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Stay Strong and Balanced This Fall
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269 Main Street, Portland, CT 

Call or visit www.symmetryusa.net to request a visit.

Belltown Man Swimming for a Cause
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton resident Mike Flatley has al-
ways been up for a challenge. When he was 
serving in the Navy in Afghanistan, he rowed 
a million meters on the erg. Last year, he rode 
over 2,500 miles on his bike. This year, though, 
he said he was looking to set a special goal to 
honor both his parents and his 55th birthday. 

Flatley set a goal of swimming 55 train-
ing miles this year, and topping it off with two 
5-mile lake swims, one of them around Lake 
Pocotopaug. His goals? To raise money to fight 
cancer, which led to the deaths of both of his 
parents, and “to inspire people to live their most 
active lives, such as they can have the most time 
available to them with their loved ones.” The 
current Pratt & Whitney employee said he’s 
hoping to raise $5,500 for the American Cancer 
Society,

Flatley said he has always been a dedicated 
athlete, adding that he’s long been motivated by 

something a coach told him when he was a stu-
dent at the United States Naval Academy. 

“He taught us that we only lose physical capa-
bility when we don’t use the physical capability 
we have,” he said, “and that’s stuck with me my 
whole life.”

That zest for living life to its fullest aligns with 
Flatley’s goals of raising money to fight cancer, 
which he said robs people of quality time with 
their loved ones. Having lost his father to pan-
creatic cancer in 2020, and his mother to com-
plications from lung cancer treatment in 2011, 
Flatley has felt the pain cancer can cause to pa-
tients and their families, and he hopes that these 
swims will inspire others to donate to cancer 
research. He is currently fundraising at https://
raiseyourway.donordrive.com/campaigns/
Swim-55-to-Cure-Cancer.

To complete his challenge, Flatley said he 
spent a lot of time in his home pool working to 
complete the 55-mile goal, but the bigger chal-

lenges were the two lake swims: one at Friends 
Lake in upstate New York, and the other closer 
to home, right here at Lake Pocotopaug.

That first lake swim happened in August, and 
clocked in at a little over 1 hour and 56 min, 
while the Lake Pocotopaug swim took place in 
September and latest about 2 hours and 10 min-
utes. 

Solo swims in a lake take some guidance, so 
Flatley had kayakers to guide him (and to be 
there, equipped with a life jacket, just in case of 
an emergency). His kayakers also provided him 
with water and food.

“I eat small orange wedges, because they’re 
easy to kind of pop and they give you a little bit 
of sugar and a little bit of water,” Flatley said, 
“and so after the first two miles, I stopped [to 
have a wedge], and then every mile thereafter I’d 
stop, get a couple wedges. I’d take a quick pause 
and then move forward.”

Hebron Library Addresses 
Youth Behavior Concerns

By Toriana Williams

Things That Go Bump in the Night… Happy Halloween! And beware – the undead 
have checked in at the Lake Terror-Among-Us Manor in Marlborough! 

The Douglas Library of Hebron has long been 
a cornerstone of the community – a gathering 
place for readers, students and families. But in 
recent weeks, the library has faced an unex-
pected challenge that has left staff shaken and 
residents talking: unruly after-school behavior 
from local youth – culminating in what library 
staff have dubbed “the day of the flying frogs.”

Library Director Drusilla Carter recount-
ed the incident during an interview with the 
Rivereast. She said a couple of middle school-
aged boys “thought it would be really funny to 
go catch some frogs down on the stream and 
throw them at some of the other people in the 
library.”

The situation quickly escalated, with startled 
patrons and distressed staff forced to clean up 
what Carter described as the “body parts of said 
wildlife that were left on the carpet afterwards.”

“It was very distressing for all of the staff,” she 
added, noting that several employees are “real 
animal lovers.”

The “flying frogs” episode, as staff now refer 
to it, was one of a series of behavioral problems 
the library has faced from local school students. 
Carter explained that, since RHAM students are 
“not allowed to stay on campus after school,” the 
library has become a de facto gathering spot.

“There aren’t a lot of places for kids to go in 
Hebron after school,” she said. “So a lot of them 
come here, and we get a lot of kids.”

While most young patrons behave responsi-
bly, Carter said a subset has caused recurring 
issues. 

“We’ve had kids who thought that throwing 
furniture was fun. We’ve had issues with kids 
harassing other kids, harassing the staff,” she 
said. “And we deal with those incidents as they 
occur. But throwing frogs was a new one to me.”

Following the reptilian rampage, Carter com-
municated with Andrew Tierney, Hebron’s town 
manager, to address the situation. 

“As a department head, I keep him abreast 
of everything that’s going on,” she said. “I went 
over and chatted with him and he very nicely 
made sure that we had some backup from some 
of the other departments for a bit, just to try to 
remind everyone that there were rules.”

Tierney, in turn, reached out to the RHAM 
school district to coordinate a response. In a let-
ter sent to families, RHAM Superintendent of 
Schools Colin McNamara, explained that the 
district had been asked “to communicate with 
RHAM families about the behavior of second-
ary school-aged children that is happening at 
the Douglas Library of Hebron.”

McNamara’s letter described the reported 
behavior as “inappropriate and destructive,” in-
cluding “harassing staff and other patrons, dis-
turbing parents with young children trying to 
access library resources, throwing and turning 
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Snowflake Bazaar 
Tomorrow!! 

Sat.  Nov. 1,  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Markham Meadows Cpgd. 

9 Markham Rd. East Hampton 

Sponsored by Westchester Congregational  Church 

Artisans & Crafters! 

Our famous  Cookies 
by the pound! 

Sylvina Rollins 

  New England luncheon 
 Many Raffles! 

Bring this coupon for a 
free raffle ticket! 

Crafts & Artisans 

RE11-29-24

Eric VanOstrandEric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

• 401K Rollovers
• Fixed-Indexed Annuities
• Whole Universal Life
• Long Term Care Coverage
• Retirement Solutions & Strategies

RE7-3-25

REMODELING CONTRACTORS

WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS
KITCHENS & BATHS
SIDING & ROOFING

860-682-5509
Locally Owned & Operated • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
RE7-26-24

1234 Huntington Turnpike
Bridgeport, CT 06610

33 Berlin Road
Cromwell, CT 06416

500 Main Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

BRIDGEPORT

CROMWELL

EAST HARTFORD For use only by
adults 21 years of

age and older. 
Keep out of the reach

of children.

DRIVE-THRUNOW OPENIN EASTHARTFORD

You don’t have to go
far to get CRISP.

Keep it local — Crisp Cannabis is right around the corner.
 Whether you’re coming from down the road or across town, our East

Hartford and Cromwell locations are your go-to Central CT dispensaries.
 

Stop in, stock up, and stay cozy this season.

CRISP CANNABIS 

CRISP CANNABIS 

EASTHARTFORD

CROMWELL

84

91

RE10-17-25

NOW IN COLCHESTER

Scan here to schedule 
a consultation today:

 (860) 423-9231 pruelawgroup.com/colchester

When legal matters, we’re here for you:

Eastern
Connecticut’s
Premiere Law Firm

Estate Planning . Estate Settlement & Probate

Elder Law, Title 19 & Conservatorships . Business Law 

Real Estate Law . Personal Injury Law . Litigation . Divorce & Family Law

COLCHESTER – NEW!
167 Lebanon Avenue, Suite B

WILLIMANTIC
720 Main Street

BROOKLYN
7 Putnam Place

COVENTRY
2181 Boston Turnpike

Follow us @pruelawgroup

RE 10-10-25

Holiday Bazaar 
& Artisan Fair

Congregation Kol Haverim, located at 1079 
Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, will hold its annual 
Holiday Bazaar & Artisan Fair Sunday, Nov. 16, 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Buy local and handmade from 30+ artisans. 
There will be the Judaica Gift Shop, specialty 
foods, candles, winter wear, pottery, jewelry 
and more. Also, you can enter to win 30+ raffle 
prizes. 

There will be free parking and free entry. 

Regional • Regional • Regional • Reg
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MARLBOROUGH $299,900

7 CAFFYN DRIVE

SALE PENDING!

MARLBOROUGH $405,000

34 N. MAIN STREET

SOLD!

COLCHESTER $550,000

155 BULL HILL RD

SOLD!

S. GLASTONBURY $499,900

438 FOOTE ROAD

NEW TO MARKET!

MARLBOROUGH $600,000

16 OGDEN LORD ROAD

SOLD!

COLCHESTER  $599,900

19 BIGELOW ROAD

MARLBOROUGH $1,132,000

36 FOX MEADOW

HIGHEST SALE IN MARLBOROUGH 2025!

SALE PENDING!

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

10% Discount on our 
Leaf Protection System! 

Call Today!

Fenced yard. Perfect for 
boats, campers, cars, 

trucks, trailers, etc.
RT 66, Portland

Call 860-836-4489

Outdoor Storage Space 
Available

RE10-10-25
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Tri-County American Legion Baseball
Registration is open for those interested in 

being considered for one of the Tri-County 
American Legion baseball program’s 2026 
summer teams.

Deadline to register is Nov. 15.
Serious players who will be between the 

ages of 12-19 in 2026 – and who have a parent 
residing in Andover, Colchester, East Had-
dam, East Hampton, Hebron, Lebanon and 
Marlborough – are eligible. This includes Lit-
tle League players born before Sept. 1, 2014, 

who could join one of the teams after their 
12U season is complete.

Depending on interest, Tri-County can 
again form teams at all four levels of Ameri-
can Legion (19U, 17U, 15U and 13U), as well 
as teams to compete in Babe Ruth (13U-16U).

 Interested players should register at www.
tclegion.com or contact GM Len Lampugnale 
at Lampugnale@comcast.net or at 860-295-
0437 for more information.

A Day of Fun, Family and Service
On Saturday, Nov. 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 

the Lions clubs of District 23 (Eastern Con-
necticut) will host the Lions Service Carnival at 
Cromwell Town Hall & Library Complex Gym-
nasium, 41 West St., Cromwell.

The carnival invites families to spend Nation-
al Family Volunteer Day engaging in various 
hands-on activities. At each of the 15 exhibitor 
stations, visitors can experience what it means 
to serve – from promoting vision health and en-
vironmental care to supporting mental wellness 
and veterans in need. Pick up a “service pass-
port.” Children can visit stations for “passport 
stamps” and earn a “Service Hero” cape for a 
selfie backdrop and for keeps.

The event will feature RJ and the On the Spot 

Jug Band (audience sing-along and percussion), 
balloon animals, face-painting, and a “Servant 
Hero” selfie backdrop. There will be free lunch 
for up to 75 participants between 11:30 a.m. and 
1 p.m. 

“The Lions Service Carnival brings our com-
munity together in a day of joy and purpose,” 
said Lion Hilary Kumnick. “It’s amazing what 
families can accomplish when they serve side 
by side.”

For updates, message the Lions through the 
District 23C Lions Facebook page.

Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of 

the Week for the week of Oct. 20 – 26:
Breckin Burke - Portland High School 

(Cross-Country): Burke was the runner-up, 
placing second overall, at the Class S state 
championships at Wickham Park in Manchester 
on Oct. 25. Burke, a senior, finished the grueling 
course in 16:50 to place behind only Dominic 
Lombardo of Bolton and ahead of 151 other 
competitors in the field. Burke’s twin brother, 
Hayden Burke, placed fourth overall with a time 
of 16:54 as the Highlanders posted a seventh-
place finish overall as a team.   

Talan Ladyga – Bacon Academy (Soccer): 
Ladyga scored two key goals as the Bobcats 
eliminated Fitch, 3-0, in the quarterfinals of the 
Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) tour-
nament. Ladyga, a senior, was assisted on his 
goals by senior captain Troy Johnson and junior 
Zach Russo. Bacon now opens the state tour-
nament today (Friday, Oct. 31) at Nonnewaug 
High School to take on the Chiefs in the open-
ing round of the Class M tourney at 3 p.m. 

Ellie Ballard - RHAM High School (Cross-
Country): Ballard finished fifth overall at the 
Class M state championships at Wickham Park 

in Manchester on Oct. 25. Ballard, a senior, 
crossed the finish line with a time of 20:10 to 
place ahead of 105 other competitors in her field. 
The Raptors placed fourth overall as a team, fin-
ishing ahead of 11 other teams, as Edith Ranta 
(13th / 21:06), Alyson Margaitis (27th / 22:01), 
Ryan LaVecchia (28th / 22:01), and Jaclyn Cof-
fey (57th / 24:24) also scored for the Raptors.   

Cassie Owocki - East Hampton High School 
(Soccer): Owocki, a sophomore goalie, was 
flawless in net as the Bellringers blanked Mor-
gan, 2-0, in the semifinals of the Shoreline Con-
ference (SLC) on Oct. 25. It marked the ninth 
time this season that East Hampton has held an 
opponent scoreless. Giuliana DonAroma and 
Quinn Rurka provided the offense, each scor-
ing goals thanks to assists from Kota Cloutier 
and Liv Correia. East Hampton now enters the 
Class M state tournament at the No. 2 seed and 
will welcome No. 31 Windham to EHHS today 
(Friday, Oct. 31) for a first-round Halloween 
showdown at 2 p.m.

 To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
It appears that the war is over. 
I refer to my lengthy war against the GDWPTDMH (The Goddamn Woodpecker Trying to 

Destroy My House).
This unprovoked assault began about three years ago when what is apparently an intellectu-

ally challenged woodpecker mistook my humble abode for a rotting tree and decided to peck 
it full of holes. Worse, he invariably launched his attacks in the early morning hours while I 
was trying to sleep.

The culprit as portrayed in my Audubon Guide to birds—which features an impressive 
selection of bird mugshots in living color – was a downy woodpecker. A mere couple of inches 
tall with a little red cap, he looked fairly inoffensive in the picture. But, similar to certain 
pint-sized people, my particular version had an outsized attitude, exemplified in his disdainful 
sneer whenever I chased him away from one of his destructive attacks.

My first response to what would soon evolve into full-scale warfare was pathetically naïve in 
retrospect. Roused from sleep by his jackhammer assault on the side of the house just outside 
my second-story bedroom, I opened the window and politely advised him that a house is 
not a tree; that people live here; and that while I inherited by mother’s fondness for birds, I’d 
appreciate it if he’d leave my house alone and go find himself a nice piece of suet somewhere. 
Clinging to the clapboards, he responded with an irate “gwack” and flew away as I congratu-
lated myself on my superior negotiating skills.

The next morning he was back. And the morning after that. And the morning after that… 
By week’s end, my negotiating approach had evolved from gentlemanly persuasion to profani-
ty-laced threats to tear his wings off and feed his entrails to a rabid possum. All to no avail. He 
was like the Vladimir Putin of the bird world.

Summer came and my tormentor disappeared, much to my relief. But he was back with the 
arrival of fall. He was gone when the snows arrived, but back in the spring. This was his rou-
tine over the next couple of years. I found myself waking up before the alarm each morning, 
nerves on edge as I awaited the jackhammer pounding that announced his arrival.

I comforted myself with the thought that the damn thing can’t live forever. But looking up 
woodpecker lifespans, I found that while the average downy woodpecker in the wild lives an 
average of one to two years, the maximum recorded lifespan is 11 years and “some individuals 
have been known to live up to 15 years.”

Hovering on the edge of a psychotic breakdown, I began to ponder various ways to ensure 
that my sworn enemy’s lifespan would be measured in minutes rather than years. My first 
thought was to simply blow him into next week with a shotgun, but I quickly realized this 
would probably be counterproductive as I already had enough holes in the side of my house. 
I reviewed other lethal solutions such as positioning a hangman’s noose over the hole in 
the siding he liked to pop in and out of. If it worked, I intended to leave his mangy remains 
suspended there as a warning to others foolish enough to try my patience. Well, it didn’t work. 
The bird was too quick, too agile and—like so many diabolical creatures—either not as stupid 
as I first assumed or incredibly lucky.

Undaunted, I spent many satisfying though ultimately unprofitable hours fantasizing about 
redesigning a mouse trap to snap his scrawny little neck. I wondered how I might entice

him into a toaster oven. I found myself drawing doodles of miniature guillotines that could 
be attached to the side of the house.

In the meantime, I discovered (to my horror) that downy woodpeckers, like songbirds in 
general, are protected by federal law. We are not allowed to kill them, despite all provocations. 
Instead, we (the victims!) are encouraged to replace wooden clapboards with armor (alu-
minum siding) or erect nets over the house to keep the birds at a distance. There were other 
“solutions,” most of them equally ridiculous, but none of them permitted the use of lethal force 
on an offending woodpecker. The damn things are allowed more latitude than an underaged 
car thief—which is to say, they’re practically untouchable (except, apparently, you are actually 
allowed to chase a woodpecker without risking a lawsuit, at least for now).

This summer, when I painted the side of the house, I carefully repaired the damage my 
unwelcome visitor had inflicted over previous months. And then, as fall neared, I awaited his 
return. A couple of weeks ago, I awoke to a tentative tap-tap on the side of the house. I got up, 
opened the window and poked my head out to curse him to whatever level of hell it is that evil 
woodpeckers inhabit. There he was, hanging onto the clapboard.

He looked confused.
Before I could begin my usual rant, he fluttered off without a single “gawk” and he hasn’t 

been back since. I’m thinking that maybe my new paint job and meticulous repairs fooled him 
into believing he was at the wrong house. Or maybe he’s aged to the point where he couldn’t 
remember what he came for (I can certainly sympathize with that). No matter. It appears that 
the long war is over and I am victorious.

I’m thinking maybe I should put myself in for some sort of peace prize.
 Jim Hallas

This is it, folks – we’ve made it.
It was a long past few months, as it always 

is, but finally Election Day is here.
Well, almost here. Technically it’s still a few 

days away. But, for our purposes, this is it. The 
end of all the election-related letters to the ed-
itor. The end of all of the candidates’ previews. 
To quote an old southern expression, now it’s 
all over but the shouting.

This year, we mixed things up a little bit; the 
last few weeks we’ve had an early deadline for 
all letters to the editor, which we’ve then stuffed 
into a special second section. Thank you all for 
your cooperation. This week was also the an-
nual “no negative letters” week and thank you 
all for cooperating here too. (Yes, a few letters 
I had to send back for rewrites, but that was 
definitely the exception and not the rule.)

This week, we decided to put a couple of 
letters on page four, just to whet your whistle, 
with the vast majority (oh, and it’s vast, folks) 
coming in that special section – which this 
week is all about the election. Lots of political 
letters, and lots of political ads too.

But don’t discount the main section of the 
paper! There are even more political ads there 

too –as well as election previews and candi-
dates’ profiles for all six of our towns.

In short, after reading this week’s issue, as 
well as the issues of the last couple of weeks, 
you certainly can say you’re an informed voter 
– all ready to go on Tuesday.

Or, before Tuesday, if you wish. Early voting 
is again a part of this year’s election process. It 
started Oct. 20, and continues right through 
the weekend. So, if you don’t want to wait ‘til 
Tuesday, you can head out today, tomorrow or 
Sunday and cast your ballot.

I personally plan on heading out to my ear-
ly voting location at some point this weekend 
and doing my civic duty. I love having this 
option, to be honest. Election Day is always a 
long day at the office (well, due to our produc-
tion schedule, Tuesdays generally always are), 
and usually the last thing I want to do when I 
get out of here is drag myself to the local high 
school and fill out a ballot. 

For me, then, this is a very welcome op-
tion, and I’m glad Connecticut is finally on 
board with it. It’s safe, secure, and convenient. 
I imagine it only enhances the overall voter 
turnout – and that is a very good thing. As I’ve 

often written in this space over the years, the 
more people who participate in a democracy, 
the healthier that democracy is. I like to see 
turnout rates as high as possible.

Ultimately, though, regardless of when you 
vote, the important thing is that you vote. Es-
pecially in these local elections, a matter of 
a few votes can make all the difference in an 
outcome. Don’t be the reason why the person 
you wanted to see win office winds up crying 
in his or her beer next Tuesday night. Get out 
there and vote. 

* * *
In addition to be the last week before Elec-

tion Day, today is also Halloween. And I know 
the drill. Even if you’re a bit too old to go 
trick-or-treating tonight, chances are you’re 
going to wind up with candy. Either you’ll 
have some from the copious amounts of bags 
you have on hand for when the neighborhood 
kids come calling tonight – or when your kids 
get home you’ll perhaps swipe one or two or 
six pieces of candy from their stash.

The bottom line, though, is you’re getting 
candy tonight. Don’t try and pretend you 
won’t. So you may be looking to burn some 
of that sugar off. What better way to do it than 
the annual Ghost Run?

The parks and recreation departments of 
Hebron, Colchester and East Hampton are 
collaborating with the state Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection to host 
this year’s Ghost Run tomorrow morning, 
Nov. 1. 

The 13.1-mile certified half marathon 
course follows the historic Air Line Trail for 
roughly 11 miles. The trail is mostly flat with 
packed stone, gravel, and earthen material.  

Cost is $50 for an individual runner, or 
$100 for a relay team. The event is for runners 
only; no walkers allowed. Also, no dogs are 
allowed either. 

The race begins at Hebron Elementary 
School, located on Route 85. Runners will 
run south on Route 85 for about two miles 
and pick up the Air Line Trail behind Juliano’s 
Pools. The race continues on the Air Line Trail 
through Colchester and into East Hampton. 

At the Trail Head runners will continue on 
the trail to Watrous Street, to Summit Street. 
Follow Summit Street to Center Elementary 
School, where the race will wrap up. And voila! 
You’ve burned off all that chocolate you’re go-
ing to consume tonight. Heck, after running 
13.1 miles you might even wind up burning off 
that fried chicken you had the other day.  

Don’t worry about having to get back to 
your car after you’ve completed that exhaust-
ing run, by the way. Shuttle buses will be 
available for all the runners in each direction.

To sign up for the race, visit runsignup.
com/Race/CT/Hebron/AirLineTrailGhost-
Run. For more information, email the race 
director at esantos@hebronct.com.

* * *
See you next week – and don’t forget to 

vote!

Teens Clean Up… Teens from the Catholic Community of the Good Shepherd 
recently supported their local community by raking leaves for an elderly parish-
ioner. For more information about youth ministry programs go to: www.good-
shepherdct.org/youthministry.
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Sports  Memorabilia Sale 
Featuring baseball cards, posters, 

sport collectibles, and more.

November 15th and 16th
Time - 8am to 2pm

505 William Street, Portland, CT 06480
Drive Up the Gravel Driveway to the Red Warehouse

Phone - 860-342-7331 • Email - aquascapesct@gmail.com
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Members of the public are invited to   

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

State Project No. 0028-0210 
Replacement of Bridge No. 00395, Prospect Hill Road over Route 2

Town of Colchester

Thursday, November 13, 2025, 6 p.m.
Register: portal.ct.gov/DOTCOLCHESTER28-210

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn about the 
proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments concerning the proposed 

improvements. A Q&A session will immediately follow the presentation.

The purpose of the project is to address the structural deficiencies and numerous vehicular strikes 
associated with the existing bridge and provide a new bridge in a State of Good Repair with increased 

vertical clearance over Route 2.

Right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed improvements include easements based 
upon the proposed slope limits.    

Construction is expected to start in Spring 2028, depending on funding, right-of-way acquisition, 
and permits. The estimated cost is $10.25 million with 80% federal funds and 20% state funds.

The public can submit comments and questions during two-week public comment period following 
meeting. Direct comments and questions by Thursday, November 27, 2025, to DOTProject28-210@ct.gov, 

(860) 594-2020, or Christopher Patria at Christopher.Patria@ct.gov or (860) 594-2958.

 ACCESSIBILITY
Non-English language closed captioning will be available on Zoom. The recording will also be posted 

following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.
For limited internet access, call (877) 853-5257 with Meeting ID 874 2147 6649. Project information 

can be mailed within one week by contacting Christopher Patria at Christopher.Patria@ct.gov or (860) 594-2958. 

 For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS). Request 
language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance at (860) 594-2109 at least 

five business days before meeting.
CIT10-31-25

Members of the public are invited to

Vote for Hebron
To the Editor:

I always enjoy the excitement that surrounds 
local elections. The irreplaceable tradition of self-
governance in Connecticut reaches back over 100 
years before the American Revolution to the Fun-
damental Orders of 1639. Among the key princi-
ples found in this remarkable document is that po-
litical power is inherent in the people and it is their 
right to change their government through regular 
elections. Also included are the right to assembly, 
free speech, a free press, and the right to property. 
These rights are what led to the enormous signifi-
cance of the Town Meeting and eventually to the 
right to be an independent nation. In Hebron, 
throughout Connecticut and across the country, 
November brings this historic moment to life.

Watching the pages of the Rivereast Reader’s Fo-
rum fill up in the weeks leading to the election is 
truly watching democracy in action. I particularly 
enjoyed last week’s Letter to the Editor by Hebron 
resident and respected local official Jim Cordier. 
His comments reflect an encouraging view of our 
hometown, “We live here with a yearning to es-
cape life’s fast pace and the rigor and turmoil of 
our times. We treasure our forests, farms, ridge-
lines and streams and places of play, worship and 
work. … We aspire to live in an awesome environ-
ment that nurtures happy, healthy, and productive 
lives for those who live here. Preserving these at-
tributes and priorities remain paramount.” I could 
not agree more with Mr. Cordier’s sentiments and 
his affection for Hebron. I also appreciate his dedi-
cation to preserving Hebron’s environment and 
distinctive rural character.

In this year’s election Hebron residents and 
elected officials have a responsibility to embrace 
the places, history and features that make Hebron 
special. In the weeks, months and years following 
the election, Hebron’s new leaders will be faced 
with many choices and challenges. Our town is 
at a crossroads and we have the opportunity to 
embrace a sustainable future based on education, 
historic preservation, and eco-tourism. I look for-
ward to continued engagement with everyone in 
our community, including old friends and new 
in Town Hall, to find a path forward that will 
preserve and promote the unique environmental 
and historic gem at 17 Kinney Rd. As noted by 
Mr. Cordier, “Preserving these attributes and pri-
orities remain paramount.” For more information, 
please visit Save Hebron Center on Facebook and 
#Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

All About Leadership
To the Editor:

It’s all about leadership. I would be remiss in 
not describing what that means. We need to be 
more detailed in discussing our budgets at BOE 
meetings during the meeting instead of just re-
viewing them. After all, the vast majority of your 
property taxes goes to this budget. Republicans are 
for transparency and will show you where your 
money goes.

Budget accounting is so difficult that the BOE 
can’t get a CPA or business graduate to take the 
job. The board should investigate more into this. 
Do we need to spend $120,000 for this single posi-
tion? We need special BOE meetings about this.

Contracts are difficult as East Hampton com-
petes with our surrounding towns regarding pay 
and raises. At the Town Council it was stated that 
challenging the contractual norms should occur 
at the BOE before presenting them to the TC. As-
suming people will leave East Hampton to work 
elsewhere should be closely scrutinized. There 
should be meetings on that.

Special education has enormous costs but 
should be cost-effective. The protection of our 
educators and others is a priority but we cannot 
just leave someone suffering illness behind. The 
state requires towns spend money for educating 
particular children well into their 20s. Communi-
cating these unique issues with the public should 
reduce the ‘no’ votes against budgets as many fami-
lies have seen these issues themselves. I believe we 
need to have these discussions openly to really 
explain to the public where their money is spent 
and why.

We almost lost the middle school sports. We 
could have had a special meeting of alternatives 
over a $40,000 item. Alternatives should be pre-
sented to the board for consideration to determine 
who or what is being protected over what has been 
proven helps students with autism become more 
socially interactive. Did you know the BOE sup-
ports almost 20% of the student population with 
autism?

Yes, this requires more time and late nights by 
the board. We need to challenge the state norms 
if we really want to be cost-effective and keep our 
children’s time in school interesting and enjoyable 
as well as focused on learning.

Vote Nucifora for a better BOE.
Sal Nucifora – East Hampton

Company Helps Restore Bunker Hill Bridge 

Modern Concrete Pumping, Inc., owned by Andover resident Marcus King, is 
helping complete work on the new Bunker Hill Bridge. Once the project wraps up, 
the road will officially reopen – allowing school buses and local traffic to travel safely 
down Bunker Hill Road for the first time in a very long time.

A long-awaited milestone is taking shape in 
Andover as Modern Concrete Pumping, Inc., 
owned by Andover resident Marcus King, helps 
complete work on the new Bunker Hill Bridge. 
Once the project wraps up, the road will offi-
cially reopen – allowing school buses and local 
traffic to travel safely down Bunker Hill Road 
for the first time in a very long time.

The Bunker Hill Bridge replacement, over-
seen by the state Department of Transporta-
tion, has been a key infrastructure project for 
the town. Modern Concrete Pumping provided 
precision concrete placement for the bridge 
structure, using its advanced pumping equip-
ment and experienced crew to ensure quality 
and efficiency.

The completion of the Bunker Hill Bridge 

will restore full access along Bunker Hill Road, 
improving safety and convenience for residents, 
school buses, and emergency services. 

Modern Concrete Pumping owns a pink 
pump to bring about awareness for breast can-
cer. The company’s special pink concrete pump 
helps raise awareness and funds for breast can-
cer research and support programs. October 
is Breast Cancer Awareness month. A portion 
of proceeds from this pump’s work is donated 
to organizations dedicated to the fight against 
breast cancer.

“Our pink pump is a reminder that there is 
still a fight to be fought for those battle breast 
cancer. We continue to support those causes 
that help those in need,” said King.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Letters continued on page 1 of our 
Special Political Insert
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860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE10-17-25

Family owned & operated (Comes with fries and a drink of your choice)
Offer excludes kids Lobster Roll. Offer expires NOV 30th.

With the purchase 
of TWO PLATTERS 

(Fries & Slaw) for 
both Fried Seafood & 

Seafood Rolls

 You get a FREE 
Kid’s Meal 

FALL SPECIAL

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Private Room Rental Available UpstairsBOOK 
NOW!

Live Music w/Matt Sperzel Thurs. 11/6 & Drink Specials 5-8 p.m.

Call now to pre-order 
your Thanksgiving 

Smoked Turkey 
and Sides! 

 Call Diane Ozmun 
     860-908-9286

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 11/30/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 11/30/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm

DJ every Friday Night from 8 till Close, 
Saturday, 11/1 Karaoke, 8:00pm
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Free Pool

Tuesday & Wednesday

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

$3 Bud Light Drafts 

Thursdays

554 Church St. Amston,CT.

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 

located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 
The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT). For more information, call the 
church office at 860-742-7696, email andover-
ctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.andover-
ctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 
9 a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 

Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van 
comes to the church every other Wednesday 
from 8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the 
opposite Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
Bingo & Baskets: Friday, Nov. 21, cost is 

$12 per person. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m., and the 
game at 6:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Thanksgiving Day, 
Nov. 27. Open to anyone; RSVP preferable. 

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC) is open daily from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
lounge is open for cards, games and puzzles any-
time, and coffee is always on. All are welcome. 
For all senior-related events, call Director Tess 
Grous at 860-798-6862. The center’s monthly 
newsletter is available on the Town of Andover 
website, www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month, ask for Haley at the 
center, at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation 
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by 
the center if interested.

Transportation: Call Linda at 860-498-2326 
to schedule transportation. Provide one week’s 
notice for all requests. All seniors, veterans, and 
disabled are welcome. 

Upcoming Special Events: Transportation 
available for all programs. For full event de-
scriptions, call the senior center or see the on-

line newsletter. And for a listing of all weekly 
programs, see the online newsletter. 

Harvest Parade: Friday, Oct. 31, 1 p.m. Call 
the center to participate or for more details.

Art Class with Kim: Tuesdays, 6-8 p.m., Nov. 
4-25. Fee is $120 for the four classes. 

Food Pantry: Wednesdays, 8 a.m., Nov. 12 
and 26. Foodshare Truck: Wednesdays, Nov. 
5 and 19, 8:30 a.m. Transportation to Andover 
Congregational Church,  both the pantry and 
the truck, is available. For more information on 
other available dates and times please contact 
Joan Soucy at 860-208-3226.

Knitting: Wednesdays, Nov. 5-26, 10:30 a.m. 
Transportation is available. 

Birthday Bingo/Lunch: Wednesday, Nov. 
5, noon. Lunch: Wednesdays, Nov. 12 and 26, 
noon, cost is $5. Bingo/Lunch: Wednesday, 
Nov. 19, noon. This will be a free Friendsgiving 
light lunch with prize bingo to follow. 

Chair Massage with Linda: Wednesdays, 
Nov. 5 and 19, 30-minute appointments avail-
able from 3:30–5:30 p.m. Cost is $32. Sign up by 
calling Linda Derick at 860-655-4409.

Field Trips: Heirloom Market at Comstock 
Ferry: Friday, Nov. 7. UConn Rock & Roll Mu-
seum Exhibition: Friday, Nov. 21. This is free. 

UConn Hearing Class: Monday, Nov. 3, 
noon-1 p.m. The event is free. A licensed audiol-
ogist will be on hand for screenings & cleanings. 
20-minute appointments. Spots are limited. 

Art Display: Artist Kim Desrosiers is our 
highlighted Artist of the Month. Stop by and see 
her work. Call the center if you would like to 
display your work in the upcoming months.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, Nov. 14, Field 
Trip. This is a free intergenerational partner-
ship with Andover Elementary School. Contact 
Grous to participate or for more information.	

Chair Massage with Linda: Wednesdays, 
Nov. 15 and 19; 30-minute appointments are 
available from 3:30–5:30 p.m., cost is $32, call 
Linda Derick to sign up at 860-655-4409.

PAL Program: People Across Lifetimes: This 
intergenerational pen pal program will resume 
Nov. 10. Call Grous for more details. 

Townsend Cemetery
Fall Clean-Up

Residents are asked to remove any personal 
items and decorations from the the Andover 
Townsend Cemetery prior to Saturday, Nov. 15. 

All items found to be in violation of cemetery 
rules and regulations or a hindrance to main-
tenance will be removed. These items include 
pots, shepherd hooks, glass objects, cans and 
any items in front of the stone. Please remove 
and take home any item you plan to use next 
season.

Christmas
Fair & Bake Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 
6, will be hold its annual Christmas Fair & Bake 
Sale on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
There will be vendors, baked goods, and Grand-
ma’s Attic items

If you are a vendor and are interested in rent-
ing a table, they are $20 and include a six-foot 
table and two chairs. Call the church to reserve!

If you have any questions, leave a message at 
the church, at 860-742-7696.

Recreation 
Commission Vacancy

Any Andover elector interested in serving on 
the Recreation Commission for a term ending 
June 30, 2027 should send an email to clee@an-
doverct.org.

Reflective
Address Markers

All are invited to stop by the Andover Volun-
teer Fire Department at 11 School Rd. on Sun-
day, Nov. 2, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The fire depart-
ment will offer reflective home address markers 
for free to Andover Residents. There is a $10 
charge for non-residents. 

The markers can help first responders find 
your home in the event of an emergency.

Your Money Matters
Your Money Matters, a budgeting game expe-

rience, will be held at the Andover Community 
and Senior Center on Wednesday, Nov. 19, from 
6-8 p.m. Students in grades 7-12 and their par-
ents are encouraged to attend.

Led by Rebecca Bentley, assistant director at 
UConn’s One Stop Student Services, this inter-
active game puts students in teams to tackle the 
real-world rollercoaster of monthly income and 
expenses. From rent and groceries to surprise 
car repairs and unexpected bills, participants 
will navigate the twists and turns of financial 
decision-making in a collaborative setting. 

For more information, call the center at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510.

CPR and First Aid Class
All are invited to come learn CPR and first aid 

Sunday, Nov. 2, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Volunteer Fire Department. Cost is $20 for 
CPR or CPR and First Aid. 

Classes include use of training materials, 
CPR for Adult, Child and Infant, AED training, 
choking, first aid and 2-year certification from 
the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required; contact Mindy He-
gener at 860-706-3074.

Donations Sought
for Clothing Sale 

Andover Congregational Church, located at 
359 Route 6 in Andover, will hold a Clothing 
Sale on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
with a bag sale from 1-2 p.m. The church is ac-
cepting donations for this sale. 

Donations can be left on the ramp in back of 
the church or dropped off daily between 3:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m., starting Thursday, Nov. 6. 
Call the church at 860-742-7696 and leave a 
message with your contact information for 
more information.

President’s List
Breana Adams of Andover made the summer 

2025 President’s List at Goodwin University in 
East Hartford.

Dia de los Muertos
All kids are invited to the Andover Public 

Library Saturday, Nov. 1, at 11 a.m., as the li-
brary celebrates Dia de los Muertos (or, The 
Day of the Dead) one day early!

Library Friend Doris Maldonado Mendez 
will have Spanish/English stories and a bin-
go game. All are invited; no RSVP is neces-
sary. The event will be held downstairs in the 
library, and the back door will be unlocked. 

Election Day is Nov. 4
By Toriana Williams

Here are the candidates running for office this 
year:

For Town Clerk: Jayne Jurovaty (D) and Ro-
berta Dougherty (R).

For Board of Finance: Robert T. England 
(D), Nicholas Clark (D), Heather M. Van Cara 
(D), Anna Dzladosz (R), Ronald Langlois (R); 
and Donald Denley (R).

Andover Board of Education: Sharon St. 
Rock (D,R), Michael Beckworth (D), Gerard 
Creme (D) and Marcie Miner (R).

Planning and Zoning Commission: Patrick 
I. Dougherty (D), Leigh Ann Hutchinson (R) 
and Stephen King (R).

Planning and Zoning Alternate: Jay R. Ka-
mins (D) and Beata Gadomski (R).

Zoning Board of Appeals: Michael D. 

Greenhouse (D), Julia A. Haverl (D), Andreas 
Halidis (R) and Adrian Mandeville (R).

Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate: Jeffrey 
C. Ballard (D) and Suzanne Langlois (R).

Board of Fire Commissioners: Scott Yeo-
mans (D) and Shawn Covell (R).

While the Andover Democratic Town Com-
mittee chair Shannon Louden could not be 
reached for comment for this story, Republican 
Town Committee chair Carol Barton could, and 
seemed optimistic as to the GOP’s chances next 
week.

“I think everybody … has a good chance,” 
said Barton. “There’s people that are incum-
bents, and then we’ve got new people on both 
sides of the line, so … it’s all in how the residents 
feel about each of the candidates.”  
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Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton • 860.365.5238

visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events

From our butchers to your plate, 
for a freshness you can taste.

The Dublin...Often Imitated, 
Never Duplicated

RATED TOP 10 
RESTAURANTS!

DINE-IN 
ONLY

Area’s Best Burgers & Wings!

Beef & Seafood Company

Tuesday nights, it’s the
Famous Dublin Prime Rib 

Madness!
Join us for our oven roasted 

Queen Cut Prime Rib
Meal comes with a small side salad...

for just $1000 from 5pm - while it lasts.

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

Located at 8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
(860) 295-9251

Grill open daily til 4pm for Breakfast & 
Lunch - Saturday and Sunday til 3pm.

Pizza Slices Every Weekend!

Sunday Brunch! Stuffed Breads Daily!
Stop in for a catering menu.

RE10-31-25

Try our New
Cream Filled

Donut Sandwiches!

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE10-31-2547 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL Sunday 
Ticket!

10 Wings & Pitcher
of PBR Special

$22.95
During Games

Friday, Oct. 31st Halloween Party
with “Violent Reign” & Costume Contest

Friday, Nov. 7th “Brandt Taylor Band”
Friday, Nov. 14th “Syndicate”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Autumn Afternoon Tea
Andover Congregational Church, located 

at 359 Route 6, will hold an Autumn After-
noon Tea on Saturday, Nov. 1, from 1-3 p.m. 
All are invited.

The tea will include an assortment of teas, 
a basket raffle and homemade delicacies. 
Admission is $10.

Candidates Outline Experience, Goals
By Toriana Williams

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4, and while the 
Board of Selectmen isn’t on the ballot this year, 
two other major town boards – the Board of Fi-
nance and the Board of Education – are, as is the 
Andover portion of the RHAM school board. 

Several of the candidates recently sat down 
with the Rivereast and shared what they hope 
to accomplish if voters next week choose to give 
them the opportunity.

Board of Finance
Democrat Heather M. Van Cara is seeking a 

position on the Board of Finance, and said she 
is driven by a lifelong desire to serve her com-
munity. “I have always wanted to be involved 
and helpful to the town,” she said. “Now that 
my daughter is away at college, I feel like I have 
more time to get involved.”

Van Cara explained that her background 
aligns closely with the board’s responsibilities.

“I chose the Board of Finance given my pro-
fessional background in business, underwriting 
and risk management.” 

If elected, she said, “managing finances is 
always about a balance of meeting day-to-day 
needs and investing in the future. I am inter-
ested in those things that will continue to make 
Andover a great community and wonderful 
place to live as we move forward. We need to be 
solvent and keep the budget balanced.”

Republican Donald Denley, a longtime resi-
dent and community volunteer, is seeking an-
other stint on the Board of Finance – noting 
that he served two terms on the board in the 
early 2000s.

The Army veteran and 30-year resident of 
town added he’s served as an alternate on the 
Inland Wetlands Committee, had two terms 
on the Charter Revision Committee, and also 
served on the committee behind the Andover 
Elementary School building project.

Denley emphasized the importance of civic 
engagement in a small town. 

“We have a small town, and so it’s important 
that the citizens are able to volunteer their time,” 
he said. “I have an interest in keeping the char-
acter of Andover as a sweet, peaceful, friendly, 

little piece of heaven.”
Denley owns The Hungry Tiger Music Club 

& Café in Manchester, and he said his business 
experience gives him a practical perspective. 

“I’m a conservative Republican, so I watch the 
spending,” he said. “My concern in Andover is 
that we’ve seen our taxes go up significantly over 
the last five or six years … I’m trying to just keep 
it affordable so seniors and working families can 
still afford to live in our sweet town.”

Denley added that he values education and 
community. “We have two great schools,” he 
said, referring to the local elementary school 
as well as the RHAM middle and high school 
campus in Hebron. “People move to Andover 
because it affords small class size and learning 
opportunities.”

If elected, Denley stressed people would be 
able to count on him to listen – and also do his 
homework.

“I’ll be a reliable player; I’ll do my research,” 
he said. “The public will always have my ear if 
they have a concern or an opinion.”

Fellow Republican Ronald Langlois, who is 
seeking his first term on the Board of Finance, 
said he hopes to bring “fresh ideas” to the board.

“I’ve been living in town since 2011,” he said. 
“I just retired last fall. I want to give back to the 
town.”

Langlois brings decades of professional expe-
rience to the table. 

“I was a customer service manager dealing 
with all kinds of issues and budgets with emer-
gency services that we have to provide,” he said. 
“We always seemed to be able to accomplish so-
lutions and work them out and get things going.” 

Langlois said he wants to ensure open-mind-
ed, collaborative decision-making. 

“Let’s just listen and see what [everyone has] 
to say,” he said. “It might be better than what I’m 
thinking.”

If elected, Langlois explained he hopes to 
“streamline things a little bit differently.”

“Let’s look at what we’re spending a lot of 
money on and see if that’s what we need to do,” 
he said. “Are we providing the schools with what 

they need? How are the roads? What are we do-
ing now?” 

He added that fiscal efficiency and quality 
services must go hand-in-hand.

Langlois said voters should consider him be-
cause he offers “a new person on the board giv-
ing different opinions on how things could be.” 

He added, “I want to go in with fresh ideas 
just being out of my job and bringing some of 
those ideas into the finance board… to make 
improvements and make people want to come 
to Andover.”

Democrats Nicholas Clark and Robert Eng-
land and Republican Anna Dzladosz were un-
able to be reached for comment for this story.

Board of Education
A long-serving member of the Board of Edu-

cation, Democrat Gerard Cremè is seeking an-
other term. 

“I taught for 18 years in the town of South 
Windsor. I taught fourth and fifth grade, and I 
just love kids,” he said. “I wanted to see them 
being active learners. I wanted them to be cared 
for as I would want my child to be cared for.”

Cremè spoke highly of the people working 
within Andover’s school system. “We have one 
fantastic superintendent – she’s beyond fantas-
tic – and we have a wonderful principal in our 
school,” he said. “The parent involvement is ter-
rific; second to none. It’s a small town with equal 
care, and that’s the nice thing about it.”

Cremè shared that his career in education be-
gan as a classroom volunteer; he “felt at home,” 
he recalled.

“I loved working with the kids,” he said. “I al-
ways felt young.”

Creme also described pride in how the An-
dover school community overcame recent chal-
lenges. 

“[COVID] was a difficult time,” he said. 
“We’ve done a great job and the people of the 
community have been just terrific.” 

He added that the Andover Elementary 
School “feels very welcoming and warm,” de-
scribing it as “something to be said for a town 

elementary school.”
New to politics, unaffiliated Sharon St. Rock 

is running for the Board of Education. She has 
been cross-endorsed, running on both the Re-
publican and Democratic tickets.

“I have been watching the Board of Ed for 
years since my youngest was in kindergarten,” 
she told the Rivereast. “Now I have the time and 
energy to put into it. I just really want to advo-
cate for the kids in my town.”

St. Rock, who has lived in Andover since 
2007, works as a registered nurse specializing in 
school-based health. 

“The last 10 years of my nursing career have 
been focused on school-based health,” she said. 
“I’m a school nurse currently… in a rural town 
about 20 minutes away.”

St. Rock also serves as “the school nurse con-
sultant for the preschool program at AHM in 
Hebron” and participates in “the Eastern Con-
necticut Early Start Collaborative.”

So, she noted, “in my professional career, I’m 
really advocating for kids. It’s sort of what I do.”

If elected, St. Rock said her priorities would 
focus on transparency and communication. 

“What I’ve heard … is the townsfolk really 
have concerns about transparency,” she said. “I 
really want to make sure that we communicate 
with the folks in town about the budget process 
and where the dollars are spent.” 

St. Rock said she hopes to serve as a bridge 
between the school board and residents.

Democrat Michael Beckworth and Republi-
can Marcie Miner were unable to be reached for 
comment for this story.
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HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning

860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com
41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033

ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin
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New Watercolor Classes at Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., will offer a pair of watercolor classes 
on Saturday, Nov. 15.

 The first class will be an Intro to Water-
color class, running from 2-5 p.m. This is a 
class for a beginner or a refresher for a slightly 
more experienced painter. Demonstration of 
watercolor techniques and emphasis on brush 
strokes in painting lemons and leaves from 
reference photos will be a fun way to build 
skills in this medium.

The second class, Watercolor and Illustra-
tion, will be held also on Saturday, Nov. 15, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This class is designed for 
adults with an understanding of basic water-
color techniques and will focus on building 

skills to accomplish a completed painting. Us-
ing graphic illustration, anemones in a vase 
will provide a fun way to learn to paint with 
the tip of a brush.

Both classes are taught by Marika Hahn, an 
illustrator from New York City who creates 
nature inspired art with watercolor. She is a 
graduate of the Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy and has a beautiful and varied portfolio 
including books and magazines. To see ex-
amples of her work go to marikahahn.com.

Each class is $65. To register go to www.
marlborougharts.org. Online registration 
is preferred but mail in is also possible. For 
more information call 860-467-6353.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.   

Nov. 2 is All Saints Sunday. The service will 
include the tolling of the church bell as each 
name is read of those within the church family 
who have died within the past year. The service 
will be led by Seaver and will include an infant 
baptism and Holy Communion. Communion 
is open to all, regardless of church affiliation, 
including children with parental guidance. The 
bread used is gluten-free. Seaver’s sermon title 
is “Angels in the Outfield.” The anthem will be 
performed by the Chancel Choir.  

Bible Study is led by Seaver and meets Thurs-
days at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. upstairs in the lounge. 
All are welcome.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Stretch and Strength for seniors, led by certi-
fied instructor Barbara LeBlanc, is held Fridays 
at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. The 
weekly drop-in fee is $25.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for donations. The next luncheon for Florence 
Lord Housing residents will be Sunday, Nov. 
9. The church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies, will be Sunday, Nov. 30. Free tickets are 
available at the food bank.

Annual Fall Tag Sale will be held rain or 
shine Saturday, Nov. 1 with both the tag sale 
and Second Blessings thrift shop open from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. The Great Hall will feature clothing, 
antiques and collectibles, tools, furniture, sea-
sonal items, housewares, linens, toys and games, 
electronics, and more. 

Community Sing: Friday, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. 
upstairs in the church lounge. Carolyn Brodgin-
ski of Seat of Our Pants invites the community 
to this monthly no-cost sing-along. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on the 
ground floor with easy access from the parking 
lot, is open for sales and donations Fridays from 
noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
The eBay store is open year-round at bit.ly/MC-
Cebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome.  The church 
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will 
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary; people can also donate via a QR code in 
the pew racks or through the church website. 
For more information on the church or its pro-
grams, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, 
email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or 
contact the church office at office@marlcong-
church.org. 

Voting Information
In Marlborough, the general election will be 

held Tuesday, Nov. 4. Voting will be open from 
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

All registered voters in Marlborough are eli-
gible to vote at their polling place on Election 
Day or during Early Voting.

Those who are not yet registered to vote but 
are eligible to do so may register to vote and 
vote via Same Day Registration during Early 
Voting and on Election Day.

Early Voting: Connecticut allows residents to 
vote in person before the election. Early voting 
will be available through Nov. 2 at one location: 
the Town Hall Conference Room, 26 North 
Main St. Please use the main entrance of Town 
Hall. Early voting hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

When you arrive for Early Voting, you will 
check in and be verified as an eligible voter. You 
will then receive your ballot with an envelope. 
You will complete your ballot at a privacy booth 
and seal it in the approved envelope. Before you 
leave, you will place the sealed envelope in the 
secure receptacle as instructed by the election 
officials. Ballots will remain unopened until 
Election Day, Nov. 4.

On Election Day, Nov. 4, voters should go to 
their regular polling location, Marlborough El-
ementary School. Polls will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. To check your voter registration, visit 
the secretary of the state’s website or call the reg-
istrars of voters at 860-295-6166.

On Election Day, Same Day Registration will 

be available in the registrars of voters offices at 
Town Hall.

Absentee Ballots: Connecticut law allows 
voters to receive an absentee ballot if they can-
not appear at their assigned polling place on 
election day because of active service in the mil-
itary, absence from the town, illness, religious 
tenets forbidding secular activity on the day of 
the election, duties as an election official at a 
polling place other than your own during all of 
the hours of voting, or physical disability.

To request an absentee ballot for the Nov. 4th 
election: First, obtain an absentee ballot applica-
tion online, in person, or by mail. A Connecti-
cut-issued DMV ID is required for online appli-
cations. Then, return the completed application 
to the Town Clerk’s Office. The voter will then 
receive an absentee ballot.

Next, cast your vote using the absentee ballot.
Lastly, return the ballot to the town clerk’s of-

fice by 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 4, by USPS mail, 
in person, or deposit it into the secure drop 
boxes located at Town Hall.

For more information, contact the Marl-
borough registrars of voters in Town Hall in 
person: Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or by calling 
at 860-295-6166 or emailing dem-registrar@
marlboroughct.gov or rep-registrar@marlbor-
oughct.gov. You can contact either registrar re-
gardless of your party affiliation. To reach the 
town clerk’s office, call 860-295-6202.

New Grief Share Session Underway
A Grief Share support group will run Tues-

days through Dec. 16, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fel-
lowship Community Church, 24 South Rd. The 
group started Sept. 16.

The group consists of videos and discussion 
sessions, with the last session being a Celebra-
tion of Life to honor your loved one.

Grief Share features nationally recognized 
experts on grief recovery topics. There is a $20 
one-time registration fee, which includes the 
workbook. You will get the workbook at the first 

session. If you have already paid the $20 regis-
tration fee from the previous Grief Share pro-
gram, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or 
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration 
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and 
look for Fellowship Community Church. You 
may register there to see the schedule for the 
sessions and other information pertaining to 
Grief Share.

Vacancies on Town Commissions
Marlborough is seeking residents to serve on 

various town commissions. 
There is full vacancy on the Commission of 

Aging, and there are alternate vacancies on the 
Water Pollution Control Authority and Eco-
nomic Development, Nature Trails & Sidewalk, 
and Commission on Agency commissions

All residents of Marlborough who are regis-
tered to vote are eligible. Interested candidates 
should go to the town website, www.marlbor-
oughct.gov, and type “vacancies” in the search 
bar, click on “Vacancies - Marlborough, CT” 

and then click “application for appointment 
to boards, commissions or committee” for the 
most recent application.

The closing date on applications for vacancies 
is 30 days from the first date that the vacancy is 
posted in the newspaper. In this case, that date 
is today, Oct. 31.

Applications can be dropped off at the Town 
Hall in the Town Clerk’s office or you can mail 
them to: Marlborough Town Hall, Town Man-
ager’s Office, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 
06447.
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
net. Follow the senior center on Facebook at 
Marlborough CT Senior Center. 

