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Marlborough Residents 
Respond to Budget Hike

An Epoch Original… Transport to an inner city decorated with graffiti that faces 
a surplus of crime and feelings of loss. The small cast of 10 is putting the finishing 
touches on the Epoch Arts original production, T’shuva, which will run May 3-5 at 
27 Skinner St., East Hampton. Audience members are encouraged to listen as the 
characters teach lessons of choices and repentance. See related story on page 23.

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Marlborough Board of Finance (BOF) 

held its first public hearing this week on the 
2024-25 town budget proposal, allowing resi-
dents to provide feedback as they stare down a 
steep tax increase.

Last month, the BOF set the proposed 2024-25 
mill rate at 37.83 — a 3.10 increase that would 
result in an 8.92% tax bump next fiscal year.

While the slated tax rate is actually a tick 
below the figure previously drafted earlier this 
budget cycle (9.24%), it still represents a sub-
stantial levy on the community.

For a property assessed at $250,000, the new 
tax bill would increase by $774; for a property 
assessed at $650,000, the bill would go up by 
$2,013. Accordingly, properties assessed within 
that range would receive a tax increase in-be-
tween those two amounts.

During the hearing — held in the Marlbor-
ough Elementary School cafeteria and virtually 
via Zoom — many residents complained that 
the anticipated tax hike was untenable. One se-
nior citizen said he was on a fixed income, and 
the town was becoming unaffordable.

Ken Hjulstrom, a former member of the BOF, 
wrote on the meeting’s online chat platform that 
he would be voting “no” at the upcoming refer-
endum on May 7.

“I support the local [Board of Education]bud-
get, but Town Hall needs to sharpen their pencil 
and give us a more palatable number,” he stated.

The bulk of the information outlined during 

this week’s meeting was relayed by Town Man-
ager David Porter, who acknowledged the draft-
ed budget was a “big ask” and that he was “con-
cerned” with the financial burden being passed 
along to residents.

Still, he emphasized local officials worked 
their “darnedest” to minimize the spending in-
crease, calling the proposal “conservative” and 
“thoughtful.” The town manager also defended 
current services, such as road maintenance, af-
ter one resident brought up the abundance of salt 
treatment this past winter despite the low snow 
totals.

The town was “not abusing” residents’ tax 
dollars, Porter said, adding that he “stands by 
his team.”

Budget Breakdown
The overall town budget request is currently 

listed at $28.07 million — a $971,700, or 3.59%, 
increase from current-year spending.

Porter’s presentation specifically highlighted 
town expenditures, which includes a $6.3 mil-
lion operational budget — an $89,700, or 1.44%, 
increase — along with a $764,577 capital bud-
get — an increase of $542,628. Combined, the 
town earmark is $7.07 million — a $632,328, or 
9.82%, increase over the 2023-24 fiscal year.

The public hearing did not focus on the 
RHAM Board of Education budget of $11.33 
million — a $69,979, or 0.62%, increase — or 
the local Board of Education spending plan of 
$8.74 million — a $219,396, or 2.58%, increase 
(That total also includes $75,000 of capital proj-
ects located at the elementary school.)

A second public hearing is scheduled for 7 
p.m. at the MES cafeteria on May 6 — the day 
before the townwide budget referendum.Colchester Workshop Grows Contentious

By Michael Sinkewicz
The Colchester Board of Finance (BOF) this 

week peppered school administrators with 
questions regarding the 2024-25 fiscal year bud-
get proposal during a contentious workshop.

For over three and a half hours on Monday 
evening, residents and board members combed 
through the budget, which was unanimously 
adopted by the Board of Education (BOE), of-
fering both support and skepticism about the 
slated spending hike.

Earlier this month, First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler III and Superintendent of Schools 
Daniel Sullivan III officially presented their re-
spective budget proposals to the BOF. 

Monday’s forum represented the first oppor-
tunity for the finance board to publicly probe 
the school budget; the initial workshop focus-
ing on the town budget is scheduled for next 
Monday, April 22.

The BOE requested a 2024-25 budget of 
$45.73 million — a $1,746,724, or 3.97%, in-
crease in spending over the current 2023-24 fis-
cal year.

While the BOF — which only has bottom-
line, rather than line-item authority over the 
school budget — is likely far away from taking 
an official vote on the proposal, members came 
armed with plenty of inquires. At times, the 
meeting became heated as some officials scru-
tinized the drafted blueprint.

Democrat Scott Chapman, chairman of the 
finance board, called for “respect” and “deco-
rum” inside the Town Hall meeting room.

Republican board member Tim Vaillancourt, 
who had been seeking information from the 
superintendent, interjected: “[Sullivan] is the 
highest-paid employee of the town. I believe he 
can answer a few questions.”

Board members and residents tackled a vari-
ety of topics, including prior programming cuts, 
renovations to the BOE’s central office, student 
enrollment and Medicaid reimbursements. But 
there was considerable debate regarding whether 
school spending — which accounts for roughly 
75% of the total Colchester budget — had swol-
len too much.

“I would say that it’s rather inflated,” re-
marked Republican John Thomas.

He added later that the school district ap-
peared “over-funded” and that perhaps the 
town budget needed more “padding.”

“I look at this budget and I just see a very high 
number and no accountability after the fact,” 
Thomas said, adding that “we just seem to be a 
little out of balance.”

Coupled with concerns regarding the school 
budget being too expensive were additional 
comments about whether the BOE and district 
have been good stewards of taxpayer funding. 
Vaillancourt pointed to substantial transfers 
made within the school budget accompanied 
by large sums of unexpended money leftover at 
the end of fiscal years as potentially concerning 
trends.

“I don’t think that people are really under-
standing of once it leaves here and we approve 
the budget, that money just goes into this magic 
well that the Board of Education spends how-
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Call us today to see what Marlborough 
Health & Rehabilitation Center

can do for you!

RE4-12-24

Short-Term Care • Post-Acute Rehabilitation • Respite Care

 “I did my research before picking a rehab 
facility for my Dad. Marlborough Rehab got 
a 5/5 rating, so I chose them. They are not 
disappointing. Every staff member is pleasant, 
hard working and kind. The facility is always 
being maintained and looks fabulous as well. 
We highly recommend Marlborough Health 
and Rehab!”

— Google Review
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First Annual
Lions Roar

Cycling for Our Community
Saturday, May 18, 2024

Childhood 
Cancer

Hunger

Diabetes

We Serve

Lions Roar – Cycling for Our Community
Online Registration:

https://bikereg.com/lions-roar

Hartford
Litchfield Tolland

Windham

New 
London

MiddlesexMiddlesexNew 
Haven

Fairfield

Portland Lions Club

REGISTRATION COST (includes lunch)
37-63 Mile Road or Gravel Rides (also includes t-shirt): $45/adult

10 Mile Family Ride: $15/per person
T-Shirts: $15 Small to XL / $20 XXL-5XL

Lunch served from noon-3:00pm at
Portland Riverfront Park

284 Brownstone Ave, Portland, CT 06480

 

Call (860) 659-3002 or visit 586 New London Tpke., Glastonbury
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Now Enrolling!

Childcare • Pre-School
Before & After School

Age-Appropriate Programs
Ages 6 weeks to 9 years

Summer Day Camp

ONE FREE
WEEK!

Must enroll prior to May 31, 2024.
Coupon expires May 31, 2024. Restrictions apply.

Call 860-659-3002 for details.
— 586 New London Tpke., Glastonbury —
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
From time to time, I receive input from readers who suggest that if I don’t watch out and 

lighten up on the references to my wife in this column, I’m likely to meet an untimely (or well-
deserved, depending on your perspective) end in some sort of suspicious lawn tractor accident 
or (perhaps more appropriately) a rat poison mix-up. 

The reader generally concludes by saying he/she is surprised I’ve lasted this long.
The fact is, my seemingly unapologetic misogynistic bluster is all a charade. The real me is 

an unassertive puppet who treats his wife like a veritable goddess and won’t go out in the rain 
without an umbrella. 

I thought I’d clear up these misconceptions before passing on what I guess you would call a 
behavioral survival guide for the modern-day Neanderthal male. I’m not sure where it came 
from originally, but a reader sent it along a while back. It’s sort of like one of those calorie 
charts dieters use except it applies to relationships—you get points for some things and lose 
points for others. 

Briefly, do something the wife or girlfriend likes and you get points. Do something she 
dislikes and you lose points. Do something she expects and you get no points. (Sorry, that’s the 
way the game is played. Don’t fight it.) 

A word of warning: Starry-eyed romantics who believe that unicorns cavort under rainbows 
in sylvan fields may find the following survival guide unsettling. 

You make the bed.....+1
You make the bed, but forget to add the decorative pillows....0
You throw the bedspread over rumpled sheets.....-1

You leave the toilet seat up.....-5
You replace the toilet paper roll when it’s empty......0
When the toilet paper roll is empty, you resort to Kleenex.....-1
When the Kleenex runs out, you use the next bathroom.....-2

You go out to buy her flu medication......+5
In the snow .....+8
But return with beer.....-5
And no medicine.....-25

You check out a suspicious noise at night.....0
You check out a suspicious noise and it is nothing.....0
You check out a suspicious noise and it is something.....+5
You pummel it with a six iron.....+10
It’s her cat.....-40

You go to a party and stay by her side the entire time.....0
You stay by her side for a while, then leave to chat with a college drinking buddy.....-2
Named Tiffany.....-4
Tiffany is an exotic dancer.....-10

You remember her birthday.....0
You buy a card and flowers.....0
You take her out to dinner.....0
You take her out to dinner and it’s not a sports bar.....+1
Okay, it is a sports bar.....-2
And it’s all-you-can-eat night.....-3
It’s a sports bar, it’s all-you-can-eat night, and your face is painted the colors of 
your favorite team.....-10

You join a pal for a night out.....0
The pal is happily married.....+1
The pal is single.....-7
He drives a Ferrari.....-10
With a personalized license plate (GR8NBED).....-15

You take her to a movie.....+2
You take her to a movie she likes.....+4
You take her to a movie you hate.....+6
You take her to a movie you like.....-2
It’s called Death Cop III.....-3
Which features Cyborgs that eat humans.....-9
You lied and said it was a foreign film about orphans.....-15

You develop a noticeable pot belly.....-15
You develop a noticeable pot belly & exercise to get rid of it.....+10
You develop a noticeable pot belly and resort to loose jeans and baggy Hawaiian shirts.....-30
You say, “It doesn’t matter, you have one too.”.....-500

She asks, “Does this dress make me look fat?” 
You hesitate in responding.....-10
You reply, “Where?”.....-35
You reply, “No, I think it’s your butt”......-100
Any other response.....-20

When she wants to talk about a problem:
You listen, displaying a concerned expression.....+2
You listen, for over 30 minutes.....+5
You relate to her problem and share a similar experience......+50
Your mind wanders to sports and you suddenly hear her saying, “well, what do you 
think I should do?”.....-100
You have fallen asleep.....-200

Jim Hallas

From the “learn something new every day” 
department: Today is National Hanging Out 
Day.

No, it’s not a day specially-designed to get 
together with your friends and just chill out. 
(Although that’s certainly a good idea too.) 
Rather, it’s a day meant to encourage people 
to dry their clothes outside.

Each year on April 19, Project Laundry 

List works with hundreds of other organiza-
tions to sponsor this event. This day encour-
ages communities to learn about the benefits, 
both financially and environmentally, of using 
a clothesline for drying laundry. According to 
Project Laundry List’s website, clothes dryers 
account for six to ten percent of residential 
energy consumption. 

1864
To the Editor:

“Y’all, we finally have an answer to the ques-
tion we’ve been asking all this time, but they 
refuse to answer: When was this period that 
America was so great that you want to go back 
to, to ‘Make America Great Again?’ It’s 1864. 
A time when Black people were enslaved and 
women couldn’t vote. A time when politicians 
observed superstitions about things like the 
eclipse and earthquakes. A time with LGBTQ 
folks had to live their lives in quiet shame. A 
time before child labor laws. That’s where they 
want to take us back to.” – Brooklyn Dad Defi-
ant, YouTube, Instagram and X-Twitter.

Annie Steinbrecher – Marlborough

Thank You
Dear Editor:

Kudos to Jeff Ballard and Jim Fitting and the 
rest of the crew from Andover that are helping 
make the Andover Community Garden such a 
success. 

Thank you for your care and efforts. They are 
certainly recognized and I appreciated.

It’s projects like this and special people like 
you that make Andover such a special place. 

You are making all Andover resident proud 
and we thank you. 

Dianne Grenier – Andover

DPW Updates
To the Editor:

Fellow Hebron residents, my name is Todd 
Habicht and I am the vice chairman of the 
DPW Action Committee. The action commit-
tee is a small group of volunteers that has been 
tasked to provide progress updates for our 
town’s new Public Works facility. The town of 
Hebron’s website is the best way to stay up to 
date on what’s new. Visit www.hebronct.com 
and click on the green bar at the top that says, 
“Click Here for Public Works Building Project 
Updates.” Once there you can see the frequently 
asked questions. 

I will be submitting a letter to the editor in the 
Rivereast any time there is something new for 
our residents to see on the town website.

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht – Hebron

Cravenly Letters
To the Editor:

Though Rivereast readers and letter writers 
may squabble over opinions, at least everyone 
who writes identifies themselves. We may find 
opposing views laughable or despicable, but we 
also know that the senders have the courage of 
conviction to stand by their work.

Sadly, the same cannot be said for the com-
munity at large. East Hampton social media has 
recently shared a couple of cravenly letters that 
anonymously target allies and members of the 
Belltown LGBTQIA+ community. The content 
of the letters is not worth disclosing, especially 
since the authors were too cowardly to identify 

Lacrosse Lends a Hand… Over spring break, the RHAM High School lacrosse 
programs volunteered at the Hartford County 4H Camp. They helped clean up the 
large property so it will be ready for campers this summer.
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SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
We now offer water mitigation.

CALL TODAY
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
To participate in National Hanging Out 

Day, simply install a clothesline (if you’re able 
to, that is; if like me you live at an apartment 
your landlord might be less than thrilled), and 
hang your freshly washed clothes out to dry. 
Then, share pictures of your clothes drying 
on social media, using the hashtag #Nation-
alHangingOutDay.

These days, basically every date on the cal-
endar has two, three, four or more special 
“days” attached to it. Some are whimsical, 
some are serious, and some are somber. For 
example, today is also Oklahoma City Bomb-
ing Commemoration Day, in remembrance 
of that horrible 1995 terrorist attack that 
claimed 168 lives.

According to the website Holidays-and-
Observances.com, April 19 is also: National 
Bicycle Day, Congenital Diaphragmatic Her-
nia Action Day, Dutch-American Friendship 
Day, National Garlic Day, Humorous Day, 
National Amaretto Day, National Poker Day, 
Pet Owners Day, and Rice Ball Day. It’s also 
John Parker Day, celebrating the life of the 
Revolutionary War captain. 

So, there’s no shortage of reasons to cel-
ebrate April 19. Or, you know, you could just 
simply celebrate the fact it’s Friday. That’s al-
ways a worthwhile cause.

* * *
This sounds pretty fun. The Noah Webster 

House & West Hartford Historical Society 
will present “Webster’s War of the Words,” the 
museum’s signature fundraiser, on Saturday, 
May 11. The event features an on-site “watch 
party” at the museum and an online game 
show, with celebrity contestants engaged in 
a battle of words and wit. There are several 

ways to participate – purchase tickets to the 
museum’s “Studio Audience Party” or reserve 
free virtual tickets to the online show.

The Studio Audience Party begins at 6 p.m. 
and features food and drink with a Wine Tast-
ing with Tilted Bottles, an American blues 
performance with Ramblin’ Dan Stevens, and 
a live auction with host Jacques Lamarre. Stu-
dio Audience Party attendees will also watch 
the live broadcast of the game show on the big 
screen.

This year’s game show include some im-
pressive names, such as: Ben Zimmer, linguist, 
lexicographer, and language columnist for The 
Wall Street Journal; Mignon Fogarty, founder 
of the “Quick and Dirty Tips” network and 
creator of Grammar Girl; Tracy Bennett, as-
sociate puzzle editor at The New York Times 
and editor of the popular Wordle game; David 
Kwong, magician, writer, producer, and New 
York Times crossword puzzle constructor; and 
Jessi Grieser, associate professor of linguistics 
at the University of Michigan. 

Whether you attend the event, bid on an 
auction item, or make a donation, your con-
tribution helps to preserve the 300-year-old 
National Historic Landmark birthplace of 
Noah Webster Jr. in West Hartford.

Tickets are currently available to watch 
the show or attend the party and can be pur-
chased at www.auctria.com/auction/www24. 
Webster’s War of the Words Virtual Game 
Show will be hosted on Zoom.

For more information on Webster’s War of 
the Words, visit www.noahwebsterhouse.org 
or call 860-502-3247.

* * *
See you next week.

 

Quilt Show Thanks
To the Editor:

The members of Haddam Neck Congrega-
tional Church Quilt Show Committee would 
like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who supported the church’s 2024 Quilt Show 
on April 13 and 14. From loaned quilts for the 
exhibit, to donations of fabric, yarn and notions 
for the event’s Bits & Pieces Sale, quilt lovers and 
crafters far and wide can always be counted on 
to support our annual show. Church members 
spent hours creating and promoting the exhibit, 
cataloguing more than 100 quilts, cooking and 
baking for the cafe, asssembling raffle baskets, 
organizing the Bits & Pieces items and publish-
ing the show program, so it is very gratifying to 
see everyone come to enjoy the event. 

Congratulations to East Hampton Quilter El-
len Pettengill, who’s lovely “Wildflower” quilt 
was the overall favorite among show visitors. 
Looking forward to our next show in 2025! 

Sincerely,
Haddam Neck Congregational Church 

Quilt Show Committee

Help Pick Up Litter
To the Editor:

Portland is a beautiful place and a wonderful 
town to live in. But when I walk to the bus stop 
or to school, I see alcohol bottles on the ground 
at every corner, cigarette butts on the sidewalks, 
dog poop bags and litter on the street. I even 
find these things in the stream where I play with 
my friends and at the park. 

This is not how we should be treating our 
neighborhoods and town!

This spring I am setting a goal to walk to 
school more. When I walk I’ll be collecting 
garbage on my way. When I get to school I will 
throw it away. 

I encourage my Portland neighbors to help 
clean up our community and start picking up 
litter. Together we can make our town an even 
better place to live! 

Gretta Olive Chenier – Portland

Pattern Recognition 
To the Editor:

In what’s become a predictable pattern, the 
U.S. House of Representatives voted this past 
week to continue to allow the U.S. government 
to spy on its own citizens without a warrant. By 
lumping the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act as an amendment into a larger bill, our rep-
resentatives voted 212-212 to uphold the status 
quo and allow for indiscriminate and unwar-
ranted surveillance of any citizen, for any rea-
son. When a vote on a subject as consequential 
as warrantless surveillance just happens to die 
along a tie vote you can rest assured that lots 
of back political horse trading was done in the 
background to unsure this tie vote outcome. Fo-
cus on the optics!

It’s funny how these big votes always seem to 
fail by the narrowest of margins, but its com-
forting to know that half our representatives 
consider our Constitution and Bill of Rights 
to be nothing more than glorified toilet paper. 
Don’t these clowns take an oath to preserve and 
protect our Constitution? Weird.

It seems like the only topics that both politi-
cal parties can agree upon is the steady erosion 
of our “inalienable” rights, burying us in unpay-
able debts, and getting us into more foreign mil-
itary conflicts. Amazing leadership! God Bless 
America!

Colin McNamara – Marlborough

Hebron DPW FAQ
To the Editor:

Thank you to Hebron’s Department of Pub-
lic Works Action Committee for offering resi-
dents some clarity on this important project. A 
Frequently Asked Questions statement was re-
cently posted on the Town of Hebron website. It 
contains some encouraging information; how-
ever, it raises some additional questions.

Question 1 asks, “What is the purpose of the 
DPW Action Committee?” The response is clear 
and offers the most appropriate solution, “The 
DPW Action Committee has been charged by 
the Board of Selectmen to help research, com-
municate, and support the Town in its prepara-
tion to bring to referendum, a proposal for an 
upgraded DPW facility. The focus is specific to 

Commission on Aging Thanks
To the Editor:

The Commission on Aging sends its heartfelt 
thanks to the 25 volunteers of East Hampton 
Community Cares, in honor of the East Hamp-
ton Chooses Kindness celebration. These volun-
teers assisted 27 adults who are 70 and over or 
disabled, by performing 56 free services in the 
first three months of 2024. Services included 
rides (often to medical appointments), compan-
ionship, either in person or over the phone, yard 
work including raking and garden preparation, 
and help in the home. Thank you, volunteers! 
The program continues to grow! For more in-
formation, email me, Eric Rosenberg, at COA-
chair@easthamptonct.gov. 

Eric Rosenberg, MD
Chair, East Hampton Commission on Aging

themselves.
And cowards are exactly who they are. They 

are attempting to intimidate our neighbors over 
how they live their lives or operate their busi-
nesses. Thankfully, most of the reactions have 
been a mixture of disgust for the authors and 
support for the recipients.

East Hampton is about as politically split as 
a Connecticut town can get. For every pride 
banner, there seems to be an equal number of 
MAGA flags. People here are passionate about 
their beliefs and positions, and that passion 
lends itself to conflict with those of different 
points of view.

But we can choose not to drive by houses 
sporting “Brandon” flags, or to not patronize 
businesses that display support for communi-
ties we don’t agree with. Opinions can conflict 
without rising to intolerance, which is critical in 
a small town where everyone knows each other.

The senders of the anonymous letters are not 
trying to respectfully share an opinion. Their 
intent is chaos and stoking hate. Regardless of 
belief or affiliation, the members of our com-
munity should reject such cowardice. If the au-
thors are too ashamed to sign their names, we 
shouldn’t grant them the satisfaction of letting 
them divide us.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton 

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East 
Hampton Board of Education, but said he is ex-
pressing his own opinion.

the facility remaining at the current Old Col-
chester Road location.” As noted in the answer 
to Question 5, 69% of respondents to the 2023 
survey stated the Public Works facility should 
remain where it has been located for decades. 
The reasons given in the survey were just as 
clear as the overwhelming percentage, Hebron 
residents want to protect and preserve our wa-
ter, history and farmland.

Question 7 asks about space limitations at 
Old Colchester Road. The answer states in part, 
“the original analysis was conducted approxi-
mately ten years ago and requires further infor-
mation, including an updated operational needs 
assessment...” This updated assessment has not 
occurred. This raises several significant ques-

See Letters, page 6
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Now 

Open
 on

Franklin
 Ave.

Adriatic 
Restaurant
Featuring Italian & Balkan/

Mediterranean Cuisine
Brought to you by the owners of

Portofinos in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday,  

11am to 9pm

Bring Your Own Wine or Beer –
No Corkage Fee!

Also Offering Take-Out, 
Party Platters and 
Delicious Family 

Meals to Go!
Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Adriatic

Adriatic Combo- Cevapi, 
Cufte, Sudzuk & Grilled 

Chicken

577 Franklin Ave., Hartford
860-726-4155

CI
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-1
4-

23

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Read

HOPE AFTER LOSS GROUP  TriCircle 
support groups provide a safe, confidential, and 
supportive environment after having a loved 
one(s) die from a drug/alcohol related passing. 
Every three weeks 6-7:30pm. Every Monday 
rotating in 3 locations. Virtual option available. 
www.tricircle.org 860-349-7074 ana@tricircle.org

HOPE & SUPPORT GROUP TriCircle 
Hope Support Groups provide a confidential, 
and supportive environment for parents, 
guardians, and loved one(s) who have someone 
affected by the disease of addiction. Every 
Thursday 6-7:30pm rotating in 3 locations. For 
a virtual option email ana@tricircle.org www.
tricircle.org 860-349-7074

For more information on advertising your 
“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.

Estate Auction
by B&S Auction Service

See more pictures on: auctionzip.com ID # 14542
Thomas Barrows & Sons Auctioneers, P.O. Box 141 Portland, CT 06480
Telephone: (860) 342-2540 • Day of Sale: (860) 632-8212, (860) 597-1215
15% Buyers Premium Cash or Checks • 18% Buyers Premium Credit Cards
Terms: cash, checks with established credit, most major credit cards accepted
Antiques & Estates Bought or Sold on Consignment – No lot too large or too small!!

Wednesday, April 24, 2024
6:30pm • Inspections 12:00-6:30pm
Portland Firemens Grounds

Indian Hill Ave., Rt. 17A, Portland, CT
Auction of Antique & other furniture, glass, china, quantity of Paintings, water colors, prints, clocks, 
Bronze & metal statues and animal statues from homes & estates in Essex and Old Saybrook.

 Partial listing: Antique drop front desk w/pigeon hole interior, brasses, bracket foot, lawyers 3 sectional bookcase, 
oak bookcase w/glass doors – back splash – mirror – label Larkins, iron oblong stand – fancy carving w/marble 
on top & bottom, many iron & brass stands – round & square w/marble inserts, pair 1 drawer stands, small size 

W.I. glass top stand, pair Windsor arm chairs, single Windsor chair, set 4 Hitchcock chairs (2A-2S), Antique 
Shaker Rocker #3, Kids Windsor Chair & other small pieces of furniture -- Misc.: Oriental china, Majolica leaf, tall 
crystal vase, decanters, vases, oriental umbrella holder, art glass pieces – swan, vases, Royal Daulton – Lady 
in Chair w/apples, porcelain figures – parrot, greyhound, people, Qt. of Goebels – animals, birds, etc., gnomes, 

some hummels, Norwich Pottery Works - #2 jug w/blue bird, #3 crock w/stenciled eagle, clocks including mantle, 
brass, French style, enamel travel clock, stone clock, wall clocks, Westclox alarm clock, brass travel, J. Cramer 
& Son, small inlaid clock, clocks w/chimes, large table top radio 1950 Blaupunk – Granada 61, Waterford table 
lamp, pr French crystal table lamps, Barometer, NY ships compass, brass pails, candlesticks, bronze sailfish 
lamps, metal stork, tall metal herring on base – T Crello, bronzes include duck, 3 dolphins, 2 ½’ giraffe, dog, 

heavy brass bust of women, Indian statue, small bronzes, tall copper vessel w/spigot, silver plate, semi antique 
pewter, lg carved oriental wood figures - pair sleeping man & woman -painted, qt. of shore birds, decoys, cement 
duck, showcase, black boy carring, glass bottles, Barbie – TM Lics@ by Mattel Inc. 1961, clothes, book, catalog. 

Tammy by Ideal w/book & clothes. Guitar, mandolin, lanterns, hanging Landers Binders Improved, circular 
hanging scale, small boat motor, costume jewelry. Art – portrait drawing – gilt frame, sm. Antique painting, pt – 

Wpteck 1897 sailing ship, John Daklin – cows in pasture, V. Bark – large sea scape, M Sniffin – boat – on board, 
pt “She got your letter”, Irving Stillwell – pt – young boy & goat, painting on panel – little Dutch girl, 6 framed tiles – 

fisherman w/Dutch girl, pt – ducks – Testa & other duck pts, Qt of other paintings, water colors, drawings etc.

R
E4

-1
9-

24

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE4-19-2447 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, 4/19 “Distilled”
Friday, 4/26 “Violent Reign”

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Online Ordering
www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

tions: How can the DPWAC proceed without 
the updated operational assessment? How will 
they know what space is necessary and what to 
design? How will the town know how to staff, 
equip, train and plan for the future?

In addition to the assessment, the town 
should investigate outsourcing certain duties. 
This might include trash handling, tree remov-
al, paving, mowing, and waterway maintenance, 
such as repairs to swales, culverts and catch ba-
sins. This could save money in construction as 
well as in the annual budget.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

A USA Invasion?
To the Editor:

Picture it: A U.S. Navy destroyer stops four 
Mexicans in a small boat rowing towards Texas. 
The captain gets on the megaphone and shouts, 
“Ahoy, small craft. Where are you headed?” 

One of the Mexicans puts down his oar, 
stands up, and shouts, “Gringo, we are invad-
ing the United States of America to reclaim the 
territory taken by the USA during the War of 
1812.”

The entire crew on the destroyer doubles 
over in laughter. The captain finally catches his 
breath, gets back on the megaphone, and asks, 
“Just the four of you?” 

The same Mexican stands up again and 
shouts, “No Señor, we are the last four. Thanks 
to your President Biden… the other 21 million 
are already there.”

Frank Blume – Colchester

Proactive Heroes
To the Editor:

As #save17 continues to dive into water pol-
lution, I find myself swamped by stories pour-
ing into my email. I cannot keep up with them. 
I joined Martin County Kentucky’s Facebook 
page, years ago, and water groups tagged along. 
Thousands of them, across the USA, are fighting 
for what now seems to be the luck of the draw, 
clean water. Amongst the bigger stories, we find 
the more notable heroes. But really, all land and 
water advocates are truly patriotic. 

Erin Brockovich was the first person on the 
scene for the East Palestine, Ohio, spill last 
year. Several political figures may have posted 
thoughts and prayers but, unfortunately, words 
won’t clean toxins out of soil or groundwaters. 
We know of Rachael Carson, Robert Bilott and 
William Warzecha, proactive people willing to 
put their reputations on the line to help US citi-
zens. 

Author Barry Lopez writes about his view of 
our country in his book America. His opinion 
mirrors that of myself and my grandfather. The 
spirit of this nation, any nation really, lies in our 
soils and natural resources. It’s our responsibil-
ity to defend them. 

Luckily we have local heroes as well. At recent 
town meetings, for Hebron, I have heard the 
passionate voices of concerned citizens standing 
up for what they believe in. One, in particular, 
likes Burnt Hill the way it is. While Burnt Hill is 
not on the chopping block, at this time, I found 
it reassuring to hear people defending land in 
town. Our land, and freedom of speech, are 
things worth defending. These alone, still make 
our town, and country, a special place. I hope 
that residents will vote in favor of democracy, 
sound values, open land, clean water and the re-
maining liberties that we supposedly stand for. 
Be a proactive hero, #save17. 

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Stop in for 
Delicious Breakfast 

Specials!

Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Gluten Free Menu AvailableRESTAURANT

COME GET YOUR TAKEOUT FOR LUNCH!

Check our 
Facebook page 
for our weekend 

specials!!
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road
Colchester

860-531-9160
www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —

Friday, 4/19, 9:00pm
“DJ Sad Boy”

Saturday, 4/20, 8:00pm
“Bebobaloubob”

in the downstairs 
loungeLIVE MUSIC

April Wine Dinner
Thursday, April 25, 2024 • 6pm
For menu, reservations and details, visit:

www.fornarellis.com

Check Out 
Our New 

Lounge Menu 
Downstairs!

