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Toys fo Tots..

Garage, 505 Glastonbury Tpke.

. The calendar may have just turned to October, but Christmas is
coming! The Town of Portland Garage is assisting the U.S. Marines in its annual
Toys for Tots campaign, which started Oct. 1 and runs through Dec. 15. This year’s
kickoff featured these beloved figures: Mr. Peanut, Gunnery Sergeant Xavier A.
Pacheco, Santa Claus, and retired Marine Jim “Red” Soder. All are asked to do-
nate new, unwrapped toys to children in need. Donation location: Portland Town

Gildersleeve Elementary
A Blue Ribbon School!

By Anne Lilburn

The staff at Gildersleeve Elementary School
in Portland are celebrating a big win this fall.

The school was recently named a Connecti-
cut Blue Ribbon school, a statewide honor rec-
ognizing schools “that are excelling in academic
success.” Only four schools in the entire state
received this honor.

The state-level award, from the Connecticut
Department of Education (CDOE), is some-
what bittersweet, as Gildersleeve had earlier
been nominated for the United States Depart-
ment of Education’s (USDE) prestigious Nation-
al Blue Ribbon Schools Program. That program
had been in existence for over 40 years until it
was abruptly discontinued by the USDE at the
end of August.

In a letter notifying state education chiefs of
the decision, USDE spokesperson Madi Bieder-
man said the decision was made “in the spirit
of Returning Education to the States” and noted
that states were free to launch their own state-
level programs.

Accordingly, Connecticut’s program, which
was established in September and is based in
part on standardized test scores, seeks to award
schools that would have been honored by the
national program. And while the Portland edu-
cation community is celebrating the award, they
are also lamenting what might have been.

“Ending the National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program denies communities like ours the op-
portunity to celebrate the excellence of their

RHAM Community Rallies After Tragic Death

By Toriana Williams

The RHAM High School community has
come together in an outpouring of love and
support following the tragic death of freshman
14-year-old Erik Brooker, who died in a dirt
bike crash in Hebron last month.

In the weeks since, local businesses, friends
and neighbors have organized fundraisers and
memorial efforts in his honor, highlighting the
close-knit nature of the town and the impact
Erik had on those around him.

While no words or gestures can soften the
tragedy of a life cut short, the unity shown in
the wake of Erik’s passing stands as a testament
to the strength of community. It is not a cure for
the pain, but a reminder that even in heartbreak,
people can come together to lift one another up.

A GoFundMe page created in Erik’s memory,
to help cover funeral expenses and support his
family, quickly surpassed expectations. At press
time, it had raised $18,330, more than triple its
original goal of $5,000. The donations, messages
and gestures from residents show the depth of
compassion in Hebron and the surrounding
area.

One of the most visible efforts was organized
through Brain Freezers, a Hebron ice cream
shop co-owned by Gina Kelsey. She explained
that while she did not know Erik personally, the
connection came through one of her employees
at Gina Marie’s, another business Kelsey owns.

“I didn’t know him personally, but one of his
friends works here at Gina Marie’s,” Kelsey said,
“Her name’s Allison, and she was one of his
good friends, so we decided to do a fundraiser
for him”

When Kelsey and her husband reached out to
Erik’s mother, she shared that other restaurants
had already done fundraisers.

“My husband suggested doing a scholarship
fund instead, Kelsey said” [The mother] agreed
and she said, “You know, people in this commu-
nity have already been so generous’ and that a
scholarship would be great”

Kelsey added that the aforementioned em-
ployee, Allison Lembke, a senior at RHAM High
School, took the lead on organizing the event.
“She made the flyers, and she went to RHAM
and put it on the morning announcements, got

worker volunteers to help her at Brain Freezers,”
Kelsey said. “So it was really good. We got good
support from the community”

The fundraiser brought in approximately
$1,500 for the scholarship fund in Erik’s name.

Lemke said the idea came from wanting to
honor someone who had been important in her
life.

“What inspired me is that he was really im-
portant to me. He was one of my friends for a
long time, and I thought it would be nice to do
something like this in his honor,” she shared. “I
thought it was great that we could all come to-
gether as a community to support him”

For Lemke, the day of the fundraiser was a
moving experience.

“It was pretty busy;” she recalled. “I know at
one point the line was out the door. We had
the whole RHAM soccer team there, and they
showed up in their uniforms and got ice cream.”

Though it was a difficult time, Lemke said the
event was meaningful for her and those who at-
tended. “It was fun,” she said. “I really enjoyed

See Community Rallies, page 31

schools on a national stage,” said Portland Su-
perintendent of Schools Charles Britton. “While
we are deeply disappointed in this decision, we
are grateful that the Connecticut State Depart-
ment of Education has stepped forward to hon-
or the extraordinary work happening in schools
like Gildersleeve.”

Gildersleeve received the honor in the cat-
egories of “Exemplary High Performing” and
“Achievement Gap Closing,” and was recog-
nized for its success in improving attendance, as
well as its performance among so-called “high
needs” students, which includes students with
disabilities, multilingual learners, and those
from low-income families.

At Gildersleeve, those students make up
43 percent of the population, and as recently
as the 2018-2019 academic year, the schools
math scores led to it being identified as a Focus
school, meaning its high-needs learners were
lagging behind the general population.

The other schools honored as Blue Ribbon
Schools were House of Arts, Letters, and Sci-
ence (HALS) Academy in New Britain; Green
Acres Elementary School in North Haven; and
Weston Intermediate School in Weston.

In a press release naming the award recipi-
ents, the Governor’s Office noted that “aca-
demic growth in mathematics and English
language arts for all students and students with
high needs has increased significantly” at Gild-

See Gildersleeve Elementary, page 23
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‘Meet Ben Franklin’
at Librar

As the United States gets reag; to celebrate its
250th birthday in 2026, Andover Public Library
will welcome a bona fide Founding Father for a
visit on Wednesday, Oct. 8, at 6 p.m.

Bev York, education director of the American
Museum in Willimantic, will channel Benjamin
Franklin and present “Meet Ben Franklin””

This free, family-friendly program will take place
downstairs in the library. All are welcome. RSVP

Resident Participates
in Day of Service

Haley Cone of Andover was among more
than 360 first-year students at Emmanuel
College in Boston to participate in the New
Student Day of Service.

Rising early on the last day of summer
vacation, the students volunteered at food
shelves, homeless shelters, and other organi-
zations that meet community needs.

Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Bingo and Baskets: Friday, Oct. 17, 5:30 p.m.
dinner, followed by game at 6:30 p.m. Cost is
$10 per person.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring

Zinay
CUCINA

Fresh - Natural -Delicious

Visit our website
for details!

[l
Mondays: Wing It Mondays - 6 wings /$8

12 wings/$15 variety of flavors e $5 Draft Beers

Tuesdays are for Pet Lovers - post a photo with your pet on

your social media & tag @ZinasCucina for 15% off your bill
Wednesdays: Thursdays:

1/2 off Bottles of Wine Bourbon, Beer & Burgers

Come join us for LUNCH! PRoRDEs
N Monday-Saturday 11:30am-4:00pm B

10% OFF Your Lunch w/ this Ad

wwWw.zinascucina.com

is requested, by calling the library at 860-742-7428.

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

' CALL NOW
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WINTER BOAT
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WINTERIZATION
Shrink Wrapping
& Poat Hauling

SSENTIALS
Delivery » Dockside Detailing

Protection & Restoration
50118
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ks@gmai\.com
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Connecticut Dealer!
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Sun. 3-8pm Dinner Only
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for a
Quote!

NEW
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Snap Dock and Shore Side Dock's

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5™
1pM to 3PM
NEW CONSTRUCTION ON
152 STANAVAGE RD, COLCHESTER, CT
TEXT 860-334-4808

CLEANERS

Green Earth
Cleaning

Free Home
Pickup/Delivery

Same Day
Service

Leaves fabrics softer
and colors vibrant
longer with no
chemical odor.

We make it easy We will visit

to get your order your neighborhood

in and out on the twice a week, on
same day. specified days.

Offered by Joe Piechta and Zach Caldwell
This beautiful ranch offers relaxed one floor living
with all the amenities. Three large bathrooms an open floor
plan perfect for entertaining. First floor laundry room,
a (frog) future room over garage for office or gameroom,
large basement, front and back porches.

$1.50 OFF
SHIRTS

(3 OR MORE)

S0shirtrivereast2

Expires November 14, 2025

Incoming orders only. Cannot
be combined with any other
offers.

MARLBOROUGH
4-8 East Hampton Road
(860) 467-0111
BestCleaners.com

Come take a look, you won’t be disappointed.
$859,600

https://152stanavageroad@relahq.com
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Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC) is open daily from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The
lounge is open for cards, games and puzzles
anytime, and coffee is always on. All are wel-
come. For all senior-related events, call the di-
rector at 860-798-6862. The center’s monthly
newsletter is available on the Town of Andover
website, www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and
Andover Public Library. Call 860-798-6862 and
ask for Haley in order to be put on the monthly
newsletter email list.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers,
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by
the center if interested.

Transportation: Please provide one week’s
notice for all requests. Registration is required.
Paperwork can be emailed, mailed or picked up
at the center. All passengers are required to fill
out proper paperwork before utilizing trans-
portation. Transportation is available to town
events and meetings, voting, senior events,
group shopping, and medical appointments.
The driver’s shift ends at 5 p.m.; please plan ac-
cordingly.

Transportation is curb to curb. Passengers
must be able to navigate independently to the
vehicle and during appointments. Driveways
must be accessible. If assistance is required,
passengers may bring an assistant (18 years or
older). All seniors, veterans, and disabled are
welcome. Call Linda at 860-498-2326 for all
transportation-related questions.

Chair Yoga with Haley: Mondays, 10-11 a.m.
Cost is $7, payable at the time of class. For trans-
portation, call Linda at 860-498-2326.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. To Man-
chester on Sept. 30. Transportation is available;
contact Linda at 860-498-2326.

Seams Like Fun - Open Sew & Stitch: Ev-
ery Thursday, 12:30-4 p.m. Bring supplies and
a snack. Transportation is available. Call Haley

Trivia Night Fundraiser

The Andover Republican Town Commit-
tee will hold a Trivia Night Fundraiser Friday,
Oct. 3, at the Andover Pizza House, 114 Route
6. Sign-in starts at 6 p.m., and the game starts at
7. Seats are limited.

Tickets are $20/person, with teams of up to
six players. There will be a 50/50 raftle, pizza,
appetizers and a cash bar. There will be a prize
for the best team. Purchase tickets via Venmo@
Jeffrey-Murray-1969 or with cash, or via check
made payable to the Andover RTC. If paying by
cash or check call Carol Barton at 860-230-5854
and let her know.

Halloween Fun Day

The Andover Recreation Commission will
hold their annual Halloween Fun Day Sunday,
Oct. 26, at 1 p.m., in and behind the Commu-
nity & Senior Center, 25 School Rd.

The Recreation Commission will be there
with candy and will host the “Best Decorated
Table Contest” winner will receive $50 and sec-
ond place will receive $25. To sign up for the
table contest, text or call Annmarie at 860-983-
7442.

The fire department will also be present, with
treat bags, prizes and activities. The Commu-
nity and Senior Center will host activities.

WwoobD

with any questions at 203-645-4933.

Chess and Checkers Club: Thursdays, 3-4:30
p.m. Enjoy a friendly game of chess or checkers
with neighbors. All skill levels welcome.

Community Yoga: Thursdays, 5:45-6:45 p.m.
Cost is $10, payable at the time of class. For
more information, contact Linda Derick at 860-
655-4409. Drop-ins welcome.

Gentle Yoga: Fridays, 8:30-9:30 a.m. Cost is
$10, payable at time of class. For more infor-
mation, contact Haley Proto at 203-645-4933.
Drops-ins welcome.

Strong & Steady - Resistance Band Work-
out: All supplies are provided. Meets every Fri-
day, 10-11 a.m. Cost is $7, payable at the time
of class. For transportation, call the center and
ask for Linda.

Lunch Every Wednesday: Wednesdays at
noon. Cost is $5. Let Haley know youre com-
ing, at 860-798-6862, and call Linda to reserve
your ride at 860-498-2326. Schedule: Sept. 24,
luncheon and entertainment with Georgina’s
Sausage Taormina, served with salad, garlic
bread, and dessert.

Movie & Snacks: Fridays at 1 p.m. Free, with
chips and seasonal fruit. Call the senior center
for movie titles for the month or to make sug-
gestions. For transportation, contact Linda at
860-498-2326.

Kids’ Cuts with Rebecca: Check back for Oc-
tober schedule.

Coffee & Crafts: Thursday, Oct. 16. If attend-
ing, call 860-798-6862.

Pal Program: Will resume in October. This is
an intergenerational partnership with Andover
Elementary School. Contact Tess Grous to partic-
ipate. For more information, call 860-798-6862.

Travel in Time Club: Friday, Oct. 17, noon.
Based on Travel in Time in Connecticut, by local
author and teacher Dan Blanchard. This is an
introduction to another intergenerational part-
nership with Andover Elementary School. This
program follows the school year calendar. Call
Tess Grous to participate or for more informa-
tion, at 860-798-6862. Light fare provided.

Voter Registration Session

Registrars will be in their office at Town Hall,
17 School Rd., on Friday, Oct. 17, between 9
a.m. and 8 p.m., to register new voters in time
for the Nov. 4 municipal election.

Hispanic Heritage

Storytime
Hispanic Heritage Month runs through Oct.
15, and to help celebrate, Andover Public Li-
brary will host Doris Maldonado Mendez for a
special storytime and bingo for all elementary
school-aged kids on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 11 a.m.
There will be small prizes and snacks, too.

Final Basketball

Registration

The final Andover Youth Basketball registra-
tion session will be Monday, Oct. 13, from 6-8
p.m., in the community room of the Town Of-
fice Building. Registration forms are available
on the town website; andoverconnecticut.org.

Coaches Wanted: Also, coaches are wanted
for the program. Send your name, email ad-
dress, telephone number, age group/grade, boy
or girl team and if you are signing up as head
coach or assistant on or before Oct. 11; via text
message at 860-989-6988; or via email at clee@
andoverct.org. Once all information is received,
the coaches’ meeting will be scheduled.

)WOOD
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Oh, somewhere in this favored land the sun
is shining bright;

The band is playing somewhere, and some-
where hearts are light,

And somewhere men are laughing, and
somewhere children shout;

But there is no joy in Mudville - mighty
Casey has struck out.

Those are, of course, the famous clos-
ing lines from the 1888 poem “Casey at the
Bat,” but boy are they sure relevant today. For
there’s no joy in Met-ville either; the mighty
boys from Flushing have failed to make the
postseason.

It wasn’t supposed to be this way. Holy cow,
it wasn't supposed to be this way. After sign-
ing outfielder Juan Soto to the richest contract
in sports history in the offseason, my beloved
New York Mets were considered a lock to not
just make the playofts, but go on a deep run.
After all, they brought back much of the same
squad that went all the way to Game 6 of the
NLCS last year — and now theyd added Juan
freakin’ Soto! Expectations were sky high
(well, maybe not from me - but more on that
in a bit).

All those preseason prognosticators were
looking brilliant when the season started, By
mid-June, the Mets were an amazing 21 games
over .500. They had a 5 1/2-game lead in their
division, and ESPN gave them a 96.2% chance
of making the playoffs. Things were looking
quite wonderful.

Alas, the baseball season doesn’t end June
12.

Starting June 13 - the day after ace pitcher
Kodai Senga went on the injured list with a
hamstring strain — the Mets went 38-55 for
the remainder of the season. Only four teams
in MLB were worse. The Mets saw their divi-
sion lead vanish, followed by their wild card
lead. By the end of September, they no lon-
ger controlled their own destiny; they entered
Game 162 on Sunday needing not just to win,

but needing the Reds to lose. That last part
happened - thank you, Milwaukee - but the
Mets couldn’t score a single run against the
Marlins, and...... that was that. The season
Wwas over.

It’s tempting to say everything that could go
wrong did go wrong — but thats simply not
true. In reality, it was the pitching. And that
was why I had doubts heading into the season
to begin with. I simply wasn’t sure the Mets
had put together a solid starting rotation. I
was eating crow — and it tasted quite good, to
be honest - the first part of the year. But the
success simply wasn't sustainable.

From June 13 on, the Mets’ rotation post-
ed a 5.27 ERA - and, even worse, the start-
ers were averaging fewer than five innings
per outing. This severely taxed a bullpen that
wasn't even that great to begin with. A num-
ber of trade deadline acquisitions appeared to
shore up the bullpen woes - but every single
one of them seemed to blow up in their face.

The utter failure of the pitching staff just
drove home the point that baseball really is a
team sport. From an offensive standpoint, the
Metsies did alright — better than alright. Their
top four hitters — Soto, Francisco Lindor, Pete
Alonso and Brandon Nimmo - all had great
seasons, with Soto collecting 42 home runs, a
career high, and very nearly swiping 40 bases.

But without strong enough pitching, those
individual successes were meaningless.

There have been more spectacular collaps-
es in Mets history; the 2007 squad ended its
season infamously blowing a 7-game division
lead in just 17 games. This was more like a
slow-motion collapse. It was, to invoke Taylor
Swift, death by a thousand cuts.

Where do the Mets go from here? Well, I
hope the failure drove home to every single
person in the front office that a real starting
rotation is needed. You can’t sign an outfielder
to a $750 million contract and then put to-

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6
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The Scarecrows are Back!... Scarecrows are beginning to pop up on Main Street
in Hebron for the annual Town Center Project’s Scarecrow Contest, part of its
Harvest Festival that runs on Saturday, Oct. 18. The scarecrows will be on display
for all of October. Over 25 businesses and families have registered to be part of the
Scarecrows on Main. The winner will be announced from a People’s Choice vote
that will take place at the festival on the 18th. Pictured are the St. Peter’s Peace Trio,
singing “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” entered by a team of parishioners from St.

Peter’s Episcopal Church.
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can see better.

the things.

about this time.
But about the glasses.

fashion trend.

peanut gallery.

cess just trying to remain presentable.

You may have noticed that there’s a new trend in spectacles. I refer not to the spectacles we
see during TV coverage of White House news conferences, but the kind people wear so they

Apparently based on the theory that if big is good, bigger is better, the nearsighted fashioni-
stas among us have taken to wearing glasses the size of the windshield on your average SUV.
As someone who still struggles with the near universal abandonment of the necktie, it took
me some time to adjust to this epidemic of outsized eyewear, my first impression being that
I had stumbled across some exotic kind of bug or something. Thankfully, 'm over that now,
though I still find myself kind of half-wondering where the windshield wipers are located on

Having said that, I must admit that these new fashion statements look really good on some
people. Especially women, for some reason. I don't know why a fashion accessory that looks
tres chic on a woman makes a guy look like a praying mantis with anxiety issues, but that
seems to be the case here. It’s just one of those things, I guess.

One of the first times I noticed oversized glasses appearing as a fashion statement was when
Rosa DeLauro, the 82-year-old congresswoman from Southern Connecticut, showed up wear-
ing a pair on TV during one of her bilious press conferences asserting that anyone who thinks
she’s too damn old to be in Congress deserves to die in a burning Tesla.

Okay, I made that up about the Tesla. But she is pretty old. And, combined with her purple
hair, she was certainly a sight to behold, irately peering out at the world from behind those big
old goggles—to the point that I can’t now remember what specific injustice she was ranting

Putting aside the possibility that maybe she intended to go SCUBA diving after her press
conference, I thought at the time (somewhat disdainfully, I admit) that this glasses thing was
just another case of Connecticut’s free-spirited Rosa being Rosa. But as the months passed,
it became increasingly clear to me that my disdain was misplaced. Far from being an object
of ridicule, Congresswoman DeLauro was actually on the cutting edge of an up and coming

While I'm not one of her fans (in case you haven't already noticed), I suppose it is this sort
of social and political acumen that allows her to reign year after year as a powerful congress-
woman in Washington, D.C. while I remain a half-baked nut consigned to the back row of the

Now, of course, all the anchor women on news shows and people on TV ads, would-be psy-
chiatrists and folks looking over fresh fruit in the grocery store are wearing the latest thing in
goggle glasses. I'm not saying Rosa started this fashion upheaval, but she was certainly an early
participant, so let us give credit where credit is due.

Nevertheless, while I also need “corrective eyewear” to avoid driving into the side of build-
ings, the back of school buses and other inoffensive objects, I don’t plan to follow this latest
stampede of nearsighted sheep toward oversized glasses. Frankly, it’s too late for me to

be chic, stylish or fashionable. As those of you who know me can attest, I have mixed suc-

Anyway, fashions come and go. Remember granny glasses? Given a choice between looking
like Ben Franklin or being mistaken for some kind of nearsighted bug - or for that matter, for
a progressive congresswoman from New Haven - I think I'll just wear my contact lens.

Jim Hallas

Correction
A story about last week’s East Hampton
Town Council meeting quoted councilman
Jordan Werme. That was incorrect; it was
actually councilman Rich Knotek who said
the quote attributed to Werme.
The Rivereast regrets the error.

I Love Children
To the Editor:

My name is Marcie Miner, and I'm running for
the Board of Education. My husband and I have
two children who attended Andover Elementary
School. I was active in the PTA and organized the
yearly Christmas shopping event as well as the
Pancake Breakfast. Raising our kids in the town
of Andover was the best of times, and Id like to
ensure that today’s children receive the same great
education my kids did when there were over 300
kids from kindergarten through sixth grade.

I want to help the Board of Education run a
smooth, transparent operation without requiring
kids to attend town meetings, so that parents can
still participate. If childcare isn't covered in the
budget, I will help pay for a sitter myself. I love
children and simply want what’s best for them.

Please remember to vote in November and
thank you for your support.

Marcie Miner - Andover

The Education Selectwoman
To the Editor,

When you look at Hebrons progress over the
past few years, Tiffany Thiele’s leadership has been
an important part of it. As a member of the Board
of Selectmen, Tiffany has shown what it means to
be a responsive, hardworking public servant. She
listens to residents, brings people together, and al-
ways puts the needs of the community first.

Tiffany’s record speaks for itself. She collabo-
rated on budgets that protect great schools while
keeping services strong, fought for the Wall Street
sidewalks to be completed, and worked with fel-
low board members to fairly distribute ARPA
funds. She also served on RHAM’s Strategic Plan
Comnmittee, giving her a direct role in shaping the
future of local education.

Known proudly as the “education selectwoman,”
Tiffany has been a consistent voice for Hebron’s
students and families. She understands that strong
schools are the heart of a thriving town and has
worked tirelessly to make sure they get the support
they need.

With her experience on the Board of Selectmen,
her background in community leadership, and
her passion for education, Tiffany Thiele is exactly
the kind of leader Hebron needs. Reelecting her
means keeping Hebron on the right track.

David Rose
Member of the Hebron
Democratic Town Committee
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Vote for David Sousa
To the Editor:

I have had the privilege and good fortune to
serve with David on the Hebron Planning and
Zoning Board for the past several months. He is
a longtime resident of Hebron, raised his family
here and is keenly aware of what makes Hebron
Hebron.

David brings his 40+ years of experience in ur-
ban planning and community development to his
role as vice chair of Planning and Zoning. His ap-
proach is thoughtful, professional and above all
keeps Hebron’s best interests foremost in his de-
liberations. And he is always willing to share his
expertise with the other board members as his
help certainly shortened my learning curve on this
board.

Please join me in voting for David.

Davis Howell, Alternate
Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission

Early Voting
To the Editor:

Are you working on Election Day? Will you be
out of town? Do you want to avoid crowds or a
crowded parking lot? Or, are you just driving by
the Town Hall and want to try something new?
Early voting will work for you!

Early voting for the Nov. 4th Hebron municipal
election will be held at Hebron Town Hall, 15 Gil-
ead St., in the lower meeting room. Please feel free
to take advantage of this option.

When you come in to vote, you will check in as
you always do. You will receive a ballot and an en-
velope. You can fill out you ballot, place it in the
envelope and deposit it before you leave. You can
do this all on your schedule.

Town Hall will be open daily from Oct. 20th
through Nov. 2nd. Daily early voting hours are 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., including Saturday and Sunday. On
Oct. 28th and 30th, voting hours will be extended.
The early voting location will be open from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on those days.

Please exercise your right to vote!

Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Hebron Democratic Registrar of Voters

Keep Civility in Government
To the Editor:

It’s election season again, and Republicans in
East Hampton have continued their bi-annual
tradition of spamming the online and on paper
forums with misinformation and personal attacks
on anyone who dares to run in the opposition
party, and uses their voice in the process. While
the “leaders” of the party call for keeping the con-
versations civil and on the issues, they know and
relish in the fact that these “conversations” will
turn personal and focus on the minority faith or
other 1st amendment protected views they don’t
agree with. The Republican Town Committee even
endorsed one of these Facebook pages that allows
uncensored hate on their official feed.

What this all just goes to show is the chaos and
pettiness they want to bring back to town govern-
ment after two years of civility by virtually all on
the town boards. Sure, there’s been healthy de-
bates on a number of issues including the budget
and ultimately the town voters made their choice
and that’s how the town has moved forward. But
meanwhile the party that claims to listen to the
voters continues to complain that budgets are too
high, even after one of the Republican-controlled
Board of Finance budgets was approved. To me
that doesn’t sound like listening, but more like
pushing their own agenda on the town, which had
its own rejected townwide budget vote a couple of
years ago.

Join me in keeping civility in the town govern-
ment and vote row A on Nov. 4.

Paul Wisniewski - East Hampton
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FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Gorgeous Waterfront! Large Double Lot! 4 Bedrooms! New Roof, Skylight, 6 Sliders
and New Furnace! Beautiful Solid Wood Floors! Fireplace! Balcony! Full Basement with
Walkout! Large Level Lot! Large Deck Overlooking your Waterfront Oasis! Let Your
Memories Begin! Call for Your Private Showing 860-450-2682
Cathyann 860-450-2682
105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com « 860-228-8512

— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

Big Shout-Out to WPCA
To the Editor:

I recently experienced major problems with
the sewer ejection pump on my property. Anyone
who's ever been through this knows how debili-
tating it can be as well as extremely expensive to
repair. Throughout the ordeal employees at East
Hampton WPCA were absolute godsends. They
returned my call promptly and answered all my
questions and concerns with honesty and integri-
ty. They were informative, diligent and went above
and beyond.

As this ordeal went on for over a week, the guys
at WPCA helped so that my family and I could
stay in our home without further inconvenience
and until the repairs could be complete. They even
came out for an emergency over the weekend. A
tremendous thank you to Paul Ceretta and Antho-
ny DeSimone and the crew that bailed me out of
this tough situation. I am extremely grateful; you
guys rock!

Sincerely,
Lee Baier - East Hampton

Preserve Marlborough Charm
To the Editor:

My name is Justin Bransfield, and I am a can-
didate for an Alternate position on Marlborough’s
Zoning Commission this municipal election on
Nov. 4.

I am proud to be part of a Democratic slate of
candidates spanning many different backgrounds
and across multiple generations, alongside my
partner Liz, who is running for the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

I was born and raised here in Connecticut, just
across the river in Middletown. Liz and I moved
to Durham, N.C,, for five years before returning to
our roots in Connecticut and moving to Marlbor-
ough in 2020.

I am 36 years old, work as a software engineer
with a B.A. in mathematics, and have a strong in-
terest in history and literature. I am motivated to
run for local office to learn more about my com-
munity, to meet more of my fellow residents and
to be of service to our town.

As an Alternate, my primary commitments
will be first and foremost to consistently attend
all meetings, to become knowledgeable about our
Zoning policies and concerns, and to offer my in-
sights when they can be of use.

I believe that we must respect and preserve
Marlborough’s great character and charm, while
also recognizing and meeting the challenges that
currently face us, such as aging demographics and
ever-rising housing costs.

My vision for Marlborough is for it to be a cul-
turally vibrant, commercially thriving, diverse
and affordable town, a goal toward which we have
made great strides in recent years under our cur-
rent leadership. I want to be part of achieving this
vision.

Early voting for this year’s election starts on Oct.
20, and Election Day is Nov. 4. Please make sure to
come out and make your voice heard!

Justin Bransfield - Marlborough

Get Your Sights Set
on Hunting Season!

Camouflage Hunting Accessories & Gear

CAMO GEAR: T-Shirts, Pants, Coveralls, Face
Masks, Scent Shield, Deer Scents & much more!

‘e have everything you need for your outdoor adventure!

Binoculars < Swiss Army Knives « Compasses * Flashlights
Work Boots + Hats + Camping Supplies and so much more!

QUONSET SURPLUS

11/13 Pickering St. « Portland

(860) 342-0612
Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8-12:30

y

RE10-3-25

A Dedicated Voice
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Toni Livernois for
the Hebron Board of Education. Since moving to
Hebron in 2018 with her husband, a U.S. Navy
veteran, Toni has been an active and committed
member of our community. As a New England na-
tive, choosing Hebron as home was meaningful for
her family, and she has embraced every opportu-
nity to give back.

Toni’s professional background in elementary
education, coaching, and healthcare management
provides her with a well-rounded perspective and
strong skills in organization, leadership, and com-
munication. She understands the importance of
collaboration and is deeply committed to support-
ing the success of our students and schools.

Beyond her professional experience, Toni has
shown remarkable dedication through her volun-
teer work. She has taken part in numerous school
and community initiatives, including fundraisers,
grade-level events, clean-up efforts, and gradua-
tion ceremonies. Time and again, she has proven
herself dependable, thoughtful, and willing to step
up wherever she is needed.

The Hebron Board of Education would benefit
greatly from Toni’s energy, integrity, and proven
commitment to our town. She is ready to listen,
lead, and work tirelessly on behalf of students,
families, and educators.

I encourage my fellow residents to support Toni
Livernois for the Hebron Board of Education.

Angela Corentin - Amston

Building the Future
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

Imagine a young family buying their first home.
The roof leaks so badly they put out buckets to
catch the water. But instead of fixing the roof, they
spend their money on a new playground. Most of
us would call that irresponsible.

Thats the situation at Bacon Academy today.
The roof is leaking—a $6 million repair identified
by the Board of Education. Yet instead of address-
ing it, the focus has been on athletic fields. A leak-
ing roof isn’t just an inconvenience—its a health
risk for every student who walks through those
doors.

The good news is, we can do better. The Board of
Education, the Board of Selectmen, and the Board
of Finance all have important roles, and when
those boards work together, big projects get done
the right way. That'’s how we've built schools, re-
paired roads, and improved our town before—and
that’s how we'll succeed again.

My name is Michael Dubreuil, and I am hon-
ored to be a candidate for Colchester’s Board of
Finance. If elected, I will make capital planning a

top priority. We'll pursue grants, carefully sched-
ule projects, and manage budgets responsibly - so
that we protect both our children and our town’s
affordability.

Colchester has always been a community that
invests in its future. By working together, we can
keep our schools safe, strengthen our towns fi-
nances, and make sure Colchester remains a place
we're all proud to call home.

I ask for your support in this election, beginning
with early voting on October 20th and continuing
through Election Day on Nov. 4th.

Sincerely,
Michael Dubreuil - Colchester
Candidate for Board of Finance

Enjoying Colchester
To the Editor:

I was grateful to have several opportunities to
just pause and enjoy myself in Colchester two
weekends ago. InishMor served an exquisite fried
fish and chip dinner, the kind that just brings that
little glow of happiness you feel when you eat good
food. Cragin Memorial Library and Folklore and
Fable both impressed me with their friendly and
supportive staff and selection of books and other
activities; many return trips are needed. The Cel-
ebrate Colchester event was a delightful way to
make new acquaintances — the many businesses,
community organizations, and town departments
were cheerful and welcoming, with a special men-
tion to the booth providing very tasty lemonades.

Thank you to everyone who helped make it a
great weekend.

Carolyn Schulz - Colchester

Transparency, Fiscal Responsibility
To the Editor:

It is more important than ever during the trou-
bling times that we elect to office people that un-
derstand and care about transparency and fiscal
responsibility. Democratic candidates Anthony
Bratz and Susan McFarland bring these important
elements of government to the table in a way other
folks cannot.

From my experience these two are very easy to
talk to about these issues. Anthony has discussed
transparency multiple times both in private and on
the public forum of Facebook. He wants to make
it easier for residents to understand and see what
their town is doing. With more transparency we
residents will gain more autonomy and ability to
voice our concerns and steer the town in a direc-
tion we are all satisfied with. Susan McFarland has
extensive experience with management and fol-
lowing budgets. Electing her to our Board of Se-
lectmen will guarantee that any financial decision

See Letters, page 6

KITCHENS, LLC

860.430.2661
160 Oak Street #210
Glastonbury, CT 06033
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Wacky Wednesday
Special $5° Beanies
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PETTING ZzOO
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e Farm Tractors

Fresh Natural Cider §
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* Letters cont. from page 5
made, from repairing the senior center to clearing
brush, will be done responsibly and save us money.

Transparency and fiscal responsibility go hand
in hand. We cannot have one without the other.
If we are to make sure that our money is being
spent responsibly and with every intention to save
money while properly carrying out the duties of
the Board of Selectmen. If they were to serve on
multiple boards, there would be a conflict of inter-
est that could cause needless spending, less trans-
parency, and more control in the hands of a few.
We've seen what happens when an administration
doesn’t value transparency. When there are con-
flicts of interest and a lack of transparency, things
get much worse and we all suffer for it, as is hap-
pening with the Trump administration. Join me in
supporting these two candidates so that we can re-
store transparency and fiscal responsibility to our
little town.

Finally, I have heard rumors that our town’s cur-
rent board has some issues with regards to trans-
parency and accountability and I will be looking
into and reporting back next week with my find-
ings on the subject.

Rob Barstow - Marlborough

Schools & Education

in East Hampton
To the Editor:

East Hampton values and recognizes the im-
portance of educating our children. The excellence
of East Hampton schools is widely recognized.
This requires continued investment in the people
(teachers and others) and infrastructure of our
schools. Each year our town votes on an education
budget as well as a town budget. Together we de-
termine how the schools will move forward. It is
important for each of us to provide input during
the budget planning process so that we get the cor-
rect budgets for our town.

https://www.niche.com/k12/d/east-hampton-
school-district-ct/

Jack Solomon - East Hampton
Candidate for Town Council

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

gether a starting rotation full of dice-rolls
and reclamation projects. Yes, that approach
worked in 2024, when the Mets caught light-
ning in a bottle with a starting rotation that
seemed to be greater than the sum of its parts.
But that’s the thing about lightning - it rarely
strikes twice.

The bottom line is, they’ve got a lot of work
to do. I'll still be in their corner, regardless;
the fans are true to the orange and blue. As
bleak as things seem right now, I've stood by

Vote Row A
To the Editor:

This November, Portland has an outstanding
team running for the Board of Selectmen and
Board of Education. Jim, John, Andrea, Dave, Kim,
Bethanne, Jody, and Erin. Each of them brings
unique skills, fresh energy, and a proven commit-
ment to fiscal responsibility. Each are involved in
many community activities and are already giving
back to Portland as volunteers.

Jim, John, Andrea, Dave, Kim, Bethanne, Jody,
and Erin are the names to remember, and they’re
all on Row A of the ballot.

We want leaders who will put Portland first, so
vote Row A. Remember, early voting starts Oct. 20.
Watch for details.

Sincerely,
Meg Scata - Portland

Note: Scata is secretary of the Portland Board of

Education, but said she is voting as an individual.

Supports Leon
To the Editor:

It is my pleasure to write in support of my
friend, Joelyn Leon, as she runs for East Hampton
Town Council. I have known Joelyn for years, and
what always impresses me is her integrity, compas-
sion, and willingness to listen.

Joelyn is the person who shows up when you
need her most. She is thoughtful, hardworking,
and never afraid to roll up her sleeves to get things
done. Whether in her professional life advocating
for working families or here in East Hampton as
a neighbor and friend, she has always put people
first.

I trust Joelyn to make fair and balanced deci-
sions for our community. She will listen to resi-
dents, bring people together, and lead with hon-
esty and care. Those are exactly the qualities we
need on the Town Council right now.

I am proud to support Joelyn Leon and encour-
age my neighbors to vote for her on Nov. 4th.

Sincerely,
Tania Sones - East Hampton

my Mets through worse seasons than this.

Back when real estate mogul-turned-Ber-
nie Madoff victim Fred Wilpon owned the
team, he once established a benchmark of
wanting the Mets to play “meaningful games
in September.” There was no doubt they did
that this year. But when you have a $340 mil-
lion payroll, you want meaningful games in
October as well.

% % %

See you next week.

Normandy, France Visit
To the Editor:

My name is Peter Kupczak and I will be travel-
ling to Normandy, France in late October with my
wife Frances.

Our main focus is to visit the beaches, the graves
and the memorials to the fallen soldiers to pay our
utmost respects to these brave men and woman
who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

We do not have any direct or indirect con-
nection to anyone ourselves who was part of the
D-Day invasion or know of any family that may
have a loved one buried there. If you have a fam-
ily member buried there or know of someone that
does, we would like to pay our-your respects to
them.

We thought that this may be the best way to get
the word out to as many people as possible with
the Rivereast News Bulletin. You can leave me a
message at 860-537-1465.

Kind regards,
Peter and Frances Kupczak - Colchester

Supporting Jan Lawrence
To the Editor:

I am proud to support Jan Lawrence for the
Hebron Board of Selectmen. Jan brings a unique
combination of technical expertise, entrepreneur-
ial drive, and a lifelong commitment to our com-
munity. With a professional background as an IT
development supervisor for the Connecticut De-
partment of Developmental Services, along with
years of business experience, Jan has the skills to
tackle today’s challenges with both innovation and
fiscal responsibility.

Jan's vision for Hebron is clear and forward-
looking. He is committed to modernizing our
schools and infrastructure, ensuring that Hebron
remains a town where families want to live and
thrive. He understands the importance of develop-
ing a vibrant town center that will not only bring
us together as neighbors but also attract new busi-
nesses to grow our tax base. Jan also recognizes
the need for expanding affordable housing options
while working to reduce taxes for residents. Most
importantly, he is a strong supporter of public edu-
cation — a value that is close to my heart and the
heart of many families in Hebron.

Beyond his professional qualifications, Jan has
spent years as a youth sports coach in baseball,
basketball, and soccer, demonstrating his dedica-
tion to the next generation and his belief in the
power of teamwork and community spirit.

Hebron deserves leaders who will think strate-
gically, act responsibly, and keep the community at
the center of every decision. Jan Lawrence is that
leader, and I urge my fellow residents to join me in
voting for him for the Hebron Board of Selectmen.

Heather Petit - Amston

Note: Petit is chair of the Hebron Board of Educa-

tion but said she is speaking as an individual.
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Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine
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Portofino’s in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday

11am to 9pm

Weekly Specials*

— For Dine-In Only ——

Military Mondays
15% Off Food. Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with
your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food. Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID

éi *Ask server for more info if needed §

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain R4, Kensington, + 860-826-6374

You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.
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Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,
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Sun. 11am-8pm
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Www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

 Take Out

Order: 860-826- 63145

(No Minimum)
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We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Supports Ockman
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to offer my enthusiastic support
for Adam Ockman as a candidate for the Board
of Finance. As a dedicated family man and active
member of our community, Adam brings the kind
of integrity, work ethic, and practical financial sen-
sibility that would be a great asset to the board.

In both his personal and professional life, Adam
has consistently demonstrated strong character,
sound judgment, and a commitment to responsi-
ble financial decision-making. As someone raising
ayoung son in our town, he has a personal stake in
the long-term health and sustainability of our lo-
cal finances. His perspective as a parent and home-
owner brings a grounded, forward-thinking voice
to the table - one that understands the importance
of balancing present needs with future obligations.

Adam is thoughtful, level-headed, and collabor-
ative. He listens carefully, asks insightful questions,
and is not afraid to advocate for fiscally responsible
solutions. His approach to problem-solving is da-
ta-informed, practical, and always guided by what
is best for our entire community.

I am confident that Adam Ockman will bring a
fresh perspective, a strong moral compass, and a
sincere dedication to public service to the Board of
Finance. I wholeheartedly support his candidacy
and urge you to give him your full consideration.

Sincerely,
Mary J. Rose - Hebron

Experienced, Committed Leader
To the Editor:

I am proud to enthusiastically endorse my fa-
ther, Joe Spada, for the Portland Board of Select-
men.

