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Colchester’s Shea Leaves Lasting Legacy 
By Josh Howard

On Sept. 27, Colchester lost a legend in Dave 
Shea.

Following a brief illness, Shea passed away at 
the age of 91, leaving behind a legacy in the ath-
letic arena and beyond. 

Shea was best known for coaching basketball 
at Bacon Academy for 49 years, first coaching 
the boys program for 23 seasons before taking 
over the girls program for 26 more seasons. 
He won a state title with the boys in 1981 and 
would later capture two more state champion-
ships with the girls in 2009 and 2012.

Over his nearly five decades on the sidelines, 
Shea won 72% of his games, finishing with an 
overall record of 778-308 and his team’s quali-
fied for the state tournament in 48 of his 49 sea-
sons.

Kevin Fennell, who guided Bacon Acad-
emy girls basketball to the program’s third state 
championship this past winter, received his ini-
tial coaching job as an assistant under Shea. 

Fennell said that Shea had a competitive fire, 
yet coached with class and called his mentor, 
“the single biggest influence on me in regards to 

coaching and teaching.”
“What stands out the most was his ability to 

motivate each player individually,” noted Fen-
nell, who coached under Shea from 1998-2007. 
“He loved to engage and motivate every single 
member of the team, and that always stuck with 
me.” 

Along with serving as an assistant coach un-
der Shea, Fennell was a student at Bacon Acade-
my when Shea was a physical education teacher 
at the school. Shea taught locally since the early 
1960s,  also teaching science and working as a 
guidance counselor during his nearly 40 years 
of service.

Colchester to the Core
Shea’s local roots date back to his early child-

hood when he grew up in the center of Colches-
ter. He would become a three-sport star (soccer, 
basketball, and baseball) in high school before 
graduating Bacon Academy in 1952. 

During his time on the local courts, Shea was 
an all-state basketball player and initially ce-
mented his name in the record books by becom-
ing the first 1,000-point scorer in the school’s 
history. 

Following graduation, he pursued a profes-
sional baseball career, where he moved his way 
through the ranks and played at the Triple A 
level for the Philadelphia Athletics. 

Eventually realizing that teaching and coach-
ing were his next passions, Shea received a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Con-
necticut. He later got a master’s degree from 
Eastern Connecticut State University before 
obtaining a sixth-year degree in administration 
and supervision from UConn.

Along with his long tenure coaching basket-
ball at Bacon Academy, Shea was the baseball 
coach for 24 seasons where he guided the team 
to over 300 victories – giving him over 1,000 
victories between basketball and baseball – and 
also served as the school’s athletic director. 

Bacon Academy’s current athletic director, 
Kevin Burke, referred to Shea as “a legendary 
figure in Colchester and Bacon Academy.”

“He was known not only as a great athlete, 
coach and storyteller, but as the heart and soul 
of the community’s sports scene,” stated Burke. 
“His natural athleticism and sharp mind for the 

A Nurse’s Gift: The Journey to Becoming a Living Donor

Michelina Tanner, who grew up in Colchester, recently made the altruistic decision 
to donate one of her kidneys – to a total stranger. Pictured here, the Tanner family 
sits together. From left to right, there is daughter Emma, 24, Michelina, Lily, 9, her 
husband Steve and Charlotte, 22.

By Toriana Williams
Michelina (Wilcox) Tanner made herself a 

promise that if no one in her family needed one 
of her kidneys by the time she turned 50, she’d 
give it to someone who did.

“I told myself that if I didn’t need it, or no-
body in my family needed it when I was 50, then 
it could go to somebody else,” she said. 

It wasn’t an impulsive thought – it was some-
thing that had quietly taken root over years of 
working as a nurse and seeing firsthand the toll 
of kidney disease. 

“Working in the hospital in the community, I 
realized how much kidney disease affects peo-
ple’s lives – not only the patients, but the fami-
lies of the patients as well.”

Tanner, who grew up in Colchester, said the 
idea also came from personal experience.

“My grandmother needed dialysis at the end 
of her life, as did my husband’s grandfather,” she 
recalled. “[Donating] just made sense to me. 
… It seemed like something that I could do to 
make a difference in somebody else’s life.”

“I waited until I was 51, and then I decided, 
all right, I guess I still don’t need this kidney,” 
Tanner said with a laugh. “So I started the pro-
cess of becoming a living donor, which is actu-
ally a very simple process.”

She reached out to Yale New Haven Hospital’s 
transplant program. “Once they realized that I 
was a good candidate based on my age and co-
morbidities, things like that, I started the pro-
cess of going through all the testing,” she said.

The process, though described as simple, was 
thorough. 

“The first testing was basically an oral ques-

tionnaire,” Tanner explained. “They ask you a 
bunch of questions about your family history, 
comorbidity, habits – specifically health habits.”

From there, she met with a social worker, 

surgeon, transplant coordinator, dietitian and 
a living donor advocate. Once cleared, the real 
testing began. 

“I had so much blood work and so much 

testing I would never, ever have done had I not 
wanted to do this,” she said. “It included blood 
work, urine testing, a CAT scan, an X-ray, and 
EKG – basically, any sort of testing that you 
could ever need was done prior to making sure 
that I was a good donation candidate.”

When all results came back positive, Tanner 
was “activated” – cleared to donate – and her in-
formation was entered into the National Kidney 
Registry.

That’s when things became personal. 
“It turns out that a good friend of my cousin 

had just started dialysis recently and needed a 
kidney,” she said. “So I proceeded kind of with 
that in mind- knowing there was somebody out 
there that I would be able to help.”

Unfortunately, Tanner wasn’t a direct match 
for her cousin’s friend. But the National Kidney 
Registry provided a way for her donation to still 
help. 

“The person that ultimately I wanted to re-
ceive a kidney was not a match, but registering 
through the National Registry allows them to 
basically get a living donor more quickly than 
they would without having a donation from 
me,” she explained.

In simple terms, Tanner’s kidney went to an 
anonymous recipient, and her donation helped 
move her intended recipient up on the registry 
list to receive one in return. 

“They transplant my kidney into somebody 
that is compatible,” she said, “and then they start 
basically looking immediately for a kidney for 
the person that I was hoping to better.”

Her surgery took place eight days ago at press 
See A Nurse’s Gift, page 4
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OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19TH 

1pm to 3pm
152 STANAVAGE RD, COLCHESTER, CT

TEXT 860-334-4808

Offered by Joe Piechta and Zach Caldwell
This beautiful newly constructed ranch offers relaxed one floor 
living with all the amenities.  Three large bathrooms, an open 

floor plan perfect for entertaining. First floor laundry room. Sep-
arate entrance for future room over garage which could be used 
for office or gameroom, large basement, front and back porches.

Come take a look, you won’t be disappointed.
$859,600
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25Check out 0ur website with a video walkthrough of 

property  https://152 stanavageroad @relahq,com

NOW IN COLCHESTER

Scan here to schedule 
a consultation today:

 (860) 423-9231 pruelawgroup.com/colchester

When legal matters, we’re here for you:

Eastern
Connecticut’s
Premiere Law Firm

Estate Planning . Estate Settlement & Probate

Elder Law, Title 19 & Conservatorships . Business Law 

Real Estate Law . Personal Injury Law . Litigation . Divorce & Family Law

COLCHESTER – NEW!
167 Lebanon Avenue, Suite B

WILLIMANTIC
720 Main Street

BROOKLYN
7 Putnam Place

COVENTRY
2181 Boston Turnpike

Follow us @pruelawgroup

RE 10-10-25

Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

History Museum
Open Saturday

The Andover Historical Society will open 
its Museum of Andover History, this Satur-
day, Oct. 18, from 2-4 p.m. New items are 
continuously being added to the display, so 
if you haven’t visited in a while, stop in and 
see what is new. 

The museum is located in the Old Town 
Hall on Monument Lane.

Bingo & Basket
Raffle Night

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 
6, will hold Bingo & Basket Raffle Night on Fri-
day, Oct. 17, starting with dinner at 5:30 p.m.  
Game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
with questions.

1234 Huntington Turnpike
Bridgeport, CT 06610

33 Berlin Road
Cromwell, CT 06416

500 Main Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

BRIDGEPORT

CROMWELL

EAST HARTFORD For use only by
adults 21 years of

age and older. 
Keep out of the reach

of children.

DRIVE-THRUNOW OPENIN EASTHARTFORD

You don’t have to go
far to get CRISP.

Keep it local — Crisp Cannabis is right around the corner.
 Whether you’re coming from down the road or across town, our East

Hartford and Cromwell locations are your go-to Central CT dispensaries.
 

Stop in, stock up, and stay cozy this season.

CRISP CANNABIS 

CRISP CANNABIS 

EASTHARTFORD

CROMWELL

84

91

RE10-17-25
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See More Andover News, page 5
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MARLBOROUGH $299,900

7 CAFFYN DRIVE

NEW TO MARKET!

MARLBOROUGH $405,000

34 N. MAIN STREET

SOLD!

COLCHESTER $550,000

155 BULL HILL RD

SOLD!

GLASTONBURY $275,000

32 NEWBERRY LANE

RANCH CONDO!

MARLBOROUGH $600,000

16 OGDEN LORD ROAD

SOLD!

COLCHESTER  $599,900

19 BIGELOW ROAD

MARLBOROUGH $1,132,000

36 FOX MEADOW

HIGHEST SALE IN MARLBOROUGH 2025!

SALE PENDING!

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

10% Discount on our 
Leaf Protection System! 

Call Today!
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

Large Country Cape with Full In-Law 1st Floor Apartment near Amston Lake in 
Hebron! 11 Rooms! 3 Full Baths! Walk to the Beach! Covered Front Porch! 2 Car 

Garage! Shed! Fireplace! Tons of Updates! Large Deck Overlooking Private Back Yard! 
$$467,400. A Must See! 

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Storyteller to Visit Library
 Andover Public Library welcomes Connecti-

cut storyteller Denise Manning Keyes Page to 
the library on Tuesday, Oct. 28, at 6 p.m. 

Page will tell the story about her ancestor, 
John Wesley Manning, an enslaved man in 
Edenton, N.C., who purchased his freedom and 
moved to New Haven, registered a patent for his 
invention, bought property, and sent two of his 
sons to Yale University, from which they gradu-
ated in 1880 and 1881. 

All are invited to attend the program. While 
an RSVP isn’t necessary, if you plan to attend, 
call the library at 860-742-7428.

Funky Monkey Artisan Fair
The semi-annual Funky Monkey Artisan Fair 

is Saturday, Oct. 18, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., in An-
dover, hosted by Over AndOver Barntique and 
Fitch Family Farm. 

The fair will take place on the grounds of 
Over AndOver’s store location and Scott’s Tree 
Farm, with an open trail connecting both prop-
erties, featuring crafters, food trucks and a gift 
basket gallery to benefit charity partner, Shine 
Your Light CT. Come out to see all the vendors 
selling such items as jewelry, furniture, glass art, 
salvage finds and treasures, reclaimed metal and 
wood, lighting & functional art, pottery, wall 
art, soaps & candles, mixed media, repurposed 
fabric goods, handbags, holistic and intuitive 
resources, decorative signs and homespun bath 
and body products. 

For food trucks, you will see Square Peg Piz-
za and Skyscraper Sandwiches, plus The Local 
Lemon for delicious fruity drinks. Live music by 
Steve McCarthy will be from noon-2 p.m. and 
karaoke will kick off the day from 10 a.m.-noon. 
Also, don’t miss the RHAM High School Soccer 
“Popcorn & Corn Hole” fundraising tent and 
the 3D Haunted House (run by Spirits Rising, 
with fee at door to raise funds for Haunts for the 
Homeless). 

 Parking will be at 11 Bunker Hill Road 
(which you can access from Route 6 before 

the detour). Be sure to peruse both sides of the 
fair to see all of the vendors and food trucks by 
walking up and down the trail to and from the 
farm and Over AndOver. Golf cart rides are 
available, sponsored by MyTech Plumbing & 
Heating. Visit the gift basket gallery, filled with 
handcrafted items donated by the participat-
ing artisans to raise funds for Shine Your Light 
(SYL) and their mission to provide healing ex-
periences, such as art and yoga, to those who are 
most in need. 

For a full list of participating vendors and 
weather updates, visit www.overandoverct.com. 
For inquiries, call Wendy at 860-306-3858.

Caregiver Support Group to Meet
The newly formed support group for caregiv-

ers will meet Thursday, Oct. 23, at 7 p.m., at An-
dover Public Library on Route 6.

This is the group’s fifth gathering and will 
highlight resources available from Colebrook 
Village in Hebron and Buckingham Heights in 
Glastonbury, as well as a “Show and Tell” seg-
ment where participants share handy tips, tools, 
or gadgets that assist in caregiving.

The meeting provides a space for individuals 
who are navigating the challenges, stresses, and 
rewards of caring for loved ones. This support 
group is designed to bring together caregivers 
who are traveling the same road, offering a space 

to share experiences, learn about resources, and 
connect with others who understand firsthand 
the challenges of caregiving. 

Participants will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss practical tips, tools, and strategies for daily 
caregiving, as well as gain insight into available 
resources. Whether you have recently stepped 
into the role of caregiver or have been provid-
ing care for years, this group aims to foster a 
sense of community, reassurance, and encour-
agement. 

For more information, call co-host Dianne 
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at 
860-916-6122.
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Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
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noon. Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s 
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(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com
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The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
My mother tried very hard to “raise me right,” as the saying goes, and I‘d like to think that 

she did a pretty good job overall, though I suspect if we put it to a popular vote the result 
would be far from unanimous.

One of Mother’s routine admonishments was that I should treat people the way I want to 
be treated. This is fine, but only to a point. I mean if I actually tried to treat people the way 
I would like to be treated, I’d be giving them free motorcycles, paying some total stranger’s 
restaurant bill out of the so-called goodness of my heart and assuring total imbeciles that they 
couldn’t possibly be as stupid as they appear to be. I’m sorry but there’s a difference between 
being a good person and setting yourself on fire in the name of brotherly love.

Still, I try to be considerate within reason. I make a reasonable effort to avoid running over 
squirrels that dart out in front of my car and I stop for people using the crosswalk even though 
it’s inconvenient. I pretend to be delighted when a nephew gives me a picture of himself for 
Christmas (hopefully, I’ll be able to use the frame for something worthwhile) and I would 
never dream of telling a certain elderly relative that her cabbage rolls would gag a seagull. (I 
really don’t care for cabbage rolls, but I’m willing to choke them down on the off chance that 
she’ll leave me something in her will.)

I’m far from perfect, but I try (with mixed success) not to openly hate or disparage certain 
people or organizations with at least one notable exception:

I simply detest the New York Yankees.
That’s right. I admit it. When it comes to baseball, I’m a Red Sox fan and if the Red Sox 

aren’t playing, my motto is ABY (Anybody But the Yankees).
And so it was last week that I found myself cheering on the Toronto Blue Jays as they humil-

iated the Devil Spawn Yankees, winning their American League Division Series three games to 
one. The final victory was all the more delicious in that it took place at Yankee Stadium before 
tens of thousands of Satan’s minions (all decked out in obnoxious Yankee shirts and hats) who 
straggled home weeping like distraught children as a bunch of Canadians (Yes, Canadians!) 
romped joyfully around New York’s home field.

If this sounds mean-spirited of me…well, it is. But I can’t help it.
And believe me, it’s reciprocal. After all, it was some vicious Yankees fan who came up with 

the so-called joke that goes: What’s the difference between a Fenway Park hotdog and a Yankee 
Stadium hotdog? Answer: You can buy a Yankee Stadium hotdog in October.

Oh yeah. Simply hilarious. 
This is the same team that thinks winning 27 World Series Championships gives them the 

right to dominate the Baseball Hall of Fame, totally poisoning my then ten-year-old son’s 
visit to Cooperstown a couple of decades ago. A dedicated Red Sox fan in his own right, he 
emerged from the exhibition hall in a complete funk muttering “it’s just a shrine to the Yan-
kees.” Even a moment of reverence in the presence of Red Sox pitcher Curt Schilling’s legend-
ary bloody sock failed to cheer him up.

And so (Mother’s efforts through the years notwithstanding) it pleases me that the Yankees 
have not made it to the World Series since 2009, a fact that has to be driving those annoying 
perennial winners absolutely crazy. Once again this year, they (like the Red Sox unfortunately) 
will be “participating” in the World Series only as disappointed spectators.

If there’s any consolation to be shared between bitter rivals, it’s that at least neither of us will 
be forced to watch the other compete for the title. Let us give thanks.

In the meantime, I find myself unable to stop humming the Canadian national anthem.
It’s quite a catchy tune actually.

Jim Hallas

First off, congrats to all of you who made 
the new early deadline for letters to the editor. 
Yes, a few seemed to have missed the memo – 
and don’t worry, folks, you’ll see your letters 
next week – but for the most part, everyone 
cooperated and got their letters in by noon on 
Monday.

I hope you all enjoyed the early deadline – 
because, remember, you get to do it all over 
again next week! For every Rivereast until 
Election Day (in other words, the Oct. 24 and 
31 issues), the deadline for letters to the edi-
tor will be noon Mondays. The deadline for 
all other copy – such as press releases, event 
listings, senior and church news, etc. – will 
remain Tuesdays at noon. But if you want a 
letter in, it must be in by noon Mondays. No 
exceptions will be made.

Speaking of those letters, I imagine some 
of you are asking: Where are they? After all, 
don’t the letters to the editor usually start on 
this page? Well, yes, usually that’s the case – 
but this week, the letters are in a special, bo-
nus section of the paper (“Section II,” as we’ve 
creatively called it). There are also additional 
news articles and advertising in that section. 
So be sure to check out Section II this week!

* * *
Speaking again of letters to the editor: As I 

just mentioned, after this week there are only 
two Rivereasts until Election Day. That means 
next week’s issue, the Oct. 24 Rivereast, will be 
the LAST CHANCE for any writers to send in 
letters critical of candidates or attacking them 
in any way. That’s so that the candidates can 
have a chance to respond to any of those at-
tacks in the Oct. 31 issue, before the majority 
of people head out to the polls. 

So if you want to say anything negative 
about anyone running, next week is it, folks. 
Speak then or forever hold your peace. 

Accordingly, all letters for the Oct. 31 issue 
must be positive in nature. No negative letters 
about any candidates will be accepted. You 

have your chance to be negative next week. 
For Oct. 31, keep it light, keep it sunny, keep 
it positive. 

So, to recap: Next week is your LAST 
CHANCE to be negative. Get it off your chest. 
It might be therapeutic. And then, for the Oct. 
31 issue, it’s endorsements only, or letters that 
are otherwise positive in nature.

* * *
Earlier this year, Connecticut lawmakers 

began exploring whether to, or how, the state 
should regulate homeschooling. It’s proven to 
be a divisive issue.

According to CT News Junkie, homeschool 
advocates have said restrictions simply pun-
ish responsible parents who homeschool 
their students, many of whom are successful 
academically. Others, however, have said ad-
ditional oversight is necessary to ensure all 
children are properly educated and safe.

Next week, state Rep. Irene Haines (R-
34), whose district includes East Hampton, 
will host a public forum entitled “Hands Off 
Homeschoolers!” – a fairly dramatic name if 
you ask me, but I wasn’t consulted. Anyway, 
the forum will bring together parents, educa-
tors, and legislators for an open discussion on 
the state’s approach to homeschooling and pa-
rental rights in education.

The discussion will take place Wednesday, 
Oct. 22, from 6-7:30 p.m., at the East Haddam 
Grange Hall, 488 Town St., East Haddam.

Haines will be joined by four other Repub-
lican state representatives, including Steve 
Weir, whose district includes Andover, He-
bron and Marlborough.

“Educational choice is a parental choice,” 
said Haines. “Homeschooling families in 
Connecticut deserve to have their voices 
heard and their rights respected. This forum 
is an opportunity for us to listen, learn, and 
ensure that parents – not bureaucrats – re-
main in charge of their child’s education.”

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$A Nurse’s Gift, cont. from page 1

The New Record-Holder!... Meredith Weir (sixth from left) broke RHAM’s vol-
leyball record for most aces in a career when she recorded her 212th ace. Weir is 
flanked by teammates to celebrate her accomplishment at RHAM High School. 

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

time and went as smoothly as she could have 
hoped. “It was about two and a half or three 
hours,” Tanner said. “I stayed overnight because 
they have to measure all your blood work and 
urine to make sure that your existing kidney is 
working enough to be able to sustain life.”

The day after surgery, she went home.
When asked if she ever doubted her deci-

sion, she didn’t hesitate. “No. No before and not 
since,” she said. “And it’s been eight days, so – so 
far, so good.”

Tanner said her recovery has been manage-
able. 

“There’s been a little bit of pain, but nothing 
that is uncontrolled,” she said. “I have a few inci-
sions that I have to care for, but that’s fairly easy 
to do. It’s just monitoring for signs of infection 
and making sure the sites look good.”

Despite having one less organ, Tanner hasn’t 
seen the downtime as an interruption. “I don’t 
really feel like it’s putting my life on hold,” she 
said. “I think it’s just giving myself time to re-
cover so I can go back to my job of being a nurse 
and helping other people. Because with any job, 
if you don’t take care of yourself, then you can’t 
take care of anybody else.”

The emotional payoff has been profound, 
Tanner admitted. 

“I did find out that the person that received 
the kidney [had] a successful transplant,” she 
said. “The only thing I know so far is that the 
kidney has been successfully transported to 
somebody in Georgia.”

“It feels good,” she added. “It feels good 
knowing that somebody may not have to go 
through dialysis or go through trying to live 
with end-stage renal disease. Because I know 

how that affects somebody’s whole life as well 
as their family.”

As a nurse, Tanner knows the reality of dialy-
sis all too well.

“Dialysis really takes a toll on somebody’s 
physical, as well as mental, health,” she said. “It 
affects everything – from what the person can 
eat to whether or not they can go on vacation, 
to what kind of job they can have.”

Even after giving up one kidney, Tanner’s 
health remains strong. 

“Somebody can live a very long and produc-
tive life with only one kidney,” she said. She just 
has to “watch for things like salt and protein” 
to protect her remaining kidney, and maintain 
healthy blood pressure.

To anyone considering becoming a living 
donor but feeling hesitant, Tanner’s message is 
simple: “Reach out to your local hospital. Yale 
and Hartford both have programs. They could 
also reach out to the National Kidney Registry 
or to somebody that’s gone through the dona-
tion process. I would be willing to talk to any-
body about it.”

Tanner said she also hopes more people start 
thinking about organ donation in general.

“I don’t think people talk about organ do-
nation all that much unless it directly affects 
them,” she said. “I just don’t think people know 
about it. It’s not really discussed unless some-
body in your life is at the end of their life, or 
if you have somebody in your life that actively 
needs a donation.”

For Tanner, the experience reaffirmed both 
her compassion and her calling.

“It’s important,” she said. “The more people 
know, the better.”
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

Come fill up your tanks for your RV & gas grill!

Remember To Winterize Your Car... 
Coolant, Tires, Batteries, headlight restoration 

and more! Call for your appointment today!  

Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8-12:30
11/13 Pickering Street 860-342-0612Portland

RE10-18-24

A Chill is in the Air

Thermal Underwear, Face Masks, 
Socks, Flannel Shirts, Gloves, 
Winter Jackets, Wool Blankets

& much more to keep you warm.

Carhartt: Jackets, Vests,
Coveralls, Overalls, Pants

The forum will give attendees a chance to 
share their experiences, concerns, and per-
spectives on homeschooling and proposed 
state regulations.

The event is open to the public. For more 
information, contact Haines’ office at Irene.
Haines@housegop.ct.gov or 800-842-1423.

* * *
And now for something completely differ-

ent. Did you graduate from Lyman Memorial 
High School in 1980? If so, your 45th class re-
union is coming up!

The reunion will take place Sunday, Nov. 9, 
at 6 p.m. For details, contact Lois Taylor via 
Facebook or at maqc6@aol.com.

* * *
From one Lyman to another… Lyman Or-

chards in Middlefield is once again going all 
out for Halloween. This year, its annual Evi-
dence of Evil Haunted Attraction opened on 
Oct. 3. Horror enthusiasts can fully immerse 
themselves in a frightening experience in this 
interactive haunted attraction.

In a press release, Lyman Orchards stressed 
Evidence of Evil is not your typical haunted 
house. It combines cinematic storytelling, live 
actors, and what Lyman promised are “high-
intensity scares.”

“We’re always looking for ways to provide 

a unique and personal experience, something 
that sets us apart from other attractions,” said 
David Belas of Evidence of Evil.

At the heart of this year’s attraction is 
The Hunter’s Cabin, an all-new experience 
steeped in sinister folklore.

Deep in the woods lies a forgotten cabin… and 
the hunter who never left. In The Hunter’s Cabin, 
trophies line the walls, traps still snap shut, and 
something sinister stalks your every move.

“With The Hunter’s Cabin, we’re giving 
guests a completely new kind of experience – 
one that we guarantee you have not done any-
where else,” said Justin Coretto of Evidence of 
Evil.

Evidence of Evil is so intense, in fact, that 
Lyman has rated it PG-13. It’s not recom-
mended for young children, and kids under 
16 must be accompanied by an adult – no ex-
ceptions.

Evidence of Evil will take place every Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday through Nov. 1 – though 
it’ll be closed on Halloween itself, Oct. 31.

Tickets will be sold online only; no tickets 
will be available at the door. This is an out-
door event, so please dress accordingly. For 
more information, visit lymanorchards.com.

* * *
See you next week.

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

Fenced yard. Perfect for 
boats, campers, cars, 

trucks, trailers, etc.
RT 66, Portland

Call 860-836-4489

Outdoor Storage Space 
Available

RE10-10-25

Standout Athletes of the Week (Double Dose)

Portland High School twin brothers Breckin Burke (left) and Hayden Burke finished 
in first and second place at both the Harry Heraghty Invite and Wickham Invitational 
over the last month. The two are pictured racing at Wickham Park on Oct. 11.  Photo 
by Ron Knapp from MySportsResults.com.

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standouts for the week 

of Sept. 29-Oct. 5:
Hayden and Breckin Burke – Portland High 

School (Cross-Country): The Burke brothers 
were the top two finishers at the 13th Annual 
Harry Geraghty Invite at Nevers Park in South 
Windsor. Hayden won the event with a time of 
16:48.30 and Breckin was an eyeblink behind 
with a time of 16:48.60. The pair easily bested 
the third-place finisher, Jason Rycerz of Wind-
sor, by over 32 seconds. The duo then placed 
first and second in the small school division at 
the 42nd Wickham Cross-Country Invitation-
al, with Hayden conquering the hills at Wick-
ham Park in 16:45.13 and Breckin finishing in 
16:46.57. 

Mia Hageman – Bacon Academy (Soccer): 
Hageman scored the only goal of the match 
as Bacon Academy edged Stonington, 1-0, on 
Oct. 4 as the Bobcats remained perfect (11-0) 
this fall. Hageman, a senior captain, has been 

a clutch performer all season, also scoring the 
game-winner in a 2-1 victory over Waterford 
the previous week. 

Caiden Rojas – RHAM High School (Soc-
cer): Rojas scored five goals over the course of 
two games last week. Rojas, a junior, first scored 
a pair of goals during the team’s 3–2 victory over 
Glastonbury on Sept. 30 and then netted a hat 
trick, scoring all three of the team’s goals during 
a 3-3 tie with East Hartford on Oct. 3. 

Cassie Owocki – East Hampton High 
School (Soccer): Owocki, a sophomore, was in 
net as the Bellringers blanked a pair of oppo-
nents. Owocki first stymied Westbook, 6-0, on 
Oct. 2 and the following day she kept the net 
clean in a 3-0 victory over Cromwell. It was the 
fifth time that Owocki and the Bellringers have 
held an opponent scoreless this fall and the wins 
improved East Hampton to 9-0-2. 

Here are the Rivereast Standouts for the week 
of Oct. 6 – Oct. 12:

Meredith Weir – RHAM High School (Vol-

leyball):  Weir  broke the school record in ser-
vice aces, recording her 212th career ace at the 
varsity level. As of Oct. 8, Weir had posted 217 
career aces, including 47 this season. Weir, a se-
nior captain, has also racked up 235 kills, 215 
digs and 11 blocks for a Raptors team that en-
tered the week on an eight-game winning streak 
and have won 12 of 13 games overall. 

Jocelyn Gustavson – East Hampton High 
School (Cross-Country): Gustavson placed 
seventh overall at the 66th Nonnewaug Cross-
Country Invitational on Oct. 3. Gustavson, a 
senior, crossed the finish line in 20:35 to placed 
ahead of 91 other competitors at the annual 
race held at Nonnewaug High School. The Bell-
ringers placed fourth overall as a team, besting 
11 other programs as the meet. 

Kiersten Page – Bacon Academy (Cross-
Country): Page placed third overall in the small 
school division at the Wickham Cross-Country 
Invitational on Oct. 11. Page, a sophomore, fin-

ished the course in 21:13.83 to earn a spot on 
the podium and place ahead of 92 other runners 
in her field. 

Lily Tabellione – Portland (Cross-Coun-
try): Tabellione was named the Northeast 
Conference (NEC) Rookie of the Week twice 
in September. Tabellione, a 2024 PHS gradu-
ate now running at Central Connecticut State 
University, first earned the honor by finishing 
11th at the Father Bede Invitational with a time 
of 15:36.1, the fastest time of any NEC freshman 
at the event. She was then recognized again after 
being the top Blue Devil rookie at the 21st An-
nual CCSU Ted Owen Invitational, completing 
the 5K course at Stanley Quarter Park in a time 
of 18:53, the fifth-fastest among all college rook-
ies at the event. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC) is open daily from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
lounge is open for cards, games and puzzles any-
time, and coffee is always on. All are welcome. 
For all senior-related events, call Director Tess 
Grous at 860-798-6862. The center’s monthly 
newsletter is available on the Town of Andover 
website, www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month, ask for Haley at the 
center, at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Upcoming Events: Transportation available 
for all programs. For full event descriptions, call 
the senior center or see the online newsletter. 
Chair Yoga with Haley: Mondays, Oct. 20 and 27, 
10-11 a.m. Food Pantry Transportation: Mon-
days, Oct. 20 and 27, 5 p.m., and Wednesday, 
Oct. 29, 8 a.m. There will also be transportation 
to the Foodshare Truck Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 
8:30 a.m. For more information on other avail-
able dates and times for Foodshare Truck and the 
Food Pantry, call Joan Soucy 860-208-3226. 

Movie & Snack: Mondays, 11 a.m. Dominos: 
Monday, Oct. 27, 11 a.m.; Setback: Monday, Oct. 
20, 11 a.m. Shopping Trips: Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. 
– Willimantic on 10/21  8:30 AM Shop in Wil-
limantic on 10/21, and in Manchester on 10/28. 

Open Sew & Stitch: Thursdays, Oct. 23 and 
30, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Chess and Checkers Club: 
Thursdays, Oct. 23 and 30, 3-4:30 p.m. Free. 

Community Yoga: Thursdays, Oct. 23 and 
30, 5:45–6:45 p.m., cost is $10. For more infor-
mation, contact Linda Derick at 860-655-4409. 
Gentle Yoga: Fridays, Oct. 24 and 31, 8:30–9:30 
a.m., cost is $10. For more information, contact 
Haley Proto at 203-645-4933. 

Strong & Steady – Resistance Band Work-
out: Fridays, Oct. 24 and 31, 10-11 a.m. For 
more information, contact Haley Proto at 203-
645-4933. 

Coffee & Crafts: Friday, Oct. 24, 12:30 p.m. 
Art Display: Kim Desrosiers is the October 

Artist of the Month. 
Travel In Time Club: Call Grous to partici-

pate or for more information.
Flu/COVID Vaccine Clinic: Monday, Oct. 

20, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Beginner Stained Glass Class: Friday, Oct. 

24, 6-8 p.m., $65.
Hair Care with Helen: Monday, Oct. 27, 10 

a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $20 for a dry haircut. Space 
is limited. 

Harvest Parade: Friday, Oct. 31, 1 p.m. Free. 
Prepare a gift to hand out. Call Grous for more 
details.

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover
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Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. 6am-4pm Sun. 6am - 3pm

Located at 8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
(860) 295-9251

Grill open daily til 4pm for Breakfast & 
Lunch - Saturday and Sunday til 3pm.

Pizza Slices Every Weekend!

Sunday Brunch! Stuffed Breads Daily!
Stop in for a catering menu.

RE10-17-25

Cider Donuts 
& Apple Fitters 

are Here!

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Private Room Rental Available UpstairsBOOK 
NOW!

Now serving Beer, Wine & Spirits from Ark Distillery!

Live music 
w/Matt Sperzel 

Thurs. 10/23 5-8pm 
Drink Specials

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE10-17-2547 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL Sunday 
Ticket!

10 Wings & Pitcher
of PBR Special

$22.95
During Games

Friday, Oct. 17th “Blue Mountain Haze”
Friday, Oct. 24th “Dead Rider”

Saturday, Oct. 25th Jeremy Hydes 40th
Birthday Party with “The Fridge Raiders”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE10-17-25

Family owned & operated (Comes with fries and a drink of your choice)
Offer excludes kids Lobster Roll. Offer expires NOV 30th.

With the purchase 
of TWO PLATTERS 

(Fries & Slaw) for 
both Fried Seafood & 

Seafood Rolls

 You get a FREE 
Kid’s Meal 

FALL SPECIAL

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Special Event: Pumpkin Decorating Con-
test: For ages 4-13. Saturday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-
noon, at Marlborough Senior Center. Bring a 
pumpkin and decorate it at the senior center. 
Prizes will be awarded for scariest, funniest and 
most original pumpkin. All decorating supplies 
will be provided.

Youth Programs: Kids Fall Yoga: For ages 
4-10. Tuesdays through Oct. 28, 5:15-6 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Each week, em-
bark on a fall-themed “yoga adventure.” There is 
a $17 drop-in fee per week.

Crayola Imagine Arts Academy – Stinky, 
Shrinky, Shiny Artventures!: For grades K-6. 
Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 21-Dec. 9. The 
projects in this program will inspire children’s 
creativity as they experiment with a variety of 
art forms, tools, and techniques. Fee is $144/
residents, $149/non-residents. No class on Nov. 
4 and 11. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 

English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The 
lessons days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $200/residents, $205/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner & Intermediate 
Tai Chi: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 12:45-1:45 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Zumba – Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center.  Fee: $50/
residents, $55/non-residents, or a $12 drop-in 
fee. 

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 
noon-12:45 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Session begins Oct. 7. Fee: $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park Ten-
nis Courts. Open to all levels of play. Registra-
tion is free for this program.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: The cost of the sign is $50. Help emergen-
cy services personnel find your home without 
delay. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 24” with 
4” numbers on blue highway reflective metal. 
Order forms are online and at Town Hall.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are un-
derway for this season, with registrations still 
accepted. Cindy Bryan, Eileen Gilles and Hel-
ena Thomas lead the programs for grades K-10, 
to include a high school youth group. For more 
information, access the church website. 

Red Cross Blood Drive: Saturday, Oct. 25, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., in the church hall, in recognition of 
National Make-a-Difference Day. Sign-up at red-
crossblood.org or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly (though 
is on break in the summer months); men’s and 
women’s prayer groups, Knights of Columbus, 
Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl ministry 
meet monthly; and an active book club meets 
quarterly. Social activities are planned through-
out the year to provide additional parish fellow-

ship.
Community Outreach and Service: Food 

drives are held weekly for the Marlborough 
Food Bank. Sandwich-making and collection 
continues the last Thursday of the month for 
St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. The Giving 
Community Garden is nearing its final harvest 
supporting the local food bank. Other sched-
uled service opportunities can be found in the 
weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

New Grief Share Session Underway
A Grief Share support group will run Tues-

days through Dec. 16, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fel-
lowship Community Church, 24 South Rd. The 
group started Sept. 16.

The group consists of videos and discussion 
sessions, with the last session being a Celebra-
tion of Life to honor your loved one.

Grief Share features nationally recognized 
experts on grief recovery topics. There is a $20 
one-time registration fee, which includes the 
workbook. You will get the workbook at the first 

session. If you have already paid the $20 regis-
tration fee from the previous Grief Share pro-
gram, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or 
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration 
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and 
look for Fellowship Community Church. You 
may register there to see the schedule for the 
sessions and other information pertaining to 
Grief Share.

Marlborough Lions’ Masquerade 5K
The Marlborough Lions will hold their an-

nual Masquerade 5K Road Race Sunday, Oct. 
26, starting promptly at 10 a.m.

This 5K will feature runners in costume and 
will follow the same course around Lake Ter-
ramuggas as the Lions’ Memorial Day weekend 
race. The race will utilize electronic timing with 
computerized race results and the course is now 
a certified 5K. 

The entry fee is $30 per runner for pre-regis-
tration and $35 on the day of the race. Shirts will 
be provided to those who pre-register by Oct. 
13, with additional shirts being available on race 

day subject to availability. There is also a $60 
package price ($65 on the day of the race) for 
families of up to four (immediate family mem-
bers only) participating in the race. Same-day 
registrations are accepted. Runners will start 
near the entrance to Blish Park on Park Road 
and will proceed on a course which circles Lake 
Terramuggas.

To register or for additional information, con-
tact Lions Club President Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or jpabolduc@icloud.com. Regis-
tration forms are available online at runsignup.
com/Race/CT/Marlborough/Masquerade.

Paranormal Program
The Marlborough Preservation Society is 

hosting an event given by the Eastern Connecti-
cut Paranormal Society on Wednesday, Oct. 
29, at 6 p.m., at Marlborough Congregational 
Church, 35 South Main St.

This program delves into the realities of para-
normal investigation, exploring the challenges 
of blending science with unexplained phenom-
ena, faith, and public stigma. Through real-life 

case studies and evidence, participants will gain 
a deeper understanding and have the opportu-
nity to ask questions.

Registration is required and can be done via 
email (mhs@marlboroughhistory.org), call/text 
Romano Ghirlanda at 860-916-4031, or through 
www.marlboroughhistory.org/events.

The event is free but donations will be appre-
ciated.

Resident Participates
In Day of Service

Sean Fenton of Marlborough was among 
more than 360 first-year students at Emmanuel 
College in Boston to participate in the New Stu-
dent Day of Service.

Rising early on the last day of summer vaca-
tion, the students volunteered at food shelves, 
homeless shelters, and other organizations that 
meet  community needs.

Winter Clothing Drive
As the cold weather approaches and you start 

pulling out your cold weather clothes, please 
consider donating any new or gently used coats, 
jackets, gloves, mittens, or blankets that you will 
not be using or that your children have out-
grown to the annual winter clothes drive.

Clothes will be collected now through Nov. 8 
and can be dropped off in drop box at St. John 
Fisher Church (basement) and Richmond Me-
morial Library (lobby).

There will also be a collection on the Marl-
borough town green on Saturday, Nov. 8, start-
ing at 9 a.m. and ending at 8 p.m.

The drive is sponsored by the Knights of Co-
lumbus Marlborough Council 15734.

Cemetery Clean-Up
The annual cemetery fall clean-up is sched-

uled for Saturday, Nov. 1, at Marlboro Cem-
etery. Volunteers are invited to participate and 
are asked to meet at 9 a.m. 

Residents are asked to remove seasonal pots 
and any personal items prior to the clean-up. If 
you plan to reuse the item next season, please 
remove and take home.

Red Cross Blood Drive  
The American Red Cross is conducting a blood 

drive on Saturday, Oct. 25, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
St. John Fisher Church on 30 Jones Hollow Rd. 
Enter through the back parking lot entrance.

Homemade refreshments will be served and 
as a thank you, the Red Cross is giving a $10 
e-gift card plus a chance to win one of three 
$5,000 prizes. 

Register prior to the blood drive at redcross-
blood.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

MCNS ‘Truck or Treat’ 
Family Event

Marlborough Cooperative Nursery School 
will hold its annual Truck or Treat event Satur-
day, Oct. 18, from 2-5 p.m., at 35 South Main St.

Kids can explore trucks of all kinds, enjoy 
themed activities, and of course — trick-or-
treat in costume. The event will also feature 
food trucks, a raffle, and a bake sale with home-
made treats.

Admission is $5 per person or $20 per fam-
ily (cash or Venmo preferred). All proceeds 
directly support the programs and activities at 
MCNS. Additional donations are also accepted 
via Venmo @MCNS-COOP.

Event Highlights: Truck exploration & photo-
ops; trick-or-treating (costumes encouraged!); 
kids’ activities; local food trucks; and a bake sale.

For more information, visit the Marlborough 
Cooperative Nursery School on Facebook or 
email mcnsboard@gmail.com.
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Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton • 860.365.5238

visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events

From our butchers to your plate, 
for a freshness you can taste.

The Dublin...Often Imitated, 
Never Duplicated

RATED TOP 10 
RESTAURANTS!

DINE-IN 
ONLY

Area’s Best Burgers & Wings!

Beef & Seafood Company

Tuesday nights, it’s the
Famous Dublin Prime Rib 

Madness!
Join us for our oven roasted 

Queen Cut Prime Rib
Meal comes with a small side salad...

for just $1000 from 5pm - while it lasts.

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 10/31/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 10/31/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm

DJ every Friday Night from 8 till Close, 
Saturday 10/18 Open Mic (starts at 7pm) so please sign up
and show your special talents at 554 Church St. Amston,CT.
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Halloween
Party

Fri. 10/24
Prizes

Drink Specials 

Hors d’oeuvres

Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has announced the following 
items of interest. Registration required for all 
programs unless noted. For more information, 
full program descriptions or to register, call 
860-295-6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered sto-
rytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and a 
story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through Dec. 19. 
For children up to 24 months, with their care-
givers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Pajama Storytime with Yoga: Thursday, Oct. 
30, 6 p.m., for children of all ages. Wear comfy 

pajamas and bring your favorite stuffed animal 
or blankie. 

Crafty Kids: Wednesdays at 4 p.m. through 
Dec. 17, for kids ages 4 and up. There will be 
two projects on hand each week to choose from, 
or kids are welcome to use our supplies to create 
their own projects. Registration is not required. 

Read to the Dogs: Monday, Oct. 20, 6-7 p.m. 
Young readers are invited to come in and read to 
a certified Reading Education Assistance Dog. 
Register for a 15-minute time slot to secure your 
child’s spot. Limit two children per time win-
dow (one per dog). 

Sewer Use Bills Due
Property owners in the sewer district are 

reminded that the last day to pay your Sewer 
Usage Bill, without interest is Monday, Nov. 3. 
Failure to pay on time will result in interest 
charged at 1.5% per month reverting to the 
due date of Oct. 1.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collec-
tor, Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29,

Marlborough, CT 06447, placed in the drop 
box outside of Town Hall or in person at 26 

North Main St. Make checks payable to MW-
PCA. 

Tax Collector hours are: Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

For more information, call the Tax Office at 
860-295-6205 or email

Taxcollector@marlboroughct.gov. Failure 
to receive a bill does not invalidate the usage 
fee or interest.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. Sunday school is open to all children 
in the community for children ages 3 through 
grade 8. Contact Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@
marlcongchurch.org for more information.   

Oct. 19: The service will be led by Seaver and 
will include an infant baptism. Seaver;s sermon 
title is “P2.” The anthem will be performed by 
the Chancel Choir.  

Bible Study is led by Seaver and meets Thurs-
days at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. upstairs in the lounge. 
All are welcome.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Stretch and Strength for seniors, led by cer-
tified instructor Barbara LeBlanc, starts Friday, 
Oct. 24, at 9:45 a.m., upstairs in the Thienes 
Lounge. The weekly drop-in fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on the 
ground floor with easy access from the parking 
lot, is open for sales and donations Fridays from 

noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The eBay store is open year-round at bit.ly/MC-
Cebay.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for donations. A luncheon for Florence Lord 
Housing residents is held monthly. The church-
sponsored Drive Thru Café, for Marlborough 
Food Bank clients and their families, will be 
Oct. 26. Free tickets are available at the food 
bank.

Glastonbury Apple Festival: Stop by the 
church booth this weekend and buy a serving 
of its famous apple fritters. The festival runs at 
Welles Street Riverfront Park in Glastonbury on 
Friday, Oct. 17, from 5-10 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 
18, from 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; and Sunday, Oct. 19, 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome.  The church 
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will 
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary; people can also donate via a QR code in 
the pew racks or through the church website. 
For more information on the church or its pro-
grams, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, 
email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or 
contact the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org. 