ALL AGES WELCOME AT:
The Douglas Hebron Library 

Wednesdays 1:00-3:00pm
Beginning April 17th to May 1st

— No Appointment Necessary —

Have Questions About Have Questions About 
Your Future or Current Your Future or Current 

Retirement Needs?Retirement Needs?
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It’s never too 
early to plan

your retirement.

C
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

NOW HIRING A Service Technician  – CALL TO INQUIRE!
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-295-3939
Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Now 
Open!

Always Accepting
New Patients

& Clients!

C
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S1-0409939

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Patio Seating Is Now Open!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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BBQ Brunch
is on y’all!

Sat., April 20th 11am-2pm
Live Music w/ Martin Piggot

Wake Up
To the Editor:

“...so do me a favor do a little research be a 
little bit of a citizen here and find out what’s go-
ing on and what’s happening…I want to tell you 
this is a five-alarm fire and your house is burn-
ing and you don’t know it and I’m telling you the 
Comstock Act is on the books it’s still the law of 
the United States and it can still be enforced...
they are coming after your everything of your 
life and if you don’t understand that if you don’t 
research this if you don’t do this if you don’t get 
active…”

“...it’s all so insane and it’s all happening right 
in front of you and you know exactly what’s go-
ing to happen to Trump wins they already have 
a government in exile they’re doing away with 
the entire Civil Service they’re already telling 
you this and they’re going to go to Trump these 
christian nationalists these anti-sex crusaders 
these puritans these I don’t know what they are 
and they’re going to say we put you in there you 
can steal anything you want and we’re going 
to take over law enforcement and that’s that is 
highly likely to happen…”

“...you my dear friend watching this and all 
the people that you love and all the people you 
care about I’m telling you right to your G--D-
-- face they’re coming after you rather than be 
scared be active...Wake up.” James Carville. 

Wake up defined as to cease sleeping. We 
slept and Roe v. Wade was overturned. To quote 
George Orwell, “Until they become conscious 
they will never rebel, and until after they have 
rebelled they cannot become conscious.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

Thank You to the
EH Lions Club

To the Editor:
 The East Hampton Housing Author-

ity and the residents at Bellwood and Chatham 
Acres would like to extend our appreciation 
to the EH Lions Club. They have been so kind 
throughout the year. Some of the things that 
they have donated and done are St. Patrick’s 
Dinner, baked potatoes and ham, Thanksgiving 
dinners, clothing, reading machine, eyeglasses, 
food share and wrapped toys for the residents 
Grandchildren for Christmas. Our kindness 
goes out to you our EH Lions Club with a very 
big THANK YOU for everything you do for our 
town and the residents at Bellwood and Cha-
tham Acres.

Sincerely,
David Schumacher,

Executive Director, East Hampton Housing 
Authority

East Hampton Housing Authority Board 
Members

Blame the Messenger
To the Editor:

Colin McNamara has taken offense to my 
fact-checking his letter by referring to Snopes.

For those who don’t know it, snopes.com is 
the definitive site for checking urban legends. It 
is also one of the premier political fact-checking 
sites, although it has plenty of competitors in 
this, including factcheck.org and politifact.com. 
When I used Snopes references to discredit Mr. 
McNamara’s post, his response was simply to at-
tack Snopes. That there was infighting and pla-
giarism among Snopes’ founders does nothing 

Regulations Enforcement
To the Editor:

 Thirty+ years ago the Lake Vista project 
put runoff in Lake Pocotopaug. Five years ago 
the Town Hall project accelerated runoff; now 
Edgewater and Lakewood roads projects con-
tinue this tradition of runoff without account-
ability. The Town Council recently passed reso-
lutions approving a “moratorium” on future 
building until the regulations, and enforcement 
efforts are reviewed. The TC is also forming a 
joint commission (TC, IWWA, Lake Commis-
sion, P&Z) to review the situation and deter-
mine a course of action. While the gestures are 
certainly positive steps, we need concrete action 
taken now, not next week, not next meeting. 
Unfortunately, the immediate threats to the lake 
continue unabated.

State statute 22a-42c states if 25 people re-
quest a hearing by a Municipal Wetlands Agen-
cy, then they must have a public hearing. Thir-
ty-six East Hampton residents wrote to officials 
April 3rd; so far residents have not seen notice 
of a hearing. While getting the DEEP involved 
may not be appealing, the tepid response to take 
aggressive action does not leave many options 
to immediately forestall environmental decay. 
Further delays for a hearing will only allow the 
potentially offending parties to continue de-
structive practices unabated.

 Detailed regulations exist at both the town 
and state level to address the issues at Edgewater 
and Lakewood Road. The TC expressed interest 
in reviewing existing regulations, but what good 
is accomplished if enforcement continues to be 
lackluster? Current regulations, while not per-
fect, are the regulations, and therefore adhered 
to by everyone, no exceptions. Weak enforce-
ment policy results in flagrant disregard for the 

How It All Relates
To the Editor:

Every day we hear of trials and tribulations, 
at home and around the world. Natural disas-
ters and man-made problems befall us, inconve-
nience us, annoy us and sometimes kill us. Food 
shortages, floods and droughts, mudslides, in-
equalities, disparities in wealth, teacher burn-
out, dearth of first responders, beachfront prop-
erty loss, housing shortages, species extinctions, 
crowded highways and deteriorating infrastruc-
ture, water shortages, supply chain issues, pol-
lution, energy concerns ... the list goes on! And 
these problems carry costs in the billions of dol-
lars in many cases: collectively, perhaps trillions. 
Despite the differences between many of these 
calamities, there is one common denominator: 
people. Many if not all of these problems would 
not be problems at all if people were not in the 
way or directly causing the problem. There are 
cynics and naysayers who make the point that 
“these things have happened forever.” Indeed 
they have, but their human scope was so much 
less. There was not a bloat of humans in the path 
of calamity. If there were people around, there 
weren’t too many of them. The exceptions to 
this might be historic plagues and epidemics, 
because hygiene and medicine weren’t available. 
Now we think we have abundance, until we 

lake, residents, and environment. As a result, 
contractors will continue to avoid accountabil-
ity with a smile, knowing full well there is no 
consequence for their actions.

 Town officials must enforce the regulations 
as written, no exceptions, and stop the destruc-
tion of our watershed now.

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton

to dispute the organization’s current prominent 
place among fact-checkers.

Snopes is a verified member of the Interna-
tional Fact Checking Network, which means 
they’re known to “exhibit a commitment to 
nonpartisanship and fairness, transparency of 
sources, transparency of funding and organiza-
tion, transparency of methodology, and a com-
mitment to open and honest corrections.”

He claims that by labeling stories as false, 
Snopes (and Facebook) are censoring stories 
and stifling dissent. No, what Snopes is doing is 
something called “journalism.”   Those steeped 
in right-wing media may not recognize this 
term, but it’s an important way our society dis-
covers and promotes “truth,” another word that 
seems a little fuzzy to them. Facebook, as I un-
derstand it, bans little, but refuses to promote 
provably false dangerous stories. He tries to get 
snide, critiquing them for debunking a com-
mon myth, he misses the point: “Sugar Causes 
Hyperactivity in Children” is widely believed, 
but is false according to scientific research.

Two weeks ago, I rebutted three specific 
claims using references to fact-checkers’ ar-
ticles. That he still disagrees does not say any-
thing about fact-checkers, no matter how much 
he blames the messenger. But it says a great deal 
about him.

There is truth; I know it’s hard for Mr. McNa-
mara to accept it. He really must learn. The truth 
is he was wrong, and Snopes demonstrated it.

(References: http://letters.sauyet.com/#/2024-
04-19.)

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet

Note: Sauyet is the co-chair of Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and a member of RHAM 
Board of Education, but said he is writing as an 
individual. See Letters, page 14



Page 8 NEWS BULLETIN •  April 19, 2024

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

Drop off your email address to receive our daily hot & cold lunch specials
SEE OUR EVER-CHANGING MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251 RE1-12-24

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

DELICIOUS LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY!
including a daily hot lunch special

Monday through Friday

SERVING BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo

Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings
ALL SERVED WITH FRENCH FRIES 

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 12 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

WE SELL USED CARS! 
See our website below for what is available now! 

We are currently looking for an
Experienced Full Time Auto Technician

Apply Monday through Friday in person.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Senior Center  News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., is 

open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the cen-
ter’s hours and more information. The center also 
serves as a warming center.

Transportation: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; call 36 hours in advance of your appointment 
to guarantee a ride. 

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive (860-
295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 10 a.m.-
noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: $3 

or what you can afford. Menus are subject to change.
In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WFSB-TV 

Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30 for 
news on senior center closings or late openings. 

Monday, April 22: Free bread and bakery goods 
from Stop & Shop; Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
8-Ball Pool, 10 a.m.-noon; Congregate Meal, noon. 
Menu: Swedish meatballs with white sauce, mashed 
potatoes, Prince William blend vegetables, 100% 
whole wheat bread, fresh fruit; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; Set-
back, 3-4 p.m.

Tuesday, April 23: Free bread and bakery goods 
donation from Big Y; Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Tai Chi, 1-2 p.m.; 
Parkinson’s Disease Exercise with Anne, 3-4 p.m.; 
Planning Commission, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 24: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-ball pool, 
10 a.m.-noon; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: kielbasa with mustard and cara-
melized onions, paprika diced potatoes, four-way 
vegetable blend, wheat dinner roll/fresh fruit; Set-
back, 1-4 p.m.; Sophisticated Ladies, 5-6 p.m.;  Na-
ture Trails, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 25: Parkinson’s Disease Exercise, 
3-4 p.m.

Friday, April 26: Not Just Quilters, 9 a.m.-noon; 
Help & Support, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; 8-Ball Pool, 10 
a.m.-noon; Congregate Meal, noon. National Cof-
fee Cake Day! Menu: orange juice, baked ham w/ 
pineapple sauce, Brussels sprouts, wheat bread, cof-
fee cake; Meals-on-Wheels, noon; Setback, 1-4 p.m. 

Sunday Worship and Sunday School at the 
Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., is at 
10 a.m. Worship is broadcast live every Sunday 
and recorded for later viewing at mcc.marlcon-
gchurch.org. Childcare for infants and toddlers 
is provided downstairs in the nursery but chil-
dren are always welcome at the worship service.  
All children in the community are welcome and 
invited to attend Sunday School. Contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org for 
more information.   

April 21: The service will celebrate an infant 
baptism and the reception of new members. 
Church pastor the Rev. Valerie Seaver will be 
leading the service. Her sermon title is “How 
Shall We Live?” After worship, all are invited 
to Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge for light 
refreshments and a cake to honor the newest 
members of the church.

Bible Studies are led by Seaver. The morn-
ing study meets Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Thienes Lounge; the Thursday evening study 
meets at 6 p.m. in Seaver’s office

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshipers to bring donations. The 

Drive-Thru Café for Marlborough Food Bank 
patrons with vouchers is usually held on the last 
Sunday of each month. The Youth Enrichment 
Team sponsors a monthly meal for residents at 
Florence Lord Housing. Second-quarter mis-
sion-giving will go the AHM Mental Health 
Fund.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the 
Youth Room; and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Community Fellowship Hall.

ACA: Meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Youth Room.

Annual Spring Tag Sale: Saturday, May 4, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Donations can be brought to the 
Community Fellowship Hall during thrift shop 
hours. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on 
the lower level, is open for shopping and donat-
ing Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The shop sells year-round 
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay. 

General Info: Worship services and pro-
grams are open to all. The church is an Open 
and Affirming faith community. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432 or email 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org.

Congregational Meeting
The Congregational Church of Marlbor-

ough, located at 35 South Main St., will hold 
a Congregational Meeting Sunday, May 5, 
at 11:15 a.m., in the church sanctuary, for 
church members to vote to install mini-split 
air-conditioning/heat units in the sanctuary.

Artists and Artisans
The Marlborough Arts Center is pleased 

to announce its annual Members’ Art Show, 
scheduled to open on Sunday, May 5 from 2:00 
until 4:00 p.m. 

All media will be accepted, including paint-
ings, photography, digital art, sculpture, pottery, 
woodwork, and jewelry. Artist members are in-
vited to bring up to three pieces of artwork to 
the Arts Center, 231 North Main Street, Marl-
borough on Sunday, April 21, between 1:00 and 
4:00 p.m., or on Monday, April 22, between 4:00 
and 6:00 p.m.. The entry fee is $10 for one piece, 
$20 for two pieces, and an additional $5 for a 
third. Membership dues must be up to date.

Judging the show for awards will be Rebec-
ca Moran, a practicing fine artist, professional 
graphic designer and university professor. She is 

executive creative director and owner of a small 
progressive design studio, Spring Hill Studio, 
LLC located in Northeast Connecticut, halfway 
between Boston and New York. Rebecca holds 
an MFA in Visual Arts from The Art Institute 
of Boston, a Master of Science in Art Education 
and a Bachelor of Fine Art in Oil Painting from 
the University of Connecticut.

The Members’ Art Show will be open Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
from May 10 to June 1, including Memorial Day 
weekend.

More information, including a prospectus 
and entry forms for the artists, will soon be 
available on the website: www.marlborougharts.
org.

Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its an-

nual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, April 21. The 
breakfast is being planned for both dine-in and 
take-out and will be held at the East Glaston-
bury Fish and Game Club on Planeta Road in 
Marlborough, which is located off of West Road 
just east of Exit 12 from Route 2. 

The Lions will be open for dine-in or take-out 
orders from 7:45-11:45 a.m. The Lions will be 
serving heaping portions of various varieties of 
pancakes along with sausage, ham, fruit coffee, 

and juice.
Tickets will be available for sale in advance of 

the event or can be purchased at the door on the 
day of the breakfast. Tickets are $10 for adults, 
$9 for seniors and $7 for children 12 and under.

Local businesses are invited to sponsor the 
event for $25. 

For more information, to provide a sponsor-
ship or to purchase tickets, call Lions President 
Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 or Lions Secre-
tary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Lions Brewery Tour
The Marlborough Lions Club will host a 

brewery tour Saturday, May 4. The bus will 
depart Marlborough at noon, with two brew-
ery stops. 

Tickets are $45 and include raffle prizes, 
transportation a private room at Five Church-
es Brewery in New Britain, food and one more 
brewery stop yet to be determined.

Beer can be purchased at each site. Five 
Churches Brewery offers beers which range 

from $5 to $9, with $3 tasters, wine for $10, 
pre-made cocktails for $8, or soda for $2. 
There will also be stuffed breads provided by 
the tour; however, additional food can be pur-
chased if desired. 

For more information, visit the Lions’ Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/connecti-
cut.marlborough.lions or email Lions Club 
member Jennifer Greloch at jenbruhns@
gmail.com.

Cards for a Cause
All are invited to Gilead Congregational 

Church (GCC), located at 672 Gilead St., for a 
special card-making class in support of the Al-
zheimer’s Association. 

On Purple Sunday, April 21, at 12:15 p.m., 
this hands-on class will be led by the church’s 
own Gayle Sylvester in partnership with GCC’s 
Missions Committee. Registration fee is $20 per 
participant. Remember to wear your purple.

Contact the GCC administrative office at 
gcc@gileadchurch.net for more information 
and to register for the class.

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K
The Marlborough Lions will hold their 40th 

annual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race on Sun-
day, May 26. The race is a certified 5K and will 
start promptly at 10:30 a.m. 

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be reg-
istered by the day prior to the race. Shirts will be 
guaranteed for those who pre-register by May 
17 with additional shirts provided to runners as 
available. There is also a $60 package price for 
groups of immediate family members partici-
pating in the race. Same day registrations need 
to be signed in by 10 a.m. Runners will start 
near the entrance to Blish Park on Park Road 
and will proceed on a course, which circles Lake 
Terramuggus.

In the past, local businesses have provided 
race sponsorships of $100, $250 and $500. If any 
additional businesses wish to provide sponsor-
ships, contact one of the Lions Club members 
listed below. The business sponsor’s information 
will be printed on the shirts handed out to run-
ners.

To register or for additional information, call 
Lions President Megan Lloyd at 413-687-5537 
or Lions Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116. Lloyd can also be emailed at Marlbor-
oughCTLions@gmail.com. Registration forms 
are also available at various locations. You can 
register online at itsyourrace.com; search for 
Marlborough Lions.

Grief Share Sessions Starting Up 
A Grief Share support group will begin next 

month at Fellowship Community Church, 24 
South Rd.

There will be registration for the group on 
Tuesday, May 7, from 5-6 p.m. The series will 
start May 14 and be held Tuesdays from 5-6:30 
p.m. until Oct. 15. The group consists of 13 ses-
sions, with each session including video, group 
discussions and a workbook. You do not need to 
attend each group in order, and you can join at 
any time. There will be a Celebration of Life in 

memory of your loved one(s) on Tuesday, Oct., 
as the final session.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions 
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of 
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” 
and “Guilt and Anger.”

For more information, call the church at 860-
295-0844, visit fccefree.com and click on the 
link for Grief Share, or text or call 860-338-1060 
with any questions about the group.
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Lawn Expansions 

& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CaLL uS ToDay!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
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ia Visit us at:
www.marlboroughlawnandtree.com
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Native American Storytelling
The RHAM Middle School Inquiry Academy 

will hold a presentation of Native American 
storytelling and Indigenous art at Marlborough 
Arts Center, 231 North Main St., Marlborough, 
on Saturday, April 20, from noon-3 p.m. 

Native American children’s stories will be 
read from noon-1 p.m. Presentations on Indig-

enous art and essays on native oral traditions 
will continue from 1-2 p.m. and there will be 
an open gallery of student art from 2-3 p.m. On 
display will be student examples of Molas, an ar-
tistic tradition of the Kuna people of Panama, as 
well as Boruca masks from Costa Rica.

Benefit Assessment Bills Due
Residents in the town’s sewer district are 

notified that Benefit Assessment bills are due 
to the Marlborough Water Pollution Control 
Authority (MWPCA).

Bills were due April 1, and the last day to pay 
without interest is May 1. Delinquent bills will 
be charged 1.5% interest per month revert-
ing to the due date of April 1 or 18% per year. 
Minimum interest is $5. If you do not receive 
a bill, contact the Tax Office at 860-295-6205.

Make checks payable to MWPCA. Pay-
ments can be mailed to: Tax Collector, Town 
of Marlborough, P.O. Box 26, 29 North Main 
St., Marlborough CT 06447, or placed in the 
drop box to the left of the Town Hall front 
door. Payments can not be made via cash. 

Tax Collector hours are Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tues-
day, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-
noon. 

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203. 

Youth Programs: ART-ventures- Just For 
Fun Adventures: Tuesdays, April 23-May 28, 
3:15-4:15 p.m., at Marlborough Elementary 
School. Fee: $128/resident, $133/non-resident. 

Kids/Family Sewing – Pajamas: Wednesday, 
April 24, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at MSC, for ages 8 and 
up. Fee: $45/resident, $50/non-resident.

Mad Science – Energy, Forces, Flight: 
Thursdays, April 25-May 30, 3:15-4:15 p.m., at 
MES, for grades K-6. Fee: $128/resident, $133/
non-resident.

Parents Night Out: Friday, April 26, 6-9 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center (MSC). Drop off 
your kids in grades K-6. Fee: $20 per child/resi-
dent, $25 per child/non-resident. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: For ages 5 and 
up. Lessons are private, run for an hour, and 
days and times are flexible. Fee for four lessons 
is $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Kids Fishing Derby: Sunday, May 5, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park, for ages 4-15. Fee: $10. Prizes 

will be awarded. 
Skyhawks Tots: Tuesdays, May 14-June 11, 

at MES. Age 2 meets 5-5:45 p.m., and ages 2-5 
meets 6-6:45 p.m. Fee: $89/residents, $94/non-
residents.

Adult Programs: Dog Obedience – Polite 
Dog Manners: Fridays, April 19-May 24, 12:30-
1:30 p.m., at MSC. Fee: $120/resident, $125/
non-resident.

Yoga: Mondays, April 22-May 13, 6-7 p.m., 
at MSC. Fee is $50/resident, $55/non-resident.

Restorative Yoga & Gong Sound Bath: 
Thursday, April 25, 6-7 p.m., at MSC. Perform 
yoga – focused on extended holds, deep breath-
ing and calming the body – while listening to 
the sounds of gongs and Tibetan bowls. Regis-
tration fee: $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner & Intermediate Tai Chi: Thurs-
days, 1-2 p.m., at MSC. Fee: $40/resident, $45/
non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at MES. 
Fee: $50/resident, $55/non-resident. Drop-in 
fee is $10.

Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
MES. Fee: $5 per week. Session runs until June.

Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 a.m. at 
MES. Fee is $5 per week. 

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Family Faith Formation: Led by Cindy Bry-
an, this is an active family faith formation pro-
gram for the church’s kindergarten through el-
ementary school population. Deacon Bill Gilles 

leads the middle school program. For more in-
formation, call the church office.

Confirmation Community: Led by Helena 
Thomas, this is a 9th- and 10th-grade confirma-
tion program. For more information, call the 
church office. 

Adult Worship Choir: Meets Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join. 
More information is on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for Marlborough Food 
Bank. You may also bring non-perishable food 
or household donations directly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank Monday and Tuesday morn-
ings. Sandwich-making and collection is the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found on the church website and 
are scheduled monthly.

Other Programs and Offerings: For more 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, book 
club, OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other min-
istries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, 
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint John 
Fisher Roman Catholic Church).

Scholarships Available
The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department 

women’s auxiliary is now accepting scholarship 
applications from any graduating senior who 
resides in Marlborough. 

The applications are available online through 
the RHAM guidance department. Applications 
are due by Wednesday, May 1. Mail all complet-
ed applications to MVFD Women’s Auxiliary, 
P.O Box 237, Marlborough, CT 06447.

American Legion
Setback Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will hold a Setback 
Round-Robin Tournament Friday, April 19, at 
the post, 128 East Hampton Rd., Marlborough. 
Registration starts at 6 p.m., and the games start 
promptly at 6:30.

There is a $10 entry fee per person. There will 
be prizes, raffles, Caesar salad and Dorito taco 
salad. Contact Tracy (860-878-9672) or Sharon 
(860-805-6917) with any questions.

Town Offices Relocated
Through May 15, Marlborough Town 

Hall offices have been temporarily relocated 
within Town Hall during an HVAC project.

Residents looking to access the offices are 
asked to use the back entrance of Town Hall. 
Signs will be posted within Town Hall to 
guide residents.

For more information, call 860-295-6204.

Cemetery Clean-Up
The annual cemetery spring clean up is 

scheduled for Saturday, May 4, at Marlboro 
Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to participate 
and are asked to meet at 9 a.m. 

Residents are asked to remove any personal 
items and holiday decorations prior to the 
clean up. All items found to be in violation of 
cemetery rules and regulations or a hindrance 
to maintenance will be removed. These items 
include shepherd hooks, glass objects, items 
hanging from trees, pots, or items beyond the 
front of the stone. 

Consult the town’s website, www.marlbor-
oughct.net, for a complete listing of regulations 
(select “sexton and cemeteries) from the menu.

Lions Present Award… For every $1,000 that the Marlborough Lions donate to the 
Connecticut Lions Low Vision Center, they can nominate a recipient for the Ambas-
sador of Sight Award. The club recently awarded it to Toyota of Colchester, which over 
the years has been a consistent sponsor of the Marlborough Lions Club. Presenting 
this award to Chris Antonino of Toyota of Colchester is Marlborough Lions Club 
President Megan Lloyd.

MVFD Women’s Auxiliary 
Subway Fundraiser

Bring your family and friends to the Marlbor-
ough Subway on Tuesday, May 7 from 4-6 p.m. 
The Women’s Auxiliary will receive 25% of all 
sales that night. Thank you for your support.
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Team Tobati… Brenda Semmelrock of Marlborough recently chaperoned her school’s 
community service program for the fourth time to Tobati, Paraguay. Team Tobati from 
Kingswood Oxford School in West Hartford collaborates with the Ronaldo Macchi 
School in Tobati to provide help in many ways to local families and schools, including 
handing out toothbrushes and soccer balls to school children, building sidewalks and 
planting gardens. Record-breaking heat hit a high of 116 degrees!

Budapest Baths… Mary and David Rose of Hebron took the Rivereast along on a 
trip to Budapest, Hungary. Here they are picture of in front of the Szechenyi Baths 
in Budapest.

South Dakota Fun… Tracey and Dave Skwiot of East Hampton brought the Rivereast 
along on a week-long vacation to South Dakota.

Go Irish!… Michael and Karen Miano of Portland traveled to Notre Dame, Ind., 
last fall, to watch the men’s football team play like champions in the iconic Notre 
Dame Stadium.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have replacement batteries.

$10.00 
OFF

Offer Ends 4/30/2024

We Are An
Emissions Test Station!

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Let
Portland Auto
serve all your

Car Care Needs!

We make KEYS & FOBS
for less than the dealer!

SPRING IS HERIS HERE!

Scholarship Offered by Portland Garden Clubs
Applications are now available for a $500 

scholarship offered by the Portland garden clubs.
The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-

ating high school senior who is a resident of 
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited 
college or post-secondary school, and plans to 
pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, floriculture, forestry, hor-
ticulture, land management, landscape design, 
plant pathology or allied subject. Applicants 
must have a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 

of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden 
Club. The review committee will consider the 
applicant’s academic record, ability to articulate 
career goals, and their recommendations. Finan-
cial need could be part of the decision.

 Applications and letters of recommenda-
tion must be received by The Garden Clubs of 
Portland, Connecticut in care of the applicant’s 
guidance or counseling department or emailed 
to sueanderson06480@aol.com  or portlandriv-
ervalleygc@gmail.com before April 20. 

Italian Night at Zion
Italian Night is back at Zion Lutheran Church 

and the public is invited. The dinner will be held 
Sunday, April 21, with a social hour from 4-5 
p.m. and dinner served immediately following.

The menu includes ziti, homemade sauce and 
meatballs, sausage, garlic bread, salad, and des-
sert.  Gluten-free options are available; requests 
for gluten free options should be made at the 
time of ticket purchase.

Live music will be provided by Jonny Rox.  

Zion’s Grace Guild will have several gift baskets 
available for raffle.

The price for dinner is $15 for adults, with 
children 12 and under free. Seating is limited. 
Proceeds will support Zion’s youth travel to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering 2024.

For tickets, call Zion at 860-342-2860, or text/
call Michelle at 860-287-6920. Zion is located at 
183 William St. 

Exchange Club Golf Tournament
The Exchange Club of Portland will hold its 

35th annual Charity Golf Tournament on
Thursday, May 2, at Portland Golf Course. 
Proceeds support area programs and chari-

ties such as the Jason Fedash Town Tech Schol-
arship, New Horizon’s Domestic Violence 
Services, Middlesex Hospital Hospice and 

Rushford Center.
Cost is $170 per golfer for the four-person 

scramble event which includes cart, lunch, 
and dinner. Registration and sponsorship bro-
chures are available at the Exchange’s website 
at www.portlandexchange.org. Deadline for 
registration is April 23.

Brush Pickup to Start
The Portland Public Works Department will 

conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday, 
April 22. All brush must be at the curb no later 
than April 21. Brush pickup takes approximate-
ly one month and starts downtown and works 
to rural areas. 

The Highway Department uses a clamshell 
bucket attached to its loader, to load piles of 
brush that are too large for workers to load by 
hand. 

Those leaving out brush are asked to leave 
enough room for the equipment to operate. 
Place your brush at least five feet away from 

your garbage container and other potential ob-
stacles such as mailboxes, fences, walls, water 
meters, telephone connection boxes and parked 
vehicles. Avoid placing brush under low-hang-
ing tree limbs or power lines. Brush will not be 
collected if it is inaccessible.

People can stack their piles of brush end to 
end or on top of one another (not tangled). All 
brush needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (six 
to eight feet) and limbs must be no larger than 
four inches in diameter. Place only true brush at 
the curb. Lumber, construction material and/or 
leaves will not be picked up if placed at curbside.

Board of Education Details Deficit
By London Brazal

Many school districts have been facing similar 
issues: less funding from the state even though 
the required mandates are increasing. 

And it’s no different in Portland.
At the last Board of Education (BOE) meeting, 

the assistant to the superintendent for business 
and financial affairs Stephanie Fragola explained 
a deficit of funds for the current fiscal year. Ac-
cording to the authorized spending report from 
March 31, the BOE’s budget had a deficit of 
$273,000. However, the following week, the dis-
trict got the news that the tennis courts needed 
to be redone, adding another $20,000, making it 
about a $293,000 deficit. Fragola said school ad-
ministration was in a budget freeze, so the only 
things to come through her last report would be 
graduation and the tennis courts. 

Since the books don’t close until June 30, there 
are concerns about the deficit growing, especially 
because of the state’s excess cost grant. Fragola 
said administration was notified by the state that 
more requests came in than funding, causing a 
reduction in the amount of the dollars going to 
Portland. “[It’s] about $80,000 less,” Fragola said. 
“That was not great news to get.”

In the report from March, the excess cost 

funding was $666,155 but now it is looking clos-
er to $587,000. 

The deficit is centered around student services, 
special education costs, outplacement costs and 
transportation. “These are mandatory costs,” said 
BOE chairperson Laurel Steinhauser. 

Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton 
explained that the unfunded mandates come in 
from the federal and state levels – and that even-
tually, they add up. 

“These are obligations,” he said. “We are happy 
to do them because they’re great for kids but at 
some point….yeah.” 

 Board member Meg Scata furthered that 
point. “Every district is faced with an increase 
and we’ve been up at the legislature complaining 
about it,” said Scata, adding she was surprised 
that the legislature “didn’t go and try to get a 
supplemental [appropriation] or get something 
to reduce the burden that the districts are facing.”

The district administrators said they do a lot 
of work to keep students in-house. They have 
four programs aimed at maintaining peer con-
nections for the children, which benefits both the 
kids and the organization. However, those chil-
dren who cannot be accommodated within the 

district must be placed elsewhere, causing signif-
icant costs without any capped limit. The district 
has petitioned both the education committee 
and the legislature to scrutinize these outplace-
ment agencies, which the district said charges 
“extremely high” fees, ranging from $300,000-
$400,000 for daily and residential treatment ser-
vices that the district cannot provide internally.

Scata said other districts are going to the state 
legislature “shaking the tin can.”  The special 
education excess grant reimbursement rate has 
decreased from 80% to 71% in the last four years. 