While he is the best dad I could ask for, I'm
endorsing him today as a dedicated community
member prepared to serve our town. The values
he taught me - integrity, hard work, and the im-
portance of respectful, constructive dialogue — are
exactly what we need on the Board.

For years, Joe has been quietly dedicated to
making Portland better, volunteering countless
hours on various town committees. This extensive
experience has given him a deep, practical under-
standing of our towns needs and challenges. He
doesn’t just have good ideas; he has the experience
and insight to put them into action.

Joe Spada is ready to bring a fresh perspective
and a hands-on commitment to the Board of Se-
lectmen. He is uniquely positioned to help move
our community forward, always prioritizing the
well-being of our residents and families.

Please join me in supporting an experienced
and committed community leader. Vote Joe Spada
this November.

Tyler Spada - Portland

It’s Like Clockwork
To the Editor:

Marcie Miner is running for Andover BOE. It’s
like clockwork: every May, she writes an inflam-
matory and misleading letter about our school
budget. Let’s look back.

May 2021: She claimed the per-pupil costs were
mysterious, despite the budget being presented
publicly in meetings and videos. (http://link.sauy-
et.com/mm21)

May 2022: She said the board was “hoarding
cash” and “placing our children in the middle’, as
if education budgets aren’t supposed to be about
children. (http://link.sauyet.com/mm22)

May 2023: She accused the board of “picking
your pocket”, even though Andover’s expenditures
are below the state average. (http://link.sauyet.
com/mm?23)

May 2024: She called the budget “inflated,” ig-
noring that costs (utilities, salaries, insurance) and
enrollment were rising. (http://link.sauyet.com/
mm?24)

May 2025: She claimed that town officials knew
better how to manage school capital expenses,
even though no one there has such experience.
(http://link.sauyet.com/mm?25)

It makes one wonder when Marcie Miner last
approved of a school budget. When her kids were
there?

Her comments sound strikingly similar to the
scurrilous, anonymous flyer about school finances
from last spring — the one the Rivereast apologized
for distributing, due to falsehoods and it being
anonymous. At the time, I suspected she was in-
volved. Rereading her letters, you’ll find the paral-
lels impossible to ignore. If you are interested in
corrections to the flyer’s lies, and to Ms. Miner’s
points, you can find them on https://flyer.ando-
verct.info.

OK, people are allowed to vent, even when
they’re wrong. But now she’s running for the
Board of Education. That puts a very different spin
on things. Does she know that under Connecti-
cut’s Minimum Budget Requirement, towns can’t
recklessly cut school funding? Or that Andover’s
per-pupil spending is lower than nine of the ten
districts closest in size to Andover?

Though elected by the town, BOE members are
also legal agents of the state, responsible for the
appropriate education of our children. We do not
need a Board member whose primary focus would
be on slashing budgets, even to the detriment of
the children. There are four candidates running
for the BOE. The other three are well qualified. If
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you want to vote for a Republican, by all means,
choose the cross-endorsed Sharon St. Rock on the
Republican line. That will be my own first Repub-
lican vote in the Trump era.

Let’s not add obstacles to the already difficult
task of responsible budgeting. We need Board
members who support our schools, not under-
mine them.

(References:
10-03/.)

http://letters.sauyet.com//#/2025-

Sincerely,

Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-

cratic Town Committee and a member of the

RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing
as an individual.

Heart, Experience, Dedication
Hello Colchester Neighbors:

As election season nears here in Colchester,
I'm reminded of the incredible opportunity we all
share to make our voices heard through the free-
dom of voting. This year, the Democratic ticket is
proud to present a strong slate of dedicated com-
munity members who are ready to continue mov-
ing our town forward.

At the top of the ticket, our first selectman, Ber-
nie Dennler, is seeking reelection. Bernie has pro-
vided Colchester with steady, forward-thinking
leadership over the past two years, and his con-
tinued service will ensure stability and progress.
Alongside him, Rosemary Coyle and Denise Turn-
er bring years of trusted experience on the Board
of Selectmen and remain committed to serving the
best interests of our community.

I am honored to be running for town treasurer,
stepping in to continue the important work as
Sean Gillespie transitions to his well-deserved can-
didacy for the Board of Finance.

Rounding out our excellent slate, we have Krista
Kardys and Jillian Vinci (incumbent) running for
the Board of Finance, bringing fresh perspectives
and financial expertise to guide our town’s fiscal
future. For the Board of Education, we have retired
teachers Gussie Gilbertie and Nancy Nelson who
are committed to ensuring our schools continue
to provide exceptional educational opportunities
for all Colchester students. Additionally, Andrew
Cournoyer and Eric Jackson are running for the
Board of Assessment Appeals, where their dedi-
cation to fairness and transparency will serve our
community well.

Together, this team represents heart, experi-
ence, and dedication to Colchester’s future.

We invite you to come out and vote! Early vot-
ing will take place at Town Hall from Oct. 20th
through Nov. 2nd with Election Day happening on
Nov. 4th. Let’s keep Colchester moving forward.

Dave Koji - Colchester
Candidate for Town Treasurer

Harsh, Unfair Criticism
To the Editor:

Last month, I wrote in to this column expressing a
vision of town government that was centered on ci-
vility, decency, respect and a desire to reach common
ground as our community moves ahead together.

It probably comes as no surprise, then, that I
was saddened by a letter from Ted Hintz Jr. in last
week’s forum which harshly and unfairly criticized
the Town Council’s efforts to continue its search
for the best home for our fire department. Worse,
he chose to tarnish the work of two fellow council
members by twisting their observations and inten-
tions in making this new home a reality. All this
before a Task Force has even been named.

As you may recall, Ted is the newest member
of the council, having been appointed at the be-
ginning of the year to fill the vacancy left by Deb
Cunningham. Ted has some big shoes to fill; Deb
was a leader of her party who brought cooperation
and common sense to her service to the town, the
council and her politics, in that order. I know I can
speak for everyone on the council when I say that
we miss her very much.

I bring this up because Deb joined me and four
other dedicated residents to constitute the East
Hampton Ambulance Task Force, perhaps one of
the most important and successful work groups
in recent memory. When it was formed by Chair-
man Markham, Dean insisted that it would only
be successful if it represented several political par-
ties, so we ended up with two Republicans, two
Democrats and two Unaffiliated members. Our
10-month work evaluated all options with no pre-
conceived notions, and ultimately, preserved the
outstanding emergency services we have with the
East Hampton Ambulance Association.

You've heard it said, “Actions speak louder than
words” The success of the Ambulance Task Force
is proof positive that Chairman Markham and
Town Council have the judgment and experience
to form a balanced and knowledgeable Fire House
Task Force, which will include some of the best ap-
pointed and professional fire personnel this town
has to offer.

It is too bad that Ted was not on the council at
the start of the Ambulance Task Force, because
he would have clearly seen its wisdom, vision and
hard work, and perhaps his recent criticisms might
have been more measured, honest and uplifting.

Rich Knotek
East Hampton Town Council
Member and Candidate

Hintz a Strong Leader
To the Editor:

I am writing to support the candidacy of Ted
Hintz Jr., Republican for Councilman on the East
Hampton Town Council. I have the pleasure of
knowing Ted for the past four and a half years now,
and I can confidently say that he possesses the nec-
essary qualities and skills to be a leader.

Ted has already proven himself to be a strong
leader with very strong community ties and his
commitment to the Town of East Hampton.

Ted believes in total transparency and fiscal re-
sponsibility and accountability and he is also com-
mitted to working hard for the residents of East
Hampton to make our town an affordable place to
live.

I strongly urge you to vote for Ted in November.
I am confident that he will make a positive impact
and work towards the betterment of our commu-
nity. Please join me in supporting Ted Hintz Jr. by
electing him as Councilman, East Hampton.

Sincerely,
Michael Pepin - Middle Haddam

Andrea Alfano for BOS
Dear Portland Neighbors:

I am proud to support Andrea Alfano for Port-
land’s Board of Selectmen, along with the full
Democratic team — Andrea Alfano, John Dillon,
Dave Kuzminski, and Jim Tripp.

I've gotten to know Andrea over the past five
years, and it’s easy to see why she’s the right choice
for this role. She listens carefully, weighs decisions
thoughtfully, and works hard to understand every
side before taking a position. Andrea is fair, steady,
and serious about the responsibility of public ser-
vice. I know she will do her homework, ask the
right questions, and always put the needs of our
community first.

Andrea brings a lifetime of public service and
leadership experience to the table. She spent more
than 30 years serving the people of Connecticut
through the Department of Social Services and
UConn’s School of Social Work. Here in Portland,
she served nearly a decade on the Board of Educa-
tion, and has continued to take on leadership roles
in our community.

Andrea’s deep roots in Portland, combined with
her professional background and volunteer experi-
ence, make her uniquely qualified to help lead us
forward. She is exactly the kind of thoughtful, ded-
icated voice we need on the Board of Selectmen.

I encourage my neighbors to learn more about
Andrea Alfano - and the entire Democratic slate
- at PortlandCTDTC.com/municipal-candidates
and to join me in supporting this exceptional team
this November.

Laurel Steinhauser - Portland
Note: Steinhauser is chair of the Portland Board
of Education but said she is writing as an individual.
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Maruschock for Portland BOE
To the Editor:

Looking at the ballot for the Nov. 4th municipal
election, the candidate that stands out above the
rest is Kim Maruschock for BOE. Kim is the only
educator presently on the BOE with over 20 years’
experience as a special education teacher in Crom-
well. In addition to Kim’s master’s in education she
has earned a certificate in administration and cur-
rently oversees the coordination of students and
staff for the preschool department in Cromwell
public schools.

Kim’s number one priority throughout her
career has been providing a safe learning envi-
ronment for each student to receive a quality
education through supporting teachers, staff and
communicating services for families.

As a member of the BOE, Kim addresses each
issue from a position of knowledge and experience
that no other candidate brings to Portland’s BOE.

Learn more about Kim Maruschock by visiting
the Portland Democratic Committee Facebook
page or website for a bio or stop by the DTC tent at
the fair between 7 p.m.-9 p.m. this Saturday.

Please join me to reelect Kim Maruschock to the
Portland Board of Education.

Rose Aletta - Portland

Ready to Serve
To the Editor:

I am seeking election to serve the next two years
on East Hampton Town Council. Since I am cur-
rently vice chairman on the Board of Finance and
member of the capitol committee. I'll be ready to
step up to the challenge of the council and use my
broad town volunteer experience to serve the peo-
ple of East Hampton. In addition to the Board of
Finance, I have served on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency
and as registrar of voters.

All of these experiences have given me a good
foundation to be an effective part of the town
council team. There are issues beyond the town
hall that need addressing: roads, lake quality, the
firehouse project, affordable education and the se-
nior center to name just a few. I'd like to be your
representative to help address these issues.

My guidepost for council discussions and deci-
sions will be the same as always: to keep the inter-
ests of the taxpayer in mind while holding spend-
ing in check and identifying waste in an open and
honest fashion. My reason for running for the
Town Council is to represent you, the citizens of
East Hampton. Your priorities are my priorities.

If elected, I will not squander the opportunity.

I would appreciate your vote on Nov. 4. Vote
Row B.

God Bless,

Alannah Danaher Coshow - East Hampton
Vice Chairman, Board of Finance
Candidate, Town Council
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Campaign Season Underway!
To the Editor:

Yard signs popping up overnight can only mean
one thing - campaign season is in full swing.
The Colchester Democrats have been out knock-
ing doors and are excited to hear what is on vot-
ers’ minds. If Bernie Dennler and the candidates
haven’t made it to your house yet and you have
something to share, theyd love to see you at a
Community Conversation at Ozn Bones BBQ on
Thursday evening, Oct. 9th, from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. All
are welcome to ask questions and talk about how
we can keep Colchester moving forward together.

Speaking of yard signs, if youd like Bernie or
slate signs for your yard, contact us and wed be
happy to deliver them. We are also actively seeking
volunteers for a variety of voter contact initiatives.
There’s something for everyone, including several
postcard writing parties planned. Postcards can
also be written from home. Please see www.col-
chesterdemocrats.org for more information.

Our email address is colchesterdems@gmail.
com and we can be reached at 860-465-7909. We
look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden, Chair
Colchester Democratic Town Committee

Democrats’ Favorite Slur
To the Editor,

A local writer recently apologized for calling
Republicans “fascists” — well, sort of! He didn’t
mean to imply that all Republicans are fascists, just
the ones like me who embrace the notion of restor-
ing America to what she was meant to be. I would
bet dollars to donuts this writer doesn't know what
fascism is other than it being an insult or epithet to
use against Republicans.

‘Fascism’ has been the favorite slur employed by
Democrats to dehumanize Republicans and was
used routinely by President Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Harris. Our elected Connecticut political
leaders like Senator Murphy and Representative
Larson continue to use this inflammatory rheto-
ric against Trump even following the brutal assas-
sination of Charlie Kirk. Democrats are actively
ramping up their calls for violence by encouraging
resistance and force to be used against American
ICE agents!

As terrible as KirKs brutal murder was, seeing
Democrats mock his death and celebrate it with
ghoulish glee was horrific. An alarming propor-
tion of the outrageous social media videos and
postings were made by teachers. I hope this is not a
prevalent attitude among educators in general and
certainly not our local districts!

Just recently, the Chicago Teachers Union pub-
licly announced their honoring of Assata Shakur,
the Black Liberation Army member convicted of
the 1973 murder of a New Jersey State Police of-

See Letters, page 28
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Should Exotic Animal Exhibitions be Banned?

By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Board of Selectmen covered a
wide range of issues at its Sept. 25 meeting —
with some of the most spirited debate centering
on whether the town should ban exotic animal
exhibitions at local events, such as the Hebron
Harvest Fair.

The discussion of an ordinance prohibiting
wild and exotic animal exhibitions was prompt-
ed in part by criticism of the Hebron Lions’
decision to feature a sea lion show at this year’s
fair. During public comment, Michael Beaulieu,
who is the current president of Hebron Lions
and superintendent of fair entertainment, spoke
on these concerns.

“Last Friday [Sept. 18], there was a piece in
the Rivereast that made allegations that we were
exploiting animals at the fair;” Beaulieu said in
reference to the concerns selectman Tiffany
Thiele, a Democrat, raised at the Sept. 11 Board
of Selectmen’s meeting. “Many of us at the Lions
took it pretty personal”

Beaulieu explained that he had discussed
with the owner of the Sea Lions Splash show on
how they obtain the sea lions, learning that the
sea lions are injured or susceptible to injury and
are rehabilitated at a young age.

“Because they’re pack animals, they’re not re-

ally eligible to go back to the pack,” he shared.

Beaulieu added, “I just want to say if there
were concerns about our fair entertainment, we
would have been more than happy to discuss
them rather than read about them”

Beaulieu encouraged collaboration between
the Lions Club and the board, calling to “keep
the dialogue open”

Later in the meeting, Thiele said she respect-
ed the Lions but felt strongly about the need to
reconsider such entertainment acts.

“When I was talking about exploitation [at the
Sept. 11 meeting], I was talking about shows in
general like the ones with the sea lions I find to
be exploiting those animals,” Thiele said. “Un-
fortunately, my opinion won’t change on that”

Thiele added that the Hebron Harvest Fair is
strong enough it doesn’t need exhibitions like
the sea lions one.

“I think that the fair is amazing,” she said,
“and I think it’s so amazing ... that you don’t re-
ally need wild animal shows to add to the fair.
That’s just my personal opinion.”

Although she had spoken out on the topic at
the previous selectmen’s meeting, Thiele was
not the only one to take issue with the show at
the fair. There was a recent Rivereast letter to

Absentee Ballots Available

Absentee ballots for the municipal election
are available at the town clerk’s office located at
15 Gilead St., beginning today, Oct. 3.

To request an absentee ballot, complete and
submit an application online, or by mail or in
person to the Town Clerk, Town Office Building,
15 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. The ballot drop
box located at the front door of the Town Office
Building can be used for depositing applications
and ballots 24 hours a day 7 days per week.

Regular town office hours: Monday through

Wednesday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m. - 6
p.m.; Friday, 8 am. - 1 p.m. For information,
call 860-228-5971 x 125.

Early Voting Days: Early voting will take
place Oct. 20-Nov. 2, including weekends, from
10 a.m.-6 p.m. There will be extended hours on
Oct. 28 and 30, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

In-person voting for the election will be held
at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church St.,
Hebron, CT between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 4.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30
Church St.

Sunday Worship: Sunday services are at 8
a.m. (Rite 1 without music); and at 10 a.m. (Rite
2 with hymns). A coffee hour is held following
each service. Sunday School is offered at the 10
a.m. service.

Book Club: Meets Mondays through Novem-
ber from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. This fall, the group
is reading The Dream of God by Verna J. Dozier.
Bring your lunch and enjoy fellowship and food.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Sanctuary Concert Series: VOCE, a New
England chamber choir, launches its 20th sea-
son Saturday, Oct. 11, at 7:30 p.m., celebrating
connections, renewal and hope through song,
Tickets ($30) available online at Voceinc.org or
at the door.

Founders Potluck Dinner: Celebrating al-
most 300 years of parish life and community, a
potluck dinner will be held Friday, Oct. 17, at

5:30 p.m. Come as a parishioner from the co-
lonial period to modern day. Newcomers wel-
come. Contact parish office at 860-228-3244 for
more information.

Outreach: This month, food donations will
go to Andover food pantry. A collection basket
is in the church and outside the parish hall. A
portion of the proceeds from the Pumpkin Fest
will be given to the Hebron Synagogue to help
with their roof reconstruction. St. Peter’s sup-
ports Hebrons team HEBRONROCKSALZ,
which will be walking in support of Alzheimer’s
and dementia research on Oct. 19.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11:00 a.m., $5; Connections: Mon-
days at 2 p.m.; Garden Committee (Weekly
Weeders): Mondays at 4 p.m.; Choir: Wednes-
days at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: Building
and Grounds, Community Events planning, Fi-
nance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.

Outreach: Food Donations are collected
for various local food pantries. Donations may
be placed in the brown donation box outside
Phelps Hall. For more information about ser-
vices and other events at St. Peter’s, visit stpe-
tershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s Hebron
on Facebook.
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the editor criticizing the exhibit, and Thiele said
residents had reached out to her as well.

However, Thiele at last week’s said she would
understand if the selectmen did not move for-
ward with the ordinance that night, given Beau-
lieu’s prior comments.

Indeed, other board members did express op-
position to moving forward. Vice Chair Daniel
Larson, a Republican, said he felt that imple-
menting such an ordinance would “eliminate
a crucial learning environment for people who
want to learn about different wildlife”

He continued, “T just don’t want to overstep as
a Board of Selectperson trying to micromanage
other agencies, and that’s my big fear. As it is, we
have so much government ... trying to infuse
their thoughts or actions on our everyday lives...
I just don’t support these kinds of ordinances”

Selectman Sean Fitzgerald, also a Republican,
took a more middle-ground approach.

“I don’t know if the force of law is required
yet,” he said. “I don’t know that we should draft
an ordinance yet”

Fitzgerald supported conversations going
forward, and said, “I want the animals to be
happy, healthy, safe and rehabilitated. I don’t
want them miserable and pawed by children in
the name of education.”

Board Chair Keith Petit, a Republican, sided
against immediate action.

“I do believe that smaller government is bet-
ter government, and I do believe that there is a
place in life for ... being able to talk to each oth-
er; he said. “In this particular case, again, were
not at the point where we need additional ordi-
nances and additional restrictions. I think that
if people really, honestly had a problem with it,
they would speak with their pocketbooks.”

The board members emphasized how “amaz-
ing” and “reasonable” they found the members
of the Lions Club in Hebron, and said that
opening a dialogue should be the next step.

Other Business

Also at last week’s meeting, the board ap-
proved two ballot questions for the Nov. 4 refer-
endum on charter revisions, including whether
the town clerk should become an appointed
rather than elected position.

Petit urged residents, “Please make sure that
you're looking on the front and the back of the
ballot and paying special attention because
these questions are very important.”

Members also approved a $5,000 Historic
Documents Preservation Grant application, as
well as an $8,502.95 grant from the Secretary of
the State’s office to cover early voting costs.

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Child-
hood Center (daycare) is located at 330
Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Mat-
thew Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are
welcome. Those unable to attend in person
can join online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.,
following service and fellowship time. All are
welcome.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. For more in-
formation, call director Jennifer Johnson at
860-228-5134. Application forms are at www.
clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Saturday, Oct. 25, at 9 a.m., is the next open
food pantry day to distribute food staples,
household and hygiene items as well as Bibles
and prayers. All are welcome. For more in-
formation about donating or participating in
food pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Church of The Holy Family News

The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church
St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for more information. The church office can be
reached at 860-228-3727. Church of The Holy
Family is a member of the Catholic Community
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael
Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is
available for the sacrament on Thursdays at 7
a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (church phone ext. 110). Refer to the par-
ish website for other available times at St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New
members (voices and musical instruments) are
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier,
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal
on the second Sunday of each month for the
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK)
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Oct.
12. However, cereal is most welcome any time.
Place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance)
closest to the Parish House or the freezer in
the St. Columba church hall by the 4th Tues-
day of the month. Meatloaves are delivered the
next day. The next due date has been extended
to Oct. 28. Contact Diane (860-508-9959) for
more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens
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in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of
the month from September through June for an
evening of games, food and discussion. See the
parish website for more info.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee
is collecting the following items for the shelter:
household cleaning products (great need), paper
towels, TP & 13- and 55-gallon trash bags; men’s
crewneck T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L,XL,2XL);
women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); mens & women’s
crew & no-show socks; women’s personal hy-
giene products; and laundry pods or liquid de-
tergent. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the Cry Room. Call Monica
McKerracher (860-228-4211) for more infor-
mation.

“Socktober” Campaign: During October,
bins are available for the annual collection of
new winter socks for needy children and adults.
The socks will be distributed to charitable agen-
cies and shelters that the Catholic Community
of the Good Shepherd supports.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults:
OCIA meetings started Sept. 28 in the Parish
House. The sessions are open to adults who wish
to join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults
who have not yet completed the Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn
more about their faith. Contact the parish office
(ext. 105) or email ocia@goodshepherdct.org
for more information and to register.

Blessing of the Animals
This Sunday

The annual blessing of the animals will
take place at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30
Church St., on Sunday, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m.

You are welcome to bring any animal
large or small for the blessing. The church
even has a few hitching posts from 200 years
ago if you want to bring your horse.

In addition to the blessing, St. Peter’s will
also inter ashes of beloved pets who have
died, in the Memorial Pet Cemetery behind
the church.

All pet-owners are invited with their ani-
mals for this brief outdoor service of bless-
ing and remembrance.
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Dogs Have Their Day in Hebron

By Toriana Williams

Fido finally has a place to run and play in the
sun as Hebron’s first dedicated dog park offi-
cially opened at Raymond Brook Preserve this
past Saturday, marking the end of a three-year
project supported by federal COVID-19 relief
funds.

Residents, local officials and their pets gath-
ered for the ribbon-cutting, which drew strong
turnout and a sense of excitement for a new
kind of recreational space in town.

Craig Bryant, Hebron’s Parks and Recreation
director, explained that the project was made
possible through the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA), a federal law that authorized a $350
billion State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund
to aid communities in recovering from the im-
pacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It’s been a project that’s been in the works for
about three years, and we've looked at maybe 10
different locations. [We] finally decided on one
back last fall and were able to build a decent dog
park,” Bryant said.

Construction began in early September, only
taking two to three weeks to reach completion.

The finished park features two separate ar-
eas: one for smaller dogs, about a quarter of an
acre, and a larger space for big dogs measuring
roughly 0.85 acres.

“It’s a pretty decent size,” Bryant shared. “We're
really happy with the way that it came out”

Amenities include fencing, waste stations, an
expanded parking lot and new guardrails.

The total cost came to just under $60,000, all
funded by ARPA.

Last weekend’s grand opening drew around
a dozen dogs and their owners. The dogs were
able to “run around and meet some new dog
buddies, enjoy the space and socialize,” said
Bryant. “It was a nice event.”

Local officials were also in attendance. Board
of Selectmen Chair Keith Petit was present
alongside selectwoman Tiffany Thiele, former
BOS chair Peter Kasper, and Parks and Recre-

ation Commission Chair Ken Jardin. Petit said
the gathering reflected a strong show of support
for a town of Hebron's size.

For Petit, the park’s purpose goes far beyond
convenience. He compared the need for canine
socialization to the human experience during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“A lot of us kind of felt that pent-up feeling
when we were in lockdown. ... Humans don’t
like being stuck in the house very much, but we
don't think about our animals,” Petit remarked.
“Our animals are stuck in the house sometimes
all the time, their whole lives. And for them to
be able to get out and socialize in a way like this,
it’s the same as us coming out of COVID and
finally being able to go out and socialize with
friends and family”

Socialization is one of the most important as-
pects of a pet’s life, as it can foster confidence and
well-adjusted behavior, preventing fear, anxiety
and potential aggression since they’re exposed to
new people, animals and environments.

Bryant also emphasized the broader commu-
nity benefits, noting that Hebron’s parks have
historically focused on youth and organized
sports.

“We've made a pretty conscientious decision
to try and get other amenities that focus on ac-
tive adults, social interaction and other factions
where you can enjoy our parks without having
to be a child or involved in an organized sport,”
he said.

For Bryant, the park serves both pets and
their owners. “Just as important as a dog park is
for dogs to socialize, it’s just as important for its
owners to focus on their wellness, social inter-
action and exercise.”

Beyond policy, the opening was also about
personal moments. Petit brought along his
four-year-old rescue dog, Cannoli, a Jindo from
Korea.

“To him, it was absolutely fantastic,” Petit
shared. “He was living his best life”

The project’s completion also carried a sense

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: The church has returned to fall
hours, with worship at 10 a.m., followed by
coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can also be
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings:
Saturday, 10/3 - no yoga today; Saturday, 10/4
- Youth Group to Covenant Soup Kitchen at 11
a.m.; Saturday, 10/4 - Memorial Service at 11
a.m.; Sunday, 10/5 Worship Service with Com-
munion at 10 a.m. (in-person in the sanctuary,
as well as online and livestreamed); Sunday,
10/5 - Coffee Hour at 11 a.m., Fellowship Hall;
Sunday, 10/5 - Paul’'s Pumpkins Celebration at
11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Sunday, 10/5 - An-
nual CROP Walk for Hunger at 2 p.m. at Ando-
ver Congregational Church Monday, 10/6 - Bi-
ble study at 9:30 a.m., online via Zoom; Tuesday,
10/7 - AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday,
10/8 - Yoga at 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall.

Parks and Rec
News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions — includ-
ing costs - and to register, please visit hebronct.
recdesk.com/community or call 860-530-1281.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for
the grades K-12 Recreational and Travel basket-
ball programs.

Hebron Creative
Collective

The Hebron Creative Collective, a group of
resident artists who work in a variety of media,
is looking for new members.

The mission is to inspire, support and share
creative skills with fellow artists, to engage the
public through demonstrations, teaching and
exhibiting art, and to beautify the town. The ul-
timate goal is for Hebron to have an arts center.
Until that day, Collective members are working
on projects to bring art to the community and
develop a lively and engaging art scene in town.

The Hebron Creative Collective meets the
first Monday of the month at 6 pm at the Senior
Center.

CROP Walk for Hunger: Sponsored by the
Congregational Churches of Andover, Colum-
bia and Gilead, the walk will start and end at
First Congregational Church of Andover (359
Route. 6). Sign-in at 1:30 p.m., and the walk be-
gins at 2 p.m. Snacks and water provided. Pro-
ceeds support Church World Service and local
food banks.

Card Game Nights: On hiatus for the busy
fall season. They’ll return after the start of 2026.

Card-Making with Gayle: Create unique, sea-
sonal greeting cards for $15 with part of the pro-
ceeds benefiting the Connecticut Food Bank. The
next class, a special fundraiser for the ‘Hebron
Rocks Alz” Walk to End Alzheimer’s team, has
been rescheduled to Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 5:30 p.m.

October Save the Dates: Sunday, Oct. 19:
Fire Prevention & Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) Presentation during wor-
ship at 10 a.m., and Hygiene Kit Assembly for
Church World Service at 11:30 a.m.; Sunday,
Oct. 26, Gilead’s Board of Missions Chili Coo-
koff at 11:30 a.m. Help fundraise for the 2026
mission trip for youth and adults,; destination
for the trip to be determined.

Faith and Film Potluck Series: Friday, Nov.
7, at 6 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. All are wel-
come; just bring a snack or dish to share!

Giggles at Gilead: Friday, Nov. 21. This fun-
draising comedy show benefits local causes
through Funny 4 Funds. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
and the show kicks off at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25
each; bring your own snacks, enjoy popcorn, and
try your luck with raffle baskets. This is a PG13
event with humor suitable for general audiences.

Peter Kasper, left, Kelth Petit, center, and Tlﬂany Thlele cut the 1bb0n on the

brand-new dog park opened in Hebron on Saturday. Photo contributed by Hebron

Parks and Recreation.

of continuity. While Petit oversaw the final stag-
es, he credited Kasper with pushing the effort
forward.

“I just kind of took it across the finish line,
but Peter Kasper was instrumental in getting it
started and really getting it going on its way,
said Petit.

Town leaders said they hope the dog park will
encourage responsible use of local open space.
Bryant noted that Raymond Brook Preserve had
become an informal off-leash area, sometimes
leading to conflicts. With a designated facility
now in place, officials expect fewer issues and

more positive experiences for both dogs and
their owners.

Both Bryant and Petit stressed optimism
about the park’s role in community life.

“I hope people come out and use it because
it’s a fantastic asset in the town,” Petit shared.

As Hebron continues to grow, leaders are also
preparing for other priorities, including a re-
build of the public works department and new
affordable housing projects. But for now, resi-
dents have a new place to gather, exercise and
connect — whether on two legs or four.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
The study will continue in the Book of Psalms
every first and third Thursday of the month
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the church.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship!
‘Pumpkin-Carving’: Friday, Oct. 3. All middle
school and high school youth are invited for
food, a lesson, and pumpkin-carving. Kids are

PIANO
TUNER

CIT10-22-20

A~ Tuning,
5’ Repairs &
' 4] | Cleaning
Contact
TED WILLIAMS

Cenrtified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 2280309 | + $50 OF

www.ConnecticutPiano Tuning.com f

Discovery Zone I.enmmg center

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

Marlborough
860-295-8003

152 Hebron Rd.

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

RE6-18-21

welcome to come either at 6:30 p.m. for dinner
and the whole event, or arrive at 8 p.m. for des-
sert and activity. Pick-up is at 9:30 p.m.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office; there are several new ministers
trained and wanting to help.

Kingdom Men: Men’s Breakfast: Saturday,
Oct. 18, 8-10 a.m., at the church. All men are
invited to come have a hearty meal. Feel free to
invite others.

Fall Chili Fest Luncheon- Sunday, Oct. 5,
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Come after the service for
charcuterie boards and a variety of chillis. All
are welcome; no need to bring anything.

LLIED DRAIN CLEANING & CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Sewer & Drain Cleaning * Video Inspections
Locating * Jetting * Septic * Grease Traps
Flood Cleanup » Saw Cutting * Excavation

Sump Pumps * Water Proofing * Yard Drainage
860-798-8200

www. allieddraincleaning.com

FULLY LICENSED = INSURED
Subsurface # 005523

ON FIRST SERVICE OR NEXT SERVICE
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 1
with any other offers or promotions. Expires 10/31/25 !

IT’S TIME TO SCORE YOUR
NEXT REAL ESTATE GOAL!
LEA PORESKY

(860) 368-9437
LEAPORESKY@GMAIL.COM
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The Harvest Moon Festival will return Oct. 18 - and will feature, among other things,

the Pumpkin Tower, featuring submissions from the Pumpkin-Carving Contest.
Harvest Moon Festival Returns Oct. 18!

On Saturday, Oct. 18, from 1:30-7 p.m.,
Hebron Center will be bursting with ghosts,
ghouls, goblins and all things Halloweeny - as
The Town Center Project again presents the
Harvest Moon Festival.

Hop on the Ghoul Bus free shuttle to make
your way around town. The Ghoul Bus will run
from 1-7 p.m. from the RHAM High School
parking lot on Wall Street to stops along Main
Street.

The Parade of Pooches kicks off on Main
Street at 2 p.m. (lineup 1:45 p.m. Church of
Hope). The costumed dog parade will start at
the intersection of routes 66/85, marching to
the routes 66/316 intersection and back again.

The Fall Into Art Show will take place at
AHM Youth and Family Services, 25 Pendleton
Drive, from 1:30-6:30 p.m.

Pumpkin-Carving Contest: Bring your
carved jack-o-lantern early to be displayed on
the Pumpkin Tower. Prizes range from $150 for
first place to various gift cards for second and
third. Adult, Teen and Child categories. Drop
your pumpkins off by the American Legion by
5:30 p.m. on the 18th to be eligible for judging.

Activities and Entertainment include:
RHAM Drama presenting spooky scenes; cu-
rated music, vendors and food trucks; illu-
sionist Chris Lengyel; the Slingshot Monster

Smash; The Eeyore & Donkey Museum Bounce
House,;obstacle course and other activities at
the Fire Field on Pendleton Drive; Scarecrows
Along Main (vote for your favorite!); and tarot
card readings free in the Old Town Hall. Also,
psychic medium Patricia Griffin will be at the
Douglas Library community room from 5:30-
7:30 p.m.

There will be trick-or-treating along the
north side of Main Street from 5-6 p.m., from
Select Physical Therapy/Wall Street to the Vil-
lage Shoppes (Ted’s Plaza).

Road Closure: Main Street (Route 66) in
Hebron, from the routes 85/66 intersection to
Route 316/Wall Street, will be closed Saturday,
Oct. 18, from 1-7 p.m. Detours are available by
utilizing Kinney Road to Millstream Road on
the south side and Loveland Road to Route 316
(Wall Street) to Burnt Hill Road on the north
side.

Rain date is Sunday, Oct. 19.

The Town Center Project is an all-volunteer
driven non-profit organization devoted to “re-
inventing the heart of Hebron”. To donate, vol-
unteer or learn more about TTCP’s events, visit
www.thetowncenterproject.org and follow on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/towncenter-
projectinc.

Upcoming at the Library

The following events are taking place at
Douglas Library. For more information, call
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Poetry Group: Tuesdays at
6:30 p.m. Bring one of your own poems to share
for discussion and critique. Open to all ages.

Art History Film Series: Every Tuesday in
October, 6 p.m. Celebrate National Arts and
Humanities month by learning about art and
artists with these films.

Access Health CT: Every Thursday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Have questions about insurance? Turning
26 and will soon be uninsured? All are invited
to come learn about enrolling in Access Health
CT insurance.

Friday Film: Oct. 10, 1 p.m. Superman (rated
PG-13) will be shown. Free water and freshly
made popcorn will be served.

Quiet Reading Club: Saturday, Oct. 11 2:45-
4 p.m. Settle in with a good book for an hour of
quiet reading time after the library closes.

Chess Nights: Pickup games every Thursday
starting at 3:30 p.m. in the Community Room.

All skill levels welcome.

Museum Passes: Most of the museum passes
are print-from-home from the library website.
See the complete list under the ‘Services’ tab.

Knit Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. Bring your
project or your questions for this group of knit-
ters and crocheters.

Teens: Escape Room: Oct. 8, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Can you escape the Pyramids of Giza? Teens are
invited to this second installment of the library’s
Lost Books of Alexandria puzzle room. Regis-
tration is required.

Children: Storytime is Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15
months to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to
ages 3-5 years old as they learn letters, numbers
and colors. Siblings are always welcome at either
session.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories,
songs, and crafts.

Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5 p.m. Come
build some Lego creations.
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Walking for a Cause... Tonya Maurer of Amston is shown at St. Peter’s Church on

Church Street in Hebron. This may not be the most exotic of locations, but Maurer
said it is a location that fuels passion in the community. She is pictured outside of
the fellowship hall after a recent Purple Sunday event to raise awareness about what
people can do to keep our brains healthy, information about early Alzheimer’s de-
tection, treatment options, caregiver support, clinician education, and more. The
#HebronRocksAlz team will be walking on Oct. 19.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its
annual Harvest Festival on Saturday, Oct. 4,
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., and Sunday, Oct. 5, from
noon-4 p.m. There will be pumpkins, gourds,
corn stalks, mums, native-grown apples, and
cider from local farms.

Also, there will be free hayrides, a bake
table featuring candy, preserves, honey, rel-
ishes, maple syrup, pies and other seasonal
goodies, a fall- and Halloween-based tag sale,
parishioner-made crafts, and vendors on both
days. Kids can toast marshmallows at the fire
pit and make smores.

Lunch will be served both days (Saturday

St. Peter’s Harvest Festival

from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and Sunday from noon-3
p.m.), featuring hot dogs, hamburgers, pulled
pork sandwiches, and more.

Also, people are invited to bring their pets
at 2 p.m. Sunday in the Memorial Garden be-
hind the church for the church’s annual Bless-
ing of the Animals.

As part of the St. Peter’s outreach pro-
grams, a portion of the proceeds will go to the
United Brethren of Hebron.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church is located at 30
Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron. For more
info, call the church at 860-228-3244 or visit
www.StPetersHebron.com.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information
and full program descriptions, and to register,
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

Movie Monday: Oct. 6, 12:30 p.m., with pop-
corn. Thursday Murder Club will be shown.

Mindful Meditation: Mondays, Oct. 6 and
20, starting at 10:15 a.m.; note the new time.

Cardio Drumming: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 10:30
a.m. The class is free, but you must pre-register
by Monday, Oct. 6, at 10 a.m. Maximum of 20
people allowed.

Yoga: Will move to one day per week, and
will now be Thursdays from 9-10 a.m. The new
session will be Oct. 9-30; four sessions are $12,
and the drop-in fee is $5 per class. Classes will
be suitable for both the experienced and begin-
ner yogis who can do their practice on either the
floor or in a chair.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, from 10:15-11:15 a.m.
New session started Oct. 2 and will run through
Oct. 30. Fee is $15.

Medicare Open Enrollment/Winter Fuel
Assistance: Wednesday, Oct. 15 through Friday,
Dec. 5. Appointments are required; call 860-
228-1700 and ask for Sharon or Dennis.

Vaccination Clinic: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 9-11
a.m., at the senior center. Chatham Health will
have various vaccines available: flu, COVID-19,
RSV, shingles, and pneumococcal. No registra-
tion required, but you do need your insurance
card. Most major insurance accepted. This year,
Chatham Health will accept United Healthcare
due to the partnership with Beacon Prescrip-
tions.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration
is required by noon the day before the trip.
Upcoming schedule: Thursday, Oct. 9, Big Y,
pick-ups begin at 12:15 p.m.; Friday, Oct. 17,
Walmart, pick-ups begin at 11 a.m.; Wednesday,
Oct. 22, Stop & Shop, pick-ups begin at 10 a.m.;
Wednesday, Oct. 29, Big Y, pick-ups begin at 10
a.m.

Sunshine Singers Monster Mash: Thursday,
Oct. 30, 11:45 a.m. Come dressed in your best
costume and sing along with the Sunshine Sing-
ers to fun Halloween/seasonal songs. There will
be a contest for best costume and a Halloween
treat provided. Costumes encouraged, but not
required.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals,
for medical care, personal needs care, gro-
cery shopping, or other pre-approved needs.
Transportation available Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Appointments must be scheduled a minimum
of 24 hours in advance, but 48 hours is recom-
mended - and required for new riders. For more
information or to schedule an appointment, call
860-228-1700.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; most
require pre-registration. More information in
the monthly newsletter or at the senior center.
Monday through Friday: Exercise Equipment
Room, 9 am.-3 p.m. - though from 9 a.m.-
noon on Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10
a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays: Knit-
ting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.;
Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: En-
hance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. Thursdays:
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Chatham Health
blood pressure screening, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
on the third Thursday of the month; Chatham
Health Education Series, 12:15 p.m. on the third
Thursday of the month; Massage, 12:30-6:30
p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.;
Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m.

Voter Registration Session

The Hebron registrars of voters will hold a
voter registration session Friday, Oct. 17, from
9 a.m.-8 p.m., at the Town Office Building, 15
Gilead St.



