
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PRESORTED STANDARD

$$$$$

US. POSTAGE
PAID

GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

Volume 48, Number 19                                                         Published by The Glastonbury Citizen                                            June 7, 2024

RIVEREAST
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

Inside...
 Marlborough
Third Time a Charm?...........................pg 8

 Hebron
Country Store Closing ........................pg 13

 Regional
Standout Athletes ................................pg 15

East Hampton
Musical Tradition ................................pg 17

Colchester
Bacon’s Finest .....................................pg 26

Regional
Obituaries ...................................pgs 30-31

See Top RHAM Students, page 15

See Belltown Budget, page 26

Brilliant Bellringers…. Delaney Russell and Matthew Dickinson were selected as 
East Hampton High School’s 2023-2024 Scholar-Athletes. The Connecticut Asso-
ciation of Schools (CAS) and the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference 
(CIAC) honored and celebrated 346 statewide scholar-athletes at the 41st annual 
CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete Awards Banquet in May. The Scholar-Athlete program 
annually recognizes two high school seniors from each member high school whose 
academic and athletic careers have been exemplary, whose personal standards and 
achievements are a model to others, and who possess high levels of integrity, self-
discipline and courage. The event is the largest of the many honors programs that 
CAS-CIAC hosts each year.

Top RHAM Students
Reflect on Journey

By Michael Sinkewicz
It’s only fitting that Taryn Brysgel and Marina 

McLaughlin — the valedictorian and salutatori-
an respectively of the RHAM High School class 
of 2024 — will share the stage next week when 
they officially receive their diplomas.

They both grew up in Marlborough, or as 
they phrased it, “MES raised,” referencing the 
elementary school they shared at the beginning 
of their academic journey. Their friendship 
blossomed as they played on the same sports 
teams, and their families spent summers to-
gether at Black Point Beach in Niantic.

“We’ve pretty much been together from pre-
school to now,” conveyed Brysgel.

McLaughlin agreed: “We have all these weird 
similarities and it all just came together.”

She fittingly cited Taylor Swift’s song, “invis-
ible string,” which features the lyric, “all along 
there was some invisible string tying you to me.”

Whether or not destiny had a role in their suc-
cess, it’s evident that both Brysgel and McLaugh-
lin established a strong work ethic that allowed 
them to navigate crowded school schedules and 
equipped them for the exciting next chapter of 
their lives.

Last week, the top two students of the gradu-
ating class sat down with the Rivereast to discuss 
the memories they collected at 85 Wall Street 
and look ahead at promising collegiate adven-
tures.

The Valedictorian
Brysgel’s mindset was to simply always do 

her best, and the results would then take care 
of themselves. 

Earlier this year, her guidance counselor re-
vealed that Brysgel was currently leading the 
race for valedictorian. One of her older broth-
ers had previously earned the same recognition 

at RHAM, but she wasn’t necessarily fixated on 
following in his footsteps.

“I didn’t want to stress about it and just con-
tinued what I’ve been doing,” she recalled.

Now that she’s summited RHAM’s academic 
peak, Brysgel is tasked with the equally daunt-
ing responsibility of delivering remarks during 
commencement, which will take place next Fri-
day, June 14.

“There’s so much I want to say, but how do 
I put that into one speech?” Brysgel wondered. 
But now, after penning most of her address, the 
excitement surrounding the spectacle is begin-
ning to grow.

Her tenure at RHAM High School was un-
doubtedly impressive: four years of volley-
ball (the program won three consecutive state 
championships), four years of basketball and 
three years of lacrosse. This spring, she switched 
her allegiance to ultimate frisbee, which offi-
cially became a part of RHAM athletics for the 
first time this year; of course, they won the state 
championship as well.

Both Brysgel and McLaughlin recalled how 
COVID-19 impacted their freshman year, when 
they would drive to school before sunrise and 
then ultimately head home to log on for virtual 
learning — a circuit emblematic of the abnor-
mal pandemic-era.

Additionally, Brysgel is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Leos, student council, 
peer helpers and tutoring program.

For any teenager, balancing school work with 
social activities can be challenging, and Brysgel 
recalled a few late evenings after games when 
she’d squeeze in some study time. Accordingly, 
she developed strong time management skills 

Belltown Budget Passes on First Try
By London Brazal

On Tuesday, the East Hampton budget refer-
endum passed on the first vote. 

With contentious discussions last year and 
fear of another disputed budget season, the 
Town Council, seated in November, the Board 
of Education (BOE) and the Board of Finance 
(BOF) set goals to maintain productive work-
shops and hearings.  

The 2024-2025 budget referendum asked 
the registered voters and property owners two 
questions. 

The first question to adopt the $18.94 mil-
lion town operating budget passed with 886 
yes votes to 482 no votes. This is an increase of 
about $950,000, or 5.26%, from fiscal year 2024.

The second question to adopt the $37.73 mil-
lion Board of Education budget also passed with 
779 yes votes to 587 no votes. This is an increase 

of about $1.87 million, or 5.21%, from the fiscal 
year 2024. 

Overall, the town’s budget was approved for 
$56.67 million, an increase of $2.81 million, or 
5.23%. The proposed mill rate, which has to be 
approved by the BOF, is 38.04, a 1.98 increase. 
Properties assessed at $200,000 will have an in-
crease of $396, equating to $7,608 in taxes while 
properties assessed at $500,000 will have an in-
crease of $990, equating to $19,020 in taxes.

As budgets are fluid, many last-minute 
changes helped reduce the increase. When the 
BOE first proposed their budget, it reflected a 
6.21% increase. However, post-deadline adjust-
ments were presented but did not impact teach-
ing positions, class sizes or existing programs. 

Superintendent Paul Smith, who is retir-
ing at the end of the month, was appreciative 

of the supportive turnout. “Costs continue to 
rise, but so do the needs of our children,” ex-
pressed Smith. “This year’s budget reflects rising 
costs and not an increase in programming. At 
a time when a good education is crucial to our 
students, I am grateful that the voters supported 
the budget for our next school year.” 

To keep a moderate increase, the goal was 
to have a “maintain but grow” philosophy. The 
annual education budget was developed to pro-
vide a return on investment to both the students 
and the community. 

A driving factor of the budget was to provide 
students with experiences that prepare them for 
post-secondary opportunities in college or ca-
reers that are based on future trends. The bud-
get requests are geared toward a notable shift in 
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Call us today to see what Marlborough 
Health & Rehabilitation Center

can do for you!

RE4-12-24

Short-Term Care • Post-Acute Rehabilitation • Respite Care

 “I did my research before picking a rehab 
facility for my Dad. Marlborough Rehab got 
a 5/5 rating, so I chose them. They are not 
disappointing. Every staff member is pleasant, 
hard working and kind. The facility is always 
being maintained and looks fabulous as well. 
We highly recommend Marlborough Health 
and Rehab!”

— Google Review

Protection for Your  
BUSINESS, HOME, AUTO & MORE!

www.GerhardtInsurance.com (860) 537-4661 
176 Norwich Avenue, Colchester

INSURANCE AGENCYINSURANCE AGENCY

•
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates
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Vote Yes in Marlborough
To the Editor:

Marlborough needs to stop shrinking ser-
vices by approving the town’s budgets vote next 
Thursday, June 13th. If only 50 of you who 
didn’t vote last time and who supported the last 
budget showed up and voted we would not be in 
this situation. It was a close vote.

There are people who may vote against this 
budget because they want zero tax increases. 
They also want the high level of services we get 
from the town and Marlborough Elementary 
School. They are living a fantasy. “There’s no free 
lunch” applies to “there’s no free government.” If 
you are one of these people please think before 
complaining about the cutbacks in services in 
this current reduced budget up for the vote. The 
worst case is the culvert cut from the last budget 
which was shot down could fail, costing twice as 
much to fix it.

This budget is only a tiny mil rate increase 
from the 2020-2021 budget of 36.27 to 36.29, 
two one-hundredths of a mil increase. There’s 
no federal COVID handout for our tax needs 
now, which is mainly how the 2020-2021 mil 
rate was cut. We are on our own. We have a 

Paddlers Needed
To the Editor:

Over the years, numerous invasive plants 
have populated the Connecticut River, mainly 
from boats that carry plant fragments from 
other water bodies, but also from the migra-
tion of waterfowl. One of those invasive plants 
– water chestnut (Trapa natans) – is being ad-
dressed by volunteer paddlers organized in the 
Middletown area by the Jonah Center and The 
Connecticut River Conservancy (CRC).

Water chestnut multiplies quickly to form 
large, thick mats that cut off sunlight and oxy-
gen needed by native plants and animals, in-
cluding fish and birds that feed on fish. The 
mats can also obstruct navigation by motor-
boats, canoes, and kayaks. In recent years, this 
problem is being taken more seriously by local 
governments and the business community who 
recognize how valuable the Connecticut River 
is to the economy and distinctive nature of our 
region. Left unchecked, this invasive plant will 
spread until its removal requires the deploy-
ment of expensive mechanical harvesters and 
the use of herbicides. And even that is not a per-
manent solution.

Fortunately, Trapa natans is an annual plant, 
so it can be controlled by hand-pulling if action 
is taken early enough in the season. Doing this 
work early, with large numbers of volunteers, is 
the key to success. This spring and early sum-
mer, the Jonah Center and CRC invite the public 
to join “Paddle With A Purpose” work parties 

Birthday Honors
To the Editor:

A friend of the Colchester Veterans Honor 
Guard recently celebrated his 80th Birthday. In 
lieu of personal gifts, the attendees of his cel-
ebration honored him by donating to the chari-
table organization.

Our friend was overwhelmed by and appre-
ciative of the donations received. In turn, the 
Honor Guard was greatly appreciative of the 
much needed donations to its cause.

As we all celebrate milestones, keep this idea 
in mind. Choose a local charity and do a good 
deed for the honoree and our town. It benefits 
everyone.

Thank you “F.Z.” for this great idea.
Alphonse Letendre,

Colchester Honor Guard

in the Mattabesset River (Middletown); Keeney 
Cove (Glastonbury); and Pecausett Pond (Port-
land). These “Paddle With A Purpose” events 
are scheduled on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m., 
and on some weekday evenings. See the entire 
schedule at https://thejonahcenter.org/ . A lim-
ited number of loaner kayaks are available for 
those who request one in advance during the 
registration process. 

Paddlers are urged to subscribe to the Jonah 
Center newsletter on their website at https://
thejonahcenter.org/get-involved/ or contact 
John Hall using the “Contact” tab on the Jonah  
Center website to register as a paddler. This will 
ensure that paddlers receive last-minute chang-
es of plans due to weather or other factors.

Paddle With A Purpose work parties are a 
great way to get out on the water, enjoy beauti-
ful scenery, see wildlife such as eagles, osprey, 
egrets, and turtles, and meet new people – all 
while helping to repair some of the damage to 
wildlife habitat caused by human activity and 
global travel. 

John C. Hall – Portland
The Jonah Center for Earth and Art

Bulletin Board
I have to admit: I don’t understand the appeal of the long-running “Survivor” TV show, now 

coming up on its 24th year. As you probably know, that’s the show where they dump a bunch 
of people on some forsaken island, give them various tasks to accomplish and make them eat 
rats and snails while the audience watches their civilized veneer gradually deteriorate into a 
stew of petty bickering and mutual dislike. They then inevitably gang up on each other to vote 
members of the “community” off the island. The final ‘survivor’ of the season gets a million 
dollars.

Obviously, the show is incredibly popular, which doesn’t mean you’re not wasting your time 
watching it. Actually, it seems to me that just about everything on TV these days is pretty 
much a waste of time, but I also feel the same way about the ballet and the opera (lest you 
think I’m putting on airs) and any so-called music more recent than about 1974. I did used to 
enjoy the newspaper cartoon Dilbert, until poor Dilbert fell victim to some political correct-
ness misstep I no longer recall and got cancelled. I continue to suspect that this was done to 
annoy me personally.

Anyway, millions of people tune into “Survivor” each week to see who’s going to get tossed 
off the island, and to follow the squabbles over who’s entitled to the tastiest part of some poor 
rat’s barbecued hindquarters. Honestly, I don’t see what the fuss is all about, but perhaps this is 
because I myself am a survivor. Yes, friends, I survived multiple summer vacations in the same 
house with two young sons—which can make a diet of barbecued rat seem like high cuisine 
on a dream vacation. My trials finally ended when the pair eventually set off on their own, 
leaving me to cut my own grass and shovel my own driveway. It’s no million-dollar prize, but 
at least I’m no longer spending seemingly endless hours in hospital emergency rooms.

For those of you parents presently looking forward to the upcoming school summer vaca-
tion, here are a few memorable highlights from my own experience that you may encounter—
with the caveat that, no, you do not get to voluntarily remove yourself from the “island:”

–“Dad! Where’s the fire extinguisher?!”
–“Has anybody seen the snake I caught on the patio? I left him on the couch while I used 

the bathroom (with the toilet seat still down) and now I can’t find him.” [“Holy, s#*%!”] “Is 
that you, Dad?”

–“C’mon, Dad. It’s only glass.”
–“Dad, your laptop computer is waterproof right?”
–“No, no! Direct pressure stops arterial bleeding!” [Overheard shout from the vicinity of the 

garage.]
–“We couldn’t find a baseball, so we borrowed the one you had all wrapped up in your 

dresser drawer, Dad. We tried not to hit it on the Ted Williams autograph.”
–“Read a book? But television is so much less labor intensive.”
–“No, Dad, I don’t consider sitting here staring slack-jawed into space a waste of my sum-

mer. I’m just thinking. What am I thinking about? Nothing.”
–“I was going to mow the lawn for you, Dad, but I couldn’t find the garage.”
–“But it’s only $50!”
–“I was thinking of getting a tattoo of a spider on my forehead.”
–“No, Dad, I have no idea who might have called 1-900-Big-Gals. Really? Seventeen times? 

In one day?”
–“I know the chair was an antique passed down through the generations, but I needed 

something to stand on to reach that bee on the ceiling. I’m pretty sure it was one of those killer 
bees. Honestly, Dad, you should be thanking me for possibly saving our entire family. What’s a 
little glue?”

–“Johnny’s father works out.”
–“No, Dad, I haven’t seen the matches. Would you like to borrow my cigarette lighter?”
–“Joey said it was the capital of the Virgin Islands! No wonder Mrs. Brown called you.”
–“Broccoli is too poison. I don’t care what you say.”
–“Dad, I was doing a wheelie on my bike and…”
–“It’s okay, it didn’t get him directly in the eye.”
–“Say, Dad, where’s the paint remover?”
–“Dad, you remember that expensive hammer you used to have?”
–“Hey, Dad, I told Sister Rosalie your joke about nuns. What does ‘purgatory’ mean?”
So good luck this summer, fellow parents. And remember, not only can’t you leave the “is-

land,” it’s also against the law to throw them off, until they’re 18 years old. At least that’s what I 
was told by the Marine Corps recruiter.

Jim Hallas

We are the champions…Amidst fierce competition, the Bacon Academy High 
School Robotics Team emerged victorious at the CIAC State Championship of the 
FIRST Robotics Competition on May 19th. The event saw the best 24 teams from 
across the state vying for top honors in a test of engineering prowess and strategic 
thinking. Finishing the qualification matches as 1st Alliance captain, the Robo-
cats invited Team 195 and Team 1991 to join together in their battle for the title. 
Together the teams won match after match in the upper bracket and defeated the 
remaining lower bracket alliance in three heart-stopping Finals matches. The Ro-
bocats previously described as “criminally underrated” also won the Autonomous 
Award as well as the Excellence in Engineering award at earlier District events. The 
Robocats thank Dominion, Pratt and Whitney, ABB, the Gene Haas Foundation, 
LMC, Tsunami Tsolutions, Ron Goldstein, InCord, Rand Whitney, insync train-
ing, Logan Steel, the Colchester Lions and Leos, Mel’s Downtown Creamery, the 
Plum Tomato, Oz N Bones, and Constellation Community Champions for their 
support this season. Pictured are: (front) Captain Kevin Reas, Taylor Gerst, Alex 
Mauldin, Sophie Melmed; (Second Row) Evan Lovegrove, Callum Cuadro, Charlie 
Rose, Julia Cavaliere, Captain Abby Belding, Ben King, TJ Crowell, and Jason Beld-
ing; (Third Row) Dustin Paquette, Evan Paquette, Landon Vigil, Miles Viggiani, 
Eli Banks, John Dalton, Sam Ringuette, Logan Lammey, Chase Vendrillo; (Back) 
Lenny Vigianni, Cindy Praisner, Brian Reas, Tom Praisner, and Mark Noniewicz; 
(Missing) Ian Sanders, John Marks, Nate Schulze, Patrick McGregor, Seth Cramp-
ton, Brad Graham, John Spaulding
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Animosity
To the Editor:

Marlborough saw an escalation of animosity 
towards the Board of Education during the Amy 
Traversa years, while she served as First Select-
man, and later as Board of Selectman Chairman 
and Acting Town Manager. During those years 
she fought the implementation of a School Re-
source Officer and failed to cooperate in regards 
to school building maintenance.

That environment of confrontation has con-
tinued with our current Board of Selectmen 
with attacks on the BOE by Selectmen Deb 
Bourbeau and Betty O’Brien. It’s a shame that 
we have to deal with a Board of Selectmen that 
deems it necessary to perpetuate a combative 
relationship against the Board of Education.

Now, the Board of Selectmen and Board of 
Finance, without formal input from the Board 
of Education, has decided to consolidate reserve 
funds, which were built up over the last several 
years for future school roof and boiler repairs, 
into a single Facility Reserves account. Fur-
thermore, the BOS and BOF plan to withdraw 
$100,000 from those reserves for use towards 
the third budget referendum. At the same time, 
Town Hall has been tasked by the Board of Fi-
nance to take a smaller $75,000 reduction.

The Board of Education has not formally 
spoken about the raiding of the school reserves, 
and would likely favor it in lieu of a reduction to 
the school’s operating budget, but regardless, it 
would have been appropriate to more fully in-
volve the BOE in this decision.

On June 13th, Marlborough will hold its third 
referendum. I am not advising you to vote yes or 
no, but I do wish that Town Hall would imple-
ment a more cooperative relationship with the 
Board of Education. Doing so is way overdue.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

Approve Colchester Budgets
To the Editor:

Please vote Yes to Colchester’s Town and 
Board of Education budgets – Tuesday, June 
11th.

To those Colchester residents who followed 
last year’s budget presentations, you now know 
that that the budget as presented by the previous 
Bisbikos administration was, in simple terms, a 
“fake” budget. It was created to present a budget 
at a “zero” percent increase. This forced the new 
Dennler administration to enact a budget freeze 
earlier this year. The budget adopted by the pre-
vious Bisbikos administration failed to budget 
correctly for:

Police benefits (over $100,000) 
Numerous Town contracts with fixed prices 

across almost every department
Town Insurance and Worker’s Compensation 

(almost $100,000)
Massive legal bills due to lawsuits initiated 

under Bisbikos administration 
Annual maintenance budgets for Public 

Works, Facilities, Grounds, Fire/Police, Youth 
Services and the Library

Last summer, under the Bisbikos admin-
istration, I think you saw the three feet high 
lawns that could not be maintained due to a 
lack of personnel in the Public Works Depart-
ment. Some of the letters to the editor I have 
read in the past two weeks have had me shak-
ing my head with misrepresentation of this 

Great Minds
To the Editor:

For years we’ve been discussing 17 Kinney 
Road, a complex property in Hebron. To live 
right here and understand its natural and his-
toric complexities is one thing, but how can we 
convince others the land’s worth preserving, es-
pecially in the face of such political odds?

In 1951, John and Robert Horton, cared 
enough about their Hebron land to have a State 
of Connecticut Land Conservation Operations 
Agreement drawn up for 137 acres, including 17 
Kinney Road. 

 Rivereast, 10/9/09, “the plans ( for 17 Kinney) 
call for maintaining the stonewalls and walking 
paths as much as possible on the land. ‘It really 
is for the enjoyment of all.’” – Greg Horton

Local historian, Mary Ann Foote stated, 
“Stonewalls should remain; they’re markers…. 
Some people care about history and some peo-
ple say put asphalt or concrete over it.” Rivereast 
July 30, 2021

2022, The Connecticut Historical Society, 
purchased 19th century documents connected 
to Kinney Rd. 

2023, professors John Demos and Dr. Rob-
ert Thorson both supported preserving Kin-
ney Road’s land and laneways. Residents, New 
England historic and stonewall organizations, a 
hydrogeologist and others also support preserva-
tion. Everyone’s excited this property’s still intact. 

On April 22, 2024, Hebron Town Planner, 
Mathew Bordeaux, stated he’d been “day dream-
ing” about these laneways….clearly Bordeaux’s 
been captivated. 

Now, after much work, we’re happy to an-
nounce Kinney Road’s laneways have been 
rightfully included in Hebron’s 2024 POCD. 

#Save17’s primary cause is still centered 
around spreading awareness concerning drink-
ing water in our neighborhoods. The laneways 
are treasures that excite the imagination and 
spark an interest in Hebron’s rich past. From 
acorns to hay, wildlife to water, this landscape 
is our responsibility. We’re cautiously optimistic 
that Hebron’s begun to recognize the cultural 
and environmental significance of this unique 
and heavily documented slice of US history. 
#save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Vote Yes
To the Editor:

I’m voting “yes” for Colchester’s budget be-
cause it’s balanced and reflects our spending. 
The last few years’ budgets left Colchester’s 
finances in bad shape because they never re-
flected what the town spent. For example, if the 
town spent $100 on something, the last budget 
had it budgeted as $80! That’s no way to run a 
town.

This budget gets us back on track and reflects 
our spending.

Vote Yes!
John Farrell – Colchester

one-time perfect storm of revenue shortfalls. 
We have urgent and long-term infrastructure 
needs, the culverts and roads, at least.

For those who want to have our town move 
ahead instead of backward, I ask you to vote 
for this new budget. And ask your friends and 
family who support this budget to show up and 
vote.

Please vote “yes” on Marlborough’s budget 
next Thursday, June 13th.

Dave Porteous – Marlborough

Thank You
To the Editor:

The East Hampton Public Schools school 
nurses would like to thank the East Hampton 
Food Bank and the East Hampton and Marl-
borough Lions Club for their support of our of-
fices and our students. Both organizations have 
stepped in to help us take care of our kids. They 
have willingly provided snacks and feminine 
hygiene products to our schools, so we have 
supplies to support our students. Your support 
is greatly appreciated, thank you!

Have a wonderful summer and we will see 
you all in the fall.

Beth Kelpen, RN
Melanie King, RN

Jordan Morehouse, RN
Katie Williams, RN

Michelle Lemire, Health Aid

Take a Veteran Fishing
To the Editor:

Colchester Fish & Game Club hosted a “Take 
a Veteran Fishing” outing on

June 1st. The Club hosted 107 Veterans.  
A special thank you to all that helped make 

the day a great success: Members of the Col-
chester Fish & Game,  to Jackie and her band 
of bakers at “Red Rose Cafe” in Colchester for 
all the wonderful deserts she donated, to Kelcie 
and crew from the Andover Dunkin Donuts for 
donating coffee, donuts, and all the fixings for 
coffee.  

Rusty Billings – Andover

Time for Turf
To the Editor:

Every single School in the Eastern Con-
necticut Conference has a turf field, besides two 
schools, Saint Bernards and Bacon Academy. As 
a student athlete at Bacon Academy I have seen 
firsthand how turf fields are beneficial, but more 
importantly I have been negatively impacted 
by how a poor grass field can decrease school 
morale and school health yet increase costs and 
spending.

Throughout my tenure as a high school stu-
dent, I can count numerous times where either 
me or one of my teammates suffered an injury 
due to the poor field conditions. Not only has 
this decreased our team’s condition but it’s also 
decreased school morale. Nobody at Bacon 
Academy is proud of the severely underdevel-
oped sports facilities and everyone is aware of 
what our competitors have. 

With the addition of a turf field these prob-
lems can be solved. There would be no fluke 
injuries, our school would be proud of our fa-
cilities and even the labor cost of maintaining 
a grass field would be eliminated. All of these 
solutions can be possible by fundraising, selling 
the naming rights of the field and also seeking 
donations from alumni. As I graduate this June 
I want nothing more than to be able to leave 
the gift of high school sports behind for future 
generations, so by attending town hall meetings 
and by displaying your voice, you too can be the 
reason that the next generation has a suitable 
field for their high school career

Thank you,
 Drew Ferrigno – Colchester 
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Lunch – happy hour
Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS

DownStairS Lounge

112 Halls Hill Road
Colchester

860-531-9160
www.fornarellis.com

— Gift Cards Available —

On the Patio at 5:30pm
In the Lounge at 9:00pm

with DJ Marx in the downstairs 
lounge

LIVE MUSIC
Friday, 6/7

Check Out Our New Lounge Menu 
Downstairs!

Outdoor Patio 
Now Open!
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Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It’s From Gotta’s — It’s Gotta Be Good!

Located at 510 Main St., Portland
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM

(WEATHER PERMITTING)

STRAWBERRIES
PICK YOUR OWN

Gotta’s Farm
Rt. 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

CIT9-14-23

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

06
06

24

Month of June* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/24. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza

Kudos to Paper
To the Editor:

I applaud the Rivereast News Bulletin’s policy 
for letters to the editor: “Letters must pertain to 
local issues, news, or events. Letters regarding 
national issues or national public figures will 
not be published.”

A local paper should concern itself with lo-
cal matters and provide a forum for citizens to 
exchange views on those matters. It need not 
provide a platform for cranky old people (such 
as myself) to bloviate on national figures and 
issues. Although it amuses me to prattle on 
about the larger issues of the world and see my 
name in print, being another crank writer ad-
monishing and castigating the citizenry with 
my inflated opinions serves no good purpose, 
except perhaps as a foil to the other cranks out 
there. So, thank you Rivereast editors for rein-
ing in we oddball zealots! I think that I can 
find informative and constructive things to say 
about Colchester... and keep my silly name in 
the public space. For instance: vote “yes” to pass 
Colchester’s budget Sure, it raises taxes, but it 
is necessary after the errant budgets of the past 
two years.

John Barnowski – Colchester

Fiscal Stability and Pride
To the Editor:

This year’s  budget process hasn’t been easy. 
Significant needs in many town-side areas- 
fields, roads, public safety, grounds, youth ser-
vices,  library books, buildings, to name just a 
few, have been put aside for many years, leaving 
things that should have been priorities neglect-
ed. The previous administration’s errors in the 
police benefits, worker’s compensation, insur-
ance, and contracts needed correcting. Under-
budgeting and miscalculations were systemic in 
the last administration, resulting in overspend-
ing, budget freezes, and cuts to services meant 
to keep us safe. Legal fees brought on by legacy 
lawsuits haven’t helped.

 It’s time to bring back the fiscal stability and 
pride in our town that residents deserve. It’s 
time to finally take care of what is important to 
our community through responsible budgeting 
that  is truly transparent, caring for our invest-
ments, and keeping taxes affordable. We can 
do this and still have a lower mill rate than our 
neighbors in commercial towns.

 The town budget, if passed, will allow us to 
fix town fields, properly maintain roads year-
round, ensure public safety, maintain grounds, 
and restore previously cut funding to Cragin 
and Youth Services. The BOE budget contains 
no new initiatives and does not cut existing pro-

year’s projected budget numbers and the impact 
of the mill rate. This year’s proposed mill rate 
is competitive with other Towns. Colchester 
would have the lowest mill rate as compared to 
neighboring towns – East Hampton, Hebron 
and Marlborough. It plays catch up by fixing 
the six figure errors in last year’s Town bud-
get. It restores funding to Public Works, Youth 
Services, Library and funds investments in ad-
equate maintenance of our Town’s fields. It is a 
fiscally responsible budget. Please vote “yes” for 
both the Town and Board of Education budgets. 
Thank you!

Joanne Rose – Colchester

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE6-7-2447 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, 6/7 Karaoke
Friday, 6/14 “Cliff & Jenn w/ Casey”

Friday, 6/21 “Syndicate”

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT
Our authentic & 
artisan original 

barbeque recipes,
are made fresh
from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Patio Seating Is Now Open!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Summer BBQ 
Brunch Dates

Saturdays 11am - 2pm

6/22, 7/13 & 8/10

THE HEALING POWER OF 
MEDITATION , 6/22/24, at Odiyana Center, 
Glastonbury. Special Guest Teacher, Kadam 
Morten, will guide meditations through which 
we will discover a source of peace and healing. 
meditationinconnecticut.org
HOPE AFTER LOSS GROUP  TriCircle 
support groups provide a safe, confidential, and 
supportive environment after having a loved 
one(s) die from a drug/alcohol related passing. 
Every three weeks 6-7:30pm. Every Monday 
rotating in 3 locations. Virtual option available. 
www.tricircle.org 860-349-7074 ana@tricircle.org

HOPE & SUPPORT GROUP TriCircle 
Hope Support Groups provide a confidential, 
and supportive environment for parents, 
guardians, and loved one(s) who have someone 
affected by the disease of addiction. Every 
Thursday 6-7:30pm rotating in 3 locations. For 
a virtual option email ana@tricircle.org www.
tricircle.org 860-349-7074

For more information on advertising your 
“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9am-3pm

Opening
5 Days a week

starting July 15th

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE
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Radon Mitigation & Testing
Specializing in Air & Water Systems

FREE
QUOTESwww.arenvironmental.com

Serving CT & MA 860-742-6767

Licensed, Certified & Insured

NOW HIRING A Service Technician  – CALL TO INQUIRE!

C
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6-
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WANTED
Buying Antiques & Old Stuff
Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks, 

Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Silver 
Plated Items, Signs, Typewriters, Sewing 

Machines, Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, 
Watches, Coins, Kitchenware, Cookware, 

Automotive, Books, Radios, Clocks, 
Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting, Fishing, 

Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Support Colchester’s Budgets
To the Editor:

Colchester’s budgets that are being put forth 
by the Town and the Board of Education (BOE) 
are stabilizing budgets. Both budgets were de-
signed to stabilize the funding and create a solid 
baseline to work from for the citizens of our 
Town. 

The BOE focused on maintaining program-
ming, class size, and staffing. As a former class-
room teacher and BOE member, those are the 
areas necessary to provide a quality public ed-
ucation for our students. The budget does not 
contain new initiatives. For the first time in 
years, it doesn’t eliminate programs. The bud-
get allocates resources to maintenance as well 
as planning for future projects that need to be 
addressed. The majority of the increases in the 
budget are due to insurance increases and con-
tractual obligations, all fixed costs. 

The 24-25 Town budget development began 
with great challenges – hundreds of thousands 
of dollars not included in the 23-24 budget 
that we are required to pay for – police benefits 
($100,000), Town Insurance and worker’s com-
pensation (almost $100,000), massive legal costs 
due to ongoing lawsuits, Town labor contracts 
negotiated but never funded, service contracts 
not funded at their actual cost in departments, 
maintenance budgets cut unrealistically and 
youth services and library costs cut drastically. 

In addition to better financial stability and 
a solid financial base, this budget addresses 
some important needs of the community. Pub-
lic Works will see funds to maintain our roads, 
improve facilities and ground maintenance, and 
will have a significant investment in our fields 
(over $150,000). Youth services’ budget was re-
stored along with the library’s book budget. 

Let’s move Colchester away from the financial 
chaos of the 23-24 budgets into a position of fi-
nancial stability so Colchester can progress for-
ward. Please support the budgets on June 11th, 
at Town Hall from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.  

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

Thank You All
To the Editor:

To all Hebron-area parade participants – a 
gracious military, honorable, “Thank You All.”

This Memorial parade culminated into just 
that! A Memorial to all of our deceased mili-
tary Veterans, let it be known that upon passing 
parade spectators, there was an air of under-
standing of the true/real reason for a Memo-
rial parade, this was conveyed, succinctly, at 
the memorial presentation. The attention, was 
admirable/commendable/meritorious; etc..   A 
culmination of proud American citizens, whom 
were displaying, “Proud to be an American”! 

In spite of a few “glitches,” and an ominous 
weather pattern, (the reason why the RHAM 
and Middle schools bands elected not to per-
form).  We recognize, Hebron Elementary 
school band, “carrying-out-the-mission,” with a 
degree of excellence worthy of a more “mature 
band,” the performance and positive attitude of 
the band performers, was exemplary.

In closing, the Hebron, American Legion, 
Post 95, Commander, Sr. Vice Commander, Ex-
ecutive committee, Hebron, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Post 8776, Commander, Sr, Vice Com-
mander, Quartermaster, Adjutant, the execu-
tive committee, the entire military contingent; 
American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of American 
Legion, and families, extend a heartfelt thank 
you, for the attention our Memorialized Veter-

Poppy Drive
To the Editor:

We would like to take this time to thank the 
following local businesses: Ted’s supermarket, 
Country Liquor and Hebron Liquor stores who 
allowed the American Legion Auxiliary to put 
poppy cans into their establishments so custom-
ers could donate to our poppy drive.

All monies received will go toward our Veter-
ans and now we will be able to donate to many 
Veterans organizations. The auxiliary would 
like to thank all the customers who generously 
gave a donation. Without your help our fund-
raiser would not have been so successful. Just 
a bit of history for those of you who received a 
poppy for your donation. What is the symbol-
ism of the poppy? The red petals stand for the 
vast outpouring of blood; the yellow and black 
center, the nude and desolation of all battle-
fields; the green of the stem is symbolic of the 
forests, meadows, and fields where generations 
of Americans have perished to make this land 
free. The stem represents the courage and deter-
mination of our fallen warriors. The assembled 
product, a flower, is a symbol of Resurrection, 
which is sure to follow. Wear a Red Poppy! Cel-
ebrate freedom! So, that being said wear your 
poppy with pride and think of those who sacri-
ficed their lives so that you may be free. 

Thanks again to Ted’s Supermarket, Country 
Liquor and Hebron Liquor and all the patrons 
who made our fundraiser such a success! 

Darlene Opocensky, President
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 95, Hebron

Portland Fair News
To the Editor:

As you may have heard – the Fair is Mov-
ing! It’s not that we are moving far, it’s just that 
moving an event like this is a huge undertak-
ing – and you can help, too. Within the past 
month, you received (via the Rivereast) a green 
flyer. This shows how to become a “Friend of the 
Portland Fair.” Join now to have your admission 
guaranteed. If you lost it or tossed it and need 
a new copy, go to PortlandFair.com and print 
a new form or contact me and I will email you 
one.   If you are a local business, there’s a way for 
you to help too. We are in the process of mail-
ing out our Fairbook advertising campaign (or-
ange flyer) to all the local businesses. You can 
advertise in the Fairbook, have a sign hung up 
in our entertainment tent throughout the event, 
sponsor a remote-control race car or any com-
bination of these options. Or, work volunteers 
are always needed right up to cleanup at the end 
of the fair! 

I realize it’s a lot to ask but we cannot survive 
another fair like last year and are trying every-
thing we can to make this year a success. If you 
want to speak with us face-to-face, we will have 
a booth at the Quarry Days on June 8.. Thanks 
for reading this – hope to hear from you soon.

Joyce Murphy
Secretary,

Portland Agricultural Fair

Re-Election Campaign
To the Editor:

I am pleased to announce that on May 16, the 
Republican Delegates of the 34th General As-
sembly District – encompassing East Hampton, 
East Haddam, and a portion of Salem – unani-
mously endorsed my re-election as state repre-
sentative.

I extend my deepest gratitude to Maureen 
Goff of East Haddam and Deb Cunningham of 
East Hampton for their nomination and unwav-
ering support, as well as to the delegates for their 
resolute endorsement. A special acknowledg-
ment is due to David Balthazar for orchestrat-
ing a highly efficient and effective convention.

Additionally, I am immensely grateful to the 
hundreds of constituents who have generously 
contributed to my re-election campaign. I am 
proud to report that we have far surpassed our 
qualifying goals, with 98% of donations origi-
nating from residents of East Haddam and East 
Hampton. This grassroots support stands in 
stark contrast to other campaigns reliant on ex-
ternal and out-of-state funding.

Serving in the legislature continues to be both 
an honor and a privilege, allowing me to advo-
cate for the fundamental principles of smaller 
government, reduced taxes, local governance, 
and minimized interference in the daily lives of 
law-abiding citizens. Currently, I hold positions 
on the Planning and Development Commit-
tee, the Education Committee, and serve as the 
House Ranking Member of the Higher Educa-
tion and Workforce Development Committee.

Throughout my tenure, I have steadfastly 
championed equal protection for all citizens, 
enhanced protections for our veterans and se-
nior citizens, reduction of mandates, and the 
empowerment of local officials in our small 

Support Kids and Teachers
Colchester Friends:

After parents and family, for most of us, the 
individuals who had the most effect on us grow-
ing up are our teachers. I was lucky to have 
many outstanding teachers growing up. My kids 
have come up through the Colchester school 
system and have had amazing teachers, coaches 
and staff. 

I try to thank them often. They are an im-
measurable part of making my kids who they 
are today and who they will grow up to be. I 
have coached and got to know many other kids 
in town and I think that these kids are amazing. 
I hope they and their parents take the time to 
thank a teacher.

Right now, the best way to thank a teacher in 
a meaningful way is to support them by voting 
in favor of the Board of Education budget. Ev-

Clean Energy at Brownstone 
Celebration Day

To the Editor:
Solar: Buy it or Lease it? EV vs. Plug-in Hy-

brid? Heat Pump Water Heaters? Save once on 
upfront costs with the incentives to buy or in-
stall these systems, and save again with their low 
operating costs.

However, while the rebates are great, navigat-
ing them can be tricky. If you’ve been thinking 
of going solar, getting an EV, or insulating your 
house, feel free to bring any questions to the 
Portland Clean Energy Task Force table tomor-
row at the Brownstone Celebration Day.

Our volunteer members (your neighbors) 
will be happy to provide some insights. That 
way, if you do decide to contact a vendor or visit 
an EV dealer, you’ll be better prepared.

Regards,
Andy Bauer,

Portland Clean Energy

grams or result in class size increases.
 Please vote yes on both questions to pass the 

Town and BOE budgets on Tuesday, June 11. All 
voting is at Town Hall from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Ab-
sentee ballots are available.

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden – Colchester

rural towns. Many of these initiatives have suc-
cessfully been enacted into law with bipartisan 
support during my six years in the legislature.

If you share these fundamental principles, I 
respectfully ask for your support in my re-elec-
tion campaign. For more information, please 
visit our campaign website at  www.re-elec-
thaines.com.

Wishing you and your families a very happy, 
healthy, and safe summer season. I deeply ap-
preciate your kind support as I look forward to 
another successful campaign for state office.

Sincerely,
State Representative Irene Haines

ery teacher I know teaches because they love it, 
not for the money, but it takes money to run the 
schools.

I want the teachers to be concentrating on 
teaching our kids, not worried about where 
their books, computers or supplies are coming 
from. I want enough teachers in the classrooms 
so that they can effectively teach our kids.

Responsible continued investment in our 
schools is the only way to maintain the level of 
excellence we are asking of them.

So, I urge you to stand with our kids and our 
teachers and vote yes on June 11th.

Respectfully,
Vincent Rose – Colchester

See Letters, page 10
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Serving 
Hebron/

Amston & 
Marlborough

FOLLOW 
US ON

Now Accepting 
New Daily Dog 
Walking Clients 

in Hebron/
Amston and 

Marlborough.

RE6-11-21

a i

WALK IN
or mAKe AN AppoINtmeNt

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship  and Sunday School at the 

Congregational Church of Marlborough, Unit-
ed Church of Christ, 35 South Main St., are at 10 
a.m. Worship is broadcast live every Sunday and 
recorded for later viewing at mcc.marlcong-
church.org. Childcare for infants and toddlers is 
provided downstairs in the nursery but children 
are always welcome at the worship service.  In 
June, instead of class time, Sunday School stu-
dents are invited to participate in games, arts, 
and crafts.  All children in the community are 
welcome.

Sunday, June 9  is Music Appreciation Sun-
day with special performances by the Chancel 
Choir and Bell Choir. Pastor Valerie Seaver will 
lead the service. Her sermon title is “Music and 
Love; God’s Immutable Gifts.”

277th Annual Program Meeting will be held 
in the meetinghouse at 11:15 a.m. on June 9, 
2024, for church members to vote to approve the 
slate of officers, board and committee reports, 
and any other business brought to the Chair.

Thursday Bible Studies  are led by Pastor 
Val upstairs in the Thienes Lounge.  The morn-
ing study meets at 10:30 and the evening study 
meets at 6 p.m.

Marlborough Sings  will be held upstairs in 
the Thienes Lounge on June 7 at 7 p.m. All who 
enjoy singing are welcome.

Outreach.    The Church collects non-

perishable food items year-round for 
Marlborough Food Bank with a basket located 
in the narthex for Sunday worshippers to bring 
donations. A Drive Thru Café for Marlborough 
Food Bank patrons with vouchers is usually held 
on the last Sunday of each month. A monthly 
meal and visiting with residents at Florence 
Lord Housing is sponsored by the church. June 
mission giving will go the AHM Mental Health 
Fund.

AA. The church sponsors weekly meetings: 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the 
Youth Room; Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. in the 
Community Fellowship Hall. ACA meets Tues-
days at 7 pm in the Youth Room.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop,  located on 
the lower level, is open for shopping and donat-
ing Fridays, from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 am to 1 pm. A storewide end of season 
sale will be held in June with 50% off every-
thing. The shop sells year-round through eBay 
at https://bit.ly/MCCebay 

General Information.  The Marlborough 
Congregational Church is an Open and Affirm-
ing faith community and all are welcome.  For 
more information about the church or its pro-
grams, please call Pastor Valerie Seaver’s direct 
line at 860.295.0432 or email  pastorval@marl-
congchurch.org

Parks and Rec Upcoming Programs
Marlborough Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register, visit marlboroughct.
recdesk.com and click on “programs,” stop by 
the office at Town Hall, 26 N. Main St., or call 
860-295-6203. 

Youth: Skyhawks Tots (Soccer, Baseball and 
Basketball) – Age 2, Tuesdays, May 21 – June 
18, 5:00 pm – 5:45pm at the Marlborough El-
ementary School.  This multi-sport program is 
designed to introduce young athletes to a vari-
ety of different sports in one setting.  Athletes 
will learn the rules and essentials of each sport 
through skill-based games and scrimmages. 
Registration fee $89.00 residents/$94.00 non-
residents.

Skyhawks Tots (Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball) – Age 3&4, Tuesdays, May 21st – June 
18, 6:00 pm – 6:45pm at the Marlborough El-
ementary School.  This multi-sport program is 
designed to introduce young athletes to a vari-
ety of different sports in one setting.  Athletes 
will learn the rules and essentials of each sport 
through skill-based games and scrimmages. 
Registration fee $89.00 residents/$94.00 non-
residents.

Netto Summer Day Camp – Grades K-7, June 
24 – August 16 at Blish Park.  Campers will en-
joy camp games, arts & crafts, swimming, sports, 
field trips and special events.  All campers are 
supervised by counselors and lifeguards trained 
in CPR/First Aid.  Registration is $175.00 resi-
dent/$185.00 non-resident.

Swim Lessons – These classes are designed to 
allow swimmers to develop good habits in the 
water, become comfortable in the water, learn 
and refine new strokes, and become stronger, 
safer swimmers.  Lessons will begin the week of 
June 27.  All lesson levels are offered.  All lessons 
are held at Blish Park. Registration fee is $65.00 
resident/$70.00 non-resident.

Mad Science-Red Hot Robots With Cod-
ing – Grades K-6, June 24 – June 28, 9:00 am-
12:00 pm in the MES cafeteria. Registration fee 
is $128.00 resident/$133.00 non-resident.  

Lego – Minecraft Engineering – Ages 5 - 7, 
June 24 – June 28, 8:30 am – 11:30 am.  Ven-
ture into the world of Minecraft in our unique 
LEGO® experience. Get ready to build your 

base, craft your tools, use your Minecart to har-
vest raw resources, and battle to stop the Ender 
Dragon from ending the world. Come explore 
the endless possibilities of LEGO® with a trained 
Play-Well instructor.  Class is held in the Elmer 
Thienes – Mary Hall Cafeteria.  Cost is $145.00 
resident/$150.00 non-resident.       

Lego – Minecraft Master Engineering – Ages 
8 - 12, June 24 – June 28, 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm.  
Bring your favorite Minecraft adventures to life 
with our enthusiastic Play-Well instructors. In a 
Minecraft world powered by LEGO® resources, 
we will build shelters to keep out Creepers, craft 
mystical items that only true masters can wield, 
and perfect our crossbow skills to stop the With-
er from taking over!  Class is held in the Elmer 
Thienes – Mary Hall Cafeteria.  Cost is $145.00 
resident/$150.00 non-resident. 

Skyhawks Basketball Camp - Ages 5 & 6, 
June 24 – June 28, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at the 
Marlborough Elementary School gym.  This fun, 
skill intensive program is designed for beginning 
to intermediate athletes.  An active week of pass-
ing, shooting, dribbling and rebounding.  Boys 
and girls will also learn vital life lessons such as 
respect, teamwork and responsibility.  Registra-
tion is $139.00 residents/$144.00 non-residents.  

Skyhawks Basketball Camp - Ages 7 – 12, 
June 24 – June 28, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at the Marl-
borough Elementary School gym. This fun, skill 
intensive program is designed for beginning to 
intermediate athletes.  An active week of pass-
ing, shooting, dribbling and rebounding.  Boys 
and girls will also learn vital life lessons such as 
respect, teamwork and responsibility.  Registra-
tion is $179.00 residents/$184.00 non-residents.

Dance Camp – Princess Tea Party – Ages 4-7, 
June 24 – June 27, 9 am – 12 pm. Join us on a 
magical journey of dance and crafts. Each day, 
your little princesses will learn how to dance 
with elegance and grace while also creating en-
chanting crafts. Dressing up like a princess is 
highly encouraged. Each day is dedicated to a 
different princess, with Monday featuring Elsa 
and Anna from Frozen, Tuesday starring Belle 
from Beauty and the Beast, Wednesday show-
casing Ariel from The Little Mermaid, and 
Thursday celebrating your favorite princess of 
all. Camp is held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron.  
Registration fee is $215.00.

Horseback Riding Lessons – Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction.  The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length.  The 
lessons days and times are flexible.  The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set up 
lesson day and time.  Instruction provided by Jo-
Ellen Lemanski.  Registration fee is 4 lessons for 
$175.00 residents/$180.00 non-residents.

Adult: Beginner & Intermediate Tai Chi –
Tuesday/Thursdays, 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm at the 
Marlborough Senior Center.  Tai Chi is an an-
cient Chinese health practice of slow gentle 
movements that research shows to help improve 
your balance, flexibility, physical and men-
tal well-being. Registration fee is $40.00 resi-
dent/$45.00 non-resident.

ZUMBA - Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 pm in the 
MES cafeteria.  The exciting, simple dance rou-
tines done to Latin and International music, will 
have you moving and grooving.  Registration fee 
is $50 residents/$55 non-residents/$12 drop-in 
fee.  Class instruction provided by Anna Boose. 

“Horsepower” Car Show
 The 2nd annual car show at The Farm at Carter 

Hill (86 E Hampton Rd, Marlborough) will take 
place on Sunday, June 9th to benefit the horses of 
the CT Draft Horse Rescue.  

Car entries must arrive between 9-11 
a.m.    General admission starts at 11am.    Car 
show entry is $15 (includes admission for 
the driver) and general admission is $5 (all 
ages).  Tickets are available on event day. Awards 
will be presented at 2:30pm. There will be live 
music by the local favorite, “Beth and the Boys”. 

Food and drinks will be available for purchase 
(no outside food or drink is allowed). There will 
be raffles and games, trophy awards, and more.

 The CDHR is a non-profit organization (lo-
cated in East Hampton, CT) dedicated to saving 
the lives of neglected or abused draft horses as 
well as draft horses heading to slaughter.    For 
more information visit  www.ctdraftrescue.
org,  www.facebook.com/ctdraftrescue, or send 
an email to ctdraftrescue@aol.com.

Dog Licenses 
Dog licenses are now available in the Town 

Clerk’s Office. Please check and make sure your 
dog’s rabies certificate is up to date, licenses can-
not be issued without a current rabies certificate.

This year, if you come in to register your dogs 
between June 3rd and June 14th and bring an 
item to donate to the Marlborough Food Bank, 
your pup(s) will be entered into a raffle. We will 
draw the winner on June 17th. Your dog will win 
a gift bag, and the #1 Dog Tag (One entry per 

dog).
The fee for spayed or neutered dogs is $8.00 

and $19.00 for unaltered. You must license your 
dog before July 1, 2024 or a $1.00 late fee will be 
added each month. Checks should be made out 
to the Town of Marlborough.

The Town Clerk’s hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday; 8:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday; and 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon on Friday.

Arts Center’s Event
The Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Fridays 

@ the Arts Café stars Lara Herscowitch and the 
Highway Philosophers on Friday, June 28 at the 
Arts Center. Lara is a folk singer and songwriter 
who is known for the clarity of her voice as well 
as the range of her songwriting. It has been said 
that one can feel the emotion in her vocals and 
marvel at the creativity that flows through her 
performances. She has received many accolades 
throughout her career including a two-year 

stint as Connecticut State Troubadour, an honor 
which she holds dear, and now she brings her 
art and her Highway Philosophers trio to Marl-
borough.

The Arts Center is located at 231 North Main 
Street in Marlborough CT. Admission is $10 at 
the door. Doors open at 7 p.m. with the per-
formances starting at 7:30 p.m. The building is 
fully accessible and there is ample parking.

Marlborough Gets Third Crack at Budget Proposal
By Michael Sinkewicz

Will the third time be the charm for the Marl-
borough budget?

Residents will head to the polls for a third 
time next Thursday, June 13, to vote on the re-
vised 2024-25 fiscal year budget proposal after 
two prior drafts were rejected. Voting will be 
held from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., but at the Senior Cen-
ter as opposed to the normal school location, 
due to end-of-the-year activities.

Prior to the critical third vote, residents at a 
town meeting on Tuesday approved a transfer of 
$100,000 from the capital non-recurring fund 
for the elementary school roof replacement to 
the South Buckboard culvert replacement proj-
ect, allowing the proposed mill rate to be fur-
ther reduced without drawing from either the 
Board of Education (BOE) or town budgets.

Additionally, last week the Board of Finance 
voted to have the Board of Selectmen (BOS) 
reduce the town budget by $75,000. Since the 
original budget failed at referendum, the town 
budget has been reduced by $375,000, accord-
ing to Town Manager David Porter.

The new bottom-line total is $27.65 million 

— a $551,700, or 2.04%, increase from current 
year spending. The BOE budget — which was 
not modified ahead of the upcoming referen-
dum — is $8.69 million — a $174,396, or 2.05%, 
increase from the 2023-24 fiscal year. The over-
all town budget is $6.69 million — a $257,328, 
or 4%, increase. The RHAM levy, which repre-
sents the renaming slice of the budget, was al-
ready approved at referendum and cannot be 
modified.

If adopted, the new mill rate would be set at 
36.29 — an increase of 1.56 — which would re-
sult in a 4.49% tax increase. For properties as-
sessed at $250,000, the tax bill would go up by 
$390 for a total of $9,072. With an assessment 
of $650,000, the bill would increase by $1,013 
for a total of $$23,587. Accordingly, properties 
assessed within that range would see a tax in-
crease in-between those two amounts.

During the town meeting, Deb Bourbeau — 
chairman of the BOS — and Kerri Barella — 
chairman of the BOE — read a joint statement 
urging residents to support the revised budget 
proposal.

“On behalf of both the BOS and the BOE, we 
ask you to vote in favor of the budget for both 
the Town and the school district. The overall 
budget has been reduced based upon voter feed-
back from the first two referendums and is now 
at a 4.49% increase. Further cuts will impact our 
community.”

They added, “We urge all voters to cast their 
votes on June 13th and hope that with these im-
portant adjustments, a better voter turnout will 
also lead to the budget passing.”

Porter told the Rivereast that he was “cau-
tiously optimistic” the new spending plan 
would be palatable for the community.

“I really hope our residents are able to ap-
prove the budget this time,” he said.

He described the transfer from the school 

roof fund as an “elegant compromise” to help 
mitigate the tax burden. But he warned that if 
the budget was rejected once again, local offi-
cials would likely be positioned to make “pain-
ful” and “noticeable” cuts.

Porter added that the proposed mill rate is 
only a tick above the figure adopted by the town 
in 2020, and as inflation makes the cost of ser-
vices more expensive, the community would es-
sentially find itself “right back where we were 
before the pandemic” from a financial perspec-
tive.

The town manager speculated that reductions 
to library services or the transfer station would 
be likely starting points if the budget was shot 
down next Thursday.
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From the Desk of the Town Manager
On Wednesday, June 12, at 7:00 pm at Marlborough Elementary School, the Board of Finance 

is convening a public hearing to discuss the third iteration of the 2024-2025 budget.  Voting will 
take place on Thursday, June 13, from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm at the Senior Center due to end-of-
the-year activities at the school.

The current proposed budget would increase the mill rate 4.49 percent from $34.73 per 
$1,000 of assessed value to $36.29 per $1,000 of assessed value.  It is important to put this in-
crease in context.  If approved, the proposed budget would set taxes at basically the same rate as 
in 2020 – before the pandemic, before federal funding, and before high inflation.

For the past three years, the town used temporary pandemic funding to reduce property 
taxes.  Here’s the impact on the taxpayer: Let’s use as an example a home with an assessed value 
of $350,000 (not market value).  The homeowner would have received an annual property tax 
bill for the following amounts:

2020 $12,695
2021 $12,544
2022 $12,443
2023 $12,156
2024 $12,701 (proposed)
If the proposed budget is approved, the homeowner would pay $6 more in property taxes 

than in 2020. 
Those taxes support three impressive entities: $11,326,865 for Marlborough’s portion of 

RHAM Middle and High Schools (already approved); $8,694,081 for Marlborough Elementary 
School; and $6,719,457 for the Town of Marlborough.  Producing a budget that maintains high 
quality services without raising taxes above pre-pandemic levels was challenging.  During the 
last four years, we have all endured uncomfortably high inflation – about 17 percent as mea-
sured by the Consumer Price Index.

To minimize the impact, we eliminated two positions that were in the 2023-2024 budget – a 
social worker at the Senior Center and a laborer at the Public Works Department.  We opted to 
refurbish several of our current trucks instead of purchasing new ones.  We postponed replac-
ing several computers at the town hall.  We postponed a major culvert repair project.

Between the first referendum and the second, the Board of Selectmen cut $300,000 from 
their budget.  On May 29, the Board of Finance voted to have the Board of Selectmen cut an ad-
ditional $75,000 and voted a recommendation to Town Meeting to use $100,000 in the Capital 
Non-Recurring (CNR) fund to reduce the mill rate without further impacting the budgets of 
the Board of Education or the Board of Selectmen.

My team and I will always do our best with whatever resources the people of Marlborough 
generously provide.  If the budget does not pass, further cuts likely will be more noticeable.  
They may include fewer hours at the transfer station, cuts to the library affecting staff, materials, 
or programming, and/or reduced frequency of mowing of town properties such as ball fields, 
cemeteries, and the park. 

Before voting, Board of Finance members asked excellent questions about the CNR.  I’m 
sharing those questions and responses to help every resident make an informed decision before 
the June 13 referendum.

How does the CNR work?
The CNR is a revolving fund used for equipment purchases and capital projects.  Funds are 

deposited through the budget process, and they are withdrawn when a Town Meeting allocates 
money to projects.  The CNR allows us to pay for significant expenses over 3-5 years while keep-
ing taxes fairly level.  As one example, we contribute to the CNR each year with the intention 
of using some of those funds to replace critically important protective gear for our volunteer 
firefighters.  Likewise, we contribute smaller amounts annually so there are sufficient funds 
available when we need to replace our police car. 

The $100,000 from CNR was originally intended to offset costs to replace the roof at the El-
ementary School.  Will this negatively impact the school?

The $100,000 transfer will not negatively impact the school.  The roof is in good condition.  
It will be five years before Marlborough is eligible for state matching funds typically used for 
major school capital projects.  When the time comes to replace the roof, the total cost will be 
several million dollars.  Towns routinely fund projects of that magnitude with a combination of 
state matching funds and municipal bonds.

Currently, The Board of Education is preparing a capital needs assessment.  After the pro-
posed transfer, there will remain $123,000 in the school CNR account.  I look forward to work-
ing with the BOE to manage the CNR – both deposits and withdrawals – to maintain one of 
Marlborough’s finest facilities.

What will happen if there are emergency maintenance needs at the school?
If there were a major unexpected capital repair, the Board of Education would request a spe-

cial appropriation.  The process is described in the Town Charter, Sec. 6.6.  I would present the 
request to the Board of Selectmen who would vote a recommendation to the Board of Finance.  
The BOF can approve a special appropriation up to two percent of the Town Operations Budget.  
If the special appropriation exceeds that threshold, the BOF would convene a Town Meeting to 
review and approve the appropriation.  That special appropriation would come from the town’s 
undesignated fund balance, a rainy-day fund we maintain for emergencies.  After the immedi-
ate needs are met, the three boards – BOS, BOF, and BOE – would work together to replenish 
the fund balance.

I ask you to please vote at the referendum on June 13.  Thank you.
Dave Porter, Town Manager

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., is 

open for activities. Call 860-295-6209 for the cen-
ter’s hours and more information. The center also 
serves as a warming center.

Transportation: Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; call 36 hours in advance of your ap-
pointment to guarantee a ride. 

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive 
(860-295-6008), it is open every Tuesday from 10 

a.m.-noon and 3:30-5:30 p.m. The food bank is 
open to qualified residents in need of food.

Congregate Meals: All meals are served with 
milk, bread and margarine. Suggested donation: 
$3 or what you can afford. Menus are subject to 
change.

In Case of Bad Weather: Tune in to WFSB-TV 
Channel 3 or NBC Connecticut Channel 30 for 
news on senior center closings or late openings.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. Alvin LeBlanc, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is deacon emeritus. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect via email at 
stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com.

Weekend Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. All are welcome. Week-
day Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m.

Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment

Juneteeth Recognition Day
Marlborough’s Juneteeth Recognition Day be 

held on June 22. The day will be dedicated to 41 
African American Marlborough residents who 
were denied burial at Century Cemetery in the 
1700s and 1800s. The event will be in three parts: 
From 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. - Self-guided view-
ing of the 41 names at the Marlborough Con-
gregational Church. At 2:30 p.m. a ceremony at 
Century Cemetery will begin with remarks by 
Romano Ghirlanda followed by a memorial ser-
vice given by Pastor Val Seaver from the Marl-

borough Congregational Church. At 3:30, the 
distinguished Dr. Camesha Scruggs will speak 
at Richmond Memorial Library about the sig-
nificance of Juneteenth. 

A reception at the library will conclude this 
special day. Richmond Memorial Library will 
also have drop-in activities all day. Community 
members are invited to attend any single event 
or all the events. For more information, please 
visit www.marlboroughhistory.org.

Scholarships Awarded
Marlborough Fire Department Women’s 

Auxiliary recently presented Marlborough se-
niors Brandon Antonelli, Erin Evans, Matthew 
Grossman, Ava Machowski, Angela Weese and 
Emily Corey with their 8th annual scholarship 
award. Congratulations to the recipients. 

Marlborough Greater Together Seeks Volunteers
The Marlborough Greater Together Commu-

nity Fund Advisory Committee at the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving is growing and in 
search of additional committee members to join 
us to give back to serve our community in an 
exciting way.

The Advisory Committee is comprised of 
Marlborough residents who work to identify 
community needs and ensure that distribution 
of funds yields the greatest benefit to town resi-
dents.

In November 2021 the advisory committee 
awarded over $30,000 to six non-profit organi-
zations for projects to support our Marlborough 
community. In 2024 over $40,000 was awarded 
to ten organizations serving the community.

To serve on the committee applicants must 
be residents of Marlborough, not serve as an 

elected town official, and be at least 14 years 
old. Typically, evening meetings are one to two 
hours per month as determined by the commit-
tee. Occasionally one to two hours of additional 
work outside the committee meeting is re-
quired. Previous experience in community or-
ganizations or in grant making is not required.

Anyone meeting the qualifications and inter-
ested in joining the committee should submit a 
simple application form for consideration. To 
apply visit www.hfpg.org/marlboroughcf.    For 
more information contact the community fund 
at communityfund.marlborough@gmail.com. 
Deadline for application is July 26, 2024.

Annual Tag Sale
at Town Green

The MDTC will hold its annual town-
wide tag sale Saturday, June 15, from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., on the Marlborough town green. 
Rain date is June 22. There are many items 
to choose from including live plants, baby 
clothing, a Father’s Day table, costume jew-
elry, household goods, toys, and more.

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm; Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm
8 Independence Dr., Marlborough

(860) 295-9251 RE6-7-24

ALL YOUR BREAKFAST FAVORITES:
Coffee, Muffins, Donuts, Breakfast Sandwiches & More!

Father’s Day Favorites!
Hot Dog & Hamburger Buns For Your 
Barbecues! Also Pies, Cakes & Desserts

SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

— New sandwiches —
Chicken Cutlet Grinder with cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo

Barbecue Pulled Pork with melted cheese
Beef Brisket with cheese, caramelized onions & horseradish sauce

Cheeseburger with your choice of toppings

GRADUATION
PARTY CATERING!

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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ans deserve. They “Gave-their-All,”  for our con-
tinued freedom.

A note of concern: it was brought to surface 
– allegedly, either parade spectators, and/or pa-
rade participants, were launching debris, dur-
ing the parade. Let it be known, that anything 
of that nature, “tossing any articles” toward or 
away from the parade is strictly prohibited! 
There are underlying and logical reasons for the 
prohibition, safety and health concerns. There 
are no Second chances!

Proudly Submitted,
 Bob Mangillo – Hebron

American Legion, Post 95, Adjutant
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Colchester Votes on Future
To the Editor:

I believe we need to increase spending to 
maintain town services. Even as a fiscal conser-
vative, there’s items I support increasing. Below 
are some popular town services and their in-
creases in the proposed budget.

Library: $31,121
Highway (Roads): $179,874
Grounds (Rec Fields): $143,325
Youth Services: $27,273
Senior Services: $10,460
I support all these increases and the total for 

these items comes to $392,053. However, the 
town is asking for an increase of $1.44 million. 
What’s the other million dollars for?

 Fun Fact: The school wants 3 times 
more money than the town, but provides 4 
times less information in their budget book. 
Who knows how much of an increase the 
schools need, maybe if they were as transparent 
as the town we could trust their numbers. To be 
fair, the school has released the Superintendent’s 
compensation – it’s larger than Connecticut’s 
Governor… so there’s that for you to consider.

A new issue this budget season is reserve ac-
counts. Money we have already paid in taxes 
put into designated accounts for future use. The 
schools have over a million dollars – they won’t 
tell us how they plan to spend it. The town has 
millions of dollars, but isn’t really sure of the ac-
tual total.

The future of Colchester is yours on June 
11th: vote “Yes” for a large tax increase when 
there are unaccounted for millions in the town’s 
bank account. Alternatively, I encourage you 
to vote “No” while our elected officials sharpen 
their pencils and work to understand the town’s 
actual financial needs. A vote “No” doesn’t 
mean a cut in services, it means a pause, to en-
sure the future tax increase will be appropriate 
and necessary.

Sincerely,
Michael Dubreuil – Colchester

$Letters cont. from page 5

RHAM Historians
To the Editor:

RHAM 7th and 8th grade Inquiry Academy 
students presented a highly commendable Wit-
ness Stones dedication on June 1st. After weeks 
of exploring slavery in Connecticut followed by 
specifically focusing on the life of Henry Peters 
of Hebron, RHAM students capably and cre-
atively displayed their knowledge of an impor-
tant facet of local and state history.

From writing biographies to publishing a ga-
zette, to dancing and drumming, and incorpo-
rating poetry rich in compassion and compre-
hension, RHAM students articulately conveyed 
that African-American experiences are relevant 
and deserving of attention in the 21st century.

With RHAM Inquiry faculty, students ex-
plored the life of Henry Peters, youngest son 
of Cesar and Lois Peters who escaped abduc-
tion to South Carolina in an illegal attempt by 
Hebron relatives of Reverend Samuel Peters to 
settle their own debt to the minister residing 
in London.  RHAM students compassionately 
conveyed the remarkable narrative of how an 
enslaved family, manumitted by Connecticut’s 
Assembly without any provision for their well-
being, were able through hard work to buy a He-
bron farm and rise to the middle-class. Follow-
ing Cesar and Henry Peters’ lead, at least 6 other 
African-American families were able to do the 
same despite growing prejudice in Connecticut. 
These African-American farmers made Hebron 
the wealthiest town in Tolland County with the 
largest African-American population before the 
Civil War.  Ironically, after the war, railroads de-
stroyed this unique local economy.  

There is much to commend and to be learned 
from the scholarly efforts of these RHAM stu-
dents. Hebron has been slow to recognize its 
African-American heritage and has destroyed 

Hebron’s Balanced POCD
To the Editor:

I would like to congratulate Hebron’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission, Town Planner 
Matthew Bordeaux and consultant Michael 
O’Leary for an exceptional three-year effort, and 
unanimous approval on May 28th, of the 2024 
Plan of Conservation and Development. This 
document is updated every 10 years to capture a 
moment in time and serve as Hebron’s vision for 
the future. Former Chairwoman Natalie Woods 
and current Chairman Frank Zitkus guided 
the Commission through a staggering array of 
workshops and meetings. Special acknowledge-
ment is due to Hebron’s Green Committee and 
the Hebron Historical Society for their valuable 
input. However, what really stood out was the 
Commission’s attentive engagement with He-
bron’s residents, allowing the people’s voices to 
be heard.  

The high quality of Hebron’s POCD was 
recognized by the Capital Region Council of 
Governments, as stated by their community 
development planner Jacob Knowlton, “The 
dedication to natural resource preservation 
with specific focus on habitat preservation and 
ecological systems was impressive.”

The successful effort to create a balanced vi-
sion within the document was captured by PZC 

Tax Insanity
To the Editor:

It’s clearly tax insanity. What are towns think-
ing, increasing taxes on the citizens again, year 
after year.

Town officials need a reality check. I can not 
support tax increases when government spend-
ing is out of control. On a local level, that’s you, 
Colchester, asking for 3 million plus more dol-
lars. 

We have a large senior population and other 
families on fixed incomes. They tighten their 
belts, make spending sacrifices. What do Town 
governments do? They ask for more money to 
spend.

Reality check. Rents are out of control, food 
is up, gas is up, high town water bills, and the 
list goes on.  

Reduce spending. Make a sacrifice. If you 
want something, then cut your wants out. It’s 
a known fact that the largest expenses in the 
schools is not attributed to the teachers, it’s the 
administration. The other layer of government 
employees; superintendent, multiple principals, 
multiple assistant principals, multiple secretar-
ies to the multiple principles and multiple as-
sistant principals. The list goes on. Really. Cut 
your overhead, do something instead of tapping 
us for more money.

Its tax insanity.
Vote no.

Joyce A. Maine – Colchester,
Senior Citizen

Ballot Petition
To the Editor:

For the past sixteen years I have proudly 
served as the Republican Registrar of Voters for 
the Town of Hebron. In this time I have worked 
diligently to ensure the duties of this office are 
completed with integrity and that our elections 
run smoothly. Every four years the Registrar of 
Voters seat is up for reelection.  Unfortunately, 
at their May 24th meeting the Hebron Repub-
lican Town Committee decided that my time 
was over and they endorsed an individual with 
zero experience instead of allowing me to con-
tinue in the position that I love and accomplish 
without errors. 

I have decided to petition for an opportunity 
to appear on the ballot. I ask for your support in 
this matter and need your assistance. How may 
you help? If you are a Republican in the Town 
of Hebron I am in need of your signature. That’s 
all, just your signature. Please reach out to my-
self or my wife, Gail Richmond, and we will 
come to you for your signature.  

Thank you in advance for your help in this. It 
would be an honor to continue to serve the 
Town of Hebron as the Registrar of Voters.

Sincerely, 
John F. Richmond – Hebron

Turf For Bacon Academy
To the Editor:

Picture this… you’re gearing up for a big 
game against a rival school. It’s at home, your 
friends and family can’t wait to come and watch 
while you are waiting with anticipation to play. 
Then the game gets canceled. Why did it get 
canceled? At Bacon Academy it’s almost always 
because our fields are covered in inches or mud 
at even the smallest bit of rain. 

This situation has happened countless times 
this year alone to every outdoor team at Bacon, 
and there is a very simple solution. If a turf field 
was installed at Bacon our sports teams would 
enjoy the comfort of knowing that their games 
will happen, and won’t have to be moved last 
minute. No longer will the Boy’s soccer team 
have to worry about having a game get canceled 
after warming up for an hour, the Girl’s soccer 
team will be able to have the home games they 
earned during the state tournament, and the 
football team won’t have to worry about tearing 
up the fields every game. 

Furthermore, the installation of turf comes 
with a myriad of cost saving benefits. Artificial 
turf costs less to maintain than natural grass. 
According to  Cory Jenner, a landscape profes-
sional, over a 20 year period a turf facility costs 
three times less to maintain than a natural grass 
facility including the initial cost of installation. 
The switch to artificial turf would benefit many 
students and also saves money, so let’s make the 
switch!

Sincerely,
Jonathan Curry – Colchester

Invest in Turf
To the Editor:

Turf is a common and a guarantee that many 
high schools have in the state of Connecticut. 
Most athletes are able to perform and play on 
turf fields during their high school career, along 
with lights. However at Bacon Academy, the 
athletes play on a grass field that is often muddy, 
filled with potholes, and very little grass. This 
field gets torn up throughout each season with 
all the teams that play on it. Rain cancellations 
are common as the field cant withstand any sort 
of water. 

As a Captain of the girls soccer team at Ba-
con Academy, our entire senior night had to 
be moved and played at Lyman because of the 
terrible conditions the field was in, along with 
games in the ECC tournament and State Tour-
nament. Our team deserves home field advan-
tages, winning the state championship for the 
first time in program history this past year. We 
don’t deserve a field that barely has any grass on 
it. The athletic teams and athletes at Bacon per-
form at high levels and should be able to com-
pete with such companions on similar facilities. 
All the cancellations provide a disadvantage for 
us, making us play games multiple times in a 
row with them being rescheduled, or our prac-
tice time being cut short and canceled. 

A turf field would be a great investment for 
all the upcoming athletes to this high school, 
that want to continue the great success of Bacon 
Academy athletics. 

Thanks, 
Emily Ferrigno – Colchester

Successful Poppy Drive
To the Editor:

On behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary 
Portland, I want to thank you all for volunteer-
ing yesterday in support of the mission and goal 
of the Poppy Drive to raise $1000.

You all collected $706. This will go to assist 
veterans. Our volunteers were Madison Anzel-
lotti, Arlo Anzellotti, Rebecca Anzellotti, Anna 
Piascik, and Penny Christensen. Madison Anna 
and Penny are students at Portland High School. 
Job well done!

Led by the American Legion Auxiliary, each 
year members of The American Legion Family 
distribute poppies with a request that the per-
son receiving the flower make a donation to 
support the future of veterans, active-duty mili-
tary personnel and their families with medical 
and financial needs.

American Legion Auxiliary,
Jane Sterry – President, 

Sara Sterry Rutter – Vice President,
Carol Murphy – Secretary, 

Virginia Morin – Treasurer, 
Sarah Petras – Chaplin

Vote No
Dear Colchester:

Did you know that despite continuously criti-
cizing the previous administration for saying 
so, First Selectman Dennler has now admitted 
that the town has $1,000,000+ in collected tax 
dollars sitting unspent in reserve accounts? Did 
you know that he freely admits he “doesn’t have 
a handle” on exactly how much is there? How 
is it that our town continues to collect an in-
creasing amount of tax dollars, our hard earned 
money, yet continues to fail to spend what they 
take from us on the things they promised us 
they would – if they spend it at all? 

Vote “no” on the budget on June 11th, at the 
very least until the town is willing to share with 
us just how much unspent money of ours they 
have sitting around in what appear to be hidden 
reserve accounts. They’re sitting on a very large 
amount of unspent, yet already collected, tax 
dollars. Why are they even asking for more? Not 
only should you vote “no,” you should also write 
our First Selectman and demand a forensic au-
dit of the entire town’s finances so the citizens 
can finally have a holistic view of where their 
money is going and how it’s being spent – not 
just the politicized view of whoever is in power 
during any given budget cycle. 

Vote “no” on June 11th.
Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

Library Support
To the Editor:

I am writing to you today to express my un-
conditional support for the public library sys-
tem within our state of Connecticut. As a resi-
dent of Colchester myself, I find much comfort 
and support from my public library, Cragin 
Memorial. 

Nation-wide spending for public libraries 
has been increasing over the years. However, to 
be able to provide the services and salaries re-
quired, it is crucial that the government spend-
ing towards public libraries increase. In 2022 the 
State of Connecticut spent an annual budget of 
$9,277,287 on all 191 public libraries. This fed-
eral spending helps to be able to provide salaries 
for employees, library materials and supplies, 
and utilities. 

Currently Cragin Memorial, which opened 
in 1901, has a collection of around 63,000 items 
and is open for 49 hours per week. The library 
also helps to provide programs for all ages such 
as events, book sales, monthly free crafts, tech-
nology accessibility, and summer reading pro-
grams. With an increased budget the library can 
help fund not only these programs but new and 
improved programs as well. All funds towards 
the library in return help to benefit all citizens 
of the town it resides in, and especially the de-
veloping youth in our town by providing a safe 
space for children to learn in a beneficial envi-
ronment. 

Data shows that increased spending on li-
braries not only leads to an improved library but 
also an increased rate of attendees and borrower 
numbers. Increasing the budget for public li-
braries increases the knowledge of its citizens. 

Sincerely, 
Emma Liberty – Colchester

Vote Yes on Both
To the Editor:

On June 11, 2024 please vote “yes” for our 
town and schools. A yes vote supports public 
safety, roads, public works, parks and rec, fields 
and seniors. 

We need to get the town properly funded. The 
2022 budget was so tight that it was overspent 
and required transfer of monies to cover the 
overage. When you defer maintenance, and gut 
departments to public works, facilities, grounds 
and fire and police you are presenting an irre-
sponsible and false budget. It’s time to properly 
fund our town and provide the maintenance 
and services to our facilities, grounds, and pub-
lic safety services that we all know our citizens 
deserve.

Your “yes” vote will still keep the Colchester 
mill rate the lowest of neighboring commercial 
towns. 

Our BOE has put forward a bipartisan and 
unanimously approved budget. This budget 
maintains current programming, services and 
staffing. No new initiatives are included in this 
budget. Class size will remain unchanged across 
all four schools. The BOE budget dedicates 
funding for school building maintenance and 
major projects. The 3.6% cost increase in the 
BOE budget is driven by insurance costs and 
contractural obligations. 

Our fields have been a source of frustration 
for parents and children. I have also experi-
ence having children with injuries, disparaging 
comments from visiting teams, and anger when 
seeing the beautiful fields in other towns. “Why 
not us?” Well we have the opportunity to put in 
motion the initiatives that will move our fields 
forward! 

This budget includes: funding for more reg-
ular seeding, funding to top dress fields twice 
per year, funding for aeration multiple times 
per year, hire additional season staffing from 
April to October to drag infields and set bases 
twice  per week and ensure regular mowing of 
fields.

June 11, 2024 come to Town Hall from 6 a.m.-
8 p.m., and vote “yes” on both! Absentee ballots 
available in the Town Clerks Office. 

Krista Kardys – Colchester 
Note: Kardys is a member of the Board of As-

sessment Appeals, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

many key sites including Henry Peters’ farm, 
which stood where the CVS is and future Dollar 
General will be located.

It would seem that RHAM students have 
much to teach town leaders about the past, if of-
ficials would only listen!

John Baron – Hebron

See Letters, page 32
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.

R
E6

-2
6-

20

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky
Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

HEALTH CARE SERVICESHEALTH CARE SERVICES

Juneteenth Celebration  
The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) 

is sponsoring its third annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration on Saturday, June 15, from 10:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., in collaboration with Hebron Parks & 
Recreation Department’s Hebron Day.

A variety of performances, as well as educa-
tional, interactive and fun activities will be of-
fered for children, youth and adults. They will 
be held in and around the historic Peters House, 
at 150 East St. 

During the event, attendees will learn about 
the lives of local formerly enslaved residents 
-- including Cesar Peters and his family of He-
bron. Descendants of Cesar Peters will perform 
a short play about his life.

Other performers will include EvaE Peart and 
Nia Arts, a West African drumming and danc-
ing troupe (audience invited to participate); 
Lisa Clayton Singers; Hartford Poet Laureate 
Frederick-Douglass Knowles II; and storyteller 
Raouf Mama. Sisters by Sisters: Joined by the 
Cloth, a quilting guild celebrating culture, color, 
design, and tradition through an African Amer-
ican perspective, will display quilts and share 
the history of quilts and quilt-making among 
the Black community.

Kids’ activities will include a Story Walk with 
the book, Juneteenth for Mazie, written and il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper; face painting; arts 
and crafts; and more.

Families can also take a narrated bus tour of 
several sites in Hebron where Black Americans 
lived and worked and tour the Peters house. 
Presentations by State Archeologist Sarah 
Sportman and other local historians will take 

place, and materials will be on display, in the 
Peters House.

Vendors from Black-owned businesses will be 
on site with products ranging from chocolates 
and other treats to jewelry to bath products.

Juneteenth is a national holiday that com-
memorates the end of slavery in the United 
States. It marks the day in 1865 when a Union 
Army general arrived in Texas with 2,000 sol-
diers and informed over 250,000 Black Ameri-
cans enslaved in Texas that slavery had been 
abolished following the conclusion of the Civil 
War. This was two and a half years after Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation 
had declared that “all persons held as slaves … 
henceforward shall be free”.

Funding for CoDE’s Juneteenth Celebration 
was provided The Greater Together Hebron 
Community Fund at the Hartford Founda-
tion for Public Giving; Town of Hebron (Parks 
and Recreation Department); William Caspar 
Graustein Memorial Fund; FOX61 Make An 
Impact Foundation; Hochberg Committee for 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education; St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church; Century 21 AllPoints 
Reality, Hebron; Northeast Family Federal 
Credit Union; Hebron Travel; and individuals.

Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) is 
an all-volunteer nonprofit organization, serving 
the towns of Hebron, Marlborough, Andover 
and Columbia and surrounding communities. 
Its mission is to build more diverse, equitable 
and vibrant communities. For more informa-
tion, visit www.code-diversity.org.

Trail Day Gardens 
In celebration of Trails Day, a Production 

of the Ct Forest and Park Association, and 
in recognition of the Hebron Trails Passport 
Program the community is encouraged to vis-
it the Demonstration Pollinator Garden at the 
Kinney Rd entrance to the Raymond Brook 
Preserve and the newly planted Audubon Bird 
Garden at the Church Street entrance to the 
trails. The Hebron Pollinator Pathway group 
has been busy since 2017 with the mission to 

restore native habitat one plant at a time.
Other gardens that have been planted to 

provide food (nectar, pollen, and seeds), shel-
ter, and nesting sites for bees, birds and butter-
flies are located at the Douglas Library parking 
lot and the circle in front of the Old Town Hall.

Visitors will likely see volunteers diligently 
working to maintain the gardens in the pre-
serve.

PZC Approves Updated Plan of Conservation and Development
By Michael Sinkewicz

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion (PZC) last week approved an updated Plan 
of Conservation and Development (POCD), 
concluding a revision process that began over 
three years ago and yielding the community a 
wide-ranging “visionary document” for local 
officials to reference moving forward.

During its meeting on May 28, the PZC vot-
ed 4-0 in favor of the document; commission 
member Devon Garner was absent and alter-
nate member Terry McManus voted in his place.

Town Planner Matthew Bordeaux will polish 
the format and make the modifications agreed 
to by the PZC. Overall, the bulk of the adopted 
POCD is nearly identical to what was presented 
during a public hearing last month, and the 
PZC assimilated multiple changes after receiv-
ing community feedback throughout its review 
process.

By officially updating the document, the PZC 
complied with Section 8-23 of the Connecticut 
General Statutes, which states that every mu-
nicipality must amend or adopt a POCD at least 
once every 10 years. Hebron’s plan was last ap-
proved in 2014, and members of the PZC, along 
with numerous town committees and former 
town planner Michael O’Leary — who was en-
listed as a consultant — organized a revision 
process roughly three years ago.

“It’s a great product I think,” remarked Frank 
Zitkus, chairman of the PZC, who added the 
Regional Planning Commission of the Capital 
Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) re-
viewed the referral made by the PZC and ap-

peared impressed by the draft.
In its correspondence with the PZC, Jacob 

Knowlton, community development planner 
at CRCOG, wrote that they found “no apparent 
conflict with regional plans and policies or the 
concerns of neighboring towns.”

Additionally, CRCOG conveyed that He-
bron’s draft was aligned with the regional POCD 
in “several ways.”

“The dedication to natural resource preserva-
tion with specific focus on habitat preservation 
and ecological systems was impressive,” Knowl-
ton stated.

Zitkus asserted that Hebron’s POCD would 
likely serve as a “model for other towns to look 
at” and speculated that CRCOG will potentially 
showcase it around the region.

“I think they’re going to trot this out for other 
towns to look at and mirror maybe,” Zitkus said, 
adding that he was “very proud” of the final 
document.

Commission member David Sousa also ap-
plauded the quality of the amended POCD, 
which he believed successfully achieved its mis-
sion.

“What’s impressive to me is that is it truly a 
plan of conservation and development, mean-
ing that those words are put side by side to 
emphasize the need for balance between both,” 
he said. “That in order to have proper develop-
ment, you have to have have proper conserva-
tion, and vice versa.”

McManus acknowledged during his own 
remarks regarding the POCD that he doesn’t 

agree with “a lot of it.”
“But what I do agree with is the amount of 

hard work that’s been put into this document 
by so many people in this community,” he said. 
“This is a democratic document.”

McManus added that the POCD did not rep-
resent the “whole story,” emphasizing the pres-
ence of the document’s preamble.

Previously, the Board of Selectmen endorsed 
the “intent” of the POCD draft, “with the stipu-
lation that a preamble is put in the beginning 
of the document that notes the POCD is not a 
regulation or a mandate, but it is an important 
advisory document.”

The PZC had already agreed to include the 
preamble, and selectman Daniel Larson asserted 
that it was needed to ensure that the POCD was 
only a guide and not mandatory town policy.

“I know that there are people that are going to 
take this plan and try to use it as a sledgeham-
mer saying, ‘Well your plan says and you are 
acting against it,’” he said during a meeting on 
May 2. “I’m so afraid of that.”

Bordeaux has previously described the 
POCD as a “visionary document” and while the 

2024 version is largely an update to the existing 
blueprint, its contents and action items will not 
become town law until voted on by the BOS.

“Yes, the plan should provide direction, but 
not dictate exactly how it happens,” he said dur-
ing a prior interview, adding that the abundance 
of information included in the document will 
continue to benefit the town when it applies for 
state funding. “You can point to your plan and 
say, ‘We considered that.’”

“It makes your application stronger,” he con-
veyed.

Broken down into five sections, the POCD 
provides goals and recommendations pertain-
ing to the profile of Hebron, conservation, de-
velopment, municipal infrastructure and com-
pliance with state polices.

Commission member Janet Fodaski stated 
that she was “so happy this is finished.”

“Now we have the job of implementing the 
plan,” she said.

By approving the POCD, the revision process 
is officially over and the updates made by the 
PZC do not require an additional verdict at a 
town meeting or referendum.

Book Sale Donations
The Friends of Douglas Library of Hebron 

are accepting donations of used books, CDs and 
DVDs in good condition for their upcoming 
Saturday, June 1 book sale.

  Fiction, science-fiction, mysteries, romanc-
es, non-fiction, recent textbooks and children’s 
books are requested.   CDs and DVDs are also 
welcome.  Please do not donate VHS tapes, en-
cyclopedias, magazines, or Reader’s Digest con-
densed books.  All donated items should be in 
good condition, not mildewed, moldy, dirty or 
torn.

  Proceeds from the sale have been used to 
purchase new material for the library, museum 

passes, equipment, as well as to supplement 
children’s and adult programs.   Tax-deductible 
donations can be dropped off anytime in the do-
nation box to the right of the main parking lot 
entrance.   For assistance with large donations, 
please call the Friends in advance, at 860-228-
9312.

  The Douglas Library is located at 22 Main 
Street on the Hebron Green. The next book sale 
will be on Saturday, June 1, from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. in the library’s Community Room.   
From 1:00 to 3:00 pm, the Friends will offer a 
$5 per bag sale. 

TALKING OF TONGUES
 A pink, healthy tongue is a vital part of oral health. Neglect or lack of proper care 
of this essential organ can lead to the harboring of destructive bacteria that adversely 
affects overall dental health. Regular dental examinations include evaluations to 
appraise the tongue’s color and texture since these factors are vital to oral health. 
Discoloration of the tongue, any color other than pink, or changes in the normal, 
smooth texture, could indicate a number of oral or other underlying health issues 
that need to be addressed. The human tongue is actually a muscle, essential to 
numerous bodily functions like speaking, breathing, and eating. It is susceptible to a 
multitude of diseases including tongue cancer.
 Your total health is always our concern. That’s why all new patient exams are so 
thorough, so we can establish a baseline against which we can measure your future 
oral profile and progress. And whether we’re dealing with tongues or teeth, regular 
professional checkups make it possible to watch for developing concerns and address 
them while they are still small, before they can turn into something more serious. 
For an appointment for advanced, gentle dental care, please give us call.
 P.S. The tongue is a complicated part of the human body, requiring over 8,000 
various motor signals to help it move.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the Pollen off your car!

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions, and to register, call the library at 860-
228-9312 or visit www.douglaslibrary.org. 

The Douglas Library is showing newly re-
leased films as follows:  June 7th- One Life 
-PG: June 14th-Arthur the King-PG-13: June 
21st-Anatomy of a Fall-R: June 28th-Boys in the 
Boat-PG-13. Bottled water and popcorn will be 
provided.  These are all shown on our 80” 4K 
TV with surround sound speakers.

Douglas Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
– June 10. 7 p.m.- The regular meeting is held 
via Zoom.  For information see the calendar at 
hebronct.com.

Ultimate Red Sox Program – June 10, 6 p.m. 
- Take a fun and enlightening journey through 
Boston Red Sox history with the author of the 
Ultimate Boston Red Sox Time Machine Book 
Martin Gitlin. This presentation features ex-
citing and nostalgic videos of the greatest and 
most fascinating players, teams, events and mo-
ments in franchise history. The program also 
includes trivia questions.  Registration is not 
required. Sponsored by Friends of the Library.

Cookbook Club-June 18, 6:30 pm.  Each 
month we’ll read a different Cookbook, and 
each person will choose one recipe from the 
book to make and share with the group.  This 
month’s book is “Watermelon & Red Birds” by 
Nicole Taylor and is available near the Main 
Desk.

Medicare Information – June 19, 3 pm 
or 6 pm. Come and learn the ins and outs of 
Medicare and the differences between Original 
Medicare and Medicare Advantage with Mark 
Macrina a local insurance agent. This is strictly 
an informational seminar, and no individual 
health will be discussed.

Life Insurance Information-June 19, 2 pm 
or 5 pm.-Come and learn about Life Insurance 
options with local agent Mark Macrina. This 
educational presentation is open for anyone age 
18+.

Book Discussion – June 19, 7 pm – We are 
reading and discussing “Identity” by Nora Rob-
erts at the American legion, located next door. 
Copies of the book will be available for checkout 
at the Adult Circulation Desk.   Must be over 21 
YEARS OF AGE.

The Sporting Events that Changed America 
-June 24, 6 pm- This program with Martin Git-
lin features exciting videos of sporting events 
through more than 100 years that greatly im-
pacted society and/or the sports themselves. In-
cluded are the sale of Babe Ruth to the Yankees 
that kicked off the greatest dynasty in American 
sports history to the Magic Johnson-Larry Bird 
rivalry that brought the NBA back to life and 
much more, This presentation features a lot of 
fun trivia questions for patrons to ponder as 
well.

Book Purse Craft- June25, pm-Learn the art 

of making a purse from a book with our Direc-
tor Drusilla. Materials will be provided. Regis-
tration is required.

Book Folding Art – June 29, 10am-Come 
and learn the art of book folding with Carol 
Gregiore. Materials will be provided. Registra-
tion is required.

Teens who Code-June 3 & 17, 4 pm- Learn 
HTML, Scratch and other exciting program-
ming languages in this program. Ages 12+

Teen Pin Party – June 5, 5 pm - Come de-
sign your own pins! From pronoun to puns, the 
possibilities are endless! Ages 12+ Sponsored by 
Friends of the Library.

Teen Jackbox Night – June 12, 5 pm - Join us 
for pizza and fun Jackbox games like Quiplash 
and T-Shirt KO! Ages 12+

Teen Finger Loop Braiding – June 19, 5 
pm-Learn all about finger loop braiding to 
make bookmarks, belts and more with Castle 
Nitor! Registration is required. Ages 12+ Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library.

Teen Make & Mend – June 26, 5 pm - Lost a 
button? Split a seam? Learn how to solve these 
clothing repair problems and more to make 
your clothes last longer! Bring in your damaged 
clothes and we’ll help you bring them back to 
life! Sponsored by Friends of the Library.

Learn to Crochet – June 18 & 25, 2pm - 
Have you ever wanted to learn to crochet?  Now 
is the time tolearn the basics and then you can 
make your own hats, scarves, animals...whatev-
er you can think of. Ideally for ages 8 to Adult.  
Please register for the first session. Sponsored 
by Friends of the Library.

Ferncroft Opossum Rescue – June 17, 6pm 
- We are welcoming Ferncroft Opossum Rescue 
to give us an overview of wildlife rehabilitation 
and the role of rehabbers with a focus on opos-
sums and our rescue efforts with them.  They 
will bring live Opossums for you to meet. Spon-
sored by Friends of the Library.

Children’s Lunch & Story Time – June 19& 
26, 12 pm - Join Ms. Lida for stories, songs, and 
a take home craft while enjoying your lunch!   
Bring your picnic blanket!

Messy Art – June 20th 10:15am – Come and 
explore a variety of art mediums. Ages 0-5. 

Dissect Owl Pellets – June 20th – 2pm – Did 
you know that owls cannot digest bones? Let’s 
figure out what animals the owls eat. Ages 5+. 
Registration is required. Sponsored by Friends 
of the Library.

Make a Musical Instrument – June 21, 12-
2pm – Create your own musical instrument 
from recycled materials, then you can join in 
with the town on Make Music Day. Ages 3-12.

Crafternoon – June 24, 1-3 pm – Come and 
create art! There will be a variety of items avail-
able to use. Ages 4-12.

Paint a Pot – June 25, 11 am – Each person 
will get their own mini pot to decorate however 
they wish. Ages 4-12. Registration is required. 

Parks and Recreation News
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following programs. For full program descrip-
tions and to register, visit hebronct.recdesk.com 
or call 860-530-1281.

Woodland Yoga: Woodland Yoga is a unique 
experience that allows you to connect with nature 
and rejuvenate your mind, body, and soul. Sur-
rounded by natural beauty, you will be guided 
through gentle yoga postures, breath-work, and 
guided meditation designed to ground you and 
awaken your senses. This class is suitable for all 
levels of experience. Thursday, June 13 from 6:00-
7:15pm. Grayville Falls Town Park. $18.

Outdoor Sound Healing: Join The Calming 
Corner at Grayville Falls Town Park for a pow-
erful mindfulness experience that combines dif-
ferent healing sounds, music, and special sound 
instruments. Enjoy the outdoors while immersing 
yourself in vibrations that will take you into a deep 
meditative state. “Creation begins with vibration 
and sound.” Deep relaxation, improved focus, ac-
celerated healing, pain management, enhanced 
mood, stress reduction, lowered blood pressure, 
and more. Saturdays, June 8-July 13. 1:00-2:30pm. 
Grayville Falls Town Park. Want to try out a ses-
sion without committing to each day? Not a prob-
lem, register only for the days you wish to attend! 
Register for the first session, and if you like, feel 
free to register for other days. $40 per session. 

The Hebron Community Theater will be hold-
ing auditions for Shakespeare in the Park: A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream. This adaptation is perfect 
for beginners or seasoned actors. Auditions will 
be held June 10 and 11 at the Hebron Parks and 
Recreation Office from 6-8pm. Registration is 
open for auditions and stage crew. 16+

RHAM Softball Camp: “Softball is for every-
one, fastpitch is for athletes.” Come and join us in 
learning fastpitch softball from coach Raymond 
Bell! Learn the fundamentals of the sport and 
build your skills as well as play games during this 
four-day softball camp. **Camp t-shirt provided! 
** July 29-August 1. 9:00 am-12:00pm. RHAM 
Softball Field. $100.

NEOS Basketball Camp: Hosted by New Eng-

land Officiating Services and Development, this 
camp will have a heavy emphasis on skills training 
and development. There will be daily league play 
for seeding in the March Madness tournament 
with contests on the last day. NEOS camp will also 
cover all aspects of the basketball industry and 
supply a unique view of all the opportunities the 
game of basketball has to offer both on and off the 
court. The staff of NEOS has over 30 years of ex-
perience in all facets of basketball from coaching, 
playing, and officiating. August 12-16, 9:00 am-
3:00pm. RHAM High School Gym. $200.

Basketball Scrimmage Camp: Join coach Lee 
McPeck for a four-day Basketball Scrimmage 
Camp. Each day will include a warmup as well as 
mini fundamental lessons. Then, spend the rest 
of the day playing scrimmage games. These will 
be full court games with fouls called and in-game 
instruction. To add to the fun there will be a daily 
half-court contest to win a free basketball. All bas-
ketball skill and ability levels are welcome. Grades 
6-9. Boys Session 1: July 8-12, 9:30am-12:30pm 
(no session Wednesday). Boys Session 2: July 
22-26, 9:30-12:30 (no session Wednesday). Girls 
Session: August 5-8, 9:30 am-12:30 pm. Hebron 
Elementary School, Main Gym. $119.

30+ Basketball Summer Session: Drop-in 
games and friendly competition for all skill lev-
els ages 30 and over.  Tuesdays, 6/18-8/20, RHAM 
Middle School Gym, 7pm-9pm. $20 for the ses-
sion or drop-in Cost $3 (cash only) each visit. 
Drop ins must register online and pay at the door 
each night they attend.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Life Group: Meets the first and third Wednes-
day of every month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Sw-
ensons’ home in Columbia, for worship, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship.

Journey Group: For high schooler youth!   
The mission of the Journey Group is to support 
the youth of Hebron and surrounding towns in 
their spiritual development. Let’s walk through 
the awesome journey of discovering and know-
ing Christ together! For grades 6-12.  Meets ev-
ery other Sunday directly after the service dur-
ing the school year. Lunch Provided! Upcoming 
meeting: June 16

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship: Typi-
cally held the first Friday of each month from 
6-9 p.m. at the church. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit holyfamilyhebron.org for 
more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-0096. Church of the Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd.

Church Collecting for Homeless Shelter: 
The Church of the Holy Family collects items 
for the Windham Region No Freeze Hospitality 
Center, which provides assistance to homeless 
adults. The needs listed below are very specific 
due to limited storage space and the center’s 
new hours of operation: Open 24/7, 365 days/
year. We cannot accept clothing donations other 
than items 7 & 8. (1) Paper Towel & Toilet Paper 

(always needed; supplies run low quickly), (2) 
4-gallon trash bags for bathrooms & 13-gallon 
(kitchen size) trash bags, (3) Insect repellent 
(Wipes preferred but spray OK); Sunscreen; and 
Q-Tips, (4) Men’s & Women’s Deodorant and 
Razors, (5) Men’s & Women’s Flip-flops (Used as 
shower shoes; Sizes M, L, XL), (6) Dryer sheets 
& Bleach, (7) Men’s & Women’s crew & quarter 
socks, (8) Men’s boxer briefs & Women’s briefs 
or “Boy Shorts” (M, L, XL, 2XL), (9) Disinfec-
tant hand soap & Refill bottles, (10) $15 Stop & 
Shop gift cards for gas & $25 Walmart gift cards 
for client emergencies

Place donations of goods in the designated 
collection box next to the Church’s Cry Room. 
Place large quantities of donations in the Cry 
Room. For more information, call Monica or 
John McKerracher at 860-228-4211.

AHM Golf Tournament
AHM’s 21st Annual Charity Golf Tourna-

ment will be held on July 19. This event benefits 
the mental health, drug prevention, and youth 
& family services AHM provides for local chil-
dren, teens, young adults, families, and seniors. 
With the support of businesses, organizations, 
and people like you, AHM is able to achieve 
our fundraising goals and continue to support 
our community. Visit https://ahmyouth.org/
fundraisers-events/charity-golf-tournament/ to 
register your foursome and learn about spon-
sorship opportunities.

TTCP News & Notes
The Town Center Project (TTCP) has an-

nounced the following items of interest. For 
more information, visit thetowncenterproject.
org, look for the organization on Facebook at 
facebook.com/towncenterprojectinc, or email 
ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org.  

Calling All Musicians – Make Music Day 
Hebron: Make Music Day is an international 
event dedicated to the celebration of music. This 
year’s festivities will be held Friday, June 21. All 
levels of musicians are welcome, and all genres. 
TTCP is looking to line Main Street, bringing 
back the “Mile of Music.” Sign up online to par-
ticipate in the event.
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Fireside Supply, Inc.
33B East St., Hebron

• Garage Doors & Openers, Sales, Service
• Metal Carports & Buildings
• Harman Pellet Stoves
• Vermont Casting, Hearthstone,
 Hampton & Regency Wood Stoves
• Ultra & Super Premium Softwood Pellets
• BioBricks – XL & regular
• Palletized Firewood Our 31st Year!!!

860-228-1383 M-F 9-5
SAT. 10-2

30% 
Federal 

Tax 
Credit 

(must qualify)

Discounts for cash & 
carry appliance sales

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information 
and full program descriptions, and to register, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs. The senior 
center newsletter is online at hebronct.com/se-
niorcenter. 

Free Lunch & Learn, Tuesday, June 18th at 
Noon.  Join us for a free lunch and learn. State-
wide Legal Services of Connecticut presents 
Protecting Our Seniors from Scams. Lunch is 
a choice of a deli sandwich (turkey or ham), 
chips, cookie, and water. Must pre-register by 
Friday, June 14th at Noon, 860-228-1700.   

Wanted:  Sunshine Singers on Thursday 
mornings from 10:15am to 11:45am. The Sun-
shine Singers welcome any and all who enjoy 
singing and would love to share their talents 
with others. Join the Sunshine Singers who are 
a group who love to sing. This is a free program, 
but pre-registration is required if it’s the first 
time attending class.  Please call 860-228-1700.

Bus Trip—Lunch at Marker 37 & Shopping 
at Goodspeed Station Country Store Thursday, 
June 20: Bus leaves at 10:30 am and will return 
approximately 3:30 pm.  Lunch will be at Mark-
er 37 in Chester, CT.   Enjoy Modern American 
Cuisine from their beautiful newly built river-
side restaurant inside Chester Point Marina. 
A great way to spend the first day of summer.  
After lunch we’ll head up “old Rte. 9” and stop 
at Goodspeed’s Country Store in Haddam, CT 
for a little shopping, which is also along the 
Connecticut River and next to the historic East 
Haddam swing bridge. Transportation is $5 and 
lunch is on your own. Space is limited to sign-
up call 860-228-1700.

Dedicated Transportation Line: We are 
happy to announce we now have a dedicated 
transportation line. When you call this number 
it will go directly to transportation. If a live per-
son is not available to answer at that moment, 
please leave a message as you always have. The 
new TRANSPORTATION PHONE LINE IS 
860-228-5977. We ask EVERYONE who has 

anything related to transportation, to now call 
THIS number 860-228-5977.  Thank you

Mindful Meditation: Monday’s starting at 
11:25 a.m. The class is free. Mindful meditation 
is a mental training practice that teaches you 
to slow down racing thoughts, let go of nega-
tivity, and calm both your mind and body. Led 
by Mandy Roczniak who has been practicing 
mindful meditation for 17 years. To register call 
860-228-1700.

Congregate Meals: Congregate meals will 
again be available Monday through Thursday.  
Meals are served at noon and with a suggested 
donation of $3.  The updated menu is avail-
able on the Senior Center page website, he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center/.  
You must sign up by 9:30am the day before or 
9:30am on Friday for Mondays, 860-228-1700. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is 
required by Thursday at 10 a.m. June 7th Stop 
and Shop, June 14th Walmart/Aldis, June 21st 
Big Y. Pick-ups will go back to spring/summer-
time and begin at the general time of 9:00am 
based on where pick-ups will be— To sign up, 
please call 860-228-1700.

Christ Lutheran News & Notes
All are invited to worship at Christ Luther-

an Church (LCMS), located at 330 Church St., 
Amston, on Sundays at 9 a.m. Sunday School is 
offered during the service. People who are un-
able to attend in person can join online at www.
facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Sunday Fellowship/Coffee Hour: 10 a.m., 
after the morning service. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: 10:15 a.m.
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): The 

center offers childcare, preschool and before/
after school in a Christian environment. The 

center is open to all children regardless of faith. 
Immediate openings are available for children. 
Summer camp is offered for children also. For 
more information, call center director Jennifer 
Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application forms are 
available at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Holds regular food pantry days to distribute 
food staples, household and hygiene items as 
well as Bibles and prayers.  For more informa-
tion about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call 860-228-1152. 

St. Peter’s Tag Sale
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a huge 

tag sale on Friday, June 7th and Saturday, June 
8th from 9 – 3 each day.

  There will be a  variety  of  items:  tools,  ho
usehold  items,  linens,  small  furniture, jewelr
y,  children›s  toys,  decorative  items,  antiques, 
kitchen  items,  glassware,  and  more!  Perennia
l  plants  from  the  gardens  of  parishioners  wil
l also be available as well as a limited number of 
parishioner-created crafts. There is something 
for everyone!

A simple breakfast of donuts, bagels, and cof-
fee will be available on both days.

On  both  days,  the  luncheon  served  will  in-
clude egg salad, tuna, pulled pork and kielbasa 
and sauerkraut sandwiches as well as hot dogs, 
chips and a drink.

 As part of the St. Peter’s outreach program, a 
portion of the sales will be donated to the Co-
lumbia Food Bank.

 The church is located at 30 Church St. (Rt. 
85) in Hebron. For more information, please 
contact the church office at 860-228-3244 or 
visit the church website at  www.StPetersH-
ebron.com.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., holds two services of Holy Commu-
nion each Sunday: Rite 1 (no music), 8 a.m.; Rite 
2 (with hymns and choir), 10 a.m. Priest is the 
Rev. Ron Kolanowski. 

Meetings and Events: Balance Class, Mon-
days, 10-11 a.m., $5; Cub Scouts, Mondays, 5:30 
p.m.; Buildings and Grounds Committee, first 
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.; Virtual Coffee Hours, Wednes-

days at 10 a.m.; Boy Scouts, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; 
Vestry, third Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Building Net-
works International, Fridays, 7:30 a.m.

Outreach: Food Donations: Items for various 
local food pantries can be placed in the brown 
donation box outside Phelps Hall. 

For more information, visit stpetershebron.
com, search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook, 
or email office@stpetershebron.com.

‘Bittersweet’ Ending to Classic Hebron Store
By Michael Sinkewicz

After nearly 50 years in business, Colonial 
Country Store is closing its doors.

While an exact end date hasn’t been an-
nounced, owner Susan Young expects to offi-
cially adjourn her tenure in the Hebron Village 
Shoppes Plaza — located at 127 Main Street — 
later this month after 47 years of selling furni-
ture and other accessories.

“It’s bittersweet,” acknowledged Young, who 
also owns the plaza along with her siblings. 
“This is the right time.”

There’s still time to stop by the store to make 
one last purchase, and nearly everything is on 
sale; most products are discounted by 30%, with 
some items even closer to 40% off.

For Young, 72, her attention will immediately 
shift to four grandchildren. But for now, she 
thanked the residents who visited her store — 
some on a weekly basis.

“I’m very grateful to the Hebron community,” 
Young conveyed, adding that she “loves all the 
people” in town, but patrons would also make 
the trek from neighboring states. Those custom-

ers, Young speculated, probably traveled from 
Massachusetts or Rhode Island because of Co-
lonial Country’s “charm.”

“Most of the people know me,” she expressed, 
explaining how recently one woman asked for 
an autograph, and she excitedly signed her pur-
chased item. Young fondly recalled how the loy-
al customer proclaimed, “I want to remember 
you and this store.”

Creating a welcoming and fun environment 
was always one of Young’s goals. Accordingly, 
anyone who entered her piece of the plaza was 
always in a good mood.

“Everybody that comes in here is happy,” she 
joked. “Even the men who don’t like to shop, we 
can get them happy.”

Of course, longevity could only be achieved if 
the community embraced the merchandise, and 
Young believed people would continue to come 
back if you showed them good value.

“They know I run the lowest price to be in 
business basically,” she explained, adding that 
recently, the economics of operating her store 

were no longer sustainable. The price of main-
taining the inventory she required wasn’t viable. 
“I guess I could buy cheaper stuff, but I don’t 
want to.”

In July 2022, a devastating fire shut down 
most of the plaza, and last summer — one year 
after a painstaking restoration process — all 
of the businesses were once again operational. 
One by one, each store opened its doors, and 
Colonial Country — which was spared from the 
worst of the damage — was able to reopen rela-
tively quickly in January 2023.

But even before the fire, Young was beginning 
to contemplate retirement following a decline in 
foot traffic. 

“When we opened after the fire, we gave it a 
year,” she recalled.

Additionally, COVID-19 also appeared to 
impact how some residents engaged with the lo-
cal marketplace. Young conveyed how groups of 
ladies used to shop around town during lunch-
time, a leisurely endeavor that’s much rarer now.

“Since the pandemic, that kind of stopped,” 
she said.

Young originally launched the business along 
with her mother. Young’s father, who owned the 
plaza, suggested that she open a small gift shop 
and outfit the store with inventory from another 
business in Massachusetts, owned by a family 
friend. Her father urged her to pick out items 
she liked and continue building from that point.

“It snowballed from there,” Young recalled.
At the time, she was a teacher, and the initial 

plan was to have Young’s mother run the new 
store during the week, and she’d takeover on the 
weekends. Her father later extended the build-
ing, giving them much more space.

Did Young ever envision a 50-year business 
venture?

She explained that her mother worked at the 
store into her 70s. “She said you’ll never work 
until the age I am,” Young joked. “Here I am 
working.”

Annual Classic Golf Tournament
The Annual Chorale Golf Classic will be 

held on Monday, June 24 at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron.  Registration is at 9:00 a.m. 
with a 10:00 Shotgun start.

The Hartford Chorale is the primary sym-
phonic chorus serving the Greater Hartford 
community. The Chorale provides experienced, 
talented singers and college interns with the op-

portunity to study and perform at a professional 
level of musicianship.  Our annual tournament 
is an end of season celebration and fundraiser.

There are many ways to participate in our golf 
event.  Play golf, become a sponsor, bid on-line 
in our auction.   For more information visit our 
website: golf@hartfordchorale.org.  Golfers may 
also sign up on the Blackledge CC website.

860-228-9928
Village Shoppes
Route 66, Hebron, CT

Going Out 
Of Business 

Sale!
30% OFF
Entire Store!

RE6-7-24
OPEN TUES - SAT 10AM-5PM

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 6/30/24
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Where in the World
is the Rivereast?

Hey! Are you taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Bring the 
Rivereast along with you, snap a picture with it, and email the 
photo and your address to bulletin@glcitizen.com. 

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Rivereast Bolts to Bermuda...Miles and Evan Burdick, brothers from Portland, visited 
Horseshoe Bay in Bermuda and brough along some reading material.

Rivereast Pilgrimage...Mary Ann Wall  of East Hampton and Jeanne Bishop of 
Portland went to Zakopane Poland on a Pilgrimage. They were entertained by Simon 
and his band at Hotel Redyk.

Rivereast Boarding...The Cerreta family from East Hampton visited “Connie” at 
the TWA Hotel at JFK Airport and brought along some local flare.

Castle Cover...Tom and Peggy Krempecki of Colchester brought their favorite tabloid 
to the Windsor Castle in England.
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and always tried to think ahead, avoiding any 
unforeseen scheduling conflicts.

Her parents helped prevent her from becom-
ing too stressed, and she credited her favorite 
teachers: Patricia Dorman, Shaun Keane and 
Alexa Mitchell.

Understandably, the reality that high school 
life is coming to a close has sunk in, generat-
ing a bittersweet feeling. While Brysgel will miss 
seeing her friends on a daily basis, she’s “excited 
to move on to the next chapter and experience 
beyond that.”

In the fall, she will attend the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst to study animal science 
on a pre-vet track. Afterwards, she’ll enter vet-
erinarian school to fulfill her lifelong dream.

As she grew up in England and was constant-
ly traveling, Brysgel recalled seeing numerous 
stray dogs.

“I’d go up and pet every single one,” she ex-
pressed. “I’ve just always loved animals. I’ve 
been telling people since I was seven that I was 
going to be a vet.”

McLaughlin interjected that Brysgel even 
wrote in their sixth-grade yearbook that her fu-
ture goal was to become a veterinarian.

Brysgel took a number of Advanced Place-
ment courses, which helped advance her educa-
tion. But she highlighted one specific class that 
was not technically offered through RHAM, 
which aided her career path. Because the school 
provides VHS classes, which essentially allow 
students to take online instruction, Brysgel was 
able to enroll in an animal behavior and zool-
ogy course — something directly related to 
her intended college major that she otherwise 
wouldn’t have access to.

“The fact that RHAM offered that is just 
amazing,” she asserted.

Through the RHAM curriculum, clubs and 
sports teams, Brysgel concluded that RHAM 
“taught me how much hard work pays off and 
the amount of effort you put into something will 
pay off.”

The Salutatorian
“For me, it was really just doing my best and 

I didn’t care about any award that came with it,” 

said McLaughlin, explaining that her speech 
during the graduation ceremony would aim to 
recognize the entire class of 2024. “As hard as 
we’ve worked, there are so many other people 
who have worked the same in school, or in 
sports, and they deserve as much recognition 
too. So I’m glad I can be that liaison for our 
class.” 

McLaughlin also boasts an impressive menu 
of clubs and hobbies, notably four years of vol-
leyball, which included an all-conference ap-
pointment. She also played basketball and ten-
nis during her high school career.

Additionally, she participated in DECA, tu-
toring, and was president of the National Hon-
ors Society.

What was her secret to success?
“It’s all about balance,” McLaughlin explained. 

“It’s great to work really hard at school and it’s 
great to put everything into sports, but you have 
to find that balance.”

RHAM’s salutatorian emphasized the need to 
shift focus away from schoolwork when it was 
appropriate and embrace friendships. Those 
snapshots she said, would serve as the souvenirs 
from her time roaming the campus halls.

“In reality in five years, it’s going to matter a 
lot more about the memories than a sash,” she 
said. “It’s a great accomplishment, but I made 
sure I was getting a lot more out of high school 
than just that academic experience.”

Her volleyball teammates, for example, were 
the “best group of girls,” and surrounding her-
self with hardworking individuals likely con-
tributed to her overall development at RHAM.

“It was amazing,” she recalled.
McLaughlin expressed that she would be 

“forever grateful” to her parents and siblings 
“for always being there for me.”

She also pointed to the influence of her Span-
ish teacher, Mary Rametta, and the school’s 
foreign exchange program, which allowed 
McLaughlin to embark on the “the best experi-
ence of my life.”  

In the fall of 2022, a student from Spain 
came and lived with McLaughlin for nearly two 
weeks, and likewise during the following spring 
semester, she traveled overseas to spend time 

with her new exchange family.
“I have such a close relationship with them,” 

she conveyed. “I still text them, they text me on 
my birthday.”

Besides expanding her language skills — a 
worthwhile endeavor in itself — the trip showed 
McLaughlin the “power of immersive learning.” 
It also inspired her to continue pursuing her 
passion for Spanish. This fall, she will attend 
Clemson University and pursue a double major 
of finance and Spanish. For now, she’s eyeing a 
similar profession as her aunt, who does wealth 
management in Latin American countries.

Initially, Clemson was not on McLaughlin’s 
radar. But after visiting her perceived “dream 
school,” she pivoted and decided to become a 
tiger.

“I’m a big ‘trust my gut’ person,” she said. “I 
believe in signs from the universe, and I kept 

seeing people in Clemson sweatshirts, and 
stickers on cars and orange and purple every-
thing. And I was like, this is Connecticut, this 
is a little weird.”

Although she’s joining a massive school, 
McLaughlin identified a tight-knit community. 

“I felt like they saw me,” she asserted.
McLaughlin is undoubtedly plunging into an 

entirely new environment that is roughly 900 
miles away from her current school headquar-
ters. However, she explained that each gradu-
ating senior is prepared to enter a new phase 
beyond RHAM, whether it’s trade school or im-
mediately jumping into the workforce.

“I’m so excited for the next chapter,” she said. 
“I think there’s so many more opportunities that 
are going to be offered that I know we and ev-
erybody else in our grade is going to take advan-
tage of and really make the most of.”

Seniors Taryn Brysgel and Marina McLaughlin, RHAM High School’s valedictorian 
and salutatorian, have a friendship that goes beyond grade point averages.   
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Standout Athletes of the Week

Portland High School senior Noah 
Decker won a state title in the javelin at 
the Class S State Championship in New 
Britain. 

By Josh Howard
As another high school sports season reaches 

the eleventh hour, here is a look at the recent 
standout athletes:

Noah Decker - Portland High School (Track 
& Field): Decker destroyed the competition at 
the Class S State Championship at Willowbrook 
Park in New Britain on May 29. Decker, a senior, 
won the javelin with a throw of 154’ 9” — 10 feet 
longer than the runner-up Sae’Vion Melendez 
of St. Bernard. 

Decker was part of a slew of top-five finishes 
from the Highlanders, who also got second and 
third place finishes from Sam LaMalfa in the 
400 meters and 200 meters, respectively. Kylon 
Martinez placed fifth in the triple jump.

On the girls’ side, the 4x800 relay of Lily Ta-
bellione, Cristina Austin, Ariana Hettrick-Rive-
ra, and Meghan McPhee placed second. Tabell-
lione (1600 meters) and McPhee (800 meters) 
each had individual fourth place finishes, while 
Austin placed fifth in the 400 meters.

Luke Stennett - Portland High School 
(Golf): Stennett finished atop the leaderboard 
for the fourth straight season at the state divi-
sional championships, winning the Division III 
state title after shooting a one-under (71) at the 
Tallwood Country Club in Hebron on June 3. 
Stennett, a senior and University of Rhode Is-
land commit, shot birdie on five holes to hold 
off East Windsor’s Ryan Willey and East Catho-
lic’s Adam Eskin — who tied for second after 
shooting a 73. 

Fellow senior Quinn Lapinski (a Merrimack 
College commit) placed fourth individual after 
shooting a 75 as the Highlanders placed second 
overall as a team, finishing ahead of 15 other 
teams and behind only the champions from 
East Catholic.  

Evan LoPresti - East Hampton High School 
(Track & Field): LoPresti finished as the run-
ner-up in the 1600 meters at the Class S state 
championship at Veterans Stadium in New Brit-
ain on May 28. LoPresti, a junior, ran a 4:23.22 
–– placing behind only Parker Cook of Old Say-
brook and ahead of 19 other competitors. 

The Bellringers 4x100 relay team of Aidan 
Maiorino, Declan Russell, Matthew Dickinson, 
and Alex Rivard-Lentz also earned a spot of the 
podium with a third-place finish. Rivard-Lentz 
(800 meters), Bryson Milton (javelin), and Bri-
an Collisson (pole vault) each placed fifth in 

their respective events.  
Chelsea Woods - East Hampton High 

School (Golf): Woods placed seventh at the 
Shoreline Conference Championships, shoot-
ing an 81 at Stanley Golf Course in New Britain 
on May 21. Woods, a senior, shot a birdie on the 
ninth hole and shot par on nine other holes to 
wrap up for solid day on the course as the Bell-
ringers placed fifth overall as a team, shooting a 
combined 348.

Andrew Fenton finished 23rd (87), Jacob 
Woods and Chase Palmer tied for 28th (90), and 
Colin Neary placed 30th (92).      

Samantha D’Atri - Bacon Academy (Soft-
ball): D’Atri was outstanding from the mound 
as the Bobcats upset Watertown, 2-1, in the 
quarterfinals of the Class M state tournament on 
May 31. D’Atri, a senior, pitched a three-hitter 
over seven innings, striking out four as the No. 
8-seed Bobcats shocked the top-seeded War-
riors to reach the state semifinals. Both Bobcats 
runs came in the opening frame as Natalia Ver-
nali tripled with two outs in the top of the first 
inning, scoring Reina Hill and Jazlyn Small-Yu 
for what proved to be the winning-RBIs. 

Four days later, Bacon Academy’s tourney 
journey came to an end in the semifinals where 
they lost to Sheehan 9-2.  

Liam Sweeney - Bacon Academy (Track & 
Field): Sweeney won a state title in the discus 
at the Class M state championships at Veterans 
Stadium in New Britain on May 28. Sweeney, 
a sophomore, blew away the competition by 
covering a distance of 159’0”, eight feet longer 
than the runner-up (Enzo Valenti of Montville). 
Sweeney also placed fifth in the shot put and 
was one of five Bobcats with individual top-five 
finishes at the state meet. 