Scata noted that, following the 2022-23 fiscal 
year, a new amendment was added that estab-
lished three tiers of reimbursement, based on 
the wealth ranking of the municipality. The end 
result, she said, has not been good for Portland.

“They muck[ed] around with a formula and 
they changed it,” she said. “They said they were 
going to give us more money and they turned 
around and they can’t give us as much as what 

was promised.”
She continued, “Where’s the fairness? Keep the 

promise. Even though we may only get $10,000, 
it would be $10,000 more that we don’t have right 
now.” 

With the tiered formula, Portland is getting 
a 70% reimbursement rate. When Fragola first 
started, she said the rate was about 88% but 
quickly declined. 

As stated previously, the books close for the 
current fiscal year on June 30. Fragola said they 
are trying to mitigate the deficit as much as they 
can. “We have to pay our bills. We have to pay the 
salaries,” Fragola stated. She, along with the su-
perintendent, has been looking for ways to close 
the gap and get the deficit down by finding other 
funding or moving items around. 

“We’ll continue working with Ryan [Curley] 
and making sure that we are in close commu-
nication with his office around this,” said Stein-
hauser. “It’s an unfortunate situation.” 

 Vocal Chords Spring Concert 
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) will hold its spring concert, “Shar-
ing Our Love of Music,” on Saturday, May 4, at 
7 p.m., at Portland High School, 95 High St., 
Portland.

All are invited to this evening of music as 
MHVC’s 90-voice chorus and 10-piece orches-
tra perform a variety of songs. Music director is 
Samuel Tucker, and Alan Dougherty is accom-

panist. 
Proceeds from the concert are returned to the 

community in the form of scholarships present-
ed to graduating Middlesex County high school 
seniors pursuing a career in music or nursing.   

Tickets are $25. Call 860-347-2787 or 860-
342-3120 for tickets or visit www.vocalcho-
rds20.org. People are also invited to follow 
MHVC on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-

ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required unless noted.

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades 6-8): Sat-
urdays, April 20-May 11, 3-4 p.m., at Portland 
West Golf Course. 

Junior Golf Workshop (Grades K-8) Ses-
sion 2: Tuesdays, June 4-25, at Portland West. 
The grades K-2 class meets 4-5 p.m.; grades 3-5 
class meets 5:15-6:15 p.m.; and grades 6-8 class 
meets class 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Organic Community Garden: All are wel-
come to grow their favorite vegetable, flower or 

herb. The garden is located in Bransfield Park 
on Rose Hill Road. Gardeners can purchase a 
10x10 plot for the summer for a fee of $30.

Kids’ Blast: Morning (7-8:15 a.m.) and af-
ternoon (3-6 p.m.) child care is available, for 
students enrolled in grades K-6 in the Portland 
Public School system. Call Parks and Rec. for 
prices and more information.

Connecticut Certificate of Personal Wa-
tercraft Operation (CPWO): Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 21 and 22, 5-9 p.m., at Port-
land Library. The successful completion of this 
beginner boating class will give you the knowl-
edge and a completion certificate needed to ob-
tain a boater’s license/certification in Connecti-
cut.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
ay 

Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969

Adventures in grooming & pet cAre
Grooming • Training

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
311 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
RE6-19-20

Dog Tales

Kenny Fletcher Car Show
The Kenny Fletcher Car Show at Valli will re-

turn for its 12th car show on Saturday, April 27, 
from 3-7 p.m., at Valli Construction, 22 Sand 
Hill Rd.; rain date is May 4. The show is in mem-
ory of local veteran Kenny Fletcher who passed 
away from pancreatic cancer on April 19, 2011.

Show car entry fee is $10, cash only, at the 
gate. Admission for spectators is free, though 
donations are appreciated. There will be tro-
phies for first, second and third place, and dash 
plaques will be given to the first 200 cars. There 
will be music, and food, water and soda will be 

available for purchase – and are also cash only. 
Proceeds from the car show go to Portland 

Food Bank, Portland Zion Lutheran Church, 
Middlesex Hospital Hospice, PHS Class of 2024 
Project Graduation, Middlesex Cancer Center, 
and Portland VFW Post 6121. 

No pets, please. For more information, call 
Michael Bellobuono at 860-707-4231, or Mi-
chael Brown at 860-982-3227, or search on 
Facebook for Kenny Fletcher Memorial Cruise 
Night.

Stonewall Speakers
The Town of Portland’s Committee on Soli-

darity and Portland Library will present a 
Stonewall Speakers Panel on Saturday, April 20, 
from 1-2 p.m., at Portland Library. 

The Stonewall Speakers, a program of the 
Connecticut Stonewall Foundation, Inc., is an 
all-volunteer speaker’s bureau of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, non-binary, pansexual 
and queer people, and their allies. The speakers 
seek to help eliminate hate and promote under-

standing. Speakers combine personal life stories 
with a question and answer session. Visit www.
stonewallspeakers.org for more information on 
the program.

Registration is not required, but is encour-
aged. This event is sponsored by donors to the 
Portland Committee on Solidarity; for more in-
formation on the committee, email portlandct-
solidarity@gmail.com. 

Bill Peterson Memorial Scholarship
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) has announced 

the availability of the Bill Peterson Memorial 
Scholarship.

Peterson was a lifelong Portland resident, ar-
dent soccer fan, and contributor to the town’s 
soccer program. He was instrumental in form-
ing the Portland Soccer Club and this scholar-
ship helps to honor his memory and connection 
to Portland’s soccer history.

The PSC Board of Directors will award one 
$500 scholarship annually for high school se-
niors who are college- or post high school-in-
stitution bound. Applicants must be a Portland 
resident and have played a minimum of two 

years with the PSC. All applicants must submit 
a 250-word essay explaining “How Soccer In-
spired Me to Give Back to the Community.” The 
essay needs to demonstrate the role soccer has 
had in the applicant’s development and how the 
applicant has used that influence to give back to 
Portland’s soccer community.

Scholarship applications can be found on the 
Portland Soccer Club website, www.bluesom-
brero.com/portlandsoccerclub, under the ‘Com-
munity Link’ drop-down. All scholarship appli-
cations must be received no later than May 8. 

For more information, contact PSC President 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com.   

Tag Sale Donations Sought

Registration Continues for Town-Wide Tag Sale

The Portland Historical Society will hold its 
28th annual Town-Wide Tag Sale Day Saturday, 
May 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The soci-
ety will participate with its own tag sale on the 
grounds of the Ruth Callander House Museum 
of Portland History. 

Volunteers from the society will receive items 
in good condition at the Ruth Callander House 
garage, 492 Main Street, from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays, April 20 and 27. No textbooks, 
electronics (including televisions, computers or 
printers), clothing or footwear, large furniture 

or unwieldy items (dirty, broken, rusty) are ac-
cepted. Vintage and antique items are always 
welcome. 

If you are cleaning and tossing photos from 
the past, please contact the historical society to 
find out if the it would like them for its collec-
tion. These photos can be of people, places and 
events from Portland’s history.

For more information on donating items, call 
860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThistory@
gmail.com.

The Portland Historical Society’s 28th annual 
Town-Wide Tag Sales Day will take place Satur-
day, May 11 – and less than two weeks remain 
to register.  

Visit www.portlandhistsoc.org and click on 
the link (the big yellow banner) to register; just 
follow the instructions online. Paper registra-
tion sheets are also available in the barrel on the 
front steps of the Ruth Callander House Mu-
seum of Portland History located at 492 Main 
St. Completed paper registrations along with 
payment should be mailed to the society at P.O. 
Box 98, Portland, CT 06480. The fee to register 
is $25 and all registrations must be received by 
Sunday, April 28. 

Portland residents who sign up will be as-
signed a spot on the society’s official Tag Sale 
Map issued for that day listing the sale locations 
and types of items featured at each one. Each 
registered tag sale will be marked with a num-
bered pole sign corresponding to sale locations 
on the map.

On Saturday, May 11, the society will have a 
Bake Sale of homemade goodies at the Calland-
er House. Members and friends of the society 
will be baking before Saturday and packaging 
their specialties for this sell-out sale. 

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the historical society.

PHS Track Ribbon-Cutting
The Town of Portland and Portland Public 

Schools will hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the new Portland High School athletic track Tues-
day, April 23, at 3:15 p.m. All are invited to attend. 
Rain date is Wednesday, April 24, also at 3:15 p.m.

The ceremony will mark a significant milestone 
for Portland High School as it celebrates the com-
pletion of its long-awaited athletic track renova-
tion. After years of being unable to host athletic 
competitions due to the deterioration of the pre-
vious track, the school will now welcome athletes 
and spectators back to its facilities.

Funding for the track was made possible by 

the support of state Sen. Norm Needleman (D-
33) and state Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32), who 
helped to secure $500,736 in state funding. Ad-
ditional funds were approved by the residents of 
Portland at a special town meeting held in March 
2023.

“We are all thrilled to see this track project 
through to completion,” said First Selectman 
Ryan Curley. “Having a safe and reliable athletic 
facility is something that both our students and 
residents deserve. The Board of Selectmen wishes 
a successful season to the Portland High School 
track team!” 

The new athletic track was completed by Clas-
sic Turf Company, LLC and features a post-ten-
sion base, a design aimed at increasing longevity 
beyond traditional asphalt-based

tracks. According to a press release issued by 
Curley’s office, “this enhancement not only en-
sures a durable and reliable track surface but also 
provides a cost-effective solution for our commu-
nity.” 

Curley thanked Portland Public Schools Build-
ing and Grounds Director Bob Shea for oversee-
ing the track’s construction.

Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton 
added, “The new track is beautiful and opens up 
innumerable opportunities to support the health 
and wellbeing of our students and community. 
We deeply appreciate the support of everyone 
who contributed to making this a reality for our 
community.” 

Local Band to Perform at Trinity Church
By London Brazal

Seven years ago, the Trinity Episcopal Church 
created a concert series called “Vital Connec-
tions Through Music.” As music is considered 
a universal language, bringing people together 
no matter their background, members of the 
church wanted to provide a venue to share mu-
sic, ideas and stories with the public, regardless 
of their religious beliefs. 

Throughout the year, the church organized 
approximately six shows. Profits generated from 
these events were directed towards supporting 
nonprofits such as the Portland Food Bank, 
Portland Fire Department, the guide dog foun-
dation Fidelco, the Wounded Warriors Project 
and Veterans-Backpacks for Life. In the past, 
proceeds were donated to local, regional and 
national nonprofit organizations. The concert 
series raised more than $2,000 in the fall of 2022 
to support Ukraine in its war against Russia. 

The proceeds of the upcoming concert will go 
to the Middlesex Land Trust. The mission of the 
Middlesex Land Trust is dedicated to safeguard-
ing open spaces in Northern Middlesex County 

by identifying, protecting and maintaining 
significant natural features such as wetlands, 
scenic areas, critical wildlife habitats, prime 
farmland and unique geological formations. 
The trust welcomes donations of land and con-
servation easements to ensure that these lands 
remain in open space for the well-being and 
pleasure of generations to come. Since 1987, the 
land trust has worked towards its mission. Op-
erating across Cromwell, Durham, Middlefield, 
Middletown, East Hampton, Portland and Had-
dam Neck, the land trust presently oversees the 
ownership and management of over 1,000 acres 
spanning 52 preserves.

Before the pandemic, the concert series had a 
successful run, but it wasn’t until the committee 
rebranded in 2022 when it continued to pros-
per. The new name,  Brownstone Vital Connec-
tions, utilizes a common name associated with 
the venue and expanded performance options. 
However, the spirit of the series still connects 
to Trinity’s mission of outreach. The main goal 
is to share the acoustics of the church with the 

community and support local singers and song-
writers. 

Ultimately, the members of the Brownstone 
Vital Connections committee want to continue 
their efforts to become an inclusive community 
space. The present committee has six members: 
Ray and Rita Phillips, Carol and Jim Hill, Carla 
Harris and Judy Henderson. With the concert 
series now going into its seventh year, Ray Phil-
lips reflected, “I have seen the size of our crowds 
grow as we present more diversity in the music 
and the causes we support.” 

In the planning efforts, the committee’s goal 
was to broaden the audience by featuring more 
bands that appeal to a wider demographic. The 
committee wanted to shift their focus since the 
previous approach wasn’t yielding sufficient re-
sults. And, since the funds are not for the church 
iteslf, the committee wants people to support 
the various causes the money is donated to. 

The band performing for the first concert of 
the series is Portland’s own Great Hill Mountain 
Band, featuring Mike Foley and Luke Guilmette 

on guitar and vocals, John Guilmette on drums 
and Dan Guilmette. The band is celebrating 
their 30th anniversary this year. Since 1994, 
they have been playing the greatest hits of coun-
try and country rock. The band also will be do-
nating a part of its T-shirt sales to the Middlesex 
Land Trust. 

 Community members are invited to enjoy an 
afternoon of music, dancing and refreshments. 
The venue is very accommodating for concerts 
with plenty of space to move around and the 
state-of-the-art sound system. The members of 
the church believe the venue is their greatest re-
source to share with the community regardless 
of if they attend Sunday service. 

The Trinity Episcopal Church is located at 
345 Main St. The first concert of the series will 
be hosted on Sunday, May 5, at 4 p.m. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance for $12 by calling 
860-463-6444, or emailing trinityvitalconnec-
tions@gmail.com. Tickets will also be available 
at the door for $15. 

Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting
On Sunday, April 28, Portland resident 

Alain Munkittrick will present a program, 
“Historic Places & Open Spaces,” at the 
Brownstone Quorum’s annual meeting. The 
meeting will begin at 2 p.m. at the Portland 
Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. 

Co-sponsored by the Quorum and the 
Portland Historical Society, Munkittrick’s 
talk will draw from his research for his latest 
publication, Historic Houses of the Connecticut 
River Valley, focusing on how the evolution 

of amalgamated family farmsteads and great 
landed estates to parklands and preserves have 
contributed to the nature of the valley as it is 
seen today. 

 The program will begin after the election of 
officers and presentation of awards. Light re-
freshments will be served. Register in person 
at the senior center or by phone at 860-342-
6760. For more information, contact Brown-
stone Quorum member Tom Bransfield at 
860-538-3607 or Bqriverfront@gmail.com.
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Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!

Route 17, Portland
(860) 342-1844

Hours: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm Daily

Gotta’s Farm

Perennials, Pansies and early 
season Veggies all hardened off 

and ready for planting.

Farm fresh pies, breads and baked desserts

All Annual trays $1.59 
each or $15.99 for a 

flat of 12 trays.

All 4” Perennials 
$4.99 each or $60.00 

for a flat of 15

Gerbera Daisies $4.99 each or $60 for a flat of 15.

We have thousands of 10” Hanging 
Baskets starting at $16.95.

12” Combination 
Baskets for $31.95. 

We have 3 cubic ft. bags of Mulch for sale 
along with bagged Top Soil & Potting Soil

Gotta’s Farm is Open for the
2024 Season for Our 126th Year!
QP will open Thursday, May 2nd

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Call 
Us 

Today

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection

The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a free Household Hazardous Waste 
collection event Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., at Clinton Public Works Garage, 17 Nod 
Rd., Clinton. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region, which includes East Hampton 
& Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. 

Visit rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste/ 
to learn more.

Historical Society to Hold Membership Meeting
The Portland Historical Society will hold a 

meeting for membership to discuss proposed 
bylaw changes on Tuesday, April 23, at 7 p.m., at 
the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

Society members and the public can read the 
proposed changes, as well as the present bylaws, 
before the meeting by going to www.portlan-
dhistsoc.com and clicking on “Publications” in 
the left-hand column. Choose “Proposed Re-

vised Bylaws” to review the document. 
It is anticipated that a meeting to vote on 

adopting the new bylaws will be held Tuesday, 
May 28.

The Portland Historical Society is a nonprofit 
organization that collects, preserves and shares 
the history of Portland. Membership is open to 
all.

From the First Selectman’s Desk
Dear Portland Residents:

Spring has arrived here in Portland and with it, a number of great events. I hope to see many of 
you at the upcoming Kenny Fletcher Memorial Car show and Town-Wide Tag Sale. Below is an 
update on a number of items going on in town:

School Facilities Project: As you may recall, the Board of Selectmen and Board of Education 
have been exploring a plan to address its aging school facilities. Friar Architecture has completed 
their initial design work and will be presenting renderings and cost estimates of a renovated Pre-K 
to Grade 5 Valley View School at a special joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Board of 
Education on Tuesday, April 23, at 6:30 p.m., in Portland High School Library and Zoom. I en-
courage everyone attend. Please remember that a final decision has yet to be made.

Brainerd Place: The developer of the Brainerd Place project has resubmitted his requested 
changes that were withdrawn at the April 4th Public Hearing. These requests will once again go 
before the Planning & Zoning Commission at a date sometime in May.

Prior to that meeting, the Brainerd Place developer will present, in detail, his proposed changes 
– as well as his rationale for requesting these changes – at a special meeting of Portland’s Economic 
Development Commission. This special meeting will take place on Monday, April 29, at 7 p.m., 
in the Portland High School auditorium. The meeting is open to the public and all residents who 
would like more information on the proposed changes are encouraged to attend. Please note that 
no decisions of any kind will made at this special meeting. Rather, the special meeting is intended 
to serve as an information session for Portland residents and business owners.

Annual Budget: The Board of Selectmen adopted the fiscal year 2024-2025 budget at our April 
3 meeting. The budget can be viewed in its entirety at www.portlandct.org/budgets as well as in the 
town clerk’s office and Portland Library. The budget calls for an overall increase in expenditures 
of 4.62% between the Board of Education and General Government. If approved at referendum, 
residents would see a 3.11% increase to the current mill rate.

Referendum: The budget now goes to the voters and property owners of Portland, first at an 
annual town meeting on May 6 and then to be voted on at referendum on Monday, May 13. Polls 
will be open on May 8 between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. at Portland Middle School, located at 93 High St. 
Absentee ballots are available in the town clerk’s office beginning Wednesday, April 24. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions on the budget.

Jobs Pond: Excessive rainwater has caused the flooding of a number of residences along Jobs 
Pond. Because of this, the Town has requested Federal assistance through the Emergency Water-
shed Protection (EWP) program. Representatives from the USDA Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service conducted a field review of the current conditions on April 11. This is the first step in 
a process aimed at securing assistance for those impacted residents. The town remains in regular 
communication with our state and federal representatives and agencies. We are striving for a swift 
and effective resolution for this ongoing flooding crisis.

High School Track Ribbon-Cutting: There will be a ribbon cutting for the new athletic track 
at Portland High School on Tuesday, April 23, at 3:15 p.m. (rain date to be Wednesday April 24, 
at 3:15 p.m.). The ribbon-cutting will coincide with the Portland High School’s first home track 
meet. All are invited to attend.

Portland Rec Complex: The water has been turned on and the bathrooms are officially open for 
the season. Thank you to Portland Public Works! As a reminder the splash pad will open in time 
for Memorial Day Weekend in May.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or comments: by email at 
rcurley@portlandct.org or by phone at 860-342-6715. Office hours can be made by appointment 
or by stopping by Town Hall.

Sincerely,
Ryan J. Curley

Portland First Selectman

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The 
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior center does 
not need any donations directed toward the se-
nior center. People are asked to only leave dona-
tions for the Food Bank, and only during food 
bank hours. 

Medical Equipment Donations: Call the se-
nior center to ask if the center is seeking medi-
cal equipment donations at this time. Due to 
limited space, donations cannot be accepted at 
the senior center without prior approval by the 
director.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light Aer-
obics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance and 

Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Cooking for One with 
Marilyn, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday: Bears on 
a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy 
bears for cancer patients – donations are sought 
of light fleece, one yard or more, for making 
bears (to donate, call 860-342-0809); Water-
color Class, 9:30 a.m.-noon (to register, email 
bivenne@yahoo.com); Coupons for Troops, 1-4 
p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m. Wednesday: Light Aero-
bics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Syncosize II Dance and 
Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; Bridge, 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; Knit & 
Stitch, 10 a.m.; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 
1 p.m. Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Special Events: Congregate Meals: Tues-
days and Thursdays at noon. Fee: $3 suggested 
donation. Seniors (60+) can socialize with 
other members of the community while enjoy-
ing a hot lunch. If interested in attending, ask 
or call Holly or Judy for an application form-
860.342.6761

National Day of Prayer
All are invited to gather at Town Hall, 33 East 

Main St., on Thursday, May 2, at 5 p.m., for a 
local celebration of the National Day of Prayer. 
All are invited to pray for the town, its families 
and schools, as well as the state and country.

Hemlock Grange
Game Night

Hemlock Grange will have a Game Night So-
cial membership drive on Friday, April 26, at 
7:30 p.m., at the Grange Hall, 17 Sage Hollow 
Rd.

All are invited to an evening of socializing, 
playing various table games, a teacup raffle and 
refreshments. Attendees will also learn about 
the Grange, a community service oriented orga-
nization with its roots based in agriculture.

Correction
In the article last week on the Portland 

budget, which appeared on page 13, Board 
of Selectmen member Shaun Manning was 
quoted as saying the Board of Education 
spent $119,000; he actually said it spent 
$19,000.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit the 
calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Masks are optional.

Passport to Connecticut Libraries Pro-
gram: Runs through April 30. To participate, 
start at Portland Library and show your library 
card to pick up your Passport and collect your 
first stamp. Then take your Passport along as 
you visit as many of the participating public 
libraries in our state and collect a stamp from 
each one throughout April. If you visit at least 
five libraries, and then hand in your passport 
back in at Portland Library (due back to us by 
5 p.m. Friday, May 10) you have the chance to 
win a prize from the Connecticut Library As-
sociation.

Youth Programs: Egg-cellent Adventures: 
Thursday, April 25, at 3:30 p.m., for grades K-2. 
Space is limited.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Saturday, May 4, 
10:30 a.m.-noon. The library has partnered with 
Middletown High School’s animal ambassador 
program and is hosting a therapy animal at the 
library. Kids ages 6-12 can make an appoint-

ment for a 15-minute session to read to an ani-
mal buddy. 

May the Fourth Be with You: Paint Your 
Own 3D Figure: Saturday, May 4, 1-2:30 p.m., 
for grades 2-6. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Monthly Writers’ Cafe: 
Saturdays, April 20, May 18 and June 15, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Van Beynum Room. The first 
hour will be quiet writing time, with the final 
30 minutes set aside to chat about your project 
with fellow writers.

Ukulele Classes: Tuesdays, 5:15 p.m., April 
23 and 30. These are free 45-minute beginner 
lessons for adults and children ages 11 and up. 
Bring your own ukulele or borrow one from the 
library. Space is limited.

Attracting Birds, Butterflies, Bees and 
Other Beneficials: This program, scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 24, has been canceled. Watch 
for a new date. 

Book Clubs: 1st Thursday Night Book 
Club: Thursday, May 2, 6:30 p.m. Everything I 
Never Told You by Celeste Ng will be discussed. 
Talk About Books: Tuesday, May 7, 1 p.m. The 
Museum of Ordinary People by Mike Gayle will 
be discussed.

Seeds Wanted: Seed donations for the spring 
and summer gardening seasons, and is also 
looking for help to sort and repackage dona-
tions for distribution on Saturday, April 27, at 
12:30 p.m.

Honor Society Inductee
Ella Bankoski of Portland was recently initiat-

ed into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, an 
all-discipline collegiate honor society. Bankoski 
was initiated at Sacred Heart University.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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493 Westchester Road, Colchester, CT

A Connecticut 
Adult-Use 

Cannabis Retailer
Do not use cannabis if you

are under twenty-one years of age.
Keep cannabis out of reach of children.

860-420-3292
OPEN: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm

Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm

NOW 
OPEN! C

IT
4-

18
-2

4

www.theharvestcornerct.com

don’t. People have abused the planet to the point 
that resources that seemed unlimited a hundred 
years ago are diminishing rapidly, or extremely 
difficult to get. There would be far fewer short-
ages if there were far fewer people clamoring for 
whatever it is we’re short of. Every major global 
problem has the same basis: too many people.

Some say, “follow the money.” I say, “follow 
the people.”

John Barnowski – Colchester

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
$Letters cont. from page 7

Cowardice
To the Editor:

Some of you will disagree with what I have to 
say here. Some of you may hate what I have to 
say. But at the end you’ll find a name and own-
ership of these words.

Multiple members of the East Hampton com-
munity have recently received anonymous, 
vaguely threatening letters claiming to rep-
resent “the general consensus of those in East 
Hampton” that individuals and businesses have 
“overstepped” their bounds by providing a safe 
and welcoming environment for marginalized 
populations. Grammar issues aside (seriously, 
pronouns aren’t new, folks – I’m sure to use lots 
of them here), the overt racism and homopho-
bia on display in these letters are disgusting and 
have no place in 2024.

To the cowardly author of these letters, I 
say this: thank you for reminding us that this 
kind of hate and intolerance still exists, and for 
helping to bring a community together around 
shared values. You claim to speak on behalf of 
the town, but I assure you that you have badly 
misread what the “general consensus” of this 
community is. I, for one, am a proud supporter 
of the Black Lives Matter movement, an active 
supporter of LGBTQIA+ rights, and believe that 
everyone deserves the simple dignity of living a 
genuine life.

If you truly stand by your convictions and 
the stances you’ve taken in these letters, then 
at least have the courage to own your opinions. 
If you truly believe that the community shares 
your viewpoint, why the need to hide behind 
anonymity?

Your cowardice belies your “consensus.”
Jordan Werme

East Hampton Town Council
jwerme@easthamptonct.gov

Note: Werme is a member of the East Hampton 
Town Council, but is speaking as an individual.

Responsibility
To the Editor:

Monday night, our town manager offered a 
thorough, well-done explanation to townspeo-
ple, carefully reviewing each aspect of the town 
budget as sent forward by the Board of Finance. 
He fielded questions and comments, many 
tough, about the large increase in our taxes, 
which items are mitigated by grants and saved 
dollars, what impact various operational issues 
have on our town.

Two things were not made clear. One, as 
Town Manager he was the appropriate spokes-
person but he is not responsible for the whole 
budget. Each board develops its own budget. 
David Porter has no power to accept or veto any 
of it. He works with members to help shape the 
town’s needs and budget for them, but none of 
those dollars are under his control-he deserves 
no blame for our budgets or taxes.

Second, the Board of Education is totally free 
to make its own budget decisions, and forward 
them directly to the BOF. Please note, accord-
ing to a citizen who voiced concern at the meet-
ing, the BOE and RHAM budget accounts for 
71% of our budget! The BOE chair spoke about 
transparency, suggesting the BOE minutes are 
available to all, the meetings open. True, but 
misleading. One cannot interact or ask ques-
tions- questions are only rhetorical. Our super-
intendent decided she wanted two principals 
and a new administrative structure-she went 
ahead and hired them BEFORE the budget was 
ever passed by the townspeople, ignoring con-
cerns about the need or desirability of her new 
plan, which was rubber stamped by her board.

The BOF never even questioned their budget- 
in fact they were reprehensible to the one mem-
ber who questioned and dove into facts. Board 
of Finance, time to scrutinize the BOE budget. 
Townspeople, come and question at the BOF/
BOE May 6th town meeting.

Ann Terezakis – Marlborough 

Rivereast Standout Athletes for April

RHAM High School senior Sean Connolly fanned 16 batters as the Raptors beat East 
Catholic. Photo credit: Patrick Miller, a current student at UConn and former RHAM 
High School baseball player.

By Josh Howard
Here are a dozen athletes who were selected 

Rivereast Standouts of the Week for their efforts 
through the first few weeks of the spring sports 
seasons:

Sean Connolly – RHAM High School (Base-
ball): Connolly pitched a complete game, strik-
ing out 16 and surrendering only two hits in a 
4-1 win over East Catholic on April 10.  Connol-
ly, a senior, has recently decided to play baseball 
at Salisbury School in Connecticut for a post-
graduate year before continuing his athletic and 
academic journey at Stonehill College in Mas-
sachusetts starting in the fall of 2025.

Riley Stolzman – Bacon Academy (Soft-
ball): Stolzman shined in her debut on the high 
school diamonds, driving in six runs on three 
hits as the Bobcats trounced Norwich Tech 16-1 
in the season opener on April 1. Stolzman, a 
freshman, connected on a pair of doubles and 
scored a run as Bacon scored a half dozen runs 
in both the second and third innings to pull 
away.    

Baden Plante – East Hampton High School 
(Baseball): Plante, a senior, struck out 14 to 
earn the win from the mound as the Bellringers 
won a road contest over Shoreline Conference 
(SLC) rival Cromwell, 14-3, on April 3. Plante 
also helped his own cause from the plate, con-
necting on three hits to drive in two runs and 
score another as the Bellringers broke the game 
open with a seven-run sixth inning to secure the 
victory. Austin Bigelow added three RBIs on a 
pair of hits, also scoring two runs as the team 
won their first game this spring. East Hampton 
is next scheduled to host SLC rival Coginchaug 
on Monday, April 22 at 4 p.m. 

Cassidy Maruschock and Emelia Eckert – 
Portland High School (Tennis): Maruschock 
and Eckert teamed up to win the No. 1 doubles 
match, earning a key victory as the Highlanders 
defeated East Hampton (4-3) on April 5. Mad-
elyn Varano also won her No. 2 singles match, 
while Skyla Rascati and Kiley Scott won the No. 
2 doubles match and Piper Rettich and Avery 
Johnson won the No. 3 doubles match. The 
Highlanders are next slated to host Sheehan on 
Monday, April 22 at 3:45 p.m.

Chelsea Woods – East Hampton High 
School (Golf): Woods topped the leaderboard, 
shooting 38 to win by two strokes, as the Bell-
ringers defeated Hale Ray (169-188) on April 
16.  Woods, a senior, shot par on seven of nine 
holes to head a strong East Hampton contingent 
that also had solid showings from Chase Palm-
er (41) and Jacob Woods (42). The Bellringers 
will next host Manchester at Quarry Ridge Golf 
Course on Monday, April 22 at 3:00 p.m.

Luke Stennett – Portland High School 
(Golf): Stennett picked up right where he left 
off a season ago, finishing as the medalist by 

shooting a 34, while senior teammate Quinn 
Lapinski shot a 35 during the Highlanders’ 161-
165 victory over Coventry on April 11. Sten-
nett, who has finished atop the standings at the 
previous three state championships, leads an 
experienced group of golfers that is looking to 
help Portland capture an unprecedented fourth 
straight team championship this spring. The 
Highlanders next host Norwich Tech and Valley 
Regional at Portland Golf Course this Monday, 
April 22 at 2:45 p.m.   