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
net. Follow the senior center on Facebook at 
Marlborough CT Senior Center. 

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Chair Massage: Dawn is back for free 
15-minute massages Tuesday and Thursday, 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Appointment required.

Vaccine Clinic: Oct. 20, 9-11 a.m. Chatham 
Health and Beacon will provide vaccines at the 
senior center. No appointments needed. Most 
insurance accepted.

Open Enrollment: By appointment only, on 
Oct. 23. Change prescription plans, switch be-
tween traditional Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage plans.

October Birthday Club: October birthdays 
will be celebrated Oct. 28 from 1-2 p.m. with 
cake! Open to all friends and family. It does not 
have to be your birthday month to celebrate; 
however, if it is, please RSVP.

Halloween Party: Oct. 31, noon-2 p.m. 
Come dressed up! There will be games and light 
refreshments. 

Regularly Scheduled Programs: Billiards: 
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; Bingo: 
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday, 
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30 
p.m.; Chair Massage: No appointments until 
further notice.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session 
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee. 

Not Just Quilters: All skill levels welcome. 
Needleworkers and other handwork crafters 
also welcome. The group meets every Wednes-
day and Friday from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Supplies 
not provided. Bring your own project.

Parkinson’s Exercise: These are specialized 
exercise classes for those living with Parkinson’s 
disease. There is a fee for each class. Visit www.
beatpdtoday.com/class-schedule or call 860-
918-9594 to register and for more information.

Mahjong: Every Wednesday from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. at Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the 
second Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 
p.m. at Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence 
Drive. All skill levels are welcome. There is no 
fee to play, but players use 2025 Mahjong cards, 
which they purchase on their own.

Sweet Picks – Free Bakery Items: Mondays 
and Tuesdays between 8:30 and 9 a.m., local 
grocery stores donate bakery items, such as 
breads and desserts. 

Tap: The center’s tap dance group is open for 
new, experienced members. The group meets 
every Wednesday from 5-6:30 p.m.

President’s List
Arriya Benitez of Marlborough made the 

summer 2025 President’s List at Goodwin Uni-
versity in East Hartford.



Page 8	 NEWS BULLETIN •  October 17, 2025

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

NOW AT: 283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4
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our tire  
prices!

0314cm

R
E1

1-
6-

20

Portland Election 
Enrollment Session

The Portland registrar of voters will hold an 
enrollment session at Town Hall, 33 East Main 
St., on Friday, Oct. 17, from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., in 
advance of the upcoming municipal election.

Residents may register to vote, and the Regis-
trar of Voters will also hear requests for adding 
names to the registry list by persons removed. 

Oct. 17 is also the last day to register to vote 
using the Connecticut secretary of the state’s 
online registration portal, at voterregistration.
ct.gov. Same-day registration will be available 
during early voting, and at the polls on Nov. 4.

Halloween Concert 
For Police Union

Tony Rome with The Peacemakers will per-
form a Halloween Extravaganza at Concentric 
Brewing, 91 Main St., on Saturday, Oct. 25, at 2 
p.m., to benefit the Portland Police Union.

The band includes Tony Rome on vocals, 
percussion and harmonica, Glenn Carta on 
guitar and vocals, Alex Cadlieux on guitar and 
vocals, John Henle on bass, and Bryan Caudle 
on drums.

All donations can be sent to the Portland Po-
lice Union, attention Captain Scott Cunning-
ham.

Costumes are optional but welcome!
Halloween on

Main Street
Youth and Family Services (YFS) will hold 

its annual Halloween on Main Street event 
Friday, Oct. 24, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., busi-
nesses welcome trick-or-treaters on Main 
Street in Portland. Look for the pumpkins in 
their windows to signify their participation 
in the event. 

YFS will allow businesses not located on 
Main Street, as well as other groups and or-
ganizations, to set up in front of Brownstone 
Intermediate School. Reach out to Courtney 
Fitzkee to sign up, at cfitzkee@portlandct.
org or 860-342-6758. 

Also at Halloween on Main, the Friends 
of the Portland Library will be giving away 
books in front of the police station again.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 

During worship this Sunday, Oct. 19, the 
church will celebrate Heritage Sunday, honor-
ing its longtime members.

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children 

will meet for Church School in the classroom, 
and the middle school class will meet in the 
youth room. Infant through pre-K children ex-
perience care as they enjoy playtime and an age-
appropriate lesson.

For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Hoping for 1,000 Bags of Food to Honor Manning
By Anne Lilburn

Kelly Mainetti never thought that the little 
door-to-door food drive that her mother-in-law 
Pat Mainetti started in the fall of 1994 with Kel-
ly’s young children in tow would still be going 
strong over 30 years later.

It was a simple project: leaving brown paper 
bags at people’s doors, along with an explana-
tory note, and then returning a week later to 
collect any donations and bring them to the 
Portland Food Bank. Over the decades, it had 
become a family tradition.

Mainetti definitely never thought she’d be 
doing it this year without her brother, Shaun 
Manning. The Board of Selectmen member was 
killed last December, when he was hit by a pick-
up truck on his way to be sworn in as the town’s 
new first selectman.

Now Mainetti, along with family members, 
friends, and volunteers, is hoping to collect 
1,000 bags of donated food in the next few 
weeks to give to the Portland Food Bank. It was 
a goal that her brother Shaun had set not long 
before he died. Mainetti said he started talking 
about it right after they had finished last year’s 
collection, after he had gotten a final bag count 
from Kevin Bankman, the manager at the Port-
land Food Bank. 

Mainetti said she asked her brother how they 
had done that year.

“I said, did you get a final from Kevin about 
what how many bags?,” she said. “And he said, 
’It was about 800.’ I just looked at him. He said, 
‘Thousand next year.’ I just looked at him and he 
goes, ‘We can do it.’ I said, ‘OK’ – and that was 

actually the last time I saw him in person.”
She said that others told her he had shared his 

thousand bag goal with them as well.
“He was always pushing for 1,000 bags,” said 

Bankman at the food bank, “so we’re hoping to 
get 1,000 bags this year in memory of him, in 
honor of him.”

Funnily enough, Mainetti said, Manning only 
got involved in the food drive in 2019, after 
years of watching from the sidelines. Once he 
jumped in, though, he gave it his all. She said it 
was his involvement, and his connections with 
so many people in the community, that took the 
food drive to the next level. 

“It was a learning curve for him, but then he 
knows every everybody in Portland,” Mainetti 
said. “He was so outgoing!” 

She said his big personality motivated people 
to both donate and to help with the collection, 
but it also meant that the family felt his loss 
strongly once he was gone.

Right after he died, Mainetti said her son Josh 
told her, “Mom, it’s so quiet here without Uncle 
Shaun.”

Mainetti moved to Florida several years ago 
for her husband’s work, but she still makes the 
trip up to Portland every year to coordinate the 
drive. She said no one else quite understands 
how to make it all work, how to coordinate the 
volunteers. This year, a local store donated the 
brown paper bags, which will be dropped off at 
homes on Oct. 26. Volunteers will return Nov. 2 
to pick up the bags and bring them to the food 
bank.

Bankman said donations are always appre-
ciated, adding that the food received from the 
drive is typically enough to take the food bank 
almost through to summer.

While Mainetti says that she’s proud to be 
honoring her brother, she also admits it’s hard 
at times and she’s wondered if she could do it 
this year.

“Well, you know, I said I’m gonna do it,” she 
said, “but as it gets closer, it gets harder and 
harder. I told my husband yesterday, I just feel 
like calling everybody [and saying] I’m not gon-
na do it because I don’t know now.”

And while she says that, Mainetti keeps go-
ing. Luckily, she has her grown kids, who have 
been there since the start, to help her, along with 
other family members. 

“It’s gonna be tough on all of us,” says her 

daughter, Casey Pisani, who was only a baby 
when the first food drive started. “It is gonna be 
a little bit harder this year and you know, I’ve 
known that since everything happened last year. 
I’m like, going into this is gonna be rough.”

Mainetti’s son, Josh, said that he’s glad that 
this food drive was one of his family’s childhood 
traditions.

“I think it was really good for us,” said Josh. 
“You know, growing up, to be shown you should 
be giving back as much as you can, wherever 
you can. You know, you don’t have to have a 
whole lot of money or anything like that to give 
back to your community; just donate your time 
where you have it.”

Anyone interested in volunteering for the 
food drive or finding out more can contact Kelly 
Mainetti at kellar@snet.net.

Democrats Look to Build Upon Current Projects
By Anne Lilburn

Incumbent Jim Tripp is running for reelec-
tion following his sixth year on the board. Tripp 
says he prides himself on being a part of the 
board’s success working on economic develop-
ment in the community, including the Brain-
erd Place redevelopment project, as well as the 
cleanup of the riverfront, which he called an 
“enormous resource.”

Tripp’s previous roles in town governance in-
clude being a member of the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, chair of the Water and Sew-
er Commission, and a member of the Portland 
Board of Education. He said Portland’s long-
standing traditions of civic involvement made 
him want to be a part of its leadership.

“Portland is a terrific community in that way,” 
he said. “There’s a lot of opportunities. We have 
a very engaged citizenry.”

Tripp said his current priorities include 
building up water independence and consoli-
dating schools with a comprehensive plan. He 
said he believes that voters told the town what 
they wanted last year when they voted no on the 
school referendum, and that “we need to respect 
the voters’ decision on that.” 

At the same time, Tripp said he believes that 
voters need more information about costs, and 
he hopes that in the future, the town will be able 
to provide that so that voters can make an in-
formed decision.

Tripp said he prides himself on working col-
laboratively on the board with members of both 
parties. 

“I think I’ve always tried to work with people 
to get a positive result,” he said. “I think that 
it doesn’t matter in terms of working, it’s not 

about party. It’s about getting the right result for 
Portland.” 

Incumbent John Dillon’s roots in Portland go 
back four generations.

“My great-grandfather came to Portland to 
work in the brownstone quarries back in the late 
1800s,” he said. “And my wife that we both met 
in Portland High School. I’ve said that many 
people I feel it’s important to get back to the 
town what it’s given to me.”

Prior to being elected to the Board of Select-
men, Dillon had served on the Inland Wetlands 
Commission. He is recently retired from his 
career at the Connecticut Department of Social 
Services Office of Child Support, where he was 
a program director. 

Dillon said the town has some important is-
sues coming up, among them getting the new 
well fully tested and developed so that Portland 
can become self-sufficient instead of relying on 
the Metropolitan District (MDC) for its water 
needs. Dillon said the water issue is a great ex-
ample of spending now to save later.

“Once we get our well up and running, we can 
control our future water consumption and the 
cost structure,” he said.

Likewise, on the issue of school consolida-
tion and renovation, Dillon said he believes “we 
don’t have a choice to do nothing. We have to 
do something and that something costs money.” 

That’s why, he said, he supports smart eco-
nomic development to ease the tax burden on 
residents.

“Portland is a great little town,” he said, “but 
the upside of a small town is that small town 
community the downside of a small town is you 

have very few people to pay all the bills.” 
That’s why he says he’s hopeful that contin-

ued development of Brainerd Place, along with 
the arrival of the spa and the recent riverfront 
cleanup will attract businesses and visitors, say-
ing he aspires to have a downtown Portland that 
resembles Essex or Chester, but with a nod to its 
quarry history.

Dave Kuzminski began his career with the 
Town of Portland over 50 years ago, “digging 
ditches,” he said, for the town’s water division over 
the summer in high school and college before ad-
vancing to higher roles in the water department 
and then moving into other departments. He 
eventually retired just last year after serving as 
technology coordinator in his final role.

At the same time, Kuzminski, who holds a 
music degree, was also running a business, the 
Connecticut Valley School of Music and Dance, 
along with his wife. 

Kuzminksi’s years spent working for the 
town’s water department make him uniquely 
knowledgeable and well-suited, he said, to tack-
ling the town’s water issues. He is the winner of 
both regional and national-level awards, includ-
ing the American Water Works Association’s 
prestigious George Warren Fuller Award. 

He also says he is passionate about education, 
having worked in music education himself and 
also having taught a “Water and People” course 
at Portland High School.

Kuzminksi’s father was a first selectman, and 
he said that’s part of the reason he wants to run, 
to “follow in my dad’s footsteps.”

Andrea Alfano is the current Democratic 
Town Committee chair and is running for the 

Board of Selectmen for the third time this year, 
after failed campaigns in 2023 and 2019. The re-
turn candidate is retired from her career with 
the state Department of Social Services and the 
UConn School of Social Work.

She may be retired, she said, but “what I do 
have is still that pull to public service, as well as 
the fact that I have the time and the energy still 
to do something and now to support the town 
that I live in.”

Alfano cited three main issues as her priori-
ties: encouraging responsible economic devel-
opment in order to expand the tax base, consoli-
dating and modernizing schools, and working 
towards water independence.

“Water is very expensive in Portland,” she 
said. She also pointed out that not every resi-
dent in town has access to municipal water, and 
added that she thought the project might poten-
tially eventually enable the town to provide ac-
cess to more residents.

Alfano also prided herself on her party’s over-
all slate of candidates. 

“We’ve all known each other for many years,” 
she said, adding that they considered them-
selves a team and that she hoped voters would 
see them that way, too. 

Alfano added that, if elected, she wanted to 
work with the Republicans on the board as well, 
adding that in Portland, the parties often find 
consensus.

“We’re not going to agree on everything, but 
when it’s about Portland, some of these priori-
ties, I’m sure that you may hear the same thing 
from their side,” she said. “And that’s a good 
thing.”
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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RTC Trivia Night
A Trivia Night Fundraiser, hosted by the 

Portland Republican Town Committee, will 
be held at Concentric Brewing on Thursday, 
Oct. 23. All are invited.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and trivia is 
from 7-8:30 p.m. Tickets: $25 per person 
(includes a $7 drink voucher). Teams os up 
to eight players are allowed. There will be 
raffle baskets, prizes, and more. Local can-
didates will also be there to answer ques-
tions and chat about Portland. 

Tickets are available at the door or to 
reserve a spot early, email gopportlandct@
gmail.com

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6761.

Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to the 
Food Bank every other Monday; the next pan-
try visit will be Oct. 20.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 10/20: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 10/21: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients. Bears on a journey are seeking dona-
tions of light fleece (one yard or more) for mak-
ing teddy bears for cancer patients throughout 
Connecticut. If you would like to donate, con-
tact 860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. 
– for more info, contact Bivenne at bivenne@
yahoo.com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 
suggested donation (must fill out form). Menu: 
shepherd’s pie, mashed potatoes, mixed veggies, 
dinner roll and butter, string cheese, applesauce; 
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; 
SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m.; fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 10/22: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., $5 – donation to instructor. 

Thursday, 10/23: Tone & Stretch, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill out 
form). Menu: baked potato, veggie chili, sour 
cream, broccoli, cheddar biscuit, yogurt with 
berries and granola; Mahjongg (FULL), 12:30 
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 10/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; MahJongg, 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events 
are free. Shopping Trip to Old Saybrook: Mon-
day, Oct. 20. Go to Marshalls, Home Goods and 
Walmart. Leave from center at 10 a.m. Ride fee 
is $5; registration required. 

Live Well, Age Well – A Free Diabetes Sup-
port Group: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 1 p.m. Retired 
physician Dr. Elsamma Chacko will focus on 
living well with diabetes and aging in place by 
bringing expert guidance and lived experience 
together in a supportive setting. 

Lunch at Griswold Inn: Wednesday, Oct. 22, 
leave the center at noon. There is a $5 ride fee, 
and you pay your own lunch. Registration re-
quired.

Live Well Workshop: Monday, Oct. 27, 
2-4:30 p.m. This is the first date of a free six-
week workshop to gain the knowledge and skills 
needed to live well with ongoing health condi-
tions. Connect with others weekly and explore 
planning and problem solving, working with 
providers, healthy lifestyle choices and more. 
This workshop will run every Monday through 
Dec. 1. Registration recommended.

Hair by Jessica: Monday, Oct. 27. Each 
month there will be men’s/women’s shampoos, 
cuts, and styling. Call the center for details.

Cooking for One with Marilyn: Monday, 
Nov. 3, 11:45 a.m. This class will feature Appe-
tizers for the Holidays. Fee is $10 and registra-
tion is required.

Scam Prevention Mini-Class *Holiday Edi-
tion*: Monday, Nov. 3, noon, with Sean Condon 
from Ageless Insurance. Registration required.

Fairfield Museum & History Center Trip: 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, leave the center at 10:30 a.m. 
There is a $5 ride fee and $3 admission fee. Bring 
your own bagged lunch. Registration required. 

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m. 

Learning: Children’s Sunday School is back 
in session. Classes for children ages 3 through 
8th grade meet  the first and third Sunday of 
each month, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. For more 
information, call Sylvia LeShane at 860-342-
0658. 

The Adult Education group is back in session. 
Episodes of The Chosen are viewed on the first 
and third Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Discussions will 
be held the second and fourth Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. Contact the church for details.

Year-Round Giving: Church members are 

collecting soup to be donated to the Amazing 
Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. The pantry 
serves food to over 900 families a month in eight 
neighboring towns, including Portland. There is 
a dire need for canned soup. All varieties except 
vegetable are needed. There is a collection box 
in the church.

Pull tabs are collected year-round and do-
nated to the Ronald McDonald “House that 
Love Built,” supporting families with seriously 
ill children. Zion recycles computer ink car-
tridges to support office supplies for Sunny Hill 
Preschool and Zion.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Republican BOS Candidates Say They’re a Strong Team
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s citizens will head to the polls on 
Nov. 4 to vote for candidates for the Board of Se-
lectmen. Current First Selectman Mike Pelton 
is running unopposed for reelection, with four 
fellow Republicans joining him on the ballot.

The Republicans
Vin Pitruzzello has lived in Portland for 36 

years. He is running for the Board of Selectmen 
for the first time after recently retiring from a 
long career in the aerospace industry and as a 
consultant. 

Pitruzzello has been involved in the Portland 
community in the past as a youth sports coach 
and referee and on the board of the Portland 
Soccer Club. He currently sits on the Long-
Range Capital Improvement Commission.

Pitruzello said he was running because he 
wanted to bring a “private sector perspective to 
town government,” adding that he valued fiscal 
responsibility “so we can continue to invest in 
what matters most, especially our educational 
system, which is my number one priority.” 

To that end, Pitruzello said he would advo-
cate for financially responsible decisions while 
on the board. He said he would vote for “smart 
growth,” noting the importance of “striking a 
balance between increases to the tax base and 
preserving the small town we all love.”	

Incumbent Tim Lavoy has been a Portland 
resident for over two decades. He is a former 
Board of Education member who has been in-
volved in the community through youth sports, 
church, and civic groups, including the Portland 
Exchange Club. In his professional life, Lavoy 
has worked as a manager for human service pro-

grams for people with intellectual disabilities. 
Lavoy spent nine years on the Portland Board 

of Education, where he said he was proud of his 
work to promote “transparency, fiscal discipline, 
and the effective use of resources to strength 
educational outcomes for our students.” He is 
seeking a full term now on the Board of Select-
men after entering office this past January.

“I’m running for office because Portland is 
more than just where we live,” he said. “It’s our 
community, and I care deeply about its future.”

Lavoy said his priorities included fiscal re-
sponsibility, limited tax increases, and gov-
ernment transparency. He also said his goals 
included promoting strategic economic devel-
opment to “support Portland’s grown while pro-
viding business-friendly processes.”

Lavoy said that, at the same time, he believes 
in supporting capital improvements and “long-
term planning that maintains and improves town 
infrastructure, facilities and schools.” He also 
mentioned his support of public safety, police 
and fire services and commitment to strengthen-
ing education and student performance.

Lavoy said he wanted voters to know that his 
experience would guide his work, but that he 
was also committed to listening to what they 
had to say.

“I will listen to residents and make thought-
ful, community-first decisions that reflect Port-
land’s values,” he said.

Incumbent Bobby Hetrick is a third-gener-
ation Portland resident who is running for his 
third term on the Board of Selectmen. He is a 
corrections officer for the State of Connecticut, 

and has served on Portland’s Inland Wetlands 
Commission, Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion, and as a youth sports coach, volunteer 
firefighter and EMT.

Hetrick said he advocated for fiscal responsi-
bility, but also for smart spending.

“I am concerned how the town has spent 
money in the past, and how we haven’t kept up 
with infrastructure, and with repairing roads, 
water and sewer.” 

Hetrick said he wanted spending to be done 
right, so that patch-up style repairs wouldn’t 
need to be made as frequently.

Hetrick said he’s excited and optimistic 
about the new economic development, includ-
ing Brainerd Place and the Nordic spa, adding 
that “it’s a lot happening all at once.” He said he 
wanted to support development in a smart way.

“You know, people want to keep the small 
town feel of Portland, but at the same time, we’re 
such a small town and we have such a good size 
school system,” he said. “We need the tax dollars 
to pay for the school.”  

“Our taxes for a small town, they’re going up 
quickly,” he said. “And, you know, some people, 
they just can’t keep doing that. They can’t keep 
affording their taxes that go up to, $300 on their 
house every year. So what, how, what’s the solu-
tion then? We have to control our spending.”

Hetrick says he supports consolidating 
schools, and says working to gain water inde-
pendence is a big priority for him. 

“We’re tied into MDC right now,” he said, 
referring to the water company the town buys 
its water from. “It’s expensive. And we have no 
control of rates. But it’s beyond that, [this proj-
ect means] expanding our water system so that 
we can get new customers on it, and replacing 
existing lines because we keep having water 
breaks on old lines. So that’s something where 
when you talk about spending, it’s like, yeah, but 

you’ve got to spend on something like that.”
Joe Spada has lived in Portland for 30 years, 

after growing up in Middletown. He said he 
always wanted to live in Portland as a kid, and 
eventually moved “across the bridge” after get-
ting married. He works for the State of Con-
necticut as a building construction special-
ist,  overseeing state facilities and ADA home 
modifications for children with special needs. 

Spada said he got involved in politics about 
12 years ago, and describes himself as “pro-
business, pro-development, but keeping it 
small.” He said he wants the town to avoid big 
box stores and to attract businesses that would 
attract people from the area to do shopping and 
boost the tax base. 

He said the school consolidation issue was 
one of his priorities and said that he believed 
his experience in the construction industry and 
working for the state on public buildings made 
him well-suited to figuring out solutions to that 
challenge. He said he preferred building a new 
building to renovations because it gives “more 
bang for your buck.” He also described the wa-
ter independence project and the new well as “a 
no-brainer.”

Spada said he considers the Republican slate 
to be a team. “You’re not hiring or you’re not 
electing one person. You’re electing a team of 
four of us,” he said.

Incumbent and former Board of Education 
member Mike Pelton is running unopposed for 
a full term after entering office in January of this 
year. “The reason why I’m excited to be able to 
continue doing the job is I feel like I’m having a 
real impact on the town,” he said. In a town that 
he described as “purple,” he says he hopes to unite 
people from a range of political persuasions. 

“I think I appeal to them,” he says, “because 
they know at the end of the day that I’m trying 
to do the best thing for the town.”

Quilt Guild
Meets Monthly

The Heart of the Valley/Greater Middletown 
Quilt Guild welcomes new members. Meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month at Portland Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave., from September through June. 

For more information, call 860-670-5351.

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.

The evening session of the group meets the 
second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the church hall. The afternoon session meets the 
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the church library.  

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.
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Volunteers Wanted
The 31st annual food drive will be happen-

ing again this year. Last year there were 800 bags 
returned by the community.  This year, organiz-
ers are going to be dropping bags off to different 
neighborhoods on Sunday, Oct. 26, and picking 
up on Sunday, Nov. 2, both days starting at 1 
p.m.

Volunteers are needed to drop off and pick up 
the bags. If any organizations, families, individ-
ual or students would like to volunteer, please 
contact Kelly Mainetti @ 860-685-1985 or kel-
lar@snet.net.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will be
closed all day Tuesday, Nov. 11, for Veterans
Day.

Late Fall Storytimes: Start Nov. 12; registra-
tion begins Monday, Oct. 27. The schedule is: 
Preschool Storytimes (ages 3-5): Tuesdays at 
10:30 a.m. Nov. 18, 25, Dec. 2 and Dec. 9. Sto-
ries, songs and rhymes that encourage literacy 
and social skills and help get your preschooler 
prepared for kindergarten. A craft will be of-
fered each week that can be done at the library 
or brought home. Toddlers and Tots Storytime 

(ages 0-2): Wednesdays at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. 
Nov. 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10. Mother 
Goose on the Loose, an interactive session, uses 
rhymes, a story, songs, puppets, scarves, and 
more to stimulate the learning process of babies 
and toddlers.

Adult Programs: Weekly Knifty Knitters 
Group: Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of 
all experience levels are welcome. No registra-
tion required; simply drop in. 

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, Oct 21, 1 p.m. Mother-Daughter Mur-
der Night by Nina Simon will be discussed. Talk 
About Books: Tuesday, Nov. 4, 1 p.m. Switch-
board Soldiers by Jennifer Chiaverini will be dis-
cussed. 1st Thursday Night Book Club: Nov. 6, 
6:30 p.m. The Seed Keeper by Diane Wilson will 
be discussed. 

Movie: Wednesday, Nov. 12, 1 p.m. The Am-
ateur (2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run 
time is 122 minutes.

Zion Lutheran Tag Sale, Food Drive
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., is having a tag sale and food drive 
Saturday, Oct. 18, from 9 a.m.-noon. 

Some of the items for sale include cars for 
toddlers and Christmas items. An assortment 
of baked goods and a lemonade stand will 
also be available.

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the Sun-
ny Hill Preschool Scholarship Fund.

At the same time, there will be a Fill A 

Truck food drive at Zion benefiting the Amaz-
ing Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. This 
food pantry serves eight area towns, including 
Portland.

Zion is hoping to collect 500 non-perish-
able food items. If this goal is reached, there 
is a possibility that the Food Pantry will also 
receive a check for $500.

This event will be held rain or shine.

Portland Election Information
The November municipal election will be 

held Tuesday, Nov. 4, at Portland Middle School. 
Early voting will occur Oct. 20-Nov. 20, at Port-
land Town Hall. 

The offices on the ballot this year are: first 
selectman, Board of Selectmen, Board of Edu-
cation, Board of Assessment Appeals, Zoning 
Board of Appeals Term Starting 2025 & Zoning 
Board of Appeals Term Starting 2026.

Early voting starts Monday, Oct. 20, and runs 
daily through Nov. 2, at Portland Town Hall, 33 

East Main St. Early voting hours are from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. On Tuesday, Oct. 28, and Thurs-
day, Oct. 30, there will be extended early voting
hours from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. For curbside early vot-
ing assistance, residents can call 860-342-6740.

Absentee ballots are also available from the 
town clerk’s office. Call 860-342-6743 or stop 
into the office for an application. Alternatively, 
residents can apply for an absentee ballot on the 
secretary of the state’s website: https://portal.
ct.gov/sots.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Tai Chi for Long Life: At Riverfront Park
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays, 
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public 
School system. Registration is now open.

Pre-Season Basketball Clinics (Grades 3-6): 
Friday, Nov. 7, at Portland Middle School. This 
will be a 90-minute clinic led by Coach Dave 
Vasquenza and the Wins for Life staff.

BOE Candidates Agree School Consolidation Necessary
By Anne Lilburn

Voters in Portland will head to the polls on 
Election Day to choose four members of the 
Board of Education to replace those whose 
terms are expiring. Four Democrats, three Re-
publicans, and one Independent candidate are 
on the ballot.

Democrats
Incumbent Kim Nagy-Maruschock serves 

on both the Curriculum and Buildings and 
Grounds committees of the current Portland 
Board of Education. She has been a special edu-
cation teacher for over 23 years and works as a 
Preschool Coordinator for the early interven-
tion preschool program in Cromwell.

“During my time on the Board of Education, 
the school facilities have been the main con-
cern,” she said, “and will continue to be until 
concrete decisions are made and steps are taken 
to improve the conditions of Portland’s schools. 
I hope to be reelected so I can be a part of this 
important work.”

Nagy-Maruschock said her background 
working with students with special needs and 
at-risk families gives her a unique perspective. 

“I am always mindful of the impact each deci-
sion that is being proposed will have on those 
students, and consider the options carefully,” 
she said.

Bethanne Vergean has lived in Portland for 
16 years. She works at UConn Health, where 
she focuses on early interventions for young 
children with disabilities. She said she wants to 
prioritize communication between the board 
and families, while also supporting educators.

“I’m not making decisions on what they 
should teach,” she said. “What I’m doing is sup-
porting what the teachers need, what the super-
intendent needs, and then just making sure that 
school is successful.”

Vergean says she is in favor of school consoli-
dation, in part, she says, because she believes it 
would be better for students. 

“Kids do have a lot of transitions going from 
school to school in Portland. There’s five differ-
ent schools,” she said. “Kids start one school go 
to another school for three grades, then go to 
another school for two grades and then they go 
to another school for two grades and then they 
go to high school, so that’s a lot of transitions.”

Jody Grosso is an engineering manager at 
Pratt and Whitney, and he says that his job re-
minds him of the value of education on a regu-
lar basis. “I interview a lot of prospective appli-

cants,” he said, “and one of one of the first things 
we screen for is their education, so I understand 
how critical it is to be well educated.”

Grosso said one of his big priorities as a can-
didate will be communication. He believes the 
school consolidation topic has not been com-
municated with the public as clearly as it should 
have been in the past. 

“Frankly, the first go around, there was too 
much information and much of the important 
details were lost in the volume of information,” 
he said, adding that voters needed to know the 
approximate final cost so they could make an 
informed decision. He said he would work to 
get the word out in a concise, easy to under-
stand way.

Erin Livensparger brings 20 years of expe-
rience working for nonprofits on reproductive 
healthcare and social justice work to her cam-
paign. She said she has been involved in local 
politics through the Democratic Town Com-
mittee in the past and has made public appear-
ances at local meetings, but has not run as a 
candidate before. 

Livensparger said her concerns, as a parent, 
educator and community member, often in-
volve social justice and says making sure that 
marginalized communities are represented is a 
big priority for her. 

“I advocate for anti-bullying policy whether 
somebody’s gay, straight, trans, black, white, or 
queer,” she says.   “And I’m also thinking about 
the young people that come to school hungry 
or the young people that you know maybe don’t 
have a traditional family [and who] live with 
grandparents, with aunts and uncles, young peo-
ple that are experiencing mental health crises. So 
how can we support them, and also support the 
teachers and the staff so that they can help the 
young person that’s coming to school hungry.”

As a mother of two teens, Livensparger said that 
“just making sure that the youth voice is heard 
and respected, that’s a big motivator for me.”

Independent
Independent candidate James Motes is a for-

mer teacher and principal turned family law at-
torney who is running for the board of educa-
tion for the first time. Motes said his history as 
a former educator gives him a unique perspec-
tive and said that, in addition to school con-
solidation, his priorities include student mental 
health, social learning and emotional develop-
ment, adding that he hoped to foster an inclu-

sive student environment district-wide. While 
he favors school consolidation and building 
or renovating schools, Motes also prioritized 
teacher retention and acquisition as key goals.

“A big building is great, but if we don’t have 
the institutional knowledge, if we don’t have 
the staff that’s able to deliver, that doesn’t mat-
ter because the kids aren’t gonna get the edu-
cation that they need,” he said. “It looks good 
for a politician to say look at this big beautiful 
building that we got, but if you don’t think about 
what’s gonna happen in five years when all of 
your teachers leave because you can’t afford to 
pay them, then your big beautiful building is it 
gonna be an empty shell.”

Republicans
Karen Renner is a Portland resident and real-

tor who is a mom to three children, including a 
daughter with autism, which she says inspired 
her to become an advocate for children with 
special needs and for parents navigating the 
special education system. She is running for a 
full term after being sworn in recently to fill a 
seat after someone resigned. Renner says her 
main goal is to strengthen communication be-
tween the board and families, as is making sure 
that schools are financially supported.

Incumbent Dave Murphy is running for his 
third term on the Board of Education. As a re-
tired planning manager with Stanley Tools, he 

says he is well suited to addressing the financial 
challenges that the board faces, including issues 
that come up during contract negotiations with 
school staff. He said he was proud of his work 
to cut costs on special education transportation 
services by encouraging the district to buy its 
own van as opposed to using an outside vendor. 		
He described the school consolidation efforts as 
“much-needed” and said it is a priority for him 
to find a solution to deal with the “overwhelm-
ing needs of our three elementary schools.”

Anne Whalen is a middle school teacher 
with a doctorate in educational leadership and 
a mother of two young girls who will soon be 
entering Portland schools. Whalen says that 
her experience in the classroom, as well as her 
coursework in school budgeting and leadership, 
give her “firsthand experience of how policy 
and budget decisions affect classrooms every 
day” and said that she supports the school con-
solidation project. 

Whalen said her two biggest priorities are 
academic excellence, which she said starts with 
a strong curriculum that “encourages criti-
cal thinking, creativity, and real-world prob-
lem solving,” and school safety, which she said 
should include physical and emotional safety. 

“A safe environment is the foundation for ef-
fective learning,” she said. “Every student and 
staff member deserves to feel secure at school.”

PHS Class of ‘75 Reunion 
The Portland High School Class of 1975 50th 

Reunion committee has scheduled a weekend of 
celebrations, beginning with a picnic on Satur-
day, Oct. 18, from 1-5 p.m., at Riverfront Park, 
284 Brownstone Ave. On Sunday, Oct. 19, from 
2-6 p.m., all are invited for a luncheon at Ter-
razza at Quarry Ridge Golf Course, 9 Rose Hill
Rd., Portland.

The committee is seeking current contact in-
formation (address, email, phone number, cell 
number) for classmates. If you have any infor-
mation to share, please contact Sue Hale Colby 
at mrstrucking@aol.com or Jane Klemba at kl-
embajane@comcast.net.

Harvest Festival Farm-to-Table Dinner
The Brownstone Quorum volunteer group is 

sponsoring the Harvest Festival Farm-to-Table 
Dinner fundraiser event Saturday, Oct. 25, from 
5-8:30 p.m., at the Hemlock Grange Hall, 17
Sage Hollow Rd.

The dinner will be an autumn-themed four 
course menu prepared by “Sarah’s on Main” 
restaurant, using fresh ingredients from local 
farms and gardens. There will be live music and 
door prizes as well. Tickets are $75 and can be 
ordered online at brownstonequorum.org or 
through a link on the Brownstone Quorum 
Facebook page. The event flyer with the menu 

can be viewed at both locations.
The purpose of this fundraiser will be the 

creation of a stone monument in remembrance 
of the indigenous people known as the Wan-
gunks, who originally inhabited the area along 
the Connecticut River where the Portland Riv-
erfront Park is now located. The monument will 
be placed in the park open area overlooking the 
river.

Pinkalicious & Peterrific Dance Party 
Dance with Miss Alicia invites families to join 

a Pinkalicious & Peterrific Dance Party Friday, 
Oct. 17, from 4:30-5:15 p.m. (for ages 2-4 years) 
or 5:30-6:30 p.m. (ages 5-8 years), at 332 Marl-
borough Street (lower level of The Inner Circle).

This special event promises dancing, games, 
and crafts inspired by the beloved PBS Kids 
characters Pinkalicious & Peterrific. Children 
are encouraged to dress in pink, bring their 
sparkle, and enjoy an hour of creativity and 
movement in a playful, judgment-free environ-
ment.

The cost to participate is $20 per child, with 
all proceeds benefiting the goPINK Project at 

Middlesex Health – a fundraising initiative that 
has supported patients at Middlesex Health 
Cancer Center for 16 years. The GoPINK Proj-
ect raises funds to provide free integrative med-
icine therapies, such as acupuncture, reflexol-
ogy, and massage therapy, which help ease side 
effects like fatigue, pain, and nausea during can-
cer treatment. Since its inception in 2010, the 
project has raised over $424,000 to support local 
patients and honor community heroes.

Space is limited, and advance registration is 
required. To register, visit dancewithmissalicia.
com any questions text 860-770-3999 or email 
dancewithmissalicia@gmail.com.

Silver Bowl Award… At the annual lun-
cheon of the Portland Garden Club held 
at Terrazza Restaurant on Oct. 1, Mau-
reen Rich was honored with the “Silver 
Bowl Award”  for her dedicated service 
to the club. Rich was recognized for her 
many years serving as the club’s secretary 
and for being an invaluable team player, 
the club said.
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Little League Golf Tournament
Portland Little League will hold its annual 

Golf Tournament Friday, Oct. 24, at Portland 
Golf Course. 

This community event serves as one of the 
league’s largest fundraisers, helping to keep 
baseball affordable for families, maintain fields, 
and support programs for local youth athletes.

The tournament will feature an 18-hole, four-
person scramble format, with registration be-
ginning at 9:30 a.m. and a shotgun start at 10:30 
a.m. The $150 entry fee includes golf with a cart, 
lunch on the course, and light snacks at the con-
clusion of play. The day will wrap up with raffles, 
prizes, and more.

In addition to golfer registration, sponsorship 

opportunities are available. A tee sign sponsor-
ship is $100; a $500 sponsorship includes the tee 
sign as well as recognition on golf carts, website, 
and social media; and a $1,000 sponsorship in-
cludes the tee sign, recognition, and entry for a 
team of four. 

The league is also accepting raffle prize do-
nations from businesses and community mem-
bers. Payments and registration can be made 
online at pll-golf-tournament-2025.cheddarup.
com. Checks made payable to Portland Little 
League may also be mailed to PO Box 91, Port-
land, CT 06480.

For more information, contact Kristen Furtak, 
fundraising director, at ksbelieve@gmail.com.

Fall Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library 2025 

Fall Book Sale will be held Saturday, Oct. 18, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 19, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Members of the Friends can shop early at 
the Members-Only sale Friday, Oct. 17, from 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sale patrons may become 
members or renew their memberships on-
the-spot during the Friday sale time. 

The sale includes thousands of books, plus 

CDs, DVDs, and puzzles for adults and chil-
dren. “Books by the Bag” is back with books 
available at $10 a bag on Friday and Satur-
day, and $3 a bag on Sunday ($2 per bag for 
Friends members). 

All proceeds from the book sale are used to 
support the library, including the many pro-
grams for all ages offered year-round and the 
popular passes for free or reduced admission 
at local museums.
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$Lasting Legacy,, cont. from page 1

Dave Shea, who coached basketball for nearly five decades at Bacon Academy, passed away 
last month. Shea (second to left) is pictured with his son, John Shea, along with his grand-
daughters, Caitlin Shea and Cara Shea, following a game in 2021.

game made him a standout on the field, but it 
was his leadership and wisdom that truly set 
him apart.”

A Family Affair
Outside of athletics, Shea wed his high school 

sweetheart Dorothy – better known as Dottie – 
and the two were married for 62 years before 
Dottie passed in 2022.

The couple had two kids, John and Mary El-
len. John was a member of the 1981 state cham-
pionship team and followed in his father’s foot-
steps, scoring over 1,000 career points and later 
having a successful tenure as the girls basketball 
coach at Bacon Academy. 

Shea also coached his granddaughter, Katie 
Mahoney, who was on the 2009 state cham-
pionship team and is the program’s all-time 
leading scorer with 1,790 points. Additionally, 
he coached his granddaughter, Caitlin, for two 
seasons prior to his retirement and his grand-
daughter, Cara, was an all-conference player for 
John.

Well-Deserved Honors
Following his retirement from coaching, the 

playing court inside Bacon Academy was re-
named the Dave Shea Gymnasium in his hon-
or. He was also inducted into the Connecticut 
High School Coaches Association (CHSCA) 

Hall of Fame, the New England Basketball Hall 
of Fame, and the Connecticut Women’s Hall of 
Fame. 

Following his induction into the Connecticut 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2023, Shea credited 
the high school and surrounding community 
for his longevity.  

“No program is without the support of the 
administration. I was very fortunate to have this 
kind of support,” expressed Shea. “The town of 
Colchester has been great to me. They gave me 
the opportunity to teach and coach all of these 
years and I don’t take it for granted.”

Shea’s ties to the town ran deep as he served 
as town Burgess and as a Colchester Lion. Ad-
ditionally, he volunteered as a youth baseball 
coach and directed the Tri County Baseball 
School for over three decades.

Burke stated that Shea’s impact on the school 
and community will not soon be forgotten.  

“As a coach and mentor, Dave always knew 
the right things to say – whether it was to lift a 
player’s spirits, guide a fellow coach, or rally the 
fans,” added Burke. “His stories weren’t just en-
tertaining – they taught lessons, preserved his-
tory, and brought people together. Dave Shea’s 
legacy lives on in the countless lives he touched, 
both on and off the field.”

Upcoming at the Library
The following events are taking place at 

Douglas Library. For more information, call 
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Poetry Group: Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Bring one of your own poems to share 
for discussion and critique. Open to all ages. 

Art History Film Series: Every Monday in 
October, 6 p.m. Celebrate National Arts and 
Humanities month by learning about art and 
artists with these films. 

Access Health CT: Every Thursday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Have questions about insurance? Turning 
26 and will soon be uninsured? All are invited 
to come learn about enrolling in Access Health 
CT insurance.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m. 
This month, read and cook from New England 
Soup Factory. Cookbooks are available for 
checkout.

Medicare Info Session: Wednesday, Oct. 22. 
Learn the ins and outs of Medicare and the dif-
ferences between original Medicare and Medi-
care Advantage with Mark Macrina, a local in-
surance agent with an office in Colchester.

Friday Film: Thursday, Oct. 24, 1 p.m. No-
body 2 (rated R) will be shown.

Chess Nights: Pickup games every Thursday 
starting at 3:30 p.m. in the Community Room. 
All skill levels welcome. 

Museum Passes: Most of the museum passes 
are print-from-home from the library website. 
See the complete list under the ‘Services’ tab. 

Knit Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. Bring your 
project or your questions for this friendly group 
of knitters and crocheters.

Teens: Pumpkin Painting: Friday, Oct. 24, 
1-2:30 p.m. Stop in and paint a pumpkin.

Children: Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5 
p.m. All kids are invited to come build some 
Lego creations.

Storytime: Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months to 3 years 
old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 years old 
as they learn letters, numbers and colors. Sib-
lings are always welcome at either session. 

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday starting 
Sunday, Oct. 26. The study, on the First Epistle 
of Peter, will be led by Elder George Logan. The 
theme is “Standing Firm in Grace: A Call to Ho-
liness in a Hostile World.” All adults welcome 
to join in this study, where together you’ll learn 
what it means to “stand firm in the true grace of 
God” (1 Peter 5:12)

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
The study will continue in the Book of Psalms 

every first and third Thursday of the month 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the church.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! 
Mug-Making: Friday, Nov. 7. All middle and 
high school youth are welcome for food, a les-
son, mug-making, and more. Kids are welcome 
to come either at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and the 
whole event, or arrive at 8 p.m. for dessert and 
activity. Pick up is at 9:30 p.m.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

Kingdom Men: Men’s Breakfast: Saturday, 
Oct. 18, 8-10 a.m., at the church. All men are 
invited to come have a hearty meal. Feel free to 
invite others. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Worship: The church has returned to fall hours, 
with worship at 10 a.m., followed by coffee hour 
at 11 a.m. Services can also be viewed online at 
YouTube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC and 
on Facebook at tinyurl.com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings: 
Saturday, 10/18: No Yoga Today; Sunday, 10/19: 
Worship Service at 10 a.m. with Fire Preven-
tion and Community Emergency Response 
Team presentation (in-person in the sanctuary, 
as well as online and livestreamed); Sunday, 
10/19: Youth Group monthly meeting at 6 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall; Monday, 10/20– Bible study at 
9:30 a.m., online via Zoom; Tuesday, 10/21 – AA 
Meeting at 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 10/22 – Yoga 
at 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 10/22 
– Choir Practice at 7 p.m., sanctuary. 

Fire Prevention Presentation: Worship this 

Sunday, Oct. 19, at 10 a.m., will include the 
church’s annual Fire Prevention presentation and 
a special visit from Hebron’s emergency man-
agement director. Learn about the Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and how 
you can get involved.