Ashleen Walsh placed second in girls discus, 
Weston Dzwonchyk placed third in boys high 
jump, Joshua Fenton placed fourth in the boys 
pole vault, and Jessica-Willow Harris placed 
fifth in the girls pole vault. The boys 4x400 relay 
of Kaden Treat, Ethan Fleurose, Douglas How-
ard and Aaron Fidrych also placed fourth, as did 
the girls 4x800 of Skyelyn Schoen-Rene, Emma 
Cote, Avery Anderson and Lorelei Romasanta. 

Garrett Levesque - RHAM High School (La-
crosse): Levesque won 12 of 15 faceoffs, allow-
ing the Raptors to dominate time of possession 
during a 14-4 victory over E.O. Smith in the sec-
ond round of the Class M state tournament on 

May 29. Levesque winning 80 % of his faceoff 
allowed the team’s offense to cook as James Ce-
lio tallied four games and an assist, while Ben 
Zigmund scored three goals and had a pair of 
helpers. Luke Auteri and Josh Weers also netted 
two goals apiece. Thomas Packer made seven 
saves in net. 

Two days later, RHAM fell to Brookfield in 
round two, ending a season in which the Rap-
tors won a total on 16 games and a captured a 
conference championship. 

Fayz Baig - RHAM High School (Baseball): 
Baig was solid from the mound, striking out six 
over six innings to earn the win as the Raptors 
defeated Brookfield, 3-1, in the Class L quarter-
finals on June 1. Baig, a junior, allowed just four 
hits and one run, before giving way to reliever 
Nolan Plourde, who pitched the final inning to 
earn the save. 

The Raptors broke a scoreless tie in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning when Joey Dronzank 
doubled on a line drive to center, driving home 
Daniel Chomick. In the following innings, Sean 
Connolly scored to make it 2-0 before Joey Tyler 
singled to drive home Camden McPeck.  

Three days later, the No. 3-seeded Raptors 
knocked off the second-seeded Daniel Hand 
Tigers 7-1 in the semifinals to reach the state 
championship for the second time in program 
history. RHAM will play top-seed Woodstock 
Academy in the Class L state title game at Palm-
er Field in Middletown on Saturday, June 8. 
First pitch is at 7 p.m.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all ages to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. The service also streams 
live on the church’s Facebook page (First Con-
gregational Church, Andover, CT). For more 
information, call the church office at 860-742-
7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.com or 
visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 10:00 
am. We are a welcoming church, and all are 
welcome.

Children’s Church: Sunday School is pro-
vided

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 9-9:30 
a.m.; the senior food pantry is open the oppo-
site Wednesdays, also from 9-9:30 a.m. 

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, June 8th Plant Sale 9AM-2PM
Friday, June 21st Bingo and Baskets. Dinner 

5:30 PM. Game 6:30 PM $12.00 per person in-
cludes dinner and game.
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Dick’s Barber Shop
Open Wed & Fri 12-5pm

89 Main St., East Hampton
860-267-9189 or 860-754-4709

RE6-9-23

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
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Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register at 
myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit the senior center online at www.easthamp-
tonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center.

Senior Resources offers meals at the East 
Hampton Senior Community café. Meals are 
offered five days a week, M-F. Please call the 
Center to reserve your meal or sign up online 
through MyActiveCenter.com. The Eligibility 
requirement is one must be age 60+. Reserva-
tions for the next day’s meal must be made be-
fore 11:00am the day before.

Meals are funded through the Federal Title 
III grant, Elderly Nutrition Program. The meals 
are free, but a $3.00 donation is requested to 
help cover costs the grant does not. No one 
registered will be denied a meal due to lack of 
a donation.

Weekly Activities: Quilting Group- Monday’s 
at 9:00am Quilter’s bring their own projects 
and use each other’s talents to use as a guide, 
as needed. New members are welcome! Pre-
registration required. Mexican Train Domi-
noes- Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. New members 
welcome but you must pre-register. Bible Study- 
Tuesday’s at 1:00pm. This non-denominational 
group shares and studies scripture Pre-registra-
tion required. BINGO- Tuesdays from 1:00pm 
to 3:00pm. In person and Zoom Pre-registra-
tion required. Wii Bowling - Begins again on 
Wednesdays starting June 5 at 11 a.m. Please 
Register at the Senior Center. Yoga with Kitch 
– Wednesday at 1 p.m. Stretch your limbs and 
build energy with this gentle session of chair 
yoga. Current session full at this time. Writing 
Our Lives to Open Our Hearts- Two groups, 
Thursdays, 10-11:am, or every other Thursday 
11:15am-12:15pm. Lead by our very own, Eliza-
beth Thomas! If you would like to sharpen your 
pencil and your brain with creative writing, this 
is the opportunity for you. Pre-registration re-
quired. Setback- Mondays at 1-3pm & Thurs-
days at 1-3 pm, in person. Pre-registration is 
required. Please call in advance. Please note the 
new time for card playing is 1 p.m. Meditations 
and Reflections – Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. As a 
group, practice the art of meditation and then 
reflect on the experience together. Led by a vol-
unteer from the Senior Center. Please register 
in advance. Textile Group- Fridays at 1:00pm. 
This group brings in their own quilting, knitting 
or crochet projects. Pre-registration required. 
Cribbage - Friday mornings, 9:30-11am. Let 
us know if you are able to join us, in advance 
please. Myactivecenter.com or register at the 
front desk. Mahjong- Fridays, 10-12 noon, in 
person. New members welcome, with some ex-

perience. Pre-registration required. Call if you 
are interested in putting your name on a list to 
learn how to play. 

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: There 
are two groups; one meets Thursdays, 10-11 
a.m., and one meets every other Thursday, 11:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Groups meet in-person.

Wonderfully Wicked Women’s Group 
(WWW): Meets the first and third Mondays of 
each month, at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group (MMM): 
Meets the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 10:30 a.m. This is an opportunity to 
meet others and share resources.

Design and Create a Mosaic Flower Pot:  
Thursday, June 6 at 1:30 p.m. Just in time for 
summer flowers! This interactive craft class is a 
fun way to create with instructor Cindy. Please 
register in advance.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Monday June 10, 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP 
members or $25. Payment in exact cash or 
check due at the class. Please register in advance 
at the Senior Center.

Self Defense Information Session: Tuesday, 
June 11 at 10 a.m. East Hampton Police Depart-
ment will be putting on a workshop focusing on 
elder abuse and self-protection for seniors in 
our community featuring a presentation on El-
der Abuse, Common Scams Targeting Seniors, 
Situational Awareness, and Basic Self Defense 
Skills. After the presentation there will be an 
optional hands-on self-defense class going over 
basic escapes and maneuvers to keep yourself 
safe. Please register at the Senior Center.

Blood Pressure Screenings: Monday, June 17 
at 12:30 p.m. No appointment needed, drop-ins 
welcome.

Nature is All Around Us: Wednesday, June 19 
at 11 a.m. Join Naturalist Lynn Kochiss for an 
informative talk on Bearwise techniques. Please 
sign up at the Senior Center.

Trips: Picnic on Laurel Island: Monday, July 
29 leaving at 11 a.m. Enjoy a day at Laurel Island 
on Lake Pocotopaug. Bring your own lunch and 
we will supply dessert! Transportation from Se-
nior Center by bus at 11 a.m. to the boat shuttle 
with host Jack Solomon. Donation of $4 for the 
bus ride suggested. Please register at the Senior 
Center.

Volunteer Shopping: The center has a pro-
gram where a volunteer will shop for you. 
Call in your list to 860-267-4426 or email it to 
khemphill@easthamptonct.gov. The shopper 
will call you before the drop-off to let you know 
the cost of the groceries. You can write out a 
check for the amount, payable to the Town of 
East Hampton. The volunteer will drop off the 
groceries at your door and pick up the check in 
a prearranged designated spot.

Congregational Church News & Notes
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, UCC, located at 59 Main St., is open for 
services with the Rev. Amie McCarthy every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. All services can also be ac-
cessed via Zoom by going to cc-eh.org. 

Church school classes meet every Sunday.
The Yarners meet every Thursday from 10:30 

a.m.-noon in the Fellowship Hall. All knitters 

and crocheters are welcome.
Choir meets every Thursday from 7-8:30 p.m. 

All voices are welcome.
For more information about CCEH and its 

activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church office 
at 860-267-4959 during office hours: Monday 
and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Ambulance News
In the month of April, East Hampton Ambu-

lance responded to 108 incidents. 6 incidents 
went to mutual aid (2 of which our ambulance 
was already on a call). 

Response Times (Time of Dispatch to on-
scene) were 08:13 mins for East Hampton, and 
08:13 mins for all calls, including other towns.

On May 18, members of East Hampton Am-
bulance participated  in a disaster drill held at 

Bradley Airport. This training is held once every 
three years and provides EMS personnel with an 
opportunity to participate in patient care, triage, 
and transportation. 

As of May 20, East Hampton Ambulance 
responded to 444 calls for service with 82% of 
calls resulting in patient transport, compared to 
421 calls last year. 

Concert Series
The 25th annual Joseph N. Goff House Gazebo 

Concert Series will be held at the Center School 
Gazebo in the Village Center on Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. starting June 20th with the Frank Sina-
tra tribute band “Sounds of Frank”. Bring a chair 
or blanket. Picnics and pets are welcome. 

Concerts continue until June 27 with Fla-
mingo, performing Big Band; July 18, Goza, 
performing Latin Jazz, July 25, Bebobaloubob, 

performing classic soul and rock, Aug. 1, Big 
Deal Rock performing classic hits from 70s to 
90s, Aug 8, Broken Roads performing country. 

Goffhouseehct.blogspot.com for information. 
Tax deductible donations to the concert se-

ries welcome and can be mailed to Josep N Goff 
House Museum, PO Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Make checks to The Joseph N. Goff 
House Inc. 

Essay Excellence…Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Auxiliary 5095 proudly announced the 
2023-2024 Patriot’s Pen Essay winner at the Middle School’s May 24th Memorial Remem-
brance Ceremony. (pictured, from left) Laura Allen, Frank Roche, Arianna Blancato, 
Jessica Blancato, and Judith Barnes.

Get ready to roll out the red carpet because 
East Hampton’s biggest event of the year is 
back, and it’s shining brighter than ever. Old 
Home Days 2024 is set to take place on July 
11 - 13 and this year, it’s bringing all the glitz 
and glamour of Hollywood. With the theme 
“Hooray for Hollywood”, attendees can expect 
three days of Carnival Thrills, Musical Chills, 
Local Flavor, Crafty Delights, Rails to Trails 
5K, Nightly Bicycle Giveaway, Community 
Support, Raffle with 17 great prizes and Hol-
lywood Themed Parade. 

We’ve now begun planning for our 44th year 
of providing residents of East Hampton and 
surrounding towns with over $75,000 worth 
of free entertainment. The Old Home Day As-

sociation is not financially supported by the 
town, state, or any other organization. We 
are again asking for help from the people and 
businesses of East Hampton. Without your 
support we would not be able to bring this 
event to the community year after year. Please 
remember every dollar goes directly into Old 
Home Day activities-nowhere else! Donate 
online at EHOHD.ORG or mail a check to: 
East Hampton Old Home Day PO Box 213, 
East Hampton, CT 06424 . For more informa-
tion on becoming a sponsor or to stay up-to-
date with the latest news, visit www.EHOHD.
org and follow us on Facebook (East Hampton 
Old Home Days) for all the behind-the-scenes 
action. Contact John Tuttle at 860-558-0890.

Sears Park Boat Launch Operations
In an effort to stop the spread of invasive 

plants and organisms in Lake Pocotopaug, all 
boats, trailers and other watercrafts that are be-
ing launched at Sears Park will be inspected. 
If boats etc. need washing, they will be asked 
to get them washed at the local car wash or at 
home before coming back to the park. There is 
a state fine of $95 if someone brings a craft with 

an invasive and launches it into the lake. Sears 
Park is a resident-only boat launch and resi-
dents are reminded that boat launch passes are 
available at the Town Hall or the Library for the 
2024 season.  The fee is $50 and boat and vehicle 
registration is required.  Boat launch passes are 
required for all vessels launching though Sears 
Park. 

Old Home Days 2024:
A HORRAY for Hollywood Spectacle

Class of ‘67 Reunion
The East Hampton class of ‘67 will gather 

on Sunday, September 8, 1-5 PM at the Town 
Tavern, 26 East High Street, East Hampton. We 
will order off a limited menu, paying as you go. 
Please contact Helen Curylo at 860 918-2332, 
Rita Gibbons at 860 267-0425 or Geralyn Yo-
cher at 860 267-9524 to reserve your spot(s).

R
E6

-7
-2

4

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

SPRINGTIME IS...
warmer weather with longer days

...AND the perfect time
for buying and selling

REAL ESTATE!



NEWS BULLETIN •  June 7, 2024 Page 17

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E1

-6
-2

3

& more

CHS Town Wide Tag Sale
The Chatham Historical Society (CHS) of 

East Hampton will again sponsor the Town-
Wide Tag Sale on Saturday, June 15h. The yearly 
event has become a great time for residents to 
clean out their closets, basement and garage. It 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine.

Applications will be available at the E. H. Li-

brary and the E. H. Town Clerk’s Office in the 
new Town Hall Building. The cost is $15 per lo-
cation. The deadline for applications is due Sat-
urday June 8th. Free maps will be handed out 
the day of the sale showing all the participants 
who are supporting the CHS. For more infor-
mation call Debbie Day at 860-267-4732.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10:00 on Sunday. All are wel-
come for worship. In order to connect electroni-
cally, go to www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.
com for directions. The Holy Eucharest will be 
celebrated with Rev Diana Rogers, Priest-in-
Charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. Clean returnable bottles 

and cans are collected in cans by the shed.
Recognition Sunday: On June 9, recognize 

the work and participation that goes in to our 
worship and church life.

Church Picnic: The Church Picnic will be 
held from 12:00 to 4:00 after the 6/9 service at 
the home of Linda and Dick Napolitano. See the 
church bulletin for directions and information 
about what to bring.

Information/Assistance: Contact the Senior 
Warden, Donna Hyrb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehyrb@gmail.com.

Upcoming Senior Trip 
East Hampton Senior Center, located at 

105 Main St., is offering a trip to Lancaster, 
Pa., in July, to see Daniel. Local seniors are 
invited.

The trip will run July 17-19 and will fea-
ture a visit to the Old Windmill Farm, a quilt 
shop, dinner in an Amish home, and reserved 
seats for a performance at the Sight & Sound 
Theater of Daniel, a story of exile, faith and 
trust. 

On the way home, there will be a stop in 

Philadelphia, where folks will check out the 
National Constitution Center and the Liberty 
Bell. 

Cost is $645 double occupancy or $779 for 
a single, based on 40 participants. Price in-
cludes two nights’ hotel, two breakfasts, two 
dinners, sightseeing and admissions, tour es-
cort, driver and tour director gratuity.

Register with payment at the East Hamp-
ton Senior Center or call 860-267-4426 for 
more information.

Five Years of Community Music
By London Brazal

An annual tradition that started in 2018 
brings singers and instrumentalists of various 
ages together to perform in a concert.

East Hampton High School (EHHS) band 
director Andrew Groves got the idea for a com-
munity band from his alma mater in Bolton. 
When presenting the idea to choral director 
Ehren Brown, he was quick to jump on board. 

“I love the way strangers can sit next to each 
other, sometimes with significant age gaps 
or experience gaps between them, and create 
music together so quickly,” expressed Groves. 
“Within minutes of starting the rehearsal, we 
get to create something beautiful together.” 

And though the first performance was six 
years ago, the June 10 concert will be the fifth, 
they skipped 2020 and 2021 due to COVID re-
strictions. This year, there will be three ensem-
bles: concert band, jazz band and choir.

During rehearsal, Brown loves working with 
the singers. “This is the most non-stress musical 
thing we do,” he exclaimed. He noted that the 
group doesn’t necessarily need to meet perfec-
tion as long as it’s fun and relaxing. 

One of Brown’s favorite stories of community 
choir was having the high school’s French teach-
er, Emily Van Dyck, join the choir even though 

she was skeptical. Van Dyck told Brown that she 
was nervous and wanted to sit with someone 
she trusted. A student offered to stay with her, 
proving the power of togetherness. “Optimism 
and joy, the music feels like Spring,” explained 
Brown about the music selections for this con-
cert. “‘For the Beauty of the Earth,’ ‘I Dream a 
World,’ ‘I Sing Because I’m Happy,’ It’s right 
there in the title,” he said. 

Brown also described the benefits for stu-
dents who participate. He said that it builds 
connections with the community and creates 
generational relationships. “The students see 
what the next level is.” 

While current students make up a good 
amount of the ensembles, community mem-
bers, parents and alumni come to play as well. 
Kate Marshall, EHHS ‘23, sang in the school’s 
choir for four years and the select vocal group 
“Voices” for three years. “I came back because 
Mr. Brown is a good musical director and is 
so much fun to be around,” she explained. “I 
missed singing.” Marshall’s mom, Denise, also 
joined the community choir because it brings 
everyone together from all walks of life. 

Even though she didn’t graduate from East 
Hampton, she has been singing since fourth 

grade and was eager to participate. Her favorite 
song is “I Sing Because I’m Happy” because it is 
upbeat and gets people moving at the end of the 
long workday.

Alumnus Carolyn Lynch, Class of 2016, 
played French horn then went on to play in 
the Villanova University Pep Band. Lynch per-
formed at campus events and basketball games, 
including ones at Wells Fargo Center in Phila-
delphia, Penn. After recently moving to Ston-
ington, she started playing in the Noank-Mystic 
Community Band. “I play weekly. Community 
bands are a great outlet for adults to continue 
playing music,” expressed Lynch. And though 
she lives an hour away, she said it was worth it 
to come back, play music and see some familiar 
faces. 

A junior at EHHS, Baylee Olzacki, is a mem-
ber of the choir and Tri-M, the musical honor 
society. For the community concert, she decid-
ed to pick up the clarinet again, even though the 

last time she played it was seventh grade. “This 
is a perfect time to experiment with music again 
since people come from different backgrounds,” 
Olzacki noted. 

Concert On Monday
Anyone, regardless of experience, may join 

in the future and are encouraged to. With only 
two rehearsals, people can feel more relaxed and 
have less pressure to make everything perfect. 
However, Brown and Groves already know it 
will be a great concert after running the first re-
hearsal this past Monday. “I’d like to see more 
community members join us,” added Groves. 
“This really is a low-commitment event, and it 
can be a lot of fun getting people from all expe-
riences and backgrounds together.” 

The community concert will be held in the 
EHHS Auditorium, 15 North Maple St, starting 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 10. The concert is 
free for anyone to enjoy, all are invited. 

Middle Haddam
Library Event

A Blues Show with Shakey Lee will be held on 
Saturday, June 8 at 4 p.m. at the Middle Haddam 
Public Library.

Shakey is a blues harmonica and bottleneck 
guitar player from Philadelphia. On electric or 
steel guitar, this talented artist is sure to rock 
your soul with some old-fashioned Blues. Please 
call the library for tickets - $20 in advance - $25 
at the door - 860-267-9093.

Epoch Arts
Summer Kick Off 

Epoch Arts Summer kick off Teen Game and 
Hang Night on June 21, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at 27 
Skinner Street, East Hampton. Teens come chill 
out and hang with your friends as we kick off 
the beginning of summer. There will be tons of 
different games to play, art activities as well as 
lots of ice cream to eat. Grab your friends and 
come hang out for the evening at Epoch Arts. 
6th grade and up, $10. Visit www.epocharts.org 
for more information. 

East Hampton MS Soccer/
Cross-Country Registration

East Hampton Middle School soccer and 
cross-country registration is open. Student/ath-
letes who are interested in trying out for boys 
soccer, girls soccer or boys/girls cross-country 
teams can register online at www.FamilyID.com. 

Athletes must have all the proper paperwork 
submitted online and have an updated physical 
in order to try-out. Registration should be com-
pleted by Monday, August 19, 2024. For further 
information please contact EHMS athletic di-
rector, Michael Mercaldi at (860)463-6837.

NEED TIRES?
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*See store for details.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Purchase 4 
qualifying 
passenger 

Continental 
Tires and get 
a $110 Visa 
Prepaid gift 

card by mail*

$110 Visa Prepaid
Gift Card
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“Greed is envy 
with its sleeves 
rolled up.”

– George F. Will
(February 1990)
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is
independently owned

and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com
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15, 20, 30 & 40 yard Dumpsters available for your next job, renovation, or clean up

24 Old Coach Road
East Hampton, CT 06424

40 YARD 30 YARD 20 YARD

15 YARD 20 YARD

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Roll Off Dumpster Services

• Construction & Demolition Debris
• Bulky House Debris (Appliances, Furniture,
 Boxes, Cabinets, Metal, and more)
• Brush, Stumps, Trees, Wood Chip Debris
• We provide Dumpsters for Steel & Aluminum

Call about our 1 week
dumpster special!
860-267-7140

Middle Haddam Public Library News 
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com , visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call (860) 267-9093.  Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays 10 
a.m.—2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays 3–6 p.m.  

Fiber Arts: Every Thursday, from 10 a.m.—
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome!

Yoga: With Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga; 
Mondays & Saturdays 9 a.m., Tuesdays 7 p.m. 
Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at tensum-

mitst@gmail.com
Family Yoga series: Fridays, through May 24 

at 9:30 a.m. Cost is $12 to drop in or $60 for the 
series. Email zenlotus860-@yahool.com with 
questions and to register.

Pilates: With Mary Henderson Thursdays at 
6 p.m. starting April 18. Cost is $12 per session 
to drop in. To register call 203-592-4448 or ab-
stite@sbcglobal.net

Mahjong: Players of all experience levels are 
welcome. Please contact the library for more 
information.

CommuniTea: Saturday, June 8 at 10 a.m. Join 
us for tea, coffee, and conversation.

Fly Fishing: Cancelled for June.

East Hampton Public Library
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following:
Adult Programs: Book Club in the 

Park:  Tuesday, Jun. 18, 6:30 p.m. Bring your 
own comfy chair and come

together at the picnic shelter at Sears Park 
to discuss  The Five-Star Weekend  by Elin 
Hilderbrand. Copies of the month’s book are 
available for checkout at the circulation desk. 
Register online for information in case of 
inclement weather.

Tech Help: Thursday, Jun. 20, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Looking for help with your personal technology 
or curious about the digital resources the Li-
brary has to offer? Drop by the Library during 
our dedicated Tech Help times and let us help 
you figure it all out. No registration required, 
just bring your device with you.

Teen Programs: Chill Out Chess: Grades 
6-12: Friday, Jun. 14, 1:00-3:00 p.m. Drop in 
to escape the summer heat, have a snack and 
challenge friends (and our very own Sam!) to a 
friendly game of chess.

Summer Lunch Bunch: Grades 6-7: Tuesday, 

Jun. 18, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Students entering 6th 
grade in the fall along with 7th graders bidding 
6th grade goodbye, are invited to join the 
Summer Lunch Bunch. Bring your lunch and 
the book you’re currently reading for an hour of 
book chat, crafts, and activities.

All Age Programs: Summer Reading Kick 
Off:  Friday, Jun. 21, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Head over 
to the fields at Center School to sign up for 
this year’s Summer Reading Program. Enjoy a 
free donut from Dude’s Donuts, face painting 
by Epoch Arts, an inflatable obstacle course, 
adorable goats from Circle K farm, and a Ticket 
Tornado. No registration required, all ages wel-
come.

The Library hosts several storytimes for ages 
0-5 years each week! Please see the calendar on 
our website for more details.

For full program descriptions or to register 
for a program, call 860-267-6621 or visit us at 
easthamptonpubliclibrary.org

Police News
5/9: After an investigation into a two-car mo-

tor vehicle accident that occurred at the inter-
section of Lakeview St. and East High St., Glen 
Carlson, 47, of 22 Colchester Ave., East Hamp-
ton was issued a ticket for Operating an Unreg-
istered Motor Vehicle.

5/23: Richard Hills, 38, of 11 Hale Rd., East 
Hampton was issued a summons for Reckless 
Endangerment in the 2nd Degree and Breach 
of Peace. 

5/28: Nicole Chambers, 30, of 10 So. Main St., 

East Hampton was issued a summons for Disor-
derly Conduct. 

5/30: Robert Light, 61, of 1 Timber Trl., East 
Hampton was arrested and charged with 2 
counts of Disorderly Conduct, 1 count of Inter-
fering with an Officer and 1 count of Violating 
Conditions of Release in the 2nd Degree. 

Between Monday May 28, 2024, and Sunday 
June 2, 2024, Officers responded to 15 medical 
calls, 2 Motor Vehicle Accidents, 6 alarms, and 
made 13 traffic stops.

Blues Show
A Blues Show with Shakey Lee will be held on 

Saturday, June 8 at 4 p.m. at the Middle Haddam 
Public Library.

Shakey is a blues harmonica and bottleneck 
guitar player from Philadelphia. On electric or 
steel guitar, this talented artist is sure to rock 
your soul with some old fashioned Blues. Please 
call the library for tickets - $20 in advance - $25 
at the door - 860-267-9093. reverbnation.com/
shakeylyman/ for information on the artist.

Bowling Fun…Senior Bowling League - 2024 Spring Fling Bowling Tournament 
was held on Wednesday May 29.  Ten teams of three, compete in a double elimina-
tion format. Pictured (left to right) Linda Anderson tournament director, Arnie 
Bishop, Carol Lanigan, Jean Icaza, and Brian Miner, manager of Kickback n’ Bowl.
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CHECK OUT OUR
MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Sale Dates 
6/8/24

through
6/30/24

Not responsible for typographical errors.

Ketel One
Vodka 80°

$3499
 (1.75 L)

Capt. Morgan
Spiced Rum 70°

$2799
 (1.75 L)

Smirnoff
Vodka 80°

$1999
 (1.75 L)

Tanqueray
Gin 94.6°

$3299
 (1.75 L)

Canadian Club 
Whisky 80°
$1799 

(1.75 L)

J. Walker Red 
Scotch 80°

$3699
 (750 mL)

Chat. Ste. Michele 
Chardonnay
$1999 (1.5 L)

Jacobs Creek
Wines

$1199
 (1.5 L)

R. Mondavi
Vint. Wines

J. Lohr 
Chardonnay

$1699 (1.5 L)
$2399

 (1.5 L)

Beringer 
Founders Wines

Corbett 
Canyon Wines

$1799
 (1.5 L)

$1699
 (3 L box)

W
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Bud & Lt.

$1699
12 oz., 18-pack cans

Founders All Day IPA

$1649
12 oz., 15-pack cans

Busch & Lt.

$1499
12 oz., 18-pack cans

White Claw Seltzer

$3149
Variety, 12 oz., 2/12-pack cans

93 Main Street, East Hampton
(860) 267-2833

OPEN:
Mon. – Sat. 9am-8pm

Sun. 10am-5pm
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CT RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

EMILY FORD
860.202.1185
Emily.Ford@raveis.com

JODY DELMASTRO
860.841.4305

Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com

#388 Hubbard Street, Unit C-3
Glastonbury, CT 06033

Unique Two Story End Unit Condominium
Close to Center.  Walkable to the Beam House 

Restaurant and Mini Mart Plaza.
$299,900  – Agent / Owner

Contact Emily Ford at 860-202-1185

218 N E W LO N D O N T P K E.,  G L A S TO N B U RY, C T 06033

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, June 9, 2024 • 1-3pm

Congrats GHS Class of 2024!
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Two Great Locations:           Colchester  860 267-7600            Clinton  860 664-1620

1979 - 2024

45 Years of Building Quality!

THETHE  SUMMER OF SAVINGSSUMMER OF SAVINGS  SALESALE
AT CAREFREEAT CAREFREE

1.800.326.SHED Sale ends July 1, 2024  
Not to be combined with any other offer.

14x24

Carefree Vinyl Garage
NOW $12,995!

12x16

Carefree Dormer Cottage
NOW $8995!

10x12

Carefree Cottage
NOW $5995!

with loft and ramp!

with vehicle ramps!

8x12

Carefree Vinyl
NOW $4995!

with ramp included!

with loft and ramp (optional cupola shown)

10x16

Carefree Colonial
NOW $6495!

with ramp included!

0% INTEREST
until 2025

to qualified buyers. 

CF-8794  Carefree Summer Sale Ad
Citizen/RE 6.5 x 6
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We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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Comedy Magic Show

crystalridgewinery.com/tickets

Crystal Ridge Winery
257 Belltown Road
South Glastonbury

860-647-1004

TICKETS 
AVAILABLE 

AT:

CIT6-6-24

by

MICHAEL 
MICHAELS

Friday, June 14th

at 6:30pm
21+ only event

TREAT 
DAD!Experience 

the Magic!

Dean’s List
Isabella Bafumi of East Hampton made the 

spring 2024 Dean’s List at Penn State University 
in State College, PA. A member of the Class of 
2027, Bafumi is majoring in Forensic Science 
with a concentration in Molecular Biology.

Dean's List
Adam Wacht of East Hampton, CT, a student 

in the Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice 
and Forensic Sciences at the University of New 
Haven, has been named to the Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2024 Semester.

Bethlehem Lutheran News
Sunday services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-

theran Church, located at 1 East High St., are 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible study precedes the 
services at 9 a.m., in the Church Hall. Church 
pastor is Jamie Stall-Ryan. 
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109 Loomis Rd., Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-365-5846
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms
OPEN Wed-Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 9am-3pm

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Annual Veggie & Plant Sale!
NATIVE STRAWBERRIES!!!

Annuals, Perennials, Shrubs, Flower & Veggie Pllants

Bulk Top Soil, Compost, Mulch, 
Stone & Sand – Delivery Available

Large
Hanging Baskets

2 for $60
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Tired of expensive quotes?Tired of expensive quotes?
We work within your budget!We work within your budget!

CALL TODAY! 860-576-1836
SPRING SPECIAL!

HIC #0669946
Licensed & Insured

Senior Citizen & Active Military Discounts
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20% OFF
any service 25% OFF

any complete 
driveway 

paving job

Limited Time Offer

Driveway Envy | 860-576-1836
Must be presented at time of estimate. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer or promotion. One coupon per household. Expires 7/15/24.

Over 40 Years Making Homes Safe & Dry

Roof Leak Making You Crazy?

Ask about our active duty
and veteran discounts.

860-608-9482
CT HIC 0556258 RE5-17-24

Fast Affordable Leak Repairs

Before... ...After! Before... ...After!

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to online or in-person worship Sundays at 9 
a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service. 

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry featuring Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Children’s Ministry. Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through 5th grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during our worship 
service. The theme is “Friends with God” and is 
taught though Bible stories where the characters 
are friends with God and tell about God’s love 
for us. A toddler nursery is also available. All 

are welcome.
Vocal Choir: Choir rehearsals are held on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members are al-
ways welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is on the Holy Spirit.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will 
be on June 20th from 6 to 8 p.m. at the church 
with a pot-luck dinner.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. The church website is www.hncov-
enantchurch.org.

Epoch Arts
Upcoming Events

Check out what’s happening at Epoch 
Arts. All events are held at 27 Skinner Street 
East Hampton. www.epocharts.org

  Henna Workshop.  Monday, June 17th. 
1:00-3:00 p.m..  Learn the history and ori-
gins of henna. Learn how to create your own 
Henna design and Zentangle and get a pro-
fessionally applied henna design from Jami-
lah from Jamilah Henna Creations. Register 
online.  www.epocharts.org. 6th-12th  grade, 
$10. 

Troop 57 Bottle Drive
Troop 57 is having its bottle drive on 

June 1st from 9 to noon. Bring your clean 
glass, plastics and cans to the Ameri-
can Distilling Parking lot (31 East High 
St, Route 66).   All redeemable containers 
including large juice bottles are accepted. The 
only containers not accepted would be milk 
containers.   If there are any questions, please 
contact Annette Kowalczyk at 860-267-2962.  

The next bottle drive is July 20th.  Check the 
website will have future bottle drives or up-
dates due to inclement weather. https://tmweb.
troopmaster.com/Login/PickSite  (choose CT 
and unit 57).  Troop 57 is chartered by the East 
Hampton Congregational Church.

Earn your high school diploma by
enrolling in FREE in-person or online
programs. Caring teachers run group
and individual classes for all levels
with morning and evening options.
Finish your degree, get a better job
and start earning higher wages!

Learn English for success in your job,
to communicate with your children’s
teachers, to enroll in training or 
college, or to prepare for the US  
citizenship test. Whatever your goal, 
our caring teachers will help you 
achieve it with our FREE in-person 
and online classes offered in the 
morning or evening.

Learn the skills and earn the
credentials to jump-start your career.
Put your best foot forward with our
FREE expert guidance and workshops.

HIGH SCHOOL 
COMPLETION

LEARN ENGLISH  
& CITIZENSHIP PREP

EMPLOYMENT  
& TRAINING

You’ve  
got this!
INVEST in YOURSELF, and Your FUTURE

It is the policy of EASTCONN that no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be discriminated against under any 
program because of race, color, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, genetic information, gender identity or expression, 
veteran status, disability or any other classification protected by state or federal law. If you are a person with a disability who requires accommodation in order 
to participate in any program, activity, or GED test please contact a guidance counselor at 860-423-2591 for assistance. You may also contact Sabrina Mancini at 
the Connecticut State Department of Education at (860) 807-2110. EASTCONN is in compliance with CT General Statutes Sec 10-73 (a)(c) and does not charge a 
fee for any textbooks or materials used in the mandated program areas.

At EASTCONN we believe your success is  
our priority. Whether it’s high school completion,  
English language instruction & citizenship prep,  

or employment & training, our Adult &  
Community Programs are designed to help  

all adult residents develop new, lifelong skills,  
expand options, and reach new goals. 

EASTCONN is Your Partner in Lifelong LearningWillimantic Area: 860-423-2591
Danielson Area: 860-779-3770
Email: aded@eastconn.org

 EASTCONNAdultEducationPrograms

EASTCONN  
ADULT & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION

LEARN ENGLISH & CITIZENSHIP PREP

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING

eastconn.org/getstartedtoday

Enroll 
Now For  

FREE  
Summer 
Classes!

RE6-7-24

R
E6

-7
-2

4

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE
GOSPEL TENT

11 Bunker Hill Road, Andover, CT 06232
Beginning June 9th Weekly through June 30th 

Each evening Sunday through Friday 7:30 to 8:30 pm
Preaching the old fashioned Gospel of “peace through Jesus Christ.” 

(Acts 10:36) – ETERNITY is real, it never ends: a million years will not 
even be its beginning. A very healthy question is; Where will my 
never dying soul be when all  the comforts of this life are gone 
forever, if it were to happen today the opportunity for deciding 

would be lost forever. Either joy of Heaven or sorrow of Hell forever.
JESUS SAID

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28)

FREE — NO COLLECTIONS, EVER

YOU MAY GO TO HEAVEN
 Without Health
  Without Wealth
   Without Fame
    Without Religion
     Without Education
      Without Culture
       Without Beauty
        Without Friends

Without Ten Thousand other things

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His 
only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16)

BUT YOU CAN NEVER GO TO HEAVEN WITHOUT CHRIST; who said
“I am the way the truth and the life; no man

cometh unto the father, but by me.” John 14:6

Contact Email: info@manchestergospel.org

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Loyal, Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agents...We Have It All!
Ranked #1 for 2023 of SOLD in total

for Hebron, Lebanon, Columbia,
Andover, and Bozrah! R
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 30 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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COME ENJOY
NUMEROUS WELL KNOWN FOOD TRUCKS,

LOCAL ARTISANS, CRAFTS,
FACE PAINTING AND MORE

WELCOMES YOU TO OUR

THURSDAY,
JUNE 20TH

11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

403 West Center Street, Manchester, CT 06040
860-533-2524 | arborsct.com

PUBLIC WELCOME!

39 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT
(860) 430-2184

redfox-glasstonbury.com

Join Us For Our
Father’s Day 

Buffet!
Sunday,
June 16th

10am-3pm
$60 per person

kids 10 & under are free

Enjoy Our Beautiful Patio!
Indoor Dining also available
Make Your Reservations Today!
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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EHVFD: Road Closure
With the East Hampton Volunteer Fire De-

partment’s mandatory pressure testing of all 
fire hose cancelled due to inclement weather 
on May 15th, hose testing is now scheduled to 
be conducted on Friday, June 14 in the area of 
the Fire Department’s pump house located at 
the western end of Walnut Avenue.

As a result, Walnut Avenue will be closed 
to through traffic between Main Street and 

Watrous Street between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. Residents are advised to utilize 
alternate routes.

The EHVFD apologies for any inconve-
nience this one-day road closure may cause to 
residents and business owners in the area, and 
firefighters sincerely appreciate the continued 
support and consideration afforded the De-
partment by those they serve.

Online Farmers Market
Healthy PlanEat is a local online farmers 

market where people can shop directly from lo-
cal sustainable farms and food artisans. There 
is a pick-up location at HydroCat Microgreens, 
47 Tartia Rd.

To place a pre-order, visit bit.ly/healthyeast-
hampton. The pre-order window for each week 
is Sundays at 5 a.m. through Thursdays at 9 p.m. 
Pickups are year-round on Saturdays from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Strawberry Shortcake
Festival

The Second Congregational Church of Mid-
dle Haddam will host a strawberry shortcake 
festival on Saturday, June 22, 4-7 p.m., take out 
or eat in, $10 per order. Please call 860 510-
8102 for reservations. The church is located at 
52 Middle Haddam Rd, Middle Haddam and is 
handicapped accessible.

Waste Collection
Free Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

– The Lower CT River Council of Governments 
will hold a HHW collection event on Satur-
day, June 15, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at The 
Lyme/Old Lyme Middle School, 49 Lyme St., 
Old Lyme. 

The collection is open to residents of the Riv-
erCOG region which includes East Hampton 
and Portland. No commercial or business waste 
allowed. Please visit https://rivercog.org/house-
hold-hazardous-waste/ to learn more.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
48 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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 Todd Seymour passed away unexpectedly March 3, 2024, age 38. Todd 
and his wife Shannon were high school sweethearts, married for 14 years and 
have three children: Konnor 13, Kollin 8, and Kallie 2. Todd has a distinguished 
military career, was a massage therapist and personal trainer as a civilian. He 
loved helping others improve their health.
 Todd’s military career as an Aviation Operations Specialist started at age 18 after high 
school. His extensive service record included stations in South Korea, Fort Drum, New 
York, Iraq, and Baghdad. He was involved in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Iraqi Presidential 
Surge Campaign. One of his most significant achievements was his role in the Total Army 
Implementation of the Army Combat Fitness Test (ACFT). Through all these avenues his 
efforts directly impacted hundreds of thousands of soldiers.
 Staff Sergeant Seymour’s contributions have not only transformed the Army fitness 
training and affected 1.3 million soldiers but also exemplified his unwavering commitment 
to excellence and readiness. Through his leadership and innovation, he has left an enduring 
legacy that will continue to shape the physical readiness of the United State Army for years 
to come. He completed 20 years of service October 24, 2023.

Contributions
can be made payable to

“Todd Seymour Memorial Fund”
Mail checks to:

Liberty Bank, Attn: Laura Salafia
315 Main Street

Middletown, CT 06457

Todd Seymour 
holding daughter

Todd Seymour’s
wife and kids

Todd Seymour
with wife

Scan for Venmo:
#6148

Scan for 
Obituary:

Todd Seymour Memorial Fund
to benefit his family

Organized by: Duffy (Grandfather) and Cheri Robley (Aunt)
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COLOR

15 BROADWAY STREET, NOEL’S PLAZA
COLCHESTER, CT • 860-537-2455
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sun, Mon, Tues and Thur

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

Wednesday is Pasta Night!

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selectionsNow taking Now taking 
reservations forreservations for

Father’s Father’s 
DayDay

No 5 Course Served on Father’s Day

CALL LLINAS LAW:
860-530-1781

www.llinasdefense.com
RE5-3-24

Huge Tag Sale
Tag Sale at St. Andrew Church Hall, 128 Nor-

wich Avenue, Colchester. Saturday, June 15 8:30 
a.m.- 2:00 p.m. Something for everyone. Come 
and see for yourself. No early birds please.

College Graduate
Grace Reilly, of Colchester, recently earned 

a degree from Grove City College on May 18, 
2024. Reilly earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Communication Arts.

Cragin Information
Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-

wood Ave has weekly activities and a website. 
For program descriptions, call 860-537-5752 or 
visit www.craginlibrary.org.

Tag Sale Items Needed
Boy Scout Troop 13 of Colchester is seek-

ing tag sale items for their booth at the 
Colchester (Tag Sale) on the Green, Sunday, 
June 9. Donations such as toys, books, holiday 
decorations, kitchen items, and small house-
hold items accepted. No clothing, TVs, or out-
dated electronics. Gail at (860) 212-1743 or 
email  troop13tagsale@gmail.com  to arrange 
pickup or drop off of donated items.

SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH 

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY:

ON THE COLCHESTER TOWN GREEN
9AM-3PM

VISIT US TO SHOP AT OVER 100 VENDOR BOOTHS FOR
CRAFTS, HOME DECOR, FARM GOODS, JEWELRY,

SNACKS, GIFTS, TAG SALE ITEMS, LOCAL FRUITS &
VEGGIES, BREADS AND MUCH MORE! 

www.ColchesterCBA.com

TAG SALE

VENDORS
FOOD TRUCKS  CRAFTS & HANDMADEITEMS

  FARMERS MARKET  BUSINESS EXPO

LIVE MUSIC

RE6-7-24

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
www.lakesidebar-grill.com
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Beautiful Waterfront Views!
Outside Dining!

Make Your Father’s Day 
Reservations Today!
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Senior Center Trips
Colchester Senior Center, located at 95 Nor-

wich Ave., has announced the following up-
coming trips. Trips are available to senior center 
members and their guests over the age of 18. 
Membership is free for Colchester residents 
aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee of $15 
for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 

Trip to Salem & Marblehead, Mass.: Tues-
day, July 16; bus departs at 7:30 a.m. Upon arriv-
al you will have a buffet lunch at the Hawthorne 
Hotel in Salem. After lunch, a local guide will 
join you for a riding tour of Salem and Marble-
head with many opportunities to step off the 
bus and visit various sites. The trip will end with 
time for shopping at Pickering Wharf. Cost is 
$144/person; sign up by June 16. 

The Sound of Music at the Theatre By The Sea: 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 9 a.m. Travel to South Kings-
ton, R.I., to revisit this beloved musical Have a 
preshow lunch at George’s of Galilee in Narra-
gansett, R.I. Menu includes choice of baked cod, 
roasted chicken thigh with mushroom cream 
sauce or beet salad. Cost is $176/person. Sign up 
at the senior center before July 15.

Nubble Lighthouse Trip: Thursday, Aug. 
29, departing the senior center at 8 a.m. Head 
to Ogunquit, Maine. Have lunch at Jonathan’s; 
choose chicken piccata or lemon baked scrod, 
with salad, vegetable, potato, dessert, and cof-
fee and tea. Then there will be time to shop and 

browse in walkable downtown Ogunquit. Cost 
is $142/person. Register before July 29.

Naugy Scenic Train: Naugatuck Railroad 
Friday, September 13 at 9:30 a.m. Start your day 
at Black Rock Tavern in the heart of Thomas-
ton, CT for a full course lunch of your choice 
(Chicken Marsala, Salmon with Lemon, or Pork 
Tenderloin) with vegetable, potato, dessert, and 
beverage. Take a scenic ride on a vintage die-
sel pulled locomotive, The Naugy. Enjoy a ride 
through the Naugatuck River Valley over bridg-
es and along the river. In Waterbury the train 
will make a stop at Fascia’s Chocolate Factory 
where you will learn its history and purchase 
some treats before the train returns to Thom-
aston Station. (Please note the platform at Fas-
cia’s is not suitable for guests with wheelchairs 
or walkers) The cost is $129 per person. Sign up 
before August 13th . 

Covered Bridges of New Hampshire: Tues-
day, October 1 at 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a family style 
lunch at the Inn at East Hill Farm, a working 
farm and Inn in the shadow of Mount Monad-
nock in Troy. NH. Delight in homemade soup, 
fresh breads, fritters with maple syrup, hot en-
trees, sides, and delicious desserts. Then grab 
your camera and explore several covered bridges 
(kissing bridges) in southern NH with a guided 
tour with a local experienced guide. The cost is 
$134 per person. Sign up before September 1st

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, 98 

Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m.  
All are welcome to attend. The church choir al-
ways welcomes new members. The services are 
also available on Zoom; visit westchestercong-
church.org for login information. 

Sunday School for children meets during the 
worship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors two Scout BSA 
units: Troop 109 and Pack 109.  During the 
school year, Troop 109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 
p.m. and Pack 109 meets monthly on a Tuesday 
at 6:30 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need.  Take what you need; 
donate what you can. The church sponsors The 
Wounded Warrior Project, a popular donation 
opportunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Bobcats Honored…. Christopher Lusignan and Carolyn Baehr were selected as the 
Bacon Academy’s 2023-2024 Scholar-Athletes. The Connecticut Association of Schools 
(CAS) and the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC) honored and 
celebrated 346 statewide scholar-athletes at the 41st annual CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete 
Awards Banquet on May 5. The Scholar-Athlete program annually recognizes two high 
school seniors from each member high school whose academic and athletic careers 
have been exemplary, whose personal standards and achievements are a model to 
others, and who possess high levels of integrity, self-discipline and courage. The event 
is the largest of the many honors programs CAS-CIAC hosts each year. The honorees 
are chosen by the member schools and are submitted to the CIAC.

Special Education Records Disposal 
The Colchester Board of Education will de-

stroy any and all special education records of 
students who graduated or would have gradu-
ated with the class of 2018. These records will 
be destroyed on August 1, 2024. 

If any student, as described, would like a 
copy of their special education records, they 
must request a copy of the records prior to 

the destruction on August 1, 2024. Forward 
all requests to the Dept. of Pupil Services and 
Special Education, 380 Norwich Avenue Col-
chester CT 06415, or by calling the Pupil Ser-
vices Office @ 860-537-3103. Upon request, 
records will be available for pickup at the De-
partment of Pupil Services.
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 Please join us in extending our warmest appreciation to 
Kirsti Stennett, PT for her many years of professional physical 
therapy care in our Colchester location. We congratulate 
Kirsti for completing her tenure at ECRC. She has decided to 
take a well-deserved retirement! We are immensely grateful 
for Kirsti’s dedication and contributions to ECRC and the 
community.
 We are delighted to announce that Sherry Ringuette, PT, will 
continue to bring her wealth of experience and expertise to 
ECRC at our Lisbon location. Sherry’s ongoing commitment 
to exceptional care ensures continuity for our valued patients.
 Kirsti and Sherry have been exemplary professionals and 
have been honored to serve the Colchester community 
throughout their tenure. Their dedication to delivering 
outstanding care has positively impacted the lives of many in 
the surrounding areas.
 The ECRC Management Team recognize that we have been 
proudly represented by these two physical therapists and we 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to Kirsti and Sherry for their 
unwavering dedication and the excellent quality of care they 
have provided over the years. We commend their exceptional 
service and wish Kirsti a fulfilling retirement while looking 
forward to continued success with Sherry in joining our 
Lisbon location.
 Warm regards,
 ECRC Physical Therapy Centers

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 6/20/2024.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates
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Colchester Stone & Landscape Supply, llc
631 Old Hartford Road • (860) 537-1526

We Carry All Your Gardening Needs
Top Soil, Sand & Fill

Stone – from boulders to river rocks
Fire Pits, Fireplaces

Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams

CONTRACTORS SPECIALS:
Pavers by Belgard, Nicolock

JUNE MULCH
SPECIAL!

Brown, Black,
& Natural Compost

$50 /yard
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 Certified Pre-Owned Cars
 CT Emission Testing & Repair
 Latest in Diagnostic Equipment
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Keeping 
You Running 
Since 1982!

 Foreign & Domestic
 Auto Repair
 42 Years Serving
 Colchester

Hand Picked Selection of
Quality Pre-owned Vehicles

373 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, CT

860-537-1140
www.desmondsauto.com

Less than stellar 

credit, no problem!
Great credit, 
great rates!

report with every vehicle

493 Westchester Road, Colchester, CT

A Connecticut 
Adult-Use 

Cannabis Retailer
Do not use cannabis if you

are under twenty-one years of age.
Keep cannabis out of reach of children.

860-420-3292
OPEN: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm

Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm

NOW 
OPEN! C
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www.theharvestcornerct.com

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 95 Norwich Ave., 

has announced the following. Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. For full 
descriptions and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.senior-
center.

Monday, June 10: 9:00 Making Memories; 
9:00 Exercise w/Anne; 10:00 Sittercize; 11:00 
Learn to Sign; 11:15 TVCCA Food Safety at 
home; 12:30 Mah Jongg; 12:30 Bridge; 12:45 
Setback.

Tuesday, June 11: 9:00 Making Memories; 
9:45 Tai Chi; 10:00 Regional LTC Ombuds-
man Meeting; 12:30 Pinochle; 12:30 CHOICES 
Counseling; 1:30 BINGO; 7:00 SCBC

Wednesday, June 12: 9:00 Making Memories 
Program; 9:00 Walking Group meetup at the 
Airline Trail in Amston; 10:00 Adult Coloring; 
10:00 Sit & Be Fit; 1:00 Sewing Circle; 1:30 Car-
dio Drumming;2:30 CSC Staff Meeting

Thursday, June 13: 9:00 Exercise w/Anne; 
10:00 Sittercize; 10:00 Wii Bowling; 10:30 Shop-
ping Trip to Norwich Wal-Mart; 11:00 Yoga; 
12:00 Chair Massage; 12:00-3:00 Sr. Benefits 
Counseling by appointment only; 12:30 Domi-
noes; 1:00 Knit & Crochet.

Friday, June 14: 10:00 Sit & Be Fit Video; 
10:00 No Choral Group; 10:15 Across the Ages; 
10:45 BP Clinic; 11:00 Yoga; 11:15 Chatham 
Health Education Series; 1:30 BINGO.

BBQ Tips, Tricks & Rubs: Tuesday, June 18 
9:30 a.m. Join Jodi’s husband, John Savage, be-
fore our BBQ Luncheon, as he shares his pas-
sion for grilling and smoking meats with the 
crowd. He will share stories from his time at-
tending BBQ School in Georgia last fall with 
Myron Mixon, the winningest man in BBQ. 
You will leave with some great tips as well as a 
sample of an easy spice rub that you can make 

for chicken. This is a free workshop, but regis-
tration is required. CSC will be closed for the 
Juneteenth Holiday Wednesday, June 19th 

Father’s Day Luncheon: Tuesday, June 18 
11:00 a.m. Marking Father’s Day with a cookout 
is as American as apple pie. Join us as we wel-
come the Howling Hound Dogs who will enter-
tain us with their toe tapping swing standards 
and country jazz. After their performance we 
will feast on a freshly smoked BBQ lunch fea-
turing some of the best pulled pork by a great 
cook, baked beans, potato salad, coleslaw, lem-
onade, and berry shortcake. The cost is $9 per 
person. Space is limited. 

Shrinky Dink Repeat: Tuesday, June 25 10:00 
a.m. Back by popular demand. Join Jodi as she 
shares the resurgence of this popular toy of the 
1980’s. It is now being used to create creative 
jewelry (earrings, brooches, and pendants), 
ornaments and plant stakes. No Experience 
needed. The cost of this program is $5 per per-
son and includes two sheets of shrink plastic per 
person, colored pencils, jewelry findings for up 
to three pieces, a sealer, and the use of the oven 
to shrink your creations. Open to all. Space is 
Limited.

4th of July Luncheon: Wednesday, July 3rd 
11:00 a.m. In July our monthly luncheon will 
take place on Wednesday, July 3rd and will be 
a 4th of July Picnic. Join us for beef burgers on 
buns with cheese, lettuce, sliced tomato & on-
ion, potato salad, coleslaw, lemonade, and ice 
cream treats. We will enjoy some patriotic songs 
from our Senior Serenaders, partake in picnic-
style games and enjoy each other’s company. 
The cost is $9 per person, Space is limited. Must 
register by June 26th

Visit us on the town web site at www.colches-
terct.gov or call 860-537-3911 for more infor-
mation.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full de-
scriptions and to register, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and Rec. 
can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at Town 
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. 

Summer Day Camp: Camp registration is 
underway. The summer day camp, for kids en-
tering grades K-7 in the fall, will run June 24-
Aug. 16, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.-
3 p.m. each day. Cost per week is $170/child. 
Aftercare is an additional $45 each week. Cost 
includes all activities and field trips but does 
not include food. All snacks and lunches must 
be sent with your camper. There are separate 
camps for grades K-5 and grades 6-7.

Counselor-in-Training (C.I.T.) Leadership 

Program: For ages 14 and up. Session 1: June 
24-July 12 (no camp July 4 or 5); Session 2: July 
15-Aug. 2. Hours are: Monday-Friday, from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Fee: $125. Upon success-
ful completion of the program you can volun-
teer as a Junior Counselor at day camp from 
July 15-Aug. 16. You’ll attend camp for free.

Indoor Street Soccer Camp: July 8-12 or July 
22-26, 9 a.m.-noon, for ages 6-12. Cost is $145.

Colchester Youth Theatre Camp: For kids 
entering grades 2-7 in the fall. The two-week ses-
sion runs Aug. 12-23, Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. This two-week camp is de-
signed to immerse kids in the world of theatre, 
culminating with a performance of a play on 
Friday, Aug. 23. No acting experience necessary. 
Fee: $300/camper. A minimum of 20 campers is 
required, with a maximum of 40 campers.

Theater Workshop
The Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) 

announces its Summer Children’s Theater 
Workshop, July 8 through July 19. Auditions 
will be held Wednesday June 5, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday June 9, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.at the Con-
gregation Ahavath Achim (Colchester Syna-
gogue) on 84 Lebanon Avenue in Colchester. 
The workshop is open to all children entering 
grade 2 through grade 12 in the fall.

Every child must audition to attend the pro-
gram. There are NO exceptions. All children 
who enroll are accepted. Auditions are solely for 
the purpose of cast placement. Each child is to 

bring sheet music or an instrumental recording 
and be prepared to sing. An accompanist will 
be provided.

Required pre-registration must be com-
pleted at: www.colchestercommunitytheatre.
com/summer-workshop/. The workshop fee is 
$135.00/child. Additional forms required to be 
completed by a parent/guardian will be avail-
able at auditions.

The workshop will be held at Bacon Academy 
Auditorium, July 8 through July 19, Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m.-noon, culminating in a 
show on July 20 at 2:00 p.m.

Salmon River Event
Forest Bathing in the Salmon River  State 

Forest, CT Trails Day: Sunday June 2, 10 a.m. 
From Rt 16, follow Comstock Bridge Rd ap-

prox. 1.3 miles from the Comstock Covered 
Bridge. Meet at Airline Trail (hairpin parking 
lot) on Bull Hill Road. Recommend carpooling. 
CLT Board member Andrea Stannard will lead 
this moderately slow-paced three-mile hike. 

This meditative, quiet hike involves the 
engagement of all our senses, with stopping 
points along the way for re-centering and ob-

servation. 
Bring water and wear supportive hiking 

shoes as there are steep and uneven paths. Call 
Andrea for any questions at 860-912-0144. 

Please visit our website at www.colchester-
landtrust.org  to register, for updates/ cancel-
lations. The Colchester Land Trust is an all-
volunteer nonprofit organization that works to 
permanently protect open space in  Colches-
ter. Visit the aforementioned website to join 
or donate.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is an Open and 

Affirming church located at 60 Main St. Pastor 
is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout. The church office is 
open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The office 
can be reached at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@
gmail.com.

Worship services are Sundays at 9 a.m. For 
those wishing to worship from home, the ser-
vice is broadcast via Facebook Live each Sunday. 
Worship videos are at www.colchesterfederat-
edchurch.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is also on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Sunday School: Held during worship from 

September through June. Children in grades 
pre-K through 8 are welcome. The nursery is 
located just off the sanctuary. Visit the church 
website for more information and to register for 
Sunday School.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. from Sep-
tember through June.

Colchester Cougars Camp
Colchester Cougars Football & Cheer is 

open for boys and girls ages 4-14, welcoming 
residents of Colchester, Lebanon, Bozrah, East 
Haddam, Salem, and East Hampton. 2024 camp 
dates are (Monday) June 24, (Tuesday) June 25, 
(Monday) July 1, and (Tuesday) July 2 from 6-8 
p.m. at Cougar Field. 

To learn more, visit colchestercougars.org. 
Early bird pricing has been extended. Register 
before July to take advantage of a four-month 
payment plan. 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Celebrating 32 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 6/30/2024. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Coupon good through 6/30/2024. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

A/C SERVICE SPECIAL

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$2000 OFF

$2000 OFF

Picture
this:

call us
today at:

860-633-4691

your
ad

here!
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Vermeer SC130 for smaller stumps
Only $155 per day

Vermeer SC252 all hydraulic 
machine for any stump

Only $259 per day

6” Woodchipper Rental
Only $225 per day
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Celebrate Juneteenth and Commemorate Peter Maguira
The Colchester Federated Church and His-

torical Society will welcome Pauline Merrick, 
President of the CT Society of Genealogists, to 
shed light on the life of Peter Maguira on June 
16 at Colchester Federated Church at 1:30 p.m. 
with a reception to follow. 

Enslaved in Colchester before the Revolution, 
Maguira’s story is a powerful piece of our town’s 
history. Uncover the past, connect with your an-

cestors, and celebrate Colchester’s rich heritage.  
This event is for anyone interested in local his-
tory and genealogy.

Presentation is free with offerings gratefully 
accepted in the restoration of the Colchester 
Federated Church building, an open and com-
munity-centered presence in town and around 
the world. Questions and RSVP to Amy Domei-
ka amydomeika@gmail.com.

Ahavath Achim News
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Tuesday: Aggadata class, 6 p.m.; Talmud 

class, 6:30 p.m.; Kabbalah class, 8 p.m. on Zoom 
– call for link. 

Shabbat Schedule: Friday at 6:30 p.m., live 
and on Zoom; Saturday morning, 10 a.m.

There are daily Facebook Live classes on Ken 
Alter’s Facebook page, on “Ask the Rabbi” and 
“Bible Portion of the Week.”  

For more information, or a link for services 
or classes, call 860-537-2809. Office hours are 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

On the Green Event
The 44th Annual Colchester on the Green 

event, sponsored by the Colchester Business 
Association (CBA), will take place Sunday, June 
9 – and vendors are sought. 

Applications to participate as a business or a 
local resident selling Tag Sale items is available 
on the CBA website at www.colchestercba.com.

Colchester Giving Garden
The Colchester Giving Garden is up and run-

ning for its 12th year of growing and donating 
fresh produce to those in need. Volunteers will 
work at the garden on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. All 
ages and abilities are welcome. No gardening 
experience is necessary.

The garden is located at 95 Norwich Ave., 
behind the existing Colchester Senior Center. 
There are many garden tools to use or you can 
bring your own. To participate you need to have 
a closed-in shoe; no sandals or flip-flops al-
lowed. All new volunteers must sign a waiver, as 
the garden is on town property.

For any questions about the garden, email 
colchestergivinggarden@gmail.com. 

Colchester Veteran’s 
Coffee House Meetup

The town of Colchester invites all former 
military members, males and females, to meet 
on Saturday, June 15, 10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at 
Cragin Memorial Library. A 2021 Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention report named 
suicide as the eleventh leading cause of death 
overall in the U.S. claiming close to 50,000 lives. 
Further, veteran suicide-related deaths are in-
creasing at a greater rate than that of the general 
public. 

June’s veteran meetup will include a 90-min-
ute presentation on suicide awareness and ways 
to provide help to someone who might need it.   
Coffee and light snacks will be  provided. For 
questions, call Mary Emerling at (860) 537-2921.

Colchester Budget Vote Next Week
By Michael Sinkewicz

Colchester residents will head to the polls 
next Tuesday to vote on the 2024-25 town and 
school budget proposals, following a budget 
season that has been at times contentious.

After being advanced at a town meeting, the 
municipal budget it slated at $17.10 million — a 
$1.44 million, or 9.2%, increase from the 2023-
24 fiscal year. Meanwhile, the drafted school 
budget is $45.58 million — a $1.59 million, or 
3.6%, increase from current-year spending. 

As presented, the mill rate would increase to 
28.67 — a 1.45 bump from the current rate.

Voting will be held at town hall on Tuesday, 
June 11, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Absentee ballots are 
available at the Town Clerk’s Office.

Previously, the Board of Finance (BOF) offi-
cially endorsed the budgets by a 4-1 tally; Re-
publican Tim Vaillancourt voted in opposition 
and Republican John Thomas was absent.

During the budget season, the BOF trimmed 
both the town and school budgets by $38,512 
and $150,000 respectively; Vaillancourt and 
Thomas also voted against those revisions, with 
the board’s four Democratic members all sup-
porting the changes.

Vaillancourt has argued that the overall bud-
get is a “big number,” and it was difficult to sup-
port the increase without an updated report on 
the town’s unedited fund balance account or the 
reserve accounts.

“We’re in a budget freeze imposed by the first 
selectmen because of the severity of the issues 
in the financial office,” Vaillancourt said during 
a prior meeting. “How we can talk about new 
spending when we don’t really know what we 
have for money is irresponsible and I can’t sup-
port it.”

He added that residents would be handed a 
severe tax increase if the budget was approved: 
“When you get your tax bills in July folks, get 
ready. And the bigger the house you have and 
prettier cars you have, just wait.”

Thomas, meanwhile, consistently scrutinized 
the ratio of school to town spending, arguing 
that the current formula “doesn’t sound very fair 
to our citizens.”

Currently, Colchester spends close to 75% of 
its budget on the school system, and Thomas 
generally suggested the number should be clos-
er to a 60-40 split.

“I want to support this but I am having a very 
hard time because I believe the town needs a 
bigger percentage of the tax dollar,” he said dur-
ing a budget workshop.

During the initial budget hearing in April, 
Dennler presented his budget blueprint — and 
the associated bottom-line increase — with out-
look that Colchester was in need of a “correc-
tion year.”

“I don’t believe that this is an unrealistic ac-

counting of what we need to spend as a town,” 
he said. “I think this is just what happens when 
kick the can for many, many years.”

Municipal spending, he said, had failed to 
keep pace with inflation and the town’s own 
operations. In January, he implemented a bud-
get freeze to crack down on expenditures as the 
2023-24 spending plan appeared on track to go 
over-budget.

“We’ve reached a point where we’ve run out of 
runway on this stuff and we’re at a crossroads,” 
Dennler said. “We either need to make a correc-
tion or we’re going to have to cut services, but 
the level of the budget is not sustainable with 
the services we provide at the moment. That’s a 
decision we have to make as a community.”

Other areas of the current operational bud-
get wrongly reflected actual costs, according to 
Dennler, or were inaccurately accounted for, in-
cluding police benefits and FICA calculations.

In February, when Superintendent of Schools 
Daniel Sullivan III originally presented his bud-

get to the Board of Education, he asserted that 
the district would not be pursuing new initia-
tives following a expensive 2023-24 fiscal year 
budget.

“We’ve worked really hard to have good op-
portunities for kids at the most responsible cost 
possible,” Sullivan said, adding that they were 
“asking for a maintain status-quo budget.”

Later during the budget season, following 
multiple workshops and the BOF-approved re-
duction to the school budget’s bottom-line, a 
resident read a statement written by Sullivan, 
who was unable to speak during the citizen’s 
comments portion of the meeting, as he’s not a 
Colchester resident.

His statement called attention to a persistent 
“negative tone” surrounding budget delibera-
tions and asked people to focus on academic in-
formation, rather than commentary posted on 
social media, which he described as “Facebook’s 
greatest hits.”

New Summer Art Camps 
The Color House creative arts studio is 

excited to announce the kick-off of their 
first Summer Art Camp program series. The 
camps will be held weekly, and each week will 
feature a different theme. Themes for 2024 in-
clude Sand & Sea, Fantasy & Dreams, Nature, 
Magic & Curiosities, and Animals. Campers 
will experience a variety of creative opportu-
nities from clay to painting, crafting, and even 

slime making. There will be 2 sessions each 
day with a morning session for kids ages 8-12, 
and an afternoon session for teens ages 13-16. 
Camps will be held for 3 weeks in July and 2 
weeks in August. Each session costs $225 and 
will be held at The Color House’s new location 
at 738 Middletown Rd in Colchester. Sign up 
online at www.cohoct.com/summercamps

Library Book Sale
The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will 

hold its Summer Book and Bake Sale at The 
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Avenue 
from June 7-12.  The sale begins on Friday, June 
7th from 4-7 pm with a pre-sale admission of 
$5.00 to pick the cream-of-the-crop.   The sale 
continues with no admission charge on June 8th 
from 10am-4pm, June 9th from 11am-3pm, and 
June 10-12 during regular library hours.  Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday are the $5.00 spe-
cial days – fill a box or bag for only $5.00. 

There will be books galore, music, movies, 
puzzles, and games.  Baked goods will be indi-
vidually wrapped for safety.  All proceeds ben-

efit programs funded by the Friends.  These pro-
grams include, but are not limited to, Museum 
Passes, Adult Programs, Children’ Programs, 
Summer Reading Programs, and other materi-
als to benefit patrons of The Cragin Memorial 
Library.   
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college majors and careers such as a dramatic 
increase in STEM-related fields. In terms of 
funding personal growth, club stipends were 
promoted in the budget as they are low-cost ac-
tivities for students to stay involved. 

BOE Chairperson Nancy Kohler and Vice-
Chair August Arndt were also happy to pass the 
budget the first time around. Kohler explained 
it was the collaborative work of the three boards 
that helped get positive results. “It showed that, 
‘we can do this,’” expressed Kohler. 

Town Council Chairperson Dean Markham 
complimented the great efforts from the Coun-
cil, BOF and BOE. He referenced the facts the 
finance would have been a unanimous vote if 
it were not for the lack of funding for the am-

bulance and after some changes, the Council 
unanimously sent the budget to referendum. 

“We incorporated great programs that resi-
dents wanted and added some last-minute 
changes with the zoning enforcement official to 
help around the lake,” explained Markham. Af-
ter noting the award-winning library and senior 
center, he said, “We’re a community well ahead 
of the curve.” 

Markham highlighted a major increase in 
road repair and maintenance since that was 
a big concern for many citizens. In May, the 
Council decided to provide some funding for 
the ambulance. Originally, the East Hampton 
Ambulance Association (EHAA) approached 
the town in 2021 for assistance in funding. 

Chief Donald Scranton said he was “ecstatic” 
for the budget to pass and is grateful for the 
town to work with the ambulance, including 
the new task force. “It’s a cooperative adventure 
from here,” acknowledged Scranton. While the 
funding isn’t as much as they had hoped, “It’s a 
step in the right direction.” 

While East Hampton has had times when it 
took more than two times to pass a referendum, 
it is common for it to pass the first time when 
residents get involved early. 

Town Manager David Cox is thankful for 
residents who came out to vote. “Financing lo-
cal government has always been difficult. It is an 
ongoing balancing act of priorities and ability 
and willingness to pay,” said Cox. “Nevertheless, 
I think the three elected bodies, the Board of 
Education, the Board of Finance and the Town 
Council, worked hard and worked well together 
to attempt to understand the current costs and 
priorities and put out a budget that continues to 
move East Hampton forward.” 

$Belltown Budget cont. from page 26

Bacon Students Reflect on High School Journey

Carolyn Baehr (left) is Bacon Academy’s valedictorian. Abigail Belding is Bacon 
Academy’s salutatorian.

By Michael Sinkewicz
Before they walk across the stage next week 

and officially mark the conclusion of their re-
markable high school careers, Carolyn Baehr 
and Abigail Belding — the valedictorian and 
salutatorian respectively of the Bacon Academy 
class of 2024 — took a moment to reflect on their 
academic journeys while looking forward to an 
exciting new chapter.

After navigating the halls of 611 Norwich 
Avenue in Colchester the past four years — col-
lecting countless memories that will serve as 
priceless souvenirs from their voyage through 
Advanced Placement courses, sporting events 
and after-school clubs — commencement repre-
sents a bittersweet moment for Bacon’s top two 
students.

Each will be tasked with addressing their 
classmates, along with the teachers, faculty and 
family members who helped guide them along 
the way. Their addresses are the culmination of 
early mornings, late nights and numerous dashes 
from classroom to classroom to beat the bell.

“I want to say something that I hope our class-
mates can think about and go with moving for-
ward in this next chapter,” conveyed Baehr.

Belding added: “What I wanted to get across in 
this speech is that everyone should be proud of 
everything that they accomplished, even just by 
being able to sit in the audience wearing the gap 
and the gown and walking across the stage — it’s 
a huge feat.”

Bacon Academy Principal Amy Begué, who 
had a front-row seat over the past four years to 
witness both students’ development, asserted 
that their academic excellence was not an acci-
dent.

“They are incredibly dedicated,” she said. 
“There is so much drive and focus that it’s hard 
to ignore. They have worked very hard to get 
where they are, so we can’t discount that in any 
way, shape or form.”

This week, both Baehr and Belding sat down 
with the Rivereast to offer a snapshot of their 
high school adventures and preview what comes 
next for two of the district’s most outstanding 
students.

The Valedictorian
By being named valedictorian, Baehr was the 

highest-performing student in her class — a dis-
tinction she wasn’t necessarily expecting, but one 
she had previously identified. 

“I kind of had it on the radar,” she recalled. “It 
was one of the goals that I set.”

COVID-19 impacted school districts across 
the country, and hit the class of 2024 as it tran-
sitioned into its freshman year of high school. 
Besides academic limitations, the pandemic-era 
provided social challenges. Baehr conveyed how 
during that school year, the class was separated, 
meaning that they essentially encountered only 
half their peers during the day.

“And you only saw the top half of their face 
because we were all in masks,” she explained.

Still, during her four years at Bacon, Baehr 
played on the volleyball team, including a two-
year stint on the varsity squad.

“It was a great experience,” she said, adding 
that last year, with the seniors who graduated, “it 

was really fun and it felt like a family.”
Additionally, Baehr was a member of the Na-

tional Honors Society, Be Well at B.A. — a mental 
health advocacy club — and was class treasurer.

Balancing a plethora of activities on top of 
course work is always a delicate task for any stu-
dent, but Baehr said she was able to utilize her 
study hall periods and occasionally, ask for a 
little bit of assistance.

“Even at times when I just felt that I was run-
ning out of time, I found that if you just asked 
your teachers for extensions or help explaining a 
concept, they’ll go out of their way to help you,” 
she said.

One of her favorite teachers was Angie Par-
kinson, a veteran social studies instructor. Even 
though Baehr hasn’t been enrolled in one of her 
courses since sophomore year, she still remem-
bers everything she learned.

“Just because of how good of a teacher she 
was,” Baehr asserted.

At home, her parents and grandparents were 
also very supportive.

“They made it so I could focus on school these 
past four years without worrying about anything 
else, which I really am grateful for,” Baehr said.

In the fall, she will participate in the UConn 
Honors Program to study mathematics with a fo-
cus on physics: “I really want to get into a quan-
tum physics related field when I’m older.”

Originally, she always envisioned going into a 
business field — perhaps working with a hedge 
fund. But as the college search began, Baehr rec-
ognized that she would’ve been making a mistake.

“I realized that I needed to do what I would be 
happy doing,” she recalled. “I didn’t really have 
any passion in the business side of things. But 
I’ve always been into space and astronomy.”

At the time of the interview, Baehr was 10 days 
away from graduating. How does that feel?

“It definitely hasn’t sunk in,” she said, adding 
that next week, when she’s not as swamped with 
finishing her assignments and final projects, and 
there’s some down time before the ceremony, re-
ality will catch up. “I feel like it’ll sink in and I’ll 
get sad.”

Baehr continued, “I feel like it’s hard because 
this is all we’ve know. This is the only aspect of 
life we’ve ever known — being a student in Col-
chester.” 

Along with individual friends, Baehr conveyed 
that you’re constantly seeing the same group of 
people on a daily basis.

“They’ve just become a staple in our life,” she 
said. “Now that we’re graduating and there’s real-
ly no reason to see these people, it’s kind of scary 
how abrupt the transition will be.”

The Salutatorian
Belding will attend the Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute (WPI) to study biomedical engineering. 
For her capstone project, she shadowed some 
graduate students working in the bio-med lab 
at WPI, which gave her confidence in her career 
path. Additionally, she combined her love for en-
gineering with biology, meshing her two inter-
ests into a promising field of study.

At Bacon, Belding was a member of the 
school’s’ successful robotics team — which re-
quired her to spend over 400 hours in the tech 

wing, perfecting their robot for competition — 
and the effort paid off; they won the state cham-
pionship.

Her tech classes helped prepare her and served 
as valuable instruction for the team.

“It’s nice to be able to take those skills that I 
learned from there and then apply it in robotics 
and learn more and build on those skills,” she said.

Belding also participated in the school band 
and choir, environmental club, STEM club, stu-
dent advisory, National Honors Society and was 
the vice president of the senior class.

What was her secret to success?
“I was always known as the person in robotics 

who always had her textbook with her,” she said. 
“So you’d just see me at off-moments working on 
whatever homework I had.”

But the community of friends Belding es-
tablished on that team also helped balance her 
course load.

“I could take those breaks,” she said. “But then 
they’d pull me back in and make sure I was still 
having fun. It’s important to not just study all the 
time.”

Without those breaks, Belding expressed that 
“your brain just doesn’t work well anymore.”

One of her favorite teachers was Amy Hop-
kins, who retired at the end of the prior school 
year. Her parents, however, were essential with 
making sure she approached her workload in a 
healthy manner.

“You get in the mindset of you have to be good 
at everything,” she said. “You have to not fail, you 
have to keep achieving. And the pressure builds 
up over time. And I’ve definitely been feeling 

that the past couple of years, but they have al-
ways made it a point to make sure that I know 
it’s okay to fail.” 

Sometimes, Belding continued, you don’t do 
well on a project or a test, but that doesn’t need 
to shatter your self-confidence.

“They’ve really helped with figuring out I 
guess how to be human,” she expressed.

Because Belding had to submit her transcript 
as she applied to different colleges, she knew her 
ranking was towards the top of the class, but was 
unaware that was near the peak.

“It was a very nice surprise, that’s for sure.”
In the closing days of the school year, she’s be-

come hyper-focused on every detail inside Bacon 
in an attempt to soak up as much as possible.

“I realized I don’t know how many more times 
I was going to walk down this hallway,” she said. 
“It’s hard because you can see all of the ‘last times’ 
coming up.”

Accordingly, Belding is collecting her peers’ 
phone numbers, allowing perhaps for a con-
tinued sense of normalcy in the months ahead. 
However, saying farewell to faculty members is 
somewhat different, she explained.

“I think what I’m going to miss most is the 
relationship I have with my teachers,” she said. 
“There’s definitely something to be said for being 
at the same school four years, because you just 
get to know all of the teachers. Even if you don’t 
presently have them for a class, you know that 
you can go them and ask for their advice or ask 
how their day is going. It’s just that relationship 
— it’s going to be sad when I have to say goodbye 
and not have that anymore.”
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Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers a vari-

ety of programs for adults and children. For a 
complete list of programs, full course descrip-
tions, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required unless noted.

Advanced registration is required for all pro-
grams. Visit portland.recdesk.com or call (860) 
342-6757 to learn more and sign up.

  Inspire Youth Girls Basketball: Girls ages 
6-13 are invited to participate in a week-long 
basketball program at Gildersleeve School start-
ing on June 24. Breakfast, lunch and snacks are 
provided. Registration costs just $20.

 Summer Concert Series at Riverfront Park: 
Presented by the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and The Brownstone Quorum, Portland’s 
free concert series is back. Join us at Riverfront 
Park on Tuesdays, July 16 – August 13 from 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. for an evening of live music. 
Our 2024 concert schedule is as follows: July 16 
- Small Town Roots, July 23 - Johny Nonsense, 
July 30 - Juice Box, August 6 - Great Hill Moun-
tain Band, August 13 - The 70’s Project

  Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp: Led by 
Coach David Bradbury, campers will learn the 
fundamentals of basketball. Camp is held Mon-
day-Friday between 9:00 am - 1:00 pm in the 
Portland High School gym. The first summer 
session is June 24 June 28; the second summer 
session is July 15-29; the third summer session 
is August 5-9.

 Summer Quest Kiddie Camp: Monday-Fri-
day, June 24 – August 9, 8:45 am – 1:00 pm at 
Portland High/Middle School. Join us for seven 
weeks of Summer fun.

Summer Quest Base Camp: Monday-Friday, 
June 24 – August 9, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm at Port-
land High/Middle School. Extended am and pm 
care is available. Join us for seven weeks of Sum-
mer fun.

Summer Quest Teen Camp: Monday-Friday, 
June 24 – August 9, June 24 – August 9, 8:30 am 
- 3:30 pm at Portland High/Middle School. Teen 
Campers go on multiple field trips each week.

  Ladies Summer Golf Clinic: Wednesdays, 
July 3 – 31, 6:00 – 7:00 pm at Portland West Golf 
Course.

 Junior Golf Workshops (Grades K-8): Mon-
days, July 8 – 29 at Portland West Golf Course. 
Grades K-2 is held from 4:00 – 5:00 pm; grades 
3-5 from 5:15 – 6:15 pm; grades 6-8 from 6:30 

– 7:30 pm.
 Tiny Tumblers: Mondays, July 8 – August 12 

from 11:45 am – 12: 15 pm at The Inner Circle. 
Kids ages 2-4 will learn the basics of gymnastics, 
rolling, balance beam, high bar, creative move-
ment and more.

Kid’s Karate: Tuesdays, July 9 – August 14 
from 4:00 – 5:00 pm at The Inner Circle. Kids 
ages 6+ will learn the basics of traditional ka-
rate. Martial arts is proved to improve focus, 
concentration, dedication and effort.

 Little Ninjas: Thursdays, July 11 – August 15 
from 3:45 – 4:45 pm OR 4:45 – 5:45 pm at The 
Inner Circle. Kids ages 3-6 will explore obstacle 
courses, board breaking, sword fighting, chal-
lenges, games and much more.

 Kid’s Gymnastics: Saturdays, July 13 – Au-
gust 17 from 11:30 AM – 12: 30 pm at The 
Inner Circle. Kids ages 6+ will learn floor ex-
ercise, balance beam, some bar work and cre-
ative movement. It is Ideal for gymnasts as well 
as cheerleaders and dancers that need to learn 
more difficult moves.

 Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday – Thurs-
day, July 15 – 18 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at the 
Portland High School Tennis Courts. Open to 
kids ages 7 -12, this Skyhawks program will help 
tennis players of all experience levels improve 
their game.

Mini-Hawk Camp: Monday – Thursday, Au-
gust 12 – 15 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at Riv-
erfront Park. Open to kids ages 4 – 6, this Sky-
hawks program was developed to give children 
a positive first step into athletics. The essentials 
of baseball, basketball and soccer are taught in 
a safe, structured environment with lots of en-
couragement and a big focus on fun.

 Sports and Games Camp: Monday – Thurs-
day, August 12 – 15 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at 
Riverfront Park. Open to kids ages 7 – 12, this 
Skyhawks program is designed to introduce 
young athletes to a variety of different sports in 
one setting.

  Tai Chi: Wednesdays or Saturdays, 9:30 - 
10:15 am on Wednesdays and 10:30 - 11:15 am 
on Saturdays at Riverfront Park.

 Kids’ Blast: Membership for the 2024-2025 
school year is now open for registration. Kids’ 
Blast is an affordable childcare program avail-
able to students enrolled in grades K - 6 in the 
Portland Public School System. a.m. (7:00-8:15) 
and p.m. (3:00 – 6:00) care is available.

Dog License Renewal & Search
for Portland’s “Top Dog”

The Portland Town Clerk’s office is once again 
accepting donations of dog and cat food as part 
of our annual contest to determine which dog 
will wear the No. 1 dog tag for the upcoming 
year. The pet food collected will go to the Port-
land Food Bank, for those in temporary need.

Entry is easy, just donate cans/ bags of dog or 
cat food when registering your dog at the Town 
Clerk’s Office between now and June 30th. For 
each can/ bag donated, your dog will earn a 
ticket for a drawing to be held at 11:00 am on 
June 28. Limit of 16 entries per dog, although 
additional donations are greatly appreciated. 
The first three tickets chosen will receive the #1, 
#2, and #3 dog tags.

All dog owners must obtain a license or re-

new their current licenses between June 1st and 
June 30th for the fiscal year beginning July 1. A 
recent state law also requires an owner of a dog 
going to a kennel to be licensed. The state-man-
dated registration fee is $8 for a spayed/ neu-
tered dog, and $19 for a non-spayed/ non-neu-
tered dog. Certificate of spayed/ neutered must 
be provided for first time licenses to receive the 
$8 fee amount. A rabies vaccination certificate 
must also be provided for first time licenses or if 
the previous vaccination has expired. After July 
1st, a $1 monthly penalty will apply.

More information can be found at www.port-
landct.org/licenses-certificates or contact the 
Town Clerk’s Office at: (860) 342-6743.

Portland Car Show
The Portland Car Show returns Friday June 

21. The parking lot of the Church of Saint 
Mary will again be filled with amazing show 
cars from the talented owners of Muscle cars, 
Street Rods, and every pristine example of our 
fascination with cars and trucks. This will be 
the 8th show the group has sponsored.

The show starts at 3 p.m. on Friday in the 

rear parking lot. Prizes will be awarded at 7 
p.m. and dinner will be available along with a 
large charity raffle.

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car 
Show is organized by Portland’s Freestone 
Council 7 located at the Church of Saint Mary. 
The proceeds of this event are used to finance 
local charitable endeavors.

Quarry Celebration
The Brownstone Quorum, along with Quarry 

View Historic Park and Campground will be 
hosting a Quarry Celebration and Craft Fair 
at Portland’s Riverfront Park on Saturday June 
8 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m..

Over 70 craft vendors and 10 local non-profit 
organizations will be offering their products or 
exhibiting their missions. Food items, jewelry, 
art, wooden crafts, artistic crafts and clothing 
items will be available.

Top Dog, Eggs Up, Ted’s Steamed Cheese-
burgers, and Yummy Wagon food cart are pro-
viding food options as well as ice cream for pa-
trons and visitors.

Children’s activities are planned by Legacy 
Land Inflatables, Portland’s Youth Services and 
the Friends of the Portland Library. Entertain-
ment is planned with musicians and dancers on 
the Riverfront Park’s Stage.

All proceeds will be dedicated to Riverfront 
Park Improvements, such as trail improvements, 
removal of invasive plants, and the planting of 
pollinator gardens, native shrubs and trees.

The Brownstone Quorum would like to thank 
the Town of Portland and The Portland Histori-
cal Society for their co-sponsorship. For more 
information, contact Tom at 860-538-3607.

2024 Juneteenth Celebration 
On Saturday, June 15, the Committee on Soli-

darity of the Town of Portland will host the 6th 
Juneteenth celebration from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. at Portland Middle School, 93 High Street. 

There will be live music including local bands 
“At Last” from Middletown and “For Fun” from 
Portland, a StoryWalk© featuring the book  A 
Flag for Juneteenth by Kim Taylor, free ice cream 
from the Ice Cream Emergency truck, arts and 
crafts, games, food and merchandise vendors 
and a diverse group of informational booths. 
Also featured will be a treasure hunt focused on 
Black artists – complete with prizes.

Performers will include Nzinga’s Daughters, 
whose program includes a variety of African, 
Caribbean, and African-American music, 

drumming, storytelling and poetry; the Har-
monizing Hearts of Zion youth choir from Zion 
First Baptist Church in Middletown, and poetry 
from Portland’s Poet Laureate, Naji Chester-
Payne.

Sponsors include Portland Public Schools, 
True Vine Holiness Church of Portland, Port-
land Historical Society, Portland Public Library, 
Portland Youth and Family Services, Middle-
sex Habitat for Humanity, Middlesex County 
NAACP, Liberty Bank and Gospel Lane’s Del 
Printing.

It will be entertaining as well as educational, 
celebrating struggles and triumphs. For more 
information, email portlandctsolidarity@gmail.
com.

No to Apartments, Yes to Commercial
By London Brazal

After two months of presentations from the 
Brainerd Place developers and comments from 
the public, the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion (P&Z) finally deliberated last Wednesday 
to discuss the proposed text amendments. 

Following the second round of public com-
ments on May 23, the developers from Bright 
Ravens and DiMarco Group introduced a 
modification to the proposed text amendment 
which would restrict the changes to the B3 zone, 
not the entire town. Town Planner Dan Bour-
ret clarified that the B3 zone is considered the 
Central Business District, not the Town Center 
Village. 

P&Z member Victoria Tchetchet thought it 
would be best to not make the restriction, so 
the town’s regulations could remain consistent. 
“It further complicates things by going from 
district to district,” she said. Tchetchet noted 
that only one other property in town could 
fit the maximum number of apartments pro-
posed, and it was “highly unlikely” to see that 
built. P&Z member Rob Taylor agreed to keep 
the regulations straightforward. The motion to 
include the restriction to zone B3 was denied 
unanimously by the commission. Sections of 
the proposed text amendment that were ap-
proved would apply to the whole town. 

Since there were different aspects to the pro-
posed text amendment, P&Z decided to sepa-
rate the motions and vote on the individual sec-
tion. The first change regarding section 9.17.1 
asked to increase the allowable MUD residen-
tial units from 240 to 350. Commission member 

Chantal Foster found it difficult to separate the 
text amendment from the other permit which 
proposed changes to the project’s blueprints. 
She noted that the commission had granted all 
requested waivers in 2020 and 2022 from the 
developers, and the town provided incentives to 
keep the project moving. Despite the pros and 
cons presented by the public, there was doubt 
about the effort made to secure commercial 
development for the site. Foster questioned the 
rationale behind adding another 110 apartment 
units when the success of the initial 240 units is 
still uncertain. 

Ellsworth noted that increasing residential 
units from 240 to 350 represented a 45% in-
crease, which they found significant and un-
suitable for a small town. He agreed that a com-
promise could be an option, but was uncertain 
about the specifics. He expressed discomfort 
with the proposed increase, citing concerns 
about traffic and the potential impact on their 
small-town population. Furthermore, he felt 
that adding this amount of residential space 
could be a shock to the community. 

Tchetchet referenced the proposed changes to 
the corner building with smaller shops instead 
of one large building. She acknowledged that 
while it was part of the plan, there was no way 
to know how interconnected more apartments 
were to the changes in retail. She suggested that 
their decision should be independent of the 
plan, noting that the developer might return 
with another option regardless of the commis-
sion’s decision.

Taylor highlighted the issue of traffic, noting 
that an engineer specializing in the field had 
provided an opinion without any contradict-
ing views from other engineers. Because of this, 
he felt there was no reason to doubt the engi-
neer’s assessment that traffic would decrease 
with more apartments than retail. Taylor be-
lieved the special permit modification would 
benefit the town and was concerned about 
building commercial spaces that might remain 
empty. He recognized that a project of this size 
would bring changes that not everyone would 
welcome, but he saw potential benefits such as 
a livelier downtown and increased business for 
local establishments. He acknowledged the un-
certainty of how the 240 units would impact the 
town but felt that any development would sig-
nificantly alter the area’s feel, whether the plan 
involved 240 or 350 units.

The motion to approve 350 apartments failed, 
with Taylor saying “yes” while the other four 
members said “no.” Taylor emphasized the im-
portance of considering the developer’s profes-
sional opinion regarding the difficulty of find-
ing commercial tenants in Portland. He noted 
that if professionals were struggling to attract 
tenants willing to invest in leasing space, it was 
a factor that couldn’t be ignored. 

Foster expressed surprise that there hadn’t 
been a study conducted before starting the de-
velopment project. She found it unusual for a 
developer not to have investigated such a criti-
cal aspect. While unsure about the situation’s 
reality, she noted the fluctuating availability 
of open spaces and storefronts in Middletown 

even after the COVID pandemic. 
Taylor rebutted, saying the demand for com-

mercial space has changed as a result of the pan-
demic. However, Ellsworth agreed if they were 
talking about brick-and-mortar retail. “But 
commercial really comprises of more than just 
retail,” said Ellsworth. “There’s professional of-
fices, so let’s keep that in mind too.” 

The next motion referencing zoning regu-
lation 9.17.1 to increase the ratio of allowable 
apartments from 16 to 21 per 5,000 sq. ft. of 
commercial space failed 4-1, Taylor in favor of 
the change. In Ellsworth’s opinion, he believed 
the proposal leans too heavily towards residen-
tial development compared to commercial, ex-
ceeding the current regulations. Due to this im-
balance, he opposed the proposal and thought 
a mixed-use development should have a more 
equitable balance between the components. 

The last motion to allow the sum of commer-
cial space on a second floor in the total com-
mercial area calculation was unanimously ap-
proved by the commission, making it the only 
aspect of the text amendment to pass. Discus-
sion was short regarding this point, as board 
members were okay with the idea of relaxing 
the regulation. With some time to review other 
text amendments on the commission’s agenda, 
the approved section of the text amendment has 
an effective date of July 1. 

PZC Application #23-17 which was contin-
gent on the text amendments was still scheduled 
for the P&Z’s regular meeting on Thursday, June 
6 but was listed as “to be determined.” 

Soccer Registration
Portland Soccer Club - Fall Travel Soccer 

Registration - Deadline: Sunday, June 9:
Please Register at:  https://clubs.bluesombre-

ro.com/portlandsoccerclub.    
Cost of Registration: $170.  There is a $30 late 

fee for registrations after 6/9/24.  Late registra-
tions are not guaranteed roster placement. 

PSC anticipates fielding gender-based teams 
(U9 and up) for the 2024 Fall season.  All in-
terested soccer players U9 and older (beginning 
with 2016 birth year players) must play Travel.  
PSC is closing U9 eligibility in our Rec pro-
gram.  The club reserves the right to combine 
age groups based upon registration numbers.  
Refunds will be issued if a player is not placed 
on a team. Financial assistance may be available, 

if needed.
Tentative Evaluation Session - Friday June 14 

at the Portland Rec Complex, 301 Gospel Lane, 
Portland.  Players will be provided with con-
firmed date/time details.

All Players must attend the Evaluation Ses-
sion.  Players are directed to wear cleats, shin 
guards, and bring a water bottle and an appro-
priately sized ball. The wearing of any PSC uni-
form by players is prohibited. 

Contacts for registration questions: Chad 
Wilson, President  nosliw.dahc@gmail.com, 
Chris Donahue, Vice President donahuecj@
sbcglobal.net, Anne Whalen, Registrar awha-
len34@yahoo.com.
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DiMauro Oil Company, llc

Heating Oil – Diesel Fuel – Kerosene
24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
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CT Reg # HOD. 596
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Portland

Pre-Buy Price Protection Plans Budget Plans

Service Contracts Senior Citizen Discount

Automatic Delivery Volume Discount

Prompt Delivery On-Site Diesel Delivery

(860) 342-2969
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

RE4-26-24

Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide

You the Best Dentistry
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BROTHERS OIL 
COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S1-0409939

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

NOW SERVICING & INSTALLING
A/C SYSTEMS!

First Congregational Church News 
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

located at 554 Main St., is an open and affirming 
congregation of the United Church of Christ. All 
are welcome to participate in the worship ser-
vices and activities of the church. The church is 
handicapped accessible and also offers YouTube 
services for those unable to attend in person. The 
church office is open three mornings a week, and 
may be reached at 860-342-3244.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10:00 a.m. and 
is led by Intentional Interim Minister, Rev. Dr. 
Barry McCarthy. On Sunday, June 9, his message 
is titled, “Be Still.” Coffee Hour follows the wor-
ship service and is a time of fellowship for all. All 
are invited to participate in the worship service 
and coffee hour.

Children’s Activities: Church School and 
Infant/Toddler Care is available each Sunday. 
School aged children ben in the worship service 
in the sanctuary with their families and will be 
brought downstairs for church school after the 
Children’s Message. Infants/toddlers may be 
dropped off in Fellowship Hall before the service 
or at any point during the service. The Faith For-
mation program is under the direction of Mary 
Clark.

Adult Choir: All are welcome to join the choir, 
which sings at Sunday worship services. Choir 
practice is held on Thursday evenings at 6:30.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Women’s Fel-
lowship of the church sponsors a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. All knitters are invited to be part of the 
knitting group that makes the shawls on Tues-
days at 1:00 p.m.

Twelve Step Groups: Alanon meets at the church 
on Sunday evenings at 7:00. Living Clean meets at 
the church on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
church collects non-perishable food for the Port-
land Food Bank and Amazing Grace Food Pan-
try at each Sunday’s worship service. The church 
sponsors meals for Streetfire Ministries and St. 
Vincent De Paul in Middletown. Most recent is 
the breakfast that is served at Chatham Court in 
Portland.

Nursery School: The First Church Nursery 
School offers a program for three-year-olds on 
Tuesday and Thursday, and the four-year-old 
program runs on Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day. Please contact Amy Jahnke at 860-342-1111 
or 1stchurchnurseryschool@gmail.com for more 
information.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6760.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The 
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, the senior center does 
not need any donations directed toward the se-
nior center. People are asked to only leave dona-
tions for the Food Bank, and only during food 
bank hours. 

Medical Equipment Donations: Call the se-
nior center to ask if the center is seeking medi-
cal equipment donations at this time. Due to 
limited space, donations cannot be accepted at 
the senior center without prior approval by the 
director.

Next Week’s Programs: Monday: Light Aer-
obics, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Clini; Syncosize II Dance 
and Fitness, 10:30-11:30 a.m.; 11:30 Joanie on 
the Sport;  10:00-11:00am Tai Chi- $5 per class/
registration required; Tuesday: Bears on a Jour-
ney, 9:30-11 a.m., making fleece teddy bears for 
cancer patients – donations are sought of light 
fleece, one yard or more, for making bears (to 
donate, call 860-342-0809); Watercolor Class, 
9:30 a.m.-noon (last class of session - to register, 
email bivenne@yahoo.com); 9:00 walking club. 
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; 
Wednesday: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
Syncosize II Dance and Fitness, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.; 10:00am Day Trip to Foxwoods Casino- 
Attendee is responsible for food and gambling 

expenses’ noon, Lunch & Learn with National 
Health – “The Warning Signs of Dementia”; 
Bridge, 12:30 p.m. Thursday: Knit & Stitch, 
10 a.m.; 10:30 Nutritional Cooking Class with 
UCONN; Mahjong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m. 
Friday: Light aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m; 10:30 
a.m. Family Fun with Ken Doney. 

Special Events: Thursday, May 30: Sound 
Healing with Gina at 10 a.m. 

Congregate Meals: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at noon. Fee: $3 suggested donation. Seniors 
(60+) can socialize with other members of the 
community while enjoying a hot lunch. If inter-
ested in attending, ask or call Holly or Judy for 
an application form-860.342.6761

Blood Pressure Clinics: 10:30-11:30 a.m. on 
the first Monday of each month. 

Free Hearing Screenings: The second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m., with Virginia Du-
clos of “All Ears” in Portland. No registration is 
necessary.

Learn Mahjong with Laurie: Fridays, 10 
a.m.-noon, starting May 24. This is a six-week 
session. 

Foot Care: Taking appointments for the Foot 
Clinic with Stacey Cormier RN. She will be of-
fering many services for $35.00. Please call to 
register and for more information.

Volunteer Drivers Sought for Meals-on-
Wheels: Meals would be delivered to the home-
bound Monday-Friday. The delivery usually 
takes about an hour. For full details, call Holly 
at 860-342-6761.

Center will be closed on Wednesday, June 
19 in observance of the Juneteeth Holiday.

Horseshoe League Seeks 
New Members

The Portland Horseshoe League is looking for 
horseshoe players of any skill level to join for the 
2024 season, which will start in late May (date 
to be determined). 

Folks from surrounding towns are welcome 
also. Games take place at the Horseshoe pits in 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill in Portland. The 
league meets on Wednesdays from 5:45- 8 p.m.

Email Andy Bauer  at  AndyTBauer@gmail.
com  if  interested. Portland Horseshoes is an 
alcohol-free activity.

Zion Lutheran Church News
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., offers in-person worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. A recording of the service is posted to 
YouTube on Mondays by 9 a.m. Bulletins for the 
service are posted each week at zionlutheran-
portland.org.

Sunday School for children ages 3 to 16 meets 
the first and third Sunday of each month at 
10:15 a.m.  Adult Bible Study is continuing its 

discussion of The Chosen video series and meets 
the second and fourth Sunday of each month at 
10:15 a.m. 

All are welcome to all worship services and 
special events. For more information or if in 
need of pastoral assistance, call 860-342-2860, 
email zion.lutheran@snet.net, or visit zionlu-
theranportland.org. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Chip Sealing
The Portland Department of Public Works 

expects to begin chip sealing the following 
roads in late-May and continuing through the 
month of June:

Ann St, Arvid Rd, Bartlett St, Bell Ct, Brain-
erd Dr, Carousel Dd, Church St, Covell Hill R, 
Edgewood R, Edwards Rd, Fairview St, Free-
stone Ave Ext, Hale Rd, Highland Ave, Home-
stead Ave, Indian Hill Rd, Joelle Dr, Olsen Ave, 
Palmer Rd, Strong Ave, Taylor Dr, Waverly Ave, 
Woodland Rd.

The chip seal process consists of distributing 
a liquid asphalt emulsion on the roadway and 
covering the liquid asphalt with crushed stone 

to provide a new wearing surface. Chip seal-
ing extends the life of a roadway by protecting 
it from moisture, ultra-violet degradation and 
any other exposures that could damage a road-
way. Drivers should exercise caution as loose 
stone will be present on the roadway. It is rec-
ommended when travelling on a recently chip 
sealed road to slow down and allow additional 
space between vehicles.

The Department apologizes for any incon-
veniences and urges residents to use alternate 
routes where possible. As a quick reminder, 
please use caution and consider worker safety 
when driving through a construction zone.

Huge Artisan Craft Fair
 A huge artisan craft fair is coming to River-

front Park on Saturday June 8 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Over 75 craft vendors and 10 local 
non-profit organizations will be there. There 
will be live entertainment, food trucks, kids’ 
bounce houses, games, face painting, etc. 

Top Dog, Eggs Up, Ted’s Steamed Cheese-
burgers, and Yummy Wagon are providing 
food options as well as ice cream for patrons 
and visitors. Children’s activities are planned 
by Legacy Land Inflatables, Portland’s Youth 
Services and the Friends of the Portland Li-
brary. Entertainment will include musicians 

and dancers on the Riverfront Park’s stage.
All proceeds will be used  to support the 

Portland Riverfront Park, located at 284 
Brownstone Avenue, where Brownstone Quo-
rum volunteers are removing harmful invasive 
plants, and replacing them with native plants, 
trees and pollinator gardens. The Brownstone 
Quorum would like to thank Quarry View 
Historic Park, Town of Portland and Portland 
Historical Society for their co-sponsorship of 
this Quarry Celebration and Craft Fair. Rain 
date is Sunday June 9. For more information, 
contact Tom at 860-538-3607.

“Connections” in the Hubbard Farmstead Gallery
Brownstone Arts announces a Spring exhibi-

tion and sale at the Hubbard Farmstead Gallery 
in Portland. The show, titled “Connections,” 
opens with a reception on Friday, June 14, from 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wine and refreshments will 
be served and there will be musical entertain-
ment by Deep Ellum — the acoustic musicians 
Jon Swift and Rich Johnson, playing and singing 
an Americana mix of blues, old jazz, bluegrass, 
and oldies.

Founded in 2007 and based in Portland, 
Brownstone Arts consists of members from 
towns up and down the Connecticut River Val-
ley. The artists work in a variety of mediums 
including oils and acrylics, watercolors, pottery, 

pastels, photography, glass, sculpture and print-
making. For members and those who show with 
them, this event marks an opportunity to gather 
once again to share the fruits of their creativity 
with each other and with the public. New mem-
bers are welcome and membership forms will 
be available at the gallery.

The Hubbard Farmstead Gallery is located in 
the restored barn on the historic 1852 property 
owned by Elwin Guild and Joan Giesemann at 
332 Middle Haddam Road.

Gallery hours for visitors to the show:  Satur-
days and Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m., June 15, 16, 
22, 23, or by appointment:  860-342-1547.

Donations Needed
Each year the American Legion Auxiliary 

Post 69 in Portland sponsors two girls to attend 
Laurel Girl State. They are seeking donations to 
reach a goal of $800.00 for this year.

Checks can be made out to: American Legion 
Auxiliary, Post 69, 117 High Street, Portland, 
CT 06480.

Portland Fair/Portland Fish and Game Fundraiser
On July 20, come on down to Portland’s Riv-

erfront Park for an afternoon/evening of great 
food and music.  The event will start at 4 p.m. 
and go until 8 p.m. The adult meal will be a BBQ 
Chicken dinner consisting of BBQ Chicken, 
Corn on the Cob, and French Fries. The Child’s 
dinner (for children under 12) will consist of a 
Hot Dog, French Fries and Corn on the Cob.  
The food will be served from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
The music will be live local bands playing for 
the entire event.  Tickets are $25/Adult and $10/
Child.  Come on down and see your friends and 
neighbors and support not one - but two great 
organizations.  

To get tickets, you have options: Contact any-
one on the fair committee or in the Fish and 
Game Club. Visit Quarry Days on June 8th at 
Riverfront Park, we will be selling tickets there. 
Send a text to Sue Colby (860-398-1990). Send a 
check to – Portland Fair, PO Box 862, Portland 
06480 (with your address and phone number) 
and we will arrange to either mail your tickets, 
arrange a pickup/drop-off, or we will hold them 
for you at the door.  

If you have any questions/issues, please call 
Joyce Murphy at 860-759-3860 or email:  jmur-
phy5_06480@yahoo.com.  

Tues.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30 • Closed Friday, June 14th

Great Gift Ideas for 
Dads & Grads!

11/13 Pickering Street 860-342-0612Portland

• Summer Hats
• Carhartt Clothing
• Shorts & Tee Shirts

• Pocket Knives
• Camping Supplies
...and so much more!
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24Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

We also have replacement batteries.

$10.00 
OFF

Offer Ends 6/30/2024

We Are An
Emissions Test Station!

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

THE HEAT
IS ON!

We make
KEYS & FOBS
for less than
the dealer!

Air 
Conditioning

Tune Up!

$20.00 OFF
A/C Service

Offer Ends 6/30/2024

Inflation 
Fighting

ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

NOW AT: 283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit the 
calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. 

Library Closing: Wednesday, June 19 in hon-
or of Juneteenth.

Movie: Wednesday June 12, 1:00 p.m. - One 
Life

One Seed One Community: Intergenera-
tional Green Bean cooking class: Friday, June 
21 at 10:30 a.m. at the Waverly Senior Center. 
Buried in beans? Learn a simple green bean 
recipe from our friends at Fire Ring Farm at 
this fun community/ intergenerational program 
at the Waverly Senior Center Kitchen! Open to 
chefs ages 6 and up. Please register all who will 
be present in the room because space is limited. 
Registration can be done through our website 
calendar or by calling the library at 860-342-
6770.

Multi-Generational Drumming Circle: 
Monday June 17 6:30 p.m. Gather on the Wa-
verly Town Green for a West African-inspired 
drum circle led by Mark Zarrillo, knowledge-
able in West African music, culture and with 40 
years drumming wisdom. Drums will be sup-
plied.

Your Edible Landscape: Thursday June 13 
from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Hunting for wild edible 
plants doesn’t have to mean hiking in exotic 
locations far from home; many delicious and 
nutritious wild foods grow in your own back-
yard. Join Karen Monger as she teaches about 
the fruits, nuts, flowers, and greens found right 
outside your back door. Registration Requested.

Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday June 
18, 1:00 p.m. Everyone in my Family has Killed 
Someone by Benjamin Stevenson.

Summer Reading Program for Children 
and Teens: Adventure Begins at Your Library! 
Visit the library on or after June 17 to pick up 
your reading log or visit the Summer Reading 

portal on our website to track your reading 
electronically. Each day you read 20 minutes 
or more counts towards your summer reading 
goal. Earn prizes each time you reach 5 days. 

Storytime Adventures. Mondays at 10:30 
a.m., June 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. Join us in our 
Mary Flood Room to enjoy stories, rhymes and 
songs. A craft project will be offered at the end 
of the program. Registration is required and be-
gins on Monday, June 3. 

Summer Adventure Club. Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m., June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. For 
students going into Grades K-2. Join us for six 
weeks of summer adventures in building, the 
great outdoors, cooking, circus activities, craft-
ing and Olympic games. Registration is required 
and begins on Monday, June 3. 

League of Adventurers. Tuesdays at 10:30 
a.m.; June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. For students 
going into Grades 3-5. Join us for a new adven-
ture each week, from traveling the Oregon trail, 
to participating in the Greek Olympics, to solv-
ing an ancient Egyptian mystery. Registration is 
required and begins on Monday, June 3. 

Family Show: The Poop Museum. Wednes-
day, June 26 at 6:30 p.m. Fast paced and highly 
interactive, The Poop Museum is the perfect 
combination of fun, fabulous, fascinating facts, 
so that kids (and parents) never forget what they 
learned. Registration is required and begins on 
Monday, June 3. 

Teen Program: The Gene-ius of Taste. 
Thursday, June 20 at 3:00 p.m. For students go-
ing into grades 6-up. The Connecticut Science 
Center will be at the library to help us extract 
our own DNA and turn it into a necklace. We’ll 
learn about the genes that affect our taste buds 
and figure out our tasting genotypes. Registra-
tion is required.

Adult Program: Monthly Writers’ Cafe: Sat-
urday June 15, July 20, & Aug 17 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Van Beynum Room. Our monthly Writ-
ers’ Cafe is continuing on the third Saturday of 
each month from 12:30-2pm. The first hour will 
be quiet, communal, writing time, with the final 
30 minutes set aside to chat about your project 
with fellow writers.

Trinity Episcopal Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., holds 

Bible Study at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday, and ser-
vices are held at 9:30 a.m. All are invited. Chil-
dren, ages 4 to 12, are welcome to attend Church 
School. 

CT Humane  Society Project:  Trinity 
monthly service project is supporting pet 
adoption for the CT Humane Society. We are 
accepting donations of new dog and cat toys 
and food bowls in the collection bin outside the 
front doors of the church. We are also collecting 
"soft" dog and cat treats inside any church door 
on Fridays from 2:00-4:00 pm and Sundays 9:30 
am - 11:00 am. Please do not leave any treat 
items outside at any other time. Families who 
adopt dogs or cats will be given a “treat bag” that 

contains treats, toys, bowls and a thank you note 
for adopting. For more information, please call 
860-262-3251.

Office Hours Change:  We have shifted the 
time for our church office hours, for prayer and 
meditation and for Anglican  Prayer beading 
back to 2:00 to 4:00 pm on Fridays. We wel-
come all. No prior beading experience is  re-
quired.  It's  a great time  for relaxed fellowship 
and socializing. Check out our website,  www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org  for  more 
information, our calendar of events, donate or 
listen to past  sermons.    If you have any other 
prayer requests to lift up, please email the church 
office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com. 

From the First Selectman’s Desk
Dear Portland Residents,

I hope this letter finds you and your family well and ready for an enjoyable summer. June is 
here, bringing some great upcoming events in town. I hope to see you at the Quarry Celebration 
Day this Saturday, June 8th, at Riverfront Park from 10 AM – 4 PM. The following Saturday, 
June 15th, is the Juneteenth Celebration sponsored by Portland’s Social Justice Coalition, run-
ning from 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM at Portland Middle School.

Below is an update on some of the projects we are currently working on at Town Hall:
School Facilities Project: The plan to renovate and expand Valley View Elementary School 

into a Pre-K through Grade 5 school is moving closer to a referendum vote that will coincide 
with the November 5, 2024, National Election. Last month, the Board of Education approved 
the education plan for this proposal. The action items now move to the Board of Selectmen, 
where several requirements must be met to have a bonding question placed on this year’s ballot. 
A Public Hearing on the proposed plan is scheduled for June 18th at 6 PM in the Buck-Foreman 
Community Room, located at 265 Main Street. Directly following that meeting, the Board of Se-
lectmen will hold a Special Meeting at 7:15 PM to send the Resolution to a Special Town Meet-
ing. That meeting will be held in the Buck-Foreman Community Room on June 26th at 6:30 PM. 
At the Special Town Meeting, the meeting will adjourn to the November Election.

Jobs Pond Flooding: Water levels at Jobs Pond continue to rise to record levels, flooding 
homes and displacing residents. I am pleased to report that help may soon be on the way. The 
Town has been notified that state funds have been made available to cover the local match nec-
essary to fully fund the project of pumping out Jobs Pond. Many thanks to State Senator Norm 
Needleman and State Representative Christie Carpino for their efforts in helping us secure these 
funds. These state funds will now be combined with federal funds from the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. NRCS has put the total cost of dewatering Jobs Pond at $750,000 
and has committed to funding $562,500 of the cost. The state will now fund the remaining 
$187,500. There are still several items that need to be completed before work can begin, but this 
is a wonderful step forward. More details to come.

Water Source Project: The Town continues to work towards its goal of achieving water inde-
pendence. To meet timeline targets, hydrogeological engineers from GZA GeoEnvironmental 
have advised the Town that a fully established well needs to be drilled this year to allow time 
for the necessary permitting and pump testing. Timing is critical as the Town’s current contract 
with MDC is set to expire on January 1, 2026. If we do not have an alternative water source in 
place, we may have no choice but to sign another long-term contract with MDC. Because of this, 
the Board of Selectmen have asked for a plan that would fully fund the next phase of this project. 
More information on these next steps will be coming soon.

High Street Road Repair and Reconstruction: A drainage project on High Street is scheduled 
to begin this month in preparation for a road repair and reconstruction project later this year. 
The plan would be to mill and pave High Street from the intersection of Marlborough Street 
heading north to the entrance of Portland High School.  The area of High Street north of the 
High School is slated for a water main replacement project that that is currently in the design 
phase. 

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or comments: 
by email at rcurley@portlandct.org or by phone at 860-342-6715. Office hours can be made by 
appointment or by stopping by Town Hall.

Sincerely,
Ryan J. Curley

First Selectman
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We handle all the paperwork and details. This service
is provided through our office free of charge.

Transferring Pre-planned, Prepaid Funeral
Services to Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Also Pre-planning for Everyone 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home
Family and Staff are honored to provide

full services to all denominations
with attention to every detail. 

Family Serving Families

Simply call or email one of our funeral
professionals for more information:

860-537-9611
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

167 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT

RE5-7-21

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering
•Custom Sandblast

•Pet Markers •Garden Stones

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
For immediate service, call

860-917-7871
“A monument should cost no more 

than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 6/30/24.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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 Advanced planning of your Cemetery Plot is a loving gift 
that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst 

of their grief. Whether a Traditional Plot, Cremation Plot or 
Columbarium Niche let us help you with your needs.

WELCOMING THOSE OF ALL FAITHS AND BELIEFS
caretaker@swedishcemeteryportlandct.org
www.swedishcemeteryportlandct.org

Swedish 
Cemetery

PO Box 535 / 184 William St.
Portland, CT 06480-0535

(860) 365-9589

Obituary 
Policy

There is a $100 
fee to place 
obituaries. 

All obituaries 
can be sent 
to bulletin@

glcitizen.com.

Hebron
Susan Ramsey

Susan Ramsey of 
Wethersfield, CT, former-
ly of Hebron, CT.

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of Susan Ramsey, 
a cherished mother and 
grandmother.

Susan peacefully de-
parted this world on Oc-
tober 21, 2023, at the age 
of 75, surrounded by the 
love of her family. She was born on November 
4, 1947, in Canton, Ohio, to her parents William 
and Gloria Horner.

A dedicated mother, Susan leaves behind 
a legacy of love and unwavering support. She 
was the proud mother of her son Jason Ramsey, 
her daughter Kristin Garrison and her loving 
son-in-law William Garrison. Susan was also a 
proud Grandmother to her adoring Grandchil-
dren Lexi and Austin Garrison and extended 
family members. Her influence in their lives is 
immeasurable.

Susan’s warm smile, nurturing presence, and 
boundless love have shaped her family’s charac-
ter and values.

Susan will be remembered for her warmth 
and boundless love. She possessed a remarkable 
ability to connect with people from all walks of 
life, and her friendships ran deep, a testament to 
her caring nature.

She will be deeply missed by her friends, 
neighbors, and all who had the privilege of 
knowing her.

In this time of sorrow, we remember Susan 
for her kindness, compassion, in all the hearts 
of the people she touched and everyone that 
met her were fortunate to have her in their lives. 
May she forever rest in peace and be forever in 
our memories.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that do-
nations be made to American Cancer Society in 

Marlborough
Robert Elliott

On May 25, 2024, Rob-
ert Michael Elliott, a lov-
ing and cherished hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
and endearing friend to 
many both personally 
and professionally, passed 
away suddenly and unex-
pectedly as the holy father 
called him home.

A lifelong New Eng-
lander and Wethersfield 
CT native, Robert was well-loved in Marlbor-
ough, CT, where he lived and raised his family, 
and currently resides with his wife in Glaston-
bury, CT.  

Robert was a vibrant 78-year-old man and an 
accomplished professional with an ambitious 
entrepreneurial spirit who will be remembered 
for his many God-given blessings and gifts with 
which he touched the lives of many people be-
cause he was happiest when he was giving and 
sharing of himself with his family, and friends 
and community. His exuberance for life, his pas-
sion and curiosity for the law, his love of sports 
and athletics, history and reading and collecting 
books, and his reverent love for his family and 
friends were his greatest joys. 

Robert had a natural capacity for giving and 
was a giver from the heart until his last day and 
was always thinking of others. He especially 
loved to travel and always shared that experi-
ence with those friends and family around him, 
whether it be trips to Hawaii, the many adven-
tures in Ireland, Greece, the Caribbean, Paris, 
Italy, Maine, Florida or his beloved Nantucket. 
He always wanted everyone to have a good time 
and experience life to the fullest. He persevered 
and lived a big life which he filled with his love 
of family and life. He never walked away from a 
challenge. He saw challenges as opportunities. 
He was competitive and never gave up. Rob-
ert’s eyes would light up when he spoke of his 
children and grandchildren, proudly boasting 
about their accomplishments. 

We will also remember him for his own ath-
letic accomplishments in basketball, baseball, 
soccer, golf and tennis.  He was a three-sport 
varsity athlete at Wethersfield High, going on to 
play in college on an athletic scholarship. There 
is a record he holds at Wethersfield High that 
has yet to be broken of thirty-one (31) points 
scored in the first half of basketball and his bat-
ting record of (.756). 

Robert will be remembered for his love of 
the law with a life-long career of more than 53 
years servicing families and supporting clients 
in CT. He was a graduate of Wethersfield High 
School and he received his Bachelors from St. 
Anselm College in New Hampshire. He earned 
his Juris Doctorate from Suffolk University 
in Boston and went on to practice law in CT. 
Robert taught school at the Washington Street 
School in Hartford, CT, prior to taking the bar 
exam. Subsequently he was a Member of State of 
CT Bar, Federal District Court of Connecticut, 
Supreme Court of the United States, American 
Bar Association, CT Trial Lawyers Assoc. and 
the CT Bar Assoc. He was Town Attorney for 
East Haddam CT and Marlborough CT. And he 
was a lifelong member of the Adare Golf Club 
in Ireland.  He was always working to better the 
lives of others through his love of law.  

Robert is survived by his loving wife and best 
friend of nearly 20 years Denice Renee Elliott of 
Glastonbury, his three beloved children Krystn 

Marlborough
Sandra Dougan

Sandra (Foley) Dou-
gan, 75, of Marlborough 
passed away on Wednes-
day, May 29, 2024 at Hart-
ford Hospital peacefully 
with family by her side. 
She leaves her husband 
and best friend of 53 years 
Patrick J. Dougan.

Born in Hartford, San-
dra was the daughter of 
the late William J. and E. 
Lorraine (Girouard) Foley. She worked in the 
banking industry for many years, retiring as a 
Vice President at the Manchester Savings Bank 
in 2012. In retirement, she enjoyed her Wednes-
day Portland par-T-gals Golf League and her 
Blackledge Friday Ladies Golf League.

In addition to her husband, Sandra was be-
loved by her two sons and their wives, Patrick 
J. Dougan, Jr. and his wife Leontine of VA, 
Michael Dougan and his wife Kerry of RI, her 
daughter Kelly Juliano and her husband Joe of 
Glastonbury and her grandchildren Connor 
and Trevor Dougan, George and Jane Juliano, 
Flynn and CJ Dougan, her brother William J. 
Foley III and wife Janet of Hebron, her sisters 
Patricia Foley of West Hartford, Denise Foley 
of Guilford, and sister-in-law Juli Shamback of 
Eastford. Aunt Sandy will be missed by Katie, 
Meaghan, Colleen, Billy, Tim, Molly, Alex, Er-
nie, and Cristin and their families. 

Funeral services and burial will be private. 
Friends may call on Friday, June 14, 2024 from 
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., at Mulryan Funeral Home, 
725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. For online con-
dolences, please visit www.mulryanfh.com.

her memory.
We welcome you to Celebrate Susan’s life on 

June 15, 2024 from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m., at Heart-
stone Farm & Winery, 468 Connecticut 87, Co-
lumbia, CT 06237.

Colchester
Jennie Lenkiewicz

Jennie Theresa (Bo-
luck) Lenkiewicz, of 
Colchester, passed away 
peacefully at her home on 
June 3, 2024.  She was 91 
years old. 

Jenny was also born 
in Colchester, on March 
11, 1933, a daughter of 
the late Samuel and Ju-
lia (Makyk) Boluck. The 
family was a Gold Star 
Family with her brother being memorialized 
as the Adler Boluck, VFW Post 6990, Colches-
ter. Jennie later went on to become a member of 
the VFW Auxiliary there. 

Jennie was a graduate of Bacon academy with 
the class of 1951. She later went on to earn her 
degree in Nursing.  She married her husband, 
Thomas Walter Lenkiewicz on August 15, 
1953. The couple made their home in Colches-
ter where they raised their three children. Tom 
predeceased her on March 30, 2019. She was a 
communicant of St. Andrew Church and for-
mer President for two terms with the Colchester 
Historical Society. Jennie retired several years 
ago.  Her career changed over time, working as 
a nurse in Colchester for the late Dr. Israel, Bor-
row Clerk for the Town of Colchester, S&S 
Worldwide, Clerk for Belmont Funeral Home 
and, overnights at Backus Hospital in charge 
of the Pediatric wing.  Jennie loved gardening 
in her own backyard, and most importantly, 
she was a loving and devoted wife, mother and 
grandmother.     

She leaves her children and their spouses, 
Lori (Peter) Desautel of Colchester, Thomas 
(Kathleen) Lenkiewicz of Hebron, Dave Lenkie-
wicz of Lebanon; grandchildren, Jennie Desau-
tel, Adam (Kylie) Desautel, Jason (Ingrid) Len-
kiewicz, Allison Lenkiewicz; a great grandson, 
Parker; a nephew, Brian Bourgoin; and many 
extended family members and friends including 
her in-home caregiver, Theresa. In addition to 
her husband and parents, she was predeceased 
by a grandson, Matthew Desautel, a niece, Lin-
da Bourgoin and siblings, John (KIA), Nicholas, 
and Frank Boluck, Dorothy Gorick and Ann 
Smyk.

A funeral Mass was celebrated at St. An-
drew Church in Colchester on Wednesday, 
June 5th, followed by burial in Linwood Cem-
etery. There are no calling hours. The Aurora-

McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester has 
been entrusted with care of arrangements. To 
share a memory of Jennie or a condolence mes-
sage to her family, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.
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Portland
Mary Brown

Mary Kelly Brown, 61, 
of Cromwell, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday May 
26th surrounded by her 
loving family.

Mary was born in Hart-
ford on July 7th, 1962, 
to Alice Kelly & the late 
Thomas Kelly Jr. of Crom-
well. Mary graduated 
from Mercy High School 
in 1980 and went on to 
become the first female volunteer firefighter and 
EMT for Portland Engine Co. #1. Mary contin-
ued her career as an EMT for Professional Am-
bulance and as a pharmacy tech at Middlesex 
Hospital.

Mary was a devoted wife of 42 years to her 
high school sweetheart and soul mate Richard 
Brown. She was the proud mother of her two 
beautiful daughters, Caitlin Brown Charest, her 
husband Kevin, and their son Dylan of Port-
land, and Jordyn Brown Misseri and her hus-
band Nicholas of Cromwell. Mary leaves behind 
her brother Daniel Kelly and his wife Donna of 
Cromwell and was predeceased by her brother 
James Kelly of Cromwell. Other surviving loved 
ones include an aunt, eight nieces and nephews, 
three great-nieces and nephews, as well as nu-
merous cousins and friends.

If you knew Mary, you knew she was the 
sweetest, most empathetic person you could 
meet. Whatever she felt, she felt with her whole 
being. Mary was a passionate photographer and 
artist and an admirer of musical theater. She was 
also very proud of her Irish heritage.

The family would like to say a special thank 
you to the ER & Hospice staff at Middlesex 
Health for their compassionate care.

Friends may call at the Portland Memorial 
Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland on Sat-
urday, June 8th from 9 a.m. until 10:30 a.m., 
followed by burial in the Swedish Cemetery, 
Portland.

Hebron
Marilyn Barry (Lester)

Marilyn lived a rich 
and full life for almost 95 
years. Marilyn was quite a 
beauty, took great care of 
herself, and was a loving 
and honest person blessed 
with her mental faculties 
and a great sense of hu-
mor her entire life.

Marilyn, a patriot who 
loved our country, passed 
on Memorial Day. Born in 
Hartford, she graduated from Mount St. Joseph 
Academy in West Hartford and worked at Aetna 
in Hartford where she met her husband, the late 
John Wadsworth Barry. After having three chil-
dren while living in West Hartford, the Barrys 
moved to a small farm in Deep River.  In ad-
dition to her farm duties, Marilyn returned to 
work in her 30s first as a Secretary at Mount St. 
John School in Deep River and then returned to 
Aetna as an Executive Secretary. In 1980, Mari-
lyn retired to Cape Cod with her husband to the 
home they built on Spectacle Pond in Sandwich, 
MA.

Intelligent and resourceful, she developed 
many construction skills for both houses they 
built together. Widowed in 1981 at the age of 52, 
she got her real estate license and also worked 
as a temporary secretary on Cape Cod. In 1988, 
Marilyn married Norman Seifel, a widowed re-
tired teacher also living on Cape Cod, who sur-
vives her. In 2018, Marilyn and Norman moved 
from the Cape to a wonderful senior commu-
nity, Colebrook Village in Hebron, CT, to be 
near family.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by 
her sister, Joanne Wilczynski of Vestal, NY, her 
brother-in-law Jimmy Clynch of Wethersfield, 
CT, and her sister-in-law Kathleen Lester of 
East Hartford, CT. She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Carol Phelps of Marlborough, CT, and her 
husband Bruce; her son, Robert Barry of The 
Villages, FL, and his wife Barbara, her daughter-
in-law Lee Ann Barry of Panama City, FL; and 
her stepdaughters Joan Wood of West Hartford, 
CT, and Libby Seifel and Pierre of San Francisco, 
CA. She was predeceased by her retired Veteran 
son David L. Barry of Panama City, FL, who 
died of Leukemia in February 2024, her step-
son John Wadsworth Barry, Jr. of Satsuma, FL, 
and by her other siblings, Corrine Hannigan, 
Lois Clynch and Philip Lester. She leaves many 
grandchildren and nieces and nephews, many 
of whom were a tremendous source of support 
and love through the years. Her grandson Barry 
Phelps was a savior during the final six months 
of her life, as was her friend, Maria Sena.

There are no calling hours. Mass and Chris-
tian burial will be in Sandwich, MA, at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Hebron
Joseph Keegan Jr.

Joseph John Keegan Jr., a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, and friend to many, passed 
away on April 15, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. He 
was born on March 21, 1946 in Hartford, Con-
necticut to Joseph Sr. and Una Birch Keegan.

Joe was a man of great character and unwav-
ering love for his family. He is predeceased by 
his son Craig Keegan and survived by his de-
voted wife Flora (Flo) Keegan; son Christopher 
Keegan and daughter-in-law Jill Keegan; daugh-
ter Shelly Barker and son-in-law Michael Bark-
er; grandchildren Jaden Pinto, Dixon Keegan, 
Solomon Keegan, Keegan Barker, Mallory Bark-
er and Rowan Barker.

After serving in the Army stationed in Ger-
many during the Vietnam War era, Joe returned 
home where he began a successful career at 
Connecticut Light & Power that spanned over 
thirty-seven years. In addition to his work with 
CL&P Joe also ran a thriving rototilling busi-
ness throughout the central Connecticut region 
and coached soccer for 15 years which brought 
him much joy as it allowed him to connect with 
the community he loved so dearly.

Joe’s love for life extended beyond just work 
as he enjoyed dancing with Flo at local gather-
ings or spending time with their growing family 
whether it be in Montana or in Ohio. A dedi-

Hebron
Shannon Massey

We are deeply saddened 
to share that the world lost 
Shannon Belisle Massey 
on May 30th, 2024, after 
an extremely valiant bat-
tle with cancer. 

Shannon was born Feb-
ruary 5th, 1971, to Brenda 
Pigan and Joseph Belisle. 
She grew up in Hebron, 
CT, where she attended 
RHAM and met her hus-
band, Scott. They were married when Shannon 
was 23 and went on to have four children, J. Aus-
tin, Cole Jordan, Alexa Rai and Chase Michael. 

Shannon loved being a paraprofessional at 
Gilead Hill School and enjoyed working with 
kids of all ages. Even as she grew older, her heart 
remained young, and she never lost her playful 
spirit. She was constantly making people laugh 
and the way she brought color into a room, is 
something everyone loved about her. But her 
biggest accomplishments and what made her 
most happy was her family. Whether it was a 
holiday at the house or a last-minute adven-
ture, it was not uncommon to see the six of 
them together, laughing, making jokes or tak-
ing funny family pictures. Every so often, you 
could find her on stage, singing with Austin or 
in the crowd, dancing her heart out, with every-
one else. As long as they were together, she was 
happy. She was selfless, fearless, confident and 
her positive energy was contagious. The world 
is truly better because of her and her laugh will 
never be able to be replaced. 

Shannon was predeceased by her mother 
Brenda Belisle Pigan, her father Joseph E. Belisle 
and her father-in-law James Massey. Shannon is 
survived by her husband Scott Massey, her chil-
dren J. Austin Massey, his wife Janine Massey, 
Cole Jordan Massey, Alexa Rai Massey and 
Chase Michael Massey, her stepfather Donald 
Pigan and her mother-in-law Bianca Massey, as 
well as many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends 
we call family. 

We want to thank Shannon’s friends and co-
workers at Gilead Hill School and the town of 
Hebron for all of their support, as well as her 
health care team and everyone else that showed 
up, one way or another, during this unthinkable 
time. We have been so lucky to have you all in 
our corner. 

Calling hours for Shannon will be held at Au-
rora McCarthy Funeral Home in Colchester, CT 
on June 7th, 2024, from 4-7 p.m. In lieu of flow-
ers the family asks for donations to be made to 
the American Cancer Society or St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s hospital.

We will listen for your laugh in every joke and 
your voice in every song. We will keep your smile 
in our hearts and look for you in every sunset.

Colchester
Norma Torzsa

Norma Jean Torzsa, 
87, of Colchester, passed 
away on Sunday June 
2, 2024, at Apple Rehab 
in Colchester. Born De-
cember 5, 1936, in Eagle 
Lake, Maine; she was the 
daughter of the late Leo 
and Jeanne (Vaillencourt) 
Dube.

Norma married her 
husband, Robert W. Torz-
sa in 1976; Norma was a former barber at Doug’s 
Barber Shop in Hebron until her retirement in 
1999. She was a devoted member of the King-
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Colchester 
and will be deeply missed. Those who knew her 
well remarked how easy she was to talk to, her 
cordial personality made numerous lifelong 
friendships. In her spare time, she enjoyed sew-
ing and cooking meals for those she loved.

She is survived by her husband, Robert Torz-
sa of Colchester; son Mark DeFurio and wife 
Chris; four grandchildren and numerous other 
extended family and friends. In addition to her 
parents, she is predeceased by her sons Michael 
DeFurio, Frank DeFurio and Bruce DeFurio. A 
memorial service will be held on Sunday, June 
9, 2024, at 12:30 p.m., directly at the Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses 297 Westchester Rd, 
Colchester, CT 06415. To sign the online guest-
book or share condolences please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Celebration of Life:
Nancy Senatro (1946-2024)

Nancy, formerly from Portland, was a be-
loved wife, mother and Nana. She is greatly 
missed and her joy for life and love of family 
and friends will always be remembered. Please 
join us in celebrating her life and honoring her 
memory on Saturday, June 15th at 1:00 p.m. The 
celebration will be held in the banquet room 
at Campagna’s Restaurant located at 151 Marl-
borough Street in Portland. One of Nancy’s fa-
vorites was watching the Kentucky Derby and 
she had always hoped to attend it live one day. 
In her honor we are inviting you to join us in 
wearing your best Derby hat. We look forward 
to seeing everyone who is able to attend, shar-
ing our cherished memories and hearing some 
of yours.

Colchester?
JoAnn Hansen

JoAnn Marie Hansen – 
loving wife and mother, 
generous spirit, and kind-
hearted friend to all – died 
after a brief illness on May 
25, 2024, at Hartford Hos-
pital. She was 66. 

Born in Burlington, 
Vermont, on June 2, 1957, 
JoAnn was the beloved 
daughter of the late Leo 
and Murial (Langevin) 
Moreau. As a young girl, her family moved to 
Stratford where she was raised and attended 
school. JoAnn had always possessed a keen 
intellect and she used her abilities to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in social work from Sacred 
Heart University and later a master’s degree 
in clinical social work from Fordham Univer-
sity. For many years, JoAnn served as a clini-
cal program director for various organizations 
which helped provide countless children and 
families with specialized treatment. Dedicated 
to continuing her ambition to help others heal 
through one-on-one treatment, she most re-
cently established Therapy Enlightenment – her 
own private practice where she assisted every 
person she met with kindness, respect, and gen-
uine empathy. 

A true family woman, JoAnn recently met 
the love of her life – Harry P. Hansen – in 2016. 
From the moment they met, they spent every 
moment of each day loving each other with all 
their heart. They greatly enjoyed traveling to 
nearby hotspots on Cape Cod and the Connect-
icut shoreline or spending time outdoors tend-
ing to the garden. No matter the activity, if they 
were together, they were complete. 

JoAnn loved the outdoors and immersing 
herself in nature and was an amazing cook and 
baker – able to put together recipes from scratch! 
She found great peace in reading and knitting, 
and always enjoyed hosting friends and family 
for time together. JoAnn loved her world and 
the people she shared it with; she never com-
plained and always thought about others before 
herself. Her passing leaves a hole in many hearts 
that can never be filled. She was truly a gift to 
all who were fortunate enough to have her in 
their lives, and she will forever be missed and 
remembered as a saintly, unwavering friend that 
dedicated her life to helping others. 

JoAnn is survived by her cherished husband, 
Harry P. Hansen; her adored children, Jonathan 
Kopec and Alana Kopec (Wayne Henderson); 
her brothers, Ronald “Ronny” Moreau, Richard 
“Ricky” Moreau, and James “Jimmy” Moreau, 
her sister, Madonna Rhatigan; her stepchildren, 
Maegan, Judith, Emily, and Erich; her longtime 
dear friend she loved as closely as family, Theo-
dore “Ted” Kopec; and many beautiful nieces, 
nephews, and friends. She is also survived by 
her two precious pups – Mandy and Gracie. 

A private Celebration of Life ceremony for 
JoAnn will be held at a future date. Her family 
would like to express their sincere gratitude for 
all the compassionate medical staff and caregiv-
ers involved in making her as comfortable and 
peaceful as possible during her treatment, and 
for truly going above and beyond in their kind-

East Haddam
Peter Gowac

Peter Paul Gowac, Sr., 
70, of Moodus, passed 
away unexpectedly at his 
home on Wednesday, 
May 29, 2024. Born May 
6, 1954, in Middletown, 
CT, he was the son of the 
late Stanley and Mary 
(Nycek) Gowac. 

Peter was a lifelong 
resident of East Haddam 
who enjoyed  spending 
time outdoors. Hunting, fishing, and gardening 
were some of his favorite activities and his great-
est joy in life was his family. The grandchildren 
affectionately referred to him as “Papa Pete.” 

Peter is survived by his children Pete Gowac, 
Jr. and fiancé Erika, Keith Gowac and wife 
Lindsay, Kelly Ryder and husband John, Jenni-
fer Cochran and husband David, Jess Stone and 
husband Jeff, Jen Gowac, former spouse Mable 
Marshall, along with 15 grandchildren. 

Care of private arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home 
of Colchester. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations can be made to the Moodus Reservoir 
Preservation Group at PO Box 301, Moodus, 
CT 06469 www.moodusreservoir.org  

To leave a condolence or sign the online 
guestbook, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Elliott Forcina of Wilmington MA, Robert El-
liott II of Wilmington MA, and Brandt Elliott of 
Milton MA, their spouses Ray Forcina, Jeanne 
Savoy Elliott, and Sara Chamberlain Elliott, his 
brother John Elliott of Wethersfield and sister 
Susan Elliott Carroll of Wilmington, MA and 
his 7 grandchildren: Ryan Forcina, Ava Elliott, 
Corinne Forcina, Robert Elliott III, Charlotte 
Forcina, Caroline Elliott, and Evelyn Elliott. His 
kindness and love present in our lives every day 
is deeply missed by his family.

Calling hours were held on May 30, 2024, 
followed by a Mass of Christian Burial celebrat-
ing Robert’s life on May 31in Corpus Christi 
Church of Christ the King Parish in Wethers-
field. Burial followed in Village Cemetery, 1 
Marsh Street, Wethersfield. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can 
be made to St Jude for Children, or a Children’s 
Charity of your choice. To extend condolences, 
please visit Farleysullivan.com.

Obituaries 
cated UConn basketball fan who never missed 
watching any game that aired on TV! Joe cher-
ished being surrounded by friends whom he 
considered part of his extended family and he 
was always willing to lend a helping hand when 
needed.

A memorial service will be held on Friday 
June 21st from 1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m., at Colebrook 
Village at Hebron located at 55 John E Horton 
Blvd., Hebron CT, 06248. All are welcome to 
come celebrate Joe’s life and share memories of 
this remarkable man who touched so many lives 
along the way.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made di-
rectly towards AHM Youth Services in Hebron, 
CT.

Joe will forever remain alive within our hearts 
through the countless memories we shared to-
gether – may you rest peacefully knowing how 
deeply you were loved and how greatly you’ll be 
missed by all whose lives you’ve touched.

hearted and thorough care. 
In lieu of flowers or gifts, donations in JoAnn’s 

memory may be made to the Hartford Hospital 
Foundation, Dept. of Philanthropy, 80 Seymour 
St., P.O. Box 5037, Hartford, CT 06102. The Auro-
ra-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester is car-
ing for the arrangements. To share a memory or 
condolence message with JoAnn’s family, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

See Obituaries, page 32
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East Hampton
Ralph Stoeckle

Ralph Edward Stoeckle, 84, of East Hampton, 
widower of the late Veronica “Ronnie” (Bieg-
ner) Stoeckle, passed away on Sunday May 26th 
at his home. Born Nov. 10, 1939 in Brooklyn, 
NY, he was the son of the late Charles and Ev-
elyn (Sunnberg) Stoeckle.

Ralph proudly served in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing the Korean War. He was very active in the 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East Hampton. 
Ralph had worked as a Field Service Engineer. 
He is survived by his daughter Beth Peszynski 
and husband Mark of East Hampton, his son 
Matthew Stoeckle of East Hampton and his four 
beloved grandchildren Dalton, Cole, Ashley 
and Sean. 

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home 112 Main St. East Hampton on Tuesday 
June 11th from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. A funeral service 
will be held Wednesday, June 12th, at 11 a.m., in 
the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East Hamp-
ton. Burial will follow in the CT State Veteran’s 
Cemetery Columbarium. To leave online con-
dolences please visit www.spencerfuneralho-
meinc.com.

Obituaries cont. 

Vote Yes on June 11th
Dear Colchester:

We are a unique community – of farmers, 
families, business owners, retirees, and more. 
We take pride in our town, our schools, the pro-
grams and services we offer. Since moving here 
and becoming one of the “we” I’m describing, 
I’ve witnessed so many citizens being willing to 
get involved. 

Not only do citizens constantly volunteer their 
time for those organizations and programs, but 
they attend municipal meetings. They want to un-
derstand how our community is run. They vote. 
Our town was even honored recently for having 
the highest statewide voter turnout this past fall 
(something that proves my above point). 

As the legislative body of the town, fellow 
Colchester citizens, I implore you to get out and 
vote for our Town and Education budgets on 
June 11, 2024 (next Tuesday). 

This is a critical opportunity for you to con-
tinue writing the story I just described – one of 
a community that truly cares. 

I’m confident in my decision to vote “yes” 
on both budgets. I appreciate the volunteers 
and town employees who have worked so hard 
to keep our town affordable, while addressing 
shortcomings from previous administrations 
and retaining the services we rely on. 

The BOE budget maintains current program-
ming, staffing, and class sizes. It even dedicates 
funds for future building and major projects 
(which has been forgotten in previous years). 

The town budget restores previously-cut pub-
lic works funding and funding in other depart-
ments who had line items arbitrarily cut in 2023. 
It duly addresses previous miscalculations while 
responding directly to community requests for 
more field maintenance, improved road condi-
tions, and more. 

I encourage you to vote on June 11th, regard-
less of how you choose to. But I hope you will 
vote “yes” with me and keep moving our town 
forward. 

Sincerely,
Stefanie Tracey-Calash – Colchester

Note: Tracey-Calash is a member of the Col-
chester Board of Education, but said she is speak-
ing as an individual.

Colchester, Vote on June 11
To the Editor:

Next Tuesday, June 11, Colchester brings its 
proposed town and school budgets to the citi-
zens for a vote. I will be voting “yes” on both 
budgets. Why? These budgets are the next step 
in restoring financial stability to our town. 

Last year’s town budget underfunded critical 
necessities like police benefits, town insurance, 
worker’s compensation, and our library and 
youth services. This year’s budget builds that 
funding back in and adds an investment in our 
recreational fields. Without regular field main-
tenance, the irrigation system we paid for with 
ARPA funds will not improve the fields. If the 
town budget is not passed, the funding for field 
maintenance will likely be removed to lower the 
budget to get it passed at the next referendum. 
I’m voting “yes” on the town budget.

It seems like most people familiar with the 
Colchester schools feel like our teachers are 
our greatest asset – and I agree. The Colchester 
teachers my kids have encountered are smart, 
creative, caring and dedicated. Teachers cre-
ate the day-to-day experience that students re-
ceive in school, but they don’t do it in a vacu-
um without the support and leadership of the 
superintendent and the district administrative 
staff. Teachers alone don’t update the district’s 
curriculum, make sure it aligns to state guide-
lines and mandates, or keep the district in com-
pliance with education law. Teachers need the 
continued training and support provided by the 
district.

This past year the new district administration 
has involved parents, teachers, and community 

Time to Decide Colchester
To the Editor:

For years budgets in Colchester have been 
cut to limit taxes. But to adhere to those bud-
gets vital programs at our schools were cut, ser-
vices reduced, and maintenance to our facilities, 
roads and fields were reduced or eliminated. 
Under the previous administration, to limit 
the tax increase in the 2023/2024 budget while 
maintaining services was achieved by present-
ing a budget that did not represent the actual 
costs of providing those services. The costs of 
benefits, contractual raises, costs of insurance 
and worker’s compensation and service con-
tracts were misrepresented in the budget to 
lower taxes. Unfortunately, this has become all 
too apparent as the new administration uncov-
ers the financial mess left by the previous ad-
ministration. 

During the budget process this year the 
Board of Finance, through the four budget 
workshops, presented the services provided and 
the actual costs of providing those services. The 
Town’s Department Heads answered questions 
from both the BOF and citizens at two separate 
workshops. How Colchester strives to meet the 
needs of this community was presented. How 
we maintain our roads and fields; how our Fire 
Department and Police Department provide for 
the public safety; how we address the needs of 
our youth, seniors, and entire community. 

At the two Educational Budget Workshops 
the BOE and the School Administration pre-
sented their budget and the programs that their 
budget strives to maintain. While the BOE Bud-
get does not have any new initiatives, it does not 
cut any existing programs, something that has 
happened numerous times in previous years 
were popular programs were cut for lack of 
funding.

Now it is time for Colchester to determine 
where we go as a town. Do we continue to cut 
services and needed maintenance, or do we 
fund those programs that so many of our citi-
zens support? Please vote at the Town Referen-
dum on Tuesday June 11th

Michael Egan – Colchester
Note: Egan is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an in-
dividual.

Vote No in Colchester 
Dear Colchester Citizens:

The only thing Colchester citizens and tax-
payers can be certain of, is we have major finan-
cial issues in this town, and a major tax increase 
coming.

First Selectman Dennler loves to talk about 
the previous administration’s legal trouble. In 
his short time in office he has created two major 
issues – that we know of.

The first issue brewing is the removal of the 
Finance Director from the union, subsequent 
defamation, and then her firing. First Select-
man Dennler told us the town was headed to 
the State Labor Board and he was “confident.” 
Is he still confident, where’s the update for the 
citizens? This is going to cost us money!

The second issue is a $500k water problem 
at the new senior center.  Everyone knows it 
was built on wetlands. The bills for that water 
mitigation issues are up to $500k and increas-
ing! The building committee refused to pay the 
bill and it is now going to court. Those bills will 
need to be paid this fiscal year!

Last year citizens voted to increase the senior 
center budget to a staggering $11 million dol-
lars. Selectwoman Coyle told us it wouldn’t cost 
us anything additional. Interest rates are up and 
now the town is kicking the can down the road 
on bonding. It’s too expensive! Hey parents, that 
turf field you want at Bacon? It’s not happening 
until we get our fiscal house in order.

On the school side, the superintendent claims 
he doesn’t know what his raise is. The budget is 
padded to increase his salary above his already 
extravagant $240k salary. Demand transpar-
ency!

To add insult to injury, the town is buying 
$1,200 trash cans for the town green with your 
tax dollars – when is enough, enough? 

Please vote “no” on June 11th.
Deanna Bouchard – Colchester

Let’s Get Back On Track
To the Editor:

This year’s budget process has been challeng-
ing in many regards. Miscalculations, under-
budgeting, overspending, and resulting budget 
freezes due to fiscal mismanagement, particu-
larly with the prior administration, have led to 
neglect of town services, grounds, fields, and 

Advantages of Turf Fields
To the Editor:

Bacon Academy is part of the Eastern Con-
necticut Conference, which is comprised of 19 
high schools. Of these 19 schools, Bacon Acad-
emy is one of two schools without a turf athletic 
field. 

Bacon Academy is in desperate need of an up-
grade, as the athletic program is suffering with 
outdated grass fields. Turf athletic fields would 
offer numerous advantages for Bacon, enhanc-
ing both the quality of our sports programs and 
from personal experience I know it would boost 
our overall student experience and passion.

First, one notable benefit is durability. Turf 
fields have a consistent playing surface that 
maintains itself regardless of the weather, in 

Pass the Budgets
To the Editor:

First, whether you agree with me or not, 
please make a plan to vote in the upcoming 
budget referendum being held on June 11th at 
town hall. If you can’t make it in person that day, 
absentee ballot are available now.

As someone who has been living is our awe-
some little town for 15 years now, raising my 
girls who are all in our schools currently, help-
ing to run one of the youth sports leagues for 10 
years, and pays taxes here – I am urging you to 
get out and vote in favor of these budgets. 

 Yes, both budgets are increases, but through 
the budget process it was very apparent why 
that’s necessary.  While the budget process is 
never easy, I’m pleased that the process this year 
felt very different, with every town department 
head and members of the core education ad-
ministration providing detailed budget books, 
presentations, and answers to extensive ques-
tions throughout the presentations and work-
shops. 

 On the town side: The proposed budget re-
stores critical department budget line items to 
the correct levels and includes $150k specifically 
for field improvement efforts as well, which has 
been missing for years. Many of the department 
budgets were not correctly funded in the cur-
rent budget and that has led to a budget freeze 
and services being affected.  That just piled on 
top of critical maintenance and upkeep that has 
been underfunded for years. That course must 
be corrected.

On the Board of Education side: The pro-
posed budget keeps up with ever-expanding un-
funded state mandates, inflation, and a continu-
ance of programs. It ensures that class sizes can 
stay optimal and students can continue to excel.

If all of that sounds reasonable to you, please 
get out to vote and support these proposed bud-
gets!

Karen Belding – Colchester
Note: Belding is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Finance, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
member David Sousa at the May 28th meeting, 
“What is impressive to me is that it is truly a 
plan of conservation and development, mean-
ing that those words are put side by side to em-
phasize the need for balance between both. That 
in order to have proper development you have 
to have proper conservation and vice a versa. 
Because we learned many decades ago that 
when you have development without under-
standing the ecology and the environment, the 
social ecology and the social structure of com-
munities, then you run into all sorts of pitfalls 
with poor planning, short-term thinking and 
a lack of understanding of the consequences of 
actions. So I’m really happy with the plan be-
cause it is a true balance and I applaud this com-
mission for doing that.”

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

members in the conversation on how to im-
prove our schools. It’s the first time in my expe-
rience in Colchester schools where it seems like 
the superintendent actually wants to hear our 
ideas. I appreciate that approach and I’m voting 
“yes” on the school budget.

Susie Milner – Colchester

facilities, to name a few. Our town’s budgets 
should not be politicized but should focus on 
practicality, sustainability, and affordability.

With that, this year’s combined budget is 
an opportunity to address these many short-
falls, with funding for our understaffed Public 
Works, the Cragin Memorial Library, crucial se-
nior services, and overdue maintenance for our 
facilities and schools. Without introducing new 
funding initiatives, the bipartisan school budget 
the Board of Education put forth would allow 
us to maintain current programs, class sizes 
across all four schools, and vital services and 
staffing. The town budget would finally allow us 
to adequately invest in our Park and Rec fields, 
which have been a source of embarrassment in 
the community for years. Lastly, the town bud-
get addresses our public safety concerns by ap-
propriately delivering on the needs of our Fire, 
EMS, and Police.

The town’s departments and the school’s ad-
ministration worked diligently this year to keep 
their spending requests to a minimum while 
addressing rising costs and contractual obli-
gations, meeting the community’s needs, and 
getting Colchester back on track. That drive 
towards affordability led to the town and the 
schools putting forward sensible budgets that 
keep our mill rate lower than our neighboring 
commercial towns.

Make safety, stability, and Colchester pride a 
priority, and join me by voting yes to both bud-
gets on June 11th

Scott Chapman – Colchester
Note: Chapman is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an in-
dividual.

contrast to grass fields, which can become ex-
tremely muddy and uneven after frequent us-
age or bad weather, as we saw this past football 
season, making the soccer teams unable to use 
it. With the installment of turf fields at Bacon 
there would be far less postponements and can-
cellations of games, allowing for a more stable 
and consistent athletic schedule. Turf fields also 
require a lot less maintenance than grass fields 
do. Regular mowing, watering, fertilizing, and 
other maintenance is required for grass, which 
can be extremely costly and even very time-
consuming. 

On the other hand, turf fields require signifi-
cantly less maintenance, which will ultimately 
result in long-term cost savings for our school 
district. Another important thing to think about 
in this situation is safety. Turf fields have shock-
absorbing materials like crumb rubber which 
would significantly reduce the possibility and 
frequency of injuries in practices and games. 
From playing on turf fields around the ECC on 
a regular basis I know the installation of turf 
athletic fields would also promote player safety 
by reducing tripping hazards and uneven foot-
ing due to the level and consistent surface of the 
fields as opposed to the uneven surface of our 
current grass field.

Sincerely, 
Christopher Lusignan

A Concerned Bacon Academy Student Athlete

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the May 29, 2024 meeting, the following actions were taken:
Partially Approved Application #23-16: Proposed Amendment 
to the Portland Zoning Regulations. Change to section 9.17.1 
to increase the allowable MUD residential units to 350 from the 
current 240 and to increase the ratio of allowable apartments 
from 16 to 21 per 5,000 square feet of commercial space 
FAILED. Change to section 9.17.5.E to allow the sum of the total 
commercial area to include any single upper floor to the total 
commercial area where only the ground floor counts currently 
was APPROVED. Application of BRT DiMarco PTP, LLC.
Dated at Portland, CT this 5th day of June 2024
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 6/7

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on June 5, 2024, the Duly Autho-
rized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission made 
the following decision:
W2024-3100 - 438 New London Rd; Lori Santa Lucia - Appli-
cant/Owner; Assessor’s ID 02-08-044-001; Proposed 1000-gal-
lon underground propane tank and generator installation within 
100’ Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH STANDARD 
CONDITIONS.
Dated June 5, 2024
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB 6/7

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every effort to see that all 
advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher assumes no liability or financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an advertisement 
in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made within 5 days of publication. The liability 
of the publisher on account of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, and then only for the first 
incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes no responsibility for statements or claims made in 
any advertisement, and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or persons 
responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and propriety of all ads for 
the protection of our readers. The Citizen will take requests for specific placement of ads and 
will try to accommodate everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

LEGALS
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LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH WATER POLLUTION 

CONTROL AUTHORITY
MARLBOROUGH TOWN CENTER/LAKE 

TERRAMUGGUS SEWER DISTRICT 
2024 – 2025 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

            
The Marlborough Water Pollution Control Authority on Thurs-
day, June 13, 2024, at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall will hold a 
public hearing for the following:
2024 – 2025 Operation, Maintenance, & Repair Budget
2024 – 2025 Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) Allocation 
2024 – 2025 Fee Schedule
2024 – 2025 EDU Charge $614
At this hearing interested parties may appear and be heard 
and written communication will be received, if you are unable 
to attend, written communication can be submitted to the 
Building/Land Use Office, at the Town Hall, 26 North Main 
Street. 
All the above Public Hearing Documents are on file on the 
Town of Marlborough Website @ marlboroughct.net  
Benjamin L. Levin, Chair, Marlborough WPCA

2TB 5/31, 6/7

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm on June 10, 2024 at the 
East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive and via Zoom 
meeting (see Town website for details) to consider the following:
ZBA-24-001: Lakewood Estates, Lakewood Road, Reduce 
Front Setback from 25’ to 20’, Rear Setback from 25’ to 10’, 
Side setbacks from 15’ to 10’, Lot Depth 125’ to 71.03, Minimum 
lot area from 20,000SF to 5,789SF for single family home. Map 
03A/ Block 23C/ Lot 23C 2TB 5/31, 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT 
 
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 11, 2024, 
at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting 
Platform, on the following: 

1. Petition 2024-15 – Petition of the Hebron Lions Agricultural 
Society for the sale of beer and wine on September 5th thru 
8th, 2024, under Section 5.O.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions, premise located at 347 Gilead Street, R-1 District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Jun 11, 2024, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/854487397

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 854-487-397

United States: +1 (312) 757-3121
Get the app now and be ready
when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 29th day of May 2024. 
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 5/31, 6/7

TOWN OF Hebron
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that I have been notified by the Chair 
of the Hebron Democratic Town Committee of the failure to 
endorse, at their meeting held between May 21, 2024 and May 
28, 2024, any person as a party-endorsed candidate of the 
Democratic Party for election of Justice of the Peace of said 
party in the Town of Hebron as prescribed by CGS §9-391.
A certified list of Democratic party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of Hebron for election, including Registrar of Voters, State 
Representative and State Senator is on file with the Office of 
the Secretary of the State, 30 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT, and 
copies thereof are available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 13, 2024 if the required primary 
petition(s) for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to 
Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
not later than 4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2024. Petition forms, 
instructions and information concerning the procedure for filling 
of opposing candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained 
from Elizabeth Fitzgerald Democratic Registrar of Voters, 15 
Gilead St, Hebron CT 06248.
Dated at Hebron CT May 30, 2024
Francesca Villani,
Hebron Town Clerk

1TB 6/7

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on June 18, 2024, beginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC 2024-007 of Lake Hayward Properties, LLC (Applicant/
Owner) – Special Permit(s) and Site Plan Review for 195-unit 
multi-family residential development and a 5,000 SF retail sales/
service development upon 19.16± acres of land located at 91 
Lake Hayward Road (Assessor’s ID 03-09-049-000). Zoning 
District: Suburban Use (SU) & Aquifer Protection Overlay Zone 
(APOZ)
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this application is located in 
the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 
127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular busi-
ness hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday). Ap-
plication materials are also available on the Colchester Planning 
& Zoning Commission webpage at https://www.colchesterct.gov/
planning-zoning-commission.
Planning & Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 2TB 6/7, 6/14

MARLBOROUGH ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS COMMISSION NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough ZBA Commission at its special meeting on May 
29, 2024, took the following actions: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-02-24 – Daniel Villar (Applicant) Natalie 
Villar( Property Owner) 8 Myrna Drive - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Con-
formity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot 
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum 
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard Setback, Article 
Six D. 2 b   Side Yard Setback, in order to construct a 26’ x 28’ 
garage with a Front Yard Setback of 34.5 feet where 50 feet is 
required and with a Side Yard Setback of 9 feet. With conditions 
ALAN MILLER, ZBA COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 6/7

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission 
The Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 
APPROVED the following applications at their Regular Meeting on 
June 3, 2024:

• Permit Application IWWC #24-03:  Timothy White, 101 Gilead 
Road.  Installation of an overflow pipe that will connect an exist-
ing plunge pool with an existing man made pond.
• Permit Application IWWC #24-04: Steven Nelson, 14 Lakeview 
Drive.  Installation of a 16-foot long prefabricated “L shaped” 
aluminum and composite dock extending into Andover Lake.

Questions: If you have any questions regarding the above notice, 
please contact the Andover Wetlands Agent at 860-742-7305 
x4221 or email wetlands@andoverct.org, or buildingadmin@
andoverct.org 1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
CERTIFICATION OF PARTY-ENDORSED 
CANDIDATES FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICES

A certified list of Democrat and Republican party-endorsed 
candidates for the Town of Andover, Connecticut for election 
as Registrar of Voters will be on file with the Office of the Sec-
retary of the State, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 
and copies thereof will be available for public distribution.

A certified list of Democrat and Republican party-endorsed 
candidates for the Town of Andover, for Justice of the Peace 
is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk at 17 School Road, 
Andover, Connecticut and copies thereof are available for 
public distribution.

A Primary will be held August 13, 2024 if the required primary 
petition(s) for opposition candidate(s) are filed pursuant to 
Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
not later than 4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2024. Petition forms, 
instructions and information concerning the procedure for filing 
of opposing candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained 
from; Wallace Barton, Republican Registrar of Voters or Linda 
Derick, Democrat Registrar of Voters, 17 School Road, Ando-
ver, Connecticut.
Carol H. Lee
Town Clerk of Andover, Connecticut 1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.
Buck-Foreman Community Room,

265 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meetings 
of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned and 
notified that pursuant to Chapter V, Section 503(f) of the Town 
Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held on June 18, 2024 
at 7:00 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT for the following purpose:

SECTION 1. That the Town of Portland, for the benefit of the 
Town’s Board of Education, enter into a Lease-Purchase Agree-
ment to lease and subsequently purchase  eighteen (18) pho-
tocopiers, with a lease term not to exceed 48 months, the lease 
purchase agreement principal amount not to exceed $150,000, 
and the annual payments under the lease purchase agreement, 
consisting of principal and interest, not to exceed $41,000 for 
the term of the lease, and to enter into a Service Contract for 
the photocopiers with annual payments not to exceed $25,000.   

SECTION 2. That the First Selectman is authorized to deter-
mine the terms and conditions of, and execute and deliver, the 
Lease Purchase Agreement and any related documents, and 
contract with contractors, vendors and others on behalf of the 
Town to complete the projects.
A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 6th day of June 2024.
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Town of Portland, CT
Pursuant to Section 503(a) of the Portland Town Charter, a 
public hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Tues-
day, June 18, 2024 at 6:30 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman Com-
munity Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, CT to obtain public 
comments and questions regarding a proposal to appropriate 
$68,000,000 for costs related to the renovation and expansion 
of Valley View Elementary School into a pre-K-Grade 5 school 
(the “Project”) and to authorize the issuance of the Town’s 
bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed $68,000,000 to 
finance the appropriation, or so much thereof as may be neces-
sary after deducting grants to be received for the Project.
Dated this 6th day of June 2024
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman 1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Town of Portland, CT
Pursuant to Chapter XII, Section 1203.4 of the Portland Town 
Charter, a public hearing will be held by the Board of Select-
men on Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:50 P.M. in the Buck-
Foreman Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, CT to 
obtain public comments and questions regarding the proposed 
supplemental appropriation in the amount of $360,000 for costs 
related to road improvements. Public Access also through the 
Zoom link A –www.portlandct.org

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation 
in line item #01-093-000-90012 Transfer Out-Cap Non Rec 
Town in the amount of $360,000; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves funding for the supplemental appropriation 
in line item #01-093-000-90012 Transfer Out- Cap Non Rec 
Town through an increase in estimated revenue to line item 
#01-000-000-00401 Investment Income of $250,000 and 
an increase in estimated revenue to line item #01-000-000-
00011 Prop Taxes-Prior Years of $110,000; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen 
hereby approves an increase in estimated revenues #08-
141-000-00501 Transfers in General Fund Town of $360,000 
and an increase in supplemental appropriation to expenditure 
line item #08-141-000-89090 Public Works - Highway Divi-
sion/Vehicle Maintenance - Road Construction/Drainage.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated at Portland, Connecticut 
this 6th day of June 2024.
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman 1TB 6/71TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of Democratic and Republican endorsed 
candidates for Justice of the Peace is on file in the Town 
Clerk’s Office.  A certified list of Democratic and Republican 
party-endorsed candidates for the Town of Portland for election 
as United States Senator, Representative-in-Congress (District 
#1), State Senator (District #33), and State Representative 
(District #32) will be on file with the Office of the Secretary of 
the State, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut, and cop-
ies thereof will be available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held on August 13, 2024 if the required 
primary petition(s) for opposition candidates(s) is filed, pursu-
ant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes, not later than 4:00 PM on June 11, 2024.  Petition 
forms, instructions and information concerning the procedure 
for filing of opposing candidacies, including schedules, may 
be obtained from Maureen O’Doherty, Democratic Registrar of 
Voters, or Pauline Neumann, Republican Registrar of Voters, 
33 East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut.
Attest: Michael V. Tierney

Town Clerk of Portland
Dated this 3rd day of June 2024 

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Town of Portland, CT 06480
Pursuant to Portland Town Charter Chapter XII Section 1203.4, 
a public hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 6:30 P.M. at the Buck-Foreman 
Community Room, 265 Main Street, Portland, Connecticut, to 
obtain public comments and questions regarding the proposed 
supplemental appropriation in the amount of $375,000 to the 
2023-2024 General Fund Operating Budget-Board of Educa-
tion.  At the hearing, all interested persons may be heard and 
written communications will be received. Public Access also 
through the Zoom link A –www.portlandct.org

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of 
Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation 
to BOE General Fund Operating Budget in the amount of 
$375,000 through an increase in estimated revenues to line 
item #01-000-000-00101-Education Cost Sharing Grant 
of $48,917 and from the unassigned fund balance of the 
General Fund of $326,083.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated at Portland, Connecticut 
this 6th day of June 2024.
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman 1TB 6/7

COLCHESTER ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 to 
hear and consider the following petition:   

Application No. ZBA 2024-002 of Kevin Meakem  
(Owner/Applicant) – 47 Skinner Road (MBL #03/15-039-
01A ) – Application for variance from Section 3.4.4.B 
of the Town of Colchester Land Development (Zoning) 
Regulations to reduce the side yard setback requirement 
from 35’ to 24’ and from 3.4.4.A to reduce the front yard 
setback requirement from 53.4’ to 48’. 

At this hearing interested parties may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this petition is available 
for public review in the Planning and Zoning Department at 
Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester CT 
06415 and may be inspected during regular business hours 
(8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday)
Zoning Board of Appeals
Laurie Robinson, Chair

2TB 6/7, 6/14

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

IWWA ACTIONS
At the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency Meeting held 
a Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m. on May 29, 2024 at the East 
Hampton Town Hall and via ZOOM reviewed and decided the 
following:
Application IW-24-012: 30 Long Crossing, Belltown 30 LLC, 
Timber harvest in Upland Review Area. Map 12/ Block 36/ Lot 
3– Approved 
Application IW-24-011: Lakewood Estates, Timber harvest in 
Upland Review Area. Map 03A/ Block 44/Lot 23. Map 03A/ 
Block 44C/ Lot 94. – Approved 

Chairman Joshua Wilson
1TB 6/7

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, June 20, 2024 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT. 
PZC Application #23-18: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Add to use table in section 5.1 “Offices: 
Sale, Service & Delivery of Heating Fuel Products” to B1 zone 
as a special permit. Application of TCBS Properties LLC.
PZC Application #23-19: 1359 & 1401 Main Street. Request for 
a Special Permit for special event permit to hold the Portland 
Fair from October 4th to October 6th. Application of the Portland 
Fair and property of Cote Range LLC and Portland Farmers Fish 
and Game Club Inc. Map 75 Lot 2 and Map 68 Lot 1. Zone FP.
Dated at Portland, CT this 4th day of June 2024
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 6/7, 6/14

LEGAL NOTICE of
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 7:15 P.M.
Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main 

Street, Portland, CT 06480
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meetings 
of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned and 
notified that pursuant to Chapter V, Section 503(i) of the Town 
Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held on June 18, 2024 
at 7:15 P.M. in the Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT for the following purpose as it pertains to 
dewatering Jobs Pond of current flooding conditions:

RESOLVED the Board of Selectmen hereby authorizes Ryan 
J. Curley, First Selectman, to execute and file such applica-
tion with the USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service 
under the authority of the Emergency Watershed Protection, to 
execute any amendments, decision, and revisions thereto, and 
to act as the authorized representative of the Town of Portland; 
and be it further
RESOLVED the Board of Selectmen hereby authorizes Ryan 
J. Curley, First Selectman, to execute and file such application 
with the State of Connecticut Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection, to execute any amendments, decision, 
and revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representa-
tive of the Town of Portland.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 6th day of June 2024.
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman

1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE
A certified list of Democratic party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Democratic Registrar of 
Voters, State Senator and State Representative will be on file 
with the Office of the Secretary of the State, 165 Capitol Avenue, 
Hartford, Connecticut, and copies thereof will be available for 
public distribution.
A certified list of Democratic party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Justices of the Peace is 
on file at the office of the Town Clerk, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton and is available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 13, 2024 if the required primary 
petition(s) for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 
9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, not later than 
4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2024. Petition forms, instructions and infor-
mation concerning the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, 
including schedules, may be obtained from: Theresa Latimer, Dem-
ocratic Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton.

Patricia Burnham, CCTC
East Hampton Town Clerk 6/4/24

1TB 6/7

LEGAL NOTICE
A certified list of Republican party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Republican Registrar of Vot-
ers, State Senator and State Representative will be on file with the 
Office of the Secretary of the State, 165 Capitol Ave., Hartford, Con-
necticut, and copies thereof will be available for public distribution.
A certified list of Republican party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Justices of the Peace is on 
file at the office of the Town Clerk, 1 Community Drive, East Hamp-
ton and is available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 13, 2024 if the required primary 
petition(s) for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 
9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, not later 
than 4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2024. Petition forms, instructions and 
information concerning the procedure for filing of opposing candida-
cies, including schedules, may be obtained from: Rosemarie Hecht, 
Republican Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton.

Patricia Burnham, CCTC 
East Hampton Town Clerk 6/4/24

1TB 6/7

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING JUNE 12, 2024

NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET
REFERENDUM JUNE 13, 2024

The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough are hereby noti-
fied and warned that the Board of Finance with the Board of 
Selectmen will hold a Public Hearing in the Community Room 
at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary School located at 
25 School Drive on June 12, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. for the following 
purpose:

1. To discuss the Annual Town of Marlborough Budget in the 
amount of $27,646,644 for the fiscal year July 1, 2024, to 
June 30, 2025, as recommended by the Board of Finance.

At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the budget shall be 
submitted to a Referendum vote upon the voting machines at 
the Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, Marlborough, 
CT, on June 13, 2024, from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. to vote the 
following questions:

1. “SHALL THE BUDGET of $27,646,644 FOR THE TOWN 
OF MARLBOROUGH FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024, 
TO JUNE 30, 2025, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD 
OF FINANCE, BE ADOPTED?” (This includes Town Opera-
tions, Local BOE Operations, Town and Local BOE Capital 
Improvements, and Marlborough’s Share of RHAM Budget)
ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE, 26 NORTH MAIN STREET, PLEASE 
CALL 860-295-6206.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81206121468?pwd=0aQMqWTb
6kMmwmLHYh7EacH5kOBBFb.1
Meeting ID: 812 0612 1468
Passcode: fb62R6
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,81206121468#,,,,*041647# US (Washington 
DC)
+13052241968,,81206121468#,,,,*041647# US
Dial by your location
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 812 0612 1468
Passcode: 041647
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/
k5cAu4e2d

Dated at Marlborough, CT on June 5, 2024, by: 
Deb Bourbeau, Chair Board of Selectmen
Michael Nastri, Chair Board of Finance 

1TB 6/7
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

WANTED 
TO BUY

If anyone refused 
to rent to you 

because of your 
source of income, 

race, color, 
national origin, 

sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, 
marital status, 
age, disability 

or because you 
have children, 
you may have 
been the victim 

of illegal housing 
discrimination. 

Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION 

IS ILLEGAL 
For Help Call 
888-247-4401

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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Freelance
reporters

We are looking for skilled freelance 
writers to report on local government, 
meetings and community events in the 
towns we serve – Cromwell, Newington, 

Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.
Must be able to report news clearly and 

meet important weekly deadlines.
Please send cover letter, resume and 

any writing clips or samples to:
greg@rarereminder.com

EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCED PAIN-
T ERS WANTED: Call 
860- 543-3033

P A I N T E R  A N D 
HELPER WANTED: 
Regu lar hours, year 
round, com mer cial work. 
Must have trans port a-
tion to Gla ston bury. Call 
860-659-2023. After-
noons.

T H E 
CONGREGATIONAL 
C H U R C H :  o f  Eas t 
Hamp ton is seek ing a 
part-time Ad min is trat-
ive Assist ant to work 
in the Church Of fice 
for 10 hours per week. 
Re spons ib ili ties in clude 
wel com ing vis it ors to 
the of fice, an swer ing 
phones. church re cord 
keep ing, as sis ting with 
pre par a tions for Sunday 
wor ship ser vices and 
other du ties as needed. 
The right in di vidual must 
have strong or gan iz a-
tional skills, com puter 
pro fi ciency, and a pleas-
ant, get it done at ti tude! 
Ex per i ence with MS Of-
fice and Goggle Docs 
is re quired, and ex per i-
ence with Breeze CHMS 
is a plus. Please for-
ward re sume/ cover let-
ter to Jerry Ger key, jerry .
ger key@g mail. com or 
send to 57 Main St, East 
Hamp ton, CT 06424.

RE6-7-24

860.883.9005
angelaaresco@sbcglobal.net

www.angelaaresco.com

Why do you like thunderstorms? 
Because it shows that even Mother 
Nature needs to scream sometimes.

A PA R T M E N T F O R 
RENT: An dover, 1bm, 
1fb th, liv ing room, kit-
chen, stove and fridge. 
$1,425 monthly, ut i li ties 
in cluded. Single oc cu-
pant only. Call 860-997-
5231.

O N E  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENT: for rent 
in Col chester. Close to 
town and bus. 1st floor 
w/deck. $1,200 in cludes 
heat. Coin-op er ated 
wash er /dry er. No pets. 
Call Bob 860-402-6297.

L O N G  W H A R F 
RESORT NEWPORT: 
July 5th-12th. 1mbdrm, 
2nd bdrm & pul l-out so-
fa, sleeps six. 2fbths, 
small kit chen. $2500. 
Call 860-478-9486.

VACATION
RENTALS

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start  ing 
soon. Of fer ing Puppy 
Kinder garten, Ba sic 
Man ners/What Res cue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Ther apy; Scent 
Work. Over 25 years 
ex per i ence. Michelle 
Lar son, Paws-N-Heel 
DTC, 860-267-6040. 
paws-n-heel do gtrain-
ing. com.

WANTED TO BUY:  
loose and bulk change, 
and old ster ling sil ver-
ware for cash. Also pur-
chas ing sil ver coins and 
any item made of ster-
ling sil ver.  Will make 
house calls. Call/text 
Dom 860-836-5013, 
email dm bap prais al@
s b c g lob al.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

PROPERTY AUCTION
The tax collector of the Town of East Hampton has levied upon the following properties in East Hampton and slated them for public 

auction to satisfy delinquent taxes and charges under C.G.S. § 12-157.  Volume and page numbers refer to the Town’s land records.  
Unless paid, these properties will be auctioned in “as is” condition at 10:00 a.m. on August 20, 2024 at the East Hampton Town Hall at 1 
Community Drive.

28 Bevin Boulevard (Volume 294 Page 456) owned by Biondi Associates a/k/a Biondi Associates LLC, owing $4,257.10.  The Con-
necticut Department of Social Services may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

4 Sunset Drive (Volume 138 Page 117) owned by the Estate of Mary A. Bohan, owing $14,502.08.  Michael J. Bohan; Kathleen 
Bohan; Marielizabeth Rouleau; the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services; the United States Internal Revenue Service; and the 
surviving spouse and heirs of Mary A. Bohan may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

9 Curry Lane (Volume 629 Page 221) owned by Caroline Beverly Howard Trust and/or Caroline B. Howard and/or Caroline-Beverly 
Howard and/or Caroline Beverly Howard and/or Caroline-Beverly: Howard and/or Caroline Beverly Howard, Executrix principal, investor 
and beneficiary of Caroline Beverly Howard Tr and/or Caroline-Beverly: Howard, Secured Party Principal and/or Caroline B. Howard 
Homeowner Issuer and Beneficiary of Notes, owing $4,257.10.  U.S. Bank National Association, Trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2016-CTT; Nationstar Mortgage LLC; and the United States Internal Revenue Service may have interests which will be extinguished by 
the sale.

19 Sherry Drive (Volume 578 Page 734) owned by Natalia Cardona-Lopez, owing $3,562.14.  Idaho Housing and Finance Associa-
tion and the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

711A Lake Vista Drive (Volume 247 Page 464) owned by Debra Jean Cyr and Katherine M. Cyr, owing $3,953.13.  US Bank Trust, 
N.A., Owner Trustee for VRMTG Asset Trust by Corporate Assignment of Mortgage; Michael T. Wooding; and Lake Vista-Baker Hill 
Commons, Inc. may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

2 Byron Road (Volume 616 Page 376) owned by Gianna F. Daley and Brian P. Daley, owing $2,887.10.  Freedom Mortgage Corpora-
tion d/b/a Freedom Mortgage Corporation (New Jersey); Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.; Hartford Federal Savings and 
Loan Association and/or Truist Bank as its successor may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

4 Summit Street (Volume 623 Page 413) owned by Devine Jewelers, LLC, owing $13,193.78.  Chelsea Groton Bank may have 
interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

4 Wangonk Trail and 0 Namonee Trail (Volume 602 Page 415) owned by Melissa Sue Dickenson and Richard Cardillo, Jr., owing 
$11,648.54.  Karen Cyr may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

467 Moodus Road (Volume 89 Page 367) owned by the Estate of Peter Ereshena and Estate of Emily Ereshena, owing $31,127.87.  
Peter Ereshena, Jr.; Dolores Ereshena; the Connecticut Department of Social Services; the Connecticut Department of Revenue 
Services; the United States Internal Revenue Service; and the surviving spouses and heirs of Peter Ereshena and Emily Ereshena may 
have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

56 Young Street, 57 Young Street, and 0 Young Street (Volume 629 Page 1112) owned by Kimberly G. Hanelt, Trustee, or her 
successors in trust, under the Frances M. Guillemin Irrevocable Trust dated December 21, 2021, owing $49,581.72.  The Connecticut 
Department of Revenue Services; the United States Internal Revenue Service; and the surviving spouse and heirs of Frances M. Guil-
lemin may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

100 Main Street (Volume 600 Page 600) owned by Hampton St LLC, owing $65,068.37.  G&S Auto Center, Inc.; Mohammed Man-
sour; Robert M. Spitzler, Trustee/UTD/11/5/01; Mystic Oil Company, Incorporated; and 42 Windsor Ave. LLC may have interests which 
will be extinguished by the sale.

44 Edgerton Street (Volume 615 Page 1190) owned by Linda C. Hochmuth, owing $4,902.15.  Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC and 
Dutch Oil Company, Inc. a/k/a Dutch Oil Co. may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

6 Mohican Trail (Volume 468 Page 144) owned by A.J. LaPlant, owing $4,768.97.  CSMC 2020-RPL2 Trust and Hop Energy, LLC 
dba Automatic TLC may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

81 Colchester Avenue (Volume 316 Page 47) owned by Stephanie J. Lee, owing $20,404.22.  Middlesex Hospital; Jefferson 
Radiology, PC; Middlesex Obstetrical & Gynecological Associates, PC a/k/a Middlesex OB/GYN; and Midland Funding, LLC may have 
interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

9 Lakewood Road (Volume 464 Page 712) owned by Richard M. Murphy, owing $2,861.34.  Specialized Loan Servicing LLC and 
Citibank, a Federal Savings Bank may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

55 South Main Street (Volume 248 Page 219) owned by Jacquelyn L. Reardon, owing $32,525.97.  
21 Cobalt Road (Volume 517 Page 883) owned by Ellen M. Richards and Alphonse Richards, owing $15,121.62.  
104C Lake Vista Drive (Volume 513 Page 701) owned by Alphonse Richards, owing $9,743.79.  Lake Vista-Baker Hill Commons, Inc. 

may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.
42 Wangonk Trail and ±0.09 acres on Wangonk Trail (Volume 67 Page 492 and Volume 73 Page 6) owned by Robert H. Salmon and 

the Estate of Emily C. Pelletier, owing $15,788.48.   Sandra Carney; Carol Hanson; the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services; 
the United States Internal Revenue Service; and the surviving spouse and heirs of Emily C. Pelletier may have interests which will be 
extinguished by the sale.

78 Pocotopaug Drive (Volume 561 Page 904) owned by Adrian I. Sandu and Gina L. Sandu, owing $5,395.00.  Seven Hills Estates 
Phase 3 Community Association, Inc. and M&T Bank may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

22 West High Street (Volume 609 Page 755) owned by Mackenzie B. Smith, owing $5,531.15.  PennyMac Loan Services, LLC may 
have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

2 Starr Place (Volume 500 Page 717) owned by Starr Place LLC, owing $15,264.72.  Biondi Associates a/k/a Biondi Associates, LLC 
may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

7 Railroad Avenue (Volume 392 Page 255) owned by Tina Velasquez, owing $4,262.26.  Liberty Bank and the Connecticut Housing 
Finance Authority may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

45 Pine Brook Road (Volume 309 Page 647) owned by Robert J. Vontell, Jr. and Bonnie Ann Vontell, owing $31,804.70.  
48 North Maple Street (Volume 622 Page 1006) owned by Keymanie Williams, owing $3,307.99.  Mortgage Electronic Registration 

Systems, Inc.; CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC; Richard C. Melton; and Sand Canyon Corporation as successor to Option One Mortgage 
Corporation may have interests which will be extinguished by the sale.

The dollar amounts listed are through the end of last month.  Additional taxes, interest, fees, and other charges authorized by law ac-
cruing after the last day of the month immediately preceding this notice are owed in addition to the amount indicated as due and owing 
in this notice.  

Bidders must present $5,000 per property in certified funds payable to “Pullman & Comley, Trustee” on the day of the sale, and the 
winning bidder must pay the balance of the sale price within 5 days or forfeit that deposit and the property.  Absent a redemption, the 
purchaser will take title “free and clear” six months after the auction except for certain encumbrances.  Details at www.cttaxsales.com.
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LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 6:45 PM

Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main 
Street, Portland, CT 06480

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned 
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 of 
the Town Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held by the 
Board of Selectmen on Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 6:45 P.M. 
in the Buck-Foreman Community Room, 265 Main Street, 
Portland, CT for the following:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby 
approves a supplemental appropriation to BOE Gen-
eral Fund Operating Budget in the amount of $375,000 
through an increase in estimated revenues to line item 
#01-000-000-00101-Education Cost Sharing Grant of 
$48,917and from the unassigned fund balance of the Gen-
eral Fund of $326,083.

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for 
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s 
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 6th day of June 2024
Attest: Ryan J. Curley, First Selectman
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TOWN OF Hebron
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that I have been notified by the Chair 
of the Hebron Republican Town Committee of the failure to 
endorse, at their meeting held between May 21, 2024 and May 
28, 2024, any person as a party-endorsed candidate of the Re-
publican Party for election of Justice of the Peace of said party 
in the Town of Hebron as prescribed by CGS §9-391.
A certified list of Republican party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of Hebron for election, including Registrar of Voters, State 
Representative and State Senator is on file with the Office of 
the Secretary of the State, 30 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT, and 
copies thereof are available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 13, 2024 if the required primary 
petition(s) for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to 
Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, 
not later than 4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2024. Petition forms, 
instructions and information concerning the procedure for filling 
of opposing candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained 
from John Richmond, Republican Registrar of Voters, 15 Gilead 
St, Hebron CT 06248.
Dated at Hebron CT June 03, 2024
Francesca Villani,
Hebron Town Clerk
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860-633-4691
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Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

C
IT
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22

-2
4

Call Now for
Low Spring Rates!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

R
E4
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2-

24
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Big enough to be 
professional – Small 
enough to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

EMPLOYMENT

R
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24

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

Part Time
Janitorial Position

R
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Located in East Hampton, American 
Distilling is the world’s largest producer 

of Distilled Witch Hazel Extracts.
We are looking for a part time janitor 

Monday through Friday 3:00 – 6:00 with 
extra hours from 1:00 – 6:00 during 
the summer. This is an ideal position 
for a student. Responsibilities include 
cleaning office areas, restrooms, and 
portions of the manufacturing floor.

Stop by  at 31 East High Street to 
complete an application Monday 

through Friday between 9:00 and 4:00. 
No calls please.

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your 

new backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding
your yard and possibilities!

R
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TREE & LAND

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available. Pick it 
up or have it delivered! Low Delivery Minimum

Help Wanted
Help needed in our  

Printing Department.
Hours available Mon. - Fri.

Email Jim for more information
jim@rarereminder.com

No phone calls please.
Must be 18 years old

R
E3
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860-716-0661 • tsminorenterprises.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
HIC# 0653158

• Lawn Mowing
 & Clean Ups
• Boulder Walls
• Lawn Installation
 & Expansion
• Planting & Mulching

• Drainage
 & Excavation
• Tree Removal
 & Brush Mowing
• Dump Runs
 & Debris Removal

Wayne’s
TREE SERVICE, LLC

ColchesterColchester, CT
FULLY 

INSURED
FREE

ESTIMATESESTIMATES

R
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Call Wayne at 860-883-3234 
or Ken at 860-996-2729

Fully Equipped Tree Removal Experts
Hazardous Tree Removal • 75 ft. Bucket Truck Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

C
IT
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Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services

for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Drainage Problem?
Call us today.

SPECIALIZING IN DRIVEWAY 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Mason Sand • Pool Sand

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fes sion al, com pet it ive 
rates. Call Tho mas 860-
267-7515.

TREE & LANDSCAPING
T R E E  C A R E 
B Y  L I C E N S E D 
ARBORIST: Prun ing, 
dis ease treat ment, con-
sult ing, plant ing and re-
movals. Pro fes sional 
qual ity ser vice and ex-
pert ise. LaPila Ar bor ists, 
LLC at lapi l aar bor ist s. 
com or 860-965-5546.

OFFICE MANAGER
needed for a landscape company

Approximately 30-40 hours per
week, M-F. Must have solid 

organizational skills and experience 
with bookkeeping, Quickbooks and 
Payroll. Duties include answering 

C
IT

6-
6-

24

phones, accounts receivables
and accounts payable.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
jnthompson@comcast.net

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Weekly Lawn Mowing • Mulching
Seeding • Dethatching/Lawn Repair

Brush/Hedge Trimming • Brush Clearing

SPRING CLEANUPS!

Free Estimates
& Insured860-294-2864

R
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...AND 
MUCH 
MORE!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Serving East Hampton, Marlborough & Glastonbury

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

TREE & LANDSCAPING
COMPLETE LAWN

MAINTENANCE
Plowing / Salting / Dump Runs

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs

Irrigation Services
Water Features

Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations / Clearing

Accepting New Weekly Scheduled Mowings   
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE5-10-24

R
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly
Mowing 

Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL and 
all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Brush Removal
and much more!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL R
E3
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
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L&L Landscaping

Spring Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush Clearing

30 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK – REASONABLE RATES

Mulch • Stones
Paver Walkways
Sidewalk Edging

Patios • Retaining Walls

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

RE3-29-24

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
E3

-2
0-

20

CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

THOM’S
STUMP GRINDING
Same Day Callbacks

Just prompt, reliable service
at a reasonable price!

Any Location • Fully Licensed
Call Thom

860-656-6720 R
E3
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

CT License:  HIC.0645188Licensed and Insured
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C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff
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For a Free estimate, call
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or custom colors

Leaf Relief Gutter Protection
Fascia Replacement

New Roofing

C
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

MR. HANDYMAN
Home Improvement
Professionals
• Residential & Commercial
• Prompt, Safe & Reliable
• All Household Jobs, Large or Small
• Professional, Insured & Bonded

Decks & Bathrooms • Small Jobs as well
Mr. Handyman of Glastonbury, Norwich & New London

norwich@mrhandyman.com
860-359-1776 • www.mrhandyman.com

CIT4-22-21

HIC #0650282

CALL FOR 
SERVICE

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Sharp Eye
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Power Washing
Deck & Porch

Refinishing

FREE ESTIMATES
203-640-3464

paintingbyrenewal@gmail.com
License# 0667603

C
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
Popcorn Ceiling Removal • Carpentry Services

Remodels & Additions • Pressure Washing

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc
959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

C
IT

3-
9-

23

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

53rd ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

PAINTING / CARPENTRY
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
Email: chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E8

-1
3-

21

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Interior/Exterior Painting

C
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

Free Estimates, Insured
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760  Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

Fully Insured – CT #574467

860-983-9537
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GET YOUR HOUSE IN SHAPE
BILL’S
REMODELING & HOME REPAIR llc

Phone: 860-402-0508
Additions Doors Molding
Basements Floors Repair Work
Bathrooms Kitchens Siding
Decks Garages Windows

DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF C
IT
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12

-2
0

License #HIC 0656593

HOME IMPROVEMENT

R
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FRESHEN UP FOR SPRING!
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free es tim-
ate on all your In terior 
and Ex ter ior needs. 
Roofi ng, decks, sheds, 
win dows/ doors, gut-
ters, land scape ser-
vices, porches, patios, 
f ram ing,  car  pent ry, 
sid ing, kit chens/baths, 
base ments, f loor ing 
(tile, hard wood, lam in-
ate & vinyl), pain ting/
s taining, in su la tion, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/In sured. James 
860-573-3597. 

A C C E L E R A T E D 
P R O P E R T Y 
MANAGEMENT: Ma-
ter i als Per Yard $36 Nat-
ural Brown Pine Blend 
Mulch, $40 En hanced 
Brown & Red Mulch 
860-913-4900 Web site: 
APMBuild s. com

A C C E L E R A T E D 
P R O P E R T Y 
MANAGEMENT: Ma-
ter i als Per  Yard $25 
Screened Loam, $18 
Sand, $40 Dark Com-
post, $20 for 3” Minus 
Re claim Pro cess 860-
223-3260 Email: sales@
APMbuild s. com.

CABINET REFACING: 
Not an overpriced box 
s tore  or  f ranch ise. 
L o c a l  c o m p a n y , 
c a b i n e t m a k e r s 
specializing in refacing 
since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work 
and  co un te r  t ops . 
Deal with the owner. 
Wood’n Excel lence. 
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

D&A TILE: Free es-
tim ates. Li censed and 
in sured. All types of tile 
work, kit chens, baths. 
All work guar an teed. 16 
years ex per i ence. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handy man, 
painting, rot ted wood, 
junk and debris removal, 
es cav ator, dump truck, 
septic. Screened top  soil 
avail able. Fully licensed 
and insured. Ben Egri 
860-712-6257.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chim ney re pair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
re tain ing walls, steps. 
Roofs done, ven eers 
done, walk ways. Ce-
ment, tiles, pav ing and 
build ing main ten ance. 
All kinds of ma sonry and 
home re pairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op-
e r  a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

C A R P E N T E R 
O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S 
EXPERIENCE: Desks,  
cab in etry, in teri or/ex ter-
ior trim, doors, win dows, 
demo. Free es tim ates. 
In sured & Li censed. 
HIC.06.32476. Call 860-
966-9820.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.
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Light Excavation & Grading
Bush Hogging • Walkways & Patios

Drainage Work Curtain & Yard Drains, Gutter Tie Ins

Stone & Gravel Driveways
Flat Concrete Work 
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21860-228-0556
860-604-6477 CT Lic. 0566119

& Insured

a i

DCT, llc

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
it

3-
5-

20

COLUMBIA 
GRAVEL
Driveway

Repair & Regrade
FREE ESTIMATES
— LICENSED & INSURED —

860-228-7171
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
E3

-1
3-

20

SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
SCHEDULING AUGUST NOW!
(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
39TH ANNIVERSARY!

Cash & Senior Discounts

860-933-2659
ctwashpros.com R
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Call for 
a FREE 
quote!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

All Types of Fence
(vinyl, ornamental, wood, chainlink)

Installation & Repairs

Experience — Professionalism — Integrity
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LICENSED & 
INSURED

CT HIC 0671859

Serving CT and Western MA

860-629-0335
www.fortressfenceCT.com

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
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PAINTING
Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2

-1
0-

23Call Today!

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
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860-228-3912

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Hot Water & Ductless Splits
Energy Efficient Heat Pumps • Air Conditioning

SPRING SPECIAL for
AC Installs & AC Maintenance
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE! 

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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24860.949.5711
middlesexmechanicalservices@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!

Get Ahead 

of  the Heat!!! 

B L A C K  G O O S E 
C H I M N E Y S W E E P : 
Dirty chim neys can burn! 
Hav ing your chim ney 
cleaned yearly en sures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
pro fes sional clean ing. 
Fully in sured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
Clean ing, caps, dampers, 
flash ing, fur nace liners 
and more. No non sense, 
no sales pitch, just the 
work you want done. 35 
yrs. ac tual ex per i ence 
as the owner of Gla-
ston bury’s local chim ney 
ser vice. Wil liam Al len 
860-633-1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
ap point ments avail able. 
Clean outs, base ments, 
gar ages. Even junk in the 
back yard. We can take 
as much or as little as 
you want. Mark 860-295-
9692 or 860-916-9577.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING : 
Cus tom stain ing and fin-
ish ing. Re pair ing and 
lay ing of all wood floors. 
Free es tim ates. James 
Gor man 860-647-9261.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gut ters = wa ter dam-
age. Op tion al  lower 
cost guards. Free es-
tim ates. In sured, Reg 
#HIC.0651707. Tex t/
Call Marc any  time 860-
498-2524.

HANDYLADY: Need 
he lp ,  fee l  ing  over -
whelmed?? Or gan ize 
your home, spring/sum-
mer clut ter clean ing, 
prep aring for home sale, 
mov ing/pack ing/ set ting 
up a new home, selling 
fur niture, ...the list goes 
on. Let me sim plify your 
life! Call Patti 860-657-
5745.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : lean ing or bul-
ging? But your ma ter ial 
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your 
walk way not level or col-
lect ing wa ter? But ma-
ter ial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
ma ter ial and save $$$! 
Don dero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In teri-
or/ex ter ior paint ing, win-
dow/ door in stall a tion, 
vinyl sid ing in st all at ion 
and roof in stall a tion. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stuc co, fin ish base ment, 
ceramic tiles, bath room, 
re mod el ing. Build ing 
main ten ance, fence in-
stall a tion. House and of-
fice clean ing. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

L & R  G E N  E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe-
cial ize in per fec tion. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
out door kit chens, chim-
ney re pairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
in sured & li censed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

Help MoM! Medicine Reminders, Meals, 
Transportation, Housekeeping, Companions.

All of our caregivers are aged 50+,
with many years of experience.

Bonded, insured, background checked.
We truly are YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY LLC

ColChester 860-967-0831 RE8-13-21SERVICES

— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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CLEANING
CALL FOR

SPRING SPECIALS!
We use “green” 

friendly solutions 
for best results!

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– No Salesman – No Subcontractors

– Free Competitive Estimates
– Financing Options Available

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

ADMasonry
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.657.9185
Free Estimates • CT Lic. #602717 • Insured

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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AAA
Electrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
Licensed –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – insured

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

For All Your ElEctricAl NEEds
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

eLc. 0193730.e1

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
E3

-1
3-

20

SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

TAG SALES
CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”
By Owner/Operator, Tony Lee “2nd Generation Paving”

ALL 
PURPOSE 
PAVING

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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SERVICES
House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

Gutter Cleaning
& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us
HIC. 0654618 

Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

Ceiling Repair
Specialists

(860) 652-9259

CIT3-5-20

SPecializing in:
all phases of  Painting

custom
Textured ceilings
Sheetrock/Taping

Water Damage

FOR SALE

R&M Sealcoating, LLC
— FREE ESTIMATES —

Colchester, CT
860-234-1403

CT LIC #0630496 RE5-17-24

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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12FT BOAT, MOTOR, 
& TRAILER: Com plete 
fish ing package. $4,100 
or BO. 860-305-1475. 
Leave mes sage.

2 0 2 3  K A W A S A K I 
KLR650 ADVENTURE 
CAMO: with ABS. Still  
new, only 113 miles. Mint 
con di tion, still break-in 
peri od. Fact ory saddle 
bags, mfg. tank knee 
pads ad ded, own ers 
manual, and fact ory ser-
vice manual. $7,500 
firm. Also new Bell hel-
met, size 3X, and tour ing 
jacket free with bike, if 
wanted. Tom 860-608-
6777 between 10am 
& 8pm.

A B O V E  G R O U N D 
SWIMMING POOL: 16’ 
x 33’ oval, great shape. 
In cludes fil ter, pump, all 
equip ment. $1,000. You 
dis as semble and take 
away. 860-295-8832. 
Leave mes sage.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art pro jects , wrap ping 
and pack ing, table cov-
er ings for pub lic din ners, 
etc. THE GLA STON-
BURY CIT IZEN . 87 
Nut meg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D  F O R 
SALE: cut, split, de-
livered loc ally $290/
CORD. Can cus tom cut 
to size. Mul tiple cord 
dis count. Dis coun ted 
out door firepit wood 
avail able. Call/ text 860-
202-8950.

H AY  F O R  S A L E : 
Square bales, Al falfa 
mix, 2nd crop. Call 860-
267-2194.

FRI, SAT: 6/14-6/15. 
8am-3pm. 32 Fern wood 
Dr, East Hamp ton, Rain/
Shine. Vint age dishes, 
glass ware, nick nacks. 
Em mett Kelly clowns. 
Snow White plates, mu-
sic boxes. Oil lamps, 
Hum mel’s, Fire King, 
John son Broth ers, Nor-
m an Rock well plates. 
Wo men’s, teen girl and 
men’s cloth ing.

HUGE TAG/MOVING 
S A L E :  Eve ry th i ng 
must go! Furni ture, 
house hold, elec tron ics, 
sports, bi cyc les, and 
more. Saturday, June 
8th, 9am-3pm. 195 Old 
Farms Road, South Gla-
ston bury.

TAG SALE: 89 Daniel 
St, East Hamp ton, Sat. 
June 8th, 9-2 Household 
items, home de cor, adult 
cloth ing and much more. 

J U N E  7 - 8 :  R A I N 
OR SHINE (8-2) an-
tiques/ fur niture/lin ens/
sampler s/tools/ book s/
ste reo/oil-lamps/jewelry/
HH/kitchenware/mirrors/
cut lery /spor ts /pets /
electronics/games/toys/
beanys/records/tervis/
misc at 80-Olde-Stage 
in Glastonbury

E S T A T E  S A L E : 
Saturday  June 8th & 
Sunday June 9th 9am-
5pm. 115 Gil bert Av en-
ue, Rocky Hill.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG 
SALE: Sat/Sun, 6/8-
6/9, 8am-3pm, 100 So-
mer set Rd, Gla ston-
bury. Furniture, kit chen/ 
house hold items, wood 
split ter, wood-burn ing 
in set, chain saw, clothes, 
tools, bird feed ers, elec-
tric mo tors, mech an ical 
items, John Deer parts, 
and much more!

TAG SALE: 6/8 & 6/9, 
9am-3pm, 29 Di ane 
Drive, Manchester. Toys, 
chil dren’s items, house-
wares, home dé cor, art, 
col lect ibles, and more. 
Everything must go!

TAG SALE: Sat/Sun 
6 /8 -6 /9 ,  8am-2pm. 
House hold items, misc, 
tools, mo bil ity scoot ers, 
col lect ible cars & mugs, 
and much more! 229 
Deep wood Drive, Le-
ban on. Rain or Shine.

TAG SALE: Saturday, 
6/15,  9am-3pm, 12 
Smi th  St reet ,  East 
Hamp ton. Tools, fish-
ing, boat ing, & mis cel-
laneous.
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SECOND 
BLESSINGS

THRIFT SHOP
Marlborough

Congregational Church
35 South Main Street

Open for
Sales & 

Donations
Fridays ~ noon to 3 p.m.

Saturdays ~ 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

CLOSED JULY AND AUGUST

JUNE SALE
50% OFF 

STOREWIDE

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your car pets deep 
dry cleaned. Elim in ate 
prob lems as so ci ated 
with wa ter (mold, mil-
dew). Best method avail-
able for re moval of pet 
stains, etc. Re moves 
al ler gens. Im me di ate 
use. Uphol stery clean-
ing. Com pletely safe. 
Ex per i  enced, ref  er-
ences, in sured. Wil liam 
Agostinell i 860-704-
8486 calls only.

CLEANING SERVICES

C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

R
E6
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4$49RATES AS 
LOW AS

AFFORDABLE
CLEANING

We also include sanitizing, 
do groceries, run errands 
and rides to doctor appts.

LICENSED

CALL OR 
TEXT 860-849-2768

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Polish/English speaking 
woman can clean your 
house with care. 3rd 
c l e a n i n g  3 0 %  o f f . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Insured and bonded. 
Call 860-268-2301.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of ex per i ence, 
I off er re li able ser vice. 
reas on able rates and I 
do an amaz ing job. Re-
fer ences upon re quest. 
Please call or text for 
free es tim ates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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...and Enjoy the View!

Install a new Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Cooling System
in your home & Save up to $5,000!  

Special 0% Financing available.We Will Remove and  
Properly Dispose of Your  

Old Window AC Units

HTG.0393975-S1

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

Heating & Cooling Installation and Service
absoluteairservices.com

Call Now! 860-613-5230
Or Visit Our Ductless Showroom For More Information

Ditch the Window A/Cs
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(860) 267-6102
Suburban Sanitation Service
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— Providing Prompt and Courteous Service Since 1955 —

Congratulations to all the 
Graduates in Our Community!
Make sure to get that septic tank 

cleaned before the big party!

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625
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