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Halloween Party: Oct. 31, noon-2 p.m. 
Come dressed up! There will be games and light 
refreshments. 

Are You Listening?: Thursday, Nov. 13, 11 
a.m.-noon. This free, humorous, active listening 
workshop will be presented by longtime college 
professional Waldemar “Wally” Kostrzewa.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: Billiards: 
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; Bingo: 
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday, 
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30 
p.m.; Chair Massage: Free 15-minute massages 
are offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Appointments required.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session 
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee. 

Not Just Quilters: All skill levels welcome. 
Needleworkers and other handwork crafters 
also welcome. The group meets every Wednes-
day and Friday from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Supplies 
not provided. Bring your own project.

Parkinson’s Exercise: These are specialized 
exercise classes for those living with Parkinson’s 
disease. There is a fee for each class. Visit www.
beatpdtoday.com/class-schedule or call 860-
918-9594 to register and for more information.

Mahjong: Every Wednesday from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. at Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the 
second Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 
p.m. at Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence 
Drive. All skill levels are welcome. There is no 
fee to play, but players use 2025 Mahjong cards, 
which they purchase on their own.

Sweet Picks – Free Bakery Items: Mondays 
and Tuesdays between 8:30 and 9 a.m., local 
grocery stores donate bakery items, such as 
breads and desserts. 

Tap: The center’s tap dance group is open for 
new, experienced members. The group meets 
every Wednesday from 5-6:30 p.m.

Social Services: Energy Assistance: Help 
is available to pay your home heating bills. 
The first fuel deliveries are Nov. 1. Call CRT at 
860-560-5800 for assistance or to make an ap-
pointment. More information is at www.ct.gov/
heatinghelp/applyonline. Application assistance 
is available to Marlborough residents over 55 at 
the senior center by appointment only.

Eversource: Low-income discount rates (5%, 
15%, 205, 40%, 50%) are available for electric 
bills. Based on income or receipt of public ben-
efits. Proof required, by appointment only.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive, 
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is 
an open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and 
4-6 p.m. The food bank is in need of: canned 
vegetables (corn, green beans, peas, carrots), 
jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, and canned fruit. The 
food bank is open to qualified residents in need.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits. The program serves people 60 years of age 
and over, and their spouses or caregivers. A sug-
gested donation of $3 per meal is requested, but 
no one will be denied a meal if unable to do-
nate. There is no income eligibility requirement. 
Menus can be modified to accommodate health 
concerns. You may apply directly with CRT by 
calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior center 
for a referral.

Transportation: Available on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Must reserve rides two 
business days in advance. Reservations taken 
Monday-Thursday. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. 

Sewer Use Bills Due
Property owners in the sewer district are 

reminded that the last day to pay your Sewer 
Usage Bill, without interest is Monday, Nov. 
3. Failure to pay on time will result in interest 
charged at 1.5% per month reverting to the 
due date of Oct. 1.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collec-
tor, Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29,

Marlborough, CT 06447, placed in the drop 
box outside of Town Hall or in person at 26 

North Main St. Make checks payable to MW-
PCA. 

Tax Collector hours are: Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

For more information, call the Tax Office at 
860-295-6205 or email

Taxcollector@marlboroughct.gov. Failure 
to receive a bill does not invalidate the usage 
fee or interest.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Special Event: Safe at Home – Grades 4-6: 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Senior Center. Participants will learn skills 
to prepare them to be safe when home alone. 
Registration fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resi-
dent.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The 
lessons days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $200/residents, $205/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner Tai Chi: Tues-
days/Thursdays, noon-12:45-1:45 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Started Oct. 7 and runs 
through Nov. 13. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-

resident.
Zumba – Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 

p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center.  Fee: $50/
residents, $55/non-residents, or a $12 drop-in 
fee. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park Ten-
nis Courts. Open to all levels of play. Registra-
tion is free for this program.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at the Marlborough Elementary School 
community room. Registration fee is $5 per 
week. Session begins Nov. 2.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: The cost of the sign is $50. Help emergen-
cy services personnel find your home without 
delay. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 24” with 
4” numbers on blue highway reflective metal. 
Order forms are online and at Town Hall.

Republicans Share Goals, Experience Ahead of Election
By Toriana Williams

Republican candidates for the town of Marl-
borough have spoken about their motivations, 
qualifications and priorities as the local election 
approaches. From first-time contenders to long-
serving public servants, each expressed a com-
mitment to service and community involve-
ment.

Board of Selectmen
Robert Fraulino is seeking a position on 

the Board of Selectmen. Fraulino described his 
candidacy as an extension of decades of public 
service. “First and foremost, it’s giving back to 
the community,” he said. “I did 30 years in the 
service… I retired. I decided that I wanted to 
continue my … service to my community, and 
in a different way.”

He added that he believes “they need some 
younger people on the board. Not that I’m 
young – I’m 65 – but the board is aging.” 

His experience, he explained, includes lead-
ership and management at the highest levels of 
the military. “I’ve retired from the military as 
an E9, which is the highest enlisted rank that 
you can achieve. I also was a command master 
chief of an overseas tour, which means there’s a 
lot of planning involved, a lot of coordinating, 
a lot of understanding things that you typically 
were not an expert on, so you have to dig down 
and get answers and figure out what the right 
solutions to problems that you don’t typically 
encounter.”

If elected, Fraulino said his priorities would 
focus on “being a steward to the taxpayer dol-
lar… trying to keep costs low and services as 
high as you can within costs being low. You have 
to find that balance.” He added, “People that get 
elected to these positions are rarely experts. But 
what we do have to do is figure out what the 
right answers are.”

He emphasized that his approach is one of 
diligence and reason. “Sometimes decisions 

need to be delayed, so that answers can be fol-
lowed and all information pursued to make 
them sound decisions,” he said. “Common 
sense… you know?”

Board of Finance
Michael Nastri, current chair of the Board of 

Finance, is seeking reelection. 
“I’m already on the board … and I want to 

kind of see through the way of a couple big proj-
ects,” he said. “One being the elementary school 
renovation, RHAM’s going to have some reno-
vation work. We still have culverts and infra-
structure that needs to be taken care of.”

Nastri said his motivation is to help the town 
manage major improvements responsibly. “I 
kind of wanted to still be involved and see 
through some of those projects and try and help 
the town the best I could to… come up with 
maybe some creative ways to take care of this 
without… overburdening the taxpayers.”

He noted that he brings an accounting back-
ground and professional experience in budget-
ing and finance. “I have an accounting degree, 
and I also worked at a bank. I’ve worked in fi-
nance a little bit. Some of my positions I was 
involved in budgeting for our company. So it all 
kind of goes together.”

Nastri said the board has delivered “respon-
sible budgets that take into account services 
that the town needs and wants, balanced with 
trying to keep things as good as we can from 
the tax side.” If reelected, his top goal would be 
managing renovations and infrastructure while 
collaborating with other town leaders.

He added that the town is “getting caught up 
on our audits,” and that the board, town man-
ager and finance staff are working to “find some 
creative financing solutions.”

Ken Hjulstrom is also running for the Board 
of Finance. “Having previously served on the 
Board of Education for five years and the Board 

of Finance for 12 years, I took a two-year hiatus, 
but I definitely missed serving our community,” 
he wrote. “So when the opportunity arose to re-
join the Board of Finance, I decided to get in-
volved once again.”

If elected, Hjulstrom pledged to “ensure that 
our tax dollars are spent wisely and that waste-
ful projects are questioned and voted down.” He 
said Town Hall “needs to get the annual audits 
up to date,” and emphasized careful consider-
ation of spending: “Before any tax dollars are 
expended, we must think things through to 
determine if the end product achieves the in-
tended goals and is acceptable to our taxpayers.”

He described himself as a “fiscal watchdog” 
and expressed disappointment with recent char-
ter changes that “created more problems than it 
solved,” particularly “increasing the power of 
the majority party on the Board of Selectmen 
and reducing the ability of taxpayers to have a 
say in special appropriations.”

Board of Education
Susan Pedrick is a first-time candidate for the 

Board of Education. Pedrick said she was moti-
vated to run because, as a high school teacher of 
17 years, “I decided that I could fill that position 
pretty comfortably.”

She described her background as deeply root-
ed in education and youth engagement. “I’ve 
run a robotics team for seven years,” she said, 
“so I’ve been out in the community reaching out 
to corporations.”

Pedrick said she holds a double master’s de-
gree in statistics and education and previously 
worked in actuarial work and corporate market 
research. She added, “I think I am a breath of 
fresh air. I think I’m open-minded to what the 
job is and what it entails. I want to listen, I want 
to learn. And I think that they could use some 
new blood in some of these positions.”

Louise Concodello, a long-serving town 
volunteer and current member of the Board of 
Selectmen, is seeking to return to the Board of 
Education after nearly three decades of prior 

service. If elected, she would serve on both 
boards.

“My first time on the board was 1995. I was 
a member of the Board of Ed for 28 years,” she 
said. “I lost my primary spot for the Board of Ed 
again by three votes, and I became a member of 
the Board of Selectmen at the time. I miss it. I 
go to all their meetings. I’m usually the only one 
in the audience.”

Concodello said she is motivated by the 
town’s upcoming school renovation project and 
by her family ties to the local schools. “I have 
grandchildren in the school system now,” she 
said. “I have a passion for elementary school, 
any school, really.”

Her decades of community service include 
work on Parks and Recreation Commission for 
30 years, Nature Trails and Sidewalk Commis-
sion for 20 years and Marlborough Adult Senior 
Housing for nearly 15 years.

She emphasized the importance of volun-
teerism: “It’s very hard to find volunteers today 
to do this. You just can’t show up when you 
feel like it. You should be there every month.” 
Concodello said she serves because “I love this 
town… I’m just a volunteer. I don’t get paid for 
any of this, and I just do it from my heart.”

She described her goal as continuing the 
“good work that’s being done” in the schools and 
said she welcomes new perspectives. “Some-
times you need some of the old timers to put 
their point of view on,” she said. “And it’s nice to 
have new people join too.”

Across the interviews, Marlborough’s Repub-
lican candidates shared a consistent emphasis 
on community service, fiscal responsibility and 
educational commitment. Each candidate de-
scribed a desire to strengthen the town through 
experience, collaboration and civic engagement. 
Their combined perspectives reflect a focus on 
responsible governance and a deep-rooted con-
nection to the Marlborough community.

Carey Fraulino was unable to be reached for 
comment, but still remains on the ballot.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are un-
derway for this season, with registrations still 
accepted. Cindy Bryan, Eileen Gilles and Hel-
ena Thomas lead the programs for grades K-10, 
to include a high school youth group. For more 
information, access the church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly (though 
is on break in the summer months); men’s and 
women’s prayer groups, Knights of Columbus, 
Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl ministry 
meet monthly; and an active book club meets 
quarterly. Social activities are planned through-
out the year to provide additional parish fellow-
ship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough 

Food Bank to include the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive underway for November. Bags with spe-
cific shopping lists are available at the Masses. 
Sandwich-making and collection continues the 
last Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de 
Paul in Middletown. Knights of Columbus Coat 
Drive is happening now through Nov. 8 with 
a daylong collection on the town green. The 
Giving Community Garden is nearing its final 
harvest supporting the local food bank. Other 
scheduled service opportunities can be found in 
the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

Election Day Bake Sale
The Marlborough PTO will hold an Elec-

tion Day Bake Sale Tuesday, Nov. 4, from 6 
a.m. until 10 a.m. or sold out. The PTO will 
sell baked goods and coffee in the school 
cafeteria. Cemetery Clean-Up

The annual cemetery fall clean-up is sched-
uled for Saturday, Nov. 8, at Marlboro Cem-
etery. Volunteers are invited to participate and 
are asked to meet at 9 a.m. 

Residents are asked to remove seasonal pots 
and any personal items prior to the clean-up. All 
items found to be in violation of cemetery rules 
and regulations or a hinderance to maintenance 
will be removed. These items include shepherd 
hooks, glass objects, items hanging from trees, 
pots, or items beyond the front of the stone. If 
you plan to reuse the item next season, please 
remove and take home.

Winter Clothing Drive

Country Line 
Dancing Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing Fund-
raiser Friday, Nov. 7, from 6-8 p.m., at the Marl-
borough American Legion, 128 East Hampton 
Rd. 

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will DJ 
and lead country line dancing. Cost is $15, which 
includes a buffet and dancing. All are invited. 

Special Delivery… The youth at Marlborough Congregational Church delivered 
fresh produce from their 17th Harvest Sunday Missions Project to the Marlborough 
Food Bank last month.

Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has announced the following 
items of interest. Registration required for all 
programs unless noted. For more informa-
tion, full program descriptions or to register, 
call 860-295-6210 or visit richmondlibrary.
info.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered 
storytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, 

and a story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through 
Dec. 19. For children up to 24 months, with 
their caregivers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Crafty Kids: Wednesdays at 4 p.m. through 
Dec. 17, for kids ages 4 and up. There will be 
two projects on hand each week to choose 
from, or kids are welcome to use our supplies 
to create their own projects. Registration is 
not required. 

over furniture and even bringing in live frogs 
and snakes into the library and throwing them 
at others.”

He confirmed that “the library staff has made 
efforts to address this behavior over the past 
several weeks,” including increased supervi-
sion, reviewing camera footage, contacting law 
enforcement when necessary and banning indi-
viduals identified as disruptive. 

McNamara added in his note to parents that 
Tierney had warned “the library may have to be 
closed from 2:30 to 5 p.m., or require adult su-
pervision for anyone under the age of 18 if these 
behaviors don’t stop.”

Carter confirmed that those options are still 
“on the table,” though she clarified that the li-
brary has not yet restricted hours.

“We actually were not going to close it,” she 
said. “That was a misunderstanding that some-
one else had. The idea was that we would limit 
it so that… between the hours of 2:30 and 5, it 
would be no one under 18 could be in without 
an adult.”

She emphasized that the library’s goal is not 
to punish teens but to maintain a safe and wel-
coming environment. 

“It’s very hard on the staff here,” she explained. 
“Our staff here make minimum wage. I mean, 
these are people that could be earning more … 
but they really want to serve the community. 
And then they’re confronted with … kids [who] 
are very insulting and harass them.”

Some employees, Carter said, “have made 
some of the staff a little uncomfortable for their 
own safety,” prompting the library to ban cer-
tain individuals.

 The incidents have also had a chilling effect 
on patrons. “Other patrons are uncomfortable 

when they come in,” she said. “We notice that 
we have a lot of people just won’t come in.”

Since the “day of the flying frogs,” Carter said 
things have improved. A recent early-dismissal-
from-school day was “quieter,” she noted. 

While minor flare-ups still occur – or “little 
hot spots,” as Carter called them – they have 
been manageable. “So we’re hoping this is how 
it’s going to stay from here on,” she said.

The library has also received temporary help 
from the town. 

“A couple of the Public Works guys came 
over… just to sort of act as security, since we 
don’t have a security guard,” Carter explained. 

The possibility of hiring a dedicated guard 
has been discussed – something she added she 
“can’t believe we might need in Hebron.”

Despite the challenges, Carter remained op-
timistic. 

“We really want the library to be a place for 
everyone in the community to come to,” she 
said. “Unfortunately, we are having to deal with 
this behavior, but we are trying our best to… 
make this a safe and welcoming place for every-
one of all ages.”

In his letter, McNamara urged parents to do 
their part. He asked that “RHAM families speak 
with their child(ren) about these issues if they 
visit the library after school in an effort to curb 
this behavior.”

As the Douglas Library staff continues work-
ing to restore calm, Carter hopes the episode 
will serve as a reminder that the library belongs 
to everyone. 

“We want to serve the community,” she said. 
“We’re just trying to make sure it’s a place where 
everyone feels safe – even the frogs.”

$Hebron Library cont. from page 1

Election Day is Nov. 4 
By Toriana Williams
Board of Selectmen -
    Vote for up to Two

Susan R. McFarland (D)
Anthony M. Bratz (D)
Robert J. Fraulino, Sr. (R)
Board of Finance - Vote for up to Two
Ken A. Hjulstrom (R)
Michael Nastri (R)

Board of Finance Alternate - 
Vote for up to Two
Travis Michaud (D)
Joseph E. Sheridan (D)
Michael J. Concodello (R)

Board of Assessment Appeals - 
Vote for up to Two
Emily P. Collins (D)
David Morganson (R)
Susan M. Pedrick (R)

Planning Commission - 
Vote for up to Three
Beth Lander Morris (D)
Peggy A. Golfin (D)
Subby S. Magro (R)

Planning Commission Alternates - 
Vote for up to Two
Jason A. Cooper (D)
Zina D. Planeta (R)
Mark J. Paul (R)

Zoning Commission - 
Vote for up to Three
Erik Stomberg (D)
Salvatore V. Sena, Jr (R)
Christopher Wherry (R)
Eric Colantonio (R)

Zoning Commission Alternates - 
Vote for up to Two
Justin Bransfield (D)
John H. Grasso (D)
John F. Planeta (R)

Zoning Board of Appeals - 
Vote for up to Three
Matthew E. Wilson (D)
Elizabeth Bransfield (D)
Zina D. Planeta (R)
Patrick A. Pabouet (R)

Zoning Board of Appeals Alternates - 
Vote for up to Two
Robert J. Larson (D)
Donna M. Mosher (R)

RHAM Board of Education -
    Vote for up to Two

Pamela A. Farrington (D)
Carey A. Fraulino (R)

* * *
In a comment to the Rivereast this week, 

Democratic Town Committee chair Jack Fidler 
said he feels good about the committee’s chanc-
es next week.

 “First and foremost, we have an incredible 
slate of candidates,” he said. “The candidates 
have strong professional backgrounds and 
expertise that will be valuable on boards and 
commissions in Marlborough.” 

Fidler emphasized the candidates offer a 
“blend of leadership and organizational knowl-
edge with new, fresh ideas. With varying ages 
and backgrounds, we feel this slate is represen-
tative of the residents of our community.”

He said candidates “have talked and listened 
to residents in town to hear and meet their 
needs,” and that he hopes voters feel the Demo-
crats are the better choice.

“We are hopeful that the voters in town see 
the Democratic slate of candidates as the best 
choice for responsible use of tax payer dollars, 
strong schools and sustainable economic and 
housing development in Marlborough,” he said.

Republican Town Committee chair Judy Kel-
ly was unavailable to be reached as of press time.

Playing at RHAM… Nine instrumental students from Marlborough Elementary 
were invited to play with the RHAM Wind Ensemble at the RHAM concert on Oct. 
23. In the back row are Donna Arseneault, Damian Hernandez, Lila Yerukhimovich, 
Gemma Stachelek and Julia Tackett; in the front row are Megan Seipt, Julia Sabourin, 
Owen Kaminski, Nixon Gustafson, Joseph Kovac, Tiago Fernandez.

As the cold weather approaches and you start 
pulling out your cold weather clothes, please 
consider donating any new or gently used coats, 
jackets, gloves, mittens, or blankets that you will 
not be using or that your children have out-
grown to the annual winter clothes drive.

Clothes will be collected now through Nov. 8 
and can be dropped off in drop box at St. John 

Fisher Church (basement) and Richmond Me-
morial Library (lobby).

There will also be a collection on the Marl-
borough town green on Saturday, Nov. 8, start-
ing at 9 a.m. and ending at 8 p.m.

The drive is sponsored by the Knights of Co-
lumbus Marlborough Council 15734.



NEWS BULLETIN •  October 31, 2025	 Page 11

Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Awesome Athens… Ovy and Ruth Apintei of Colchester brought the Rivereast all 
the way to the famous Acropolys in Athens, Greece. 

The Bulletin at 8,000 Feet!... East Hampton High School graduates (1979, 1982, 
1983 & 2014) summit Dawson Pass in a reunion on six-day backpacking adventure 
in Glacier National Park, Mont. Pictured are David Duvall, Todd & Diane Duvall 
Warner, Rick Atwood and Kyle Atwood.

Seeing Notre Dame… John and Laurie Reddington of Hebron are shown in Stras-
bourg, France, at the Cathedral Notre-Dame this August. They climbed the 320 steps 
for a beautiful view. This stop  was part of the Viking River Cruise from Switzerland 
to Amsterdam!

Sunny Sifnos… Michael and Dawn Hardwick of East Hampton recently visited the 
lovely Greek island of Sifnos. The Monastery of Chrissopigi is in the background.
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 9/30/25

RE10-31-25

Expires 11/30/25

R
E7
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24

21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

Fogged or Cloudy
Insulated Windows?

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to 
myglasspane@gmail.com and 
get info and a ballpark price.

R
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25
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Home & Health Expo
The East Hampton Commission on Aging’s 

Home & Health Expo on Saturday, Nov. 8, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Town Hall. 

At this free event, professionals will talk 
about subjects ranging from how to retrofit your 
home so that it accommodates an aging person 
to what exercises you need to do to maintain 
mobility, strength and independence.

In a survey done by the commission in 2021, 
93% of 482 respondents wanted to remain in 
their homes as they got older.

“We are very excited that the Home and 
Health Expo targets both the caregivers and the 
older adults in town and provides them with the 
tools to thrive at home,” said Dr. Eric Rosen-
berg, who is chairman of the commission.

Cindy Craig, who is vice chair of the commis-
sion and a key organizer of the event, noted that 
November is National Caregivers Month. “We 
hope to help educate and support caregivers in 
their challenging, and demanding efforts,” Craig 
said, while also promoting “healthy futures” for 
all.

In addition, the expo will have experts in chi-
ropractic and naturopathic medicine, geriatric 
psychiatry, massage, physical therapy, and exer-
cise as well as options for housing when staying 
home as you age isn’t possible. Participants will 
also have the chance to learn about fraud against 
older adults and to hear from professionals who 
help with home safety improvements, downsiz-
ing, moving, and estate planning.

Attendees will have chance to learn from 
and talk with experts in multiple ways – from 
watching demonstrations, to listening to panels 
and talks, to one-on-one discussions.

The event will also include a chance to get 
a short chair massage and participate in short 
yoga and exercise classes.

“We will have representatives from over 30 
organizations,” Rosenberg said. “When people 
take a look at the list of these topics, I’m sure 
they’ll find a few that interest them. And maybe 
a little interest in the refreshments, snacks, and 
freebie giveaways!”

The schedule of speakers includes:
-- 10:15 a.m., Dr. Patrick Connolly of East 

Hampton Chiropractic, who will talk about how 
chiropractic treatment can assist people;

-- 10: 15 a.m., Keith Arcari, practice director, 
Symmetry Physical Therapy, Portland, who will 
talk about exercise and how physical therapy 
can help;

-- 10:30 a.m., Mairead Painter and Alison 
Dvorak: Housing, Smart Living; 

-- 11 a.m. Dr. Harry Morgan, a specialist in 
geriatric psychiatry, will discuss depression and 
dementia and how to tell the difference, as well 
as about other aging and mental health-related 
topics;

-- 11:30 a.m. Home care, finances, and insur-
ance

-- 11:45 a.m., Yoga with Amie Meacham will 
talk about yoga and lead two short yoga classes: 
chair yoga and standing yoga;

-- 12:30 p.m., First Responders: Representa-
tives from East Hampton Police, Fire & Am-
bulance will discuss what caregivers and older 
adults need to know to assist these responders; 

-- 12:30 p.m. Roslyn Brault, Reiki, sound and 
hands-on-healing; 

-- 12:30 p.m. Mary Henderson, personal 
trainer, will talk about key exercises for mobility 
and independence and will lead a short exercise 
class.

-- 12:45 p.m. Dr. Jeanne Fuqua, naturopath 
and acupuncturist, will talk about how naturo-
pathic medicine can help.

Running Men (and Women)… On Saturday, Oct. 25, the East Hampton boys and girls cross country teams raced in the CIAC Class “SS” Cross Country Champion-
ships at Wickham Park in Manchester. The boys placed second, with senior Dean Jump leading the way, placing 13th. The girls placed third, with senior captain Jocelyn 
Gustavson leading the way, placing 18th. In the boys photo are, from left, Brendan Kissane, Luke Garcia, Dean Jump, Lee Barron, Dolan Krasnitski, Owen LoPresti 
and Coach Bill Wilkie. Missing from photo: Brett Gustavson. In the girls photo are, from left, Aloma Johnson, Shannon Mahoney, Brianna Gustavson, Kaylan Sullivan, 
Emma Meleo, Sofia Johnson, Jocelyn Gustavson, Hadley Fazekas, Brooke Bellemere.

Wreaths Across America to Return
Fowler-Dix-Park Post & Auxiliary 5095 will 

be participating in its 18th Wreaths Across 
America annual wreath-laying event in Decem-
ber – and sponsorships are sought. 

Wreaths Across America is a worldwide event 
honoring veterans with the laying of a wreath 
on their headstone or marker. East Hampton’s 
ceremony will take place at the Book of Names 
Memorial, located across the street from the 
VFW Post at 20 North Maple St., on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, at noon. Seventeen wreaths are placed 

during the ceremony, one for each branch of the 
service, a Prisoner of War/Missing in Action, 
one in memory and honor of Governor William 
O’Neil, one for each of the Auxiliary’s ‘adopted’ 
eight forgotten soldiers who are buried in the 
Middletown State Veterans’ Cemetery.

The VFW Auxiliary is asking the public to 
sponsor additional wreaths to be placed at 
various soldiers’ gravesites in all 12 cemeteries 
in town. Sponsors are asked to donate $17 per 
wreath to help provide as many wreaths as pos-
sible. As volunteers place a wreath on a soldier’s 
grave, they repeat the soldiers’ name aloud.

One can sponsor a wreath by sending a spon-
sorship form to VFW Auxiliary 5095, 20 N. 
Maple St., East Hampton, CT 06424. Checks 
should be made out to “VFW Auxiliary 5095” 
with “WAA” on the memo line. Forms can be 
found at the Post and East Hampton Public 
Library. In lieu of a form, send name, address, 
phone, email, the number of sponsored wreaths 
at $17 each with a check to the above address.

All forms should be returned by Nov. 11. 
To learn more about Wreaths Across Ameri-

ca, visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

Snowflake Bazaar
Many vendors and crafters will be on 

hand at the annual Snowflake Bazaar Sat-
urday, Nov. 1, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
Markham Meadows Campground, located 
at 9 Markham Road, off Tartia Road from 
Route 16. 

Sponsored by Westchester Congregational 
Church in Colchester, the bazaar will offer 
the famous Cookies by the Pound, artisans, a 
variety of vendors and crafters, raffles, lunch 
and more. All proceeds benefit the church. 

Veterans Day Breakfast 
Boy Scout Troop 8 will host a Veterans 

Day Breakfast Sunday, Nov. 9, from 8-10:30 
a.m., at VFW Post 5095, 20 North Maple Str. 

There will be a free hot breakfast for all 
veterans, with a suggested donation of $10 
per breakfast for non-veterans. All proceeds 
support Boy Scout Troop 8’s annual tradi-
tion of honoring veterans in the community. 

All are welcome.
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal. Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

Macie and London Brazal are shown here on a previous trip to Africa with Zulu 
Nayala. The safari trip is being offered again, as a fundraiser to benefit the TANGO2 
Research Foundation.

Journey for a Cause: TANGO2 Travel Adventure
All are invited to experience a once-in-a-

lifetime trip to Africa with Zulu Nyala while 
fueling breakthroughs for families affected by 
TANGO2 Deficiency Disorder (TDD). 

Kasha and Mike Morris founded the TAN-
GO2 Research Foundation in late 2017 after 
their then-16-year-old son Ryan was diagnosed 
with a rare genetic disease called TANGO2 De-
ficiency Disease (TDD). Ryan is a 2020 graduate 
of East Hampton High School.

The Morris family is hosting the fifth bien-
nial TANGO2 Banquet and Auction at 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 1, at TPC River Highlands in 
Cromwell.

The Zulu Nyala African Safari trip has been 
one of the most popular and successful event 
fundraisers for TANGO2, with more than 28 lo-
cal individuals making this incredible journey 
for a cause.

Stacey Gibson of East Hampton said, “The 
cheetah, lions, hippos, giraffes, and elephants 
are a once in a lifetime sight to see in their habi-

tat. It’s one of those places you never thought 
you would go and that you will want to go back 
to relive it again.” 

London Brazal, who is returning for a second 
time this month, said, “At Zulu Nyala, every 
moment feels cinematic. Sweeping landscapes, 
abundant wildlife, and warm hospitality come 
together for an experience that feels other-
worldly.” 

Since 2018, more than $21,000 has been 
raised through this experience funding life-sav-
ing research and supporting programs related 
to TDD. This trip opportunity is now open to 
everyone in our community, not just attend-
ees of the upcoming TANGO2 Banquet. Each 
$3,500 package sends 50% of proceeds directly 
to the TANGO2 Research Foundation, turn-
ing a bucket-list adventure into real impact for 
families.

Set on a private reserve in Hluhluwe, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, Zulu Nyala features open-vehicle 
safaris with qualified guides and close-up view-
ing of elephant, rhino, buffalo, hippo, the elusive 
leopard, and more than 40 animal species, with 
lodge accommodations. You can view the FAQs, 
trip brochure, and past travelers’ testimonials by 
visiting www.zulunyala.co.za or emailing kasha.
morris@tango2research.org for details on how 
to purchase.

State Officials Stump for Local Dems… 
On Saturday, Sept. 27, East Hampton 
Democrats welcomed several national 
and state officials to town for a fund-
raiser at the Rossi family home. Gov. Ned 
Lamont, Sen. Richard Blumenthal, Rep. 
Joe Courtney, Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz, 
Treasurer Erick Russell, and state Sen. 
Norm Needleman all attended, along with 
the slate of Democrats running for local 
office in November. In the photo at left, 
Lamont and Board of Education Chair 
Nancy Kohler discuss the local public 
school system, and in the photo at right, 
Bysiewicz shares a moment with Board of 
Finance candidate Dan Finn.  

St. Patrick Church News & Notes
St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 

member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with 
St. Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 
8 a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays 

at St. Bridget.
Christmas Bazaar: St. Patrick Church is 

hosting a Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 
8, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at St. Patrick Parish 
Center. Come and shop for all kinds of Christ-
mas items. Take a chance on the many basket 
raffles, browse the display of jewelry and treat 
yourself or a neighbor at the bake sale or come 
for lunch.	

Epoch Arts Teen
Open Stage

Teens in grades seven and up are invited to 
join Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., for Brookside 
Nights Open Stage, on Saturday, Nov. 1, from 
7-8:30 p.m. 

Teens are invited to share their talent on 
stage, be it art, poetry, dance, music, improv, 
your favorite thing, or anything that inspires 
them. No worries if you don’t want to share; au-
dience members are welcome too. There will be 
free food, drinks and art supplies.

Admission is $10. For more information, visit 
www.epocharts.org.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

AHM News & Notes
AHM Youth and Family Services has an-

nounced the following programs. Registration 
is required, at ahmyouth.recdesk.com.

Pizza and Parenting Game Night: Thursday, 
Nov. 13, 6-7:30 p.m. Parents or caregivers can 
play a variety of games while connecting with 
their children. Participants can also engage with 
other families or challenge them to a friendly 
competition. Pizza will be served. Families can 
register for $5/person.

Open Arts & Crafts Studio: Wednesday, 
Nov. 19, 6 p.m. This workshop will include a 
variety of projects and supplies, including sea-
sonal and holiday-themed crafts. Participants 
select DIY projects of their choice. All materials 
will be provided. All ages are welcome. 

Kids Yoga “Thankful & You Know It”: 
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 5:15 p.m., for “fall yoga” 
centered around gratitude and love. Kids will 
practice maple breathing and then head out to 
the “forest” for a sweet Friendsgiving themed 
yoga adventure while learning a variety of an-
imal-themed yoga poses. Class will end with 
a few mindful games and a relaxing savasana. 
This class is geared toward children 4-10. All 
levels are welcome. 
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On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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Bellringers Defend Home Court – State Tourney Next

By Josh Howard
The East Hampton High School girls volley-

ball team made quick work of Morgan in the 
opening round of the Shoreline Conference 
Tournament, ousting the visiting Huskies, from 
Clinton, in three sets (25-22, 25-17, 25-16) on 
Oct. 24. 

 Playing at EHHS, the Bellringers were sharp 
from the start and never trailed in either the 
first or third sets. 

Senior Chelsea Ryan led the way with game-
highs in both digs (20) and assists (19). 

“We just talked about keeping our energy way 
up,” noted Ryan, an all-conference setter. “We 
wanted to play hard throughout every single 
set and every single point, and not get down on 
ourselves when we make mistakes.”

East Hampton head coach Molly Grabowski 
credited Ryan, the team’s lone team captain, for 
embracing the role and stabilized the team this 
fall.   

“She’s done a nice job,” added Grabowski. 

“She keeps the team together and is my voice 
to the girls.”

Ryan heads a strong senior class that is sup-
ported by a younger crop of players that in-
cludes standout juniors Dempsey Russell and 
Ava France, along with sophomore Jasmine 
Martin. 

Russell, the team’s leader in kills, polished off 
the first set with a spike, registering one of her 
game-high 12 kills. 

France, the team’s libero, has controlled the 
backline and leads the team in digs, while Mar-
tin served up a dozen of the team’s 26 aces in the 
tourney win.

After the Bellringers fell behind early in the 
second, the home team responded with an 11-2 
scoring spurt, ignited by an ace from senior Lila 
Babcock. During the rally, Ryan made a miracu-
lous diving save that caromed over the net for a 
point, putting the Bellringers up 17-12. 

“Honestly, I had no clue it was going to hap-
pen. I just decided to go for it and hope for the 

best, and it worked out in my favor,” a smiling 
Ryan explained. 

Babcock would ultimately end the second set 
with an ace, her third of the night.    

Once East Hampton got Morgan down by 
two sets, Grabowski talked to her team about 
the importance of finishing the match, telling 
her squad, “We have one to go, we can’t let up.”

Grabowski’s team heeded the call by scoring 
six of the first seven points in the third set. Se-
nior Sophia Long and Russell had consecutive 
kills to polish off the final set and send the Bell-
ringers to the SLC semifinals.   

“We wanted to shut it down in three and we 
went ahead and did that,” stated Ryan. 

It’s been a season of runs this fall for East 
Hampton, who began the season with four 
straight wins. Following a three-game los-
ing skid in mid-September, the Bellringers re-
bounded with eight consecutive wins before 
dropping their final three matches of the regular 
season. 

Entering postseason play, Ryan said the team 
approached the challenge with a clean slate, 
adding, “We wanted to reset and play with en-
ergy every single point.”

Following a 12-win regular season, the Bell-

ringers entered the SLC tourney as the No. 4 
seed before breezing by Morgan, the No. 5 seed, 
in the quarterfinals.

Three days following the tourney victory, the 
Bellringer fell to top-seed Valley Regional in the 
semifinals. 

Next up is the Class S state tournament, set to 
begin next week. 

The Bellringers have won at least one state 
tournament game in each of the last four sea-
sons, including in 2022 when they won four 
games in the Class S tournament to capture the 
program’s first state championship. 

Grabowski noted the 2025 club has devel-
oped that trust as the season has aged.   

“They’ve continued to work as a team,” added 
Grabowski. “They are really outstanding, and I 
want them to see that in themselves.”

For Ryan and the team’s five other seniors 
(Babcock, Long, Sofia Aresco, Kendall Jump, 
and Alivia Baier), this year’s state tourney will 
be their final chance to compete together at 
Bellringers. 

“It’s super sad that our season is ending, and 
we just want to go out and play our hearts out 
until the end,” stated Ryan. 

East Hampton senior volleyball players Sophia Long, Kendall Jump, Sofia Aresco, 
Alivia Baier, Chelsea Ryan, and Lila Babcock are hoping to make as state tournament 
run as they close out their final season on the local courts. 

Bellringers volleyball celebrates a point during the team’s three set victory over Mor-
gan in the Shoreline Conference Tournament last Friday.

Autumn Leaves Fair
in November

Christ Episcopal Church, located at 66 
Middle Haddam Rd. (Route 151), will hold 
its annual Autumn Leaves Fair on Saturday, 
Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Parish 
Hall. 

Various baked goods, jellies, jam and 
pickles, handmade items, pottery, and ar-
tisanal crafts will be for sale.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has 

announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register for a program, call 860-
267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubliclibrary.org.

Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, 6:30 p.m. This month’s theme is Egg. 
Bring a prepared dish and 12 copies of the recipe 
to share. Food should arrive ready to eat; the li-
brary will provide the plates and forks. Register 
or drop in.

Tech Help: Thursday, Nov. 6, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Nov. 14, 11 
a.m. Meet to talk about what you’re reading 
while enjoying coffee, tea, and a breakfast treat. 
Perfect for avid readers or anyone seeking rec-
ommendations. Register or drop in.

Teen Program: Magic: The Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, Nov. 1, 1-3 p.m. 
Whether you already know how to play the card 
game, or want to learn, come together and play 
with people of all skill levels. Bring your own 
decks or use one of the library’s.

Middle Grade Dungeons & Dragons One-
Shot: Grades 5-7: Monday, Nov. 10, 5:30-7 p.m. 
No previous playing experience or past partici-
pation required. The library will provide basic 
fifth edition characters; all supplies included. 

Children’s Programs: STEMtastic: Circuits 
for Grades 4-8: Tuesday, Nov. 4, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Learn the different parts that make up a circuit 
before diving into same hands-on activities using 
snap circuits.

Animal Hybrids with the GIANT Room!: 
Saturday, Nov. 15, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. The library 
will partner with the GIANT Room to com-
bine STEM skills and creativity in this hands-on 
workshop where you’ll design your own animal 
hybrids and turn them into real, printed trading 
cards! Cards will be available for pickup a few 
weeks after the event. Registration is required, 
but families can drop in any time to participate. 
Please register just one member of your family; 
this program is for all ages and your registration 
covers the whole group. Sponsored by the Com-
munity Foundation of Middlesex County and 
the Friends of the East Hampton Public Library.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church News
Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Luther-

an Church, located at 1 East High St., are held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school ev-
ery week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-ac-
cessible by using the lift.

Upcoming Events: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 
Thanksgiving service, 6-7 p.m. Bring an item 

for the Food Bank.
Jingle Bell Craft Fair and Stuff-A-Cruiser: 

Saturday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Christmas Carols: Sunday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m.
For more information, call 860-267-1248 

or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Paying It Forward…  Recently, a community member spoke about kindness and paid 
for the breakfasts of several boys soccer players from East Hampton High School.  All 
that was asked in return was to pay it forward. As part of this kindness challenge, the 
boys soccer team chose to give back to the community by helping members of the East 
Hampton Senior Center with yard work. Over a recent weekend, the students spent 
several hours raking leaves, weeding, and mowing for those who needed an extra hand.

GOP Waving Schedule
and Free Yard Signs

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee will hold a sign-waving event this week-
end for Republican candidates. Everyone is wel-
come to come for waving.

The RTC will wave on Saturday, Nov. 1, from 
9-11 a.m., at 20 East High St., across from Stop 
& Shop.
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Scholarship Recipients 
Announced

The recipients of this year’s East Hampton 
Ambulance Association’s scholarships and the 
Jim Morris Scholarship have been announced. 
With the support of several local businesses, 
five scholarships were able to be awarded. The 
recipients and their area of study is as follows:

EHAA Scholarships: Maya Dobson, physi-
cian assistant program at Quinnipiac Universi-
ty; Jye Lynch, exercise science at UConn; Jordan 
Murphy, occupational therapy at University of 
Hartford; Saige Sevigny, second bachelor’s de-
gree in nursing at UConn. 

Jim Morris Scholarship: Sierra LaRose, 
nursing at Salve Regina University.

East Hampton resi-
dent Jim Kane recently 
took the post of senior 
vice president – opera-
tions at Hartford Federal 
Credit Union. In this role, 
he will oversee branch 
operations, compliance, 
marketing, business de-
velopment, and member 
services while helping 
guide the credit union’s 
continued growth.

Resident Joins Credit Union as Senior VP 

Jim Kane

A Connecticut native with more than 15 years 
of banking experience, Kane holds an MBA in 
Management from the University of Hartford 
and has built a career focused on operational 
excellence and community impact.

“It’s a privilege to join Hartford Federal 
Credit Union and help shape operations that 
support our mission,” said Kane. “I’m excited 
to empower our team and elevate the member 
experience.”

Hartford Federal Credit Union serves mem-
bers across Hartford, Middlesex and Tolland 
counties.

TANGO2 Benefit Banquet Coming 
The biennial TANGO2 Benefit Banquet and 

Auction is set to take place at 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 1, at TPC River Highlands in Cromwell. 

The banquet will be hosted by Kasha and 
Mike Morris, who founded the TANGO2 Re-
search Foundation in late 2017 after their then 
16-year-old son Ryan was diagnosed with a rare 
genetic disease called TANGO2 Deficiency Dis-
ease (TDD). 

All proceeds from the banquet will be used 

to fund research and support programs related 
to TDD.

The event will include a cocktail hour, three-
course meal, music, dancing, wine pull, bour-
bon blackjack as well as various raffle and auc-
tion items. There are still tickets available for 
purchase, at a cost of $85 per person. For more 
information regarding the banquet or to donate, 
visit tango2banquet.raiselysite.com or email ka-
sha.morris@tango2research.org. 

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3–6 p.m.

 Makers’ Market: Saturday, Nov. 8, 11 a.m.-
3 p.m., on the library grounds, featuring fiber 
art, jewelry, artwork, leather, artwork, macrame, 
a White Elephant Table, a used book sale and 
more. Rain location will be the community hall 
at 2nd Congregational Church of Middle Had-
dam, just down the street. Are you a creator? 
Contact the library to participate, at 860-267-
9093 or middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.com.

Knit So As to Turn Water: The History of 
New England’s Maritime Knitting: Saturday, 
Nov. 15, 5 p.m. Presented by the Dirty Blue 
Shirts, an experiential history collective of liv-
ing historians, scholars, and artists from Eastern 
Connecticut. Call the library to register. 

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but 
stop by during regular library hours and staff 
will put the kettle on.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Saturday Family Yoga with Kathleen: The 
first Saturday of each month at 11 a.m. Cost is 
$12 to drop in for two people and $3 for each 
additional person. Register by emailing zenlo-
tus860@yahoo.com

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This ‘gentle yoga’ 
program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost is $15 per 
class. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com or calling 860-638-9097.

Middle Haddam
Library Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of Middle Haddam 
Public Library will be held Thursday, Nov. 
13, at 5:45 p.m., at the library, located at 2 
Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam.

All are invited. Bring your questions and 
comments, and learn how the year has gone 
and what is on the horizon.

Rotary Participating in Thanksgiving Drive
For 22 years, the Liberty Bank Rotary Club 

Thanksgiving Drive has helped local families 
during the holiday season. That tradition con-
tinues as Liberty Bank, the Community Foun-
dation of Middlesex County and 41 rotary clubs 
again team up to raise money for the cause. This 
year’s drive will end Nov. 17 at 3 p.m.

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary 
Club is among the clubs participating.

In addition to providing warm meals this 
Thanksgiving, donations made to the drive will 
help stock local food pantries for the winter 
months. Monetary donations can be made on-
line at www.middlesexcountycf.org, or by mail-

ing a check to the Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County, 49 Main St., Middletown, 
CT 06457. Please include the name of the rotary 
club that will benefit from the donation in the 
memo line.

All Liberty Bank locations will promote the 
drive and encourage individuals to donate on-
line. The bank’s Foundation will provide match-
ing funds of up to $200,000, and all donations 
will be mailed by the Community Foundation 
of Middlesex County to nonprofit organizations 
that were selected by the rotary clubs to provide 
Thanksgiving meals.

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission hosted its Autumn Colors Gallery 
Night on Oct. 2 at the Town Hall Community Room. From left are commission mem-
bers Joni Maxwell, Rebecca Tinelle, Cat Mojo, Mindy Maynard Mills, and Elizabeth 
Sennett. Missing is Christine Cachuela, the commission’s Library liaison. Photo by 
Mary Milewski.

Arts & Culture Commission
Hosts Successful Gallery Night 

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion celebrated local talent and community 
spirit with a successful Gallery Night held on 
Thursday, Oct. 2, at Town Hall.

The event, which aims to bring local art di-
rectly to the community, drew a strong crowd of 
residents and art enthusiasts. Eleven local art-
ists participated, showcasing a diverse range of 
artistic mediums and styles, from painting and 
photography to sculpture and mixed media. At-
tendees had the unique opportunity to meet the 
artists and discuss their work directly.

“We were absolutely thrilled with the turnout 
and the incredible quality of the art on display,” 
said Cat Mojo, Chair of the Arts & Culture 
Commission. “This Gallery Night perfectly em-
bodies our mission to foster a vibrant arts scene 
right here in East Hampton, and Town Hall 
provided a wonderful, accessible venue. It was a 
true celebration of all things local.”

Adding to the evening’s lively atmosphere 
were refreshments provided by two local busi-
nesses. Cured & Crafted provided a curated 

charcuterie board, while Wildcraft Herb Shop 
served mulled apple cider made with their own 
mulling spice blend. 

Due to the overwhelmingly positive response, 
the Arts & Culture Commission said it plans to 
make this Gallery Night a regular fixture on the 
town’s cultural calendar.

The Arts & Culture Commission is dedicated 
to promoting, supporting, and celebrating ar-
tistic and cultural activities within the town of 
East Hampton.  

Early Voting Dates
Early voting for the Nov. 4 election will be 

open through Sunday, Nov. 2, at Town Hall, 
1 Community Drive, in Room 117. Hours are 
daily from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

To check your voting status, go to ct.gov and 
type “voter registration lookup.” 

For information, call the office of the regis-
trars at 860-267-6720 on Tuesdays between 11 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands is open again on the first 

and third Saturdays of each month, from 
9-11 a.m., at 27 Skinner St. 

Helping Hands offers free clothing, 
household items, toys, books etc. to anyone 
in need.

Donations are only accepted on the Sat-
urdays Helping Hands is open, from 9-11 
a.m., and on the Thursdays of the week it is 
open, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

For more information, call Beth Cun-
ningham at 860-365-1054.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin
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Residents to Vote for Council, School Board and More 
By Anne Lilburn

In East Hampton, voters will head to the polls 
on Nov. 4 to vote for positions on the Town 
Council, Board of Finance, Board of Educa-
tion, Board of Assessment Appeals, and Zoning 
Board of Appeals.

For the Zoning Board of Appeals, two seats 
are up for election. One of those seat’s five-
year term begins in 2025 and two candidates 
are running for it, Cathy Ann Clark (R) and 
John Tuttle (D). Voters should choose one. 
Another seat’s five-year term begins in 2026, 
and two additional candidates are running for 
it: Matthew D. Walton (D) and Julie Ciucias 
(R). Voters should choose one. This year’s bal-
lot also includes two candidates running to fill 
alternate seats on the board, Robert Hines and 
Bob Hein.

For the Board of Assessment Appeals, there 
are three candidates, Paul Wisniewski (D), 
Carol Williams (D) and Diane Achenbach-
Zatorski (R), each running for a four-year term. 
Voters should vote for up to two of them.

The Board of Education race has six candi-
dates (three Democrats and three Republicans) 

running for five available seats. The full board 
has nine seats, but four of them are not up for 
election until 2027. The candidates are Sarah 
Strange (D), incumbent chair Nancy Kohler 
(D), Corinne Clark-Barney (D), Nathan Jay-
cox (R), Sal Nucifora (R) and Sarah LeBlanc 
(R). Voters should vote for up to five on their 
ballot.

The Board of Finance has six candidates on 
the ballot, with two Democrats and four Repub-
licans each running for a four-year term. The 
board has seven seats, but only four of the seats 
are up for election this year. Daniel Finn (D), 
David Caterisano (D), Joey Guest (R), Bridget 
McLennan (R), Alison Walck (R) and Jim Ra-
davich (R) are all running. Voters should vote 
for up to four candidates.

In the Town Council race, there are ten 
candidates, with five Democrats and five Re-
publicans vying for seven positions, each with 
a two-year term. The candidates are as follows: 
Joelyn Leon (D), Karen Wanat (D), Richard E. 
Knotek (D), Dean P. Markham (D), Jack Solo-
mon (D), Alannah Danaher Coshow (R), Tim 

Feegel (R), Eric Peterson (R), Ted Hintz (R), 
and Darin Hurne (R). Voters should vote for 
up to five.

In an emailed statement, East Hampton 
Democratic Town Committee Chair Kevin 
Reich wrote, “While national politics grows 
louder and more divided, the East Hamp-
ton Democratic party and its very dedicated 
candidates have chosen a different path – one 
grounded in respect, kindness and collabora-
tion. I am confident the team we have running 
in this fall’s election will be successful and will 
continue to work in a nonpartisan way, collabo-
rating with everyone to move the community of 
East Hampton forward and improve the life for 

all of our residents.”
Republic Town Committee Chair Melissa En-

gel wrote, “The Republicans have a solid slate 
of experienced, smart and hardworking people 
who care about our community. We have been 
saying all along that we listen, and we do! Re-
gardless of political affiliation, we respond to 
our taxpayers and always will. Providing neces-
sary services, keeping taxes affordable for ALL 
and maintaining our rural character is our goal. 
We have a proven track record of achieving that.  
I will add that volunteering to serve is challeng-
ing for anybody.  I applaud all those that give of 
their time and energy to make East Hampton 
the best it can be. Get out and vote!” 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of 
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study, American Sign 
Language classes, monthly men’s and women’s 
groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.   

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Nov. 
3, 9 a.m., at Air Line State Park, 69 Smith Street, 
East Hampton. All paces welcome.

Linefit: Monday, Nov. 3, 2 p.m. This is a low-
impact line dancing class. Fee is $3 monthly. 
Register in person.

Board Games with the East Hampton High 
School Interact Club: Tuesday, Nov. 4, 10:30 
a.m. Donuts and coffee included. 

Meditation with Eileen Higgins: Wednes-
day, Nov. 5, 10 a.m. This is a free group medita-
tion session. 

Design & Create: Thursday, Nov. 6, 1:30 p.m. 
Create cards for local veterans in this hands-on 
class.

Bike Rides for Seniors with Kim Clouser of 
AirLine Cycles: Friday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m., at Air 
Line Trail State Park, 69 Smith St. Bring your 
bike, helmet and water to the ride. 

Trips: Holiday Shop in the “Hampton”: 
Thursday, Nov. 13, departing at 10 a.m. Check 
out the shops in the historic East Hampton Vil-
lage Center for unique gifts, fresh bread, jewel-
ry, coffee and more. Stop for lunch on your own 
at one of the available eateries.  Walk to the vil-
lage or drive yourself with a friend. Registration 
still required.

White Christmas the Musical at the Good-
speed Opera House: Thursday, Dec. 4, depart-
ing the Senior Center at 1 p.m. for a 2 p.m. mati-
nee. Cost is $70 for the ticket and bus donation. 
Register in person.

Volunteer Opportunity: Volunteers are 
needed to answer phones and grocery shop for 
senior center members. Stop by the center Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to fill out 
the volunteer form. Call 860-267-4426 for more 
information. 

Artopia Arts Festival and Open House
Epoch Arts will host its annual “Artopia” 

event Sunday, Nov. 9, from 1-4 p.m., at Epoch, 
27 Skinner St.

This is a free community event for the entire 
family that includes an all-ages art show, live 
music, live art demonstrations, kids crafts, adult 
hands-on art, vendors, food and more. Check 
out what Epoch Arts does and shop locally with 
over 14 vendors selling homemade soaps, weav-
ing and fiber goods, award winning hot sauces, 
breads and baked goods, Indian Spices, jewelry, 

3D-printed items, Christmas crafts and more.
 If you’re an artist and would like to share your 

artwork in the gallery – whether it be paint-
ing, drawing, printing, sculpture, photography, 
mixed media or another art form – you are wel-
come to display your work in this community 
art show. All ages are welcome to participate.

Questions about artwork submission? Con-
tact Rachel at rachel@epocharts.org or visit 
www.epocharts.org.

Scholarships Available
Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post 5095 & Auxiliary 

are accepting entries for their annual Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen youth scholarship 
competitions – and the deadline for entries is 
today. 

This year’s theme gives both America’s high 
school students and middle school students 
the opportunity to contemplate, “How Are You 
Showing Patriotism and Support for Our Coun-
try?”

The Voice of Democracy audio-essay compe-
tition is open to high school students in grades 
9-12, with the national first place prize schol-
arship totaling $35,000. The first place Depart-
ment (state) winners receive an all-expenses-
paid trip to attend a ‘Founding Forward Spirit 

of America Youth Leadership’ program at Valley 
Forge, Pa., where they compete for more than 
$170,000 in national scholarship awards.

Open to middle school students in sixth 
through eighth grade, more than 60,600 stu-
dents participate annually in the Patriot’s Pen 
essay competition. The national first place win-
ner receives a $5,000 award.