Save the Dates: Sunday, Oct. 26, Gilead’s 
Board of Missions Chili Cookoff at 11:30 a.m., 
supporting the 2026 youth/adult mission trip;  
Friday, Nov, 21: ‘Giggles at Gilead’ comedy fun-
draiser (PG-13), doors at 6 p.m., show at 7 p.m., 
$25 tickets, raffle baskets, and BYO snacks; Sun-
day, Nov. 30, Hygiene Kit Assembly at 11:30 a.m. 
for Church World Service – help pack essential 
supplies for those in need

Faith and Film Potluck Series: Friday, Nov. 
7, at 6 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish 
to share and enjoy a movie, food and fellowship. 
Meets the first Fridays of each month through 
fall, winter, and early spring. All are welcome.

Death and Burial Practices in Early New England
Death was a frequent part of life in early New 

England. At a program later this month, you 
can learn how death and burial rituals evolved 
and what customs were handled by family and 
friends in the days before undertakers and fu-
neral parlors.

Why is the face covered with a sheet? Why 
is the body buried facing east? Why is it called 
a wake? What styles and color of clothing did 
mourners wear?

All are invited to this program with historian 

Bev York at Douglas Library, 22 Main St., on 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 6:30 p.m. York is cura-
tor of America Museum in Willimantic and an 
adjunct history instructor at Quinebaug Valley 
Community College. York will supply answers 
to everything you’ve always wanted to know 
about early death but maybe were afraid to ask.

This is a collaborative offering by the Hebron 
Historical Society and Douglas Library. The 
program is free and appropriate for all ages. Do-
nations are appreciated.

Resident Heads
to Hamilton

Brighton McMahon of Hebron recently ma-
triculated as a member of the Class of 2029 at 
Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y. 

Selected from a pool of 8,904 applicants to 
the college, McMahon joins a college commu-
nity of about 2,000 undergraduate students.

Hebron Creative
Collective

The Hebron Creative Collective, a group of 
resident artists who work in a variety of media, 
is looking for new members. 

The mission is to inspire, support and share 
creative skills with fellow artists, to engage the 
public through demonstrations, teaching and 
exhibiting art, and to beautify the town. The ul-
timate goal is for Hebron to have an arts center. 
Until that day, Collective members are working 
on projects to bring art to the community and 
develop a lively and engaging art scene in town.

The Hebron Creative Collective meets the 
first Monday of the month at 6 pm at the Senior 
Center.

President’s List
Chelsea Hall of Hebron made the summer 

2025 President’s List at Goodwin University in 
East Hartford.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Upcoming Worship: The church will cele-
brate the Feast of All Saints on Sunday, Nov. 2, at 
9:30 a.m. All are asked to bring pictures of their 
loved ones who have passed to be placed on the 
altar during the service. On Nov. 9, there will 
be a recovery service at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate 
how “Life and Love” for each other has brought 
people together. 

Service Projects: The church continues to 
write letters to the people in the Middle East 

during coffee hour in October.  In November, 
church members will gather to bake and pack 
Christmas cookies for Streetfire Ministries.

 The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4 
p.m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.
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Harvest Moon Festival Returns Oct. 18!
On Saturday, Oct. 18, from 1:30-7 p.m., 

Hebron Center will be bursting with ghosts, 
ghouls, goblins and all things Halloweeny – as 
The Town Center Project again presents the 
Harvest Moon Festival.

Hop on the Ghoul Bus free shuttle to make 
your way around town. The Ghoul Bus will run 
from 1-7 p.m. from the RHAM High School 
parking lot on Wall Street to stops along Main 
Street.

The Parade of Pooches kicks off on Main 
Street at 2 p.m. (lineup 1:45 p.m. Church of 
Hope). The costumed dog parade will start at 
the intersection of routes 66/85, marching to 
the routes 66/316 intersection and back again.

The Fall Into Art Show will take place at 
AHM Youth and Family Services, 25 Pendleton 
Drive, from 1:30-6:30 p.m.

Pumpkin-Carving Contest: Bring your 
carved jack-o-lantern early to be displayed on 
the Pumpkin Tower. Prizes range from $150 for 
first place to various gift cards for second and 
third. Adult, Teen and Child categories. Drop 
your pumpkins off by the American Legion by 
5:30 p.m. on the 18th to be eligible for judging. 

Activities and Entertainment include: 
RHAM Drama presenting spooky scenes; cu-
rated music, vendors and food trucks; illusionist 

Chris Lengyel; the Slingshot Monster Smash; The 
Eeyore & Donkey Museum Bounce House; ob-
stacle course and other activities at the Fire Field 
on Pendleton Drive; Scarecrows Along Main 
(vote for your favorite!); and tarot card readings 
free in the Old Town Hall. Also, psychic medium 
Patricia Griffin will be at the Douglas Library 
community room from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

There will be trick-or-treating along the 
north side of Main Street from 5-6 p.m., from 
Select Physical Therapy/Wall Street to the Vil-
lage Shoppes (Ted’s Plaza).

Road Closure: Main Street (Route 66) in 
Hebron, from the routes 85/66 intersection to 
Route 316/Wall Street, will be closed Saturday, 
Oct. 18, from 1-7 p.m. Detours are available by 
utilizing Kinney Road to Millstream Road on 
the south side and Loveland Road to Route 316 
(Wall Street) to Burnt Hill Road on the north 
side.

Rain date is Sunday, Oct. 19.
The Town Center Project is an all-volunteer 

driven nonprofit organization devoted to “re-
inventing the heart of Hebron”. To donate, vol-
unteer or learn more about TTCP’s events, visit 
www.thetowncenterproject.org and follow on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/towncenter-
projectinc.

Community Conversation on Immigration
The public is invited to a forum to learn more 

about immigration justice as it relates to resi-
dents of eastern Connecticut. The community 
conversation will be held Tuesday, Oct. 28, from 
6:30-8 p.m., in the Russell Mercier Senior Cen-
ter in Hebron.

 Through a panel discussion with a young im-
migrant and her family, service providers, and 
a legal expert, attendees will learn about the 
rights, struggles and successes of immigrants, 
the impact of ICE activity in Connecticut, ser-
vices that are available to immigrants, and how 
we can be an effective ally to immigrant com-
munities.

The panelists are: Roberto Delgado, Com-
munity Outreach Coordinator, Northeast Fam-
ily Credit Union/Division of Self-Help Federal 
Credit Union; 

Nawal Karahja, high school graduate and im-
migrant from Syria;

Sister Mary Jude Lazarus, Director of the Of-
fice of Hispanic Ministry, Catholic Diocese of 
Norwich, and also with Sagrado Corazón Ro-
man Catholic Church in Windham;

Erin O’Neil, attorney and founder, Norte Im-
migration Law;

Susan Schnitzer, president & CEO, Connecti-
cut Institute for Refugees and Immigrants;

Tabitha Sookdeo, CEO, CT Students for a 
Dream; and

Chris Vials, co-founder, The Neighbor Fund.
The discussion will be moderated by Hebron 

selectman Tiffany Thiele, a former journalist 
and communications professional.

To RSVP: email code-diversity1@gmail.com.
This community conversation is sponsored 

by the Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE). 
For more information about CoDE, visit www.
code-diversity.org.

Halloween Fun at Burrows Hill School
There will be a family Halloween experience 

on Sunday, Oct. 26, at the historic Burrows Hill 
School, located at 125 Schoolhouse Rd. 

Visitors will sit in a schoolhouse much like 
the one described in Washington Irving’s clas-
sic 1820 tale of Halloween, The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow, and enjoy seasonal donuts and cider 
afterwards. 

Sponsored by the Hebron Historical Soci-
ety and the Douglas Library, this America 250 
event will feature the story of how the shrewd 
Dutch inhabitants of Sleepy Hollow terrorized 
their superstitious New England schoolteacher 
with tales of the ghost of the Headless Horse-
man.

Two programs are planned for Sunday, Oct. 
26, rain or shine.  The 2 p.m. program is suit-
able for children 10 and under.  Visitors can en-
joy traditional cider and donuts, participate in 
games from a bygone era, and imagine what life 
might have been like for Ichabod Crane’s stu-
dents as they sit and enjoy a picture book ver-
sion of Irving’s tale. 

At 4 p.m., the school house will be lit by 
candlelight creating spooky shadows as visi-
tors enjoy the tale of a gullible New England 
schoolteacher trying to ingratiate himself with 
the Dutch inhabitants of Sleepy Hollow, N.Y., in 
the 1790s. This program is suitable for children 
10 and up. Cider and doughnuts will be served 
after the reading. 

Both programs are planned as family experi-
ences, but visitors without children looking for 
a unique Halloween experience are welcome. 
Costumes are optional for adults and children. 
Mob caps and tricorn hats are particularly wel-
come.  

Participants must preregister and pay at the 
Douglas Library before Oct. 26.  The cost is 
$5 per person age 6 and up, with a “family of 
four” discount price of $15. Due to the size of 
the historic Burrows Hill School, each program 
is limited to 20 visitors. Participants for the 4 
p.m. program are urged to bring a flashlight or 
lantern to light their way from their car to the 
school.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-3727. Church of The Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael 
Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is 
available for the sacrament on Thursdays at 7 
a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (church phone ext. 110). Refer to the parish 
website for other available times at St. Columba 
Church in Columbia.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New 
members (voices and musical instruments) are 
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays at 
7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier, Music 
Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org or see 
her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in 
Willimantic. The next collection date is Nov. 9. 
However, cereal is most welcome any time. Place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box near 
the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also provides 
meatloaves to CSK each month. Parishioners are 
asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer 
in the garage (use side entrance) closest to the 
Parish House or the freezer in the St. Columba 
church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
Meatloaves are delivered the next day. The next 
due date is Oct. 28. Contact Diane (860-508-
9959) for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the 
month from September through June (except 
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening of 
games, food and discussion. See the parish web-
site for more info.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee 
is collecting the following items for the shelter: 
household cleaning products (great need), paper 
towels, TP & 13- and 55-gallon trash bags; men’s 
crewneck T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L,XL,2XL); 
women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s & women’s 
crew & no-show socks; women’s personal hygiene 
products; and laundry pods or liquid detergent. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection box 
next to the Cry Room. Call Monica McKerracher 
(860-228-4211) for more information.

“Socktober” Campaign: During October, 
bins are available for the annual collection of new 
winter socks for needy children and adults. The 
socks will be distributed to charitable agencies 
and shelters that the Catholic Community of the 
Good Shepherd supports.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults: 
OCIA meetings started Sept. 28 in the Par-
ish House. The sessions are open to adults who 
wish to join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults 
who have not yet completed the Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn 
more about their faith. Contact the parish office 
(ext. 105) or email ocia@goodshepherdct.org for 
more information and to register.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
Those unable to attend in person can join online 
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
following service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 

care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Saturday, Oct. 25, at 9 a.m., is the next open food 
pantry day to distribute food staples, household 
and hygiene items as well as Bibles and prayers. 
All are welcome. For more information about 
donating or participating in food pantry days, 
call 860-228-1152.

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots for the municipal election 

are available at the town clerk’s office located at 
15 Gilead St. 

To request an absentee ballot, complete and 
submit an application online, or by mail or in 
person to the Town Clerk, Town Office Build-
ing, 15 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. The ballot 
drop box located at the front door of the Town 
Office Building can be used for depositing ap-
plications and ballots 24 hours a day 7 days per 
week.

Regular town office hours: Monday through 

Wednesday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m. – 6 
p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. For information, 
call 860-228-5971 x 125.

Early Voting Days: Early voting will take 
place Oct. 20-Nov. 2, including weekends, from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. There will be extended hours on 
Oct. 28 and 30, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

In-person voting for the election will be held 
at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church St., 
Hebron, CT between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 4.

BOS Approves Land Buy, Debates Tax Exemption
By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Board of Selectmen took decisive 
action on Oct. 9, voting unanimously to autho-
rize the purchase of more than 13 acres of land 
on Hope Valley Road and opening debate on a 
proposed two-acre property tax exemption for 
veterans.

After more than an hour in closed session, the 
board returned to public view and immediately 
voted to move forward with a new land acqui-
sition. The agreed purchase price is $210,000, 
pending approval at a future special town meet-
ing. The motion passed unanimously.

A second motion authorized Town Manager 
Andrew Tierney to apply for an Open Space and 
Watershed Land Acquisition Grant through the 
state Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection. 

Chair Keith Petit noted that “acquiring this 
property is not contingent on receiving the 
open space grant.” The measure also passed 
unanimously.

Tax Exemption for Veterans
Public comment opened with a wave of sup-

port for a proposed two-acre tax exemption for 
fully disabled veterans, an option recently made 
available to towns under new legislation.

Resident Joseph Fetta, the town’s veterans’ ad-
vocate, led the charge. 

“I would like to see the two-acre exemption 
put into rule in the town of Hebron,” he said. “It 
would be a show of appreciation from the town 
to give back to the veterans.”

Fetta reminded the board that the exemption 
would affect only about 21 residents.

“We’re only talking 21 people in the town, so 
it isn’t cost-prohibitive,” he added.

Several others echoed his remarks – and a 

younger veteran, Jared Staton, offered a deeply 
personal perspective. 

“When I heard that Connecticut was tak-
ing a path to kind of forgiving property taxes 
for 100% disabled veterans like myself, it was a 
real moment for me to tip my hat to the state 
of Connecticut,” Staton said. “I really hope that 
the town can follow suit with that and move to 
allow veterans to have that little bit of leeway in 
a way that would show that support to them.”

When the board turned to formal discussion 
of the two-acre exemption, Town Assessor Su-
zanne Topliff presented her analysis. The mea-
sure would allow veterans who are permanently 
and totally disabled to exempt up to two acres 
of land, in addition to their existing dwelling 
exemption. 

“Not all veterans have two acres; most don’t,” 
Topliff explained. “Some have as few as one acre 
or even less.”

 She said the additional cost to the town 
would be roughly $41,000, compared to the 
$120,000 already exempted under the current 
program.

Board members expressed general support 
but voiced frustration with the state’s pattern of 
passing unfunded mandates down to munici-
palities. Selectman Dan Larson, a Republican, 
remarked, “You don’t grant the request – we’re 
against veterans. You approve the request – it’s 
going to be on the back of the taxpayers again.”

Petit, also a Republican, joined in, saying that 
at the state level “they’re still spending the mon-
ey, but now they’re pulling it out of our pocket 
to spend it rather than taking responsibility for 
it as state taxes. They’re just pushing a bunch of 
stuff down to be town taxes.” 

Despite those concerns, Petit continued, “I 
kind of have to sit this one out anyways, because 
as a veteran, of course I support this. It doesn’t 
matter what the price tag is there. I would pay 
whatever the tax bill is because they deserve it.”

The board decided to draft ordinance lan-
guage and revisit the motion at its Oct. 23 meet-
ing.

Early Voting and Snowplow Win
In his report, Tierney shared several updates. 

Hebron finished best overall at the recent Snow-
plow Rodeo that took place in Wallingford, 
Tierney shared proudly, noting that town em-
ployees took first and second place in separate 
events. He also confirmed that early voting be-
gins Oct. 20 and that Region 8 budget discus-
sions are already underway.

Tierney added that the town continues to 
handle Freedom of Information requests and 
that union negotiations with Public Works are 
ongoing. He also mentioned that the town has 
been dealing with “some situations at the library 

where some kids are acting up,” adding that new 
monitors have been installed to help staff main-
tain order.

Other Business
The board later approved a new mission and 

vision statement for the Commission on Aging. 
The statements emphasize the commission’s 
goal to “promote and support a livable, caring 
community for Hebron’s aging population” and 
“ensure that seniors have access to the resources, 
supports and opportunities needed to maintain 
their independence and thrive in every stage of 
aging.”

Before adjournment, resident and member of 
Department of Public Works Action Committee 
Todd Habicht raised concerns about the DPW 
project and the need for better communication 
between the towns and residents. Petit clarified 
that “all correspondence received is included in 
the agenda as part of the public record,” and said 
that DPW correspondence will appear on a fu-
ture agenda. 
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Liam S.

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERSSTOVES & FIREPLACES - GAS, WOOD, OR PELLET 

CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

www.f i res idesupply .netwww.f i res idesupply .net

860.228.1383860.228.1383
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CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

FIRESIDE SUPPLY,  INC.FIRESIDE SUPPLY,  INC.

RE2-7-25

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Republicans at
Harvest Moon

The Hebron Republican Town Committee 
will be among the organizations participating at 
the Harvest Moon Festival, taking place tomor-
row, Saturday, Oct. 19, from 1:30-6:30 p.m.

The RTC will be selling chocolate and horcha-
ta (vanilla-cinnamon sweet milk) at its tent lo-
cated near the American Legion. All are invited 
to stop by and chat with November municipal 
candidates.

Election Day Info
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4. This year, 

there will be 14 days of Early Voting begin-
ning on Monday, Oct. 20. Early voting is con-
ducted at the Hebron Town Office Building, 
15 Gilead St. 

You can check your voter registration sta-
tus by going online to: portaldir.ct.gov/sots/
LookUp.aspx

If you are not registered to vote, you have 

options. You may register to vote online at 
voterregistration.ct.gov/OLVR/welcome.do. 
Or you can come into the registrar of voter’s 
office at 15 Gilead St. and complete a voter 
registration card. Voter registration cards can 
also be found at the Douglas Library and for 
RHAM students who will be 18 years of age by 
Election Day, registration cards are available 
at RHAM High School.

Finding Meaning in a Minute
By Toriana Williams

In a quiet corner of Hebron, where a mill-
stream once turned water into power, writer 
Timothy “Scott” Ennis has found his own cur-
rent of creativity flowing stronger than ever. 

At 59, soon to be 60, he laughed about the 
milestone. 

“My daughters will laugh at me,” he said this 
week. “But I’m actually turning 60 this year. 
They say that I’m just an old man.”

One of Ennis’ most recent works, a one-min-
ute play entitled The Joke’s on Me, was recently 
selected for Gi60 NYC, the New York edition of 
Gi60: The International One-Minute Theatre 
Festival. 

The four-day festival, a celebration of stories 
that vanish as quickly as they appear, started 
Oct. 15; Ennis’ piece will be performed tomor-
row, Oct. 18. Tickets for the show, which will 
also be livestreamed that night, are available at 
visit tinyurl.com/au47u4x2.

The Joke’s on Me, a meeting between Shake-
speare’s Ophelia and Yorick in the afterlife, dis-
tills centuries of existential thought into 60 sec-
onds of sharp wit.

“I love Shakespeare,” Ennis said. “And I actu-
ally just recently discovered my lore for Yorick, 
because Yorick in Hamlet was nothing more 
than a skull. But I always thought, you know, 
there’s got to be more to Yorick than just a skull.”

In the famous scene where Hamlet contem-
plates mortality, Yorick appears only as a relic. 
Ennis wanted more. 

“Hamlet even said he used to be the court 
jester and one of the favorites in the court,’ he 
said. “So I thought, well, that would be awesome 
to have Yorick as a provocateur.” 

From that thought grew a series of one-min-
ute plays pairing Yorick with different figures 
from history and literature. His favorite remains 
the dialogue between Yorick and Ophelia – two 
characters long silenced by tragedy. 

“It’s unfair that she got slighted by Hamlet,” 
Ennis said. “People always think of Ophelia 
and they think of the mad girl with the flowers. 
I thought there’s got to be more to Yorick and 
there’s got to be more to Ophelia. That’s what I 
was playing with – finishing those unfinished 
characters.”

Brevity has always been Ennis’ natural form. 
Before turning to playwriting, he wrote hun-

dreds of sonnets. 
“My name, Scott Ennis, has an anagram for 

sonnets in it,” he said. 
Ennis once set himself a goal: to write more 

sonnets than Shakespeare. 
“Well, I passed Shakespeare years ago, [so] 

I thought, what else did Shakespeare do? He 
wrote plays,” Ennis said. “Maybe I should write 
more plays than he wrote.” Although this is not 
a goal Ennis is currently set on completing.

Ennis’ background in poetry influences his 
dialogue-heavy writing, where rhythm and pur-
pose matter as much as meaning. 

“Words – every single word – has to have 
a meaning when you’re writing a poem,” he 
shared. “Why don’t you make all the words have 
meaning in a play too? Make it poetic. And I 
think Shakespeare did it – obviously, Shake-
speare did a hell of a job with that.”

Ennis’ formal education was in English lit-
erature, with a minor in philosophy- subjects 
that still shape his creative lens. “Had they had 
a philosophy major, I would have gotten my 
degree in that,” he said. “It’s a brilliant subject.” 
He keeps his philosophical instincts alive by 
following a YouTube channel run by a former 
philosophy professor. “Listening to him speak 
keeps that philosophy stuff fresh in my head. I 
really think it’s just part of how I think and how 
I approach things.”

For a writer trained in the precision of verse, 
the one-minute play format felt natural for En-
nis rather restrictive.

 “You could ask the same question about the 
sonnet,” he said. “You have to write it in 14 lines 
of iambic pentameter – 140 syllables to say what 
you want to say. I’ve always found that very free-
ing, but it’s challenging as well.”

A former member of the U.S. military, Ennis 
said he draws parallels between structured po-
etry and disciplined service. 

“The military is a very structured environ-
ment,” he said. “So I think that structure comes 
through in the structure of sonnets … and 
plays.” 

He sees constraint not as limitation, but as 
creative direction. 

“Those rules help me to direct where things 
need to go,” he said. “So I guess you could say 
that sonnets and one-minute plays are very mil-

itary – not in the sense of talking about shooting 
people, but in the structure.”

A New Home in Hebron
Ennis and his wife moved to Connecticut 

from the Seattle area during the pandemic – a 
decision he now calls a mistake. 

“Don’t ever move during a pandemic, I’ll tell 
you that,” he said with a laugh. 

The couple homeschool their daughters, 
and Connecitcut’s supportive environment for 
homeschooling drew them east. “My wife says, 
‘You live exactly halfway between where all the 
great writers are from – Boston or New York,’” 
Ennis said.

They settled in Hebron’s tiny village of 
Amston, where history runs deep. “The road 
that we live on is called Millstream,” he shared. 
“The stream powered a mill – and guess where 
the mill was? My house.”

Behind his home, Ennis discovered remnants 
of the old mill – a turbine, pieces of a saw and 
even a fire pit where workers once gathered. 

“I found a lot of old harmonica reeds,” he 
said. He cleaned and preserved them, arrang-
ing them in a shadow box. The find inspired one 
of his latest sonnets, Broken Harmonica Reeds. 
“It talks about how the harmonica reeds may 
be broken, but the music is still there,” he ex-
plained.

Ennis’ creative drive has been sharpened, 
but dulled, by hardship. Years ago, he survived 
a near-fatal accident that left him with a trau-
matic brain injury. 

“Physiologically, a traumatic brain injury is 
actually a scar, a physical scar in my brain,” he 
said. “The neurons had to make new pathways 

around that scar.”
The experience forced him to relearn basic 

skills, from walking to speaking, and changed 
how he views life itself. 

“People that knew me before my accident and 
people that know me after it say, ‘Wow, you’re 
not as much of a [jerk] as you used to be,” he 
said, laughing. “Not that I would wish it on any-
one – it has been very challenging – but it has 
made me realize that life is short. Life will end 
one day. It very well could have ended for me 
that day, but it’s not. So what am I going to do 
with what I say and what I do now?”

That sense of mortality and purpose infuses 
The Joke’s on Me, which he calls an existential 
piece. 

“Our existence is for us to do something 
with,” he said. “And so this is what I choose to 
do with my existence.”

Ennis said he hopes audiences walk away 
with that same message. 

“Here are these characters that they know – 
Yorick and Ophelia – and those two characters 
are not with us anymore,” Ennis said. “They’re 
in the afterworld somewhere, still having this 
conversation, giving us an opportunity to figure 
out what it is we need to be doing.”

Even with his play preparing to debut at GI60, 
Ennis is far from slowing down. He’s writing, 
reading and presenting his poetry at Tufts Uni-
versity while preparing a new piece for a New 
York scholarship program highlighting veterans 
in the arts. 

“I never stop working,” he said. “That’s part 
of that existential thing – this is who I am. I’m a 
poet trying to be a playwright.”

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for 
the grades K-12 Recreational and Travel bas-
ketball programs. Registration deadlines: Travel 
Tryouts: Oct. 19; Grades 9-12: Dec. 3.

Trunk or Treat: Friday, Oct. 24, 5-7 p.m., 
at Veterans Memorial Park. There will be food 

trucks, kids’ activities, and trunk or treating.
Air Line Trail Ghost Run Half Marathon: 

Saturday, Nov. 1. To register, visit runsignup.
com/GhostRun.

Adult Winter Indoor Pickleball: Parks and 
Rec. will have three pickleball nights in the 
Gilead Hill School gymnasium; Mondays and 
Wednesdays will be competitive, and Tuesdays 
will be recreational play. Each day is a separate 
program with separate fees in RecDesk like pre-
vious sessions. The fee for each day is $15.

Voter Registration
Session

The Hebron registrars of voters will hold 
a voter registration session Friday, Oct. 
17, from 9 a.m.-8 p.m., at the Town Office 
Building, 15 Gilead St.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St.

Sunday Worship: Sunday services are at 8 
a.m. (Rite 1 without music); and at 10 a.m. (Rite 
2 with hymns). A coffee hour is held following 
each service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 
a.m. service.

Book Club: Meets Mondays through Novem-
ber from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. This fall, the group 
is reading The Dream of God by Verna J. Dozier. 
Bring your lunch and enjoy fellowship and food.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering. 

Founders Potluck Dinner: Celebrating al-
most 300 years of parish life and community, a 
potluck dinner will be held Friday, Oct. 17, at 
5:30 p.m. Come as a parishioner from the co-
lonial period to modern day. Newcomers wel-
come. Contact parish office at 860-228-3244 for 
more information.

Outreach: This month, food donations will 
go to the Andover food pantry. A collection bas-
ket is in the church and outside the parish hall.  
A portion of the proceeds from the Pumpkin 

Fest will be given to the Hebron Synagogue to 
help with their roof reconstruction.  St. Peter’s 
supports Hebron’s team HEBRONROCKSALZ, 
which will be walking in support of Alzheimer’s 
and dementia research on Oct. 19.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connections:  Mon-
days at 2 p.m.; Garden Committee (Weekly 
Weeders): Mondays at 4 p.m.; Choir: Wednes-
days at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: Building 
and Grounds, Community Events planning, Fi-
nance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry. 
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Sunny Sturbridge… Karen Renner of Portland and her daughter Katrina Renner of 
Portland brought the Rivereast along when they recently went to Sturbridge, Mass., 
to visit Karen’s older daughter, Hannah. 

Picturesque Potown!... On their three-month cross-country camping trip, Sarah 
and David Levine recorded their hike across the Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge on 
the Hudson River, the second-longest footbridge in the world.

All’s Fair at the Falls… Ray Chagnon and Diane Klemyk, both from East Hampton, 
are shown here enjoying Niagara Falls.

Beautiful Bay… Pictured are Alaina Fillback of Portland and son Emmit recently 
visited Netarts Bay in Oregon on a family vacation.



NEWS BULLETIN •  October 17, 2025	 Page 15

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

All Items Subject To Availability. Not Responsible For Typographical Errors.

OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM 
 OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

4 MAIN ST, PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE

860-568-3659
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

           @PUTNAMPLAZASUPERLIQUORS

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine WineSUPERLIQUORSCT.COM 
•on-line ordering •local 

delivery or pick up at store

High NoonHigh Noon
VarietyVariety
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz.  Cans12 oz.  Cans

$$19199999
Method Method 
Cabernet Cabernet 
SauvignonSauvignon
750 ml750 ml

$$39399999
PatrónPatrón
Silver Silver 
Tequila Tequila 
750 ml750 ml

$$17179999
SvedkaSvedka
AssortedAssorted
VodkaVodka
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$1999
BacardíBacardí
AssortedAssorted
RumRum
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

ConfettiConfetti
AssortedAssorted
Sweet Wines Sweet Wines 
750 ml750 ml

$$333333
Hi5 or WYNK 3mg Hi5 or WYNK 3mg 
THC SeltzersTHC Seltzers
Asst. 4 Packs Asst. 4 Packs 
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

MionettoMionetto
ProseccoProsecco
BrutBrut
750 ml750 ml

CoronaCorona
PremierPremier
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans/Btls.12 oz. Cans/Btls.

$$12129999
FrancisFrancis
CoppolaCoppola
ClaretClaret
750 ml750 ml

$$11119999 $$15159999
CanadianCanadian
ClubClub
WhiskyWhisky
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$14149999
Lunazul Lunazul 
Blanco or Blanco or 
ReposadoReposado
1 Liter1 Liter

$$21219999
ApothicApothic
AssortedAssorted
WinesWines
750 ml750 ml

$$999999$$26269999
FireballFireball
CinnamonCinnamon
WhiskyWhisky
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

Miller Lite or Miller Lite or 
Coors Light Coors Light 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$25259999 $$26269999
Chateau Chateau 
Ste. Michelle Ste. Michelle 
ChardonnayChardonnay
750 ml750 ml

$$999999

$$32329999

Please Celebrate Safely!

$$17179999$$14149999 plus dep.plus dep.

Heineken 0.0 Heineken 0.0 
Alcohol FreeAlcohol Free
12 Pack12 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

2023 Vintage
#1 Best Buy Wine 

Enthusiast 
Top 100 - 93 Pts. 

TanquerayTanqueray
GinGin
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$12129999

$$16169999
ShipyardShipyard
Pumpkinhead Pumpkinhead 
12 Pack12 Pack
12 oz. Bottles12 oz. Bottles

 PRICES GOOD Thurs. Oct. 16th thru Friday Oct. 31st, 2025.

HAPPY DEALS
for HALLOWEEN!

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

Josh Cabernet, Josh Cabernet, 
Merlot, Pinot Noir Merlot, Pinot Noir 
or Legacy Redor Legacy Red
750 ml750 ml

plus dep.plus dep.

Fulton’s Harvest Fulton’s Harvest 
Pumpkin Pie Pumpkin Pie 
CreamCream
750 ml750 ml

Sam Adams Sam Adams 
AssortedAssorted
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans/Btls.12 oz. Cans/Btls.

$$12129999
Sip of Sip of 
Sunshine Sunshine 
IPA 4 PackIPA 4 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

$$11119999
Down East Down East 
Cider Donut Cider Donut 
4 Pack4 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$27279999
MichelobMichelob
UltraUltra
30 Pack30 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

plus dep.plus dep.

$$10109999 $$14149999
CIT10-16-25

Eric VanOstrandEric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

• 401K Rollovers
• Fixed-Indexed Annuities
• Whole Universal Life
• Long Term Care Coverage
• Retirement Solutions & Strategies

RE7-3-25

REMODELING CONTRACTORS

WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS
KITCHENS & BATHS
SIDING & ROOFING

860-682-5509
Locally Owned & Operated • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
RE7-26-24

CDHR Oktoberfest
All are invited to join CT Draft Horse Res-

cue for the 14th annual Oktoberfest on Sun-
day, Oct. 19, at Autumn Ridge, the farm of the 
CDHR, located at 113 Chestnut Hill Rd. 

Admission is free. Come meet the horses 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. There will be vendors, 
hayrides, raffles, food, kids’ activities, and 
more. For more information, visit www.ct-
draftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/ct-
draftrescue. This event is rain or shine. 

CDHR is a nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to saving the lives of neglected or abused 

draft horses as well as draft horses headed to 
slaughter. Its mission is to vet, quarantine, re-
habilitate, train and re-home rescued horses 
with a strict contract for their lifelong protec-
tion. Since its inception, the organization has 
rescued more than 110 horses, with the ma-
jority placed in forever homes. 

The CDHR is run strictly on public dona-
tions. Fundraisers, such as this one, ensure 
they have the resources needed to continue 
caring for the horses at Autumn Ridge.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following items of interest. For 
full program descriptions or more information, 
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Scarecrows in the Park: At Sears Park 
through Oct. 31; park open from sunrise to 
sunset. Enjoy a whimsical display of scarecrows 
created by local residents, businesses, and orga-
nizations. Vote for your favorites! 

 Haunted History & Rumors Walking Tour: 
Saturday, Oct. 25. The tour will begin at Mateo’s 
Taco & Cantina Restaurant, 87 Main St. Two 
tours to choose from – 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Journey through the shadows as Parks and Rec. 
uncovers some of the most formidable buried 
secrets and almost-forgotten tales in town. Ma-
teo’s Taco & Cantina is brewing up some Hal-
loween cocktails and specials just for the occa-
sion. This one-hour walking tour covers about 
two miles of thrills and chills. Guests must be 21 
and over, and costumes are encouraged but not 
required. Cost is $10.

Thanksgiving Table Workshop – A DIY 
Workshop for Your Holiday Table: At Town 

Hall Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30-8 p.m. Cost is 
$35. In this hands-on workshop, create your 
own stenciled table runner and decorate sea-
sonal candles in glass.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School 
(Grades K-3) – Ghost Busters Fun Club: Make 
Your Own Ghost Poppers, Tuesday, Oct. 21, 
3:30-4:30 p.m., $25.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

All-Ages Program: Book Bingo: Monday, 
Oct. 20, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Win some great new 
books. Refreshments provided.  

Adult Programs: Paint & Pastries – A 
Spooky Evening: Adults and Grades 8-12: 
Tuesday, Oct. 21, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Paint what you 
want or follow along with the instructor. No ex-
perience needed.

Teen Programs: HalloTween: Grades 4-8: 
Saturday, Oct. 18, 1-2:30 p.m. Play silly games, 
compete in a costume contest, eat yummy 
snacks and try some gross crafts. Sponsored by 
Teen Advisory Board.

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday, 
Oct. 21, 6 p.m. Take a leadership role in shap-
ing how the library serves teens. Help plan pro-
grams and improve the Teen Space.

Magic: The Gathering (Grades 7-12): 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Whether 
you already know how to play the card game, 
or want to learn, come together and play with 
people of all skill levels. Bring your own decks 
or use one of the library’s.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days: Saturday, 
Oct. 18, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families 
in grades K-8 are invited to create a different 
toy, game, or treat together. No registration re-
quired; just drop in.

Family Pumpkin Decorating: Saturday, Oct. 
25, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Work together as a family 
to get creative and decorate a pumpkin to take 
home. All supplies provided. One pumpkin per 
family. 

STEMtastic: Owl Pellet Dissection for 
Grades 2-8: Monday, Oct. 27, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Come dissect an owl pellet and see if you can 
identify key parts of an owl’s diet.

Halloween Happening: Ages Birth-5: Thurs-
day, Oct. 30, 10:30 a.m. Join us to share some 
Halloween-themed stories, songs, and crafts. 
Costumes encouraged.

Dean’s List
Savannah Dumond of East Hampton made 

the summer 2025 Dean’s List at Goodwin Uni-
versity in East Hartford.
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1979 - 2025

46 Years of Building Quality!
NOT TO BE COMBINED  

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

14x24 Carefree Vinyl Garage 
NOW $12,995!

For Example: 10x16 Run-In 
NOW $6995!

10x14 Carefree Saltbox 
NOW $6995!

8x12 Carefree Vinyl A-Roof 
NOW $4795!

12x16 Carefree Vinyl Cottage 
NOW $8495!

with loft!
with  
optional cupola!

0%  INTEREST
UNTIL SPRING  2026 TO QUALIFIED  BUYERS

HURRY IN
THIS SALE 

ENDS OCT. 31st 
2025

Or choose 

from 

over 100 

In-Stock Units 

for prompt 

delivery
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We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

CHOOSE FROM OVER 100 IN STOCK UNITS FOR PROMPT DELIVERY – OR ORDER NEW!

THE EVENT YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR: CAREFREE’S 
SHEDT BER SALE

Colchester  860 267-7600         1-800-326-SHED     Clinton  860 664-1620

CIT9-25-25 RE7-18-25
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www.ironchris.com

RE10-17-25

“We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent [8] organizations which offer [25] products in your area. 
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.”

“Not affiliated with the U. S. government or federal Medicare program.”

Medicare • Life & Health Insurance
Complimentary Consultations • Family Owned

A full service retirement agency with solutions for all your retirement needs!

392 S. Main Street, Colchester, CT
www.srhealthandretirement.com 

860-338-1466 • 860-664-5596

HELLO
my name is

SimbaSimba

Upcoming Educational Events

Douglas Library – Hebron
Oct. 22nd 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Nov. 12th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 2nd 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Richmond Memorial Library 
Marlborough

Nov. 5th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 4th 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Cragin Library
Colchester

Nov. 6th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 4th 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Medicare Advantage
Vs. Supplemental at Office

Tues. Oct. 21st 6-7pm
Thurs. Oct. 30th 6-7pm
Tues. Nov. 4th 6-7pm
Sat. Nov. 8th 6-7pm

Thurs. Nov. 27th 6-7pm

How VA and Tri-Care Works 
with Medicare at office
Tues. Oct. 28th 6-7pm
Mon. Nov. 3rd 6-7pm

Tues. Nov. 10th 6:30-7:30pm
Mon. Nov. 17th 6:30-7:30pm

Columbia Library 
Dec. 3rd 1-2pm & 6-7pm

East Hampton
Nov. 19th 5-6pmVerterans Rally

Nov. 19th 5-6pm

Enrollments at Office Drop in or RSVP
Fri. Oct. 24th 8am-5pm • Fri. Nov. 7th 8am-5pm

Fri. Dec. 5th 8am-5pm

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
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Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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COLOR

Filling dozens of vacant seats on boards
and commissions so more voices are
heard
Protecting Lake Pocotopaug
Spearheading a plan for conservation and
responsible development
Supporting our Police and first
responders 
Investing in roads and maintainance
Ensuring high-quality educationwww.ehctdems.org

COMMUNITY
WE BUILDDEMOCRATS

REGARDLESS OF VOTER AFFILIATION, WE
BELIEVE YOUR VOICE MATTERS. YOUR IDEAS
MATTER. YOUR COMMUNITY MATTERS.
JOIN US IN CONTINUING TO BUILD A TOWN
DEFINED BY KINDNESS, COMPASSION, AND
RESPECT.

While national
politics grows
louder and more
divided, we’ve
chosen a
different path —
one grounded in
respect,
kindness, and
collaboration.

VOTE
ROW A

Our community is
thriving because we
lead with progress,
not partisanship.
Local progress
matters - let’s keep
moving forward.

Paid for by the East Hampton Democratic Town Committee. Terry Concannon, Treasurer. 
RE10-17-25
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17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940
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Monday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Sun. 3-8pm Dinner Only

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 11:30am-4:00pm

www.zinascucina.com

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

Mondays: Wing It Mondays - 6 wings/$8  
12 wings/$15  variety of flavors   •  $5 Draft Beers

Thursdays:
Bourbon, Beer & Burgers

Wednesdays:
1/2 off Bottles of Wine

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

We’ve Got A Lot Going On!Visit our website
for details!

 Tuesdays are for Pet Lovers - post a photo with your pet on 
your social media & tag @ZinasCucina  for 15% off your bill

10% OFF Your Lunch w/ this Ad

RE10-10-25

(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
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— WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE —

Don’t get spooked with 
a surprise septic tank 
problem this season!

We Provide Detailed Septic Inspections For New Home Buyers

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

Pumpkin Decorating
   Harvest Games
  Non-scary Costumes Welcome
    Hayride
      Face Painting
	 	 	 	 				Bonfire
          Apple Cider & Donuts
            Candy bags

Saturday,  
Nov. 1 at 4pm

WHERE:  Abundant Life Church, 85 Skinner Rd, Colchester, CT 06415

Harvest Fest
C H I L D R E N ’ S
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Lions Raffle for Scholarship Program
The East Hampton Lions Club is conducting 

a raffle to support their annual scholarship pro-
gram. The Lions will offer four $1,500 awards 
to graduating East Hampton students. Applica-
tions are available by contacting the East Hamp-
ton High School guidance office.

The raffle offers a $2,025 grand prize. First 
place is $225 with two winners, second place is 
$125 with two winners, and third place is $55 
with two winners. Also, the first-, second- and 

third-place winners will be reentered for the 
grand prize draw. 

A total of 700 tickets will be sold, at $10 per 
ticket.

The raffle runs through Saturday, Oct. 25, 
with the drawing to take place that day at the 
East Hampton Lions Club picnic pavilion at 62 
N. Main St. Time for the drawing is 2:25 p.m.

For information or tickets call Lion Tim Den-
man 860-519-4951.

Annual Coat Drive
The East Hampton Lions and St. John Paul II 

Parish are holding their annual coat drive. 
All are invited to donate any coats that you 

no longer wear – as well as sweaters, gloves, and 
other fall/winter clothing – to the drive.

 Items may be dropped off at Ace Hardware 
and St. John Paul II Parish (formerly St. Patrick 
Church) in the parish hall from now through 

Oct. 22. Please donate items in good, clean con-
dition.  The items do not have to be dry-cleaned 
but please no stains or holes, the Lions said.

People are invited to come and “shop” on 
Thursday, Oct. 23, from 9-10 a.m. and 5-7 p.m., 
and on Friday, Oct. 24, from 5-7 p.m. 

 For more information, call Lion Mary Krogh 
at 860-977-5760.
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New ListingNew Listing
3290 square ft home / 2.28 Acres in Glastonbury!

Unique Home with 4 BDRM, 3.5 Baths. 
$725,000.00

Many new updates recently 2025.
New Refinished Hardwood Floors throughout

New Paint Walls, Ceilings & Trim 
New Doors - Front & Interior

4 Bays - Tandem Garage & Abundance of 
Parking & Privacy.

3 Full Baths, completely renovated Upper Level 
for on Suite to 3 Bedrooms.
Gorgeous Stone Fireplace! 

Built -ins & plenty of storage.
Private Location with a Neighborhood feel. 
Close to Town/Rte. 2 & JB Williams Park!

C
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C. 860.841.4305 | O. 860.633.0111
Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com | JodyDelmastro.raveis.com

218 NEW LONDON TPKE | GLASTONBURY | CT 06033

A Lifelong resident of Glastonbury with 30+ years, Jody has been making homeownership a 
reality for countless individuals and familes in the Glastonbury and surrounding area.

Jody Delmastro and William Raveis, a winning combination. 
Contact her today to schedule a consultation and experience firsthand why she is the go-to real estate agent in the 

Glastonbury area.

Call Jody Delmastro, Wiiliam Raveis 
Real Estate to set up a showing! 

Personal Trainer Creates Bootcamp for Area Moms 

Personal trainer Katy McConville runs Mothers & Movement, a weekly fitness 
bootcamp in Glastonbury. 

By Mary Milewski
Any movement is good movement, according 

to personal trainer and certified yoga instructor 
Katy McConville. 

The former competitive cheerleader runs her 
own personal training business, Gym & Tonick, 
and began offering Mothers & Movement 
weekly fitness bootcamp classes in her private 
Glastonbury studio this past Sunday, after pre-
viously holding the class at Riverfront Park in 
Glastonbury.

McConville – who moved to Glastonbury 
nearly four years ago from out of state – left her 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. job to stay home with her kids 
and focus on building her personal training 
business and private studio. 

Prior to becoming a personal trainer, McCo-
nville was a competitive cheerleader for 15 years 
and competed in a National Physique Commit-
tee bikini competition. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in health and science and kinesiology. 

“I created Mothers & Movement to be solely 
for mothers who want to go into fitness and to 
feel confident in what they’re doing,” she ex-
plained. “There are a lot of mothers who feel 
uncomfortable just going to the gym. It can be 
intimidating being a woman and a mother af-
ter pregnancy. Mothers & Movement provides 
a safe and comfortable environment for women 
in general.”

McConville’s goals for Mothers & Movement 
include promoting healthy movement and 
boosting strength and endurance for each indi-
vidual. Her biggest goal, however, is creating a 
supportive community she explained.

Newcomers are welcome to the 45-minute, 
circuit-style workout for women at all fitness 
levels, according to McConville.

McConville’s private studio is named Gym 
& Tonick. The name of her studio is a play on 
McConville’s maiden name Tonick and the me-
dicinal substance used to elicit feelings of well-
being. 

The classes have been a success since launch-
ing at Riverfront Park this summer. 

“The bootcamp is amazing. We have a solid 

group that shows up,” said McConville. “You 
come, get your workout in and after, we stay and 
chat or walk together to connect. There have 
been a lot of friendships made so far.”

According to McConville, the first session 
had a full house, but some participants needed 
a lot of instruction. That’s where McConville 
worked her coaching magic. “I was able to form 
correct some people and make them feel com-
fortable,” she said.