NEWS BULLETIN + October 3, 2025

Page 11

East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton

Quilt Project to Benefit the Food Bank

The East Hampton Quilt Project is selling raf-
fle tickets for a 62” x 62” quilt, created by local
women. Proceeds benefit the benefit of the East
Hampton Food Bank.

The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton.
The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton. The
raffle tickets sell for $10 each or 3/$25. Buyers
can pay cash or use Venmo. Tickets are being
sold until mid-November at Paul’s and Sandy’s

Too, East Hampton Public Library, Old Bank,
and The Hairitage. The quilt will be displayed at
various times at the library.

The drawing will be on Nov. 22 at 10 a.m. at
the Food Bank.

For continuous updated information on when
and where tickets will be sold, visit sites.google.
com/view/easthamptonquiltproject/home.

Lions Raffle for Scholarship Program

The East Hampton Lions Club is conducting
a raffle to support their annual scholarship pro-
gram. The Lions will offer four $1,500 awards
to graduating East Hampton students. Applica-
tions are available by contacting the East Hamp-
ton High School guidance office.

The raffle offers a $2,025 grand prize. First
place is $225 with two winners, second place is
$125 with two winners, and third place is $55
with two winners. Also, the first-, second- and

third-place winners will be reentered for the
grand prize draw.

A total of 700 tickets will be sold, at $10 per
ticket.

The raffle runs through Saturday, Oct. 25,
with the drawing to take place that day at the
East Hampton Lions Club picnic pavilion at 62
N. Main St. Time for the drawing is 2:25 p.m.

For information or tickets call Lion Tim Den-
man 860-519-4951.

Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner

The Knights of Columbus St John Paul II
Council 6190 at St. Patrick Church will hold the
first of its semi-annual spaghetti and meatball
dinners Friday, Oct. 3, from 4:30-7:15 p.m., at
the church parish center, located at 47 West
High St. Takeout and dine-in meals will be of-
fered.

Meal prices are $15 for adults and $14 for
seniors. Children 5 and under eat for free. The
meal will include a salad, bread, dessert, coffee
or tea and a punch/iced tea drink. Canned soda

and bottled water will be available for $1.

Proceeds will support local charitable pro-
grams. The Knights of Columbus will also
collect non-perishable food items for the East
Hampton Food Bank.

There will be musical entertainment at the
dinner, by local singer-songwriter Bill Naugh-
ton, Jr.

Contact Jim Pedersen at 860-716-9629 for
more information.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Monthly and Special Events: Wonderfully
Wicked Women’s Group (WWW): First and
third Mondays at 10 a.m. in the East Hampton
Library Community Room. This is a low-key
opportunity to meet others and share resources,
with the theme of Sisterhood.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Meets ev-
ery second and fourth Monday at 10:30 a.m. All
men are invited for a social hour of facts, activi-
ties, and snacks.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Oct.
6, 9 a.m., at Air Line State Park, 69 Smith St.,
East Hampton. All abilities welcome; walk at

Kenneth Barber, Esq.

John H. Porter, Esq.

your own pace.

Linefit Dance/Exercise Class: Monthly on
Mondays starting Oct. 6 at 2 p.m. This is a low-
impact line dancing class. Fee $3 per class.

Learn Mahjongg: Thursday, Oct. 9, 9:30 a.m.,
for beginners to enjoy a fun and social intro-
duction to this classic tile game. No experience
needed.

Mahjongg Tournament: Thursday, Oct. 9, 1
p-m. This session is a two-player team format.
Cost is $20 to register, due in advance. Please
register in person.

Bike Rides for Seniors with Kim Clouser of
AirLine Cycles: Friday, Oct. 10, Route 66 Willi-
mantic — near Mackey’s. Bring your bike, helmet
and water to the ride.

Trips: Shopping and Lunch Trip: Thursday,
Oct. 9. Depart at 11 a.m.; lunch is on your own
at the Cromwell Diner followed by shopping at
Walmart. Donation of $4 for transportation is
requested. Register in person.

Hayride at Paul & Sandy’s Too: Wednesday;,
Oct. 15, departing the senior center at 10 a.m.
Enjoy a fall hayride and snacks on your own in
the Seasonal Shop. Cost is $17 and includes the
ride and bus transportation.

Volunteer Opportunity: Music Director
Needed: The senior center is seeking a volun-
teer music director to lead the center’s choral
group. Contact Holly at the senior center for
more information.

Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“October means I have
to start pretending I pack

healthy lunches again.”
—Every mom hiding cookies
in the broccoli bin

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
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Local Man Charged with
First-Degree Assault

By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton police arrested a man on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27 following what police say was a
violent assault at a home.

Manuel Negron, 47, of East Hampton, was
charged with first-degree assault, second-de-
gree threatening, risk of injury to a child and
disorderly conduct following an incident that,
according to police, involved Negron punch-
ing another person in the face and then beat-
ing them in the head with a baseball bat.

According to the police report, police re-
sponded to a 911 call from a victim who
claimed they had been beaten during an argu-
ment. While officers were responding to that
call, another 911 call came in, with the caller

saying that the victim was now being beaten
with a baseball bat. Another witness also re-
ported seeing a portion of the assault.

According to the report, when officers ar-
rived, the victim was conscious and alert, but
bleeding heavily from their head. Officers
found Negron attempting to leave the scene.
He claimed that he had been defending him-
self, police said.

Officers detained Negron and held him on a
$100,000 bond. According to The Middletown
Press, his bail was later raised to $150,000,
which he was able to post with help of a bonds-
man. Negron is due in court again on Oct. 15.

St. Patrick Church News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a mem-
ber of St. John Paul IT Parish, along with St. Bridget
Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at St.
Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on Sundays
at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 8:30 a.m., 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 a.m.
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at St. Bridget.

Becoming Catholic: The St. John Paul II com-
munity invites you to learn more about the Catho-
lic faith through the OCIA program, which focuses
on the teachings of Jesus and the Church and pre-
pares individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the
Easter season. For more information contact Dani
Annino at 860-267-6644 or sjp2dre@gmail.com,
or Deacon Dan D’Amelio at deacondandamelio@
gmail.com.

Readers Theater presents The Velocity of
Autumn by Eric Coble, directed by Richard
Kamins and performed by Anne Cassady and
Nat Holmes of the Dramatists Play Service
Inc., on Friday, Oct. 3, at 7 p.m., at Middle
Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Mid-
dle Haddam.

This family drama swirls around Alexandra,
an 80-year-old artist in a showdown with her
family over where shell spend her remaining

“The Velocity of Autumn’

years. She barricaded herself in her Brooklyn
brownstone with enough Molotov cocktails to
take out the block. The clash, illuminated by
the author, reveals the may seemingly no-win
debates across America over what's best for an
aging relative no longer at her sharpest.

A free will offering will be collected. Seating
for the performance is limited so register in
advance by calling 860-267-9093 or middle-
haddamlibrary@gmail.com.

*x *Thank You!*x x

...thanks to all of you who attended the Annual Markham Meadows
Car Cruise. Whether you drove a beautiful vehicle, ate a hot dog,
bought a raffle ticket or contributed to our Wounded Warriors Jar we
raised more than $10,000 for our local Wounded Warriors, Flags Over
East Hampton and our Police K-9 effort. Terrific job!

Thanks to Our Sponsors

All RV « Bridget McLennan * Jay & Colleen Owens
* E.H. VFW « Custom Auto * Laura & Eric Peterson
* Super Shine Car Wash * Center Package * The
E.H. Republican Town Committee * Sal Licitra *
Hampton Pets * DaVinci's Pizza * Lakeside Bar &
Grill - Gene Duclose * Merilee & Joe Bernhardt
*Main Street Pizza * Dublin’s Pub * Sweet Jean’s
Café  The Hairitage * 9 Lives Barber Shop * Sue
Skarzinski « The Tavern on 66 * Creative Nails °
Devine’s Jewelry ¢ Joe & Merrilee Bernhart « Vivian
& Billy Weyel * Teddy & Kenny Moors * Paul's &
Sandy’s Too * Tractor Supply * Pawsitive Solutions
* Classic Auto * East Hampton Auto Parts « the
Grahams * Dan Grote * Don Hodgkins ¢ Portland
VFW ¢ John Betty ° Julie Ciucias * Marlborough
Bakery « Marlborough Pizza * Lenore LaForge °
Deliano’s » Wildcraft Herb

Special Thanks:. Marie Fletcher, Colleen Owens, Vivian
Weyel, Jen Miller, Don Hodgkins, Kevin-Reich, Clayton & Vickie
Bergeron;Jen & Russell Beck, the Portland VFW, the Lemonade
Girls plus my family & all the MMC volunteers who helped make
the day a Success! You are the best! — Melissa

RE10-3-25
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Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn
to help explain the meaning of the message
topic.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught

through Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. Confirmation Class is held on alter-
nate Sundays during the worship service.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals are held Wednes-
days at 6:30 p.m. New members are always wel-
come.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of
Psalms.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Music is provided each week by Ted Williams;
the Choir is directed by Linda Napolitano. The
Sunday School is directed by the Rev. Joanne
Neel-Richard and meets at 9:55. New students
are always welcome.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at
the rear of the church.

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected
in cans by the shed.

Gardeners Needed: Volunteers are still need-
ed to weed, water, and plant in the Pollinator

Garden. Speak with Rogers if you are able to
help.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Participate After the Worship Service: The
Blessing of the Pets will occur in the parking lot
on Oct. 5 directly after the service. Please leash
your animals, bring a photo, or bring a stuffed
animal.

Save the Date: The Autumn Leaves Fair will
be held Saturday, Oct. 8, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
All are asked to donate to the Bake Sale, New or
Nearly New Table, as well as donate for baskets
or raffles. Lunch will be sold. Check the Bell-
ringer to see how you can best participate.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For
full program descriptions or more information,
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Recreational Basketball Program: Registra-
tion deadline is Oct. 12; practices start in No-
vember and games begin in December. Grades
1-2: Instructional League, cost is $85; Grades
3-4, 5-6, and 7-8: Competitive play in the Lakes
League (games and practices will take place at
East Hampton middle and elementary schools.
May require travel to nearby towns), cost is
$155. Coaches are needed for all age groups:
Volunteer coaches receive one free registration
(registration fee refunded after completing a
background check and online training).

Introduction to Watercolor Painting:
Wednesdays, Oct. 8-29, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Alison
Walck will guide people into the world of water-
color artistry in this hands-on workshop for be-
ginners. Fee for the four classes is $50/resident,
$60/non-resident.

Scarecrows in the Park: At Sears Park Oct.
12-31; park open from sunrise to sunset. En-
joy a whimsical display of scarecrows created
by local residents, businesses, and organiza-
tions. Vote for your favorites! There will be an

Police News

9/19: A 16-year-old juvenile from Norwich
was issued a juvenile summons and charged with
second-degree criminal trespass, East Hampton
Police said.

9/25: John Pollard, 66, of East Hampton, was
taken into custody and charged with driving un-
der the influence and evading responsibility, po-
lice said.

9/27: Marvin Cote, 57, of Salem, was arrested
and charged with second-degree threatening, dis-
orderly conduct and interfering with an officer/
resisting, police said.

From Sept. 22-28, officers responded to 11
medical calls, three motor vehicle crashes and five
alarms, and made three traffic stops, police said.

Free Paper-Shredding

Event

The Lower CT River Valley Council of Gov-
ernments (RiverCOG) is holding its last free
paper-shredding event of the year on Saturday,
Oct. 4, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Chester Fair
Grounds, 11 Kirtland Terrace, Chester.

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes Portland & East
Hampton.

Please note that this event is intended for
shredding confidential papers, not for things
that can be regularly recycled such as birthday
cards, magazines, and envelopes.

Visit www.rivercog.org/household-hazard-
ous-waste for more information.

Like us on

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Opening Day Festival Sunday, Oct. 12, from 11
a.m.-noon, with local cottage food and catering
vendors, free raffles, and mini hayrides for kids.
Want to Join In? You can enter a scarecrow or
become a food vendor; there is a $25 entry/ven-
dor fee. Space is limited.

Haunted History & Rumors Walking Tour:
Saturday, Oct. 25. The tour will begin at Mateo’s
Taco & Cantina Restaurant, 87 Main St. Two
tours to choose from - 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Journey through the shadows as Parks and Rec.
uncovers some of the most formidable buried
secrets and almost-forgotten tales in town. Ma-
teos Taco & Cantina is brewing up some Hal-
loween cocktails and specials just for the occa-
sion. This one-hour walking tour covers about
two miles of thrills and chills. Guests must be 21
and over, and costumes are encouraged but not
required. Cost is $10.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School
(Grades K-3) -- Ghost Busters Fun Club: Make
Your Own Boo Blaster Foaming Soap, Tuesday,
Oct. 7, 3:30-4:30 p.m., $25; Make Your Own
Marshmallow Blasters & Green Slimed Popcorn
Balls, Tuesday, Oct. 14, 3:30-4:30 p.m., $25;
Make Your Own Ghost Poppers, Tuesday, Oct.
21, 3:30-4:30 p.m., $25.

DTC Meet the
Candidates

The East Hampton Democratic Town
Committee invites the community to Dex-
ter’s Tunes, Tales, and Ales on Sunday, Oct.
5, from 1-4 p.m.

Candidates for the November election
will be on hand to talk ideas, goals, and the
stretch run of the race for East Hampton
leadership.

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

The Lower CT River Valley Council of Gov-
ernments (RiverCOG) is holding a collection
for household hazardous waste on Saturday,
Oct. 11, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Haddam El-
ementary School, 272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum.

This is the last collection for the 2025 season
and is free to residents of the RiverCOG region,
which includes East Hampton & Portland.

Visit  www.rivercog.org/household-hazard-
ous-waste for more information.

EHMS Basketball

and Cheerleading

East Hampton Middle School ~student/
athletes who are interested in trying-out for
boys” basketball, girls’ basketball or cheerlead-
ing teams can register online through Arbiter
Sports Registration.

Athletes must have a physical within a
13-month period in order to try out. The dead-
line for registration is Sunday, Nov. 26.

For further information, call EHMS athletic
director Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Lobster Fest Thanks... Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post & Auxiliary 5095 thanked all who

ampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton

attended and volunteered at the Lobster Fest Fundraiser. Pictured are some of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars dignitaries who enjoyed the food: Post Commander Edward
Turner, CT National Council Member Stanley Borusiewicz, Department Commander
Charles Pickett, Department President Cheryl Costello-Pelkey, Auxiliary President
Kelly Ezold, Department Senior Vice Commander John Kennedy, Department Adju-
tant/Quartermaster Domenic Guiliano, and Department Judge Advocate Karl Steiner.

All are invited to attend the monthly East
Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meet-
ings are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and child-
care is provided. The schedule for the 2025-26
school year is:

10/20, at Center School; 11/17, Memorial
School; 12/15, Center School; 1/12/26, Me-
morial School; 2/9/26, Center School; 3/16/26,
Memorial School; 4/20/26, Center School;

PTO Meets Monthly

5/18/26, Memorial School.

More members are always needed, whether
it's helping with decorations for celebrations
such as dances or stepping up ceremonies, or-
ganizing fundraisers, volunteering at events,
supporting our teachers, staff and admin or
sharing ideas and making change.

There is no need to sign up; just come when
you can.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

October’s Featured Artist: Mindy Mills
Maynard, a local author and artist.

Book Talk: Mindy Mills Maynard will give a
talk on her book When Magic Happens Friday,
Oct. 24, at 4 p.m.

Double Play: Featuring local favorites Cathy
Kreger and Jon Swift. Sunday, Oct. 26, 2 p.m.
Call the library if you are coming.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-

noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but
stop by during regular library hours and staff
will put the kettle on.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Saturday Family Yoga with Kathleen: Will
continue on the first Saturday of each month at
11 a.m. Cost is $12 to drop in for two people
and $3 for each additional person. Register by
emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.com

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This new ‘gentle
yoga program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost
is $15 per class. Registration in advance is re-
quested, by emailing Zenlotus860@yahoo.com
or calling 860-638-9097.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has
announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register for a program, call 860-
267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubliclibrary.org.

Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

All-Ages Program: Cardboard Arcade:
Community Open Play: Saturday, Oct. 11, 10
am.-4 p.m. The East Hampton Public Library
Cardboard Arcade will open for business. The
community is invited to play the games and
marvel at the ingenuity and skills of the design
teams. Winners of the superlative awards will be
announced.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tuesday,
Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m. This month’s theme is Pump-
kins. Bring a prepared dish, 12 copies of the
recipe to share, and come hungry. Food should
arrive ready to eat; the library will provide the
plates and forks. Register or drop in.

LibrarYoga: Tuesday, Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m. Yoga
200 Certified instructor Amie Meacham leads
an hour of gentle yoga for adults in the Library
Community Room. All levels welcome; bring
your own mat if you have one and wear comfy
clothes.

Author Event! Katie Tietjen: Wednesday,
Oct. 15, 6:30 p.m. Meet Edgar Award nominated
author Katie Tietjen for a Q&A about her popu-
lar Maple Bishop mystery series and her newest
book, Murder in Miniature. Copies of the book
will be available for sale and Tietjen will be avail-
able to sign your copy. Sponsored by Friends of
the East Hampton Public Library.

Tech Help: Thursday, Oct. 16, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required; just bring
your device with you.

Teen Programs: Cardboard Arcade: Plan-
ning & Design: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 6 p.m. Design
teams will gather in the Library Community

Room to choose a game, work on the design,
create an inventory of supplies and plan for the
building of the game.

Cardboard Arcade: Build Day: Friday, Oct.
10, 10 a.m. Design teams will work to build,
test and finalize their games. Teams will have a
chance to test the games of other participants.

Magic: The Gathering (Grades 7-12): Satur-
day, Oct. 11, 1-3 p.m. Whether you already know
how to play the card game, or want to learn,
come together and play with people of all skill
levels. Bring your own decks or use one of ours.

HalloTween: Grades 4-8: Saturday, Oct. 18,
1-2:30 p.m. Play silly games, compete in a cos-
tume contest, eat yummy snacks and try some
gross crafts. Sponsored by Teen Advisory Board.

Children’s Programs: Halloween Costume
Swap Shop: Saturday, Oct. 4, 11 am.-4 p.m.
Come “shop” for this year’s Halloween costume.
This event is open to everyone; you do not have
to donate to take items from the swap. Items are
first-come, first-served.

Lego at the Library - Halloween Edition!:
Grades 4-6: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Come build Halloween-themed Lego creations.

DIY Days: Saturday, Oct. 18, 11 am.-4 p.m.
Children and families in grades K-8 are invited
to create a different toy, game, or treat together.
No registration required; just drop in.

Epoch Arts Fall Classes

All"are invited this fall for a variety of artis-
tic classes and events at Epoch Arts. Experience
classes like theater, art, photography, ceramics,
improv and more.

This semester, there is a new 3- and 4-year-
old class, and teens are reminded to sign up to
act in Epoch’s original theater production and
haunted house. Classes are held at 27 Skinner St.

For full class descriptions and registration,
visit www.epocharts.org.
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TANGO?2 Benefit Banquet Coming

The biennial TANGO?2 Benefit Banquet and
Auction is set to take place at 5 p.m. Now. 1, at
TPC River Highlands in Cromwell.

The banquet will be hosted by Kasha and
Mike Morris, who founded the TANGO2 Re-
search Foundation in late 2017 after their then
16-year-old son Ryan was diagnosed with a rare
genetic disease called TANGO2 Deficiency Dis-
ease (TDD).

All proceeds from the banquet will be used

to fund research and support programs related
to TDD.

The event will include a cocktail hour, three-
course meal, music, dancing, wine pull, bour-
bon blackjack as well as various raffle and auc-
tion items. There are still tickets available for
purchase, at a cost of $85 per person. For more
information regarding the banquet or to donate,
visit tango2banquet.raiselysite.com or email ka-
sha.morris@tango2research.org.

Scholarships Available

Fowler-Dix-Park VEW Post 5095 & Auxiliary
are now accepting entries for their annual Voice
of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen youth scholar-
ship competitions.

This year’s theme gives both America’s high
school students and middle school students
the opportunity to contemplate, “How Are You
Showing Patriotism and Support for Our Coun-
try?”

The Voice of Democracy audio-essay compe-
tition is open to high school students in grades
9-12, with the national first place prize schol-
arship totaling $35,000. The first place Depart-
ment (state) winners receive an all-expenses-
paid trip to attend a ‘Founding Forward Spirit
of America Youth Leadership’ program at Valley

Art on Display

Local artist Valerie Stockburger will display
her oil paintings at the East Hampton Town
Hall during October and November.

Stockburger is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Art Association, the Glastonbury Art Asso-
ciation, and Gallery 53 in Meriden.

All are invited to stop by for a viewing of her
art display during Town Hall hours.

Teen Halloween Party

Epoch Arts will hold its Teen Halloween
Costume Dance Party, for grades six and up,
on Friday, Oct. 10, from 7-9 p.m., at Epoch, 27
Skinner St.

Students are invited to dress up in a Hal-
loween costume and share it at Epoch Arts. A
live DJ will provide the sound and prizes will
be given out throughout the night for costumes,
dance moves and craziness.

Admission is $10 and includes free food and
drinks. For more information, visit www.epoch-
arts.org.

Congregational Church
News & Notes

East Hampton Congregational Church is lo-
cated at 59 Main St. Sunday services are at 10
a.m. The Rev. Robin Blundon is the interim
minister. Sunday School is provided for chil-
dren and coffee hour is directly after service for
fellowship.

For more information about the church and
its activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959. Office hours are Monday
and Wednesday, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Haunted House
and Hayride

Epoch Arts will hold its annual Haunted
House and Hayride Friday and Saturday, Oct.
17, 18, 24 --and 25, from 7-10 p.m. each night,
at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

This year’s theme is a “Dystopian World”
Walk through rooms filled with spiders, freaky
mind game testing, a room where Survivor
meets Lord of the Flies as the inhabitants try to
survive and where Big Brother is always watch-
ing. The Haunted Hayride is themed Apoca-
lypse, so be ready for more spooks and scares
outside.

Tickets and reservations are for sale online,
at www.epocharts.org, and are $15 for both the
Haunted House and the Hayride.

Class of ‘10 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 2010
is planning its 15th reunion.
Shareyouravailability at tinyurl.com/4yuex98x.

‘. D BROTHERS OIL
Since I97;- o ‘o" PA“Y

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

WE ACCEPT i
ENERGY ASSISTANCE | °©

= .BrothersOil.
o WWWBrOnersHL.com

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!

Forge, Pa., where they compete for more than
$170,000 in national scholarship awards.

Open to middle school students in sixth
through eighth grade, more than 60,600 stu-
dents participate annually in the Patriot’s Pen
essay competition. The national first place win-
ner receives a $5,000 award.

Entry forms and additional information may
be found at www.vfw.org/community/youth-
and-education/youth-scholarships or the Post
Home. Student entries may be submitted (along
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT
06424.

The deadline for both contests is Oct. 31.

Absentee Ballots for
Municipal Election

East Hampton’s municipal election will be
held Tuesday, Nov. 4, at East Hampton High
School, 15 North Maple St. Early voting will oc-
cur from Oct. 20-Nov. 2 at Town Hall.

Absentee ballots are available at the town
clerk’s office, located at 1 Community Drive. Of-
fice hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.;
and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

All registered voters are eligible to obtain an
absentee ballot for this election. For more infor-
mation, call 860 267-2519.

Special Voter
Registration Session

Registrars will be in session Friday, Oct. 17,
between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m., at the registrars of
voters office at Town Hall, 1 Community Drive.

This date is the last regular voter registration
session before the Nov. 4 election. All mail-in
voter registrations must be received or post-
marked by this date.

For information, call the registrars at 860-
267-6720 on Tuesdays between the hours of 11
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated
Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)

20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)

30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)

40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

24 OId Coach Road East Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com

&
Quedity Uped

BRC

Auto & Truck
Farls

ook Today
860 267- 7140 -
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Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-267-9904

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com

Schedule your
appointment at:

EAST HAMPTON
” FAMILY DENTAL

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

« Personalized Dental Care

« Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

« Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience
Emergency Same Day Appointments
Flexible Payment Options

Ted & Ned... Gov. Ned Lamont recentlly signed the Connecticut Hero Act into
The Hero Act combines Public Act 25-15
and Public Act 25-95 to acknowledge the sacrifices made by those who have served
in the military, and honors them. The act also assists military and military families
with a broad range of provisions to adjust to frequent relocations and the combat
wounded. Lamont is pictured at left with Post Commander Edward Turner.

law at Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post 5095.

Foreign Exchange Program Volunteers Needed

Rotary is seeking volunteers from across the
community to participate in the Rotary Youth
Exchange Program. The Rotary is looking for
students ages 15-18 who want to study abroad,
as well as families interested in hosting an ex-
change student here at home.

Applications are open now for both long-
term academic year exchanges and short-term
summer exchanges. Opportunities are available
in 19 European countries, six Asian countries,
seven South American countries, as well as Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Canada, and Mexico. The
earlier you apply, the better your placement op-

tions. Learn more and apply at www.exchang-
estudent.org

Also, Rotary is seeking host families for stu-
dents arriving in East Hampton this year and
in both Colchester and East Hampton in future
years. Host families provide room and board for
a defined period and, in return, build a lasting
bond with a student from abroad. The host fam-
ily application is always open at www.exchang-
estudent.org.

For more information,
change7980@gmail.com.

email youthex-

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 OR 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

RE11-6-20
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The Belltown Open Golf Tournament

RE3-26-21

DINNER SPONSOR: The Mickle Family

LUNCH SPONSORS: Belltown Recycling Center

BREAKFAST SPONSORS: Dream Developers of Connecticut * St. Clements
PLATINUM SPONSORS: American Distilling * Dr. George Mantikas * Edwards
Financial Services * Lakeside Bar & Grill - Blackledge Country Club

Belltown Motors - The Robinson Family

HOLE IN ONE SPONSOR: Lisa & Pete Aarrestad

GOLD SPONSOR: Mark Cibula Plumbing & Heating + Spencer Funeral
Home - Center Package Store

TEE SPONSORS: Aarrestad Family * Alan & Val Hurst * Ken Barber - Rick
Berkenstock Century 21 - Black Goose Chimney Sweep + Zmeskal Family - Dairy
Queen, Portland - Laurel Island - Marlborough Pizza - King Insurance  Paul's

& Sandy’s Too + Kevin Reich « Rick’s Sugar Shack - Serra & Associates * Bob &
Cyndi Shirshac - Strickland Family + Carl Guild & Associates

RAFFLE DONORS: Center Package Store - Marlborough Pizza - Billie & Jerry

Gerkey  Chris Cote’s Golf Shop + Donna Marsden  Loco Perro  Po’s Rice &

Spice * Tim Quackenbush + ACE Hardware + Dianne Gorrick - Sweet Jean’s
\Portland West Golf Course * The Dublin - D'elianna Public Market & Deli

Committee and the Congregational Church |
of East Hampton would like to thank all

of the sponsors and golfers that made the _
2025 Belltown Open Golf Tournament a success;

Qem-s-zs
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Leaves, Lenses and Lasting Memo

By Toriana Williams

For Jill Hetzel of Marlborough, the fall season
is as much about tradition as it is about the crisp
air and changing leaves. After 25 years living in
town, she has built a collection of seasonal ritu-
als that connect her with family, friends and the
community around her.

“I have lived in Marlborough now for 25
years. I moved here with my late husband...
Some friends of mine had a house for rent, and
I've been here ever since. I love it here, and my
late husband loved it here, too,” Hetzel said. “Ac-
tually, he got me a brick in the center of town [at
the town green] ... and our names are on it. It’s
real sweet”

Since losing her husband Alex, her traditions
have changed, but she has carried many of them
forward in new ways. One of her most cher-
ished fall activities is attending — or rather, qui-
etly observing - the annual Glastonbury Apple
Harvest and Music Festival.

“I lived in Glastonbury when I was a child,
and [the festival] used to be at a different loca-
tion than it is now. I used to walk there and go
there with my friends,” she shared. “Now, I go
there with my mom, and we actually don’t go
when it’s open. We have this really fun tradition
of my mom and I and her dog walking around
the Apple Fest as they’re setting up”

Hetzel laughed as she remembered how the
tradition started.

“The very first time we started doing this, I
was a little apprehensive;” she said. “I absolutely
love to take pictures... and my mom and I, we
would stand far back and take the pictures as
they were setting up. [The set-up crew], they’re
like, ‘Oh no, no, come on, get in here!” So
throughout the years, we just wander around as
they’re setting up. We really don’t talk too much;
we try to stay out of their way. We say hi and
grin at them, and it’s awesome.”

For Hetzel, photography is more than a hob-

by - it’s the lens through which she experiences
autumn.

“I love to take walks, and like I said, I like to
take pictures,” she explained. “So I pretty much
will walk anywhere to try to get really pretty fall
pictures.”

One of her favorite techniques is called inten-
tional camera movement, or ICM.

“I'look at the fall leaves in a pretty place, and
I kind of move my camera,” she said. “I like to
make funny-looking portal pictures with them.
It turns out really pretty”

Even a car ride can become part of the pro-
cess.

“Driving down Route 2, with me as the pas-
senger, I have my camera out the window and
that does intentional camera movement with-
out me having to really move,” she said. “So
that’s a weird tradition of mine as well”

Other traditions have carried over from her
life with her husband in the years after.

“One of the other things that I absolutely
love doing with my mom is going to Paul’s and
Sandy’s Too and going to Pumpkintown. I had
done that tradition with my late husband,” Het-
zel explained.

Hetzel said of Pumpkintown: “The way they
have the displays and the pumpkins that they
painted... looks so different””

She added, “Its a fun place, very family-
friendly. You get apple cider. Oddly enough, my
mom and I, when we went last time we got pick-
les. It was so funny.”

In addition to fairs and festivals, Hetzel said
she treasures simpler rituals. “Most people,
when they do their leaves... they use machin-
ery. For me, 'm out in my yard. I literally rake
and scoop up the leaves, and I compost them.
Last year I did 80 bins! That’s one of the things
I like to do. It’s a lot of exercise, its relaxing,
smells nice and makes my yard look nice”

Hetzel spoke on how she leaves some piles of

Paranormal Program

The Marlborough Preservation Society is
hosting an event given by the Eastern Connecti-
cut Paranormal Society on Wednesday, Oct.
29, at 6 p.m., at Marlborough Congregational
Church, 35 South Main St.

This program delves into the realities of para-
normal investigation, exploring the challenges
of blending science with unexplained phenom-
ena, faith, and public stigma. Through real-life

case studies and evidence, participants will gain
a deeper understanding and have the opportu-
nity to ask questions.

Registration is required and can be done via
email (mhs@marlboroughhistory.org), call/
text Romano Ghirlanda at (860) 916-4031, or
through www.marlboroughhistory.org/events.

The event is free but donations will be appre-
ciated.

Fire Department Chicken Barbecue

The Marlborough Fire Department will host
its 69th annual Chicken Barbecue Sunday, Oct.
5, from noon-2 p.m., at Station No. 1 on Route
66 in Marlborough Center.

Tickets are $18 per person and include a meal
of half a chicken, freshly made coleslaw, a baked
potato, a dinner roll, and a dessert. The fire sta-
tion will be open for those who wish to dine in.

Additionally, the Women’s Auxiliary will host
a bake sale.

This annual event has a history of selling
out quickly. Due to high demand and a limited

number of tickets, residents are encouraged to
secure theirs as soon as possible. Tickets are be-
ing sold door to door by Marlborough firefight-
ers. If a firefighter has not visited your home,
you can purchase tickets by calling the firehouse
at 860-295-6219 or Captain Todd Cohen at 860-
573-0428. Tickets will also be able for pick up at
Marlborough Plastics, 350 North Main St.
Please leave a message with your name, ad-
dress, and the number of tickets you need. Tick-
ets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis.

Marlborough Lions’ Masquerade 5K

The Marlborough Lions will hold their an-
nual Masquerade 5K Road Race Sunday, Oct. 26,
starting promptly at 10 a.m.

This 5K will feature runners in costume and
will follow the same course around Lake Ter-
ramuggas as the Lions’ Memorial Day weekend
race. The race will utilize electronic timing with
computerized race results and the course is now
a certified 5K.

The entry fee is $30 per runner for pre-regis-
tration and $35 on the day of the race. Shirts will
be provided to those who pre-register by Oct. 13,
with additional shirts being available on race day
subject to availability. There is also a $60 pack-
age price ($65 on the day of the race) for families
of up to four (immediate family members only)

participating in the race. Same-day registrations
are accepted. Runners will start near the entrance
to Blish Park on Park Road and will proceed on a
course which circles Lake Terramuggas.

The Lions Club supports programs which ad-
dress various issues including blindness, drug
abuse prevention and diabetes awareness in ad-
dition to supporting local organizations such as
the Marlborough Food and Fuel Banks and pro-
viding vision screening for students at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School.

To register or for additional information, con-
tact Lions Club President Jean Paul Bolduc at
860-798-2054 or jpabolduc@icloud.com. Regis-
tration forms are available online at runsignup.
com/Race/CT/Marlborough/Masquerade.

Among the photos Jill Hetzel of Marlborough have snaped over the years is this

ries

one of ‘Buster Bittersweet, a creative scarecrow from a previous year’s display at Paul’s
and Sandy’s Too bring both charm and whimsy to the season.

leaves in certain areas in order to provide cru-
cial winter habitats for wildlife and insects.

“I try to keep it for the critters — they have all
the eggs and stuff in there,” Hetzel said. “So I do
certain spots and certain spots I leave, but that’s
one of my nice traditions.”

Hetzel also enjoys snapping photos of the
beauty of local landmarks in autumn. “T like to
go to [Lake Terramuggus]. I go to the boat launch
area, and I like taking pictures of the lake in the
fall. Especially if they still have the... colorful
kayaks. I've gotten some really beautiful pictures.”

She shared that there’s a specific tree that
turns a lovely shade of yellow, as well as some
that turn vibrantly orange. “I love doing that
here in Marlborough,” she said. “It’s just beauti-
ful”

Scarecrows are another highlight. “I absolute-
ly love getting to see the really cute scarecrows,”
she said. “The scary ones I'm not a huge fan of,
but I like taking pictures of them.

Hetzel added that she discovered the Col-
chester Green’s scarecrow contest last year, call-
ing it “huge, and a lot of fun too.”

For Hetzel, autumn is about holding onto
small joys and weaving them into a season of

warmth and creativity. And for those in Marl-
borough looking to add to their own fall tradi-
tions, there are still plenty of community events
coming up. One upcoming event is on Sunday,
Oct. 26, when the Marlborough Lions Club
hosts its Masquerade 5K at Blish park starting at
10:30 a.m. Runners will circle Lake Terramug-
gus in costume, with prizes awarded for funni-
est, scariest, best individual and best group cos-
tumes. Registration is about $35.

The Marlborough Bakery & Cafe is also ring-
ing in October with a festive and tasty celebra-
tion - Halloween-themed donuts. The seasonal
treats are designed to capture the spirit of fall
while offering a sweet start to the month. The
bakery encourages locals to stop in and grab
one before they disappear.

From capturing whimsical scarecrows
through her camera lens to strolling the hushed
festival grounds alongside her mother, Hetzel’s
traditions paint a picture of autumn as some-
thing deeply personal. They show that the sea-
son isn't only about the fairs, contests and com-
munity gatherings - it’s also about the quiet,
meaningful ways people shape those experi-
ences into their own lasting rituals.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery
but children are always welcome at the worship
service. Sunday school is open to all children
in the community for children ages 3 through
grade 8. Contact Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@
marlcongchurch.org for more information.

Oct. 5 is World Communion Sunday. The
service will be led by the Rev. Nina Schmid.
At Marlborough Congregational Church, Holy
Communion is open to all, regardless of church
affiliation, including children with parental
guidance. On this Sunday, a variety of breads
and toppings will be served at Coffee Hour, in-
cluding gluten free. Two church deacons will
meet with the Sunday School children to teach
them about Communion.

Bible Study is led by Seaver and meets Thurs-
daysat 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. upstairs in the lounge.
All are welcome.

Community Sing is Friday, Oct. 3, upstairs
in the lounge, starting at 7 p.m. All who enjoy
singing, including musicians, are invited to at-
tend this free monthly sing-along, led by Seat of
Our Pants member Carolyn Brodginski. Music

" Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN24/7 |

RE4-25-25J

»

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky

¢ Contact Lenses
¢ Children's Vision
e Laser Surgery Consultation

Participating Provider of:
« Aetna Health Plan ¢ Blue Cross ¢ Cigna Health Plan « Connecticare

* United Health Care » Oxford « Medicare * Medicaid ¢ TriCare and more

Optometrist
6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

* Eye Exams
* Fashion Eyewear

CIT6-18-20

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306

is provided.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon in the
Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA meets
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on the
ground floor with easy access from the parking
lot, is open for sales and donations Fridays from
noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
The eBay store is open year-round at bit.ly/MC-
Cebay.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for donations. September mission-giving is
for Community Partners in Action, Resettle-
ment Program, which provides comprehensive
services, from basic needs to medical care, for
women who are re-entering society from York
Correctional. The next monthly Florence Lord
Housing luncheon for its residents will be Oct.
12. The church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies, will be Oct. 26. Free tickets are available at
the food bank.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith
community and all are welcome. The church
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary; people can also donate via a QR code in
the pew racks or through the church website.
For more information on the church or its pro-
grams, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432,
email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or
contact the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org.

Ta% Sale This Saturday
The Town Wide Tag Sale will take place
on Saturday, Oct. 4, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Tag Sale maps will be available at town
hall, Richmond Memorial Library or the
senior center. For more information, call
860-295-6203.
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Property owners in the sewer dis-
trict are reminded that the last day to pay your
Sewer Usage Bill, without interest is Monday,
Nov. 3. Failure to pay on time will result in
interest charged at 1.5% per month reverting
to the due date of Oct. 1.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collec-
tor, Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29,

Marlborough, CT 06447, placed in the drop
box outside of Town Hall or in person at 26

Sewer Use Bills Due

North Main St. Make checks payable to MW-
PCA.

Tax Collector hours are: Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

For more information, call the Tax Office at
860-295-6205 or email

Taxcollector@marlboroughct.gov. Failure
to receive a bill does not invalidate the usage
fee or interest.

New Grief Share Session Underway

A Grief Share support group will run Tues-
days through Dec. 16, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fel-
lowship Community Church, 24 South Rd. The
group started Sept. 16.

The group consists of videos and discussion
sessions, with the last session being a Celebra-
tion of Life to honor your loved one.

Grief Share features nationally recognized
experts on grief recovery topics. There is a $20
one-time registration fee, which includes the

workbook. You will get the workbook at the first
session. If you have already paid the $20 regis-
tration fee from the previous Grief Share pro-
gram, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration is
on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and look
for Fellowship Community Church. You may
register there to see the schedule for the sessions
and other information pertaining to Grief Share.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information about
any senior center program, call 860-295-6209 or
email socialservices@marlboroughct.net. Follow
the senior center on Facebook at Marlborough
CT Senior Center.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

AARP Safe Driver Course: Oct. 7, 10 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Lunch provided. Cost is $20 for AARP
members, $25 for non-AARP members. Ad-
vance registration required.

Encore Club: Oct. 8 there will be live music
by Bill Naughton. Sing along as he strums all the
classics. Light refreshments at noon, followed by
music at 1 p.m. This is a free event.

Blood Drive: Oct. 9, at the senior center. For
more information or to make an appointment
to donate, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or sign up online at redcrossblood.org
with sponsor code “Marlborough.”

Brain Health Lecture with Dr. Wendy Hur-
witz: Oct. 10, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tips to opti-
mize brain health. This is part two of a two-part
series. This event is fragrance-free.

Chair Yoga: Cost is $35/residents, $40/non-
residents. The class is 45 minutes. October ses-
sion: Oct. 14-Nov. 4. Call to register.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s: Oct. 19 at Rent-
schler Field. Call to join the senior center team
or donate.

Vaccine Clinic: Oct. 20, 9-11 a.m. Chatham
Health and Beacon will provide vaccines at the
senior center. No appointments needed. Most in-
surance accepted.