Chris Lusignan - Bacon Academy (Base-
ball): Lusignan pitched a complete game shut-
out, striking out 10 as the Bobcats blanked 
Putnam 5-0 on April 9. Lusignan, a senior, 
provided the security blanket from the mound, 
while Ethan Creutz and Konnor Tuthill each 
drove in two runs and Eli Chiaverini scored and 
had an RBI to ignite the offense. Bacon Acad-
emy now heads to Dodd Stadium (home of the 
Norwich Sea Unicorns) this Saturday, April 
20 for a showdown with Massachusetts-based 
Cambridge Rinde and Latin. First pitch is noon.  

Joelle Goralnik – RHAM High School (La-
crosse): Goralnik netted a hat trick, including a 
dramatic game-winner as the Raptors defeated 
Mercy 5-4 on April 13. Goralnik, a senior, broke 
a tie by tallying her third goal with five seconds 
left in regulation after getting an assist from 
Hazel Landers, earning the Raptors their first 
win this spring. Eva Keleher added two goals 
for RHAM, who are next slated to host South 
Windsor on Tuesday, April 23 at 4:30 p.m.

Josh Hanna – Portland High School (Base-
ball): Hanna is off to a hot start this spring, re-
cently smashing a pair of home runs in a 12-6 
win over Putnam on April 15. Hanna, a senior 
captain, scored four runs and connected on four 
hits that drove in five runs as the Highlanders 
broke the game open with six runs in the third 
inning, improving the team to 3-1. Portland is 
slated to host SLC rival Cromwell at PHS today 
(Friday, April 19) at 4 p.m.  

Camden McPeck – RHAM High School 
(Baseball): McPeck powered Raptors baseball 
last week, connecting on eight hits and driv-
ing in eight runs. McPeck, a senior, cranked a 
three-run home run in the team’s win over Co-
nard in West Hartford on April 15 as the team 
improved to 4-1. RHAM’s early-season victories 
include triumphs over Berlin and East Catholic 
and they are next slated to host Coventry today 
(Friday, April 19) at 3:45 p.m.

Jazlyn Small-Yu and Reina Hill – Bacon 
Academy (Softball): Small-Yu and Hill had 
nearly identical and equally impressive stat 
lines – each hammering a pair of home runs 
– as the Bobcats beat RHAM 22-15 on April 6. 
Small-Yu, a senior, connected on four hits, driv-
ing in four runs and scoring five more. Hill, a 
freshman, also scored five runs on four hits and 

racked up four RBIs. The Bobcats and the Rap-
tors will rematch this Saturday, April 20 at Ba-
con Academy. First pitch is 10 a.m.   

Dan Fields -- East Hampton (Tennis): Fields 
was victorious in his first ever high school 
match, easily winning the No. 4 singles match 
(6-0, 6-1) over Lucas McMillan of Old Lyme on 
April 1. Fields, a freshman, brought home one 
of the two victories for the Bellringers in the 

season opener, as East Hampton’s No. 2 doubles 
team of Aiden Nolan & Will Bothamley also 
won.  The Bellringers next five matches are on 
the road, with a trip to Westbrook tonight (Fri-
day, April 19) at 5 p.m.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week or with sports-related comments, email 
joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 5/2/2024.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates
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 High pay; great hours
 Great for stay-at-home parents, retirees
 A family friendly environment
 Drive your own children to school
 Preschool children? Take them to work with you!
 That means no daycare costs!
 All training provided & licensing fees 100% reimbursed
 after completing 60 days of driving employment 

M&J BUS, INC.
OPEN HOUSEWednesday

April 24,
2024

10:00am to 
1:00pm

Ever Wonder What
It’s Like To Be A

School Bus Driver?

• What Is It Actually Like
 To Drive A Big Bus?
• What Is The Training
 Process Like?
• Could This Really Be
 A Great Job For Me?

860-537-2622

smolina@mjbusinc.com

mjbusinc.com

M & J BUS, INC
355 New London Road
Colchester, CT 06415

Please join us for our Open House! On Wednesday, April 24, 2024, 
our managers/dispatchers & certified trainer will be here to welcome 
you to our M & J Terminal, talk with you, show you around & answer 
every one of your questions. This is a unique opportunity to sit in the 
driver’s seat & picture yourself as a newly licensed school bus driver!

Burn Oil
C O M P A N Y

(860) 295-9046
Residential & Commercial Heating Oil 

Senior & Volume Discounts

Now offering on and off road Diesel Sales.
Please call for competitive pricing.

Minimum 
Delivery

100
Gallons!

No
Pre-Buys 
Available

H.O.D. #1087
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

30 Years in the Travel Business

Call Hebron Travel Today and Get Out of Town!

Excellent 
Service!

Personal 
Touches!

Magical Memories!

Inventive 
Solutions!

CYSS News & Notes
Colchester Youth and Social Services has an-

nounced the following programs. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs, at 
www.colchesterct.gov/yss. For more informa-
tion, contact CYSS at 860-537-7255 or youth-
services@colchesterct.gov.

Colchester Boys Council: This group for 
fifth-grade boys meets Mondays from 3:15-4:30 
p.m., and is led by CYSS prevention coordinator 
Marquis Lawson. Boys will share their experi-
ences, questions and concerns. Space is limited. 

Meeting Childhood Challenges: In this pro-
gram, a continuation of “Supporting Your Anx-
ious Child,” parents of children ages 8-12 can 
come together for a discussion on supportive 
ways to respond as a parent and to learn meth-
ods to navigate childhood challenges. There will 
be time for questions as well. The program will 
meet April 24 and May 22, from 6:30-8 p.m. 

each night, at Cragin Library – Norton Room 
A. Registration is required for each date. 

After 2: This afterschool program for mid-
dle school-aged students meets Tuesdays from 
2-4:30 p.m. throughout the school year. This 
program provides time for kids to have home-
work help, or just some quiet time to complete 
their work, small social-emotional learning 
group time, as well as a safe place to hang out. 
Registration is required in advance. 

Drop In @ the Youth Center: Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m., for grades 6-8. In this 
program, kids can drop in to the youth center 
for a snack and play some games. You do not 
need to pre-register to attend the Youth Cen-
ter. However, students will receive instructions 
for online registration at their first visit, as they 
must be registered online to attend again. Call 
CYSS for more information.

Memorial Day Participants Welcome
On Sunday, May 26, Colchester will hold its 

annual Memorial Day Parade, and local groups 
are encouraged to participate. Each contingent 
willing to march or bring a float can obtain an 
application online, at www.colchesterct.gov/
memorial-day-parade-committee, or from the 
first selectman’s office at  Town Hall. 

The parade committee said it expects to have 
several military units represented, including the 
Army National Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marine Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard 
and the Air Force Reserve.

The theme of this year’s parade will be the 

Battle of Anzio, and the Congressional Medal 
of Honor award presented to William Johnston 
who was awarded it as a result of his efforts in 
the World War II battle. Many other local WWII 
veterans were also part of this battle. 

Grand marshal will be David Miller, a Korean 
War veteran and a longtime Colchester resident. 
The parade will also feature a guest speaker dur-
ing the gathering on the Veterans Green. 

The Colchester Parade Committee will again 
award prizes for the best volunteer marching 
unit, best float meeting this year’s parade theme, 
and most creative float.

Bacon Band Director to Retire
Bacon Academy’s band director of 37 years, 

Tom Kessler, is retiring from his post, and Ba-
con band alumni are inviting players back for 
an Alumni & Friends performance on Satur-
day, May 25, at 3 p.m., at Bacon, 611 Norwich 
Ave.

Bacon’s band program has generated hun-
dreds of graduates with whom music con-
tinues to be a source of joy, comfort, and of 

course lots of “yuks.” Many of his students 
have gone on to national and internationally 
recognized musical careers. 

For the “Alumni & Friends” performance, 
fans are needed just as much as players. Every-
one (alumni, friends, and fans) is encouraged 
to go to www.baconband.com to sign up for 
the email list and get more information on the 
event, as well as other future events.

Veterans’ 
Coffeehouse Meetup

All former military members (male and fe-
male) are invited to the next coffeehouse meet-
up Friday, April 19, from 10:15 a.m.-noon, at 
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. 

The meetups may include presentations about 
a variety of issues including veteran benefits, lo-
cal programs and opportunities and health and 
well-being. Coffee and light snacks will be pro-
vided.

For more information, call Mary Emerling at 
860-537-2921.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom 
– call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom; Saturday morning, 10 a.m.

Special Weekday Minyan: Monday, April 22, 
7 a.m., followed by breakfast.

Second Night Passover Seder: Tuesday, 
April 23, 6 p.m. 

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page, on “Ask the Rabbi” and 
“Bible Portion of the Week.”  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

APRIL MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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SPACIOUS OFFICE FOR COVID CONSCIENTIOUS CARE
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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
• Vestibular Rehabilitation Therapy
• Vestibular Certified Therapist through
the American Institute of Balance
• Orthopedic Therapy
• Sports Medicine
• Geriatric Therapy
• Certified Concussion Therapy
• Aquatic Therapy in free standing heated 
Hydroworx water tank with treadmill

860-365-5514
744 Middletown Road

Colchester, CT

Where Balance & 
Movement Rock!

NO REFERRAL NEEDED!

www.riverrockpt.com

TELEHEALTH NOW AvAiLABLE!!!

t

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $159.99 •  5-Steps only $197.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 
Limits

No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

 Certified Pre-Owned Cars
 CT Emission Testing & Repair
 Latest in Diagnostic Equipment
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Keeping 
You Running 
Since 1982!

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 42 Years Serving
 Colchester

Hand Picked Selection of
Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

373 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT

860-537-1140
www.desmondsauto.com

Less than stellar 

credit, no problem!
Great credit, 
great rates!

report with every vehicle

R
E4

-7
-2

3

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs

Warmer weather
is here...call us today

to sell your home!

Happy Spring!

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog-related items for its 
10th annual “Spring Bark for the Park,” which 
will be held on the Town Green Sunday, May 19, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain date of Sunday, 
June 2.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt 
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the 

dogs, and other canine entertainment. Vendor 
slots are available at $40 per booth. There is no 
charge for nonprofit organizations. 

If interested in a vendor slot, email tagno-
bark@gmail.com by Friday, May 3. Spring Bark 
for the Park is sponsored by the Colchester 
Parks and Recreation Department.

Shredding Old Tax and Personal Records
Residents and businesses of Colchester 

and area towns can safely shred their old tax, 
medical and personal records Saturday, April 
27, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Colchester Town 
Hall parking lot. 

Boy Scout Troop 72 will have certified 
shredding company “File Shred” in place to 
accept and safely shred your financial records. 
You can watch the items being put into the 
shredder and destroyed. 

Costs are $5 for a bag the size of a plas-
tic grocery bag and $10 for boxes the size of 

a case of copy paper or case of beer. A bulk 
price can be negotiated for larger quantities 
of records. There is no need to take off paper 
clips or staples.

Additionally, the troop will accept recycla-
ble cans and bottles on the day of the shred-
ding event.

Funds raised will be used to reduce the cost 
of programs like monthly camping and the 
cost of going to summer camp. Contact Al 
Letendre at letendrej@sbcglobal.net for more 
information.

BACA Fish Fry
The Connecticut chapter of Bikers Against 

Child Abuse (BACA) will hold a Fish Fry Satur-
day, May 18, from 1-6 p.m., at St. Joseph’s Polish 
Society, 395 S. Main St., Colchester.

There will be catfish, French fries, hush pup-
pies, coleslaw, onions, water, soda, and desserts. 
There will also be a cash bar. Music will be pro-
vided.

Donation is $25/person. Kids age 10 and un-
der will be admitted free. For more information, 
call  Happy at 860-912-4038.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is also on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 

September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

On the Green Event
The 44th Annual Colchester on the Green 

event, is scheduled to take place on June 9 on 
the Town Green and sponsored by the Colches-
ter Business Association CBA. Last year we had 
around 100 vendors including local businesses 
and residents. The Color House is a CBA mem-
ber and will be one of many members who make 
this event a success. Applications to participate 
as a business or a local resident selling Tag Sale 
items is available on the CBA website at www.
colchestercba.com.

Senior Center Newport Harbor Cruise
Colchester Senior Center is offering a one-

day Newport Harbor, R.I., cruise aboard the 
Coastal Queen on Thursday, June 27, departing 
Colchester at 9 a.m. 

View Newport Harbor and the east passage 
of Narragansett Bay up close on this narrated 
tour of the historic sites that surround Newport 
Harbor and the Jamestown shoreline. Upon ar-
rival you’ll have lunch at Johnny’s Restaurant at 
the Wyndham in Middletown, R.I. The menu is 
a choice of chicken, scrod, or pasta primavera. 

There will be time on Bowen’s Wharf for shop-
ping and browsing prior to the harbor cruise. 

Cost is $142 per person. Sign up before May 
24. Register by coming into the senior center. 
Trips are available to Colchester Senior Center 
members and their adult guests over the age of 
18. Senior center membership is free for Col-
chester residents age 55 and older. There is an 
annual fee of $15 for seniors residing outside of 
Colchester.
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Protection for Your  
BUSINESS, HOME, AUTO & MORE!

www.GerhardtInsurance.com (860) 537-4661 
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCYINSURANCE AGENCY

•
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2023 of SOLD in total

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,
Andover, and Bozrah! R
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24

 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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Spacious Covered Outdoor Patio
Live Entertainment

Private Events • Dog Friendly
— CT GROWN FINE WINES —

FARM & WINERY

468 Route 87
Columbia, CT
860-337-0162

www.heartstonewinery.comScan Scan Me Me 

OPENING FOR THE 2024 SEASON APRIL 25!

Project Graduation Trivia Night Fundraiser
Bacon Academy Project Graduation invites 

all to a Trivia Night fundraiser Friday, April 
26, at the Polish Club, 395 S. Main St. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. and the game begins at 7:30 
p.m. 

Tickets include a pasta dinner hosted by BA 
First Day and a baked goods auction at 7 p.m. 
It will be a night of prizes, raffles and trivia 
facts. Tickets are $30 per person, with tables 

seating up to 10. Registration and more in-
formation is available at baconacademypro-
jectgrad.org.

The mission of Bacon Academy Project 
Graduation is to enhance drug- and alcohol-
free awareness by providing safe and healthy 
graduation events for all graduating Bacon 
seniors.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Spring Clean-Up 2024: Saturday, April 20, 8 
a.m.-noon. Register to help clean up Colches-
ter. Parks and Rec. will provide garbage bags 
and free garbage pickup. Jobs include spread-
ing mulch raking, weeding, picking up garbage, 
and more. Locations include the schools, town 
buildings and parks. Meet up at noon for free 
ice cream as a thank you. Call Parks and Rec. for 
more information.

Open House for Summer Day Camp: Satur-
day, April 20, 10 a.m., at the RecPlex pavilion. 
Meet camp staff, ask questions, and learn all 
about the camp, which begins June 24.

World Tai Chi Day: Saturday, April 27, from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., on the Town Green. More than 
16 teachers will offer a variety of 24 free classes 
and demonstrations, or beginners and enthusi-
asts alike. 

Food Truck Festival: Saturday and Sunday, 
May 4 and 5, starting at 8 a.m., on the Town 
Green.

Youth Tennis Lessons: Tuesdays, May 14-
June 4 (makeup date June 11), at the RecPlex. 
Ages 5-7 meet 3:45-4:30 p.m. and cost is $65/
session; ages 8-12 meet 4:30-5:30 p.m. and cost 

is $85/session. There is a minimum of five play-
ers and a maximum of 10. 

Summer Day Camp: Camp registration is 
underway. The summer day camp, for kids en-
tering grades K-7 in the fall, will run June 24-
Aug. 16, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. each day. Cost per week is $170/child. 
Aftercare is an additional $45 each week. Cost 
includes all activities and field trips but does 
not include food. All snacks and lunches must 
be sent with your camper. There are separate 
camps for grades K-5 and grades 6-7.

Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership 
Program: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 
24-July 12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 
15-Aug. 2. Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Fee: $125. Upon success-
ful completion of the program you can volun-
teer as a Junior Counselor at day camp from 
July 15-Aug. 16. You’ll attend camp for free.

Indoor Street Soccer Camp: July 8-12 or July 
22-26, 9 a.m.-noon, for ages 6-12. Cost is $145.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids 
entering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week 
session runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp 
is designed to immerse kids in the world of the-
atre, culminating with performance of a play on 
Friday, Aug. 23. No acting experience necessary. 
Fee: $300/camper. A minimum of 20 campers is 
required, with a maximum of 40 campers.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m.  
All are welcome to attend. The church choir al-
ways welcomes new members. The services are 
also available on Zoom; visit westchestercong-
church.org for login information. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors two Scout BSA 
units: Troop 109 and Pack 109.  During the 
school year, Troop 109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 
p.m. and Pack 109 meets monthly on a Tuesday 
at 6:30 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need.  Take what you need; 
donate what you can. The church sponsors The 
Wounded Warrior Project, a popular donation 
opportunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.
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Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24

199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

championskarateCT

(860) 531-8746
www.colchesterchampionskarate.com
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CLASSES
7 DAYS
A WEEK
for Ages 3
thru Adult

Krav Maga
Self Defense Classes

on Thursday at 6:30pm
Now Now 

offeringoffering
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

Wednesday is Pasta Night!

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selectionsNow taking Now taking 
reservations forreservations for

Mother’s Mother’s 
DayDay

Tired of expensive quotes?Tired of expensive quotes?
We work within your budget!We work within your budget!

CALL TODAY! 860-576-1836
SPRING SPECIAL!

HIC #0669946
Licensed & Insured

Senior Citizen & Active Military Discounts

C
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20% OFF
any service 25% OFF

any complete 
driveway 

paving job

Limited Time Offer

Driveway Envy | 860-576-1836
Must be presented at time of estimate. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer or promotion. One coupon per household. Expires 7/15/24.

CIT4-4-24

KITCHEN
Tue & Sat 10am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10am-6pm
Sun & Mon Closed

RETAIL
Mon-Tue & Sat 9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Sun Closed

15% 
OFF 

Retail Purchases 
Only 

Valid for Monday, Tuesday 
& Wednesday.

Advertised and unadvertised 
in-store specials excluded 

from discount. Exp. 4/28/24.

AN OCEAN OF CHOICES:
swordfish, tuna, salmon, 
shrimp, clams, mussels, 
live lobsters, soft shell 

crabs, CT River shad,
shad roe and more!

The Freshest Seafood in CT!

From the State Representative’s Desk
As we near the end of the 2024 Legislative Session on May 8, things are beginning to heat up 

at the State Capitol. Follow me on Facebook @RepDeCaprio or visit my website  www.RepDe-
Caprio.com, for up-to-date information over the next few weeks for more.

Women-Owned Business Day: It was my honor to be a member of the Host Committee for 
the Women-Owned Business Day event on Thursday at the State Capitol. I had the opportunity 
to speak with many female entrepreneurs from across Connecticut and the types of businesses 
ranged from 24-hour daycare centers to human resource consulting services. The women I met 
were eager to share their business information with me, as well as challenges they face, and the 
desire to expand.

I want to thank the Women’s Business Development Council (WBDC) for hosting this event, 
and all our women-owned businesses across Connecticut for all that they do for our communi-
ties.

Colchester Food Drive: I want to thank everyone across Colchester and our local area for 
making our Colchester Food Drive an overwhelming success! The food drive brought in $247 
in cash, canned foods, pet foods, and other non-perishable food items, along with personal 
hygiene items, all delivered to the Colchester Food Pantry. I would also like to thank Stop & 
Shop in Colchester for being such a great partner to work with over these last several weeks. The 
generosity of folks in our community was on full display, and I couldn’t be prouder to be your 
state representative. Thank you all for all the help!

State Rep. Mark DeCaprio 
R-48th District

Note: The 48th House District covers Colchester, Bozrah, Franklin and Lebanon.

Upcoming Programs at Cragin
Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-

wood Ave., has announced the following up-
coming programs and events. For more in-
formation or full program descriptions, call 
860-537-5752 or visit www.craginlibrary.org.

 Children’s Craft – Take & Make: Mondays, 
April 22, 29, and May 6. Pick up a kit in the chil-
dren’s department. Themes: 4/22, Pets; 4/29, 3D 
Flower; 5/6, Tacos.

Cragin Book Club: Monday, April 22, 6 p.m. 
How Lucky by Will Leitch will be discussed.

Teen & Adult Craft – Felt Flower Bookmark: 
Wednesday, April 24. Stop by the adult depart-
ment to pick up a craft kid while supplies last.

Children’s Art Night: Watercolor Flowers: 
Wednesday, April 24, 6-7 p.m. This in-person 
craft night is held in the children’s department. 

Resin Art: Thursday, April 25, 6 p.m., for 
teens (grade 6 and up) and adults. Registration 
required; call 860-537-5752 or stop at the adult 
circulation desk.

Half-Day Gaming: Friday, April 26, 1-2 p.m. 
Grades 6-12 can stop by for snacks and games 
on their half day.

Snake Rock: Saturday, April 27, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. In this all-ages program, paint a rock in the 
lobby to help make the snake grow. 

Teen Writing Club: Wednesday, May 1, 
3-3:45 p.m., for ages 14-20. The library will give 
you prompts or guidance to help you accom-
plish your writing goals.

Author Event: Hanna Perlstein Marcus: 
Thursday, May 2, 6 p.m. Award-winning author 
Hanna Perlstein Marcus will discuss Sidonia’s 
Seam Binding, the last installment of the Sido-
nia’s Thread series of books, which continues 
the story of a mother and daughter who come 
to Springfield, Mass., with only each other af-
ter the Holocaust. This program is sponsored by 

Friends of Cragin Memorial Library.
Star Wars Day at Cragin: Saturday, May 4. 

Pick up a Princess Leia craft, come for a Star 
Wars Storytime at 10:30 a.m., and find all the 
Baby Yodas hiding in the children’s department.

A Court of Fantasy Readers: Monday, May 
6, 5:30 p.m. All are invited to this fantasy book 
club. Hurricane Wars by Thea Guanzon will be 
discussed. Copies of the book are available at 
the adult circulation desk.

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, May 7, 
3-3:30 p.m. Check in with your peers and librar-
ians to talk about making the library the best 
teen space possible.

Fairy Garden Opening: Tuesday, May 7 (rain 
date: May 14), 4:30 p.m. All are invited, refresh-
ments will be served. The library thanked the 
Colchester Garden Club and Friends of Cragin 
Memorial Library for sponsoring this garden.

In-Person Art Night: 3D Ant Craft:  
Wednesday, May 8, 6-7 p.m. Stop by the chil-
dren’s department to make a 3D paper craft.

Mother’s Day Cards: Thursday, May 9, 
through Saturday, May 11. Come into the chil-
dren’s department to make a card for a mother, 
aunt, grandmother, or mother figure in your life.

Foodie Fun: Saturday, May 11. Create a treat 
after watching the videos with this goodie bag.

Success with Hydrangeas: Saturday, May 
11, 10:30 a.m. Lorraine Ballato will discuss all 
things hydrangea, including the recent intro-
ductions that have hit the market, their proper 
care, and the hardy cultivars that perform well 
despite over-enthusiastic pruning and finicky 
weather. This program is sponsored by The 
Colchester Garden Club and Friends of Cragin 
Memorial Library. Registration is required; call 
860-537-5752 or stop by the Adult Circulation 
Desk to register.

Free CPR/AED Class
Colchester Fire & EMS will offer free CPR/

AED and “Stop the Bleed” training to Colches-
ter residents on Wednesday, May 8, from 2-4:30 
p.m., at Company 1, located at 52 Old Hartford 
Rd.

Call 860-537-2512 or email firedepartment@
colchesterct.gov to register.

Kindergarten Registration
Colchester Elementary School is holding kin-

dergarten registration for the 2024-25 school 
year. 

To register, go to colchesterct.org and follow 
the link to Registration then Pre-Register. Be 
sure to select the 2024-25 school year.

For more information, call 860-537-7628.



NEWS BULLETIN •  April 19, 2024 Page 19

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Two Great Locations:         Colchester  860 267-7600     Clinton  860 664-1620      1.800.326.SHED
Sale ends April 30, 2024.  Not to be combined with any other offer.

1979 - 2024

45 Years of Building Quality!

10x12 12x16 12x16
BIGCAREFREE’S SPRING SALE
SAVE

12x20 6x8

Carefree Vinyl Pavilion 

 $14,995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Vinyl Garage 

 $9,995!NOW
ONLY

All In-Stock  
Poly Furniture    
15% OFF!

2 Folding Chairs  
with Coffee Table

Chicken Coops 

 $2995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Colonial

$4995!NOW
ONLY

Carefree Cottage 

$7995!NOW
ONLY

Includes Ramp!

With Nesting Boxes

Includes Storage 
Loft & Ramp!

Just$989!

CF-8803  Carefree April Ad
Citizen/RE 6.5 x 6
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HURRY IN – THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

0% 
Financing

for 12 months 
to qualified buyers!

CIT3-28-24
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2444 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Now Open! Mon-Sat 7:00am-7:30pm

Sun 7:00am-7:00pm860-537-4325

Spring Special!Spring Special!

OFFER GOOD THROUGH 4/30/24

Sign up for ANY 
package for the 
price of a wash

SINGLE
WASH
$15

GO
UNLIMITED
$30/MO

SINGLE
WASH
$12

GO
UNLIMITED
$25/MO

EXTERIOR 
WASH & DRY

BASIC

(860) 267-6102 • EAST HAMPTON, CT

Suburban

www.subsanserv.com

CALL (860) 267-6102 TODAY!

Sanitation Service

RE4-19-24

Spring is here...and 
summer is right
around the corner!
Start it off with a clean septic tank.

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Air Dry Clay Jewelry Class: Tuesdays, April 
23 and 30, 10 a.m.-noon. CSC member Gabri-
ella DuCharme will show how to use and cre-
ate with air-dry clay. This is a two-day class; you 
must be able to attend both days. Space is lim-
ited. The cost of this program is $10/person and 
includes all the supplies and use of clay tools. 

Live Your Best Life Now: Wednesday, April 
24, 10:30 a.m. Join Middlesex Health Care at 
Home for a discussion on healthy aging. This is 
a free program and open to all. 

Volunteer Appreciation Event Luncheon: 
Friday, April 26, 10:30 a.m. This will be a Mexi-

can fiesta-themed luncheon for those who vol-
unteer at the senior center 25 hours or more an-
nually. Invitations have been individually sent; 
RSVP by Friday, April 19. 

Photos Needed: As part of its tribute to 
mothers for Mother’s Day and for its May lun-
cheon, the senior center is looking for photos of 
your mother, that special someone in your life 
who was like a mother, or you as a mother with 
your children. Photos can be sent electronically 
to Jodi at cscprograms@colchesterct.gov or you 
can bring them into the senior center, where 
they can be scanned and returned. This is open 
to all members.

Pierogi for Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester 

is going to make pierogi for sale on Saturday, 
April 27. If interested, call Brenda at 860-365-
0281 to place an order. First-call, first-served 
only.

There will be 170 dozen pierogies available. 

Lions Fishing Derby
Next Saturday

The Colchester Lions Club will host its 24th 
Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday, April 27 
at Lions Pond on Halls Hill Road. The fishing 
derby is open to town residents ages six to 13.

Registration will start at 12 p.m., with  the 
fishing derby starting at 12:30 p.m. Prizes will 
be awarded for a variety of categories at the con-
clusion at 2:30 p.m.

Children are allowed to have only one fishing 
pole, with one hook or lure, and they must at-
tend their  pole at all times. Bait will  be avail-
able for purchase. Snacks will be available free 
of charge to participants.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Trip to Sight & Sound
Theater

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colchester, 
is sponsoring a trip to Amish country in Penn-
sylvania May 29-31, to see Daniel at the Sight & 
Sound Theater. 

The trip will include a dinner with an Amish 
family, a bus tour of the Amish community vis-
iting local shops, and a stop in Philadelphia to 
visit a museum and the Liberty Bell. The trip 
is $645 per person, double. $779 for a single. 
The bus will leave from the St. Andrew Church 
parking lot. 

For more information, contact Barbara Goz-
zo at barbgozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.

‘Spring in Bloom’
Market Coming

Colchester Federated Church’s annual Spring 
in Bloom Market will take place Sunday, May 
4, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. There will be more than 
40 local crafters, artisans, vendors and farmers. 

Don’t forget to swing by the Bake Sale and 
Upscale Tagsale, or try your luck at the Raffle 
Table. To be a vendor at the fair, email Renee 
Misbach at rouillette01@snet.net for more in-
formation.

Trip to Newport Playhouse
The Colchester Senior Center, located at 95 

Norwich Ave., will offer a trip to the Newport 
Playhouse to see The Foresome on Thursday, 
May 16, at 9:30 a.m. 

In the play, four old school chums get togeth-
er for a friendly round of golf during their fif-
teenth college reunion. Old rivalries, romances 
and bragging rights are won and lost in 18 holes. 
Enjoy a homemade lunch buffet before the show 

and a cabaret after the show. 
Cost is $152/person. Register by coming into 

the senior center before April 16. Trips are avail-
able to Colchester Senior Center members and 
their adult guests over the age of 18. Member-
ship is free for Colchester residents aged 55 and 
older. There is an annual fee of $15 for seniors 
residing outside of Colchester.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
47 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio
For complete professional real estate service:

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

TOP SOIL, COMPOST
& MULCH

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Mulch, Topsoil, Annuals & Perennials
Brown, Black

& Red Mulch
$48 /yard

We have expanded our store again!
Seasonal Wreaths, Crafts and so much more!

Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD, AAACD
Radhee Sheth, DMD, NEACD

Colchester Dental Group
860.537.2351

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit.

Both dentists are members of
the Academy of General Dentistry and

the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
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39 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT
(860) 430-2184

redfox-glasstonbury.com

Course 1 Charcuterie Board with Chef’s 
Selection of Meats & Cheeses PAIRED WITH 
J Lohr Flume Crossing Sauvignon Blanc

Course 2 Buffalo Mozzarella Stuffed 
with Fresh Ricotta served with Fresh 
Tomato Basil & Balsamic Glaze PAIRED 
WITH William Hill California Pinot Noir

Course 3 Lobster Ravioli Sautéed
with Sun-dried Tomatoes, Hot Peppers 

& Asparagus in a Parmesan Blush Vodka 
Sauce PAIRED WITH William Hill North 

Coast Chardonnay

Course 4 14oz Ribeye served with 
Parmesan Risotto & Grilled Zucchini 

PAIRED WITH J Lohr Hilltop Paso
Robles Cabernet

Course 5 Tiramisu PAIRED WITH
Ceretto Vignaioli Moscato D’Asti 

$100/person plus tax & gratuity
RESERVATIONS NEEDED

C
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Prime Wine Dinner
with Complimentary Cigar
Monday, April 29th 6pm

4 course meal with
red and white wine pairings

Call Today!