As a personal trainer, McConville is focused 
on form correction, she said, and works with all 
levels and individual goals from novice through 
advanced. 

“My drive for Mothers & Movement is getting 
women who start out in an uncomfortable state 
in their fitness journey and help to make them 
feel comfortable in themselves and be able to 
one day go into a big box gym and feel like they 
know what they’re doing,” she explained.

According to Taylor Merritt, owner of Sweaty 
as a Mother – a Naperville, Ill.-based fitness 
company that specializes in both pre- and post-
natal fitness – McConville is driven to succeed. 

“It is so great to see that she has the same kind 
of passion that I do for bringing connections, 
strength training and movement to all moms,” 
said Merritt, who mentored McConville when 
she started her own personal training business. 
“She’s really finding a space for moms to come 
together and sharing her knowledge of the body 
and movement for women.”

Merritt said she has gotten to know McCon-
ville as both a mom and a new businesswoman.

“She built her business around her passion 
for fitness and health and trying to bring joy 
and strength to their lives,” said Merritt. “I am 
so proud of her for taking the leap and bring-
ing this to her town. It’s so great to see everyone 
showing up to these bootcamps.”

McConville said she really loves being able 
to educate women on how to exercise properly 
in relation to their fitness goals and grow their 
confidence.

“Whether you’re brand new to working out, 
returning to exercise after taking time out, or 

just looking for a space where you feel like you 
belong, I’m here to guide and encourage you – 
every rep, every session, every step,” McConville 
said. “I hope to work to develop as big of a com-

munity of mothers as possible in town.”
For a schedule of Mothers & Movement class-

es, visit gymandtonick.com/bootcamp.
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       HOW MUCH EXPERIENCE    
DO WE HAVE, YOU ASK?     

       All of this expertise has you set up for success.     
       © 2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.      
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Glastonbury Store Delivers More Than Just Carpet 

Gerson DaSilva is the new owner of 
Glastonbury Carpet & Flooring. 

By Mary Milewski
Selling carpet and flooring is about more than 

just the product – it’s about the people and the 
relationships that are built over the years with 
customers, said new owner of Glastonbury Car-
pet & Flooring Gerson DaSilva.

Working in commercial banking, DaSilva said 
he wasn’t satisfied, and didn’t think twice when 
he got the opportunity to purchase Glastonbury 
Carpet & Flooring. He took over ownership of 
the company in April. 

DaSilva said he enjoys working with and 
helping people. He said he knew the basics of 
business from his time as a landlord managing 
his own properties before taking over Glaston-
bury Carpet & Flooring. The rest he has learned 
since taking over.

“Six months of ownership feels like six years 
because I have done so much and learned so 
much in that time,” DaSilva said.

Now in its 52nd year, Glastonbury Carpet & 
Flooring celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2023. 

Started by Jim and Fran Nicol, Glastonbury 
Carpet – as it was then known – has done many 
notable projects over the years, including work 
at the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
and the governor’s mansion. The business has 
even done projects as small as a cat’s scratching 
post. 

DaSilva purchased the business from Brian 
McGuire and his wife Carol. McGuire started 

at Glastonbury Carpet & Flooring while still in 
high school. He said that when he drives down 
the street, he often thinks that he has probably 
been in just about every house in town. 

“Carol and I thank all of the people in 
Glastonbury and area towns who helped us suc-
ceed for so many years,” McGuire said. 

While he no longer owns the business, Mc-
Guire still helps with training when needed. 
“My goal is that [DaSilva] can continue and be a 
success as well,” he explained. 

Originally just Glastonbury Carpet, the busi-
ness has evolved over the years – diversifying to 
other types of flooring. 

Today Glastonbury Carpet & Flooring – as it 
is now called – also sells hard flooring, includ-
ing engineered wood, solid wood and luxury 
vinyl that looks and smells like wood and can 
even get wet. The business also sells tile, Vinyl 
Composition Tile (VCT), carpet and more. 

“I’ve had people my age say, ‘Who does car-
peting anymore?’ but you’d be surprised at how 
much carpeting we do,” said DaSilva.

The products Glastonbury Carpet & Floor-
ing offers don’t stop there, however. “We also 
do hardwood finishing, a lot of epoxy flooring 
in garages and basements, carpet and area rug 
cleaning, rug binding and even fabrication of 
custom area rugs,” DaSilva explained.

Any rug can become an “area rug,” according 
to DaSilva. 

“We can make them round, star, square – 
even the shape of a dinosaur,” he said. “We can 
do anything. We even did custom carpeting on 
a boat. So, if you have a yacht, come on in or 
call us.”

The company’s tradition of turning dreams 
into reality is something that DaSilva said he is 
proud of. According to Glastonbury Carpet & 
Flooring’s new owner, the moment customers 
walk in to the showroom or call he asks ques-
tions and helps them determine the best prod-
uct for their goals.

That process of course starts with asking 
questions. How much traffic will the carpet or 
floor get? Will the customer mostly be wearing 
shoes or be barefoot while walking on it? How 
plush would they like the carpet? 

Choices are based on thickness, durability, 
look, feel, padding needs, budget and even pets. 
“I think about things that some people don’t 
consider,” said DaSilva.

Since taking the reins in April, DaSilva has 
had an eye toward the future and updating the 
business. 

“I’m working with designers to completely 
redo the showroom, bring it up to 2025 and 
bring in the most modern choices and contem-
porary styles,” he said. 

DaSilva said he enjoys showing customers 
different products and helping them with their 
projects. “I really like the people,” he said. “My 
heart is in Glastonbury.”

The showroom – located at 192 Oak St. in Vaccination Clinic Schedule
Chatham Health District has announced its 

upcoming Vaccination Clinic Schedule, and 
clinics are scheduled in the Rivereast towns of 
Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlbor-
ough and Portland. The schedule is:

10/20, 9-11 a.m., Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter; 10/21, 9-11 a.m., Russell Mercier Senior 
Center in Hebron; 10/22, 10 a.m.-noon, East 
Hampton Senior Center; 10/29, 3-5 p.m., 
Colchester Federated Church.

Chatham Health is partnering with Beacon 
Prescriptions to offer a variety of vaccines 
to the community. Flu and COVID-19 (ages 
3+), RSV, shingles, and pneumococcal vac-
cines are available. Most major insurances are 
accepted except Hospice and VA. For more 
information visit ChathamHealth.org

People with questions can call 860-365-
0884 or email info@chathamhealth.org.
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Glastonbury – is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The store is closed Sundays and Mon-
days. For more information, visit glastonbury-
carpet.com.

National Take-Back Day
AHM Youth and Family Services’ Coalition 

for a Healthy and Empowered Community 
(CHEC), in partnership with the Connecticut 
State Police, will host a free Take-Back Event 
Saturday, Oct. 25, from 9 a.m.-noon, at RHAM 
High School, 85 Wall St., Hebron. 

CHEC and the state police host free Take-
Back Events in spring and fall for community 
members to properly dispose of old and un-
needed prescriptions, over-the-counter medica-
tions, and vitamins anonymously. 

Fall Into Art 
AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 

Fall Into Art, an autumn-themed community 
art show, on Saturday, Oct. 18, from 1:30-6:30 
p.m., at AHM, 25 Pendleton Drive.

This event will take place during Hebron 
Harvest Moon Festival. There will be a rain date 
of Sunday, Oct. 19.

This free event is in collaboration with the 
Hebron Creative Collective. If you are an artist 
interested in showing your work, please register, 
by contacting AHM at ahmyouth.org.
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Advocating for Students,
Professionals 

Dear Colchester:
My previous letters have expressed appreciation 

for our students and teachers, but this week, I want 
to highlight the vital role of related service provid-
ers—speech pathologists, occupational therapists, 
reading and math specialists, social workers, and 
psychologists. These dedicated professionals are 
essential to our students’ achievements and teach-
ers’ well-being, passionately supporting student 
education and building the foundation for their 
understanding and confidence.

My wife and I have personally witnessed the 
invaluable support these providers offer alongside 
our daughters’ teachers. Our eldest has formed a 
deep bond with her provider, who feels like fam-
ily to us. Their work in implementing our daugh-
ter’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) has 
significantly boosted her confidence and comfort 
in learning. We are truly grateful for these profes-
sionals in our schools.

As a candidate for the Colchester Board of Edu-
cation, I am committed to supporting our students, 
teachers, paraprofessionals, and related service 
providers. Their teamwork drives our students’ 
success and strengthens our district. I will advo-
cate for their recognition in our classrooms and 
through fair compensation. Colchester Schools 
have an exceptional team, and I am dedicated to 
retaining and nurturing this asset. Please consider 
voting for me to champion these priorities and 
serve our community with dedication.

Sincerely,
Cody McNeely

Candidate for the Board of Education

I Am So Grateful
To the Editor:

I would sincerely like to thank the Portland Fire 
EMTs and police department for their help at the 
Portland Fair with my health issues. Over the years 
they have always treated me with such wonderful 
kindness and compassion that I am so grateful for.

Donna Nobile - Portland

EH Democrats Will Support Us! 
To the Editor:

This is a letter of support for our East Hampton 
Democratic candidates. They are sending a clear 
message that they will continue to work to protect 
and support our Seniors. The Democratic candi-
dates for Town Council are clearly committed to 
the support, guidance and assistance to make the 
daily lives of our senior citizens simpler, safer and 
worry-free. 

The East Hampton Democratic candidates will 
continue working with the state to expand their 
financial commitment to our town. Working with 
state leaders makes our town stronger and creates 
more opportunities for our local schools. 

It is important to every citizen that our Town 
Council supports and safeguards our First Re-
sponders. Dean Markham, Karen Wanat, Jack 
Solomon, Rich Knotek and Joelyn Leon will pro-
tect those who keep us safe…the Police, Fire, and 
Ambulance staff serving our town 24/7!

I have lived in East Hampton for 52 years and 
have loved living near the lake and doing what I 
can for the community. Our town has of course 
grown in many ways. It is important to elect local 
officials that are truly committed to all of us and 
to the future of our town. Please join me in sup-
porting the Democratic candidates on Election 
Day, Nov. 4! Early voting begins on Oct. 20 at the 
Town Hall. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Moore – East Hampton

Marlborough Dem Slate
To the Editor:

I am writing to support the Marlborough Dem-
ocratic slate for the 2025 municipal election. The 
Democratic slate has an average age of 52 years 
old, representing a multi-generational cross-sec-
tion of our community. At the “top of the ticket” 
are Board of Selectmen candidates Susan McFar-
land and Anthony Bratz. These candidates bring 
diverse professional and civic experience, with 
an average age of 47. Susan is an 18-year Marl-
borough resident and served for 12 years on the 
Zoning Commission. She holds a master’s in en-
vironmental science and an MBA and has spent 
over 30 years in health, safety, and environmental 
affairs at major companies in Connecticut. An-
thony is an engineering supervisor. He currently 
serves as an alternate on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and is a full member of the Water Pollution 
Control Authority. Together, Susan and Anthony 
form a strong ticket that combines knowledge and 
service with fresh perspectives, representing a new 
generation of leadership for Marlborough.

 The Board of Education candidates include 
three incumbent candidates. Raymond “Chip” 
Morris and Linda Earley currently serve on the 
Marlborough Board of Education (as chair and 
secretary, respectively), and Pamela Farrington is a 
current RHAM Board of Education member. Join-
ing them on the slate is William “Bill” Guzman, 
who brings a distinguished background in educa-
tion. He holds a J.D. from UConn Law, as well as 
master’s and sixth-year degrees in Education and 
Educational Leadership from the University of 
Hartford. His career includes roles as Superinten-
dent and Assistant Superintendent. Together, these 
candidates bring a wealth of experience in educa-
tion with a mix of incumbents and new candidates 
that maintain organizational knowledge of the 
boards while bringing in new ideas and energy to 
guide our schools forward.

The rest of the slate features experienced board 
and commission members like Erik Stomberg 
and John Grasso, Esq. (Zoning candidates), Beth 
Lander Morris, Peggy Golfin, and Jason Cooper 
(Planning candidates), and Matt Wilson (Zoning 
Board of Appeals) with new candidates that are 
eager to serve the town on boards and commis-
sions including Joe Sheridan and Travis Michaud 
(Finance), Justin Bransfield (Zoning), Liz Brans-
field (Zoning Board of Appeals), Emily Collins 
(Board of Assessment Appeals), and Bob Larson, 
Esq. (Zoning Board of Appeals).

This slate looks forward to earning your vote this 
Fall. Early Voting beings Oct. 20th at Town Hall 
and Election Day is Nov. 4th. Learn more about 
the slate at www.MarlboroughCTDemocrats.com.

Sincerely,
Jack Fidler – Marlborough

Note: Fidler is a member of the Marlborough 
Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an in-
dividual.

Reelect Bridget
To the Editor:

The responsibility of the Board of Finance is to 
oversee, protect and make recommendations on 
behalf of the East Hampton taxpayers.

Bridget McLennan has the tenacity and disci-
pline to continue in her role on the Board of Fi-
nance. Despite all, she rises above the fray to keep 
the interest of the taxpayer’s dollars first and fore-
most.

Bridget McLennan will continue to protect your 
hard-earned money, question expenses and work 
collaboratively with all members. Please join me 
in re-electing Bridget to the Board of Finance on 
Tuesday, Nov. 4, at the high school.

Sincerely,
Colleen Owens – East Hampton

Donut Drive-Up Thanks
To the Editor:

The RHAM High School Class of 2026 would 
like to thank the Marlborough Bakery and Cafe for 
their generous donation of donuts for our fund-
raiser. It was a huge success and we could not have 
done it without your donation. We appreciate your 
contribution to our community!

Brenna D’Amico, Ella Hatzikostas, 
Brooke Gorgone and Ellie Ballard

Vote for Vinnie Pitruzzello
To the Editor:

We are proud to endorse Vinnie Pitruzzello for 
Portland Board of Selectmen. Vinnie may be new 
to local government, but he’s no stranger to solv-
ing complex problems and leading with integrity. 
With a background in engineering and years of 
leadership experience, he brings a fresh, practi-
cal perspective to the Board of Selectmen – one 
rooted in logic, accountability, and a deep respect 
for our community.

Vinnie Pitruzzello is the kind of person who 
doesn’t just identify issues—he rolls up his sleeves 
and works toward real solutions. Whether it’s in-
frastructure, budgeting, or long-term planning, 
Vinnie’s analytical mindset and collaborative spirit 
make him uniquely equipped to tackle the chal-
lenges our town faces.

We need leaders who listen, think critically, and 
act decisively. Vinnie is that kind of leader. We are 
proud to support Vinnie’s candidacy for Portland 
Board of Selectmen and excited to see the positive 
impact he’ll make. So come on out in November 
and vote for Vinnie Pitruzzello! 

Kathi and Tom Thorell – Portland 

Pay Attention to the Signs
To the Editor:

It’s election season again, and the signs are out 
in full force. I particularly enjoy how hard most 
of the self-storage units in East Hampton go for a 
particular party. But with these candidate signs are 
some new signs popping up around town calling 
for a stop to over-development in East Hampton.

While I welcome this sentiment, I hope they pay 
attention to whose signs are at virtually every de-
velopment in town, and that developer is respon-
sible for most of the over-development they fear. 

Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton 

Board of Assessment Appeals
To the Editor:

I am Diane Achenbach-Zatorski asking for your 
vote so I can continue serving on the Board of As-
sessment Appeals in East Hampton.

Thank you,
Diane Achenbach-Zatorski – East Hampton

Abstaining = Cowardice
To the Editor:

According to our good friend “Robert,” whose 
book we use as our guide in all Town matters, 
elected folks may abstain from voting for the fol-
lowing reasons:

· They have a conflict of interest involving the 
issue

· They do not have enough information on the 
issue

· They want to remain neutral
· They don’t want to offend anyone
Four of our five Democrats on Council ab-

stained from voting on the BofEd administrator’s 
contract last week.

There was no conflict of interest and there was 
certainly enough information presented. So, what 
we can assume they abstained for? Fear of offend-
ing the administrators? Fear of losing votes? Fear 
of making a decision?

If you don’t have the guts to make a tough deci-
sion, you don’t deserve a seat at the table. Think 
about that before putting Markham, Wanat or 
Knotek back in a chair.

Elect Republicans Eric Peterson, Darin Hurne, 
Ted Hintz, Alannah Coshow and Tim Feegel. We 
can expect more from them.

Melissa H. Engel, Chair
East Hampton Republican Town Committee

Great Things Happening
Dear Colchester Citizens:

I am running as a Democratic candidate for the 
Colchester Board of Education. As a Colchester 
Board of Education member, I will advocate for 
open and transparent communication between 
the board, administration and community about 
the budget, school board meetings, and other deci-
sions that will affect the schools and the commu-
nity.

Board meetings should allow for open discus-
sion where all members of the board ask questions 
so that they can thoroughly understand the issues 
at hand. I intend to ask many questions to under-
stand what is happening in our schools and en-
sure that the best decisions are being made. Each 
member needs to be clear and honest about their 
opinions and listen intently to the questions and 

Bad Actors
To the Editor:

I am very concerned about the actions of some 
of the Democratic majority on the East Hampton 
Town Council.

This year, we have seen:
-- Censorship on social media and during pub-

lic remarks at Town Council meetings.
-- Proposed DEI ordinance accompanied by 

disparaging remarks towards Christians.
-- A noise ordinance proposal that appears to be 

generated out of a personal vendetta.
-- Posting a disrespectful Facebook connotation 

toward Charlie Kirk and describing his murder as 
an “incident.”

The Democrats’ platform promises civility and 
doing what is best for the town.

Their actions speak louder than their promises.
Vote Republican Tuesday, Nov. 4th.

Shannon Turner – East Hampton

Supports Coshow 
To the Editor:

This is an easy one. Alannah Coshow, a candi-
date for East Hampton Town Council, is an out-
standing choice on Nov. 4th. Alannah has been a 
dedicated public servant having served on mul-
tiple boards over the years. She is keenly aware of 
the town’s needs and finances. She is an excellent 
choice for Town Council. 

Josh Piteo – East Hampton 
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ideas of their colleagues. I promise to be an active, 
respectful listener even if others’ opinions are dif-
ferent than mine.

It is essential that the public understand the 
decisions being made by the BOE and the admin-
istration. The community should know how deci-
sions tie into the school’s vision and goals. Open 
public discussion helps everyone understand the 
‘why’ behind each problem and the “how” of each 
proposed solution. Before decisions are made, sit-
uations need to be explained and the public must 
have a time to give their perspectives and ideas 
with the board members and administration lis-
tening intently. It is important that each step of a 
process toward solutions be communicated clearly. 
This is how true transparency happens and I com-
mit to it.

Information needs to be communicated clearly 
with the citizens of Colchester, those who have 
children in the school system and well as those 
who don’t. Colchester has a large population of 
citizens who are not connected directly with the 
school system and the board needs to discover the 
best way to communicate throughout the year, 
not just the budget at budget time. Many means 
of communication must be used: the Rivereast 
newspaper, town, school and Board of Education 
websites, flyers on bulletin boards throughout 
town, and distribution and sharing of information 
to other town boards will help get information out 
to the entire public of Colchester.

I ask for your support on Election Day, Nov. 
4, or by early voting Oct. 20-Nov. 2, so that I can 
make sure that everyone in Colchester feels as 
though they know about the great things happen-
ing in our public schools.

Sincerely,
Nancy Nelson

Democratic Candidate for
Board of Education

Proud of Our Accomplishments
To the Editor:

It has been a privilege for us, the Republican 
team, to serve as your voice on the Board of Fi-
nance. We take this responsibility very seriously 
and remain committed to earning your trust every 
day.

Over the past several years, we have worked 
diligently to strengthen our town’s finances, pro-
tect taxpayer dollars, and improve our community. 
Some of our key accomplishments include:

1. increased funding for road maintenance to 
eventually bring all town roads up to proper stan-
dards where only routine maintenance will be 
needed.

2. renovated the Sears Park pickleball, basket-
ball and tennis courts enhancing recreational op-
portunities.

3. provided funding for school security im-
provements including, internal locks, alert sys-
tems, glass protection, security personnel.

4. exposed the environmental issues at the 11 
Skinner Street firehouse project, protecting our 
firemen’s health and taxpayer’s money.

5. maintained a AAA rating, saving significant 
costs when bonding or leasing large items.

6. saved every property taxpayer hundreds of 
dollars in property taxes each year while maintain-
ing a quality school system. (You recall the refer-
endum on the school budget this past summer?)

7. reestablished the Special Education Reserve 
Fund to cover mandated special education ex-
penses.

8. approved a policy in 2023 allowing the Board 
of Education to retain any unexpended funds from 
its annual budget.

9. established a taxpayer transparency initia-
tive, providing each taxpayer a letter detailing how 
their taxes are spent by department.

10. secured sustainable funding for the Am-
bulance Association, ensuring continued service 
while saving $300,000 annually compared to the 
Ambulance Task Force’s recommendation. Special 
thanks to Ted Hintz for his leadership on this ef-
fort. 

We are proud of these accomplishments and 
remain focused on protecting the interests of all 
taxpayers while maintaining the quality of life that 
makes our town special.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to 
work for you.

Please vote Row B on Nov. 4.
God bless,

Bridget McLennan,
Chairman, Board of Finance and Candidate, 

Board of Finance
Alannah Danaher Coshow, 

Vice-Chairman, Board of Finance
and Candidate, Town Council

Jim Radavich, 
Member, Board of Finance

and Candidate, Board of Finance
Dr. Richard Brown, 

Member, Board of Finance
East Hampton

Now They Complain?
To the Editor:

My wife and I lived here in East Hampton for 
30 years. In every local election, the Republicans 
complain about spending money. However, they 
never articulate or present a long-term plan to ad-
dress the needs of our community.

Here again, the firehouse issue has been around 
for years; now they start to complain?

Kurt John Comisky – East Hampton 

Right Person for the Job
To the Editor:

I am pleased to write this letter endorsing Ro-
berta Dougherty for Andover Town Clerk. She has 
lived here, married here and raised her family here, 
so we’ve all had the opportunity to get to know her. 
She’s been the assistant assessor since 2012 and be-
came the Social Services/Municipal Agent in 2019.

I have been privileged to avail myself of her 
knowledge and help when I needed information 
from the assessor’s office. There is a lot to learn 
about how one’s property is assessed. She’s always 
been helpful, kind and friendly. When she added 
her other duties as Social Services/Municipal 
Agent, she did it with the knowledge and dedica-
tion required to serve those needing these services. 
As always, being kind, friendly and helpful.

Now that she is running for the town clerk posi-
tion, I can’t imagine why a person would vote for 
anyone else. Roberta has gained so much knowl-
edge, experience and skills required to be a Town 
Clerk. She knows a great deal about the Town of 
Andover already, so she has a huge head start and 
is learning more each day. I know I will rest eas-
ily with Roberta handling all the duties of Town 
Clerk, and there are many, many duties. I know she 
will continue to be the kind, caring and friendly 
person that she is. She is just the right person to 
do the job. 

Please join me in voting for Roberta Dougherty 
for Andover Town Clerk on Nov. 4.

Respectfully submitted,
Georgette Conrad – Andover

Elect Portland’s Team
Dear Portland Neighbors:

Please take a few minutes to look at the flyer 
insert in today’s edition featuring the Democratic 
team for Portland that appears on Row A of the 
ballot in this year’s municipal election. You can 
read about our team’s priorities and proven com-
mitment to the Portland community.

For the first time in a municipal election, you 
will have options as to when to cast your ballot. 
Early voting begins next Monday 10/20 and con-
tinues through 11/2 at Portland Town Hall, with 
Election Day on Tuesday 11/4. Check out the flyer 
for times and location, and be sure to take the time 
to learn about all the candidates who are seeking 
election before you go to the polls.

The Portland Democratic Team consists of 
experienced and dedicated community lead-
ers including; Andrea Alfano, John Dillon, Dave 
Kuzminski, and Jim Tripp for the Board of Select-
men; Jody Grosso, Erin Livensparger, Kim Nagy-
Maruschock, and Bethanne Vergean for Board of 
Education; Chris Darby and Lauren DeCaprio for 
Zoning Board of Appeals; and Kathy Richards and 
Cindy Tyler for the Board of Assessment Appeals.

You will find more information about the Port-
land Democratic Team on our website, www.port-
landctdtc.com or by following us on Facebook @
PortlandDemocraticTownCommittee. We will 
also be knocking on doors and meeting residents 
in the community as we continue to listen to what 
is important to you in these final weeks leading to 
Election Day.

Please be sure to make a plan to vote, and con-
sider supporting Portland Democrats on Row A!

Sincerely,
Andrea Alfano

Chair, Portland Democratic Town Committee 
Candidate for Board of Selectmen

Toni for Hebron BOE
To the Editor:

The Hebron Republican Town Committee has 
proudly endorsed Toni Livernois as candidate for 
Hebron Board of Education. Toni has the experi-
ence of exposure to multiple school systems in a 
variety of communities throughout the country. 
Toni’s husband, Chad, was in the U.S. Navy, caus-
ing them to relocate frequently. Her experience 
includes teaching 4th grade in Westerly, R.I., 
teaching preschool in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., and 
teaching 6th grade in Ewa Beach, Hawaii. Toni also 
has seven years of experience coaching competi-
tive and high school gymnastics. Also, she coached 
elementary school track and volleyball. Toni be-
lieves that sports participation helps children de-
velop dedication, work ethic, time management 
and teamwork. 

Additionally, Toni organized a “Book Buddy” 
mentoring program and a STEM event for stu-
dents to showcase their projects. Supporting our 
students and teachers with student centered class-
rooms, encouraging creativity and critical think-
ing, and meeting diverse learning needs, are prior-
ities for Toni. She believes we promote excellence 
with high expectations and resources for success. 
Toni emphasizes strong family and community 
partnerships to prepare students for success. 

Toni Livernois is an extremely qualified candi-
date for Hebron Board of Education ! Please join 
me in voting for Toni.

Thank you, 
Sue Custance – Hebron

EH Deserves Steady Hands
To the Editor:

As much as ever, East Hampton deserves steady 
hands on its Board of Finance to steer us carefully 
and thoughtfully into the future.

We have a unique opportunity next month to 
elect two experienced financial professionals to Fi-
nance; namely, David Caterisano and Daniel Finn.

Both Dave and Dan have storied careers in fi-
nancial management, helping guide individuals, 
businesses and organizations in the prudent use 
of their financial resources now and in the future, 
skills vital to maintaining our town’s secure finan-
cial wellbeing.

These guys not only know their business, but 
they hold down another challenging “occupation”: 
both are parents and homeowners who know full 
well the stresses of the economy and taxes. Their 
roots are firmly planted in our East Hampton 
community, and as much as anyone know that 
only careful, thoughtful management can keep us 
strong and hold us together.

And simply put, their heads are screwed on tight 
and their hearts are in the right place. Dave and 
Dan represent some of the best new generation 
of leaders for East Hampton, and I hope you join 
me in supporting them for the Board of Finance. 
Caterisano and Finn are right for our community!

Rich Knotek – East Hampton
Town Council Member and Candidate

United for Colchester
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

It’s morning again in Colchester. This year, the 
Republican Town Committee has assembled a di-
verse, energetic, and experienced team of candi-
dates who share a common goal: keeping Colches-
ter affordable, improving our schools, and making 
our town a place we’re all proud to call home.

Leading our ticket is John Thomas for first se-
lectman – a successful businessman and active 
member of his church who understands commu-
nity values and fiscal responsibility.

For the Board of Selectmen, we’re proud to offer 
trusted, bipartisan voices in Art Shilosky and Cliff 
O’Donal, both respected for their fairness and ex-
perience. Adding a fresh perspective to the board, 
Tim Vaillancourt brings a thoughtful, indepen-
dent approach.

For the Board of Finance, two community-
minded residents are stepping up to ensure smart 
budgeting and responsible planning. I, Michael 
Dubreuil, am honored to be endorsed for the six-
year seat. I will work to move Colchester forward 
by implementing critical capital projects – like 
improvements to our athletic fields and the Bacon 
Academy roof – while keeping taxes reasonable. 
Joining me is Amber Webster, endorsed for the 
four-year seat, who shares my commitment to bal-
ancing Colchester’s needs with what families can 
afford.

For the Board of Education, we have an excep-
tional slate. Cari Duigou is a parent and teacher 
who understands classroom challenges firsthand. 
Olivia Duksa is a parent and small business owner 
of Iron Horse Equestrian Club, bringing strong 
leadership skills. Corrine Loyola is a grandmother, 
retired veteran, and attorney offering valuable le-
gal and community insight. And Cody McNeely 
is a parent, retired veteran, and educator who 
teaches others how to share and apply knowledge 
effectively. Together, they will bring balance, ac-
countability, and a focus on academic excellence 
to our schools.

For the Board of Assessment Appeals, Mike Be-
gun and Glenn Shilosky will ensure your property 
assessments are fair and that taxpayers are treated 
equitably. Rounding out our team is John Ringo 
for Treasurer, a position he has already performed 
with excellence and dedication.

This is a team united by purpose and grounded 

Candidate for ZBA
To the Editor:

My name is Julie C. Ciucias and I am honored to 
run for East Hampton’s Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA). I moved to East Hampton in 1998 upon 
completion of building a home on Viola Drive. 
Overseeing the construction of a home gives one a 
firsthand opportunity to deal with land use issues, 
permits and the building department.

 Having a desire to contribute to the town, I have 
served on the Economic Development Commis-
sion (EDC), Brownfield Commission and Charter 
Review Committee. While on EDC, I was a mem-
ber, Vice-Chair and Chair. During my tenure, I 
worked closely with Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, Inlands/Wetlands and ZBA. While I was 
chair, the EDC researched and wrote the specifics 
for a Design Review Board which was eventu-
ally approved and implemented by Town Council. 
While on EDC, we also contributed to the 2016 
Plan of Conversation and Development (POCD) 
and assisted in having streetscape/traffic-calming 
changes to the retail area of Route 66.

 I have a record of active participation and well-
researched contributions. I will not rubber stamp 
applications. As a member of ZBA, I pledge to 
honor town regulations, the POCD, and make 
principled and fair-minded decisions.

Sincerely,
Julie C. Ciucias – East Hampton

Candidate for Zoning Board of Appeals

We’re All Here Together
To The Editor: 

Like it or not, we are all here on this planet to-
gether. If we don’t find away sincerely to commu-
nicate with each other, we have no idea what could 
happen.

This is an open dialogue where ego must be 
pushed aside. Most disagreements are based on 
misunderstanding. I have been married for 31 
years and I still misunderstand what my partner is 
telling me or asking me. I have a point of view that 
makes me interpret through that lens. If I think he 
means it a certain way, it is because that is how I 
would mean it.

We all have some responsibility. Those of us ca-
pable of understanding the true implications of the 
time we’re living in are more responsible than the 
other side, but we all have this burden to bear.

As many of us as possible needs to understand 
this. We have a dichotomy in our species (and ev-
erything in between) that makes each other neces-
sary in our current existence, it feels like we are 
evolving to have whatever the multi-prong equiva-
lent of dichotomy is. Now, it is just a matter of con-
vincing the other side that maybe we share more in 
common than the disputes others are manipulat-
ing us to have.

Gravely,
Kristine VanRaalte – Colchester

A Great Candidate
To the Editor:

Cliff O’Donal is a great candidate for the Board 
of Selectmen. He is a very experienced and suc-
cessful businessman. He has served our town with 
thoughtfulness and integrity. He has a proven 
record of working well with others and making 
sound decisions. We are hopeful that Cliff will be 
elected and continue to serve Colchester on behalf 
of its citizens.

Carol Marchigiano and Bill Grabek
– Colchester

in service. Together, we’ll protect what makes Col-
chester special – our community, our schools, and 
our affordability.

We respectfully ask for your support and your 
vote. Early voting runs from Oct. 20th through 
Nov. 2nd at Town Hall. Election Day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 4th.

Thank you for your consideration and for being 
part of Colchester’s bright future.

Sincerely,
Michael Dubreuil

Republican Candidate for Board of Finance
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Hall for RHAM BOE
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my support for Jessica 
Hall as a candidate for the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion. With 28 years of experience in public edu-
cation, Jessica brings a wealth of knowledge and 
dedication to our schools. Her dual certification in 
elementary education (K-6) and special education 
(PreK-12) demonstrates her commitment to meet-
ing the diverse needs of all students.

Jessica has spent 27 years working in the Co-
lumbia School District, where she has consistently 
shown her passion for education and advocacy 
to students and teachers alike. Her leadership 
as Treasurer on the executive board of her local 
teacher union for the past four years highlights her 
ability to manage responsibilities and work collab-
oratively for positive change.

Jessica Hall’s experience, integrity, and dedi-
cation make her an outstanding choice for the 
RHAM BOE. I urge my fellow community mem-
bers to support her candidacy and help ensure our 
schools continue to thrive under thoughtful and 
experienced leadership.

Cathy McSweeney – Amston

Against Overdevelopment
To the Editor:

East Hampton taxpayers against overdevelop-
ment is a group formed by concerned residents 
with regard to the overdevelopment in our town.

Our concerns are not only are we losing our 
beautiful small-town charm but the negative im-
pact on the community’s quality of life, the ecolog-
ical balance and the strain on our infrastructure.

Our emergency services – Police Department, 
Fire Department and Ambulance Association – 
are already stretched thin. Traffic has increased 
and our school budget goes up every year. I am 
sure everyone has seen the increase in the wildlife 
in our town; if we keep developing that will also 
disappear.

On Sunday, Oct. 19, at 11 a.m., the EH Taxpay-
ers Against Overdevelopment will be collecting 
signatures in front of Stop & Shop. The completed 
petition will be presented to the Town Council, 
Town Planner, Planning and Zoning, Town Man-
ager, IWWA and WPCA.

Please stop by and ask questions and sign the 
petition. Help keep our small-town character.

Note: Even though we are close to elections, this 
is in no way political or connected to any political 
party.

Lori Weech – East Hampton

A Great Public Education
To the Editor:

My name is Susan McFarland and I’m running 
for the Marlborough Board of Selectmen. I grew 
up in East Hartford and went to public schools 
from pre-K through 12th grade. My public educa-
tion prepared me to attend Wesleyan University in 
Middletown, and for a successful career with sev-
eral large manufacturing companies here in Con-
necticut.

Every student deserves a great education – one 
that teaches them a trade or readies them for fur-
ther education, and prepares them for the rigors of 
the work place they choose. Here in Marlborough, 
most students begin their education at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School (MES). Some of you may 
have heard there’s a multi-million dollar renova-
tion on the horizon for MES – a significant mod-
ernization that will demand our collective atten-
tion. There will be proposals to review, financing 
and bonding options to consider, opportunities for 
public comment, and a referendum on the project. 

As a member of the BOS, I will work with the 
members of the BOS, BOF, and BOE to ensure we 
develop a plan that Marlborough taxpayers can af-
ford and that enables MES students to learn and 
get the great education they deserve.

Susan McFarland
Candidate for Marlborough

Board of Selectmen

Preserving What Matters
Dear Hebron Neighbors:

We’re Brenda Nicolo, Chad Livernois, and Chris 
Cyr – candidates for Hebron’s Planning and Zon-
ing Commission. Each of us brings a different 
background, but we share the same goal: to pre-
serve Hebron’s small-town charm while planning 
thoughtfully for its future.

Brenda and her husband have lived and raised 
their family in Hebron for over 30 years. We have 
built many homes in Hebron and the surround-
ing areas and understand how important zoning 
regulations are. The zoning regulations should be 
enforced, as they protect the land. Any infringe-
ment on these regulations can damage the land 
beyond repair. The future holds change. Let’s move 
forward while preserving our precious resource, 
and make it make sense.

Chad, a U.S. Navy veteran and nuclear opera-
tor, understands the importance of discipline, in-
tegrity, and getting the job done right. Living in 
Hebron since 2018, he’s dedicated to ensuring that 
our town’s growth remains smart, sustainable, and 
true to our shared values.

Chris, a lifelong Connecticut resident and cur-
rent Planning & Zoning member, has over twenty 
years of experience in construction and serves as 
the president of an electrical contracting company. 
He and his family cherish Hebron’s rural character 
and want to protect it while encouraging respon-
sible, balanced development.

Together, we’re committed to maintaining He-
bron’s character, protecting its natural beauty, and 
guiding thoughtful growth that benefits all resi-
dents. We ask for your support and your vote for 
the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Sincerely,
Brenda Nicolo, Chad Livernois,

and Chris Cyr
Candidates for the Hebron

Planning and Zoning Commission

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

Little Did I Know
To the Editor:

When I moved to town in 1963 as a 10-year-old, 
I had not a thought in my head of what my future 
would hold. Little did I know, I was about to start 
the journey that is still so much part of my life.

Clue #1: In the 1963-64 school year, I entered 
5th grade at Center School. My teacher was Mrs. 
O’Neill. Clue #2: It is 1970, I am working at 
Thatcher’s Drug Store. Clue #3: One night around 
7 p.m. this young guy comes in and asks for a cup 
of coffee. I tell him that it is old and I am not al-
lowed to make a fresh pot since it is almost clos-
ing time. He said something like,” I see Deke hasn’t 
changed.” I didn’t know who Deke was and he went 
on to explain that “Deke” was Mr. Thacher, an old 
family friend. Then he told me that he, his father 
and mother all worked for Thatcher’s during the 
years. Clue #4: I learned his grandfather, Percy, 
served as Prosecutor when EH had a local Town 
Court. His father, Donald, was currency serving 
as the Postmaster. Clue #5: Eighteen months later 
I became Mrs. Dean Markham and Dean joined 
the Democratic Town Committee. It is 1975 and 
I am introduced to William (Bill) O’Neill, state 
representative for the town of East Hampton, and 
husband of my 5th grade teacher. 

In 1978, Ella Grasso chose Bill O’Neill as her 
running mate for lieutenant governor. Dean is 
elected as state representative. I cannot go into all 
that this family has done on behalf of the citizens 
of this town. I will state that from Grandfather Per-
cy, to father Donald (postmaster, Town Council 
chairman) and mother Pauline (town clerk) to my 
husband, who served as your state representative/
deputy speaker from 1978 to 1992, the Markham 
family has been involved with making our town a 
better place. 

You couldn’t find anyone that cares more for this 
community than Dean. He is intelligent, honest, 
true to his word and states the facts as they are. He 
doesn’t play political games. He puts in enormous 
time and energy to make sure he has the facts be-
fore he makes a decision. I urge you to vote for 
Dean Markham, Richard Knotek, Jack Solomon, 
Karen Wanat, Joelyn Leon and the entire the Dem-
ocratic slate of candidates on Nov. 4th.

Debbie Markham – East Hampton

Municipal Elections Matter – Part II
To the Editor:

Last week I wrote about some of the experienced 
Colchester team running for election: First Select-
man Bernie Dennler, Board of Selectmen Denise 
Turner and me (Rosemary Coyle), and Board of 
Finance Sean Gillespie, Jillian Vinci, and Krysta 
Kardas. This week I am adding the rest of the team.

Gussie Gilberti and Nancy Nelson, two retired 
teachers, are running for the Board of Education 
(BOE). One of the highlights of Gussie’s 45-year 
career in special education and education leader-
ship was to initiate, design, and implement Col-
chester’s first full-day kindergarten. Nancy is a re-
tired Math Teacher/Math Specialist of 30+ years in 
grades K-8. She is the chair of CORE (Colchester’s 
Openness to Respecting Equity), a former EMT 
volunteer in Lisbon, and a volunteer at the Col-
chester Senior Center.

Dave Koji is running for treasurer. Dave was 
chair of the ARPA (America Rescue Plan Act) 
committee. As the BOS liaison, I saw firsthand 

Has Done Great Job
To the Editor:

Ted Hintz has done a great job with the East 
Hampton Senior Housing Authority. He did a lot 
of hard work to get things done for us. 

He got a grant for us to help improve things 
around our apartments.

He will work very hard to get things done. He 
knows how to get things done. 

Shelley Grendzinski – East Hampton

Supports McLaughlin 
Dear Hebron Residents:

My name is Brian O’Reilly, and I’m proud to en-
dorse Rob McLaughlin for one of the open seats on 
the Hebron Board of Selectmen.

Rob has been a dedicated member of our com-
munity for more than 20 years. Many of us know 
him as a committed youth coach, an active vol-
unteer, and as the president of Friends of RHAM 
Football, where his leadership and energy have 
directly benefited our student athletes and fami-
lies. Beyond his volunteer work, Rob’s 25+ years 
of experience in the insurance industry have given 
him a deep understanding of fiscal responsibility, 
planning, and service – qualities that translate per-
fectly into good local governance.

What stands out most about Rob is his genuine 
love for Hebron. He’s someone who listens, works 
hard, and believes in collaboration – the same spir-
it that has long defined our town. His approach to 
leadership reflects the best of what Hebron stands 
for: teamwork, respect, and putting community 
first.

I believe Rob will bring thoughtful, balanced 
decision-making and a strong sense of account-
ability to the Board of Selectmen. He’s not running 
for politics — he’s running to serve.

Please join me in supporting Rob McLaughlin 
for Hebron Board of Selectmen this November. He 
has my full support, and I encourage all residents 
to give him yours.

Sincerely,
Brian O’Reilly

Hebron Resident and Small Business Owner

ZBA East Hampton
To the Editor:

In follow-up to my recent letter asking for your 
support this November, I want to reiterate the im-
portance of the Zoning Board of Appeals and pro-
vide additional background.

The Zoning Board of Appeals is an elected board 
of members with knowledge in zoning ordinances 
and land-use regulations. The board’s primary 
purpose is to provide a fair and impartial oppor-
tunity for landowners and developers to challenge 
decisions made by our local zoning officials.

By striking a balance between the interests of 
individual property owners and the community’s 
overall welfare, this board helps to shape the char-
acter and development of neighborhoods.

Zoning Board of Appeals does this by using 
three decision making processes:

1. Interpreting Zoning Regulations
2. Considering Appeals as an impartial body, 

reviewing arguments and facts as presented to the 
board by an applicant and zoning authorities.

3. Granting Variances or denying, based on the 
facts and the regulations.

As a former member of ZBA and past chairmen 
I feel well qualified to assist the board in making 
these decisions and I ask for your support in the 
upcoming election.

Mattie Walton
Candidate for East Hampton ZBA 

GOP Will Get it Done
To the Editor:

Now is the time for the voters of East Hampton 
to demand forward thinking from our town gov-
ernment.

The Democratic-led Town Council has failed to 
provide the leadership this town deserves. We still 
have an unresolved the firehouse project, the high-
est mill rates in our area as well as a lack of effective 
solutions for Board of Education expenses. 

It is time to elect the Republicans who can get 
the job done.

Bonnie Peterson – East Hampton
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Independent Retirement Community & Assisted Living

Why Choose Us
Nursing Services when
extra help is needed

Housekeeping twice monthly,
linen services weekly

Monthly rental & entrance 
fee plans available

Delicious, chef prepared 
dining up to 3 meals a day

Call Today To Schedule a Tour
860.533.2524 | arborsct.com

Come Visit Our Community
403 West Center Street. | Manchester, CT 06040

Fall in LoveFall in Love
withwith ArborsArbors

Arbors offers clinical services on site,
Assisted Living, Respite Care and 

Independent Living
• Assisted living services available and provided in the resident’s apartments
• On site nursing staff available 24/7
• Clinical services to manage complex, chronic medical conditions
• Medication management; including injectables and blood glucose monitoring
• Accessible on site-physical therapy services
• Full continuum of healthcare services all on one campus

CIT10-16-25

Dave’s leadership, business management and proj-
ect management skills. Dave is a Colchester coach 
and has an MBA, one of his three master’s degrees.

Andrew Counoyer and Eric Jackson are run-
ning for the Board of Assessment Appeals (BAA). 
Andrew is the current chair, has a BA in business 
administration and is a senior operations analyst. 
Eric is a US Navy veteran, profession R&D scientist 
and a tutor of biology, chemistry and calculus.

Early voting runs from Oct. 20th to Nov. 2nd 
and Election Day is Nov. 4th. Please exercise your 
right to vote. Local municipal elections impact on 
everything that happens in our communities and 
our homes. The individuals you choose to elect 
make a difference.