Entry forms and additional information may 
be found at www.vfw.org/community/youth-
and-education/youth-scholarships or the Post 
Home. Student entries may be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

The deadline for both contests is Oct. 31.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Stewardship Potluck Dinner: Saturday, Nov. 
1, at 3 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

Operation Christmas Child: This is a proj-
ect of Samaritan’s Purse that delivers shoeboxes 
filled with school supplies, hygiene items, toys, 
and sports equipment to children who live in 
difficult circumstances. The church welcomes 
community participation in this project. The 
boxes are available in the Church office and 
need to be returned by Nov. 16.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s 
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and 
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn 
to help explain the meaning of the message 
topic.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 

children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals are held Wednes-
days at 6:30 p.m. New members are always wel-
come. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of 
Psalms.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will 
be Thursday, Dec. 11, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North Ma-
ple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and games start 
at 6:30 p.m. There are cash prizes.

Pre-order a fresh homemade sandwich to eat 
or a drink in the bar to be served during inter-
mission. 

Art on Display
Local artist Valerie Stockburger will display 

her oil paintings at the East Hampton Town 
Hall during October and November. 

Stockburger is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Art Association, the Glastonbury Art Asso-
ciation, and Gallery 53 in Meriden. 

All are invited to stop by for a viewing of her 
art display during Town Hall hours.

Congregational Church 
News & Notes

East Hampton Congregational Church is lo-
cated at 59 Main St. Sunday services are at 10 
a.m. The Rev. Robin Blundon is the interim 
minister. Sunday School is provided for chil-
dren and coffee hour is directly after service for 
fellowship.  

For more information about the church and 
its activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959. Office hours are Monday 
and Wednesday, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Ted & Ned… Gov. Ned Lamont recently signed the Connecticut Hero Act into law 
at Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post 5095.  The Hero Act combines Public Act 25-15 and 
Public Act 25-95 to acknowledge the sacrifices made by those who have served in the 
military, and honors them.  The act also assists military and military families with a 
broad range of provisions to adjust to frequent relocations and the combat wounded. 
Lamont is pictured at left with Post Commander Edward Turner.

PTO Meets Monthly
All are invited to attend the monthly East 

Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meetings 
are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and childcare is 
provided. The schedule for the 2025-26 school 
year is:

12/15, Center School; 1/12/26, Memorial 
School; 2/9/26, Center School; 3/16/26, Memo-
rial School; 4/20/26, Center School; 5/18/26, 
Memorial School. 

More members are always needed, whether 
it’s helping with decorations for celebrations 
such as dances or stepping up ceremonies, orga-
nizing fundraisers, volunteering at events, sup-
porting our teachers, staff and admin or sharing 
ideas and making change. 

There is no need to sign up; just come when 
you can.

Fall Turkey Dinner 
The Haddam Neck Congregational Church 

Ladies Aid will hold a fall turkey takeout din-
ner Saturday, Nov. 1, at Haddam Neck Con-
gregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., 
Haddam Neck. 

Cost is $15 for dinnr with all the fixings, 
and apple or pumpkin pie. Call 860-993-5311 
or 860-267-9836 to place an order.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School 

(Grades K-3) – Dragon Slayers Obstacle 
Challenge!: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Climb, crawl, jump and dash your way 
through the challenge. Cost is $25.

Dragon Scale Slime: Tuesday, Nov. 25, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Make your own glittery, gooey drag-
on scale slime to play with and take home. 
Cost is $25.



NEWS BULLETIN •  October 31, 2025	 Page 17

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E1

0-
31

-2
5

YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

 “On Halloween night, the 
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

EHMS Basketball and 
Cheerleading

East Hampton Middle School student/
athletes who are interested in trying-out for 
boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball or cheerlead-
ing teams can register online through Arbiter 
Sports Registration. 

Athletes must have a physical within a 
13-month period in order to try out. The dead-
line for registration is Sunday, Nov. 26.

For further information, call EHMS athletic 
director Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Absentee Ballots for
Municipal Election

East Hampton’s municipal election will be 
held Tuesday, Nov. 4, at East Hampton High 
School, 15 North Maple St. Early voting will oc-
cur through Nov. 2 at Town Hall.

Absentee ballots are available at the town 
clerk’s office, located at 1 Community Drive. Of-
fice hours are Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

All registered voters are eligible to obtain an 
absentee ballot for this election. For more infor-
mation, call 860 267-2519.

Council Gets BOE Update, Considers Senior Center Changes 
By Anne Lilburn

The East Hampton Town Council met for a 
regularly scheduled meeting on Oct. 28, its last 
before elections that will determine the makeup 
of the council for the next term.

One item on the agenda was the Board of 
Education’s first quarter financial report for the 
2026 fiscal year. Council members heard from 
Superintendent of Schools Timothy Van Tasel 
and also from Ray Engel, the interim business 
manager for the district, who briefed the coun-
cil on various budgetary details.

One timely and relevant issue that Van Tasel 
discussed was the status of federal SNAP (Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program) fund-
ing, which has been frozen during the federal 
government shutdown. School districts, includ-
ing East Hampton, rely on federal SNAP fund-
ing to offset costs for students who qualify for 
free or reduced cost lunches.

Van Tasel assured council members that, even 
though the school district was not currently re-
ceiving those funds, schools would continue to 
serve meals to students who qualified. He added 
that he believed the state was working on ways 
to support school districts that have been deal-
ing with this challenge.

Another issue that came up from the Board of 
Education was an indoor air quality report cov-
ering Memorial School, Center School and East 
Hampton Middle School. Van Tasel said that the 
Board of Education would be discussing the re-
port at its public meeting on Nov. 24.

The topic that generated the most discus-

sion and engagement at this council meeting 
concerned the town’s senior center. Council 
member Jordan Werme, a Democrat who is not 
running for reelection and therefore will not be 
serving another term, discussed serving on the 
senior center services task force and said he had 
been proud of the work that had been accom-
plished. 

Werme said that the task force group came 
from “wildly different social and political 
groups,” and still “worked really well together 
to get stuff done.”   He mentioned upgrades 
that had recently taken place, including those 
addressing disability access and compliance, 
bottle filling water fountains, computer center 
improvements, a coffee bar and wall and carpet 
renewal. He also thanked Rotary for its dona-
tion, which supported these improvements.

Next, Senior Center Coordinator Holly 
Marrero spoke to the council about proposed 
changes to the senior center, including tweaks 
to the official refund policy that would elimi-
nate refunds for program fees under $20 and 
replace them with a credit for future programs.

Marrero also discussed the biggest issue of 
the night: her suggestion that the minimum age 
for senior center membership be lowered from 
60 to 50. She cited emails from residents and 
mentioned that there were community mem-
bers who had retired young, or who perhaps 
had been stay-at-home moms, who now were 
looking for community. 

Republican council member Ted Hintz Jr., 

who is seeking reelection, took issue in particu-
lar with the idea that senior citizenship started 
at 50, and also asked what a change in age eligi-
bility requirements might mean for the center, 
particularly if some of those 50-something new 
members were still working and looking for 
more evening, as opposed to daytime, activities.

Marrero said that she had already had some 
success with programming that started later in 
the day, and said that she envisioned adding 
more nighttime offerings. As an example, she 
suggested potentially including a more moder-
ately leveled evening yoga class in the future, as 
opposed to the current chair yoga offerings. 

She also said that as it stands, the center does 
have some activities that have  somewhat flex-
ible age requirements, with decisions made on 
a case-by-case basis for lectures and classes, but 
she said she definitely drew the line at someone 
looking for a gym membership if they didn’t 
meet age criteria. If official age requirements 

changed, then more people would have those 
opportunities.

Council members asked about the age mini-
mums at other towns, and Marrero said that 
Glastonbury, for one, allowed 50-year-olds, 
while Hebron, Portland and Colchester all start-
ed membership at age 55.

Council member Rich Knotek, a Democrat 
who is seeking reelection, voiced concerns that 
programming might change at the center with 
dropping the minimum age to 50. He said he 
was concerned that staff was already burdened 
and that he worried that the elderly who were 
“most in need” would be unable to get their fair 
share. Knotek also pointed out that the over 60 
population was already growing as it was.

In the end, the council voted to decrease the 
minimum membership age to 55 and to change 
the refund policy as suggested.

The next regular Town Council meeting will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 12, after the election.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following items of interest. For 
full program descriptions or more information, 
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Scarecrows in the Park: At Sears Park 
through Oct. 31; park open from sunrise to 
sunset. Enjoy a whimsical display of scarecrows 
created by local residents, businesses, and orga-
nizations. Vote for your favorites! 

 Thanksgiving Table Workshop – A DIY 

Workshop for Your Holiday Table: At Town 
Hall Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30-8 p.m. Cost is 
$35. In this hands-on workshop, create your 
own stenciled table runner and decorate sea-
sonal candles in glass.

Calling All Local Culinary Creators & 
Crafters!: At Town Hall Thursday, Dec. 4, 5-8 
p.m. Cost is $25. All local crafters, artisans, cot-
tage food vendors and caterers are invited to 
showcase their goods at the Belltown Holiday 
Market. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Gardeners Needed: Volunteers are still need-
ed to weed, water, and plant in the Pollinator 
Garden. Speak with Rogers if you are able to 

help.
Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 

bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Save the Date: The Autumn Leaves Fair will 
be held Saturday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
All are asked to donate to the Bake Sale, New or 
Nearly New Table, as well as donate for baskets 
or raffles. Lunch will be sold. Check the Bell-
ringer to see how you can best participate.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Democratic Waving 
Schedule

The East Hampton Democratic Town 
Committee will hold a sign-waving event 
this weekend for Democratic candidates. 
Everyone is welcome to come for waving.

This weekend, Democrats will wave on 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 1 and 2, from 
9-11 a.m. and from 4-5 p.m., at the intersec-
tion of Route 66 and Main Street.

Rotary Makes Donation… The East Hampton Rotary Club recently donated 
$3,600 to the East Hampton Senior Center. The funds will be used to create new 
technology and coffee stations at the center. Pictured are senior center director 
Holly Marrero and David Quast, chair of the charitable giving committee of the 
East Hampton Rotary Club.

Quilt Project to Benefit the Food Bank
The East Hampton Quilt Project is selling raf-

fle tickets for a 62” x 62” quilt, created by local 
women. Proceeds benefit the benefit of the East 
Hampton Food Bank. 

The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton. 
The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton. The 
raffle tickets sell for $10 each or 3/$25. Buyers 
can pay cash or use Venmo. Tickets are being 
sold until mid-November at Paul’s and Sandy’s 

Too, East Hampton Public Library, Old Bank, 
and The Hairitage. The quilt will be displayed at 
various times at the library.

The drawing will be on Nov. 22 at 10 a.m. at 
the Food Bank.

For continuous updated information on when 
and where tickets will be sold, visit sites.google.
com/view/easthamptonquiltproject/home.
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Selectmen, School Board Races the Focus on Nov. 4
By Anne Lilburn

Portland voters will head to the polls on Nov. 
4 to cast votes in several races, including Board 
of Selectmen (and first selectman), Board of 
Education, Board of Assessment Appeals, and 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals is comprised 
of 5 regular members and 3 alternates. Two can-
didates are running for a five-year term begin-
ning in 2025, while two additional candidates 
are running for a five-year term which begins in 
2026. The candidates for the term beginning in 
2025 are Christopher Darby (D) and Lil Wha-
len (R). The candidates for the term beginning 
in 2026 are Lauren DeCaprio (D) and Jennifer 
Tellone (R). Voters should vote for one each.

The Board of Assessment Appeals race has 
four candidates, William Donahue (R), Mar-
garet “Peggy” Keser (R), Kathleen Richards 
(D) and Cynthia L. Tyler (D). Voters should 
vote for up to two on their ballots.

On the ballot for the Board of Education 
race, eight candidates are running for four seats. 
The board consists of seven seats total, but terms 
are staggered and three of those seats are not up 
for election. The candidates are Jody M. Grosso 
(D), Erin Livensparger (D), James I. Motes 
(Independent), David Murphy (R), Kim Na-
gy-Maruschock (D), Karen Renner (R), Beth-
anne Vergean (D), and Anne Whalen (R). Vot-
ers should vote for up to four candidates.

In the Board of Selectmen race, there are 
eight candidates – four Democrats and four 
Republicans. The board consists of one first se-
lectman and six selectmen, all serving two-year 
terms. Candidates for the selectmen positions 
are Andrea G. Alfano (D), John H. Dillon (D), 
Robert Hetrick (R), David T. Kuzminski (D), 
Timothy Lavoy (R), Vincent Pitruzzello (R), 
Joe Spada (R), and James K. Tripp (D). Voters 
should vote for four candidates on their ballots. 

There is only one candidate for First Selectman: 
Incumbent Michael Pelton (R).

In an email, Portland Republican Town Com-
mittee Chair Tim Lavoy (who is himself an in-
cumbent candidate for the Board of Selectmen) 
wrote, “Our team reflects the best of Portland 
— experienced, community-focused, and ready 
to get things done. We’re talking with residents 
every day, and we feel strong momentum head-
ing into November. Voters are ready for steady 
leadership that keeps Portland affordable, safe, 
and moving forward. We encourage all voters 

come out and vote for Portland’s future.” 
On the Democratic side, Portland Democrat-

ic Town Committee Chair Andrea Alfano (who 
is likewise a candidate for the Board of Select-
men) wrote, “While the Portland Democrats 
do not have a candidate for first selectman this 
year, we are proud to present a very strong slate 
of candidates who bring experience, energy, and 
a deep commitment to our community. We are 
confident Portland voters will recognize their 
dedication and leadership.”

Man Arrested on Kidnapping, Assault Charges
A Portland resident was arrested last week 

on a variety of charges, including kidnapping 
and sexual assault, Portland Police said.

Matthew Sheltra, 37, of 128 Freestone Ave., 
was arrested Oct. 23 and charged with first-
degree sexual assault, first-degree aggravated 
sexual assault, first-degree kidnapping, first-
degree unlawful restraint, first-degree threat-
ening, second-degree strangulation, third-de-

gree sexual assault, and third-degree assault, 
police said.

According to the state judicial website, the 
charges all stem from a July 27 incident. 

Sheltra was released on $350,000 bond, the 
judicial website said, and is next due in court 
Dec. 2.

No further information was available as of 
press time.

Portland Election Day Information
The municipal election will be held Tuesday, 

Nov. 4, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School, 93 High St. 

Curbside voting will be available at the polls. 
On Election Day, call 860-262-7241 for curbside 
voting assistance. Election Day curbside voters 
should park in the school circle with your haz-
ard lights on. Early voting will occur daily from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 31, Saturday, Nov. 
1, and Sunday Nov. 2, at Portland Town Hall, 
33 East Main St. For curbside early voting assis-
tance, call 860-342-6740 when you arrive. 

Absentee ballots are also available from the 
town clerk’s office through Monday. Emergency 
absentee ballots will be available for those who 
qualify on Tuesday. See the town clerk’s office 
for an application/ballot. All outstanding absen-
tee ballots need to be received by the town clerk, 
or deposited into the absentee ballot drop box 
behind Portland Town Hall (33 East Main St.) 
no later than 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 4. 

For questions on absentee ballots, contact the 
town clerk’s office at 860-342-6743.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
all day Tuesday, Nov. 11, for Veterans Day. For 
Thanksgiving, the library will close at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 26, and will be closed all day 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28.

Children’s Programs: Cooking with Italian 
Flair: Thursdays, Nov. 12 and 18, 3:30 p.m., for 
grades 3-5. A staff member from Food Explor-
ers will teach how to make two different Italian-
inspired dishes: pizza naans and cannoli crois-
sants. 

Teen Programs: Crash Course Cooking: 
Pizza Edition: Monday, Nov. 10. 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Matt Yanarella from MyProductionsCT will be 
at the library to walk people through making 
their own pizzas from scratch, including dough, 
sauce and toppings. He will even bring his own 
pizza oven to cook the pizzas in.

Mad Science Presents: The Science of Su-
perheroes: Monday, Nov. 24, 2 p.m. Children 
will explore the science of flight, how science 
can make things invisible, and how Spiderman 
might walk up walls using fun, high-energy ex-
periments. 

Drop-In Crafternoon: Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1-3 
p.m., for grades K-5. Drop in on this half day 
of school and see what you can make with the 
items the library has on hand. Registration not 
required for this program.

Adult Programs: Adult Craft Night: Paint-
ed Pumpkin and Leaf Bowls: Thursday, Nov. 
20, 6 p.m. You’ll paint four-inch ceramic pump-
kin and leaf bowls (one each per person). Space 
is limited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience lev-
els are welcome. No registration required; sim-
ply drop in. 

Museum Passes: The library has several 
printable museum passes that can be checked 
out including: The American Clock & Watch 
Museum in Bristol – Free admission for 2 adults 
and up to 3 children (www.clockandwatchmu-
seum.org); The Carousel Museum and Museum 
of Fire History in Bristol – Free admission for 
up to four people at the Carousel Museum and 
Museum of Fire History, unlimited carousel 
rides (www.thecarouselmuseum.org); Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Spring-
field, Mass. – admits six visitors (three adults 
and three children) at discounted prices (under 
age 5 free) (www.hoophall.com). Eric Carle Mu-
seum of Picture Book Art in Amherst, Mass. – 
Free admission for 2 adults and up to 4 children 
(www.carlemuseum.org).

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, 1 p.m. Switchboard Soldiers by Jenni-
fer Chiaverini will be discussed. 1st Thursday 
Night Book Club: Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. The Seed 
Keeper by Diane Wilson will be discussed. Mys-
tery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1 
p.m. Whose Body? by Dorothy L. Sayers will be 
discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Nov. 12, 1 p.m. The Am-
ateur (2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run 
time is 122 minutes.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6761.

	 Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to 
the Food Bank every other Monday; the next 
pantry visit will be Nov. 3.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 11/3: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 11/4: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients. Bears on a journey are seeking dona-
tions of light fleece (one yard or more) for mak-
ing teddy bears for cancer patients throughout 
Connecticut. If you would like to donate, con-
tact 860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. 
– for more info, contact Bivenne at bivenne@
yahoo.com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 
suggested donation (must fill out form). Menu: 
Mexican salsa chicken, long grain rice, Mexican 
corn & bean salad, cornbread & butter, string 
cheese, fruit cup; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 
p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m.; fee 
is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 11/5: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-
Hooking, noon. 

Thursday, 11/6: Tone & Stretch, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill out 
form). Menu: chicken and veggie pot pie, gravy, 
mashed potatoes, peach cup, milk; Mahjong 
(FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 11/7: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events 
are free. Cooking for One with Marilyn: Mon-
day, Nov. 3, 11:45 a.m. This class will feature 
Appetizers for the Holidays. Fee is $10 and reg-
istration is required.

Scam Prevention Mini-Class *Holiday Edi-
tion*: Monday, Nov. 3, noon, with Sean Condon 
from Ageless Insurance. Registration required.

Fairfield Museum & History Center Trip: 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, leave the center at 10:30 
a.m. There is a $5 ride fee and $3 admission fee. 
Bring your own bagged lunch. Registration re-
quired. 

Center Closed for Veterans Day: Tuesday, 
Nov. 11. 

 Sweet Treats and Conversation with Com-
munity Leaders: Thursday, Nov. 13, 1 p.m. This 
month’s community leader is Susan Bransfield. 
Registration required.

Family History FUN with Ken Doney: Fri-

day, Nov. 14, 10:30 a.m. 
Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance: 

Monday, Nov. 17, 1:30 p.m. Free event, but reg-
istration recommended.

Live Well, Age Well: A Free Diabetes Sup-
port Group: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1 p.m., led by 
retired physician Dr. Elsamma Chacko. This 
group focuses on living well with diabetes and 
aging in place by bringing expert guidance and 
lived experience together in a supportive set-
ting. Registration suggested.

Walking Club: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 9 a.m. 
The walk is about a mile and a half and there is 
parking adjacent to the trail. The group meets at 
the trail crossing by Breezy Corners Road. 

Lunch at Monet’s Table and Outing: 
Wednesday, Nov. 19. Outing destination to be 
determined. Leave the center at 10:30 a.m. Reg-
istration required. There is a $5 ride fee, and you 
pay for your own lunch. Stay tuned for more 
info about this trip.

A Taste of the New England Tavern at Fair-
field Museum: Sunday, Nov. 23. Food historians 
Keith Stavely and Kathleen Fitzgerald will dis-
cuss and present food in New England taverns. 
Limited spaces available; registration required. 
There is a $20 event fee, and a $5 ride fee.

Center Closed for Thanksgiving: Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28. 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-ac-
cessible transportation for seniors to medical 
rides. The fee is $5/person round-trip. Give a 
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The senior center is taking ap-
pointments for the Foot Clinic with Stacey 
Cormier, RN. She will offer many services start-
ing at $35. Call to register and for more infor-
mation.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The 
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, donations should be 
of food only; call the senior center to inquire 
if staff is seeking medical equipment donations 
at this time. Due to limited space, staff cannot 
accept donations at the senior center without 
prior approval by the director.

Volunteers Wanted
The 31st annual food drive is happening 

again this year. This year, organizers dropped 
bags off to different neighborhoods on Sunday, 
Oct. 26, and will pick them up on Sunday, Nov. 
2, starting at 1 p.m.

Volunteers are needed to drop off and pick up 
the bags. If any organizations, families, individ-
ual or students would like to volunteer, please 
contact Kelly Mainetti @ 860-685-1985 or kel-
lar@snet.net.

Bereavement Support 
Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement 
Support Group.

The evening session of the group meets 
the second Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. in the church hall. The afternoon ses-
sion meets the fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in 
the church rosary room. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-
685-1966.
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(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
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— WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE —

Don’t get spooked with 
a surprise septic tank 
problem this season!

We Provide Detailed Septic Inspections For New Home Buyers

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

RE10-31-25

“We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent [8] organizations which offer [25] products in your area. 
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.”

“Not affiliated with the U. S. government or federal Medicare program.”

Medicare • Life & Health Insurance  Retirement Planning
Complimentary Consultations • Family Owned

A full service retirement agency with solutions for all your retirement needs!

392 S. Main Street, Colchester, CT
www.srhealthandretirement.com 

860-338-1466

Upcoming Educational Events

Douglas Library – Hebron
Nov. 12th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 2nd 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Richmond Memorial Library 
Marlborough

Nov. 5th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 4th 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Cragin Library
Colchester

Nov. 6th 3-4pm & 6-7pm
Dec. 4th 3-4pm & 6-7pm

Medicare Advantage
Vs. Supplemental at Office

Tues. Nov. 4th 6-7pm
Sat. Nov. 8th 6-7pm

Thurs. Nov. 27th 6-7pm

How VA and Tri-Care Works 
with Medicare at office

Mon. Nov. 3rd 6-7pm
Tues. Nov. 10th 6:30-7:30pm
Mon. Nov. 17th 6:30-7:30pm

Columbia Library 
Dec. 3rd 1-2pm & 6-7pm

East Hampton
Nov. 19th 5-6pm

Verterans Rally
Nov. 19th 5-6pm

Enrollments at Office Drop in or RSVP
Fri. Nov. 7th 8am-5pm  Fri. Dec. 5th 8am-5pm

HELLO
my name is

SimbaSimba

It’s very
important this year
to review your plan,
as there are many

changes!

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m. 

Learning: Children’s Sunday School is back 
in session. Classes for children ages 3 through 
8th grade meet  the first and third Sunday of 
each month, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. For more 
information, call Sylvia LeShane at 860-342-
0658. 

The Adult Education group is back in session. 
Episodes of The Chosen are viewed on the first 
and third Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Discussions will 
be held the second and fourth Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. Contact the church for details.

Year-Round Giving: Church members are 

collecting soup to be donated to the Amazing 
Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. The pantry 
serves food to over 900 families a month in eight 
neighboring towns, including Portland. There is 
a dire need for canned soup. All varieties except 
vegetable are needed. There is a collection box 
in the church.

Pull tabs are collected year-round and do-
nated to the Ronald McDonald “House that 
Love Built,” supporting families with seriously 
ill children. Zion recycles computer ink car-
tridges to support office supplies for Sunny Hill 
Preschool and Zion.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited 
to attend. The group meets each month on the 
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall 
and every fourth Tuesday in the church library 

at 2 p.m. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966 
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Richard Karl Foss was recently honored by Warren Lodge No. 51 for his years of 
service to Portland and its youth. Pictured from left are Sara Sterry Rutter, Warren 
Lodge No. 51 Seniopr Warden David L. Rutter, Richard Foss and Karen Foss.

‘Karl with a K’ Honored for Community Service
Richard Karl Foss, affectionately known 

throughout the community as “Karl with a K,” 
was recently honored by Warren Lodge No. 51 
for his years of service to Portland and its youth.

Always ready to lend a hand, Foss has consis-
tently supported numerous local programs and 
initiatives, including the Portland High School 
Yearbook, Project Graduation, Little League, 
Youth Football, and many other community ef-
forts. Foss has also served as a mentor to local 

youth, sharing his knowledge of car repair.
Alongside Foss in all of his efforts is his wife, 

Karen, fondly known as “Turtle.” In a press re-
lease, Warren Lodge stated, “Her steadfast sup-
port and encouragement have made it possible 
for Karl to dedicate so much time and energy to 
serving others. Together, they are recognized as 
a true ‘power couple,’ inspiring others through 
their generosity, kindness, and unwavering 
commitment to the community.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Port-

land, UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds 
worship Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

This Sunday, Nov. 2, worship will include 
an All Saints Remembrance.

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children 
will meet for Church School in the classroom, 
and the middle school class will meet in the 

youth room. Infant through pre-K children 
experience care as they enjoy playtime and an 
age-appropriate lesson.

Blood Drive: Friday, Nov. 7, from noon-5 
p.m., in Fellowship Hall. You can register in 
advance by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or sign up online at redcross-
blood.org.

For more information, call 860-342-3244.



Page 20	 NEWS BULLETIN •  October 31, 2025

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

860-633-4554

Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

GLASTONBURY, CT
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

CT LIC. #0556808 – FULLY INSURED

Driveways • Parking Lots
Roadways

— Driveway Replacement Specialist —
• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

FREE ESTIMATES
C
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5BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 52 Years ofQuality Service!
– SINCE 1973 –

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24
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Portland to Honor Veterans
Veterans Day is coming up, and there are a 

few activities coming up for Portland veterans. 
For more information, or if interested in joining 
the local American Legion post, contact post 
commander Tim Dickerson at ormontpost69@
gmail.com.

Saturday, Nov. 8: Portland’s American Le-
gion Ormont Post No. 69 will kick off the 2025 
Veterans Day activities with the Veterans Break-
fast, starting at 0730 and serving until 1030 or 
when the food runs out, whichever occurs first. 
The menu includes baked omelets (ham, cheese, 
or plain), creamed beef on toast, bacon, sausage, 
toast, grits, coffee, tea, and orange juice. The 
meal will be held at the American Legion Hall, 
12 Freestone Ave. There is a suggested donation 
of $12 per person, or $8 for children under 10.

Tuesday, Nov. 11: The Portland Veteran Af-
fairs Committee will hold a brief wreath-laying 
ceremony at 1100 at the Portland Veterans Me-

morial, located behind Town Hall, 33 East Main 
St.

Tuesday, Nov. 11: The Portland Veteran Af-
fairs Committee and American Legion Ormont 
Post No. 69 will host the annual Veterans Day 
Dinner at 1800 at Portland High School, 95 
High St. Once again, Melilli Caffé and Grill 
will provide the food for the veterans and their 
guest. A maximum of two tickets per veteran 
are available on a first-come, first-served basis at 
the Portland town clerk’s office and at the Quon-
set Surplus Store, 11 Pickering St.

Republican Meet-and-Greet
On Saturday, Nov. 1, from 4:30-7 p.m., at Far-

rell’s Restaurant, 245 Marlborough St., the Port-
land Republican Town Committee will hold its 
final Meet-and-Greet before Election Day.

All are welcome to meet the endorsed Re-
publican candidates in a relaxed setting. It’s a 
chance to hear their vision for moving Portland 
forward, share your ideas, and ask questions.

Republican candidates for Portland’s 2025 

election include: Michael Pelton for First Select-
man; Robert “Bobby” Hetrick, Timothy Lavoy, 
Vincent “Vinnie” Pitruzzello, and Joe Spada 
for Board of Selectmen; Dave Murphy, Karen 
Renner, and Anne Whalen for Board of Educa-
tion; Bill Donahue and Peggy Kesser for Board 
of Assessment Appeals; Jennifer Tellone and 
Lillian Whalen for Zoning Board of Appeals.

Adult Used
Coat Collection

Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-
bus, St. Mary Church, is sponsoring an 
“Adult Used Coat Collection.” The Portland 
Food Bank has requested the local Knights 
to once again sponsor a town-wide Coat 
Drive this Fall appealing for “gently used 
coats for adults.”

David Shovlin, Food Bank committee 
chair, has said Council 7 will “once again 
request winter coats, hats, gloves & scarves 
for adults. Portland is a town with a heart.”

To donate an Adult Used Coat, a large re-
ceptacle is available in the Rosary Room at 
the Church of Saint Mary, 45 Freestone Ave.

From the State Representative’s Desk
Putting a Little Breathing Room Back in the Family Budget

Ask just about any homeowner in Cromwell or Portland what keeps 
them up at night, and you’ll hear a familiar answer: the bills keep going up, 
but the paycheck sure doesn’t. Groceries cost more, electricity and heating 
oil costs more, insurance costs more – and then the property tax bill shows 
up and really drives it home.

That’s why the Connecticut House Republicans’ proposal to raise the 
property-tax credit to $1,000 is such welcome news. It’s a simple, common-
sense way to put a little money back in the pockets of the people who make 
our towns run – the nurses, law enforcement officers, tradesmen, teach-
ers, small-business owners, and retirees who’ve spent their lives building up 
these communities.

The plan would increase the current credit from $300 to $1,000, raise the 
minimum to $400, and increase eligibility to include more middle-income 
families. That might not sound like a big deal to folks sitting up at the Capitol, 
but down here in the real world, that extra money means a lot. It might cover a couple weeks of 
groceries, a car payment, or an unexpected medical bill.

What’s refreshing about this proposal is it gives direct help to people who pay the bills and keep 
this state afloat without gimmicks. And it’s funded responsibly – using a portion of the state’s multi-
million-dollar surplus, rather than hiking taxes somewhere else. That’s a step in the right direction.

This plan possibly helps a young family in Cromwell keep their starter home while juggling 
daycare and student loans. Maybe it lets a retired couple in Portland stay in the house where they 
raised their kids instead of downsizing just to keep up with taxes. Either way, it’s real relief that 
helps real people. Often affordability solutions are wrapped up in red tape. This plan is different. 
It’s straightforward, it’s fair, and it helps those who work hard to contribute to our communities.

At the end of the day, that’s what government should do – make life a little easier for the folks 
who work hard, play by the rules, and give back to their communities.

Raising the property tax credit won’t solve every problem, but it’s a step toward restoring some 
balance and breathing room for Connecticut’s working families. And around here, that’s some-
thing worth fighting for.

Please feel free to contact my office at 1-800-842-1423 or email me at Christie.Carpino@house-
gop.ct.gov if you have any questions.

Carpino

Quilt Guild
Meets Monthly

The Heart of the Valley/Greater Middletown 
Quilt Guild welcomes new members. Meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month at Portland Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave., from September through June. 

For more information, call 860-670-5351.
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

Large Country Cape with Full In-Law 1st Floor Apartment near Amston Lake in 
Hebron! 11 Rooms! 3 Full Baths! Walk to the Beach! Covered Front Porch! 2 Car 

Garage! Shed! Fireplace! Tons of Updates! Large Deck Overlooking Private Back Yard! 
$479,900. A Must See! 

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940
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Monday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Sun. 3-8pm Dinner Only

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 11:30am-4:00pm

www.zinascucina.com

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

Mondays: Wing It Mondays - 6 wings/$8  
12 wings/$15  variety of flavors   •  $5 Draft Beers

Thursdays:
Bourbon, Beer & Burgers

Wednesdays:
1/2 off Bottles of Wine

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

We’ve Got A Lot Going On!Visit our website
for details!

 Tuesdays are for Pet Lovers - post a photo with your pet on 
your social media & tag @ZinasCucina  for 15% off your bill

10% OFF Your Lunch w/ this Ad

RE7-18-25

1287 Main Street • 860-657-9197 Follow us on 
Facebook

Stock Up On Your 
Favorite Store Items

Jewelry, Bookworm Bundles, Flavored Popcorn, Beeswax 
Candles and Holiday Gift Baskets - The Old Cider Mill Gear, 

Soaps, Honey and so much more in our farm store…

OPEN: Wed-Fri 12:00-6:00
Sat-Sun 9:00-6:00

Closed Mon-Tues So the animals can rest

PETTING ZOO
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CIDER

Last Weekend!
Time to Decorate for Fall!

• Petting Zoo
• Farm Tractors

• Baby Chicks 
to hold!

BOGO pumpkins ANY SIZE
ALL BEANIES  $5

Decorator Special Cornstalk Straw 2 pkns  

DECORATE YOUR PORCH 
FOR HALLOWEEN

Creepy Cornstalks, Spooky Straw 
Prickly Pumpkins

LOTS OF LARGE PUMPKINS

Limited Election Enrollment Session
The Portland registrar of voters will hold 

a limited enrollment session at Town Hall, 
33 East Main St., on Monday, Nov. 3, from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., in advance of the upcoming elec-
tion. 

Residents who have qualified to vote since 
Oct. 17 due to age, citizenship, or residence 

can apply to vote. 
All other residents looking to register and 

vote in this election will need to utilize Same 
Day Registration services at the polls on Tues-
day, Nov. 4, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., at Portland 
Middle School, or during any of the remain-
ing early voting days at Town Hall.

Exchange Club
Bingo Night  

The Portland Exchange Club will hold its first 
Bingo Night of the season on Thursday, Nov. 13, 
at Concentric Brewing, located at 91 Main St. 
Card sales start at 6 p.m., and games start at 7 
p.m.

Admission is $20 for four cards to be used for 
all 10 games with prizes for the winner of each 
game. Cash, credit and debit cards will be ac-
cepted. 

Proceeds from the night will go towards the 
continuing work the Portland Exchange Club 
does in Portland. 

For more information, go to www.portland-
exchange.org.

Check Presented for Food Bank

David Gilbert and “Riz” Rizzo of the Interfaith Golf Open Tournament committee 
recently presented a check for $5,000 to the Portland Food Bank. From left are Gilbert, 
First Selectman Michael Pelton, Food Bank volunteer Kevin Bachman, and Rizzo.  

David Gilbert and “Riz” Rizzo of the Inter-
faith Golf Open Tournament committee recent-
ly presented a check for $5,000 to the Portland 
Food Bank. The proceeds were a result of the 
Aug. 5 charity golf tournament held at Portland 
Golf Course.  Total contributions to the Port-
land Food Bank are $7,000 for 2025 and over 
$40,000 since 2012.  

The Interfaith Golf Open Tournament is a 
partnership of the parishioners of the Church of 

St. Mary in Portland and Congregation Adath 
Israel in Middletown. The tournament supports 
St. Mary of Portland, Congregation Adath Israel 
of Middletown, The Amazing Grace Food Pan-
try in Middletown, The Portland Food Bank, 
and many other local charities. 

The 2026 tournament, held next August, will 
be the 30th anniversary of the charity fund-
raiser.

Lions Provide Vision Screenings for Local Youth
The Portland Lions Club recently again pro-

vided vision screening to Portland students. 
Lions Club volunteers used KidSight SPOT 

cameras, a no-touch method to screen for 
five issues that would affect a child’s ability to 
participate in learning and play activities. The 
Lions screened students at Valley View and 
Gildersleeve schools, as well as at Brownstone 
Intermediate School. The school nurses then 
followed up and gave the information to parents 

to refer them to an eye care specialist; 44 stu-
dents were refereed out of 445 students.

The cameras are courtesy of the Lebanon Li-
ons Club that received a grant to purchase the 
specialized cameras. The Lions Club thanked 
the school administrators, teachers and nurses 
for their support of this service. The Portland 
Lions Club meets one Wednesday evening each 
month at the Waverly Center.

Planning Underway for 
Class of ‘76 Reunion

Planning is underway for the Portland High 
School Class of 1976 50th Reunion.

The reunion is planned for mid-June 2026; 
tentatively June 13 or 20. There is also an op-
tional opportunity to walk with the graduating 
Class of 2026 to celebrate the 1976 alums’ Bicen-
tennial Class with the Class of 2026’s Semiquin-
centennial ceremony. The date for this will be 
determined by the school district in early 2026.

Classmates can verify current contact infor-
mation and obtain information through Mary 
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com, 
or message her on Facebook; search for “Port-
land high class 76.”
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THE WURST IS ALMOST OVER

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

TURKEY DINNERS START IN NOVEMBER!

Wurst, Schnitzel and Braten only come once a year.
Oktoberfest dinners still served through this weekend.  

Online orders use code NOV25
Rest assured - Turkey Dinners are on their way!

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

and Patio!

TUESDAY:   20% OFF your entire dinner bill 

WEDNESDAY:   Buy one entrée, Get one HALF OFF
(higher price prevails)

(Deals good November 4th & 5th, after 4pm)
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single – Served Every Friday and Saturday

DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night! Happy Hour Bar Only

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM —

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

“Johnny Piano” Every Friday Night 6-8pm in Dining Room!

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

884 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield | 860.522.3129

Whether you’re craving a rich creamy clam chowder,

                      a cozy seafood stew,

                         or a savory cod casserole,

We have the freshest ingredients to make your comfort food dreams 
come true...

Offering the freshest cod, haddock, shrimp, clams, scallops, and more.
Visit us today to bring the warmth of the ocean to you!

10
24
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KITCHEN
Closed Sun & Mon
Tue & Sat 10:30am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10:30am-6pm

RETAIL
Mon, Tues, Sat  
9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Closed Sun

15% OFF
your retail purchase! Mondays thru Wednesday ONLY

Limit 1 per coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer or discount, 
including In-Store Specials. Offer expires 11/13/24. 

Comfort Seafood for Cooler Weather
Warm up with the ultimate comfort food...seafood!

11/19/25.

CIT10-30-25
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Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Upcoming Worship: The church will cele-
brate the Feast of All Saints on Sunday, Nov. 2, at 
9:30 a.m. All are asked to bring pictures of their 
loved ones who have passed to be placed on the 
altar during the service. On Nov. 9, there will 
be a recovery service at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate 
how “Life and Love” for each other has brought 
people together. 

Service Projects: In November, church mem-

bers will gather to bake and pack Christmas 
cookies for Streetfire Ministries.

 The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4 
p.m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Annual Tree Lighting and Tree Lighting Pa-
rade: Save the date! Saturday, Dec. 6, at Brown-
stone Intermediate School. Watch for more info.

Pre-Season Basketball Clinics (Grades 3-6): 
Friday, Nov. 7, at Portland Middle School. This 
will be a 90-minute clinic led by Coach Dave 
Vasquenza and the Wins for Life staff.

Rec. Basketball Clinics (Grades K-2): 
Wednesdays, Dec. 3-Feb. 25, at Gildersleeve 
School. This volunteer led program will intro-
duce participants to the game of basketball.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Rec. Basketball Leagues (Girls & Boys, 
Grades 3-8): Players in these leagues should 
expect to have one practice per weeknight start-
ing in early December and one game per week 
starting in January. The majority of games will 
take place on Saturdays. Games will take place 
in Portland, Cromwell, East Haddam and Had-
dam-Killingworth.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Rec. is now accepting donations for bench-
es and trees at the Portland Recreational Com-
plex. If you’re interested in dedicating a bench 
or tree, call Andy for more information at 860-
342-6757.

Tai Chi for Long Life: At Riverfront Park 
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays, 
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public 
School system. Registration is now open.

Coat Drive
Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-

liam St., will hold its second annual coat drive 
to support Amazing Grace Food Pantry on Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Located in Middletown, Amazing Grace 
Food Pantry services 8 towns, including Port-
land.  

Prior to Nov. 8, gently used or new coats, vests 
or heavy sweaters of all sizes may be dropped off 
at the church. Contact the church office at 860-
342-2860 or Kathy Richards at 860-982-7624 to 
make arrangements for drop-offs. 

Vocal Chords Holiday Concert 

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords will perform its winter concert Sunday, Dec. 
7, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School.

“Winter Musical Celebration” will be pre-
sented by the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 
(MHVC) on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2 p.m., at Port-
land High School, 95 High St. The concert will 
feature 90 voices, directed by Samuel Tucker, 
and a 10-piece orchestra, directed by Alan 
Dougherty.

The program will feature pieces that have 
a pop rock feel, bells ringing with spirit, fast 
swing, Venetian music by Vivaldi, and more. 

The MHVC will perform “Light One Candle” 
recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary and arranged 
by local music educator Jack Zaino, honoring 
those who fought for freedom, along with a cho-
ral medley from Polar Express and many other 
holiday favorites.

MHVC members have donated 13,262 
pounds of food items and $23,000 to the Amaz-
ing Grace Food Pantry. They also give of their 
time to sing at Middlesex Health’s annual Hos-
pice Memorial Program honoring those who 
have passed on in Hospice during the year. Over 
the years, the Vocal Chords group has awarded 
over $93,000 in scholarships to graduating high 
school seniors in Middlesex County pursuing a 
career in nursing or music. 

Tickets to the event are $25 and can be pur-
chased from any member or by calling Joyce at 
860-342-3120 or Diane at 860-347-2787.  For 
more information, go to vocalchords20.org or 
visit MHVC on Facebook, Instagram and You-
Tube. 

PHS Class of
2015 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 2015 is 
organizing a ten year reunion for Saturday, 
Nov. 29, at Terrazza in Portland. It will start 
at 7 p.m. and include dinner and a cash bar. 

Contact Erica Backus at 860-719-7058 or 
join the Facebook page for additional details. 
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MAKE SURE YOUR VEHICLE IS UP TO THE 
TASK THIS COMING FALL SEASON!

R
E1

0-
31

-2
5Rte. 66, Portland

860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 11/30/2025

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Stop in today for your
Free Brake Check and overall 
vehicle readiness inspection!

We have 

a Tesla Tech 

on staff!

FALL Car Care & DRIVING

Ribbon-Cutting for New Parking Area

On Sept. 17, First Selectman Michael Pelton, AARP Connecticut representative 
Kelli Lefler, and other various town officials and members of the public participated 
in a ribbon-cutting ceremony to open the new parking area at the Air Line Trail. 

On Sept. 17, the Air Line Trail Committee 
hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony to open the 
new parking area at the Air Line Trail – capping 
a project a year in the making.  

The Portland Air Line Trail Committee 
(PATC) in 2024 submitted a grant request 
to AARP Connecticut for a $4,000 Commu-
nity Livability Grant. The purpose of the grant 
money was to improve the parking area at the 
intersection of the Portland Air Line Trail and 
Breezy Corners Road to assist senior residents 
with access. There were two muddy parking 
spots at that location for the past five years and 
they were difficult to use. 

The PATC was awarded the grant to improve 
and expand the parking area to allow additional 
accessibility to the trail. Under the grant, volun-
teer Fran Dwyer, with guidance from the Port-

land Public Works Department, ordered and 
purchased the required gravel. Dwyer, with as-
sistance from Robert Sequenzia, then scraped, 
leveled and compacted processed stone onto the 
parking area. The parking area will be covered 
in stone dust in the coming weeks and will be 
known as the Accessibility Parking Lot.

At the Sept. 17 ribbon-cutting, First Select-
man Michael Pelton and Kelli Lefler, associate 
state director – community outreach, repre-
senting AARP Connecticut, did the honors of 
cutting the ribbon. Members of the Portland 
Air Line Trail committee, Portland Board of 
Selectmen, AARP volunteers, Portland seniors 
and members of the public participated in the 
ceremony. A “Golden Spike” was presented to 
Lefler by Lou Pear, PLTC co-chair, in recogni-
tion of the AARP Connecticut grant. 

Lodge Presents Masonic Jewel
Warren Lodge No. 51 has announced Brother 

John B. “Jack” Sterry Jr. was recently awarded 
The Lewis Masonic Jewel, an honor bestowed 
upon the son of a Master Mason who follows in 
his father’s Masonic footsteps.

Sterry is the son of John B. Sterry Sr., who was 
also at the award presentation.

The jewel draws its symbolism from the op-
erative stonemason’s “lewis” tool, an ancient 
device used to lift and secure heavy stones in 
construction. Just as the tool bore great weight 
in building enduring structures, the symbolic 
Lewis represents the son who supports his ag-
ing father while carrying on the family’s Ma-
sonic legacy.

The Lewis Jewel itself consists of two en-
graved bars joined by chains – one bearing the 
father’s name and initiation date, the other bear-

ing the son’s. It serves as a visible emblem of the 
hereditary bond within Freemasonry. Eligibility 
and recognition are subject to the rules of each 
Grand Lodge jurisdiction.

Fittingly, and with a touch of irony, Sterry 
employs an actual lewis in his profession as a 
stone and memorial mason. His daily craft of 
lifting and setting monumental stone parallels 
the symbolic duty he now embodies: raising 
and supporting his father while continuing the 
Sterry family’s Masonic tradition.

“Warren Lodge No. 51 is honored to recog-
nize Brother Sterry with this distinction,” said 
Jeffrey Blayman, Worshipful Master of the 
Lodge. “His dedication to the craft and to his 
community reflects the values of Freemasonry 
and strengthens the heritage that binds genera-
tions of Masons together.”

Warren Lodge No. 51 Brother John B. “Jack” Sterry Jr. (right) was recently awarded 
The Lewis Masonic Jewel, which is given to the son of a Master Mason who follows in 
his father’s Masonic footsteps. At Sterry’s left is his father, John B. Sterry Sr. 

Pictured from left are Callum Moss, Liam Xiao and Sofia Rotaru at the Knights of 
Columbus CT State Soccer Challenge Championship.

Kids Win in Soccer Challenge
Three Portland kids are the state champions 

of the Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge.
On Oct. 18, Portland youths, ages 9-14, com-

peted in the Portland (Saint Mary) Freestone 
Council 7 Knights of Columbus Soccer Chal-
lenge at the Portland Recreational Sports Com-
plex on Route 17.

Age group winners Callum Moss, age 10, and 

Liam Xiao, age 11, and Sofia Rotaru, age 12, all 
advanced to the state finals on Oct. 25 at Veter-
ans Memorial Park in Wallingford – where they 
were the state champions!

Scores were based on 25 kicks from the pen-
alty line distance. Callum scored 250 points, 
Liam scored 240 points, and Sofia scored 180 
points.

Toys for Tots
The Town of Portland Garage is assisting 

the U.S. Marines in its annual Toys for Tots 
campaign, which started Oct. 1 and runs 
through Dec. 15. 

All are asked to donate new, unwrapped 
toys to children in need. Donation location: 
Portland Town Garage, 505 Glastonbury 
Tpke.

Craft & Vendor Fair
PHS Class of 2026 Project Graduation will 

hold a Craft & Vendor Fair Saturday, Nov. 22, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at Portland High School, 95 
High St. – and vendors are welcome.

There will be various local artisans and small 
businesses offering unique handmade gifts. If 
interested in being a vendor, email phsproject-
grad@yahoo.com.
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$Swimming for a Cause, cont. from page 24

Mike Flatley (middle) poses with support crew members Ray Essig (left) and Steve 
Mlynick (right) after his swim around Lake Pocotopaug on Sept. 13. Photo by Austin 
Ondas. 

For the swim around Friends Lake, Flat-
ley had a special companion in the kayak: his 
26-year-old son Sean, himself a Navy reservist.    

“It’s always inspiring, really,” said Sean Flatley 
adding that he was “always proud of him for do-
ing amazing things [and] chasing those goals.”

Flatley’s coworker at Pratt & Whitney, Steve 
Mlynick, helped as the support kayaker on Flat-
ley’s second lake swim around Lake Pocotopaug.

“It was very inspirational to help Mike with 
his goal. Not everyone can go out and do what 
he did,” he wrote in an email, adding that Flat-
ley’s cause of raising money for cancer was one 
that was close to his heart, having had friends 
who had battled the disease. 

“While he was doing the swim I was remind-
ed of a quote from David Goggins: ‘I don’t stop 
when I’m tired, I stop when I’m done,’” wrote 
Mlynick. “I owe Mike a thank you for letting me 
be a part of such a great cause.”

Flatley said he himself has supporters to 
thank, among them his wife, Emily, who he said 

has always been there for him through his Navy 
and civilian careers and his annual fitness chal-
lenges. 	

“If behind any good husband is the mother 
who raised him and the wife who’s stood by 
him,” he said, “that would apply to me. Not only 
has Emily given me the three best gifts I’ll ever 
receive, our children, but she’s led me to be a 
better person through the character standards 
she models for our family.”

Flatley said he knows he will have more chal-
lenges in the future. He’s already talking about 
a bike ride up Mount Washington next year. He 
hopes these challenges can help him serve as a 
role model to others.

“If at age 55, I can swim around two lakes and 
swim 55 miles, you know, other people can do it 
too,” he said. “And so whether you’ve exercised 
a lot in your life to date or only a little bit, or 
maybe even none at all, start now and you can 
reap the benefits for years to come.”
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Pumpkin Recycling Program Feeds Local Livestock
By Toriana Williams

When Halloween decorations start to come 
down tomorrow, Colchester residents will have 
a unique way to give their pumpkins a second 
life – by feeding them to farm animals.

The town’s Agricultural Commission, led by 
chair Donna Rosenblatt, runs a pumpkin recy-
cling initiative each year from Nov. 1 through 
Nov. 15.

“We take pumpkins that people have used for 
decorative purposes … and then we give them 
to the livestock,” Rosenblatt said. “Because 
chickens and goats and sheep and cows, every-
body likes a good pumpkin, even horses.”

Instead of letting food go to waste, the pro-
gram redirects it to farms. 

“Basically, what we do is instead of putting 
food into the waste stream, we put them to good 
use,” she said. “Pumpkins are very rich in zinc, 
and zinc gives [the animals] a little more resis-
tance … especially in the cold weather.”

The pumpkin collection effort began two 
years ago and is now in its third season. “Some 
people actually put [pumpkins] in their com-

post, but a lot of people don’t have compost. So 
this way we can do very positive things by feed-
ing livestock.”

The Agricultural Commission also runs what 
Rosenblatt calls a “livestock food bank.” It ac-
cepts a range of items – “breakfast cereal, chips, 
crackers, canned goods, fruit, vegetables, beans, 
all of which are very good for the animals.”

Rosenblatt even offers her own flock special 
treats. 

“I just gave a big can of chickpeas to my 
chickens,” she said. “Because it’s high in protein. 
It’s wonderful for them, and they eat it up.”

She said community participation has been 
strong. 

“We’ve been very blessed,” he said. “People 
have been very good about continuing.”

However, not all donations can be used as 
pumpkin quality varies each year.

“Every year it’s different,” Rosenblatt said. 
“Last year, it rained a lot, so most of the jack-o’-
lanterns were moldy.” 

Whole pumpkins, though, usually last lon-

ger. “Whole pumpkins were fine. We had them 
in December and then farmers came and they 
took as much as they wanted.”

Farmers can pick up pumpkins directly. 
“They can come and take truckloads if they 

want,” she said. “They usually don’t – they’re 
hesitant to do that. They’re modest. But they can 
take two or three truck loads during the time 
that we’re running this.”

Donations can be dropped off through mid-
November at several sites including the Colches-
ter Senior Center, Town Hall and local schools. 
After Nov. 15, pumpkins can be brought to 
Rosenblatt’s own farm at 348 Westchester Rd., 
where the livestock food bank is based.

Not all pumpkins are suitable for donation. 

“No mold, no decorations,” Rosenblatt empha-
sized. “They can be lumpy or bumpy or broken; 
I don’t care. Just no mold, no decorations.”

The Agricultural Commission doesn’t run 
fundraisers and operates purely on community 
donations. 

“We’re not making any profit on this and we 
don’t need to,” she said. The group may also 
collect Christmas trees for recycling, although 
Rosenblatt noted that this year’s plan depends 
on volunteer availability.

Despite the challenges, she remains upbeat 
about the community’s role in reducing waste 
and supporting local agriculture. “We can actu-
ally do very positive things by feeding livestock,” 
she said.

CLT Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events, and all are invit-
ed. For more information on any of the events, 
to register, or for info on CLT in general, visit 
colchesterlandtrust.org. 