Open Enrollment: By appointment only, on
Oct. 23. Change prescription plans, switch be-
tween traditional Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage plans

Halloween Party: Oct. 31, noon-2 p.m. Come
dressed up! There will be games and light re-
freshments.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: Billiards:
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; Bingo:
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday,
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30
p-m.; Chair Massage: No appointments until
further notice.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee.

Birthday Club: October birthdays will be cel-
ebrated Oct. 28 from 1-2 p.m. with cake! Open
to all friends and family. It does not have to be
your birthday month to celebrate; however, if it
is, please RSVP.

Not Just Quilters: All skill levels welcome.
Needleworkers and other handwork crafters also
welcome. The group meets every Wednesday and
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Supplies not pro-
vided. Bring your own project.

Parkinson’s Exercise: These are specialized
exercise classes for those living with Parkinson’s
disease. There is a fee for each class. Visit www.
beatpdtoday.com/class-schedule or call 860-918-
9594 to register and for more information.

Mahjong: Every Wednesday from 1:30-3:30
p.m. at Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the
second Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30
p.m. at Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence
Drive. All skill levels are welcome. There is no
fee to play, but players use 2025 Mahjong cards,
which they purchase on their own.

Sweet Picks - Free Bakery Items: Mondays
and Tuesdays between 8:30 and 9 a.m., local
grocery stores will donate bakery items, such as
breads and desserts. Senior center members are
invited to come take a look and take, in modera-

tion, what they need.

Tap: The center’s tap dance group is open for
new, experienced members. The group meets ev-
ery Wednesday from 5-6:30 p.m.

Social Services: Energy Assistance: Help is
available to pay your home heating bills. The first
fuel deliveries are Nov. 1. Call CRT at 860-560-
5800 for assistance or to make an appointment.
More information is available online at www.
ct.gov/heatinghelp/applyonline. Application as-
sistance is available to Marlborough residents
over 55 at the senior center by appointment only.

Eversource: Low-income discount rates (5%,
15%, 205, 40%, 50%) are available for electric
bills. Based on income or receipt of public ben-
efits. Proof required, by appointment only.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive,
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is an
open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6
p.m. The food bank is in need of: canned vegeta-
bles (corn, green beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly,
fruit cocktail, and canned fruit. The food bank is
open to qualified residents in need.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits. The program serves people 60 years of
age and over, and their spouses or caregivers. A
suggested donation of $3 per meal is requested,
but no one will be denied a meal if unable to do-
nate. There is no income eligibility requirement.
Menus can be modified to accommodate health
concerns. You may apply directly with CRT by
calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior center for
a referral.

Transportation: Available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Must reserve rides three
business days in advance. Reservations taken
Monday-Thursday. Call 860-295-6209 for more
information.

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

860.228.1383

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD

CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.

CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLAGE CLEANINGS

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992
COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!
CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

www.firesidesupply.net

BARBER & STVLING SHOP

Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes

Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15
School Drive, has announced the following
items of interest. Registration required for all
programs unless noted. For more information,
full program descriptions or to register, call
860-295-6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.

String Theory: A Fiber Arts Club for Adults:
The string theory program series returns Fri-
day, Oct. 3, at 1 p.m. Knit, crochet, embroider,
or stitch your way through the afternoon. This
month, there will be supplies on hand to make
an autumn gnome.

Cut the Cord: Explore the alternatives to ca-
ble TV with the library’s new outreach and tech-
nology specialist on Monday, Oct. 6, at 6 p.m.
Learn tips to make the switch away from cable
TV and how you can save money without giving
up your favorite shows.

American Job Center: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 5-7
p-m. The library is partnering with the Ameri-
can Job Center to offer drop-in (no appoint-
ments needed) assistance with resumes, job
search assessment, career coaching, computer

literacy, mock interviews, and on-the-job train-
ing programs.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered sto-
rytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and a
story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through Dec. 19.
For children up to 24 months, with their care-
givers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Pajama Storytime with Yoga: Thursday, Oct.
30, 6 p.m., for children of all ages. Wear comfy
pajamas and bring your favorite stuffed animal
or blankie.

Crafty Kids: Wednesdays at 4 p.m. through
Dec. 17, for kids ages 4 and up. There will be
two projects on hand each week to choose from,
or kids are welcome to use our supplies to create
their own projects. Registration is not required.

Read to the Dogs: Monday, Oct. 20, 6-7 p.m.
Young readers are invited to come in and read to
a certified Reading Education Assistance Dog.
Register for a 15-minute time slot to secure your
child’s spot. Limit two children per time win-
dow (one per dog).

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Special Event: Pumpkin Decorating Con-
test: For ages 4-13. Saturday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-
noon, at Marlborough Senior Center. Bring a
pumpkin and decorate it at the senior center.
Prizes will be awarded for scariest, funniest and
most original pumpkin. All decorating supplies
will be provided.

Youth Programs: Kids Fall Yoga: For ages
4-10. Tuesdays, Oct. 7-28, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Each week, embark on a
fall-themed “yoga adventure.” Fee: $65/resident,
$70/non-resident, with a $17 drop-in fee.

Crayola Imagine Arts Academy - Stinky,
Shrinky, Shiny Artventures!: For grades K-6.
Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 21-Dec. 9. The
projects in this program will inspire children’s
creativity as they experiment with a variety of
art forms, tools, and techniques. Fee is $144/
residents, $149/non-residents. No class on Nov.
4and 11.

Mad Science - Secret Agent Lab: Thursdays,
3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 16-Dec. 4, at MES. Sharpen
your secret agent skills and discover how chem-
istry and the science of forensics can come to
the aid of a secret agent. Identify and collect evi-
dence - from fingerprints to tracks to trash. No
class Nov. 13 and 27. Fee: $144/resident, $149/
non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. Fee is four
lessons for $200/residents, $205/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Dog Obedience - Polite
Dog Manners: Fridays, Oct. 3-31, 5:30-6:30
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Beginner
level classes for dogs 5 months and older. Fee:
$115/resident, $120/non-resident.

Beginner & Intermediate Tai Chi: Tuesdays/
Thursdays, 12:45-1:45 p.m., at Marlborough
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Zumba - Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee: $50/
residents, $55/non-residents, or a $12 drop-in
fee.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays/Thursdays,
noon-12:45 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Session begins Oct. 7. Fee: $40/resident,
$45/non-resident.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park Ten-
nis Courts. Open to all levels of play. Registra-
tion is free for this program.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: The cost of the sign is $50. Help emergen-
cy services personnel find your home without
delay. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 24” with
4” numbers on blue highway reflective metal.
Order forms are online and at Town Hall.
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By Toriana Williams

A Marlborough family lost their Isleib Road
home after it caught fire on Sunday, most likely
sparked by lithium batteries charging in the ga-
rage.

According to Fire Marshal and Board of Se-
lectmen member Joe Asklar, the alarm came in
at 4:35 p.m., and within five minutes, the first
firefighter was on scene. The first responder was
his son, Kevin Asklar, who is also the town’s fire
chief.

Asklar said the fire started in the garage,
where the homeowner had placed lithium bat-
teries to charge on a workbench.

Asklar said “it was either [a] defective bat-
tery, or something interrupted the charging
process, causing the battery to blow outward,
catching the workbench on fire. “It spread from
there”

The homeowner reported hearing a pop in
the garage about 15 minutes after putting the
battery to charge.

Asklar urged residents to take extra precau-
tions when charging lithium batteries.

“You would be mind-boggled by what hap-
pened from the charging of a lithium battery,”
he said, noting a sizable increase of housefires
due to them. He added that homeowners should
always charge them in non-combustible loca-
tions, such as on a metal surface, in a protective
container or outside, but never on a carpet, shelf
or other flammable surface.

During the investigation, Asklar worked
alongside the insurance company’s fire inves-
tigator, who told him he had already seen two
other structure fires that week caused by lithium
batteries.

“You just can’'t charge them,” Asklar stressed.
“You have to charge them where [if] they do
start a fire, they won't catch anything else”

Kevin Asklar confirmed that crews from
Marlborough battled the fire for about an hour
with help from neighboring towns. Mutual aid
came from Glastonbury, Hebron, East Hamp-
ton, Colchester, Bolton and Columbia, who
provided equipment, personnel and station
coverage.

The family displaced by the fire is currently

CT Watercolor Society Art Show

The Connecticut Watercolor Society is exhib-
iting its annual, juried show this year at Marl-
borough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St. The show
can be viewed from 1-4 p.m. today, Oct. 3; to-
morrow, Oct. 4, and Sunday, Oct. 5.

The exhibition features 61 pieces of current
artwork by watercolor artists from around Con-
necticut. The show was juried by full-time artist
and teacher, Laura J. Eden. Connecticut Water-
color Society awards were given to “Glouces-
ter Rocks” by Andy Yelenak, “Fall Bounty” by
Angie Falstrom, “Field Workers at Lockwood
Farm” by Shaoron Rowley Morgio, and “Sacred
Lotus” by Lori Rapuano. The Connecticut Wa-
tercolor Society Transparent Watercolor Award
was given to “Aloft” by Barbara Maiser.

For more information about the Connecticut
Watercolor Society, visit www.connecticutwa-
tercolorsociety.com.

And for more information on Marlborough

5%

ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
i)

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 10/16/2025.

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out
Catering « Gift Certificates

The Connecticut Watercolor Society’s
annual juried show runs at Marlborough
Arts Center through Sunday, Oct. 5. Pic-
tured is the first-place winner, “Glouces-
ter Rocks,” by Andy Yelenak.

Arts Center, visit www.marlborougharts.org,
call 860-467-6353 or email info@marlbor-
ougharts.org.

OFF

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860'537'6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues-Thur 11:00AM-9:30PM « Fri-Sun 11:00amM-10:00pM « Closed Monday
www.ichibancolchester.com

Local Home Destroyed in Fire
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A fire Sunday left a home on Isleib Road heav1ly damaged. The residence has been

deemed a total loss.

staying with relatives. Joe Asklar shared that
the homeowner’s wife was due to give birth this
week to a baby girl - according to Facebook
posts, she delivered a healthy baby earlier this
week - and that community members have
started to come together to provide funds and
donations to help in the family’s recovery.

There were no injuries; however, the house
was deemed a total loss.

“This really shows how serious this is because
of the lithium batteries,” Joe Asklar said. “They
do catch on fire and they do explode. They are
very, very dangerous.”

Safety Tips: Preventing
Lithium Battery Fires

Joe Asklar stressed the importance of han-
dling lithium batteries with care, especially as
they age. Below are some precautions recom-
mended for homeowners to follow:

Charge on a non-combustable surface - Use

metal, concrete or a fire-resistant container.
Never leave the battery on carpet, wood or in-
side a closet.

Never leave batteries unattended - Stay near-
by when theyre in use, and avoid overnight
charging.

Watch for warning signs — If a battery swells,
leaks or makes popping sounds, stop using it
immediately.

Use the proper charger — Only charge bat-
teries with the charger for which they were de-
signed. Using a third-party charger increases
chances of risk of fire.

According to the National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA), lithium ion batteries should
not be disposed of with household trash or in
regular recycling bins. “Recycle your device or
battery at a safe battery recycling location,” the
association states. “Visit call2recycle.org to find
a recycling spot near you”

Buy One Chalin,
Get One Y2 Price!

Higher price prevails. Limit 10 per customer.

120 Linwood Avenue, Colchester
860-537-3431 « 1-800-545-GANO

Visit us online at www.ganos.com
Monday - Friday 8:00 - 6:00 ¢ Saturday 8:00 - 5:00
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether its across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!

A\ BEman ' , _ The Luck of the Irish!... Jim and Shari Holmes of Hebron recently returned to the
V oot _ . heart-shaped lake in the Wicklow Mountains of Ireland hoping to get a view. This is
I vereast | T : : the spot where Jim proposed to Shari last year, but they had no view of the lake. “The

_ News BI{“_?“ A WM luck of the Irish was with us this time!” Jim says.

Climb Every Mountain... Charlotte Minnick of East Hampton and her boyfriend,
Brayden Kramer, recently traveled to White Mountain National Forest in New Hamp-
shire and climbed Mt. Jackson. Here is a picture they took with the Rivereast from
4,000 feet up!

Iceland Adventures... Marcus, Adrienne and Mir Clements recently returned from
astay in Iceland, which they said was fabulous! They’re shown here in front of Skoga-

On the Cape - North Cape, That Is... Todd Garabedian and Carolyn Teschke recently ~ foss waterfall in southern Iceland. Besides seeing multiple stunning waterfalls, they
took a cruise along the coast of Norway. During the trip, they visited Nordkapp, or  visited Snzfellsjokull and Thingvellir national parks, saw a geyser erupt, walked on
North Cape, above the Arctic Circle. At 71°1021" N, it is the northernmost point of  volcanic black sand beaches, saw nesting puffins, visited where the North American
the European continent, and approximately 1300 miles from the North Pole. and Eurasian tectonic plates meet, and swam in the geothermal pools.

Going on a trip?

r
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CAR]T

o Submit your travel photo holding the
l Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win é ; -.
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if S Restaurnant

. Fine Ital; ,
To enter, email your photo and 151 Marlbf,lrf,iz & American Cuisine

5 .- h Street (Rt 6,
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com R¢66), Portland

w dz your photo is one the four entries selected! A & Lownge
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Rotary is seeking volunteers from across
the community to participate in the Rotary
Youth Exchange Program. The Rotary is look-
ing for students ages 15-18 who want to study
abroad, as well as families interested in host-
ing an exchange student here at home.

Applications are open now for both long-
term academic year exchanges and short-
term summer exchanges. Opportunities are
available in 19 European countries, six Asian
countries, seven South American countries,
as well as Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
and Mexico. The earlier you apply, the better

Foreign Exchange Program Volunteers Needed

your placement options. Learn more and ap-
ply at www.exchangestudent.org

Also, Rotary is seeking host families for
students arriving in East Hampton this year
and in both Colchester and East Hampton
in future years. Host families provide room
and board for a defined period and, in re-
turn, build a lasting bond with a student from
abroad. The host family application is always
open at www.exchangestudent.org.

For more information, email youthex-
change7980@gmail.com.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. For full
program descriptions and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Oct. 6 - Crazy Sock Day!: 9 am,,
Making Memories, Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m.,
Sittercize, Movie Time; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign;
11 a.m.-noon, fitness orientation by appoint-
ment; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, Oct. 7 - Hat Day!: 9 a.m., Making
Memories; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 11 a.m., Bacon
Athletes Visit CSC; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m.,,
Cornhole, AARP Meet the Candidates; no Bin-
go today; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, Oct. 8 - Sports Team Day!:
9 a.m., Making Memories, Walking Group;
9 am.-3 p.m., Reflexology by Appointment;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Life Review; 1
p-m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.,
Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, Oct. 9 - Tie Day!: 9 a.m., Exer-
cise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling;
11 a.m.; Yoga, Lions Club Low Vision Presen-
tation; noon, Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m.,
Chair Massage by appointment; 12:30 p.m.,
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet; 4-8 p.m.,
Wellness Nights.

Friday, Oct. 10 - Blue & Gold Day!: 9 a.m.,
Social Service Hour, Open Art Studio, Seasonal
Crafting; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Cho-
ral Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood Pressure Clinic; 11
a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Chatham Health Educa-
tion Series; noon, Tech Time with Harry; 1:15
p.m., Bingo.

Resident Participates
in Day of Service

Marissa Parola of Colchester was among
more than 360 first-year students at Em-
manuel College in Boston to participate in
the New Student Day of Service.

Rising early on the last day of summer
vacation, the students volunteered at food
shelves, homeless shelters, and other organi-
zations that meet community needs.

OF COLLHESTER

Why Buy? When You Can Rent!

Upcoming Events: AARP Meet the Candi-
dates: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 1 p.m. Come learn the
platforms and positions of local politicians run-
ning in the election this November. First Select-
man, Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, and
Board of Education seats are up for election this
year. AARP will host and moderate this event,
which is open to the public. Light refreshments
will be served.

Vaccination Clinic: Wednesday, Oct. 8, 9-11
a.m. Chatham Health and Beacon Pharmacy
are partnering to offer a vaccination clinic at the
senior center for anyone 3 years old and older.
They will offer flu, COVID-19, RSV, shingles,
and pneumococcal vaccines. Bring ID and in-
surance card. Most major insurance accepted
except VA and Hospice Insurance. No appoint-
ment is needed.

Lions Low Vision Presentation: Thursday,
Oct. 9, 11 a.m. The Lions Low Vision Center’s
mission is to provide appropriate low vision de-
vices and empower people with decreased vision
to improve their quality of life or maintain their
independence through awareness, resources,
and solutions. Lee Anderson will share how a
client can connect with the Lions and how the
process works for them to get free vision aids
that they need to maintain their independence.
This is a free program sponsored by the Com-
mission on Aging and AARP.

Fall Gnome Wreath Workshop: Thursday,
Oct. 23, 12:30 p.m. Learn to create a festive
gnome wreath for your door or wall. All sup-
plies will be provided. You must be able to use
a glue gun. The cost is $12 per person. Registra-
tion is required. Space is limited.

Unleash Your Joy Using Social Media Mind-
fully: Monday, Oct. 27, 10:30 a.m. Learn ways
to mindfully engage in social media and learn
to balance usage to add more joy into your life.
This is a free program.

Annual Halloween Pizza and Costume
Party: Friday, Oct. 31, 11:30 a.m. Engage in
traditional Halloween festivities, including a
costume parade and contest, as well as new Hal-
loween games. The festivities will be followed
by a lunch of pizza, garden salad, choice of soda
or bottled water, and delicious spooky desserts.
Costumes are encouraged but not required.
Tickets are $6 if you wear a costume and $7 if
you do not. Tickets are on sale through Friday,
Oct. 24, or until sold out.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at 60
Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Ostrout.
The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-5189 or
cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos are
at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org under
the Worship tab. Updated information is on the

church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the church
library Monday-Wednesday and Friday at noon
and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays. On Saturdays at 9:30 a.m.,
Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem Room and AA
meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through June.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Colchester Senior Center has announced a
trip coming up. Trips are available to senior
center members and their adult guests over
the age of 18. Membership is free for Col-
chester residents aged 55 and older. There is
an annual fee of $15 for seniors residing out-
side of Colchester. For more information or
to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague,
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day,
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and
meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six din-
ners). Cost is $6,499 per person for double oc-
cupancy, if booked before Feb. 26, 2026. This
is a small group tour (only 24 people in total
on the tour) so space is limited. There will be
a trip presentation at the Colchester Senior
Center on Monday, Nov. 17; no registration
required. For more information visit https://

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1346389.
Newport Playhouse - A Twisted Christ-
mas Carol: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 9:15 a.m. A Twist-
ed Christmas Carol is a Texas spoof of Charles
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. It's Christ-
mas Eve in a small west Texas town, and
cantankerous barbecue joint owner Buford
Johnson is visited in a dream by ex-business
partner Hank Walker, who takes Buford on
a journey like Scrooge’s. The cost is $160 per
person and includes a huge buffet dinner and
cabaret style performances. Space is limited.
Discover the Canadian Maritimes Coast-
al Wonders: May 23-June 2, 2026. This 11-
day, 10-night trip includes airfare, hotels and
meals (10 breakfasts, two lunches and four
dinners). Cost is $4,299 per person for dou-
ble occupancy, if booked before Nov. 23. For
more information or to register for this trip,
visit gateway.gocollette.com/link/1346736.

Youth Football Recap

The Colchester Cougars youth football
squads were again in action last weekend. Here
is how they fared:

Peewee: Fell to WPTP again this weekend,
48-12. The Peewee squad showed determina-
tion despite the disparity in squad numbers.
Braxton Engle did his interpretation of the tush
push and scored the first touchdown. Renamed
the Cougar Crash, the line showed fortitude as
WPTP subbed in their A squad to maintain the
shutout after a long run by Jacob Martin. Wil-
liam Martin, Curtiss Nichols, ZéKye Merritt,
Adam McLean, Colton Francis and Everett Opi-
to joined forces to get a good push for Engle to
score. Jacob Martin reminded WPTP of who he
was from the previous weekend, with another

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 - 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm
www.ctrentme.com

Machete Field | Stump
& Brush Mower Grinders
s/p only $259.00
only $115.00 a day

FALL LAWN CLEAN UP & REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

"1y W FEETIE R

starting at

Self-propelled
Lawn Aerators

starting at
$75.00
per day

long touchdown run. The Cougars will play
RHAM this weekend.

Micro: Lost to the Montville Wolves, 14-6.
Sullivan King was able to find the end zone be-
fore the half. Colchester is moving into the bye
week focusing on fundamentals in practice.

Juniors: Defeated the Montville Wolves,
6-0. The Colchester defense only surrendered
one first down all games as the boys were fly-
ing around and committing to tackling. The
Colchester offense only scored on one drive
but moved the ball well on several possessions
only to be denied first downs by inches at times
due to Montville’s tough defense. Most of the
Colchester yards came from Brandon Hopkins
(Running Back) and Xavier Smith (Quarter-
back). Xavier Smith ran the ball in for the lone
score of the game.

Seniors: Lost, 22-0, after another round of in-
juries. Tony Bitgood had some awesome tackles
on the defense as well as Jack Whistler. Coming
off this loss, Cougar Seniors go into their bye
week and will have extra time to heal. They will
face Plainfield in two weeks.

Holmgren Subaru &

3 New Park Ave., North Franklin, CT

(860) 889-2651 » holmgrensubaru.com
holmgren@subarumail.com

We are thrilled to announce that Paul Holden
has joined the Holmgren Subaru family!

Paul began his distinguished career in 1980, selling
Subarus with great passion. For the past 32 years, he has
been a true fixture of the Subaru brand in Southeastern
Connecticut, earning the trust of generations of customers
and consistently championing Subaru’s commitment to
community investment.

only
$120.00
per day

_ His wealth of experience, deep
' 'Ef_:) knowledge of thebrand,and unwavering
\ ==

dedication to customer care make him a

b—
REO-15-23
I

Lesco Grass Seed & Fall Fertilizer In Stock!

Bobcats ® Chippers ® Stump Grinders ® Sod Cutters
Leaf Blowers ® Tile Saws ® Excavators ® Trenchers
Air Compressors ® Log Splitters ® Compactors ® & much more

| even greater resource for our customers.
We are very lucky to have him.
Please stop by and :
join us in giving Paul
a warm welcome to
Holmgren Subaru!

RE 9-19-25
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Medium at Polish Club AARP ‘Meet the Candidates’ Forum

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South
Main St. will host medium Rebecca Anne LoCi-
cero on Saturday Oct. 4.

Doors open at 6 p.m.; be seated by 6:45 p.m.
so the show can start on time. LoCicerowill be
at the club from 7-9 p.m.

Tickets are limited, are $30 per person and
are on sale at the club.

For more information, call 860-537-2550.

CBA Haunted Hayride

The Colchester Business Association will
host a Haunted Hayride Saturday, Oct. 4,
from 5:30-9:30 p.m., at Schuster Park, 21 Mill
Hill Rd.

The family-friendly event is made possible
with the support of local sponsors and com-
munity members. Organizers expressed their
gratitude to those helping bring the tradition
to life and noted that volunteers are still be-
ing accepted. Those interested may contact
hauntedhayride25@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

The Haunted Hayride is intended to pro-
vide a fun seasonal gathering for residents of
all ages with a hayride, kids’ activities, food
trucks and more.

Colchester Group in
‘Light the Night’

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, now
known as Blood Cancer United, is organizing
its annual Light the Night Walk at Rentschler
Field on Thursday evening, Oct. 9 - and once
again, the Colchester Pavement Pounders are
participating.

With over 100 types of blood cancers, Blood
Cancer United supports lifesaving and innova-
tive research, provides financial assistance for
patients, and advocates for patients and their
families. This is the third year for the Colchester
Pavement Pounders team, and all residents are
welcome to join. If the group raises more than
$5,000 by Oct. 9, Colchester has a chance to be
featured in USA Today.

To donate, visit tinyurl.com/3v39vahw.

Community Banking (ives Here™

Vendors Sought
for Fall Market

Colchester Federated Churchs annual
Fall Market is coming up on Nov. 1, from
10 am.-2 p.m. This fair showcases local
crafters, vendors, farmers and more.

If you would like a table at the fair to sell
your goods, reach out to Renee Misbach at
rouillette0l @snet.net for more informa-
tion. Spaces are filling up quickly.

Community Convo
with Dennler

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, who is run-
ning for reelection in November, will host a
community conversation at Oz N Bones BBQ,
43 Hayward Ave., on Thursday, Oct. 9, from 6-8
p.m.

This is an opportunity for all to meet Dennler,
ask questions, and share ideas about how he can
keep Colchester moving forward. Dennler will
be joined by other Democratic candidates.

All are welcome to stop in.

Driveway Need Help?

— Driveway Replacement Specialist —

* Fast Dependable Service
* Experienced Staff
» Competitive Pricing

Driveways e Parking Lots

INC.

860-633-4554

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

EST. 1869 | MEMBER FDIC

dime-bank.com * §60.859.9300 - BB O ©

FREE ESTIMATES

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Manchester
299 Middle Turnpike West

The Colchester-area chapter 4019 of AARP
will hold its annual “Meet the Candidates” fo-
rum Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 1:30 p.m., at the Col-
chester Senior Center, located at 15 Louis Lane.

Candidates from both parties running for
first selectman, Board of Selectman, Board of
Finance, and Board of Education in Colchester
have been invited to attend.

Pumpkins & Pooches

is Saturday!

Pumpkins & Pooches, hosted by the Colches-
ter Dog Park, will be held Oct. 4, from 1-4:30
p-m., at Hop Culture Farms & Brew Co., 144
Cato Corner Rd. All are invited - including dogs!

There will be pet-related vendors, raftles, treat
bag decorating, and other activities for the kids -
all while supplies last. There will be dog costume
contests at 3 p.m. Categories are: Cutest, Spooki-
est, Best Duo/Group, Most Original, and Most
Creative.

Dogs must be vaccinated and on leashes. No
retractable leashes please. Also, organizers are
still accepting pet related vendors. Contact tag-
nobark@gmail.com for info.

Board members will meet at 12:30 p.m., with
the general membership gathering at 1 p.m. All
AARP members are encouraged to bring food
for the refreshments table to share. Socializing
and coffee time will go from 1-1:30 p.m.

All Colchester-area seniors are encouraged to
attend this free gathering and also learn more
about the local AARP chapter.

It’s Shoebox Season!

All are invited to pack a shoebox for Operation
Christmas Child - and shoeboxes are now avail-
able in Colchester.

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Sa-
maritans Purse, an international relief organiza-
tion. Its mission is to collect shoeboxes filled with
small toys, hygiene items and school supplies and
send them across the world to needy children af-
fected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine
and disease.

Empty shoeboxes will be available for pickup
at Abundant Life Church, 85 Skinner Rd. Pick-up
and drop-off of Items will be Sundays, 1-3 p.m.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-3082.

g e

Roadways

Satisfyij
All of YoquY'Fr’]a?ving
Needs in Glastonbury!
Celebratin,
52 YEARS of
Quality Servicel
~SINCE 1973 —

GLASTONBURY, CT

RE7-3-25
CT LIC. #0556808 — FULLY INSURED e

* 401K Rollovers

* Fixed-Indexed Annuities

* Whole Universal Life

* Long Term Care Coverage

* Retirement Solutions & Strategies

Eric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER

860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

| ]
ﬂ Sevenwood Financial Services, LLc.

4.00% APY"?

DimePrime? and Business Checking customers
can receive an extra 0.20% APY on all qualifying
CDs upon request!

Colchester

139 South Main Street

1. Annual Percentage Yield. Rate Effective 09/29/2025. Available to consumer and commercial customers. Consumer customers must have a Dime Checking Account. Commercial customers
must have a Dime Business Checking Account. Not available for retirement funds. Offer subject to change without notice. Requires $5,000 minimum deposit to open. Must maintain a
positive balance to earn APY. Fees may reduce earnings.

2. Available to personal depositors only. DimePrime Checking requires $1,000 minimum deposit to open and has a $20 monthl?/ maintenance fee unless customer has a combined average
monthly balance of $15,000 in consumér checking and savings account, or an outstanding consumer and/or residential loan balances of $150,000. Customers with an active DimePrime
Checking Account at the time of account opening may receive .20% APY increase on eligible CDs upon request.

Vernon

135 Talcottville Road

Glastonbury

1009 Hebron Avenue

RE 10-3-25
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Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday/Bible School: two classes,
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. prayer meetings — Thursdays, 10 a.m.

and Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets once
per month on Saturday mornings.

The church also has many other things to of-
fer. Unless otherwise noted, all groups/studies
are held at the church. Call the church office for
more info on the groups.

For more information, call the church office
at 860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com.

Upcoming Programs at Library

Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-
wood Ave., has announced the following pro-
grams. For full descriptions, call 860-537-5752
(Adult Department), 860-537-7201 (Children’s
Department), or visit www.craginlibrary.org.
Registration is required for all programs un-
less noted. All programs are free and sponsored
by Friends of Cragin Memorial Library.

Fall Storytime Session: Runs through Nov.
20. Mondays: Mother Goose Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Ages 2 - 5; Tuesdays: Play With Me, 10:30
a.m. (5 Sessions run 10/21-11/18, no program
11/11), Ages 12 - 36 months; Lego/Duplo Chal-

City Fish for all your seafood needs!
The Freshest Seafood in CT!

YOUR'DAILY{DOSEJOF.VITANVMIN/SEA!

- Stuffed Clams « Stuffed
Shrlmp * Salmon Burgers

FOR THE GRILL:

Seasomngs » Marinades

°ﬂﬁ%§!§'§&

Sun Closed
884 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield | 860.522.3129

lenges, 6 p.m., family program - no registration
required; Wednesdays: Baby Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Ages up to 12 months; Thursdays: Tod-
dler Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Ages 3 — 5; Story &
a Craft, 5 p.m., for children and their caregiv-
ers -- no registration required; Fridays: Sensory
Table (Runs year-round regardless of storytime
sessions), 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Teen Subscription Book Boxes: First Mon-
day of the month. Registration is required. For
those going into grades 6-12. Stop by the Adult
Circulation Desk or call 860-537-5752 to regis-
ter.

Sun & Mon Closed

Scouts BSA is the new name for the tra-
ditional Boy Scouting program for boys and
now girls aged 11-17 years old - and there are
several local opportunities available.

There are three Scouts BSA units in Col-
chester: Troop 72, Troop 13 and Troop 109.
The sponsor organization and the meeting
nights are as follows:

Troop 72 meets at Colchester Federated
Church, 60 Main St., on Mondays at 7 p.m.;

Scouting Options Available

contact Al Letendre at letendrej@sbcglobal.
net or 860-917-8391 for more information.
Troop 13 meets at St. Andrew Church, 128
Norwich Ave., on Mondays at 7 p.m.; contact
Brian Marburger brian.marburger@comcast.
net or 860-917-5896 for more information.
Troop 109 meets at Westchester Congrega-
tional Church, 95 Cemetery Rd., on Tuesdays
at 7 p.m.; contact Jessica Cusano at jessicacu-
sano@gmail.com for more information.

Colchester Fire & EMS Open House

All are invited to the Colchester Fire & EMS
Open House Sunday, Oct. 5, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Come on down and meet your local firefighters
and EMS providers. Check out our equipment,
fire prevention and safety information, and the
headquarters station.

Among the many events and activities will be:
Vehicle Extrication Demonstration; Fire Extin-
guisher Training & Demonstration; Firefighter
Gear Try On; Antique Fire Truck Rides to the
fire museum; Blood Pressure Screenings & Am-

bulance Tour; Touch-a-Truck; Smokey Bear
Visit; Gator UTV & Marine Units on Display;
CPR/Lucas Device Demonstration; Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection
demonstrations.

Fire safety and prevention information will
also be available.

Also, hot dogs will available for lunch (while
supplies last), and the Fire Museum at 100
South Main St. will be open for tours.

15% OFF |

Retail Purchases Only |

Valid for Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. 1

’-1 Advertised and unadvertised in-store specials 1
4 excluded from discount. Exp. 10/22/25. |

ALITTLE PARTY NEVER KILLED NOBODY

Prohibition Era!
Step back in time:

Saturday, October 4"

(7:30=10:30'PM)
at Terrazza.
Dance the night away with Downtown 6 Band live
Dress to-impress -
Prize awaits the-best costumes!

$15 cover charge —
waived if you dine with us first.

Book your spot now:
terrazzact.com/product/roaring-20s-party

CIT10-2-25

PLAYHOUSES

10x14 Carefree Saltbox

now $6995!
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GAZEBOS

vow $12,995!

8x12 Carefree Vinyl A-Roof

14x24 Carefree Vinyl Garage

p&\E FR

o Ao

with loft!

Now $4795!

Or choose
from
over 100
In-Stock Units
for prompt
delivery

12x16 Carefree Vinyl Cottage

now $8495!

FRRAZZA

falamtsl 17 cm
RD.,
9 ROSE HILL
PORTLAND, CT 06480
(860) 788-3658

S39VHVH

GOODOLETO M. S

STATEJEWELRY GOLD « ANTIQUES « COIN

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$3$ on the spot!

JUnliNdNd 0ILvVd

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

1979 -2025

SMALL BUILDINGS xor 1o s comsmen

Colchester 860 267-7600

46 Years of Building Quality!

Clinton 860 664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden CGenter, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

For Example: 10x16 Run-In

$6‘ now $6995!

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

Collectible Coins

SY10dNn3d

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108
Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015

Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm
Saturday’s 9-4

CIT9-25-25

C|T9-18-25I
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CBA Monthly
Dinner Meeting

The Colchester Business Association will
hold its monthly dinner meeting Tuesday,
Oct. 7, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the St. Joseph’s
Polish Club.

Local candidates for office will be in atten-
dance, and the meeting is open to the public.
More information is available at colchester-
cba.com or on the association’s Facebook

page.

Ahavath Achim Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on
Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom.

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud
at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.

Ham and Bean Dinner
Oct. 4

Westchester Congregational Church in Col-
chester will host a takeout-only Ham and Bean
Dinner on Saturday, Oct. 4, from 4 to 6 p.m., at
98 Cemetery Rd. in Colchester.

For $17, you will receive a dinner of church-
made baked ham and beans, coleslaw, and more.
No advance orders or reservations needed.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the
livestream. For more information, call Pastor
Don Rivers - the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with
Jesus, Inc.” — at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Bible Study Wrapping Up: A six-week
Bible study on Tuesdays for men and women:
“Changing the Way People Study God’s Word”
will conclude Oct. 7, from 10 a.m.-noon. In-
structor is Kevin Baldwin, and the book of the
Bible is 2 Timothy.

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Gourse Menu Offering on
Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM —

APPETIZERS

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce
PASTA GOURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad
DINNER CHOICES

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz

860-682-5509

Locally Owned & Operated * Licensed & Insured

REMODELING CONTRACTORS

WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS
KITCHENS & BATHS
SIDING & ROOFING

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers crackers in a brown cognac sauce

Ghicken Marsala Sauteed with
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - /sk your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single - Served Every Friday and Saturday
DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!  Happy Hour Bar Only

(H. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

0';' Wellness Visits

&9’ Urgent Care

MONDAY - FRIDAY B6AM-BPM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

&8’ Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

RE11-29-24

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \

HealthCare
Associates

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

RE6-14-24

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE
Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

o Gy

ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

CAMPAGNA g

Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with

Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing

I | CIT8-28-25

**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

RE5-30-25

Haddam Historical Society
In Partnership With Goosefare Antiques & Promotions

s Presents smmmmmmmmmminy
Antiques Sale & Historic Preservation Fair

Oct. 11, I0am—5pm _g#7gRr 5%, Oct. 12, Ilam—4pm
HK Intermediate/Middle School £, Q\ L 4<( )\ | Tickets & Information:
451 Route 81, Killingworth O e NN a i www.haddambhistory.org
CONNECTICUT DEALERS ANTIQUES MASSACHUSETTS CONT.’D
Chester Cwilichoski DocEngine
Hanes & Ruskin SHOW Garvey Rita Art & Antiques
Nathan Liverant & Son o ) Gregory Lovell Antiques
New England Home Antiques oz AND Holly Kahn Antiques
Palisades Trading Co HISTORIC MG Art & Antiques
Sasha’s Antiques PRESERVATION Rona Andrews Antiques

The Victorian Up Your Attic Antiques
Tucker Frey Antiques

NEW YORK DEALERS
W.S. Korzick Antiques

Willow Springs Perennial
Witt’s End Antiques

FAIR

MAINE DEALERS
Goosefare Antiques

. S g OTHERS
Martin J. Ferrick Antiques

Jane Langol Antiques, OH
Lisa McAllister, MD
Marvin Wies Folk Art & Antiques, MD
Randi Ona Antiques, NJ
Richard Lawrence Greene, RI
Richard Mori Books, NH

MASSACHUSETTS DEALERS
Broderick Antiques

Captain’s Quarters
Dark Flowers Antiques
David & Donna Kmetz

Save $1 on admission with this ad o

Goosefare Antiques & Promotions John & Elizabeth DeSimone, (800) 641-6908, goosefare@gwi.net

CIT10-2-25
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Decades of Impact Gala

Tickets are now available for Historic Bacon
Academy’s Decades of Impact Gala.

Pull out your poodle skirts and bobby socks,
bell-bottoms and tie-dye tops, acid wash jeans
and shoulder pads, or even your parachute
pants — and join the Trustees of Bacon Acad-
emy to celebrate the start of the preservation
and restoration of the iconic landmark school
building!

The Decades of Impact Gala will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 18, from 7-10 p.m., at St. Joseph’s
Polish Club in Colchester.

The evening will feature music from across
the generations, hors doeuvres and desserts, si-
lent auction baskets, and a reverse raffle. Guests
are encouraged to come dressed in outfits that
reflect their favorite decade.

All proceeds from ticket sales will go directly
to restoration efforts of Historic Bacon Acad-

emy, thanks to such sponsors as Gano's Power
Equipment, Inishmor, Carefree Small Build-
ings, and Liverant & Sons Antiques.

Tickets are $50 per person or $85 for two, and
include two drink tickets, hors doeuvres, des-
sert, and dancing. Purchase your tickets online
by visiting www.baconacademytrustees.org or
by emailing sandybaconacademy@gmail.com
or calling 860-964-3486. This event is expected
to sell out, organizers said.

Fall Book and Bake Sale

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will
hold its Fall Book and Bake Sale at Cragin Me-
morial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., from Oct. 3-8.

The sale begins Friday, Oct. 3, from 4-7 p.m.,
with a pre-sale admission of $5 to pick the
“cream of the crop.” The sale continues with no
admission charge on Saturday, Oct. 4, from 10
a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 5, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.;
and Monday through Wednesday, Oct. 6-8, dur-
ing regular library hours. Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday are also the $5 special days - fill a
box or bag for only $5.

Pick up your winter reading selections and
gifts for the family - including puzzles perfect
for a snow day. All children’s, teen, and young

GERMAN SPECIALS FOR LUNCH AND DINNER!

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

Bulk Top Soil, Compost,

Mulch, Stone & Sand
- DELIVERY AVAILABLE -

109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 * Credit Cards Accepted
www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

20% OFF

Perennials
& Shrubs

RE9-29-23
S——

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT ¢ BAKERY

and, Patie!

PRACTICE YOUR GERMAN

First the Oktoberfest Biers start showing up, like
Spaten, Victory Festbier, and Sam Adams Octoberfest.
And now the Oktoberfest Menu is in full swing with
Sauerbraten, Wiener Schnitzel, Holstein Schnitzel,

Knockwurst and Bratwurst, and Kassler Rippchen.

George M. Mantikas, DMD

"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers ¢ Crowns ® Bridges
Dentures ¢ Extractions
Root Canals ¢ Laser Dentistry

142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
www.drmantikas.com ¢ 860-267-6666

RE11-5-21

FALL IS OFFICIALLY HERE!

When you’re out raking the fall leaves,
have your septic tank cleaned, too!

If you haven’t cleaned your septic

61 north main street, marlborough 8602950006

tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS.COM

And there's Borscht and Potato Pancakes, too!

So come practice your german fare during Oktoberfest
at Sadler's! Our regular menu is still available, too.

RE10-3-25

adult books are 25 cents each.