Colchester is experiencing progress due to the 
hard work that is being done to keep our Town on 
the right track. Municipal elections matter and we 
ask for your support on November 4th for the en-
tire Democratic team found on Row A. Colchester 
is our home and our community, and we care about 
our citizens and what happens here.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colahcester Board 
of Selectmen, but said she is speaking as an indi-
vidual. 

Supports Leon
To the Editor:

We are writing in support of Joelyn Leon for 
East Hampton Town Council. We have known Joe-
lyn for many years, and what stands out most is her 
honesty, integrity, and commitment to listening.

Joelyn believes that local government should al-
ways be transparent and accountable to the people 
it serves. She will ensure residents have a voice in 
decisions about development, town budgets, and 
the future of East Hampton. She has a proven abil-
ity to bring people together, even when they dis-
agree, and find solutions that put the community 
first.

East Hampton deserves leaders who work for 
the people, not for special interests. We are confi-
dent that Joelyn will always put residents first, and 
that is why we will proudly be casting our vote for 
her on Nov. 4th. Please join us!

Sincerely,
Mark and Beth Vickery – East Hampton

Supports Dougherty
To the Editor:

As a longtime Andover resident, I am proud to 
support Roberta Dougherty for Andover Town 
Clerk in the upcoming Nov. 4 election.

Roberta has been an essential part of our Town 
Hall for the past 13 years, serving as Assistant As-
sessor and, for the past six years, as Social Services 
Municipal Agent. She is also the longest-serving 
full-time employee currently working at Town 
Hall, which has given her a deep and practical 
understanding of how our local government func-
tions. With more than a decade of experience and 
extensive historical knowledge of Andover’s land 
records, residents, and town processes, Roberta 
brings valuable continuity and insight that few 
others can match.

For Roberta, public service is more than a job. It 
is a calling. She is known for her friendly demean-
or, her willingness to go above and beyond to help 
residents, and her respect for every person who 
walks through the doors of Town Hall. Whether 
it is answering questions, helping seniors navigate 
paperwork, or staying late to ensure a task gets 
done, Roberta approaches everything with integ-
rity, compassion, and professionalism.

I first met Roberta shortly after she began in the 
Assessor’s Office when I was researching property 
in town. She was always welcoming and helpful. 
Years later, she offered that same kindness to my 
mother, assisting her with tax matters and taking 
time to explain each step. Many of our seniors 
know her by name because she has earned their 
trust through consistent care and reliability.

Beyond her work inside Town Hall, Roberta 
continues to serve the community in meaningful 
ways. Her weekly “Town Hall Talk” posts on Face-
book have helped residents better understand how 
local government works and why it matters. She 
also takes time to connect with people in everyday 
settings, whether at the grocery store or commu-
nity events, always ready to listen and lend a hand.

Roberta’s experience, organization, and com-
mitment make her exceptionally qualified to serve 
as Andover Town Clerk. She knows our town, un-
derstands its needs, and is ready to take on this im-
portant responsibility.

I encourage my fellow residents to join me in 
supporting Roberta Dougherty for Andover Town 
Clerk this November.

Scott Person – Andover
Note: Person is a member of the Andover Board 

of Selectmen, but said he is writing as an individual. 

RHAM Families Deserve the Best
To the Editor:

I am proud to support Brandie O’Reilly for the 
RHAM Board of Education. I have known Brandie 
as a neighbor and a friend for many years.

Brandie has lived in Hebron since 2007 and is a 
dedicated parent of four RHAM graduates. With a 
bachelor’s degree in business management and ex-
perience as a process coach for the School Gover-
nance Council, she has a proven record of promot-
ing collaboration, accountability, and continuous 
improvement in education.

As both a parent and longtime resident, Brandie 
understands the importance of preparing students 
for the future while ensuring fiscal responsibility 
for our community. She is committed to listening 
to parents, students, and teachers, and to strength-
ening RHAM’s tradition of excellence.

I believe Brandie will be a thoughtful, effective 
leader on the RHAM Board of Education, and I 
encourage you to join me in supporting her this 
November.

Angela Corentin – Amston

Seeking Reelection to BOE
To the Editor:

My name is Gerard (Gerry) Cremé, and I am 
seeking reelection to the Andover Board of Educa-
tion. I’m running because I care deeply about the 
children and families of Andover. I love this town 
and am committed to helping it grow and flourish 
through strong, student-centered public educa-
tion.

Education has been my life’s work. With 18 years 
of experience as a teacher, I understand firsthand 
how important it is to meet each child where they 
are. I believe strongly in differentiated instruction 
and in making sure every student feels valued, sup-
ported, and part of a caring school community.

Over the past 10 years, I’ve had the privilege of 
serving on the BOE. During that time, I’ve worked 
collaboratively with fellow board members, school 
staff, and administrators to ensure our school 
remains one of the most respected elementary 
schools in the region. Our teachers, paraeducators, 
and principal work tirelessly to maintain high aca-
demic standards while supporting the social and 
emotional well-being of every student. I am proud 
to have played a role in that success. The staff is 
second to none.

As a board member, I’ve helped guide efforts to 
improve communication between the school and 

the broader town community. I’ve supported ini-
tiatives to provide professional development for 
staff and have been actively involved in ensuring 
that our facilities are well maintained. I have sup-
ported initiatives that put children first, even when 
it required advocacy. I have been chairperson and 
vice chairperson for the board. Throughout it all, 
I’ve been committed to balancing educational ex-
cellence with fiscal responsibility – Andover’s per-
pupil spending remains lower than nine of the ten 
districts closest in size.

The superintendent, Valerie Bruneau, has been 
a strong partner in our Board of Education efforts, 
and I continue to volunteer my time to this part-
nership because we all share a long-standing dedi-
cation to Andover’s students, families, and schools. 
I am proud of the work we’ve done together and 
excited about what lies ahead for this AES team. I 
hope to get to continue to be a part of it.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve on the 
Board of Education. It’s a responsibility I take seri-
ously and a role I truly enjoy. I hope to continue 
working on behalf of our students. I humbly ask 
for your vote so that my voice can continue to 
make a difference for the children of Andover.

Sincerely, 
Gerard (Gerry) Cremé

Member, Andover Board of Education

Standing Up for Taxpayers 
To the Editor:

At our most recent Town Council meeting, 
I made the motion to reject the East Hampton 
Board of Education Administrators’ contract. I 
did so because I’m listening to our taxpayers and 
because I believe that if we’re serious about con-
trolling spending, cuts need to start from the top 
down, not the bottom up. Our school administra-
tors, including principals, assistant principals, the 
director of support services, and the director of 
curriculum, are well compensated. They receive 
competitive salaries and rich benefit packages. I 
don’t begrudge anyone a fair wage for good work, 
but what’s missing is any connection between pay 
and performance. Under this contract, adminis-
trators receive “step” raises for simply completing 
another year of employment on top of their annual 
cost-of-living increases. For the first five years, that 
means two raises per year. How many private-sec-
tor employees can say they get that kind of deal? 

The process itself is also broken. The Board of 
Education negotiates the contract but hires an at-
torney who works with these same administrators 
on a regular basis to represent the town’s interests. 
That’s a clear conflict of interest and hardly an im-
partial negotiation. Then the board rubber-stamps 
the agreement and forwards it to the Town Coun-
cil, which has only three options: accept, reject, or 
ignore it – and ignoring it means automatic ap-
proval. If the council rejects it, it goes to binding 
arbitration, where the same attorney represents 
the town again. The arbitrator usually sides with 
the board, since they already deemed the contract 
“reasonable.” In other words, no one is truly look-
ing out for the taxpayers. 

I made my motion to reject not because I op-

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
pose fair pay, but because I oppose a flawed pro-
cess and a lack of accountability. There’s also a 
troubling disparity between what top administra-
tors and our paraeducators, interventionists, and 
cafeteria workers pay for health insurance. Those 
earning over $150,000 pay 21.5% for family cov-
erage – while employees making $26,000–$40,000 
pay over $24,000 per year for the same benefit. 

Ted Hintz Jr.
Member, East Hampton Town Council
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860-652-8889
363 New London Turnpike

Glastonbury, CT 06033
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We Deliver!

When routine FALLS
back into place!

ORDER PIZZA!!!ORDER PIZZA!!!

Any order over $25.00
with this coupon • expires 11-30-2025

$5.00 OFF

Full Menu
Available

Introducing New Menu Items...
• Cinnamon Knots • Brown Super Knots
• Meatball Parmesan Knots • Buffalo Chicken Rolls
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Vote Democratic for P&Z, ZBA
To the Editor:

The Andover Economic and Development 
Commission works closely with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. Patrick Dougherty is a current member of 
both P&Z and the EDC and he keeps us informed 
of businesses coming to town. Patrick has been 
doing a great job and Andover needs to elect him 
once again. 

Support Jay Kamins for an alternate position on 
P&Z to step in when someone is missing. The Zon-
ing Board of Appeals hears the appeals of people 
who have been turned down by the P&Z. Support 
Michael Greenhouse and Julia Haverl who has 
been on several boards over the years serving An-
dover in any way she can. For an alternate on ZBA, 
support Jeff Ballard who is running the Commu-
nity Garden and very knowledgeable about things 
going on in Andover.

Elaine Buchardt – Andover
Note: Buchardt is chair of the Andover Economic 

Development Commission, but is speaking as an in-
dividual. 

An Endorsement for Caterisano 
To the Editor: 

I am writing to enthusiastically endorse David 
Caterisano for a seat on the East Hampton Board 
of Finance. Having known David personally for 
the past seven years, I can confidently attest to 
his strong character, his commitment to our com-
munity, and his exceptional qualifications for this 
important role.

A Proven Leader and Dedicated Citizen: Da-
vid is, first and foremost, a dedicated and good 
family man who embodies the values we look for 
in a local leader. He is an overall hardworking citi-
zen who doesn’t just talk about service – he lives 
it. As a decorated military veteran, he has dem-
onstrated a deep sense of duty, integrity, and the 
ability to make tough, high-stakes decisions under 
pressure, qualities that are essential for responsible 
fiscal oversight.

Financial Expertise for All East Hampton 
Residents: Beyond his personal dedication, David 
brings a wealth of relevant professional experi-
ence to the table. For years, he has helped people 
from all walks of life achieve their financial goals. 
His experience extends beyond simply manag-
ing money; it involves understanding the diverse 

Your Choice – Your Vote
To the Editor:

In the upcoming election, you have a choice. 
You can vote for candidates in the party that sup-
ports: public schools; voting rights including mail-
in and early voting; the rule of law applied equally 
to everyone; a woman’s right to choose and make 
decisions about her own body; science and truth; 
access to affordable healthcare; the Constitution 
and all of the protections afforded free speech and 
freedom of expression; workers’ right to organize; 
having the super wealthy pay their fair share; and 
a society in which every person who works hard 
can realize their version of the American dream. If 
these principles align with your values, vote Dem-
ocrat in the local election.

The other choice is a party that supports: vouch-
ers for private schools; voter restrictions and ger-
rymandering to limit voting access; twisting the 
rule of law to suit their needs and oppress others; 
limiting a woman’s access to health care including 
contraception and abortion; conspiracy theories 
and outright lies; limiting access to health care for 
millions of hardworking Americans; limiting op-
position and opinions that differ from theirs; re-
stricting workers’ right to organize; tax cuts for the 
rich; and a society that limits opportunity for some 
and is rigged to benefit the privileged, the wealthy 
and the corporate oligarchs. If these principles 
align with your values, the Republican Party aligns 
with this thinking.

It is often said, “All politics is local.” Viewed 
with a different twist, national politics is local too. 
Why would you support a party that doesn’t align 
with your values, core beliefs, and ethics? Politi-
cal parties should be built from the bottom up and 
reflect the views of their members. Independent 
thinkers should align themselves with those that 
most closely reflect their views. Voters in each of 
the towns covered by the Rivereast have a choice 
on Election Day. Your vote is your voice. Choose 
wisely. Election outcomes matter. Following this 
thinking, I’ll be voting for the Democrats in He-
bron on Election Day!

Ray Purtell – Hebron
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Elect Dems to Finance Board
To the Editor:

Dan Finn and Dave Caterisano are the exact 
tonic that East Hampton needs on the Board of 
Finance to weather the present and prepare for a 
promising future.

The Board of Finance holds a powerful position 
in the town government. The Board of Education 
and the Town Council work in good faith to es-
tablish a proposed budget, but the finance board 
has the final say. Too often, decisions on final pro-
posals have been negotiated in private, without the 
courtesy of an open discussion and certainly not 
with consultation of the minority. 

While the Democrats swept to a majority on the 
Town Council in 2023, the Board of Finance re-
mained in Republican control, largely as the result 
of the election cycle. Even though each Democrat 
on the ballot got elected to the board, a change in 
the balance was impossible.

Two years later, it’s a much different story. The 
three seats up for election are all currently held by 
Republicans. All it will take is one Democrat to 
swing the majority, and with two excellent candi-
dates, the opportunity is there.

Dan and Dave are committed to transparency 
and balancing the needs of the town’s future with 
present affordability. Working with the Democrats 
already on the board, they will help establish fiscal 
responsibility with a willingness to openly discuss 
issues before they become contentious. 

It’s time for the majority to change hands. Vote 
for Dan and Dave on Nov. 4.

Sincerely,
Audrey Stein – East Hampton 

Budgets in East Hampton
To the Editor:

Every year we have referendum(s) on our bud-
gets and each of us votes on approving a town and 
a school budget. It has been said that the ways to 
reduce the budget(s) are to decide what we don’t 
want the town to do. You should make your views 
known on what you don’t want the town to do and 
also what it is imperative for the town to do. It is 
important that we keep East Hampton affordable. 
Controlling the town and education costs is abso-
lutely necessary.

Jack Solomon – East Hampton
Candidate for Town Council

Property Taxes
To the Editor:

One reason why I moved to Colchester in 
2022, to start my family, was because the local 
taxes seemed reasonable compared to neighboring 
towns. Since the 2023 municipal election, I’ve been 
blindsided by a crippling increase in local property 
taxes year over year.

From 2004 to 2022, the historical property tax 
on my home rose by 15% or on average 1-2% each 
year. From 2022 to 2024, it rose by nearly 7%. It 
potentially will increase another 2-3% this year 
for an increase of nearly 10% in a three-year span. 
This is also not including the vehicle property tax 
which is another topic of concern as the town re-
cently decided to use state formula which places a 
heavier burden on taxpayers for valuation.

One argument I’ve heard for the recent in-
creases is that the depletion of ARPA funding left 
a hole in budgets which the town needs to now fill 
via local taxpayer funding. ARPA was meant to be 
a one-time emergency funding for municipalities 
during COVID. It was never intended for ongo-
ing funding. Why is ARPA being used as a crutch 
to raise the budget floor? What other temporary/
emergency programs need continual funding by 
residents that should have been ended? Time and 
time again I see emotional appeals to advocate for 
more funding on behalf of the town, but never do 
I see credence given to the taxpayers financial bur-
den. The answer isn’t always more money. Much 
like greater Connecticut, we have a spending prob-
lem, not a revenue problem.

Given our abnormally high tax burden in this 
state our goal should be to decrease the town and 
BOE budgets year over year to be in line with the 
national median level of funding. Let’s not forget 
the BOE budget cannot be legally decreased year 
over year. Frankly, even a zero-dollar budget in-
crease for the next budget referendum will not be 
enough relief.

Local and statewide elections matter, and have 
far greater impact on your wallet than national 
elections. I implore everyone to make an effort to 
get out and vote come the municipal Election Day 
in November.

Dominick Spina – Colchester

Quality Education
To the Editor:

I endorse the Democratic candidates for Board 
of Education: Gussie Gilberti and Nancy Nelson. 
Between them they have more than 75 years of ed-
ucation experience, including leadership roles in 
the community. They understand the ins and outs 
of education at all levels and will use that knowl-
edge while working to maintain the quality of edu-
cation that Colchester is known for. 

Quality education is the backbone of a func-
tioning society ... locally, statewide, and nation-
ally. They will support education by ensuring our 
Board of Education puts every tax dollar to work 
for our students. Please vote for Gussie Gilberti 
and Nancy Nelson for Colchester Board of Educa-
tion on Nov. 4.

John Barnowski – Colchester

Who Else to Thank?
To the Editor:

I enjoyed this week’s article by Toriana Williams 
about the firefighters’ annual Chicken Barbecue. In 
our 42 years living in Marlborough, I think we’ve 
missed only one or two years. Toriana’s article was 
great but I would like to know more about the 
various businesses or groups who donated or dis-
counted food or other items critical to supporting 
the event. Ted’s was mentioned – and I make it a 
point to shop with them as much as possible. Who 
else should be recognized and publicly thanked?

Sincerely,
Stan Malcolm – Marlborough

Supports McSweeney
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my support for Cathy 
McSweeney, who is running for Alternate on the 
Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals.

Cathy has lived in Hebron since 1996 and has a 
long record of community involvement. A UConn 
graduate and retired computer programmer with 
experience in insurance and wealth management 
software, Cathy brings strong analytical and prob-
lem-solving skills that will serve the town well in 
this important role.

She currently volunteers as treasurer for a lo-
cal nonprofit organization and as Secretary for the 
Hebron Democratic Town Committee, demon-
strating her dedication, organization, and integ-
rity. Cathy’s daughter attended Hebron’s schools 
and graduated from RHAM High School in 2009, 
giving her a deep personal connection to our com-
munity.

Cathy understands the importance of balancing 
thoughtful growth with preserving the character 
of our town. I am confident she will bring fair-
ness, diligence, and sound judgment to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.

Please join me in supporting Cathy McSweeney 
on Nov. 4th.

Sincerely,
Mary J. Rose – Hebron

R
E9

-2
6-

25

29 Skinner St., East Hampton, CT 06424
CTDocks.com • ctdocks@gmail.com

860-365-5930  OPEN MON-FRI 10-5:30; SAT 10-2
Snap Dock and Shore Side Dock’s EXCLUSIVE Connecticut Dealer!

DOCK & BOATING ESSENTIALS
• Fall Dock Removal • Oil Changes • Fuel Delivery • Dockside Detailing
• Prop & Lower Unit Replacement • Vinyl Protection & Restoration
• Dock Maintenance, Extensions & Accessories

DOCKS
IN STOCK & READY FOR

INSTALLATION

860-365-5930

NEW
LOCATION!

Call
for a

Quote!

CALL NOW 
FOR:

WINTER BOAT 
STORAGE & 

WINTERIZATION
Shrink Wrapping 
& Boat Hauling

WE HAVE THE LOWEST RATES!
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Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single – Served Every Friday and Saturday

DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night! Happy Hour Bar Only

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM —

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

860-633-4554

Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

GLASTONBURY, CT
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

CT LIC. #0556808 – FULLY INSURED

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways

— Driveway Replacement Specialist —
• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

FREE ESTIMATES
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NNew EEngland
INC.

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 52 Years ofQuality Service!
– SINCE 1973 –

financial needs and challenges faced by all differ-
ent classes of people in our town. This broad per-
spective is crucial for a Board of Finance member 
who must balance the needs of various commu-
nity groups while ensuring the long-term financial 
health of East Hampton.

A Balanced and Principled Approach: The 
Board of Finance requires members who are ana-
lytical, ethical, and focused on sustainable gov-
ernance. David Caterisano possesses all of these 
traits. He understands the responsibility of manag-
ing public funds and is committed to an approach 
that is both fiscally sound and fair to all taxpayers.

I urge my fellow East Hampton residents to cast 
their vote for David Caterisano. He is the prin-
cipled, experienced, and dedicated candidate our 
Board of Finance needs right now.

Sincerely,
Michael DuBois – East Hampton

Portland Fair Thanks
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Portland Fair and myself, I 
would like to extend heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who helped make this year’s Crafts & Community 
Tent such a success.

A special thank you goes to our Trashion Show 
sponsors — Savvy Swap, Reboot Eco, Revive Arts 
& Crafts, and United Sewing and Design — for 
their generosity and creativity in supporting this 
fun and meaningful event celebrating sustainabil-
ity and art. We are also deeply grateful to artist 
Kat Owens, creator of Entangled and Ingested, for 
sharing her powerful work and perspective, and to 
Liz Saylor for leading our mending workshop and 
inspiring so many to repair and renew rather than 
discard.

Finally, a huge thank you to all the volunteers, 
both long-time helpers and new faces, who dedi-
cated their time and energy to keeping the tent 
running smoothly all weekend long. Your efforts 
and enthusiasm truly bring our community spirit 
to life.

We’re so proud of what we accomplished togeth-
er and already looking forward to next year’s fair!

With gratitude,
Melissa Kelley

Crafts & Community Tent Superintendent
Portland Fair

Marlborough Municipal Elections
To the Editor:

Across the country, record numbers of Gen X, 
Millennial, and Gen Z leaders are stepping up – 
bringing fresh ideas, broad experience, and a 
shared commitment to strengthen their commu-
nities.

The Marlborough Democratic slate reflects that 
movement. They are neighbors, parents, and pro-
fessionals who’ve stepped forward to represent our 
whole community – adding value, quality, and care 
to every decision.

Early voting gives you 14 extra days (Oct. 20-
Nov. 2) to make your voice heard. Election Day is 
Nov. 4 – show up for Marlborough and vote line A 
for fresh voices, broad experience and real com-
mitment.

You can meet the Democratic Board of Select-
men candidates, Susan and Anthony, for Coffee 
with the Candidates at the Marlborough Bakery at 
9 a.m. 10/24, 10/26, 11/1, and 11/2.

Sincerely,
Karen Wilkinson – Marlborough

Support EH BOE Democrats
To the Editor:

I am delighted to support Nancy Kohler, 
Corinne Clark-Barney, and Sarah Strange for the 
East Hampton Board of Education. I encourage 
you to do the same!

East Hampton students and families deserve 
smart, qualified, and open-minded representing 
their best interests. All three Democrats who are 
on the ballot have demonstrated - through past 
service, leadership successes, and community 
dedication – that they possess the qualities that we 
need in our board members.

Education is in a precarious position in East 
Hampton, just as it is in cities and towns through-
out Connecticut. Safety nets that have provided 
needed services have been slashed and important 
grants have been withheld. With so much disrup-
tion, we need the best local leaders possible to in-
crease the success of our schools while maintain-
ing affordability.

Nancy has been an excellent board chair. 
Corinne and Sarah will be excellent additions to a 
well-functioning board, working with the incum-
bents in place.

Let’s continue to make our schools the best they 
can be. Vote Row A on Nov. 4.

Sincerely,
Kevin M. Reich, Chair

East Hampton Democratic Town Committee Hebron Stronger
To the Editor:

For more than 20 years, our town boards have 
been largely led by one party. While many have 
served with dedication, it’s time to bring in new 
ideas, new energy, and a more balanced represen-
tation of our community.

This year’s municipal election gives us that op-
portunity. Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4, and 
early voting begins on Oct. 20. In the 2023 munici-
pal election, only 45% of registered Democrats in 
Hebron turned out to vote. Imagine the difference 
we can make if every Democrat votes — and if in-
dependents and open-minded Republicans join us 
in supporting change.

Together, we have the power to flip our boards 
and move Hebron forward with greater transpar-
ency, fiscal responsibility, and a renewed sense of 
collaboration. This isn’t about partisanship — it’s 
about progress and ensuring our boards reflect the 
full voice of our town.

Change starts right here, with each of us cast-
ing our vote. Let’s work together to make Hebron 
stronger, fairer, and more united. Our candidates 
are ready to serve — all we need to do is show up 
and vote in the municipals.

Let’s make our voices heard. Let’s make Hebron 
stronger. Vote for Hebron. Vote Row A

Tiffany Thiele - Board of Selectmen; Jan Law-
rence - Board of Selectmen; Francesca Villani - 
Town Clerk; Adam Ockman - Board of Finance; 
Ryan Herrick - Board of Finance; 

Heather Petit - Board of Education; Nicole Mat-
thews - Board of Education; Jessica Hall - RHAM 
Board of Education; Rudy Dellafiore - RHAM 
Board of Education; 

David Sousa - Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion; Davis Howell - Planning and Zoning Alter-
nate; Cathy McSweeney - Zoning Board of Ap-
peals; Adam Thiele - Zoning Board of Appeals 
Alternate;

Maura Baker - Board of Assessment Appeals.
Cris Lawrence, Chair

Hebron Democratic Town Committee

Dems Brought Back Civility
To the Editor:

The East Hampton Town Council is in a much 
better place than it was two years ago. Under Chair 
Dean Markham’s lead, there is a tone of civility, 
professionalism, and transparency that had gone 
extinct before the Democrats won the majority in 
2023.

Perhaps we forget too quickly the tense and hos-
tile meetings that took place when the Republicans 
held the council. Remember the raucous hearings 
over the budget, the condescension from almost 
the entire majority?

East Hampton Republicans would love for you 
to forget. Don’t fall for the relentless social media 
attacks against Democrats. If the GOP regains 
power, so does the rancor and disfunction.

I know there are some who will say I’m full of it 
and try to twist my words to fit their narrative. But 
watch the recordings from past meetings of the 
Town Council and Board of Finance. Listen to the 
angry parents and other residents who felt ignored 
or humiliated. Remember the decisions that were 
made in private and who benefited from them.

When Markham became chair, the first thing 

Stand Up for Our Town
To the Editor:

I always look for candidates who will do the 
work for the people of our town, regardless of la-
bel. I have found them. Our town needs those who 
will stand up for us and our neighborhoods, work 
in the interest of the people of our town, and pre-
serve our small-town quality of life, in the upcom-
ing town election.

 I have been active in working for responsible 
development for many years. I have seen those 
who stood up for our town, preserving its charac-
ter and neighborhoods; and I have seen those who 
don’t care about preserving our neighborhoods, 
and small-town quality of life.

 I have known Joelyn Leon for over 10 years and 
have seen her in strong support for working people 
like you and me. I have seen Karen Wanat stand-
ing up strong for our town in spite of attacks and 
threats from developers. Joelyn Leon, Karen Wa-
nat and the entire Democratic Town Council slate 
will stand up strong for the people of our town, 
work to preserve our town, neighborhoods, and 
our quality of life.

 There are some candidates who claim to oppose 
overdevelopment, but their voting records and af-
filiations, and actions tell a different story. Please 
check if their actions are true to that wording or 
are they using that wording to deceive you into 
voting for them. Actions speak louder than words. 
We need leaders who not only speak about pro-
tecting East Hampton’s neighborhoods – but who 
act on it. It’s about whether East Hampton is run 
for the developers or for the hard-working people 
of our town.

 Join me on Nov. 4th in voting in the interest 
of yourself and the people of our town for: Joelyn 
Leon, Karen Wanat and the entire Democratic 
slate on Row A.

 Thank you,
Beth Angel – East Hampton

he promised was a return to civility. He kept his 
promise, with his fellow Democrats as well as the 
minority Republicans conducting meetings inside 
and outside of Town Hall with respect toward each 
other. The council began to address problems that 
the previous majority had punted on, especially in-
frastructure, transparency, and public safety.

We are facing important decisions about the 
future of the town. Against the backdrop of a fed-
eral government that has ignored small towns and 
a state that continues to underfund education, we 
need bright, kind, and civil local leaders to carry 
East Hampton forward.

Dean Markham, Karen Wanat, Jack Solomon, 
and Rich Knotek have already proven up to the 
task. Joelyn Leon will work hard on behalf of the 
town and constituents.

Above all, they will conduct themselves with 
the same dignity that East Hampton lacked for too 
long. Vote Row A on Nov. 4 and let’s continue the 
civility that has been established.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton 

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education, but said he is writing as an 
individual.

Hebron's in Good Hands
Hi Hebron:

This is a bit out of my comfort zone, but I want-
ed to let you know I’m running for Planning and 
Zoning this November. I was appointed to the 
commission about 18 months ago, and this will be 
my first election cycle.

I’m grateful to the HRTC for their support and 
encouragement of my involvement in the Planning 
and Zoning Committee, despite the fact that my 
political views don’t fit neatly into what is tradi-
tionally considered Republican in this day and age. 
Truth be told, I am more of a Libertarian.

Fortunately, P&Z is about community and vi-
sion for the town, rather than the “R” or “D” next 
to the names of the committee members. We have 
a phenomenal chair, vice chair and secretary. All of 
whom I would endorse 100% if asked, despite the 
difference in party affiliation. I’ve learned so much 
from the chairman’s professionalism and passion 
for the environment, which I share. From the vice 
chair’s eloquence and well researched views, and 
of the secretary’s careful, thoughtful and practical 
guidance.

Hebron is in good hands, and that’s something 
that should continue. As with any rural town, we 
can see the concrete slowly creeping in. I’d like to 
manage that carefully and responsibly so that the 
qualities we all love about Hebron – the small-
town charm and natural beauty – will remain for 
future generations to enjoy.

I’ve enjoyed my time on the commission and 
would like to continue. As someone who has spent 
more than half my life in the construction indus-
try, I look forward to having the opportunity to 
continue using my knowledge and experience to 
serve the Hebron community. I welcome ques-
tions, comments, or conversation via email or over 
a coffee. Please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Chris Cyr – Hebron
Ccyr@hebronct.gov
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396
HALE LAW FIRM

ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.
• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 9/30/25

RE10-3-25

Expires 10/31/25

Support Hebron Team on Row A!
To the Editor:

I’ve enjoyed speaking to folks as I knock on 
doors and heartened by the support for my reelec-
tion campaign. But it takes a team to be successful, 
and so I’d ask that Hebron residents consider sup-
porting the great team I’m fortunate to have run-
ning with me.

I hope you’ll consider Jan Lawrence’s extensive 
experience in business and information technol-
ogy as an important voice to have on the Board 
of Selectmen alongside myself. Jan has lived in 
Hebron for 26 years and has had a child graduate 
from our great schools. He is the state’s P4 union 
president and has been endorsed by CSEA and 
SEIU 1199 labor unions, indicating his support for 
our middle class. I’m excited that Jan has stepped 
forward to serve, and I welcome the opportunity to 
collaborate with him on the board.

I hope you’ll also consider two excellent candi-
dates for the Planning and Zoning Commission 
– David Sousa and Davis Howell. David has been 
an outstanding vice-chairman and is committed to 
preserving our character while acknowledging the 
pressing need for more housing choices and busi-
nesses in our downtown center. Davis regularly at-
tends meetings as an alternate, and as a long-time 
resident of Hebron, has experienced its growth 
firsthand. These two have important perspectives 
that we need on this critical board.

Last, but never least, many of you know my 
husband, Adam, from his service on the Parks and 
Rec Commission, Open Space and Land Acquisi-
tion (OSLAC), and of course his play on the tennis 
and pickleball courts. He truly is my better half, 
and I’m so lucky to have him as my life partner. 
He’s running for Zoning Board of Appeals along-
side my friend Cathy McSweeney, and so, I hope 
you’ll vote for both! (Admittedly, I may be biased 
on this vote!)

As it is at home and in the workplace, it takes 
a team to get great things done. While I hope you 
will consider reelecting me, I would encourage 
you to get to know who I’m running with. Visit 
hebrondems.com to learn more and please vote on 
Nov. 4.

Sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele – Hebron

Note: Thiele is a member of the Hebron Board of 
Selectmen but said she is writing as an individual.

Reelect Nancy Kohler
To the Editor:

I’ve seen a lot of letters hoping for candidates and 
elected officials to work across party lines for the 
betterment of one’s community. There’s only one 
board in East Hampton that does this: the Board of 
Education. The leader of that board is Nancy Kohler. 
I wholeheartedly recommend Nancy Kohler for re-
election to the East Hampton Board of Education. 
I have had the pleasure of serving alongside her on 
the board for several years and have seen firsthand 
the exceptional leadership, dedication, and integrity 
she brings to the role.

As our current chair, Nancy has guided our 
board with fairness, transparency, and a deep 
commitment to doing what’s best for students and 
families. What stands out most to me is her abil-
ity to work collaboratively across party lines. I am 
a Republican, and she is a Democrat — yet I can 
honestly say that politics never get in the way of 
her judgment or her heart. She listens, considers 
every perspective, and always leads with the goal 
of strengthening our schools and supporting our 
community.

Nancy has earned the respect of everyone 
around the table because she treats every member’s 
input with value and every decision with care. Her 
calm, thoughtful approach and genuine concern 
for our students make her not just an outstanding 
board chair, but an outstanding person.

I am proud to serve with Nancy and even proud-
er to support her continued service on the Board 
of Education. Our district is fortunate to have a 
leader who can bridge differences, find common 
ground, and keep the focus where it belongs — on 
the children.

Augie Arndt – East Hampton
Note: Arndt is a member of the East Hampton 

Board of Education, but is speaking as an individual.

The Sacrifice Behind Our Right
To the Editor:

As the child of a proud Army father and a devot-
ed German mother, I was raised with a deep appre-
ciation for the privileges we often take for granted 
in this country. Among these privileges, the right 
to vote stands at the forefront. I was taught from 
an early age that voting is not just a right – it is 
a responsibility, one that was earned through the 
blood, sweat and sacrifices of countless individuals 
who fought to protect our freedoms.

My father served as a staff sergeant in the U.S. 
Army, defending the very principles that make 
this nation great. My mother, having lived through 
the aftermath of war in Germany, often reminded 
me of how precious freedom is – and how many 
people, both abroad and at home, have lost their 
lives defending it. They instilled in me a reverence 
for our God-given American rights, including the 
most powerful one: the right to vote.

Today, however, I am disheartened to see so 

Marlborough’s GOP Candidates
To the Editor:

On Nov. 4th, Marlborough’s voters will be go-
ing to the polls to select the candidates who will 
represent them on our various town boards and 
commissions.

I am pleased to be on the ballot as candidate for 
Board of Finance, a position I held previously from 
2011 to 2023. I am also pleased to see Rob Frau-
lino as candidate for the Board of Selectmen. As a 
member of the Board of Finance, I look forward to 
the opportunity to both serve on the Board and to 
work with a newly configured Board of Selectmen. 
Rob will bring a fresh perspective to the Board of 
Selectmen and we look to Rob to help the Board of 
Selectmen get a handle on various issues that have 
troubled the town for several years, including the 
many years of delinquent audits.

There is a lot of work to be done and we need 
people on our boards and commissions who have 
the energy and knowledge necessary to tackle the 
challenges that face our community.

On Nov. 4th, you will be asked to carefully select 
the people who will best serve our community. The 
choice is yours. The choices you make will deter-
mine Marlborough’s future.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Candidate for Board of Finance

Dementia Talks No. 34
To the Editor:

This Sunday, the #HebronRocksAlz team will 
participate in the #Walk2EndAlz at Rentschler 
Field.

Last Saturday I was reminded why we do this. 
At least for me. It is because in pain we grow com-
munity. Community grows awareness. Awareness 
grows change. Change grows momentum. 

I’m not here to say there will be a cure for Al-
zheimer’s any time soon. I’m not a scientist and I 
don’t play one on TV. 

I can, with confidence, say there is momentum. 
Momentum that over time there will be more re-
lief. Relief for those seeking early detection & diag-
nosis. Relief through additional treatment options. 
Relief through more robust training of all clini-
cians. Relief through prevention programs. Relief 
through new ways caregivers can find support. 
And most of all, more overall support and care op-
tions for our loved ones. 

Last Saturday I completed my four-hour, 
50-minute bike ride from Thompson to Portland 
to raise awareness; this Sunday we will complete 
our walk. These dates will come and go – but the 
fight isn’t over. 

I am grateful to those that read these messages 
and grateful to the #HebronRocksAlz team and 
the community cultivated through a silent disease. 
Thank you Cole, Erin, Jeanette, Donna, Deb, Katie, 
Riley & Freya for cheering me on!

Know you aren’t alone. 
With peace and much love, 

Tonya Maurer – Amston
Alz Hot Line 1-800-272-3900 

Vote Row A
To the Editor:

I’ve been involved in East Hampton politics for 
over 20 years. Many issues have come and gone 
like water under a bridge, but one remains con-
stant – opposition to large-scale development. It 
resurfaces with every application that threatens 
our neighborhoods, our environment, and our 
small-town quality of life.

Another constant has been Republican align-
ment with and support for developers. Don’t be 
fooled by laughable campaign promises that they 
are against “overdevelopment.”

As we head to the polls on Nov. 4th, voters con-
cerned about how our town grows should join me 
in electing Democratic candidates – especially 
Karen Wanat and Joelyn Leon for Town Council, 
and Daniel Finn for the Board of Finance.

Karen Wanat is a proven, steady leader and 
thoughtful listener who always puts our commu-
nity first, even in the face of personal attacks. Her 
work on the Town Council and the Plan of Con-
servation and Development Steering Committee 
shows her commitment to preserving what makes 
East Hampton special.

I’ve known Joelyn Leon since high school, and 

Response to Barstow Letter
To the Editor and Rob Barstow:

I am writing for two reasons. First as a voter and 
secondly, as the wife of Robert Fraulino, the other 
candidate for the Marlborough Board of Select-
men. After reading your editorial it occurred to 
me that you use the word “transparency” multiple 
times. What you did not mention was how your 
two candidates are the only candidates worthy of 
providing transparency. Robert has been open 
as to his qualifications on Facebook and in the 
Rivereast Bulletin. He provided a Facebook page 
(search -Robert J. Fraulino for Selectman - 2025 
& email: rfraulino.for.selectmen.06447@gmail.
com). Transparency is a word and without the how 
is pointless. To disregard a highly qualified indi-
vidual based on their political party does not make 
sense me.

It is obvious to me the power of words and how 
people produce a narrative. My suggestion to you, 
as well as all the voters in Marlborough, is to go to 
the town website and review the Board of Select-
men minutes for the past few years. Yes, it’s a lot 
of work, but isn’t voting in the right people for the 
Board of Selectmen worth it?

I can appreciate your opinion, and I mean no 
disrespect to your said candidates; however, I am 
interested in what makes you allude there are 
problems with transparency within the Board of 
Selectmen on the Republican side. Your statement 
regarding Trump is an evident appeal to sway vot-
ers to the Democratic Party. Rather than accepting 
that all the candidates have their own qualifica-
tions that could suit them for the position, you are 
playing on your own opinion. 

Personally, I think the Board of Selectmen cam-
paign needs to be focused more on facts and less 
on political party, more on experience, including 
leadership skills. What do they bring to the table? 
How will they make transparency happen? What 
candidates will embrace the fact that elected offi-
cials are stewards to all the people of Marlborough?

Carey Fraulino – Marlborough
Note: Fraulino is running for the RHAM Board of 

Education but said she is speaking as an individual.

Peacemaker, Not Agitator
To the Editor:

I am honored to serve the voters of Colchester 
in our efforts to keep a lid on unwarranted spend-
ing throughout the many various departments that 
work every day for the benefit of Colchester’s citi-
zens.

I would like to think of myself as a peacemaker 
rather than a consistent agitator.

I think the Board of Education should work 
a little harder to provide our youth with a better 
education for less money.

I recommend that every citizen of Colchester 
come out on Nov. 4, 2025, and let their voices be 
heard for the good of our town.

Cliff O’Donal – Colchester
Candidate for Board of Selectmen

Walking Out on Colchester 
To the Editor:

Last year, before the budget process even began, 
both Republican members of the Colchester Board 
of Finance, Tim Vallaincourt and John Thomas, 
walked out of a meeting over petty reasons. They 
objected because an experienced nurse and some-
one involved in local politics did not have what 
they considered enough experience. In reality, she 
had more experience with local issues than they 
did when they first joined the board. After walk-
ing out, they stopped showing up to meetings al-
together, halting progress and abandoning their 
responsibilities to the town.

Now those same two want to move up to first 
selectman and the Board of Selectmen. If you care 
about Colchester, you show up and do the work. I 
will not vote for people who do not do their jobs.

John Farrell – Colchester
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I’ve seen firsthand her intellect and unwavering 
dedication to just causes. She will bring a fresh 
perspective and a deep love for our community to 
Town Council. Her energy, compassion, and col-
laborative spirit are exactly what we need in town 
leadership.

I’m also proud to support Daniel Finn for the 
Board of Finance. Dan is a skilled financial profes-
sional and small business owner who understands 
the importance of smart, transparent budgeting.

These are not just candidates – they’re neigh-
bors who care deeply about East Hampton. A 
Democratic majority on Town Council is essential 
to completing a POCD that protects the town we 
love and supporting town staff to implement the 
structural changes needed to control destructive 
overdevelopment.

Please join me in voting Row A this November.
Mary Ann Dostaler – East Hampton

Colchester, Did You Know?
To the Editor:

My fellow Colchester voters, that ballot can be 
confusing! I’ve done my homework on this one. 
I went to our town website, colchesterct.gov, and 
under the town clerk’s office I found the “Sample 
Ballot - Municipal Election 2025”. There are sev-
eral seats open on November 4th. It is critically 
important to read the line under each office at the 
top to understand. Under the Board of Education 
(BOE) it reads “vote up to four.” If I don’t choose 
four candidates, I feel like I’m cheating myself!!

I’m Donna Marie Antonacci, and I am the in-
cumbent chair for Colchester BOE. My colleague 
and friend, Marguerite (Margo) Gignac is the in-
cumbent secretary for BOE. We are running to-
gether on Row C. Each week we have come into 
your homes in this paper highlighting why we 
want to continue the great work we have started. 
Better education, better communication and al-
ways better budgeting are a few of our commit-
ments for progress in Colchester. We will continue 
in the spirit of collaboration and do everything 
with honesty and integrity. Consider Row C for 
BOE on Nov. 4th. That’s two votes for BOE, the 
other two you choose are in your heart. Look for 
experience and make them count!

Donna Antonacci – Colchester
Member and Candidate, Board of Education

See Letters, page 10
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many eligible citizens choose to ignore this re-
sponsibility. Many of us have become complacent, 
taking for granted what others fought and died to 
protect. Whether it’s because of apathy, frustra-
tion, or a feeling that one vote doesn’t matter, we 
are witnessing voter turnouts that fail to reflect 
the sacrifices made by our military, our civil rights 
activists, and countless others throughout history.

To those who have not yet voted: Please take a 
moment to reflect on the generations who fought 
to secure this right for you. It is not just a privilege; 
it is a sacred duty, one that was earned with sacri-
fice, perseverance, and blood. It is the very founda-
tion upon which our nation stands.

As we approach the upcoming elections, I urge 
everyone eligible to get up, get out, and vote. Your 
voice matters. Your vote matters. And it is a reflec-
tion of the sacrifices made so that we can live in a 
country where our opinions, our beliefs, and our 
rights are not only heard but respected.

Do not let the sacrifices of those who came be-
fore us be in vain. Exercise your right, honor those 
who fought for it, and participate in shaping the 
future of our great nation.

I hope to see you at the polls and I would be 
honored to receive your vote.

Sincerely,
Cari Duigou – Colchester

Republican Candidate for Board of Education

Make a Plan to Vote
To the Editor:

I’m encouraging all Hebron residents to make a 
plan to vote in the upcoming municipal elections!

Early voting begins this Monday, Oct. 20, at the 
Town Office, and it’s a great way to skip the lines 
on Election Day. If you’re not registered yet, same-
day registration is available. Voting hours and oth-
er details are found on the town website.

This year’s ballot includes more than just can-
didates - there’s also a referendum on updates to 
the Town Charter. You can find the full text of 
the revised charter, with the changes, on the town 
website.

The most significant change, listed separately as 
Question No. 2, will make the Town Clerk an ap-
pointed position rather than an elected one. This 
allows the town to consider qualified candidates 
from outside Hebron. Appointments would re-
quire a supermajority vote by the Board of Select-
men, ensuring bipartisan support.

Question No. 1 represents the remaining up-
dates to the charter. These changes include mod-
ernizing the name of the Board of Selectmen to 
“Town Council,” streamlining the annual budget 
process, and raising the dollar thresholds that trig-
ger a Special Town Meeting. The thresholds haven’t 
been updated in many years, and the change would 
reduce the number of meetings required for rou-
tine matters, while ensuring that large appropria-
tions will still get the consent of the public.

Thanks to my fellow members on the Charter 
Revision Commission, for all of your hard work 
over the past two years.

And thanks to everyone for taking part in our 
local democracy this fall. Every vote counts!

Sincerely,
Adam Ockman – Hebron

Note: Ockman is on the Hebron Charter Revision 
Commission, but he is speaking as an individual.