Want or Need to Sell? Call Now!!!

30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

R
E1

-5
-2

4

(860) 228-8512

Seeds of Hope 5K
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton mission group Seeds of Hope will hold its 
annual 5K/10K/Fun Walk Saturday, April 27. 
Pre-register at firstmile-fitness.com; there will 
be a free T-shirt if you register by April 21. You 
can also register in person the day of the race 
starting at 7:30 a.m.  Pick up your number and 
T-shirt beginning at 7:30 a.m. at the church, 59 
Main St.

The race will begin at 9 a.m. at the entrance to 
the Air Line Trail located at Cranberry Bog on 
Smith Street. Transportation will be provided to 

and from the trail head. All participants must 
park at the church. Awards will follow the race 
at the church. 

All proceeds from the race will help to sup-
port local and global charities and to defray 
out-of-pocket costs for Seeds of Hope members 
when they are able to make their next mission 
trip. 

For more information or to register, go to 
firstmile-fitness.com or contact Lisa at 860-918-
1170.

Gelding Clinic
The Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue is host-

ing the annual Gelding Clinic on Saturday, April 
20 (rain date: Sunday, April 21), from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m., to help economically challenged horse 
owners castrate their colts/stallions. 

Veterinary students from Cummings School 
of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, un-
der the direct supervision of both Tufts and lo-
cal veterinarians, have all volunteered their time 
to perform the gelding.  Cost is $125 per horse/
mule/donkey and covers all necessary aspects of 
the procedure, including anesthesia administra-

tion by trained professionals, the surgery itself, 
pain medication for comfort, and a penicillin 
injection to prevent infection. 

Note: the clinic will take place at the CDHR 
(113 Chestnut Hill Rd.), so the rescue will be 
closed to the public on that day.

Pre-registration and pre-payment are re-
quired.  Registration deadline has passed. To 
find out more and to register, visit www.ct-
draftrescue.org/geldingclinic2024. Questions 
can be sent to ctdraftrescue@aol.com.  

CETF Info Table
The East Hampton Clean Energy Task Force 

(CETF) will have an information table staffed by 
CETF members at the Lake Pocotopaug Clean-
Up Day at Sears Park on Saturday, April 20, 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

This is an opportunity to learn about the 
CETF and what they are doing to benefit East 
Hampton residents and receive guidance on 
accessing the incentives and tax credits for en-
ergy efficiency upgrades, solar installations, and 
electric vehicle purchases.

Lake Clean-Up Day Coming
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug will hold 

the town’s annual Lake Clean-Up Day on 
Saturday, April 20. Volunteers are welcome 
to come down to Sears Park at 9 a.m. to help 
clean.

All volunteers will receive a Friends of Lake 
Pocotopaug T-shirt, gloves, plastic bags, direc-
tions and assignments along with a snack at 
Sears Park.

Dumpsters will be placed at Sears Park for 
bringing metals, tires (no rims), wood, plas-
tics and brush. No furniture, mattresses or 
household items allowed.  Friends of the Lake 
will only be collecting its plastic bags from 
around the perimeter of the lake. Full details 
are available at www.flpeh.org. 

For more information, call Joe Carbonell at 
860-917-7366.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. Registration re-
quired unless noted; to register, or for full pro-
gram descriptions, call 860-267-6621 or visit us 
at easthamptonpubliclibrary.org, or on Face-
book at facebook.com/EastHamptonLibrary.

Library Hours: The library is open Monday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Bubbles & Beats!: 
Mondays at 10:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. For ages 
18 months to 5 years (drop ins and siblings wel-
come). Toddler Time: Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., 

for children ages 18 months to 3 years; Stories 
& Songs: Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., for ages 3-5 
years; Baby Rhyme Time: Thursdays, 10:15 
a.m., for ages birth to 24 months, and their care-
givers. 

Teen Programs: Middle Grade Dungeons 
& Dragons One Shot: Grades 5-7: Wednesday, 
May 8, 4:30-6:00 p.m. No previous playing ex-
perience or past participation required-every 
program event is a new standalone game in a 
new world. We will provide basic, fifth edition 
characters; all supplies included.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“There’s no better exercise 
for strengthening the heart 
than reaching down and 
lifting people up.”
– Woman’s Home Companion

(May 1954)

Lions Offer Scholarships
The East Hampton Lions Club is offering stu-

dents graduating in their senior year an oppor-
tunity to apply for its four annual scholarships. 
The scholarships are the Governor William 
O’Neill Memorial, the Joseph Becker, the Lions 
Club, and the Nelson Gustine Service Award. 

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High 
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic 
schools, or are home-schooled. Applications 
are available at the East Hampton High School 
guidance office.

The due date for return of applications is 
April 30.

Belltown Senior
Golf League

Belltown Senior Golf League will begin its 
Tuesday morning Senior Mixed Golf League 
Tuesday mornings on April 23, at Portland Golf 
Course West, 105 Gospel Lane, Portland.

The nine-hole league is for ages 55 and up. 
Cost is $28 with cart. For more information, 

contact Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com 
or 860-882-3752.

Carl Guild
Grand Opening

Carl Guild & Associates invites all to a 
Grand Opening open house for its new of-
fice at 40 West High St. The open house will 
take place Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

Refreshments will be served, and people 
are invited to enter to win the “Go Local” 
East Hampton gift basket valued at over 
$250.

An Afternoon of Mahjong
The Friends of East Hampton Public Library 

are hosting a Mahjong tournament Saturday, 
May 4, from 12:30-5 p.m., at the library, 105 
Main St. All are invited. 

Raffle tickets will be awarded for high scores 
and special hands to put toward the basket raf-
fle. Light refreshments will be served.  

There is a limit of 40 players; registration fee 
is $30. Registration required. This is a fundrais-
er; all proceeds will go to the Friends of the East 
Hampton Public Library, a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

For more information, visit the Events page 
on the library website, easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org, or email friendsofehpl@gmail.com. 

Film on Rescuing the American Chestnut
On Thursday, April 25, Christ Episcopal 

Church, located at 66 Middle Haddam Rd., 
Middle Haddam, will host a screening of Clear 
Day Thunder. The 52-minute documentary de-
scribes the rescuing of the American Chestnut 
tree.

The American chestnut once dominated por-
tions of the eastern U.S. forests, from Maine to 
Mississippi. Numbering in billions, the tree was 
one of the tallest and fastest growing in those re-
gions. Pollinators depended on the flowers, and 
wildlife, livestock, and people relied on its nutri-
tious nut. Tall and fast-growing, the tree’s wood 
was rot-resistant and straight-grained, making 
it an excellent source of lumber.

In the late 1800s a deadly blight was inadver-
tently imported to the U.S. from Asia as global 
horticultural trade increased. The American 

chestnut had no resistance and in fewer than 50 
years the fungus had eliminated it as a mature 
forest tree, rendering it functionally extinct.

Clear Day Thunder features interviews with 
scientists, volunteers, and luminaries. Best-sell-
ing author Barbara Kingsolver, Rolling Stones 
keyboardist Chuck Leavell, country music leg-
end Dolly Parton, and former President Jimmy 
Carter are just a few of the well-known figures 
committed to this historic conservation effort.

The screening will take place in the parish 
hall and run from 7-8:30 p.m. Free parking for 
the event is at the rear of the church on Long 
Hill Road. Admission is free.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
 Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. 

Spring Concert: The music worship event 
“Lifted Up Concert of Joy” will be held Sunday, 
May 5, at 9 a.m. The Vocal Choir and its musi-
cians on keyboard, violin, guitars and drums will 
give a celebration of Jesus’ love through contem-
porary music.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Children’s Ministry: For children in grades 

K-5, held in Fellowship Hall during the worship 
service. The theme is “Friends with God” and is 
taught through Bible stories where the characters 
are friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members are wel-
come. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Holy Spirit. 

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will 
be Thursday, May 23, from 1-3 p.m. 

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Vend and Attend ‘Bellringer 
Market’ Next Week

By London Brazal
The East Hampton High School Class of 2025 

invites community members to vend and attend 
the first-ever Bellringer Market. 

Monica Smith, one of the co-advisors for the 
grade, came up with the idea of a vendor mar-
ket because she saw it done successfully in other 
towns. With many farmers markets around the 
area, including a winter’s market in East Hamp-
ton that concluded in March, the idea was per-
fect to get community members and students to 
connect. Smith also wanted to do a fundraiser 
that encouraged community involvement be-
cause it is important for students to be active 
within their hometown. 

Lily Keegan, the other co-advisor, explained 
the hard work the officer board has put into the 
large event. “We’ve had to meet with different 
administrative officials including Steve Fon-
tanella, the director of facilities,” said Keegan. 
Fontanella helped map out the parking lot to 
maximize spots for vendors while creating a 
good flow of traffic for people who want to shop. 

The officer board consists of five students: 
Macie Brazal, Olivia DeMartino, Neha Sidana, 
Ally Jacobsen and Emily Jovel. Their roles are to 
help plan events and fundraisers for their class. 
Since it is the first time hosting a farmers market 
at the school, there have been a lot of learning 
curves. Since it is a demanding event, they have 
been planning ways to invite the community 
through social media and word-of-mouth while 
researching local businesses that may want to 
participate. The proceeds of the market benefit 
the Class of 2025. It helps reduce costs for events 

such as prom, the senior trip to Washington, 
D.C., senior picnic and any other bonding expe-
riences. Fundraising is an important tool to help 
lower the burden on students, especially when 
regular costs have been rising. 

The board is still looking for vendors to come 
to the event next Saturday. As of this week, there 
are 14 vendors that offer a variety of goods. In 
the food category, there will be people selling 
homemade goods such as freeze-dried candy 
and hot sauce. People can also use the market 
as a time to clean out closets and thrift second-
hand clothes. There will also be a student ven-
dor, selling handmade crochet stuffed animals. 

The deadline to sign up as a vendor is next 
Thursday, April 25. One spot is $25 and the ven-
dor will get two parking spaces to set up. Ven-
dors must bring their own chairs, tables or any 
other materials they need. Set-up will be from 
8-9 a.m. on the day of the market. To sign up, 
email Smith at msmith@easthamptonct.org or 
Keegan at lkeegan@easthamptonct.org.

The class advisors also hope this event will 
become a new tradition. “We’d like this to be-
come an annual tradition,” said Keegan. “It’s a 
good way for high school students and commu-
nity members to collaborate and make connec-
tions. For our students, it’s important for them 
to be involved with their community.”

The public is invited to attend the Bellringer 
Market on Saturday, April 27 at the high school 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will also be raffles 
with different items that vendors have donated 
and light refreshments for sale. 

Two Charged in Fraud Scheme
Two undocument-

ed immigrants living 
in New York were 
arrested April 4 af-
ter, according to East 
Hampton police, 
they attempted to de-
fraud a local resident 
of a large amount of 
gold.

According to po-
lice, officers had 
learned that an East 
Hampton resident 
was being scammed 
by an individual who identified himself as a 
Homeland Security agent. The “agent” in-
formed the resident of a large debt they owed, 
which would need to be paid in gold, police 
said. The “agent” set up a time with the resi-
dent for the gold to be picked up, at the alleged 
victim’s residence.

Officers conducted an undercover opera-
tion in the area of the alleged victim’s resi-
dence in an attempt to apprehend the indi-
viduals committing the fraud. 

When two indi-
viduals arrived to 
pick up the gold, 
they were both ar-
rested.

Fei Fei Jiang, 
29, who is living 
in Queens, N.Y., 
and Ya Lou Wang, 
36, who is living in 
Flushing, N.Y., were 
each arrested and 
charged with first-
degree larceny and 
conspiracy to com-
mit first-degree larceny, police said.

Jiang was unable to post his $500,000 bond, 
and Wang was unable to post his $750,000 
bond, police said. They were both presented at 
Middletown Superior Court on April 5, and, 
according to the state judicial database, are 
next due in court May 7.

Police said they recovered and were able to 
return the excess of $100,000 in gold in con-
nection to this case to the alleged victim.

 Fei Fei JiangYa Lou Wang

Pottery Presentation Next Week

Nicole Giglio

The next program of the East Hampton Art 
Association will be held Wednesday, April 24, 
at 7 p.m., at the East Hampton Community 
Center, 105 Main St. Guest for the evening 
will be Portland-based potter Nicole Giglio.

Giglio specializes in wheel-thrown pottery. 
First exposed to clay in 2011, she fell in love 
with the way it put her in touch with nature 
while creating. Giglio pursued pottery as a 
mostly self taught artist and has been sell-
ing her work and hosting classes through her 
small business, Fired Elements, since 2021. 
Her pottery often reflects images and colors 
found in nature and her goal is to bring the 
outdoors, indoors; through functional and 
decorative pieces of pottery.

Everyone is welcome at the East Hampton 
Art Association programs. The programs are 
free to members, with a suggested donation of 
$4 for nonmembers. All programs are free to 
students.

KoC Scholarship
and Grant

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 has 
three $1,000 scholarships available to students 
continuing their education at an accredited col-
lege/university. 

Applicants must be members of St. John Paul 
II Parish, East Hampton and Moodus.  

The council will also award two $500 Help-
ing Hands grants to members of St. John Paul II 
Parish attending Mercy or Xavier high schools.  

Applications are available at guidance offices 
and the parish center office, or by emailing st-
patrick47@sbcglobal.net. Applications are due 
April 29.

RTC Trade Scholarship
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee is accepting scholarship applications for 
a Trade Scholarship. This $500 scholarship will 
be awarded to any high school senior in East 
Hampton who is planning on pursuing a career 
in a trade. 

Applications may be obtained from either the 
East Hampton High School guidance depart-
ment or by contacting the EHCTGO@gmail.
com before May 1.

Local Artist Display
Local artist Geralyn Yocher is exhibiting her 

work at Town Hall during April. 
Yocher taught art in Portland Public Schools 

for eight years and at Wesleyan Potters in the 
children’s pottery program. She paints in oils, 
acrylics and watercolors; her medium of choice 
is watercolors.
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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DCF Foster Info Event
Sat., May 4th, 3-5pm

at Hope Church in East Hampton

Have you ever thought about
becoming a foster parent?

Join us for a casual meeting to learn about 
the fostering process and how you can 

make a difference in the lives of CT kids. 
Refreshments served!

For more info, email Carrye at
cburr@cthope.com
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles 

Rd., Middle Haddam, has announced the fol-
lowing. To register or for more information on 
any program, email middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or 
call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O. Box 
123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Monday and Thursday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 3-6 p.m. 

Art Exhibit: April’s exhibit features photo-
graphs by East Haddam resident Everett Hart, 
with a closing artist’s reception on Friday, April 
26, from 4-6 p.m. 

Coffee Time at the Library: Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Stop by and have a 
fresh cup.

Fiber Arts: Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon. Bring 
your spinning wheel, knitting, weaving, embroi-
dery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga: Mondays at 9 a.m., Tuesdays at 7 p.m., 
Saturdays at 9 a.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. To 
register, email tensummitst@gmail.com.

Family Yoga series: A new Family Yoga pro-
gram begins Fridays, April 19 to May 24 at 9:30 
a.m.at the Historic Middle Haddam Library 
Cost is $12 to drop in or $60 for the series. 
Email zenlotus860-@yahool.com with ques-
tions and to register.

Pilates: A new session of Pilates with Mary 

Henderson begins Thursday, April 18 at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $10 for the six week session or $12 to 
drop in. to register call 203-592-4448 or ab-
stite@sbcglobal.net

Native Plant Landscaping: Monday, April 
22, 4:30 p.m. The Middle Haddam Garden 
Club will host a talk with Jim Natale of Wilder 
Gardens LLC in Groton on natural plants and 
biodiverse gardens that provide habitat for pol-
linators and birds. The program is open to the 
public. 

A Program on Living With Connecticut’s 
Wildlife: Saturday, April 27, 1 p.m. This presen-
tation by Master Wildlife Conservationist Paul 
Colburn focuses on how to live with and enjoy 
such wild neighbors as black bears, Eastern 
coyote, bobcat, fisher, raccoon, skunk Virginia 
Opossum, red and gray fox, woodchuck, white 
tailed deer, birds, bats, reptiles and amphibians.

Save the Date: Erin Day will lead a discussion 
about Wild Food and Ethical Foraging on May 
4, at 1:00 p.m.

Mahjong: Is starting up again. Players of all 
experience levels are welcome. Please contact 
the library for more information.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person 
and Zoom services at 10 a.m. each Sunday. 
All are welcome. To connect electronically, go 
to www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for 
directions. The Holy Eucharist is celebrated 
with the Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bot-
tles and cans are collected in cans by the shed.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes are 
in session.

Bible Study: The group meets via Zoom on 
Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. Contact the Rev. 
Bobette Reed Kahn at bobette@kahn.com for 
more information. New members are always 
welcome.

St. Vincent’s School Donations: Dona-
tions for the handicapped children of St. Vin-
cent’s in Haiti will be accepted through the 
end of April.

For more information or if in need of as-
sistance, contact Donna Hyrb, senior warden, 
at 860-633-0472 or donnadubehyrb@gmail.
com.

Police News
3/29: Luis Fernandez, 53, of 55 N. Main St., 

was issued a summons for third-degree crimi-
nal mischief and sixth-degree larceny, East 
Hampton Police said. 

4/1: Brent Tardie, 51, of Weston, was issued 
a summons for misuse of plates and operating 
an unregistered and uninsured motor vehicle, 
police said. 

4/8: A 15-year-old male juvenile of Portland 
was issued a summons for traveling unreason-
ably fast, taking a motor vehicle without per-
mission and operating a motor vehicle without 
a license, police said.

4/10: Mark Barton, 56, of 26 Bevin Blvd., was 

arrested for violation of a protective order, in-
terfering and failure to be fingerprinted, police 
said. 

4/11: Katelyn Richardson, 34, of 10 Julia Ter-
race, was arrested and charged with third-de-
gree criminal mischief and third-degree crimi-
nal trespass, police said. 

4/16: Zachary Russenberger, 28, of 9 N. Ma-
ple St., was taken into custody pursuant to an 
active warrant for his arrest and charged with 
second-degree failure to appear, police said. 

From April 1-14, officers responded to 34 
medical calls, three motor vehicle crashes and 
14 alarms, and made 34 traffic stops, police said.

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection

The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a free Household Hazardous Waste 
collection event Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., at  Clinton Public Works Garage, 17 Nod 
Rd., Clinton. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region, which includes East Hampton 
& Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. Visit rivercog.org/household-hazard-
ous-waste/ to learn more.

Online Farmers Market
Healthy PlanEat is a local online farmers 

market where people can shop directly from lo-
cal sustainable farms and food artisans. There 
is a pick-up location at HydroCat Microgreens, 
47 Tartia Rd.

To place a pre-order, visit bit.ly/healthyeast-
hampton. The pre-order window for each week 
is Sundays at 5 a.m. through Thursdays at 9 p.m. 
Pickups are year-round on Saturdays from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Teen Game Night
at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts is joining up with The Portal in 
Manchester and offering a teen game night on 
Friday, April 19, from 7-9:30 p.m., at Epoch, 27 
Skinner St.

Teens in grades six and up are invited to 
come hang out, eat some food, listen to music 
and play some games. There will be a variety of 
board games plus DDR. Bryan Raddatz from 
The Portal will head up the night. 

Admission is $10. For more information, visit 
www.epocharts.org, and for more information 
on The Portal, visit www.theportalct.com.

Problems at EHHS Tennis Courts Displace Players
By London Brazal

The East Hampton High School tennis teams 
have recently been displaced from their home 
courts without any warnings and now, many is-
sues are making the season highly inconvenient. 

Students were finalizing lineups and had a 
few practices under their belt before leaving 
for April vacation last week. When some kids 
went to the courts for challenge matches, they 
noticed the nets were removed and were con-
fused. The teams soon got disappointing news, 
they wouldn’t be allowed to play on the home 
courts for the rest of the season. The athletic di-
rector Shaun Russell sent out a message saying 
the construction company that redid the tennis 
courts in 2021 was coming back to correct the 
shortcomings of the courts. 

Anthony Miro, a senior on the boys team, was 
never able to have a fully successful home sea-
son. During his freshman year season in 2021, 
the courts were in awful conditions with several 
foot-long cracks. Only three courts were play-
able for the team. By the fall, the courts were 
scheduled to be redone. According to the High 
School Athletic Fields Building Committee, 
paving was completed in November of 2021. 
However, the date for painting the courts kept 
getting pushed off and wasn’t completed until 
the summer of 2022. 

For Miro’s sophomore year, the courts lacked 
nets and lines, leaving only asphalt to practice 
on. Then last year for his junior season, there 
were only five players and had to forfeit half 
of the matches. Baylee Olzacki, a junior on the 
girl’s team, told the Rivereast that last year, the 

courts were already starting to crack, and by this 
season, many of them worsened. Like the rest of 
the team, Olzacki was told it was “now or never” 
for the construction company to come and redo 
the courts and will be unusable for the rest of 
this season. Besides displacing the tennis teams, 
the construction materials have also taken up 
multiple parking spots, making students have to 
park in inconvenient spots or get rides instead. 

With short notice of the displacement, the 
teams were able to find some solutions. The 
boys team was already in a cooperative with the 
Portland boy’s tennis team and two of their stu-
dents were commuting to East Hampton to be a 
part of the program. Now, the 14 East Hampton 
boys are practicing at Portland with the PHS 
girls team. The East Hampton gir;s team will 
also use Portland as their home court. 

One of the biggest concerns is transportation. 
All students are expected to find their own rides 
to Portland, leaving most of the responsibility 
to the parents. Half of the students are under-
classmen and most of the students who do have 
their licenses are not old enough to drive other 
people. Several parents said they are upset that 
the school or landscaping company isn’t provid-
ing bussing to practices.

“It’s disappointing that I haven’t been able to 
fully enjoy the courts. This is the second time 
our season has been disrupted,” said Olzacki. 
She also explained the difficulties of setting up 
carpools for practices. “Our group chat has been 
going crazy trying to have other parents drive 
when a majority of our team doesn’t even have a 

license.” The girls are supposed to be at practice 
at 4:30 p.m., making it difficult for parents who 
are still working to transport their kids and a 
couple of teammates.

Earlier in April, the Portland Athletics De-
partment declared their tennis courts unplay-
able; however, the contractor was able to fit 
them in to fill the cracks. During April break, 
they were supposed to sand and paint the 
courts. Olzacki said the courts look the same as 
last year with many dead spots. Dylan Cohen, 
one of the co-ops from Portland, said that East 
Hampton was starting to feel like home as if he 
attended school there. Now that he is back to his 
home courts, he feels weird and the whole situ-
ation is off-putting. 

On top of the challenges of getting to practice, 
game days are also more complicated with bus-

sing issues and the fact that the boys and girls 
teams will be traveling together. Normally, one 
team will have an away game while the other 
stays home. On Tuesday, both teams left school 
early to get to Deep River for a 3 p.m. match 
time and did not get back to EHHS until 8:30 
p.m. The buses also had to pick up and drop off 
the two Portland students. 

Though the teams are going through a dif-
ficult time, many students stuck around even 
when they were given an out by the athletic de-
partment. “It truly sucks not being able to play 
on the tennis courts,” said Miro. “Despite the 
inconvenience of traveling to Portland for ev-
ery practice and having reduced practice time, 
I believe in our Bellringer resilience. We are de-
termined to overcome any and all obstacles and 
will keep pushing forward.”

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  Visit 
the senior center online at www.easthamptonct.
gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 11 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; a 
$3 donation is requested. 

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group: Mon-
days, 9 a.m.; Setback: Mondays and Thursdays, 
1-3 p.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes: Returns 
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. – new members welcome, 
but preregistration required; Bible Study: Tues-
days, 1 p.m.; Bingo: Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m., in per-
son and via Zoom; Cross-Stitch & Embroidery 
with Shannon: Tuesdays, 2 p.m. -- Bring proj-
ects to share and work on together; Yoga with 
Kitch: Wednesdays at 1 p.m. through May 15, 
and cost is $20; Tap Dance: Thursdays, 11:15 
a.m. Cribbage: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. – let the 
center know in advance if you plan to attend; 
Mahjong: Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon – call also to 
put your name on a list if interested in learning 
how to play; Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m.

Wii Bowling: Every other Thursday at 11 
a.m.; Cornhole: Every other Thursday at 11 a.m. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: 
There are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-
11 a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): Meets the first and third Mondays of 
each month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group (MMM): 
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 10:30 a.m. This is an opportunity to 

meet others and share resources.
Chatham Health Chat: Tuesday, April 23, 

10:30 a.m., featuring a discussion on Respirato-
ry Health – Allergies and Asthma, led by a rep-
resentative from the Chatham Health District. 

Nature is All Around Us: Wednesday, April 
24, 11 a.m. Lynn Kochiss will lead a talk titled 
“Trees are For the Birds.”

Poetry Fun with Center School Students: 
Thursday, April 25, 11:30 a.m. The senior cen-
ter writers’ group will work with fourth-graders 
from Center School on creating poems in cel-
ebration of National Poetry Month. The group 
will present their work after a pizza lunch. 

Design and Create Class: Thursday, April 25, 
1 p.m., featuring a class on Origami creations 
using decorative paper.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, April 26, 10 
a.m., on the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, 
Mastrianni Place, Plantsville. Get outside with 
this weekly ride led by Kim Clouser from Air-
Line Cycles. Bring your bike, helmet and a water 
bottle. Ride locations change weekly. 

Trips: Shopping Trip to Windham Walmart: 
Wednesday, May 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Shopping is 
followed by lunch on your own at a location to 
be determined. A $4 transportation donation is 
requested. 

Wadsworth Mansion Tour and Spot of Tea: 
Monday, May 8, 1 p.m. The mansion’s docents 
will sweeten their accounts of the Wadsworth 
family story with some goodies and a cup of tea. 
Leave at 1 p.m. for a 2 p.m. seating. Cost is $19 
and includes transportation.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. 
Call in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to 
khemphill@easthamptonct.gov. The shopper 
will call you before the drop-off to let you know 
the cost of the groceries. You can write out a 
check for the amount, payable to the Town of 
East Hampton. The volunteer will drop off the 
groceries at your door and pick up the check in 
a prearranged designated spot.

Walking Tour of Cemetery
  The Chatham Historical Society will host a 

walking tour of the Waterhole Cemetery on Sat-
urday, April 20, at 10 a.m., as part of its “Explore 
East Hampton” monthly series of walks. The 
East Hampton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will sponsor the event. All are invited.

The walk will be led by Kevin J. Tulimieri, 
a Hebron resident who is a historian and re-
searcher at Nathan Liverant and Son Antiques 
in Colchester. Tulimieri has published numer-
ous articles on the subject of American antiques 
of the 18th century as well as his research on 
Venture Smith’s unique 1805 gravestone and its 
carver, John Isham of East Haddam. 

The Waterhole Cemetery was established in 
1793 and the tour will include many Colches-
ter and East Hampton families. Tulimieri and 
members of the Chatham Historical Society will 
share many stories about the people who “re-

side” there. Tulimieri will also explore the work 
of the remarkable gravestone carvers and the 
distinctive memorials they created so long ago.

Directions: From the Stop & Shop in East 
Hampton: drive 3.3 miles south on Main Street 
to Route 16. Turn left and travel 4.4 miles south-
east on Route 16 past Salmon River State Park 
and turn right on Waterhole Road. Travel 3.3 
miles and park on Bigelow Road on the left be-
cause of limited parking by the cemetery.

The tour will take approximately one hour. 
Heavy rain will cancel the walk.

For further information about upcoming 
walks or the Chatham Historical Society, con-
tact Marty Podskoch, coordinator of the “Ex-
plore East Hampton” walks at 860-267-2442, 
podskoch@comcast.net, or visit https://cha-
thamhistoricalct.org/event-calendar/

Throughout the night, Porter provided addi-
tional context to help frame the budget increase. 
He provided data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics showing how cumulative inflation has 
increased over 15% since July 2021. Over the 
same time period, the town’s mill rate would 
have increased by 5.86% — if the proposed 
2024-25 proposed mill rate is adopted.

Following the pandemic, Porter said the 
Board of Selectmen tapped into federal relief 
funds to help alleviate the tax burden on resi-
dents; the mill rate over the past two fiscal years 
actually decreased, Porter explained.

However, while residents felt inflationary 
pressures on their households, the town also 
faced costs escalations with its own services, 
Porter conveyed.

While the anticipated year-over-year tax in-
crease appears substantial, with inflation taken 
into account, along with the additional town 
mill rate history, Porter contended that the bud-
get proposal was modest.

If the proposed level of funding is not en-
dorsed by the community, Porter said a broader 
conversation needs to take place to allow resi-
dents to discuss what services could possibly be 
trimmed or eliminated to bring forward an ac-
ceptable tax rate.

Hundreds of hours of work by the local 
boards went into crafting the spending blue-
print, he said, adding that the town budget total 
was something they “do not taken lightly.”

In a joint letter signed by members of the 
boards of selectmen, finance and both school 
boards, recently published in the Rivereast, of-
ficials pointed to additional factors that boosted 
the tax rate, including a decline in revenue. 

Middlesex Hospital received an exemption 
for its buildings, which equates to a tax loss 
of $67,070 for Marlborough — although that 
amount was partially offset by six new homes, 
according to the joint-letter.

In addition, officials stated the net assessed 
value of motor vehicles decreased by $2.76 
million, resulting in an $89,529 tax loss, and 
the town is also expecting to receive $135,700 
less in state funding this year. Although collec-
tions rates are high, local residents and business 
owners collectively fail to pay up to $450,000 in 
taxes each year, according to the joint-letter — 
creating another revenue gap.

When asked during the hearing if there’s a 
proactive strategy to claim the overdue taxes, 
Porter explained that the town writes strongly-
worded letters to individuals who don’t submit 
their bills, which accrue interest as well. If some-
one remains noncompliant, it’s rare for drastic 
measures to ensue, such as seizing property.

“That’s awful,” Porter conveyed, adding that 
due process must play out.

But while the shortfall is noticeable, the town 
still accounts for back taxes in its projections; 
this year, he said around $150,000 would be re-
ceived.