Halloween Scavenger Hunt!: Sunday, Nov. 
2, 2-4 p.m., at the Bulkeley Hill Preserve, 247 
Bulkeley Hill Rd. Hosted by the CLT Youth 
Committee. Registration strongly encouraged. 
On this family-friendly hike through the trails 
of Colchester, you’ll be led on a Halloween-
themed scavenger hunt. As you wander through 
the woods, you’ll visit different stations where 
you’ll collect candy, stamps, and surprises at 
each spooky stop. Costumes are encouraged, so 
come dressed as your favorite ghouls, goblins, or 
characters for an extra treat. Parents must stay 
with their kids throughout the hike. For more 
information, contact Megan Trujillo at meganl.
trujillo@gmail.com or 518-526-6882. 

The hike is free to Members of the CLT, $5 per 
non-member adult, and free for all children un-
der 18. While easy terrain, the hike is not stroll-
er-friendly; trails are not groomed and have 
rocks and roots and wet areas. Wear appropriate 
footwear and clothing for the weather and ter-
rain. Bug and tick protection strongly suggested.  
Dogs (in costume, too!) are welcome on leash, 
but bring waste bags to dispose of off property.

Hike The Babcock Wildlife Management 
Area: Dec. 14, 10 a.m.-noon. As a wildlife man-
agement area, Babcock provides 1,500 acres of 
forest, swamps and ponds. It contains miles of 
unmarked hiking trails. The hike is approxi-
mately four miles long, mostly on a logging road 
and open paths. Adults, children and leashed 
dogs are welcome.

Directions: From Route 16/Middletown Road 
in Colchester, turn on Bulkeley Hill Road, fol-
low approximately two miles to Bulkeley Hill 
Preserve. The wood sign post and the entrance 
to the gravel parking lot will be on your right. 
For GPS use the mailbox across the street from 
the lot, 243 Bulkeley Hill Road, Colchester.

From Route 2 eastbound, take Exit 16 and 
turn right onto Route 149 South. Go approxi-
mately one mile and take left onto Cato Corner 

Road. Follow Cato Corner Road to intersection 
of Cato Corner and Route 16. Go straight across 
onto Standish Road, off Route 16. Bear right 
at first stop sign. Turn right onto Red School 
House Road, and park in the cul-de-sac at the 
end of the road.

Route 2 westbound travelers, take Exit 16, 
turn left onto Route 149 South and follow direc-
tions above. Email foundersway10@gmail.com 
for additional information. Visit colchesterland-
trust.org for updates on the hike.

The fee for this hike is free to members of the 
CLT, $5 per non-member adult, and free for 
all children under 18. The hike will be rain or 
shine, and is not stroller-friendly; trails are not 
groomed and have rocks and roots and wet ar-
eas. Advanced registration strongly suggested. 
Wear appropriate footwear and clothing for the 
weather and terrain. Bug and tick protection 
strongly suggested. Dogs are welcome on leash, 
but bring waste bags to dispose of off property. 

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

‘Ghost Run’ Half Marathon: Saturday, Nov. 
1, starting at 9 a.m. in Hebron. The parks and 
recreation departments of Hebron, Colchester 
and East Hampton are collaborating with the 
state Department of Energy and Environmen-
tal Protection to host the 22nd annual Ghost 
Run on the 13.1-mile certified half marathon 
course on the Air Line Trail. Online registra-

tion: runsignup.com/ghostrun.
Earring-Making Class: Wednesdays, Nov. 5 

and 12, at Colchester Senior Center, for aged 5 
and up. Using paint, foam stamps, collage pa-
pers and foils, create mini paper collages that 
will be combined with a textured metal frame 
of aluminum, brass or copper and embellished 
with various beads and findings to create one-
of-a-kind pierced dangle earrings. Each partici-
pant will leave with at least two complete pairs 
of earrings. You will work with small pieces and 
mini beading tools. Fee is $45 for residents, $50 
for non-residents. A minimum of five people is 
needed to run the class, with a maximum of 16. 
Instructor is Jodi Savage.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or to register, call 860-
537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day, 
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals 
(12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost 
is $6,499 per person for double occupancy, 
if booked before Feb. 26, 2026. This is a small 
group tour (only 24 people in total on the tour) 
so space is limited. There will be a trip presenta-
tion at the Colchester Senior Center on Mon-
day, Nov. 17; no registration required. For more 
information visit https://gateway.gocollette.

com/link/1346389.
Newport Playhouse – A Twisted Christmas 

Carol: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 9:15 a.m. A Twisted 
Christmas Carol is a Texas spoof of Charles 
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. It’s Christ-
mas Eve in a small west Texas town, and can-
tankerous barbecue joint owner Buford John-
son is visited in a dream by ex-business partner 
Hank Walker, who takes Buford on a journey 
like Scrooge’s. The cost is $160 per person and 
includes a huge buffet dinner and cabaret style 
performances. Space is limited. 

Discover the Canadian Maritimes Coastal 
Wonders: May 23-June 2, 2026. This 11-day, 
10-night trip includes airfare, hotels and meals 
(10 breakfasts, two lunches and four dinners). 
Cost is $4,299 per person for double occupancy, 
if booked before Nov. 23. For more information 
or to register for this trip, visit gateway.gocol-
lette.com/link/1346736.

CCT to Hold Auditions for Musical
Colchester Community Theatre has sched-

uled November auditions for its February 2026 
production of Sister Act through special ar-
rangement with MTI. 

When disco diva Deloris Van Cartier witness-
es a murder, she is put into protective custody in 
the most unexpected of places: a convent! Dis-
guised as a nun, Deloris breathes new life into 
the church’s choir and community, but her new-
found sisterhood puts her directly in the path 
of the gangsters she’s hiding from. Featuring 
original music by Tony- and eight-time Oscar-
winner Alan Menken, Sister Act is a celebration 
of music, friendship, and finding your voice.

Auditions will be held Friday, Nov. 14, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at Bacon Academy High School caf-
eteria, 611 Norwich Ave. Please prepare 32 bars 
of a song in the style of the show (pop, disco, 

soul, or gospel). An accompanist will be provid-
ed. No a cappella or backing tracks please. Sides 
from the show will be available at auditions. All 
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please 
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief 
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addi-
tional information regarding the musical, please 
visit www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. 
CCT is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 
16+ including BIPOC roles to bring this story to 
life on stage. For more information, email info@
colchestercommunitytheatre.com.

 Show dates for this production are Feb. 13, 
14, and 15, 2026. Anyone who is unable to at-
tend the auditions on the above dates must con-
tact CCT before Nov. 13 to make other arrange-
ments.

Boy Scout Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout 72 continues to accept recyclable 
containers from residents or businesses at the 
Colchester Polish Club. You can drop bags of 
recyclable containers on the left hand side of the 
pavilion at the Polish Club at 395 South Main 
Street Colchester. Or email letendrej@sbcglob-
al.net or text or call 860-917-8391, if you wish 
to schedule a pick up.

Your donations will help Scouts go to sum-
mer camp, high adventure trips and enjoy other 
camping activities that they might have to miss 
due to a family’s ability to afford the event.

Auditions for
‘Christmas Story’

The Actor’s Theatre of Colchester is present-
ing a live staged reading of A Christmas Story, 
based on the 1983 motion picture, on Dec. 12 
and 13 – and auditions will be held Nov. 10 and 
12 at 6:30 p.m., at Colchester Senior Center. 

Contact lwarfield@colchesterct.gov with any 
questions.
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WE ARE YOUR ENDORSED REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES FOR 

COLCHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION

Paid for and approved by the Colchester Republican Town Committee, Brenden Healy, Treasurer

Corrine Loyola
“The focus of Education will be 

academic excellence, information 
transparency and accountability to 

our entire Community.”

Cari Duigou  
“Guided by integrity and care for 

our community, to ensure 
transparency accountability and 

excellence in all we do.”

Olivia Duksa  
“I am ready to roll Up my sleeves, do 
the Research, and make Sure every 
decision truly benefits our students, 

teachers and the citizens of Colchester.”

OUR GOAL:OUR GOAL:
    • Provide a quality education to every child;    • Provide a quality education to every child;
    • Watch how your dollars are spent and make sure they are spent on educating your children;    • Watch how your dollars are spent and make sure they are spent on educating your children;
    • Be open. There will be NO HIDDEN EXPENSES.  The Board of Education will be transparent;    • Be open. There will be NO HIDDEN EXPENSES.  The Board of Education will be transparent;
    • We will LISTEN to your concerns.  We believe every idea deserves to be heard.    • We will LISTEN to your concerns.  We believe every idea deserves to be heard.
    • We believe in creating dialogue with the community and finding solutions together.    • We believe in creating dialogue with the community and finding solutions together.

PLEASE VOTE FOR YOUR REPUBLICAN TEAM ON NOVEMBER 4TH 
WE PROMISE TO REPRESENT YOU.

Vote Row B.  Your town. Your vote. Your voice.
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Cody McNeely 
“Everyone benefits from a stellar 

education – let’s put Colchester’s most 
valuable assets, our students and team 
of educators first this election year.”

Local Man Airlifted
After Ladder Fall

By Toriana Williams
A 68-year-old Colchester man was airlifted 

to Hartford Hospital on Saturday, Oct. 25, af-
ter falling about 20 feet from a ladder while 
working outside his home, according to Col-
chester Fire Chief Steven Hoffmann.

Hoffmann said he believed the man was 
painting his house when he fell, and he said 
the man was initially reported to be uncon-
scious. Emergency responders arrived on the 
scene to find that he had regained conscious-
ness. The Colchester Fire Department trans-
ported the man by ambulance to the Colches-
ter Town Green, where a LifeStar medical 
helicopter landed to take him to Hartford 
Hospital. Hoffmann said the man was in sta-
ble condition at the hospital. 

The unidentified man sustained a head in-
jury, Hoffmann said.

“Tthe fact he had lost consciousness and 
then regained consciousness” was part of 
what prompted the LifeStar transport, he said.

LifeStar is a medical helicopter service op-
erated by Hartford Hospital, designed to pro-

vide advanced life support (ALS) and rapid 
transportation for patients with serious inju-
ries or medical emergencies. 

“There’s usually a respiratory therapist, 
nurse and other higher-level medical care on a 
helicopter,” Hoffman said. “And obviously can 
move a lot faster because they don’t have to 
worry about congestion and traffic.”

He said Colchester has designated landing 
zones for LifeStar but that the department can 
also “utilize an open field or the end of a cul-
de-sac if we had to ….depending on where the 
incident is.”

When asked for ladder safety advice, Hoff-
mann said, “Always maintain three points of 
contact with the ladder, even when you’re 
working off it. Make sure the ladder is secured 
so it doesn’t slip out or fall.”

He added, “Just make sure you have all the 
appropriate safety equipment in place, de-
pending on what work you’re doing – gloves, 
safety glasses, helmet, whatever you may be 
doing as far as work goes.”

Scouting for Food
Colchester Boy Scout troops and Cub Scout 

packs are holding their annual ‘Scouting for 
Food’ food drive for the Colchester Food Bank.

On Saturday, Nov. 1, Boy Scouts will distrib-
ute fliers and bags to many homes in Colchester 
as possible. Residents are asked to put their do-
nations to the Colchester’s Food Bank into the 
bags provided or cardboard boxes and paper 
shopping bags. Then on Saturday, Nov. 8, they 
should leave donations at the end of their drive-
way or by their mailbox by 9 a.m. The scouts 
will begin bag pickup at that time.

All items are appreciated but there is a partic-
ular need for jelly, pasta sauce, breakfast items, 
canned pasta, healthy snacks, & canned veg-
etables. Other helpful items include macaroni 
and cheese, beverages, instant potatoes, rice and 
pasta side dishes. Personal care items and baby 
wipes & diapers are always needed (laundry 
detergent, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, and feminine hygiene 
products). Please, no glass containers, opened 
packages, or expired food.

Project Graduation Election Day Fundraiser
The Bacon Academy Class of 2026 will raise 

funds for its end-of-year graduation celebra-
tions by selling Munson’s chocolate bars at the 
Bacon Academy and Town Hall polling loca-
tions on Election Day, Nov. 4. 

All proceeds will benefit Bacon Academy 
Project Graduation whose mission is to enhance 

drug and alcohol-free awareness by providing 
safe and healthy graduation events for all gradu-
ating seniors of Bacon Academy. 

Direct donations to Project Graduation are 
always welcome. Please visit baconacademypro-
jectgrad.org for more information.

Boy Scouts Recycling Project
All Boy Scout troops in Colchester (troops 

72, 13 and 109) are participating in recycling 
plastic bottles, cans and glass bottles. 

Residents of Colchester can bring their re-
cyclable containers to the Town of Colchester 
transfer station so that the scouts can collect 
them. The scout collection shed is outside the 
gate so you can drop recycling off at any time. 

The scout shed has been placed on the left as 
you arrive at the transfer station, before the en-
trance gate. You need not enter the transfer area 
to leave your bags in the “red scout building.” 

The building is located outside the Transfer 
Station so that residents and even non-residents 
can access the building at any time outside the 
normal Transfer Station days.

Pumpkin Pals… Colchester Garden Club members recently crafted pumpkin 
joy at the Colchester Senior Center. This has become one of the favorite traditions 
led by the garden club. 

Upcoming Programs at Library
Cragin Memorial Library, located at 8 Lin-

wood Ave., has announced the following pro-
grams. For full descriptions, call 860-537-5752 
(Adult Department), 860-537-7201 (Children’s 
Department), or visit www.craginlibrary.org. 
Registration is required for all programs un-
less noted. All programs are free and sponsored 
by Friends of Cragin Memorial Library.

 Fall Storytime Session: Runs through Nov. 
20. Mondays: Mother Goose Storytime, 10:30 
a.m., Ages 2 – 5; Tuesdays: Play With Me, 10:30 
a.m. (no program 11/11), Ages 12 – 36 months; 

Lego/Duplo Challenges, 6 p.m., family program 
– no registration required; Wednesdays: Baby 
Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Ages up to 12 months; 
Thursdays: Toddler Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Ages 
3 – 5; Story & a Craft, 5 p.m., for children and 
their caregivers -- no registration required; Fri-
days: Sensory Table (Runs year-round regardless 
of storytime sessions), 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Teen Subscription Book Boxes: First Monday 
of the month. Registration is required. For those 
going into grades 6-12. Stop by the Adult Circu-
lation Desk or call 860-537-5752 to register.  
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Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. For full 
program descriptions and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Nov. 3: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, fitness orientation 
by appointment; 12:30 Mah Jongg; 12:30 p.m., 
Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Nov. 4: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Movie Time; 12:30 
p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole, AARP Meet-
ing; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, Nov. 5: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology 
by Appointment; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand 
and Foot Card Game, Life Review, Sit & Be Fit; 
11 a.m., Stroke Presentation; 1 p.m., Sew-cial 
Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drum-
ming. 

Thursday, Nov. 6: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Bereavement 
Group; 11 a.m.; Yoga; 11:30 a.m., TVCCA Egg 
Presentation; noon, Benefits Counseling; 12:05 
p.m., Chair Massage by appointment; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., Ornament Class; 4-8 
p.m., Wellness Nights.

Friday, Nov. 7: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Open Enroll-
ment by Appointment; 9 a.m., Open Art Stu-
dio, Seasonal Crafting; no Social Service Hours 
today; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Choral 
Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Rides to the Polls: Tuesday, Nov. 4, 9 a.m.-

noon. On Election Day, there will be voting for 
first selectman, Board of Selectmen, Board of 
Education and Board of Finance. Regional poll-
ing stations will be used. If you need a ride to 
the polls to vote, please contact the senior center 
no later than noon, the day before to schedule 
a ride. 

Stroke Presentation: Wednesday, Nov. 5, 11 
a.m. Brad Fowler from Middlesex Hospital will 
share information about prevention, symptoms 
and treatment for strokes. This presentation can 
help you save your life or someone you love. 
This is a free program. Registration is required.

Four-Week Bereavement Support Group: 
Starting Thursday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m., sponsored 
by Masonicare Hospice & Palliative Care. The 
group and meet each week (except for Thanks-
giving) and end Thursday, Dec. 4. Participants 
are asked to attend all four sessions. To register, 
contact Meghan Youmell, bereavement coordi-
nator at Masonicare, at 203-427-5732. You do 
not have to wait till Nov. 1 to register. Space is 
limited.

A Tribute to Veterans: Monday, Nov. 10, 11 
a.m. Local author Cynthia Parzch will pres-
ent on her book Arlington National Cemetery: 
Its History. Parzch will present the back story 
of this iconic spot and highlight some of the 
stories of the interesting people who lived and 
were buried in Arlington National Cemetery. 
Tribute will be paid to local veterans and enjoy 
a slice of apple pie. Copies of Parzch’s book will 
be available for purchase for $12 cash or check. 
Cost for this program is free for veterans and 
their spouses, $2 for all others. Registration is 
required.

Elder Abuse Presentation: Wednesday, Nov. 
12, 10:30 a.m. An Elder Abuse team from Safe 
Futures will provide a presentation. Sheila Hor-
vitz will introduce Nick Swider, the Safe Futures 
Elder Abuse Counselor. This is a free program. 
Registration is required.

Prue Law Group Celebrates 45 Years 
The Prue Law Group, P.C. marked a signifi-

cant milestone this year, celebrating 45 years of 
providing legal guidance to individuals, families 
and businesses throughout eastern and central 
Connecticut. 

Also this year, the firm opened an office in 
Colchester. 

Since its founding in 1980, the firm has 
grown from a small local practice into a top law 
firm for estate and business law services in the 
region.

The firm’s 45th anniversary year has been 
marked by strategic initiatives designed to 
strengthen its position as the region’s pre-
mier law firm while expanding accessibility to 
its specialized services. In May 2025, the firm 
launched a refreshed brand identity and new 
website that reflects both its established reputa-
tion and its forward-looking vision, including 
updated mission, vision, and values statements, 
along with enhanced visual elements and mes-
saging that speak to both long-standing clients 
and next-generation Connecticut residents and 
businesses. 

This was followed in August 2025 by the 
opening of the firm’s fourth location at 167 
Lebanon Ave Suite B in Colchester, strategically 
positioned at the heart of the firm’s eastern and 
central Connecticut service area and joining ex-
isting locations in Willimantic, Brooklyn, and 
Coventry to create a comprehensive network 
that makes the firm’s services more accessible 
throughout the region.

“Reaching 45 years is a testament to the trust 
our clients have placed in us and the dedication 
of our exceptional team,” said attorney Patrick 
Prue, founder of The Prue Law Group. “When 
I started this practice in 1980, my goal was to 
provide sophisticated legal expertise with genu-
ine personal attention. That commitment hasn’t 

changed, but we’ve evolved to meet the chang-
ing needs of our community and expanded our 
reach to serve more families and businesses 
across eastern and central Connecticut.”

Prue’s more than 20 years of experience as a 
probate judge has helped position the firm as 
a leader in estate planning, probate and estate 
settlement, and elder law services. Over the 
years, the firm has expanded its practice areas 
to include business law, real estate law, family 
law, personal injury law, and litigation, creating 
a comprehensive legal services platform that 
serves clients throughout their personal and 
professional lives.

“Many of our clients have been with us for 
decades, and now we’re serving their children 
and grandchildren,” said attorney Evelina Rusz-
kowski, who leads the firm’s estate planning 
practice and was recently named to Super Law-
yers’ 2025 Connecticut Rising Stars list. “That 
generational trust is something we take seri-
ously. Our recent brand refresh and expansion 
efforts reflect our commitment to continuing 
to serve eastern Connecticut families and busi-
nesses for the next 45 years and beyond.”

“The Colchester area presents significant op-
portunities for growth, particularly given the 
region’s demographics that align with our core 
practice areas,” Prue noted. “This location al-
lows us to better serve existing clients while 
making our specialized expertise accessible to 
new families and businesses who value sophis-
ticated legal guidance with personal attention.”

As The Prue Law Group celebrates 45 years 
of service, it continues its mission of improving 
lives. 

“Our mission is to improve the lives of our 
clients and community by providing excep-
tional legal expertise with personalized service,” 
Prue said. “After 45 years, that mission is stron-

The Prue Law Group – which just in August opened an office in Colchester – is cel-
ebrating 45 years this year. Since its founding in 1980, the firm has grown from a small 
local practice into a top law firm for estate and business law services in the region. 
ger than ever. We’re honored by the trust our 
community has placed in us, and we’re commit-
ted to continuing that tradition of excellence as 
we look toward the future.”

For more information about The Prue Law 
Group or to schedule a consultation at any of 
the firm’s four locations, visit pruelawgroup.
com or call 860-423-9231.

Frosty Firehouse
Craft Fair

The Colchester Hayward Fire Company Aux-
iliary will hold the annual Frosty Firehouse 
Craft Fair Saturday, Nov. 8, from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m., at Fire Headquarters, 52 Old Hartford Rd.

In addition to Frosty’s Kitchen Menu, home-
baked goodies will be in abundance. Area arti-
sans and crafters will fill the firehouse bays with 
their wares. Come get a candy cane from Santa 
starting at 11 a.m., and check out Frosty’s Prize 
Table! (Drawings at 2:30 p.m.)

Snowflake Bazaar
Many vendors and crafters will be on hand 

at the annual Snowflake Bazaar Saturday, Nov. 
1, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Markham Meadows 
Campground in East Hampton, located at 9 
Markham Road, off Tartia Road from Route 16. 

Sponsored by the Westchester Congrega-
tional Church, the bazaar will offer the famous 
Cookies by the Pound, artisans, a variety of ven-
dors and crafters, raffles, lunch and more. All 
proceeds benefit the church. 

Ladies Guild
Christmas Fair

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild will hold its an-
nual Christmas Fair Saturday, Nov. 8, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., at the church, 128 Norwich Ave.

All are invited to a festive day of holiday shop-
ping and cheer. Included will be homemade 
baked goods, handcrafted items, Christmas 
treasures, a variety of raffle prizes, and various 
local vendors.

Lunch will be available for purchase from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

Annual Fall Market 
Nov. 1

Colchester Federated Church’s annual 
Fall Market is coming up on Nov. 1, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the church, 60 Main St. 

This fair will showcase over 50 lo-
cal crafters, vendors, farmers and more. 
Rustic Streats Food Truck will be on site 
for lunch. Take your chances at the raffle 
table, and treat yourself to a sweet treat at 
the bake sale. 

St. Joseph’s Tailgate BBQ
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society at 395 South 

Main St. is hosting its fourth annual indoor 
Tailgate BBQ on Sunday, Nov. 2. Advanced tick-
ets are required for this event. 

Wings will be served at 2 p.m. The rest of 
the buffet will be served at 3 p.m. and includes 
brisket, pulled pork, chicken, meat bombs (ba-
con meatloaf), kielbasa with sauerkraut, mac & 
cheese, and baked beans. 

Cost is $22 per person. This is an in-person 
event and will not have a takeout option. Tickets 
must be purchased by Oct. 26. For more infor-
mation, call 860-537-2550.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

DTC Election Day 
Food Drive

The Colchester Democrats will hold 
a food drive on Election Day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, at all three polling places. 

All donations will be brought to the Col-
chester Food Bank to support residents af-
fected by the cuts to SNAP benefits that go 
into effect on Nov. 1. Suggested items in-
clude, but are not limited to, soups, peanut 
butter and jelly, canned proteins like tuna 
and chicken, canned beans, pasta, person-
al hygiene items, and pet food. 

All items will be collected at the Demo-
cratic Town Committee tents set up out-
side the polls. If possible, bring items in 
bags or boxes for easy transport. 

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through 
June.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 

knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Air Line Trail
Toastmasters 

The Air Line Trail Toastmasters Club meets 
the second and fourth Thursday of each month, 
from 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall, 127 Norwich 
Ave., or via Zoom.

Discover the art of communication and lead-
ership with the Toastmasters program. 

For more information (including the Zoom 
link), email contact-6976@toastmastersclubs.
org. The club can also be found at airlinetrail.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.
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ACROSS
1 Digging tool
6 Detail, for short

10 Cheese nibblers
14 Scoped out
15 Canned fish
16 Soon, in poems
17 Job seekers
19 UCLA part: 

Abbr.
20 Co-star of Betty

and Bea
21 Delicately
23 Continuous 

form, e.g.
25 Rising star
26 Vaccines
28 Word with dog 

or dollar
31 Jimmy Kimmel, 

for one
34 Prefix with 

propyl
35 Overcharge, big 

time
37 Easy to swap 3 Skier's mecca 38 Hazardous gas 52 Skip a syllable

out 4 Ctrl-Alt-___ 39 Bare-bones 53 Avoid cancella-
41 Vice ___ 5 Prolific inventor 40 Verb acting as tion
42 "Annabel Lee" 6 Plymouth Colony a noun 54 Indications

writer leader 46 World Heritage 55 "Matilda" author 
43 Peachy follower 7 Bits of wordplay Site org. Roald
44 WNW's reverse 8 Bait the hook 47 Swarmed 56 Buckeye state
45 Like some air- 9 Type of oil 48 Marx 57 SAG member's 

port purchases 10 Pale purple collaborator gig
49 Unaccompanied 11 River float, at 50 Bar fruits 61 Stool pigeon
51 Marathon times

participants 12 Mattress spring
55 Tyrannical 13 Covet
58 Floral garland 18 Boston cager
59 "Excuse me..." 22 Word with 
60 Like some fires mental or mirror

or looks 24 Sisters of Greek
62 Bring on board myth
63 San Quentin 27 Lathered up

quarters 29 Flirtatious stare
64 Burdened 30 Hammerhead 
65 Casualty part
66 Tribute poems 31 Queen's place
67 Seethes 32 Singles

33 Party 
DOWN decorations

1 Winter warmer 36 Like some 
2 ___ New Guinea furniture

Week of 9/15/25 - 9/21/25 
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Election Day is Next Week
By Toriana Williams

When Election Day rolls along on Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, Colchester voters have a number of 
competitive and choice-heavy ballot lines – led 
by the first selectman race. 

For first selectmen, incumbent Bernie Denn-
ler, a Democrat, is being challenged by Repub-
lican John Thomas. On the Board of Selectmen 
ticket, Democrats Rosemary Coyle and Denise 
Turner are seeking reelection, as are Republi-
cans Cliff O’Donal and Art Shilosky. Republi-
can Tim Vaillancourt, a member of the Board 
of Finance, is also looking to join the selectmen 
board.

On the Board of Finance, Democrats Sean 
Gillespie, Jillian T. Vinci and Krista Kardys 
are all running, as are Republicans Michael Du-
breuil and Amber Webster. 

For the Board of Education, the Democratic 
candidates are Gussie Gilberti and Nancy Nel-
son, while Corrine Loyola, Olivia Duksa, Cari 
Duigou and Cody McNeely are all running on 
the Republican side. There are also two peti-
tioning candidates this year, running on Row 
C: Donna Antonacci and Marguerite Gignac. 
Antonacci and Gignac are incumbent Republi-
can members of the board, but neither was en-
dorsed by the local Republicans at their caucus 
this past summer.

For town treasurer, Democrat David Koji is 
squaring off against Republican John Ringo. 

Lastly, for the Board of Assessment Appeals, 
the Democrats running are Andrew J. Courn-

oyer and Eric Arthur Jackson, while the Re-
publicans are Michael Begun and Glenn Shi-
losky.

In an interview Wednesday with the Rivereast, 
Thomas – who is also chair of the Colchester 
Republican Town Committee – was optimistic.

 “I believe we will all do well as we have been 
well-received in town,” he said. “We are a very 
strong, well prepared, knowledgeable, dedicat-
ed, focused and transparent team.” 

Thomas continued, “We are committed to 
moving Colchester forward as a town people 
can count on for the best education, services, 
variety of merchants and affordability. Vote row 
B on Nov. 4th.”

Colchester Democratic Town Committee 
chair, Monica Swyden, shared her thoughts on 
her party’s chances for the upcoming local elec-
tion. 

“The Democratic team is confident that our 
candidates are the best choice to keep Colches-
ter moving forward in the right direction,” she 
said. “Our candidates are experienced in their 
fields and will bring expertise to the boards 
they’re running for.” 

Swyden explained that she and other com-
mittee members “aren’t taking anything for 
granted … because voters tend to become less 
engaged when things are going well. This is why 
it’s important for everyone to exercise their civic 
right to vote either early this weekend or on 
Election Day.”

Troop 13 Holds Court of Honor
Colchester Scout Troop 13 recently held its 

fall Court of Honor to recognize scouts who 
earned rank advancement, merit badges, and 
other awards.  The Troop also reflected on its 
June five-day year-end Camping trip to Cape 
Cod, a week of July Summer Camp fun, and 
recognized one parent’s recent completion of 
the Appalachian Trail thru-hike.

Rank Advancement: Ben Adams earned Sec-
ond Class and First Class; Cody Blanda earned 
Star; Terry Boaz earned Second Class; Joseph 
Chechile earned Life; Logan Cleary earned Sec-
ond Class, Jordan Darvas earned Second Class 
and First Class; Neil Drylie earned Tenderfoot, 
Zack Ginand earned Second Class, Brody Ho-
chholzer earned Second Class and First Class; 
Zack Jodoin earned Second Class; Nick Peck 
earned Tenderfoot, Brandon Verruso earned 
Second Class and First Class, Cody Zajac earned 
Scout, and Garrett Schutz earned Eagle Scout. 

Merit Badges: Over the past 12 months scouts 
earned over 75 merit badges. Since June the fol-
lowing merit badges were earned: Ben Adams 
earned Citizenship in the Nation, Environmen-
tal Science, Fish and Wildlife; Cody Blanda 
earned Camping, Mammal Study;  Jacob Blanda 
earned Citizenship in the Nation; Terry Borz 
earned Art, Astronomy, Environmental Science, 
Plumbing and Wood Carving; Joseph Chechile 
earned Citizenship in Society, Geology, Shot-
gun, Soil and Water Conservation, Weather; 
Logan Cleary earned Archery, Astronomy, Life-
saving, Model Design, Orienteering; TJ Crowell 
earned Mammal Study, Personal Management, 
Reptile and Amphibian, Shotgun, and Weather; 
Jordan Darvas earned Citizenship in Society, 
Citizenship in Nation, and Environmental Sci-
ence; Anthony DePaola earned Archery and 
Wood Carving; Jacob Gauthier earned Lifesav-
ing and Ice Skating; Zack Ginand earned Model 
Design, Nature, and Weather; Brody Hochhol-
zer earned Citizenship in Society, Citizenship in 
Nation, Digital Technology, Shotgun, Wilder-
ness Survival; Zack Jodoin earned Camping, 
First Aid, Shotgun, and Wilderness Survival;  
Nick Peck earned Citizenship in Nation, Cook-
ing, Electricity, First Aid, and Mammal Study; 
Aiden Raulukaitis earned Climbing; Brandon 
Verruso earned Environmental Science.  

Other Awards: Recently, Brandon Verruso 
and Brody Hochholzer completed the Mile 
Swim award while at summer camp.  This is 
the second consecutive year that scouts earned 
the Mile Swim award. Life Scout Miller Brown 
earned the award in 2024.

Scout Leadership: Troop 13 is a scout led 
troop and senior leadership roles were recog-

nized for the upcoming six months. Joseph 
Chechile is senior patrol leader, and assistant se-
nior patrol leaders are Cody Blanda and Jordan 
Darvas, and patrol leaders are Brandon Verruso, 
Ben Adams and Brody Hochholzer.  

Cape Cod Camping Trip: The highlight of the 
troop’s summer outdoor program is an annual 
five-day camping trip and this year scouts voted 
to visit Cape Cod.  The adventure started with a 
personalized interactive tour of the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute in Woods Hole, Mass. 
Scouts were able to touch and interact with live 
ocean wildlife in the wet lab, observe zebra fish 
research aimed at understanding the impacts 
to wildlife and humans from various types of 
environmental pollution.  Scout also received a 
personal tour of ROV Jason by one of the cur-
rent engineers/operators.  Jason is one of two 
remotely operated vehicle (ROV) system de-
signed and built by WHOI’s Deep Submergence 
Laboratory and funded by the National Science 
Foundation to allow scientists to have access to 
the seafloor without leaving the deck of a ship.  
Other highlights of the trip included three days 
of beach fun at Mayflower, Marconi, and Nau-
set Light Beaches.  An evening campfire on 
Nauset Light Beach with peach and blueberry 
cobbler over the beach campfire.  Several scouts 
completed bike rides and cross county running 
practice on the Cape Cod bike trail, and explo-
ration of several local towns.    

Appalachian Trail (A.T.): The troop also 
congratulated Rodman Cappiello for recently 
completing a five month thru-hike from Geor-
gia to Maine (2,190 miles). Cappiello shared 
his experiences, challenges, stories, and lesson 
learned with scouts.  

If you like the outdoors and enjoy camping, 
Troop 13 may be for you. The Troop meets most 
Mondays at 7 p.m. at the St. Andrew Church 
Hall, in Colchester.  Boys ages 11 through 17 are 
welcome to join.  For more information, stop 
by at any meeting or contact Scoutmaster Brian 
Marburger at brian.marburger@comscast.net 
or 860-917-5896.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Colchester Cares Supports the Fire Company 
Colchester Cares, as part of its third-quar-

ter collective donation, recently contributed 
$1,600 to provide bagged lunches for the Col-
chester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company’s 
annual Golf Tournament.

The tournament supports the Fire Com-
pany’s efforts in recruiting, retention, schol-

arships, and maintenance of the Schuler Park 
training and event facility. Colchester Cares 
will meet at the Cragin Memorial Library on 
Wednesday, Oct. 29, at 7 p.m. 

For more information on the group, visit 
www.colchestercares.org or follow the group 
on Facebook.

Colchester Cares recently contributed $1,600 to provide bagged lunches for the 
Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company’s annual Golf Tournament. Pic-
tured from left are Debi Marvin, president of the CHVFC and Colchester Cares 
member; Lori and Jack Faski, Colchester Cares members; and Brian Talarczyk, 
co-founder of Colchester Cares. 

Turkey Basket Drive
Rotary’s Turkey Basket drive is in full 

swing – and donations are sought to help 
the Rotary achieve its goal of providing for 
those in need. 

Please consider purchasing a turkey 
leg in any amount at the registers at both 
Noel’s and Westchester markets. Those 
who wish to donate by check can send to 
“Honor Rotary,” P.O. Box 775, Colchester, 
CT 06415. 
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Republicans Share Experience and Goals for Election
By Toriana Williams

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4, and some 
of the Republican candidates for the boards 
of selectmen, finance and education recently 
sat down with the Rivereast and outlined their 
goals, if elected.

Board of Selectmen
Rob McLaughlin is a longtime Hebron resi-

dent and first-time political candidate running 
for the Board of Selectmen. 

“I’ve been in town for almost 20 years … we 
raised our family here,” he said. “My two boys 
went through high school. I did a lot of coaching 
with kids in local sports, whether it be football, 
basketball, or baseball. You know, I just really 
fell in love with the town over the past 20 years.”

McLaughlin currently serves as president of 
Friends of RHAM Football, a nonprofit booster 
organization supporting local student-athletes. 
In his professional life, he works as a risk man-
ager, a background he says aligns closely with 
the board’s duties.

“My full-time job is I work as a risk manager 
for helping businesses place their insurance 
programs,” he explained. “When I see things 
happening in town – when initiatives are put 
forward -- it’s important to evaluate the risks 
that are involved and make the appropriate de-
cision for the residents of the town, both fiscally, 
but other factors may be involved as well.”

A lifelong athlete, McLaughlin said his team-
oriented mindset also informs his leadership 
philosophy. 

“I’ve played team sports my entire life,” he 
said, noting he was a football quarterback in 
high school and college. He said he felt that ex-
perience helped prepare him for a board seat.

“I think that helps in terms of understanding, 
that you have to think about things for more 
than just yourself and your family,” he said. “You 
have to know what everybody’s doing. You have 
to know everybody’s responsibility. And I think 
that helps take a more holistic approach.”

If elected, McLaughlin said he hopes to bring 
“common sense” and “accountability” to town 
government. 

“I want to be able to message back to the 
residents,” he said. “There’s a lot of communica-
tion breakdown when things happen – whether 
it’s zoning approval, affordable housing or the 
transfer station. There’s a lot of mixed messages 
going on, and I think clear lines of communica-
tion are needed so people understand not only 

that a decision has been made, but why the deci-
sion was made.”

He added, “Sometimes it’s not the most popu-
lar decision, but we need to do it for the entirety 
of the residents of Hebron.”

McLaughlin concluded, “I’ve set strong roots 
in this town with my wife and raising my fam-
ily here. We love the town, and I plan to do ev-
erything I can to work hard and do things ap-
propriately, and with a sense of urgency for the 
residents.”

Board of Finance
A former member of the Hebron Board of 

Education, Brian O’Reilly is running for the 
Board of Finance. He shared he has previously 
served on the Hebron Board of Education, and 
has lived in town for more than 20 years.

“I raised four kids, and now that they’ve kind 
of moved out on their own, luckily I have some 
spare time on my hand,” he said. “So I figured 
it’s time for me to get back into the community.”

O’Reilly said his motivation is simple: grati-
tude. “Honestly, you know what? I’m at the 
point in my life where I feel … Hebron served 
me very well, my children with their education. 
It’s a great community to raise your kids in. I 
figured… Let me give back.”

He said his main focus would be responsible fis-
cal management and inclusive decision-making.

“Just responsibility,” he said. “Communica-
tion with the other board members, with the 
Republicans, Democrats, the town and the in-
dependents, and just making sound financial 
decisions that benefit everybody in town, not 
just one select group. Everybody. The young, the 
old, the in between.”

O’Reilly described himself as a listener first. 
“Honestly, I think being prepared as a can-

didate is just having an open mind to be able 
to listen to the issues, to be able to listen to the 
people, to make the best decision they can at 
that given time,” he said.

A small business owner, O’Reilly operates 
Yankee Courier Services, which he said gives 
him firsthand experience managing budgets 
and staff. 

“Owning a business, I understand the respon-
sibilities of budgeting, fiscal responsibility, and 
just being a responsible citizen,” he said.

“Me being able to listen clearly, communicate 
effectively, and just going in there with an open 
mind – I think I’d be an excellent candidate,” he 

added. “I don’t have all the answers, but if there’s 
one thing I do have, it’s an open mind to listen 
to what really makes sense, to prioritize what 
truly matters to everybody.”

Hebron Board of Education
Toni Livernois is running for the Hebron 

Board of Education, bringing a professional 
background in teaching, coaching and health-
care management. 

“I actually have a background in elementary 
education, coaching and teaching,” she said. 
“When there was the opportunity, I thought it 
would be great to get involved and give back to 
the community, and then also help support our 
schools, the students and the teachers.”

Livernois previously taught “sixth grade, 
fourth grade, and preschool.” She and her hus-
band, a Navy veteran, relocated frequently be-
fore settling in Hebron. 

“Whenever we moved, I got a new teach-
ing job,” she said. “I also have a background in 
coaching gymnastics, track and volleyball with 
the schools that I worked for, and then also pri-
vately as well.”

She added that her professional shift to health 
care management strengthened her leadership 
and communication skills. 

If elected, Livernois said she would focus 
on “strong communication and support be-
tween the community and the teachers and the 
students,” as well as “excellence and equity in 
schools.” She explained, “I know for our special 
needs students, it’s super important that they 
have support from the teachers, but also the re-
sources that they need to succeed.”

RHAM Board of Education
Brandie O’Reilly is a first-time candidate 

running for the RHAM Board of Education. 
“I was just looking to serve the community 

in any way that I could, wherever the help was 
needed,” she said. “When I sort of said, ‘Where 
do you need help? What makes the most sense?’ 
– we talked about my background and my ex-
periences, and it wasn’t me initially who kind of 

said, ‘Oh, put me here.’ It’s what made the most 
sense, where the needs were at the time.”

O’Reilly said her background spans business 
management, community health education and 
direct involvement with public schools. 

“Throughout my career, I’ve been in touch 
with a form of education of one type or anoth-
er,” she said. “I’ve done community health edu-
cation in conjunction with the Department of 
Public Health… and I actually was going to be 
a high school English teacher and went through 
my junior year at Central back in the early ’90s.”

She added, “I have four children who’ve all 
been through elementary, middle school and 
high school. I’ve also served for the Hartford 
Public School system as a process coach for 
the School Governance Council. That gave me 
some really great insight into community en-
gagement with administration, teaching staff 
and students… really yielded some pretty fan-
tastic results.”

O’Reilly emphasized that she has “no agenda” 
beyond serving the public. 

“I want to foster communication and coopera-
tion across different constituents who come to the 
table with concerns,” she said. “I really want to fos-
ter better communication and cooperation so that 
we can get some creative solutions to the table.”

She also stressed balance and pragmatism: “I 
want to make sure that our staff also feel sup-
ported and heard, while at the same time, obvi-
ously we have budget constraints. And I’m not 
afraid to make difficult decisions.”

When asked why voters should support her, 
O’Reilly said, “I really don’t come in with an ego 
or an agenda. I come in with a genuine desire to 
serve my community. …  My selling point is my 
neutrality and my background in navigating ne-
gotiations and bringing out the best in people. 
That’s where we get the most creativity and the 
best outcomes.”

Candidate Michael Beaulieu was unable to 
be reached for comment but still remains on the 
ballot.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information 
and full program descriptions, and to register, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless 
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

Audrey Carrol Painting Class: Fridays, Nov. 
7 and 14, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $40 for 
both sessions or $25 for one. All levels of experi-
ence welcome. Sign up by Wednesday, Nov. 5.

Medicare Open Enrollment/Winter Fuel 
Assistance: The Open Enrollment period takes 
place annually from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7. 
This is your opportunity to review all of your 
options and decide to stay with your current 
plan, or switch to another plan, or change the 
way that you receive your Medicare benefits. To 
set up an appointment, call the senior center 
and ask for Sharon or Dennis.	

Veterans Appreciation Lunch: Wednesday, 
Nov. 12, 11:45 a.m.; doors open at 11:30 a.m. 
The center will host a free lunch for local veter-
ans and a guest. The menu will consist of pulled 
barbecue chicken, a Hawaiian sandwich roll, 
baked beans, coleslaw, dessert, coffee and tea. 
Registration required by Friday, Nov. 7.

RHAM Bingo: Mondays, Nov. 17 and Dec. 8, 
2:30-4 p.m. The RHAM National Honor Soci-
ety Students come and call the games, provide 
refreshments, and prizes. You can play up to 4 
cards for free and they play a total of 8 games. 

Sound Healing: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m., 
with staff from The Residence at Glastonbury. 
Through soothing vibrations from instruments 
like crystal singing bowls and the Native Flute, 
you’ll be guided into a meditative state that pro-
motes deep relaxation and emotional release. 

Chatham Health Monthly Educational Se-
ries: Thursday, Nov. 20, 12:15 p.m., topic to be 
determined. Chatham Health’s Stephanie Reyes 
will present..

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings: Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., offered by 
Chatham Health. No registration required. 
Then, stay for the monthly educational series 
immediately following.

On Yoga: The Architecture of Peace: Monday, 
Nov. 24, 10:15 a.m. Yoga instructor Laurie Pas-

teryak will show this documentary, which will 
be followed by a discussion. It will be a “yoga 
gratitude party” in honor of the Thanksgiving 
holiday week. Since there will be no yoga class 
on that Thursday it will be a different type of 
gathering: a movie + discussion (known as 
“satsang”). It is free, but if you plan on com-
ing, please pre-register for set-up purposes, but 
drop-ins are welcome too. You do not have to be 
in the yoga class; this is open to anyone. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is 
required by noon the day before the trip. Sched-
ule: Friday, Nov. 7, 11 a.m., Walmart; Friday, 
Nov. 14, 11 a.m., Stop & Shop; Friday, Nov. 21, 
Big Y; Closed on Friday, Nov. 28; Friday, Dec. 5, 
11 a.m., Walmart.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages 
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals, 
for medical care, personal needs care, gro-
cery shopping, or other pre-approved needs. 
Transportation available Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Appointments must be scheduled a minimum 
of 24 hours in advance, but 48 hours is recom-
mended – and required for new riders. For more 
information or to schedule an appointment, call 
860-228-1700.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; most 
require pre-registration. More information in 
the monthly newsletter or at the senior center. 
Monday through Friday: Exercise Equipment 
Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. – though from 9 a.m.-
noon on Fridays. 

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 
a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays: Knit-
ting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand 
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: En-
hance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. Thursdays: 
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Chatham Health 
blood pressure screening, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of the month; Chatham 
Health Education Series, 12:15 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month; Massage, 12:30-6:30 
p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; 
Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. 

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Sunday services are at 8 
a.m. (Rite 1 without music); and at 10 a.m. (Rite 
2 with hymns). A coffee hour is held following 
each service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 
a.m. service.

Book Club: Meets Mondays through Novem-
ber from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. This fall, the group 
is reading The Dream of God by Verna J. Dozier. 
Bring your lunch and enjoy fellowship and food.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 

Zoom for an online social gathering. 
Special Veterans’ Worship Service: Nov. 9 at 

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. St. Peter’s invites all veter-
ans to come as the church gives thanks for their 
service.

Outreach: This month, food donations will 
go to the Andover food pantry. A collection 
basket is in the church and outside the parish 
hall.  A portion of the proceeds from the Pump-
kin Fest will be given to the Hebron Synagogue 
to help with their roof reconstruction. 

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connections:  Mon-
days at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Com-
mittee: Mondays at 4 p.m.; Choir: Wednesdays 
at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: Building and 
Grounds, Community Events planning, Fi-
nance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday starting 
Sunday, Oct. 26. The study, on the First Epistle 
of Peter, will be led by Elder George Logan. The 
theme is “Standing Firm in Grace: A Call to Ho-
liness in a Hostile World.” All adults welcome to 
join in this study, where together they’ll learn 
what it means to “stand firm in the true grace of 
God” (1 Peter 5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
The study will continue in the Book of Psalms 
every first and third Thursday of the month 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m., at the church.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! 
Mug-Making: Friday, Nov. 7. All middle and 
high school youth are welcome for food, a les-
son, mug-making, and more. Kids are welcome 
to come either at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and the 
whole event, or arrive at 8 p.m. for dessert and 
activity. Pick up is at 9:30 p.m.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Air Line Trail Ghost Run Half Marathon: 
Saturday, Nov. 1. To register, visit runsignup.
com/GhostRun.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for 
Recreational programs for grades 9-12.

Minds in Motion RE/CO Robot: At Hebron 
Elementary School Tuesdays, Nov. 18-Dec. 16, 
from dismissal until 4:20 p.m. Build and take 
home your very own RE/CO Robot, a mechani-
cal off-roading adventure. 

Karate: Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m., at Gilead Hill 
School, for ages 6 through adult. These are six-
week ongoing sessions. Must register for each 
ongoing session. 

Food Explorers at HES: Thursdays, Nov. 20-
Dec. 18, from dismissal-4:15 p.m. Each week 
you’ll make a dessert inspired by your favorite 
holiday flavors and foods. All recipes are nut-
free and vegetarian but will contain dairy, eggs 
and gluten. 

Barre-Yoga Fusion: Wednesdays, Nov. 12-
Dec. 17, 6:15-7:15 p.m., at GHS. All fitness levels 
welcome. Equipment needed: Yoga Mat, Light 
Hand Weights (2-3lbs). 



NEWS BULLETIN •  October 31, 2025	 Page 29

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!
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EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 2PM
OCT 26TH - NOV 23RD

FOLLOW SIGNS TO 423 JONES STREET HEBRON
BEST TARGET SHOT WINS!
CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE!
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Jaksin S.

Local Democrats Outline Board Priorities 
By Toriana Williams

As Election Day approaches, Democratic 
candidates in Hebron have shared their motiva-
tions, experience and goals for town leadership. 
Their responses reveal a focus on collaboration, 
fiscal responsibility and strengthening commu-
nity services – from schools and housing to in-
frastructure and downtown development.

Board of Selectmen
Incumbent selectman Tiffany Thiele said 

she is seeking a second term “because I love my 
neighbors, and I love my community! There’s no 
better way to give back to a town that has given 
myself and my husband so much, in terms of 
great friends and quality of life.” 

Thiele said she’s proud of the town’s prog-
ress, “particularly in terms of ARPA-funded 
projects,” and emphasized her commitment to 
working across party lines to make the best de-
cisions for Hebron’s future.

Thiele said her professional experience 
strengthens her work on the board. 

“As a senior-level communications profes-
sional for over 20 years, I think my communica-
tion skills, particularly the ability to listen and 
create consensus, are important now than ever, 
particularly as residents are asking for govern-
ment to work well at all levels,” she said.

Thiele highlighted her experience serving on 
multiple local committees, including the Capi-
tal Improvement Plan Committee, the RHAM 
Strategic Plan Committee and as both chair 
and vice chair of the Hebron Democratic Town 
Committee.

Thiele’s priorities include expanding hous-
ing options and supporting seniors who wish 
to remain in their homes. She cited another 
Connecticut town’s initiative: “The town of New 
Milford is the first in the state to undertake a 
homestead exemption for residents of primary 
homes, which is an additional abatement of 
their taxes. We should examine such a program 
in Hebron.”

She said her goals are “twofold – stock and 
the ability for families to remain in the town 
they love.”

She also emphasized continued work on eco-
nomic development and infrastructure.

“Working collaboratively across boards, it’s 
time we reexamine the [Hebron Center Plan] 
and see how to move forward,” she said. 

Thiele added that completing “the planning 

stages of the new [Department of Public Works] 
facility on Old Colchester Road” and creating “a 
business continuity plan at town hall for all de-
partments” are also top priorities.

First-time candidate Jan Lawrence said his 
motivation to run came from his long ties to 
Hebron. 

“I’ve been a resident for 26 years, and I felt 
like I wanted to give back to the community,” 
he said. “My son went to school in town… I 
coached multiple sports.” 

Lawrence said he hopes to attract more busi-
nesses to Hebron and expand affordable hous-
ing options, particularly in the town center. He 
emphasized the need for housing, ‘mainly for 
young families to afford” and for seniors so that 
residents can continue living in town that will 
hopefully become less expensive for them.

Lawrence said growing the commercial tax 
base is key to fiscal stability, noting that it “re-
ally expands your grand list.”

He said that in recent years, taxes have in-
creased significantly, and he wants to find ways 
to stabilize them so the financial burden on resi-
dents is lessened.

As a business owner for two decades, Law-
rence said that experience “puts me in a good 
place to be able to negotiate… any kind of de-
velopment.” 

He spoke on his understanding of both per-
spectives and wants to ensure that zoning regu-
lations and business policies are balanced and 
mutually beneficial.

Lawrence also works in state government as 
an IT supervisor. 

“I’m working every day to help develop ap-
plications that support the services that are 
provided to our state citizens,” he said. That 
experience, he added, helps him to understand 
the values on both sides of public and private 
sectors and “try to find ways for collaboration, 
to try to find mutually beneficial situations for 
all parties.”

He encouraged civic participation: “I just 
want to make sure everybody goes out to vote. 
I think we always want to see more people par-
ticipate in elections… That’s what makes our 
towns and our states and our country stronger.”

Board of Finance
Candidate Ryan Herrick said he decided to 

run “to give back and take a more active role 

in shaping our community’s future.” He shared 
that Peter Kasper, chairman of the Board of Se-
lectmen, encouraged him to run and that his 
goal is to represent all residents, including se-
niors, veterans, parents, longtime residents and 
newcomers alike.

Herrick, who holds an MBA and has “nearly 
20 years of business experience managing bud-
gets and consulting with small business own-
ers,” said those roles built a strong foundation in 
strategic decision-making, fiscal management 
and community collaboration. He said he has 
also served on several corporate boards which 
has provided “valuable insight into effective 
governance and organizational leadership.”

If elected, Herrick said his priorities would be 
“promoting fiscal responsibility, ensuring long-
term sustainability and enhancing transparency 
in local government.”

He said he supports a balanced investment 
strategy that prioritizes schools, infrastructure 
improvements and economic development, 
“while keeping the best interests of our commu-
nity at the forefront of every decision.”

Adam Ockman, another candidate for the 
Board of Finance, said his decision to run 
comes from both professional expertise and a 
strong sense of civic duty. 

“I believe in… giving back when your per-
sonal and professional skills meet the needs of 
you community,” Ockman said. “Hebron is a 
great town, and I want to do my part to keep it 
that way.” 

An actuary with 23 years of experience in the 
life insurance and annuity industry, Ockman 
holds a master’s degree in mathematics and has 
served on the town’s most recent Charter Revi-
sion Commission. He said his financial back-
ground and familiarity with municipal processes 
will allow him to “make meaningful contribu-
tions to the board from Day 1,” particularly as 
three current members prepare to step down.

If elected, Ockman said one of his top pri-
orities will be creating a long-term capital plan 
for maintaining town infrastructure. He noted 
that “keeping our buildings and equipment in 
working order has sometimes taken a back seat,” 
leading to unexpected repair costs. A proactive 
approach, he said, would protect town assets 
and make more efficient use of taxpayer dollars. 