Keep Portland’s Schools Thriving
To the Editor:

I am running for a seat on the Portland Board of 
Education this November because I believe deeply 
in the value of education. Both of my parents were 
teachers, and today, as an engineering manager 
at Pratt & Whitney, I see every day how a strong 
education shapes opportunities. Fourteen years 
ago, my wife and I chose Portland for its excellent 
schools, where we’ve since raised our three sons.

Our boys have attended every Portland school, 
and we’ve seen firsthand the dedication of our 
teachers, paras, and administrators. My oldest son 
graduated from Vinal Tech and entered the trades, 
while my younger two attend Portland High 
School and Middle School. Whether they pursue 
college or a trade, I know Portland schools are pre-
paring them well.

I hold degrees in Aerospace Engineering and 
Engineering Science, along with a Six Sigma Black 
Belt in process improvement. For 27 years at Pratt 
& Whitney, I’ve led diverse teams, solved complex 
problems, and supported advanced jet engine pro-
grams for both commercial and military custom-
ers. These experiences have sharpened my skills in 
leadership, collaboration, and policy awareness – 
tools I hope to bring to our schools.

I am running to ensure Portland schools remain 
strong for all families. I want to advocate for our 
children so they have every opportunity to succeed 
in today’s competitive world. If elected, I will bring 
an analytical, collaborative approach to the Board 
of Education and work to keep Portland’s schools 
thriving.

Sincerely,
Jody Grosso – Portland

Candidate for Board of Education

How Far We Have Come
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

One of the reasons I ran for first selectman was 
to bring bipartisanship back to Colchester Town 
Hall. The division in town was so stark that people 
were skeptical that we could really “bring Colches-
ter together.” I know plenty of people who thought 
it was a nice idea but didn’t really believe it was 
possible.

Look how far we have come.
Shortly after I was elected, I asked former First 

Selectman Art Shilosky, a Republican, to serve 
as vice chair of the Board of Selectmen. We had 
a newly elected Democratic majority, but we all 
agreed that Art’s experience made him the right 
choice and would send the message that we were 
serious about turning over a new page. Since then, 
I cannot recall a single partisan vote on the Board 
of Selectmen.

Each member brings their perspective to our 
board.

Rosemary Coyle is our resident parliamentar-
ian and policy expert, bringing almost 20 years 
of experience on the Board of Selectmen. Denise 
Turner is a lifelong Colchester resident who helps 
represent the views of residents from all parties 
who have called this town home for many decades. 
Art Shilosky brings a conservative fiscal perspec-
tive balanced by his own practical experience as a 
past First Selectman. Cliff O’Donal brings a busi-
nessman’s view to our actions and priorities.

We don’t agree on everything. What has made 
us effective is that the five of us have focused on 
using our time on the board to work on issues 
that unite us like supporting public works, public 
safety, and improving financial management. We 
know that when there is consensus between the 
five of us, there is probably consensus among the 
rest of Colchester residents too.

Our board’s common-sense approach has led to 
successful budgets, including this spring when the 
Board of Selectmen/town budget was supported 
unanimously by the Board of Finance.

It is a strong board and I believe each of its 
members deserve to be reelected. I hope to earn 
your support for reelection as first selectman in 
November, but I also hope to continue serving 
with this strong team.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler

Colchester First Selectman

Keeping Colchester on Course
To My Neighbors in Colchester:

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the 
Colchester Business Association for their hospital-
ity at last week’s meeting. It was a pleasure to join 
my team members on the Democratic slate and 
share our commitment and vision with business 
leaders and residents. I left that meeting hopeful 
and optimistic for the future of this community.

As a candidate for the Board of Assessment Ap-
peals, it is my belief that residents and local busi-
nesses deserve boards that operate with integrity 
and rigor. My teammates currently in office, led by 
First Selectman Bernie Dennler, have been dedi-
cated to those values. As a result, the last couple of 
years have shown huge improvement in the town’s 
finances and ability to invest in public infrastruc-
ture, while maintaining a high level of bipartisan-
ship and stability. I and our other new team mem-
bers are equally committed to embodying these 
values for residents. 

We all look forward to keeping Colchester on 
course for the benefit of our community, and hope 
to earn your support this November!

Sincerely,
Eric Jackson

Candidate for Colchester
Board of Assessment Appeals

Elect Michael Beaulieu 
Dear Fellow Hebron Residents:

I am thrilled that Mike Beaulieu is running for 
the Hebron Board of Finance. For over three de-
cades, Mike has been actively serving our com-
munity. He has coached and served on the board 
for local youth sports clubs, played in the Church 
of the Holy Family Music Ministry, and currently 
serves on the RHAM Board of Education where he 
works collaboratively with other board members 
and RHAM school officials to help ensure top edu-
cation standards at our middle and high schools. 
Mike is also a proud member of Hebron Lions 
International, currently serving on the Board of 
Directors.

Mike has a wealth of experience that makes him 
a perfect candidate for the role. He has a degree 
in finance from Central Connecticut State Univer-
sity and has spent his career as a Financial Services 
Compliance Officer. His professional experience 
and affable approach will allow him to work col-
laboratively with people of diverse perspectives to 
make well-informed decisions that benefit Hebron 
and its taxpayers.

We live in a wonderful town, but we face a num-
ber of all-too-familiar challenges. Rising costs are 
straining our government and schools, and the 
burden of those expenses cannot continue to fall 
solely on us taxpayers. We need individuals like 
Mike to bring innovative ideas and strategies to 
control spending, attract business investment, ad-
dress our aging facilities, ensure adequate staffing 
of our town government, and maintain high-qual-
ity education at our schools.

Mike is the right choice for Hebron. Please join 
me on Nov. 4th and vote for Mike Beaulieu for the 
Hebron Board of Finance.

Sincerely,
James DeDonato – Hebron

Note: DeDonato is a member of the Hebron 
Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an in-
dividual.

Jaycox for Board of Ed 
To the Editor:

Please vote for Nathan Jaycox for the East 
Hampton Board of Ed. For as long as I’ve known 
Nate, he has been interested in education for kids 
and adults, alike. It began with hearing stories of 
Nate’s dad allowing him to help grade his fourth-
grader’s lessons and continued with hearing about 
Nate’s successful participation in many spelling 
bees, because of his attention to excellence in the 
written word. Nate was the “spell checker” before 
our computer programs did it for us. During col-
lege and after, when Nate would return home, his 
younger brother would have a built-in math tutor 
at the ready. 

As a young adult, Nate wanted to increase his 
proficiency in the oral word and joined the Toast-
masters organization to accomplish that goal, all 
the while encouraging others who were reticent 
about their public speaking abilities to join him 
in this educational opportunity. His confidence in 
public speaking led him to teach or train others in 
a variety of settings, whether at church, at work or 
in the community at large. His eagerness to help 
others continued as I remember him helping one 
young mother who was needing help in math in 
order to pass a course that was necessary for her 
degree.

During COVID, between an early retirement at 
Millstone Power Station and resuming a career at 
Electric Boat, Nate took part in the ARC (Alternate 
Route to Certification) program to accomplish his 
goal of obtaining a certificate to teach, so he could 
obtain his license at a later date. This program and 
recent student teaching in the Middletown High 
School gave him a window into fully understand-
ing the challenges in fostering effective learning 
and bringing success to the students. Nate also was 
able to meet tutoring needs at Glastonbury High 
School during this time. Nate’s continued interest 
in students receiving a good well-rounded educa-
tion continues, as he pursues being a fresh voice on 
the East Hampton Board of Education. 

Please vote for Nathan Jaycox! Thank you!
Lynn Jaycox – East Hampton

It’s Been a Pleasure
To the Editor:

Good day! My name is Jason Cooper and I’m 
excited to introduce myself here and promote my 
candidacy for Marlborough’s Planning Commis-
sion alternate as part of the Democratic slate. As 
a current full member of the commission, I am 
proud to have represented my community and ad-
vocated for its best interests these past four years. 
Having lived in town for nearly 10 years now with 
my wife and three young children, Marlborough 
is truly my forever home and I’m committed to 
preserving its unique charm and character while 
guiding it forward as the needs of the surround-
ing area and the demographics of our little town 
evolve. 

It has truly been my pleasure to be your repre-
sentative on the commission, and I look forward 
to another opportunity to serve you and the rest of 
our community. Thank you for your vote!

Jason Cooper – Marlborough
Note: Cooper is a current member of the Marl-

borough Planning Commission but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Voting for Vergean
To the Editor:

I am supporting Bethanne Vergean as a can-
didate for the Board of Education in Portland. 
Bethanne has dedicated her career to childhood 
development. 

She has been an asset to our community with 
the energy she has put into coaching both soccer 
and basketball! She is passionate about ensuring 
every child in Portland has access to a quality edu-
cation. 

I think Bethanne is a perfect fit for Board of 
Education. 

Thank you!
Carol Grosso – Portland

Hurne for Council
To the Editor,

I’m not a political person, and I certainly never 
imagined I’d be running for East Hampton Town 
Council. But I care deeply about our town — the 
same town I’ve called home my entire life. I attend-
ed East Hampton Public Schools and have spent 
decades volunteering in service to this community.

In my younger years, I served as a volunteer fire-
fighter. I’ve served multiple terms on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission and for the past 12 years, 
I’ve been a member of the Board of Fire Commis-
sioners, currently serving as chairman. I never saw 
myself entering politics — volunteering on local 
boards was as far into the political world as I ever 
wanted to go.

But something has changed in East Hampton, 
and not for the better.

In the last 12 years, my taxes have doubled. At 
the same time, town services have diminished. We 
face real infrastructure needs that we simply can’t 
afford.

One glaring example is our need for a new fire 
station — something I’ve worked closely on for 
years as a Fire Commissioner alongside our dedi-
cated fire department. That process has been com-
pletely mismanaged by the current Democrat-led 
Town Council, delaying a critical investment in 
public safety.

Our Board of Education spending continues to 
rise even as student enrollment falls. This isn’t sus-
tainable, and it isn’t fair to taxpayers. There needs 
to be accountability and a serious review of how 
education funds are being allocated.

Meanwhile, approximately 20% of our residents 
are seniors, many on fixed incomes. They deserve 
better than being pushed aside while taxes rise and 
services shrink. Our Senior Center is far too small 
to offer the kind of programs and support this 
population needs and deserves.

This election, I’m not running out of ambition 
— I’m running out of frustration, and out of love 
for East Hampton. I believe we can do better. I be-
lieve we must.

If elected, I will fight for fiscal responsibility, 
transparency, and smart investment in the services 
that matter — fire safety, education accountability, 
and proper support for our growing senior popu-
lation. I’ll listen, I’ll work hard, and I’ll always put 
East Hampton first.

Sincerely,
Darin Hurne – East Hampton

Candidate for Town Council

A Different Direction for EH 
To the Editor:

There is insufficient space in this letter to point 
fingers or make the arguments of who is or isn’t 
playing politics with respect to a new firehouse. 
Suffice to say, it has been over a dozen years since 
the need was first studied. When the Board of Fi-
nance decided not to approve sending the ques-
tion to purchase 11 Skinner St. to referendum, my 
colleagues on the Town Council felt we could not 
let the process linger. I had been working on the 
formation of a new firehouse committee, but Mr. 
Hintz felt he knew better and attempted to upstage 
the council process. Action was tabled because 
none of the other six council members had seen or 
studied that proposal. 

To be fair, Mr. Hintz’s draft included a number of 
valid points to consider for a new committee; how-
ever, the rest of the council felt it deficient. Even in 
a revised resolution, I had attempted to overcome 
those concerns. Several letters to this publication 
made the resolution adopted political. The ques-
tion of the need or approval is not political in the 
sense of Democrats versus Republicans. Emergency 
response to fires is not political. It’s what we do as 
a civilized society for the protection of our families, 
our neighbors and our townspeople. 

Accordingly, I worked on a different approach 
to a Firehouse Site & Development Committee 
adopted at the Oct. 14th Town Council meeting. 
The committee was reduced from nine to eight 
members. I removed myself as one of the commit-
tee members. Only two council members would be 
among the eight: Richard Knotek who will chair 
the committee with Tim Feegel as Vice Chair. They 
had been a great working team dealing with the 
ambulance task force. Many question why? What 
happens if a tie vote? In my mind there will be no 
tie votes. The whole idea of this committee is to 
study fully the needs of our community for fire 
protection and come to consensus. Because it is a 
Town Council committee, we must abide by mi-
nority representation rules. You will be pleased 
and maybe even shocked to know that there are 3 
Unaffiliated members, 2 Republican and 3 Demo-
crats. But party affiliation is not important. Doing 
the study and evaluation, identifying a site for the 
firehouse and working with our town manager to 
negotiate and secure that site. That is what is truly 
important for us all.

Dean Markham, Chairman
East Hampton Town Council

Support for Portland
BOS Candidates

To the Editor:
I am proud to support the Democratic team for 

Portland’s Board of Selectmen – Jim Tripp, Andrea 
Alfano, John Dillon, and Dave Kuzminski. 

I’ve had the privilege of working with Jim Tripp 
and Andrea Alfano during their time on the Board 
of Education, where their leadership, thoughtful-
ness, and commitment to our schools made a last-
ing impact. John Dillon, as liaison to the Board of 
Education, brings a collaborative spirit and a deep 
understanding of how all parts of town govern-
ment work together. And Dave Kuzminski – truly 
Mr. Portland – has served our community in more 
ways than can be counted. His decades of dedica-
tion and knowledge of this town are unmatched.

Their collective passion for Portland, their expe-
rience, and their volunteer service are priceless. As 
Portland begins rewriting its Plan of Conservation 
and Development, we need leaders who under-
stand where we’ve been and who have a vision for 
where we can go in the next ten years.

These four candidates embody that vision. They 
have my full support and my vote. They are ready 
to serve Portland – Row A all the way

Meg Scata – Portland
Note: Scata is the secretary of the Portland Board 

of Education and the vice president of the Connecti-
cut Association of Boards of Education, but she said 
she is speaking as an individual.
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Row C for BOE
To the Editor:

Last week I had the pleasure of joining all the 
candidates on the ballot for this coming Novem-
ber 4th election at both the “AARP Meet the Can-
didates” and at the “CBA Meet the Candidates” 
where we were able to introduce ourselves, answer 
questions and enjoy a debate. 

Now I would like to introduce myself to all of 
the residents of Colchester. I am Marguerite (Mar-
go) Gignac, the incumbent Board of Education 
(BOE) secretary and it has been my pleasure to 
serve our town on the BOE for the last four years. 
I have been married 27 years to my husband, Bri-
an. We have four children, two graduates and two 
currently at Bacon Academy. We have raised our 
family in Colchester since 2003. I grew up living 
in or spending summers in Colchester since 1970. 
I have enjoyed all Colchester has to offer for the 
past 55 years!

I have been an avid volunteer in the schools and 
in youth sports for almost two decades. I’ve volun-
teered in the classrooms and on field trips, coached 
in baseball, soccer and football as well as served on 
many boards. It has been amazing watching all of 
our children grow! Those who know me person-
ally know I am ready and willing to help whenever 
needed. 

Donna, the BOE incumbent chair, and I are 
running on Row C and ask for your vote to con-
tinue the progress our BOE has made. We ask that 
you consider us when making two of your four 
votes on the Nov. 4th ballot. It would personally be 
my honor to serve four more years for our school 
system. Row C for BOE!

Marguerite (Margo) Gignac – Colchester
Note: Gignac is a member of the Colchester Board 

of Education, but said she is speaking as a candidate 
for the school board.

Thrilled to Have Them
To the Editor:

Last week’s Rivereast article highlighting Nancy 
Nelson and Gussie Gilberti’s bid as Democratic 
candidates for the Board of Education in Colches-
ter hit the nail on the head. As former educators, 
Nancy and Gussie know what students need to 
succeed. They have felt what classroom teachers go 
through every day. They have the background to 
be able to anticipate the possible impacts decisions 
made by administration may have and they fully 
intend to ask questions in order to completely un-
derstand what is happening in our schools. 

Nancy and Gussie will work to improve dia-
logue between the BOE, administration, and the 
community by taking the initiative to open up 
conversation and asking follow-up questions to 
assess the success of changes made in staffing and 
organization. Both have experience and skill in 
analyzing and improving performance data which 
will be extremely beneficial to the district. Most 
importantly, Nancy and Gussie will be able to stra-
tegically guide spending to ensure that every dollar 
of our education budget is spent in the best inter-
est of students. Their intuition, experience, and 
knowledge in how schools run is second to none. 

Nancy and Gussie are the only candidates with 
concrete plans to open communication between 
the administration, BOE, and the community. 
They are in touch with what parents, community 
members, teachers, and seniors need to know and 
understand about what’s happening in our schools. 
They will guide the board in messaging and ask the 
hard questions in an open forum so that everyone 
can hear the answers. Their energy is positive, col-
laborative, and everything we need to bring the 
BOE to a place where everyone in town knows the 
great things, and the challenges, that our schools 
face. I am so thrilled to have them on the Demo-
cratic ticket. 

Please join me in supporting Nancy Nelson and 
Gussie Gilberti, both retired teachers with over 65 
years of combined experience, for the Board of 
Education. 

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden, Chair

Colchester Democratic Town Committee

Our Fiscal Environment
To the Editor:

It’s election season in East Hampton, and once 
again, the local Republican Party is leaning on 
familiar tactics: finger-pointing, vague promises, 
and selective memory.

Their slogan, “We know it’s YOUR money,” 
sounds good – until you look at their record. The 
current Republican Town Committee Chair was 
directly involved in the illegal firing of former Po-
lice Chief Matt Reimondo, a move that cost tax-
payers $275,000. That’s not fiscal responsibility – 
it’s poor judgment.

Republicans also say they support a clean Lake 
Pocotopaug. But who doesn’t? What’s missing are 
further long-term real plans that require stronger 
town regulations. Yet some Republican members 
oppose the very regulations needed to prevent 
overdevelopment and pollution. Even our town 
planner, who’s working hard to improve our reg-
ulations, may be at risk simply for doing her job 
well.

Now, Republicans claim they want to stop over-
development. But this sudden concern is more like 
election-season spin than a genuine shift in pri-
orities. In East Hampton, the Republicans are pro-
development at any cost, and that cost has both ill 
effects on our environment and on our wallets.

East Hampton deserves leadership that’s con-
sistent, responsible, and focused on real solutions. 
That’s why I’m voting for the Democratic candi-
dates — people who’ve shown they care about our 
town every day, not just when it’s time to cam-
paign.

Kyle Dostaler – East Hampton 

Portland’s Ballot
To the Editor:

The candidates running on the ballot are a mix-
ture of new and familiar names.

When considering a returning or new candi-
date, one should ask what difference they made 
and what experience do they bring to the position.

This year the position of first selectman is dis-
appointingly running unopposed. Over the past 
8 months he has held the seat, he has dressed in 
costumes to attend public events and posted daily 
“selfies” and videos of his clownish activities on 
Facebook while collecting a $90K/year salary. His 
acclaimed successes mostly include taking credit 
for private business development, with limited 
contribution outside of voting for tax abatements 
to developers.

Over the past eight months, RFPs have been 
stalled for time sensitive projects, taxes have in-
crease on vehicles and the opening of the town 
charter has put on hold for unknown reasons.

At a recent BOS meeting, during public com-
ments, an issue was brought up regarding the first 
selectman promising to lease town land already 
used by a small 70-year-old farm without public 
notice. Three minutes into the meeting, a woman 
connected to the property approached the podium 
to speak and First Selectman Pelton instructed her 
to come forward and state her name with “good 
posture” – a comment that was both offensive and 
inappropriate. The issue was “tabled” and discus-
sion removed from the meeting agenda.

The first selectman’s lack of knowledge and 
experience in proper and legal town procedure 
is concerning as negotiations begin for town em-
ployee contracts, water and sewer agreements 
resolved, and a major school renovation bonding 
project may begin over the next 2+ years. In addi-
tion, property revals start next year, and new mill 
rates set.

While campaigning for his unchallenged seat, 
he appears to be in violation of ethics rule 1-14g, 

Lack of Volunteer Appreciation
Dear Marlborough Neighbor:

Approximately two percent of electors choose 
to volunteer for the 100-plus board and commis-
sion seats in Marlborough. About 10 percent of the 
seats are vacant. So, what are the rest of the electors 
doing? Some answers are working, raising families, 
vacationing, caring for elders or volunteering for 
other things. When only two percent of a group 
does all the work, many of them will do multiple 
positions. Several Democrats and Republicans fill 
multiple positions. Often only after retirement or 
becoming an empty nester can people find time to 
volunteer. 

 Louise Concodello is such a volunteer. She 
has served this community for decades in various 
positions simultaneously. Yet some uninformed 
people who do nothing to serve our community 
find time to bash those who do. Instead of bashing 
those who do step up be thankful for their dedica-
tion and desire to serve.

Please, remember to vote.
Michele Anne Kacy – Marlborough

Note: Kacy is a member of the Marlborough reg-
istrar of voters, but said she is writing as an indi-
vidual. 

Democrats Dropped the Ball
To the Editor:

Democrats have been in charge of East Hamp-
ton since November 2023, yet they keep blaming 
the Republican minority for their failures. The 
Town Council Democrats, along with the town 
manager ran the process for acquiring the fire-
house, and they dropped the ball.

On Nov 14, 2023, the Democrat-led Town 
Council affirmed their intent to pursue the Skinner 
St property with yes votes from Dean Markham, 
Jack Solomon, Karen Wanat, Richard Knotek, and 
Jordan Werme.

On May 14, 2024, they approved the property’s 
purchase agreement, with yes votes from Dean 
Markham, Jack Solomon, Karen Wanat, and Rich-
ard Knotek.

On Nov 12, 2024, a Memo of Understanding 
was approved by the Democrat-led Town Coun-
cil specifically identifying sale prices of properties 
and timelines for closing upon approval by town. 
The motion to approve was made by Karen Wanat, 
and it passed with votes from Dean Markham, Jack 
Solomon, Karen Wanat, Richard Knotek, and Jor-
dan Werme.

By the time this letter is published, the Town 
Council Democrats will have appointed their own 
Richard Knotek to chair the new firehouse com-
mittee who is determined to have the town buy the 
11 Skinner Street property.

Knotek said, “We’ve looked at this 13 ways from 
Sunday to come up with the best alternative for a 
fire department in this town. This is the most cost-
effective way to give us what we need; very simple.”

Knotek also discounted the environmental risks 
to our firefighters and the possible economic im-
pacts they may have on the taxpayers, highlighted 
by Republicans and Democrats on the Board of 
Finance.

If all the Democrats who spread false accusa-
tions and outrage over the 11 Skinner St property 
remain silent regarding Knotek’s appointment, it 
will be clear their online drama was nothing more 
than partisan nonsense.

Bryon Turner – East Hampton

O’Reilly Dedicated to Service
To the Editor:

Join me in supporting Brian O’Reilly, Hebron 
candidate Board of Finance. Brian and his fam-
ily have proudly called Hebron home for over 20 
years. As a former youth coach and current busi-
ness owner, Brian has the skillset and life experi-
ence to responsibly allocate town funds and re-
main accountable. He understands the significance 
of purposeful budgeting and long-term planning. 

Brian believes that strong financial stewardship 
is essential to persevere the quality of life that we 
Hebronians enjoy and see great value in. Brian is 
committed to listening to residents, working col-
laboratively with town leaders, and applying com-
mon sense and financial discipline to Board of Fi-
nance decisions. 

It is with great confidence that I support Brian 
O’Reilly for Hebron Board of Finance in the Nov. 
4th municipal election. 

Kim Hills – Hebron
Note: Hills is a member of the Hebron Board of 

Education, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Fostering Respect
To the Editor:

Last week Hebron’s David Foster forgot a whole 
host of facts including water remediation costs and 
the actual financial breakdown of a 20-year bond 
per household. See June 2023, Hebron DPW Build-
ing Project Costs and do the math yourself. Facts 
have been shared from Town and State sources and 
presented to Hebron’s public, repeatedly, for four 
straight years. Facts that earned us the support and 
sympathy of college professors, land and water ex-
perts, farmers, lawyers, local residents and a 36-
year veteran of CT DEEP who specialized in well 
water remediation cases in and out of court. He 
did, in fact, defend CT Statute 22a-471. I’m glad 
we did our homework because it has led us to the 
right people and to making the right environmen-
tal choices for Hebron.

Foster and Company forgot kindness, decency, 
compassion, forward thinking, past thinking, 
long-term planning, rural living, charm, small 
farms, wildlife, and preservation of historic and 
natural resources. Amongst other things, Foster 
and Company forgot life. Water is life. On top of 
that, they forgot respect for their fellow man.

However this unfolds, #save17 members can 
hold their heads high. We appreciate where we live 
and most of us live in Amston. We have defended 
our homes, our neighborhoods and our values and 
we used documented facts to do it. The whole Ray-
mond Brook watershed, including the old Horton 
property, a.k.a. 17 Kinney Rd., is a soggy, stoney, 
uneven, defiant and strangely spiritual place and 
it takes a connected person to realize this. Its far 
more than a couple of oil paintings. We cannot 
“hurt your eyes open,” Mr. Foster, only Nature her-
self can do that.

We wish David Foster and Company all the best, 
but don’t expect enchanting invitations, Solstice 
cards, or gifts, from any one of us. You are now on 
your own. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Petit for Hebron BOE
To the Editor:

As a Hebron resident who cares deeply about 
our schools and community, I am proud to sup-
port the reelection of Heather Petit to the Hebron 
Board of Education.

Over the past several years, Heather has dem-
onstrated exactly what strong, steady leadership 
looks like. As board chair, she has led with integ-
rity, collaboration, and a genuine commitment to 
what matters most - our children’s success. Under 
her leadership, the Board has expanded preschool 
access, strengthened support for teachers, and 
championed student wellness.

Heather’s experience and integrity have earned 
the respect of both town and school officials. She 
brings people together to find solutions, even 
when issues are complex or contentious. She has 
given students, teachers, and families a voice in 
shaping school decisions.

Beyond her board service, Heather has shown 
dedication to Hebron’s broader civic life serving as 
Chair of the Town Charter Review Commission 
and volunteering with the RHAM Music Boost-
ers. Her professional background, from teaching 
to state-level policy work for children, gives her 
a well-rounded understanding of education from 
every angle.

Heather Petit has been an exceptional advocate 
for Hebron’s students, teachers, and families. We 
are fortunate to have her continued leadership. I 
encourage my fellow residents to join me in vot-
ing to reelect Heather Petit to the Hebron Board of 
Education this November.

Sincerely,
Brian Thibeault – Amston

which prohibits the first selectman from influ-
encing voters by using his position to promote 
candidates outside of his own campaign. A prior 
ethics advisory opinion was rendered in 2022 that 
reinforces this rule. The irony is that the violation 
appears to include the petitioning candidate/for-
mer Ethics chairman on paper and in a campaign 
video.

Over the coming year, Portland voters need to 
address future town leadership structure as the 
pool of experienced community leaders shrinks 
to once again be a growing and thriving town. On 
Nov 4th.be an informed voter because elections 
have consequences.

Early voting begins on Oct 20.
Rose Aletta – Portland

Hebron DPW Progress
To the Editor:

I was surprised, and dismayed, to read last 
week's Letter to the Editor from David Foster. 
These irresponsible comments only serve to un-
dermine the remarkable progress being made by 
the DPW Action Committee and the design team 
of Silver Petrucelli. Mr. Foster does not offer any 
new facts and has not participated in DPW Ac-
tion Committee meetings since he resigned his 
position well over a year ago. Using an outdated 
cost estimate from 2017, which in fact reflects only 
partial costs, creates a distraction from the cost of 
construction in 2025. I trust Hebron residents, in-
cluding Mr. Foster, are well aware of the complex 
changes in the world and in construction specifi-
cally since 2020 alone.

It is the responsibility of every Hebron resident 
to learn the facts and why 69% of respondents said 
"Keep Public Works at Old Colchester Road" in the 
2023 DPW Survey. The environmental and histori-
cal significance of the town owned property at 17 
Kinney Rd., a.k.a. the Horton Property, have been 
well established, fully documented and shared 
publicly now for several years.

However, the most significant information was 
provided on Sept. 19, 2022, when comments were 
submitted to the town by William Warzecha, a 
36-year employee of Connecticut DEEP and spe-
cialist in groundwater contamination. According 
to Mr. Warzecha, "The residential properties on 
Kinney Road and Millstream Roads topographi-
cally downgradient of the proposed facility are 
served by domestic wells... Consequently, releases 
of any pollutant or pollutants emanating from the 
proposed facility poses a definite risk to drinking 
water well quality to the homes on Kinney and 
Millstream Roads... It is not environmentally con-
scious to locate the facility in an area that repre-
sents a significant risk to drinking water quality." 
This is simple fact based on decades of expert ex-
perience. To ignore this reality is to sacrifice your 
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(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

neighbor's drinking water, homes and future.
Mr. Foster implies that building the DPW at 

17 Kinney Rd. will save money, but evidence sup-
ports that will not be the case. Connecticut state 
law clearly indicates that any polluter of drinking 
water, including municipalities, are responsible for 
replacing that drinking water supply and paying 
10 years of water bills. The cost of connecting town 
water to the residents of Church Street, Kinney 
Road, Millstream Road and Route 207 that would 
be affected, which will likely be several millions of 
dollars, needs to be included. Please visit Save He-
bron Center of Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston
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1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 
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Heating & Cooling Installation and ServiceHeating & Cooling Installation and Service
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VALID IF PURCHASED BY 10/31/25
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East Hampton 
Republicans Deliver… 

 
 Listened to and heard taxpayers 

 Reined in excessive spending 

 Presented affordable Board of Ed & 
Gen’l Government budgets that were 
overwhelmingly approved 

 Exposed environmental risks to fire-
fighters & proposed a better plan 

 Continued supporting Lake health 
 

Vote Republican on Tuesday Nov. 4  
at the East Hampton High School 6 a.m. ~ 8 p.m. 

 
 

Paid for and approved by the East Hampton Republican Town  

Committee. Bridget McLennan, treasurer. 
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

 “October: The month 
when everyone pretends
to like pumpkin spice.”

—Unknown

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

St. Patrick Church News & Notes
St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 

member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

Coat Drive: The East Hampton Lions in con-
junction with St. John Paul II Parish are hosting 
their 4th annual coat drive. Please donate clean, 
gently used coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, hats and boots. Drop off items 
at St. Patrick Parish Center Monday-Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., until Oct. 22. The public is in-
vited to pick out a coat or other items on Oct. 
23 and 24.

Rosary Rally: All are welcome to come pray 

the rosary in front of St. Patrick Church on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, beginning at noon, for the sanc-
tity of life, and intentions of the country, com-
munity and families.

Polish Dinner: All are invited to come and 
enjoy Polish food, along with music provided 
by The Happy Travelers Band on Sunday, Oct. 
26, in St. Bridget’s Marian Hall in Moodus. 
The band plays starting at 3 p.m., and dinner is 
served at 5 p.m. Tickets are $25 per person and 
will be on sale after each Mass at both churches. 
Contact Rob McLaughlin for more information 
at 860-324-1079.

Christmas Bazaar: St. Patrick Church is 
hosting a Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 
8, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at St. Patrick Parish 
Center. Come and shop for all kinds of Christ-
mas items. Take a chance on the many basket 
raffles, browse the display of jewelry and treat 
yourself or a neighbor at the bake sale or come 
for lunch.	

Scholarships Available
Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post 5095 & Auxiliary 

are now accepting entries for their annual Voice 
of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen youth scholar-
ship competitions. 

This year’s theme gives both America’s high 
school students and middle school students 
the opportunity to contemplate, “How Are You 
Showing Patriotism and Support for Our Coun-
try?”

The Voice of Democracy audio-essay compe-
tition is open to high school students in grades 
9-12, with the national first place prize scholar-
ship totaling $35,000. The first place Department 
(state) winners receive an all-expenses-paid trip 
to attend a ‘Founding Forward Spirit of America 

Youth Leadership’ program at Valley Forge, Pa., 
where they compete for more than $170,000 in 
national scholarship awards.

Open to middle school students in sixth 
through eighth grade, more than 60,600 stu-
dents participate annually in the Patriot’s Pen es-
say competition. The national first place winner 
receives a $5,000 award.

Entry forms and additional information may 
be found at www.vfw.org/community/youth-
and-education/youth-scholarships or the Post 
Home. Student entries may be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 5095, 
20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 06424. 

The deadline for both contests is Oct. 31.

Quilt Project to Benefit the Food Bank
The East Hampton Quilt Project is selling raf-

fle tickets for a 62” x 62” quilt, created by local 
women. Proceeds benefit the benefit of the East 
Hampton Food Bank. 

The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton. 
The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton. The 
raffle tickets sell for $10 each or 3/$25. Buyers 
can pay cash or use Venmo. Tickets are being 
sold until mid-November at Paul’s and Sandy’s 

Too, East Hampton Public Library, Old Bank, 
and The Hairitage. The quilt will be displayed at 
various times at the library.

The drawing will be on Nov. 22 at 10 a.m. at 
the Food Bank.

For continuous updated information on when 
and where tickets will be sold, visit sites.google.
com/view/easthamptonquiltproject/home.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Operation Christmas Child: This is a proj-
ect of Samaritan’s Purse that delivers shoeboxes 
filled with school supplies, hygiene items, toys, 
and sports equipment to children who live in 
difficult circumstances. The church welcomes 
community participation in this project. The 
boxes are available in the Church office and need 
to be returned by Nov. 16.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn to 
help explain the meaning of the message topic.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 

children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. Confirmation Class is held on alter-
nate Sundays during the worship service.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals are held Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of 
Psalms.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will 
be Thursday, Nov. 6, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

GOP Waving Schedule and Free Yard Signs
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee will hold a sign-waving event this 
weekend for Republican candidates. Everyone 
is welcome to come for waving.

At this event, there will be free Republican 
yard signs for East Hampton residents, while 
supplies last. This weekend, Republicans will 
wave on Friday, Oct. 17, from 4-6 p.m., at 

Global Storage (intersection of routes 16 and 
66) and Saturday, Oct. 18, from 9-11 a.m., at 
20 East High Street (across from Stop & Shop).

Next weekend, the Republicans will wave 
on Saturday, Oct. 25, from 9-11 a.m., at 20 
East High St. (across from Stop & Shop) and 
Sunday, Oct. 26, from 10-11 a.m., at the same 
location. 

Home and Health Expo
  Do you have an aging relative who is hoping 

to stay in their own home as they grow older? Or 
are you an adult who is looking for suggestions 
on ways to stay healthy in the coming years?

Come listen to experts on these topics at the 
East Hampton Commission on Aging’s “Home 
and Health Expo” scheduled for Nov. 8, from 10 
a.m to 2 p.m., at East Hampton Town Hall.

Professionals will talk about subjects rang-
ing from how to retrofit your home so that it 
accommodates an aging person to what exer-
cises you need to do to maintain your mobility, 
strength and independence.

In a survey done by the Commission on Ag-
ing in 2021, 93% of respondents wanted to re-
main in their homes as they got older.

In addition, there will be experts in chiro-
practic and naturopathic medicine, geriatric 
psychiatry, massage, physical therapy, exercise 
as well as options for housing when staying 
home as you age isn’t possible.

The expo is free to people of all ages. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Watch this space for more details as Nov. 8 
approaches. 

Designer Purse Bingo
East Hampton High School Project Gradua-

tion will hold its second annual Designer Purse 
Bingo Saturday, Oct. 18, at Priam Vineyards in 
Colchester.

Doors open at 6:15 p.m., and games start at 
7:15 p.m.

Cost is $35 per ticket. For tickets, go to ehh-
sprojectgraduation.ludus.com/200468698. 
Tickets will not be available at the door.

EHMS Basketball and 
Cheerleading

East Hampton Middle School student/
athletes who are interested in trying-out for 
boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball or cheerlead-
ing teams can register online through Arbiter 
Sports Registration. 

Athletes must have a physical within a 
13-month period in order to try out. The dead-
line for registration is Sunday, Nov. 26.

For further information, call EHMS athletic 
director Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Helping Hands to Reopen
Helping Hands will be open again on the first 

and third Saturdays of each month beginning 
Oct. 18, from 9-11 a.m., at 27 Skinner St. 

Helping Hands offers free clothing, house-
hold items, toys, books etc. to anyone in need.

Donations are only accepted on the Saturdays 
Helping Hands is open, from 9-11 a.m., and on 
the Thursdays of the week it is open, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

Autumn Leaves Fair
in November

Christ Episcopal Church, located at 66 Mid-
dle Haddam Rd. (Route 151), will hold its an-
nual Autumn Leaves Fair on Saturday, Nov. 8, 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Parish Hall. 

All manner of baked goods, jellies, jam and 
pickles, handmade items, pottery, and artisanal 
crafts will be for sale.
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R

E3
-2

6-
21

i
a r

C
IT

9-
10

-2
0

Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3–6 p.m.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Oct. 17, 6-8 p.m. 
Share your talent or just come and listen to 
some music/ Call the library to register if you 
want to perform, at 860-267-9093.

October’s Featured Artist: Mindy Mills 
Maynard, a local author and artist. 

Book Talk: Mindy Mills Maynard will give a 
talk on her book When Magic Happens Friday, 
Oct. 24, at 4 p.m. 

Double Play: Featuring local favorites Cathy 
Kreger and Jon Swift. Sunday, Oct. 26, 2 p.m. 
Call the library if you are coming. 

Save the Date for Makers’ Market: Saturday, 
Nov. 8, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The market will feature 
products made by local artisans, a used book 
sale, a white elephant table and live music. Are 

you a creator? Contact the library to participate, 
at 860-267-9093 or middlehaddamlibrary@
gmail.com.

Mahjongg: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but 
stop by during regular library hours and staff 
will put the kettle on.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Saturday Family Yoga with Kathleen: Will 
continue on the first Saturday of each month at 
11 a.m. Cost is $12 to drop in for two people 
and $3 for each additional person. Register by 
emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.com

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This new ‘gentle 
yoga’ program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost 
is $15 per class. Registration in advance is re-
quested, by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.com 
or calling 860-638-9097.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Gardeners Needed: Volunteers are still need-
ed to weed, water, and plant in the Pollinator 

Garden. Speak with Rogers if you are able to 
help.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Save the Date: The Autumn Leaves Fair will 
be held Saturday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
All are asked to donate to the Bake Sale, New or 
Nearly New Table, as well as donate for baskets 
or raffles. Lunch will be sold. Check the Bell-
ringer to see how you can best participate.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign 
up online. Reservations for the next day’s meal 
are due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are 
free; a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 docu-
ment must be completed before registering for 
lunch; stop by the senior center to complete and 
submit the form.   

Monthly and Special Events: Wonderfully 
Wicked Women’s Group (WWW):  First and 
third Mondays at 10 a.m. in the East Hampton 
Library Community Room. This is a low-key 
opportunity to meet others and share resources, 
with the theme of Sisterhood.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Meets ev-
ery second and fourth Monday at 10:30 a.m. All 
men are invited for a social hour of facts, activi-
ties, and snacks. 

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Oct. 
20, 9 a.m., at Air Line State Park, 69 Smith St. 
All paces welcome.

Blood Pressure Checks: Monday, Oct. 20, 
12:30 p.m. Offered through Chatham Health. 
Drop-ins welcome.

Connecticare Medicare Advantage Infor-
mation Seminar: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m., 
led by Beverly Goodrich.

Vaccination Clinic with Chatham Health:  
Wednesday, Oct. 22, 10 a.m. The flu and high-
dose flu vaccines will be offered. Contact your 
provider to be sure your insurance will cover 
the vaccinations.

Learn Mahjongg: Thursday, Oct. 23, 9:30 
a.m. Beginners can enjoy an introduction to 
this classic tile game. No experience is needed. 
Taught by Barbara Hahn.

Mahjongg League: Thursday, Oct. 23, 1 p.m. 
Two-player team format. Cost is $20.

Pretend Cooking Show Program: Thursday, 
Oct. 23, 2:30 p.m. This is a No Cook, No Bake 
micro cooking class – perfect for whipping up 
tasty recipes without turning on the oven. Lim-
ited to eight participants. Features pasta mak-
ing with center director Holly Marreo.

Bike Rides for Seniors with Kim Clouser of 
AirLine Cycles: Friday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m., at Air-
Line State Park, 69 Smith St. Bring your bike, 
helmet and water to the ride. 

Lunch with the Bike Rides for Seniors 
Group: Friday, Oct. 24, noon, at the senior cen-
ter, featuring grinders from Big Y and bever-
ages. Suggested donation is $3.

Volunteer Opportunities: Grocery Shop-
pers: The senior center needs a volunteer to 
help grocery shop for center members. Stop by 
the senior center Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to fill out volunteer paperwork. 
Call 860-267-9093 for information. 

Music Director Needed: The senior center is 
seeking a volunteer music director to lead the 
center’s choral group. Contact Holly at the se-
nior center for more information.

The Yarners Need Yarn!
The East Hampton Yarners have empty 

yarn shelves – and the group is looking for 
donations. 

The Yarners use this yarn for charitable 
projects, such as prayer shawls, lap robes, che-
mo caps, baby blankets and hats, scarves hats 
and mittens for winter wear, blankets, stuffed 
animals, and more. So far this fall, the Yarners 
have made over 200 items.  Email Judy Hoff-
hine at jhoffhine@gmail.com to make arrange-

ments for pick-up. 
Full skeins of machine washable yarn are 

most appreciated. All weights of yarn are wel-
come.

The Yarners meet every Thursday from 
10:30 a.m.-noon, in Fellowship Hall at the 
Congregational Church of East Hampton, 59 
Main St. All knitters and crocheters are wel-
come. The Yarners work on their own projects 
as well as charitable items. 

Bicycle Show & Swap Meet
All are invited to the first-ever East Hampton 

Bicycle Show/Swap Meet, to be held at Center 
School Saturday, Oct. 18, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

This event is open to all bicycle enthusiasts, 
offering any type of bikes, parts and related 
items. Also, an antique bike vendor will bring 
several bikes and parts, and AirLine Cycles will 
have 40+ used bikes, all kinds of new and used 
bike parts and accessories. Epoch Arts will also 
have used bikes for sale, with 100% of the pro-
ceeds going to the nonprofit organization.

Spaces will be $25 to sell, and free admission 
to the public. Set-up for dealers is open at 7AM, 
and the public is welcome at 8 a.m. All proceeds 
will go to the Epoch Arts Food Pantry, a group 
that seeks to provide vulnerable students with 
food and nourishment. 

Also at the show, Littleman’s Texas BBQ will 
be on site to sell lunch. 

This event is held in cooperation with East 
Hampton Parks & Recreation.

Athletic Hall of Fame 
Elects 2025 Class

The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 
elected its 18th class, and it consists of four ath-
letes and one state championship team. The in-
ductees are:

Marvin Gorgas, a 2014 East Hampton High 
School graduate; Tyler Wosleger, a 2008 EHHS 
graduate; Blake Helveston, a 2002 EHHS gradu-
ate; Nicole Muhlberg, a 2008 EHHS graduate; 
and the EHHS 2014 boys soccer team, which 
was state co-champions.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct. 
24, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club in He-
bron. Tickets are $55 and can be purchased by 
contacting Michael Vasquenza at 860-308-6621.

Haunted House
and Hayride

Epoch Arts will continue its annual Haunted 
House and Hayride Friday and Saturday, Oct. 
24 and 25, from 7-10 p.m. each night, at Epoch, 
27 Skinner St.

This year’s theme is a “Dystopian World.” 
Walk through rooms filled with spiders, freaky 
mind game testing, a room where Survivor 
meets Lord of the Flies as the inhabitants try to 
survive and where Big Brother is always watch-
ing. The Haunted Hayride is themed Apoca-
lypse, so be ready for more spooks and scares 
outside. 

Tickets and reservations are for sale online, 
at www.epocharts.org, and are $15 for both the 
Haunted House and the Hayride.

Absentee Ballots for
Municipal Election

East Hampton’s municipal election will be 
held Tuesday, Nov. 4, at East Hampton High 
School, 15 North Maple St. Early voting will oc-
cur from Oct. 20-Nov. 2 at Town Hall.

Absentee ballots are available at the town 
clerk’s office, located at 1 Community Drive. Of-
fice hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

All registered voters are eligible to obtain an 
absentee ballot for this election. For more infor-
mation, call 860 267-2519.

Herbal Medicine Class
Belltown Garden Club invites all to its  Fall 

Season Herbal Medicine Class Monday, Oct. 27, 
at 6:30 p.m., in the East Hampton Public Library 
community room.

Learn how to use plants growing in your own 
garden to make immune system herbal medi-
cines to help you stay healthy this fall. Katie 
Hanna, local herbalist and club member, will 
teach this hands-on medicine-making class.

Members of the public and prospective mem-
bers are always welcome and encouraged to at-
tend.

The East Hampton Belltown Garden Club is a 
member of The Federated Garden Clubs of CT 
and National Garden Clubs. Contact Hanna at 
334-332-7793 with any questions prior to the 
meeting.

Voter Registration
Session Today

Registrars will be in session Friday, Oct. 
17, between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m., at the regis-
trars of voters office at Town Hall, 1 Com-
munity Drive. 

This date is the last regular voter registra-
tion session before the Nov. 4 election. All 
mail-in voter registrations must be received 
or postmarked by this date.

For information, call the registrars at 860-
267-6720 on Tuesdays between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
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‘Right Minds, Right Hearts’: BOE Hopefuls Outline Vision

Olivia Duksa, left, Cari Duijou, middle, and Corrinne Loyola stand together as 
Republican candidates for the town of Colchester, endorsed by the Republican Town 
Committee.

By Toriana Williams
Three members of the Colchester Republican 

slate running for the Board of Education – Ol-
ivia Duksa, Cari Duijou and Corrine Loyola 
– spoke together about their vision for the dis-
trict, highlighting the importance of collabora-
tion, accountability and community involve-
ment in shaping Colchester’s schools. 

The group, endorsed by the Colchester Re-
publican Town Committee, represents what 
they describe as a unified, balanced approach to 
education governance.

Although the slate also includes Matthew 
“Cody” McNeely, he was not present for the 
discussion but was mentioned throughout as a 
supportive teammate who shares their priori-
ties.

Background and Motivation
Duksa, an entrepreneur who has lived in Col-

chester since 2005, said she is running because 
she believes the district needs “new passionate 
energy on the Board of Education to help bring 
success to our students in Colchester.”

Duksa described herself as “a successful en-
trepreneur of two businesses that are located 
in the town,” and is also a parent of two chil-
dren who are currently enrolled in Colchester 
schools.

Duijou, who has worked in education for over 
two decades, said her path to teaching began 
while volunteering in her children’s classrooms.

“Every time I went into the classroom, they 
said, ‘Cari, are you a teacher?’ I said ‘No, cor-
porate,’ so they gave me the math table,” she 
laughed. “They really started to say, ‘Cari, you 
know, not everybody is like this with kids. 
You’re very patient.’”

As a result, she eventually returned to school 
to earn her teaching degree. 

“It was definitely a pay cut,” she said. “How-
ever, I went back to school at 37 and became 
a teacher. I’ve been doing it for 25 years, and I 
never looked back.”

Loyola, who previously served in the U.S. 
military and currently works as an attorney, said 
she was encouraged to run “because a teacher 
asked me to.” She added, “My husband recently 
retired from the Army. We’ve lived in a lot of 
places … and since we’ve made this our perma-
nent home, I figured I needed to serve here as 
well. So when asked, I was called to duty.”

Concerns About Fiscal Management
All three candidates raised concerns about 

the district’s budgeting and spending priorities. 
Loyola, who previously worked in accounting 
for the Department of Defense, said she wanted 
to apply her fiscal experience locally. 

“I reduced our overall debt by hundreds of 
millions of dollars,” Loyola said. “We need to 
know where all of our money’s going, down to 
the pencil level.”

Continuing, she said the district’s spending 
has not aligned with student outcomes. 

“We currently have a little over 2,100 students 
in the district, and it used to be well over 3,000,” 
he noted. “Our teacher pay is at the median 
or above even though we haven’t reduced our 

number of teachers.” 
“I think we handle our teachers pretty well,” 

he said. “I’m more worried about where our 
performance is and where our money is going.”

Duksa echoed concerns about budget trans-
parency, saying, “When there’s a promise of 
teachers getting raises, and it’s the administra-
tion that gets raised instead, we find that’s a 
problem.”

Duijou, who has lived in Colchester for nearly 
40 years, said the community “was rolling very 
progressively, but responsibly” when she first 
moved to town with her husband – the late Jeff 
Duigou, who was planning a run for first select-
man when he suddenly died in July.

 “We said we want to retire here,” she recalled. 
“But we also want our town to be run well.”

Declining Student Performance
Duksa pointed to declining math and reading 

scores as a major motivator for her candidacy. 
“I am passionate …  that the math scores 

and the English scores have to be a top priority 
in our schools,” she said. “I think they’re quite 
lacking, and it’s kind of scary.”

Loyola presented performance data during 
the interview with the Rivereast and said, “Ev-
eryone keeps blaming it on COVID, but it’s been 
a while since COVID. We should have been able 
to see some increases… but we’re not really see-
ing much of an increase.”

Calls for Transparency and Community 
Trust

Transparency emerged as a central theme 
for all three candidates. Duijou said the three 
were “livid when we found out that [the current 
BOE] had written a program to have our school 
become a magnet school with no communica-
tion to the citizens in our town and no commu-
nication to the parents.”

Duksa said the lack of communication about 
the same proposal was “the clincher for me to 
run for the Board of Education.” She recalled 
learning about the controversial – and ultimate-
ly scrapped – magnet school plan last fall, when 
returning home after Thanksgiving. 

“Everybody’s on break… and you find out 
that the process of getting the magnet school 
through was very far along. And you’re like, 
‘What is going on?’”

The candidates said they would advocate for 
open communication between the BOE, par-
ents and other local boards. “We want to be ap-
proachable,” said Loyola. “We want to hear what 
their concerns are, and we want to be able to 
help.”

Duksa added that transparency should ex-
tend to public participation. “We need to forget 
about shutting mics off of citizens,” she said, ref-
erencing a past meeting where a resident’s com-
ments were cut short. “That was ludicrous.”

Loyola added that the group would also push 
for detailed financial reporting. “We want to 
make sure that the regular monthly accounting 
is down to the pencil level … that all that infor-
mation is open to the public,” she said.

Outlining Priorities
Each candidate identified ways to improve 

collaboration and student support. 
“Truly successful school districts have in-

volvement from parents and involvement from 
the community,” Loyola said. “They all work to-
gether, and you can’t just focus on one.”

Duijou emphasized the importance of com-
munity trust. “A more informed citizenry is 
much more loyal to their volunteers and their 
governance because they appreciate that you 
respected them enough to share that informa-
tion,” she said.

The candidates said they also hope to address 
absenteeism and afterschool access. “One of the 
problems I had with my students in the school 
system is I could not allow her to really partake 
in after school sports,” Duksa said. “Why? Be-
cause there’s no after school transportation.”

Shared Commitment
Though each woman brings different exper-

tise, they said they work well together as a team. 
“We have a teacher, accountant and lawyer, 

a business owner, veteran and coach, and you 
know, all of us are parents,” Duska commented. 
“We’re like a well-oiled machine.”

Loyola added, “We need to be able to have 
those hard conversations in a civil manner and 
be a good example to the kids.” 

Duijou agreed. “We’re caring about our com-
munity because we live here,” she said. “And I 
think if we want to see it grow and thrive, it’s 
going to take some new people.”

From the start of the conversation, all three 
candidates emphasized that their campaign 
is not about partisanship, but about trust and 
transparency in the school system.

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
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Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
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Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
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Foreign Exchange Program Volunteers Needed 
Rotary is seeking volunteers from across 

the community to participate in the Rotary 
Youth Exchange Program. The Rotary is look-
ing for students ages 15–18 who want to study 
abroad, as well as families interested in host-
ing an exchange student here at home.

Applications are open now for both long-
term academic year exchanges and short-
term summer exchanges. Opportunities are 
available in 19 European countries, six Asian 
countries, seven South American countries, as 
well as Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and 
Mexico. The earlier you apply, the better your 

placement options. Learn more and apply at 
www.exchangestudent.org

Also, Rotary is seeking host families for 
students arriving in East Hampton this year 
and in both Colchester and East Hampton 
in future years. Host families provide room 
and board for a defined period and, in re-
turn, build a lasting bond with a student from 
abroad. The host family application is always 
open at www.exchangestudent.org.

For more information, email youthex-
change7980@gmail.com.

Election Day is Coming
Voting in the Nov. 4 municipal election will 

begin soon, so there is some information the 
town clerk’s office is passing along.

Registration: All U.S. citizens who are reg-
istered can participate in voting. To register 
or to check your voter registration status, visit 
tinyurl.com/zs2k9vy8. ID requirements are at 
tinyurl.com/2y5zmcc8.

Oct. 17 is the last day to register, both in per-
son and by mail. The registrar of voters will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. for in-person reg-
istration. All mail-in voter registration applica-
tions must be received or postmarked by this 
date in order to be accepted. The Online Voter 
Registration System will also close on this date 
at 11:59 p.m.

Same-day registration (SDR) will also be 
available at the early voting location during the 
early voting period (Oct. 20-Nov. 2). 

Nov. 3 is the deadline for admitting those 
seeking to vote in the election whose qualifica-
tion as to age, citizenship, or residence was at-
tained on or after Oct. 17. The registrar of vot-
ers and town clerk’s office will be open that day 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
On Nov. 4, SDR will be available at Town Hall 

from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Voting Locations: Absentee voting will take 

place through Nov. 3 at the town clerk’s office at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. For absentee bal-
lot information, visit tinyurl.com/m597nnxs.

Early voting will take place in Room 1 at 
Town Hall from Oct. 20-Nov. 2. Hours are 10 
a.m.- 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 20-Monday, Oct. 27 
(including Saturday and Sunday); 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 28, and Thursday, Oct. 30; and 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 29, Friday, Oct. 31, 
Saturday, Nov. 1, and Sunday, Nov. 2. 

On Election Day itself, Tuesday, Nov. 4, vot-
ing will take place from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. District 
1 votes at Town Hall Room 1; District 2 votes 
at Abundant Life Church, 85 Skinner Rd.; and 
District 3 votes at Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich 
Ave. SDR and voting will be in the town clerk’s 
office.

For further information visit www.colches-
terct.gov or call the registrar of voters at 860-
537-7204 or the town clerk at 860-537-7215.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or to register, call 860-
537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day, 
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals 
(12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost 
is $6,499 per person for double occupancy, 
if booked before Feb. 26, 2026. This is a small 
group tour (only 24 people in total on the tour) 
so space is limited. There will be a trip presenta-
tion at the Colchester Senior Center on Mon-
day, Nov. 17; no registration required. For more 
information visit https://gateway.gocollette.

com/link/1346389.
Newport Playhouse – A Twisted Christmas 

Carol: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 9:15 a.m. A Twisted 
Christmas Carol is a Texas spoof of Charles 
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. It’s Christ-
mas Eve in a small west Texas town, and can-
tankerous barbecue joint owner Buford John-
son is visited in a dream by ex-business partner 
Hank Walker, who takes Buford on a journey 
like Scrooge’s. The cost is $160 per person and 
includes a huge buffet dinner and cabaret style 
performances. Space is limited. 

Discover the Canadian Maritimes Coastal 
Wonders: May 23-June 2, 2026. This 11-day, 
10-night trip includes airfare, hotels and meals 
(10 breakfasts, two lunches and four dinners). 
Cost is $4,299 per person for double occupancy, 
if booked before Nov. 23. For more information 
or to register for this trip, visit gateway.gocol-
lette.com/link/1346736.

Veterans Military Honor Squad
When a veteran passes away the family can 

request military honors by providing evidence 
of military service to the funeral home. The 
Connecticut National Guard will coordinate to 
insure the participation of its members and lo-
cal volunteer organizations at the funeral honors 
ceremony. Military funeral honors have been a 
tradition in the United States military since its 
earliest days. Currently, both federal law and 
state statutes direct the provision of such honors 
to qualified veterans of the US Armed Forces.

One volunteer service organization that aids 
in providing “military honors” is the Colches-
ter Veterans Honor Guard. It was established in 
2004 in association with the Connecticut Na-
tional Guard to provide military funeral hon-
ors for veteran’s families and friends. Since its 
formation, the Colchester unit has performed 

at more than 2,700 honor ceremonies. In 2024, 
they participated in over 225 military honors 
ceremonies.

The 20-member unit is actively looking for 
veterans to become members, so that we can 
continue to provide funeral honors to all de-
ceased veterans. The Honor Guard meets the 
first and third Tuesday of every month from 7-8 
p.m. in the Veterans Room of the “Old” Col-
chester Senior Center at 95 Norwich Ave. The 
next meeting is Oct. 21.

Most funeral honors are performed between 
9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday to Saturday. If you 
are a veteran that can give a few hours during 
the week or on weekends, you are welcome to 
stop by the next meeting. Contact Al Letendre 
at 860-537-6516 or letendrej@sbcglobal.net for 
more information.

Upcoming Programs at Library
Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-

wood Ave., has announced the following pro-
grams. For full descriptions, call 860-537-5752 
(Adult Department), 860-537-7201 (Children’s 
Department), or visit www.craginlibrary.org. 
Registration is required for all programs un-
less noted. All programs are free and sponsored 
by Friends of Cragin Memorial Library.

 Fall Storytime Session: Runs through Nov. 
20. Mondays: Mother Goose Storytime, 10:30 
a.m., Ages 2 – 5; Tuesdays: Play With Me, 10:30 
a.m. (5 Sessions run 10/21-11/18, no program 
11/11), Ages 12 – 36 months; Lego/Duplo Chal-

lenges, 6 p.m., family program – no registration 
required; Wednesdays: Baby Storytime, 10:30 
a.m., Ages up to 12 months; Thursdays: Tod-
dler Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Ages 3 – 5; Story & 
a Craft, 5 p.m., for children and their caregiv-
ers -- no registration required; Fridays: Sensory 
Table (Runs year-round regardless of storytime 
sessions), 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Teen Subscription Book Boxes: First Mon-
day of the month. Registration is required. For 
those going into grades 6-12. Stop by the Adult 
Circulation Desk or call 860-537-5752 to regis-
ter.  

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. For full 
program descriptions and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Oct. 20: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 10:30 
a.m., Senior Spotlight; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 
a.m.-noon, fitness orientation by appointment; 
12:30 Mah Jongg; 12:30 p.m., Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Oct. 21: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Holiday Fair Ear-
rings Class #1; 10:30 a.m., Book Club; 12:30 
p.m., In the Know, Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole; 
1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, Oct. 22: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology 
by Appointment; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand 
and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be Fit; 11 a.m., 
Cookie Food Demo; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming. 

Thursday, Oct. 23: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m.; Yoga; 

noon, Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair 
Massage by appointment; 12:30 p.m., Domi-
noes, Fall Gnome Wreath; 1 p.m., Knit & Cro-
chet; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.

Friday, Oct. 24: 9 a.m., Social Service Hour, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:30 a.m., 
Lunch Bunch; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Upcoming Events: Unleash Your Joy Us-
ing Social Media Mindfully: Monday, Oct. 27, 
10:30 a.m. Learn ways to mindfully engage in 
social media and learn to balance usage to add 
more joy into your life. This is a free program. 

Annual Halloween Pizza and Costume 
Party: Friday, Oct. 31, 11:30 a.m. Engage in 
traditional Halloween festivities, including a 
costume parade and contest, as well as new Hal-
loween games. The festivities will be followed 
by a lunch of pizza, garden salad, choice of soda 
or bottled water, and delicious spooky desserts. 
Costumes are encouraged but not required. 
Tickets are $6 if you wear a costume and $7 if 
you do not. Tickets are on sale through Friday, 
Oct. 24, or until sold out. 

Snowflake Bazaar… Jutta Arena of Tastefully Simple, shown here, will be one of the 
many vendors and crafters present at the annual Snowflake Bazaar Saturday, Nov. 1, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Markham Meadows Campground in East Hampton, located 
at 9 Markham Road, off Tartia Road from Route 16. Sponsored by the Westchester 
Congregational Church, the bazaar will offer the famous Cookies by the Pound, ar-
tisans, a variety of vendors and crafters, raffles, lunch and more. All proceeds benefit 
the church. 

Parks & Rec News & Notes

Youth Football Recap
The Colchester Cougars youth football 

squads were in action last weekend. Here is how 
they fared:

Peewees: Had their first victory of the sea-
son, a shutout over Plainfield. The Cougars 
had a huge 4th down stop to end the game. The 
Martin brothers matched each other on differ-
ent sides of the ball. As Jacob came away with 
a long run for the game’s first touchdown, Wil-
liam had several forced fumbles and tackles for 
loss. The Peewees are part of a developmental 
level of football.  

Micros: Lost to the Plainfield Panthers, 25-
6. The defense was able to stop Plainfield from 
scoring in the second half. The offense was able 
to find the end zone with hard runs for Sully 

King, Colton Goodwin leading to 6 points from 
Ryker Mathews. The Micros will now look for-
ward to Ellington this weekend. 

Juniors: Were outmatched by Plainfield. The 
team is starting to get healthy again and back to 
full strength with personnel, but now the focus 
is on learning the new playbook, the coaches 
said. The biggest impact on the results of Sat-
urday’s game was one player for Plainfield that 
the Cougars just couldn’t find an answer for of-
fensively or defensively.

Seniors: Lost, 14-12. All of the seniors played 
great and worked together as a team even more 
so after a couple of big players went down in the 
game, the coaches said.

Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, Oct. 17, 6-8 p.m., at 
Colchester Senior Center. How fast can you 
complete a puzzle? Register as a team or single 
(Parks and Rec. will pair you up with others). 
All teams get the same puzzle and the first one 
to finish wins a prize. Each team gets to bring 
the puzzle home. Up to 10 teams will compete 
to complete the same puzzle. No more than four 
people per team; but only one person has to reg-
ister for their team. Children can be included on 
a team, but there must be at least two adults on 
each team. Bring your own snacks and get ready 
for some fun!

Trunk or Treat: Saturday, Oct. 25 (rain date 
Sun., Oct. 26) at the Bacon Academy parking 
lot. Bring your decorated trunks. Register today 
to decorate your car/truck “trunk” with a Hal-
loween theme and hand out candy to the trick-
or-treaters. Register by Oct. 23; limited to the 
first 50 trunks. There is no fee to register. 

How it works: Arrive on 10/25 at Bacon 
Academy between 2-2:2:30 p.m. You will be 
shown where to park, then you will set up your 
display by 3 p.m. From 3-4 p.m. the event will 
be sensory-friendly; keep your decorations 
quiet, with no flashing lights. The public will 
attend between 4 and 7 p.m. with DJ Montez. 
You can turn on decorations; flashing lights 
are ok. Please remember that you will need to 

remain in your parked location for the entire 
event. Note: only candy can be distributed, and 
trucks should be decorated with family themes 
in mind. 

For trick-or-treaters, admission is two bags 
of unopened candy per child. The candy that 
is collected will be distributed to the trunks to 
hand out to the trick-or-treaters. This event is 
a free, family event that relies on donations of 
candy to provide the opportunity to trick or 
treat. The candy will be collected before you are 
admitted to the event. Please carpool, if pos-
sible; the parking lot will fill up.

‘Ghost Run’ Half Marathon: Saturday, Nov. 
1, starting at 9 a.m. in Hebron. The parks and 
recreation departments of Hebron, Colchester 
and East Hampton are collaborating with the 
state Department of Energy and Environmen-
tal Protection to host the 22nd annual Ghost 
Run on the 13.1-mile certified half marathon 
course on the Air Line Trail. Online registra-
tion: runsignup.com/ghostrun.

Earring-Making Class: Wednesdays, Nov. 5 
and 12, at Colchester Senior Center, for aged 5 
and up. Using paint, foam stamps, collage pa-
pers and foils, create mini paper collages that 
will be combined with a textured metal frame 
of aluminum, brass or copper and embellished 
with various beads and findings to create one-
of-a-kind pierced dangle earrings. Each partici-
pant will leave with at least two complete pairs 
of earrings. You will work with small pieces and 
mini beading tools. Fee is $45 for residents, $50 
for non-residents. A minimum of five people is 
needed to run the class, with a maximum of 16. 
Instructor is Jodi Savage.
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CLT Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events, and all are invit-
ed. For more information on any of the events, 
to register, or for info on CLT in general, visit 
colchesterlandtrust.org. 

Outdoor Classroom Grand Opening!: Sun-
day, Oct. 26, 1-3 p.m., at Bulkeley Hill Preserve, 
247 Bulkeley Hill Rd. This free, all-ages, dog-
friendly event will feature light bites and treats, 
an outdoor classroom tour, and guest speakers. 
Learn how the Outdoor Classroom will benefit 
Colchester and the surrounding communities 
in education, conservation efforts, and local or-
ganizations. This event is not stroller-friendly. 
trails are not groomed and have rocks and roots 
and wet areas. Advanced registration strongly 
suggested. Wear appropriate footwear and 
clothing for the weather and terrain. Dogs must 
be leashed, and bring waste bags to dispose of 
off property. 

Directions: From Rt 16/Middletown Road in 
Colchester, turn on Bulkeley Hill Road follow 
approx. 2 miles to Bulkeley Hill Preserve. The 
wood sign post and the entrance to the gravel 
parking lot will be on your right. For GPS use 
the mailbox across the street from the lot: 243 
Bulkeley Hill Rd., Colchester.

Halloween Scavenger Hunt!: Sunday, Nov. 
2, 2-4 p.m., at the Bulkeley Hill Preserve, 247 
Bulkeley Hill Rd. Hosted by the CLT Youth 
Committee. Registration strongly encouraged. 
On this family-friendly hike through the trails 
of Colchester, you’ll be led on a Halloween-
themed scavenger hunt. As you wander through 
the woods, you’ll visit different stations where 
you’ll collect candy, stamps, and surprises at 
each spooky stop. Costumes are encouraged, 
so come dressed as your favorite ghouls, gob-
lins, or characters for an extra treat. Parents 

must stay with their kids throughout the hike. 
For more information, contact Megan Trujillo 
at meganl.trujillo@gmail.com or 518-526-6882. 

The hike is free to Members of the CLT, $5 
per non-member adult, and free for all chil-
dren under 18. While easy terrain, the hike is 
not stroller-friendly; trails are not groomed and 
have rocks and roots and wet areas. Wear ap-
propriate footwear and clothing for the weather 
and terrain. Bug and tick protection strongly 
suggested.  Dogs (in costume, too!) are welcome 
on leash, but bring waste bags to dispose of off 
property.

Fourteen-Mile Hike of the Goodwin Trail: 
Saturday, Nov. 2, at 9 a.m. Hikers must register 
by Thursday, Oct. 30. Meet at the Chapal Farm 
Preserve parking lot on Route 82 in East Had-
dam; from there, hikers will be transported to 
the eastern end of the trail at Darrow Pond in 
East Lyme. The trail is an easy to moderate hike. 
Approximate duration: five hours. For more 
information, contact Lisa Hageman at lterrill-
hageman@comcast.net or 860-918-1537. 

Please bring adequate water and snacks for 
the hike. No dogs are permitted on the trail. 
Trails are not groomed and have rocks and 
roots and wet areas. Advanced registration is re-
quired. Wear appropriate footwear and clothing 
for the weather and terrain. Bug and tick protec-
tion strongly suggested. 

Directions: The parking lot for Chapal Farm 
Preserve is well-marked and easy to find at 136 
Norwich Salem Rd (Rt 82), East Haddam. It 
is located between the cross streets of Rt 434/
Hopyard Road (near Fox Hopyard Golf Course) 
and Route 156/Hamburg Road. From Colches-
ter, you can take Route 11 S from Lake Hayward 
Road for two miles, then follow Route 11 S to Rt 
82 W in East Haddam. 	

Turkey Basket Drive
Rotary’s Turkey Basket drive is in full swing 

– and donations are sought to help the Rotary 
achieve its goal of providing for those in need. 

Please consider purchasing a turkey leg in any 
amount at the registers at both Noel’s and West-
chester markets. Those who wish to donate by 
check can send to “Honor Rotary,” P.O. Box 775, 
Colchester, CT 06415. 

Correction
In the story “Business Marks One Year of 

Community Building” that ran on page 17 
of the Sept. 26 Rivereast, the names of the 
other agents in the Colchester office of Se-
nior Health and Retirement Services, Tay-
lor Johnson and Michele Swanson, were 
inadvertently omitted. Also, the last name 
of agent Brian Kisner was misspelled.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Tuesday Bible Study: A six-week Bible study 
on Tuesdays for men and women, entitled 
“Changing the Way People Study God’s Word,” 
concludes Oct. 21. The study meets from 10 
a.m.-noon. Instructor: Kevin Baldwin. Book of 
the Bible: 2 Timothy.

Candidates for BOS, BOF Outline Priorities
By Toriana Williams

As Colchester residents prepare to head to the 
polls this Nov. 4, a diverse slate of candidates is 
vying for positions on the Board of Selectmen 
and Board of Finance. Incumbents seeking re-
election and newcomers alike are sharing their 
goals, accomplishments and visions for the 
town, emphasizing financial accountability, in-
frastructure improvements and community en-
gagement.

First Selectman Race
Democrat Bernie Dennler, running for re-

election as first selectman, cited his professional 
and volunteer experience as motivation for ini-
tially running. 

“I ran two years ago because I was concerned 
about the direction of our town,” he said. “I was 
concerned about the level of division in our 
town, and I was also concerned about the way 
our finances were being managed,” he said. 

Dennler emphasized bipartisan collaboration 
and fiscal stewardship, noting that his adminis-
tration has brought in more than $5 million in 
grants to support infrastructure, public safety, 
environmental projects and school building im-
provements without increasing the tax burden. 
He expressed a desire to continue guiding ongo-
ing initiatives to completion, including renova-
tions at the Youth Center, Bacon Academy and 
the former Senior Center building for police 
and veteran use.

Republican John Thomas, a current member 
of the Board of Finance for nearly four years, is 
running for first selectman, and said he is mo-
tivated by concerns over transparency in town 
finances.

“Watching the tax continue to go up for the 
last four years … with the school budget and 
recognizing that the town has no idea where 
their money is being spent,” he said, “I couldn’t 
take that any longer as a taxpaying citizen.”

During his time on the Board of Finance, 
Thomas noted accomplishments including in-
creasing budgets to maintain town infrastruc-
ture, funding tree-trimming projects, adding 
new fire equipment and bringing on a new EMS 
firefighter. 

If elected first selectman, Thomas said he 
hopes to prioritize transparency in town gover-
nance. 

“What we have is a town government that’s 
very good at doing their job but the town knows 
absolutely nothing about where their money is 
going,” he said, citing recent unplanned school 
hires that had significant budget impacts. He 
also emphasized his business experience and 
ability to lead teams efficiently as key qualifica-
tions.

Board of Selectmen
Denise Turner, a Democrat seeking her 

fourth term on the Board of Selectmen, said her 
continued service is rooted in her personal con-
nection to Colchester. 

“Colchester is my home,” Turner said. “I was 
born and raised here, and I just feel like it’s been 
a great opportunity to serve on the policy-mak-
ing board of the town.”

She cited her experience during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic as formative, noting that her 
early terms focused on keeping the town opera-
tional amid uncertainty, while her most recent 
term has allowed her to tackle longer-term proj-
ects.	

Turner highlighted two major priorities for 
the upcoming term: improving local sports 
fields and expanding affordable housing.

“One of the largest, serious concerns that has 
been around since I’ve been on this board has 
been the shape of our sports fields, which is 
something that we’re in the process of working 
on,” she said. 

On housing, Turner explained, “We are in 
need of more affordable housing. I have a lot 
of … young or single people that are in need 
of housing, and there’s not a lot of availability 
here.” 

Turner expressed gratitude to residents for 
supporting her in past elections, emphasizing 
her commitment to the town’s progress.

Republican Tim Vaillancourt is looking to 
swap his current seat on the Board of Finance 
for a spot on the Board of Selectmen, citing a 
desire to focus more on policy than finances. 

“I think I’m much more policy-oriented than 
on the financial side,” he said. “If you’re looking 
for somebody who’s going to ask hard questions 
and demand accountability, I’d appreciate your 
vote.”

Vaillancourt criticized the current board’s ap-
proach to decision-making, arguing that some 
choices, such as giving away an abandoned road 
to enable large-scale development, were made 
without sufficient scrutiny of long-term costs 
for taxpayers. 

Vaillancourt emphasized fiscal accountabil-
ity and affordability as guiding principles, with 
a focus on protecting residents who are finan-
cially vulnerable.

Democrat Rosemary Coyle, who is seeking 
another term on the Board of Selectmen, high-
lighted her extensive experience in public ser-
vice and education. She praised the bipartisan 
collaboration on the board over the past two 
years. 

“Serving the people of our town and working 
with First Selectman Bernie Dennler as well as 
the entire bipartisan Board of Selectmen these 
past two years has been such a pleasure and so 
constructive,” she said. 

Coyle pointed to accomplishments such as 
the new Senior Center, which opened in De-
cember 2024, providing programs and activi-
ties for seniors while creating space for other 
town initiatives. Looking ahead, she hopes to 
see completion of projects including the Bacon 

Academy Athletic Complex, Norton Park im-
provements and sewer and water infrastructure 
upgrades.

Other candidates running for the Board of 
Selectmen include Republicans Art Shilosky 
and Cliff O’Donal, both emphasizing experi-
ence, transparency and collaboration in local 
government. Shilosky, a current board member, 
said he has been serving Colchester for many 
years and is motivated by his love for the town. 
“I’m running for the town. I’m not running for 
me or anything else,” he said. 

O’Donal, a business owner and incumbent, 
stressed working effectively across party lines to 
advance town priorities. “As long as we’re mov-
ing the town forward, I work very well with the 
Democratic members of the current Board of 
Selectmen,” he said.

Board of Finance
For the Board of Finance, Republican Mi-

chael Dubreuil is running for a six-year term. 
A longtime resident and software engineer with 
experience in problem-solving and teamwork, 
Dubreuil highlighted affordability and collabo-
ration as key campaign priorities. He specifi-
cally cited the need to address the aging roof at 
Bacon Academy and stressed the importance of 
routine review of town debt and health reserve 
accounts.

“We have needs and wants in this town,” 
Dubreuil said. “We need a new roof at Bacon 
Academy. … That should have been replaced 
two years ago.” 

Democrat Sean Gillespie is the town trea-
surer, and is running for a seat on the Board 
of Finance. He said his motivation comes from 
gaining insight into the town’s finances during 
his time at Town Hall.

“After spending the past two years at Town 
Hall gaining a clear understanding of the town’s 
financial foundation, I felt motivated to take on 
a role that would allow me to contribute to more 
strategic, long-term decisions,” he said. 

Gillespie emphasized that his experience as 
Colchester’s treasurer, combined with a career 
as an IT architect overseeing large-scale finan-
cial systems and mergers, provides him with the 
skills to make data-driven decisions and ensure 
fiscal responsibility.

If elected, Gillespie said he plans to prioritize 
smart spending and responsible development to 
increase Colchester’s grand list. He pointed to 
recent infrastructure projects funded by state 
grants, including repairs to the town’s water fil-
tration facilities, as examples of cost-effective 
investments that benefit both current residents 
and future growth.

“These projects have directly contributed to 
future growth,” he explained. “We avoided a po-
tential stop order on new construction within 

the water district.” 
Gillespie said he hopes to continue leveraging 

strategic planning and data analysis to maintain 
the town’s financial health and support long-
term development.

Democrat Jillian Vinci is seeking election to 
a full term on the Board of Finance; she was ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy last December. Vinci 
said she was motivated to run by her commit-
ment to both the town and its schools. 

“I am running for the Colchester Board of 
Finance because my husband and I are raising 
two special needs children who attend Col-
chester Public Schools,” she said. “We have seen 
firsthand the incredible support, integrity, and 
knowledge that the teachers, therapists, para-
professionals, administration, and staff bring to 
the classroom every day.”

Vinci emphasized her desire to ensure that 
the town and schools remain well-funded, al-
lowing all children to grow up in a safe and 
stable community.

Vinci stressed she brings more than 25 years 
of experience in the finance industry, specializ-
ing in employee benefits and long-term finan-
cial strategies for businesses across New Eng-
land. She also noted her firsthand experience on 
the finance board itself. 

If elected, Vinci said she will prioritize trans-
parency in town and school spending, ensuring 
residents have access to accurate and complete 
information. She said she also hopes to support 
ongoing projects while keeping them sustain-
able and affordable, focusing on town mainte-
nance, public safety, schools and recreational 
areas to maintain Colchester’s character and 
quality of life.

A few candidates – Democrat Krista Kardys 
and Republican Amber Webster – were un-
available for comment as of press time, though 
all remain on the ballot.

This year’s election in Colchester represents 
a crucial opportunity for residents to shape the 
town’s trajectory on infrastructure, fiscal man-
agement and community programs. As candi-
dates emphasize accountability, collaboration 
and continued service, voters are encouraged to 
consider both experience and priorities when 
making their selections this November.

Election Day is Nov. 4 – and early voting be-
gins Oct. 20.

Collecting for New
Mothers in Need

Knights of Columbus Spellman Council 
6107’s initiative Aid and Support After Pregnan-
cy (ASAP) runs through Oct. 28. The Knights 
will collect supplies for new mothers in need. 

New and gently-used items for babies from 
birth to age 1 will be collected. Some suggested 
items include: diapers, formula, clothing, wipes, 
and toys.  

Donation containers will be placed in the ves-
tibule of the church and at the handicapped-ac-
cessible entrance. Monetary donations are also 
appreciated and those checks should be made 
to KofC Council 6107 and clearly marked for 
ASAP. 

The checks can be given to a member of the 
Council or mailed to KofC Council 6107, P.O. 
Box 46, Colchester, CT 06415. 

Community Baby Shower
The Collaborative for Colchester’s Children 

(C3) will host a free Community Baby Shower 
for Colchester residents who are expecting, 
or have an infant up to three months old, on 
Thursday, Oct. 23, from 6-7:30 p.m., at Cragin 
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave. 

The event will include free gifts, commu-
nity resources, refreshments and games. Fami-
lies should register at ColchesterC3.org.

Coffee House for
Military Members

The next monthly Coffee House for Colches-
ter current and former military members will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 18, from 10:15 a.m.-noon, at 
Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave.

Town residents other than current and for-
mer military members are also invited to this 
particular event to learn about Question, Per-
suade and Refer. QPR is a suicide prevention 
strategy that dispels some of the myths around 
suicide, and provides participants with action 
steps for helping someone they feel may be at 
risk of suicide. 

The workshop is free of charge and does not 
require registration. Call Mary Gura at 860- 
537-2921 with questions or suggestions. 

See More Colchester News, page 25
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 10/31/25.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Obituaries

East Hampton
Monica Lynn Zoldak

Monica Lynn Zoldak, 
53, of New York, N.Y., 
beloved wife of Gary 
Jackiewicz, passed away 
peacefully with family by 
her side on Friday, Oct. 
3, after a courageous and 
graceful nine-year battle 
with cancer. Born Feb. 7, 
1972, in Middletown, she 
was the daughter of Rob-
ert & Michele (Mickey) 
Zoldak of East Hampton.

Monica graduated from Mercy High School 
and received a bachelor’s degree from Cedar 
Crest College in Allentown, Pa. Upon gradua-
tion, she moved to NYC ready to embrace the 
vibrant city, rich culture and life experiences. 
Passionate about the art world, Monica was a 
longstanding member of the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art where you could find her admir-
ing the many exhibits. She was a lifelong seeker 
of knowledge and education, and was an avid 
reader and frequent visitor of The New York 
Public Library. The NYC Marathon was one of 
her favorite days of the year where she’d cheer 
on strangers and friends alike! 

Monica enthusiastically trained for and par-
ticipated in triathlons. Finding excitement and 
always welcoming the challenge, she was de-
termined to be the best that she could be and 
pushed others to do the same. Monica was the 
perfect travel companion and found something 
special in every mile she covered. She and her 
husband found special solace at their upstate 
home in Ghent, N.Y., where she enjoyed cook-
ing, gardening and loved spending time with 
her loved ones. She led her life with a strong 
faith in God and an abundance of hope and 
gratitude. Always finding a reason to be thank-
ful and smiling, even on the toughest days.

Monica was a devoted wife of 25 years, a loving 
stepmother, a fabulous aunt and the best cheer-
leader and supporter we were blessed to have.  
Besides her husband and parents, Monica is 
survived by her devoted, loving sister Denise 
Russell, who never left her bedside, and De-
nise’s children, Karl Austin Drews and Ava 
Michele Russell, all of of Florida, her sister-
cousin Elisha Milton of East Hampton, her 
stepsons Gary P. Jackiewicz, of Florida and 
Paul and wife Tameka Jackiewicz and his chil-
dren Christian and Kiley Rose of Maryland.  
Monica was blessed to have so many aunts, un-
cles, cousins, nieces, nephews and friends who 
meant the world to her, including her close-knit 
Vermont family, Pennsylvania and Colorado 
family, and all of the friends she met along the 
way. The love, warmth and kindness she shared 
with everyone she knew inspired us all. She was 
an incredible woman who was selfless in all as-
pects of life. She will be forever missed. 

On behalf of Monica, the family would like to 
give a special mention and express our utmost 
gratitude to Dr. Laura Libby and Dr. Jeffrey 
Tepler of New York, N.Y., for their exceptional 
care and friendship to Monica. 

A funeral Mass will be held Wednesday, Oct. 

Colchester
Alice Reed

Alice Reed, of Colchester, passed away peace-
fully Wednesday, Oct. 8, with her beloved fam-
ily attentively by her side. She was 88 years old. 
Alice was born in Norwich on July 28, 1937, 
to the late Thomas and Ethel (Taylor) Smith. 
She grew up in Colchester and attended Bacon 
Academy high school. 

As a young mother, Alice worked on the San-
zone family farm, where they lived and raised 
their children. Alice was devoted to her children 
and grandchildren. She took pride in her home 
and loved planting beautiful flower gardens all 
around her yard. Alice was a member of the Col-
chester Federated Church. She was a talented 
crafter with sewing, painting and creating many 
other types of handmade treasures. She also 
loved spending time with her beloved pet, Lilly. 

In 2006, she married the love of her life, Stan-
ley Reed. The couple moved to Zellwood, Fla., 
where they enjoyed retirement. Stanley sadly 
predeceased her in 2016. 

Alice will be tremendously missed but al-
ways remembered with love by her daughter, 
Donna and husband Rob Brown of Colchester; 
her daughter-in-law, Shawna Sanzone of New 
Hampshire; her grandchildren, Robbie and his 
partner Jamie, Samantha and her husband Ste-
phen, Sandy and her husband Rich, April and 
her husband Rex, and Nick; her great-grand-

East Hampton
Lorraine Busque

Lorraine (Ouellette) 
Busque, 92, of East 
Hampton – formerly from 
Andover – passed away at 
home Friday, Oct. 3, with 
her loving family by her 
side. Born and raised in 
East Hartford, where she 
met her loving husband of 
70 years – the late Dale A. 
Busque – they had a beau-
tiful life together, traveling the world and work-
ing hard to achieve remarkable goals. 

Lorraine was a shining star wherever she 
went, whether it be her days in theater, her time 
with the Vintage Glider Association, the work 
she provided for the Andover Historical Society, 
or her time working at the State of Connecticut 
as a personnel officer. The warmth of her smile 
was one of a kind, and with it she carried love 
for all beings.

Lorraine was a loving mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother and will forever be 
missed by her family. Lorraine was predeceased 
by her loving husband, Dale A Busque, and her 
eldest son D. Keith Busque. Surviving are two 
sons and a daughter, Kyle K. Busque and his wife 
Patricia of Vernon, Keven J. Busque and his wife 
Diane of Manchester, Kathryn Busque Neville 
and her husband John Sarnik of East Hampton.

Lorraine leaves behind nine grandchildren: 
Ryan, Michelle, Cassandra, Julie, Kelly, Kacey, 
John, Kyra and Katelyn, and 16 great-grandchil-
dren whom she loved with all her heart. 

The family would like to thank Hannah and 
everyone from Middlesex Health Hospice for 
the dedication, support, and kindness they gave 
while taking care of Lorraine. They would also 
like to thank One Patient at A Time and their 
team of caretakers; especially Aminah, who 
filled Lorraine’s final days with reading, laugh-
ter, and most of all the comfort and dignity she 
deserved. 

The family will have a private memorial ser-
vice for Lorraine.

East Hampton
Edward Michael Rauza

Edward Michael Rauza, 
80 years of age, passed 
into his eternal home in 
heaven Saturday, Oct. 11, 
following a courageous 
battle of two years of 
health issues and eventu-
ally lymphoma. Ed was a 
real trooper and fighter 
through it all. He leaves 
behind his loving, and 
much-loved wife, Mar-
jorie (Bolles) Rauza. Ed leaves behind his Son 
Michael Rauza, and Daughter-in-law Arlene 
(Dionne) Rauza of Somers, and his grandson 
and great source of pride, Gavin Rauza.

Ed was born to John Rauza and Helen (Zbyk) 
Rauza, (later Stero). Ed was a Christian, born 
and raised Catholic. He was an altar boy at St. 
Joseph’s Church in Rockville. Through child-
hood he attended St Joseph’s Catholic School in 
Rockville and graduated from Rockville High 
School. Ed served our country in the Army Na-
tional Guard. The youngest of four children, he 
leaves behind his brother Robert (Martha) Rauza 
of St. Augustine, Fla. Besides his parents, he was 
predeceased by his two sisters, Dorothy (Frank) 
Slisz (later Pacetti), and Marian (Timothy) Jones 
(later Cobb). Ed has numerous nieces and neph-
ews, great nieces and nephews who he loved.

Ed had many jobs beginning from the early 
age of 15. These include the Boston Bakery in 
Rockville working for Louis Walinski, Clyde’s 
Chevrolet in Rockville working for Brad Gill, 
Hamilton Standard where he worked on NASA 
astronaut gear and suits, and Northeast Utili-
ties (NU) as a designer/drafter in Berlin, and 
at Connecticut Yankee Nuclear Power Plant 
in Haddam Neck. Ed retired from NU in 1999 
and held many contractor positions beyond 
that time. Ed has many dear friends and would 
often mention how lucky he had been to work 
with such great folks through his entire work-
ing years. 

When Ed and Margie married on Nov. 3, 
1995, Ed gained another loving family. Ed leaves 
behind Margie’s sisters, Marcia Craddock, Mel-
anie (Rich) Jump, and Mildred (Eric) Heath, 
along with their children and great nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by Margie’s par-
ents, Thomas & Jean Bolles who welcomed Ed 
into the family unconditionally and with great 
love. Ed adored them.

Ed enjoyed photography, old car shows, fall 
fair-going, watching fireworks on the 4th of July, 
and quiet times with Margie. Ed had two favor-
ite vacation locations which he introduced to 
Margie. These were St. Austine, Fla., and Cape 
Ann, Mass. Together they enjoyed many happy 
times in these locations and more recently in 
Maine. 

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, today, Fri-

Colchester
Robert W. Ives

Robert William Ives, 
79, of Enfield, passed 
away Saturday, Sept. 27, at 
Parkway Pavilion Health 
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter in Enfield after a long 
struggle with a head in-
jury and Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Born in Providence, 
R.I., he was the son of the 
late William and Lillian 
(Taylor) Ives.

Robert grew up in and was a longtime resi-
dent of Colchester. He graduated from Bacon 
Academy in 1963, where he was voted class art-
ist, class musician and class clown. Robert was 
a member of the local Fish and Game club in 
Colchester.

Robert was a veteran serving in the United 
States Navy during the Vietnam War. He was an 
exceptional artist, photographer and drummer. 
He specialized in naval photography where he 
travelled extensively taking photos. He also ex-
celled at sign painting.

Robert is survived by his son, Robert V. Ives 
of Northampton, Mass.; two sisters, Marilyn 
Ives Laven of Rotterdam, N.Y., and Barbara 
Barry of Santee, Calif.; five nephews and nieces; 
and many good friends.

Along with his parents, he was predeceased 
by his wife Linda Ives.

The family would like to say a special thank 
you to the staff of Parkway Pavilion Health and 
Rehabilitation Center and to Robert’s hospice 
nurses.

A graveside service will be held Monday, Oct. 
20, at 1 p.m., in the State Veterans Cemetery, 
317 Bow Lane, Middletown, where full military 
honors will be accorded. 

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuneralser-
vice.com.

East Hampton
Sharon Joan Visintainer

Sharon Joan (Warner) 
Visintainer, 84, of East 
Hampton, beloved wife 
of Philip Visintainer, 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family 
Saturday, Oct. 11, in Mid-
dlesex Hospital. Born Feb. 
27, 1941 in Middletown, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Joseph and Alma 
(Comstock) Warner, and 
was raised in Hadlyme until moving at the age 
of 12 to East Hampton. 

Sharon had worked in the banking industry 
as a proofer for many years. She also had been 
employed at Pratt & Whitney, and then in the 
office of Legal Services in Middletown. She and 
Phil were lifelong active members of the Had-
dam Neck Covenant Church in East Hampton, 
where she served as office clerk, treasurer, fi-
nance officer, nursery school teacher, and other 
numerous positions.

Sharon cared most about her family and her 
church. She was a loving and supportive wife 
and mother as well as a loving, devoted friend 
to those who knew her. 

Besides her husband Phil, she is survived by 
her son, Wayne Visintainer of East Hampton; 
her daughter and son-in-law, Dawn and Greg-
ory Stanhope of East Hampton. She was pre-
deceased by her brother, Richard Warner, and 
her two sisters, Ramona Warner and Beverly 
Carlson. 

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 15, at 10 a.m., in the Haddam Neck Cov-
enant Church at 17 Haddam Neck Rd East 
Hampton. Burial will be in Union Hill Cem-
etery at noon. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Haddam Neck Covenant Church 
Music Fund at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., East 
Hampton, CT 06424. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

children, Carter, Colton, Andrew, Ashya, Pat-
rick, Avery, Logan, Jade, and Trista; her great-
great-grandchildren, TJ, Tegan, Remi, Cora, 
and AJ; her brother, Tom Smith of Wilton; dear 
friends, Mike and Lori Mathis of Florida; and 
many extended family members and friends. 

In addition to her husband and parents, she 
was predeceased by her son, Dominick San-
zone; her sister, Myra Ackerman; and her broth-
er, Bob Smith. 

A graveside service will be held Monday, Oct. 
20, at 11 a.m., directly at Linwood Cemetery, 
Colchester.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to 
Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester. 
To write a condolence or share a memory of Al-
ice with the family, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

day, Oct. 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. A funeral ser-
vice will be held at noon, with the Rev. Valarie 
Seaver of Marlborough Congregational Church 
officiating, followed by burial in Lake View 
Cemetery in East Hampton. 

We would like to thank the kind working staff 
at Marlborough Health and Rehab in Marlbor-
ough for their great care and concern. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 
to a charity of your choice, Marlborough Con-
gregational Church, or Masonicare Hospice of 
Wallingford.

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

22, at 1 p.m., at St. Monica’s Church, 413 East 
79th St., New York, NY. A celebration of life 
will be held Saturday, Nov. 15, at 11 a.m., at St. 
Patrick’s Pius X Center, 47 West High St., East 
Hampton. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the East Hampton Public Li-
brary, 105 Main St., #1, East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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Joshua Sylvester
Joshua Sabatino Sylves-

ter, 41, of Mystic, beloved 
son, brother, friend and 
partner, died unexpect-
edly Sunday, Oct. 12. Josh 
was born Oct. 7, 1984, in 
New London.

Growing up, Josh was 
an avid sports star, excel-
ling at soccer and base-
ball. Fond memories in-
clude summer days spent with his sister, brother 
and cousins on golf carts, playing various games 
and swimming. As Josh grew, soccer was a con-
stant staple – he went on to Keene State College 
where he flourished as a varisty freshman play-
er. As we all know, college is not for everyone; 
when Josh realized this he discovered his pas-
sion for all things construction. Carrying on in 
his father’s footsteps, Josh went on to work for 
Pasteryak Paving, B&L Construction and then 
Suchocki and Son Inc. as an equipment opera-
tor. 

But his most treasured part of life was with 
his longtime girlfriend, Andrea Drakos. Meet-
ing in Mystic, it was love at first sight and over 
the years they spent time traveling together, 
playing hockey, cooking many dinners together 
(with Andrea doing the cooking and Josh the 
eating!), going to the beach, and other fun ac-
tivities.

Before Josh went into construction, he spent 
time racing SK modifieds alongside his older 
brother Zach. Together, the two raced at Staf-
ford Motor Speedway, Waterford Speed Bowl 
and New Symrna in Florida.

Josh had an incredibly close-knit group of 
friends that he maintained relationships with, 
no matter where he was living. Together, trips to 
Vegas were had, and countless golf games were 
played. Josh also spent time snowmobiling up 
north with the same group of friends. In Josh’s 
free time, when he wasn’t lending a helpful hand 
or assisting someone with a home project, he 
played on a men’s soccer team at Oakwood in 
Glastonbury, where his legendary footwork was 
put to use.

Josh deeply valued family, friends and time 
spent doing what he loved. He was an incred-
ibly hard worker and a very dedicated person 
to anything he put his mind to. Josh would take 
annual Christmas shopping trips with his sister 
Andrea, where they would get dinner and then 
pick out gifts for their family. He was always a 
regular at family gatherings, with his laughing, 
smiling face highlighting our family functions. 
His lightheartedness and quick ability to laugh 
will be tremendously missed.

Josh is predeceased by his grandparents, Jean 
and Andrew Gasper of Andover, June and Chet 
Worski of Lebanon; grandfather, Anthony Syl-
vester of Hebron; and his uncles Andrew Gas-
per and Douglas Griswold of Andover.

Joshua will be sorely missed by his parents, 
Thomas and Marylin Sylvester of Colchester; 
his siblings, brother Zach Sylvester and sister-in 
law Karen of Lebanon, and sister Andrea Syl-
vester-Parkinson,and brother-in-law Matthew 
of Columbia.

His influencial presence will be missed by his 
nephews, Logan Sylvester, Blake Sylvester and 
Denver Parkinson. He also leaves behind the 
love of his life, Andrea Drakos of Mystic and 
their dog Pearl.

Joshua will be forever missed by family, 
friends and all whose lives he touched.

Calling hours will be Friday, Oct. 24, from 
4-6 p.m., at Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home in 
Colchester. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a 
contribution in Josh’s name to Out of the Dark-
ness Community Walks, at afspwalks.donor-
drive.com/pages/2497.

Obituaries

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

ZONING BOARD of APPEALS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025 -

7:00PM TO 9:00PM
TOWN HALL COMMUNITY ROOM

AND VIA ZOOM
17 SCHOOL DRIVE

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85391324375?pwd=fJYKxWa4Zmk
UJw6vGBouHFcyVjWfLD.1  
Meeting ID: 853 9132 4375
Passcode: 231513
One tap mobile
+13052241968,,85391324375#,,,,*231513# US
+13092053325,,85391324375#,,,,*231513# US
The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hear-
ing on the evening of October 23, 2025 to allow the public the 
opportunity to ask questions and provide input on the following 
application:
#25-14 ZBA APPLICATION OF STEVEN ROCKEFELLER 
SEEKING A VARIANCE
Applicant is seeking relief from Sections 11.2 and 4.1.4 of the 
Andover Zoning regulations to merge lots within the Andover 
Lake District at 45 Lakeside Drive and 47 Lakeside Drive, 
demolish an existing residence on 45 Lakeside Drive, construct 
an addition to 47 Lakeside Drive and construct a workshop.  
The overall proposal intends to decrease rear yard and side 
yard non-conformities that currently exist. It will also require 
front yard and side yard variances for a proposed workshop.
Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comment, 
either verbally or in writing.  
Please contact the Building and Land Use Office a minimum of 
24 hours prior to the hearing date @860.742.7305, X - 4220.
William Desrosiers
Zoning Board of Appeals - Chairperson

2TB 10/10, 10/17

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, October 23, 2025 
at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room 
(2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT. 
Application #25-02: 381 Glastonbury Turnpike. Request for a 
variance from Zoning Regulation Table 3.17.C for the minimum 
distance from the street for a pool with a setback of 50 feet 
where 75 feet is required. Application and property of Alicia and 
Parker Strong.  Assessor’s Map 68, Lot 10-18. Zone R-25.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 7th day of October 2025.
Joan Giesemann, Chair

2TB 10/10, 10/17

LEGAL NOTICE
EAST HAMPTON POLICE 

The East Hampton Police have recovered the following items 
as lost property. If you are the owner of the following property, 
please contact the East Hampton PD at (860) 267-9544 dur-
ing business hours.
Item 1. Laptop
Item 2. Money
Item 3. Headphones
Item 4. Cell phone
Item 5. Key fob
Item 6. Car Keys
Item 7. Knife
Item 8. Key
Item 9. Bicycle 2TB 10/10, 10/17

1TB 10/17

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its October 9, 2025 meeting, the Hebron Conservation 
Commission took the following action:
Petition 2025-10 - Town of Hebron c/o Vanesse Hangen 
Brustlin (VHB), 310 Old Colchester Road, Amston, 06231 - 
Replacement of Bridge (04695) Over Raymond Brook on Old 
Colchester Road – approved, with the following conditions:
1. Town Engineer to review and approve construction submit-
tals including site layout and stockpiling plan.
2. Notify Wetland Agent prior to construction for inspection of 
sedimentation and erosion control measures. 
3. Project will be regularly monitored by the Wetland Agent, 
Town Engineer, third party inspector and Public Works Dept.
4. Hebron Conservation Commission Permit package will be 
incorporated into the Bid and Contract. 
James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For: Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland 
Wetlands Commission
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/52aff5c03615001f277
8b56f372704ec7fca3d7cc9919d58eb103d2ee39f7048

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
At the special meeting on Wednesday, October 8, 2025 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall and via ZOOM, the East Hampton 
Planning and Zoning Commission took the following actions:
Application PZC-25-009: Charles Dutch, White Birch Road, 
Two lot Re-subdivision. Map 30/ Block 65A/ Lot 2 - Approved
PZC-25-008: Cobalt Health Care & Rehab Center, 29 Middle 
Haddam Road, Site Plan Review for Modifying access and 
former conditions of approval regarding “service entrance”. 
Map 01C/ Block 9/ Lot 7 – Approved with Conditions
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman

1TB 10/17

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR  MEETING
THURSDAY,  October 23, 2025

6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 611 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Barbara 
Angelico of 1 School House Lane, Middle Haddam, to install 
36 black solar panels on the south facing roof of her house.
Application 612 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for James 
Fuller of 63 Keighley Pond Road, Middle Haddam, to replace 
19 windows with wood-composite windows.
Application 613 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Barbara 
Angelico of 1 School House Lane, Middle Haddam, to install 
16 black solar panels on the south facing roof on the barn to 
the east of her house.
Application 614 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Dave 
and Allison Carns of 69 Long Hill Road, Middle Haddam, for 
the installation of a three-board, split rail fence of approximate-
ly linear 450 in their backyard.
Application 615 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Andrew 
and Heather Groeper of 8 Bates Drive, Middle Haddam, 
to install fencing from their house to the property line and 
then west to a stream. The fence would include a section of 
stockade fencing and another section of post and rail fencing 
with black wire.
Application 616 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Andrew 
Groeper of 8 Bates Drive, Middle Haddam, to remove and 
replace all siding, 12 windows, three doors and to increase the 
height of the garage doors. 
The foregoing applications are available for public review 
at the East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested 
persons may be heard and written communications will be 
received. 

1TB 10/17

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025 -

7:00PM TO 9:00PM
TOWN HALL COMMUNITY ROOM
IN PERSON and VIA WEB-BASED

PLATFORM (ZOOM)
The Andover Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
public hearing on the evening of October 21, 2025 to allow the 
public the opportunity to ask questions and provide input on the 
following applications:
Application #25-4ZC  Andover Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion proposal to add regulations concerning agriculturally and 
non-agriculturally related public and private agritourism events 
on farm parcels
The full text of the proposed amendment will be available on 
the Town of Andover website. The full text of the proposed 
amendment is also on file in the Town Clerk’s office or from the 
Building and Land Use department.
Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comment, 
either verbally or in writing.  Public access will, upon request, 
be arranged for individuals without access to a computer.  
Please contact the Building and Land Use Office a minimum of 
24 hours prior to the hearing date @860.742.7305, X - 4220.
W. Jed Larson
Planning and Zoning Commission Chairperson

1TB 10/17

Portland
Sylvia I. Archer

Sylvia I. Archer (Fos-
ter), nearly 91, passed 
away Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 
the Water’s Edge Health 
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter in Middletown, after 
a long illness and re-
cent complications with 
COPD.  Sylvia was born 
in Dennysville, Maine, 
the daughter of the late 
Vivian Trott and Carleton 
Foster.  She was married to the late Lynn E. Ar-
cher for nearly 50 years.

Sylvia leaves her son, Gregory Archer and 
his wife Catherine of Portland; a grandson, Mi-
chael Archer and his wife Ashley of Portland 
and their children William and Emily; a grand-
daughter, Cheryl Richards and her husband 
Todd of Waterville, N.Y., and their children Ry-
lynn and Owen; a brother, Dana Foster and his 
late wife Mary and their three children; and a 
brother, Ray Foster and his wife Sarah and their 
two children. She also leaves behind her lov-
ing friend Edward McGann and his daughters 
Deborah Bepko and Donna Bellingham. Sylvia 
was predeceased by her son Terrence D. Archer.

Sylvia loved her kitties, gardening, reading, 
was an avid bird watcher and a super whiz at 
crossword puzzles, but her most favorite times 
were spent with her 4 great grandchildren.

The family offers their most sincere appre-
ciation to all the staff at Water’s Edge for their 
kindness and compassion.

Graveside services were private. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Protectors 
of Animals (where Sylvia adopted her last two 
cats), 144 Main St., Unit O, East Hartford. Web-
site: poainc.org. 

Please visit the Biega Funeral Home at www.
biegafuneralhome.com for an online registry.

MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission, at its meeting on Octo-
ber 2, 2025, took the following action:
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #Z-02-25 – 216 E Hampton Rd (Applicant) 
James Marino Jr Construction LLC (Property Owner) 11 Units 
of Residential Townhouses with conditions
APPLICATION #Z-10-25 – Site Plan Development/Lake 
Overlay – 214+ No Main St, Allen Anthony – Tree removal with 
conditions 
Amendment of Article Six-B of Home Occupations to Permit 
Cottage Food Businesses effective November 1, 2025
Amendment of Article Four Definitions, delete “Lot Area, Mini-
mum Buildable” effective November 1, 2025
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 1TB 10/17

LEGALS

LEGALS

Decades of Impact Gala
Tickets are now available for Historic Bacon 

Academy’s Decades of Impact Gala. 
Pull out your poodle skirts and bobby socks, 

bell-bottoms and tie-dye tops, acid wash jeans 
and shoulder pads, or even your parachute 
pants — and join the Trustees of Bacon Acad-
emy to celebrate the start of the preservation 
and restoration of the iconic landmark school 
building.

The Decades of Impact Gala will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 18, from 7-10 p.m., at St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club in Colchester.

The evening will feature music from across 
the generations, hors d’oeuvres and desserts, si-
lent auction baskets, and a reverse raffle. Guests 

are encouraged to come dressed in outfits that 
reflect their favorite decade.

All proceeds from ticket sales will go directly 
to restoration efforts of Historic Bacon Acad-
emy, thanks to such sponsors as Gano’s Power 
Equipment, Inishmor, Carefree Small Buildings, 
and Liverant & Sons Antiques.

Tickets are $50 per person or $85 for two, and 
include two drink tickets, hors d’oeuvres, des-
sert, and dancing. Purchase your tickets online 
by visiting www.baconacademytrustees.org or 
by emailing sandy.baconacademy@gmail.com 
or calling 860-964-3486. This event is expected 
to sell out, organizers said.

Dot’s Annual Pasta Dinner 
On Sunday, Oct. 26, from 5-7 p.m., the 

Colchester Democrats will host Dot’s Annual 
Pasta Dinner at St. Joseph Polish Society. 

This gathering is the last fundraiser for the 
Democratic Team before municipal elections.  
The event will also raise $250 for the Dot 
Mrowka Scholarship and brings many guests 
from the state and federal level to our town. 

Cost is $20, with kids 10 and under free.  

Many varieties of pasta and dessert will be 
served. See the Colchester Democratic Town 
Committee’s Facebook page or website for 
more information. To purchase tickets in 
advance, please visit secure.anedot.com/col-
chesterdemocrats/donate. 

Tickets will also be available at the door.   
Contact Monica at 860-465-7909 for addi-
tional information.

CCT to Hold Auditions for Musical
Colchester Community Theatre has sched-

uled November auditions for its February 2026 
production of Sister Act through special ar-
rangement with MTI. 

When disco diva Deloris Van Cartier witness-
es a murder, she is put into protective custody in 
the most unexpected of places: a convent! Dis-
guised as a nun, Deloris breathes new life into 
the church’s choir and community, but her new-
found sisterhood puts her directly in the path 
of the gangsters she’s hiding from. Featuring 
original music by Tony- and eight-time Oscar-
winner Alan Menken, Sister Act is a celebration 
of music, friendship, and finding your voice.

Auditions will be held Friday, Nov. 14, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at Bacon Academy High School caf-
eteria, 611 Norwich Ave. Please prepare 32 bars 
of a song in the style of the show (pop, disco, 
soul, or gospel). An accompanist will be provid-
ed. No a cappella or backing tracks please. Sides 
from the show will be available at auditions. All 
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please 
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-

wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief 
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addi-
tional information regarding the musical, please 
visit www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. 
CCT is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 
16+ including BIPOC roles to bring this story to 
life on stage. For more information, email info@
colchestercommunitytheatre.com.

 Show dates for this production are Feb. 13, 14, 
and 15, 2026. Anyone who is unable to attend the 
auditions on the above dates must contact CCT 
before Nov. 13 to make other arrangements.

Annual Fall Market Nov. 1
Colchester Federated Church’s annual Fall 

Market is coming up on Nov. 1, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the church, 60 Main St. 

This fair will showcase over 50 local crafters, 
vendors, farmers and more. In fact, the fair is 
now sold out of vendor space!

Rustic Streats Food Truck will be on site for 
lunch. Take your chances at the raffle table, and 
treat yourself to a sweet treat at the bake sale. 
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

EMPLOYMENT
C
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Colebrook Village at Hebron: 
NOW HIRING! 

Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)
2nd shift- 3 Full Time (32 hours) 

We are seeking family oriented, fun, and dedicated people 
to join our team!  Colebrook Village is a proud community 

and home to Independent, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
Residents. If you are looking for a change and aspire to be 

appreciated for the important, and honorable work you do; reach 
out for more details! Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Meals…

Call Marie DeCoste at 860-801-1114 or email 
mdecoste@colebrookvillage.com

POSITION
WANTED

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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DOG OBEDIENCE CLASS-
ES: starting soon. Offering 
Puppy Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue Dogs 
Need and Want; CGC/Ther­
apy; Agility. Over 25 years 
experience. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-267-
6040. paws-n-heeldogtrain­
ing.com.

PCA NEEDED FOR: wheel­
chair bound female in East 
Hampton. Mon 7:30am-
1:30pm, Thurs 8am-1pm, 
Fri 7:30am-10:30am & Sun 
8am-12pm. Backup coverage 
possible. $22/hr. Please call 
860-267-7012.

THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH: of East Hampton 
is seeking a part-time Ad­
ministrative Assistant to work 
in the Church Office for 10 
hours per week. Respons­
ibilities include welcoming 
visitors to the office, answer­
ing phones. church record 
keeping, assisting with pre­
parations for Sunday worship 
services and other duties as 
needed. The right individual 
must have strong organiza­
tional skills, computer profi­
ciency, and a pleasant, get 
it done attitude! Experience 
with MS Office and Goggle 
Docs is required, and exper­
ience with Breeze CHMS is a 
plus. Please forward resume/
cover letter to Mary DeCour­
sey, marybdec62@gmail.com 
or send to 57 Main St, East 
Hampton, CT 06424.

HOME HEALTH CARE AID 
SEARCHING: for full-time, 
live-in position with elderly. 
Over 19 years’ experience. 
Cooking, bathing, dressing 
and much more. Excellent 
references. 203-815-2690.

 ACROSS
1 Cleopatra's love

___ Antony
5 Zebra feature
9 Rose essence

14 Mixed dish
15 Lena of 

Hollywood
16 Like Erik the Red
17 Shaker contents
19 Wide open
20 Guarantees
21 Musical intervals
23 Request starter
24 "Hahaha," in a 

text
25 NY to RI direc-

tion
26 File menu option
29 Male turkey
31 Calling for 

backup, e.g.
33 Landlord, eg.
36 Prophetic sign
37 Hotel upgrade
39 Type of palm 2 Alda or Hale 32 Magazine 48 Painter Matisse

tree 3 Barbecue fare editions 50 Bridle parts
40 Reacts to pain 4 Newspaper ad 34 Lascivious look 52 ____ of voice
42 Rocker Elvis unit 35 Tooth part 53 Squandered
44 High-speed road 5 Saunter along 38 Diminutive dog 54 Clock face
46 Earliest stage 6 Woe is me! 41 Fine furs 55 Lake near 
47 Greek letter 7 Not a thing 43 Cereal go-with Niagara Falls
49 Ground grain 8 Place in a crypt 45 Holmes' 56 Mail or ship
50 Maze runner 9 Fictional mouse companion 59 "I ___ you one"
51 Political liberal 10 Roman robe 47 Fold
53 In addition 11 Crossings
57 Electrolysis 12 White-barked 

particle tree
58 Card game for 13 "The Morning 

one Show" actress
60 Singer Cara 18 Muse of poetry
61 Wilson of 22 Bridge supports

"Marley & Me" 24 Like Vulcans, 
62 Anagram for notably

"nail" 26 Front of a ship
63 They roll in 27 Oscar-winning 
64 Notable events Malek
65 Musher's 28 Picked from a 

transport lineup
29 African antelope

 DOWN 30 Food, shelter, 
1 Tiny bit etc.

Week of 9/1/25 - 9/7/25 
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4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

RE10-17-25

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

The best way to
predict the future

is to create it.

HOME SELLERS: Here are 
my 4 exclusive benefits you 
won’t get from any other real 
estate agent in CT. 1st, I’m 
a full-service discount bro­
ker. Your total fee, including 
professional photography 
and exposing your home to 
the entire world of real es­
tate, will be either 3% or 4%, 
never more. 2nd, my “Can­
not Fail” marketing system 
usually generates multiple 
offers within several days 
on the market. 3rd, for most 
homes sold, I’ll give you a 
certificate for a 5-day, 4-night 
luxury cruise for 2 with more 
than 100 destinations avail­
able. 4th, your buyer will 
see online that I’m offering 
my “Peace of Mind Guaran­
tee”. If, within 6 months of 
homeownership, you decide 
you no longer want to live 
here, I’ll sell your home for 
free. If they have an interest 
in your home, this intensi­
fies that interest. I’ve sold 
1000+ homes, including in 
your town; I can sell yours. 
Alfonso Carbone; Best Real 
Estate Agents; direct: 860-
798-6095. thepropertypro­
fessor@yahoo.com.

GLASTONBURY OFFICE 
SPACE FOR RENT: Indi­
vidual offices or space up 
to 1,000-1,400 square feet 
suites. Use of conference 
room included. Call 860-633-
3545.

CANDLELIGHT APART-
MENTS, GLASTONBURY: 
RENT NOW, one bedroom 
available, renovated, first 
floor. Rent is currently $1,750 
per month. Includes heat/hot 
water, trash, sewer. Onsite 
storage and assigned park­
ing available. Property is a 
SMOKE FREE Complex. 
Please call via text or cell 
860-913-6723, Office 860-
529-1725.

MARLBOROUGH APART-
MENT FOR RENT: Avail­
able October 1st. Quiet 
area, off the road. 1st floor, 
1 bedroom. No smoking. No 
dogs. Trash/snow removal. 
Heat/electricity not included. 
Washer/dryer hooks ups. 
$1,400/monthly, plus se­
curity deposit, 1st and last 
month’s rent. References. 
Email michaeldaigle39@
gmail.com, 401-489-1869 or 
jesposito0912@gmail.com, 
401-487-2337.

MARLBOROUGH APART-
MENT FOR RENT: in a 
quiet area, off the road. 2nd 
floor, 2 bedrooms. No smok­
ing. Small animals allowed, 
excluding dogs. Trash/
snow removal. Heat/electri­
city not included. Washer/
dryer hooks ups on 1st floor. 
$1,500/monthly, plus security 
deposit, 1st and last month’s 
rent. References. Accepting 
applications. Email michael­
daigle39@gmail.com, 401-
489-1869 or jesposito0912@
gmail.com, 401-487-2337.

SENIOR MALE LOOKING 
FOR: temporary room rental. 
11/1-2/28. Former Glaston­
bury resident returning for 
UCONN basketball season. 
Mike 860-778-9689.

PET TRAINING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
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BUYING COLLECTIONS & 
ACCUMULATIONS, FREE 
Review: Comic Books, Vin­
tage Toys, Sports Cards, 
Adv Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, License 
Plates, Jewelry, Postcards, 
Etc. Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: your ster­
ling silverware, tea set, or any 
item made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the spot. 
I can come to your home or 
meet you at a place of your 
choosing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email dm­
bappraisal@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS: and 
unfinished projects. Contact 
860-216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, jew­
elry, coins, clocks, signs, all 
musical instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, accordi­
ons, vintage electronics, hi-fi 
stereo, amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, tube 
type equipment, plus more. 
1 item or entire estate. Call 
860-707-9350.

WANTED: Individual fire­
arms, collections & estates 
including, military & related 
items. Federally licensed fire­
arms dealer.  Appraisal. Rich­
ard Pleines. 860-663-2214.
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Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

TREE & LANDSCAPING

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR WEEKLY MOWING 

Pruning • Brush Clearing 
Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal

Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jebelandscape.com

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC

Shed Pad InstallsShed Pad Installs
Landscaping & Mulch InstallsLandscaping & Mulch Installs

Lawn MaintenanceLawn Maintenance
860.531.2820

greenvalleyland.com
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now
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611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Now Offering
Shed Pads & Light Excavation R

E9
-1

9-
25

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work 
Mulching • Walkways • Retaining Walls

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts
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Big enough to be 
professional – Small 
enough to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE10-8-21

LAWN MOWING & FALL 
CLEAN-UP: Accepting new 
customers. Prefer Portland 
and East Hampton areas. 
Senior and Vet discounts. 
Free estimates. Call 860-
638-8812.

LAWN MOWING: Profes­
sional, competitive rates. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

TREE SERVICES: Beech 
leaf disease management, 
arborvitae maintenance, 
tree pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting by li­
censed arborists. LaPila Ar­
borists, LLC 860-965-5546.
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SERVICES

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Bulk 
Materials

Lot

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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LAWN & GARDEN REFRESH!
Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:
Premium Screened Top Soil for Lawns & Gardens

plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium 

bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.
Pick it up or have it delivered – 7 days a week! 

— LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM —

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

ABLE MASON & RESTOR
ATION LLC: Chimney built 
and repair. Chimney liner 
& stove installation. Brick, 
block, stone veneer. Pavers, 
patios and sidewalk, retain­
ing wall. All masonry repairs. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 860-
978-2947.

AIR FILTER CHANGES, 
THERMOSTAT REPLACE-
MENT: and minor HVAC 
system changes or upgrades. 
Home and contract services. 
On-call or regular mainte­
nance. Call 203-537-0905 or 
smallhvac123@gmail.com.

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty chimneys 
can burn! Having your chim­
ney cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. Fully 
insured. Dave 860-267-8422.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, caps, dampers, 
flashing, furnace liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experi­
ence as the owner of Glaston­
bury’s local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available. Cleanouts, base­
ments, garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

ELECTRIC STAN LLC: Of­
fering service changes for 
meters and panels. Best price 
offered.  Licensed and In­
sured. License #202454E1. 
860-716-7903.

FALL CLEAN UP: Leaf re­
moval, hedges trimmed, 
mulch, brush removal, gen­
eral property  maintenance. 
Call 860-894-9919.

FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. Free 
estimates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN SO-
LUTION: Restoration, build 
new, assemble of goods, 
paint, driveway coating, 
floors-wood, vinyl, ceramic. 
Refinishing, closet makeover. 
Lic & Ins. 860-989-0600, 860-
904-0158.

GUTTERS CLEANED: LO­
CAL, RELIABLE, RESPON­
SIBLE and PROMPT. Free 
estimates. Best rates. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

IS YOUR RETAINING WALL: 
leaning or bulging? But your 
material still good? We can 
rebuild, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col­
lecting water? But material 
still good? We can re-base, 
re-use your old material and 
save $$$! Dondero Lawn 
Care 860-228-2003.

J & S PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT: Interior/ex­
terior painting, window/door 
installation, vinyl siding inst­
allation and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. Stuc­
co, finish basement, ceramic 
tiles, bathroom, remodeling. 
Building maintenance, fence 
installation. House and office 
cleaning. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: 
All items removed at a rea­
sonable rate. Call for esti­
mate. We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. Josh 
Langdon 48hrs. Cleaning 
Service. 860-922-4621.

L&R GENERAL MASONRY: 
We specialize in perfection. 
We do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chimney re­
pairs. Stone walls, blue stone, 
etc. Fully insured & licensed. 
Call Rino 860-833-6146.

NEED A RELIABLE PLUM
BER: or Home Repair Pro?  
Call Justin – Your Local 
Plumbing & Bath Special­
ist!  From leaky pipes to full 
bathroom makeovers, we do 
it all: Drain cleaning & pipe 
repair; Water heaters, toilets 
& garbage disposals; Kitchen 
sinks & faucets; Tub & show­
er valve replacements; Full & 
partial bath remodels.  Fast. 
Friendly. Affordable.  Free Es­
timates, Licensed & Insured, 
Senior Discounts Available  
Call or Text Justin Today: 
203-440-5496  Quality Work 
You Can Trust!

THE BETTER HOUSEKEEP
ER: Premium cleaning for se­
niors, who value quality and 
trust, because you deserver 
the best.   860-413-2353.

WATER DAMAGED RE-
PAIRS: We find the leak, we 
fix it and all of it’s damage. 
Roofing, siding, sheetrock, 
woodworking, etc. 35 years 
experience. Please call Rene 
at 860-716-2678.

WINDOW CLEANING: Res­
idential, $9 per window inside 
and out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

WOOD FLOORS: Question­
ing whether your wood floors 
really need sanding? Have 
existing surface finish deep 
cleaned, revitalized, with 
a durable acrylic/urethane 
floor finish. The best altern­
ative to the mess, expense 
of sanding. A great afford­
able appearance booster for 
home sellers. Carpets safely 
dry cleaned.  Experienced, 
references, insured. William 
Agostinelli 860-704-8486 
Calls Only

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs

Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading

Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations 

and Clearing
Plowing / Salting 

Dump Runs

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups

Snow Removal/Salting

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-19-25

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
R

E3
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Fall Cleanup

 Customers
Also Curbside
Leaf Removal

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Commercial & Residential – Kyle C. Salamone, Owner
Portland, CT

860-342-0352
www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates
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NOW SCHEDULING
MULCHING SERVICE 

& WEEKLY LAWN 
MOWING

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

FALL RATES!
• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

No Job Too Small!

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-13-23

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff
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RSK Tree Service, LLC

rsktreeservicellc@gmail.com

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 

Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal 

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski – 860-573-1244

GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed & Insured

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER, 
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND

SCHEDULE YOUR FALLSCHEDULE YOUR FALL
LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!

Scalia & Associates, LLC
scaliaf@sbcglobal.net

Landscaping Services.  
Serving your community for 25 years.

(860) 657-4810 C
IT

9-
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Don’t wait.  Don’t wait.  
Call to schedule a Call to schedule a 

FREEFREE estimate estimate

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Licensed & Insured — SINCE 2004 —

• Light Land Clearing • Shed Pads • Trench Work
• Stone Driveways • New Lawns • Light Excavating

• Garden Restorations, Mulching, Trimming
All Types of Landscaping
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

SEALCOATING
Asphalt Repair & Maintenance

Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820

PAVING

C
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CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

Gutter Cleaning

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.& More!

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

SERVICES

G
C

03
25

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

860-632-7283

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 
VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS

Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Our 40th Anniversary!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
E9
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
Now Scheduling for November!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
R

E3
-1

3-
20from dripping faucets to all

your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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General 
Services

Drainage &   
Excavation
Yard Installation  
Paving
Hardscapes
Brush  Mowing
Land Clearing
Tree Service
Horse Area & 
Land Regrading
Snow Plowing

C4
Call or Text

860-912-8817

Dick’s Moving Service, LLC

860-815-7547

Experienced Professional Movers
Specializing in Local Moves,

Apartments, Homes, Single Pieces,
Appliances, etc.

Asst. Living, Conv. Homes, etc.
1-4 items $375

within a 10 mile radius
Call for a Free Estimate
References & Insured
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Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

“Let Us FLoor U”

Floors r Us
Hardwood FLooring

specializing in sanding / Finishing / staining of existing Floors
installation / repairs available – 25 Years experience

License #601216
Fully insured

860-508-2551 C
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local references 
Available

Free estimates
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

HOME IMPROVEMENT

R
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Freshen Up for the Holidays!

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"
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• Interior
• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Light Carpentry
• Light Commercial
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

HOME IMPROVEMENT
STARKEY HOME REMOD-
ELLING: Call today for a free 
estimate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. Roof­
ing, decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, 
framing, carpentry, siding, 
kitchens/baths, basements, 
flooring (tile, hardwood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, etc. 
Locally owned. Licensed/In­
sured. James 860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: Af­
fordable prices. Our prices 
can’t be beat. Patios-walk­
w a y s - s t e p s - w a l l s - c o n ­
crete-chimney-pavers-blue­
stone-drainage-decking and 
more. 35 years’ experience. 
Fully licensed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://mer­
siniv12.wixsite.com/allstar­
masonry. Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

CABINET REFACING: Not 
an overpriced box store or 
franchise. Local company, 
cabinetmakers specializing in 
refacing since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work and 
counter tops. Deal with the 
owner. Wood’n Excellence 
CP#0664648, 860-345-2050.

D&A TILE: Free estimates. 
Licensed and insured. All 
types of tile work, kitchens, 
baths. All work guaranteed. 
16 years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS: 
Handyman, painting, rotted 
wood, framing alterations 
and structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/Text 
Ben Egri 860-712-6257.

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM 
LLC: 35 years of experience 
in all phases of carpentry. 
Some of the services we of­
fer include - Crown molding, 
chair rails, window-seats, 
bookcases, entertainment 
centers, cedar closets, cus­
tom stairs. Pocket doors, in­
terior/exterior doors, radiator 
covers, portocos, mantles. 
Wheelchair ramps, replace­
ment hatchways, replace­
ment windows, sump-pumps. 
Wood decking changed to 
Trex, attic stairs, new kitchen 
and bath. Water damage and 
rot repairs of all kinds such as 
leaky roofs, doors, windows 
or plumbing fixtures. We do 
complete repairs of drywall 
and plaster! We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. 
Call Rene 860-716-2678. 

GUTTER & ROOF CLEAN-
ING: Clogged gutters? Roof 
stains, moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. RELI­
ABLE. AFFORDABLE. In­
sured, #HIC.06517074. Free 
estimates. Text/Call Marc 
860-498-2524.

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish­
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/ operated info@broth­
ershomeimprovementct.com, 
www.BrothersHomeImprove­
mentCT.com 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

J & S MASONRY: Design 
patio, pool patio, Chimney re­
pair. Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. Roofs 
done, veneers done, walk­
ways. Cement, tiles, paving 
and building maintenance. All 
kinds of masonry and home 
repairs. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

MAKE YOUR HOME SHINE: 
KITCHENS ~ BATHROOMS 
~ DECKS. * Expert Crafts­
manship * Licensed & Insured 
* Owner Oversees Every 
Detail. Jacques Building & 
Development Call/Text 860-
918-1401.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
CLEANING: Hand cleaned 
out then rinsed. Starting at 
$125. Insured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

ROOFING: Decks, concrete 
side walks & patio, brick & 
stonework, and more. Li­
censed & insured. Call 860-
894-9919

SERVICES

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

C
IT

6-
19

-2
5

All phases of Painting
Interior/Exterior

Texture Removal & Repair
Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage

Ceiling & Wall
Repair Specialists

860-652-9259  cell 860-324-8544

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
IT

3-
5-

20

FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.368.9486

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
IT

8-
14

-2
5

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

TAG SALES

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

HOME IMPROVEMENT

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
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860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos
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CLEANING
Call for Roof  

Washing Specials!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776
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Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Celebrating

30 Years
of Quality Service!

1995-2025

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 30 Years Experience • 24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured • Commercial/Residential

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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AUTOMOTIVE
TRUCK FOR SALE: 2008 
Ford F-150 XLT 4X4 Super­
cab 5.4L V8, 4-speed Auto 
Tran., AC, Tow Package Fi­
berglass Cap and Bed Liner 
Well maintained, Low mile­
age, Runs great $5500 obo         
Call 860 841-8620.

75% OFF GARAGE SALE: 
Saturday, October 18th, from 
9am-1pm. Bargains & treas­
ures galore on all items from 
several of our previous sales. 
So don’t miss this opportun­
ity for many great deals on a 
variety of stuff for guys, gals, 
& kids at 51 Hope Valley Rd, 
Hebron. R/S, No EBs.

ESTATE/TAG SALE: 93 and 
97 Chestnut Hill Road on 18th 
October 2025 from Morning 9 
am to afternoon 1 pm. Park­
ing on Northview Drive only. 
Antiques, collectibles, house­
wares, kitchen items, toys, 
books and furniture.

ANIMAL SANCTUARY HAR
VEST FAIR: Ray of Light 
Farm, East Haddam, CT. Sat­
urday 10/18, 5-9pm. Auctions, 
food, bar, S’mores fire pit. 
Rayoflightfarm.org for details. 
Also, tag sale, Saturday 10/25 
10:30-1:30, rain or shine. 
Vendors see RayofLightFarm.
org.

LARGE TAG SALE: Sat, 
10/18, 8am-4pm. 85 Hog Hill 
Road, East Hampton. Gam­
ing Electronics, board games, 
dishes, antiques, brand name 
clothing, designer handbags, 
baby items and more!

MOVING SALE: Oct 18th 10-
3. 6 Pearl Lane, Rocky Hill. 
Furniture, small appliances, 
clothing, seasonal items. So­
mething for everyone.

TAG SALE: Friday 10/17 
& Sat 10/18. 8am-3pm. 62 
Coolidge Avenue, Newing­
ton. Household things, books, 
dvd’s, collectibles. Glassware, 
picture frame, small furniture, 
kitchen things.

TAG SALE: Sat, 10/18, 204 
Hog Hill Road, East Hampton. 
9am-3pm. Antiques, collect­
ibles, tools, and much more.

FIREWOOD SEASONED/
SPLIT: hard wood. Full cord 
$285. Half cord $185. De­
livery included to local area. 
Quick delivery. Call 860-633-
5766.

LUND DLX 16’ ALUMINIUM 
BOAT: 2006, side console, 
25HP. Evinrude motor, good 
condition. With 2011 EZ-load 
trailer, very good condition. 
Asking $2,200. Call Jim 860-
267-9957.

END ROLLS OF NEWS-
PRINT: Great for art projects 
, wrapping and packing, table 
coverings for public dinners, 
etc. The Glastonbury Citizen. 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

TAG SALE: Saturday Oct 
18th, 8:00-12:00, season­
al decor, Women’s clothes, 
Christmas, knick knacks, 214 
Star Drive, Rocky Hill.

TOOLS TOOLS TOOLS: sell­
ing yard sale, moving needs 
to go. Games, clothes, fur­
niture, Tools, Festool, Bosch, 
Hitachi, Dewalt, Milwaukee. 
214 Clearfield Rd, Weth­
ersfield. Oct 18th 9a-3p.

BRAZILIAN CLEANING 
SERVICE: Responsible, Bra­
zilian woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very pro­
fessional and punctual. Also 
good with pets. Only text Ana 
Paula 860-477-6035.

CLEANING LADY: Animal 
lover. Traditional work eth­
ic. Detail oriented. Flexible. 
Great references. Call Carol 
at 860-228-0012.

HOUSE CLEANING: Need 
some help to get your home 
clean? I’d be happy to help. 
I have 10+ years of experi­
ence, I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I do 
an amazing job. References 
upon request. Please call 
or text for free estimates. 
ARIANE’ S CLEANING, 860-
331-5309.

iCLEAN   SERVICES, LLC: 
residential, commercial, 
post-construction, one-time 
cleaning. Good references. 
Free estimates. Please call 
860-680-0777.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING :   Them­
arco fc leanw indows. com. 
Since 1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out $15.50, out­
side only $11.50. Text Marc  at 
860-508-0447.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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TRUCKLOAD SALE

422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT 06226Find Us On Facebook 

STORE HOURS
OPEN 7 Days A Week 

From 8 AM - 8 PM 

Scan The QR Code
 To Recieve Our 

Digital Flyer

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. ILLUSTRATIONS ARE FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. Windham 101625  Page 
1

WINDHAM IGA 422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT 06226 PHONE: 860-423-3056  www.windhamiga.com

lb.lb.

$498

90% Ex-Lean90% Ex-Lean
Ground BeefGround Beef
100% Pure Beef100% Pure Beef
No AdditivesNo Additives
Sold In 9 To 10 Lb BagSold In 9 To 10 Lb Bag

lb.lb.
$228

Whole Boneless
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.

$$229898

Whole Pork
Tenderloins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

Whole Genuine
Spareribs
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.

$298
10 To 12 Lb Avg.10 To 12 Lb Avg.

14 To 20 Lb Avg.14 To 20 Lb Avg.

Whole Bone-In
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.

$188

lb.lb.
$$11119898

Whole Sirloin
Steak Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

Whole Beef
Top Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$548
20 To 25 Lb Avg.20 To 25 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.88¢

40 Lb Chicken
Drumsticks
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A 
All NAtural
Sold In 40 Lb Box.

$$225858
lb.lb.

All Sales Are While Supplies Last • We Will Custom Cut & Bulk Wrap All Primals

PRICES EFFECTIVE OCT. 16TH - OCT. 23RD, 2025 
THURS FRI

17
SAT

18
SUN

19
MON

20
TUES

21
WED

22
THURS

23

40 Lb Chicken
Leg Quarters
Fresh 
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

88¢
lb.lb.

$1598

Deutschmacher 
& Kayem 2.5 Lb 
Natural Casing 
Franks

ea.ea. 2.5 lb. Pkg2.5 lb. Pkg

Whole Boneless
Chucks
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

$698
25 To 30 Lb Avg.25 To 30 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.
$648

Whole Beef
Eye Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

5 To 8 Lb Avg.5 To 8 Lb Avg.

$648

Whole Beef
Sirloin Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.
lb.lb.

$$10108888

Beef
Tenderloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

4 To 6 Lb Avg.4 To 6 Lb Avg.lb.lb.

lb.lb.

$698

Whole Boneless
Top Sirloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

14 To 19 Lb Avg.14 To 19 Lb Avg.

Whole New York
Strips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$888
lb.lb. 12 To 16 Lb Avg.12 To 16 Lb Avg.

40 Lb Chicken
Party Wings
Fresh Grade A 
All NAtural 
Sold In 40 Lb Box

$188
lb.lb.

Whole Boneless
Angus Rib Eyes
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$1288
lb.lb. 15 To 20 Lb Avg.15 To 20 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.
$1188

Whole Bone In
Angus Prime Rib
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breast 

$228

$138lb.

40 Lb Bone-In
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

Fresh Whole Boneless
Pork Belly
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

$$339898
lb.lb.lb.lb.

$888

Whole Porterhouse
Steak

100% Pure Beef
No Additives

20 To 25 Lb Avg.20 To 25 Lb Avg.

Fresh Pork
Shoulders
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

$188
lb.lb.10 To 15 Lb Avg.10 To 15 Lb Avg.

16

$138
llb.

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Breasts
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box.

llb.b.

$598

Whole Beef
Brisket
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

12 T12 To 18 Lo 18 Lb Avb Avg.g.

llb.b.

Sold in a 10 Lb Bag

Short Loins
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