‘Nothing Easy About It’
The overall capital expenditure for 2024-25 is 

slated at $5.5 million. However, when combined 
with the three school capital projects, taxpay-
ers are only on the hook for $839,577, or 15% 
of the total cost. Town reserves would cover 
21% ($1,164,439) and grants account for 64% 
($3,496,823).

Porter listed numerous projects, many of 
which are either entirely, or partially, funded 
through grants. The major budget driver: cul-
verts.

The town is looking to replace the culvert 
crossing South Buckboard Road costing $1.2 
million; half the expense will be canceled-out 
by a state grant. Another culvert on Johnson 
Road would be repaired, rather than replaced, 
at a price tag of $525,000.

Both upgrades are overdue, and Porter indi-
cated many culverts nearly date back to World 
War II.

“They were not meant to last forever,” he said. 

“We’re pushing it.”
While the projects — and their associated 

costs — are tempting to push off to a later time, 
Porter expressed that the culverts could fail, 
causing significant damage and traffic disrup-
tion.

“This is an issue we need to deal with prompt-
ly,” he asserted.

Both projects represent the beginning of a 
widespread capital overhaul; Porter identified 
several other culverts throughout town that are 
due for repairs in upcoming fiscal years.

Porter conveyed that along with successful 
grant applications, the town’s debt service pay-
ments will continue to decrease in the immedi-
ate future. Borrowing money will likely become 
a tool the town can wield to address major capi-
tal projects moving forward.

In his comment to the finance board, Hjul-
strom advised that some currently scheduled 
initiatives should be postponed until they can 
be bonded, lessening the tax burden on resi-
dents this fiscal year.

Porter said delaying projects tied to state 
funding could result in the town losing the 
money altogether. 

For now, it’s unclear what officials would tar-
get if the budget was rejected at referendum.

When asked if he was prepared for that sce-
nario, Porter said, “Yes, I’ve done some think-
ing.”

But he added that specific details have not 
been fleshed out. According to the town char-
ter, the BOF must submit a revised budget to a 
referendum no later than three weeks after the 
initial budget referendum failed.

Former selectman, Amy Traversa, who 
served as the interim town manager until Porter 
was appointed last summer, expressed during 
the hearing that budgeting is a difficult under-
taking.

“Nothing easy about it,” she remarked, add-
ing that Porter did a “good job” and had a “good 
presentation.”

School Budget Discussion
While the BOE budgets were not the focus 

of conversation this week, residents still raised 
questions about school spending, which makes 
up the largest slice of the overall budget.

Some residents have questioned whether the 
school district needs to employ two principals 
to run Marlborough Elementary School.

With longtime principals Dan White and 
Kim Kelley departing at the end of the school 
year, the district already announced the hiring 
of Paula Graef and Kristen Trahan as co-admin-
istrators.

However, residents have pointed to a dip in 
student enrollment and have wondered if one 
principal could adequately run the district, 
which would result in sizable savings.

Superintendent of Schools Holly Hageman 
asserted it was “never considered” a viable op-
tion.

“It’s simply not a one-principal job,” she pre-
viously told the Rivereast.

At the public hearing, Kerri Barella — chair-
man of the local BOE — attempted to field 
questions about the school budget, but cau-
tioned residents that the decision regarding the 
administrators was already finalized.

“It’s water under the bridge,” she said, adding 
that the BOE already reached a consensus and 
hired the two individuals.

The decision was also vetted by the BOF, who 
kept the funding.

During a prior interview, the finance board’s 
chairman, Michael Nastri, indicated that school 
personnel decisions should be made by educa-
tors. 

“We’re not school administrators,” he said. 
“We don’t know how to run a school.”

The chairman said he has “strong confidence” 
in Hageman’s judgment.

“From what we’ve observed, you can’t run a 
school with one [principal],” he said.

$Budget Hike cont. from page 23
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Epoch Original: T’shuva Opens Soon
By London Brazal

The arts-for-youth nonprofit, Epoch Arts has 
been preparing for its spring original mainstage 
theater production titled T’shuva as opening 
night approaches quickly. 

Typically, Epoch’s spring Mainstage theater 
production starts rehearsals in February, with 
the play opening in June. This year, however, due 
to scheduling issues, the original two-act play 
was written “very quickly” in December and 
January, director Elizabeth Namen explained. 
The earlier timeline this year also pushed the 
scriptwriters to get the whole story written by 
auditions, which Namen said “doesn’t typically 
happen.”

Epoch’s annual mainstage productions are 
meant to challenge students to look at current 
worldwide problems, brainstorm possible solu-
tions and be change agents for their peers and 
community. Along with the script, the music, 
set and costumes are also original. 

The title of the show was chosen during re-
hearsals since Emma Peltier’s character Jayden 
says the word three times in the show and the 
meaning is one of the main themes through-
out the piece. T’shuva, or teshuvah, is a Hebrew 
word meaning repentance. Its literal meaning 
means to return, and Namen described it as 
turning around and walking away as a way to 
change directions. 

T’shuva takes place in a graffiti-covered inner 
city that has fallen to crime and hate. Teens face 
daily struggles of anxiety, fear, addiction, loss 
and search desperately to find true friendship 
and love. When a former leader returns to the 
city, she is faced with a city that has changed. As 
she steps up to the challenge, the citizens must 

choose who they will follow and at what cost. 
Namen said some characters change and others 
don’t. “Not everyone is going to follow suit, just 
like in real life,” said Namen.

The show doesn’t have a specific location but 
takes place in the inner city, something that 
many East Hampton residents can’t relate to. 
T’shuva also doesn’t have a “when.” Peltier ex-
plained that the issues in the play can be applied 
to the past and most likely the future. “It could 
fit on any time frame,” said Peltier. 

In true “Epoch” fashion, the show doesn’t 
necessarily have a specific genre and deals more 
with the character’s backstory and their stories. 
“We do it more for the cast than the audience,” 
explained Namen. The directors help teach the 
cast members about challenging topics. Then, 
the students can show and teach the same les-
sons to the audience. “It’s a different type of the-
ater, it’s more out of the box artistically.”

One of the biggest challenges for this par-
ticular show is the fight scene. Since the cast’s 
ages range from 12 to 24, some members are 
more experienced than others. “It’s one thing to 
remember the specific actions we have to per-
form, but to also perform those movements” 
is even more challenging, said Peltier. Namen 
furthered that point saying it can be difficult to 
learn how to stage-fight for the first time. “For 
this show, we mixed up personalities,” said Na-
men. “One member that typically plays a nice 
and hippie-esque character is now mean and 
cold, holding a knife.” 

Last year’s play was much bigger with about 
20 people.  With a cast of 10, the directors went 
into writing with a simpler approach. Since it 

is smaller than normal, the cast members feel 
more connected to each other and it is easy to 
work with one another.  Namen described the 
camaraderie between the performers and how 
the kids jump in and take a chance at their cre-
ativity. “I’m super proud of these guys. They 
take what is written and act their hearts out,” 
Namen commented. 

The cast of T’shuva wants people to put away 
their phones and be present while watching the 
show. As Kathy Sanderson, the assistant direc-
tor, explained, people are used to binge-watch-
ing entertainment and shut off their brains. 

“We want the audience to be active, not turn 
their brain off and to 100% listen,” said Sand-
erson. Namen added that she hopes teenagers 
will come to see the show because it’s important 
for them to learn about the issues and may find 
some relatability in the show. 

The show’s run time is under two hours and 
there will be a 15-minute intermission. Perfor-
mances for T’shuva will be on May 3 and 4 at 
7 p.m. and May 5 at 2 p.m. at Epoch Arts, 27 
Skinner St. Tickets are $12, and are available at 
the door. 
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New Playground Opens in Hebron Park
By Michael Sinkewicz

Hebron’s newest attraction officially opened 
last week: a state-of-the-art playground that is 
guaranteed to bring joy to families throughout 
the community.

The $153,000 project at Veterans Memo-
rial Park — located on Wall Street, across from 
RHAM — was funded through American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funding and represents 
the beginning of the town’s effort to overhaul its 
recreational services.

Moving forward, residents can anticipate up-
grades at the skating facility — also located at 
Veterans Park — as well as a new playground at 
Gilead Hill School.

“We’re excited with where this department 
is going,” said Parks and Recreation Director 
Craig Bryant.

Tomorrow, April 20, his department will 
welcome residents to the park from 11:30 a.m 
to 1 p.m. to showcase the new playground, but 
mainly to acknowledge those who continue to 
sustain Hebron’s programing.

“We get so much support from the commu-
nity,” Bryant conveyed. “We just want to say, 
‘thank you.’”

Constructing the new playground was made 
increasingly more difficult due to the seemingly 

endless rain, and resulting mud, throughout the 
winter. Ideally, Bryant would’ve had the area 
primed for children trying to take advantage of 
a few sunny breaks that snuck through in recent 
weeks.

But hopefully plenty of spring weather is on 
the way, and sports leagues will be flocking to 
the park as well, making the playground one of 
the busiest attractions for younger siblings and 
families tagging along.

“It’s an extremely popular park,” Bryant said, 
adding that unlike the school facilities, Veterans 
Park is open throughout the week and during 
school hours. AHM Youth & Family Services is 
just one group who commonly accesses the site, 
he added.

The new playground is positioned on the 
same physical footprint as the prior one, which 
Bryant said was over 20 years old. But all the 
previous equipment has been replaced with new 
and modern attractions that encourage group 
activities, along with plenty of open space for 
large crowds on a packed summer afternoon.

The shiny blue and yellow equipment was 
meticulously chosen; Bryant said the blueprint 
was rubber-stamped by the Recreation Com-
mission, who allowed him to pursue the options 

that worked best at the site. Bryant contacted 
numerous companies, and while the process did 
extend slightly into the spring season, he assert-
ed that the town needed to get the playground 
“done right.”

So far, the reaction appears overwhelmingly 
positive. On the Parks and Recreation Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/hebronctpandr), 
residents offered glowing reviews, with every-
one agreeing that the new layout is definitely an 
improvement.

“I have a four-year-old,” Bryant said. “If she 
saw this, she’d go nuts. I can see her loving this.”

The actual layout of the playground is sepa-
rated into two distinct sections — one for chil-
dren ages 2-5 and one for children ages 5-12.

Understandably, older kids might be drawn 
to different types of activities, Bryant explained, 
but the that doesn’t mean that one side is better 
than the other. For younger kids specifically, the 
design was crafted to be full of fun possibilities.

“We made sure that they had enough to not 
want to play on the other side,” Bryant said. 
“They’ll say, ‘Our side is just as cool.’”

He added that the objective was simple: “No 
kid will feel left out.”

The site is compliant with Americans with 
Disabilities Act Accessibility guidelines, accord-
ing to Bryant, who said there are swings on each 
side of the playground designed to be inclusive. 
Moving forward, there is room for additional 
features, he added.

Bryant has already seen families taking ad-
vantage of the new entertainment hub, and 
more will likely make the journey to the center 
of town in the weeks and months ahead.

“I’m pretty excited about it,” he expressed.
The Gilead Hill School playground proj-

ect, which Bryant said was also being funded 
through ARPA, has hit a few snags, he said. Es-
sentially, a final site has not been chosen, caus-
ing a delay.

“It’s a matter of figuring out where the best 
spot to go is,” Bryant explained, adding that he 
was confident a “viable” option would be found 
soon.

“We’re getting close to a solution,” he added.

No Mow May

The Hebron Pollinator Pathway is offering lawn signs – such as the one seen here, 
modeled by Gail McDonnell – encouraging people not to mow their lawns for May.

 The Hebron Pollinator Pathway (HPP) will 
sell “No Mow May” lawn signs as a fundraiser 
– and also give away starter plants of its favorite 
native perennial bee magnet, Mt. Mint, while 
supplies last – this Sunday, April 21, from 11 
a.m.-noon, at the Kinney Road entrance to the 
Raymond Brook Preserve and Demonstrator 
Pollinator Garden.  

The start of the spring season is a critical time 
for hungry, newly emerged native bees, HPP 
said. By allowing your lawn to grow longer and 
letting flowers bloom, your lawn can provide 
nectar and pollen to help your bee neighbors 

thrive.
However, it’s not all or nothing.  You don’t 

need to go a full month without mowing; HPP 
said you can consider Low Mow Spring instead. 
Simply reducing mowing to every two or three 
weeks can increase flowers and still provide 
food for hungry bees, the organization said.

Put your sign up and announce to your 
neighbors that your intent is to increase the 
abundance and diversity of wildlife including 
bees and other pollinators in your landscape.  

Check out Hebron Pollinator Pathway on 
Facebook for more information.

Scouting for Food
Hebron Scouts BSA Troops 28, 1028 and 

Pack 28 are preparing for their annual Scout-
ing for Food event benefiting Hebron Interfaith 
Human Services on Saturday, April 27, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m.

This year’s collection is being held in memory 
of former scoutmaster Mark Sabia, who posi-
tively impacted the lives of many scouts during 
his time with the troop.

The scouts said they would like to grow com-
munity participation in the food drive this 

year.  All are asked to donate unexpired, non-
perishable food items and household products.  
The most needed items are pasta, canned meats 
(tuna, chicken, Spam), Campbell’s Chunky 
Soup, Progresso Soup, canned fruit, peanut but-
ter, jelly, cereal, tea and coffee

Scouts will be hosting drop-off boxes in their 
neighborhoods through April 26.   Donations 
can be dropped off at Ted’s IGA or Hebron In-
terfaith Human Services (HIHS) on the day of 
the event.  

Grinder Sale Fundraiser
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church is teaming up 

with Flying Free Therapeutic Riding Center 
for a fundraiser. The church will sell foot-long 
grinders on Saturday, April 27, from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

The choices are ham, turkey and Italian com-
bo and will include a choice of either provolone 
or American cheese, lettuce, tomato, onions and 
choice of condiments of mayo, mustard or oil 
and vinegar. Included will be a bottle of water 
and a bag of chips. The cost will be $12 each.

Advance orders are recommended. Leave 

your order at Flying Free’s email, which is Fly-
ingfreetrc@gmail.com. If you have any ques-
tions, call Mary at 860-208-4029.

You can pick up your order at the church, lo-
cated at 30 Church St. Have cash or check made 
out to Flying Free TRC Inc. available. There will 
be extra grinders available for walk-ins until 
they are are sold out.

Flying Free Therapeutic Riding Center is lo-
cated in North Franklin and offers lessons to 
children and adults with special needs.

Celebrate Earth Day with Trail Rangers
All are invited to celebrate Earth Day and 

help clean up the town with the Hebron Trail 
Rangers on Saturday, April 20. 

Hebron Trail Rangers will join the Green 
Committee and AHM for the Earth Day Clean-
Up event at RHAM High School, 85 Wall St., 
Hebron, at 10 a.m. After the kick-off, Trail 
Rangers and volunteers will regroup at the Ray-
mond Brook Preserve parking lot, 175 Church 
St., at 10:30 a.m., to clean up there and continue 
onto the sidewalk along Church Street (Route 
85) in front of the preserve, heading north. 

As folks pick up trash, bagging bottle “nips” 

separately, the Trail Rangers will identify inva-
sive plants as well as beneficial plants.  Time 
permitting, people can walk inside the preserve, 
continue with plant identification, perhaps clip 
back some invasives, and discuss future endeav-
ors and ways to help the earth. Trash bags, made 
of compostable plant material will be provided. 

Please wear gloves and brightly colored cloth-
ing, protect against ticks, and consider bring-
ing hand pruners. If you bring young children, 
please keep them safely in the preserve. 

Steady rain cancels the event. 

St. Peter’s Polish Dinner
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its 

first monthly community dinner of the year 
on Saturday, April 20, from 4-6 p.m. or until 
sold out. 

The menu will include pierogies, kielbasa, 
sauerkraut, stuffed cabbage, sweet and sour 
cabbage, pickled beets, and your choice of 
desserts. The cost is $17. Credit cards will be 
accepted.

 This is a take-out only dinner, and there 

are no pre-orders or reservations; the meal is 
first-come, first-served. Servers will come to 
your car, take your order and payment, and 
bring your food back to your back seat or 
trunk. 

 A portion of each meal sold will go towards 
supporting the No Freeze Project. For more 
details, call the church at 860-228-3244 or 
visit www.StPetersHebron.com.  St. Peter’s is 
located at 30 Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron.

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Obedience Foundations – Mastering Man-
ners: For dogs 6 months or older, and for own-
ers looking to improve communication with 
their dog. Class meets Sundays, April 28-June 
16, at 2:30 p.m., at the Parks and Recreation 
Building at Burnt Hill Park. Cost is $230.

Summer Adventure Camp: June 24-Aug. 16, 
6:45 a.m.-5 p.m. This is an eight-week program 
of games, arts & crafts, field trips and more. 
Registration is underway.

Football Camp: June 24-28, 8-11:30 a.m., 
at RHAM High School. With RHAM football’s 
head coach Dakota Fleming and the RHAM 

football players. Fee: $125. Each child will re-
ceive a T-shirt.  $125.

Minds in Motion: July 22-26 at Gilead Hill 
School. RE/CO Robot Camp, for ages 8-12, 
rill meet from 9 a.m.-noon, and CSI: Crime 
Scene Investigation Camp, for ages 7-11, will 
meet from 12:30-3:30 p.m. Cost is $170. 

Cheer and Dance Camp: July 15-19, 9-11:30 
a.m., at Hebron Elementary School. Cost is 
$135. All levels of experience welcome. 

Hoop It Up Basketball: Wednesdays, July 
3-31, 9-11 a.m., at HES. Cost: $50.

Lego STEAM Programs: July 15-19 at Gil-
ead Hill School. Building Up STEAM Using 
Lego meets 9 a.m.-noon, STEAM Works Using 
Lego meets noon-3 p.m. Cost: $140.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Group: Meets the first and third Wednes-
day of every month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Sw-
ensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, prayer, 

Bible study and fellowship.
Journey Group: For grades 6-12. The mission 

of the group is to support the youth of Hebron 
and surrounding towns in their spiritual devel-
opment. Meets every other Sunday directly after 
the service; lunch is provided. Next meeting: 
April 21.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!: Typ-
ically held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096. Church of the Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
Church of the Holy Family collects items for the 
Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality Center, 
which provides assistance to homeless adults. 
Due to limited storage space, only the following 
items can be accepted: men’s & women’s crew 
& quarter socks; men’s boxer briefs & women’s 

“Boy Shorts” briefs (M,L,XL,2XL); 13-gallon 
trash bags; laundry pods & dryer sheets; TP & 
paper towels; disinfectant wipes, Windex, Lysol 
spray, and bathroom & floor cleaners; men’s & 
women’s deodorant; men’s razors; pump hand 
soap and body wash; $15 Stop & Shop gift cards 
for gas; $25 Walmart gift cards for client emer-
gencies; and donations by check. Call to arrange 
the pick-up of gift cards and to obtain mailing 
instructions for cash donations. Place donations 
of goods in the designated collection box next 
to the church’s Cry Room. Place large quanti-
ties of donations in the Cry Room. For more 
information, call Monica or John McKerracher 
at 860-228-4211.
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular
• Palletized Firewood Our 31st Year!!!

860-228-1383 M-F 9-5
SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales
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& more

7 Liberty Drive, Hebron (next to the post office)

Haircuts $26
Juniors & Seniors $21

HEBRON’S ONLY BARBER SHOP

HOURS:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am-5:30pm;
Thursday noon-7pm; Saturday 8:00am-noon;

Sunday & Monday – Closed

Keeping Hebron Handsome!
3 Barbers to lessen your wait time!
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Amy

Budget Proposal Heads to Referendum
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Board of Finance (BOF) this week 
advanced the 2024-25 fiscal year general and cap-
ital budgets to referendum, after making slight 
reductions to the bottom-line.

Following a public hearing on Tuesday eve-
ning, the BOF advanced a total town budget of 
$41.09 million — a $1.98 million, or 5.05%, in-
crease over the 2023-24 fiscal year. 

As presented, the mill rate for real estate and 
personal property would increase from 33.19 to 
34.50. For the “average” Hebron home assessed 
$248,380, the tax bill for the upcoming fiscal year 
would be $8,568 — a $325 spike.

The capital improvement budget is slated at 
$1.33 million, covering a variety of projects, in-
cluding initial earmarks for roof repairs at both 
the Hebron Gilead Hill and Hebron Elementary 
School.

The BOF voted 4-0 in favor of advancing the 
general government budget; Michael McCor-
mack, the board’s vice chairman, abstained. The 
capital budget passed unanimously.

The referendum is scheduled for Tuesday, May 
7, at Hebron Elementary School from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 

While the budget proposal still features an 
average tax increase of more than $300, it’s still 

less than what Town Manager Andrew Tierney 
initially presented last month. In that budget pro-
posal, the penciled-in median tax increase was 
$566 – a hike Tierney said would “absolutely not” 
pass at referendum.

Along with slight reductions in each of the 
budget expenditures, the BOF allotted $500,000 
from the town’s unassigned fund balance — a tool 
it did not wield last year — which mitigated the 
tax burden.

The town budget is slated at $11.94 million — a 
$1.01 million, or 9.25%, increase. The local Board 
of Education (BOE) budget is proposed at $13.66 
— a $867,346, or 6.78%, increase. The RHAM 
BOE budget is $31.79 million a $654,406, or a 
2.1%, increase over current-year spending; the 
operating budget is $31.29 million — an increase 
of $695,619 over the 2023-24 budget — and the 
capital improvement plan is $499,777 — a de-
crease of $41,213. Hebron would be on the hook 
for $15.4 million after receiving a $410,297 credit 
— a total year-over-year increase of $97,521.

Compared to the figures presented in March, 
each of the budgets encompassed in the overall 
spending package decreased, according to docu-
ments provided at the public hearing: the town 

budget (down $133,910 from what was pre-
sented), local BOE (down $75,967), and RHAM 
(down $83,336).

Overall, the proposed budget increase was re-
duced by $293,213 from what was first presented 
in March.

Of the total $41 million proposed budget, 
$31.58 million would be raised through taxes — a 
$1.03 million, or 3.39%, increase.

Following the meeting, McCormack told the 
Rivereast he abstained from voting on the budget 
because he “didn’t agree with all of the Board of 
Education expenditures.”

“I’ve gone through the numbers in detail and 
I have some questions and concerns about the 
numbers that I see that I haven’t received suffi-
cient answers to,” he said.

Specifically, McCormack, a Republican, took 
issue with rising school administrative costs cou-
pled with declining student enrollment. Follow-
ing a previous meeting, he decided to wait and 
see what happened at the public hearing before 

determining how to vote.
“Based upon the comments tonight, I heard 

that most people were in support of [the budget], 
but I personally have concerns about the expens-
es,” he said. “If it passes, great. If it doesn’t pass, 
then we’ll have some work to do and maybe some 
of the comments I brought up last meeting will be 
discussed further.”

Democrat Mal Leichter said most of the Board 
of Education’s increase was represented by sala-
ries and benefits, making it difficult to identify 
potential reductions.

He said after the meeting that there wasn’t 
“anything glaring to cut.” 

The only area Leichter pointed to was “low 
class sizes.” He explained that the school district 
could’ve removed one teacher in both fourth and 
fifth grade and still remain under the recom-
mended class sizes.

“If the budget fails, I think that might be a dis-
cussion,” Leichter conveyed.

Preschool Screenings
The Hebron Board of Education will hold 

screenings at Gilead Hill School, 580 Gilead St., 
on Wednesday, May 15, for children that reside 
in Hebron and are 3 and 4 years old by the time 
of the screening. 

Screens in areas of speech, language, cogni-
tive, and motor development will be provided. 
Parents will also receive information to assist in 
fostering their child’s growth.

Call the office of the director of educational 
services at Hebron Public Schools at 860-228-
2577 to register your child to participate in the 
screening, as reservations are required.

Cards for a Cause
All are invited to a Cards for a Cause event, 

to benefit the Hebron Rocks ALZ walk team, 
on Sunday, April 21, at 12:15 p.m., at Gilead 
Congregational Church, 672 Gilead St.

The team’s objective is to raise funds to 
support continued research to advance diag-
nostic testing for earlier detection, for more 
treatment options that can be used at various 

stages of the disease and continued support 
for caregivers.

The event will be led by Gayle Sylvester, 
who will guide the group through creating 
three custom greeting cards.

Contact Gayle Sylvester (gayle.sylvester@
comcast.net) or Tonya Maurer (multitask-
ing@comcast.net) to register for the event. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the church bulletin at gileadchurchucc.up-
dates.church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or 
call 860-228-3077.

Worship: Worship is at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour. Services are also available on You-
Tube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and on 
Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC. 
This Sunday, April 21, will be a Purple Sunday 
worship service.

Next Week’s Events/Meetings: 4/20: Yoga, 
9:30 a.m.; 4/20: “Pasta for a Purpose” Dinner 
(Fundraiser for HELO), 5 p.m.; 4/22: Bible Study, 
9:30 a.m.; 4/23: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.; 4/24: 
Yoga,  9:15 a.m.; 4/24: Choir Practice, 7 p.m. 

Upcoming Events: Prayer Shawl Group: 
Meets the first and third Thursdays of each 

month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish House. All are 
welcome, regardless of knitting/crocheting expe-
rience.

Faith, Film and Potluck: Friday, May 3, at 6 
p.m.

Favorite Ladies Tea: Saturday, May 4, 2 p.m., 
in the Fellowship Hall. All are invited. Bring your 
favorite lady, a sweet or savory treat to share, 
your favorite teacup, and an accessory to swap. 
Tea will be provided. For more information, con-
tact the GCC administrative office (gcc@gilead-
church.net).

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following. Registration required for all pro-
grams, unless noted. To register and for more 
information, call the senior center at 860-228-
1700. The senior center newsletter is online at 
hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-cen-
ter. 

Cutting the Cable Cord: Wednesday, May 8, 
10:30 a.m. This will be an info session on how to 
navigate streaming services and cut the cable cord. 

Mindful Meditation: Mondays, April 22, 
May 6 and May 20, 11:25 a.m. The class is free 
and led by Mandy Roczniak who has been prac-
ticing mindful meditation for 17 years. 

Congregate Meals: Congregate meals are 
now again served Monday through Thursday. 
Meals are served at noon and with a suggested 
donation of $3. The updated menu is available 
on the senior center website. You must sign up 
by 9:30 a.m. the day before, or 9:30 a.m. on Fri-
day for Mondays.

Dedicated Transportation Line: There is 
now have a direct line for senior transportation. 
The new number to call is 860-228-5977. Call 
this number regarding transportation appoint-
ments or questions.

Movie Mondays: The movies start at 12:30 
p.m. The schedule is: April 29, The Boys in the 
Boat; May 6, Maestro. Popcorn provided.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays. Pick-ups 
begin around 9 a.m., based on where pick-ups 
will be. Upcoming trips: April 26 and May 17, 
Stop & Shop; May 3, Walmart and Aldi; May 10, 
Big Y. Pre-registration is required by the prior 
Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Fitness Evaluation/Fitness Planning for the 
Exercise Room: Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m., through 
early May. Certified athletic trainer Saman-
tha Freeman will evaluate your current fitness 
workout, give tips, and help create a plan if 
you’re just getting started. To set-up an appoint-
ment, call the senior center.

Other Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, some are free, and most 
require pre-registration. Detailed information 
is in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center. Exercise Equipment Room: Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.-noon.  

Mondays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 a.m. via 

Zoom; Massage, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Yoga, 10:15-
11:15 a.m. Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting/Nee-
dle Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Ca-
nasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Stamping, 
1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m. via Zoom; Yoga, first and third Wednes-
days of the month, 10:15-11:15 a.m; RHAM 
Bingo, the third Wednesday of each month from 
2:30-4 p.m., from October through May. Thurs-
days: Massage, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sunshine Singers, 
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Bingo, 1-3 p.m. Fridays: Enhance Fitness, 9-10 
a.m.; Fun with Stitches Open Quilting Group & 
Created to Create Open Arts Group, 10:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. 

Bus Transportation to Mobile Food Truck 
and Food Bank: Every other Tuesday; call the 
center for dates. Pick-ups start approximately 
10:30-10:45 a.m., and the food truck arrives at 
11:15 a.m. at the Church of Hope/Red Barn at 
the corner of routes 85 and 66. Food bank ar-
rival is approximately 11 a.m. Bring your own 
bags. Must sign up by 10 a.m. the day before. 

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 60 
and up and all adult disabled individuals, for 
medical care, personal needs care, grocery shop-
ping, or other pre-approved needs. Transporta-
tion available Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Appointments 
must be scheduled a minimum of 24 hours in 
advance, but 48 hours is recommended – and 
required for new riders. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the center.

Free CPR Classes
The Hebron Fire Department (44 Main St.) 

is offering free AHA Heartsaver CPR classes for 
those who live or work in Hebron. Adult, child 
and infant CPR, and choking emergencies, will 
be covered. 

The classes will be offered once a month, 
from 6-9 p.m. on Wednesdays, May 15 and June 
19.  Call Donna at 860-228-3022 ext. 162 to re-
serve a seat. 



Page 26 NEWS BULLETIN •  April 19, 2024

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story

HAMR Fast Pitch Recreational 
Softball is looking for

UMPIRES in our Minors 
and Majors divisions for the 
upcoming spring season April-June.

Games are played in the early evening
on weekdays and weekends.

Umpire Clinics available. $60 per game.

If interested please email your name
and number to hamrsoftball@gmail.com 
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Alumni Benefit Event

There will be an Alumni Benefit Event for 
RHAM Scholarships and Project Graduation 
Saturday, May 11, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron – featuring music by the 
Rockin’ HeartBeats.

This event is hosted by RHAM Alumni with 
the proceeds to provide scholarships to RHAM 
seniors and to benefit RHAM Project Gradua-
tion.

Tickets are $25 per person. Blackledge Coun-

try Club will serve flatbreads, pastas and snacks, 
and a cash bar also will also be available. There 
will be a raffle of many great items. 

A limited number of tickets will be sold, all in 
advance, and none will be available at the door.  
Tickets can be purchased by cash or check only. 
Checks should be made out to RHAM Alumni 
Benefit.

Raffle prizes are always welcome.
Further information and tickets are available 

from committee members Bob at 860-558-5823 
or 860-228-3388, Lynn at 860-416-1575, or 
John at 860-295-8484.

AHM College Scholarships
AHM Youth & Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, He-
bron, and Marlborough students who are plan-
ning to attend college in the fall. Each of the 
scholarships is needs-based. Applications are at 
ahmyouth.org/college-scholarship-application. 
Deadline to apply is May 15.