There will be a variety of books, even large
print books and books on tape. There will also
be music, movies, puzzles and games. Baked
goods for sale will be individually wrapped for
safety.

All proceeds benefit programs funded by the
Friends. These programs include, but are not
limited to, museum passes, adult programs,
children’ programs, summer reading programs,
and other materials to benefit patrons of Cragin
Memorial Library.

For more information, contact Noreen Bibee,
president of FCML, at noreenbibee@gmail.com.

Ladies Guild

Christmas Fair

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild will hold
its annual Christmas Fair Saturday, Nov. 8,
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at the church, 128 Nor-
wich Ave.

All are invited to a festive day of holiday
shopping and cheer. Included will be home-
made baked goods, handcrafted items,
Christmas treasures, a variety of raffle priz-
es, and various local vendors.

Lunch will be available for purchase from
11 am.-2 p.m.

People

owering People

The Col aborative for Colchesters Chil-
dren will offer the University of Connecticut’s
People Empowering People (PEP) program on
Wednesday mornings from Oct. 8-Dec. 17.

This free 10-week course is an innovative per-
sonal and family development program with a
strong community focus, which is designed to
build on the unique strengths and life experi-
ences of the participants by engaging in pro-
found discussion and self-discovery. PEP em-
phasizes the connection between individual and
community action.

The class will take place at Colchester El-
ementary School and free childcare is available
for participants. To learn more, and to register,
go to ColchesterC3.org

LEGACY
PARTNERS

MS. REALTY

artford, CT 06107

Trustworthy
Excellent service
Exceptional results
20 yrs of Exerience
Proven track record

No Obligation Consultations -

Representing Sellers & Buyers -

Your Professional Local
Eeal Sstate %;Muf./

| Am Ready To Help
You Achieve Your

Real Estate Goals In
Today’s Market!!!

2 Josh “
5 Star Service Brown
- S 860-328-0166 ~

\ = Sl . joshbrown@kw.com

Serving all of CT

Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

CALL TODAY!

tank in two years now is the t|me

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

4 LOCAL OFFICES

100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS ;
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY .. __=

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

REALTOR

Suburban Sanitation Service
80 MIDDLETOWN AVENUE « EAST HAMPTON, CT

(860) 267-6102

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY




NEWS BULLETIN « October 3, 2025

Page 23

Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester ¢ Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester

Collecting for New Mothers in Need

Knights of Columbus Spellman Council
6107s initiative Aid and Support After Pregnan-
cy (ASAP) runs from Oct. 11-28. The Knights
will collect supplies for new mothers in need.

New and gently-used items for babies from
birth to age 1 will be collected. Some suggested
items include: diapers, formula, clothing, wipes,
and toys.

Donation containers will be placed in the ves-
tibule of the church and at the handicapped-ac-

Community Baby Shower

The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children
(C3) will host a free Community Baby Shower
for Colchester residents who are expecting,
or have an infant up to three months old, on
Thursday, Oct. 23, from 6-7:30 p.m., at Cragin
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave.

The event will include free gifts, commu-
nity resources, refreshments and games. Fami-
lies should register at ColchesterC3.org.

Air Line Trail
Toastmasters

The Air Line Trail Toastmasters Club meets
the second and fourth Thursday of each month,
from 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall, 127 Norwich
Ave., or via Zoom.

Discover the art of communication and lead-
ership with the Toastmasters program.

The club thanked all for attending the Sept.
25 open house. For more information (includ-
ing the Zoom link), email contact-6976@toast-
mastersclubs.org. The club can also be found at
airlinetrail.toastmastersclubs.org.

cessible entrance. Monetary donations are also
appreciated and those checks should be made
to KofC Council 6107 and clearly marked for
ASAP.

The checks can be given to a member of the
Council or mailed to KofC Council 6107, P.O.
Box 46, Colchester, CT 06415. The Knights
thanked all in advance for continuing Blessed
Michael McGivney’s legacy of being there for
families in need.

Colchester History
Museum Open Weekly

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The museum, located
at 24 Linwood Ave., will be open through Dec.
28. All are welcome.

The museum is free and offers both perma-
nent and special exhibits all highlighting the
people and events in Colchester’s history. The
museum offers guided and self-guided tours.

For more information, contact the Colchester
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org
or 860 537-3240.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story  Cover Story « Cover Story  Cover

* Gildersleeve Elementary, cont. from page 1
ersleeve, and also credited the school for its
considerable gains in chronic absenteeism rates,
which improved from 13.3% in 2021-2022 to
3% in 2023-2024.

On a related note, the school was commend-
ed for “tend[ing] to the social-emotional devel-
opment of their students” with whole-school
social-emotional learning (SEL) assemblies and
classroom lessons focused on monthly SEL top-
ics.

Gildersleeve Principal Tracey Graf said she
was proud of her entire school community, in-
cluding both the staff and the students.

“What makes Gildersleeve so special is that
our entire staff embraces a ‘whatever it takes’

“When school is a fun place to be;” he wrote
in an email, “students don’t want to miss school.”

Graf said she, like Britton, was disappointed
when she heard the national program was end-
ing. She added that while the state award pro-
vided some consolation, parts of the national
honor are irreplaceable, among them the tradi-
tional event for honorees in Washington, D.C,,
where school leaders from around the country
would have had a chance to meet, network, ex-
change ideas and talk about what has worked
for them in their communities.

Instead, Graf, along with Britton and Ryan
Walstrom, who was principal of Gildersleeve
when the school applied for the grant that en-

Biking Scouts... Colchester Scouts BSA Troops 72 and 109 took a bike hike on
the Air Line Trail on Sept. 16. Pictured are scouts preparing to ride.

Election Day is Coming

Voting in the Nov. 4 municipal election will
begin soon, so there is some information the
town clerK’s office is passing along.

Registration: All U.S. citizens who are reg-
istered can participate in voting. To register
or to check your voter registration status, visit
tinyurl.com/zs2k9vy8. ID requirements are at
tinyurl.com/2y5zmcc8.

Oct. 17 is the last day to register, both in per-
son and by mail. The registrar of voters will be
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. for in-person reg-
istration. All mail-in voter registration applica-
tions must be received or postmarked by this
date in order to be accepted. The Online Voter
Registration System will also close on this date
at 11:59 p.m.

Same-day registration (SDR) will also be
available at the early voting location during the
early voting period (Oct. 20-Nov. 2).

Nov. 3 is the deadline for admitting those
seeking to vote in the election whose qualifica-
tion as to age, citizenship, or residence was at-
tained on or after Oct. 17. The registrar of vot-
ers and town clerk’s office will be open that day

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

On Nov. 4, SDR will be available at Town Hall
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Voting Locations: Absentee voting will take
place Oct. 3 to Nov. 3 at the town clerks office at
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. For absentee bal-
lot information, visit tinyurl.com/m597nnxs.

Early voting will take place in Room 1 at
Town Hall from Oct. 20-Nov. 2. Hours are 10
a.m.- 6:00 p.m. Monday, Oct. 20-Monday, Oct.
27 (including Saturday and Sunday); 8 a.m.-8
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28, and Thursday, Oct. 30;
and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 29, Friday,
Oct. 31, Saturday, Nov. 1, and Sunday, Nov. 2.

On Election Day itself, Tuesday, Nov. 4, vot-
ing will take place from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. District
1 votes at Town Hall Room 1; District 2 votes
at Abundant Life Church, 85 Skinner Rd.; and
District 3 votes at Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich
Ave. SDR and voting will be in the town clerK’s
office.

For further information visit www.colches-
terct.gov or call the registrar of voters at 860-
537-7204 or the town clerk at 860-537-7215.

OBGYN & Midwifery welcomes to their practice:

Experience

the future of
OBGYN care

mindset to help every child succeed,” she said.
“Being named a Blue Ribbon School affirms the
commitment we have to ensuring all students
thrive academically, socially, and emotionally”

Graf credited part of the success to a Con-
necticut Department of Education grant that
the school received during the 2021-22 through
2023-24 school years, which enabled them to
pay for supplies, attend trainings, and perhaps
most critically, hire additional staff, including a
reading specialist and a reading and math inter-
ventionist.

Though that funding went away beginning
with the last school year, Graf said the school has
seen continued success since, and she’s hopeful
that the gains will remain. She says that class-
room teachers have really stepped up, educating

abled this success, will attend an awards recog-
nition and celebration luncheon in North Ha-
ven on Oct. 8. Graf said that, despite the smaller
scale, she is looking forward to the school being
formally recognized for all its hard work.

Britton echoed those sentiments.

“Gildersleeve’s success is a testament to what
happens when dedicated educators and engaged
families work together to support students,” said
Britton. “This award belongs to the entire Port-
land community”
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Dr. Roa Alammari ¢ Dr. Lawrence Arky
Dr. Christine Armstrong ¢ Dr. Robert Gildersleeve
Dr. Lesley Gumbs ¢ Dr. Lydia Lormand
Dr. Yvette Martas ¢ Dr. Debora Zamora
Dr. Rabale Hasan ¢ Dr. Katharine Sweeney
Virginie Eklund, CNM e Ariel Herron, CNM
Jaime Liebig, CNM ¢ Anastasia Litke, CNM
Shannon Morgan, CNM ¢ Lauren Startz, CNM
Stephanie Welsh, CNM ¢ Pamela Frappier, PA
Cory Arnold, APRN
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121 Broadway, Suite 2 21 Ledgebrook Drive
Colchester Mansfield

388 West Center Street 394 West Center Street
Manchester Manchester

%

Starr, who Graf said was instrumental in lower-
ing the school’s chronic absenteeism numbers.
Starr himself said that the accomplishment was
a team effort from a “Blue Ribbon Staff” that
worked collaboratively with students and fami-
lies to create a positive school climate.

Day & Evening Hours:
« East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization E
« East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed; e
socialization; medical & placement teams

“PET OF THE WEEK"

Meet Missy! She is a 7 month | Horchata, 4mths, was
old Shih Tzu/Yorkshire Terrier | born on Cinco de Mayo,
mix. Missy is an active, fun | so she and her siblings were
loving puppy that will excel | named accordingly. The
P4 getting out in the world. Missy | whole litter has been an
is not a confident fan of other | absolute joy for their foster
dogs currently (she has never | home. They are equal
| been socialized), so we are | parts fun and cuddly - one
seeking an only pet home at | moment excitedly flinging
this moment.  As a puppy | themselves through the air
with proper slow introductions | after a wand toy and the next loudly purring in a cuddle
| through multiple doggy meet | puddle. Horchata is an adventurous soul. She and her
and greets or doggy daycare, | sister Margarita were the first to want to explore the
she will most likely become the belle of the ball with canine | world outside of their foster room. She will play with any
friends! Missy will do well with older children 10 years and | toy you toss or roll her way. She loves pets and soaks up
older (foster tested and approved!). attention like a sponge.

FOR MORE INFO ON ADOPTING CATS 0R DOGS, cALL 860-569-0722 @ &N
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722 0L
Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118
A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, WWW.POAINC.0RE

rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Womens Health  oucyn and midwitery [

Connecticut of Connecticut
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By Josh Howard

Playing on an ideal early autumn evening at
Weaver High School, Cromwell/Portland foot-
ball rolled over Capital Prep 42-14 last Thurs-
day, Sept. 25.

The Panthers found the end zone on their
five first offensive possessions and got another
touchdown on special teams, improving to 3-0
overall.

Quarterback Michael Sitaro threw a pair of
touchdowns and ran for two more, while senior
Swiss army knife Tyler Cipolla tallied three to-
tal touchdowns to power a potent Panthers at-
tack that is averaging over 38 points per game
through the first three weeks of the season.

Sitaro credited the team’s offensive line, led by
senior captains Cole Leavitt and Logan Quick,
for allowing the backs and receivers to do what
they do best.

“It's all one heartbeat,” explained Sitaro, a
team captain. “We’re in sync and everything is
flowing”

After forcing a four-and-out on the open-
ing possession of the game, the Panthers made
quick work on their first offensive try, scoring in

Michael Sitaro (left) and Tyler Cipolla, nicknamed the “Two-Headed Monster”, high-
light a Cromwell/Portland offense that is averaging over 38 points per game through
the first three weeks.

five plays as Sitaro capped the drive with a 14-
yard keeper around the right end.

Sitaro then scored from a yard out to make it
14-0 with 2:42 to play in the first quarter.

Once the flood gates had opened, Cipolla
went to work on his touchdown trifecta, first
hauling in a 16-yard scoring strike with 8:30 to
play in the second quarter.

The versatile athlete would later add an elec-
trifying 92-yard kick return touchdown late in
the half and score on a four-yard rushing touch-
down on the opening possession of the second
half.

“I like doing as much as I can for the team,”
noted Cipolla, a returning all-conference selec-
tion. “Ilove being out there all the time and hav-
ing that big role”

A Sitaro to Zhyair Brown scoring strike on
a perfectly executed back-shoulder connection
completed the scoring output for the Panthers,
who put a season-high in points during the
blowout victory.

Whether it is through the air or on the
ground, Sitaro said he has settled into the start-
ing role in his first season at the helm, noting,
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Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;
Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

Panthers Football Pounds Prep

Sophomore wide receiver Xavier Hodge runs in the

peﬁ field after catchin a ss

during the Panthers 42-14 win over Capital Prep last Thursday.

“T'll do whatever I need to do to get the win and
whatever coach needs me to do”

Along with singing the praises of his offense,
C/P head coach Sal Morello credited his defense
with limiting the Trailblazers offense to a pair of
scores, both which came after the Panthers had
built a 28-point lead.

“I thought we tackled better. This week in
practice with emphasized tackling,” noted Mo-
rello. “We just have to keep getting better week
to week?”

Heading the defensive unit is senior captain
Brody Arsenault. In the latest win, Cipolla was
consistently in Capital Preps backfield, while
Brown made a pair of pass breakups on deep
passes and junior Mason Stachura intercepted
a pass.

Morello is in his second year back with the
program that he started shortly after the turn
of the century. He coached the program from
2001-2009, leading the program to their first
state championship trophy in 2008 — a victory
over Ansonia in the Class S title game.

Since his departure, Cromwell joined forced
with Portland in 2015 and the co-op has since
won a second state title in 2021 when they post-
ed a perfect record.

After a successful tenure coaching at Middle-
town High School, Morello returned last fall
as the Panthers won nine of 10 regular season

Wood Pellets

&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Ready for

Pick-Up or Delivery
CALL TODAY!

Portland Home

& Hardware
724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland
(860) 342-4847

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;
Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

games and made the playoffs.

C/P opened the 2025 season with a 35-14 vic-
tory over the Coginchaug/East Hampton/Hale
Ray co-op on Sept. 12 to start Morellos second
season back with the program.

Morello is now leaning on Sitaro and Cipol-
la, who North Branford head coach Anthony
Salvati referred to as a “two-headed monster”
following the Panthers back-and-forth (39-31)
victory over the Thunderbird in week two.

The veteran coach said his pair of standout
seniors are delivering on field, noting that Sitaro
is the ultimate “dual threat” quarterback, add-
ing, “We have a lot of confidence in him. We
trust him with the ball in his hands every play”

“And Tyler is such a natural athlete and is so
explosive with the ball in hands. He's a great all-
around player” Morello said of Cipolla, who is
also the team’s punter.

Following the victory, Cipolla temporarily
added another role to his resume by assisting
injured sophomore teammate Owen Pike as the
team walked through the handshake line.

Along with putting up monstrous statistics,
Sitaro and Cipolla — along with other members
of the Class of 2026 — have built a chemistry
on the field that dates back to the fourth grade.

“We've all grown up together. I can’t even
count on my hands how many champions we
got in youth,” explained Cipolla. “We're like
a family here — everyone is playing for their
brothers and it shows in games like tonight”

The Panthers will return home tonight (Fri-
day, Oct. 3) to welcome Morgan/Saybrook/
Westbrook (MSW) to Pierson Park in Cromwell
for a game at 6 p.m.

Tony Rome

Halloween Concert
for Police Union

Tony Rome with The Peacemakers will per-
form a Halloween Extravaganza at Concentric
Brewing, 91 Main St., on Saturday, Oct. 25, at 2
p.m., to benefit the Portland Police Union.

All donations can be sent to the Portland Po-
lice Union, attention Captain Scott Cunning-
ham. Costumes are optional but welcome!
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25th Annual Portland Fair Set for This Weekend

By Anne Lilburn

The Portland Agricultural Fair is celebrating
25 years in its current iteration this weekend,
and visitors can expect a mix of old favorites
and new surprises, including an adorable new
highland cow mascot whose name will be an-
nounced at the opening ceremonies on Friday.

The fair will run from Friday, Oct. 3 through
Sunday, Oct. 5, and for the second year, it will
be held at Chris Cote’s Driving Range in Port-
land. Historically, the fair had been held at the
nearby Exchange Club grounds, and Fair Trea-
surer Kim Hanna says the location change came
about by chance. A couple of years ago, she and
her husband were talking with the person who

coordinated parking for the fair each year and
she happened to lament the soggy conditions at
the old grounds.

“I said, every time we go by the driving range
I keep looking at it and going what a beautiful
fairgrounds that would be,” she said. “And he
started to laugh and he said, well here, let me
give you [driving range owner] Chris’s number’
cause he said the same thing”

This marks the second year at the new loca-
tion, which Hanna says offers a more pleasant
environment with much more room to expand
the fair and its offerings.

“Even though it's only about an eighth of

The Brownstone Quorum volunteer group
is sponsoring the Harvest Festival Farm-to-
Table Dinner fundraiser event Saturday, Oct.
25, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the Hemlock Grange
Hall, 17 Sage Hollow Rd.

The dinner will be an autumn-themed four
course menu prepared by “Sarah’s on Main”
restaurant, using fresh ingredients from local
farms and gardens. There will be live music
and door prizes as well. Tickets are $75 and
can be ordered online at brownstonequorum.

Harvest Festival Farm-to-Table Dinner

org or through a link on the Brownstone Quo-
rum Facebook page. The event flyer with the
menu can be viewed at both locations.

The purpose of this fundraiser will be the
creation of a stone monument in remem-
brance of the indigenous people known as
the Wangunks, who originally inhabited the
area along the Connecticut River where the
Portland Riverfront Park is now located. The
monument will be placed in the park open
area overlooking the river.

PHS Class of ’67 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1967 will
hold its 58th reunion the weekend of Oct. 3-5.

As it has in the past, the class is inviting other
PHS graduates to come any time after 5 p.m. on
Friday, Oct. 3, to Farrells, for a Meet-and-Greet.
This is a casual get-together where people can
catch up and share memories of their time at
PHS.

For the 1967 classmates, there will be a social
hour and dinner at Campagna on Saturday, Oct.
4, beginning at 5 p.m.; and on Sunday, Oct. 5,
the class will meet for breakfast any time after
10 a.m. at Sarah’s on Main.

For more information or questions, contact
Karen at kayo4321@hotmail.com or Bev at 949-
697-1253.

Holiday Closm§

The Portland town offices will be closed
Monday, Oct. 13, in observation of Colum-
bus Day.

Class of ‘80 Reunion

The Portland High School class of 1980 is or-
ganizing a 45th Class Reunion. It will be held
Saturday, Oct. 4, at Farrell’s Restaurant in Port-
land.

There will be food, live music and a cash bar
and tickets are $50 per person. Contact Lynne
Nursick at 860-338-4279 for more information,
or join the class Facebook page for all the de-
tails.

Free Paper-Shredding

Event

The Lower CT River Valley Council of Gov-
ernments (RiverCOG) is holding its last free
paper-shredding event of the year on Saturday,
Oct. 4, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Chester Fair
Grounds, 11 Kirtland Terrace, Chester.

This event is free to residents of the River-
COG region, which includes Portland & East
Hampton.

Please note that this event is intended for
shredding confidential papers, not for things
that can be regularly recycled such as birthday
cards, magazines, and envelopes.

Visit  www.rivercog.org/household-hazard-
ous-waste for more information.

First Congregational
Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland,
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The pastor
is Judith Cooke.

This Sunday, Oct. 5, Cooke will preach “Mus-
tard Seed Faith,” based on Luke 17:5-10.

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-
vated classroom, and the middle school class
will meet in the youth room. Infant through
pre-K children experience care as they enjoy
playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide
You the Best Dentistry

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
322 Main St., Portland, CT

(Conveniently located next to Post Office)
860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!
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a mile up the road,” she said, “it goes from
swampy to nice and hard and dry”

This year, the fair will host a lot of familiar
favorites, including carnival rides, a petting zoo,
pony rides, livestock contests, vegetable and
fruit competitions, as well as the ever-popular
tractor and truck pulls and truck mud runs.
Also new for kids this year is power wheel race
cars.

Hanna highlighted some other new events
also taking place this year, including a “trashion
show” featuring clothing made from upcycled
or recycled materials on Friday night, and the
last event in the statewide Triple Crown of Bak-
ing, where bakers had the opportunity to com-
pete in contests at three different fairs (Guilford,
Durham and Portland) in an attempt to earn the
Triple Crown Prize. At Portland, the baking as-
signment is baked apple cider donuts.

Hanna said she’s been particularly impressed
by this year’s community tent, where the fair su-
perintendent, Melissa Kelley, has added a lot of
new activities and contests, including the trash-

ion show.

“She’s really kind of made a theme in that
tent of reduce, reuse and recycle;” Hanna said of
Kelley. “Under the canned goods she’s got a sug-
gestion for apple scrap jelly, and she’s doing an
ugly food makeover where you take your ugliest
garden [crops], so decorate something ugly and
make it look good.

“And then she’s doing a trash sculpture in
there so take some old stuff that normally would
go in your recycling bin or in your garbage can
and make something out of it,” Hanna contin-
ued. “And in the youth department she’s got an
egg carton creation [contest] so she’s really put a
lot of good ideas in that tent”

Of course, the entertainment tent will be host-
ing live music and entertainment from a variety
of acts all weekend, and the fair has partnered
with Eli Cannon’s Tap Room and Concentric
Brewing as well to provide refreshments.

More information about the fair, including a
detailed schedule and ticket purchasing, can be
found on its website at www.portlandfair.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers a variety
of programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list of programs, full course descriptions
and costs, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.
com or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registra-
tion is required.

Basketball Training & Conditioning Pro-
gram: Mondays, Oct. 6-Nov. 17, 4:30-6:30 p.m.,
at Portland Middle School. Open to boys and
girls ages 11-16. Contact Parks and Rec. for fee.

Tai Chi for Long Life: At Riverfront Park
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays,
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public
School system. Registration is now open.

Pre-Season Basketball Clinics (Grades 3-6):
Friday, Nov. 7, at Portland Middle School. This
will be a 90-minute clinic led by Coach Dave
Vasquenza and the Wins for Life staff.

Rec. Basketball Clinics (Grades K-2):
Wednesdays, Dec. 3-Feb. 25, at Gildersleeve
School. This volunteer led program will intro-
duce participants to the game of basketball.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Rec. Basketball Leagues (Girls & Boys,
Grades 3-8): Players in these leagues should
expect to have one practice per weeknight start-
ing in early December and one game per week
starting in January. The majority of games will
take place on Saturdays. Games will take place
in Portland, Cromwell, East Haddam and Had-
dam-Killingworth.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle
School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

MAKE SURE YOUR VEHICLE IS
UP TO THE TASK THIS COMING
FALL SPORTS SEASON!

Stop in today for your
Free Brake Check and overall
vehicle readiness inspection!

$20.00 OFF

TIRES

Offer Ends 10/31/2025

New touchless
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

[POBRTLAND &~ &

AUTOMOTI VE. INC
Portland Automotive.com

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640
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Pastor Brings Fresh Perspective to First Church

By Anne Lilburn

First Congregational Church’s new pastor, the
Rev. Judith Cooke, said she wants people to be
as enthusiastic about church as she is — which,
incidentally, is a lot.

“God is not boring, she says. “Church
shouldn’t be either. And if we make God bor-
ing, we've got some problems. And if we make
church boring, we're going to have problems.”

Cooke was officially installed as the Set-
tled Pastor at Portland’s First Congregational
Church on Sept. 21, but she has been serving
as pastor there since last November. Since then,
Cooke has made a strong impression on her
new parish.

“Her joy in and love of her faith is evident and
infectious,” said church member Beth Gould-
Ruitto, who served on the search committee for
the church’s new pastor.

Church member Beau Doherty described
Cooke as a “cheerleader” who motivates others
to action, and he says the best proof that she is
doing her job well is that church attendance is
up, as is viewership of Sunday services on the
church’s YouTube page.

“She has the ability not to be so rooted in the
past that she can’t deliver a message that can be
used by not only people who have been at the
church for many years, but also people who just
showed up at the church,” Doherty said.

Cooke said she first felt called to her career in
high school.

Growing up with a mother who worked as
a Christian education director, Cooke said she
was often tagging along for Sundays that started
early and ended late. While she was always pas-
sionate about her faith and felt called to a min-
isterial role, being a pastor seemed like a hard
job. She wasn't sure if this was the career for her
until she got to college.

“I started shifting from, this is something I
don’t want to do, to this is something possible,

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

The Lower CT River Valley Council of Gov-
ernments (RiverCOG) is holding a collection
for household hazardous waste on Saturday,
Oct. 11, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Haddam El-
ementary School, 272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum.

This is the last collection for the 2025 season
and is free to residents of the RiverCOG region,
which includes East Hampton & Portland.

Visit  www.rivercog.org/household-hazard-
ous-waste for more information.

PHS 60th Class Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1965 is
hosting a 60th Class Reunion to reminisce
about the good old days and catch up with old
friends. The event will be held on Saturday, Oct.
11, from noon to 3 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant
in Portland.

For more information,
son06480@aol.com.

email sueander-

Samwise Barnes

Young Bowler Qualifies
for Championships

Ray’s Rebels bowler Samwise Barnes, son of
Scott and Linda Barnes of Portland, has quali-
fied and is on his way to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships.

Samwise participated in the Connecticut
Valley Travel Tournament on Sept. 14, with 10
other teammates, to compete, and only the top
bowlers will move on to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships, that are being held in Minne-
apolis this coming July 2026.

Samwise will be representing the Ray’s Reb-
els, who bowl out of Kickback ‘n Bowl in East
Hampton.

to this is something I really feel like I'm going to
do,” she said. “And I went straight to seminary
after college”

She hasn’t looked back since. Though her first
posting was in Cincinnati, Ohio, Cooke has
made most of her career in Connecticut over
the past few decades, and has served at several
congregations throughout the state, most re-
cently in North Guilford and Higganum.

Since arriving in Portland, Cooke said she’s
been impressed with her new church commu-
nity. She said she takes pride in initiatives such
as a newly formed men’s group and a Sunday
School that engages kids in age-appropriate
ways with fun activities like cooking, science
projects, art and drama activities.

Cooke added that she prides herself on keep-
ing her Sunday services entertaining for the
whole family, and even includes puppets for the
portion of the service that children attend be-
fore they leave for Sunday School.

“I have two puppets, one in particular that
I love she said. “His name is Louis. I've had
him for like 15 years, but his personality, he’s
an 8-year-old boy who thinks he knows church
better than everybody else and he gets every-
thing wrong?”

Cooke says that sometimes, the adults enjoy the
puppets just as much as the kids, and that’s OK.

“Helping people connect with God, help-
ing people experience worship in multisensory
ways instead of just being talked at,” she said, “is
important.”

Also on her list of important things is mak-
ing the church community a truly inclusive and
welcoming environment. Portland’s First Con-
gregational Church is officially an “Open and
Affirming Church” within the United Church of
Christ, a designation that distinguishes church-
es that are welcoming to those in the LGBTQ
community, but Cooke said that at First Con-
gregational, she looks to expand that spirit of
openness and inclusivity to include families and
parishioners from all walks of life.

“A lot of churches say ‘all are welcome, but
they really dont mean everyone,” she said.
“They don’'t mean the gay neighbor. They don’t
mean the divorced woman with a screaming
baby. They mean all are welcome to become like
us. And in our church, we say, no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey, you
are welcome here.

“We have single parents and divorced parents
and families with one or no parent, kids that

Trinity Episcopal News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bible
Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The Rev.
Mary Ann Osborn is the priest.

The church is open for prayer and meditation,
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m.
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions
are held at this time as well; all are welcome - no
prior beading experience required.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information, a calendar of events, to do-
nate, or to listen to past sermons. If you have
any prayer requests to lift up, email the church
office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Portland Election
Enrollment Session

The Portland registrar of voters will hold an
enrollment session at Town Hall, 33 East Main
St., on Friday, Oct. 17, from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., in
advance of the upcoming municipal election.

Residents may register to vote, and the Regis-
trar of Voters will also hear requests for adding
names to the registry list by persons removed.

Oct. 17 is also the last day to register to vote
using the Connecticut secretary of the state’s
online registration portal, at voterregistration.
ct.gov. Same-day registration will be available
during early voting, and at the polls on Nov. 4.

Quilt Guild
Meets Monthl

The Heart of the Valley/Greater Middletown
Quilt Guild welcomes new members. Meetings
are held at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of
each month at Portland Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave., from September through June.

On Thursday, Oct. 9, the guild will have a
slideshow and lecture by Barbara Chojnacki,
who will discuss value judgement in quilt-
ing. Annual dues are $25. Guests are welcome
to attend the October meeting for a $10 fee.
Additionally, a representative from New Eng-
land Sewing will attend the October meeting
to sharpen scissors (cost is $7/$8 for pinking
shears; no hairdressing scissors).

For more information, call 860-670-5351.

First Congregational Church’s new pastor, the Rev. Judith Cooke, strives to keep
her Sunday services entertaining for the whole family - and even includes puppets for
the portion of the service that children attend before they leave for Sunday School.

come with grandparents, kids that have per-
fect family lives, it seems, others that are really
struggling,” she added. “We have a variety of
economic backgrounds in our church, a range
of political beliefs, and so it’s a diverse group.”
Cooke admitted that sometimes ministering to
a diverse community can have its challenges, par-
ticularly when it comes to politics, but she said she
doesn’t shy away from challenging sermon topics,
such as racism or environmental issues. She said

she believes that churches can be a role model for
the broader community, showing that people can
come together during divisive times.

“What I focus on is everyone needs to take a
step towards the center;” Cooke said. “We need to
alllook at one another as precious children of God.
We need to accept not everyone’s going to believe
what we believe, but if we can enter into dialogue
with respect and openness and understanding,
we'll find that we agree more than we disagree”

Little League Golf Tournament

Portland Little League will hold its annual
Golf Tournament Friday, Oct. 24, at Portland
Golf Course.

This community event serves as one of the
league’s largest fundraisers, helping to keep
baseball affordable for families, maintain fields,
and support programs for local youth athletes.

The tournament will feature an 18-hole, four-
person scramble format, with registration be-
ginning at 9:30 a.m. and a shotgun start at 10:30
a.m. The $150 entry fee includes golf with a cart,
lunch on the course, and light snacks at the con-
clusion of play. The day will wrap up with raffles,
prizes, and more.

In addition to golfer registration, sponsorship

opportunities are available. A tee sign sponsor-
ship is $100; a $500 sponsorship includes the tee
sign as well as recognition on golf carts, website,
and social media; and a $1,000 sponsorship in-
cludes the tee sign, recognition, and entry for a
team of four.

The league is also accepting raffle prize do-
nations from businesses and community mem-
bers. Payments and registration can be made
online at pll-golf-tournament-2025.cheddarup.
com. Checks made payable to Portland Little
League may also be mailed to PO Box 91, Port-
land, CT 06480.

For more information, contact Kristen Furtak,
fundraising director, at ksbelieve@gmail.com.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Holiday Closing: The center will be closed
Monday, Oct. 13, for Columbus Day.

Youth Programs: Hispanic Heritage Month:
Through Oct. 15, check out the display of chil-
dren’s books by and about Hispanic and Latinx
people and grab a coloring page to complete.

Fire Truck Storytime: Saturday, Oct. 11, 11
a.m., on the Town Green. October is Fire Safety
Month. Join us for a short storytime on the Town
Green followed by a visit from Portland firefight-
ers and a fire truck. All ages welcome; no regis-
tration required for this event.

Painting with Plants: Thursday, Oct. 16, at
3:30 p.m., grades K-5, on the Town Green. Join
Portland Library and Everyone Outside for this
outdoor program. Make your own paintbrushes
by tapping on red stick dogwood until it frays
and then create masterpieces using natural mate-
rials such a pokeweed berry juice, mud and flow-
ers. Space is limited.

Family Craft Night: Ghost Portraits: Thurs-
day, Oct. 9, 6:30 p.m. Create a spooky ghost por-
trait or ghost family portrait using felt, fabric
flowers, stars, and other materials we have on
hand. Supplies provided. This activity has steps
that are appropriate for all ages, but a parent or
guardian must be with children to help with su-
pervision. Space is limited.

Cooking with Apples: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 30 and Nov. 6, for grades K-2. A staff member
from Food Explorers will teach how to create two
different apple-themed recipes during this two-
week program. Learn how to make apple fritters
and apple crumble from scratch. Space is limited.

Teen Programs: Haunted Doll Houses: Mon-
day, Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m. Students in grades 6 and up
are invited to come take traditional doll houses
and turn them into spooktacular haunted homes.
Space is limited.

Portland Halloween on Main: Friday, Oct.
24, 4:30-6:30 p.m. The Friends of the Portland
Library will be giving away books in front of the
police station again! (Contact Courtney Fitzkee
from Portland’s Youth and Family Services De-
partment at CFitzkee@portlandct.org for infor-
mation on how to sign up to have a table at this
event.)

Adult Programs: Adult Craft Night - Felted
Pumpkins: Monday, Oct. 27, 6 p.m. You'll gain
the basic skills of needle felting, walking away
with a finished piece, a foam block, needles, and
the confidence to continue your felting journey
independently. Each patron will make one felted
pumpkin. Registration opens at 10 a.m. Monday,
Oct. 6. Space is limited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Saturdays, 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience levels
are welcome. No registration required; simply
drop in.

Museum Passes: The library has two new
printable museum passes that can be checked
out. There is a family admission pass — two adults
and up to four children - to The Connecticut
Museum of Culture and History in Hartford
(www.connecticutmuseum.org), and there is a
pass to admit two adults free, with children 16
and under admitted free, to Mattatuck Museum
in Waterbury (www.mattmuseum.org).

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday,
Oct. 7,1 p.m. The Measure by Nikki Erlick will be
discussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday,
Oct 21, 1 p.m. Mother-Daughter Murder Night
by Nina Simon will be discussed. 1st Thursday
Night Book Club: Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. The Seed
Keeper by Diane Wilson will be discussed.

Movie: The screening scheduled for Wednes-
day, Oct. 8, has been cancelled.



NEWS BULLETIN « October 3, 2025

Page 27

Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland  Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland

The Friends of the Portland Library 2025
Fall Book Sale will be held Saturday, Oct. 18,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 19,
from 10 a.m. to noon.

Members of the Friends can shop early at
the Members-Only sale Friday, Oct. 17, from
3 pm. to 7 p.m. Sale patrons may become
members or renew their memberships on-
the-spot during the Friday sale time.

The sale includes thousands of books, plus

Fall Book Sale

CDs, DVDs, and puzzles for adults and chil-
dren. “Books by the Bag” is back with books
available at $10 a bag on Friday and Satur-
day, and $3 a bag on Sunday ($2 per bag for
Friends members).

All proceeds from the book sale are used to
support the library, including the many pro-
grams for all ages offered year-round and the
popular passes for free or reduced admission
at local museums.

St. Mary Church News & Notes

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at
45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited
to attend. The group meets each month on the
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall
and every fourth Tuesday in the church library

at 2 p.m. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev.
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or
to register, call 860-342-6761.

Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to the
Food Bank every other Monday; the next pan-
try visit will be Oct. 6.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 10/6: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 10/7: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. — Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Bears on a journey are seeking dona-
tions of light fleece (one yard or more) for mak-
ing teddy bears for cancer patients throughout
Connecticut. If you would like to donate, contact
860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. — for
more info, contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.
com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 sug-
gested donation (must fill out form). Menu: Poly-
nesian barbecued chicken, long grain rice, toma-
to and cucumber salad, cornbread with butter,
sliced watermelon, string cheese. Coupons for
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize,
5-6 p.m.; fee is donation to instructor.

Wednesday, 10/8: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., $5 - donation to instructor.

Thursday, 10/9: Tone & Stretch, 9:30 a.m.;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon
- cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill out
form). Menu: meatloaf with gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, steamed carrots, peach cup, milk; Mah-
jong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 10/10: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events
are free. Medicare Changes in 2026: Tues-
day, Oct. 7, 11 a.m. Learn from Mark Lee what
changes are coming to Medicare and how they
may affect you. Registration recommended.

Vaccine Clinic: Thursday, Oct. 9, 9-11 a.m.
Chatham Health partnered with Beacon Phar-
macy will be holding a vaccine clinic at the
center. Vaccines available will be various; more
details to come. Registration required.

The Heart of Health & Community Well-
ness Series: Thursday, Oct. 9. This free event
will run monthly on the second Thursday each
month. This series will include the blood pres-
sure clinic from 10:45-11:45 a.m. and Chatting
with Chatham Health wellness presentation at
11:15 a.m. The health topic for October is Al-
zheimer’s. Don't forget to sign up for the Con-
gregate Meal at noon. (Must sign up by noon
the day before to attend lunch, suggested dona-
tion of $3 for meal, must fill out form.)

Cooking for One with Marilyn: Monday,
Oct. 6, 11:45 a.m. There is a $10 fee. Registra-
tion required.

Sweet Treats and Conversation with Com-
munity Leaders: Thursday, Oct. 9, 1 p.m.
Come to the center for a sweet treat and chat

Blessing of the Animals
All are invited to Trinity Church, 345
Main St. on Sunday, Oct. 5, at 1 p.m., as the
church celebrates the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi with a Blessing of the Animals.

If it wags, purrs, swims, trots, hops,
crawls, or slithers, your pet is welcome on
the lawn to receive a blessing and a special
medal. Treats may be waiting for them, too.

with leaders of the Portland community. This
month’s community leader is Dave Kuzminski.
Registration required.

Family History FUN with Ken Doney: Fri-
day, Oct. 10, 10:30 a.m.

Holiday Closing: Tuesday, Oct. 13, for Co-
lumbus Day/Indigenous Peoples Day.

Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance:
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 1:30 p.m. Registration recom-
mended.

Walking Club: Wednesday, Oct. 15, 9 a.m.
The walk is about a mile and a half and there
is parking adjacent to the trail. The group will
meet at the trail crossing by Breezy Corners
Road.

Shopping Trip to Old Saybrook: Monday,
Oct. 20. Go to Marshalls, Home Goods and
Walmart. Leave from center at 10 a.m. Ride fee
is $5; registration required.

Live Well, Age Well - A Free Diabetes Sup-
port Group: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 1 p.m. Retired
physician Dr. Elsamma Chacko will focus on
living well with diabetes and aging in place by
bringing expert guidance and lived experience
together in a supportive setting.

Lunch at Griswold Inn: Wednesday, Oct. 22,
leave the center at noon. There is a $5 ride fee,
and you pay your own lunch. Registration re-
quired.

Live Well Workshop: Monday, Oct. 27,
2-4:30 p.m. This is the first date of a free six-
week workshop to gain the knowledge and skills
needed to live well with ongoing health condi-
tions. Connect with others weekly and explore
planning and problem solving, working with
providers, healthy lifestyle choices and more.
This workshop will run every Monday through
Dec. 1. Registration recommended.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-ac-
cessible transportation for seniors to medical
rides. The fee is $5/person round-trip. Give a
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The senior center is taking ap-
pointments for the Foot Clinic with Stacey
Cormier, RN. She will offer many services start-
ing at $35. Call to register and for more infor-
mation.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, donations should be
of food only; call the senior center to inquire
if staff is seeking medical equipment donations
at this time. Due to limited space, staff cannot
accept donations at the senior center without
prior approval by the director.

Voter Registration
and Absentee Ballots

Portland’s municipal election will be held
Tuesday, Nov. 4, at Portland Middle School.
Early voting will occur from Oct. 20 through
Nov. 2 at Town Hall.

Applications for an absentee ballot are avail-
able in the town clerK’s office. Call 860-342-6743
or stop in for details. Residents can also apply
for an absentee ballot or register to vote on the
secretary of the state’s website: portal.ct.gov/
sots.

Residents can also complete a voter registra-
tion form in the town clerk’s office. For a list of
candidates, visit the town clerK’s office or www.
portlandct.org/town-clerk.

Zion Lutheran Tag Sale, Food Drive

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., is having a tag sale and food drive Sat-
urday, Oct. 18, from 9 a.m.-noon.

Some of the items for sale include cars for
toddlers and Christmas items. An assortment of
baked goods and a lemonade stand will also be
available.

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the Sunny
Hill Preschool Scholarship Fund.

At the same time, there will be a Fill A Truck

Zion Lutheran

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Children’s Sunday School is back in
session. Classes for children ages 3 through 8th
grade meet the first and third Sunday of each
month, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. For more infor-
mation, call Sylvia LeShane at 860-342-0658.

The Adult Education group is back in session.
Episodes of The Chosen are viewed on the first
and third Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Discussions will
be held the second and fourth Sundays at 10:30
a.m. Contact the church for details.

Year-Round Giving: Church members are
collecting soup to be donated to the Amazing

food drive at Zion benefiting the Amazing
Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. This food
pantry serves eight area towns, including Port-
land.

Zion is hoping to collect 500 non-perishable
food items. If this goal is reached, there is a pos-
sibility that the Food Pantry will also receive a
check for $500.

This event will be held rain or shine.

News & Notes

Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. The pantry
serves food to over 900 families a month in eight
neighboring towns, including Portland. There is
a dire need for canned soup. All varieties except
vegetable are needed. There is a collection box
in the church.

Pull tabs are collected year-round and do-
nated to the Ronald McDonald “House that
Love Built,” supporting families with seriously
ill children. Zion recycles computer ink car-
tridges to support office supplies for Sunny Hill
Preschool and Zion.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

See More Employment, page 32

RE9-19-25

THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD SPONSOR:

HAR]EINGTON
ESTATE

L

2R

Cal GUILL

/ THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

JIM HARRINGTON

860-966-9966
JIMGHARRS.COM
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The Weekly Crossword

by Margie E. Burke

ACROSS 1 2 3 4 6 7 8 10 11 12 13
1 Battery contents (—
5 Bullets, briefly
9 Cashless deal |17 18 19
14 Source of
. 20 21 22
misery
15 Crazyasa__ -
16 Gymnast
. 28 |29
Comaneci
17 Stein fillers
18 Pastimes
20 Underwood
product
22 It may be soft or
sweet
23 Over the top
24 Money in the
bank, say
26 Windsor, for one = 50 3
27 Self-serving
acts 62 63 64
30 Wash up,
65 66 67
old-style
33 Part of F.D.R. Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate
35 Engine need
36 Flaming 2 Flower part 31 Way off 47 Finger-pointers
38 __ Lanka 3 Lacking the 32 Self-appointed 49 Wrath
39 Tube-shaped knack lawman 51 Sharp end
pasta 4 Military runaway 34 Quasimodo's 52 Regarding
41 Kind of wheels 5 More than love 53 Spotted horse
42 Slot-machine worried 37 Lodge fellows 54 Ice cream unit
fruits 6 Sundance entry 40 Sheer bliss 55 Full of oneself
45 Like many Ebay 7 Not worth 43 Justice appoint- 56 Carpet feature
items debating ed after Sonia 58 Indigent
46 Supermodel 8 "l repeat ..." 44 "Frankenstein" 60 Actress
Christie 9 Explosive initials author Charlotte
48 Type of roof 10 Poker player,
50 Optical device at times
51 Maybe 11 Some kennel Answers to Previous Crossword:
55 Inbox clogger pickups AlM[A PlAaA[R|A
57 French wars in 12 Bedrock pet R|E|C O|L|E|G
the early 1800's 13 Dawn direction c|A|C c|T|1]|C
59 Wood-finishing 19 Torch job S|T|O w O|O|D|Y
liquid 21 Chinese dynasty R A Elo[N ] INEEE
61 Nevada city 25 Word before C|O|D G S O|O|T|S
62 _ -violet gap or sign O|P|A N Cc S|S|I|A
63 Ready to serve 27 Judy Jetson's U|R|N A A T|R|Y
64 A big fan of brother RIAIC]I L P B|E|E|S
65 Gaggle group 28 Lodgepole, for TIHEV L E I IN|D|O
66 Bohemian one - B eE[r[o]s NN
67 On the peak of 29 "Call of the Wild" |[A|L|O|N SIEIF|I|R|E
DOWN 30 Follower of ojL| 1O DIEILILIS
1 Taper off Mary LIO|S|E SILIY[L]Y
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* Letters, cont. from page 7

ficer. Fellow terrorists had broken her out of prison
and helped her escape to Cuba where she lived out
the remainder of her life. The teachers union saw
fit to honor a convicted murderer while refusing
to do the same for a man whose only crime was
reaching out to those who disagreed with him.
People like our local writer need to be cognizant
that fascism is associated with Adolph Hitler, and
calling political opponents by that label dehuman-
izes them as the equivalent of Nazis and justi-
fies the killing of them as righteously expedient.
Democrats urgently need to understand that they
increasingly resemble a new Confederacy precipi-
tating an actual civil war!
Sam Prentice - Andover

Great Turnout!
To the Editor:

On Saturday, Sept. 20, the Town of Andover
held a day-long babysitter training course at the
Andover Community and Senior Center. The cost
of attendance was supplemented by the Andover
Recreation Commission. This was the center’s first
time hosting a babysitting training and I am happy
to report we had a great turnout!

Sixteen youth from Andover and surrounding
towns successfully completed the program and
earned their Red Cross certificate, valid for 10
years. Be on the lookout for these individuals for
your future sitting needs! Thank you to the parents
of these students for entrusting THEIR children to
our care for the day.

An adult other than the Red Cross instructors
was required to be present the entire time, so I per-
sonally want to also extend a special thank you to
Haley Proto, interim staff at the center, for donat-
ing hours of her personal time on a beautiful Sat-
urday to help coordinate the program. Andover is
fortunate to have both Haley and the center!

Meghan Lally
Andover Recreation Commission Member

Thiele Has Done Great Things
Dear Hebron Residents:

If you want leaders that have common sense
and determination that are also hard-working,
pragmatic, and fiscally prudent then you should
join me in reelecting Tiffany Thiele to the Hebron
Board of Selectmen. As an incumbent, Tiffany has
made a big difference by helping to shape smart,
forward-thinking policies for Hebron.

Please vote for Tiffany Thiele for Hebron Select-
man in November.

Sincerely,
David Sousa - Hebron

Note: David Sousa is vice chair of the Hebron
Planning and Zoning Commission but is writing as
an individual.

Paper Shred
To the Editor:

The Hebron Green Committee is announcing
that our annual Paper Shred event will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 15, this year, from 9 a.m. to noon,
in the south parking lot at RHAM High School in
Hebron. This event will allow you to recycle your
confidential papers safely and securely rather than
throwing them in the trash.

Itis open only to residents (no businesses) of the
RHAM towns of Hebron, Andover and Marlbor-
ough, with a limit of five boxes or bags of papers
per vehicle. We always see a huge turnout at these
events, and want to make sure that everyone can
participate who wants to. Also as in past years, we
will be collecting non-perishable food items for
donation to the local food bank, so please bring a
donation along with your papers. To ensure safety
and a smoother operation, please put all papers
and donated food in the trunk of your vehicle and
stay in the vehicle so Green Committee members
can unload. If you have any questions, please call
860-670-6334.

We look forward to seeing you at our Paper
Shred on Nov. 15!

Mike Harder
Hebron Green Committee

Cue the Paper Savings Plan!
To the Editor:

Every two years, it’s the same routine. At a town
meeting, the Republican slate said they can cut
$1.5 million from the schools. I have been hearing
promises like this at election time and in meetings
for years, and it never changes.

What also never changes are the so-called ideas.
Trim a little off supplies. Print fewer pages. Save
a few hundred dollars on toner. That sounds nice
until you remember we are still one million four
hundred ninety-nine thousand eight hundred dol-
lars short of their promise.

It gets old. If you are serious about a cut that
big, then say what it is. Are you talking about cut-
ting sports? Closing libraries? Ending foreign lan-
guage? Because teacher salaries are where the real
money is. People would have to go, and services
would be cut.

If you want to run on fiscal responsibility, then
be responsible enough to tell the truth. Otherwise,
it just feels like the same tired script every election
cycle.

John Farrell — Colchester

Supporting Pitruzzello
To the Editor:

We are endorsing Vin Pitruzzello for Board of
Selectmen in Portland because of his strong finan-
cial background and career experiences, which
have prepared him to handle the complex finan-
cial decisions our town will face. Portland is about
to take out a loan for tens of millions of dollars to
support our school consolidation initiative. Who
we choose as our elected officials matters. We trust
Vin's ability to manage our tax dollars and know
that his skills will ensure the best financial out-
comes for Portland’s future.

Let’s get Vin elected this November!

Mark and Terri Zampini - Portland

Hebron BOE Candidate
To the Editor:

As a resident of Hebron who cares deeply about
the future of our community schools, I am writ-
ing to express my strong support for Heather Pe-
tit in the upcoming Hebron Board of Education
election. With a proven track record of leader-
ship and dedication to public education, Heather
has proven she is exactly the kind of experienced,
thoughtful advocate we need guiding the future of
our school district.

Heather brings a wealth of knowledge to the
table. She has served as chair of the Hebron

Board of Education since 2018, after previously
serving as vice chair (2017-2018) as well as chair
of the Policy Committee. Her longstanding com-
mitment to our schools and students is evident in
every decision she makes.

Professionally, her background is unmatched:
she is a former teacher, former children’s policy
analyst at the Connecticut General Assembly, and
has worked in investigations at the Department of
Children and Families. She also served as an ad-
ministrative manager at UConn Health’s School of
Medicine in the Child and Family Studies Depart-
ment. Currently, she works as a grants and con-
tracts specialist at the Connecticut Department of
Administrative Services, specifically for the School
Building Construction program - directly sup-
porting infrastructure improvements.

Her policy priorities are forward-thinking and
grounded in community needs: maintaining the
high-quality programming and services our students
rely on, expanding world language and cultural stud-
ies, ensuring access to PreK for every family, and
continuing to support fair contracts for teachers and
staff. She has also advocated for additional school re-
source officers to enhance student safety and is com-
mitted to working collaboratively with town leaders
to strengthen both our schools and our community
- all while remaining fiscally responsible.

With her unmatched experience, deep under-
standing of policy, and clear vision for the future,
I believe Heather is the right choice for Hebron’s
Board of Education. I encourage my fellow Hebron
residents to join me in voting for her.

Sincerely,
Jessica Hall - Amston

DPW Questions and Concerns
To the Editor:

This is an open letter sent to the Hebron Board
of Selectmen.

I am unable to attend the Thursday night Board
of Selectmen meetings and have some questions
and concerns about a new DPW facility. I have al-
ways felt the John Horton Boulevard site was the
correct site and still do; however, I am also aware
of the politics involved. Now that you will be re-
ceiving concrete design plans and will be taking a
close look at the associated costs for an upcoming
referendum, options can be judged.

If the town develops the Old Colchester Road
site, what are the totals costs, including all of the
costs associated with temporally moving all of the
functions being conducted at the present facility,
versus the total cost of making some adjustments
to the original plan on John Horton Boulevard.

The adjustments I am thinking about are only
building DWP administrative offices and garage,
possibly the dog pound but I have concerns over
noise caused by the dogs at the John Horton site.
Leave the salt pile at the old facility. This removes
the concern over the salt pile contaminating the
aquifer. This would also lower the footprint of the
facility on John Horton. Build the facility on John
Horton first then when completed the buildings
on Old Colchester Road could be removed with-
out the expense of up to two years of townwide
trash removal or the expense of providing tempo-
rary facilities all over town or the need of having
a temporary salt pile at a site without the proper
pollution controls.

I understand that building on Old Colchester
Road will also require 2 wells and 2 septic systems.
John Horton Boulevard would need neither. The
design work already done on a new administration
facility and garage should be easily used on John
Horton Boulevard.

I would like to see a comprehensive cost benefit
analysis of the two options, comparing the total
cost of each. I suspect the difference between the
two will be in the multiple millions of dollars. If
I am right, the savings to taxpayers would be sig-
nificant and given the choice the taxpayers would
vote for the cheaper option. We would still get a
facility that would meet the needs of the town for
the foreseeable future.

Louis Palshaw - Hebron

Accountability: A Promise
To the Editor:

Another pillar of our campaign is Accountabil-
ity. To me, accountability means making sure our
schools are serving students first — not bureau-
cracy. It means holding ourselves, as future Board
of Education members, to the same high standards
we expect of teachers, administrators, and stu-
dents.

Parents should feel confident that their voices
are heard and that their concerns matter. Taxpay-
ers deserve to know their hard-earned dollars are
being spent wisely, directly improving classrooms,
teachers’ resources, and student opportunities —
not wasted at the top. Accountability is about de-
livering on promises, following through, and being
open to feedback.

This is the standard I hold myself to as a parent,
a small business owner, and a community member.
It’s the same standard I will bring to the Board of
Education.

Together with my fellow candidates, we are run-
ning to build trust, strengthen our schools, and en-
sure that every decision is made with Colchester’s
children in mind.

Sincerely,

Olivia Duksa - Colchester
Republican Candidate for
Board of Education

Community Hub for Healthy Aging
To the Editor:

At the Portland Waverly Senior Center, we be-
lieve aging is something to be celebrated, not hid-
den away. Every day we see how staying active, eat-
ing well, and connecting with others makes a real
difference in the lives of older adults.

Healthy aging isn’t about one magic solution. It’s
about supporting the whole person, body, mind,
and spirit. That's why our calendar includes every-
thing from our Senior Walking Club on the Air
Line Trail to “Cooking for One” classes with Chef
Marilyn, where members learn practical, healthy
meals tailored for their needs. We host “Sweet
Treats & Conversations with Community Leaders”
to keep members informed and connected with
the wider community, because social engagement
is just as important to health as nutrition and ex-
ercise.

We also know that transportation and isolation
remain real barriers for many older adults. That’s
why our shopping trips, community outings, and
volunteer connections matter so much. Sometimes
a ride to the grocery store or a shared lunch at the
Senior Center makes the difference between lone-
liness and a feeling of belonging.

The Portland Waverly Senior Center isn’t just
a place to gather; it's a hub for healthy aging. By
promoting wellness, supporting independence,
and creating spaces to learn and laugh together,
we help our community members live well and
age well. Aging is not about decline; it’s about pos-
sibility, and we are proud to walk alongside older
adults in Portland as they discover what healthy
aging looks like for them.

Be well and age well,

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Director & Municipal Agent
Portland Waverly Center

Marlborough ZBA
To the Editor:

My name is Bob Larson and I am the Demo-
cratic candidate for Marlborough Zoning Board
of Appeals Alternate. I am qualified to be an alter-
nate for the ZBA as I am an attorney who has dealt
with real estate matters for my clients for over forty
years. I am acquainted with the process of appeals
and the evidence that needs to be presented to the
ZBA for the ZBA to grant a variance.

The Zoning Board of Appeals among other du-
ties reviews adverse decisions from the Zoning
Enforcement Officer (CEO) regarding whether or
not an applicant can institute an improvement on
a piece of property. When an applicant disagrees
with the ZEO decision in the interpretation of the
zoning regulations, or feels the property the ap-
plicant is trying to improve has some feature that
makes it uniquely unreasonable to apply the zon-
ing regulations to the applicants property, the ap-
plicant has the ability to appeal the decision to the
ZBA.

The ZBA then examines whether or not the
ZEO correctly applied the zoning regulations,
and whether or not the property has some unique
characteristic that makes in unfair to strictly apply
the zoning regulations to the property. If the ZBA
agrees with the applicant the ZBA issues a variance
to allow the applicant to improve the property as
the applicant set forth in the applicants filings with
the ZBA, If ZBA denies the appeal, the applicant’s
recourse is to appeal to the Superior Court to over-
turn the ZBA’s decision.

I have also been on other boards and have led
several social and charitable organizations over the
years. I try to attend all the meetings of the said
organizations, as I will for the ZBA. Liz Bransfield
and Mat Wilson are running on the Democratic
ticket for full members of the ZBA and I feel privi-
leged to run with them. I hope that you will grant
me the opportunity to serve the town of Marlbor-
ough by voting for me to be on the ZBA.

Bob Larson - Marlborough

Sincere Thanks
To the Editor:

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to ev-
eryone who joined us for the Democratic Town
Committee fundraiser this past Saturday, as well as
to all who helped make the event a success. It was a
wonderful afternoon filled with community spirit,
and we are grateful for the strong show of support.

For those who may have missed it, there will be
another opportunity to meet with our Democratic
candidates on Sunday, Oct. 5, from 1-4 p.m. at
Dexter’s. We invite residents to stop by, share their
thoughts, and hear directly from the candidates,
and current elected officials, about the important
issues facing East Hampton and our vision for the
town’s future.

Karen Wanat - East Hampton

Note: Wanat is current vice chairperson of the
East Hampton Town Council but said she is speak-
ing as an individual.

Supports Gilberti
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support
for my dear friend, Gussie Gilberti, who is running
for a seat on the Colchester Board of Education.
Having known Gussie for many years, I have seen
firsthand her dedication to students and her deep
understanding of both special and general educa-
tion.

Gussie brings a wealth of experience across mul-
tiple grade levels, giving her a unique perspective
on the needs of all learners. She has consistently
demonstrated a commitment to ensuring that ev-
ery student—regardless of background or ability—
receives the high-quality education they deserve.

I am confident that Gussie will be a tremendous
asset to the Colchester Board of Education. Her
knowledge, compassion, and unwavering focus on
what is best for students make her the ideal candi-
date to help guide our district forward.

Please join me in supporting Gussie Gilberti for
the Colchester Board of Education. Our commu-
nity and our children will benefit greatly from her
leadership and expertise.

Sincerely,
Megan Roberts — Colchester
Citizen and Parent

Marlborough Needs McFarland

Dear Marlborough Residents:

It is important to have experienced members on
the Board of Selectmen. Susan McFarland brings
that experience as she retires from a distinguished
career in regulatory compliance, where she exam-
ined the impact of regulations and budgets with
depth and vigor.

It is fortunate for Marlborough that she is ready
to apply her 30 years of expertise to the decision
making process in Marlborough. While many
people retiring before 60 many choose to spend
their time traveling, playing bridge or poker, hik-
ing, marathon training, lounging, watching TV,
attending concerts, caring for grandchildren, play-
ing pickleball, Susan has chosen to include public
service. Her commitment and knowledge will be a
real asset to our community.

Susan McFarland has lived in Marlborough
for 18 years, worked for Pratt & Whitney, Sikor-
sky Aircraft, Carrier Corporation and the Barnes
Group. Susan McFarland is offering her 30 years of
experience that includes leading teams of Compli-
ance professionals, managing large programs and
budgets, and advising senior operations leaders
and boards of directors. Fortunately her work also
included Health, Safety and Environmental Affairs
with United Technologies.

Let’s vote for Susan McFarland and bring this
fresh energy and broad expertise to the Board of
Selectmen’s decision-making process.

Thank you Susan.

Respectfully,
Dianne Dunn - Marlborough

Getting The Job Done

To the Editor

East Hampton citizens know how difficult it
was to locate a suitable site and plan for a new fire-
house. Work having taken over a dozen years, the
town reached agreement with the owner to pur-
chase 11 Skinner St. The Town Council set a tenta-
tive referendum date for Sept. 23. That plan came
to a screeching halt when the Republican-majority
Board of Finance sought additional information
and assurances concerning potential environmen-
tal contamination, ultimately taking no action.

Although disappointing, especially to our
dedicated volunteer firefighters, the Town Coun-
cil was ready to act quickly and establish a new
Firehouse Site and Development Committee. As
Town Council Chairman, that responsibility fell
to me. Unfortunately, Councilman Hintz believed
otherwise and took it upon himself to propose a
resolution to establish a new Firehouse Commit-
tee. Hintz expected his draft to be taken up im-
mediately by the Council. Once again, although an
experienced councilman, he was unfamiliar with
the Town of East Hampton Town Council By-Laws
- in this instance the 2nd Reading Policy. The rest
of the Council felt it prudent to table the question
until our Sept. 23rd meeting to provide all Coun-
cil members an opportunity to study his proposal.

See Letters, page 28
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Although Hintz had provided many good points,
there were deficiencies.

The Democratic Council Majority agreed that I
would draft an alternate resolution. After initially
agreeing that a quick start to this new committee
was necessary because of the difficult task ahead
(finding a location assuming 11 Skinner St. would
not be viable), Hintz had second thoughts and felt
the new committee should not be created until af-
ter the Nov. 4th general election. Obviously politi-
cal, as he hoped his Republican colleagues became
the council majority.

I announced my intention to appoint council-
man Richard Knotek chairman of the Firehouse
Committee. He had done a fine job as chairman
of the Ambulance Task Force. His experience with
emergency ambulance service shared many similar
issues with the volunteer fire department. Knotek
would provide a steady, balanced, guiding hand
necessary to put the issue on track. Mr. Hintz was
adamantly against this.

Another major difference extended the commit-
tee to report its recommendations in a year as op-
posed to six months. Considering the difficulties
expected, it was clearly an inadequate expectation.
We also want the committee to be balanced by po-
litical affiliation, members knowledgeable in fire
and emergency response, and community mem-
bers who will provide transparency, asking tough
questions.

Dean Markham, Chair
East Hampton Town Council

I Ain’t Subtle
To the Editor:

Hello. I am Ken Hjulstrom and I am a candidate
for Marlborough’s Board of Finance.

Previously, I served on the Board of Finance
from 2011 to 2023, as well as previous years on the
Board of Education and Board of Assessment Ap-
peals. During those years I developed a reputation
as being anything but subtle. I believe that anyone
who serves on a town board or commission needs
to ask questions and require information prior to
making any decision that results in the spending of
your hard-earned money.

I was often the sole NO vote when it came to ap-
proval of a budget or expenditure. In order to get
my approval, I need to know why we are spending
money and see justification for the amount being
requested.

Far too often we see tax money being spent on
items and projects that simply don’t make sense or
for which the cost seems unreasonable. I promise
that I will continue to be that questioning voice on
our Board of Finance when the Board of Select-
men or Board of Education put forth budgets or
ask for money for some special project. I don’t see
that as “nitpicking” I see it as being a responsible
representative of the public and as my duty to the
townspeople and business owners in our commu-
nity.

I would urge you to take a close look at other
candidates as well. A lot of them may throw out
platitudes calling for “transparency” and other
well-worn promises. But do those promises align
with their past actions or those of their party?

Please evaluate the various candidates and make
your votes count on Nov. 4th.

Ken Hjulstrom - Marlborough

The Truth Behind the Smile
To the Editor:

This is not a letter I ever imagined writing. But
silence, in the face of dishonesty, is a kind of per-
mission — and I will not give mine.

When I met John and his wife, I looked up to
them. They were kind, welcoming, and warm.
They invited me to church, into their home, and
into what I thought was friendship. I trusted them
deeply. I even voted for John, believing he was
someone who would serve the town with integrity.

But what I learned over time is that appearances
can be deceiving.

In 2023 when I decided to run for town clerk -
not in competition with John, but alongside him -
I noticed a shift. I didn’t support the first selectman
candidate he endorsed, a man who had already
shown what I felt was a pattern of mistreatment
toward women and had legal troubles because of
it. I spoke out. I stood by my values. And from that
moment, Johns support vanished. He told others
to “watch out for me.” The warmth I once received
turned cold and I was no longer a “Superstar;,” as
John used to call me.

And that hurts. Because I believed in them. I
had love and respect for them. I defended them.
I shared meals, prayers, and moments with them.
And in the end, they showed me what happens
when someone sees you as inconvenient instead
of valuable.

Leadership isn’t about smiling for cameras or
making speeches. It’s about integrity when no one
is looking. It’s about how you treat the people who
can’t do anything for you anymore.

I wish John Thomas the best as a human being,
but I cannot support him as a leader. I've seen too
much of the truth behind the curtain. And I be-
lieve Colchester deserves better.

Sincerely,
Shannon Y. Nazario - Colchester

Rein In Spending
To the Editor:

I'm running as a Republican for a position on
the East Hampton Board of Finance because I want
to rein in spending to make East Hampton afford-
able. If elected, my voting record and priorities for
the town approved 2025-26 budget, which I was
part of as a current board member, will be mir-
rored in future budgets over the next four years.
It's our money and I will represent all taxpayers,
not specific groups.

I believe in policies that will increase our tax
base including zoning changes that will open land
to bring small to midsize companies to our town.
I believe the Board of Education needs to continue
to trim staffing as student enrollment continues to
decline. As teachers retire, there should be a hiring
freeze until student enrollment levels stabilize.

I believe in creating budget line items for the
Board of Education much like the town does by
listing per department all spending in a concise
and easy to understand method.

I'm a supporter of current programs to help
keep Lake Pocotopaug clean. I'm also a proponent
to fund our police department to the levels it needs
and I'm a proponent for a new fire station, but not
before a town task force reviews options for vari-
ous locations.

Our seniors represent about 20% of the popula-
tion in town. I believe this number will rise over
the next few years. My plan is to get more involved
in their day-to-day needs and to help facilitate
beneficial changes.

Please vote for me in November.

Jim Radavich - East Hampton
Republican Board of Finance Candidate

Colchester’s Giving Garden
To the Editor:

As the growing season winds down and autumn
takes hold, I want to call attention to one of Col-
chester’s many strong volunteer organizations.
Tucked away behind the former Bacon Academy
Arts & Science building resides The Colchester
Giving Garden which is entirely run by several
hobbyist gardeners. The giving garden works an-
nually to supply produce to local soup kitchens
and food banks to help people in need. Starting
in early spring and ending in October, volunteers
meet several times a week to tend to their crops.

From Norwich Avenue, the only visible signage
is a growth chart that denotes the current year’s
yield. A humble handmade sign and tall trellises
greet you at the back of the parking lot. Once in
the center of the garden, it is clear this is no ama-
teur operation. Hours upon hours of hard work are
clearly visible in the rows of carefully sown plants.
The Giving Garden may look quaint, but annually
it generates an astonishing amount of produce in
its small sustainable footprint. As of Sept. 1, the
Giving Garden has surpassed 1,000 pounds of
food produced and donated. This is an astonish-
ing amount of food given the challenging growing
conditions this summer.

Before the growing season is over, the Giving
Garden deserves our applause for making a small
hidden corner of Colchester into a tremendous
community support organization. These organi-
zations make Colchester a truly wonderful com-
munity.

Sean Gillespie - Colchester
Candidate for Board of Finance

Your Vote is Needed
To the Editor:

Hello everyone. Believe it our not, it is October
and in less than three weeks, early voting will be
in full swing.

I had the honor of knocking on doors in Col-
chester with some of our Democratic candidates
and speaking with folks and had some important
takeaways:

1- People appreciate the very hard work being
done by FS Bernie Dennler, BOF Chair Karen
Belding, the elected officials and working folks at
town hall to stabilize the budgets, move Colches-
ter forward with responsible investments in our
schools, improve our roads and fields, bring grant
money for projects and anything else in their pow-
er to improve the lives of our citizens.

2- A working finance department is critical and
saves the town millions of dollars a year over the
alternative. People recognize competence when
they see it.

3- Not everyone knows that the election is hap-
pening.

4- People don't miss the chaos, drama and the-
atrical outrage of the previous Colchester GOP
administration.

5- Majority party governance at the national
level is not projecting stability and this makes
competence at the local level even more critical.

In Colchester, we are so lucky to have such a
strong group of motivated and experienced in-
dividuals running for office on the Democratic
ticket.

That said, we need your vote. We need your
family and friends to vote. Voting is what makes a
democracy work.

Please make a plan to vote early or on Nov. 4.

Respectfully and with thanks,
Vincent Rose - Colchester

Amazing People
To the Editor:

As we enter the beautiful month of October, I
reflect back on all the amazing people I have met
so far in my campaign for Board of Finance. It has
been a joy to connect with citizens of our town and
get the pulse of how they view our towns progress
over the past two years, concerns and hopes for the
future.

The pulse of the town is strong! Citizens over-
whelmingly have expressed a feeling of calm in
our local government. A steady hand at the wheel
with Bernie Dennler as First Selectman. Improved
discourse on our town boards allowing for the im-
portant work to be accomplished.

I hear you Colchester! I am running for BOF to
help maintain our progress and continue to move
our town in a positive direction. I need you to vote
Row A on Nov. 4th!

Krista Kardys - Colchester

Note: Kardys is a current member of the Colches-
ter Board of Assessment Appeals and is running for
the Colchester Board of Finance.

Vote for RHAM’s Future
To the Editor:

The education our children receive at RHAM
is unparalleled, thanks to its dedicated teachers,
administrators, and staff. It's important that we
elect the right team to lead its Board of Education
- people who will work collaboratively while en-
suring we meet our childrens diverse needs. That’s
why I'm urging Hebron residents to support Rudy
Dellafiore and Jessica Hall for the RHAM Board
of Education.

Rudy and Jessica will bring their diverse expe-
riences to the board — Rudy with decades of ex-
perience in information technology and Jessica
as a current educator and Teacher of the Year in
Columbia (2015). Both Rudy and Jessica have seen
their children attend RHAM, which gives them a
unique perspective as parents and professionals.
The two of them are committed to a well-rounded
educational experience for our students, with an
emphasis on choice and college-readiness.

Today more than ever, our students need the ed-
ucational and emotional supports to become en-
gaged citizens in a global world. RHAM continues
to set the standard for this experience, and Rudy
and Jessica will do their part to ensure RHAM
thrives in the years to come. On Nov. 4, please join
me in voting for Rudy Dellafiore and Jessica Hall
for the RHAM Board of Education.

Sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele - Hebron

Note: Thiele is a member of the Hebron Board
of Selectmen but said she is writing this letter as an
individual.

Running for BOS
To the Editor:

My name is Joe Spada, and I am honored to be
an endorsed candidate for the Board of Selectmen
in the town of Portland. I currently serve on three
town committees. I have had the privilege of work-
ing and being involved in the conversations with
the planning of Brainard Place on the P&Z Com-
mission, the Water and Sewer Commission to ex-
plore the possibilities of being self-sufficient with
an abundance of our own water, and The Conser-
vation Commission.

I have always been passionate about Portland
and its tight-knit community and the small-town
feel, that’s what attracted both me and my wife to
raise our child in this welcoming community and
the amazing school system that helped set him up
for a lifetime of success many years ago, and this
truly surrounds everything that Portland offers.

Over the years, I have been actively involved in
many committees and helped with many elections,
volunteering full days at our Portland Fair listen-
ing to our community the concerns, hopes and
dreams they all have with the future of Portland,
everyone is so passionate, and their voices should
be heard which has deepened my understanding
and commitment to our community.

With over 30 years of experience in communi-
cations and building operations, I have developed
a deep understanding of our difficult upcom-
ing conversations of our town facilities including
school buildings and the future of our beloved
town as it grows to support past, present and fu-
ture generations including the upcoming challeng-
es that the future will be bringing and how to set
us up so we can fully embrace fiscal responsibilities
paired with keeping the small-town charm.

I am known for my integrity, dedication, team-
building skills, and especially the most critical, lis-
tening to other viewpoints that bring constructive
conversations to the resolution of any issue.

If elected, my primary goals are to enhance
community engagement, improve financial stabil-
ity, and constantly listen to our community. I be-
lieve that by focusing on the future and thinking
outside the box, we can achieve significant prog-
ress and continue to grow as a community.

I'm particularly focused on putting Portland on
the map and not just a drive through town.

Thank you for considering my candidacy. I look
forward to the possibility of contributing my skills
and passion to our shared success. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Joe Spada - Portland
Republican Candidate for
Board of Selectmen

They Bring Experience
Dear Portland Neighbors:

My name is Sarah Spear. I currently serve on
Portland’s Board of Education and want to share
the expertise four candidates bring that I would
value having on our BoE.

Kim Nagy-Maruschock is a Board of Ed in-
cumbent whom I've had the privilege of working
alongside. As an educator, her perspective has been
invaluable to board deliberations. For example,
during recent conversations about Connecticut’s
mandate of play-based learning, Kim’s firsthand
experience informed how our elementary schools
are approaching this new requirement.

Jody Grosso is a Mechanical Design Discipline
Manager at Pratt & Whitney. He has already dem-
onstrated his curiosity and insight, asking ques-
tions during the joint Board of Selectmen and
Board of Education meeting to better understand
the Strategic Capital Improvements Planning
Committee’s recommendations.

Erin Livensparger has dedicated her life to sup-
porting others, from mothers in need to students
who feel unseen. Her advocacy has resulted in
writing curricula aligned with Connecticut edu-
cation standards and training on health, wellness,
and equity-focused practices. She stands in the gap
for students whose voices go unheard.

Bethanne is Connecticut’s “Learn the Signs.
Act Early” Ambassador through the CDC and the
American Academy of Pediatrics. 'm grateful to
have worked alongside Bethanne at UConn where
her work has resulted in improved developmental
screening and early intervention for children. Our
students will benefit by having Bethanne on the
board.

These candidates will be at the fair this weekend.
Stop by the Democratic Town Committee tent to
say hi and please join me November 4th in voting
for Bethanne, Erin, Jody, and Kim for Portland’s
Board of Education.

Sincerely,
Sarah Spear - Portland

Note: Spear is a member of the Portland Board of

Education, but said she is speaking as an individual.

What We Need
To the Editor:

The Rolling Stones reminded us that we can’t al-
ways get what we want, but we get what we need.
What we need, what Colchester needs, is steady
leadership, realistic plans, and foresight. We would
like to live in the past, but we need to prepare for
the future. Like it or not, the future will cost more
than the past or the present. Rising cost and prices
are out of our local control. Unless of course we
control by diminishing services, staff, and materi-
als. Is that what we want? I don’t think so.

Board of Finance candidates Sean Gillespie,
Krista Kardys, and Jillian Vinci are committed to
maintaining fiscal stability and professionalism in
our town government. They will help drive smart
growth to create jobs, lower taxes, and enhance
local services. Of course, these are goals, and
to achieve such goals will take teamwork; Sean,
Krista and Jillian will work with citizens, town em-
ployees, the Board of Selectmen and the Board of
Education toward such achievement. Means and
ends will be debated to ensure Colchester remains
a premier town of Eastern Connecticut.

Lower taxes and budget cuts may be desirable,
but realistic fiscal management for the future is
what Colchester needs. Sean, Krista and Jillian can
give us that.

John Barnowski - Colchester

McFarland for Marlborough BOS
To the Editor:

My name is Susan McFarland and I'm running
for Marlborough Board of Selectmen (BOS). The
BOS is responsible for ‘supporting the town man-
ager in the administration and management of the
town’s affairs’ They are involved in many things
such as policy making, the town’s operating bud-
get, capital improvements and our town’s day-to-
day operations. According to our Town Charter,
the BOS also has oversight roles related to our
Plan of Conservation & Development as well as
the Town Emergency Plan.

I recently retired from a career in regulatory
compliance management, spanning more than
three decades. I have the qualifications and prac-
tical experience to fulfill these duties. Over the
years, I led teams of compliance professionals,
managed large programs and budgets, interpreted
and implemented regulations, and held various
roles in emergency planning and incident re-
sponse. I collaborated with individuals from all
departments and areas of expertise, and worked
on multi-disciplinary teams to get results. My real-
life experience and management skills can now be
focused to the benefit of our town.

I previously served on the Marlborough Zoning
Commission for 12 years. I listened to perspectives
and input from my neighbors at public hearings
and voted consistently for what was best for our
town. I will bring the same sensibilities to our
town operations through the Board of Selectmen. I
am committed to representing Marlborough'’s resi-
dents and doing what's in their best interest. I am
excited at the opportunity to help lead Marlbor-
ough, and ask for your vote this November.

Sincerely,
Susan McFarland - Marlborough
See Letters, page 30
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* Letters, cont. from page 29

Why I’'m Voting for Dougherty
To the Editor:

I've had the pleasure of interacting with Ro-
berta Dougherty on several occasions in her role
as assistant assessor in the Andover Town Office
Building. Each time, she has impressed me with
her friendliness, professionalism, competence, and
genuine eagerness to help.

I'm confident Roberta will bring these same
qualities to the role of town clerk.

Having lived in Andover for nearly 20 years,
worked in the Town Office Building for 13, and
raised a son who attended Andover Elementary
and RHAM middle and high schools, Roberta has a
deep understanding of our town and its residents—
an invaluable asset for the town clerKk’s office.

Her background as a paralegal, with experience
in land titles, detailed records, and legal docu-
mentation, provides a strong foundation for the
responsibilities of town clerk. She’s also committed
to completing the necessary certification courses
to further prepare for the role.

Roberta has been actively campaigning for
several months and maintains a Facebook page
- Roberta Dougherty for Andover Town Clerk —
where she shares weekly updates on local issues.
Her passion for transparency and communication
is evident.

Though she is a registered Independent, Rober-
ta is honored to have earned the endorsement of
the Andover Republican Town Committee.

I hope you'll join me on Tuesday, Nov. 4, in vot-
ing for Roberta Dougherty as Andover’s next town
clerk.

Dianne Grenier - Andover

A Voice for All Residents
To the Editor:

It is with great confidence that I write to endorse
John Dillon for the position on the Board of Se-
lectmen in our town.

I have had the privilege of knowing John and his
family for 73 years. In that me, I have witnessed
firsthand the values, integrity and dedica on that
his family has contributed to our community -
values which John continues to embody today.

John is a man of strong character, good judg-
ment, and deep commitment to our town. Wheth-
er through his professional work, his volunteer
efforts in the town or to his church or simply in
everyday life, he consistently demonstrates though
ulness, honesty and a genuine desire to improve
the lives of those around him. All which we so des-
perately need today.

Our town deserves leaders who not only under-
stand its history, but who also have the foresight
and practical sense to guide us into the future. I
firmly believe John Dillon is that kind of leader. He
listens, he learns and he acts with the best interests
of the en re community in mind.

I encourage all residents to support John Dillon
for our Board of Selectmen. You will be electing
someone who will work hard and put his experi-
ence and values to work for one and all!

Janet Capello - Portland

Wellness Nights in Colchester
Dear Colchester Residents 55 and Over:

We are very fortunate to have the new Senior
Center building open and full of life. What a trea-
sure and a blessing! Are you aware that the Senior
Center is now open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. every
Tuesday and Thursday?

In addition to the fitness center being available
until 8 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday, the game
room is open not only for billiards, but also for
card games, puzzles, or just choose a comfy, quiet
chair to read or relax away from distractions. The
new Senior Center is open for use. Consider car-
pooling with a friend if you are not comfortable
driving after dark. Come and meet new friends!
What are you waiting for?

For those 55 years of age or older that may still
be working, having access to the Senior Center to
utilize the fitness center, have a quiet place to focus
and be creative, meet with friends, and unwind is
important. For those of us that are retired, inter-
acting with others now that we are out of the work
force is also vital to our physical and mental well-
being. Many have asked for evening hours...well
the time is NOW...don't wait until it’s too late...
check out some of the programs planned specifi-
cally for the Wellness Nights between 4-8 p.m.

There are 2 pages of evening programs in the
October newsletter with 15 new options in addi-
tion to the fitness center and game room. Evening
options include Arts & Crafts, live music from a
Nashville pianist with ‘happy hour” snacks, pizza
& a movie, Scrabble (a chance to meet up with
other Scrabble enthusiasts), bingo, numerous card
games and other options. I can attest that the Well-
ness Night Program assistant is very open to your
ideas for future programing since I noticed that no
fewer seven new programs came from suggestions
a couple of us made in mid-September.

Thank you for taking the time to read this...I
hope this inspires you to “show up” and join in
the fun. Many of our days are busy with too many
commitments...consider taking Tuesday and
Thursday evenings as time for yourself to relax,
unwind, gather with friends and recharge. Hope to
see you there soon!

Sincerely,
Jane Popov - Colchester

Supports Gilberti and Nelson
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

This week, I am asking for your support for two
Board of Education candidates who would be new
to elected office - but not new to the classroom:
Gussie Gilberti and Nancy Nelson.

Many of you know that I am a fourth-generation
Colchester resident and a product of Colchester
Public Schools. I wouldn't be serving as first se-
lectman today if it weren’t for the great opportuni-
ties and inspiring teachers from elementary school
through Bacon Academy. I want the next genera-
tion to have the same great opportunities that I
had as a student.

Gussie Gilberti is a former Colchester Public
Schools teacher and 30+ year resident of Colches-
ter. She is retired now — with 45 years in public
education, specializing in special education and
education leadership. While working for Colches-
ter, Gussie initiated, designed, and implemented
Colchester’s first full day kindergarten program.
She also served as an interview committee chair,
helping to select teachers and administrators.

Nancy Nelson is a retired math teacher and
math specialist of 30+ years. In Colchester, she has
served on the Youth First Coalition, CORE Com-
mission, and is an active volunteer at the Colches-
ter Senior Center.

Gussie and Nancy would bring a wealth of
hands-on experience to the Board of Education
that will enable them and the board to be stronger
advocates for the needs of students, teachers, and
families in the classroom and beyond. Although
they are retired from teaching, both of their hearts
are still focused on promoting and developing the
next generation of learners.

They know how to ask the tough questions to
make sure we are continuing to deliver high-qual-
ity public education. Their voices at the table will
strengthen Colchester Public Schools for those
who need it most: students.

Please join me in voting for Gussie Gilberti and
Nancy Nelson for Board of Education this Novem-
ber.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler
Colchester First Selectman

Value School Staff
To the Editor:

I am a Democratic candidate for Colchester
Board of Education. I believe that every student’s
individual success must be the highest priority for
the Colchester School System.

In order to achieve this goal, the Board of Edu-
cation, superintendent of Colchester schools and
school administration must strive for success
by attracting, supporting, retaining, and valuing
highly effective professional educators and para-
professionals.

Due to a variety of factors, educators are in ex-
tremely high demand these days. Finding the right
fit for our school district could include-actively
pursuing leads through local colleges, online in-
terest groups, and advertising agencies. A strict
screening process will lead to interviewing top ap-
plicants by administrators, teachers and staff. The
best candidates may be asked to interview more
than once or teach a sample lesson. The process
is labor intensive and worth the effort if the right
person for the job is found and decides to stay with
us.

A competitive salary and benefits package
draws the most qualified professional educators
and paraprofessional and keeps them in our dis-
trict. The package must attract and retain the very
best professional educators and paraprofessionals.

A professional educator program should be
maintained that strongly supports the new educa-
tors and paraprofessionals throughout their career.
Identifying strengths of staff members can lead to
further education and training in which they can
support colleagues within the Colchester school
system. Professional growth is essential to teach-
ers in all phases of their careers so that they can
continuously respond to the ever-changing needs
of their students.

Colchester students’ individual educational suc-
cess happens due to many factors, but most im-
portantly, their educators. Having a highly valued
effective staftf supported by an excellent adminis-
tration helps the students reach that success.

Sincerely,

Nancy Nelson - Colchester
Democratic Candidate for
Board of Education

We’re Running for Office
To the Residents of Andover:

My wife, Anna Dziadosz, and I, Andreas Hali-
dis, would like to announce our campaign for local
office. Anna is running for the Board of Finance,
and I am running for the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Although we've only been residents of Andover
for three years, we are not strangers to the area. We
both lived near Andover and have a deep appre-
ciation to the unique history and fragile ambiance
Andover and its surrounding towns currently has
to offer.

‘We have two young children and have been mar-
ried for four years. Anna and I feel getting involved
in local government isn’t just a sacrifice but a duty
to the community and our children’s future, which
they need and deserve in today’s chaotic nonsense.

We believe leading by example will encourage oth-
ers to step up and do as we do - getting involved,
making a difference, and getting your voices heard.

Anna is a full-time real estate lawyer and has
been practicing law since 2011. Prior to her cur-
rent role, she worked for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency in the White House as well as a
staffer; a total of five years in the federal govern-
ment. As a teenager and college student, Anna was
a key component managing several of her parents’
rental units and has a strong background in regu-
latory language, spending, and local government.
She has a Polish-American background and is
a devoted mother, wife, professional as well as a
practicing Catholic.

I was born and raised in Hungary before mov-
ing to the USA at the age of 14. English is my sec-
ond language and I spent most of my teenage years
working for my family’s pizza restaurant and doing
labor-intensive work to pay my own car insurance.
I've graduated from ECSU and currently hold
three master’s degrees between health care and en-
gineering. I spent most of my early days going to
school and working odd jobs before starting my
career in health care, then moving over to RTX in
East Hartford.

My wife and I are both faithful believers of
God. We love this country and deeply value the
tranquility and uniqueness Andover has to offer.
Anna and I look forward to representing you all to
ensure the town of Andover will remain safe, ac-
countable, unique to its history and residents, both
young and old, who call Andover their home. We
plan to be here for a long time, so this is important
to us.

Thank you for your attention. We hope to get
your vote so we can get to work and move forward
to a brighter future we can all be proud of.

Sincerely Yours,
Andreas Halidis and Anna Dziadosz
Andover

Jayne Juravaty for Town Clerk
To the Editor:

The Andover Democratic Town Committee has
endorsed Jayne Juravaty for Andover town clerk.

The town clerk position is vitally important to
the town. The person in this position is the offi-
cial record keeper, responsible for maintaining
public records and providing information to the
public while ensuring compliance with the state.
She is responsible for the maintenance and pres-
ervation of municipal archival records, municipal
codes, general bylaws and zoning bylaws, resig-
nations, appointments, petitions, election results
and administers the oath of office to elected and
appointed officials. The town clerk processes re-
quests under FOIA (Freedom of Information Act),
ensuring residents can access public records as re-
quired by law.

One of the most important functions of the
town clerk is acting as a liaison between town
management and its residents. This can sometimes
be a delicate balance.

As member services coordinator, Jayne worked
in collaboration with other staff members and
departments to support organizational goals. She
managed membership records, processed pay-
ments, tracked statistics, analyzed data and pre-
pared reports for management. She believes that
treating everyone with respect is a fundamental to
fostering positive relationships and creating a sup-
portive environment.

Town clerks work for the citizens of the town
who elected them. They are not beholden to other
local officials, but rather to the voters directly. This
is a key distinction from an appointed clerk, who
would report to the appointing authority, such as a
town manager or board of selectmen.

Andover needs new and diverse people who
can offer fresh perspectives and ideas. We need
to support the people who are willing to step up
and enter a new role. Bringing in new individu-
als can bring solutions to longstanding issues and
approaches that may not have been considered be-
fore. Jayne is willing to step up. Let’s support her.

Catherine Magaldi Lewis - Andover
Chair, Andover Democratic
Town Committee

DPWAC Update
To the Editor:

At last Thursday evening’s Board of Selectmen’s
meeting, David Rose (chairman, DPWAC Com-
munications Team and a member of the DPWAC)
gave a presentation. This was a very thorough brief-
ing regarding the ongoing environmental testing,
and the potential future layout of the buildings at
the Old Colchester Road site. The buildings shown
were very much preliminary plans. They were rep-
resentative of the size they need to be to accom-
modate the necessary space for our DPW staff and
equipment for now and years to come.

It has become very apparent to me, after talking
with several residents at the BOS meeting and on
Saturday while attending the grand opening of our
new Dog Park, that many residents are not really
sure how this project will progress. First, we will
have to secure a vendor for townwide household
trash and recyclables and provide the appropriate
containers for every household. This is a service
that the town will need to provide (pay for) as the
transfer station will be completely closed for ap-
proximately 1-1/2 years. This is necessary as every

building on the Old Colchester Road site needs to
be demolished and disposed of, prior to beginning
any sitework and construction of new buildings.

While the construction is going, on all of the
towns staff and equipment will be moved off site.
The vehicle and equipment maintenance mechanic
and tools, will be moved to Burnt Hill Park at the
Park and Rec’s garage. The trucks are to be moved
to the Lions Fairgrounds and will be parked out-
side. While the office staff will be moved to Com-
pany 2 Firehouse on Route 85 at the Colchester
end of town.

I cannot emphasize enough that this is a mas-
sive undertaking, and will disrupt the way most of
us do things. I invite all residents to learn what’s
going on by attending our DPWAC meetings; the
next one is Oct. 20, normally the third Monday of
the month, at Hebron’s Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. on the
lower level, or attend online on your smart phone
or computer from the comfort of your own home.

As always, email me questions and concerns at:
thabicht@hebronct.gov or visit the town’s website
at www.hebronct.gov to read the Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) with answers.

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman
Hebron DPWAC

Supporting Portland BOE
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Portland Board
of Education candidates Jody Grosso, Erin Liv-
ensparger, Kim Nagy-Maruschock and Bethanne
Vergean in our municipal election.

First and foremost, all four candidates are strong
advocates of public education, which I believe to
be one of the most important characteristics of an
effective member of a local Board of Education.
All of their children have either completed their
education in Portland, or are currently enrolled
in Portland public schools. Additionally, through
actions and ongoing conversations they have all
demonstrated to me a commitment to excellence,
opportunity, and achievement for all Portland stu-
dents.

As a team they sat down together and took the
time to develop what they believe to be important
priorities for Portland public schools.

- Advance student achievement and ensure ev-
ery child has the tools to thrive

. Invest in critical, strategic improvements to
modernize our schools

- Protect the health, safety, and wellbeing of stu-
dents and staff

- Exercise responsible financial oversight of dis-
trict resources

- Promote civil discourse and model collabora-
tive leadership

Over the next few weeks please take the time to
learn more about Jody, Erin, Kim and Bethanne.
You can see them at the Portland Fair, going door
to door in your neighborhood, and at various
candidate Meet and Greet events around town.
Additional information about all the democratic
candidates’ may be found on our website, www.
portlandctdtc.com.

The Portland Democratic Team is ready and ea-
ger to work together alongside our other elected
and town officials to move Portland forward in a
positive direction.

Local elections matter, so please be sure to have
a plan to vote! The early voting period is 10/20 to
11/2 at Portland Town Hall, or on Election Day,
11/4 at Portland Middle School.

Sincerely,
Andrea Alfano - Portland

Acceptance
To the Editor:

“Until man learns to respect and speak to the
natural world, he can never truly understand his
place on this Earth” -free-diver Enzo Maiorca,
2009.

A great reminder that nature speaks if only we
are willing to listen.

Unfortunately, USA culture is presently not pre-
dominantly geared towards listening to, protect-
ing or respecting the natural world. A member of
Hebron’s town hall once said, “Yes Jean, that’s cor-
rect, the most environmentally sound ideas, more
often than not, are the least expensive” Sound
environmental ideas almost always pay us back in
spades. But no, they generally do not create instant
generational wealth. This has been a topic I have
touched on before. Health makes wealth but pol-
lution makes billions. Respectfully listening to na-
ture helps build a healthier future for all.

Will we, as a people, listen to the scientists now?
What harm can come from planning a future that
incorporates sound ecological ideas into our pres-
ent lives? Shouldn’t we look out for water supplies
and the quality of that water? Shouldn't we look
out for our farms and food, friends and wildlife or
simply throw all caution to the wind? Mother na-
ture does not care either way. Its our suicide run.
She will take back what is hers inch by inch leaving
us to fight amongst ourselves. And while we seem
to show less and less respect for her, and for those
who defend her, our plight remains the same. We
will be fighting over the finite amount of remain-
ing natural resources. I always enjoy thinking of
Earth as an Equal Opportunity Employer. From
bullies to billionaires, from brokers to brick layers
its all good and its we're all the same. We are guests

See Letters, page 32
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Hebron
Joseph P. Sheehan

In the early morning
hours of Friday, Sept. 19,1
ended my earthly journey
and passed to the other
side. I was predeceased
by my parents May and
Joe Sheehan, as well as
my brother George, and
nephew George Sheehan.

I want to share with
you some of my life influ-
ences. Margot and I have
two sons, Daniel and Brian. Daniel’s daughter
Joanna is the light of our lives! In her four years
of life, she has brought us so much joy. Brian’s
son, Drew, like his dad, is a sports enthusiast.
At the end of my life my boys were by my side
which brought me deep peace. My sister, Ginny,
has been a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame
for many years. In 1960 I was ordained a Catho-
lic Priest in Rome. Thirteen years later I left the
priesthood. Those years introduced me to the
need for social justice in our world and to an
appreciation of what it means to be a member
of our diverse human family. I am very grateful
for those years. For 28 years I worked in several
state agencies, serving both adults and children.

Aug. 8, 1975, was the most significant day
in my life. I married joyful, affectionate, com-
passionate, bright, witty, worldly-wise Margot
Ryan, a.k.a. “Little Thunder”! Margot was the
rock of my life. We had 50 years together full of
much joy as well as some sorrow.

During my 90 years there were some people
who had a profound influence on me. The long
and unconditional love of Father Bill McGrath
and Jack Giordano, a friendship I developed
with my next-door neighbor, Ernie Harris and
our professional relationship with Dr. Richard
Feinberg, who supported us through some chal-
lenging times in our life. Each of these people lit
the way on my path going forward.

Retirement has been an enriching experi-
ence despite the isolation hearing loss brings.
For several years, I volunteered with Habitat for
Humanity. Al Tarbox taught me how to restore
stone walls, a task I loved because it was a per-
fect fit for my love of the outdoors, my zest for
physical activity and my desire to contribute to
the beauty of the world.

Margot and I searched for years for a faith
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community that was open, affirming, and dedi-
cated to service and love. Our search ended at
the Gilead Congregational Church in Hebron.
At the time we joined the church, Pastor De-
nise Esslinger, an amazing woman of deep faith,
hope and love laced with humor, welcomed us
warmly. We came to love the community of
people who made up this Church and till the
end of my days I found peace and meaning with
our current Pastor Brian Hardee who helped us
learn new ways to make the world a better place.

The following truths have been my life guides.

“It doesn’t matter how much you have or
where you go. It's whom you have beside you
that matters most.”

The quote from Micah 6:8 “Act justly, love
mercy and walk humbly with your God”

Thank you to each of you who walked this 90-
year journey with me. The road was long, but I
was never alone.

My wake will be at the Farley-Sullivan Funer-
al Home, 34 Beaver Rd., Wethersfield, on Fri-
day, Oct. 3, from 4-7 p.m. My memorial service
will be at the Gilead Congregational Church,
672 Gilead St., Hebron, on Saturday, Oct. 4, at
11 a.m. Followed by lunch in the Fellowship
Hall. Burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
the Gilead Congregational Church or to Habi-
tat for Humanity of North Central Connecticut,
P.O. Box 1933, Hartford, CT 06144.

Hebron
Claire C. Hand

Memorial Service

A memorial service for Claire C. Hand of Co-
lumbia will be held Saturday, Oct. 11, from 11
a.m.-2 p.m., at the Columbia Senior Center, 188
Route 66 in Columbia.

Claire passed away Tuesday, May 13. She had
worked for the Hebron School System for nearly
50 years.

All are invited to attend the Oct. 11 memorial
and share a story to celebrate a life well lived.

Claire’s full obituary can be found at Legacy.
com.

Portland

Edith Perry

Edith (Bleeker) Perry, 89, of Portland, passed
away peacefully at Cobalt Lodge Healthcare on
Tuesday, Sept. 30. Born in Ziegenfurt, Germany
on July 4, 1936, she was the daughter of the late
August and Wanda (Fritz) Dijer.

Edith lived in East Hampton and then moved
to Portland and was the owner and operator of
two restaurants, first Pete’s Diner and later Edie’s
Place (now the Eggs Up) both in Portland. She
was proud to be a business woman. Edith was
married to the late Peter Bleeker, with whom
she had her three children, and then to William
Perry, who passed away in 1990.

Edith is survived by her two sons, Petrus
Bleeker and his wife Laurie of East Hampton;
Chris W. Bleeker and his wife Rebecca of Rhode
Island; her daughter, Sonya Duquette of Geor-
gia; her brother, Helmut Dijer and his wife Rose
of East Hampton; also, her three grandchildren,
Emery Duquette, Alana Clark (Geoff), Rebecca
Pike (Stephen), and her two great-grandchil-
dren, Blakely Clark and Colton Pike.

She was predeceased by her brother, Otto Di-
jer, and her sister, Ellie Klisowski.

Friends may call at Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Monday, Oct. 6,
from 5-7 p.m. There will be a graveside service
on Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 11 a.m.,, in the Swedish
Cemetery in Portland.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Free Developmental Screenings, Home Visits

The AHM Family Resource Center (FRC) of-
fers free developmental screenings and home
visits to anyone with a child or children from
ages Birth- 3 years in the towns of Andover, He-
bron, Marlborough and Columbia.

Screenings: Using a questionnaire called
Ages and Stages, FRC staff will look at your
child’s progress in different domains of devel-
opment (communication, motor, and social-
emotional skills) through activities and talking
to you and your child. Instruction on how to use
the free Sparkler App from the Office of Early
Childhood is provided. Sparkler has informa-
tion on Child Development, Parenting tips,
and screenings. Screenings can be done in your
home or at Gilead Hill School in Hebron. After
the screening, you will get a copy of the results
as well as a sheet with ways to encourage your

National Take-Back Day

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Coalition
for a Healthy and Empowered Community
(CHECQ), in partnership with the Connecticut
State Police, will host a free Take-Back Event
Saturday, Oct. 25, from 9 a.m.-noon, at RHAM
High School, 85 Wall St., Hebron.

CHEC and the state police host free Take-
Back Events in spring and fall for community
members to properly dispose of old and un-
needed prescriptions, over-the-counter medica-
tions, and vitamins anonymously.

child’s development in different areas.

Home Visits: Visits — which can be in your
home or the FRC room at Gilead Hill School --
are structured to include you and your child in
conversation and play. FRC staff will bring an
activity, talk about your child’s development,
and discuss parenting successes or concerns
you may have (for example, sleep, feeding, dis-
cipline, or other issues).

For more information or to schedule either
a screening or a visit, contact Becky Murray
at beckym@ahmyouth.org, Ashlee Parks at
ashleep@ahmyouth.org, or call the Family Re-
source Center at 860-228-0871.

See the full list of offerings through the AHM
Family Resource Center at ahmyouth.org/pro-
grams-services/family-resource-center.

Fall Into Art

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold
Fall Into Art, an autumn-themed communi-
ty art show, on Saturday, Oct. 18, from 1:30-
6:30 p.m., at AHM, 25 Pendleton Drive.

This event will take place during Hebron
Harvest Moon Festival. There will be a rain
date of Sunday, Oct. 19.

This free event is in collaboration with
the Hebron Creative Collective. If you are
an artist interested in showing your work,
please register, by contacting AHM at ah-
myouth.org.
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* Community Rallies, cont. from page 1
doing it”

Kelsey said she was touched by the way resi-
dents rallied together not only for this event, but
across multiple efforts to support Erik’s family
and honor and his memory.

“Iwould like to... just say thank you to every-
one in the Hebron community, because it is re-
ally great to see how much support we get from
our town,” she said. “People are right there to
help, so I'm grateful”

Other local businesses joined in the effort as
well. Kelsey noted after Erik’s passing, several
restaurants stepped forward to hold fundraisers
of their own. Two of them, Brick Cantina Mexi-
can Restaurant and The Flour Girl Bakery and
Café, also catered Erick’s funeral.

LEGALS

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold Public Hearings at a special
meeting scheduled on Wednesday October 8, 2025 at 7:00
p.m. at the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive,
Room 107 and via ZOOM on the following Applications:
PZC-25-009: Charles Dutch, White Birch Road, Two lot Re-
subdivision. Map 30/ Block 65A/ Lot 2.

PZC-25-005: Lake Overlook Estates, Phase Il Open Space
Re-Subdivision and Special Permit. Map 03A/ Block 44/ Lot
23. (Continued Public Hearing from 9/3/2025)

Applications and Plans are on file in the Land Use Office 860
267-7450.

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman
2TB 9/26, 10/3

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the following
action at their Special Meeting, which was held on Wednesday,
September 24, 2025 at 7:00pm on the following:

Petition 2025-22 - Petition of Carl Holmgren Jr. for Special Permit
to construct an accessory structure exceeding 900 square feet in
accordance with Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations
at 523 East Street, Residene-1 District. Approved, with conditions.
1. Outstanding comments provided in the letter from Joshua R.
Eannotti, P.E. dated September 19, 2025, shall be addressed to
the satisfaction of Town staff prior to filing of the Special Permit on
the Hebron Land Records.

2. Responses to the applicant’s Request for Natural Diversity
Data Base State-listed Species Review Form shall be provided

to Town staff for review and incorporated in construction activities
as directed.

3. Outdoor lighting shall be full cut off and of a color temperature
between 2700 and 3000 Kelvins.

4. The building shall not serve any commercial uses.

5. If the applicant deviates from the materials and colors provided
on the record, the applicant shall return to the Commission for
review and approval.

The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commission
Meeting can be seen using the following link:
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/
€358430513d796f574f660f1d6cc62f2492d8d28h5fh6 76 1e-
a5e267d31780e

1TB 10/3

Between the local business efforts, individual
initiatives and the overwhelming success of the
online fundraiser, Erik’s memory continues to
be honored in ways that reflect the impact he
made on his peers and his town.

The scholarship fund will ensure Erik’s name
is carried forward, creating opportunities for
students in the years to come, while the out-
pouring support from Hebron and Colchester
residents and the RHAM community shows just
how deeply the tragedy has been felt.

In the words of those who knew him, Erik
was more than just a young man taken too soon
- he was a friend, a son, a brother and someone
who brought people together.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
INLAND WETLANDS AND
WATERCOURSES AGENCY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE INLAND WETLANDS
AND WATERCOURSES AGENCY WILL HOLD A SITE WALK
IN ASSOCIATION WITH APPLICATION: IW-25-030: TAYLOR
RAND, 45 LONG HILL ROAD, 3 LOT SUBDIVISION, MAP 06/
BLOCK 12/ LOT 7A & MAP 06/ BLOCK 12/ LOT 7B

DATE: OCTOBER 11, 2025 SATURDAY

LOCATION: 45 LONG HILL ROAD, EAST HAMPTON, CT
TIME: 8:30AM

CHAIRMAN JOSHUA WILSON

1TB 10/3

MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Monday, October 6, 2025, at 7pm in the
Town Hall, 26 No Main Street

APPLICATION #Z-09-25 - 11 Old Cider Mill Ln, Jeffrey Po-
pham and Jennifer Carini (Applicant/Owner) Addition.
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department
at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR

27TB 9/26, 10/3

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE
COLLECTOR'’S NOTICE

To the property owners of the Town of Andover:

The first installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2024
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover
on October 1, 2025. Payments must be US postmarked, paid
on line, or brought to Town Hall by November 3, 2025 to avoid
an interest charge. Interest will be charged starting November
4, 2025 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1%2%
per month) from the due date of October 1st, with a minimum
charge of $2 for each bill.

View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during
business hours. Payments by check or money order may be
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box
outside Town Hall. Typical office hours during collection months
are Monday 8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:15 am-4pm. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated
office hours.

Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any
interest which may, by State law, accrue.

If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4. 3TB 9126, 10/3, 1024
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Tax-Aide Volunteers Wanted

For many years, the senior centers in Col-
chester, Hebron, Marlborough and East Hamp-
ton have hosted the AARP Tax-Aide Program,
which provides free income tax preparation ser-
vices for residents of these towns and surround-
ing communities.

Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free volunteer
tax program, offered in conjunction with the
IRS.

The Tax-Aide program is looking for compas-
sionate and friendly people to join its volunteer

team. You don’t need to be an accountant or tax
professional; the volunteers come from a vari-
ety of backgrounds. Training and support are
provided.

To apply to volunteer, go to aarpfoundation.
org/taxaidevolunteer or call 1-888-AARP-
NOW (888-227-7669).

If youd like additional information before
signing up, contact your local senior center and
they will connect you with a local Tax-Aide vol-
unteer.

Vaccination Clinic Schedule

Chatham Health District has announced its
upcoming Vaccination Clinic Schedule, and
clinics are scheduled in the Rivereast towns of
Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and Portland. The schedule is:

10/3, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Quarry Heights in Port-
land; 10/7, 4-6 p.m., East Hampton Town Hall;
10/8, 9-11 a.m., Colchester Senior Center; 10/9,
9-11 a.m., Waverly (Portland) Senior Center;
10/9 3:30-5:30 p.m., Portland Library; 10/10,
3-5 p.m., RHAM High School in Hebron; 10/15,
4-6 p.m., KOCO Childcare Center in East
Hampton;

10/20,9-11 a.m., Marlborough Senior Center;

10/21, 9-11 a.m., Russell Mercier Senior Center
in Hebron; 10/22, 10 a.m.-noon, East Hampton
Senior Center; 10/29, 3-5 p.m., Colchester Fed-
erated Church.

Chatham Health is partnering with Beacon
Prescriptions to offer a variety of vaccines to
the community. Flu and COVID-19 (ages 3+),
RSV, shingles, and pneumococcal vaccines are
available. Most major insurances are accepted
except Hospice and VA. For more information
visit ChathamHealth.org

People with questions can call 860-365-0884
or email info@chathamhealth.org.
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* Letters, cont. from page 30
on a revolving planet.

As we anxiously await test results, from Old
Colchester Road, Hebron, we reflect on the choices
we have the ability to endorse. Confining our pol-
lution to select locations, respecting groundwaters
and preserving farmland, paints a better picture
for generations to come. We hope these plans art-
fully include saving the open land on the Raymond
Brook Watershed including 17 Kinney Rd., a.k.a.
the Old Horton Property. We must stay focused
on long term thinking and respecting nature for
a healthy future. Additionally, we must also accept
that many residents depend on this watershed for
their water. Development here must be curtailed
or, better yet, no development on this watershed
at all. #savel7.

Jean Tulimieri - Amston

Back Caterisano, Finn
To the Editor:

East Hampton Democrats have a golden oppor-
tunity to win a majority on the Board of Finance
for the first time in more than a decade. We have
two incredibly qualified candidates ready to swing
the board, to the benefit of residents, economic de-
velopment, and the local school system.

David Caterisano and Dan Finn bring impec-
cable credentials to the Democratic ticket. Both
are committed to transparency and accountability,
and collectively they have dozens of years of expe-
rience in finance. Just as importantly, they are well
connected in the community and understand East
Hampton’s needs.

Caterisano is a Coast Guard veteran who has
made a successful career in finance and banking.
He understands the challenges facing the town
and how important it is to plan for the future while
keeping the present affordable.

Finn is not only a local resident, but he also
runs. a successful business in East Hampton as a
financial planner. He has worked with countless
clients to help them achieve their financial goals,
including paying for college, retirement, and ev-
erything in between.

Just as importantly, Caterisano and Finn are
compassionate. As parents to students in East
Hampton schools, they appreciate how quality
education and programs benefit everyone in the
community. At the same time, they recognize that
East Hampton needs to be an affordable place to
live for all residents. I have tremendous confidence
that they can strike a balance.

There is a great deal at stake on Election Day.
Caterisano and Finn will serve East Hampton with
expertise and compassion. Please join me in voting
for them, as well as the entire Democratic ticket,
on Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt - East Hampton

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education, but is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Responsible Budgeting for BOE
To the Editor:

If you read my letter in last weeK’s publication,
you saw how central office actually downsized not
increased in size. But wait there is more...

Under the leadership of Superintendent Sul-
livan, with the support of the BOE, the legal line
has been considerably reduced from our first
year of 2021-22 being $213,111.67. To 2022-23
$190,534.05. To our best savings year in 2023-24 of
$78,527. Then 2024-25 $116,118.28, this includes
the cost of FOI requests and FOI hearings which
increased in this past year.

How was this achieved? Again experience,
knowledge and competent leadership. Superin-
tendent Sullivan worked with our legal firm to
decrease costs. He worked with all the unions to
change the way negotiations were held. The unions

all gave positive feedback to the board and never
want to go back to the old way where attorneys
participated in negotiations. Not only is the old
way more expensive, it has an adversarial feel.

Our superintendent worked diligently to fill key
roles like special education director and assistant
director; assistant superintendent, director of op-
erations, and the IT department was revamped
in-house and outsourced. The Director of Infor-
mation Technology position was cut for a consid-
erable savings. Outsourcing to Apex Technologies
gave our schools an appropriate level of tech sup-
port that must be dedicated to us by their contract,
keeping some in-house support. We began this
school year fully staffed! A rare occurrence in most
districts.

As a board, did we inherit over a decade of not
planning for future projects like leaking school
roofs and an ailing athletic complex? Yes we did!
Did we inherit unions with gaps in pay, causing
employees to take jobs in other districts? Yes we
did! We as a board along with administration are
working diligently and responsibly to correct these
issues. Please don't let the facts get lost in the noise.

Today our town leaders are working together
across all Boards to correct some of these major
issues that have been passed down. Donna and I
hope to continue to be a part of the positive prog-
ress the town and schools are making and appreci-
ate your vote on Row C for BOE.

Marguerite (Margo) Gignac - Colchester

Note: Gignac is a current member of the Colches-
ter Board of Education, but said she is speaking as a
candidate for the board.

Hello Colchester Friends
To the Editor:

Marguerite (Margo) Gignac and I have been
writing positive weekly letters to the editor to high-
light the progress we have made in the Colchester
Board of Education (BOE). We don’t do it alone.
We are only two of a seven member volunteer
Board. Together we have helped bring transparent,
responsible budgets to the voters. In the past week
or two we have given the facts that support this.

Some people feel that budgets should just be cut,
cut, cut. Some folks, even elected officials, say they
plan to cut the budget without even looking at it.
The standard feeling is that “They can get by and
always have. Let’s cut the increase in half! T have
witnessed this myself. To simply make an arbitrary
cut without even looking at the facts and necessary
budgetary items is extremely irresponsible. This is
how our Board inherited so many issues with Spe-
cial Education, infrastructure and staff retention.
Think about your home budget. Do you just say,
“Nah, 'm not paying that electric bill anymore”?
When you are scrambling around in the dark be-
cause the lights have been turned off, it’s hard to
recover.

With fiscal responsibility there are needs, wants
and wishes. This BOE has brought the most factu-
ally accurate budgets forward showing the needs
of the district in intricate detail. We did this by
working across the aisle and asking the ques-
tions, “Is this a need, want or a wish?” We don’t
just guess or “feel” our way through it. One of my
favorite political commentators is fond of saying,
“Facts don't care about your feelings” It’s true,
Colchester, check the facts. Those same folks who
want to make arbitrary cuts are also now talking
about unity to resolve budgetary problems. The
fact is that they have never acted in unity and only
looked to divide. This BOE has had the experience
of unified work. We have done nothing but coop-
erate with those on the BOE and the other boards.
We understand unity because we have been living
it for the past four years.

Please consider Row C for BOE,
Donna Antonacci - Colchester

Note: Antonacci is chair of the Colchester Board

of Education, but is writing as an individual.

Portland High School girls soccer earned the team’s fifth win of the season with a 2-1 victory

over Lyme/Old Lyme behind a pair of goals from sophomore Lea Rivera.

Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of
the Week for the week of Sept. 22 - 28:

Lea Rivera - Portland High School (Soc-
cer): Rivera scored both goals as the Highland-
ers traveled to the shore and clipped Lyme/Old
Lyme 2-1. Rivera, a sophomore, has helped
Portland posted a record of 5-2-2 through the
first nine games this fall. The team next trav-
els to East Granby for a game on Monday, Oct.
6 (3:45 p.m.) before returning to PHS to host
North Branford on Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 4 p.m.

Chelsea Ryan - East Hampton High School
(Volleyball): Ryan, a senior captain, had 32 as-
sists, 15 digs, three aces, and a pair of kills as the
Bellringers rallied to defeated Cromwell in five
sets (22-25, 25-20, 15-25, 27-25, 15-10) on Sept.
26. Two days earlier, Ryan served up 24 assists
as East Hampton swept Haddam-Killingworth
in three sets. The Bellringers are currently rid-
ing a five-game winning streak and next wel-
come Lyme-Old Lyme to EHHS tonight (Friday,
Oct. 3) for match at 5:30 p.m.

Jack Levasseur - Bacon Academy (Soccer):
Lavasseur netted a hat trick, scoring three goals

as the Bobcats trounced Lyman Memorial 9-0
on Sept. 22. Levasseur, a senior, is helping lead
a Bobcats squad that is away for a pair of games
—— at Morgan (Saturday, Oct. 4 at 6 p.m.) and at
Fitch (Monday, Oct. 6 at 5:30 p.m.) —— before
they return to Bacon Academy to host St. Ber-
nard on Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 3:45 p.m.

Rian Calhoun - RHAM High School (Vol-
leyball): Calhoun paved the way as the Rap-
tors won three matches last week, taking down
Bristol Central and E.O. Smith at home and
Windsor on the road. Calhoun, a junior set-
ter, packed the stat sheet in a four-set win over
Bristol Central on Sept. 22 - tallying 37 assists,
four kills, two blocks, and a pair of kills. Fellow
junior Sami DeGray added a career-high 40 digs
in the victory. The Raptors (currently 9-1 as of
publication) return to RHAM High School on
Monday, Oct. 6 to welcome East Catholic for a
match at 6 p.m.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week, email  joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
Please include as many details about the athlete
or performance as possible.
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Portland Election Information

The November municipal election will be
held Tuesday, Nov. 4, at Portland Middle School.
Early voting will occur Oct. 20-Nov. 20, at Port-
land Town Hall.

The offices on the ballot this year are: first
selectman, Board of Selectmen, Board of Edu-
cation, Board of Assessment Appeals, Zoning
Board of Appeals Term Starting 2025 & Zoning
Board of Appeals Term Starting 2026.

Absentee ballots are now available from the
town clerk’s office. Call 860-342-6743 or stop
into the office for an application. Residents can
also apply for an absentee ballot on the secretary
of the state’s website: https://portal.ct.gov/sots.

Residents can also complete a voter registra-
tion form in the Town Clerks Office, 33 East
Main Street, or online at the secretary of the
state’s website.

Tickets Still Available for House Tour

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October
18. Ticket sales have been extended for the
Portland Historical Society’s tour of a home that
melds the past and future.

Located on a wooded lot in Portland’s coun-
tryside, this home will provide the young and
young-at-heart with ideas for renovating or
building a new home to meet the changing
needs of today’s family. Tour guides will share
universal design features that could be incorpo-
rated into your own home to meet the needs of a
loved one with physical challenges or aging par-
ents. You will hear how every effort was made
to make this home energy efficient. Tours will
begin at 8:15 a.m., 11:45 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. and
last approximately two hours.

Imagine being in Portland 200 years ago. Our
early settlers cleared their land, designed their
homes and with friends built their dreams. This
tour is the story of a modern day couple with
acres of woods and a dream of building a home
- from clearing the land to designing an effi-
cient home, from learning a CAD program to
finding the perfect materials, they mirrored our
early settlers using modern technology. You will
gain helpful information on designing a home
that may allow you to age-in-place.

The couple has chosen to share their showcase
home as a fund raiser for the Historical Society.
During this next year, the Historical Society is
conducting a campaign to raise money to fund
the rebuilding of the 1821 Gildersleeve Store on
the grounds of the Ruth Callander House Mu-
seum of Portland History. This house tour is one
of several special events being sponsored by the
Society to raise funds for this major project.

Ticket sales have been extended. Children 12

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

and older are welcome to register and must be
accompanied by an adult. Tickets for all regis-
trants are $50. Space is limited and this is a one-
day-only event. Registration forms are available
on the side porch of 492 Main St. or by down-
loading the form from www.PortlandHistSoc.
org. Forms must now be mailed with payment
and received by Wednesday, Oct. 8. Individual
tickets may also be purchased online at www.
PortlandHistSoc.org. Go to the Callander Cup-
board and search for House Tour #1, 2 or 3. Be
sure to purchase ticket for your preferred tour
time. You will be mailed a ticket with your as-
signed tour time and the location of this home
will be revealed.

A limited number of tickets may be available
on Sunday, Oct. 12, during the monthly open-
ing of the Ruth Callander House Museum of
Portland History located at 492 Main St., from
2-4 p.m. Payment at the opening can be done
by check, cash or credit card. No tickets will be
available at the door on Oct. 18. Questions? Call
Susan at 860-982-1486.

Each ticket purchased will move the society
closer to its fundraising goal and the rebuild of
the historic Gildersleeve Store, a link to Port-
land’s shipbuilding legacy.

Blessing of the Animals

In remembrance of Patron Saint of the
Animals, St. Francis of Assisi, the Blessing of
Animals will take place Saturday, Oct. 4, at
11 a.m. (weather permitting) on the rectory
lawn of St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave.

All pets - furry, scaly, feathery - as well
as stuffed animals are welcome to receive a
blessing from the Rev. John Antonelle. This
gathering is open to all members of the com-
munity.
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Glastonbury Spirit Shop Focuses on Customer Experience

By Shawn R. Dagle

Prior to purchasing Addison Fine Wine and
Spirits in the spring of last year Ram Verma was a
customer - often stopping in to the Glastonbury
store on his way home from Travelers where he
worked as a senior director in analytics.

During his visits to the store Verma was im-
pressed by then owner Tom Taylor’s personal
knowledge of the wines and various other li-
quors and products he sold and his one-on-one
individualized approach when interacting with
each of his customers.

It is a tradition that Verma says he is com-
mitted to continuing at Addison Fine Wine and
Spirits as he looks toward the future and grow-
ing the popular neighborhood business.

“We are a small community type of store. A
lot of the customers we have are repeat custom-
ers. We meet those customers one-on-one and
we work with them and they get their products
and we know what they like. We also guide
them to other products. Tom was very good at
doing so - educating the customers — and now I
want to carry that on as I learn more about the
suppliers,” said Verma.

Addison Fine Wine and Spirits is the first
business Verma has owned. He purchased the
store and property located at 802 Hebron Av-
enue — with his wife Uma -in May of 2024.

“I was at Travelers insurance company as a
senior director in the analytic space. I resigned
there. I was looking to do something in busi-
ness. I used to be a customer here because this
was on my way home - I live in Glastonbury -
so I wanted to get myself in the business world,”
he recalled.

In 2024 Taylor - who had more than four
decades of experience in the liquor industry
- was looking to sell Addison Fine and Wine
Spirits. One time while in the store Verma said
he learned that Taylor was selling. It peaked his
interest.

“I thought maybe this was a good business
to start. I had a conversation with some of the
people I know;,” Verma explained.

Since purchasing the business and property
Verma has been in the process of renovating
and improving the space.

“We improved the flooring. A lot of cleaning
was necessary — organizing inventory, he said.

Verma also started to organize the parking
area and did some landscaping, including the
trimming of bushes. He also put in place im-
proved lighting. An old shack behind the build-

ing also was torn down.

“The roof of this property was in very bad
shape. We ended up getting a new roof,” Verma
said.

In the future there are plans to pave the park-
ing lot, potentially enlarge it and paint new
parking space lines. There are also improve-
ments to inside the store that are planned. Some
improvements however will have to wait.

“We are trying to raise the cash to do further
renovations inside the store,” Verma explained.

When he purchased the store, Verma said
the property’s septic tank broke. The town then
indicated that the package store would need to
connect to the town’s sewer, according to Ver-
ma. This he said is costly. The money for this
had to be diverted for the time being from some
of the future renovations that are planned.

“There will be some delay. We are trying to
raise the cash to do other renovations inside the
store,” he said.

As far as its products, Addison continues
to have a large selection of wines, according
to Verma - with many labels brought in when
Taylor still owned the store. Verma said he kept
Tom Taylor on as an advisor and mentor after
he purchased the store until Taylor passed away
in November.

“It was important to have him. By the time
[of his passing] I had a lot of the knowledge ac-
quired by him,” said Verma.

The store has also continued to carry other
products that Addison became known for un-
der Taylor’s ownership.

“We have wine, we have vodka, we have te-
quila and all kind of nips. We have beer - tra-
ditional beer, lager [and] a good selection of
IPAs. We have cocktail drinks and seltzer-based
drinks,” said Verma.

Addison’s red wines, rose, cabernet and pro-
seccos have remained very popular according to
Verma. The store also has a popular selection of
whiskey and bourbon.

“We are a smaller store however we do offer
our customers [the ability] to request from us a
product they want to buy on a regular basis. We
try to bring them in to satisfy the needs of the
customer;” Verma explained.

Nips also remain very popular according to
Verma. “We sell a lot of Fireball and other nips
across the board - Jim Beam whiskey or vodka
or high-end nips such as Jagermeister;,” he said.

Addison also tries to stay competitive as far as
pricing and offer sales when they can.

REAL ESTATE

Addison Fine Wine and Spirits’ new owner Ram Verma says he is committed to

continuing his store’s tradition of hands on, personalized, customer service that has
made Addison one of Glastonbury’s most popular neighborhood package stores.

“A lot of our products are at minimum price.
We are small but very competitive. We are try-
ing to offer the products at a very low price,
said Verma.

Addison will continue to remain a small com-
munity neighborhood package store according
to Verma.

“That is what our customers like. We pay at-
tention to them. We know each other. We try to
sell to our customers very well. I call it a com-
munity type of store. We get new customers.
They like the store. They like the way we treat
them,” he explained.

Another advantage Addison has, according
to Verma, is its location. “We are right off the
exit and right at the edge of the commercial
area,” he said.

Customers can come to the store, get on the
exit and continue on their way easily and conve-
niently he explained - often only in a few min-
utes.

“It is very convenient compared to going to
the larger store and going into the parking lot
and walking to the store. Before you know it,
it is 20 minutes. Over here — sometimes in less
than five minutes — customers are in and out;”
said Verma.

According to Verma the store is open every
day - though hours vary on Sunday. The store
is open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, said Verma, and from 12 to 5 p.m. on
Sundays.

HOME SELLERS: Here
Call 860-633-3545.

are my 4 exclusive ben-
efits you won’t get from
any other real estate
agent in CT. 1st, I'm
a full-service discount
broker. Your total fee,
including  professional
photography and expos-
ing your home to the en-
tire world of real estate,
will be either 3% or 4%,
never more. 2nd, my
“Cannot Fail” marketing
system usually gener-
ates multiple offers
within several days on
the market. 3rd, for most
homes sold, I'll give you
a certificate for a 5-day,
4-night luxury cruise for
2 with more than 100
destinations available.
4th, your buyer will see
online that I'm offer-
ing my “Peace of Mind
Guarantee”. If, within 6
months of homeowner-
ship, you decide you no
longer want to live here,
I'll sell your home for
free. If they have an in-
terest in your home, this
intensifies that interest.
I've sold 1000+ homes,
including in your town; |
can sell yours. Alfonso
Carbone; Best Real Es-
tate Agents; direct: 860-
798-6095. theproperty-

irofessor@ﬁahoo. com.

GLASTONBURY  OF-
FICE SPACE FOR
RENT: Individual of-
fices or space up to
1,000-1,400 square feet
suites. Use of confer-
ence room included.

CANDLELIGHT APART-
MENTS, GLASTON-
BURY: RENT NOW,
one bedroom available,
renovated, first floor.
Rent is currently $1,750
per month. Includes
heat/hot water, trash,
sewer. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

LARGE 2ND FLOOR
APARTMENT, PORT-
LAND: One bedroom,
one bath. Includes heat,
laundry, and off-street
parking. First month
plus one month security
deposit. $1,550/month-
ly. References required.
No pets. Call 860-227-
3274.

MARLBOROUGH
APARTMENT FOR
RENT: Available Octo-
ber 1st. Quiet area, off
the road. 1st floor, 1
bedroom. No smoking.
No dogs. Trash/snow
removal. Heat/electri-
city not included. Wash-
er/dryer hooks ups.
$1,400/monthly,  plus
security deposit, 1st
and last month’s rent.
References. Email mi-
chaeldaigle39@gmail.
com, 401-489-1869 or
jesposito0912@gmail.
com, 401-487-2337.

MARLBOROUGH
APARTMENT FOR
RENT: in a quiet area,
off the road. 2nd floor,

2 bedrooms. No smok-
ing. Small animals al-
lowed, excluding dogs.
Trash/snow  removal.
Heat/electricity not in-
cluded. Washer/dryer
hooks ups on 1st floor.
$1,500/monthly,  plus
security deposit, 1st
and last month’s rent.
References. Accepting
applications. Email mi-
chaeldaigle39@gmail.
com, 401-489-1869 or
jesposito0912@gmail.
com, 401-487-2337.

religion,

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
IS ILLEGAL For Help Call
888-247-4401

If anyone refused to rent to you because
of your source of income, race, color,
national origin, sexual orientation, gender,
marital status, age, disability
or because you have children, you may
have been the victim of illegal housing
discrimination. Contact the Connecticut
Fair Housing Center.

- YOUR AD
"t SHOULD BE HERE!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Your local friend in Real Eilate

CARIGUILD

Every accomplishment starts
with the decision to try.

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

angela@arescorealtor.com
www.angelaaresco.com

860.883.9005

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

Whether youre considering selling your
with you to accomplish your goals! As a
team member of Century 21 Allpoints,

relationships and proven track record to
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

we have the experience, resources,

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

CENTURY 21

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ClT4-4-24

RE10-3-25
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

TO BUY

BUYING COLLEC-
TIONS & ACCUMU-
LATIONS, FREE RE-
VIEW: Comic Books,
Vintage Toys, Sports
Cards, Adv Signs/Cans
(Soda, Beer, Gas Sta-

tion), Zippos, License
Plates, Jewelry, Post-
cards, Etc. Call/Text

860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: your
sterling silverware, tea
set, or any item made of
sterling. Top cash price
paid on the spot. | can
come to your home or
meet you at a place of
your choosing. Call/text
Dominic at 860-836-
5013 or email dmbap-
praisal@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS:
and unfinished projects.
Contact 860-216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising, jew-
elry, coins, clocks, signs,
all musical instruments,
guitars, saxophones, key-
boards, trumpets, ampli-
fiers, accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment, plus
more. 1 item or entire es-
tate. Call 860-707-9350.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

TUTORING PET TRAINING

MATH TUTORING: Ex-
perienced Math teacher
with 15+ years in Ele-
mentary, Middle school
as well as Intervention
and Algebra 1. $65.
In person or Zoom as
needed. PezzaMathTu-
tor@gmail.com.
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EMPLOYMENT

DOG g JBEPIENCE Parks Maintainer | Building Official/Blight
: tart ; .
soon. Offering slbaljrp;r;;?/ (Full-time) Enforcement Official

Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGCl/Therapy; Adgility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC,
860-267-6040. paws-n-
heeldogtraining.com.

The Town of East Hampton is seeking a skilled, motivated,
reliable individual for the position of Parks Maintainer Il

in the Public Works Department. This position carries out
coordinated work assignments and performs manual labor

in the construction, installation, repair, and maintenance of
municipal parks, grounds, various sports field and surfaces,
recreational areas, and facilities. Certifications and/or some
education in landscape planning, turf management, and/or
park maintenance or a closely related field, or an equivalent
combination of experience and training which provides the re-
quired knowledge, skills, and abilities is required. One year of
experience in parks or grounds maintenance work, including

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

some lead-worker experience. Certified Playground Safety
Inspector (CPSI) certification preferred, otherwise, must be
obtained within one year. Must possess or be willing to obtain
a Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation License issued
by the State of Connecticut.

This is a full-time, bargaining unit position with benefits. The
starting hourly rate is $24.17. Forty (40) hours per week, plus
OT as required.

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume

CIT1-12-23

EMPLOYMENT

MOHAWK MANUFAC-
TURING COMPANY:
in Middletown is look-
ing for someone to join
our team and learn
how to set up and run
metal stamping power
presses, how to inspect
the parts produced and
how to perform other as-
sociated jobs. Mechani-
cal skills are a plus but
not required. Looking
to train the right candi-
date. We work 10-hour
days M-Th. Starting
pay is $20/hour, with a
raise after 90 days. Re-
quirements: HS diploma
or GED; basic math,
writing & reading skills;
detail oriented and able
to stay on task; able to
stand for most of the
day; able to communi-
cate and work well with
others; able to lift 30
Ibs.; and able to perform
all job functions safely
and efficiently. Apply at
Mohawk  Manufactur-
ing, 1270 Newfield St,
Middletown; Monday
thru Thursday between
9:00AM and noon or
1:00PM and 3:00PM. Or
email us at secretary@
mohawk-mfg.com.

LAWN MOWING &
FALL CLEAN-UP: Ac-
cepting new custom-
ers. Prefer Portland and
East Hampton areas.
Senior and Vet dis-
counts. Free estimates.
Call 860-638-8812.

LAWN MOWING: Pro-
fessional, competitive
rates. Call Thomas 860-
267-7515.

Classifieds

Pay

! i The Glastonbury
Citizen
&
Rivereast
News Bulletin

1
1
1
1
1
1
Call I
860-633-4691 :

or
email your :
classified line I
ad to admin@ I
glcmzen com ,
o

AUTO BODY TECHNI-
CIAN: Looking for an
experienced worker to
come join our team.
High volume collision
shop.  Monday-Friday.
Contact us at 860-633-

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings
and evening hours avail-
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For
personal care, cooking,
cleaning, and errands.
Time & half for holidays.
Weekly pay through
payroll company. $22/
hr. Background check
and drug test required.
Willing to train. 860-949-
7016.

Colebrook Village at Hebron:
NOW HIRING!
Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)
1% shift- 2 Full Time (32 hrs) & 1 Part Time (16 hrs)
2" shift- 3 Full Time (32 hours)
3 shift- 1 Part Time (24 hrs)
We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated people
to join our team! Colebrook Village is a proud community
and home to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire to be
appreciated for the important, and honorable work you do; reach
out for more details! Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals...
Call Marie DeCoste at 860-801-1114 or email
mdecoste@colebrookvillage.com

CIT9-18-25

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”
Fill out the fields and submit
payment via PayPal.

7-3-2025

SEASONED FIRE-
WOOD FOR SALE: Half
CORD $150, Full CORD
$285. 860-906-7916.

TREE CARE BY LI-
CENSED ARBORIST:
Pruning, disease treat-
ment, consulting, plant-
ing and removals. Pro-
fessional quality service
and expertise. LaPila
Arborists, LLC at lapil-
aarborists.com or 860-
965-5546.

and an employment application by 10/15/2025, (or until
filled) to the Town of East Hampton, Department of Human
Resources, | Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, or
by email to Iseymour@easthamptonct.gov. EOE/M-F/AA.

1TB 10/3

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

East Hampton Public Schools is seeking Substitute
Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and Interventionists

Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree OR must be over
18 years old with a high school diploma or equivalent and
documented experience working with school-age children.

The position reports to the principal or designee at the location
to which they are assigned and is responsible for providing
instruction and managing the learning environment.

Applicants for Paraprofessionals and Interventionists
require two-year associates degree or equivalent.
Substitute Teacher per diem rate is $120.00 per day.
Intervention Specialist pay range: $21.90-$30.11 hr.

depending on experience
Paraeducator pay range:$19.52-$27.23 hr. depending on experience

Please apply on-line at
http://www.applitrack.com/easthampton/onlineapp/.
For further information contact Mary Clark, mclark@easthamptonct.org.
The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

RE 10-3-25

* Mowing
« Brush cutting
« Brush/ Tree Removal

* Grading/ Drainage

« Shed Pads

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement

« Stump grinding and removal

« Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
* Retaining walls, walkways & patios
* Demo and debris removal

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Deadline: until filled

Send Town application, resume & 3 letters of reference to:

First Selectman’s Office, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480
or Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org
Suburban municipality of 9,400 residents. Salary range:
$82,000-$106,500 negotiable DOQ; 40 hours weekly (M-F);
Exempt, non-union, fringe benefits. Subject to pre-employ-
ment drug/alcohol testing, background check. All qualified
applicants will be considered for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.
Qualifications: Associates degree in construction technol-
ogy or related field +6 years progressively responsible
construction inspection experience including at least 2 years
supervisory capacity or equivalent combination education/ex-
perience. Licensed as a Building Official by the State Building
Inspector as required by Section 29-261 of the Connecticut
State Statutes. Must possess valid CT driver’s license. Must
have thorough knowledge of building inspection principles
and practices. CAZEOQ certification a plus.
17TB 10/3

__ ¥
GOODSPEED

MUSICALS®

PROPOSALS FOR
SNOW PLOWING

Goodspeed Musicals
is accepting snow
plowing proposals for
all of our East Haddam
facilities.

Contact Tim Garland,
Director of Facilities at
tgarland@goodspeed.
org for details and to
schedule a mandatory
site visit.

Deadline for proposals
is end of business day

on 10/23/2025.

RE10-3-25

SCAPING SERV/g

- SINCE 1990 -

A~

NOW IS THE TIME TO
NEW BACKYARD OASIS.

PATIOS - FIREPITS - WALKWAYS

CALL US TO DISCUSS EXPANDING
YOUR YARD AND POSSIBILITIES!

860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT

SCHEDULE YOUR

RE2-18-22

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups
Snow Removal/Salting

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

LANDSCAPING

Commercial - Residential

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 EE=

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading
Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations
and Clearing
Plowing / Salting
Dump Runs
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

¢ 611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Now Offering

RE9-19-25

Shed Pads & Light Excavation

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing * Light Excavation Work
Mulching « Walkways ¢ Retaining Walls

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

FULLY INS URED LIC #0671 229

/A\h «\‘,.\JN\‘.N A ‘Al'/m MAA AU Al MAIN y VI.L'/‘ A/\ M l\’n\ M ku\ AL “JA )

Dorsey Construction

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

RE9-26-25

HERE COMES LEAF SEASON AGAIN.
iy Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923 / A

RLFrancks@comcast.net

Schedulmg Fall Cleanups Now

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be \,, /

falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around { | &

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation

Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT

I RE10-1-21

i e -~
Has your. garden gotten out of control?

Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= Garden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Soil
Amendment = Fertilize = Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

out all your
garden
woes."

RnR Garden Angels

Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0a04

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

GREEN VALLEY

LANDSCAPING LLC

RE3-31-23

Landscaping & Mulch Instali’ ’
Lawn Maintenance

860.531.2820

greenvalleyland.com

i

Now Scheduling
Weekly Mowing
& Fall Cleanup
Customers
Also Curbside
Leaf Removal
Colchester & Surrounding Towns
Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

ShoRrts. .=}
Landscaplng-
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowmg

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

Spring/Fall Clean-ups * Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Prumng Brush Clearing

Mulch ¢ Stones
Sldewalk Edging 30 YEARS

Sl g0 EXPERIENCE

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

B STUMP

Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED ¢« VETERAN DISCOUNTS
* Stump Grinding / Removal
* Brush Cutting
* Yard Expansions

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

RE3;24-23

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns

JEBE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR WEEKLY MOWING
Pruning - Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones * Snow Removal

Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jebelandscape.com

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

RE6-20-25

CIT3-9-23

L_KARLEYROSE Gardens LLC__§
* Light Land Clearing * Shed Pads * Trench Work
* Stone Driveways * New Lawns ° Light Excavating
* Garden Restorations, Mulching, Trimming
All Types of Landscaping

Licensed & Insured — SINCE 2004 —

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719

LIKE
US ON

REQ-19-25

Classifieds
Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
&
Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your
classified line
I ad to admin@ I
j 9lcitizen.com

\N“m"ﬁ

- SINCE 1990 -

-DON’T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT
.lIMING & FALL FERTILIZING-

860-295-9692 &

Marlborough, CT

RElO 8-21

DONDERO
LANDSCAPING ¢ LAWNCARE
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL FOR SCHEDULING
Large Boulders? We can break
them into usable wall stone!
Bluestone — treads, steps,
pattern, patios, sidewalks
Arborvitae — dark American
green giant, CT grown
Landscape Boulders, you pick
CALL FOR PRICING

Weeding / Pruning Spring / Fall Cleanup  Stump Removal
Grading Yard Drains Mulching / Edging Organic Fertilizing

Stone Work Brick Work Lawn Renovation Spring

Retaining Walls Walkways / Patios Topsoil Cleanup
Garden Walls  Brick / Bluestone Hydroseeding

Steps / Repairs Relevel / Rebase

Maintenance Tree Take Down
Weekly Mowing Yard Expansion

Bush Removal

DONDERO LANDSCAPING 860-228-2003

Top Soil e Crushed Stone e Mulch — FREE DELIVERY — 3 Yard Minimum

FREE Written
Estimates
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Wayne’s
TREE SERVICE, LLC
& Colchester, CT %
Fully Equipped

Tree Removal Experts
Hazardous Tree Removal
75 ft. Bucket Truck Service

‘ COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL ‘

Call Ken at Call Wayne at
860-996-2729 860-883-3234

RE10-18-24

SCHEDULE YOUR FALL
LEAF CEEANUP TODAY!

3% ol

S Don’t walit.
4»% %’g. %, AiCall to schedule a
LY i FREE estimate

Scalia & Associates, LLC
scaliaf@sbcglobal.net
Landscaping Services. |

Serving your community for 25 years.
(860) 657-4810

CIT9-11-25
I

JIM’S TREE -
STUMP REMOVAL { )

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

RE4-2-21

TREE
REMOVAL

We C;limb !

Licensed Arborist <
OnStaff _ ol

— YARD EXPANSIONS —

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

C & CLawncare — East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

RE10-13-23

RSK Tree Service, LLC
SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER,
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts » Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski — 860-573-1244
visa@ & ==  GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed ¢ Insured
rsktreeservicellc@gmail.com

Member
of BBB

www.generallandscaping.com

| We Climb or Bucket
Truck Service

Hazardous Tree Remova

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
FALL RATES!

¢ Aerial Work & Yard Expansions

NOW SCHEDULING
MULCHING SERVICE

& WEEKLY LAWN  [REE

MOWING ——

Commercial & Residential — Kyle C. Salamone, Owner

www.kclawncarellc.com Portland, CT
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. * Free Estimates 860-342-0352

Bulk
Materials
\" Lot

LAWN GARDEN REFRESH!

Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:
Premium Screened Top Soil for Lawns & Gardens
plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium
bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.

Pick it up or have it delivered - 7 days a week!

— LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM —

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6

93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

HARDWARE & GARDEN CENTER X

CIT5-26-22

JOSH'S JUNK RE-
MOVAL: All items re-
moved at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

L&R GENERAL MA-
SONRY: We special-
ize in perfection. We do
sidewalks, patios, out-
door kitchens, chimney
repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully in-
sured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

“-.. % Certified Arborists
A of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com
| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
SPECIALIZING IN DRIVEWAY
INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Crushed Stone & Gravel Products

Screened
Topsoil

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24
E—

Garden

Bobcat Services for all your

s for all Compost
small excavation projects

Mason Sand * Pool Sand
NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Drainage Problem? WE DELIVER

Backhoe/Bulldozer Services
Call us today. for Large & Small Jobs

Miller Road, Colchester *« 860-537-4093

RE4-5-24

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding « Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage ¢ Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
_ including roots

SENIOR
CITIZEN
DISCOUNT _-

maoosw —

[i Toper’s
Lawncare

SERVICES

NEED A RELIABLE

PLUMBER: or Home
Repair Pro? Call Justin
— Your Local Plumbing
& Bath Specialist! From
leaky pipes to full bath-
room makeovers, we do
it all: Pipe repair; Water
heaters, toilets & gar-
bage disposals; Kitchen
sinks & faucets; Tub &
shower valve replace-
ments; Full & partial
bath remodels. Fast.
Friendly. Affordable.
Free Estimates, Senior
Discounts, Licensed
& Insured, Call or Text
Justin Today: 203-440-

WATER
REPAIRS: We find the
leak, we fix it and all of
its damage.
siding, sheetrock, wood-
working, etc. 37 years
experience. Please call
Rene at 860-716-2678.

WINDOW
ING: Residential, $9 per
window inside and out.
Call 860-883-6775. Mr.
Squeegee.

DAMAGED  wOOD FLOORS:
Questioning  whether
your wood floors really
need sanding? Have
existing surface finish
deep cleaned, revital-
ized, with a durable ac-
rylic/urethane floor fin-
ish. The best alternative
to the mess, expense
of sanding. A great af-
fordable  appearance
booster for home sell-
ers. Carpets safely dry
cleaned. Experienced,
references, insured.
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only

Roofing,

CLEAN-

Big enough to be

professional — Small
enough to be personal

CT Lic
#555660

RE4-12-24

5496 Quality Work You
Can Trust!

LFAR BLUE

WATER SYSTEMS.

Residential & Commercial

6 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks

& Water Softeners & Filtration

& Rust & Iron Removal

¢ PH Correction

6 Odors Eliminated

é Radon & Uranium Mitigation

& Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753

RE11-18-22
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AIR FILTER CHANG-
ES, THERMOSTAT
REPLACEMENT: and
minor HVAC system
changes or upgrades.
Home and contract ser-
vices. On-call or regular
maintenance. Call 203-
537-0905 or smallh-
vacl23@gmail.com.

BLACK GOOSE CHIM-

NEY SWEEP: Dirty
chimneys can burn!
Having your chimney

cleaned yearly ensures
peace of mind. Dust-
free professional clean-
ing. Fully insured. Dave
860-267-8422.

ELECTRIC STAN LLC:
Offering service chang-
es for meters and pan-
els. Best price offered.
Licensed and Insured.
License  #202454E1.
860-716-7903.

CHIMNEY MAINTE-
NANCE: Cleaning,
caps, dampers, flash-
ing, furnace liners and
more. No nonsense, no
sales pitch, just the work
you want done. 35 yrs.
actual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP  RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING AND
REFINISHING: Custom
staining and finishing.
Repairing and laying of
all wood floors. Free es-
timates. James Gorman
860-647-9261.

aN
- ‘ﬁ

TLUTHIL L

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & §
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 =z 5

BBB { i

|'-»~-» Snow Septic Repair, LLc
[ — — FREE ESTIMATES —
Afully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations ¢ Real Estate Inspections
Repairs * System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing * Video Camera Pipe Inspections
Over 20 Years of Professional Experience
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available
SnowSepticRepair.com ¢ 860-221-8735

RE3-13-20
——

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS - FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

RE3-13-20

—
VISA
| —

Ceiling & Wall
Repair Specialists

All phases of Painting
Interior/Exterior
Texture Removal & Repair
Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage

Wellis Painting

Where Quality Still Counts

EST. 1986 — Lic# 568591
860-652-9259 cell 860-324-8544

CIT6-19-25

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Our 40™ Anniversary!

“Original Owners Since 1985

»

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
Now Scheduling for November!

(860) 537-1379

IS YOUR RETAINING
WALL : leaning or bul-
ging? But your material
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your
walkway not level or col-
lecting water? But ma-
terial still good? We can
re-base, re-use your old
material and save $$$!
Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003.

THE BETTER
HOUSEKEEPER: Pre-
mium cleaning for se-
niors, who value quality
and trust, because you
deserver the best. 860-
413-2353.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 ucins

CIT3-5-20

vove- “werove TPLUMBING & HEATIN

from dripping fancets to all ‘C—
your major plumbing/ heating needs
Water Heaters ® Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

MENT: Interior/exterior
painting,  window/door
installation, vinyl siding
installation and roof in-
stallation. Pool patio &
deck patio. Stucco, finish
basement, ceramic tiles,
bathroom, remodeling.
Building  maintenance,
fence installation. House
and office cleaning. Call

|

Lic. # P204015H389727

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
HIC. 0653192 » CALL US

860-598-8091

o
&
o)
<
)
w
4

RE9-1-23
—

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Insured

John, 860-796-0006.

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.
FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

FULLER

CIT3-5-20

AIRSERFLO

MECHANICAL ..

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC * Furnace * Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ® Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAII.ABLE —

#9334 860-989-5079

CT Lic

A
BBB.
: MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

DIAMDND',/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

Ele

RE10-4-24

ctrician Servjiees

FOR~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wzrzng
Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

AAA

9

.
BBB.
ELC. 0209770-E1

SALES - SERVICE -

www.thepowerisout.com

INSTALLATION

smenMLlNe@GeNenm'on

a division of \
STREHMLIN&‘JLECTIIIC uc

,.\

There is a better option than the brand

860.467.6466 o roarso much sbout Askus WHY!

KOHLER
GENERATORS

PLATINUM DEALER

CIT3-17-22

Free
Estimates

RE3-7-25

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

State of the Art
Equipment

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

= Owner Pricing
““““ All Work Guaranteed
& Local & State Specs r
Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

IMMEDIATE Driveways - Parking Lots
RESPONSE Gas Station . Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

Lic# 00548924
“All Work Guaranteed”

FULLY INSURED

Excavation & Drainage

860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

2

equipmentcompany inc.

Prouiding safe clean water
since 1967

Phone: 860-267-0110
WWW. h20eqU|pment com

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—— —— — ampavingct.com — — —

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC

DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS « DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK Over 25
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS years in
business

860-632-71283

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor e CT Lic #579594 b

BBB

CIT3-20-25

Caso S HVAC LLC

Heating * Cooling * Installatlon * Service
Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts
Residential & Commercial ® Over 20 Years Experience

sfggﬂﬁz (860) 267"585] Insured %
I'-----------------:I
: House Washing, :
1 Roof Cleaning, e
: Gutter Cleaning ~=%" )1 :
1 &More! Vi v
HIC. 0654618 - Insured I

! SﬂdS & Sunshme 11C lFREEN, !
ESTIMATEC |

: 860-942-3913 jcsivs o sxxan |

GREEN
VALLEY

PAVING

SEALCOATING

Asphalt Repair & Maintenance
Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820 [ f

CIT7-14-23
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SERVICES

JOHN LACY PAINTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Insured

Walls - $159

18' x 16' avg. room

RE3-15-24

Free Estimates

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

860-416-8354

john_lacy@icloud.com

STARKEY HOME RE-
MODELLING: Call today
for a free estimate on all
your Interior and Exterior
needs. Roofing, decks,
sheds, windows/doors,
gutters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry, sid-
ing, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring (tile,
hardwood, laminate &
vinyl), painting/staining,
insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-
573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’'t be beat.
Patios-walkways-steps-
walls-concrete-chimney-
pavers-bluestone-drain-
age-decking and more.
35 years’ experience.
Fully licensed and in-
sured.  HIC#0563329.
https://mersiniv12.wix-
site.com/allstarmasonry.
Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

CABINET REFACING:
Not an overpriced box
store or franchise. Lo-
cal company, cabinet-
makers specializing in
refacing since 1986. All
wood products, custom
work and counter tops.
Deal with the owner.
Wood’n Excellence
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,

moss? Optional low-
er cost guards. LO-
CAL. RELIABLE. AF-
FORDABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074.  Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc 860-498-2524.

Alan

,,J}Hmm Improvement

D&A TILE: Free estim-
ates. Licensed and in-
sured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME RE-
PAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

HARDWOOD FLOOR-
ING: Installation, re-
pairs, sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free es-
timates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC. Lo-
cally owned/ operated
info@brothershomeim-
provementct.com, Www.
BrothersHomelmprove-
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry

== Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 « Insured
— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.368.9486

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J & S MASONRY: De-
sign patio, pool patio,
Chimney repair. Stone
walls, brick walls, re-
taining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry
and home repairs. Call
John, 860-796-0006.

JACQUES BUILDING
& DEVELOPMENT:
KITCHENS ~ BATHS
~ DECKS. * Beautiful
Craftsmanship * Ex-
cellent References *
Licensed & Insured *
Owner On Every Job.
Call/Text: 860-918-
1401.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621'. /

7

89 Main St.

East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

860-267-8330

allaboutblindsct.com

RE1-10-25

;‘/\RES-I&ZO

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

RE12-4-20

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387 " obion <!

ROOF
REPAIRS

ROOFING

Full Roofing Systems
Leaks * Rec Rooms * Bathrooms
Decks * Windows * Doors

RE3-13-20

860.657.6462

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional, /
Exceptional Service M/

CﬁALL /fEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

CIT8-14-25

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV ¢S PRO PAINTING uc

Power Washing
860~-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

29 Years
Experience

CIT3-20-25

RENE’S INTERIOR
TRIM LLC: 35 years of
experience in all phas-
es of carpentry. Some
of the services we offer
include - Crown mold-
ing, chair rails, win-
dow-seats, bookcases,
entertainment centers,
cedar closets, custom
stairs. Pocket doors, in-
terior/exterior doors, ra-
diator covers, portocos,

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs & Flooring
* Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

mantles.  Wheelchair
ramps, replacement
hatchways, replace-

ment windows, sump-
pumps. Wood decking
changed to Trex, at-
tic stairs, new kitchen
and bath. Water dam-
age and rot repairs of
all kinds such as leaky
roofs, doors, windows
or plumbing fixtures.
We do complete repairs
of drywall and plaster!
We also combat the
entry of mice and more.
Call Rene 860-716-
2678.

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496 n

ROOFING: Decks, con-
crete side walks & pa-
tio, brick & stonework,
and more. Licensed &
insured. Call 860-894-
9919

HE

RE3-13-20

NEWS BULLETIN + October 3, 2025

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels &
Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors *

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 + Insured

Call 860.377.0380

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
» Commercial * Residential « Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —
Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

1wz%avver\Vaslung K.mgs

Otlers wark, We Clean%

Commercial / Residential / Condos

ROOF & HOUSE
CLEANING

Call for Roof U T O
friendly solutions

Washing Specials! for best results!

860'854'7079 — FULLY INSURED —

thepowerwashingkings.com

CIT6-13-24

860-657-6462

www.alansoucy.com

{“T;S‘(Agan
Soucy Solutions...ieating you right every time.
We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths
From design to finish you’ll love our work!
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,
visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

RE3-13-20

starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
Free Estimates
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com
Bonded & Insured — HIC#570442

FRANKLIN

Painting .ic

Your Neighborhood Painters

Call NOW for a quote on:

e Cabinet Refinishing
e Light Carpentry

e Light Commercial

e Color Assistance

e Interior

e Exterior Painting & Staining

* Powerwashing

e Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

CIT4-15-21

Drywall Service

& Repair, LLC

— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

959-888-1442

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services
Water Damage Repairs « Drywall New & Repairs
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

$100 OFF For New Customers

= CHARTER 56t ANNIVERSARY
since i 1969 EéISNTTOISET‘%ON Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

=l Home/Church/Historic [Elm® Preparation Specialist —
Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[l Since 1973 Over 2300 &l Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

[l Carpentry Services [l Hardwood Floor Finishing

[l Water Damage [Ellm Powerwashing
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25

PAINTING

LICENSED & INSURED

{

ESTIMA

ES

REASONABLE RATES — SENIOR DISCOUNTS

CIT5-22-25

FULLY INSURED -« HIC #0621468

Glastonbury 860.328.5057

A

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed

RESIDENTIAL

ey, HOME IMPROVEMENT
Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Skylights *« Windows * Gutters
Leaf Guards * Chimneys ¢ Ridge Vents * Repairs

Velux 5 Star Skylight
Specialist/Installer

Call (860) 334-9979

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

riors
,C

LLC

Siding Specials! "Bringing
- - a
Ligh Life" Ewas
ab(ﬁjstkour A ?< tgo t . r | A Siding
WA Tom S about ou Speycilglist i -Manycolorsand.stylestnchoosefr?m
"25 Year Workmanship NO LEAK * X % )i nduty's ot avaneed matr
Warranty!" Warrantyl * % + Lifetime warranty

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

RE4-22-22

| Windows

o 22 Kreiger lane,
Glastonbury

www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE
EVEN LABOI

* Protect your largest asset - fix roof
problems now and avoid costly repairs later

* Lower your energy costs

* Increase the resale value of your home
* Reduce maintenance

* Lifetime warranty

* Increase the resale value of your home
* Professional job from start to finish
« Lifetime warranty shingles

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!
* Roofing - Siding - Windows - Decks

CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Page 39

License #601216
Fully Insured

Free Estimates

“LET US FLOOR U”

Marc Viccaro

R.J. Swider

FLOORS R US

CIT3-5-20

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS Lic ¢
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
* Staining, Powerwashing

e Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
® Free Estimates, Insured

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

RE6-21-24

860-604-3411

Marc Viccaro
HIC # 0650133 « CT Licensed & Insured ;
ARKER

AINTING & !f

Interior/Exterior « Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —

CIT3-5-20

s> 860-338-0156

& INSURED

PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

 Swanson

CALL: 219-575-0370

IRe12-20-23

/A BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

o Fall is the Time to
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063

FULLY INSURED

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland

License #609553

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

RE3-18-22

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL » FULLY INSURED

* ADDITIONS
* DORMERS
* GARAGES

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* BASEMENTS
* BATHROOMS - SIDING
* KITCHENS
Certified Green Professional 8
Certified Aging in Place Specialist &
smwelch.com ¢ Insured ¢ CT 607510

* DECKS

* ROOFING

CLEANING

Carpentrv — Roofi HOME IMPROVEMENT HARDWOOD FLOORING Contracting, L.L.C.
arpentry — Roofing , _ g6 633 6015 ¢ . AARDVVAILIL PRI R 2 .
. 5 OVER20  =Replacement Specializing in Sanding / Finishing / Staining of Existing Floors Specializing in Additions & Remodeling
Windows — Doors ¢ —860.550.0932 § = Decks EXPyEeglglt‘E Windows & Doors Installation / Repairs Available — 25 Years Experience 5 860-228-3912
Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net * Remodels * Finish Trim 860_5 08_2 5 51 Locﬂ\/‘;ﬁf:;fences ! www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
= Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot) 2
= Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists

Rellable

l.ﬂ-“ﬂﬁ
KC MASONRY

Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls * Bluestone ¢ Steps
Fireplaces « Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

e aiss KEN (203) 558-4951

Quahty Workmanshlp
I

CIT3-5-20

Since 1992
MARK'S

PAINTING
860-267-4125

|Freshen Up for Fall! |

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

RE8-15-25

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

SERVICES

CIT9-26-24

F 11 S l BRAZILIAN CLEAN- HOUSE CLEANING: HOUSEKEEPING EX- iCLEAN SERVICES,
a peCIa S ING SERVICE: Re- Cleaning with care! De- PERT SEEKS NEW LLC: residential, com-
sponsible, Brazilian  tailed and trustworthy. CLIENTS:inColchester. mercial, post-construc-

860_657_45 54 woman seeking house  Weekly, biweekly, 10+ years’ experience. tion, one-time cleaning.
cleaning clients. Very monthly, or one-time Reliable, trustworthy, Good references. Free
professional and punc- cleaning. Resident-  and focused on details.  estimates. Please call

el

tual. Also good with ial/lCommercial. Twins Currently serving 10+ 860-680-0777.
pets. Only text Ana Pau-  Cleaning. Please call clients in the area. Re-
la 860-477-6035. Carol and Eny for Free ferences available. Free CHRISTINE’S
HEATING « AIR CONDITIONING « SHEET METAL FABRICATION Estimate 860-964-8531.  estmates and safisfac. CLEANING
Over 30 Years Experience « 24 Hour Emergency Service CLEANING LADY: An- tion guarantee. Call Ms. | COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
imal lover. Traditional Janeiro 860-438-9917. Building Maintenance

¥

celebratlng

30 YEARS
£ Quality service!
5 Q1995 2025

Lic.#392776

f'\./

*1000 OFF

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

Fully Licensed & Insured « Commercial/Residential

M.J. Emonds

MECHANICAL
== CONTRACTORS .
17 Nutmeg Lane °* Glastonbury
www.emonds.com

OMFOR
Ty

Full Roof or Siding

work ethic. Detail ori-
ented. Flexible. Great
references. Call Carol at
860-228-0012.

FOR SALE

16FT ALUMINIUM EX-
TENSION LADDER:
$50 or best offer. 860-
543-0898.

FIREWOOD
SONED/SPLIT:
wood. Full cord $285.

SEA-
hard

coverings for public din-
ners, etc. The Glaston-

FOR SALE: Living room
furniture couch, chair
coffee table, 2 end ta-
bles. Dining room hutch,
table, server, 6 chairs,
Bedroom retro bureau
with mirror, dresser and
2 night stands. Please

and Much More! First
Church of Christ, 2183

TAG SALE: 10-4-25
8:30 am to 1:00 pm 31
Blueberry Lane, Col-
chester

House & XMas Decora-
tions, Clothes, Games,
Toys, a Bin with FREE
items !!

ments, Record albums,
5 Gal fish tank, vases

Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer
Discount Available. 3

860-798-7961:

TAG SALE: Sat, 10/4,
8am-5pm. 214 North
Main Street, Marlbor-
ough. Three Vendors.
You name it, We got it!

TAG SALE: Sat,
4th, 9am-12pm. 15 Field

Oct

Half cord $185. Delivery  call 860-302-5191. Drive, Wethersfield.
included to local area. MULTIFAMILY IN-  Rain or Shine. Women'’s
‘ Quick delivery. Call 860- TAG SALES DOOR/OUTDOOR clothing (in great condi-
633-5766. ESTATE: RAIN or tion), household items,
ANNUAL FIRST  SHINE Tools Electron- tools. Everything must
H O M E I M P R OVE M E NT L LC KITCHEN AID MIXER: CHURCH GIANT TAG cs Yard/Office Furniture  go!
° Artisan 5-quart. Like SALE: Friday, 10/3, Housewares
new, used once or 12pm-6pm, Saturday, Appliances Records TAG SALE: We're
YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS twice. | paid $320, yours ~ 10/4 9am-3pm, Featur-  Collectables MUCH  downsizing! Furniture,
- . for $220. 860-543-0898.  ing  Books, Quality ~MORE! 9-4 Sat 10/11  knick-knacks, Hal-
Rooﬂn | Sldln | Gutters | WlndOWS Clothes, ~Craft Sup-  Sun 10/12 64 Dickinson loween décor, books,
g g END ROLLS OF plies, Kids Stuff, Jew- Rd Marlborough clothing, and many
NEWSPRINT:  Great elry, Collectibles, Home more unique items! Sun-
. for art projects , wrap- ~ Goods, Holiday Décor, TAG SALE: Mens day, 10/5. Rain or Shine.
or FREE Gutters Wlth ping and packing, table  Furniture, ~ Electronics,  clothing, yard orna- 476 Parum Road, Col-

chester. 10AM.

o bury Citizen. 87 Nutmeg ~ Main Street, Glaston-  and more. Saturday Oc-
Replacement oM Lane (off Oak Street) bury. tober 4, 9am-3pm, 163 AUTOMOTIVE

with this ad & 860-633-4691. Orchard Avenue, New-

y 5 MULTI FAMILY TAG ington. No early birds FOR SALE: 2013 Nis-

Fl“al’lCl'n ETHANALLEN 5-SEAT ~ SALE: 10/11&12 8a- please. san Sentra, 123K miles,

. SECTIONAL: All leath- 3p @ 30 Becker Ave, very good condition.

860-381 -9336 AVallab/e er. Neutral tan. Excel- Berlin Household items, TAG SALE: Sat, 10/4, Cail 860-214-6790.

lent condition. $1,900. furniture, apparel, sport-  8am-2pm, 89 Roberts
Must pick up. Located ing goods, toys, tools, Road, Marlborough.

christopherimprovement.com

in Colchester. Call 860-
303-7592.

small engines, vintage
and antiques. Too much
to list, Rain or Shine!

Housewares, tools, free
items. Something for
everyone. NO Early Birds.
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ct@ber iS
t\"-'s““ SEREBR™
Vi@nith!

f (¥ )
- q
[Free
Water Heater
Evaluation

’
)
’
~ Free In-Home
/

' Consultation and Free Indoor
- Estimate For . AirQuality
Furnace or Boiler . Improvement

. Replacement

_ Evaluation ' Free Generator \
: Inspection and

¢ Yearly Maintenance
Estimate

<

Free

CO Detector/
Smoke Detector
Inspection

LET ABSOLUTE AIR SERVICES ENSURIE
YOUR ROME IS READY FOR WINTER

Last Chance For 2025 Rebates and Federal Tax Credits.
0% Financing Always Available.

Calll Now! 860-613-5230

Or Visit Our Precuct Showreoom For Mere Information

Free Whole Home
Electrical Inspection

e

E&E@TE}U@M @H\WH@U@D\\H ,

Al P
Heating - Cooling - Electrical - Generators L
Lic # ELC-0202689 (

$1000.00 OFF
== » A NEW GENERAC
e TE| =S I WHOLE HOME
2 -- GENERATOR
INSTALLATION

: - As=E0o : S (VALID IF PURCHASED BY 10/31/25 _ JEESE 0
1116 PortIandCobaIth (Rt. 66), Portland N S\

Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM e -
All offers valid