Ockman also emphasized the importance of 
ensuring the plans for a new Public Works facil-
ity are both fiscally responsible and designed to 
meet the town’s long-term needs. 

Beyond infrastructure, Ockman said he 
wants to strengthen communication among the 
boards to ensure a more unified approach to 
town governance. 

“Hebron will be a strong community if these 
boards work more closely together with a uni-
fied purpose,” he said.

Hebron Board of Education
Heather Petit, the current chair of the He-

bron Board of Education, said she first ran for 
the Board of Education because, “I wanted to 

contribute to the strong foundation Hebron 
provides for its students.” As both a parent and 
educator she said she is “passionate about en-
suring every child has access to high-quality 
learning, supportive environments and oppor-
tunities to grow.” 

Petit added that collaboration among fami-
lies, educators and the community leads to stu-
dent success, “and that continues to motivate 
me to serve.”

Petit’s background includes experience as a 
first grade teacher, a children’s policy analyst at 
the Connecticut Legislature and an administra-
tive manager at UConn Health’s Department of 
Child and Family Studies. She said those roles 
provide “a broad understanding of how educa-
tion policy, classroom needs and community 
priorities intersect.”

Petit said her goals include maintaining 
strong academic programs, expanding world 
language and cultural learning opportunities 
and supporting students’ social and emotion-
al well-being. She also backs adding another 
School Resource Officer to ensure full coverage 
in all schools, stressing that student and staff 
safety is vital for a healthy learning environ-
ment.

RHAM Board of Education
Candidate Rudy Dellafiore said, “I care 

deeply about our community’s children and 
believe every student deserves access to a high-
quality education.” He explained that this belief 
was a key reason he moved his family to Hebron 
from Florida. 

Dellafiore said he aims to keep the district 
“strong, transparent and focused on student 
success” while also “retaining our current stu-
dents and attracting new students and families 
with the Open Choice program, which will help 
reduce our tax burden.”

He cited his background in leadership and 
technology as a strength for enhancing the 
district’s operations and supporting long-term 
educational excellence. His priorities include 
student achievement, fiscal responsibility and 
exploring alternative funding for facility im-
provements. He said, “I’ve always believed that 
strong schools build strong communities.”

Another RHAM Board of Education candi-
date, Jessica Hall, said she is running because 
she felt as if it were her civic duty to serve in 
office. Hall, a 28-year educator, has taught first 
grade in Columbia since 1999 and was “honored 
to receive recognition as Columbia’s Teacher of 
the Year in 2015.”

Hall shared that her goals include retaining 
“highly qualified staff members,” making fiscal-
ly responsible decisions and supporting “learn-
ing opportunities for all students.” She also 
emphasized communication and community 
engagement, saying she aims “to enhance com-
munication, to listen to community members 
and to promote academic excellence.”

Nicole Matthews was unable to be reached 
but still remains on the ballot.

Voter Registration Event
The Hebron registrars of voters would like 

to remind residents that a limited one-day in-
person voter registration session will be held 
on Monday, Nov. 3, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., at the 
Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead St. 
No appointment is necessary.

This session provides an important oppor-
tunity for eligible residents who have not yet 
registered to vote in the upcoming election. 

Individuals may also update their voter infor-
mation, such as address or party affiliation, 
during this time.  

Residents are encouraged to bring proper 
identification and proof of residence to ensure 
smooth processing.  

For more information, call the registrars of 
voters office at 860-228-5971 ext. 134 or visit 
the town website for registration guidelines.

Absentee Ballots Available
Absentee ballots for the municipal election 

are available at the town clerk’s office located at 
15 Gilead St. 

To request an absentee ballot, complete and 
submit an application online, or by mail or in 
person to the Town Clerk, Town Office Building, 
15 Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. The ballot drop 
box located at the front door of the Town Office 
Building can be used for depositing applications 
and ballots 24 hours a day 7 days per week.

Regular town office hours: Monday through 
Wednesday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m. – 6 
p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. For information, 
call 860-228-5971 x 125.

Early Voting Days: Early voting runs through 

Nov. 2, including weekends, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
In-person voting for the election will be held 

at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church St., 
Hebron, CT between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, Nov. 4.

If unsure of your voter registration status, 
you may check online at portaldir.ct.gov/sots/
LookUp.aspx

If you are not registered to vote, you have op-
tions. You may register to vote online at voter-
registration.ct.gov/OLVR/welcome.do. Or you 
can come into the registrar of voter’s office at 
15 Gilead St. and complete a voter registration 
card. Voter registration cards can also be found 
at the Douglas Library and for RHAM students 
who will be 18 years of age by Election Day, 
registration cards are available at RHAM High 
School.

Veterans Day
Flag Ceremony    

All are invited to a demonstration and ex-
planation of the role of American flag-folding 
during ceremonial occasions on Veterans Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, at noon, in front of the Ameri-
can Legion, 18 Main St.

The demonstration will follow the 11 a.m. 
Veterans Day ceremony at the Hebron Veterans 
Memorial.

The demonstration is a collaboration of 
American Legion Post 95, Hebron Histori-
cal Society, Douglas Library and Hebron ACE 
Hardware, and is part of the historical society’s 
America 250 series.
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Published: Wednesday, November 26th

– The Week of Thanksgiving –

Deadline: Thursday, November 13th

Delivered Inside That Week’s Edition of The Glastonbury Citizen!

To Take Advantage of this Great Opportunity
to Promote Your Business call:

860-633-4691

2025 Holiday 2025 Holiday 
Shopping GuideShopping Guide

The Glastonbury Citizen’sThe Glastonbury Citizen’s

Great Colorful Great Colorful 

Catalog Format!Catalog Format!
OR CONTACT YOUR SALES REP DIRECTLY

Lisa Snietka
860-937-7391

lisa@glcitizen.com

Jason Baran
860-633-4691 x231
jason@glcitizen.com

Save the Bees!… Miss Bea Kind, urging folks to “Save the Bees,” was part of the 
Scarecrows on Main display that will run throughout October. The display was part 
of the Harvest Festival sponsored by The Town Center Project on Oct. 18. This entry 
was made by Ellowyne Loudenback, a middle-schooler, and her grandmother, Jo 
Souza, both Hebron residents. 

Knights of Columbus Food Drive
The Knights of Columbus Council 11835 of 

the Catholic Community of the Good Shepherd 
[Church of The Holy Family in Hebron and St. 
Columba Church in Columbia], is sponsor-
ing a food drive through Nov. 30 to benefit the 
Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in Willimantic, 
one of the many charitable agencies the parish 
supports throughout the year. CSK is struggling 
due to federal funding cuts that resulted in the 
loss of 150,000 pounds of food and an increase 
in the dependency on donations.

Items Needed to Stock the Pantry: Break-
fast: cereals; oatmeal (cooked or instant); and 
breakfast & granola bars; Canned Goods: pasta 
meals (ravioli, etc.); fruits (also dried); veg-
etables (corn, carrots, beets, potatoes & spin-
ach); protein (chicken, beef, tuna) & baked or 
kidney beans; hearty soups; crushed tomatoes; 
and pasta sauce & tomato sauce (cans or jars); 
Dry Goods: rice & pasta; flavored rice & pasta 
mixes; noodle cups; Ramen noodles (all variet-
ies); and macaroni & cheese; Beverages: juice 
(bottles, boxes & pouches); shelf stable milk and 
non-dairy alternatives; Pantry Staples: cooking 
oil, sugar, flour, spices & seasonings; Toiletries: 
shampoo, conditioner, soap (bar, body wash 
& hand soap); deodorant; toothpaste; body & 
hand lotion; and feminine hygiene products; 
Baby Supplies: diapers sizes 5,6,7; and baby 
wipes (scented & sensitive); and Pet Supplies: 

dog & cat food; and cat litter.
Note: Healthy options (no added sodium, no 

added sugar, low sugar, sugar free and low fat 
foods of all kinds) are appreciated by CSK cli-
ents with chronic health conditions. Allergen-
friendly options are also needed for those on 
restricted diets. Healthy snacks for children are 
highly encouraged.

Items Needed for Thanksgiving: Turkeys: 
Deliver frozen turkeys and all other items re-
quiring refrigeration to CSK, 220 Valley St., 
Willimantic, Phone 860-423-1643. Do not leave 
turkeys or any other frozen or refrigerated food 
in the church collection bins. Other needs: 
stuffing mix, cranberry sauce (jellied or whole 
berry); gravy (jar, canned or packet); fresh or 
canned potatoes & sweet potatoes; corn & peas 
(frozen or canned); cornbread mixes & other 
quick bread or muffin mixes; dinner rolls; pie 
fillings (pumpkin & fruits); and pie crusts (fro-
zen or refrigerated). Place donations in the des-
ignated bins located in the entry ways of CHF 
and SC. If delivering donations to CSK, direct 
staff to attribute them to “Parish of the Good 
Shepherd K of C Food drive.”

Grocery Store Gift Cards: Gift cards are also 
most welcome. Parishioners are directed to put 
gift cards in an envelope marked “K of C Food 
Drive” and place them in the collection baskets.

Contact Karl (860-781-0293) with questions.

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church St. (Route 85), in the center of 
Hebron, invites you to our next Shabbat service 
on Friday, Nov. 7, at 7:15 p.m. All are welcome 
to attend. Dessert will be served following the 
service.

Prior to the service, there will be a potluck 
dinner at 6 p.m. If you would like to come for 
dinner, email ubofhebron@gmail.com to indi-
cate you know what dish you will bring and how 
many people to expect. 

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services and 

its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

United Brethren said its synagogue build-
ing needs a new roof and other major renova-
tions, and donations to its capital campaign are 
sought. To learn more, go to www.gofundme.
com/f/support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-
work.

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member or would like to learn more 
about the synagogue, please visit our website 
at www.ubofhebron.org or email us at ubofhe-
bron@gmail.com.  Also, check out the Facebook 
page for information about upcoming events 
and services.
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Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

Toll Free 888.881.3545 • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

30 Years in the Travel Business

Call Hebron Travel Today and Get Out of Town!

Excellent 
Service!

Personal 
Touches!

Magical Memories!

Inventive 
Solutions!

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
Those unable to attend in person can join online 
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Bi-Annual Voters Assembly Meeting: Sun-
day, Nov. 9, immediately following service.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
following service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

‘Giggles at Gilead’ – 
Laughter for a Cause

“Giggles at Gilead,” a night of comedy, com-
munity and giving back, will take place Friday, 
Nov. 21, at Gilead Congregational Church, 672 
Gilead St.

Presented in partnership with Funny 4 Funds, 
this PG-13 comedy fundraiser will feature local 
comedians, raffle baskets and more -- all to sup-
port local charitable causes.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the show starts at 
7 p.m. Tickets: $25 per person. Popcorn will be 
provided; bring your favorite snacks.

Space is limited. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit tinyurl.com/2hcm3xsw.

For more information, contact the church of-
fice at gcc@gileadchurch.net or 860-228-3077.

Colebrook Village Hosts Food Drive 
Colebrook Village at Hebron is holding a 

community-wide nonperishable food drive 
through Monday, Nov. 24, to benefit the He-
bron Interfaith Human Services Food Pantry. 
Donations can be dropped off in the lobby of 
Colebrook Village at Hebron, located at 55 
John E. Horton Blvd.

The food drive aims to help local families in 
need during the holiday season by collecting a 
variety of shelf-stable food items and house-

hold essentials. All are asked to donate.
Most-wanted items Include: hearty soups 

(such as Campbell’s Chunky or Progresso), 
canned meats (tuna, chicken, Spam, ham, 
salmon), pasta and tomato products (diced, 
crushed, sauce), rice sides, pasta sides, stuff-
ing mix, canned fruit, jelly (squeeze bottles 
preferred for student food packs), laundry de-
tergent, dish soap, shampoo and body wash.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Worship: The church has returned to fall 
hours, with worship at 10 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings: 
Saturday, 11/1: Yoga, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; 
Sunday, 11/2: Worship Service with Commu-
nion and Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off at 10 
a.m. (in-person in the sanctuary, as well as on-
line and livestreamed); Coffee Hour at 11 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall; Monday, 11/3: Bible study at 
9:30 a.m., online via Zoom; Tuesday, 11/4: AA 
Meeting at 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 11/5: Yoga 
at 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 11/5: 
Choir Practice at 7 p.m., sanctuary; Friday, 11/7: 
Faith and Film Potluck at 6 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall.

Gilead’s Annual Membership Meeting: 
Sunday, Nov. 2, 11:30 a.m. The meeting will be 
livestreamed for those who cannot attend in-
person; see the church newsletter or reach out 
to the church office to receive the link.

Faith and Film Potluck Series: Friday, Nov. 
7, 6 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to 
share and enjoy a movie, food and fellowship. 
Meets the first Fridays of each month through 
fall, winter, and early spring. All are welcome.

Annual Church Workday: Saturday, Nov. 
15, 9 a.m. Join the Trustees as they spend time 
cleaning up the church grounds and facilities. 
Rain date: Saturday, Nov. 22.

Hebron’s Community Thanksgiving: This 
year’s community Thanksgiving service will be 
held at 7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 23, at the Church 
of the Holy Family, 185 Church St. All are wel-
come.

Save the Dates: Friday, Nov, 21: ‘Giggles at 
Gilead’ comedy fundraiser (PG-13), doors at 6 
p.m., show at 7 p.m., $25 tickets, raffle baskets, 
and BYO snacks; Sunday, Nov. 30, Hygiene Kit 
Assembly at 11:30 a.m. for Church World Ser-
vice – help pack essential supplies for those in 
need.

Upcoming at the Library
The following events are taking place at 

Douglas Library. For more information, call 
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Poetry Group: Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Bring one of your own poems to share 
for discussion and critique. Open to all ages. 

Art History Film Series: Every Monday in 
November, 6 p.m. Celebrate National Arts and 
Humanities Month (which was in October) by 
learning about art and artists with these films.

Friday Film: Friday, Nov. 7, 1 p.m. Mission 
Impossible: The Final Reckoning, rated PG-13, 
will be shown. 

Online Database Resource Workshop: Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. In this work-
shop, Roman Ghirlanda will assist you with 
your own historical research. Bring your own 
laptop. Registration is required as space is lim-
ited.

Quiet Reading Club: Saturday, Nov. 8, 2:45-4 
p.m. Settle in with a good book (bring your own 
or read one of the library’s) for an hour of quiet 
reading time after the library closes. The library 

will provide light refreshments and comfortable 
chairs. Just be sure to arrive before the library 
doors are locked at 3 p.m.!

Access Health CT: Every Thursday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Have questions about insurance? Turning 
26 and will soon be uninsured? All are invited 
to come learn about enrolling in Access Health 
CT insurance.

Children: Read to the Dog: Saturday, Nov. 
8, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Read to Trixie! Sign up for 
a 15-minute time slot. You will be allowed to 
come into the Program Room at your assigned 
time.

Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5 p.m. All kids 
are invited to come build some Lego creations.

Storytime: Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months to 3 years 
old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 years old 
as they learn letters, numbers and colors. Sib-
lings are always welcome at either session. 

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts. 

Board Seats, Town Charter on Election Ballot
By Toriana Williams

On Election Day. Nov. 4, voters will choose 
among candidates for multiple boards and com-
missions – and will also have two charter-relat-
ed questions to vote on.

 The top-of-ballot contest is for Board of Se-
lectmen. Democrats Jan Lawrence and Tiffany 
V. Thiele are running, as is Republican Rob 
McLaughlin. On Board of Finance, Democrats 
Adam Ockman and Ryan Herrick, and Repub-
licans Brian O’Reilly and Michael H. Beaulieu 
are running. 

The candidates for the local Board of Edu-
cation are Democrats Nicole Matthews and 
Heather R. Petit, and Republican Toni Liver-
nois. For the RHAM Board of Education, the 
candidates are Democrats Rudy A. Dellafiore 
Jr. and Jessica Hall and Republicans Brandie 
O’Reilly and Lisa Taute.

For the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
the candidates are Democrat David V. Sousa 
and Republicans Brenda Nicolo, Chad Liver-
nois and Chris Cyr. On Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, candidates are Democrat Catherina Mc-

Sweeney and Republicans Martin Halloran, 
Jason Guidone and Brian Tyler. 

Francesca Villani is running unopposed for 
town clerk, on both the Democratic and Repub-
lican tickets.

Cris Lawrence, chair of the Hebron Demo-
cratic Town Committee said, “We feel really 
good about our chances this year. There’s been 
so much enthusiasm and support from the 
community.” 

She continued, “Our team has been out 
knocking on doors, attending events and really 
engaging with residents. The response from the 
community has been overwhelmingly positive 
and encouraging. We’ve had great conversa-
tions with voters, and it truly feels like we’re in a 
strong position to flip several boards.”

Hebron Republican Town Committee chair 
Jason Guidone said the GOP candidates “are 
working really hard on getting their name out 
there and engaging with the community.” He 
said that gives him confidence that they will 
“prevail for the most part in the upcoming elec-

tions.”
Charter Questions

Also on the ballot this year are two separate 
questions related to the town charter. One asks 
whether the town clerk position should be an 
appointed position, or remain an elected one. 
The other is on whether to approve various oth-
er amendments to the charter.

While the most eye-catching of the various 
other amendments is changing the name of the 
Board of Selectmen to the Town Council, other 
proposed changes include shifting the town 
meeting quorum from 25 voters to “at least one 
half of one percent (.005)” of registered voters; 
having higher thresholds in order for budget 
items to trigger special town meetings; a larger 
limit on emergency appropriations; mandat-
ing that the town attorney must be a law firm; 
allowing up to two non-residents serve on the 
Economic Development Commission; a longer 
budget calendar; and installing gender-neutral 
language throughout the charter.

In a statement to the Rivereast Jason Gui-

done cautioned against making the town clerk 
an appointed role, saying it “presents a poten-
tial future risk of partisanship in appointment, 
and possible politicization of the position.” He 
added that some community members feel the 
move “strips voters of a crucial right to choose 
who manages one of the most important offices 
in local government.”

Guidone also expressed skepticism about the 
second charter question on the ballot, suggest-
ing it might be better to separate out the pro-
posed changes rather than lumping them all 
together.

“Perhaps the itemization of the changes on a 
future ballot would be appropriate,” he said. 

He said reducing the number of people re-
quired for a town meeting quorum “is a conve-
nient adjustment since civic engagement has fall-
en to some sadly low levels.” However, he added, 
“This change would put the direction and deci-
sions of our town in fewer hands.  I would rather 
more people show up and participate.”
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 10/31/25.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Obituaries
Hebron

Doris Taylor
Doris (Daigle) Taylor, 

beloved wife of Bruce Tay-
lor passed away Tuesday, 
Oct. 21, at home. She was 
born March 14, 1940, in 
Fort Kent, Maine, to the 
late Emile Daigle and Leona 
(Marquis) Daigle. She was 
a graduate of Glastonbury 
High School, Class of 1958. 

Doris was employed as 
the secretary to the prin-
cipal at Gilead Hill School. She later worked at 
Aetna Insurance and Cornerstone Reality as an 
Executive Assistant until her retirement.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by 
her daughter, Lori T. Piascik and her husband 
Richard; and her grandsons, Scott T. Taylor and 
Tyler Piascik. She was predeceased by her son, 
Scott A. Taylor. She also is survived by her sib-
lings Richard (Barbara) Daigle and Ann (Rob-
ert) Wicks. She was predeceased by her siblings 
Hermel, Pauline, Roland, Jean Paul, Raoul, 
Evon and Fernande.

The family wants to send a special thank you 
to Kim Jabbes, extended family, for all her love 
and assistance during her hospice care.

A funeral Mass was celebrated Tuesday, 
Oct. 28, at The Church of the Holy Family, 185 
Church St., Hebron. Burial is at the convenience 
of the family. Friends called Monday, Oct. 27, 
at Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave., 
Glastonbury. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, P.O. Box 96011, Wash-
ington, DC 20090-6011 or The American Cancer 
Society, P.O. Box 6704, Hagerstown, MD 21741. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

East Hampton
Robert Paul Watkins

It is with heartfelt sad-
ness that we announce the 
passing of Robert “Bob” 
Paul Watkins, 79, of Or-
mond Beach, Fla., for-
merly of East Hampton. 
Bob passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, Sept. 28. 

Bob was born in Mid-
dletown on Sept. 9, 1946. 
He was the son to the late 
Quentin Watkins and 
Lucy Mazzotta. Bob served in U.S. Army dur-
ing the Vietnam War from 1964-1967 and then 
worked as a laborer until his retirement. He was 
a member of Connecticut Laborers Union.

Bob is survived by his devoted wife of 21 
years, Susan, and his children, Eric Watkins, 
Toni Corriveau (and her husband, Michael), 
Michelle Carrero (and her husband, CJ), and 
Ashley Gubtil.

He leaves behind his grandchildren, Triston, 
Rylee, Chase, Austin and Logan, who were his 
pride and joy. Bob will be sorely missed by his 
siblings: sister, Marilyn Pitruzzello (late hus-
band, Tom), sister, Donna Laskin (and her hus-
band, Joel), and brother, Jim Watkins. He will be 
fondly remembered by his in-laws, Deb Ewald 
(and her husband, Kevin), Colleen Roccapriore 
(and her husband, Dave), Laura Harwood (and 
her husband, Greg), George Tuttle (and his wife, 
Kim), and Tracey Brown (and her husband, 
Clayton). He leaves behind many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Bob enjoyed life to the fullest when riding 
his Harley with his friends and had a passion 
for music. He was a kind man with the sweet-
est smile. His most cherished moments over the 
last few years were the times spent video chat-
ting with his grandchildren. His passion for life 
and positive spirit will be profoundly missed by 
all who knew him.

Bob’s wish was to have a Celebration of Life 
with family and friends with his favorite music 
playing. Family will have a Celebration of Life 
ceremony at a later date in Connecticut.

Middle Haddam
Elsie Woike Becker

Elsie Woike Becker, 
97, of Middle Haddam, 
widow of Joseph Becker 
Jr., passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, with 
Bonnie, her daughter and 
caretaker of many years, 
by her side. Born April 10, 
1928, in Middletown, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Amil and Anne (Ap-
pel) Woike of Cromwell. 

Elsie worked as a bookkeeper for Johnson 
Subaru before her retirement. She was a mem-
ber of VFW Post 5095 Auxiliary, served as East 
Hampton Democratic Registrar of Voters and 
was a member of the Democratic Town Com-
mittee. Elsie was a Girl Scout and Boy Scout 
Leader, and taught Sunday School at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Middletown.

She leaves behind her quizzical dog Frank-
lin, her love of flowers and polka dancing, her 
embroidery, quilting and passion for watching 
Chris Cuomo, and any opportunity to laugh. El-
sie had a kind and generous heart, and having 
lived through the Great Depression, was always 
concerned about those in need.

She is survived by her loving children, Bon-
nie Becker and Brian Becker of Middle Haddam 
and Jolene McCann and her husband Denis of 
Indiana; and four grandchildren whom Elsie 
adored: Joseph, Alicia, Denis and Katie. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Jo-
seph Becker Jr.; her siblings Esther Woike, Ruth 
Johnson, Reynolds Woike, Gertrude Wyer, her 
twin Evelyn Barr, and Earl Woike.

Services were be held Monday, Oct. 27. Friends 
called that morning at Spencer Funeral Home, 
112 Main St., East Hampton, followed by a fu-
neral Service at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

Colchester
Scott Matthew Ezold

Heaven has gained an-
other angel. It is with deep 
sadness that we share with 
you the unexpected pass-
ing of our beloved Scott 
Matthew Ezold of Col-
chester. He was a loving 
son, brother and father. 
Scott passed away sud-
denly Thursday, Oct. 16, 
at the age of 31 years old.

Scott is lovingly remem-
bered by his mother Lisa DiLoreto (Ezold) and 
stepfather Donato DiLoreto of Rocky Hill, his 
beautiful and loving children Michael and Jack-
son Ezold and their mother Hayley Green and 
son Thomas Green of Colchester. He is forever 
remembered by his brothers Peter Ezold Jr and 
son Andrew of Old Wethersfield; Christopher 
and Kelly Ezold of East Hampton; Evan Ezold 
and his two children Cole and Layla Ezold of 
Lebanon; his stepbrothers Robert and Brittany 
DiLoreto of Jupiter, Fla., Nicholas and Nicole 
DiLoreto and their daughter Olivia of Glaston-
bury. He is also remembered by his grandmother 
Mary Ezold of Branford, Donna Foster and Den-
nis Harrington of Surry, Maine, and Cousin Jody 
and Robert Carlson of Middletown.

Scott is predeceased by his father, Peter Ezold 
Sr., and grandfather, Andrew Ezold; Robert and 
Barbara Hall, maternal grandparents, and John 
Vieira, Kenneth Vieria, Raymond Therrien and 
Gerald Labb.

Scott was born Dec. 10, 1993, in New Britain. 
He was the son of Peter Ezold Sr. and Lisa Jane 
Ezold (Vieira-Hall). He grew up in Colchester, 
where he lived until his passing. Scott played 
many sports in his youth and developed many 
lifelong friendships. Scott continued with his 
passion for sports and gravitated towards bas-
ketball throughout his high school years. Scott 
attended Norwich Technical High School and 
graduated in 2012 learning all the skills of heat-
ing ventilation and air conditioning. He then 
pursued his career in HVAC as an apprentice. 
As he built his skills he was employed by nu-
merous commercial HVAC services. 

Scott excelled in his field and was commit-
ted to his career and decided to venture into 
his own business which he named EZ-Air. Scott 
continued his hard work and dedication to his 
business until his passing. 

During the beginning of his career, his two 
beautiful children were born. This was now the 
most important part of his life. Scott was not only 
a father but was considered a super dad. Any mo-
ment that was spent not working you would find 
him right by their side doing all the new and ex-
citing things he could come up with such as play-
ing sports, cooking, gardening, learning or just 
snuggling in for movie nights. He was a devoted 
father, and his children were his life.

Scott lived life to the fullest and was a practical 
joker with a generous heart full of love he never 
hesitated to let people know he loved them. Ev-
eryone who knew him loved him for his selfless 
soul and giving nature. His smile and personality 
would light up the room. Whatever Scott put his 
mind to do was determined to be completed. 

In his downtime he loved nature, cooking, 
gardening, swimming, hiking, fishing, or riding 
through the woods. Listening to music and al-
ways working on house projects as well. He was 
a huge Giants and Mets fan, and the list goes on 
and on to a life well lived. As the day ends you 
would find him sitting by a warm fire always 

Colchester
Irene Cranick

Irene Semczyszyn Cranick 
was born to Wasyl and Wil-
helmine Semczyszyn on 
Aug. 20, 1950, in Salzburg, 
Austria. She immigrated to 
the US with her parents as 
an infant and later became a 
naturized citizen. 

She leaves her husband, 
the love of her life, her 
soulmate, Clifford Cranick 
Jr. They were married Aug. 
25, 1973. They celebrated their 52nd anniver-
sary this past summer.

Irene lovingly leaves her devoted sons: Paul 
and Bo, Paul’s wife Julie, and Bo’s partner Penny. 
She will be greatly missed by her granddaugh-
ter Mikayla and Penny’s son Justus. She leaves 
her sister Helen Semczyszyn, niece Michelle 
Webb, sister-in-law Donna Koenig and niece 
Janis McLaughlin, as well as two great nephews 
and a great niece. Irene was predeceased by her 
nephew, Michael Henneforth. 

Irene worked for USDA Farmers Home Ad-
ministration for 30 years. She assisted people 
with homeownership, loan and grant programs 
to municipalities and her favorite, the Senior 
Rental Housing Program where she got to meet 
and help elderly renters. 

After retiring from USDA, she worked at 
TVCCA with the Meals-on-Wheels program 
for 10 years. This allowed her to continue with 
her joy of working with and for her “seniors.” 
She counted many of them as friends. 

Most important in her life was family and 
friends. She encouraged her children in all their 
interests, supporting their sports faithfully for 
many years. Irene continued this practice with 
her adored granddaughter Mikayla. She had 
many fun times with Mikayla and absolutely 
loved being her Nonnie. 

She enjoyed special friends, often combining 
family vacations for many years with the Burns 
family. The families have wonderful memories 
of camping trips, Florida vacations and spend-
ing New Year’s Eves together growing up. 

She was a wonderful, loving person who will 
be greatly missed by all those whose lives she 
touched. A celebration of life will be held at 
the Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 

Portland
Gary S. Kvietkauskas

Gary S. “Kevo” Kviet-
kauskas, 67, of Portland, 
reached the end of his 
journey with sarcoma 
peacefully Friday, Oct. 24, 
in his home, with his fami-
ly by his side. He was born 
in Middletown, son of 
the late Adolph and Anne 
(Guckian) Kvietkauskas. 
He was employed with the 
Local Union #91 and later with the State of Con-
necticut Dept of Corrections HVAC.

He was an avid NASCAR fan and member of 
the Meriden Motor Boat Club. He found immea-
surable joy in being a grandfather to his cher-
ished grandchildren. His happiest moments were 
spent on his boat with his family and friends. 
Gary was always willing to help people, instantly 
likeable and made friends easily.

Gary is survived by his wife, Francine; son, 
Scott Yorker of East Hampton; daughter, Cally 
Yorker of Portland; brothers, Robert Kvietkaus-
kas and his wife Teresa of Carlisle, Mass., Den-
nis Kvietkauskas and his wife Laura of Hebron; 
sister, Julie Ahearn and her husband Brian of 
Killingworth; grandchildren, Jacquelyn, Madi-
son, Samantha, Jaiden and Lexi Yorker.

The family offers their most sincere appre-
ciation for all the staff at the Middlesex Health 
Hospice Care at Home program for their com-
passion and kindness.

Visitation will be held Monday, Nov. 3, from 
5-6:30 p.m., followed by a funeral service at 6:30 
p.m. at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., Mid-
dletown. Burial will be on Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 11 
a.m., at Swedish Cemetery in Portland.

Those who wish may send memorial contri-
butions to the Portland Food Pantry, 7 Waverly 
Ave. Portland, CT 06480. 

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

watching the many sunsets; he loved sunsets.
Family time was especially important to Scott, 

he loved spending time with his brothers’ pon-
dering projects, riding, cooking or just sitting 
around and laughing. Family traditions and de-
votion were the most important things to him.

Scott leaves so many more loving friends and 
family behind. A huge part of his life includes 
his uncles, aunts, cousins and many close friends 
both old and new who were all like family to him. 
We also must include those so near and dear to 
Scott’s heart. Thank you for the years of love and 
friendship. You were such a huge part of Scott’s 
life, Ryan and Tina Longo, and their family, as 
well as the Morrin family. He genuinely loved 
you with all his heart and soul. Remember the 
laughter, long talks, and love.

 Another large part of Scott’s life was his love 
for animals. He leaves behind his three dogs 
Miss Millie, Coco, Amme and cat Garfield of 
which he loved so much.

May Scott’s memory and laughter bring com-
fort and peace to everyone who he touched. 
Scott will forever be missed.

Family and friends are invited to join us for 
a Celebration of Life and Memorial Service to 
honor him from 10 a.m.-noon on Wednesday, 
Nov. 5, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 
located at 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. 

To share a memory or condolence with the 
family, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com

In each sunset we will see your light
In each light breeze we will feel your calm
In each star we will see your twinkle
In each new sunrise we will feel your warm 

heart
Rest in peace, son, father, brother, and friend. 

Until we meet again.

1 East High St., East Hampton, and burial in 
Union Hill Cemetery in Middle Haddam. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting 
on Wednesday November 5, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the East 
Hampton Town Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via 
ZOOM to consider 
Application # PZC-25-010: Town of East Hampton, PZC, 
Amendment to Sections 8.3 and 7.6 of the Zoning Regulations 
and Section IV of the Subdivision Regulations to add regula-
tions relating to material processing and construction activity.
Application # PZC-25-011: Dream Developers of Connecticut, 
LLC, Amendments to Sections 6.3 B, G, and K of the Zoning 
Regulations relating to change affordability restrictions for a 
Housing Opportunity Development.  
Application # PZC-25-012: Julia Henry, 27 Sillimanville Road, 
Special Permit for Accessory Dwelling Unit in Basement, Map 
36/ Block 96/ Lot 1B
Application # PZC-25-013: Investment LLC, 8 Aldens Crossing 
Road, Two lot Re-subdivision. Map 12/ Block 16/ Lot 2
Applications and Plans are on file in the Land Use Office 860 
267-7450.
Kevin Kuhr, Chairman

2TB 10/24, 10/31

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, Novem-
ber 6th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd 
Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT. 
PZC Application #25-04: 94 Ames Hollow Road. Proposed 2 
lot resubdivision. Application and property of Marth and Jay 
Swanson. Map 41 Lot 4-2. Zone R-25.
Dated at Portland, CT this 14th day of October 2025
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 10/24, 10/31

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
AQUIFER PROTECTION AGENCY 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Aquifer Protection Agency will hold a Public 
Hearing on November 19, 2025, beginning at 6:30 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to revise the Town of Colchester Aquifer Protection 
Area Regulations. 
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of the draft revised regula-
tions is located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s 
Office, Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected 
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday). The draft revised regulations are also avail-
able on the Colchester Aquifer Protection Agency webpage 
at https://www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-department/
aquifer-protection-agency.
Joe Mathieu, Chairman 

2TB 10/31, 11/14

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following Public 
Hearing Thursday, November 6, 2025, at 7:00 PM at the Town 
Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-09-25 – 11 Old Cider Mill Ln, Jeffrey Popham 
and Jennifer Carini (Applicant/Owner) Addition 
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and written 
testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department at the 
Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2T
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MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Monday, November 3, 2025, at 7pm in the 
Senior Center, 17 School Drive 
APPLICATION #Z-09-25 – 11 Old Cider Mill Ln, Jeffrey Po-
pham and Jennifer Carini (Applicant/Owner) Addition.
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department 
at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR 2T
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Water Pollution Control Authority

Town of East Hampton
November 4, 2025

The Water Pollution Control Authority of the Town of East 
Hampton, Connecticut, will hold a Public Hearing at the Town 
of East Hampton Town Hall-Council Chambers, 1 Community 
Drive, in East Hampton, Connecticut, on the 4th of November 
2025, at 6:00 P.M. to consider whether or not to approve 
construction of a proposed extension of the public sewer 
system connecting into the existing sewer system on Alden’s 
Crossing Road, East Hampton Connecticut. This extension is 
to serve a proposed Commercial Subdivision and shown on 
plans entitled “Alden’s Crossing Road/Long Crossing Road”, 
East Hampton, CT., Sewer Plan and Profiles prepared for 
Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority; Date: 
September 30, 2025 by DPC Engineering, LLC. Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts.  
Said map is on file for public inspection in the East Hampton 
Water Pollution Control office, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East 
Hampton, Connecticut.  Maps can also be found on the Town 
website (https://www.easthamptonct.gov/water-pollution-con-
trol-authority/news/long-crossing-sewer-extension). 
Affected property owners and electors and citizens qualified to 
vote in town meetings of the Town of East Hampton, Connecti-
cut, are invited to attend and participate in such public hearing.
Information to log into the meeting will be available on the 
Public Hearing agenda on the WPCA webpage at www.
easthamptonct.gov
East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority
Anthony DeSimone
Public Utilities Administrator 1TB 10/31

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13th, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium at the Portland 
High School located at 95 High Street Portland, CT. Public 
access through Zoom link A at www.portlandct.org to consider 
the following:
PZC Application #25-05: 69 Marlborough Street. Request for 
Special Permit Modification. Application and Property of BRT 
DiMarco PTP, LLC. Map 19, Lot 68. Zone B-2, B-3 and TCVD.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland 
Land Use Department and if you have any questions please 
contact that office.
Dated at Portland, CT this 28th day of October 2025
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 10/31, 11/7

Obituaries

East Hampton
Dorothy Bosch Keller

Dorothy Bosch Keller 
(b. 12/30/1940) left this 
world on Monday, Oct. 
27, after a lengthy illness. 

An esteemed teacher, 
renowned lecturer, avid 
traveler and gifted artist 
and photographer, Doro-
thy discovered her first 
passion in life, art, at an 
early age. She received 
her BS degree from the Hartford Art School at 
the University of Hartford in 1962 followed by a 
Masters in Education in 1963. She was named a 
distinguished alumna in 2007. Dorothy contin-
ued her studies in Paris, Florence, Italy and Israel.

Early in her career, she held a variety of in-
ternships and positions at the Wadsworth Ath-
eneum, becoming an Elector of the museum in 
1984. She began her teaching career at St. Jo-
seph College (now University of St. Joseph) in 
West Hartford in 1961, where she discovered 
her second passion in life – teaching. Her goal 
was to not only teach about art, but to infuse a 
love of culture and critical thinking, encourag-
ing her students to engage in a quest to under-
stand art and cultures. While there she obtained 
an MA in religious studies in 1985, was named 
a distinguished alumni in 1999 and received an 
honorary doctorate in 2017.

Dorothy was a world traveler, visiting coun-
tries to learn the culture and history of their art 
forms. Her travels are where she discovered her 
third passion in life – art history and archeolo-
gy. Her research eventually focused on the Mid-
dle East and Africa, traveling to Egypt over 50 
times, to Iran, Libya, Kenya and Tanzania. It was 
during one of her many grant-funded research 
excursions in 1995 in Thebes, Egypt that she 
found herself plummeted six-feel below ground, 
discovering an unknown burial site which was 
later determined to be a site for workers of the 
Pharoah’s tomb.

Dorothy’s commitment extended to many 
community organizations dedicated to arts, 

Hartford Rd., on Thursday, Nov. 6, at 10 a.m., 
followed by a burial in New Hebron Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to 
PHA (Pulmonary Hypertension Association), 
1121 14th St. NW, Suite 150, Washington, DC 
20005. 

art preservation, history and archaeology. She 
loved giving guided tours of Hartford’s history 
and neighborhoods while a board member of 
the Hartford Preservation Alliance. She provid-
ed guided tours of collections at the Wadsworth 
Atheneum in Hartford, the New Britain Mu-
seum of Art, and the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York City among others where other 
patrons and museum docents would be drawn 
to her magnetism and follow her to learn from 
her vast knowledge and expertise. Being in her 
presence at one of these tours was like watching 
the “Pied Piper” of art in action.

Dorothy retired from the University of St. Jo-
seph in 2021 having dedicated herself for over 
50 years to the University, its mission and her 
students. At the time of her retirement, she was 
chair of Culture, Arts and Language Depart-
ment and upon retirement was named Profes-
sor Emerita. Her goal was to infuse a love of art, 
culture, research, critical thinking and history 
to her students.

Dorothy was predeceased by her loving hus-
band, Deane G. Keller; her beloved mother, 
Catherine D. Bosch; her father, Joseph Bosch; 
her brothers, Jerome Gapski, Raymond Goff 
and Joseph Goff; and her sister, Catherine Goff. 
She leaves behind a host of nieces and nephews 
and their families: April Goff Brown (Lew), 
Christopher Goff (Deborah), Joanne Majew-
ski, June McKernan (Kenny), Linda Suydam 
(Barry), Karen Baxley, Peggy Gilbert (Mickey), 
Myran Gapski (Ann-Marie), Mary Jane Sample 
(Scott), Michael Goff, Jane Turgeon (Roger) 
and James Woolley. She was predeceased by her 
nephew and godson, Joseph Goff, and niece, Pa-
tricia Woolley.

A Mass of Christian Burial is scheduled for 
Monday, Nov. 3, at 11 a.m., at St. John Fisher 
Roman Catholic Church in Marlborough fol-
lowed by a private internment. 

In lieu of flowers, you are asked to make a do-
nation in Dorothy’s name to the University of St. 
Joseph or the Wadsworth Atheneum.

Dorothy succinctly summed up her life of 
passion for arts, teaching and research in an 
interview where she said “It’s been a marvelous 
journey. I can’t imagine anything that could rep-
licate it.” The world was richer for her brilliance, 
dedication, and love of every art form and cul-
ture she encountered.

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church 

St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for more information. The church office can be 
reached at 860-228-3727. Church of The Holy 
Family is a member of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael 
Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is 
available for the sacrament on Thursdays at 7 
a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (church phone ext. 110). Refer to the par-
ish website for other available times at St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New 
members (voices and musical instruments) are 
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier, 
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org 
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) 
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Nov. 
9. However, cereal is most welcome any time. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf 
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the Parish House or the freezer in the 
St. Columba church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is Nov. 26. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the 
month from September through June (except 
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening of 
games, food and discussion. See the parish web-
site for more info.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee 
is collecting the following items for the shelter: 
household cleaning products (great need), paper 
towels, TP & 13- and 55-gallon trash bags; men’s 
crewneck T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L,XL,2XL); 
women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s & women’s 
crew & no-show socks; women’s personal hy-
giene products; and laundry pods or liquid de-
tergent. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the Cry Room. Call Monica 
McKerracher (860-228-4211) for more infor-
mation.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults: 
OCIA meetings started Sept. 28 in the Parish 
House. The sessions are open to adults who wish 
to join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults 
who have not yet completed the Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn 
more about their faith. Contact the parish office 
(ext. 105) or email ocia@goodshepherdct.org 
for more information and to register.

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •

Help with Online Historic Research
Need assistance with your historic and ge-

nealogy research? Romano Ghirlanda, presi-
dent of Marlborough Preservation Society, 
is returning to Douglas Library on Saturday, 
Nov. 8, from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Ghirlanda will assist you in your research 
and navigating free online resources available 
through the Connecticut State Library. Some 

resources require a Connecticut State Library 
card to access but a card is not required to at-
tend.

Bring your laptop and questions. Space is 
limited; to register, visit douglaslibrary.org.

This free program is a collaborative offering 
of Hebron Historical Society and the Douglas 
Library of Hebron. Donations are appreciated.

Meet Wheezy, the shelter’s bundle of joy with a bark that 
sounds like a squeaky toy orchestra! This 1-2 year old pit bull 
mix, weighing in around 57 pounds, was found roaming but 
now, Wheezy’s looking for a forever home where his energy and 
zest for life can truly shine. Wheezy is a playful boy who loves 
nothing more than to run around, play with his toys, and be an 
overall bundle of joy. While he needs some help with his leash 
manners he is ready to be the absolute best-est boy if you will 
just give him a chance. He could potentially coexist with another 
playful pup but no cats please. This toffee colored baby might 
sound wheezy but life with him will be truly breezy! If you love 
laughter, long walks, and the occasional squirrel chase, Wheezy 
might just be your perfect match!

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORGA non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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Miles, 1yr old is joyful. This lively, social boy adapts to new 
spaces with ease and makes himself at home faster than you can 
say “treat.” He’s equal parts silly and sweet — the kind of cat 
who will chase a feather wand like an acrobat one moment, then 
curl up contentedly nearby just to be close to you. Miles thrives 
on interaction and would love a home where he’s encouraged 
to play, explore, and be his cheerful self. Miles does happen 
to be FeLV-positive (feline leukemia), but don’t tell him that 
— he’s currently symptom-free and far too busy enjoying life 
to be concerned. He’s thriving in his foster home and soaking 
up every moment of love and adventure. Our adoption team 
is experienced with FeLV cats and will be happy to walk you 
through what his future care looks like. 

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

POSITION
WANTED

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23
Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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PET TRAINING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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Production Worker: 2nd Shift (Portland)
— Compensation: Minimum Wage & Up —

Full time production worker to work 2nd shift in a clean 
modern plastics mfg. facility supporting production by 
running machines, moving raw material and finished 

goods etc. Will train candidates eager to learn.
APPLY ONLINE

https://promoldplastics.com/general-application
or in person between 9 AM and 4 PM at

91 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

Westside Manor is searching for an 
Attendant to fill our 2nd and 3rd shift. 

3PM-11PM and 11PM-7AM
Attendant Responsibilities: Light housekeeping, Light meal 

prep and Medication administration required for the position. 
Medication Certification Course is mandatory

and offered with paid training.
Interviews are done by appointment only Mon. thru Fri.  

Please call us at 860-267-4401 to schedule an interview today!   
9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON

Job Type: Full time 2nd shift and part time 3rd shift
Salary:  $17-18.75 R
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INSTRUCTIONAL

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

WANTED TO BUY: your 
sterling silverware, tea set, 
or any item made of ster­
ling. Top cash price paid on 
the spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at a place 
of your choosing. Call/text 
Dominic at  860-836-5013 or 
email dmbappraisal@sbcg­
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS: and 
un­fin­ished pro­jects. Contact 
860-216-8144.

REAL ESTATE BUYERS: 
homes, condos & income 
property. You will absolutely 
love my exclusive “Peace of 
Mind Guarantee”. No other 
CT real estate agent will of­
fer this be­ne­fit to you. “If, 
within six months after your 
purchase, you decide you 
no longer want to own your 
property, I’ll sell it for you for 
free, carved in stone guaran­
teed in writing. Work with me 
as your agent, and I’ll treat 
you like family. I’ll point out 
the positive and also the neg­
ative aspects of every prop­
erty. You’ll be­ne­fit from my 
decades of experience. I’ve 
sold 1000+ homes, includ­
ing where you want to live. 
I’ll find your dream home. Alf­
onso Carbone; Best Real Es­
tate Agents; 860-798-6095. 
thepropertyprofessor@ya­
hoo.com.

CANDLELIGHT APART-
MENTS, GLASTONBURY: 
RENT NOW, one bedroom 
avail­able, ren­ov­ated, first 
floor. Rent is cur­rently $1,750 
per month. Includes heat/hot 
water, trash, sewer. Onsite 
storage and assigned park­
ing available. Property is a 
SMOKE FREE Complex. 
Please call via text or cell 
860-913-6723, Of­fice 860-
529-1725.

M A R L B O R O U G H 
2ND FLOOR, 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENT: 
$1,500/­monthly. Wash­er/Dry­
er hook-ups, Trash/Snow re­
moval. Quiet country setting 
off road. Avail­able im­med­ia­
tely. 1st/Last/Se­cur­ity $500. 
Heat/Electricity not included. 
No Smoking. Small pets will 
be considered. References 
required. Email michael­
daigle39@g­mail.­com, 401-
489-1869 or jes­posito0912@
g­mail.­com, 401-487-2337.

STORAGE UNIT AVAIL-
ABLE: located in East Hamp­
ton. 12 x 22. Text 860-267-
4858.

Part Time Constable
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications from 
POSTC certified police officers for the position of Part-Time 
Constable, 20 to 30 hours per week. Candidates will be 
required to successfully complete a written exam, physical 
agility test, verbal interview, thorough background investigation, 
polygraph, psychological evaluation, and physical exam.  A 
copy of current POST certification must accompany application. 
An employment application www.marlbo.info/employmentapp, 
and job description is available online or from the Town Clerk’s 
office.  An application (including POST Certification), current 
resume, and cover letter must be submitted in person or by 
mail to the Marlborough Town Clerk, 26 North Main Street, P.O. 
Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447.  The deadline is November 
21, 2025 or until filled.
Competitive starting salary commensurate with experience for 
POSTC certified police officers.  Equal Opportunity Employer

1TB 10/31

TOWN OF HEBRON
FINANCIAL ANALYST

The Town of Hebron is seeking a qualified candidate for 
the position of Financial Analyst. Under the direction of the 
Finance Director, the Financial Analyst performs research and 
analysis concerning the general operating, capital projects 
and special revenue budgets of the Town and maintenance of 
the general ledgers associated with all Town funds.  Provides 
assistance with cash management, financial reporting and as-
sists with the preparation of the general fund budget.  
The successful candidate should have proficiency with the use 
of financial accounting software and Office 365. A bachelor’s 
degree in accounting and experience with the principles and 
practices of municipal accounting is preferred. Starting salary 
of $70,000 depending on experience.
Resume, cover letter and a Town of Hebron employment 
application should be sent to Andrew J. Tierney, Town Man-
ager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248.  
Application deadline is Friday, November 14, 2025.  Town of 
Hebron is an EOE. 1TB 10/31

REVENUE COLLECTOR
TOWN OF HEBRON

The Town of Hebron is seeking a candidate to fill the position 
of Revenue Collector.  This full-time appointed position reports 
to the Finance Director and is responsible for the billing 
and collection of current and delinquent taxes including real 
estate, motor vehicle and personal property taxes as well 
as sewer use and assessment, and revenues from all other 
departments. The successful candidate should be very familiar 
with the operation of a Tax Collector’s Office, have strong 
knowledge of office management procedures, strong computer 
skills and must be able to work with the public. Preference will 
be given to those individuals who have had experience in the 
position and are CCMC certified.  Familiarity with Quality Data 
software is also preferred.  Salary range is $75,000 to $85,000 
plus an excellent benefit package. This is a union position. 
There is no residency requirement. Applicant must be bond-
able. Please send cover letter, resume and Town of Hebron 
employment application to Andrew J. Tierney, Town Manager, 
Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut 06248. 
Position open until filled.  For more details visit https://he-
bronct.com/contact-us/employment/. The Town of Hebron is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

1TB 10/31

REFEREES - WINTER
BASKETBALL SEASON

Parks & Recreation Dept
Town of Portland, CT (EOE)

Deadline: 11/18/2025
Referee Hourly Wage Range: $16.35 - $24.06

Seasonal Recreation Employment Applications available online 
www.portlandct.org 
Submit completed application to:
First Selectman’s Office, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071

Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org 
Referees for Grades 3-4 Youth Recreational Basketball Leagues 
(January to March). Mostly Saturdays, flexible hours, hourly rate 
DOQ. Reports to Director of Parks & Recreation. Referees will be 
responsible for officiating games at Grades 3-4 Level, must uphold 
a positive environment while maintaining control of game. All quali-
fied applicants will be considered for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Subject to criminal 
history background check. 
Qualifications: Familiarity with basketball, enthusiasm for sports & 
working with youth. Prior experience, First Aid & CPR certificate 
preferred.

• Junior staff must be age 15 upon employment;
• Adult staff must possess high school diploma or GED equivalent.

1TB 10/31

 
Driver needed to drive 26' box truck 
for deliveries to local post offices.
No CDL required.
Between 10 and 15 hours a week.
 
For more information, 
e-mail jim@rarereminder.com

Truck Driver 
Wanted

THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH: of East Hampton 
is seek­ing a part-time Ad­
min­is­trat­ive Assist­ant to work 
in the Church Of­fice for 10 
hours per week. Respons­
ibilities include welcoming 
vis­it­ors to the of­fice, an­swer­
ing phones. church record 
keeping, assisting with pre­
parations for Sunday worship 
services and other duties as 
needed. The right individual 
must have strong organiza­
tional skills, com­puter pro­fi­
ciency, and a pleasant, get 
it done attitude! Experience 
with MS Of­fice and Goggle 
Docs is required, and exper­
ience with Breeze CHMS is a 
plus. Please forward resume/
cover letter to Mary DeCour­
sey, marybdec62@gmail.com 
or send to 57 Main St, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. 

AUTO BODY TECHNICIAN: 
Looking for an experienced 
worker to come join our team. 
High volume collision shop. 
Monday-Friday. Contact us at 
860-633-0869.

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ASSISTANT: A Gla­ston­
bury Wealth Management 
firm is seek­ing a full-time 
Fin­an­cial Ad­min­is­trat­ive As­
sistant. Experience in the 
fin­an­cial ser­vices in­dustry is 
required. Must be detail-ori­
ented and organized to work 
independently, effectively, 
and ef­fi­ciently with min­imal 
supervision. Responsibilities 
include service to existing 
clients, processing new busi­
ness, and assisting in prepa­
ring client meetings and re­
views. Experience with BD’s 
LPL preferred. Please email 
re­sume to james@4y­our­as­
sets.com.

GLASTONBURY CARPET 
& FLOORING: is hiring for 
part-time position. Person 
needed to travel to homes/
businesses to  take measur­
ements for floor­ing. Call 860-
657-6008.

RESIDENTIAL DRYWALL 
CONTRACTOR LOOKING: 
for a reliable person with ex­
perience. Must have a car, 
clean record, speak English. 
For more info, please call 
959-888-1442.

HOME HEALTH CARE AID 
SEARCHING: for full-time, 
live-in position with elderly. 
Over 19 years’ ex­per­i­ence. 
Cooking, bathing, dressing 
and much more. Excellent 
ref­er­ences. 203-815-2690.

EMPLOYMENT

SEW HOW - KNOW HOW: 
Learn basic alteration skills 
with one-on-one lessons: 
shorten pants, let out a dress, 
replace a button, patch holes 
on clothing or home decor, 
and more. Call Close to 
Home 860-633-0721 and ask 
for Maria.

DOG OBEDIENCE CLASS-
ES: starting soon. Offering 
Puppy Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue Dogs 
Need and Want; CGC/Ther­
apy; Agil­ity. Over 25 years 
experience. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-267-
6040. paws-n-heeldogtrain­
ing.com.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, jew­
elry, coins, clocks, signs, all 
musical instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, accordi­
ons, vintage electronics, hi-fi 
stereo, amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, tube 
type equipment, plus more. 
1 item or entire estate. Call 
860-707-9350.