Erin Garvie Memorial Scholarship: This 
scholarship, created in memory of star soccer 
player Erin Garvie,  who passed away in 1998 
during her senior year at RHAM, is typically 
awarded to RHAM High School students who 
participate in high school athletics. 

Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship: This 

scholarship was created in memory of Paige 
Houston, who was entering her senior year as 
an honors student at RHAM High School in 
2013 when she passed away. Each year a college 
scholarship is awarded to a RHAM High School 
graduate. 

William Stelzner Memorial Scholarship: 
This scholarship was created in memory of Wil-
liam “Bill” Stelzner, who passed away in 2016. 
Each year a college scholarship is awarded to a 
RHAM High School graduate who plans to at-
tend a two-year college and has volunteered in 
the community. 

Anchor Lodge Scholarships
Masonic Anchor Lodge 112 of East Hampton 

has announced the availability of the Masonic 
and George Seely Memorial Scholarships. All 
applications must be postmarked by May 1.

Masonic Scholarship: Anchor Lodge will of-
fer up to two $1,000 scholarships for graduating 
seniors of the Class of 2024 from East Hampton 
High School, Hale-Ray High School, RHAM 
High School or Vinal Technical High School 
who are furthering their education in a field 
of the trades, i.e.: carpentry, culinary, wildlife 

management, vocational fields, technical fields 
and agricultural fields. Applicants must reside 
in East Hampton, Marlborough, Andover, He-
bron or Moodus.

George Seely Memorial Scholarship: An-
chor Lodge will offer up to one $1,000 scholar-
ship for a graduating senior of the Class of 2024 
from East Hampton High School or RHAM 
High School who is furthering their education.

 Interested parties should see their high 
school guidance department for details.

Project Graduation
Meets May 1

AHM Youth & Family Services will hold a 
Project Graduation meeting Wednesday, May 1, 
from 6:30-7:15 p.m., via Zoom.

Parents of students in the junior and senior 
classes are invited to attend. Zoom meeting in-
formation is at www.ahmyouth.org/fundrais-
ers-events/project-graduation. 

Kids vs. Cops
Basketball Game

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 
the Kids vs. Cops basketball game at RHAM 
High School Friday, April 19, from 6-7 p.m.; 
doors will open at 5:30.  

Resident state troopers from Troop K will 
face off in a basketball game against student 
athletes from RHAM High School. Also, as an 
educational component for parents/caregiv-
ers, a mock bedroom set up by Hidden in Plain 
Sight will be set up to highlight how drug para-
phernalia can be hidden in bedrooms by teens.

National Drug
Take-Back Day

AHM Youth and Family Services will help 
host a local drug drop-off location at RHAM 
High School on Saturday, April 27, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., as part of National Drug Take-Back 
Day. 

The goal of Drug Take-Back Day is to provide 
a safe, convenient and responsible means of 
disposing of unused/expired prescriptions and 
over the counter medications and vitamins. This 
year, sharps and aerosols will be accepted.

Earth Day Clean-Up Walk 
AHM Youth & Family Services, in partner-

ship with the Hebron Green Committee, will 
be at the Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, 
April 20, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 Members of the Hebron Community, par-
ents and RHAM High school and Middle 

School students are encouraged to sign up to 
volunteer to participate in the clean-up walk 
by registering at tinyurl.com/bdz8twp8.

Direct questions about the clean-up walk 
survey to AHM Prevention Coordinator Ashlee 
Parks at ashleep@ahmyouth.org. 

Project Grad Signs Now Available
All are invited to show their support for 

RHAM High School Class of 2024 graduating 
seniors by purchasing a “Congratulations” sign.

 These signs are available for purchase at $20 
each. Each sign is an 18” x 24” yard sign with a 
yard stake included. There is a blank space on the 
sign for you to write your graduates’ name on it.

This fundraiser helps support AHM Youth 
and Family Services’ Project Graduation event, 
a drug- alcohol-free celebration set to take place 
on June 14 from 10 p.m.-4 a.m.

Purchase your Project Grad Lawn signs at 
ahmyouth.org. From the Menu, select “Project 
Graduation” under “Events and Fundraisers.” 

Spring Concert
Tickets are now on sale for AHM Youth and 

Family Services’ Spring Concert Fundraiser, 
which will take place Saturday, May 18, at 7 
p.m., in the Joel Rosenberg Performing Arts 
Hall at AHM, located on Pendleton Drive in 
Hebron.

This year, AHM will host three local musical 
acts: One Part Harmony, Steve McCarthy, and 
Key of H.

Tickets are $45/person, and include appetiz-
ers and desserts. Proceeds support AHM’s mis-
sion of providing mental health and youth de-
velopment services to children, young people, 
and families in the community. 

For tickets and sponsorship opportunities, 
visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/spring-
concert.

Play and Learn
AHM Youth and Family Services will offer a 

Play and Learn in the Park Group at Columbia 
Rec Park on Fridays, May 3-May 31, from 10-11 
a.m. each week. 

This group, for children Birth-5 and adults, 
will let children enjoy the playscape, crafts, and 
circle time with a story and singing. The cost is 
$35/family for the five-week session. Register at 
ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Community/Home.

Free Developmental 
Screenings 

The AHM Family Resource Center offers 
free developmental screenings to anyone with 
a child ages 4 months-3 years in Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough and Columbia.

Through activities and use of the question-
naire “Ages and Stages,” AHM will learn how 
your child is doing in different domains of de-
velopment (communication, motor, and social-
emotional skills). 

The screening takes about an hour, and can 
be done in your home or in the Family Resource 
Center room at Gilead Hill School in Hebron. 
After the screening, you will get a copy as well 
as a sheet with ways to encourage your child’s 
development in the different domains.

Sparkler App 
AHM’s Family Resource Center encourages 

families to download the free Sparkler App 
from the CT Office of Early Childhood. The app 
has the Ages and Stages developmental screen-
ings as well as information about child develop-
ment, parenting tips and activities.

You can access the App from the Google Play 
Store or Apple App store. AHM’s code is Gilead-
FRC. Go to playsparkler.org for more informa-
tion.

For more information or to schedule a 
screening, contact Becky Murray at beckym@
ahmyouth.org or call the Family Resource Cen-
ter at 860-228-0871.

ever it pleases and there’s nothing that any of us 
can do about it,” he conveyed.

Thomas made a similar point, employing the 
term “backdoor spending.”

“Once we approve a budget, we have no idea 
what you guys end up doing ultimately,” he said.

Sullivan dismissed any claims of “backdoor 
spending,” but confirmed that the school bud-
get often has some level of leftover funding at 
the end of the year. That allotment is brought 
to the BOE, who approves and recommended 
transfers within the school budget.

“I don’t believe we’re being unethical or lack-
ing integrity in what we’re doing,” Sullivan said.

The superintendent added that during any 
given fiscal year, up to 1-2% of the total school 
budget could go unexpended. With an over-
all spending plan exceeding $40 million, that 
amount can sometimes equate to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

Sullivan explained that in the summer, there 
are often shakeups with staffing that are often 
impossible to predict. Depending on the experi-
ence level of the person being hired, the fiscal 
year budget can fluctuate accordingly. The dif-
ference between veteran and new teachers can 
be tens of thousands of dollars, he said.

Following Thomas’ remark regarding “back-
door spending,” Democrat Mike Egan — vice 
chair of the finance board — expressed that all 
BOE transfers and expenditure reports are pub-
lic information.

“For a member of this board to sit here and 
say this goes into a black box — this is really 
disenchanting,” Egan said.

Rachel Linkkila, the school district’s business 

director, indicated that the town’s audit process 
is ongoing, and the district was awaiting up-
dated information about its reserve accounts. 
However, she said the audited amount from the 
2021 fiscal year was $436,000 — funding that 
went unexpended that year.

Still, the BOE doesn’t have access to that spe-
cific funding because the BOF hasn’t officially 
transferred all, or a portion, of the unexpended 
dollars back to the school board’s capital reserve 
fund.

“These funds have not been appropriated 
back to the BOE, therefore they are currently 
not available for expenditures,” she said.

While the BOF — comprised of four Demo-
crats and two Republicans — did not signal 
whether it would aim to trim the school bud-
get, Chapman asked Sullivan what a potential 
$250,000 or $500,000 reduction would entail.

During last year’s budget cycle, Sullivan re-
sponded to a similar question posed by a resi-
dent, which sparked considerable debate. The su-
perintendent, just months into his new role at the 
time, had produced a letter outlining what a sub-
stantial reduction would mean for the district. 
He listed potential cuts — many of which were 
non-starters in the community — such as reduc-
tions to the band and full-day kindergarten.

On Monday, he approached the question 
slightly different, simply conveying that the 
BOE would potentially examine programming 
and staffing.

“I recognize that there’s a perception that we 
can cut things without an impact,” Sullivan be-
gan. “And the problem there is we’re gambling 
on what we would or would not have left at the 
end of the year. Bottom line is, I mean we re-

spect that you all have a job to do and that you 
also have an obligation to the taxpayers. So if 
there’s a reduction, we’ll go back and explore 
what the possibilities are and then we’ll make 
the appropriate decision accordingly to meet 
the budget put forth by the town.”

Another citizen asked if additional programs, 
including areas that were previously cut, could 
potentially be restored moving forward. How-
ever, Sullivan has consistently stated in recent 
months that the proposed school budget pur-
posely avoids new initiatives, especially after a 
lofty spending increase was adopted for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

“I know the town really went to bat for us last 
year and arguably over-extended itself to ensure 
that we were able to maintain status-quo,” Sul-
livan said.

The district proposed taking away one teach-
ing position at Colchester Elementary School 
and introducing two teaching positions Jack 
Jackter Intermediate School due to enrollment 
shifts. In addition, two registered behavioral 
technicians — who were both currently being 
funded through an ARPA grant — are being 
transferred into the operational budget.

Sullivan said he was confident in the staffing 
levels recommended in the budget.

“I think the last thing we want to do is over-
staff and then have people talking about really 
small class sizes and feel that we somehow de-
ceived the public,” he said.

State legislation recently changed the birth 
cutoff date for kindergarten enrollment from 
Jan. 1 to Sept. 1 for any given school year. Sul-
livan said the district’s kindergarten enrollment 
may be impacted to an extent that requires an 

additional class section, which would boost the 
budget.

Although the district recently negotiated a 
new teacher contract, Sullivan stated that many 
neighboring towns still pay their teachers more. 
He cited East Hampton, describing the compen-
sation discrepancy  as a “significant amount of 
money.” During the meeting, he compared Col-
chester and East Hampton teachers with iden-
tical experience and degrees, showcasing how 
in some cases, East Hampton staff make up to 
$12,000 more than Colchester employees.

Q&A Debate
Before the main discussion even took place, 

the BOF debated the format of the community-
interaction portion of the agenda.

One item listed on the agenda was “BOE/
Administration Q&A,” which Chapman said 
was meant solicit a back-and-forth between the 
BOF and the school administration and BOE 
members present. 

Vaillancourt and Thomas disagreed. They 
supported a motion — which failed with a 4-2 
vote — to change the item to a citizens’ Q&A 
session.

“If it was supposed to be just for the board, 
it should’ve said that, because it’s wide open,” 
Thomas asserted. “It does not designate that it’s 
just between the boards. Therefore, [the] inter-
pretation is crystal clear that it’s for everybody.”

Chapman responded that he would allow 
each resident three minutes to speak — a typical 
allotment allowed by the local boards. However, 
the residents would also be allowed to re-enter 
the queue and ask additional questions.

“We’re not limiting anyone’s participation,” he 
said.
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Resident Remembered for Volunteerism

Longtime Andover resident John Handfield, who died last month, had a love of 
landscaping. He’s shown here with his wife Lois at one of their lovingly-crafted flower 
gardens.

By Michael Sinkewicz
Longtime Andover resident John Handfield, 

who passed away last month, was fondly re-
membered for his relentless community activ-
ism and kind nature.

Handfield, 73, was known for constantly vol-
unteering and taking on local jobs — specifi-
cally repairing stone walls, a particular passion 
and hobby of his.

His work didn’t go unnoticed; the town will 
recognize Handfield with a brick outside of the 
new community center — an honor it bestows 
upon residents who demonstrate an outstand-
ing commitment to the community.

“He’s one of our most outstanding volun-
teers,” said Scott Person, a member of the An-
dover Board of Selectmen. “He was a rare in-
dividual.”

Handfield refurbished countless stone walls, 
always pitching in at local cemeteries while 
chipping in with additional landscaping proj-
ects throughout town. His commitment was 
consistent, and he maintained certain areas in 
Andover for many years.

After spending hours away from home, al-
most on a daily basis, Handfield would apolo-
gize to his wife of 15 years, Lois, for his absence.

Her response to him was always simple: “I’m 
so proud of what you’re doing. I think it’s beau-
tiful.”

“He was kind,” Lois recalled this week. “He 
was gentle. He was a good person.”

While many residents likely recognized and 
saw Handfield working, Lois believes his labor 

might’ve escaped many in the community.
“I don’t think they realized the impact he had 

until he died,” she said. “He didn’t brag; he just 
did it.”

Handfield worked at Pratt & Whitney for over 
20 years as a package specialist before shifting 
to landscaping and delivering oil. In his retire-
ment, he liked staying busy, according to Lois.

Their property was built by Handfield and 
one of his friends, Lois said, and it features a 
brook — one of their favorite spots.

Ultimately, landscaping became his main 
hobby, both at home, Andover and places he 
traveled.

“He had the time and it was such a nice thing 
to do,” Lois said. “He put his whole self into it. It 
was a passion of his.”

You wouldn’t find any weeds in their yard, ac-
cording to Lois — something Person confirmed: 
“He had the best yard. There was never a leaf.”

According to his obituary, Handfield grew 
up in Franklin with seven brothers and sisters 
and graduated from Norwich Free Academy in 
1968.

“Anyone that has ever visited John’s home 
in Andover, with its contoured landscape, me-
ticulous lawns, multiple stone walls and flower 
beds, and a covered bridge spanning a wander-
ing brook, can attest to his skills,” the obituary 
read.

Lois would assist him with projects, includ-
ing planting flowers on the bank of the Andover 
museum. Lois recalled that her husband would 
be handling large rocks, and would go through 

countless pairs of gloves. In an attempt to make 
them last a bit longer, they’d apply gorilla tape 
outside the fingers.

In recent months, Person said that Handfield 
rarely talked about his health, despite not feel-

ing his best.
“He never complained about it to me,” re-

called Person, who said he knew Handfield for 
around 10 years.

Vendors, Donations Sought for Tag and Bake Sale
The Andover Senior Lunch Fundraising 

Committee is in the process of collecting do-
nations for its annual Tag, Vendor and Bake 
Sale, which will be held Saturday, April 27. 
The tag sale is a fundraiser for the senior 
lunch program. 

The committee is looking for items to sell. If 

you have items to donate, they can be brought 
to the Town Office Building. Call Carol Lee 
at 860-742-0188 ext. 2 for more information. 

Vendors and bakers are also needed for the 
sale. For information, contact Cathy Palazzi 
at 860-916-6122. 

Library Friends Scholarship
Andover Friends of the Library is offering a 

$1,000 scholarship to an Andover high school 
senior. Applications are due May 1, and are 
available at the guidance office at RHAM High 
School, at the Andover Public Library, 355 
Route 6 and on the town website at tinyurl.
com/2huzen57. 

Completed applications must be dropped off 

at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school, 
use the scholarship to further their education, 
and hold a valid Andover Public Library card. 

For more information, call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Senior Citizen News & Notes
The following items have been updated for 

Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled. If you 
want to attend any events, call senior coordi-
nator Cathy Palazzi 860-916-6122 to register. 
Transportation is available for all events. There 
is shopping on Tuesdays, Foodshare rides bi-
monthly on Wednesdays, Food Pantry Mondays 
and Wednesdays, and lunches bi-monthly on 
Fridays. For all Young at Heart events, including 
movies, call Sue Schmidt at 860-604-1057, and 
call Town Clerk Carol Lee at 860-742-0188 ext. 
2 for all trip information. For all senior events 
and information, visit the senior page of the 
town website, andoverct.org.

Note: Senior transportation calls are now 
only heard from 9 a.m.-noon, by calling Palazzi. 
If you call at any other time, leave your name, 
phone number, date, time and address of your 
appointment. A return call will be given within 
24 hours. Medicals will no longer be available 
for Tuesdays. They are available for Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Shopping Dates: Manchester: 4/30. Willi-

mantic: 4/23. Call Palazzi for transportation.
Senior Luncheon: Friday, April 19 and will 

feature meatloaf and sides. Call Palazzi for res-
ervations by the previous Wednesday.

Upcoming Trip: Friday, April 19, Legally 
Blonde at Little Theater of Manchester. Call 
Carol Lee for more information.

Rides to Food Pantry: The bus is available for 
the food pantry on Mondays at 5 p.m. Note: If 
no seniors want to ride senior transportation on 
Wednesdays to food pantry, those Wednesdays 
will be eliminated from the driving schedule 
so that additional medicals can be scheduled. 
There will still be a bus for Foodshare every 
other Wednesday. Call Palazzi if you need trans-
portation or have questions about this change in 
schedule. 

Transportation Available: Rides to all town 
events, town meetings, referendums, board 
meetings and medical appointments are avail-
able by calling Palazzi. All seniors, veterans, dis-
abled are welcome. If you have a caregiver, they 
may come with you. 

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams 
live on the church’s Facebook page (First Con-
gregational Church, Andover, CT). For more 
information, call the church office at 860-742-
7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or 
visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Collecting for Auction

The Andover Friends of the Library Auction 
Committee is collecting donations for its 22nd 
annual Goods and Services Auction that will be 
held Friday, May 17. 

The committee is looking for new items to 
create gift baskets. The following are examples 
of popular items: gift certificates, handmade 
items like jewelry, scarves, quilts, afghans, 
sports items, paintings and music/video games.

This auction is the Friends’ big fundraiser; 
proceeds help support library programs. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

Preschool Openings
The Andover Elementary School Early 

Learning Center is accepting applications for 
preschool students for the 2024-25 school year. 
Andover’s preschool program is full-day. Be-
fore- and after-school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2024, are eligible to attend. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: The School Readi-
ness grant and the Smart Start grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet, or download one at 
www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Town-Wide
Tag Sale Coming 

The Andover annual Town-Wide Tag Sale 
will be held Saturday, May 18, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Rain date is Sunday, May 19. Proceeds 
benefit the Andover Senior Luncheon Program.

Residents who would like to be included and 
have their address listed on the tag sale map 
should send a check for $10 payable to Town of 
Andover and mail it or bring it to: Town Clerk, 
17 School Rd., Andover, CT 06232. Include a list 
of items that you will have for sale so it can be 
included on the map. 

Send information and payment so that it is 
received by May 3. 

Scholarship Available
for Andover Students

Andover Elementary School is taking appli-
cations for the Andover Education Association 
and the Andover PTA Annual Scholarship. The 
scholarship is being offered to any Andover stu-
dent.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339.

Application deadlines are May 3.

Of Birds & Stars
Andover Public Library, located at 355 

Route 6, will hold the program “Of Birds 
& Stars:  Exploring the Wonder of Bird Mi-
gration in Connecticut” on Tuesday, April 
23, at 6:30 p.m.

Meredith Barges, co-chair of the Lights 
Out! Connecticut initiative, will lead the 
program.  Learn about the secret lives of 
migratory songbirds, the long-distance 
journeys they make twice each year to 
Connecticut, and why they need dark skies 
to navigate.

Veterans Meet April 20
The Andover Veterans meeting will be held 

Saturday, April 20, from 5-7 p.m., in the Town 
Hall community room. All veterans and cur-
rently serving military members are welcome. 
Spouses/significant others are invited as well. 
Pizza will be served.

Memorial Day is coming up, so this meeting 
will be a good time to discuss the event. If you 
have any questions, contact veterans representa-
tives Susan Camoroda at 703-472-3209 or John 
Botti at 860-839-3481, or email veterans@ando-
verct.org. 

Bingo & Baskets
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Baskets night 
Friday, April 19, starting with dinner at 5:30 
p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo. No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
for more information.

Sheena the Therapy Dog
Sheena the Therapy Dog and her owner, 

Jenifer Nadeau, will return to the Andover 
Public Library, 355 Route 6, on Saturday, 
April 20, at 11:30 a.m. 

If you have, or are, a kid and like to read, 
Sheena wants to listen. If you can’t make it 
this weekend, Sheena will also be at the li-
brary Saturday, May 18, also at 11:30 a.m.

For more information, call the library at 
860-742-7428.

Chili Fest Save the Date
The Andover Democratic Town Commitee 

will hold the Andover Chili Fest Saturday, May 
4, from noon-3 p.m., in the Town Hall commu-
nity room. All are invited to participate. 

More details will follow – including prizes 
and more – but those who already know they’re 
interested in entering a pot of chili for the Chili 
Fest should contact Elaine Buchardt at ebucha-
rdt@snet.net.

Andover Historical Society
The Andover Historical Society will open its 

Museum of Andover History for the first time 
this year, Saturday, April 20th, from 4 to 6 p.m.  
New items are continuously being added to the 
display, so if you haven’t visited in a while, stop 
in and see what is new. The museum is located 
in the Old Town Hall on Monument Lane.

Pasta Dinner
The Andover Elementary School PTA is host-

ing a pasta dinner fundraiser on April 25 at 4:30 
p.m. at the Andover Elementary School cafete-
ria. Tickets are $10 each or $8 each for AES staff, 
seniors, military and first responders. 

 Tickets can be purchased at the school office 
by cash, check or venmo  @andoverelementry-
ctpta.   The PTA will also be selling tickets for 
raffle prizes at the dinner and is looking for 
donations. Please contact celeste.willard@ando-
verpta.org for donations or questions. 

Huge Sale
Andover seniors will host a crafters, vendors, 

tag and bake sale on Saturday, April 27th from 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Elementary School 
gym, 35 School Road, Andover, CT. For infor-
mation, please call Cathy at 860-916-6122or 
Carol at 860-742-7305 X2. Money raised goes to 
feed our seniors.

Olde Andover Burial 
Ground Vacancy

Any Andover Elector interested in serving on 
the Olde Andover Burial Ground Committee 
should send a letter of interest to; Town of An-
dover - Olde Burial Ground - 17 School Road 
- Andover, CT  06232 or email; townclerk@an-
doverct.org. Due date for letters is May 13.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Annual Town Budget Meeting and Budget Referendum

Town of Portland, Connecticut
The Annual Town Budget Meeting

will be held in person at the Portland Middle School-Cafeteria, 
93 High Street

Monday, May 6, 2024 at 7:00 PM, EDT
The Budget Referendum

will be held at the Portland Middle School-Band Room, 93 High 
Street

Monday, May 13, 2024 from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM, EDT
Contact Town Clerk’s Office for Absentee Ballots

Pursuant to Section 1201.4 of the Town of Portland Charter, 
the Annual Town Budget Meeting and the Budget Referendum 
shall be held at the above noted dates, places and times to 
consider and act upon the 2024-2025 General Fund Operating 
Budget as adopted by the Board of Selectmen at its meeting of 
April 3, 2024.  The recommended budget for FY 2024-2025 is 
$40,050,813.  The recommended amounts for the major budget 
functions are highlighted in the following table.
General Government $1,715,092
Public Safety $2,584,820
Public Works $2,617,500
Planning and Development $211,509
Health and Human Services $404,405
Portland Library $795,800
Employee Fringe Benefits $3,635,105
Risk Management $246,000

TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT: $12,210,231
EDUCATION: $24,743,521

Debt Service $1,538,272
Sundry $1,558,789

TOTAL OTHER EXPENDITURES: $3,097,061
TOTAL GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET $40,050,813

The estimated mill rate would be 34.30, an increase of 1.03 
mills over the FY 2023-2024 mill rate of 33.27.  The estimated 
mill rate is subject to adjustment based on approved State of 
Connecticut Budget revenues to the Town.
The budget is available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s 
Office located at 33 East Main Street, the Portland Public 
Library located at 20 Freestone Avenue, and on the Town’s 
website www.portlandct.org
Dated at Portland, Connecticut this 15th day of April 2024
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

2 TB 4/19, 4/26

Portland
Rosemary Sanstrom

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of our beloved sister, aunt, and great 
aunt, Rosemary A. Sanstrom on April 10th. 
Rosemary was in her new home in Norwich 
surrounded by her loved ones.

Born on October 27th 1942, to the late John 
and Grace (Plati) Auterino, raised in Hartford, 
she attended Buckley High School. After high 
school she worked at St. Francis Hospital for 
over 30 years then retired. Rosemary is pre-de-
ceased by her brother, Vincent John Auterino. 
Rosemary married her soulmate, the late Rob-
ert P. Sanstrom on October 2nd, 1981. Rose-
mary and Bob were famous for their Christmas 
and summer parties on the farm in Portland. So 
many great memories! Rosemary was always 
ready for fun and adventure. When they be-
came snowbirds the adventures continued.

She will be missed by all her friends and fami-
ly especially her “one and only” sister Donna van 
Ryswyk and her B.I.L. Adrianus van Ryswyk, 
her nephews and their wives; John Scott Auteri-
no, Travis and Amanda Conrad, Adam and Liza 
Auterino, Justin and Cassie Conrad, Erik and 
Kerri Conrad, Daniel R. Sanstrom and her great 
nephews; Andrew, Justin Jr., Aiden, Nikko and 
her great nieces; Annabelle Grace and Penelope 
Rose.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Fri-
day, April 19, at 10 a.m., in St. Mary Church, 
Portland. Friends may call at the Portland Me-
morial Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland 
on Friday from 8:30 until 9:30 a.m. Burial will 
be in the Swedish Cemetery, Portland. 

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Andover
Ray T. Mentzer, Jr.

Ray T. Mentzer Jr., 90, 
of Andover, beloved hus-
band and sweetheart of 
Barbara Spillman Men-
tzer, passed away peace-
fully Thursday, March 28. 
His wife and friends were 
by his side. 

Ray was born Nov. 12, 
1933, and was the son of 
the late Ray T. Mentzer Sr. 
and Dorothy Frazier Men-
tzer. It was not long before the family moved to 
Havertown, Pa., where Ray attended school, 
graduating from Haverford High in 1952. While 
there he played the clarinet in the marching 
band and for a short time his favorite, the snare 
drum. Playing Haverford basketball with great 
teammates and winning the Philadelphia Sub-
urban 1 championship was extremely gratifying 
to him. A highlight of Ray’s overall educational 
experience was a year at Lawrenceville Prep in 
New Jersey. He continued to play basketball and 
was thrilled to help bring home the New Jersey 
State Prep championship. 

In 1956, Ray graduated from Princeton Uni-
versity with a degree in clinical psychology. 
He particularly enjoyed rowing with the light-
weight crew and, again, playing the clarinet in 
the marching band. As a member of Cannon 
Club, he roomed with 11 suitemates, establish-
ing many lasting relationships. After Princeton, 
Ray went on to earn his doctorate at Purdue 
University in 1961. He took his first job as a 
clinical psychologist at the Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital in Brockton, Mass., providing 
assessment and treatment services. Once again 
he made lifelong friendships with colleagues. 

Ray always wanted to help the most people 
possible. This motivated him to take on the role 
of founding executive director of Self-Help, 
Inc., an anti-poverty agency located in Brock-
ton, Mass. It was here in the summer of 1968 
that he met an eager volunteer Head Start ap-
plicant named Barb. From Massachusetts, Ray 
moved to Connecticut in the early 1970s to help 
build another community service organization 
from the ground up. He was the first executive 
director of Wheeler Clinic, a community health 
center located in Plainville. It currently provides 
behavioral and specialty health care for all ages 
in 30 locations. 

Barb followed Ray to Connecticut and, after 
a 25-year “whirlwind courtship,” he married the 
love of his life in 1993. Ray and Barb cherished 
each day together, and theirs is a forever love.

Time with family and friends was dear to 
Ray’s heart. Traditional gatherings for Christ-
mas in Danville, Pa., and visits to his parents’ 
home in Ocean City, N.J., brought him much 
joy. His one-on-one time with his cousins as 
they were growing up was a priority for him. He 
listened, comforted, guided. These same skills 
would serve him well years later when engaged 
in a small private practice. To friends who were 
struggling he gave encouragement and light-
ened their load with humor. 

Ray loved his dogs, delighted in hand-taming 
chickadees, and worked diligently at organic 
gardening. He always had great admiration and 
respect for military veterans and actively hon-
ored them for their service to our country. In 
2006, God blessed Ray mightily when he met 
Ashley Camp, a young man who became like a 
son to him and Barb.

Ray is survived by his devoted wife, Barb; nu-
merous cousins of the Vincent, Masteller, Curry, 
Fry, and Cope families; Ashley Camp, his wife 
Vallen, and their baby, Juniper.

In celebration of Ray’s life, a service will 
be held Saturday, April 27, at 11 a.m., at First 
Church of Christ in Wethersfield. In lieu of 

East Hampton
Susan Boulanger

Susan Elizabeth (Brack) 
Boulanger, beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and sister, passed peace-
fully at home on Easter 
morning, March 31st, 
2024. She was 77.

Born in Middletown, 
CT, and a lifelong resident 
of East Hampton, she 
was the eldest daughter 
of the late Arthur Brack 
and Agnes (Hannah) Brack. She is survived by 
her husband, Paul Boulanger, of CT; daughter 
Lisa Boulanger, spouse Carlos Brody, and son 
Mateo Brody, of NJ; her younger sister Chris-
tina (Brack) Sloan and husband Mark Sloan, of 
CT; and her niece Monique (St. Laurent) Ha-
zlett, spouse Tom, and their children Logan and 
Molly, of CT. She also leaves many cousins, and 
many friends both lifelong and new, including 
her visiting nurse, Charlene.

Susan was a special education teacher in the 
Connecticut public schools for 32 years. This 
year she celebrated her 77th birthday and her 
55th wedding anniversary. 

She loved her family and friends fiercely. She 
relished her role as mother and grandmother 
and was incredibly proud of her daughter and 
grandson. She enjoyed going to the beach, trav-
eling, writing, and spending time with friends 
and family.

In lieu of sending flowers, please plant a little 
something in her memory. We are planning a 
celebration of her life in the early summer.

Colchester
Alma Albert

Alma Albert, of Col-
chester, passed away 
peacefully on April 4, 
2024, at Apple Rehab in 
Colchester, CT, where 
she had been recently re-
siding. Her beloved fam-
ily was attentively by her 
side. Alma was 83 years 
old. 