WANTED: In­di­vidual fire­
arms, collections & estates 
including, military & related 
items. Feder­ally li­censed fire­
arms deal­er.  Ap­prais­al. Rich­
ard Pleines. 860-663-2214.
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Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

C
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• Snowplowing / Snow Removal
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
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4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

CT Lic. HIC.0645188

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Now Offering
Shed Pads & Light Excavation R

E9
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25

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work 
Mulching • Walkways • Retaining Walls

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Fall Cleanup

 Customers
Also Curbside
Leaf Removal

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates
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CALL FOR A QUOTE
ON A FALL CLEAN-UP 
OR TO SCHEDULE A 
CURB SIDE PICK UP

C
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Fall Clean Ups 
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC#
0653158

-Leaf Pick Up and Debris Removal 
-Patios, walkways, retaining walls
-Tree Removal and Brush mowing 
-Excavation and Drainage 
-Dumpster Rental (10-15 yard)

FULLY 
INSURED

If anyone refused to rent to you because of your source 
of income, race, color, national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, marital status, age, disability or because 
you have children, you may have been the victim of illegal 
housing discrimination. Contact the Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING  DISCRIMINATION  
IS  ILLEGAL For Help Call  888-247-4401

Fall Clean Up
Curb Side Leaf Removal

Gutter Cleaning 
860-228-2003

CIT10-31-25

TREE & LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING & FALL 
CLEAN-UP: Ac­cept­ing new 
customers. Prefer Portland 
and East Hampton areas. 
Senior and Vet discounts. 
Free estimates. Call 860-638-
8812.

LAWN MOWING: Profes­
sional, competitive rates. Call 
Tho­mas 860-267-7515.

TREE & LAND
TREE SERVICES: Beech 
leaf disease management, 
arborvitae maintenance, 
tree pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting by li­
censed ar­bor­ists. LaPila Ar­
bor­ists, LLC 860-965-5546.

RE10-31-25

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Be the reason someone 
smiles today!
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COLUMBIA $575,000
Stunning Colonial on 2.3 Private Acres Near Columbia Lake. This 2,600 
sq. ft., 3-bedroom, 3-bath Colonial offers custom craftsmanship and modern 
comfort throughout. Built in 2002 with a 2015 addition featuring a luxurious 
primary suite, home office, and mudroom, the home blends timeless design 
with thoughtful upgrades. The chef ’s kitchen boasts granite countertops, a 
breakfast bar, designer lighting, and high-end stainless appliances including 
a 48” Wolf 8-burner range. The open floor plan flows beautifully through the 
great room, dining area, den/playroom, and full bath. Upstairs, the primary 
suite features a spa bath, two balconies, and built-in office. Enjoy outdoor 
living with stone walls, blue stone patio, fire pit, shed—all just a short walk 
to Columbia Lake and local hiking trails.

JUST 
LISTED!

REAL ESTATE
Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Picture
this:

call us
today at:

860-633-4691

your
ad

here!

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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SERVICES

TREE & LANDSCAPING

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs

Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading

Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations 

and Clearing
Plowing / Salting 

Dump Runs

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups

Snow Removal/Salting

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-19-25

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

FALL RATES!
• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

No Job Too Small!
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RSK Tree Service, LLC

rsktreeservicellc@gmail.com

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 

Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal 

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski – 860-573-1244

GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed & Insured

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER, 
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND

SCHEDULE YOUR FALLSCHEDULE YOUR FALL
LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!

Scalia & Associates, LLC
scaliaf@sbcglobal.net

Landscaping Services.  
Serving your community for 25 years.

(860) 657-4810 C
IT
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Don’t wait.  Don’t wait.  
Call to schedule a Call to schedule a 

FREEFREE estimate estimate

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

860-205-3266

DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions

R
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com
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KARLEYROSE Gardens llc

Text or Call Dave 860-398-3719
Licensed & Insured — SINCE 2004 —

• Light Land Clearing • Shed Pads • Trench Work
• Stone Driveways • New Lawns • Light Excavating

• Garden Restorations, Mulching, Trimming
All Types of Landscaping

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE10-8-21

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E9
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now

r
e1
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— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR WEEKLY MOWING 

Pruning • Brush Clearing 
Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal

Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jebelandscape.com

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC

Shed Pad InstallsShed Pad Installs
Landscaping & Mulch InstallsLandscaping & Mulch Installs

Lawn MaintenanceLawn Maintenance
860.531.2820

greenvalleyland.com

C
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Bulk 
Materials

Lot

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

C
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LAWN & GARDEN REFRESH!
Great products for fixing lawns and helping gardens:
Premium Screened Top Soil for Lawns & Gardens

plus Black Gold Leaf Compost
Dress your garden beds with your choice of 9 premium 

bulk mulches or 5 different decorative stones.
Pick it up or have it delivered – 7 days a week! 

— LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM —

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1

1-
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

SEALCOATING
Asphalt Repair & Maintenance

Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820

PAVING

C
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CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

SERVICES

G
C

03
25

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

860-632-7283

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 
VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS

Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Our 40th Anniversary!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
E9
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
Now Scheduling for November!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
E3

-1
3-

20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured
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General 
Services

Drainage &   
Excavation
Yard Installation  
Paving
Hardscapes
Brush  Mowing
Land Clearing
Tree Service
Horse Area & 
Land Regrading
Commerical 
Plowing

C4
Call or Text

860-912-8817

Dick’s Moving Service, LLC

860-815-7547

Experienced Professional Movers
Specializing in Local Moves,

Apartments, Homes, Single Pieces,
Appliances, etc.

Asst. Living, Conv. Homes, etc.
1-4 items $375

within a 10 mile radius
Call for a Free Estimate
References & Insured

C
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

ABLE MASON & RESTOR
ATION LLC: Chimney built 
and repair. Chimney liner 
& stove installation. Brick, 
block, stone veneer. Pavers, 
patios and sidewalk, retain­
ing wall. All mason­ry re­pairs. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 860-
978-2947.

AIR FILTER CHANGES, 
THERMOSTAT REPLACE-
MENT: and minor HVAC 
system changes or upgrades. 
Home and contract services. 
On-call or regular mainte­
nance. Call 203-537-0905 or 
smallhvac123@gmail.com.

BLACK GOOSE CHIMNEY 
SWEEP: Dirty chimneys 
can burn! Having your chim­
ney cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. Fully 
in­sured. Dave 860-267-8422.

CERTIFIED FENG SHUI: 
Consultant, Change your 
environment to change your 
re­la­tion­ships health fin­ances 
and life. I work with you to 
clarify needs and create a 
personalize chart. I provided 
customized remedy’s and 
energetic support for your 
space. Call Jodie 917-764-
0089. www.eden­o­lam­spaces.­
com.

CHIMNEY MAINTENANCE: 
Cleaning, caps, dampers, 
flash­ing, fur­nace liners and 
more. No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you want 
done. 35 yrs. actual experi­
ence as the owner of Glaston­
bury’s local chimney service. 
Wil­liam Al­len 860-633-1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT HAUL-
ING: Same day appointments 
available. Cleanouts, base­
ments, gar­ages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can take as 
much or as little as you want. 
Mark 860-295-9692 or 860-
916-9577.

ELECTRIC STAN LLC: Of­
fering service changes for 
meters and panels. Best price 
offered.  Licensed and In­
sured. License #202454E1. 
860-716-7903.

FALL CLEAN UP: Leaf re­
moval, hedges trimmed, 
mulch, brush removal, gen­
eral property  maintenance. 
Call 860-894-9919.

FLOOR SANDING AND RE-
FINISHING: Custom staining 
and fin­ish­ing. Re­pair­ing and 
lay­ing of all wood floors. Free 
estimates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN SO-
LUTION: Restoration, build 
new, assemble of goods, 
paint, driveway coating, 
floors-wood, vinyl, ceram­ic. 
Refin­ish­ing, closet makeover. 
Lic & Ins. 860-989-0600, 860-
904-0158.

GUTTERS CLEANED: LO­
CAL, RELIABLE, RESPON­
SIBLE and PROMPT. Free 
estimates. Best rates. Call 
Tho­mas 860-267-7515.

IS YOUR RETAINING WALL: 
leaning or bulging? But your 
material still good? We can 
re­build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col­
lecting water? But material 
still good? We can re-base, 
re-use your old material and 
save $$$! Don­dero Lawn 
Care 860-228-2003.

J & S PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT: Interior/ex­
terior painting, window/door 
installation, vinyl siding inst­
allation and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. Stuc­
co, fin­ish base­ment, ceramic 
tiles, bathroom, remodeling. 
Building maintenance, fence 
in­stall­a­tion. House and of­fice 
clean­ing. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

JOSH’S JUNK REMOVAL: 
All items removed at a rea­
sonable rate. Call for esti­
mate. We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. Josh 
Langdon 48hrs. Cleaning 
Service. 860-922-4621.

L&R GENERAL MASONRY: 
We specialize in perfection. 
We do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chimney re­
pairs. Stone walls, blue stone, 
etc. Fully insured & licensed. 
Call Rino 860-833-6146.

NEED A RELIABLE PLUM
BER: OR HOME REPAIR 
PRO?  Call Justin – Your Lo­
cal Plumbing & Bath Special­
ist!  From leaky pipes to full 
bathroom makeovers, we do 
it all: Drain cleaning & pipe 
repair; Water heaters, toilets 
& garbage disposals; Kitchen 
sinks & faucets; Tub & show­
er valve replacements; Full & 
partial bath remodels.  Fast. 
Friendly. Affordable.  Free Es­
timates, Licensed & Insured, 
Senior Discounts Available  
Call or Text Justin Today: 
203-440-5496   Quality Work 
You Can Trust!

THE BETTER HOUSEKEEP
ER: Premium cleaning for se­
niors, who value quality and 
trust, because you deserver 
the best.   860-413-2353.

WATER DAMAGED RE-
PAIRS: We find the leak, we 
fix it and all of it’s dam­age. 
Roofing, sid­ing, sheet­rock, 
woodworking, etc. 35 years 
experience. Please call Rene 
at 860-716-2678.

WINDOW CLEANING: Res­
id­en­tial, $9 per win­dow in­side 
and out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

WOOD FLOORS: Question­
ing whether your wood floors 
really need sanding? Have 
ex­is­ti­ng sur­face fin­ish deep 
cleaned, revitalized, with 
a durable acrylic/urethane 
floor fin­ish. The best al­tern­
ative to the mess, expense 
of sand­ing. A great af­ford­
able appearance booster for 
home sellers. Carpets safely 
dry cleaned.  Experienced, 
references, insured. William 
Agostinelli 860-704-8486 
Calls Only

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
E2

-1
5-

24

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths

From design to finish you’ll love our work!  
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,

visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.  
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

860-657-6462
www.alansoucy.com
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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Freshen Up for the Holidays!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591
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All phases of Painting
Interior/Exterior

Texture Removal & Repair
Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage

Ceiling & Wall
Repair Specialists

860-652-9259  cell 860-324-8544

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

29 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.368.9486

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs & Flooring
• Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E2
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

STARKEY HOME REMOD-
ELLING: Call today for a free 
estimate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. Roof­
ing, decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, landscape 
services, porches, patios, 
framing, carpentry, siding, 
kitchens/baths, basements, 
floor­ing (tile, hard­wood, 
laminate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, etc. 
Locally owned. Licensed/In­
sured. James 860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: Af­
fordable prices. Our prices 
can’t be beat. Patios-walk­
w a y s - s t e p s - w a l l s - c o n ­
crete-chimney-pavers-blue­
stone-drainage-decking and 
more. 35 years’ experience. 
Fully licensed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://mer­
siniv12.wixsite.com/allstar­
masonry. Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

CABINET REFACING: Not 
an overpriced box store or 
franchise. Local company, 
cabinetmakers specializing in 
refacing since 1986. All wood 
products, custom work and 
counter tops. Deal with the 
owner. Wood’n Excellence 
CP#0664648, 860-345-2050.

D&A TILE: Free estimates. 
Li­censed and in­sured. All 
types of tile work, kitchens, 
baths. All work guar­an­teed. 
16 years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS: 
Handyman, painting, rotted 
wood, framing alterations 
and structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/Text 
Ben Egri 860-712-6257.

GUTTER & ROOF CLEAN-
ING: Clogged gutters? Roof 
stains, moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. RELI­
ABLE. AFFORDABLE. In­
sured, #HIC.06517074. Free 
estimates. Text/Call Marc 
860-498-2524.

HARDWOOD FLOORING: 
Installation, repairs, sanding, 
staining, dustless refinish­
ing. Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/ operated info@broth­
ershomeimprovementct.com, 
www.BrothersHomeImprove­
mentCT.com 860-432-5716, 
860-882-7672.

J & S MASONRY: Design 
patio, pool patio, Chimney re­
pair. Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. Roofs 
done, veneers done, walk­
ways. Cement, tiles, paving 
and build­ing main­ten­ance. All 
kinds of masonry and home 
re­pairs. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
CLEANING: Hand cleaned 
out then rinsed. Starting at 
$125. In­sured. Josh Lang­don 
860-922-4621.

READY FOR A NEW KITCH-
EN BATHROOM OR DECK: 
Beautiful Craftsmanship, Ex­
cellent References, 30 years 
of Experience. Licensed and 
Insured. The Owner is on ev­
ery job! One call does it all. 
Jacques Building and Devel­
op­ment Co. 860-918-1401, 
Call or Text. HIC#0667632.

RENE’S INTERIOR TRIM 
LLC: 35 years of experience 
in all phases of carpentry. 
Some of the services we of­
fer include - Crown molding, 
chair rails, window-seats, 
bookcases, entertainment 
centers, cedar closets, cus­
tom stairs. Pocket doors, in­
terior/exterior doors, radiator 
covers, portocos, mantles. 
Wheelchair ramps, replace­
ment hatchways, replace­
ment windows, sump-pumps. 
Wood decking changed to 
Trex, attic stairs, new kitchen 
and bath. Water damage and 
rot repairs of all kinds such as 
leaky roofs, doors, windows 
or plumb­ing fixt­ures. We do 
complete repairs of drywall 
and plaster! We also combat 
the entry of mice and more. 
Call Rene 860-716-2678.

ROOFING: Decks, concrete 
side walks & patio, brick & 
stonework, and more. Li­
censed & insured. Call 860-
894-9919

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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5-
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Cash for 
Junk Cars

Call Tom
860-228-7171

RE10-24-25



NEWS BULLETIN •  October 31, 2025	 Page 39

CLEANING SERVICES

FOR SALE
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

TAG SALES

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
-7

-2
1Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing

Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair

Water Damage Repair C
IT

3-
5-

20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
29

-2
3

PAINTING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists

R
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25
HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Roofing
Full Roofing Systems

Leaks • Rec Rooms • Bathrooms
Decks • Windows • Doors R

E3
-1

3-
20

860.657.6462 Lic# 
0622777

Roof 
RepaiRs

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

— FULLY INSURED —860-854-7079
thepowerwashingkings.com

Commercial / Residential / Condos

C
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4ROOF & HOUSE

CLEANING
Call for Roof  

Washing Specials!

We use “green” 
friendly solutions 
for best results!

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
3-
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KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

“Let Us FLoor U”

Floors r Us
Hardwood FLooring

specializing in sanding / Finishing / staining of existing Floors
installation / repairs available – 25 Years experience

License #601216
Fully insured

860-508-2551 C
IT
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local references 
Available

Free estimates
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776
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Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Celebrating

30 Years
of Quality Service!

1995-2025

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 30 Years Experience • 24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured • Commercial/Residential

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
IT

11
-1

4-
24

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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FIREWOOD SEASONED/
SPLIT: hard wood. Full cord 
$285. Half cord $185. De­
livery included to local area. 
Quick delivery. Call 860-633-
5766.

FOR SALE: Wedding cake 
pans size 6 inches to 16 inch­
es, plastic plates, pillars and 
pins. Large 16 inch square 
pan, 9 inch heart pan. Candy 
and sugar bowls. Wilton cake 
books. Decorating tips and 
electric hot dog machine. 
860-635-1146.

ITEMS FOR SALE: Ethan Al­
len desk, Barrister bookcase, 
& open-shelf unit - Perfect for 
home of­fice! Also Ethan Al­len 
Sofa & Upholstered Chair. 
All must go - Best Of­fer. Text 
860-989-0945 for pho­tos.

LUND DLX 16’ ALUMINIUM 
BOAT: 2006, side console, 
25HP. Evinrude motor, good 
condition. With 2011 EZ-load 
trailer, very good condition. 
Ask­ing $2,200. Call Jim 860-
267-9957.

SPACIOUS CURIO: For sale 
98in x 62in x 21in. Wood & 
glass 3 sections inner lights 
ex­cel­lent con­di­tion $300. Sue 
860-402-8884.

VINTAGE PENNSYLVANIA 
HOUSE: Young Tra­di­tions 7 
foot wedgewood blue sofa 
with match­ing Queen Anne 
high back chair. mint condi­
tion $675.00.  860-633-5888.

ANNUAL FALL TAG SALE & 
THRIFT SHOP: Sat, Nov 1st, 
9am-1pm, Marl­bor­ough Con­
gregational Church, 35 South 
Main St. Household, season­
al, clothing, collectibles, lin­
ens, furniture, toys, games, 
antiques, vintage, electronics, 
and much more!

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH FAIR: 
Saturday November 22nd. 
9am-2pm, 371 Wol­cott Hill, 
Weth­ersfield. Bakery, Coun­
try Store, Cafe, Holiday/
Handmade Items, Grandma’s 
At­tic,   In­spir­a­tion Garden, 
Cookie Walk. All pro­ceeds 
help our Food Pantry & ELCA 
World Hunger. More info: 
860-529-5397.

ESTATE SALE: Fri-Sun, 
10/31-11/1. Fri & Sat 8am-
4pm, Sun 9am-2pm. 1062 
Main Street, South Glaston­
bury. Cash/Venmo & Carry. 
Furniture, crystal, china, 
tables, hutches, household, 
décor and more! Please No 
Children.

GARAGE SALE: Saturday, 
11/1, 9am-1pm, 59 Old Maids 
Lane, Gla­ston­bury. A little bit 
of everything. Some estate/
moving sale items.

TAG SALE: Sat, Nov 1st, 
10am-4pm, 58 Chestnut Hill 
Rd, Colchester. Household/
kit­chen items, 1960s toys, 
bunk beds, hanger plant 
pots, baskets/bushel/half/
pint, lamps, wall hangings, 
fire­wood/­kind­ling, table saws 
and more.

BRAZILIAN CLEANING 
SERVICE: Responsible, Bra­
zilian woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very pro­
fes­sional and punc­tu­al. Also 
good with pets. Only text Ana 
Paula 860-477-6035.

CLEANING LADY: An­imal 
lover. Traditional work eth­
ic. Detail oriented. Flexible. 
Great references. Call Carol 
at 860-228-0012.

HOUSE CLEANING: Need 
some help to get your home 
clean? I’d be happy to help. 
I have 10+ years of experi­
ence, I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I do 
an amaz­ing job. Re­fer­ences 
upon request. Please call or 
text for free es­tim­ates. ARI­
ANE’ S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

iCLEAN   SERVICES, LLC: 
residential, commercial, 
post-construction, one-time 
cleaning. Good references. 
Free estimates. Please call 
860-680-0777.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING :   Them­
arcofc leanwindows.com. 
Since 1991 and loving it! Lo­
cal & Insured. In/out $15.50, 
out­side only $11.50. Text 
Marc  at 860-508-0447.
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FFoorr  AAllll  YYoouurr  HHoommee  EElleeccttrriiccaall  NNeeeeddss!!

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.comabsoluteairservices.com
Heating & Cooling Installation and ServiceHeating & Cooling Installation and Service

CCaallll  NNooww!!  886600--661133--55223300
OOrr  VViissiitt  OOuurr  PPrroodduucctt  SShhoowwrroooomm  FFoorr  MMoorree  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
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FFrreeee  IInn--HHoommee
CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn  aanndd  

EEssttiimmaattee  FFoorr
FFuurrnnaaccee  oorr  BBooiilleerr  

RReeppllaacceemmeenntt FFrreeee  GGeenneerraattoorr
IInnssppeeccttiioonn  aanndd

YYeeaarrllyy  MMaaiinntteennaannccee
EEssttiimmaattee

FFrreeee  WWhhoollee  HHoommee  
EElleeccttrriiccaall  IInnssppeeccttiioonn

LLaasstt  CChhaannccee  FFoorr  22002255  RReebbaatteess  aanndd  FFeeddeerraall  TTaaxx  CCrreeddiittss..    
00%%  FFiinnaanncciinngg  AAllwwaayyss  AAvvaaiillaabbllee..  
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EEvvaalluuaattiioonn

FFrreeee  IInnddoooorr
AAiirr  QQuuaalliittyy

IImmpprroovveemmeenntt  
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FFrreeee
CCOO  DDeetteeccttoorr//

SSmmookkee  DDeetteeccttoorr
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LLEETT  AABBSSOOLLUUTTEE  AAIIRR  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  EENNSSUURREE  
YYOOUURR  HHOOMMEE  IISS  RREEAADDYY  FFOORR  WWIINNTTEERR  

October is October is 
“FREE-KY” “FREE-KY” 

MontMonth!h!

*All offers valid if scheduled by 10/31/25

Lic # ELC-0202689-E1

$1000.00 OFF
A NEW GENERAC

WHOLE HOME
GENERATOR

INSTALLATION
VALID IF PURCHASED BY 10/31/25
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Keep Colchester Moving Forward
To the Editor:

As DTC chair, I’m so proud of our candidates on 
the Democratic ticket this year and am confident 
that they’re the right people to keep Colchester 
moving in the right direction. 

Andrew Cournoyer, incumbent, and newcomer 
Eric Jackson, a U.S. Navy veteran and scientific 
data analyst, offer good judgment and fairness to 
the Board of Assessment Appeals.

As Treasurer, Sean Gillespie, who specializes 
in computerized financial systems, has learned 
our town systems. He is running for the Board 
of Finance joined by Jillian Vinci, an incumbent 
and insurance expert, and Krista Kardys, a skilled 
nurse and current BAA member. Dave Koji, a 
small business owner with a degree in business, 
and previous chair of the ARPA Committee, seeks 
to be Treasurer.

Two amazing former teachers with 70+ years 
of experience between them are running for the 
Board of Education as newcomers. Gussie Gilberti, 
retired special education teacher, and Nancy Nel-
son, former math teacher, will work hard to iden-
tify the best ways to spend our tax dollars so that 
kids in the classroom benefit the most. 

Rosemary Coyle, with her historical knowledge 
and dedication to Colchester, is a true leader on 
the Board of Selectmen. Denise Turner, a lifelong 
Colchester resident, has been a strong voice of 
reason and insight on BOS. They are both up for 
re-election.

Our First Selectman Bernie Dennler has 
changed the way things run in town hall since his 
election in 2023.  We are back on the right track 
and making progress. Over $5M in grants have 
been secured under Bernie’s leadership and he’s 
proactively planned to maintain our buildings, 
roads, and facilities.  Learn more about Bernie’s 

Vote for Don Denley
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter of support for Don Den-
ley, Republican candidate for the Andover Board 
of Finance. Don is a successful business owner 
who will serve our town as a responsible and fair 
Board of Finance member. Don understands the 
importance of fiscal responsibility for our small 
town. He will provide an objective view and over-
see our town budget to keep our taxes at a reason-
able rate while providing equitable funding for 
town government and projects.

Please vote for Don on Tuesday, Nov. 4, or at one 
of the early voting sessions.

Sincerely,
Alicia Lee – Andover

Vote for Lawrence and Ockman
To the Editor: 

Jan Lawrence is running for the Hebron Board 
of Selectmen. The town can do no better than Jan! 
He is dedicated, smart, engaging, and thoughtful. 
He is an amazing listener and problem-solver. He 
loves this town and will always do right by it.

Adam Ockman is running for the Hebron Board 
of Finance. He is perfect for this job! First, he likes 
numbers! He is an actuary and has a degree in 
mathematics. Second, he regularly attends Board 
of Finance meetings and already understands the 
financial situation of Hebron and the challenges 
it faces. Third, he cares deeply about helping and 
contributing to Hebron. As stated above, he is per-
fect for the job!

Please vote for Jan Lawrence for the Hebron 
Board of Selectmen and Adam Ockman for the 
Board of Finance.

Denise Rodosevich – Hebron

Good Governance Starts 
With Good People

To the Editor:
As a community, we are fortunate to have four 

outstanding candidates running for the Portland 
Board of Education: Kim Nagy Marushock, Jody 
Grosso, Erin Livensparger, and Bethanne Vergean. 
Each brings integrity, experience, and a deep com-
mitment to our students and schools. Any one of 
them — and all of them together — would be won-
derful additions to our Board.

Kim Nagy Marushock brings a proven record of 
success as a current Board of Education member 
— thoughtful, experienced, and focused on what’s 
best for Portland’s students. The other Democratic 
candidates may be new to board service, but their 
desire to serve grows from years of volunteer work, 
community involvement, and a shared belief that 
our children’s success strengthens our town.

Good governance isn’t about politics — it’s 
about leadership, collaboration, and care for the 
community we all call home. These candidates 
embody those values, and they will bring steady, 
student-centered leadership to our schools. Vote 
Row A: early voting is underway. 

Meg Scata – Portland
Note: Scata is secretary to the Portland Board of 

Education and vice president of the Connecticut As-
sociation of Boards of Education. 

McFarland Seeks Your Vote
Dear Neighbors:

My name is Susan McFarland and I’m running 
for Marlborough Board of Selectmen. I previously 
served on the Zoning Commission for 12 years, 
including as vice chair. Having recently retired 
from a career in environment, health and safety 
(EHS), I decided now was the perfect time to serve 
my town again. Someone asked me how my expe-
rience qualifies me for the BOS, so here is some 
insight into my background.

Working in EHS compliance for publicly-traded 
companies was both challenging and rewarding. 
We were dedicated to providing strong returns to 
our shareholders, and we had to achieve compli-
ance. iInce those two things can sometimes be at 
odds, we were constantly thinking outside the box 
and looking for compromise. We built cross-func-
tional teams to find solutions that would protect 
the employees and natural resources, and bring us 
into compliance with the law for the lowest cost all 
while minimizing the impact on operations. De-
pending on the issue or regulatory requirement, I 
worked with manufacturing supervisors, process 
engineers, employee safety committees and man-
agement to find creative solutions that worked for 
the various stakeholders.

I see the BOS in a similar role. As the legislative 

Andover Board of Finance 
Hello My Fellow Andover Citizens Friends and 
Taxpayers:

I’m Don Denley, longtime resident, Army vet-
eran, small business owner. Today I’m respectfully 
asking for your vote and support in our upcom-
ing Nov. 4th election. If elected the town will get 
my dedication, expertise and experience. We will 
share a vested interest.

I will spend our tax dollars wisely and will focus 
on conservation, spending keeping our taxes in 
check for seniors, working-class families and long-
time Ando residents while supporting our highly 
regarded schools, and essential town services. We 
live in Andover because it’s a peaceful safe place to 
live, raise families and to be able to participate in 
the town budget process. I have always supported 
the town meeting type of government where we 
the taxpayers and citizens have a voice on the bud-
get and how our tax dollars are spent. That process 
was put at risk at the last charter revision but it was 
rejected as it should have been

We’ve seen our taxes rise considerably over the 
last several years and that will have my attention 
and I will work closely with our superintendent 
of schools with their projects and increase enroll-
ment. I will be a steady, reliable member of the 
Board of Finance at a time when our Leadership 
is going through some significant changes. We will 
be getting a new town clerk, a new town admin-
istrator, and a new chairman on the Board of Fi-
nance. These are important positions. Carol Lee, 
Eric Anderson and Marc Brinker have given us 
great service and they will not be easy to replace.

These are important issues that we as a town will 
have to address. I will take this job very seriously, 
do my research, make informed decisions and I 
will represent all the people of Andover and you 
will always have my ear as I ask for your vote on 
Nov. 4th. Thank you.

Don Denley – Andover

Seeking Reelection to PZC
To the Editor:

My name is Leigh Ann Hutchinson. I am the 
incumbent member on the Andover Planning and 
Zoning Commission; running for re-election. I am 
a lifelong resident of Andover. Having chosen to 
stay here, I am vitally interested in ensuring the 
town’s future progress through substantial plan-
ning for effective land use, how that relates to the 
demographics and needs of the Town’s residents, 
and, local business needs. Appropriate planning 
for these items includes the study of housing, ag-
ing in place, climate, and economic development.

I am a former eight-year member of the Board 
of Selectmen. During that time, BOS members 
had liaison assignments to other boards and com-
missions. I was the liaison to all of the other land 
use commissions; the Inland Wetlands and Water-
courses Commission, the Conservation Commis-
sion, and the Zoning Board of Appeals. This back-
ground provided additional beneficial municipal 
and land use experience. I have completed relevant 
training provided to Planning and Zoning mem-
bers by the Connecticut Bar Association. I hold 
a Bachelor of Science degree in marketing and a 
graduate certificate in gerontology from UConn.

I would appreciate the support of all of you to 
continue this work on behalf of the Town. Thank 
you.

Leigh Ann Hutchinson – Andover

Proud Father Supports His Son 
To the Editor:

Please support my son Bernie Dennler for your 
first selectman! As residents of this beautiful com-
munity, I am sure you have kept yourselves on top 
of all the positive accomplishments Bernie and his 
team have achieved by reading his weekly news-
letter. This report shows his commitment to his 
transparency as to how the town functions each 
week and how your tax dollars are being utilized to 
keep a balanced town budget.

When my son took office, he quickly put in 
place a budget freeze so he could restructure the 
finance department because of various budgetary 
flaws. He was able to complete, in 18 months, three 
overdue audits to secure an AA+ bond rating, sav-
ing the taxpayers thousands of dollars. Bernie also 
restructured other services in town to best serve 
the community and save tax dollars. Some of Ber-
nie’s accomplishments, to name a few of many, 
replacing the self-contained breathing equipment 
our firefighters needed, the replacement of needed 
aged fleet of fire apparatus that Bernie pushed for 
when on the Board of Finance and being part of 
the Apparatus Replacement Subcommittee. As first 
selectman he secured over $5 million in various 
grants to deliver needs to strengthen public safety, 
protecting Colchester’s environment and history, 
promoting economic development, supporting 
our roads, parks and the towns infrastructure, and 
savings that protect our community taxpayers with 
a balanced budget. Please go to Bernieforcolches-
ter.com and see for yourself the accomplishments 
his team provided to you over the past two years.

In two years, Bernie has kept his promise to 

Supports Lavoy
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my strong support for 
Tim Lavoy as a candidate for the Portland Board 
of Selectmen. I have known Tim for well over a 
decade and have witnessed firsthand the qualities 
that make him an exceptional choice to serve our 
community. 

Tim is a person of integrity, dedication, and 
common sense. Whether it is volunteering at local 
events, serving on our town committees, support-
ing local schools, or helping neighbors in need, he 
consistently demonstrates a deep commitment to 
the well-being and success of our town.

Professionally and personally, Tim brings de-
cades of fiscal, staff, and client managerial experi-
ence. One of the most impressive traits of this wor-
thy candidate is the dedication of his personal time 
to researching long documents often overlooked, 
but always pertinent, to making savvy decisions 
for our community. 

Tim considers all perspectives, and makes deci-
sions guided by both facts and compassion. He is 
a wordsmith with a gift for succinct communica-
tion, collaboration with opposing viewpoints, and 
transparency. In every sense of the word, Tim La-
voy is a great leader in our community and integral 
to our future success. I believe it is time to focus on 
what is important for Portland in a fiscally respon-
sible manner. I urge my fellow residents to join me 
in supporting Tim Lavoy for the Board of Select-
men. I thank all those who dedicate their time for 
our community, and wish all candidates the best! 

Sincerely, 
Janet Colonghi – Portland

Resident Since 1989 
Local Business Owner Since 2012

Voting for Vergean
To the Editor:

My name is Anne Whalen, and I’d like to share 
my support for Bethanne Vergean in the upcom-
ing Board of Education election. I’ve had the plea-
sure of coaching alongside Bethanne for many 
years and serving on various boards together. I 
can honestly say that her dedication to childhood 
development is remarkable. She goes above and 
beyond her professional responsibilities, dedicat-
ing much of her free time to initiatives that truly 
benefit our kids and our community. I believe she 
will be a fantastic advocate for our students and 
their families.

Thank you,
Anne Whalen – Portland

Will Hold Admin Accountable
To the Editor:

I have watched a few BOE meetings and noticed 
how Salvatore Nucifora was much more engaged 
than the rest on the BOE. I trust his opinions and 
his judgment as I have heard him state he has been 
a resident of East Hampton for 50 years.

I believe he will continue to support the chil-
dren’s education and hold the administration ac-
countable. 

Sincerely,
David Cole – East Hampton

plans to keep us moving forward at bernieforcol-
chester.com.

This is the team with a proven record of suc-
cesses and deliverables. They plan to bring up-
grades at Bacon Academy, the RecPlex, Norton 
Park, the Youth Center, and the former Senior 
Center (future home of the Police Department) to 
fruition. But first, they need your support.

These candidates have worked hard for your 
vote and I have no doubt that they will bring the 
perfect mix of experience and new ideas to town 
government. Please vote to keep moving forward 
this weekend from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Town Hall or 
on Election Day from 6 a.m.-6 p.m. at your regu-
lar polling place.

With gratitude,
Monica Swyden, Chair

Colchester Democratic Town Committee

See Letters, page 3

body for our town, the BOS represents taxpayers 
and therefore should be soliciting input from all 
parties – seniors, families, local businesses – and 
then working to identify policies or programs that 
meet the residents’ needs while respecting their 
wallets and keeping our taxes down. Fortunately, 
every BOS meeting has two items built into the 
agenda to allow for public comments – a great op-
portunity for residents to make their voices heard 
on the topics being addressed by the board.

I’m asking for your vote in this election, and 
then I hope to hear from you at future BOS meet-
ings.

Sincerely,
Susan McFarland – Marlborough
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bring Colchester together and fulfill his commit-
ment to thousands of residents across the com-
munity that shared their concerns and where they 
thought Colchester needed to be going. My son 
is a great listener and never passes judgement! ( 
Always looking at the positive side of any conver-
sation). In the last two years Bernie has proven 
he respects everyone with integrity regardless of 
politics. “That’s who Bernie is.” He comes from a 
family of farmers, firefighters, educators, and small 
business owners. He respects family values and 
traditions. In closing, Bernie has proved his abil-
ity to bring local boards together, communicate 
across party lines, be open minded and build solu-
tions based on community collaboration.

Please vote for my son, First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler, Nov. 4th.

Thank you! A proud father,
Bernard W. Dennler Jr. – Colchester

★Letters cont. from page 1

In Support of Ted Hintz
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Ted Hintz Jr. for 
Town Council. I have worked with Ted on mul-
tiple personal situations and on the budget for the 
East Hampton Ambulance Association. He has 
integrity and a willingness to help those in need. 
I have grown in my respect and confidence in his 
abilities and his honesty. I am a registered Inde-
pendent and endeavor to make my decisions on 
who would be the best for the job at hand. I believe 
Ted would bring a perspective that will bring posi-
tive changes to East Hampton. I know he has lived 
here his whole life and wants nothing but to see it 
prosper and be a safe place for us to live and raise 
our families.

Debra Mayer – East Hampton

A Solid Choice
To the Editor:

Election season is in full swing and I offer my 
enthusiastic support to Brian O’Reilly, candidate 
for Board of Finance. Brian is my husband, my 
best friend, and my most trusted advisor, so I can-
not help but be biased in my position. With that 
disclosure out of the way, let me sing his praises….

As a longtime Hebron resident, Brian has served 
the community in different ways over the years. 
From coaching baseball, to serving on the Hebron 
Board of Education, hosting neighborhood block 
parties and supporting local contractors and small 
business owners, Brian enjoys the connections and 
friendships he has formed in this town. People 
know that they can count on him to show up, build 
up, level up and crack up! He has a great sense of 
humor to match his many attributes that make 
him a strong candidate for the Board of Finance. 

He’s a real person. The OG Self-Made Success 
Story. With grit and tactical application of learned 
strategies and a well-developed gut sense for tack-
ling challenges, he became a successful small busi-
ness owner for more than 20 years, a proud dad 
of four amazing grown children and a person who 
is respected and well-known in the New England 
area by people of all different backgrounds and in-
terests. 

One of Brian’s greatest assets is his uncanny 
ability to decode problematic situations and of-
fer fresh solutions. I think that a big part of his 
“secret sauce” is his respect for all stakeholders 
and his eagerness to listen to all parties involved. 
His approach to collaboration and his leadership 
style fosters healthy discourse and brings forward 
ideas and strategies that are balanced, creative and 
straightforward.

Brian O’Reilly is a solid choice to represent your 
financial interests in town government. He’s also 
an all-around fun guy to be around, so don’t be shy 
about reaching out to him with any questions or 
concerns.

Brandie O’Reilly – Amston

Walck – Not Talk
To the Editor:

I am just one of the candidates running for the 
Board of Finance. Just one. Any board or commis-
sion takes a collaborative effort, statesmanship, 
compromise yet independent thinking. Ultimately 
it is a team effort-not one individual who makes 
the decision for the town. Not one member gets all 
the credit for the ultimate outcome either.

I am asking you to consider voting for me this 
election cycle. I will do as I stated in the open-
ing paragraph and serve the town to the best of 
my ability and make the decisions I feel are in the 
Town’s best interests, and not necessarily mine. My 
last name says it all. Walck – not talk.

Alison Walck

Vote Row A
To the Editor:

I am voting for Row A and you should too if you 
want to keep Colchester moving forward. Bernie 
has proven his leadership these past two years. I 
know firsthand what it takes and Bernie has it all. 
Make sure we keep the gains!

Sincerely,
Mary Bylone – Colchester

Support the Democrats
To the Editor:

As an East Hampton resident, I am proud to 
support the full slate of Democratic candidates in 
our local elections. These candidates are qualified, 
thoughtful, and committed to the town of East 
Hampton. They are deeply invested in our town’s 
success – its financial health, its educational excel-
lence, its character, its history, and its future. 

Our incumbent Democrats have demonstrated 
a commitment to civility and process that is re-
freshing in our modern political climate, and the 
new candidates all bring relevant experience and 
new perspectives to the positions they hope to fill. 
I firmly believe these candidates will work hard to 
balance the complex, sometimes-competing needs 
of all East Hampton’s residents. 

I hope you will join me in voting Row A for East 
Hampton. 

Margaret Malley – East Hampton

Vote Row A 
To the Editor:

This November, East Hampton voters have a 
great opportunity to support a team of Demo-
cratic candidates who truly care about our town’s 
future. Joelyn Leon and Karen Wanat stand out 
as thoughtful, community-minded leaders who 
bring both experience and heart to the table.

Joelyn Leon offers a fresh perspective grounded 
in decades of advocacy for working families across 
Connecticut. As political director of the Connecti-
cut AFL-CIO and a longtime East Hampton resi-
dent, she knows how to balance smart budgeting 
with strong support for public education and se-
niors. She’s ready to make sure our town’s resourc-
es are used wisely – because the Democrats know 
it’s your money.

Karen Wanat, our current vice chair of the 
Town Council, has spent years giving back to East 
Hampton. Whether it’s leading PTO efforts or 
helping revive the Center School drama program, 
Karen understands that schools are the soul of our 
community. She’s also a strong voice for protecting 
our natural resources and keeping East Hampton’s 
small-town charm safe from unchecked develop-
ment.

Together with Dean Markham, Jack Solomon, 
and Richard Knotek, Joelyn and Karen are part of a 
team that values transparency, accountability, and 
smart investment in our future.

On Nov. 4th, vote Row A to keep East Hampton 
a place where families thrive, nature is protected, 
and growth is guided—not dictated.

Kyle Dostaler – East Hampton

Rob McLaughlin
for Selectman

To the Editor:
As Election Day approaches, I encourage He-

bron residents to support Rob McLaughlin for one 
of the two open seats on the Hebron Board of Se-
lectmen.

Though this is Rob’s first campaign for public 
office, he has been deeply involved in our commu-
nity for more than 20 years. He has volunteered 
countless hours as a youth sports coach and cur-
rently serves as president of the Friends of RHAM 
Football. His long record of service shows his com-
mitment to Hebron and his belief in giving back.

Rob has made it clear that his goal is to continue 
Hebron’s tradition of collaboration between both 
parties and to always put the community first. As 
he said himself, “When I was given the opportuni-
ty to serve the town I love, I couldn’t turn it down.”

Rob, his wife Julie, and their sons Ryan and Jake 
have been proud to call Hebron home for many 
years. His dedication to our town, combined with 
his professional experience and common-sense 
approach, make him an outstanding choice for Se-
lectman.

I urge my fellow residents to join me in voting 
for Rob McLaughlin — a candidate who truly rep-
resents the best of Hebron.

Sincerely,
Angela Corentin – Amston

Vote for the Best
Andover Residents:

Nov. 4th is Election Day. Your vote is very im-
portant in getting the right people elected. Please 
help get these Republican candidates elected:

Roberta Dougherty for Town Clerk;
Don Denley, Ronald Langlois and Anna Dzi-

adosz for Board of Finance; 
Marcie Miner and Sharon St. Rock for Board of 

Education; 
Leigh Ann Hutchinson and Stephen King for 

Planning and Zoning; 
Beata Gadomski for Planning and Zoning – Al-

ternate; 
Andreas Halidis and Adrian Mandeville for 

Zoning Board of Appeals; 
Suzanne Langlois for Zoning Board of Appeals 

– Alternate; 
Shawn Covell for Fire Commissioner.
These are the residents of Andover who stepped 

up to help make our Town government the best. 
Your vote is very important – so please vote on 
Nov. 4th, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

If you can’t make it on Nov. 4th, you can still do 
early voting on Saturday, Nov. 1, and Sunday, Nov. 
2, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at the Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

Vote for the best – vote Republican. Thank you 
in advance.

Carol Barton
Chair, Andover Republican

Town Committee 

I Ain’t Dead Yet
To the Editor:

Hello. I am Ken Hjulstrom and I am a candidate 
for Marlborough’s Board of Finance.

I’ve been reading various statements made by 
candidates running for office in Marlborough. 
One of the issues raised is the older average age 
of members on our various Boards. In last week’s 
Rivereast, Anthony Bratz repeated that criticism.

Well Anthony, I am 70 years old and I ain’t dead 
yet. I consider myself mature and experienced. 
True, I might take the occasional mid-afternoon 
nap. And I might not be up to doing some of the 
things I did 20, or 30, or 40 years ago. But, I still 
think I have the ability to serve my Town well and 
that I can make a difference as a member of the 
Board of Finance.

I don’t think that being decades older than some 
of my constituents automatically creates a “gap in 
perspective for younger residents,” as Mr. Bratz 
professes. Does Mr. Bratz feel that his youth might 
make it difficult for him to represent those who are 
decades older than him?

When you go to the polls, I would suggest you 
evaluate the candidates based on their professed 
policies, experience and qualifications.

So, on Nov. 4th, I would ask that you vote for me, 
the “old guy.” I promise I won’t die for a while….. at 
least not during my four-year term on the Board of 
Finance. I promise!

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough

Strong, Transparent,
Accountable

To the Editor:
As early voting has started, and Election Day ap-

proaches on Tuesday, Nov. 4th, I want to encour-
age my fellow Colchester residents to make your 
voices heard and support the Democratic slate of 
candidates who are dedicated to keeping our town 
strong, transparent, and accountable.

As someone running for town treasurer, I’m 
proud to stand alongside a team that believes in 
open communication, thoughtful planning, and 
ensuring that every dollar spent is clearly justified 
and aligned with community priorities. Together, 
we’re committed to maintaining the services that 
make Colchester such a great place to live – while 
making sure town spending always reflects both 
need and value.

Local elections matter. Every vote makes a dif-
ference in shaping the direction of our town. I 
hope you’ll join me in supporting the Democratic 
candidates who will continue to lead Colchester 
with integrity, transparency, and a clear sense of 
purpose.

David Koji – Colchester
Candidate for Town Treasurer

Duksa for Colchester
Board of Education

To the Editor:
I came to Colchester in the late ‘70s to teach bi-

ology and chemistry at Bacon Academy and have 
enjoyed our great town these many years!  How-
ever, the rising tax burden has sent many of my 
friends out of town and out of state!  Please con-
sider the newly-endorsed Republican candidates 
that are intent on curbing unnecessary spending, 
supporting our students, and listening to parents. 

As a parent, Olivia Duksa shares a passion and 
concern for our Colchester schools. Olivia is a gift-
ed teacher for both horse and rider and I have ben-
efitted from her instruction for almost 10 years.  
Although her classroom is an indoor arena, I see 
the similarities of my own profession.  Olivia dis-
cerns problems and creates solutions!  She gives at-
tention to detail and makes constant adjustments. 

Too many school systems embrace the “fluff ” of 
new technologies and the digital age without ac-
knowledging the decreasing cognition of students 
in their schools or admitting to the drain on funds 
from media overload. Please vote for Olivia Duksa, 
Cari Duijou, and Corrinne Loyola, the team that 
prioritizes overall student performance and stu-
dent health.

Sincerely,
Colleen Bjorbekk – Colchester

Retired Science Teacher 

Vote for Susan McFarland
To the Editor:

The upcoming municipal elections are extreme-
ly important, and I urge you to take the time to get 
out and vote. Each vote is important as some elec-
tions are decided by just a handful.

When you vote in Marlborough you have two 
open seats on the Board of Selectmen to fill. I urge 
you to vote for Susan McFarland, a strong candi-
date who has so much to offer, for one of those 
open seats!

Susan has a strong background in leadership as 
well as a record of volunteerism. That combined 
with her leadership roles and work with diverse 
teams in the community will serve her well in this 
new role. Being vice chair for most of her 12 years 
on the Zoning Commission shows that she knows 
how to listen, how to weigh the facts, and how to 
work as a team member to get the job done.

The Marlborough community will be well-
served with Susan on the BOS. Please lend her 
your support – you won’t be sorry!

Finally, I would like to point out a comment 
made by the editor of the Rivereast in the Oct. 
17 edition of the newspaper. He reminded let-
ter writers of this rule: “After this week there are 
only two Rivereasts until Election Day. That means 
that next week’s issue, the Oct. 24 Rivereast, will 
be the LAST CHANCE for any writers to send in 
letters critical of candidates or attacking them in 
any way.” I’m so glad to read this statement, one 
that is made each election cycle, but wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if this rule was in place for EVERY week 
during campaign season! Candidates would tell us 
what they offer if elected, their qualifications, and 

Democrats Have
Families’ Backs

To the Editor:
There is nothing more critical on Election Day 

than the future of education in East Hampton. 
That doesn’t just mean the school board – whoever 
wins majorities on the Town Council and Board of 
Finance will dictate the town’s educational future 
for years to come.

That’s why it is so important that East Hampton 
vote Row A for Democrats on Tuesday.

The last budget season was amongst the most 
contentious in years. Regardless of reasons why 
the referendum failed, the Board of Education was 
forced to make some tough choices. Many educa-
tors lost their jobs. Programs like athletics and mu-
sic faced significant reductions. If not for an up-
swell of support at the second referendum, things 
would have been starkly worse.

As Election Day comes, the national financial 
picture is bleak. As of writing this letter, the federal 
government is still shut down, and the Depart-
ment of Education has been gutted. Safety nets for 
families such as SNAP benefits have been compro-
mised. The state continues to short towns on fund-
ing, especially for special education.

We are in a storm, yet our priorities need to be 
crystal clear.

Good schools are the heart of a good commu-
nity. That should not be a partisan issue. Fami-
lies move to East Hampton for the quality of life, 
including the reputation of public education. As 
the school district succeeds, we see the benefits 
throughout town.

I know the counterarguments. You’ve seen it 
stated that the Board of Education budget should 
be itemized (it is). We’ve been accused of leverag-
ing sports, arts, and class sizes to our advantage 
(we don’t, we state the truth). Others correlate en-
rollment with expense (ignoring the growing need 
for special education and skyrocketing cost to pro-
vide quality services).

The fact is that Democrats have proven many 

Voting Matters So Much
To the Editor:

This November 4th isn’t one of those flashy elec-
tions, but please vote anyway.

Turnout for elections like this is usually expect-
ed to be embarrassingly small, and yet the posi-
tions on the ballot will have huge impact on all of 
us. Town clerks, school boards, finance boards, 
planning and zoning. The decisions these people 
make will affect our lives every day; the taxes we 
pay, the quality of our children’s education, the lo-
cal businesses we visit. Across the county, 52,000 
positions are up for grabs. Please vote.

When you do, I hope you choose people with 
integrity over party or campaign promises. Se-
lect people with empathy and who care about the 
same things that are important to you. People who 
know what they are FOR, not just what they are 
AGAINST. People who offer ideas rather than 
mud to sling. Most of all, please vote for people 
who value the truth.

Democracy is so fragile… that’s never been 
clearer. We need to want it. Things we all take for 
granted, like our vote, are not guaranteed. Please 
vote.

I hope you will join me on November 4th, ex-
hausted after our long days, and do one more 
thing: Drag yourself down to the town hall, fill in 
the ovals beside your candidates, collect your “I 
voted” sticker from the kind volunteer standing by 
the ballot box, and help ensure we put some decent 
people in these very important positions.

Please vote. It matters so much. Please. Vote.
Jay Kamins – Andover

Note: Kamins is running as a Democrat for An-
dover Planning and Zoning Alternate for the town 
of Andover, but said he is writing this letter as an 
individual.

times over to be the party seeking to preserve our 
schools and improve upon shortcomings. We are 
not throwing away the paddles during the storm. 
In fact, we are going to row harder.

On Election Day, vote for Markham, Solomon, 
Knotek, Wanat, and Leon. Vote for Finn and Ca-
terisano. Vote for Kohler, Strange, and Clark-Bar-
ney. Vote for Democrats on the ballot from top to 
bottom.

Democrats have the backs of East Hampton 
families. Please join me in voting Row A on Tues-
day.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton 

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Board of Education, but said he is writing as an 
individual.

See Letters, page 4
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friends and neighbors and colleagues would give 
positive reasons why the candidate of their choice 
should get your vote. How refreshing that would 
be!

Please make every effort to get out and vote on 
Election Day or any of the early voting days. In 
Marlborough, cast your vote for Susan McFarland 
for Board of Selectmen.  Her presence on the BOS 
will be a positive one, and we can count on her to 
represent everyone in our town equally and fairly.

Thank you!
Respectfully submitted,

Deb Bourbeau – Marlborough
Note: Bourbeau is currently a member of the 

Board of Selectmen but is writing as an individual.

A Little About Me
To the Editor:

A little about me. I attended MIT studying 
chemistry and had a National Merit Scholar-
ship. My family had little money, my father was a 
postman and my mother was a seamstress. I then 
went to Columbia University and earned a PhD in 
physical chemistry with a NASA Traineeship and 
working. I worked for 38 years for Praxair doing 
research and development and technology plan-
ning. My wife, Jan, was a high school chemistry 
teacher. When I retired, Jan and I bought an Is-
land here in East Hampton and downsized from 
one house to seven houses. We’re not very good 
at numbers.

In East Hampton I have been very involved 
with community service including Rotary, the 
Lake Commission, the Clean Energy Task Force, 
the Library Board and others. Jan and I have three 
daughters, two teachers and a school counselor. 
When Jan passed, we created a scholarship to ben-
efit women who want to pursue a career in science.

On the Town Council I hope to continue to use 
my knowledge and analytical skills to help East 
Hampton go in a direction that will benefit the 
current and future residents.  

Jack Solomon – East Hampton
Candidate for Town Council

No Politics on ZBA
To the Editor:

As we get closer to the vote, I’ve been thinking 
about why I’d like to, once again, sit on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. In a nutshell, there are no poli-
tics involved in the decision-making process for 
the ZBA. The board reviews the requested hard-
ship, and the subsequent decision is based on the 
zoned function of the land (as opposed to only a 
landowner’s preferences) – all according to State 
and town-specific regulations.

Politics never came into play during my first 
term on the ZBA. All variance discussions focused 
on regulatory considerations like adjacent land-
owners’ property and the effects on East Hampton.

As I stated in my previous two letters to the edi-
tor regarding my qualifications, if elected, I plan 
on staying true to these values and principles by 
respecting the rights and concerns of the property 
owner while adhering to regulations.

I’m able to hit the ground running, as they say, 
with no learning curve since I previously served as 
chairman of the ZBA and have sat on many other 
boards and committees over the years. I’m always 
happy to chat and answer questions, and I would 
appreciate your vote when you head to the polls.

Matthew Walton (Mattie) – East Hampton
Candidate for Zoning Board of Appeals

Vote for Eric
To the Editor:

Why vote for Eric Peterson for Town Coun-
cil? Eric cares deeply about East Hampton. As a 
lifelong resident, he always puts our community 
first. He’s smart, practical, hardworking, genuinely 
kind, and a devoted husband and dad. Most im-
portantly, Eric, has true integrity and does what’s 
right, even when it isn’t easy. Eric will serve East 
Hampton well on the council. Please vote for Eric 
Peterson. 

Thank you, 
Laura Engel-Peterson – East Hampton

DPWAC Update
To the Editor:

On Monday, 10/20, we had our regular 3rd 
Monday of the month meeting. At our meeting we 
had a presentation of the most up-to-date plans 
for the Old Colchester Road site. We voted unani-
mously to have the Architects move straight on to 
design development from the schematic design. 
Once the schematic design is done, we will be able 
to get pricing for the complete project. This pricing 
is expected to be completed in four to five weeks.

We discussed some recent letters to the Board 
of Selectman and the Rivereast regarding the addi-
tional costs associated with the closure of the trans-
fer station and the implementation of town-wide 
trash pick-up. Several other costs affiliated with 
the Old Colchester Road site were also discussed. 
The disposal of waste water, fire suppression tanks, 
septic systems, well drilling, and available electric 
to the site. These were just a few. We also discussed 
the cost of delaying the project further and that 
there are costs to run electric, gas, water and sewer 
to a site, such as the Horton property. Unrelated 
to cost, we are addressing resident letters regard-
ing the dog kennel orientation, the swap shack and 
potential future composting operations.

On 10/22, the test pits for the septic system 
leeching field were dug. This is a critical factor, 
as these will determine the placement of the well 
for the site. And with two septic systems and a 75’ 
minimum separation from the well this leaves a 
very finite area for the well placement.

We have passed the second phase of environ-
mental testing within acceptable limits and no fur-
ther testing is required!

At this past meeting there were two residents 
that participated in the public comment portion 
of our meeting. They provided concerns regarding 
the lack of a Plan “B,” should this not be approved 
at referendum in the spring. Richard Steiner reit-
erated that we have been tasked by the BOS to be 
“laser focused” on the Old Colchester Road site. 
Please, as always email me at: thabicht@hebronct.
gov and visit the Town of Hebron’s website at: 
www.hebronct.gov for the Frequently Asked Ques-
tions (FAQs). There was some discussion of our 
communications team adding some question and 
answers voiced by several residents of late.

Please stay tuned, come to our meetings, come 
to the Board of Selectmen meetings and share your 
thoughts and concerns during the public com-
ments portion of the meetings.

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman

Hebron DPWAC

Vote Row A in Colchester
To the Editor:

I am a Democratic candidate for the Board of 
Education. My team and I are asking for your vote 
on Election Day. There are so many reasons why 
our slate is the best choice for Colchester.

Bernie Dennler, along with Rosemary Coyle 
and Denise Turner as selectmen, have been work-
ing to move our town forward in the last two years. 
They have cleaned up town finances, balanced the 
budget and secured AA+ credit rating. They have 
brought in over $5 million in grants, cut waste and 
improved employee morale to end constant turn-
over at Town Hall.

On the Board of Finance, Sean Gillespie, pres-
ent town treasurer, Jillian Vinci, incumbent, and 
Krista Kardys, a member of the Board of Assess-
ment Appeals, will make affordability and respon-
sible planning their top priorities. They will bring 
forward balanced budgets that are fair and make 
sure that important projects like the Bacon Acade-
my fields/HVAC/RecPlex upgrades, Youth Center 
repairs, get done affordably.

Dave Koji, Colchester business owner, who 
chaired the ARPA committee will help keep Col-
chester affordable by aggressively seeking efficien-
cies, is running for town treasurer.

Andrew Cornoyer, incumbent, and Eric Jack-
son, professional R & D scientist and veteran US 
Navy, are running for Board of Assessment Ap-
peals. They will bring a wealth of knowledge to 
their positions and maintain professionalism in 
our town government

Gussie Gilberti and myself, Nancy Nelson, pres-
ently member of Youth First Coalition and CORE 
commission, retired professional educators with 
over 70 years in public education are running for 
the Board of Education. We know what it takes for 
schools to be effective.

Please vote Row A for the Democratic slate on 
Nov. 4 – or with early voting until Nov. 2.

Sincerely,
Nancy Nelson

Colchester Democratic Candidate
For Board of Education Why I Serve Colchester

To the Editor:
I recently had the pleasure of attending the 

Young Dems meeting at Bacon Academy with First 
Selectman Bernie Dennler. The room was filled 
with an incredible group of young people, our fu-
ture leaders. They asked us excellent, thoughtful 
questions.

Their first question to me was why do you do 
this job if you are an unpaid volunteer. I did not 
have to pause long to give them my answer – giv-
ing back to my community and advocacy came 
immediately to my mind.

I have always considered myself a strong advo-
cate both in my professional and volunteer careers. 
As a teacher I advocated for my students, ensuring 
that they had the tools and support they needed 
to succeed and learn. As the president of the Con-
necticut Education Association, I advocated for 
public education to increase ECS funding to our 
towns, for more availability of preschool educa-
tion, and for the qualifications and standards of 
educators that would provide the best teachers 
for our students. As a Colchester selectman I have 
advocated for building projects that impacted our 
town like the William J. Johnston Middle School 
and the Colchester Senior Center, for our schools, 
for specific needs of our Town like the replace-
ment of the fire apparatus, the sewer and water in-
frastructure project and our athletic fields, and for 
an individual or group that requests help on how 
to do something or who to speak with to solve a 
problem. I always listen to and research whatever 
I advocate to make the best decisions I can for the 
people I represent.

It would be my honor to continue to represent 
the people of Colchester on the Board of Select-
men and to continue to work to move our town 
forward. There are so many important projects on 
the horizon – Bacon athletic complex, Youth Cen-
ter, Police Department, Veterans Hall and Food 
Bank to name a few, and I would like to bring my 
experience and knowledge to the decision-making 
process for our town.

I once again ask for your vote on Nov. 4th or 
during early voting through Nov. 2nd. You’ll find 
me on Row A along with an incredible team led by 
First Selectman Bernie Dennler, and I ask for your 
support for them as well. The people you elect at 
the local level impact all our daily lives. Let’s con-
tinue our positive impact going forward.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester Board 
of Selectmen but said she is speaking as an individ-
ual.

Ready to Serve
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I’d want to take 
this last opportunity to tell you why I am the best 
candidate for the four-year Board of Finance term. 

I have been a registered nurse for over 30 years. 
I have worked in an Assisted Living community 
as the Resident Care Director overseeing the daily 
operations of the medical staff. I was the school 
nurse at CES overseeing the daily operation of the 
health office including the budget. I worked in in-
surance making clinical determinations based on 
the insurance payer criteria. Working in home 
health care, I visited people who were struggling 
both physically and financially.

As a nurse I have honed my critical thinking 
skills. I assess and ask questions to gain enough 
information to make sound decisions. I seek out 
constructive dialogue and value colleagues’ input. 
Nurses must be good with numbers and calcula-
tions because we administer all types of medica-
tions. I know I have the qualifications to be a good 
steward of the taxpayers money. I will be a collab-
orative board member maintaining good commu-
nication and decorum.

Please vote row A and support me and all the 
Democratic candidates!

Krista Kardys – Colchester
Candidate for Board of Finance

Note: Kardys is a current member of the Col-
chester Board of Assessment Appeals, but said she is 
speaking as a citizen.

Local Democracy
To the Editor:

 Local government is the bedrock of American 
democracy. Each town and city in the country is a 
building block underpinning the whole of our na-
tion. Ensuring democracy requires that individual 
citizens participate in the process. Of course, in 
our complex society, this is often easier said than 
done. But there is no excuse for shirking one’s duty 
as a citizen to vote, even when it seems inconve-
nient or fruitless. 

For Colchester, I urge every voter to consider 
voting for the Democratic slate of candidates: vote 
Row A. Bernie Dennler and his team may not sat-
isfy your every want and need, but they will work 
to keep Colchester on track to be the wonderful 
place we have to live in. We elect fellow citizens to 
represent our best interests, but not all of us have 
the exact same interests. Democracy requires co-
operation and compromise, and Democrats have a 
good track record for serving the public on these 
dimensions. 

I heartily endorse Jillian Vinci, Sean Gillespie, 
Krista Kardys, Denise Turner, Eric Jackson, Dave 
Koji, Gussie Gilberti, Nancy Nelson, Rosemary 
Coyle, Bernie Dennler, and Andrew Cournoyer. 
Please vote for them.

John Barnowski – Colchester

Hebron: A New Way on Row A
To the Editor:

This has been one of the best campaigns I’ve 
been part of, and that’s largely due to the Hebron 
Democratic Town Committee’s new chairwoman, 
Cris Lawrence, and her visionary leadership. Cris 
believes in the power of community, consensus, 
and service, and these qualities are exemplified 
in the exceptional candidates she helped select to 
run for local office this year. We’re moving in an 
exciting new direction, and the town of Hebron 
benefits!

This campaign is all about YOU – the residents 
of Hebron. It’s the most important year to vote! 
The people you elect will set a path forward for the 
town and should reflect your values. Your schools, 
your taxes, your town services, and active and pas-
sive recreational options – all are impacted by your 
vote on Nov. 4.

If you have already voted, thank you! Early vot-
ing has been a wonderful addition for Connecti-
cut. It allows more voices to be heard at times that 
work for all busy schedules. If you haven’t, I’d like 
to encourage you to visit hebrondems.com and 
learn more about our impressive slate. We have 
candidates with a wide variety of work and life ex-
periences. We’ve run a positive, locally based cam-
paign that’s focused on you. Our team has knocked 
many doors to listen and answer your questions.

It’s an honor to run as a part of the Hebron 
Democratic slate. On Nov. 4, I hope you will con-
sider giving us your trust to serve Hebron well and 
set a new way forward.

Sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele – Hebron

Note: Thiele is a member of the Hebron Board 
of Selectmen but said she is writing this letter as an 
individual.

Colchester Promises Kept
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

With Election Day next week, I am reflecting on 
the campaign of two years ago when I was elected 
first selectman.

Two years ago, I promised that my number 
one priority would be cleaning up town finances. 
Within weeks of taking office, I put in place a 
budget freeze and launched a restructuring of our 
finance department. I made sure we stopped burn-
ing through cash on interest-only debt payments 
and saved taxpayers almost $2 million in the pro-
cess.

Two years ago, I said we needed to stop gutting 
the road paving and buildings/grounds mainte-
nance budgets. Since then, we restarted our road 
improvement program and made significant in-
vestments in our buildings, town parks, and ath-
letic fields.

Two years ago, I said I would put a stop to ef-
forts to sell off Colchester’s public drinking water 
infrastructure to an Eversource-type private entity. 
Since then, I helped secure significant state fund-
ing for repairs to our public water infrastructure. 
We kept water rates flat and finally made the nec-
essary investments to keep our water safe and pro-
tect capacity for future economic growth.

Two years ago, I said we would take a more ag-
gressive approach to seeking grants to fund local 
opportunities. Since then, we have secured over 
$5 million in grants to fund more walkable streets, 
outdoor recreation opportunities, fire and police 
initiatives, and infrastructure improvements.

Two years ago, I promised to stop the chaos, get 
toxic politics out of Town Hall, and most impor-
tantly to bring Colchester together. Since then, I 
have chaired a highly productive and bipartisan 
Board of Selectmen. Our board has not had a par-
tisan vote in two years. Even the budget process 
has been calmer. I focused on putting forward 
balanced and transparent town budgets that have 
passed on the first referendum. This year, the town 
budget was unanimously supported by both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans on the Board of Finance – 
something that would have been unthinkable two 
years ago.

Two years ago, I was honored to be elected as 
first selectman of Colchester. You placed your trust 
in me. I believe my record shows that I delivered 
on the promises made in that campaign, and I 
hope you will continue to place your trust in me by 
re-electing me on Tuesday, Nov. 4th.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler

Colchester First Selectman

Neighbors Who Care Deeply
To the Editor:

As a longtime resident of Hebron, I am ask-
ing for your support in the upcoming election for 
the Hebron Board of Selectmen. I bring with me 
decades of business experience and leadership in 
state government, and I am honored to be running 
alongside my colleague and incumbent Selectman 
Tiffany Thiele, whose dedication and leadership 
have served our community well. Together, we are 
committed to keeping Hebron a place where fami-
lies can thrive and residents feel heard.

We also encourage voters to support the en-
tire Democratic slate of candidates, who together 
bring decades of shared residency, community 
service, and leadership to Hebron. Our team in-
cludes neighbors who have volunteered on town 
boards and commissions, coached youth sports, 
and worked tirelessly in local organizations – all 
united by a shared goal to make Hebron stronger 
while preserving the character and spirit that make 
our town special.

In addition to Tiffany Thiele and myself for the 
Board of Selectmen, please support:

Adam Ockman and Ryan Herrick for Board of 
Finance;

Heather Petit (incumbent) and Nicole Matthews 
(incumbent) for Hebron Board of Education;

Jessica Hall and Rudy Dellafiore for RHAM 
Board of Education;

David Sousa (incumbent) for Planning & Zon-
ing Commission;

Davis Howell (incumbent) for Planning & Zon-
ing Alternate;

Cathy McSweeney for Zoning Board of Appeals;
Adam Thiele for Zoning Board of Appeals Al-

ternate;
Maura Baker for Board of Assessment Appeals;
Francesca Villani (incumbent) for Town Clerk.
Together, this dedicated group of candidates 

represents a wide range of experience and a deep 
commitment to Hebron. We are focused on sup-
porting working families, promoting thoughtful 
growth, maintaining fiscal responsibility, and en-
suring transparent, responsive local government.

On Election Day — Tuesday, Nov. 4 — please 
vote Row A and support Jan Lawrence, Tiffany 
Thiele, and the full Democratic team — neighbors 
who care deeply about Hebron’s future and have 
the experience and dedication to guide it forward.

Sincerely,
Jan Lawrence 

Candidate, Hebron Board of Selectmen
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Support for Dougherty
To the Editor:

I am submitting this letter to voice my support 
for Roberta Dougherty for town clerk. She has 
spent many years in the town office building as the 
assistant assessor, and she already has an excellent 
working knowledge of the day-to-day operations 
of the town. I feel very confident that she will work 
tirelessly for our town as the town clerk, just as she 
has in her previous position. I even put my name 
behind her as I nominated her for endorsement by 
the Republican Town Committee. 

Though she wasn’t cross-endorsed by the Dem-
ocratic Town Committee, I do know quite a few 
Democrats that will be voting for her. Proof of her 
drive and ambition can be seen in the handling of 
her campaign. I don’t believe that there has been a 
function in town that she hasn’t attended since her 
campaign began. I am confident that she will do a 
great job and look forward to her being elected for 
this position.

Steve Willard – Andover

Elections Are Here!
To the Citizens of Colchester:

Municipal elections are here! Our town govern-
ment and schools impact your life and finances 
daily. Please exercise your right as an American 
citizen and vote.

I am part of the Democratic slate and proud to 
be on the ticket with such hard-working people 
with integrity. Bernie Dennler, our first select-
man, and Rosemary Coyle and Denise Turner, 
our Board of Selectmen incumbents, have done an 
amazing job bringing “Colchester together“ and 
have accomplished financial balance alongside 
bipartisan governing that works for Colchester. I 
encourage you to read their accomplishments on 
Bernie’s website at bernieforcolchester.com. .

Sean Gillispie, Jillian Vinci and Krista Kardys, 
candidates for the Board of Finance, have im-
pressed me with their knowledge, skill and work 
ethic. Between them they possess incredible finan-
cial skills, health insurance knowledge and experi-
ence and are currently serving our town. They are 
a team who will oversee our town’s financial profile 

The Right Plan for Your Future
To the Editor:

My husband and I moved to our home near 
the lake in 1972. He was a music teacher in East 
Haddam and we loved the area. We were already 
living near the high school, but wanted something 
larger and began planning for our future. This idea 
seemed very important to us then and it still is im-
portant to me now!. That is why I am supporting 
the Democratic candidates. 

Dean Markham has deep roots in East Hamp-
ton and has dedicated many years to public ser-
vice. When making decisions for East Hampton, 
his thought process is relevant to the problem at 
hand, while considering the taxpayers’ concerns. 

Karen Wanat has served East Hampton for 
many years, always with consideration of how to 
best help our residents. She is always available to 
listen and discuss residents’ ideas and thoughts. 

Jack Solomon is passionate about our town, 
our lake and about giving our residents access to 
drinking water through federal and state fund-
ing. He is very active in our community serving as 
chair of the Capital Budget Committee. 

Richard Knotek is a longtime resident of town 
and has served as Chair of our former Board of 
Selectmen and Board of Education. It is very im-
portant to him that East Hampton safeguards Lake 
Pocotopaug and improves student achievement 
through innovative programs. 

Joelyn Leon currently serves as political direc-
tor of the Connecticut AFL-CIO, collaborating 
with local unions to strengthen small businesses in 
our community. She will continue to strive to keep 
East Hampton an affordable place to live, work and 
raise a family. 

Our candidates for Board of Education and 
Board of Finance join them to serve East Hampton 
and will take the time to listen to the concerns and 
needs of our voters. 

Early voting has already begun and voting in 
person is Nov. 4! 

 Respectfully,
Barbara Moore – East Hampton

Marcie Miner for Andover BOE
To the Editor:

Marcie Miner has been a vocal and engaged 
participant in the town’s budget process for many 
years. She has consistently raised thoughtful con-
cerns, particularly about the AES budget, which is 
a large portion of the total Town budget. As a resi-
dent, small business owner, and parent of two AES 
graduates, Marcie is deeply invested in how our tax 
dollars are spent – and she’s never afraid to ask the 
tough questions.

Our boards and commissions thrive when they 
include diverse voices and perspectives, not just 
individuals who follow the status quo. We need 
members who are willing to challenge assump-
tions, offer constructive pushback, and advocate 
for transparency and accountability.

Marcie Miner embodies these qualities. I believe 
she is the right choice for the Board of Education.

Dianne Grenier – Andover

Supports Duksa 
To the Editor:

I have known Olivia Duksa for five years, not 
only as a friend but also as my riding instructor 
and trainer. Olivia is incredibly driven and dedi-
cated – always seeking what works best for both 
myself and my horse so that we can be successful 
together. She has a unique ability to assess, adapt, 
and pivot mid-stride when something isn’t work-
ing, always aiming to bring balance and harmony.

These same qualities will make her a stellar ad-
dition to the Colchester Board of Education. Olivia 
approaches every challenge with curiosity, creativ-
ity, and determination. She’s constantly looking for 
new and innovative ways to improve, and she does 
so while remaining mindful of fiscal responsibility 
and long-term success.

You will not find anyone more committed to 
putting students first and pushing beyond the sta-
tus quo. Olivia is a force – one who will bring en-
ergy, innovation, and heart to everything she does 
for Colchester’s schools.

Robin Marrotte – Colchester 

Strong Women
To the Editor:	

East Hampton Democrats are running some of 
the strongest women for office that we’ve seen in 
years. Karen Wanat has stood up for working fami-
lies in town since joining the Town Council like 
nobody else. Joelyn Leon has been a force in the 
labor movement and in the halls of Hartford for 
years now, and I’m so excited to see her running 
for Town Council, and use that force on the local 
level. Nancy Kohler has chaired the Board of Edu-
cation through the most tumultuous times there’s 
probably ever been for that board in East Hamp-
ton, and they’re still a cohesive and bipartisan unit, 
working for the best for the kids and the town. 

The guys running for Town Council have been 
pretty good too. Dean Markham has brought ci-
vility and transparency back to the Town Council, 
Rich Knotek is the voice of reason and Jack Solo-
mon owns an island! 

Vote on Nov. 4th (or sooner), and vote Row A to 
keep East Hampton moving forward!

Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton

Pitruzzello: Truly Humbled
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I encourage ev-
eryone to complete their research and vote for the 
candidates they believe are best qualified to serve 
our Portland community. The next few years will 
be critical as we work together to find creative, effi-
cient, and effective solutions to the challenges that 
lay ahead.

No matter who you support, I urge you to make 
your voice heard by casting your vote.

Thank you for the opportunity to earn your 
trust and support, it has truly been a humbling 
experience.

Vin Pitruzzello – Portland
Republican Candidate for

 Board of Selectmen

A Vision for Hebron’s Future
Dear Fellow Hebron Residents:

I’d love to hear your thoughts on a few things 
that could help shape the future of our town:

· What do you think about making it easier 
for businesses to set up shop in our town center 
through more streamlined zoning regulations?

· How about adding some variety to our hous-
ing options, like 1- and 2-bedroom condos or 
apartments, in a village-style setting in the heart 
of town?

· And what about keeping up the good work 
we’ve been doing to protect the beautiful land-
scapes that make Hebron so special?

If these ideas sound like a step in the right direc-
tion for Hebron, I’d be honored to have your sup-
port as I run for reelection to the Hebron Planning 
and Zoning Commission.

I am committed to working together to make 
Hebron an even better place to live for all of us.

Sincerely, 
David Sousa – Hebron

Note: Sousa is vice chair of the Hebron Planning 
and Zoning Commission but said he is writing as 
an individual.

Consider Who’s Running
To the Editor:

As you head to the polls next week, take a mo-
ment to consider who is running, not their party. 
These are town municipal elections. The candi-
dates running are your neighbors, relatives and 
community members. 

I have had the pleasure of working with Mike 
Beaulieu, a member of the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion, for the past two years. We didn’t know each 
other and we are from different political parties. 
I think we both thought, how will this work out? 
What I saw in Mike was a community volunteer 
that considered what his role was on the board, 
and made decisions and recommendations ac-
cordingly. He carefully thought through the issues. 
He asked questions to garner as much information 
as possible. He is professional, considers opposing 
opinions and openly shares his thoughts and ideas. 
Political parties were never an issue. It was always 
about the schools and the towns represented in the 
schools.

This year, Mike is running for Board of Finance. 
Personally, I will be sorry to lose Mike on the 
RHAM Board of Ed, but the Board of Finance will 
be lucky to have him. He is a candidate that pri-
oritizes the town and what he feels is in the town’s 
best interest. 

In our town election, please consider the people 
running. Who walks the walk? Who has shown 
they behave in the best interests of the town? Who 
has shown they care about this town by contribut-
ing to making it better? Mike will have my vote.

Heather Summerer – Hebron
Note: Summerer is chair of the RHAM Board of 

Education, but said she is speaking as an individual.

Heart, Integrity, Service
To the Editor:

My name is Cris Lawrence, and I am writing in 
support of my husband, Jan Lawrence, who is run-
ning for Hebron’s Board of Selectmen. Jan and I 
have been married for 36 years, and in that time, 
he has been my best friend, my partner and a won-
derful father to our son, whom we raised right here 
in Hebron.

Jan is genuinely the nicest person you will meet. 
He is compassionate, steady, and deeply commit-
ted to helping others. As the president of his union, 
he advocates every day for the well-being of his co-
workers, listening, problem-solving, and standing 
up for what’s fair. Those same qualities, empathy, 
patience, integrity and leadership are what he will 
bring to the Board of Selectmen.

We have lived in Hebron for more than 26 years. 
From youth sports to community events, he has al-
ways believed in supporting the people who make 
this town special. Professionally, Jan has spent 13 
years as an IT Developer and now as an IT Super-
visor, where he modernizes and improves state 
services. He knows how to solve complex prob-
lems, manage projects, and work collaboratively 
with different viewpoints, skills that are incredibly 
valuable in local government.

Jan cares about Hebron’s future. He believes we 
can support our excellent schools, create more af-
fordable housing options for retirees and young 
families, and work to attract new businesses that 
strengthen our tax base while maintaining the 
character of our town. With his past experience as 
a small business owner, he understands firsthand 
what it takes for a business to thrive and how He-
bron can be a place where that happens.

I know Jan’s heart. I know his integrity. I know 
how deeply he believes in service. Hebron would 
be fortunate to have him on the Board of Select-
man.

I am proud to support Jan Lawrence for Board 
of Selectmen on Nov. 4th. Early voting began Oct. 
20th.

Thank you,
Cris Lawrence, Chair

Hebron Democratic Town Committee

Team for Town Council
To the Editor

Someday, I will probably be considered like the 
headline East Hampton Past, used by me over 200 
times in articles I’ve written about our town. But 
not today! Today I stand before you, in the pres-
ent, as I have a dozen times previously either as 
a candidate for state representative or now, with 
your support, to be returned to the Town Council. 
I am a dedicated worker true to the values of our 
community, having gained your trust and support. 
I am running for reelection because there is much 
left undone and much left to maintain the qual-
ity of life we enjoy, for our children, grandchildren 
and theirs for years to come. 

No candidate can accomplish this alone, al-
though a few would like to think they could, be-
lieving themselves indispensable. I know better, 
which is why I surround myself with four highly 
qualified, equally hard-working Democratic Town 
Council candidates – Jack Solomon, Karen Wa-
nat, Richard Knotek and Joelyn Leon. Together, 
with the residents and taxpayers, we will work to 
safeguard our natural resources, especially Lake 
Pocotopaug, write and enforce a solid Plan of 
Conservation and Development that protects our 
small-town character, maintain a quality educa-
tional opportunity for all our children, and being 
mindful of our financial ability to provide neces-
sary services. I appreciate your consideration of 
my candidacy. Thank you.

 Dean Markham – East Hampton
Chair and Candidate, East Hampton

Town Council Asking For Your Support
Dear Portland Neighbors:

With a few days until the municipal election 
in Portland, I am asking for your support one 
last time. Thank you to those who have already 
voted. Local elections matter, so please exercise 
your right to vote either through early voting until 
11/2, or on Election Day, Tuesday 11/4, at Portland 
Middle School.

For the past several weeks, I have been out and 
about in Portland with my fellow Democratic 
candidates knocking on doors and speaking with 
residents as I seek support of my candidacy for 
the Portland Board of Selectmen. I appreciate the 
positive response we have received.

Information about my background and expe-
rience has been available on social media, in let-
ters to the editor, and on the Portland Democratic 
Town Committee website at www.portlandctdtc.
com. Additionally, I would like Portland voters to 
be aware of the issues that are important to me as 
a candidate. I believe in fiscal responsibility, strate-
gic economic development, retaining an excellent 
public school system with a focus on a long-term 
solution for our school facilities, ongoing infra-
structure improvements, continued riverfront ac-
cess and development, and maintaining the great 
quality of life we have come to know in Portland.

I am ready to serve the Portland community 
as a member of the Board of Selectmen. I believe 
my proven leadership skills, public service back-
ground, and prior experience as a nine-year mem-
ber of the Portland Board of Education make me 
uniquely qualified and demonstrates my commit-
ment to serving the Portland community. Thank 
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Andrea Alfano

Candidate for the Portland Board of Selectmen

Supports Wanat for Reelection
To the Editor:

East Hampton is finally heading in the right 
direction. The work done by the Democrats on 
the Town Council has produced real, measurable 
progress, and I urge everyone to continue that mo-
mentum by supporting them – especially Karen 
Wanat.

The amount of time Karen dedicates to this 
town and its residents is truly extraordinary. Her 
commitment goes far beyond the regular Town 
Council meetings – she also serves as liaison to 
multiple boards and commissions, including In-
land Wetlands, Planning & Zoning, the Plan of 
Conservation & Development Steering Commit-
tee, and Field Use (school and town sports coor-
dination), while meeting weekly with the Town 
Manager to stay on top of ongoing issues.

Karen is a proven leader who does not back 
down from tough challenges. She faces every issue 
head-on, with integrity, preparation, and the cour-
age to stand up for what’s right.

On Election Day, I urge everyone to support 
Karen Wanat and the entire Democratic slate. Vote 
Row A all the way, and let’s keep East Hampton the 
small, vibrant town we all love.

Rick Wanat – East Hampton

Thank You for Your Support
Dear Hebron Residents:

As Election Day approaches, I want to sincerely 
thank you for the support, encouragement, and 
conversations over the past several weeks. It has 
been a privilege to meet so many neighbors who 
care deeply about Hebron’s future.

When I first announced my candidacy for the 
Hebron Board of Finance, I pledged to bring fis-
cal responsibility, transparency, and long-term 
planning to every decision. Those commitments 
remain at the heart of my campaign. I believe that 
strong financial stewardship, honest communica-
tion, and careful planning are essential to keeping 
Hebron the vibrant, affordable community we all 
value.

Serving on the Board of Finance would be an 
honor, and I respectfully ask for your support at 
the polls. Your vote will help ensure that our town’s 
finances remain strong and that every tax dollar is 
managed with accountability and common sense.

Thank you again for the trust you’ve shown and 
for the opportunity to earn your vote. Together, we 
can continue building a stable and thriving future 
for Hebron.

Sincerely,
Brian O’Reilly – Amston

Candidate for the Hebron Board of Finance

Thank You, Hebron, for Support
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I want to take a 
moment to thank our wonderful Hebron commu-
nity for your encouragement, thoughtful conver-
sations, and trust over the years. I’ve truly loved 
working alongside parents, teachers, and town 
leaders to support our children and strengthen our 
schools – always keeping students, staff, and fami-
lies at the heart of every decision. I’d be honored 
to have your support to continue this work and to 
keep our schools moving forward with thoughtful 
planning, fiscal responsibility, and a commitment 
to educational excellence.

I encourage you to support my fellow Demo-
cratic candidates, who share a vision of partner-
ship, accountability, and progress for Hebron. 
Democratic candidates who share the same com-
mitment to collaboration, fairness, and putting our 
community first: Tiffany Thiele and Jan Lawrence 
for Board of Selectmen; Adam Ockman and Ryan 
Herrick for Board of Finance; Jessica Hall and 
Rudy Dellafiore for the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion; fellow Hebron Board of Education member 
Nicole Matthews; and the rest of our amazing slate 
for Planning and Zoning, ZBA, and Board of As-
sessment Appeals.

Together, we can maintain strong schools, ex-
pand opportunities for all students, and ensure 
Hebron remains a community we’re proud to call 
home. Thank you for your continued support.

I hope you’ll come out and vote on Tuesday, No-
vember 4th, at Hebron Elementary School. Your 
voice and your vote truly make a difference.

Heather Petit – Amston
Note: Petit is chair of the Hebron Board of Educa-

tion but said she is speaking as an individual.
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Claiming Success is easy
Delivering takes Democratic leadership

We are thrilled to see the ads, editorials, and social media posts made by the Republican
minority that celebrate the success and accomplishments made under democratic

Majority leadership and we look forward to the opportunity to continue this work
collaborating with everyone.

IINFRASTRUCTURE PROGRESS

The Town Council has worked closely with the Town

Manager, Public Works Department, WPCA, and

Water Committee to move long-stalled projects

forward — from long-overdue road paving to

advancing plans for a modern, reliable water

system — all with fiscal oversight and open

communication.

EMERGENCY SERVICES YOU CAN COUNT ON

We partnered with the East Hampton Ambulance

Association to maintain a well-staffed, community-

based emergency service, ensuring residents

continue to receive prompt, local care when it

matters most.

PROTECTING LAKE POCOTOPAUG

We supported Lake Pocotopaug restoration and

watershed protection, securing partnerships and

grants to reduce runoff, improve water quality, and

protect one of East Hampton’s most valuable

natural resources.

SUPPORTING PUBLIC SAFETY

We’ve collaborated with the Police Department and

Town Manager to identify creative, sustainable

ways to attract and retain new officers, modernize

equipment, and strengthen community policing.

FIREHOUSE PROJECT TRANSPARENCY

We trust our Firehouse Building Committee to

continue working transparently toward a modern,

safe facility that meets departmental needs while

protecting taxpayer investment.

EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIP

We’ve supported our Board of Education, teachers,

and staff in maintaining strong academic

performance while navigating rising costs and state

mandates responsibly — and we’ve encouraged

greater collaboration between the schools and the

Town Council.

RESPONSIBLE GROWTH PLANNING

Town staff and volunteers are revising the Plan of

Conservation and Development to promote smart

growth, protect open space, and preserve East

Hampton’s small-town character.

COMMITMENT TO TAX RELIEF

Our Council candidates will continue to seek

meaningful tax relief for residents who need it most

and ensure every financial decision strengthens the

town’s long-term stability.

ELECTION DAY: November 4 at East Hampton High
School 6:00 am - 8:00 pm

VOTE DEMOCRATIC – ROW A – ALL THE WAY!
EARLY VOTING: Through November 2 at Town Hall

Progress You Can Trust: Real Results from Democratic Leadership

Paid for by the East Hampton Democratic Town Committee. Terry Concannon, Treasurer. 

We have your back. Democrat!

RE10-31-25
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and spending. Colchester needs them.

On the Board of Assessment Appeals, Eric Jack-
son and Andy Cournoyer bring intelligence, integ-
rity and experience. Andrew is currently serving as 
the chairman of the Board of Assessment Appeals. 
Eric has shown great work ethic during the cam-
paign. He is always ready to help. They are open 
to community dialogue and will work together to 
assist residents with issues.

Dave Koji is the candidate for treasurer. His 
skills as a successful businessman makes him a 
great choice to oversee our expenditures. His ex-
perience on Colchester’s ARPA committee over-
seeing 4.6 dollars in stimulus money and commit-
ment to Colchester through board membership 
on Colchester Youth Coalition and Youth baseball 
and softball demonstrate his commitment to im-
proving our town.

Nancy Nelson and I, as retired educators, will 
bring a much-needed perspective as former teach-
ers to the Board of Education. We bring experience 
as parents and seniors. We have seen how Board of 
Education decisions affect students and programs. 
We will ask the tough questions and work hard to 
increase communication and transparency in pro-
gramming and decisions for the community. We 
will make sure that all our tax dollars are benefit-
ing our students. We ask humbly for your support.

You can vote early this weekend from 10am-
6pm both Saturday and Sunday at Town Hall. Or 
vote on Election Day at your polling place from 
6am-8pm.

Gussie Gilberti – Colchester
Candidate for Board of Education

Guidone for Hebron ZBA
Dear Hebron Residents:

I am always impressed and inspired when peo-
ple respond to the call for community involvement 
and volunteerism. Jason Guidone promotes posi-
tive change in our town and state through active 
engagement. When the Hebron Republican Town 
Committee was in need of a chairperson, Jason ea-
gerly raised his hand. When the party struggled to 
find someone to run for State Senate in the 19th 
District, Jason answered the call.

Now Jason is seeking to expand his involvement 
by running for the Hebron Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. Jason wants to make sure that Hebron re-
mains a welcoming environment for hardworking 
families. He also wants to make sure that our zon-
ing policies are balanced between preserving our 
forests, farms, and wide-open spaces on the one 
hand and promoting commercial development 
that allows for financial stability on the other.

We need people like Jason to ensure that Hebron 
stays the kind of small, rural town we all know and 
love. On Nov. 4th, please vote for Jason Guidone 
for Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals.

Sincerely,
James DeDonato – Hebron

Note: DeDonato is a member of the Hebron 
Board of Finance, but said he is writing as an in-
dividual.

Running for Finance Board
To the Editor:

Hi. My name is John Ringo, a 48-year Colches-
ter taxpayer. I have served as Treasurer for four 
years, and served on the Board of Finance for 16 
years. Over my 20-year political career I success-
fully worked with seven first selectmen. In 2002, 
I became the founder/music director/conductor 
for the Colchester Choir and Orchestra, which is 
still thriving and performing. I have volunteered/
coached Youth Soccer, Basketball, Baseball and 
Softball for 12 years. I worked in the financial ser-
vices Industry for 33 years. I owned and operated 
J. Ringo Financial Services for 13 years. I was ad-
junct faculty at Franklin Academy for 12 years. As 
treasurer, I was instrumental in moving and select-
ing lenders and accounts yielding close to $2 mil-
lion in revenue for our town. 

Financial experiences have allowed me to ap-
propriately manage town funds that will benefit 
our bond rating. I’ll make sure every investment 
decision is made with the best interest of our 
town in mind, and that our towns finances remain 
strong and stable. I would appreciate your support 
for me and the rest of the wonderful Republican 
candidates.

John Ringo – Colchester

Democrats Have Our Kids’ Backs
To the Editor:

As an educator for my entire professional career, 
I have seen firsthand the profound impact that 
good teachers have on their students. Children 
need support to grow as learners and as successful 
members of the community. Our kids deserve ac-
cess to programs, services, and educators who will 
help them reach full potential.

Up and down the ballot, East Hampton Demo-
crats understand the needs of our schools and 
families. They are committed to providing every 
child with the curriculum and instruction neces-
sary to nurturing achievement and personal devel-
opment.

The candidates for the Board of Education, 
Town Council, and Board of Finance also realize 
that there are many ways to measure success. Our 
students are bouncing back from the critical learn-
ing loss that occurred during the pandemic. As-
sessment scores are improving on every level, from 
SBA in elementary and middle schools to high 
school students taking their PSATs and SATs. The 
high school offers excellent opportunities through 
advanced placement and Early College Experience 
programs to earn valuable credits and develop the 
skills they will need at the next level. Democrats 
have demonstrated they are unwilling to sacrifice 
such courses, and our schools are better for their 
commitment.

Test scores only tell part of the story and stu-
dents have different kinds of intelligence and tal-
ents. East Hampton Democrats want all kids to 
have the chance to explore the arts, athletics, and 
other extracurricular activities. Public schools 
need to offer those programs and help level the 
playing field for families who can’t afford private 
lessons or club sports.

Education is one of the most important issues 
we will be voting for on Election Day. I encourage 
East Hampton voters to back the candidates who 
have our kids’ backs. Vote Row A for Democrats 
on Nov. 4.

Sincerely,
Ryan Colwell – East Hampton

Protecting Special Education in 
Portland

Dear Portland Neighbors:
Earlier this month, the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation laid off nearly everyone in the Office of Spe-
cial Education Programs — the federal office that 
helps make sure schools follow the law protecting 
students with disabilities.

The effects of these layoffs will reach classrooms 
right here in Portland. With fewer federal staff 
to oversee compliance and support states, local 
schools and parents will be left to shoulder more 
responsibility on their own.

Here’s what that could mean for Portland:
Less oversight and help when families need it: 

With fewer federal staff, there will be less account-
ability and fewer people available to guide parents 
through concerns about their child’s rights or ser-
vices.

Delays in funding and approvals: Federal grants 
that help fund special education programs could 
take longer to move through the system.

More pressure on local schools: Portland’s spe-
cial education team may need to take on issues that 
used to be supported at the federal or state level, 
stretching resources thin.

Uneven standards and uncertainty: With less 
federal guidance, states and districts may interpret 
rules differently, leaving families unsure where to 
turn for consistent answers or support.

The good news is that the laws protecting stu-
dents with disabilities haven’t changed — and nei-
ther has our commitment to those students.

As your Democratic candidates for the Port-
land Board of Education, we want to be clear: no 
matter what happens at the federal level, Portland 
must continue to stand up for our students with 
disabilities. Every child who is entitled to services 
must receive them, and every family must have our 
support.

Now more than ever, local leadership matters. 
Our community deserves school board members 
who are transparent about where they stand and 
who are ready to protect students’ rights. We are 
committed to advancing educational excellence 
for every single Portland student — and that 
means protecting the special education services 
that make inclusion and success possible for all.

When Washington steps back, it’s up to commu-
nities like ours to step forward. Portland families 
can count on us to do just that.

Sincerely,
Jody Grosso, Erin Livensparger, 

Kim Nagy-Maruschock and Bethanne Vergean
Candidates for the Portland

Board of Education

Thank You for Your Service
To the Editor:

Thank you for your service. I’ve always had a 
problem answering this. I came home, physically 
and mentally (for the most part in tact). I’ve met 
families of those that did not make it home. I see 
veterans that have lost too much.

My wife’s son likes to watch sports, two or three 
times a year I take him along with my dad to a 
game. On 4 Oct, the Boston Bruins played their 
last preseason home game. After the game was 
over we were riding the elevator down with a man 
about my age and his daughter, 10 maybe 12 years 
old. My dad likes to talk. The brief conversation 
turned to older moments in Boston sports his-
tory. After we exited the elevator their conversa-
tion continued going on behind us, my wife’s son 
and I were a little bit ahead of them. At some point 
my dad mentions that he was in the Navy and that 
that’s my Marine Corps son. I hear the gentleman 
say, “Thank you for your service.”

They catch up to us and he asks me a few ques-
tions about my time in the Marine Corps, again 
thanking me for my service. After a few minutes 
of conversation we go our separate ways. As the 
three of us got to the door it occurred to me how 
to answer the statement. I’ve heard two ways to an-
swer it, “Welcome Home” and, “You’re Worth It.” I 
looked around to see if they were still around, went 
over to them and told them, “You’re Worth It.”

I made a choice to join the Marine Corps. To 
me that choice puts the worth of the lives of others 
as greater than my own. To sacrifice so that you 
can have a choice, to sacrifice so that man’s daugh-
ter can find her worth on her own and not have it 
forced on her. No one should have their worth told 
to or forced on them.

To the Vietnam veterans that were treated poor-
ly upon their return, I’m sorry for the treatment 
you received. To my fellow Marine veterans, Sem-
per Fidelis, Always Faithful.

The last Sunday in September was designated 
“National Gold Star Mother’s Day.” It was amend-
ed in 2011 to include families and designated as 
“Gold Star Mother’s and Family Day.” Please think 
of these Gold Star families this Veterans Day.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Manning – Andover

Keep Hebron Strong
To the Editor:

Good day. We, in Hebron, are able to celebrate 
our wonderful community because of our fantastic 
town staff and because you, in past years, have put 
your faith in the Republican candidates who have 
run for office. While there are both familiar and 
new faces, the commitment to sound, responsible 
leadership remains the core goal of these people 
and your local Republican Party. While it is diffi-
cult to balance the needs and desires of the town 
against the backdrop of the never-ending man-
dates coming out of the state, these people are 
ready and willing to meet these challenges head 
on. 

I am hoping that you, the voters, will continue 
to show support for these leaders and vote row B. 
Keep Hebron strong.

Daniel Larson – Amston
Note: Larson is current vice chair of the Hebron 

Board of Selectmen, but is speaking as an individual. 

Honoring Exemplary Leadership
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I wish to express 
my heartfelt appreciation for two outstanding in-
dividuals who have shaped both our community 
and my personal journey. Mike Egan and Mike 
Hayes have dedicated many years to serving Col-
chester in various roles, consistently demonstrat-
ing compassion, integrity, and true leadership. 
Their guidance and example have set a high stan-
dard for public service. When I joined the Board 
of Finance last December, I was fortunate to learn 
from their experience and wisdom. Their encour-
agement inspired me to become more involved, 
and I am deeply grateful for the respect and sup-
port they have shown me.

I hope to continue their good work, serving the 
Town of Colchester.

Respectfully,
Jillian Vinci

Colchester Board of Finance Candidate

A Heart for Colchester
To the Editor:

As parents, we seek to raise our children to be 
wise, discerning adults, to find their passion & 
pursue it with heart. We, along with so many of 
you have witnessed our son, Bernie Dennler, do-
ing just that; fully embracing his role as first se-
lectman, eagerly doing the job that you, the people 
of Colchester, overwhelmingly elected him to do. 
In so doing, Bernie made a conscious decision to 
push back against divisive partisan politics and put 
heartfelt effort into living out his campaign slogan 
from 2023: “Let’s Bring Colchester Together.” Over 
these past two years he’s proven this was more than 
a slogan. It has been his passion and ignites the fire 
at the heart of his service to Colchester. He’s never 
attached labels to his constituents, instead seeing 
them as individuals he was elected to serve.

It’s refreshing to have a first selectman who’s 
proud of all Colchester has to offer. He enthusiasti-
cally supports our local parks, businesses and or-
ganizations; and thoroughly enjoys attending our 
numerous town events. Whether he’s being pied in 
the face, shopping the farmers market, running the 
Salmon River Run, or costumed and handing out 
candy at Trunk or Treat, the smile you’re bound to 
see is genuine.

It’s evident how deeply Bernie cares about Col-
chester. Now, it’s your turn to demonstrate that you 
care; that you want to continue the progress that 
Colchester has made. Bernie has shown up for you 
and fought hard to unite this town, to bring back 
respectability and fiscal responsibility. Now he 
needs you to show up for him. With this election 
cycle devoid of the past controversies and conten-

Steady Leadership, Calm Focus
To the Editor:

As a Portland resident and parent in our school 
district, I’m writing to express my support for Kim 
Nagy-Maruschock in her bid for another term on 
the Portland Board of Education.

During her time on the board, Kim has shown 
steady leadership, a calm focus on students’ needs, 
and a measured approach to budgeting that priori-
tizes classrooms. She has worked to improve trans-
parency by communicating regularly with families 
about curriculum decisions, school safety plans, 
and district finances. Kim’s support for teachers 
and investments in programs that expand access 
to rigorous coursework demonstrates her commit-
ment to preparing every student for success in col-
lege, career, and life.

In challenging times, she has been a constructive 
voice for collaboration among parents, educators, 
and administrators. Her data-driven approach and 
emphasis on accountability help ensure that scarce 
resources are used wisely while maintaining a safe 
and welcoming learning environment.

I encourage fellow voters to consider Kim Nagy-
Maruschock on Election Day and support her con-
tinued leadership on the Board of Education.

April Graves – Portland

I’m Voting for Nathan
To the Editor:

Nathan Jaycox’s statement in the Rivereast, “I 
believe in being excellent rather than being aver-
age,“ says all you need to know about Nathan. He 
will work to create opportunities so every child 
can achieve his goals. So that every child can be 
excellent.

Nathan is also a common-sense kind of guy. He’s 
just the kind of volunteer we need on the Board of 
Education.

Please vote for Nathan Jaycox. 
Alannah Danaher Coshow – East Hampton

Vice Chair of Board of Finance 
Candidate for Town Council

tious interactions, it can be easy to let life’s distrac-
tions minimize what’s at stake and create a lack 
of urgency to vote. Please do not let complacency 
stand in the way of Bernie’s re-election. On Nov. 
4th, I urge you to reserve time in your schedule. 
Set an alarm or reminder if you need to, but don’t 
let this opportunity slip by. Colchester does need 
Bernie. But on Nov. 4th, Bernie needs you! 

Please come out and vote for Bernie Dennler so 
he can continue “Bringing Colchester Together” & 
we can keep in office a first selectman who truly 
has a heart for Colchester. 

Sincerely, from the heart of this mom, 
MaryGrace Dennler – Colchester

Look at the Changes
Dear Andover Citizens:

Local elections are as important as our state and 
national ones, yet turnout is typically low. Our 
town is in crisis, and I strongly encourage you to 
vote, early or day of, in our Nov. 4 municipal elec-
tion.

The Oct. 24 Rivereast News Bulletin chronicled 
two significant issues that happened in Andover 
since April 2025: 1. the firing (and rehiring) of 
Tess Grous as Community/Senior Center Direc-
tor, and 2. the resignation of our town administra-
tor, Eric Anderson. A similar happening in June 
of this year also merits attention, specifically the 
resignation of the town’s public works director, Jay 
Tuttle. In a June 9, 2025 BOS meeting, Jay noted 
that due to the “…increasingly clear shifting of the 
political climate along with the indecisiveness of 
the boards, I have found it no longer aligns with 
my values that originally drew me to town of An-
dover.” Three of the four selectpersons thanked Jay 
for his work at the town.

The Nov. 4 and the next BOS election are very 
important in determining the direction our town 
moves: do we remain in chaos and allow our roads 
and facilities to degrade again, OR do we take care 
of things, plan for the future, and continue to make 
positive changes to the town?

Look at all these sudden changes that have oc-
curred in Andover the last few months, and vote!! 

Bill Penn – Andover

Book Sale a Success!
To the Editor:

The Friends of the Portland Library 2025 Fall 
Book Sale was a great success! It is a huge under-
taking that needs many helpful hands, and we 
owe many thanks. A big thank you to the Town of 
Portland Public Works crews for their efficient and 
timely set up, materials delivery and clean- up and 
the Portland Fire Department for the use of their 
tables. Many thanks to the director and staff of the 
Portland Library who shared their spaces with us 
and graciously accepted the disruption to normal 
library operations that the busy sale inevitably 
brings. This year we were greatly helped by won-
derful volunteers from Portland High School and 
the Lions Club – and we hope they will come back 
next year! Thank you to the community volunteers 
who gave their time to help with setting up and 
taking down the sale.

Our biggest thank you goes to everyone who 
came to the sale. We hope you found some great 
bargains, had fun meeting up with friends, and en-
joyed being a part of this wonderful community 
event. Your support means that the Friends will be 
able to continue funding educational and fun pro-
gramming for adults, kids and families, maintain 
and update the media collection, and offer Muse-
um Passes. We invite everyone to join the Friends 
of the Portland Library to extend your support for 
the coming year.

The 2025 newsletter and 2026 membership form 
will be in the Rivereast Nov. 14 edition. Thank you!

Monica Jensen 
for the Friends of the Portland Library
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BOS Needs This Woman

To the Editor:
In four years on the Portland Democratic Town 

Committee, it has been my pleasure to observe 
and work with Andrea Alfano; first as a peer and 
more recently in her role as DTC chair. Based on 
decades working on and leading committees of 
professionals, I can confidently commend An-
drea’s work ethic as well as her interpersonal and 
leadership skills.

I have observed Andrea patiently teach new 
members about Connecticut politics, commit-
tee rules and history and various matters affect-
ing Portland. She is not only a thoughtful teacher 
but an articulate speaker who invites the opinions 
of others, manages conflict with equanimity and 
spends more time listening than speaking. It has 
also been my pleasure to spend time with Andrea 
at community and volunteer events where she is 
generous with her time and consistently works to 
promote inclusivity and welcome diversity – in-
cluding diversity of ideas and opinions.	

In sum, Democratic candidate Andrea Alfano 
offers Portland a smart, sensitive, thoughtful lis-
tener who will assure the representation of all 
Portland voices on the Board of Selectmen.

She’s earned your vote and Portland needs her.
Cynthia Tyler – Portland

Ready to Serve
To the Editor:

I’m ready to serve as Town Clerk from day one. 
After 13 years working in Andover Town Hall and 
nearly 20 years living here, I’ve come to deeply ap-
preciate how our local government works and how 
every record connects to the story of our community.

My experience has given me a front row seat to 
Andover’s growth and change. I’ve worked closely 
with every department, from the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice to the Building Department and the Tax Col-
lector, helping ensure records stay accurate and 
residents are well served.

For the past decade in the Assessor’s Office, I’ve 
helped process every land transfer, subdivision, 
property split, name change, probate document, 
map change, and building permit. Each document 
tells a small part of Andover’s history, and every 
detail protects property rights and keeps our town 
running smoothly.

As the current longest serving full time employ-
ee in Town Hall, I’ve seen how important consis-
tency and historical knowledge are. They ensure 
residents get clear answers, accurate information, 

Belltown Democrats a Strong Team
To the Editor:

No one board, commission, or council can 
make towns succeed. It takes a network of coop-
eration and individuals putting aside personal and 
political differences for the sake of the community.

Over the last two years, East Hampton Demo-
crats have been a successful team. Under Demo-
cratic leadership, the Town Council has gone to 
important lengths to fill vacancies on boards and 
commissions that had been vacant. The Board of 
Education has been a beacon of bipartisan coop-
eration. The town is on the verge of a Plan of Con-
servation and Development that will balance com-
munity growth with the needs of taxpayers.

It has been a united effort from the top of the 
Democratic ticket to the bottom. Our leaders have 
treated town residents with civility and respect. We 
have seen an upswing in care and outreach, from 
our senior citizens to the young families that have 
chosen to make East Hampton their new home.

I am proud to be an East Hampton Democrat 
and to be a part of a team that puts the needs of the 
community first.

Join me in voting Row A on Election Day on or 
before this coming Tuesday,

Sincerely,
Terry Concannon – East Hampton

Note: Concannon is treasurer of the East Hamp-
ton Democratic Town Committee, but is speaking as 
an individual.

Thoughtful, Hardworking
To the Editor:

I’m proud to support Jan Lawrence of Hebron 
for Board of Selectmen. Jan is a thoughtful, hard-
working leader who listens, will do the research, 
and will make decisions based on what’s best for 
our community.

We need steady leadership, responsible bud-
geting, and a commitment to transparency and 
respect in town government. Jan has shown the 
character, work ethic, and dedication to deliver on 
those priorities.

He has served as president of P4 union and has 
been endorsed by the CSEA and SEIU 1199 labor 
union.  Jan and his wife Cris have made Hebron 
their home for 26 years. 

Please join me in voting for Jan Lawrence for 
Board of Selectmen, Row A. 

	 Kim Goldberg – Hebron

Honoring Exemplary Leadership
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I wish to express 
my heartfelt appreciation for two outstanding in-
dividuals who have shaped both our community 
and my personal journey. Mike Egan and Mike 
Hayes have dedicated many years to serving Col-
chester in various roles, consistently demonstrat-
ing compassion, integrity, and true leadership. 
Their guidance and example have set a high stan-
dard for public service. When I joined the Board 
of Finance last December, I was fortunate to learn 
from their experience and wisdom. Their encour-
agement inspired me to become more involved, 
and I am deeply grateful for the respect and sup-
port they have shown me.

I hope to continue their good work, serving the 
Town of Colchester.

Respectfully,
Jillian Vinci

Candidate, Colchester Board of Finance

Supports Nucifora 
To the Editor:

I support Sal Nucifora for Board of Education. 
He is direct, articulate, and wants transparency.

He also has been on the Board of Education for 
four years. Because of his engineering background, 
he is not afraid to bring up subjects others simply 
rubber stamp.

Anyone running for the BOE position needs to 
be serious about working. It’s our money and the 
position should require discussion and action, not 
just attendance.

Sincerely,
Maria Peplau – East Hampton

Make Hebron Stronger!
To the Editor:

I’m asking all Hebron residents to make your 
voices heard: Go vote right now!

Early voting for the municipal elections is hap-
pening right now in Town Hall, from 10AM to 
6PM through Sunday, and Election Day voting is 
Tuesday at Hebron Elementary School, 6AM to 
8PM.

I strongly encourage you to support the Hebron 
Democrats on Row A, a team with a proven record 
of commitment and service to our community.

For the Board of Selectmen, I support both Tif-
fany Thiele and Jan Lawrence. Tiffany has served 
on the board since 2021, and has been instrumen-
tal in keeping Hebron vibrant as we emerged from 
the pandemic. After the election, she will be the 
board’s longest-serving member, bringing valuable 
experience and continuity to our town’s leader-
ship. And Jan brings tremendous experience and 
passion for our community, as a coach, as a father, 
and as an owner of multiple successful small busi-
nesses.

For the Planning and Zoning Commission, I 
support the re-election of David Sousa. David 
brings an impressive 46 years of experience in ur-
ban planning and community development. His 
expertise is an incredible asset to our town, and we 
are very fortunate to have him serve as vice-chair.

I also support Cathy McSweeney for the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. Cathy is a long-time Hebron 
resident who has served in multiple volunteer 
leadership roles in town after a successful career 
in IT.

And finally, I support Ryan Herrick for the 
Board of Finance. Ryan is a father, a veteran, a 

A Vote Well-Spent!
To the Editor: 

Calling all voters looking for a superior candi-
date!!

Cast your vote for Andrea Alfano, an energetic, 
truly dedicated individual who has served Port-
land in various capacities for many years. Andrea 
will bring a new energy to the Board of Selectman/
woman. 

A vote for Andrea is a vote for dedication, ser-
vice and action to the Portland community.

Most sincerely,
Lynne Henriquez – Portland

youth sports coach, and a financial director for lo-
cal retail stores. His experience will be an excellent 
addition to the finance board.

If you would like to learn more about these great 
candidates, please visit the Hebron Dems website 
or reach out with your questions to dems@hebron-
dems.com. We’d love to hear from you!

Go out and Vote Row A.
Make Hebron Stronger!

Sincerely,
Adam Ockman – Hebron

See Letters, page 10
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and excellent service, values I’ll continue to uphold 
as your next Town Clerk.

Experience matters, and history helps shape the 
future. My years of municipal and legal experience 
have prepared me well for this role, and I’m eager 
to keep learning and serving Andover in new ways.

Historically, municipal only elections in Ando-
ver have had low turnout, just 422 voters in 2023 
and 157 in 2017. Let’s change that this year. In low 
turnout elections, every vote truly matters. When 
more of us vote, Andover’s future better reflects all 
our voices.

Let’s come together and make this a high turn-
out year that shows our pride, care, and love for 
our town.

I’m honored to call Andover home and ready 
to keep serving with dedication, organization, and 
heart. With your support, we can make it happen.

 For more information, please visit my Facebook 
page: Roberta Dougherty Candidate for Andover 
Town Clerk

Thank you for your support,
Roberta Dougherty – Andover

Your Vote Matters!
To the Editor:

Your vote matters. We saw what East Hampton 
can accomplish at the polls when the Republicans 
listened to the taxpayers, and then rallied the largest 
voter turnout out in recent history to vote down a 
massive budget increase. We need to see that same 
positive energy at the polls again on Nov. 4th!

Many registered Democrats and Independent 
voters crossed the aisle and voted with the Repub-
licans, and it paid off for everyone. Every property 
tax payer in town saved hundreds of dollars thanks 
to the solidarity amongst the voters and the Re-
publican majority on the Board of Finance. And 
our schools maintained the quality of education 
East Hampton families are accustomed to. Every-
one won!

Remember: it’s your money, you earned it, 
so vote in folks who will rein in overspending 
throughout the town government from the start. 
Vote for Republicans, all across row B on Election 
Day, Nov 4th, at the East Hampton High School, 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Bryon Turner – East Hampton

Be a Bellringer
To the Editor:

As election season winds down, I wanted to of-
fer the hopes I have for the leaders East Hampton 
will choose to serve us going forward.

I hope that our boards try to serve from the 
“middle,” not from the extremes. We should pre-
serve and protect what’s good in town, while al-
ways keeping our eye out for the chance to make 
things better. We all have invested so much of our 
lives and our livelihoods into making East Hamp-
ton home that only careful, thoughtful, stable and 
dedicated leadership will do. Remember that East 
Hampton is everyone’s town, and you only sit at 
the fancy table in council chambers at the will of 
the people.

I hope that our boards remember that it is easy 
to break things apart, but hard to build things up. 
Opt to lead by building up. Support and stand 
behind our terrific town staff who lead all of our 
town services with distinction and enthusiasm. 
Due to their efforts, so much of what we do in East 
Hampton is the envy of many surrounding towns.

I hope that our boards always stand behind our 
volunteers, and be their #1 cheerleaders. In the 
area of public safety with our unselfish volunteer 
firemen and EMTs, take care of what they need 
in their call to help all of us. In town government, 
always push to welcome more of our neighbors 
onto appointed boards and commissions. Those 
who serve are the unsung heroes in Town Hall, 
and work quietly and without fanfare to get things 
done.

And, lastly, I hope that our boards continue to 
serve with openness, honesty, dignity and respect 
for all who will be heard. Continue to listen, and 
don’t be afraid to pull the plug on initiatives when 
it appears that, just maybe, townspeople have a 
point.

Be a Bellringer; first, last and always.
Rich Knotek – East Hampton

Town Council Member and Candidate

Your Vote Counts
To the Editor:

While national politics grows louder and more 
divided, we’ve chosen a different path – one 
grounded in respect, kindness and collaboration. 
Regardless of your voter affiliation, we believe your 
voice matters. Your ideas matter. Your community 
matters. Join the Democrats in continuing to build 
a town defined by kindness, compassion and re-
spect. 

On Election Day, Nov. 4th, you do have a choice. 
I hope your choice is to vote Row A to continue the 
progress we have seen in our great community – 
East Hampton.

Kevin M. Reich, Chair
East Hampton Democratic Town Committee 

Asking for Your Vote
To the Editor:

I have lived in East Hampton most of my life 
and am very proud of our town. Working together, 
while keeping our residents in mind, has been a 
priority for me. My passion is helping those in 
need through endless projects at our local VFW. I 
have also set a goal for myself…serve on the Board 
of Finance to help the taxpayers of East Hampton. 
It is important for members serving on the BOF to 
consider the needs of our community. It is also im-
portant to consider taxpayers’ ability to contribute 
to these needs. As an elected official, I have always 
used common sense when making my decisions. 
Thank you for your support!

I am asking for your vote on Nov. 4. 
Sincerely,

Ted Turner – East Hampton

Why I’m Asking for Your Vote
To the Editor:

Having been an East Hampton resident for the 
last 13 years, I have loved every day I’ve lived in 
this town.

While I have been a resident of East Hampton, 
I have experienced so many things that make me 
grateful to be part of such an amazing commu-
nity; things like Old Homes Day, various parades, 
Thanksgiving food drive, to name a few. Aside 
from the feeling of community in East Hampton, 
one of the things that drew me to this town was 
the school system. From the time my child entered 
kindergarten, I have always felt the schools engage 
in a collaborative partnership with parents to pro-
vide the best educational options for that child.

As part of the Board of Education, I will support 
our schools and work to ensure the children of 
East Hampton are provided with the experiences 
and knowledge to be successful in their educa-
tional journey.

Sarah Strange – East Hampton

Steady, Capable Leadership
Dear Portland Neighbors:

As a parent of three kids in Portland Public 
Schools, I care a lot about the direction our town is 
headed. Local leadership matters — maybe more 
now than ever. With so much uncertainty and di-
vision in national politics, it’s reassuring to know 
that here in Portland, we can choose leaders who 
actually listen, work together, and focus on getting 
things done.

That’s why I’m supporting the full Democratic 
slate for Board of Selectmen, Board of Education, 
Zoning Board of Appeals, and Board of Assess-
ment Appeals. This team brings the experience, 
balance, and good judgment that Portland needs.

These Democratic candidates come from all 
walks of life — education, public health, business, 
engineering, and more — and they share a real 
commitment to serving our community. They do 
their homework, make thoughtful decisions, and 
treat people with respect, even when they disagree. 
They’ve shown steady leadership through tough is-
sues, and they’ve kept their eyes on what matters 
most: our schools, our families, and the future of 
our town.

At a time when politics can feel overwhelming, 
it’s refreshing to see a group of people who lead 
quietly and effectively — who care more about 
progress than headlines. I trust this team to keep 
Portland moving forward with honesty, transpar-
ency, and collaboration.

I hope you’ll join me in voting for Portland’s 
Democratic candidates on Nov. 4. They’ve earned 
our confidence and our support.

Sincerely,
Chris Chenier – Portland

Independent Authority
To the Editor:

Here’s one great reason to elect Andover’s Dem-
ocratic candidates: they will represent indepen-
dent authority. 

Jayne Jurovaty is an independent-minded 
Town Clerk candidate; she is capable, organized, 
knowledgeable about our community, always dis-
creet, and an ever-friendly face. But most of all, 
she would be a source of independent authority 
in Town Hall. For decades, Carol Lee served that 
role, scrupulously maintaining her office’s inde-
pendence from political control. Jayne would con-
tinue that tradition.

Nick Clark, Robert England, and Heather Var 
Cara will bring a similar independence to the 
Board of Finance. For years, Robert England has 
consistently promoted reason on the BOF; we bad-
ly need his strength. He is fair-minded, thorough, 
and collegial. Heather Van Cara, with decades of 
experience in finance and a gentle manner but 
steely resolve, would bring crucial skills to the 
Board. Nick Clark is experienced with project and 
financial management, working as the lead sched-
uler for Navy programs. He would bring his data 
science degree: a focus that we’re sadly losing since 
the Republicans declined to re-endorse Joanne 
Hebert. Nick, Heather and Robert will help keep 
our BOF on an even keel.

Scott Sauyet – Andover
Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-

cratic Town Committee and a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing 
as an individual.

Leadership Our Town Needs
To the Editor:

As the Nov. 4th election approaches, I’ve been 
thinking about what kind of leadership our town 
truly needs. For me, it isn’t more people who sim-
ply nod along, avoid conflict, and call that “getting 
along.” 

We deserve candidates who will disagree. We 
deserve people who will debate ideas passion-
ately, listen honestly, and still respect one another 
when the conversation is over. Real progress only 
happens when different viewpoints are heard and 
weighed. Disagreement, when done with respect, 
is not division but democracy in action.

We deserve leaders who mean it when they say 
“move forward together.” That means considering 
everyone’s views, not just those of a political circle 
or social group. It means recognizing that empathy 
for the underprivileged is not just a talking point, 
but something that is reflected in our policies and 
our budgets. True empathy looks like helping peo-
ple climb back on their feet, not making life more 
expensive for them while claiming to help.

We deserve leaders who will look at things like 
$2,000 trash bins and ask, “Is this really the best we 
can do?” We deserve leaders who will bring com-
munity members, organizations, and businesses 
together to find creative solutions that both serve 
residents and reduce the financial strain on every-
one. 

What we deserve is not perfection, but honesty. 
Not politeness for the sake of image, but courage 
for the sake of our town. We need people who 
understand that “working together” doesn’t mean 
pretending to agree. It means being willing to lis-
ten, compromise, and act in good faith.

That is why I will be proudly casting my votes 
for Tim Vaillancourt for the Board of Selectmen, 
Michael Dubreuil for the Board of Finance, and 
Cari Duigou for the Board of Education. They 
have shown the willingness to listen, debate, and 
lead with integrity. Their love for our town and our 
community, and their desire to see everyone here 
flourish, is undeniable. 

Please join me in supporting them on Nov. 4th.
Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

Supports O’Reilly
To the Editor:

Brandie O’Reilly is a longtime resident of He-
bron and parent of four children who graduated 
from the RHAM district. She believes every stu-
dent deserves access to a high-quality education 
that prepares them for success, and is committed 
to ensuring that RHAM remains a place where 
students thrive both academically and personally.

Brandie had the privilege of serving as a process 
coach for the School Governance Council in the 
Hartford Public School District, where she worked 
to support collaboration, accountability, and con-
tinuous improvement within our schools.

If elected, she will work to support our teachers, 
listen to the voices of parents and students, and ad-
vocate for thoughtful decisions that balance edu-
cational excellence with fiscal responsibility. Her 
goal is to help RHAM remain a strong, vibrant dis-
trict that serves the needs of today’s students while 
preparing for the opportunities and challenges of 
tomorrow. She will work to continue building a fu-
ture where every student is given the opportunity 
to succeed.

Please join me in supporting Brandie O’Reilly to 
serve on the RHAM Board of Education. 

Kim Hills – Hebron
Note: Hills is a member of the Hebron Board of 

Education, but said she is writing as an individual.

Vote Motes
To the Editor:

I’m writing in support of Jim Motes, who is run-
ning as an independent candidate for the Portland 
Board of Education.

I first met Jim years ago at Camp Tadma, where 
he was the Camp Director, while my son was at-
tending Cub Scout camp. I’ll never forget the day 
he found out his offer to purchase a house in Port-
land had been accepted – he was so genuinely ex-
cited to become part of our community. 

Since then, I’ve come to know Jim and his fam-
ily even better. My daughter babysat for his older 
daughter, and all three of his children have danced 
with me over the years. Through those connec-
tions, I’ve seen firsthand Jim’s kindness, calm lead-
ership, and dedication to kids and families.

With his background as a teacher, administra-
tor, and now a family law attorney, Jim brings a 
well-rounded perspective that would make him a 
great asset to our Board of Education.

I’m proud to support him and encourage others 
to consider voting for Jim Motes.

Sincerely,
Alicia Currier – Portland

Soaked Shoes and Dedication
To the Editor:

When I first got involved with local politics, I 
was totally new to it. 

My first time out door-knocking was with Ber-
nie Dennler. The weather was awful. It was wet, 
windy, and the aftermath of a hurricane. I asked if 
we were really still going, and without hesitation, 
he said yes.

What impressed me was how much Bernie 
knew. He could talk through every town issue, 
who was involved, and how to move things for-
ward. I remember thinking, “Who is this complete 
public service nerd who actually wants to walk in 
the rain for local politics?” Our shoes were instant-
ly soaked.

That summer, we went out a few more times, 
thankfully in better weather. We talked to every-
one, even people who argued with us or said they 
would never vote for a Democrat. Bernie made 
every conversation respectful and positive. People 
walked away better informed about the challenges 
and opportunities the town faced, and that’s all you 
can hope for.

I support Bernie Dennler for his track record 
and because he’s a dedicated public servant. He 
knows what’s going on and has the character to 
work with everyone to get things done. The town 
has made tremendous progress in the past two 
years, and I want more of that.

John Farrell – Colchester

Support for Roberta Dougherty
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my strong support for 
Roberta Dougherty in her candidacy for Ando-
ver town clerk. I first met Roberta three years ago 
when I was hired as assistant town clerk, and dur-
ing that time, I have had the privilege of getting to 
know her both professionally and personally.

Roberta is an exceptionally conscientious and 
dedicated public servant. In her current roles as 
Assistant Assessor and Municipal Agent for Social 
Services, she demonstrates a deep commitment 
to serving the residents of Andover with profes-
sionalism, compassion, and integrity. She is always 
willing to go above and beyond to help anyone 
who walks into the office, treating each person 
with patience, kindness, and respect.

Roberta is also highly skilled with technology 
and municipal software systems. She has a remark-
able ability to streamline processes and make op-
erations more efficient. These skills are invaluable 
in the town clerk’s office. She is always eager to 
share her knowledge, teaching and supporting her 
colleagues so that the entire team can succeed to-
gether. Not only does she support her colleagues so 
that everyone can share success, but she also uses 
the same patience and kindness to help customers 
and residents find what they need.

What stands out most about Roberta is her 
strong ethical compass. She carefully considers her 
actions and consistently strives to do what is right 
for the town and its residents. Beyond her profes-
sional responsibilities, Roberta’s dedication as a 
citizen of Andover is evident in her genuine care 
for the community and her desire to make it a bet-
ter place for everyone.

Roberta Dougherty embodies the qualities we 
should all want in a town clerk: competence, com-
passion, and integrity. I wholeheartedly encourage 
my fellow residents to support her in the upcom-
ing election.

Sincerely,
Lauren Person – Andover

Pay It Forward with Kindness
To the Editor:

Recently, a generous community member spoke 
about kindness and paid for the breakfasts of sev-
eral boys soccer players from East Hampton High 
School. All that was asked in return was to pay it 
forward. As part of this “Pay It Forward” kindness 
challenge, the boys soccer team chose to give back 
to the community by helping members of the East 
Hampton Senior Center with yard work. Over the 
weekend, the students spent several hours raking 
leaves, weeding, and mowing for those who need-
ed an extra hand.

Their efforts not only brightened up the neigh-
borhood but also brought smiles and heartfelt 
thanks from the seniors they helped. The project 
reminded everyone that small acts of kindness can 
make a big difference – and that giving back feels 
just as good as receiving.

Julie Johnson – Colchester
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A Doer for Colchester’s Future!
To the Editor:

As Election Day approaches, I want to take a 
moment to thank the many residents I’ve met 
while knocking on doors across Colchester. The 
conversations, the encouragement, and even the 
concerns have meant the world to me. Every in-
teraction has reinforced why I chose to run for the 
Board of Education — because I truly care about 
this community, our schools, and our kids.

Throughout this campaign, I’ve been proud to 
share my belief in transparency, accountability, 
and excellence. Those aren’t just words — they’re 
a promise. I’m not someone who sits back; I’m a 
doer. I’ve built businesses from the ground up, 
served on local commissions, and worked side by 
side with families through my equestrian and bio-
energetics work. When I see a problem, I dig in 
until I find a solution. That’s the energy and com-
mitment I’ll bring to the Board of Education.

When elected, the community will continue to 
see and hear from me. You’ll see me at meetings, in 
conversations with parents and teachers, and out 
in the community — because being a representa-
tive means being present. I want every resident to 
know that their voice matters and that their con-
cerns will be heard.

On Nov. 4th, I ask for your vote — not just 
for me, but for a Board of Education that listens, 
learns, and leads with heart. Together, we can build 
a school system that works for every child, every 
teacher, and every family in Colchester.

Olivia Duksa – Colchester
Republican Candidate for

Board of Education
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A Path to Progress
To the Editor:

Last year’s budget season was challenging and 
contentious in towns across the state and East 
Hampton was no exception. After the failure of the 
first referendum, I, as chair of the Board of Edu-
cation, was quoted in the Rivereast. Since then, a 
portion of that quote has been referenced several 
times, out of context and presumably to make it 
fit a narrative that was not in the spirit in which it 
was intended. Context is important to truth and 
integrity so I would like to share the quote in its 
entirety. When referencing the failed referendum, 
I said, “The cost of public education is becoming 
unmanageable for taxpayers.” However, the quote 
continued, “It is a systemic problem that needs to 
be addressed by the state in order to provide relief 
to taxpayers that does not come at the expense of 
our children’s education.” I want to be clear. I did 
make that statement, and I stand by it.

We are living in challenging times where the 
cost of everything is on the rise. Personal expenses 
such as food, housing, utilities, and medical care 
are increasing, as are our taxes to cover the higher 
cost of education, public safety and government 
services. When creating a budget, local leaders 
have two choices. They can choose an arbitrary 
line in the sand and eliminate services in order to 
reach a prescribed number, often to the detriment 
of our children’s education and our community as 
a whole. Alternatively, they can continuously work 
to find ways to decrease costs, to advocate for 
changes in the system at the state level, and to put 
forth a carefully crafted budget that makes some 
sacrifices while still maintaining the integrity of 
our schools and our town, helping this community 
to thrive, both now and in the future.

I can confidently say that the Board of Education 
has made a faithful effort to do the latter. I know 
my fellow Democratic candidates across all boards 
share this vision for a thoughtfully executed path 
to progress that continues to build community 
through communication, collaboration, and civil-
ity. Please join me in voting Row A on Nov. 4th.

Nancy Kohler – East Hampton
Chair and Candidate, East Hampton

Board of Education

Blessings
To the Editor:

Ooops! I missed Hebron’s most recent Depart-
ment of Public Works Action Committee meet-
ing, 10/20/25. Sometimes family takes precedence 
over town politics. None the less, I look forward to 
reading the minutes.

One thing I noticed, on that agenda, was cre-
ating a space at the transfer station, for kitchen 
waste. Being a rural type person, from a fiercely 
independent family, I could not help having mixed 
feelings about this. Composting, it seems to me, is 
one of those jobs we can do ourselves. But again, 
it appears I was raised in a different environment 
than that of a suburban town, in 2025, and not in 
an apartment complex.

When we moved to Hebron I bought a simple 
composter bin. A well-made, black plastic contain-
er to “store” kitchen waste. At my old house, I just 
dug a hole and dumped the onion skins there. But 
in Hebron we have neighbors, so I got the canister. 
It is super simple, especially if you eat a diet that 
does not include animal bones. I purchased an in-
expensive, color coordinated, cooking pot, with a 
lid, and placed it next to the kitchen sink. All food 
waste, carrot tops, egg shells and so on, go into that 
pot. After a week the food begins to break down, 
gets slimy and intriguingly, smells like vomit from 
time to time. Then, we take this “waste” and dump 
it into the composter. The formal composting pro-
cess begins with two shovel fulls of dirt, from your 
yard and occasionally turning the contents. Basi-
cally, the food waste and dirt merge, in the con-
tainer, all by themselves. Fruit flies form, bacteria 
grows; it’s great. In 25 years we have emptied the 
composter maybe eight times. Once empty, add 
some dirt and start again.

When we dump the compost, we feed it to the 
weakest part of the yard. A few times pumpkins 
and squash have grown, out of the organic mat-

Working Together for
a Stronger Colchester

Dear Colchester Neighbors:
Colchester is a wonderful place to live, work, 

and raise a family — and together, we can make it 
even better. Like many of you, I know how much 
harder it’s become to stretch a family budget. Pric-
es are higher everywhere — from groceries to util-
ities — and families are feeling the pressure. But 
here’s the good news: local leadership can make a 
real difference.

We may not be able to fix Washington, and we 
can only do so much to influence Hartford. But 
right here in Colchester, we can make government 
work for our residents. That’s why I was proud to 
help shape and support the Colchester Republican 
plan to assist residents during the federal govern-
ment shutdown and SNAP crisis — a plan that 
helps our most vulnerable neighbors and costs tax-
payers nothing by using existing resources. That’s 
the kind of practical, compassionate leadership I 
believe in.

My name is Michael Dubreuil, and I’m running 
for the Board of Finance because I believe in smart 
solutions, fiscal responsibility, and keeping Col-
chester affordable for all families. I’ve worked with 
the Republican team to bring forward innovative 
ideas that move our town forward while honor-
ing the Board of Finance mission: “Balancing the 
needs of Colchester with its ability to pay.”

As a parent with children in our school system, 
I’m deeply committed to supporting education 
and the teachers who make a difference every day. 
The foundation of our schools is the partnership 
between parents, teachers, and students — and 
that’s something worth protecting.

However, we must ensure every tax dollar works 
as hard as our families do. Over the past four years, 
the cost of educating each student in Colchester 
has risen 22% — a pace we simply can’t sustain. 
We can and must do better. By focusing on trans-
parency, smart budgeting, and collaboration, we 
can ensure more resources reach classrooms and 
directly support teachers and students without 
overburdening taxpayers.

All of our Republican candidates share a com-
mitment to teamwork, listening, and action — 
improving education, protecting taxpayers, and 
building a stronger Colchester for the future.

I hope to earn your support and your vote — 
and I encourage you to vote for all the Republican 
candidates on Row B. Together, we can keep Col-
chester a place we’re proud to call home.

With gratitude,
Michael Dubreuil – Colchester

Republican Candidate for Board of Finance

Dementia Talks No. 35
To the Editor:

In visiting Mom some time back, I giggle at the 
memory. Note that I will reference the other resi-
dent as Ms. M in this submission.

Let me “set the table” so to speak…no pun in-
tended, as it was dinnertime; I sat with Mom and 
her four table-mates. Out of the air came a ques-
tion: “Are you going to climb the building tonight?”

It totally caught me and some of the aides off 
guard. So, I inquired and here is the exchange that 
ensued:

Me: “Why, Ms. M, would Mom climb up the 
building tonight?”

Ms. M: “Well we have to do it at night!”
Mom: “I don’t think I’ll climb it.”
Ms. M: “Someone has to climb it. Are you sure 

you won’t climb the building tonight?”
Me: “Should we do it tonight?”
Ms. M: “That is the best time. They won’t know 

we did it.”
Me: “Did what?”
Ms. M: “Blow up the building, of course!!! 

Someone has to climb up, then we blow it up. They 
won’t know it was us.”

Me: “Well, Ms. M, I think tomorrow will be bet-
ter because tonight it is going to storm and will be 
too dangerous to climb the building.”

Ms. M: “Are you sure?”
Me: “Yes, plus we might be in peacetime tomor-

row.”
Ms. M: “Really????”
Me: “Yes”
Ms. M: “Ok, tomorrow then. We blow up the 

building tomorrow.”
Some of Mom’s table-mates lived through World 

War II; I don’t know where they were, what hap-
pened to them personally, or how they might have 
been engaged in wartime. There could be truth 
here and Ms. M could have been part of a group 
that blew up buildings. One will never know. We 
all have trauma in our past; we must tread lightly. 

I am grateful for those that have supported me 
on my journey, because without the lessons they 
have taught and the stories, they have shared I 
would not be able to navigate the dinner table with 
mom and her table-mates. Their personal history 
is what they know, what they live and who they are. 
All we can do is meet them where they are and try 
to make them feel better in the moment.

Know you are not alone.
With much love and peace, 

Tonya Maurer – Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

I’d Be Honored for Vote
To the Editor:

My name is David Caterisano, and I’m run-
ning for the East Hampton Board of Finance. As 
a longtime resident, a Coast Guard veteran, and 
the parent of five children — three of whom at-
tend our town’s schools — I care deeply about East 
Hampton’s future. Two of my kids also serve as 
junior volunteers with the East Hampton Fire De-
partment, and I couldn’t be prouder of their com-
munity spirit.

Like many families, I understand the challenge 
of balancing the needs of our town with the reality 
of household budgets. We all want great schools, 
reliable services, and safe neighborhoods — but we 
also need to keep taxes reasonable. That’s where re-
sponsible financial oversight matters most.

My time in the United States Coast Guard 
taught me leadership, discipline, and account-
ability. Those lessons will guide how I serve on the 
Board of Finance. I believe in listening carefully, 
analyzing facts, and making thoughtful decisions 
that benefit everyone — not just a few.

I’m also a strong believer in bipartisanship. Fis-
cal responsibility isn’t a Republican or Democratic 
issue — it’s a community issue. I will work with 
anyone, regardless of party, who shares the goal of 
keeping East Hampton strong and financially sta-
ble. Respectful collaboration and common sense 
will always come first

With over 15 years of experience in finance and 
business, I understand how to manage resources 
wisely and plan for the future. My goal is simple: 
ensure that every dollar spent by the town reflects 
our shared priorities and supports the kind of 
community we all want for our families.

East Hampton is a special place. It’s where my 
family lives, learns, and serves. I’m ready to bring 
my experience, integrity, and commitment to pub-
lic service to the Board of Finance — and I’d be 
honored to earn your vote.

David Caterisano
Candidate, East Hampton Board of Finance

Vote Tuesday
To the Editor:

This Tuesday, Nov. 4, is Election Day! There are a 
set of wonderful candidates this election, residents 
and concerned citizens who will bring transparency 
and responsibility back to Marlborough. Vote line 
A because we have an opportunity to revive our 
town’s government with new energy. The Marlbor-
ough Democrats have elevated a large number of 
younger Democrats who have a fresh energy that is 
desperately needed in local governance. 

Balancing the fresh energy is the expertise on 
the table. Anthony Bratz and Susan McFarland 
bring decades of management experience to the 
Board of Selectmen race. They have clear plans 
for the town, with an open exchange of dialogue 
that is desperately needed in these troubling 
times. Bratz in particular has been very clear with 
his communication on social media and door to 
door with listening to the needs and desires of 
our town’s residents. He provides an energy that is 
quite refreshing to see. Young energy is needed for 
an actively involved town government. 

I can’t wait to see how vibrant the town becomes 
with an energized group of elected officials who 
plan for the future because they are the future. Re-
member to vote line A this election; early voting 
has begun and you can get your absentee ballot or 
vote early at the Town Hall.

Rob Barstow – Marlborough

Vote Row B!
To the Editor:

I am currently serving on the BOF, and I hope 
that I will have your support to continue serving 
our community.

Thank you and please vote Row B!
Sincerely

Bridget McLennan – East Hampton
Chair and Candidate, Board of Finance 
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Nathan Jaycox for BOE
To the Editor:

Nathan Jaycox believes that the Board of Edu-
cation should empower teachers, parents and 
students to work together to ensure that every 
student is prepared to pursue their chosen career 
after graduation. He believes excellence in educa-
tion does not have to come at an excessive cost to 
taxpayers.

Nate is an engineer at Electric Boat in Groton. 
He also maintains an active State of Connecti-
cut Teaching Certificate for Grade 7-12 Physics. 
He understands what it takes to guide and chal-
lenge students to reach their full potential. Nate is 
hard-working, organized, a man of integrity and is 
uniquely adept at teamwork.

Please vote for Nathan Jaycox. He would be a 
wonderful asset on our Board of Education!

Linda Ursin – East Hampton

Keep it Going in Colchester
To the Editor:

Over the past two years in Colchester, our 
Board of Selectmen has truly demonstrated what 
it means to serve the community. I want to express 
my sincere thanks to Rosemary Coyle, Bernie 
Dennler, Cliff O’Donal, Art Shilosky, and Denise 
Turner for coming together month after month 
to act in the best interest of the town and its citi-
zens. It has been such a relief to see that there are 
still people in this town who put the work ahead 
of their own personal power and gain. Thank you 
for everything you have done – I hope you all win 
reelection on Tuesday so we can keep going in the 
right direction. 

Susie Milner – Colchester

In Support of Ted Hintz
To the Editor:

I am writing in support of Ted Hintz Jr. for 
Town Council. I have worked with Ted on mul-
tiple personal situations and on the budget for the 
East Hampton Ambulance Association. He has 
integrity and a willingness to help those in need. 
I have grown in my respect and confidence in his 
abilities and his honesty. I am a registered inde-
pendent and endeavor to make my decisions on 
who would be the best for the job at hand. I believe 
Ted would bring a perspective that will bring posi-
tive changes to East Hampton. I know he has lived 
here his whole life and wants nothing but to see it 
prosper and be a safe place for us to live and raise 
our families.

Debra Mayer – East Hampton

Supports Livensparger
To the Editor:

As a parent of three in the Portland school sys-
tem, I am writing to support Erin Livensparger as a 
candidate for the Portland Board of Education. We 
first met Erin through the Portland Little League 
when she coached T-ball with my husband and our 
kids played together. From the start, it was clear 
Erin is someone who shows kindness, patience, 
and genuine care. Whether coaching, organizing, 
or cheering from the sidelines, Erin always finds 
ways to lift others up and bring people together. 
That same spirit carries through in everything she 
does in our community. She listens, looks for solu-
tions, and treats everyone with respect – qualities 
that make a real difference in a time when collabo-
ration matters more than ever.

Erin is someone who demonstrates in her ev-
eryday actions that all students deserve to be seen, 
supported, and inspired to reach their full poten-
tial. She knows strong schools are built not only 
on academics, but on empathy, inclusion, and op-
portunity.

I know Erin will bring that same heart and dedi-
cation to the Board of Education – advocating for 
our kids, supporting our teachers, and strengthen-
ing our community.

Please join me in voting for Erin for the Port-
land Board of Education.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Piascik – Portland

Supports Nelson
To the Editor:

I am writing to enthusiastically support Nancy 
Nelson for a seat on Colchester’s Board of Educa-
tion. In addition to her vast experience (30+ years!) 
as an educator, she brings an energy, dedication 
and commitment to the Colchester community 
and a willingness to do the hard work that is so 
crucial to ensuring the success of our current and 
future students. A skilled communicator, Nancy is 
eager to share her knowledge and experience with 
others, but is always interested in hearing other 
viewpoints and working collaboratively to bring 
about the best outcomes for our schools. She is a 
strong advocate for rigorous classroom instruction 
that challenges all students, and is committed to 
responsible budgeting (with accountability) and 
the effective stewardship of resources.

Nancy and I have been neighbors for more than 
five years, and during that time I have witnessed 
her steadily increasing service to the Colchester 
community. In addition to many neighborhood 
activities, she is an active volunteer at the Senior 
Center, the current chair of the CORE Commis-
sion, and a member of the Colchester Coalition for 
Youth. If elected, I am certain that she will bring 
the same energy, enthusiasm and commitment to 
the Board of Education. I hope you will join me in 
giving her your vote.

Thank you,
B. Holly Goodwin – Colchester

Republican Straight Across
To the Editor:

Do you like the character of Colchester – the 
trees, the fields, the calmness? Are you tired of the 
yearly tax increases, the BOE asking for more and 
getting it. If you answer (yes) to these questions, 
then it would in your interest to vote row “B” Re-
publican straight across.

Frank Grande – Colchester

Practical, Transparent Approach
To the Editor:

My name is Michael Beaulieu, and I’m running 
for a seat on the Hebron Board of Finance. I’m 
honored to have the endorsement of two current 
Board of Finance members, Michael McCormack 
and James DeDonato, as well as Heather Summer-
er, my colleague on the RHAM Board of Educa-
tion.

My wife and I have lived in Hebron for nearly 30 
years, raising our two daughters here and watch-
ing our community grow. Hebron is a special town 
– one with strong schools, caring neighbors, and 
dedicated public servants – but we also face im-
portant financial challenges.

Over the years, property taxes have risen signifi-
cantly, and for many families, that burden is be-
coming harder to bear. While it’s essential that our 
town continues to provide the services residents 
depend on, we must also be careful stewards of 
taxpayer dollars. The Board of Finance plays a key 
role in striking that balance – supporting commu-
nity priorities while maintaining fiscal discipline.

If elected, I will bring a practical, transparent, 
and data-driven approach to financial decision-
making. My goal is to ensure Hebron remains a 
great place to live, work, and raise a family—with-
out placing undue strain on taxpayers.

I would	 be honored to earn your sup-
port on Election Day.

Sincerely,
Michael Beaulieu – Hebron

Note: Beaulieu is member of the RHAM Board of 
Education, but said he is writing as an individual.

See Letters, page 12
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Vote Row A
Dear Voters of Marlborough:	

All around our hometown, colorful campaign 
signs remind us that election season is here. At a 
time when few people want to become involved in 
local government, the Marlborough Democratic 
Town Committee assembled the most qualified can-
didates willing to serve in various positions from the 
Board of Education to the Board of Selectmen.

Information about our vetted candidates can be 
found on the Marlborough Democrats’ website, in 
their personal letters published by the Rivereast, 
Marlborough Community Facebook, and in our 
mailings. Anthony Bratz and Susan McFarland, 
running for the Board of Selectmen, have even 
posted times to meet voters for coffee and conver-
sation! 

Our mission to identify candidates for this elec-
tion has been accomplished, but we always wel-
come interested citizens to contact us. We solidly 
endorse our stellar 2025 slate. Now it is up to each 
of us to support local leadership and the future of 
Marlborough by voting early at town hall or on 
Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 4th.

Vote Line A,
Natalie Bradley

Member, Marlborough Democratic
Town Committee

SNAP Benefits
Friends and Neighbors:

Many changes have been made to the vital sup-
port systems that serve at the federal and state 
level. Professionals and residents alike eagerly 
await new information and prepare actions plans 
in response to H.R.1 – “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” 
signed into effect July 4th, 2025. Marlborough has 
a total population of just over 6,000. In 2024 1,066 
residents were active participants of the Depart-
ment of Social Services; 268 were 17 and under, 
523 were 17-64 and 275 were 65+. 

These residents received assistance in medical 
care and food security. To highlight these two cat-
egories: 235 participants received SNAP benefits 
and 1,057 received medical assistance. Data from 
CTDataHaven.org project 23 families in Marlbor-
ough could lose their SNAP benefits as a direct 
impact from H.R.1. If you are in a place where 
you can assist monetarily, please consider donat-
ing to the Marlborough Food Bank. Checks can be 
mailed to 26 N Main St, Marlborough, gift cards 
to local grocery stores, restaurant, amazon and for 
gas stations can be dropped off Mon & Tues, online 
donations at foodbankofmarlborough.wordpress.
com/donate. Every contribution — big or small — 
helps ensure our neighbors have the food and sup-
port they need. Statistics sourced from data.ct.gov.

Shoshana Merced – Marlborough 
Director of Human and Social Services 

& Municipal Agent for the Elderly 

ter. Once composted, the organic matter no lon-
ger smells offensive. Our friends do this too and 
over the summer cherry tomato plants grew out 
the vents on their composter all by themselves. It 
was hilarious

Be sure your composter is small enough that 
you can easily dump it and that is has a good latch 
on the top. Raccoons love messing around with 
kitchen waste. However, proper compost is not a 
waste, but a blessing. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston
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She’ll Bring Meaningful Change
To the Residents of East Hampton:

As the children of Joelyn Leon, we are elated that 
she has decided to run for East Hampton Town 
Council. For the entirety of our lives, we have been 
graced by the passion our mother has for commu-
nity and bringing people together. Her dedication 
to uplifting others and the countless hours she has 
spent working tirelessly to help those in need con-
tinues to inspire us in our adult lives. Although 
we’ve since moved away, East Hampton will always 
be home, and we are so proud that our mother has 
chosen to try and make our town a better place.

Our mother, throughout our lives, has been our 
number one supporter. Her commitment to her 
work, to her beliefs, and her unwavering passion 
has encouraged us to work hard, to care deeply 
about those around us, and stand strong for what 
we believe in. Even when she was balancing her 
career, her master’s program, and raising children, 
she always found time to support our goals and 
dreams. Our mother’s determination, compas-
sion, and integrity are what she will bring to the 
East Hampton Ttown Council and is what will in-
spire others to make a change for the better in our 
hometown.

Our mother has always been someone who 
shows up when it matters most. As we reflect on 
her work, we remember her involvement in sup-
porting improvements at East Hampton High 
School, working to make sure students had safe 
spaces to learn. Beyond that, we are reminded that 
our mother has spent her career standing up for 
working families across Connecticut, advocating 
for fairness, good jobs, and strong public services. 
No matter the challenge she brings people togeth-
er and pushes for solutions that benefit the com-
munity. We know our mother will always put the 
people of East Hampton first. Her commitment to 
education, her belief in the importance of a com-
munity that is affordable and welcoming to fami-
lies and seniors alike is one that we feel will deeply 
resonate with our neighbors in our hometown.

We could not be prouder of our mother as we 
know that she will cherish her role on this council. 
It is with this that we fundamentally believe Joelyn 
Leon will help bring meaningful change to this 
town, ensuring everyone’s voice is heard and that 
every member of our community feels valued and 
represented.

Sincerely,
Alexia and Noah Leon – East Hampton

Why Row C for BOE?
To the Editor:

For the past four years, Margo and I have made a 
positive difference on the Colchester Board of Edu-
cation (BOE). We could not do it alone, though! 
Our fellow BOE members have worked in collab-
oration to strengthen teacher support and special 
education for Colchester students to succeed. The 
school administration, teachers and support staff 
are all aligned to make Colchester schools the best 
they can be. 

When running again, we realized that our values 
did not match our local Republican Town Commit-
tee. Party affiliation doesn’t matter when it comes to 
our children and community. Keeping solid schools 
means working together to properly educate our 
children, maintain facilities, and plan ahead to en-
sure responsible spending and affordable taxes. 

Please choose to vote and consider us for two 
of the four possible slots on BOE. We ask that you 
don’t simply go by party line. The days of party le-
vers are gone, and most ballots are a mix of good 
folks from both sides. Row C this Nov. 4th brings 
experience and accomplishments — integrity and 
honesty.

Donna Antonacci
Chair and Candidate, Colchester

Board of Education

Livernois for Hebron PZC
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my strong support for 
Chad Livernois and his candidacy for the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. Since moving to our 
town in 2018, Chad has shown a deep apprecia-
tion for the values that make Hebron so special – 
its sense of community, its rural character, and its 
thoughtful approach to growth and development.

Chad’s background demonstrates the kind of 
dedication and problem-solving skills that our 
community can count on. He served six years 
in the United States Navy as a nuclear operator 
aboard a submarine—an experience that required 
precision, discipline, and the ability to make sound 
decisions under pressure. These qualities translate 
directly into the careful, reasoned work required of 
the Planning and Zoning Commission.

In his professional life, Chad works at a power 
plant, applying his technical expertise and ana-
lytical mindset to ensure safe, efficient operations. 
Colleagues and neighbors—describe him as de-
pendable, level-headed, and committed to doing 
the right thing for the people around him. He lis-
tens carefully, evaluates information thoughtfully, 
and acts with integrity.

Chad understands the necessary balance: hon-
oring our traditions while planning for a sus-
tainable future. His approach to development is 
rooted in respect – for the town’s character, for its 
residents, and for the long-term impact of every 
decision. That kind of leadership is exactly what 
Hebron needs.

I wholeheartedly endorse Chad Livernois for 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. His expe-
rience, work ethic, and commitment to our town 
will make him an invaluable asset to the board and 
to the community he proudly calls home.

Jason Guidone
Chair, Hebron Republican Town Committee 

Supports Beaulieu
To the Editor:

After my husband and I moved to Hebron, I met 
Michael during my first Hebron Lions meeting. 
He was friendly and welcoming. During my four 
years here, I have personally seen Michael serve 
our community in various roles at the Hebron Li-
ons Club and the Church of the Holy Family Music 
Ministry. He is currently serving as a board mem-
ber of Hebron Lions International.

It is not often that you meet a person who is in-
volved in the community, committed, and has the 
conviction to make a positive difference in Hebron 
members’ lives. This person is Mike Beaulieu, a He-
bron resident of more than 30 years, where he and 
his wife have raised a family. His children attended 
Hebron schools and graduated from RHAM High 
School, creating a deep, personal connection to 
our community and its schools.

Michael understands the needs of our commu-
nity through his community connections and has 
the educational background and professional ex-
perience to serve on the Board of Finance. He has 
a degree in finance from Central Connecticut State 
University and has built a successful career as a Fi-
nancial Services Compliance Officer. He knows 
and understands our community.

My experience is that you want a knowledgeable, 
dedicated, and committed person for the Board of 
Finance role. That person is Michael Beaulieu.

Caroline Salazar – Hebron

Reelect Nancy Kohler
To the Editor:

As a fellow parent and longtime community vol-
unteer, I am proud to endorse Nancy Kohler for re-
election to the East Hampton Board of Education. 
I first met Nancy through our work with the PTO 
and from the beginning, I was deeply impressed 
by her intelligence, integrity, and genuine care for 
this community.

Serving as chair of the Board of Education is no 
easy task, yet Nancy has led with skill, grace, com-
passion, and strength. She has guided the board 
through complex challenges, all while keeping stu-
dents and families at the heart of every decision. 
Nancy listens carefully, manages differing opinions 
with respect, and finds common ground among 
people with a wide range of perspectives.

Through her dedication and integrity, Nancy 
exemplifies the very best of public service. Please 
join me in voting to reelect Nancy Kohler to the 
East Hampton Board of Education. Our schools 
and our community are stronger because of her 
leadership.

Nancy Oakley – East Hampton 
Note: Oakley is a member of the East Hampton 

Board of Education, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

Three Excellent Candidates
To the Editor:

Andover voters, next week, on Nov. 4, we have 
the opportunity to elect three candidates to the 
Board of Education. There are two open Demo-
cratic spots, and one open Republican spot. Luck-
ily, we have three experienced and qualified can-
didates to fill these positions: Michael Beckwith 
as a Democratic candidate, Gerry Cremé as a 
Democratic candidate, and Sharon St. Rock, who 
is cross-endorsed by both parties and should be 
selected as the Republican candidate.

Both Michael Beckwith and Gerry Cremé have 
served previously on the board of education and 
are running for reelection to their current spots. 
They both bring a wealth of knowledge about 
education, teaching, and the process of governing 
the Board of Education. Gerry Cremé is a retired 
teacher who brings 18 years of teaching experi-
ence and a strong dedication to student learning. 
Michael Beckwith is a 14-year veteran teacher and 
current math teacher in East Hartford. Michael 
provides a critical voice to the Board of Education 
with deep knowledge of educational policy and 
its practical applications in Connecticut schools 
today. Michael also has two children within the 
AES school system and, as such, contributes the 
perspective of both a parent and an educator to 
the Board of Education. Both Gerry and Michael 
have been strong advocates for AES on the Board 
of Education and will continue to serve our com-
munity well. Both should be selected as the Demo-
cratic candidates.

Sharon St. Rock is an elementary school nurse 
and has children in the AES school system. As 
someone who is regularly working in the school 
environment and understands the forefront issues 
of school administration from a staff perspective 
and a parent, Sharon offers critical perspectives to 
our Board of Education and should be selected as 
the Republican candidate.

In a rapidly changing political environment, we 
are very lucky to have three well-qualified candi-
dates who will be able to ground decisions in their 
extensive experience with Connecticut school sys-
tems and understand deeply the field of education 
today. All three will be able to support the quality 
education and opportunities our children in An-
dover deserve.

To ensure that all three candidates are elected 
to serve on the board, be sure to vote for Michael 
Beckwith and Gerry Cremé as the Democratic se-
lections and Sharon St. Rock as the Republican on 
Nov. 4th.

Chesney McOmber – Andover

Compassionate Heart
To the Editor:

I am writing to support Ted Hintz Jr for East 
Hampton Town Council. We now have one grand-
child here and another on the way. We care about 
this town and its future.

I met Ted at CERT, which my wife and I joined 
to help serve our community. Since then, I also be-
came a member of Rotary. Ted is an active Rotarian.

We have seen how much Ted cares about people 
and “shows up” to serve and give. A good example of 
that was when the Hurricane Helene floods in Ash-
ville, N.C., happened in September 2024, absolutely 
devastating that community. Ted saw the huge need 
in that community and started acting. He got our 
local East Hampton Rotary involved and quickly 
had a box truck load and another full semi-tractor 
trailer load of relief supplies organized and he and 
another East Hampton Rotarian were on their way 
to Ashville. Further calls were made to other Rotary 
CT chapters and due to what Ted started several 
truckloads of critical/needed supplies were on their 
way to Ashville. (It made me very proud to be a fel-
low East Hampton Rotarian with Ted.)

Ted is a fiscal conservative with a compassionate 
heart. If you care about what your local taxes will 
be in the future, you will join me in voting for Ted 
Hintz Jr.

Rick Mayer – East Hampton 

★Letters cont. from page 11

Dems Have Education Priorities
To the Editor:	

Education is facing challenges that past genera-
tions never could have imagined. Special educa-
tion particularly requires more significant invest-
ments, such as personnel and programming, that 
have forced spending to skyrocket.

East Hampton is not alone in those challenges, 
but our needs are great. While we can and will 
meet them, we cannot turn our backs on the rest 
of the students and families in our public schools 
who likewise deserve an excellent education sys-
tem.

The Democratic ticket is uniquely qualified to 
support the needs of all students. Financially and 
ethically, Row A represents decades of budgetary 
insight and educational expertise from candidates 
who understand and utilize best practices.

We are frequently asked why special educa-
tion is so expensive and why costs continue to 
rise while enrollment gets smaller. Consider these 
statistics. As of Oct. 1, East Hampton has 1,665 
students enrolled in local public schools. Roughly 
21%, or 345 students, are enrolled in special edu-
cation services. Across the state, the number of 
children diagnosed with autism has doubled more 
100% from mere decades ago, requiring personnel 
support from teachers, paraprofessionals, speech-
language pathologists, social workers and occupa-
tional therapists.

Quality programming requires qualified edu-
cators and professionals to provide students with 
their best opportunities to succeed. We have a 
moral and financial obligation to meet the needs of 
every child in East Hampton public schools, even 
as state funding declines and the federal govern-
ment cuts educational services irresponsibly.

The entire slate of Democratic candidates, in-
cluding those running for Town Council, the 
Board of Finance, and the Board of Education, will 
continue to rise to the challenge. There are no easy 
solutions. We need people on our side ready to 
make educated and responsible decisions.

Vote Row A on Tuesday.
Sincerely,

Edie DeSimone – East Hampton
Note: DeSimone is a member of the East Hamp-

ton Board of Education, but said she is writing as 
an individual. 

Let’s Do George Proud
To the Editor:

This past summer our family got hooked on 
Hamilton. We watched it regularly and listened to 
the music almost daily. And it gave us a LOT to 
talk about it.

We talked about history, art, music, and even 
visited Washington, D.C. where we traveled out 
to Mount Vernon to see George Washington’s es-
tate and resting grounds. We also talked about life, 
death, and the lasting impact that people – and 
definitely public servants – can have.

And less than one week away from our latest 
municipal election, I’m reminded of a specific 
quote from the musical. Seasoned general and 
leader, Washington, gives a young Alexander 
Hamilton some stark advice when he says, “Win-
ning was easy, governing’s harder.”

In a small town like Colchester, it’s easy to pass 
quick judgments. And for those public servants 
in town who volunteer their time, sacrifice their 
privacy, and work tirelessly to do what’s best for 
our town and our schools, the judgment is often 
never-ending.

But what Washington was saying to Hamilton 
was a reminder to all of us. It’s easy to sit on the 
sidelines. It’s easy to watch. What’s hard is to do it. 
To step up and lead. To be a force for good.

As Election Day approaches next Tuesday, No-
vember 4th, I urge you to have George in your ear 
at the ballot box. Who has governed with integrity 
in this town? Who has restored stability? And truly 
brought Colchester together?

Like the founding fathers, the answer to those 
questions isn’t drawn neatly across party lines. De-
mocracy is messy, most especially when people are 
passionate and care deeply about the community, 
but that’s what makes it so important.

I’m proud to support Row A – Bernie Dennler 
and the entire Democratic team – as I’m confident in 
their commitment, knowledge, and the experience 
they each to Colchester. In addition to my two votes 
for Nancy Nelson and Gussie Gilberti, I’m equally 

Voting for McFarland
Dear Neighbors: 

I’m writing to endorse my friend, Susan McFar-
land, for Marlborough Board of Selectmen. Susan 
and I have been friends since high school and she 
is an honest, hardworking person who will put 
Marlborough’s interests at the forefront of all deci-
sions. As she did when she served on the Zoning 
Commission, Susan will listen to our input and do 
what’s right for our town.

I support Susan McFarland for Marlborough 
BOS and encourage my neighbors to join me in 
voting for her on Nov. 4th!

Thank you,
Sandra Monteiro – Hebron

proud to give two votes to Row C for the Board of 
Education as I know Margo Gignac and Donna An-
tonacci are dedicated public servants who have gov-
erned amidst adversity, doubt, and judgment – doing 
so with their hearts on their sleeves.

Let’s do George (even the musical version) 
proud next Tuesday and exercise our most sacred 
right. Don’t sit home and judge – vote.

Sincerely,
Stefanie Tracey-Calash – Colchester

Note: Tracey-Calash is a member of the Colches-
ter Board of Education but said she is speaking as 
an individual.
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