She was born on Feb-
ruary 26, 1941, in Ft. 
Kent, ME, a daughter of the late Baptiste and 
Eva (Plourde) Theriault. Alma married her be-
loved husband, Philip Louis Albert on August 
8, 1961. The couple settled in Colchester where 
they made their home and raised their family. 
Alma was a very proud homemaker, caring for 
her family and home where friends were wel-
comed like family. Alma enjoyed visiting with 
ladies in the area as the Avon representative for 
over 40 years. As a devout Catholic, Alma was a 
parishioner at St. Andrew Church in Colchester. 
She had a caring and generous heart, and she 
showered her love on others. Alma was known 
to use her talent at crochet and knitting by mak-
ing blankets and other items for cancer patients.

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by her husband of 62 years, Phil-
ip. Her children and their spouses, Janet (Roger) 
Kizer, Carl (Laurie) Albert, and Gary (Jim) Al-
bert. Her grandchildren, Michael Hutchins and 
Karen (Phil) Powers. Her great grandchildren, 
Rileyann Solomon, Ella and James Powers. Her 
siblings, Sylvia Colson, Ida Clavete, Amanda 
Bouley, Aurel Theriault and Joel Theriault and 
many extended family members and friends. In 
addition to her parents she is predeceased by 
her brother, Sylvio Theriault.

Calling hours were held at the Aurora-Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., 
Colchester on Thursday April 11, 2024. A Mass 
of Christian burial took place the following day, 
on Friday, April 12, 2024, directly at the St. An-
drew Church, 128 Norwich Avenue Colchester, 
CT. She was laid to rest in the New St. Andrew 
Cemetery on Gillettes Lane in Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Alma’s memo-
ry may be made to the Colchester Hayward Fire 
Company, 52 Old Hartford Rd Colchester, CT 
06415. For online memorials and condolences, 
please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.
com

Obituaries 

RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 4/30/24.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org

flowers, donations in Ray’s memory may be 
made to Tunnels to Towers Foundation or Shri-
ners Hospital.

The family would like to thank administra-
tive and nursing staff of the Manchester Reha-
bilitation and Healthcare Center for their good-
natured, skilled and caring attention to Ray’s 
needs and comfort during his stay with them. 

For online condolences, visit www.dillonbax-
ter.com.

Hebron
Thomas C. Meli

Thomas C. Meli, 76, 
of Hebron, passed away 
peacefully Wednesday, 
April 10, at home, sur-
rounded by his family, 
after a period of declin-
ing health. He was the be-
loved husband of Theresa 
Meli for 48 years. He was 
born in Hartford April 25, 
1947, the son of Charles 
Meli Sr., and Pasqualina 
Z.”Pat” Meli.

Tom graduated from Hartford Public High 
School in 1967. He worked for the City of Hart-
ford as Head Lifeguard and water safety instruc-
tor for 10 years. During the Vietnam War he 
was drafted into the Army Reserves from 1969 
to 1975 and loved serving his country. He left 
many legacies behind, including being a proud 
and patriotic U.S. Army veteran. Tom was a 
longtime member of the American Legion Post 
95 of Hebron. Recently he worked several years 
for Monaco Ford. 

Tom was a beloved and integral life member 
of the Windham Fish and Game Club where he 
was head of the kitchen committee for many 
years. He was also a member of the CARBS of 
Hartford. He was a member of the Andover 
Congregational Church and also a longtime vol-
unteer at the food pantry. In addition, he was a 
member of the Hebron Sunshine Singers.

Tom dedicated 50-plus years to the art of Kyo-
kushin Karate. He trained under Shoshu Shige-
ru Oyama accomplishing branch chief and the 
rank of 6th degree. Shihan Tom won the 1988 
Mas Oyama Grand Championship Tournament 
in New York City for Kata. He also fought in 
many Kyokushin tournaments, achieving two 
ten-rounders victoriously. He was instrumental 
in keeping Kyokushin schools active in Con-
necticut.

He is survived by his children, Sandra and 
husband Blaine Hart, Doreen Meli, Thomas 
Jr. and wife Gina, Shannon LaPenta, Richard 
LaPenta, Josie Carlisle and husband Paul, and 
Nicole Lockwood; his sisters, Joaneen Soucy, 
Dorothy Normand and husband Richard, Car-
mel Meli. Tom also leaves 13 grandchildren, 
16 great-grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews.

He was predeceased by his sisters, Patricia 
Mancini, Florence Meli, and brother, Charles 
Meli Jr.

Special thanks and love to Laurie Ashworth, 
Nikki Lockwood, Josie Carlisle and grandchil-
dren Sierra and Patrick for their devoted help 
with appointments and care for Tom.

There will be a Celebration of Life on Saturday, 
June 8, at noon, at the Windham Fish and Game 
Club, 267 Jerusalem Rd., Windham. A fundrais-
er will be held on the same day of said celebra-
tion of life to help cover with unexpected costs.

You will forever be loved and missed.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
C
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LEGALS

RE4-19-24

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Life is so ironic.
It takes sadness to know happiness, 

noise to appreciate silence,
and absence to value presence.

If anyone refused 
to rent to you 

because of your 
source of income, 

race, color, 
national origin, 

sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, 
marital status, 
age, disability 

or because you 
have children, 
you may have 
been the victim 

of illegal housing 
discrimination. 

Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 

IS ILLEGAL 
For Help Call 
888-247-4401

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING 

The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, April 25, 2024, at 7:00 PM at the 
Senior Center, 17 School Drive.
APPLICATION #Z-03-24 – 314 Jones Hollow Rd (Appli-
cant) Kirsten DellaRocco (Property Owner) Construction 
of Accessory Building 
APPLICATION #Z-04-24 – 86 E Hampton Rd (Applicant) 
Farm on Carter Hill (Property Owner) 2024 Public Events 
APPLICATION #Z-08-24 – 303 So Main St (Applicant) 
Chateau Le Gari (Property Owner) Public Music Festival
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use 
Department at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 4/12, 4/19

LEGAL NOTICE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT 
 
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 23, 
2024, at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeet-
ing Platform, on the following: 

1. Petition 2024-07 – Petition of the Town of Hebron to 
revise Section 5.F.8 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations to 
regulate light posts greater than 14 feet in height, amend 
Section 5.F to recommend athletic field lighting compliance 
with DarkSky International guidelines and controls to limit 
illumination beyond scheduled activity, to recommend bulbs 
with warm color temperature, and to avoid motion detection. 

Planning and Zoning Commission
Apr 23, 2024, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.

https://meet.goto.com/387722693
You can also dial in using your phone.

Access Code: 387-722-693
United States: +1 (571) 317-3122
Get the app now and be ready
when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 15th day of April 2024. 
Frank Zitkus, Chair 

TB 4/19

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the 
following action at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 7:00pm on the following:
Petition 2024-05 – Petition of James R. Celio to amend 
the Hebron Zoning Regulations, Section 3.F.2.4, to permit 
single-family dwellings in the Commercial Technology District.  
Denied.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/ef6ddb7d0839f229050
d4920e69b782763f6776d4865a13a3fbbed402d5cc0d3

TB 4/19

Foreclosure Auction
The Town of East Hampton Social Services Department 
will conduct a foreclosure auction of contents from one of 
its storage units located at 80 Industrial Park Access Road, 
Middlefield, CT on May 3rd, 2024 at 9am.

TB 4/19

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING 
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, May 2, 2024, at 7:00 PM at the 
Senior Center, 17 School Drive.
APPLICATION #Z-06-24 – 1 Kimberly Way (Applicant) Mat-
thew & Kristen Gomez (Property Owner) Construction of 
Accessory Building/Accessory Dwelling Unit
APPLICATION #Z-07-24 – Greylock Property Group, LLC 
(Applicant) Terramuggus LLC (Property Owner) 156 & 
163 No Main St, Special Permit – 48 Unit Multi-Family 
Development 
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use De-
partment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2 TB 4/19, 4/26

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its April 11, 2024, meeting, the Hebron Conservation Commis-
sion took the following actions:
Petition 2024-03 – Grayville Road Over Jeremy Brook, 126/129 
Grayville Road, Town of Hebron, Replacement of Bridge Super-
structure – approved, with the following conditions:

1. Regarding protection of the amphibian / reptile species 
indicated in the area by the DEEP NDDB, the applicant will post 
protection notes and implement the protection measures to be 
noted in the plans.
2. Incorporate DEEP Bureau of Fisheries guidance, if any, into 
the project plans.
3. Emplace a suitable protective tarp under the bridge during the 
construction process and reflect the foregoing measure in the 
project plans.
4. Contact the Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent prior to 
construction / emplacement of Sediment and Erosion Controls.
5. The project will be regularly monitored by the Conservation 
and Inland Wetlands Agent, the Town Engineer, and the Public 
Works Department.
6. The applicant will ensure proper cleanup of the area upon 
completion of the project.

James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For: Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland Wetlands 
Commission
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/1c33f7b25379f1ecb34673
0a2a4196122dede637f88ca31f3fafd4af41b21bc9 TB 4/19

TOWN OF ANDOVER
LEGAL NOTICE

The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in town meetings in 
the Town of Andover are hereby notified that a Special Town 
Meeting with a Public Hearing for the Town of Andover will be 
held in the Town Office Building Community Room – 17 School 
Road – Andover, Connecticut on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 7:00 
p.m. for the following purposes:

1. To choose a Moderator for said meeting
2.To see if the Town will approve a Boundary Line Agreement 
between the King Family on Burnap Brook Road and the Town.
3. To see if the Town will approve a Boundary line agreement 
between the Hawes Family on School Road and the Town. 
4. To see if the Town will  approve a STEAP grant  for improve-
ments at Veterans Memorial Field.  This grant requires a 
minimum of a 20% Municipal Match.  The town will use existing 
funds in the Multiuse Building Fund as the town match.  The 
town match is $150,000.   This will be partly monetary and part 
labor in kind by Public Works.
5. To see if the Town will approve the purchase of a new John 
Deere 6119M Roadside Mower with a boom flail by Tiger Ben-
gal High Mid mounted boom with a 50” flail head.  Purchase 
cost for an in stock demo unit is $203,874.41.  If we order 
instead of purchasing the in stock unit, it will be $212,856.00 
with a minimum 300 day delivery.  Per the Board of Finance 
motion, we are only financing the mower not the equipment 
trailer which we purchased outright.
Hold a Public Hearing on the following proposed ordinances
6. To see if the Town will adopt any of the following ordinances;
a. An Ordinance authorizing the town to fine persons who vio-
late any town zoning regulation, with due process protections 
for any alleged violator.
b. An Ordinance authorizing the town to fine contractors and 
property owners who excavate in the town ROW without seek-
ing or obtaining a permit or posting the required bond, with due 
process protections for any alleged violator.
c. An Ordinance authorizing the creation and filling of alternate 
positions on the Commission on Aging.
Full copies of these proposed ordinances are available 
on the Town Website andoverct.org or in the Town Clerk’s 
Office
7. Adjournment

TB 4/19

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISION

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on April 16, 2024, the Duly Autho-
rized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission made 
the following decision:
W2024-3097 - Lake Hayward Rd; Richard Malchow - Applicant/
Owner; Assessor’s ID 02-12-01A-001; Proposed single-family 
home with excavation, filling, and erosion & sediment controls 
within 75’ Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH STAN-
DARD CONDITIONS.
Dated April 16, 2024
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair

TB 4/19

  TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, May 2, 2024 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, 
Portland, CT. 
PZC Application #23-15: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Change to section 9.17.1 to change to the 
maximum number of 2 bedrooms to 30% were 55% is currently al-
lowed. To add a maximum number of 16 residential units per historic 
building restored. To remove text from section 9.17.5.M.2 “For good 
cause shown, and following a public hearing, the developer may 
secure relief from this requirement as a modification to the approved 
plan provided that the Commission is satisfied that conditions 
beyond the control of the developer will prevent the execution of the 
schedule of development as approved.” Application of Ben Srb.
Dated at Portland, CT this 17th day of April 2024
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2 TB 4/19, 4/26

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten, Ba sic 
Man ners/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, Paws-N-Heel 
DTC, 860-267-6040. 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.

CONDO FOR SALE: 
Okemo Moun tain, Ver-
mont. 2BR, 1BA; fur-
nished; ski in /out; great 
views up moun tain; base 
loc a tion. 475K. More 
in form a tion & pic tures 
860-978-2534.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1000-
2400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

ART CLASSES: Land-
scape paint  ing and 
draw ing. All abili ties wel-
come. in di vidual at ten-
tion, small groups. Stu di-
otchet @g mail. com.

GENERAL

RENTALS

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY
Please be advised that the Town of Portland, Connecticut, 

shall conduct a sale of surplus property online.  The address 
of the auction site is govdeals.com.  The surplus property is 
being sold in an “as-is” condition without express or implied 
warranties.

The online auction will be held starting in late April 2024 until 
various end dates throughout August 2024, and the surplus 
property being sold is as follows: Public Works equipment, 
Public Works and other town vehicles, Town and BOE com-
puter equipment and cell phones, Town/BOE office supplies/
furniture/equipment, BOE exercise equipment, and BOE 
cafeteria equipment.  See the GovDeals link on Town’s website 
www.portlandct.org for additional information.

All bidders must pre-register with GovDeals at govdeals.com.  
The Town of Portland, Connecticut reserves the right to accept 
or reject any bids submitted.

Submitted by: Tom E. Robinson, Finance Director
Dated: April 19, 2024

TB 4/19

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG

Meet Diva! She is a whole lotta 
dog in a 9 lb package! Diva is the 
life of the party and is a 3-year-old 
Maltese/Shih Tzu mix who loves 
people. She is a smart, energetic 
little firecracker that needs daily 
exercise and mental  stimulation 
 – no full-time lap dog or couch 
potato slouch here! Diva is looking 
for a home that will continue her 
training and show her structure 
and routine. She is overweight and 
needs a home committed to helping 
her to lose weight. Diva wants to be 
the only dog in her home please.

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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Lester, 2 years old, is amazing. But 
that doesn’t mean that he’s the perfect 
cat for everyone. Lester, who lost a leg 
due to injury, hasn’t yet figured out 
how to climb easily. He is still sensitive 
and nervous about things like getting 
stepped on or knocked into. So, we 
are recommending that he not go to 
a house with small children or dogs 
or aggressive cats. Lester also needs 
somebody who will be patient with 
the fact that he is going to take a little 
more time to feel comfortable in new 
situations and with new people. 
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

C
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Freelance
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance 
writers to report on local government, 
meetings and community events in the 
towns we serve – Cromwell, Newington, 

Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.
Must be able to report news clearly and 

meet important weekly deadlines.
Please send cover letter, resume and 

any writing clips or samples to:
greg@rarereminder.com

R
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

R
E4
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Production Worker: 2nd Shift (Portland)
— Compensation: Minimum Wage & Up —

Full time production worker to work 2nd shift in a clean 
modern plastics mfg. facility supporting production by 
running machines, moving raw material and finished 

goods etc. Will train candidates eager to learn.
APPLY ONLINE

https://promoldplastics.com/general-application
or in person between 9 AM and 4 PM at

91 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21

Details at  
goodspeed.org

WE’RE HIRING!
USHERS
Part-Time, Seasonal (Apr-Dec) 
STUDENTS & SENIORS WELCOME! 
Join us at both The Good-
speed in East Haddam 
and The Terris Theatre in 
Chester and help set the 
stage for an unforgettable 
experience for our audi-
ences!

PROPS ASSISTANT
Full-Time, Seasonal 
Assists the Props Man-
ager with the realization 
and maintenance of all 
props.

PROPS OVERHIRE 
Full-Time, Seasonal 
Assists in the planning, 
execution, and acquisi-
tion of all prop elements.

RE3-15-24

Part Time Speech Pathologist 
   
Andover Elementary School currently has a part time 
Speech & Language Pathologist opening for the 2024-
2025 school year.
Qualifications:
Certification/License: Appropriate Connecticut State Certifi 
cation for subject/grade level.
Education: Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited college or 
university. Master’s Degree as per state requirements.
Experience: Student teaching, practicum, and/or state-ap-
proved preparation. Experience working with children is desired.
To Apply:
Applicants who wish to apply should go to the school website 
to locate a copy of the application and submit a copy of their 
Resume, Certification, Transcripts, and three (3) current 
letters of reference directly to the Principal: Taylor Parker, 35 
School Road, Andover, CT 06232, or via email to: parkert@
andoverelementaryct.org.

8TB 4/12, 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10, 5/17, 5/24, 5/31

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION DRIVER
ANDOVER IS SEEKING A SENIOR TRANSPORTATION 
DRIVER FOR THEIR VEHICLES. CANDIDATE MUST HAVE 
CDL CLASS A OR B WITH “P” ENDORSEMENT OR “F” AT-
TACHMENT LICENSE IN ORDER TO QUALIFY. CONTACT 
CATHY PALAZZI 860-916-6122.

2 TB 4/19, 4/26

EMPLOYMENT

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
We are looking for a motivated individual to work 

on campus with light cleaning, minor repairs, 
painting and occasional yard work. This position 
would be part-time, 20 hrs per week, starting at 

$18.00 per hour. Must have clean criminal record, 
we are a smoke free campus. Selected applicants 

will be invited to our campus for a job requirement 
question/ answer session and tour of the facility.

Please send a letter of interest to:
P.O. Box 307, Portland, CT 06480 

— EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER — R
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C O O K  A N D 
WAITRESS WANTED: 
Start ing pay for cook $19 
to $21 an hour to start. 
Please ap ply in per son 
look ing for someone to 
start im me di ately. Eggs 
Up Grill, Rt.66, Port land.

COUNTRY ROADS 
WINE AND SPIRITS: 
Marl bor ough, has a part-
time, em ploy ment op-
por tun ity. Ex cel lent pay, 
18 years and older. Stop 
in or call 860-295-9218.

D E P E N D A B L E 
PA R T-T I M E C A R E 
WORKER: with re li able 
trans port a tion and flex
ible avail ab il ity needed 
for af ter noon and even-
ing shifts for totally 
para lyzed young adult 
in Port land home. Full 
train ing provided. Some 
lift ing re quired. $18.25/
hour. TEXT hours/days 
you are avail able to 860-
558-9697.

FULL TIME OFFICE 
H E L P :  Smal l  loca l 
company offering a full 
time clerical position. 
Candidate must  be 
able to multi-task and 
be well organized. One 
of the primary duties 
includes assisting in the 
development of project 
sales quotations. Other 
dut ies may inc lude 
phone answering, filing, 
order entry & expediting. 
Training provided. $20-
$25 an hour DOE / Plus 
benefits! Apply in person 
at: Yost Associates 224 
Eastern Blvd, Gla ston-
bury. M-F 8:00-5:00. 
Posit ively no phone 
calls.

MECHANIC WANTED 
PART-TIME: for six ties 
car hob bi est. Call Rich 
860-881-4745.

P C A / D R I V E R 
NEEDED: Part-time to 
start with pos sib ility of 
be com ing fulltime, flex
ible/vari able hours. For 
ap point ments, shop-
ping, er rands, clean ing, 
cook ing and per sonal 
care.   Ex cel lent driv-
ing re cord. Time & half 
for hol i days. Bi-an nu al 
stipend for  on line health 
in sur ance, if full-time. 
Weekly pay through 
payroll com pany, union 
po s i  t ion. $18.25/hr. 
Back ground check and 
drug test re quired. 860-
949-7016.

S E E K I N G 
A U T O M O T I V E 
MECHANIC : for im-
me di ate hire at fast 
g r o w  i n g  s h o p  i n 
Middletown. Strong 
mech an ical aptitude 
and troubleshoot ing 
skills. Must be able to 
dia gnose and re pair 
mech an ical is sues and 
be dead line and de-
tail ori ented. Ab il ity to 
thrive in a fast-paced 
en vir on ment. 2-3 years 
auto mot ive ex per i ence 
pre ferred. Diesel ex-
per i ence is a plus! Must 
have your own tools. 
Call Ge orge 860-346-
5551.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
THOM’S

STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3

-2
0-

20

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

C
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Call Now for
Low Spring Rates!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

R
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Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

SPECIALIZING IN DRIVEWAY 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

Wayne’s
TREE SERVICE, LLC

ColchesterColchester, CT
FULLY 

INSURED
FREE

ESTIMATESESTIMATES

R
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Call Wayne at 860-883-3234 
or Ken at 860-996-2729

Fully Equipped Tree Removal Experts
Hazardous Tree Removal • 75 ft. Bucket Truck Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR SALE

R
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Big enough to be 
professional – Small 
enough to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

Spring Cleanups 
Lawn Mowing

Landscape Installs
Mulch & Topsoil Deliveries

860.531.2820
greenvalleyland.com

— SERVING COLCHESTER & SURROUNDING TOWNS — 

R
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LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
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860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR

R
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MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

Weekly Lawn Mowing • Mulching
Seeding • Dethatching/Lawn Repair

Brush/Hedge Trimming • Brush Clearing

SPRING CLEANUPS!

Free Estimates
& Insured860-294-2864

R
E4

-1
9-

24

...AND 
MUCH 
MORE!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Serving East Hampton, Marlborough & Glastonbury

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fes sion al, com pet it ive 
rates. Call Tho mas 860-
267-7515.

T R E E  C A R E 
B Y  L I C E N S E D 
A R B O R I S T:  Prun-
ing, dis ease treat ment, 
con sult ing, plant ing 
and re movals. Pro fes-
sional qual ity ser vice 
and ex pert ise. LaPila 
Ar bor ists, LLC at lapi l-
aar bor ist s. com or 860-
965-5546.

PANTONE 357C
C=88
M=45
Y=98
K=16

FOUNDED 1920

NA
TIO

NA
L A

SS
OCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E3
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Commercial & Residential – Kyle C. Salamone, Owner
Portland, CT

860-342-0352
www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now 
Scheduling 

Spring
Clean-Ups R

E3
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24

Accepting 
New Weekly 

Mowing 
Customers

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL and 
all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Brush Removal
and much more!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL R
E3
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L&L Landscaping

Spring Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush Clearing

30 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

Mulch • Stones
Paver Walkways
Sidewalk Edging

Patios • Retaining Walls

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

RE3-29-24

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs
Scheduled Mowings

Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services

Water Features
Spring / Fall Cleanups

Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Now 
Scheduling:

Spring Cleanups
Scheduled Mowings   

Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203
R

E2
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

CT License:  HIC.0645188Licensed and Insured

R
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611lawncare@gmail.com
(860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & 
Surrounding Towns

Weekly & Biweekly 

MOWING and more!

R
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Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

R
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing
 & Clean Ups
• Boulder Walls
• Lawn Installation
 & Expansion
• Planting & Mulching

• Drainage
 & Excavation
• Tree Removal
 & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs
 & Debris Removal

• Weekly Mowing
• Clean-ups
• Aerating &
 Dethatching
• Overseeding
• Hydroseeding
• Bobcat Work
• Excavating Work
• Mulching
• Demo Work
• Bark Blowing

806 Hillstown Road
Manchester, CT 06040

Serving all of 
Connecticut since 1981

www.PeterMarraLandscape.com

Peter’s Landscaping, llc
Landscaping Maintenance, Design & Installation

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

860-646-1169 • cell 860-209-5510

CT Licensed Contractor • Fully Insured
Workers’ Compensation

Demo License

• Walls/Walks
• Sod Work
• Trees Installed

• Pruning
• Lighting/Sprinklers
• Pond Installation

— Delivered Materials Available —
Mulch, Compost, Topsoil, Woodchips, 

Stone, Firewood, Boulders

FREE 
Estimates

R
E3

-8
-2

4

SPRING CLEANUP

10% OFF
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

peterslandscape@sbcglobal.net
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
IT

3-
5-

20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

C
IT
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23

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com

R
E3

-1
3-

20

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Power Washing
Deck & Porch

Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License# 0667603

C
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MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs – Insurance Claims
Drywall New & Repairs • Wood Framing

Metal Stud Framing Remodels • Additions

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc
959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

R
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

C
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
IT

4-
18

-2
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CLEANING
CALL FOR

SPRING SPECIALS!
We use “green” 

friendly solutions 
for best results!

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

HOME IMPROVEMENT
S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

A D V A N C E D 
P R O  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T : 
“One call does it all! 
Beat the Spring rush.  
Additions, sunrooms. 
Kitchens, bathrooms. 
Windows, roofing. Vinyl 
siding trim. Garages, 
decks.  Basements , 
f looring. Dry wall & 
taping. Interior painting, 
popcorn ceilings. Clean 
up daily. Quality work. 
Lic.  #578351. Ful ly 
insured. Free estimates. 
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

CABINET REFACING: 
Not an overpriced box 
s tore  or  f ranch ise. 
L o c a l  c o m p a n y , 
c a b i n e t m a k e r s 
specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work 
and  co un te r  t ops . 
Deal with the owner. 
Wood’n Excel lence. 
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to fin ished 
base ments, sid ing, & 
floors. Li censed/in sured. 
Give us a call for free 
es tim ate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on 
Face book. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
painting, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris removal, 
es cav ator, dump truck, 
septic. Screened top  soil 
avail able. Fully licensed 
and insured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

H A N D Y M A N 
S E R V I C E S :  H a v e 
home main ten ance or 
gen eral home re pairs? 
Don’t stress! We can 
help. Let us take care 
of them. Free quotes. 
Li censed and in sured. 
Call Dan to book a free 
ap point ment today. 860-
917-3154.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chim ney re pair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
re tain ing walls, steps. 
Roofs done, ven eers 
done, walk ways. Ce-
ment, tiles, pav ing and 
build ing main ten ance. 
All kinds of ma sonry and 
home re pairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

O U R  H O U S E 
P A I N T I N G  A N D 
R E N O VAT I O N:  In -
teri or/ex ter ior paint ing, 
stain ing, re pairs, decks, 
sheet rock, trim, doors, 
power wash ing. 30 years 
plus. Lic.HIC.0552558.  
Call Todd 860-305-9895.
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
3-
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20
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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SERVICES

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 

R
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21860-228-0556
860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119

& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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EXCAVATION SERVICES 
WATER & SEWER MAINS

Topsoil, Mulch, and Gravel Deliveries 
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 531-8620 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

All Types of Fence
(vinyl, ornamental, wood, chainlink)

Installation & Repairs

Experience — Professionalism — Integrity

C
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LICENSED & 
INSURED

CT HIC 0671859

Serving CT and Western MA

860-629-0335
www.fortressfenceCT.comC
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FRESHEN UP FOR SPRING!

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
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860-228-3912

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n  i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flash ing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No non sense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual ex per i ence as the 
owner of Gla ston bury’s 
local chim ney ser vice. 
Wil liam Al len 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in 
the back yard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Cus tom stain ing and 
fin ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

HANDYLADY: Need 
he lp ,  fee l  ing  over -
whelmed?? Or gan ize 
your home, spring/sum-
mer clut ter clean ing, 
prep aring for home sale, 
mov ing/pack ing/ set ting 
up a new home, selling 
fur niture, ...the list goes 
on. Let me sim plify your 
life! Call Patti 860657
5745.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In teri-
or/ex ter ior paint ing, win-
dow/ door in stall a tion, 
vinyl sid ing in st all at ion 
and roof in stall a tion. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stuc co, fin ish base ment, 
ceramic tiles, bath room, 
re mod el ing. Build ing 
main ten ance, fence in-
stall a tion. House and of-
fice clean ing. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

L & R  G E N  E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe-
cial ize in per fec tion. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
out door kit chens, chim-
ney re pairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
in sured & li censed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
E2
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
SPRING SPECIALS!
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”
By Owner/Operator, Tony Lee “2nd Generation Paving”

ALL 
PURPOSE 
PAVING

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

R
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R

E4
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

CLEANING SERVICES

C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

SERVICES

SEALCOATING
Asphalt Repair • Line Striping 

Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820

PAVING
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

Gutter Cleaning
& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us
HIC. 0654618 

Insured

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Re spons ible, Brazilian 
wo man seek ing house 
clean ing cli ents. Very 
pro fes sional and punc-
tu al. Also good with pets. 
Call Ana Paula 860-212-
4586.

DO YOU NEED YOUR 
HOUSE CLEANED? 
I have good prices and 
ref er ences. Free es tim-
ates. Please call Priscila 
at 860-680-0777.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Polish/English speaking 
woman can clean your 
house with care. 3rd 
c l e a n i n g  3 0 %  o f f . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Insured and bonded. 
Call 860-268-2301.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Ques tions whether your 
wood floors really need 
sand ing? Have ex is ti-
ng sur face fin ish deep 
cleaned, re vital ized, with 
a dur able ac rylic/ureth-
ane floor fin ish. The 
best al tern at ive to the 
mess, ex pense of sand-
ing. Car pets safely dry 
cleaned.  Ex per i enced, 
ref er ences, in sured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only
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FOR SALE

HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

Up To $5000 Off And 0% Financing* When You  
Purchase And Install A Mitsubishi Electric 

Ductless Comfort System In April.  
Cool 3 Rooms Or The Whole House.

Call now to schedule a Free-In Home Consultation or  
Visit our Showroom in Portland for more information.

*This offer includes Absolute Air Exclusive Gift Card Courtesy of our Supplier The Granite Group

Call Now! 860-613-5230
Sales, Installation, Service, Maintenance & Repairs of:

Spring Cleaning & April Showers of Savings

Furnaces 
Heat pumps

Ductless Mini-Splits
Indoor Air Quality

Boilers 
Air Conditioners
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

R
E3

-1
5-

24

RE4-19-24
www.llinasdefense.com

860-530-1781
CALL CHRIS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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ALUMACRAFT BOAT 
& TRAILER: 12 foot, 
6hp mo tor, trolling mo-
tor. Many ex tras. Used 
2-3 hours year. $4,800. 
860-305-1475. Leave 
mes sage.

A R T  F O R  S A L E : 
Unique cre at ive oil & 
ac rylic paint ings. Are 
you search ing for the 
per fect paint ing to grace 
your wall? I would love to 
let you browse through 
my art stu dio. I’ve been 
an es tab lished artist for 
20 years. Buy loc al, Eat 
loc al, Sup port Local and 
En joy Local! Call Maria 
203-260-4763.

FOR SALE: Drive Rol-
lator $40; Bed Rail ing 
$30; Shower Trans fer 
Bench $40; Shower  
Chair $18. All ex cel-
lent con di tion. 860-305-
7641.

H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Al falfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $290/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Dis coun ted 
out door firepit wood 
avail able. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

Email your 
Classified Line 
Ad to admin@
glcitizen.com 
and call with 
your credit 

card number.

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
Like us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin


