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By Toriana Williams

On Monday morning, the gymnasium at
RHAM Middle School filled with the sound of
applause, music and pride. The occasion was
one of the most meaningful events of the school
year — an annual Veterans Day celebration that
has become a deeply rooted tradition.

“We start in the morning,” said eighth-grade
teacher Karl Jancis, who has organized the event
for nearly two decades. He explained that the
day begins with a recognition ceremony in the
gym, where the entire student body gathers to

T welcome the veterans. The guests are greeted
——— T T = 3 with enthusiastic applause as the school band
i performs a series of military marches. The cho-
rus then leads everyone in the national anthem,
followed by students reciting the Pledge of Al-
legiance alongside the veterans, and lastly, one
of the visiting veterans delivers a speech.

This year’s speaker was Rob Mendulo from
the local American Legion. He offered a few
words and heartfelt remarks, setting the tone
for a day that would be about gratitude, under-
standing and connection.

In total, a little more than 50 veterans at-
tended the ceremony. Each one represented a
different story of service — from recent deploy-
ments to long-ago wars — and each was met with
appreciation by the school’s students and staft.

RHAM Middle School Principal Michael
Seroussi, who has been at the school for about
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Teacher Wins National Award... Bacon Academy teacher David Mason was re-
cently honored with the Milken Educator Award, a national award that celebrates
outstanding educators across the country with a cash prize of $25,000 for their
dedication and innovation in the field. From left are Connecticut State Department
of Education Program Manager Ashley Wright, Milken Educator Awards Senior
Vice President Jane Foley, Connecticut Commissioner of Education Charlene M.
Russell-Tucker, Mason, Bacon Academy Principal Amy Begue, and Colchester

Veterans Honored
At RHAM Event

“It’s a fantastic program and [Jancis] does a
fantastic job coordinating it every year,” Serous-
si said.

He shared that what means the most to him
is hearing from the veterans afterward. He said
they truly enjoy visiting the school - both the
recognition they receive and the chance to share
their experiences — and it’s clear from their ex-
pressions, as well as the students, how much the
event is valued and appreciated.

“It's one of those events that sort of tugs at
your heart,” he added.

After the assembly, the event became more
personal. Jancis said “the important part of the
day” is when veterans are divided among differ-
ent student teams and visit classrooms to talk
directly with the students.

“They have small discussions where they’re
able to talk about their service and the things
they did and why they served and why its im-
portant,” Jancis said.

Students listened closely, often asking
thoughtful questions about what life in the mili-
tary was like. “Middle school kids have a lot of
energy, Jancis said with a laugh.

He noted that students listen with full atten-
tion as the veterans speak, and many eagerly
raise their hands to ask questions about the vet-
erans experience. “It really is a time where the
kids and the veterans are able to bond together”

Superintendent of Schools Daniel P. Sullivan. For a full story about Mason win-
ning the award, see page 24. Photo contributed by the Milken Family Foundation.

18 years, said that the event is a highlight of the
year.

New Coalition Aims to Tackle Food Insecurity

By Anne Lilburn

A newly formed group of East Hampton
community members are working together to
take on the issue of food insecurity and hunger.

Motivated by concern over the interruption
of SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program) food benefits during the recent fed-
eral government shutdown, the group has been
meeting to pool ideas and figure out how to
collaborate and keep residents and community
members informed of local resources.

Organizer Kim Clouser said she was already
involved in fighting food insecurity in the area
as a volunteer at the Epoch Arts Food Pantry.
When she heard that the government shutdown
might interrupt SNAP benefits, she became very
concerned that East Hampton residents might
be affected.

At the same time, other groups were having
similar concerns and trying to figure out their
own creative solutions. Clouser organized an
initial meeting of 24 concerned citizens and
gathered them at East Hampton Congregational
Church to discuss how various people could
collaborate to ensure community members

didn’t go hungry during this time.

One of the people Clouser invited was Ja-
net Royce, who is a co-administrator of the
Buy Nothing East Hampton Facebook group.
The Buy Nothing group had recently launched
a project, which it is calling the “Buy Noth-
ing East Hampton Food Fight,” to collect and
distribute food in ways that Royce said were
in keeping with the “hyper-local, neighbor-to-
neighbor gifting” that is the founding spirit of
the Buy Nothing East Hampton community.
East Hampton residents can fill out an online
Google form where they anonymously indicate
that they need food and provide their address.
From there, Buy Nothing community members
contribute to fill the need.

Royce emphasizes that she is not trying to
start a new food pantry. As of now, she has been
storing much of the donated food in her living
room, and volunteers have been coordinating to
make sure that food gets where it needs to go.
She says she knows that’s not sustainable in the
long term, but she hopes that it'll help get any-
one in need through the current rough times.
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Over at Epoch Arts’ food pantry, where
Clouser volunteers, artistic director and food
pantry lead Elizabeth Namen said she hasn’t
seen a ton of increased need yet, but she has
seen a lot of fear.

Namen said her food pantry has its origins in
providing food to students in Epoch Arts pro-
grams who were facing hunger or food insecuri-
ty, and emphasized that Epoch’s food pantry did
not require any formal proof of need for people
to receive aid. She said that they scheduled ap-
pointments for clients to get food, and also
hosted meals for students on a regular basis.

The group that Clouser organized that first
night set out on a plan to bring awareness to the
resources that currently exist in East Hampton,
and they have since launched a website, The
Belltown Food Hub (www.belltownfoodhub.
com), where those looking for food resources
can find links to either seek out support, or to
volunteer to help themselves. The page contains
links to the town food bank and local food pan-
tries, as well as a link to the Buy Nothing group’s

See New Coalition, page 25

Jancis began the tradition around 20 years
See Veterans Honored, page 3
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“So, when are you
settling down?”

When the vibe's rolled just right.
Have an exit plan this holiday season — and a lighter.

Stop by your local Crisp to keep your holidays chill.

BRIDGEPORT

1234 Huntington Turnpike
Bridgeport, CT 06610

CROMWELL

33 Berlin Road
Cromwell, CT 06416

EAST HARTFORD

500 Main Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

For use only by adults 21 years of
age and older.

Keep out of the reach

of children.
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Angelo’s Bakery

32 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT
860-537-2272

— NOW TAKING ORDERS —

HOLIDAY PIES

Pumpkin, Chocolate Cream, Lemon
Meringue, Pecan Pie, Coconut
Custard, Apple or Apple Crumb,
Blueberry.or Blueberry Crumb,
Cherry, All American, Chocolate
Lemon, Ricotta Pie, Cheesecake
Dinner rolls, Stuffed Breads,
Cookie Trays, Italian Pastries,
Cakes;Italian Bread and more...

Thanksgiving Week Hours

Tuesday 6:30 - 3:30
Wednesday 6:30 - 3:30
CLOSED Thanksgiving Day & Friday
Saturday 7:00 - 3:30
Sunday 7:00 - 1:00

CIT11-13-25

RE11-14-25
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LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

Hebron Insurance
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

RE10-7-22

to fmdl a warm andl mvmmg hvmg space hlghhghtedl Iby cathedral ceﬂlmgs and a
cozy fnreplace The open layout provides a bright and airy feel, while the first-floor
primary bedroom offers convenient main-level living, This home features two
full bathrooms, and a full walkout basement! If you’re looking for a home with

timeless country charm, this is the one! $349,900
{ @

Cathyann Schulte 860-450-2682
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com « 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

NOW OPEN!

CLEANERS

Same-day dry cleaning and
laundry when you need it most.

Green Earth
Cleaning

Free Home
Pickup/Delivery

Same Day
Service

We will visit
your neighborhood
twice a week, on
specified days.

We make it easy

to get your order

in and out on the
same day.

Leaves fabrics softer
and colors vibrant
longer with no
chemical odor.

$1.50 OFF
SHIRTS

(3 OR MORE)

1.50shirtrivereast? )

Expires December 27, 2025

Incoming orders only. Cannot
be combined with any other
offers.

MARLBOROUGH
4-8 East Hampton Road
(860) 467-0111
BestCleaners.com

RE 11-14-25
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* Veterans Honored, cont. from page 1

ago, alongside his fellow teacher the late Dawn
Mallory. He explained that the idea began as a
discussion about ways to help students become
more aware of and involved in their commu-
nity. He said he and Mallory realized that vet-
erans were a group often overlooked or not well
connected with the students, so the event was
created to help bridge that gap and show that
veterans are an important part of everyday life
- people who live and work among them as
teachers, public employees, barbers, truck driv-
ers and more.

“These are everyday people of a community,
including their own parents and grandparents,
that they don't often recognize or realize,” Jancis
said.

When the event first began, it was a modest
effort involving only a single team of students
and a handful of veterans. The overwhelming
appreciation from both sides inspired Jancis
and Mallory to expand it to the entire middle
school.

To this day, RHAM’s Veterans Day celebra-
tion remains a hands-on learning experience.
Students create thank-you notes for attend-
ing veterans, write to their own family mem-
bers who have served and even make paracord
bracelets that are shipped out to first responders
and military personnel across the country.

Another favorite tradition among students
is the working dog demonstration, a returning
feature from the National Guard.

“We have a working dog group that comes
and they show how the dogs work and their
training,” Jancis explained. “To be honest, it’s
one of the highlights for the kids.”

He mentioned that students are naturally

fond of animals, so having the working dogs
visit the school is always a big hit with them.
These military dogs are trained for demanding
tasks — detecting explosives, guarding and as-
sisting their handlers.

“They’re members of the military;” he said.
“They really have a strict training protocol, so
not all dogs actually make it to service”

This year, the school added a special new ges-
ture. RHAM presented plaques and display cas-
es to the American Legion and National Guard’s
working dog group as a token of appreciation.

The plaques had been handcrafted years ago
by substitute teacher and veteran Kurt Munson,
then refurbished by the school’s woodshop and
art department.

“We sanded them down, coated them and
had members of the art department paint them,”
Jancis said. “We were able to present them as a
‘thank you for your service”

For Jancis, the annual Veterans Day event is
more than a school tradition - it's a lesson in
empathy and citizenship.

“Its one of the most important days dur-
ing the year;,” he said, noting that it’s one of the
events that students tend to remember most
even after they move on to high school. “It’s one
of those opportunities for them to really learn
lessons that are outside of school books.”

What began as a small, simple idea has grown
into one of RHAM Middle School’s most mean-
ingful traditions. It has built a bridge between
classrooms and community, past and present.
As the applause fades each year, what remains
is a sense of connection that no textbook could
ever teach.

RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM

AHM News & Notes

AHM Youth and Family Services has an-
nounced the following programs. Registration
is required, at ahmyouth.recdesk.com.

Open Arts & Crafts Studio: Wednesday,
Nov. 19, 6 p.m. This workshop will include a
variety of projects and supplies, including sea-
sonal and holiday-themed crafts. Participants
select DIY projects of their choice. All materials
will be provided. All ages are welcome.

Kids Yoga “Thankful & You Know It”:
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 5:15 p.m., for “fall yoga”
centered around gratitude and love. Kids will

RHAM Alumni

Soccer Game

Attention all former RHAM boys and
girls soccer players - including graduating
RHAM seniors! The seventh Annual Jim
Fromme Memorial RHAM Alumni Soc-
cer Game will take place at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 29, at Oakwood in Glastonbury.
Drinks and pizza will follow.

If able to attend, email Pam at pam-
frommel @gmail.com or call 860-478-0772
to confirm attendance. But if your plans
change at the last minute, just show up!

f
WooD

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

practice maple breathing and then head out to
the “forest” for a sweet Friendsgiving themed
yoga adventure while learning a variety of an-
imal-themed yoga poses. Class will end with
a few mindful games and a relaxing savasana.
This class is geared toward children 4-10. All
levels are welcome.

Holiday Bazaar
& Artisan Fair

Congregation Kol Haverim, located at 1079
Hebron Ave., Glastonbury, will hold its annual
Holiday Bazaar & Artisan Fair Sunday, Nov. 16,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Buy local and handmade from 30+ artisans.
There will be the Judaica Gift Shop, specialty
foods, candles, winter wear, pottery, jewelry
and more. Also, you can enter to win 30+ raffle
prizes.

There will be free parking and free entry.

GlVlng Tuesday is Dec. 2

AHM Youth and Family Services is gearing
up for #GivingTuesday on Dec. 2.

AHM is aiming to raise $10,000 to fund youth
and family mental health support through our
outpatient clinical program, student support
services at all schools in the towns AHM serves,
as well as outreach through its “HERE 4 YOU”
mental health initiative.

All donations are welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit ahmyouth.org.

) W

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
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WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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Page 4
From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

You've likely heard by now: last Tuesday,
people from coast to coast showed up in large
numbers to cast their ballots and make their
voices heard. In many places across Connecti-
cut, that also rang true — but here in Rivereast-
land, the results were more mixed.

Don't get me wrong; the turnout was still
great, for a municipal election anyway. Yes,
not even half the number of registered voters
cast ballots, but still, anytime it’s above 35% in
a town election, I'm pleased. Turnout should
be higher than this, of course; municipal elec-
tions are frankly more likely to have a direct
impact on you than a presidential one or even
a state one. But they just don’t carry the same
juice; it is what it is.

For example, according to the secretary of
the state’s website, the statewide turnout for
this election was 36.1%. While that’s up from
the 33.7% in 2023, and up even more from the
32.1% turnout in 2021, it’s still not even half of
the 76.2% that showed up for last year’s presi-
dential election - and also markedly down
from the 57.6% voter turnout in the 2022 state
election.

Still, 36.1% is up from the past two munici-
pal election cycles, and thus something to be
celebrated.

If you do a deeper dive into the closer-to-
home numbers, you'll see the results here are
rather, like I said, mixed.

According to CT Mirror, voter turnout this
year was 42.6%, up from the 37% in 2021. On
the flipside, though, Colchester saw a 40.2%
turnout this year — a marked decrease from
47.5% in 2021. And in Portland - where,
granted, the first selectman was running un-

opposed - turnout was way down; 41.4% this
year versus 54.9% in 2021.

Yes, when you look at the state as a whole,
more towns went up than down this year. For
example, my hometown of Manchester saw a
turnout 8% higher than in 2021 - and Deep
River and Lyme saw huge increases of 33.7%
and 31.2%, respectively.

What does all of this numbers analysis
mean? Turnout was good this year, in some
cases very good, but it’s just a reminder that
when you hear terms like “record-setting,’
“astronomical” and “turned out in droves,’
look closer. Things may not always be what
they seem.

* % X

This was also the first municipal election to
feature the early voting option in Connecti-
cut. I certainly took advantage of that; did
you?

According to CT News Junkie, 170,920
Connecticut residents participated in early
voting. Of those, Democrats were definitely
the majority; 83,479 Democrats voted early as
opposed to just 36,525 Republicans. (About
50,000 of the early voters were not affiliated
with either party.)

It'll be interesting to see how the early vot-
ing trends continue in the future. Personally,
I think it’s a wonderful option. It certainly
makes the process of casting a ballot a lot
more convenient.

* Ok %

Yes, while technically the next major holi-
day is Thanksgiving, we know the one that’s
on the majority of folks’ minds - Christmas.

You’ll see a ton of Christmas-related events

NEWS BULLETIN ¢« November 14, 2025
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First-Place FC... Belltown FC rounded out its fall season with a 3-1 victory over
East Windsor. An undefeated 4-0-1 league record secured a first-place finish. Match
after match the boys displayed a solid defense accompanied by strong attacks.
The team is anxiously awaiting the spring season. Pictured are, back row, Coach
Omer Beristan, Sawyer McCarty-Nowak, Ollie McCarthy-Nowak,Ravin Perera,
Kade Sheehan, Xavier Carillo, Captain Charlie McCarthy-Nowak, Eli Mitchard,
Hunter Supinski, Ben Kennedy, Aiden Pierson, Coach Will Nafis; front row, Jef-
fery Walitynski, Gavin Ladue, Mitch Bombaci, Liam Twiss. Missing in photo Eli

Bulletin Board

A couple of weeks ago, my good friend A.W., a masterful gardener among other qualities,
asked me if I'd like a bunch of carrots from his bumper harvest. Never one to refuse a free any-
thing, I said yes and returned home with a huge bunch of beautiful carrots which I presented

to my wife with a suitable flourish.

“Don’t say I never gave you anything,” I said magnanimously.
While not perhaps as overjoyed as if I'd handed over a pair of diamond earrings or the keys
to a brand new Lexus or something, she was suitably impressed with the vegetables of my

friend’s labors. “T'll have to peel them,” she said.

“Peel them?” I said. “Who peels carrots?”
“Everybody; she replied.

“My family never peeled carrots,” I said. “I distinctly remember my father taking carrots out
of the bag in the refrigerator and just eating them. I'm sure he didn’t peel the things. He was
about as likely to stand at the sink and skin a carrot as he was to put on a tiara and roller skate

down Main Street.”

She gave me one of those “don’t blame me for your peculiar childhood” looks and reiterated,

“You're supposed to peel them?”
“Why?” I said.
“Because they grow in the dirt”

“So do potatoes,” I said. “You can still eat the jackets”
“You wash potatoes,” she said (like that explained anything).

“So wash the carrots.”

She sighed. “Just take my word for it. Youre supposed to peel them.”
“Must be an Italian thing;” I muttered to myself (I thought).

“It is not,” she retorted.

A couple of days later, I saw A.W. and after thanking him again for the carrots, I remarked,
“Let me ask you something. My wife says you have to peel carrots”

“Of course you have to peel them,” he replied.

“I don’t get it,” I said. “Why on earth would you have to peel a carrot? I remember my

father....etc. etc. etc”

If I'd expected support or understanding I was about to be sadly disabused—or abused as it

were.

“I can’t believe you are how o0ld?” he observed. “An adult male, married with children,
functioning in society all this time, masquerading as a stalwart and mature member of the
community and you don’t know that you're supposed to peel carrots” (I'm paraphrasing a bit

here, but you get the idea.)

“My wife says it’s because they grow in the dirt,” I said.

“Right,” he said.
“So do potatoes,” I argued.

He just shook his head and went on with some sort of malarky about how everybody knows
you're supposed to peel carrots by which time I'd stopped listening because that’s what I typi-
cally do when someone contradicts me. Its a gift I've had since childhood.

Anyway, when I got home that day I Googled “Do you have to peel carrots?”

The answer, it turns out, is NO. No you do not have to peel carrots. Especially if you're just
going to eat them raw. It’s a good idea to peel them if you're going to cook them because the
skins can turn a little bitter and dry when they’re cooked. However, according to JUST ONE
OF SEVERAL BILLION ADVISORIES, “As long as you wash and scrub the root vegetables
before chopping, dicing or otherwise preparing them for a recipe, you're likely okay”

I promptly e-mailed this revelation to my friend A.W. who replied something to the effect
that you can find any kind of idiocy on line if you look hard enough.

This indicates to me that 'm not the only one who stops listening when he’s contradicted.

Anyway, I'll concede that it’s probably a good idea to peel carrots when you plan to cook
them. As for eating them raw, I'll start peeling carrots when I see Bugs Bunny standing at the

sink with a paring knife.

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

Laplant, Joel and Nolan Zavattero, Hudson D’Elia, Macklin Davis.
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Thank You, Hebron

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

I want to express my heartfelt thanks to ev-
eryone who took the time to vote in this election
and for the trust you've placed in me to contin-
ue serving on Hebrons Planning and Zoning
Commission.

It’s been an honor to work alongside so many
dedicated residents who care deeply about
our towns future. Together, we've shown that
thoughtful planning, respect for our land, and
a strong sense of community can guide Hebron
forward in a positive way.

I'm grateful for your support and look for-
ward to continuing the important work of keep-
ing Hebron a wonderful place to live, work, and
call home.

With appreciation,
David Sousa - Hebron

Note: Sousa is vice chair of the Hebron Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

advertised in this paper over the next several
weeks. Occasionally, you may even see some
mentioned in this column, when one is maybe
a little bit out of the Rivereast circulation area
but still within driving distance. (Though, this
is Connecticut; basically everything in the
state is within driving distance.)

Such is the case this week, when I'm sharing
the news that, in nearby Bolton, St. Maurice
Church will hold its 54th annual Christmas
Fair, entitled “Sleigh Bells Ring,” on Saturday,
Nov. 22, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at 32 Hebron
Road, Bolton.

This holiday event features a Country Store
filled with homemade jams, muffin and cook-

Hunger Has No Place
In Marlborough

To the Editor:

The outpouring of support from voters on
11/4 for our food bank shows who we are—a
community that cares.

While Connecticut has stepped up to fund
SNAP through November, the hardship won't
end on Nov. 30. Our neighbors, families, vet-
erans, military families, furloughed federal
workers, and seniors still face rising food prices,
higher healthcare premiums, and increased fuel
costs as campaign promises go unfulfilled at the
federal level. These vital SNAP benefits help, but
they can’t meet every need.

Now is the time to continue to give back -
please donate, volunteer, and check in on those
who are struggling. Because in our town, no one
should ever go hungry.

With gratitude,
Karen Wilkinson - Marlborough

ie mixes, “sweet treats,” assorted decorated
wreaths and stocking stuffers galore. Fresh
holiday evergreen baskets are featured along
with a “Take-A-Chance” raffle basket booth
with prizes. The “Second Time Around”
shoppe holds special treasures. Also, there
will be homemade apple pies, lunch - and
many crafters.

It sounds like something for everyone! So
if you don’'t have any plans next Saturday, it
might be worth taking the short drive to
Bolton and pick up some goodies.

* % %

See you next week.
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Wreaths Across America
To the Editor:

Please sponsor Wreaths Across America
program to honor our veterans. On Dec. 13,
wreaths will be placed on veterans’ graves in
Townsend Cemetery, Olde Andover Burying
Ground Cemetery, and at the Andover Congre-
gational Church Cemetery to honor our veter-
ans. This is an excellent program that will take
place on the same day across the nation.

Visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ct1070
to honor our veterans.

Thank you,
Cathy Palazzi - Andover

Thank You, Hebron

Friends and Neighbors
To the Editor:

I am deeply honored and grateful for your
support during the recent election. Thank you
for taking the time to vote and for placing your
trust in me to represent the RHAM communi-
ty’s students, families, and educators.

I am committed to providing every student
with the opportunity to succeed. I am commit-
ted to listening to your voices, working collab-
oratively with fellow board members, and mak-
ing thoughtful decisions that reflect the best
interests of our schools and community.

To all who voted, to the DTC Chair, Cris Law-
rence, to the DTC members and fellow candi-
dates, and to those who offered encouragement
along the way - please know how much I ap-
preciate you. Your engagement and dedication
make a real difference!

With sincere gratitude,
Jessica Hall - Hebron
Member-Elect, RHAM Board of Education

Hand Count Needed
To the Editor:

The municipal elections are the elections
where the voice of each citizen is the loudest.
The decisions made by those governing our
town tend to impact our lives more quickly than
those at the state or federal level. Thank you to
all of you who decided that voting in this elec-
tion was important. Hebron had an unusually
high showing this year. Congratulations to all of
the candidates who won their seats.

There is a bit of a dark cloud looming over
the process leading up to the election as well as
some of the early voting days where statutory
protocols were not followed. The exclusion of
the Republican Registrar from several of the
planning steps, including the scheduling of
the tabulator machine testing is an important
process. State statute requires one day’s notice
(State Statute 9-244) to both the Republican and
Democratic Town Committees so that they can
get the word out to interested individuals. This
year the notice was essentially not provided. The
Democratic registrar unilaterally made the ap-
pointment arrangements. The Republican reg-
istrar, under the impression that Thursday or
Friday were the target days, inquired about the
arrangements during a Republican Town Com-
mittee meeting on Monday, 10/27 at 7:30pm+/-.
The Democratic registrar stated that 10/28 is the
test date and stated that the time was not known.
The provided date was a surprise to all in atten-
dance at our meeting, including the Republican
registrar. The lack of detail was unsettling.

The testing of the tabulators was done at the
polling location for Early Voting which au-
tomatically removes the opportunity for any
candidate to observe the process. There is lit-
tle to no way for us to know who actually ob-
served the process, who handled the tabulator
machines once tested, nor how the machines
were handled since observers were effectively
blocked from the process.

One way to salvage the integrity of this elec-

tion and reestablish trust in the process is to

have a hand count of this municipal election in

order to verify that the machine results match

the results attained with the hand count. I see no

other solution available that would significantly
impact the trust of our voting population.

Thank you,

Jason Guidone, Chair

Hebron Republican Town Committee

An Honor to Continue
To the Editor:

I would like to thank the Andover voters who
turned out in last week’s election, and appreci-
ate those who selected me for reelection to our
Planning and Zoning Commission. I enjoy this
position and take it seriously. It is an honor to be
able to continue.

Leigh Ann Hutchinson - Andover

Hall of Fame Thanks
To the Editor:

On Friday, Oct. 24, at Blackledge Country
Club in Hebron, the East Hampton Athletic
Hall of Fame celebrated its 19th year by induct-
ing 2002 graduate Blake Helveston, 2008 gradu-
ates Tyler Wosleger and Nicole Muhlberg, 2014
graduate Marvin Gorgas, and the 2014 Boys
Soccer team that were Co- State Champions.

The nomination committee congratulates our
newest inductees. Since 2006, the Hall of Fame
has inducted 44 athletes, seven coaches, eight
teams, and five athletic contributors.

The nomination process is now open for 2026
nominations. Please visit our website ehahof.
wixsite.com/bellringer to obtain a nomination
packet, learn more about the Hall of Fame and
the selection process, and check out the past in-
ductees.

We would also like to thank our sponsors.
We would not be able to run the ceremony and
banquet without them. They are Ken Barber &
Associates, Chatham Property Services, George
Mantikas, D.M.D., Mark’s United Auto Parts,
American Distilling, Dickinsons Witch Hazel,
Classic Auto, Center Package Store, Loco Pero,
Ace Hardware, Paul’s & Sandy’s Too, Blackledge
Country Club, Two Brothers Cafe, and Rule of
3 Brewing.

The Hall of Fame is also looking for those inter-
ested in becoming members of our committee. If
interested, email me at seidlt@sbcglobal.net.

Sincerely,
Tom Seidl
East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame

Thank You for Your Support
Dear Hebron Residents:

I am deeply honored to have been elected to
serve on the Board of Finance. I want to sin-
cerely thank each and every one of you who
took the time to vote, share your thoughts, and
participate in this election. Your support and
confidence mean a great deal to me.

I am grateful for the opportunity to represent
our community and to work alongside my fel-
low board members to ensure that our town’s fi-
nances are managed responsibly, transparently,
and with the long-term interests of all residents
in mind.

Public service is strongest when it reflects the
voices and values of the people it represents. I
look forward to listening, learning, and working
collaboratively to make sound financial deci-
sions that sustain and strengthen our commu-
nity.

Thank you again for your trust and support.
I'm excited to get to work and to serve you with
integrity and dedication.

With appreciation,
Brian O’Reilly - Amston
Member-Elect, Hebron Board of Finance

Guilt Must Be Proven
To the Editor:

Back on May 23, Jim Hallas published a Bul-
letin Board piece on the Karen Read trial. In it,
he made clear that he believed Read was guilty,
even going so far as to call her attorneys an ob-
noxious collection of toads and trolls. I wanted
to respond at the time, but budget season and
then an election kept me busy.

According to prosecutors, Karen Read backed
her SUV into her boyfriend, Boston Police Offi-
cer John O’Keefe, killing him and shattering her
tail light in the process. It sounded straightfor-
ward enough — until you looked closer.

Once you dig into the evidence, that story
collapses. The state’s own medical examiner
ruled O’Keefe’s cause of death undetermined,
not homicide. Prosecutors couldn’t produce a
single medical expert willing to say his injuries
matched a car strike. Aside from a skull frac-
ture, O’Keefe had no broken bones, no bruising

« Probate Litigation
« Estate Settlement
« Estate Planning
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- nothing consistent with being hit by a vehicle.
How could a tail light shatter from impact when
the supposed victim shows no corresponding
injuries? It couldn’t. The crash never happened,
and defense experts proved as much through
detailed reconstructions.

On June 18, a jury found Karen Read not
guilty of killing John O’Keefe. And this wasn’t
a close call or a “benefit of the doubt” verdict.
Several jurors have since spoken publicly, de-
scribing her as flat-out innocent. They may not
know exactly what happened that night - but
they are certain it wasn’t a car accident.

Karen Read is finally free, though the path
there was far harder than it should have been.
Meanwhile, the O’Keefe family may never get
real answers, largely due to a deeply flawed
investigation — one led by Massachusetts State
Police Trooper Michael Proctor, who has since
been fired. Now, other cases he handled are un-
der review for possible misconduct.

Thankfully, we live in a country where guilt
must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt —
not merely declared by the state. One can’t help
but wonder what Mr. Hallas thinks of the case
now.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Food Drive Thanks
To the Editor:

Every year I write how thankful I am for the
generosity of the residents of Portland who do-
nate to our yearly food drive and this year is no
different than the rest. This year we asked for
1,000 bags of food to honor my brother Shaun,
and we received 1461 bags and $700 in dona-
tions! I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of
support for the food bank and our community
members in need.

I would also like to thank all the volunteers
that came out to deliver and pick up the bags as
well as empty the bags and mark the food.

Most of all I would like to thank Kevin Back-
man and his volunteers that keep Portland Food
Bank running every week.

Happy Thanksgiving,
Kelly Mainetti

See Letters, page 6

WANTED TO BUY
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CoMPLETE KiTcHEN & BATH REMODELING

HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE

Located in Marlborough, CT, the American Legion Post
197’s hall is available for Parties, Ceremonies,
Receptions Meetings, Fundraisers, etc.

The hall seats approximately 120 people depending on

your desired seating arrangement. The hall has climate

control and parking to ensure a comfortable setting for
your guests. The post is located 5 minutes off RT 2.

Please visit us at americanlegionpost197.org
or email AmericanLegionCT197 @gmail.com
for more info on our hall rental.
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Lic. HIC0660016
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* Letters cont. from page 5

Thank You
To the Editor:

I want to thank all Colchester citizens that
took the time to vote in our town’s municipal
election! I am truly humbled by those that cast
their vote for me to serve on the Board of Fi-
nance. Thank you for not only trusting me to
serve but to serve with my fellow Democrats
elected to BOE, Sean Gillespie and Jillian Vinci!
We are ready to do the hard work ahead and
please stay connected with your local govern-
ment!

Krista Kardys
Member-Elect, Colchester Board of Finance

Thank You, Portland
To the Editor:

I would like to thank everyone who came
out to vote on Tuesday November 4th! It was
wonderful to see so many residents turn out! I
would also like to thank all the candidates who
ran from both parties. They volunteer their time
and energy to help make our town better for ev-
eryone. I appreciate your support and will work
hard on the Board of Assessment Appeals and
look forward to serving a third term for the resi-
dents of Portland.

William Donahue, Member
Portland Board of Assessment Appeals

Heartfelt Thanks
To the Editor:

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
the residents of Andover for your overwhelm-
ing support and votes in this year’s election. I
am truly honored and humbled to serve as your
new town clerk.

Your confidence in me means so much, and
I'm deeply grateful for the encouragement, kind
words, and trust you've shown throughout this
process. I look forward to continuing the strong
tradition of friendly, knowledgeable service that
Andover residents have come to expect and de-
serve.

To celebrate and connect, I invite everyone to
an Open House at the Town Clerk’s Office on
Monday, Nov. 24, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at An-
dover Town Hall. This will be a wonderful op-
portunity to stop by, say hello, and share your
thoughts and ideas for the future of our com-
munity. Light refreshments will be served, and
all are welcome.

Thank you again for your incredible sup-
port. 'm excited to begin this new chapter and
to continue serving the town we all love. I look
forward to seeing many familiar faces and meet-
ing some new ones on Nov. 24.

Sincerely,
Roberta Dougherty
Andover Town Clerk

Thank You, Hebron
Dear Hebron Friends and Neighbors:

Thank you for voting. And thank you for your
vote of confidence in me - and my entire team -
as we look ahead to Hebron’s future in our new
roles. ’'m honored that you have decided to elect
me to another term on the Board of Selectmen,
and I get to serve this next term alongside my
newly elected colleague, Jan Lawrence, and cur-
rent board members Keith Petit, Claudia Riley,
and Sean Fitzgerald - all wonderful colleagues
and friends. We are ready to work on behalf of
all of you.

Whether you voted for me - or didn’t vote for
me - I am going to be your selectperson (soon
to be councilor). I'm here to listen to your con-
cerns and get answers to your questions. Work
will begin soon on the things we talked about
on the campaign trail - researching a home-
stead exemption, working on housing choices,
and responsible business development in our
downtown.

It takes a team, which is why I'm so proud
of everyone on Row A that was elected: Town
Clerk, Board of Finance, Planning & Zoning,
and both Boards of Education. I'm also grateful
for the many volunteers on our campaign who
came together with a common cause under a
great leader in Cris Lawrence. We are so excited
for this opportunity, because were your neigh-

- &
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We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.
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dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.
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Weekly Specials*

— For Dine-In Only ——

Military Mondays
15% Oft Food. Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with
your choice of Steak
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Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

bors, and we care about the same things you do.
Again, thank you, and let’s get started.
Sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele - Hebron
Note: Thiele is a member of the Hebron Board
of Selectmen but said she is writing this letter as
an individual.

Preparing Your Home
for Aging
To the Editor:

When we think about growing older, it’s easy
to assume that if we’re healthy and active today,
we don't need to worry about the “what-ifs”
But the truth is, life can change in an instant.
A fall, an illness, or a sudden shift in mobility
can make even the simplest daily tasks more
difficult. Thats why it's so important to plan
ahead — to make your home safe and ready for
the years ahead, even if you don’t need those
changes just yet.

Simple adjustments such as better lighting,
grab bars in bathrooms, or reducing clutter
can make a big difference. Thinking proactively
about your home environment helps you main-
tain independence and gives peace of mind to
you and your loved ones.

To support our community in aging safely
and confidently at home, the Portland Senior
Center will be hosting a series of local educa-
tional sessions featuring real-life residents and
professionals who understand the challenges
and solutions firsthand. These conversations
will cover everything from practical home
modifications to resources available right here
in town.

If youd like to stay informed about upcoming
events, sign up for our newsletter or check the
Portland section of the Rivereast News Bulletin
for details. Together, we can create homes that
help us live well not just for today, but for all the
days ahead.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LCSW
Director and Municipal Agent, Portland
Waverly Senior Center

Letter of Appreciation
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my appreciation for
newly elected Republican registrar, Michele
May. Throughout our time working together,
I found Michele to be dedicated, hardworking
and attentive to every detail of her work. She
provided timely updates at every meeting and
maintained consistent communication with the
secretary of state’s office.

Michele demonstrated a welcoming attitude
toward new participants, offering encourage-
ment and support to those entering the process.
She also showed great care and consideration
for all the pole workers, ensuring their needs
were met and their efforts valued. With con-
stant transparency and her willingness to share
her knowledge and information with anyone
interested have set an excellent example of lead-
ership and public service. I applaud her for her
professionalism and dedication to her role.

Brenda Nicolo - Hebron

Thanks to Hebron Voters!
To the Editor:

I wanted to extend a heartfelt “Thank You!”
to everyone who participated in the recent elec-
tion.

First, thank you to the voters who took the
time to cast a ballot, whether via early vot-
ing or on election day. The turnout in Hebron
was amazing - nearly 3,000 people came out to
make their voices heard.

I'm also very grateful to the poll workers, the
volunteers, the candidates of both parties, and
their families. Our democracy would not be
possible without your hard work and dedica-
tion. Thank you for stepping up.

To everyone who supported me for the He-
bron Board of Finance, and to those that sup-
ported the Hebron Democratic slate, thank you
for your trust and confidence. I will be honored
to do my part to serve our community. Whether
you voted for us or not, we continue to welcome
your thoughts, ideas, questions, and concerns at
dems@hebrondems.com.

Finally, I wanted to give a personal thank you
to all the members of the Hebron DTC for your
partnership, encouragement, and tireless hard
work. I'm proud to work alongside such a dedi-
cated group of neighbors.

There’s a lot to do, but I'm looking forward to
partnering with all the boards and residents to
Make Hebron Stronger, Together!

Sincerely,
Adam Ockman
Member-Elect, Hebron Board of Finance
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An Enormous Thank You!
To the Editor:

I want to send an enormous thank you to the
voters of Hebron for coming out and making
your voices heard in this year’s municipal elec-
tion. You really can make a difference when you
show up and vote, and this election proved it.
It’s that kind of community spirit that keeps He-
bron such a great place to live.

I also want to congratulate all of our candi-
dates on their wins! I'm so proud of the work
they put in, and I know they’ll do a great job in
their new roles helping move our town forward.

Cris Lawrence, Chair
Hebron Democratic Town Committee

A Tremendous Honor
To the Editor:

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the
voters of Hebron for turning out in record num-
bers and for electing me to serve on the Hebron
Board of Selectmen. It's an incredible honor
to have your trust and support, and I'm truly
grateful for the opportunity to represent our
community.

Congratulations to my running mate and
colleague, Selectman Tiffany Thiele, and to ev-
ery Democratic candidate on our slate — all of
whom were elected! Together, this team brings
a wealth of experience, dedication, and com-
munity spirit that will serve Hebron well in the
years ahead.

A special thank-you goes to our amazing vol-
unteers and supporters who worked tirelessly
throughout the campaign. Your energy, encour-
agement, and belief in our shared vision for He-
bron made this success possible.

As I begin this new role, I remain committed
to keeping Hebron a place where families can
thrive, local voices are heard, and thoughtful
decisions guide our town forward. I look for-
ward to working collaboratively with residents,
fellow board members, and town staff to serve
our community with transparency, respect, and
dedication.

Thank you again for this tremendous honor -
and congratulations to the entire Hebron Dem-
ocratic team on a historic win!

Sincerely,
Jan Lawrence - Hebron

Note: Lawrence is a member-elect of the He-
bron Board of Selectmen but said she is writing
as an individual.

Hebron Election
To the Editor:

Hebron experienced record voter turnout for
this municipal election, which is a wonderful
sign of our community’s engagement and com-
mitment.

We are very pleased with the introduction of
the new ES&S tabulators. They performed well
overall, though we encountered a few challenges
related to the “newness factor” The machines
take more time to scan and evaluate each ballot,
providing voter feedback as needed. To improve
efficiency, one possible solution is to run two
tabulators for in-person voting. Since Hebron
has seven machines available, I recommend us-
ing two going forward.

We also ran out of Election Day ballots.
Again, ordering ballots is never an exact science
as it is based upon fluctuating voter turnout
trends and history. We solved this problem by
implementing the unused Early Voting ballots.

To explain further, because each tabulator is
programmed for a specific ballot type, switch-
ing between Election Day and Early Voting bal-
lots initially caused an error message. Our team
quickly identified a solution by bringing the
Early Voting tabulator back online for use fol-
lowing its use for merely tabulating Early Voting
results. This allowed us to continue processing
ballots, albeit less smoothly than we would have
liked. Ultimately, we had to exit out of the previ-
ous tally of early votes to start over with the in-
person tally. Effectively the machine count read
zero because we started at zero at the switch
over. Our ES&S technician commended our
team for the prompt and effective workaround.

Looking ahead, I recommend the following
steps:

- Use two tabulators for in-person voting.

- Increase the number of ballots ordered, an-
ticipating continued voter growth.

- Hire additional poll workers to maintain ef-
ficiency and reduce wait times.

It remains a privilege to serve the voters
of Hebron. Were committed to continuous
improvement and look forward to an even
smoother process in future elections.

Sincerely,

Michele May

Republican Registrar of Voters
Hebron

I Am Grateful
To the Editor:

In spite of the recent overall losses experi-
enced nationwide by the Republicans, I owe ev-
eryone who came out to vote, to express their
views and exercise their constitutional right, a
thank you. Yes, you selected me to sit on the
Board of Finance and to you, I am grateful. For
those who didn’t choose me, I will serve you as
well as I possibly can too.

I will advocate a reduction in costs overall and
insist on efficiency as well as cost-effectiveness
in our small-town governance. I will remember
the words that I heard about your property taxes
going up and getting basically nothing in return,
especially for those who have no offspring in the
school system. Taxation will never be “fair” but
we can make it a wee bit more palatable. That
bill is a killer for most and I too feel in concert
with you.

I will write to you via the Rivereast, so stay
tuned on occasion asking for your opinions and
input regardless of whether we agree or not, I
will still listen. And thank you once again for
the privilege of serving the town on the Board
of Finance.

Alison Walck
Member, East Hampton Board of Finance

Sports Memorabilia Sale

Featuring baseball cards, posters,
sport collectibles, and more.

November 15th and 16th

Time - 8aM tO 2PM

505 William Street, Portland, CT 06480
Drive Up the Gravel Driveway to the Red Warehouse

Phone - 860-342-7331 * Email - aquascapesct@gmail.com
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Election Day Thanks
To the Editor:

Marlborough’s municipal elections are over,
and newly elected members of boards and com-
missions will be settling into their roles, each
committed to doing their best to serve the com-
munity that put trust in them.

A safe and successful election cycle is depen-
dent on many people who have not always been
recognized for their effort. Their commitment
is not dependent on their party but on their de-
votion to community. The registrars of voters,
Sandy Adams and Michelle Kacy, have had to
work tirelessly for long hours, through train-
ings, technology, endless questions and con-
cerns. Former ROV, Ann Kilby, has stood by to
offer support and assistance as needed. For two
long weeks, volunteers from both parties have
sat through early voting days assuring everyone
the opportunity to vote. On Election Day, mod-
erator Russ Salvador again demonstrated the
calm, ever present support to ensure efficient
voting and integrity.

I write of another factor: the non-partisan
enjoyment of working together among people
who often are only in the same place at the same
time during an election. Enjoyment is an hon-

est word here. It is friendly, supportive, and re-
spectful. It is all different ages, beliefs, and polit-
ical leanings, working together for democracy’s
greatest foundation: the right, and responsibil-
ity, to vote.

Yet a further demonstration of our small-
town values is the bipartisan support of Marl-
borough’s Food Bank. Food and money were
collected at both party’s tents, and again later
at the Dems’ after party, in support of our food
bank and its value to our community. We are
fortunate to live in Marlborough.

Ann Terezakis - Marlborough

Thank You, Voters
To the Editor:

Election Day has come and gone but the sen-
timent remains clear. Colchester residents are
pleased with the progress that Bernie Dennler
has brought to town since taking office two
years ago. Earning 69% of the votes cast, Bernie,
along with the entire Democratic team, secured
a solid victory last Tuesday. Congratulations
to them all. They can be proud of having run a
positive campaign rooted in their common love
for Colchester and the desire to do what is right

RE11-14-25

\A\msiorl, Cor_mechc/u’r/

EST. 2022
-\"‘"——_—/

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pn
Happy Hour Daiy 3-6pm - $1° OFF AwL Drink & Foop
D] every Friday Night from 9 till Close, Saturday 11/15 Open Mic 7-11pm
Thursday 11/20 Karaoke, 8:00pM
Wed. Nov. 26 Live Ent. w/ “The Vintero’s” Local Indie Alternative Rock

554 Church St. Amston,(T.

See Letters, page 8
5 Free Pool
THE Tuesday & Wednesday

/jHideawoy

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light
160z. Drafts

BOOK
NOW!

Z S
K2y

Private Room Rental Available Upstairs
Dine In « Take Out « Lunch « Dinner - Catering
Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

n @oznbonesbbq

43 Hayward Ave.

Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque
recipes, are made
fresh from scratch.

RE11-7-25
I

Call now to pre-order
your Thanksgiving
Smoked Turkey
and Sides!
Call Diane Ozmun
860-908-9286

b2

Live Music w/Matt Sperzel Thurs. 11/20 & Drink Specials 5-8Pm

(860) 537-3355
oznbonesbbg.com

Holiday
Catering!
No Party Too Big

or Too Small!
Holiday Cakes, Pies,

CooRie Trays & Breads
Call Today!

Grill open daily til 4pm for Breakfast &

Lunch - Saturday and Sunday til 3pm.

Sunday Brunch

Live Entertainment 10:30AM-2PM
The Well Known “Bobby Cartier”

b4
d’/{au’s s

Restaurant & Catering Service

Il I I I B e
Pizzas « Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine « Catering ||
Outside Dining

— Online Ordering — I
www.ginamariesct.com

Try one of our freshly
= ground in-house

Steak
Burgers

1

RTIFIED
GBS BEEF®
[ o AND]

RAND

Sunday Brunch! Stuffed Breads Daily!
Stop in for a catering menu.

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pM, Sat. & Sun. 6AM - 3pPM
Located at 8 Independence Dr., MarIborough I

(860) 295-9251

S 2000FF

Offer good w/ this ad till 11/30/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only. |,
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Any Large
P/; /8

RE10-312s [ HEN HEE BN

RE11-14-25

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
Il Il N N N N N B S .

860-228- 9375 I
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* Letters cont. from page 7
for our town.

Thank you to the voters of Colchester, no
matter how you voted, for making it to the
polls. Our turnout was 40% and shows that our
citizens are interested in being part of the pro-
cess. Please stay involved by attending meetings,
staying informed, continuing to exercise your
civic duty in the voting booth, and even serv-
ing on a volunteer board or commission. Your
participation is critical to our collective success.
To those of you who spoke to us at your doors to
share your ideas, the pleasure was ours.

As DTC chair, I cannot thank the people
who contributed to this campaign in any way
enough. Your passion, dedication, support, and
teamwork made this happen. Every letter, word
of encouragement, yard sign, effort to mobilize
voters, and donation made a difference. The in-
volvement of wonderful volunteers, alongside
tenacious candidates, made this happen.

Speaking on behalf of the Democratic candi-
dates, we thank you for placing your trust in the
Democratic team. The newly elected officials are
ready to stand up and deliver to keep Colchester
moving forward.

With gratitude,
Monica Swyden, Chair
Colchester Democratic Town Committee

Thank You Everyone!
Dear Citizens of Colchester:

I wish to thank everyone who supported me
throughout my run as a Democratic candidate
for Colchester Board of Education There are so
many to thank: Monica, Bernie, Rosemary, De-
nise, Gussie, my dear sons Keith and Kyle, my
wonderful sisters Gail, Joan and Karen, dear
friends, the DTC team, every volunteer, my
neighbors, everyone who wrote letters of sup-
port, and strangers that I met along the way.
Thank you for believing in me as I could not
have been successful without each and every
one of you.

It was an experience that I never thought I
would have, especially at this point in my life.
I am so pleased to have learned so much about
running for office, from what goes on behind
the scenes that I had no knowledge of, to the
more obvious. The team worked extremely hard
and we were successful in securing seats in ev-
ery area. It was a hard but fun run. Thank you
to the entire team of candidates- you were fan-
tastic!

Lastly, thank you to the citizens of Colchester
for placing your faith in me your new represen-
tative on the BOE. I am excited to serve you and
to have a role in making sure that our schools
are the very best they can possibly be.

Thank you everyone!

Sincerely,

Nancy Nelson

Member-Elect,

Colchester Board of Education

Hebron DPWY
To the Editor:

Last week I shared information on the He-
bron Department of Public Works Survey of
2022, where 68.57% of respondents said, “Keep
Public Works at Old Colchester Road.” I thought
it might be helpful to share some of the reasons
why these results came to be. The importance of
keeping Public Works at Old Colchester Road
centered around two significant issues, the value
of drinking water and the environment, and the
value of historic preservation.

The environmental significance is document-
ed in two major environmental studies, The Ma-
pleridge Farms study of 1992 and the Central
Business District study of 2000. These reports
were compiled by a State of Connecticut En-
vironmental Review Team and focused on the
properties flanking Kinney Road. Both studies
identified a series of fractures in the underlying
bedrock that are the source of drinking well wa-
ter for nearby homes. The 2000 CBD reports on
page 9, “A corollary to increased water supply,
greater fracture density also suggests increased
permeability and faster rates of groundwater
dispersal and also faster rates of dispersal of po-
tential contaminants that may enter the ground-
water system. Dispersal direction of the NNW-
SSE lineament fractures will likely be towards
the SSE and Kinney Road..” These findings
were confirmed in December 2022 by William
Warzecha, CT DEEP specialist in groundwater
contamination, who reported, “Given the likely
threat of pollution to ground water and domes-
tic wells on Kinney and Millstream Roads... It
is not environmentally conscious to locate the
facility in an area that represents a significant
risk to drinking water quality”

The issues centering on historic preservation
included the facts that Kinney Road is home

to active 300-year-old agricultural fields and a
truly unique series of stonewall laneways. The
value of these laneways were confirmed by
UConn professor Robert Thorson, the nation’s
leading expert in stonewalls. After a visit to the
area in May 2023, Professor Thorson reported,
“I have never seen a series of stonewall laneways
like this. It took the planning and effort of the
community to create them... This is a beautifully
preserved community landscape... Envision the
ellipse of good soil that is Hebron. At the top is
the town center. To the west is historic Church
Street, the main transportation route... To the
east are the residual fields and laneways. These
three elements go together to define historic
Hebron”
I urge all residents and officials to please sup-
port the current plan for the DPW project.
Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Dementia Talks No. 37
To the Editor:

I think I know what the mom’s out there felt
when their kids cooled to giving out hugs.

Much of the caregiver journey for a loved one
with dementia is like rewinding the clock, the
calendar and life. At some point in our lives,
we didn't know how to tie shoelaces, or zip up
a coat; or how to greet people in different situa-
tions (work, family, friends, spouses).

We learn how to do things and how to act in
social settings over time ... over a lifetime.

Then enters Alzheimer’s on to center stage.

Time seems to goes in the reverse — like the
movie Back to the Future - but in slow motion.
Social filters are stripped away; skills disappear
never to return and social interactions change.

Some time ago, I experienced the “No Hug for
You” chapter of this journey. For context, when
I get ready to leave Mom - I put out my hands,
she puts her hands in mine, she will stand, we
will hug and I will scoot out the locked door.
Not today. Today my quest for a hug, turned
into a game of avoidance for Mom and she rel-
ished in it. She put her legs out straight while
I was holding her hands - as to keep me away.
She held my hands and moved them left then
right then flicked them up and away. “No Hug
for You”!

So, I let her know she won the “game”; I
leaned down and gave her a hug.

In that moment she realized the game was re-
ally over and I was really leaving. Then the bar-
rage of questions came like a tsunami ... “Are
you leaving?” “Where are you going?” “When
will you be back?” She was back to needing me.

I know that our journey will continue to
evolve. I know that I won't be ready for every-
thing that comes my way, her way, our family’s
way. I just hope that I will continue to engage
with grace, empathy, compassion and meet her
right where she is in that given moment. Even
when I am not ready, I hope I respond that way
that makes her feel safe and loved.

Know you are not alone.

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

We Can and We Do
To the Editor:

Last weeK’s article “A Near-Clean Sweep for
Andover Democrats” revealed some Republi-
cans are newly considering Trump’s impact on
their brand. Republican Town Committee Chair
Carol Barton admitted, “Maybe people were up-
set about certain things because it’s Trump and
all that” But then she complained, “You can’t
blame us for what Trump is doing”

But yes, we can and should blame them. The
fact is that Republicans across the nation voted
for Trump. They handed the keys to a known
liar, narcissist, racist, misogynist, egotistical
crime lord so he could enrich himself by billions
of dollars, as he has now done, while driving our
country and world off a cliff.

At least most Republicans voted for Trump,
excluding a tiny minority that still hopes the
Republican Party can return to its former glo-
ry days of wise Republican stewardship under
Dwight Eisenhower, Teddy Roosevelt, U.S.
Grant and Abraham Lincoln. Unfortunately,
those days are long gone.

Short quiz for Republicans. Can you connect
which of these former Presidents were the lead-
ers that accepted war with the Confederacy to
save the nation? That devoted a military career
to destroying Hitler and fascism? That led our
Connecticut boys in deadly battles against the
Confederacy? That was known as the “Conser-
vation” President who preserved 150 National
Forests, 51 Federal Bird Reserves, 18 National
Monuments, 5 National Parks and 4 National

Game Preserves? And if you can, then explain
why you voted for Trump, the antithesis of these
former leaders? How do you ignore Trump be-
ing the go-to choice for Confederate revision-
ists and insurrectionists? Those biased against
Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans and em-
powered women? Those embracing increased
oil, gas and coal extraction?

But let’s skip the history lesson and refocus on
how the national Republican Party is currently
destroying our economy, our world standing,
our world leadership, and all so many of our
own Constitutional norms. Accessing any of
our readily available mass media organizations,
those that have won innumerable journalism
awards, will cure you of your ignorance. But
you spend your ‘Tesearch’ time with Fox News,
OAN, Newsmax and other conservative radio
and print media outlets. Which I believe to date,
combined, have yet to win a single prestigious
journalism award.

Conservatives love imaging themselves the
standard bearers of all things truly ‘American’
But they are not, and now must be voted out of
office, at every level of government.

Edmund Smith - Andover

Thank You for

Your Confidence
Dear Colchester Residents:

On Nov. 4, you made a choice to elect a hard-
working slate who will work to make Colches-
ter the best it can be. Thank you for your vote,
thoughts and confidence that we can work to-
gether for the interest of Colchester. The out-
come was evidence that the town saw all the
improvements Bernie Dennler and his team has
brought to Colchester.

I know as a Colchester resident that the Dem-
ocratic slate has the knowledge to make deci-
sions based on needs and budget to move our
town forward. We look forward to serving you.

I also want to thank all who worked hard,
knocking on doors, writing postcards, putting
up signs, organizing dinners, driving candi-
dates, sign waving and more to show the people
the qualities of the team. The Democratic Town
Committee is supportive.

Monica Swyden, Democratic chairperson,
has amazing skill, energy and compassion. She
worked endlessly to share the skills of the team
with the people. Bernie Dennler is a gifted per-
son who loves Colchester and supported his
whole team in the election. Thanks to you two
and the whole Democratic Town Committee for
the inspiration to run and work hard to get our
platform and ideas out to the people.

It is an honor to have been selected to be on
the Board of Education and I thank you all for
your votes and confidence that we will work in
the best interest of our students to make the
Colchester school system the best it can be for
all students.

Gussie Gilberti
Member-Elect,
Colchester Board of Education

Election Day Thanks
To the Editor:

Election season is a time for voters to take
notice of the candidates — their backgrounds,
education, and experience. In Marlborough,
the Democratic slate was exceptionally well-
prepared to continue, or begin, lending fresh
energy and broad experience to the decision-
making process at Town Hall. Congratulations
to all 18 Democratic candidates.

Less well understood or appreciated is the
outstanding care and attention devoted to how
our elections are set up and run. Election Day
itself is a marathon for poll workers, registrars,
and moderators. They set up the day before, re-
turn at 5:15 a.m. on Election Day, and from the
moment the polls open at 6:00 a.m. until they
close at 8:00 p.m., they remain careful and vigi-
lant to ensure that every rule and regulation is
properly followed. Marlborough’s election ran
smoothly, and results were reported promptly.
Thank you to all our poll workers.

This year brought new challenges as early
voting was implemented statewide. Once again,
Marlborough rose to the occasion with profes-
sionalism and care. Thank you to everyone who
worked tirelessly during early voting, from Oc-
tober 20 to November 2.

A particular shout-out goes to Sandy Adams,
our Democratic Registrar of Voters, who suc-
ceeded longtime registrar Ann Kilby. This posi-
tion required a year of mentoring under Ann,
a series of trainings over an 18-month period,
a high level of technical expertise and commu-
nication skills to train poll workers. Bravo to
Sandy for her determination and dedication in
carrying out this critical role in our democracy.

Finally, recognition is due to Head moderator
Russ Salvador. As the Chief Polling-Place Of-
ficial, the Moderator bears enormous responsi-
bility: supervising election officials, maintaining
order and compliance, and overseeing pre-elec-
tion setup as well as the opening and closing of
the polls. Mr. Salvador was an exemplary mod-
erator as well as moderator Aileen Vrooman—
Marlborough was truly in good hands during
two weeks of early voting and on Election Day.

Thank you, Russ, Aileen and Sandy and ev-
eryone who helped make our elections fair, ef-
ficient, and well-run.

Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Dunn - Marlborough

Note: Dunn is a Marlborough Democratic
Town Committee executive board member, but
said she is speaking as an individual.

Early Political Thinkers
To the Editor:

This week, I wanted to do something a little
different. Rather than share my own opinions,
I'm sharing a few quotes from some of the early
political thinkers who helped shape the ideas
behind our nation and its government. They’re
presented in no particular order but feel as rel-
evant today as they did centuries ago. I hope
readers find them thought-provoking, or at the
very least, worth reflecting on.

“History will teach us...those men who have
overturned the liberties of republics the great-
est number have begun their career, by paying
an obsequious court to the people, commencing
Demagogues and ending Tyrants” - Alexander
Hamilton, as Publius, in The Federalist No. 1,
1787

“The accumulation of all powers legislative,
executive and judiciary in the same hands,
whether of one, a few or many, and whether he-
reditary, self-appointed, or elective, may justly
be pronounced the very definition of tyranny”
- James Madison, as Publius, in The Federalist
No. 47, 1788

“The moment the idea is admitted into so-
ciety that property is not as sacred as the law
of God, and that there is not a force of law and
public justice to protect it, anarchy and tyranny
commence.” - John Adams, 1787

“A wise and frugal Government, which shall
restrain men from injuring one another, shall
leave them otherwise free to regulate their own
pursuits of industry and improvement, and
shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread
it has earned. This is the sum of good govern-
ment, and this is necessary to close the circle
of our felicities” - Thomas Jefferson, Inaugural
Address, 1801

“Wherever the real power in a Government
lies, there is the danger of oppression. In our
Governments, the real power lies in the majority
of the Community, and the invasion of private
rights is chiefly to be apprehended, not from the
acts of Government contrary to the sense of its
constituents, but from acts in which the Gov-
ernment is the mere instrument of the major
number of the constituents” - James Madison
to Thomas Jefferson, 1788

“There cannot any one moral rule be proposed
whereof a man may not justly demand a reason.
Every man has a property in his own person. This
nobody has any right to but himself. The people
cannot delegate to government the power to do
anything which would be unlawful for them to
do themselves.” - John Locke, 1689

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester
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Marlborough Steps Forward to End Alzheimer’s

By Toriana Williams

The Greater Hartford Walk to End Alzheim-
er’s brought together thousands of people unit-
ed in support, remembrance and hope during
its annual event held on Oct. 19 at Rentschler
Field in East Hartford.

Among the walkers this year was a group led
by the head of the Marlborough Senior Center.

The walk is one of six hosted across the state
by the Alzheimers Association Connecticut
Chapter, a tradition that, as Director of Com-
munications Kristen Cusato stated, has deep

roots -- “Our first walk in [Connecticut] was
held more than 30 years ago in Fairfield Coun-
ty”

Cusato explained the scope of this year’s
Hartford event, noting, “There were an esti-
mated 2,000 people at the Walk in Hartford this
year, with 260 teams raising about $430,000.

Participants came from varied backgrounds
but shared a single goal: supporting families

affected by dementia and advancing the fight
against Alzheimer’s Disease.
Strength in Connection

Cusato emphasized how the walk serves as
a powerful gathering point for people affected
by the disease in different ways. Caregivers, pa-
tients, families and supporters all come together
in solidarity, “to put forth the message that you
do not have to go through this journey alone.”

The event serves to educate, connect, inspire
and empower, she said.

Sponsors attend to back families, local leaders
provide helpful resources and the Alzheimer’s
Association highlights education, community
support and volunteer opportunities for those
affected by the disease.

“The connection made at a walk ripples
through for years after they are made,” said Cu-
sato.

That support is needed now more than ever,

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is
located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the
Rev. George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is dea-
con John McKaig is senior deacon retired.
Heather Mancini is church secretary and can
be reached at 860-295-0001; hours are Mon-
day-Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30
p-m. People are asked to call before heading
over or connect via email at stjohnfisher30@
yahoo.com. The church website is www.stjf-
church.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Mass-
es: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m.
Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are
underway for this season, with registrations
still accepted. Cindy Bryan, Eileen Gilles and
Helena Thomas lead the programs for grades
K-10, to include a high school youth group.
For more information, access the church
website.

Ministry, Social and Parish Commu-

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

nity Events: An adult choir practices weekly
(though is on break in the summer months);
men’s and women’s prayer groups, Knights of
Columbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer
Shawl ministry meet monthly; and an active
book club meets quarterly. Social activities
are planned throughout the year to provide
additional parish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough
Food Bank to include the Thanksgiving Food
Drive underway for November. Bags with
specific shopping lists are available at the
Masses. Sandwich-making and collection
continues the last Thursday of the month for
St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. Other
scheduled service opportunities can be found
in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal of-
ferings, adult faith formation, youth group,
OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other minis-
tries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org,
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church).

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
net. Follow the senior center on Facebook at
Marlborough CT Senior Center.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Shopping Trips: Monday, Dec. 1, the bus will
go to N. Windham Walmart. Depart the senior
center at 1:30 p.m. and return at 4 p.m. Call to
reserve ride. Additional holiday shopping trips
on 12/8 (Marshalls/HomeGoods) and 12/15
(Ocean State Job Lot or Ollie’s).

Thanksgiving Lunch: Nov. 21, noon-2 p.m.
There will also be a music performance by MES,
and free raffles. Cost for lunch is $10, exact cash
or check. Must RSVP by 11/14.

Open Enrollment: Dec. 2, by appointment
only. Change prescription plans, switch be-
tween traditional Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage plans.

Technology Assistance: Thursday, Dec. 4,
9 a.m.-noon. One-on-one appointments with
Richmond Memorial Library technology spe-
cialist. By appointment only.

Blood Drive: Thursday, Dec. 4. For more
information or to make an appointment to do-
nate, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or sign up online at redcrossblood.org with
sponsor code “Marlborough”.

Encore Club: Wednesday, Dec. 10, featuring
holiday music by Bill Naughton Jr. and light re-
freshments. RSVP by 12/3.

Ugly Sweater Party: Wednesday, Dec. 17,
noon-2 p.m.; RSVP by Dec. 10.

Free Holiday Gift-Wrapping: Thursday,
Dec. 18, 2-3 p.m., and Friday, Dec. 19, 9-11 a.m.
Bring your gifts; they’ll be wrapped for free. Call
if interested.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: For full
descriptions, call the senior center. Billiards:
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; Bingo:
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday,
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30
p-m.; Chair Massage: Free 15-minute massages
are offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Appointments required.

Blood Pressure Checks and Chatham

Health Education Presentation: Second Mon-
day of each month. BP checks from 11:30
a.m.-12:15 p.m., and presentation from 12:15-
12:45 p.m.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee.

Birthday Club: Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1-2 p.m.,
with cake. Open to all friends and family. It does
not have to be your birthday month to celebrate.
However, if it is, please RSVP.

Not Just Quilters: Wednesday and Friday
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Visit www.beatpdto-
day.com/class-schedule or call 860-918-9594 to
register and for more information.

Mahjong: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at
Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the second
Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at
Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence Drive.

Tap: Wednesdays, 5-6:30 p.m.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail,
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to
qualified residents in need.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for
more information. Visit the town website, www.
marlboroughct.gov, for the complete Transpor-
tation Policy, which took effect Nov. 1. There
will be no transportation Tuesday Nov. 25.

she shared, as the disease affects growing num-
bers of families.

“There are an estimated 80,000 people in
[Connecticut] living with Alzheimer’s and 7.2
million in the United States,” Cusato said.

Because of that, she said the organization
works to ensure people know where to turn
when a diagnosis comes.

Marlborough Joins the Fight

Among the many teams represented was one
led by the Marlborough Senior Center. Team
captain Shoshana Merced attended her first
walk this year. She shared she was “very excited
to see everyone,” she said.

Merced, who serves the town as the director
of human and social services and the municipal
agent for the elderly, expressed how meaningful
the experience already has been while preparing
for the event.

Her team’s unique fundraising idea -- a
homemade human slot machine game - made
its debut at Marlborough Day in August.

“We did a human slot machine that we made
in house,” she said. Their efforts paid off. “We
raised $181 from that event ... that goes to our
team and then that goes to the overall fundrais-
ing efforts from this walk”

Five members made up her team, and while
Merced is the only one connected to the senior
center, she said their participation represents a
broader community commitment to healthy ag-
ing and dementia support.

Merced said her drive to participate is both
professional and personal.

“I had a grandmother who lived with demen-
tia at the end of her life, [and] as a senior cen-

ter director, 'm very committed to spreading
awareness and any programming and support
for family members and caregivers”

Merced said she has already seen what makes
the walk such a powerful community-builder,
having noticed teams from home health orga-
nizations, local businesses and assisted living
facilities, making it “a really great opportunity”
for those personally affected by Alzheimer’s and
professionals in the field to come together and
connect.

Awareness, Support and Continued Action

Even after the walk, there are still many ways
to stay involved. Cusato said, “People can regis-
ter and donate through Dec. 31, 2025, also start
a team for next year in January of 2026 or volun-
teer or share your story”

She hopes participants walk away with a mes-
sage that stays with them long after the day ends.

“We hope people realize they are not alone,”
Cusato said. “There are thousands of people in
our state who have gone through this journey or
are going through it right now. There is strength
in hearing from others who are ‘on the other
side’ so to speak and have so much to share with
people who are in it right now”

As the organization continues expanding out-
reach, she said increasing awareness will always
be central to their mission, and Cusato encour-
aged anyone in need of information, guidance
or emotional support to reach out.

“Our resources are free and available 24/7;
she said. “If you have any questions about Al-
zheimer’s or any other form of dementia, call
our 24/7 Helpline at 1-800-272-3900 or go to
our website alz.org/ct”

The Marlborough Lions Club recently received a private donation of $200 in memory

of longtime member Dennis Schultz, who passed away in 2024. Dennis’ wife, Jo Schultz,
is seen here with Lion Kevin McNally (left), who accepted the donation on behalf of

the Connecticut Lions Low Vision Center.

Lion Receives Donation for Low Vision Center

The Marlborough Lions Club received a pri-
vate donation of $200 in memory of longtime
member Dennis Schultz, who passed away in
2024. Dennis wife, Jo Schultz, was on hand to
acknowledge the donation on behalf of her late
husband.

Marlborough Lion Kevin McNally accepted
the donation on behalf of the Connecticut Lions
Low Vision Center, with which he is associated.

The Connecticut Lions Low Vision Center

has developed a partnership between the Lions
Club and Hospital for Special Care, where indi-
viduals with low vision may now receive a for-
mal Occupational Therapy evaluation. They will
receive education in the skills needed to gain
independence in activities of daily living and
obtain magnification and low vision equipment.
For more information on the Connecticut
Lions Low vision Centers, please visit www.li-
onslowvisioncenters.org.

Correction & Clarification

As a result of faulty information provided
by the town, it was falsely reported in Friday’s
Rivereast that Louise Concodello lost her bid
for a seat on the Marlborough Board of Edu-
cation. She actually won.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Also last week, comments by Marlborough
Republican Town Committee chair Judith
Kelley were received by the Rivereast in time
to be included in the story about the election,
but inadvertently were omitted. Here is what
should have ran, under the subheading “Re-
publican Reaction”:

Kelly congratulated all the winners and
thanked the candidates who ran under their

endorsement.

“It was a hard run,” she said. “We look for-
ward to working on our slate for 2027’s elec-
tion”

Kelly thanked voters for their support and
showing up to make their voices heard. “It
was [an] incredible turnout for a municipal
election,” she said - noting that, in addition to
voting, many who showed up on Election Day
also contributed to a local cause.

“The Republican Town Committee was
able to raise $1150.00 in donations plus food
donations for the food bank,” she said. “Pretty
successful night for us in regards to helping
the community”
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The Marlborough Lions recently donated $500 to the American School for the Deaf.

Pictured from left are the school’s chief financial officer, Jenn Pizzoferrato, Marlbor-
ough Lions President Jean Paul Bolduc, and the school’s assistant superintendent,

Paula Morabito.

Lions Donate to School for the Deaf

The American School for the Deaf, which is
situated in West Hartford, held a dinner recent-
ly in appreciation for support from the many Li-
ons Clubs around Greater Hartford. The Marl-
borough Lions Club donated $500 this year and
was among the many regional Lions Clubs rec-
ognized for donations to the school.

The American School for the Deaf, which
was founded in 1817, provides on-campus and
off-campus opportunities for 166 students from
preschool through high school as well as servic-

es for adults. Students come from Connecticut
and 17 other states.

The ASD recently initiated an Autism Pro-
gram, which currently serves 17 students from
elementary to high school age.

The Marlborough Lions meet the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month. New members
are always welcome. For additional information
on the club, call president Jean Paul Bolduc at
860-798-2054 or secretary Ken Hjulstrom at
860-490-9116.

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N.
Main St., will offer a pair of watercolor classes
on Saturday, Nov. 15.

The first class will be an Intro to Water-
color class, running from 2-5 p.m. This is a
class for a beginner or a refresher for a slightly
more experienced painter. Demonstration of
watercolor techniques and emphasis on brush
strokes in painting lemons and leaves from
reference photos will be a fun way to build
skills in this medium.

The second class, Watercolor and Ilustra-
tion, will be held also on Saturday, Nov. 15,
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This class is designed for
adults with an understanding of basic water-
color techniques and will focus on building

New Watercolor Classes at Arts Center

skills to accomplish a completed painting. Us-
ing graphic illustration, anemones in a vase
will provide a fun way to learn to paint with
the tip of a brush.

Both classes are taught by Marika Hahn, an
illustrator from New York City who creates
nature inspired art with watercolor. She is a
graduate of the Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy and has a beautiful and varied portfolio
including books and magazines. To see ex-
amples of her work go to marikahahn.com.

Each class is $65. To register go to www.
marlborougharts.org. Online registration
is preferred but mail in is also possible. For
more information call 860-467-6353.

Billiard Table Repaired... The Rotary Club of East Hampton and Marlborough
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t Hampton .
Rotary Clulys

with Santa

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary Club will hold its annual Breakfast with
Santa Saturday, Dec. 6, at East Hampton High School cafeteria. Pictured at last year’s
event is Greyson Wolf from Marlborough.

Free Breakfast with Santa

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary
Club will hold its annual Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 7:30-11 a.m., at the East
Hampton High School cafeteria, located at 15
North Maple St.

As in the past, free breakfast will be served
to all that attend and the children will be able
to have a picture taken with Santa Claus as a
keepsake. There will also be face-painting and
other children’s activities provided by the East

-

A

Hampton High School Interact Club.

While breakfast is free, those planning to at-
tend are asked to consider donating non-per-
ishable food items for the East Hampton and
Marlborough food banks. Monetary donations
to support the food and fuel banks in each town
will also be accepted.

For more information, call Kyle at 860-455-
3192 or follow on Facebook at East Hampton/
Marlborough Connecticut Rotary Club.

The Key of H - made up of Marlbrough resident Jim Henderschedt and his four

children, Emma, Owen, Rosie and Lucy - will perform at Marlborough Arts Center,

231 N. Main St., on Friday, Nov. 21.

Key of H Concert at Arts Center

The Henderschedts, Marlborough residents
and members of The Key of H, are performing
at the Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday at
the Arts Café on Friday, Nov. 21, at 7:30 p.m., at
the center, 231 North Main St.

The group is made up of Jim Henderschedt
and his four children, Emma, Owen, Rosie
and Lucy. This family has been making music
all of their lives. As a child, Jim Henderschedt
played guitar and sang in his father’s church.
As he grew up, married and had a family, his
children and he would gather for family sing-
alongs, chorus concerts, musical shows and the
children’s choir at the local church.

Owen plays the piano, Emma, Lucy and Rosie
sing in harmony, with father Jim playing the
guitar. Jim and eldest daughter Emma have per-

Volunteer. The Benefits

Are Extraordinary!

formed numerous times on Sadler’s patio dur-
ing the summer season. At their gig at the arts
center, it is expected that the audience will hear
a mix of musical genres.

Admission to this program is free, subsidized
by a grant from the Marlborough Greater To-
gether Community Fund of the Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Oth-
er non-alcoholic beverages are available. There
is on-site parking, and Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter is fully accessible.

Marlborough Arts Center is a nonprofit re-
gional center for the arts. Visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org or email info@marlborougharts.
org or 860-467-6353 for more information.

Resident Nominated
for Award

were the original donors of the Marlborough Senior center’s billiard table, and the
club recently donated $1,500 for much needed repairs and maintenance. The table is
used multiple times a week and has been central to a core group of players over the
years. The Billiards Club is always looking for new members of all skill levels; the
club meets Mondays and Fridays, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pictured from left are,
front row, Pete Strickland, Rotary Treasurer; Shoshana Merced, Director of Human
and Social Services; David Quast, Chair of Giving Committee Rotary Club; Carolyn
Bernarto, Marlborough Member of Giving Committee Rotary Club. From left, back
row, are Senior Center Billard Club members Ross Dmochowski, John Ayer, Mark
Paul and Roger Paradis (absent: Al Harmon).

Kyle Wood of Marlborough was recently

Extraordinary Benefits: nominated for an award, following a suc-

* You'll feel really, really good!

“ You'l meet delightfl dogs, fabulous felines, PROTECTORS cessful run of an original Halloween pro-
. 7 ANIMA .
and some pretty special humans too! z o ': duction by the Emmanuel College Theater
Volunteer Positions Available — h Arts Program.

Day & Evening Hours:
« East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization E
« East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical & placement teams

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

The program, titled “Theatre Macabre:
Dreamscape,” is now a finalist for invitation
to the Kennedy Center American College
Theater festival. Selections for the festival
will announced in December.
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Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes

Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15
School Drive, has announced the following
items of interest. Registration required for all
programs unless noted. For more information,
full program descriptions or to register, call
860-295-6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered sto-
rytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and a

story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through Dec. 19.
For children up to 24 months, with their care-
givers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Crafty Kids: Wednesdays at 4 p.m. through
Dec. 17, for kids ages 4 and up. There will be
two projects on hand each week to choose from,
or kids are welcome to use our supplies to create
their own projects. Registration is not required.

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Special Event: Safe at Home - Grades 4-6:
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Senior Center. Participants will learn skills
to prepare them to be safe when home alone.
Registration fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resi-
dent.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. Fee is four
lessons for $200/residents, $205/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Zumba - Fall Session:
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Se-
nior Center. Fee: $50/residents, $55/non-resi-
dents, or a $12 drop-in fee.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at
Marlborough Elementary School. Registration
fee is $5 per week.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., at MES. Registration fee is $5 per week.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: The cost of the sign is $50. Help emergen-
cy services personnel find your home without
delay. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 24” with
4” numbers on blue highway reflective metal.
Order forms are online and at Town Hall.

New Grief Share Session Underway

A Grief Share support group will run Tues-
days through Dec. 16, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fel-
lowship Community Church, 24 South Rd. The
group started Sept. 16, but people can join at
any time.

The group consists of videos and discussion
sessions, with the last session being a Celebra-
tion of Life to honor your loved one. There is
a $20 one-time registration fee, which includes
the workbook. You will get the workbook at the

first session. If you have already paid the $20
registration fee from the previous Grief Share
program, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group” and
look for Fellowship Community Church. You
may register there to see the schedule for the
sessions and other information pertaining to
Grief Share.

Resident Named to Board of State Organization

Marlborough resident Kevin McMillan, CPA,
has been elected to the Board of Directors of the
Connecticut Convention & Sports Bureau (CT-
MEETINGS) - the state’s official meetings and
sports event sales and marketing organization.
McMillan also was elected as CTMEETINGS’
new treasurer.

“We are pleased to welcome Kevin McMillan
to our Board and as our organizations Trea-
surer, explains Robert Murdock, president of
CTMEETINGS). “His accounting expertise in
a variety of industries and professions will be
invaluable as we expand our work to generate
business and funds for the State and the regions
where the events take place”

Kevin McMillan is director of accounting
services at Fiondella Milone & LaSaracina LLP
(also known as FML) in Glastonbury, Conn.
He brings more than a dozen years of public
accounting experience, as well as three years
working internally at a Fortune 500 corporation
in the aerospace and advanced manufacturing
industry. McMillan has been with FML for more
than seven years and works within the firm’s ac-
counting services practice — specifically with
not-for profit, professional service, technol-
ogy, and manufacturing industries, along with
companies in the early stages of operations. He
previously worked within FMLs audit practice,
an experience that allows him to evaluate client
needs in a comprehensive manner.

Classical Guitarist and
Student Concert

Classical guitarist Gustavo Fernandez and
sixth-grade instrumental students from Marl-
borough Elementary School, under the direc-
tion of Donna Arseneault, will present a concert
on Thursday, Nov. 20, at 6 p.m., at Marlborough
Arts Center, 231 North Main St.

Donations will be accepted at the door.

Marlborough Arts Center is a nonprofit re-
gional center for the fine arts, performing arts,
and fine crafts.

Veterans/Seniors

Thanksgiving Dinner

American Legion 197 will host the Vet-
erans/Seniors Thanksgiving Dinner 2025
on Sunday, Nov. 23, from 1-3 p.m., at
American Legion Post 197, located at 128
East Hampton Rd. (Route 66) in Marlbor-
ough.

All veterans and seniors from East
Hampton and Marlborough are welcome.

RSVP is required by Thursday, Nov. 20,
by calling 860-295-7810.

SeiblH T
Kevin McMillan

McMillan earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in accounting from the University of
Connecticut, and is a member of both the Con-
necticut Society of CPAs and the American In-
stitute of Certified Public Accountants. He lives
in Marlborough with his wife, Crystal, and their
two sons.

Holiday Craft Fair

American Legion Post 197 in Marlborough
will host a Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, Nov, 29,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at the post, located at 128
East Hampton Rd., Route 66.

All are invited to come support local vendors
for some holiday shopping. There will be raffles,
snacks, and refreshments for purchase.

RHAM Girl Scouts will hold their annual Children’s Holiday Craft Faur Dec. 6.
Pictured at last year’s fair are members of Marlborough Girl Scout Troop 61097.

Girl Scouts Holiday Craft Fair

RHAM Girl Scouts will hold their 31st annual
Children’s Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 9 a.m.-noon, in the Marlborough Elemen-
tary School community room.

Scouts are busy putting the finishing touches
on their unique, handmade items that will be
available for purchase at the fair.

Open to the public, the fair is the ideal holi-
day shopping destination for ages 2 to 102. All
items are priced at $10 or under, and each pur-
chase comes with free gift wrapping.

The Children’s Holiday Craft Fair is Connect-
icut’s only event where young children can shop
for gifts, on their own, for their favorite people
and pets. Older Girl Scouts will be ready to as-
sist the youngest shoppers with gift selections
and financial transactions. Children should

bring a list of who to buy for and some money
to purchase holiday presents for their friends
and loved ones. Shoppers of all ages are always
proud to purchase gifts on their own for their
favorite people.

Family members can watch from afar or relax
in the cafeteria while young shoppers pick out
the perfect gifts. There will also be a bake sale
in the school cafeteria with a selection of baked
items for shoppers and their families to enjoy.
Free drinks will also be available. This year, the
Girl Scouts will also be collecting non-perish-
able donations for the Hebron and Marlborough
food banks to help members of the community.

All craft fair proceeds go directly to the lo-
cal troops for activities and community service
projects.

UG P
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congre-
gational Church, located at 35 South Main St.,
is held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast
live every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org
and recorded for later viewing. Church pastor
is the Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is pro-
vided downstairs in the nursery but children
are always welcome at the worship service.
Sunday school is open to all children in the
community for children ages 3 through grade
8. Contact Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@
marlcongchurch.org for more information.

Nov. 16: The service will feature the Joyful
Blue Bluegrass Band who will lead parishio-
ners in handclapping, sing-along music along
with a special musical piece performed by the
group. The service will be led by Seaver.

Bible Study is led by Seaver and meets
Thursdays at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. upstairs in
the lounge. All are welcome.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly
meetings: Wednesdays at noon and Thurs-
days at 5:30 p.m. in the Youth Room and
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Community
Fellowship Hall. ACA meets Tuesdays at 7
p.m. in the Youth Room.

Stretch and Strength for seniors, led by
certified instructor Barbara LeBlanc, is held
Fridays at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes

Congregational Church News & Notes

Lounge. The weekly drop-in fee is $25.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the nar-
thex for Sunday worshippers to bring dona-
tions. A luncheon for Florence Lord Housing
residents is held monthly. The church-spon-
sored Drive Thru Café, for Marlborough
Food Bank clients and their families, will be
Sunday, Nov. 30. Free tickets are available at
the food bank.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on
the ground floor with easy access from the
parking lot, is open for sales and donations
Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays from
10 am.-1 p.m. The eBay store is open year-
round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirm-
ing faith community and all are welcome. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but
free-will giving boxes are found by the doors
in the sanctuary; people can also donate via
a QR code in the pew racks or through the
church website. For more information on the
church or its programs, call Seaver’s direct
line at 860-295-0432, email her at pastorval@
marlcongchurch.org, or contact the church
office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Discovery Zone I.eqmmg Genter

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

Hebron
860-228-3952

45 Pendleton Dr.

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

[ HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3 |

RE2-28-25

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

RE6-18-21
I




Page 12

NEWS BULLETIN ¢« November 14, 2025

East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton « East Hampton

f

EED "

The Winning Ticket... East Hampton Lions Club Scholarship Chairman Tom
Denman and Lions District 23C Cabinet Secretary Teri Schlosser hold the win-
ning ticket to this year’s raffle. The East Hampton Lions say thanks to all who
bought tickets.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St.,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: LibrarYoga: Tuesday, Nov.
18, 6:30 p.m. Yoga 200 Certified instructor
Amie Meacham leads an hour of gentle yoga
for adults in the Library Community Room. All
levels welcome; bring your own mat if you have
one and wear comfy clothes.

Book Club: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30 p.m.
Copies of the current month’s book are avail-
able at the circulation desk. This month’s book
is My Side of the River by Elizabeth Camarillo
Gutierrez.

Teen Programs: Teen Advisory Board:
Grades 8-12: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 6 p.m. Take a
leadership role in shaping how the library serves
teens. Help plan programs, improve the Teen
Space, and more.

Children’s Program: Animal Hybrids with
the GIANT Room!: Saturday, Nov. 15, 11 a.m.-

b5

Kenneth Barber, Esq.

John H. Porter, Esq.

1 p.m. The library will partner with the GIANT
Room to combine STEM skills and creativity
in this hands-on workshop where you’ll design
your own animal hybrids and turn them into
real, printed trading cards. Cards will be avail-
able for pickup a few weeks after the event.
Registration is required, but families can drop
in any time to participate. Please register just
one member of your family; this program is for
all ages and your registration covers the whole
group.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Grades K-3: Tues-
day, Nov. 18, 4:30 p.m. Readers will be assigned
a 15-minute time slot between 4:30 p.m. and
5:30 p.m. to read to Jovie, a certified therapy
dog.

ETEMtastic: Recycle City for Grades 1-5:
Monday, Nov. 24, 4-6 p.m. Grades 1-5 are invit-
ed to this drop-in program all about recycling,
featuring hands-on activities.

DIY Days for Grades K-8: Saturday, Nov. 29,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game,
or treat together. No registration required; just
drop in.

Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

Ask not what your
country can do for you —
ask what you can do for

your country.”
—John E Kennedy

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

K Visit us on Facebook

Rotary Participating in Thanksgiving Drive

For 22 years, the Liberty Bank Rotary Club
Thanksgiving Drive has helped local families
during the holiday season. That tradition con-
tinues as Liberty Bank, the Community Foun-
dation of Middlesex County and 41 rotary clubs
again team up to raise money for the cause. This
year’s drive will end Nov. 17 at 3 p.m.

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary
Club is among the clubs participating.

In addition to providing warm meals this

Thanksgiving, donations made to the drive will
help stock local food pantries for the winter
months. Monetary donations can be made on-
line at www.middlesexcountycf.org, or by mail-
ing a check to the Community Foundation of
Middlesex County, 49 Main St., Middletown,
CT 06457. Please include the name of the rotary
club that will benefit from the donation in the
memo line.

Free Breakfast with Santa

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary
Club will hold its annual Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 7:30-11 a.m., at the East
Hampton High School cafeteria, located at 15
North Maple St.

As in the past, free breakfast will be served
to all that attend and the children will be able
to have a picture taken with Santa Claus as a
keepsake. There will also be face-painting and
other children’s activities provided by the East

Hampton High School Interact Club.

While breakfast is free, those planning to at-
tend are asked to consider donating non-per-
ishable food items for the East Hampton and
Marlborough food banks. Monetary donations
to support the food and fuel banks in each town
will also be accepted.

For more information, call Kyle at 860-455-
3192 or follow on Facebook at East Hampton/
Marlborough Connecticut Rotary Club.

New Puppy Training Program

Paws-n-Heel Dog Training Center in East
Hampton is administering a new American
Kennel Club (AKC) training program geared
towards puppies and their owners.

The AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Program rewards
responsible owners who take the time to train
and socialize their new puppies. S.T.A.R. stands
for Socialization, Training, Activity and a Re-
sponsible owner, all things a puppy needs to
have a good life.

The AKC S.T.A.R Puppy Program teaches
dogs and their owners the first important steps
to becoming responsible members of the com-
munity, said Michelle Larson.

“It is our hope to diminish the number of
dogs relinquished to shelters through the edu-
cation offered by the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Pro-
gram,” Larson said. “Early training and social-

ization are key to having a well-behaved dog”

To get started, owners enroll in the Puppy
Kindergarten class instructed by Paws-n-Heel

Dog Training Center. Classes will include
training tips for puppy-owners - such as how
to housetrain and lessons on practical skills for
puppies such as coming when called. The pro-
gram is open to all dogs.

At the end of the course, the instructor will
administer the test and upon passing, owners

and their puppies will be enrolled in the AKC
S.T.A.R. Puppy Program and will receive the
Puppy Package including a certificate, Puppy
Medal, Puppy Handbook, and more.

To sign up for classes, visit: paws-n-heeldog-
training.com. For more information on AKC
S.T.A.R. Puppy, see: akc.org/starpuppy.

Community Supports TANGO2 Research at Banquet

The fifth biennial TANGO2 Banquet & Auc-
tion, held recently in Cromwell, brought to-
gether families, friends, and supporters for an
evening of connection, remembrance, and hope
in the fight against TANGO2 Deficiency Disor-
der (TDD).

With 170 attendees and more than $50,000
raised, the event advanced critical research and
strengthened support for families affected by
this rare disease.

The banquet was hosted by Kasha and Mike
Morris, who founded the TANGO2 Research
Foundation in late 2017 after their then-16-
year-old son Ryan was diagnosed with a rare
genetic disease called TANGO2 Deficiency Dis-
ease (TDD). Ryan Morris is a 2020 graduate of
East Hampton High School.

A TANGO?2 angel mom who traveled from
Texas, reflected on the meaning of the gather-
ing:
“It's my third time attending the banquet, and

Helping Hands

Helping Hands is open again on the first
and third Saturdays of each month, from
9-11 a.m., at 27 Skinner St.

Helping Hands offers free clothing,
household items, toys, books etc. to anyone
in need.

Donations are only accepted on the Sat-
urdays Helping Hands is open, from 9-11
a.m., and on the Thursdays of the week it is
open, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information, call Beth Cun-
ningham at 860-365-1054.

Christmas Bazaar

The Second Congregational Church of Mid-
dle Haddam, at 52 Middle Haddam Rd., Middle
Haddam, will host its annual Christmas Bazaar
on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Bazaar offerings will include baked goods,
peanuts, Rada cutlery, a silent auction and
Christmas tag sale items.

A light lunch of sandwiches, desserts, coffee,
tea and punch will also be served.

Art on Display

Local artist Valerie Stockburger will display
her oil paintings at Town Hall during Novem-
ber.

Stockburger is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Art Association, the Glastonbury Art Asso-
ciation, and Gallery 53 in Meriden.

All are invited to stop by for a viewing of her
art display during Town Hall hours.

I feel there is a lot of love here. I appreciate that
they never forget my son Sammy. He may not be
here, but when I show up in that room, it makes
me feel like he is. And that’s why I show up for
the Morris family”

This year marks the Morris family’s eighth
year leading the TANGO2 Research Founda-
tion, which recently surpassed $1 million in
direct research funding. These grants have
supported more than 30 researchers across 18
countries.

Recent milestones include expanded support
for the TANGO?2 Natural History Study, the cre-
ation of a TANGO2 Clinician Hotline, and new
partnerships with the Baylor College of Medi-
cine. Looking ahead, the foundation will host
the first-ever TANGO?2 Innovation Summit in
2026 in Houston, Texas - bringing together ex-
perts from around the world to collaborate on
care guidelines and future research.

EHMS Basketball and
Cheerleading

East Hampton Middle School student/
athletes who are interested in trying-out for
boys” basketball, girls’ basketball or cheerlead-
ing teams can register online through Arbiter
Sports Registration.

Athletes must have a physical within a
13-month period in order to try out. The dead-
line for registration is Sunday, Nov. 26.

For further information, call EHMS athletic
director Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North Ma-
ple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and games start
at 6:30 p.m. There are cash prizes.

Pre-order a fresh homemade sandwich to eat
or a drink in the bar to be served during inter-
mission.

YOUR AD

Should Be Here!

CALL US AT:
860-633-4691
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In an effort to save one of the oldest mili-
tary organizations in East Hampton, Ameri-
can Legion Post 64 is inviting any interested
veteran to join. Young or old are eligible; all
you need to have completed is basic training.

The purpose of this organization is to pro-

Veterans Sought for American Legion

vide outreach to veterans, offer scholarships
to new recruits, and support the Rocky Hill
State Veterans Healthcare Center.

Post 64 currently meets bi-monthly at the
East Hampton VFW at 20 North Maple St. Its
next meeting is Wednesday, Nov. 19, at 7 p.m.

Diecast Collectors Unite!

On Sunday, Nov. 23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at
VFW Post 5095, diecast enthusiasts from across
the region will gather for a day of collecting,
trading, buying, and browsing.

Vendor set-up begins at 7 a.m., with tables
available at $20 per spot. Spectators can join in
on the fun after 9 a.m. for a $2 entry fee.

The kitchen will be open, serving breakfast

sandwiches and a selection of lunch items.
Meanwhile, the Post Canteen will serve drinks
from 9 a.m. until close.

Proceeds from the show will benefit local vet-
erans and VFW Post 5095.

For additional information, vendor reserva-
tions, or general inquiries, please contact Tom-
my Cruz at 203-600-9635 directly.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at
the rear of the church.

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at

bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Celebration Coffee Hour: A special coffee
hour will be held to celebrate the end of the
Stewardship drive after the worship service on
Nov. 23.

Thanksgiving Baskets: Food items for the
four Thanksgiving baskets are due Nov. 23.
There is still time to sign up to bring a donation.
Check the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Wreaths Across America to Return

Fowler-Dix-Park Post & Auxiliary 5095 is
looking for sponsors for its Wreaths Across
America wreath-laying event in December.
Sponsorships are due today.

Wreaths Across America is a worldwide event
honoring veterans with the laying of a wreath
on their headstone or marker. East Hampton’s
ceremony will take place at the Book of Names
Memorial, located across the street from the
VFW Post at 20 North Maple St., on Saturday,
Dec. 13, at noon. Seventeen wreaths are placed
during the ceremony, one for each branch of the
service, a Prisoner of War/Missing in Action,
one in memory and honor of Governor William
O’Neil, one for each of the Auxiliary’s ‘adopted’
eight forgotten soldiers who are buried in the
Middletown State Veterans’ Cemetery.

The VFW Auxiliary is asking the public to

sponsor additional wreaths to be placed at
various soldiers’ gravesites in all 12 cemeteries
in town. Sponsors are asked to donate $17 per
wreath to help provide as many wreaths as pos-
sible. As volunteers place a wreath on a soldier’s
grave, they repeat the soldiers’ name aloud.

One can sponsor a wreath by sending a spon-
sorship form to VFW Auxiliary 5095, 20 N.
Maple St., East Hampton, CT 06424. Checks
should be made out to “VFW Auxiliary 5095”
with “WAA” on the memo line. Forms can be
found at the Post and East Hampton Public
Library. In lieu of a form, send name, address,
phone, email, the number of sponsored wreaths
at $17 each with a check to the above address.

All forms should be returned by Nov. 11.

To learn more about Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca, visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Foster Child Gifts: The collection of gifts
for foster children must be done by Dec. 7. The
gifts must be new in its original packing and not
wrapped.

Operation Christmas Child: This is a proj-
ect of Samaritan’s Purse that delivers shoeboxes
filled with school supplies, hygiene items, toys,
and sports equipment to children who live in
difficult circumstances. The church welcomes
community participation in this project. The
boxes are available in the church office and need
to be returned by Nov. 16.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn
to help explain the meaning of the message

Thanksgiving Dinner

for Local Seniors

VFW Post 5095 invites East Hampton seniors
to a festive Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday,
Nov. 16, beginning at 1 p.m. The celebration
will be held at the Post Hall, located at 20 North
Maple St.

Sign-up sheets are available at the following
locations: East Hampton Senior Center; Cha-
tham Acres and Bellwood Court senior hous-
ing; VFW Post 5095; and Town Hall

For questions or to sign up directly, call the
post at 860-267-8837.

Veterans/Seniors

ThanksgIVIng Dinner

American Legion 197 will host the Veter-
ans/Seniors Thanksgiving Dinner 2025 on
Sunday, Nov. 23, from 1-3 p.m., at Ameri-
can Legion Post 197, located at 128 East
Hampton Rd. (Route 66) in Marlborough.

All veterans and seniors from East Hamp-
ton and Marlborough are welcome.

RSVP is required by Thursday, Nov. 20,
by calling 860-295-7810.

topic.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
though Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals are held Wednes-
days at 6:30 p.m. New members are always wel-
come.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of
Psalms.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will
be Thursday, Dec. 11, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

\\

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-267-9904

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com

Schedule your
appointment at:

EAST HAMPTON
” FAMILY DENTAL

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

« Personalized Dental Care

« Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

« Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience
Emergency Same Day Appointments
Flexible Payment Options

The works of East Hampton resident Betsy Rich - including the ones seen here - will

be displayed at Middle Haddam Public Library all month, with an artist’s reception

planned for next Friday, Nov. 14.

Resident’s Art on Display

Lifelong East Hampton resident Betsy Rich
has her artwork currently on display at the Mid-
dle Haddam Public Library. The exhibit will run
through November, with an Artist's Reception
on Friday, Nov. 14, from 4-6 p.m.

Rich began painting at age 6 and knew she
was on to something when she won an ice cream
sundae as a prize for one of her paintings from

a local dairy. She has been painting ever since.

Rich holds two associate’s degrees, in com-
mercial art and fine art, from Middlesex Com-
munity College and a Bachelor of Science
degree in graphic design from Charter Oak
College. Her subjects include nature/landscapes
and animals — mostly her beloved pets. She en-
joys painting with oil and watercolors.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Knit So As To Turn Water: The History of
New England’s Maritime Knitting: Saturday,
Nov. 15, 5 p.m. Presented by the Dirty Blue
Shirts, an experiential history collective of liv-
ing historians, scholars, and artists from eastern
Connecticut. Call the library to register.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Nov. 21, from 6 to
8 p.m. Share your talent or just come and listen
to music. Performers, call the library to register.

Chatham Community Chess Club is Back:
Wednesdays, Nov. 19, Dec. 6 and Dec. 17, 6-9
p.m., for all ages and skill levels welcome; les-
sons available. For more information, contact

LIKE
US ON

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

RE3-26-21

East Hampton

A‘CE Hardware

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;
Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

pjhoffmani@juno.com

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but
stop by during regular library hours and staff
will put the kettle on.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Saturday Family Yoga with Kathleen: The
first Saturday of each month at 11 a.m. Cost is
$12 to drop in for two people and $3 for each
additional person. Register by emailing zenlo-
tus860@yahoo.com

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This ‘gentle yoga’
program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost is $15 per
class. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com or calling 860-638-9097.

Wood Pellets

&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Ready for

Pick-Up or Delivery
CALL TODAY!

Portland Home

& Hardware
724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland
(860) 342-4847

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;
Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2
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Turkey Plunge Raises over $47K for Food Bank

.

T

November 8. Photo Credit: Kristen Keska
By Anne Lilburn

Over 100 people took to the chilly fall waters
of Lake Pocotopaug last Saturday for the 16th
annual East Hampton Turkey Plunge, and to-
gether they raised more than $47,000 in dona-
tions for the East Hampton Food and Fuel Bank.

The event was founded 16 years ago by East
Hamptons Crean family during a time when
they had high school-aged kids. Several years
ago, with their children now grown, the family
handed over the role of organizing and manag-
ing the event to the local Rotary Club and East
Hampton High School’s Interact Club, which
is a service club for teens that is affiliated with
Rotary.

East Hampton High School teacher and In-
teract Club advisor Kristen Keska has been in-
volved since the first year. These days, she says
she organizes the event with a lot of help from
some very motivated students, who were there
to help her by picking up donations, choosing
T-shirt colors, and putting up signs, all while
fundraising themselves for the event.

Keska said that, in addition to the Inter-
act Club students, other student groups also
formed fundraising teams, with different clubs
or classes working together to collect donations
and compete to raise the most money. Forty-five

~ Over 100 plungers took to the waters at this year’s East Hampton Turkey Punge on

students got in the water, she said, and the top
student fundraiser was Juliana Ware, who raised
$500. The top over-18 fundraiser was Pete Ev-
ans, who Keska said raised $3000, in the form of
cash, gift cards and sponsorships.

Overall, plungers had raised $38,000 by the
day of the event, and sponsor Liberty Bank
made a 25% matching donation to put the to-
tal over $47,000. With that said, Keska said that
donations were still trickling in even after the
event.

Keska said the whole school community got
involved. She said she was one of at least seven
EHHS teachers in the water, and while over 100
people got in the water, an even bigger crowd
gathered to cheer them on and support the
cause. The mood was one of fun and celebra-
tion, even as they raised funds for an important
cause.

Participants ranged in age from the young-
est attendee, a 2-year-old boy named Colt, who
won the “Littlest Gobbler” award and whose
entire family dressed as pilgrims, to the oldest
plunger, 77-year-old Lynn Miller, who won the
“Most Overcooked Turkey” prize.

East Hampton residents and friends Margaret
Wilcox and Maria Tralongo attended the event
for the second time this year, and came dressed

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Luther-
an Church, located at 1 East High St., are held
Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school ev-
ery week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-ac-
cessible by using the lift.

Upcoming Events: Tuesday, Nov. 18,
Thanksgiving service, 6-7 p.m. Bring an item

Bethlehem Lutheran Church News

for the Food Bank.

Jingle Bell Craft Fair and Stuff-A-Cruiser:
Saturday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Christmas Carols: Sunday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m.

For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

accepting Credit Cards
860-267-0431

Family Owned & Operated
Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

&
Quedity Uped

BRC

Auto & Truck
Farls

L

ook Today
860-267-7140 .

24 0ld Coach Road; Eas-t Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com
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Tuning,
Repairs &

Cleaning

Contact
TED WILLIAMS

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPiano Tuning.com
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© As they did last year, Maria Tralono and Margaret Wilcox took the Pocoop

g

plunge - and this time they were dressed as pilgrims.

as pilgrims.

Tralongo said it was an upgrade from the tur-
key costumes they wore last year, because they
got to “show off our buckles,” she joked.

“It’s always good to have a buckle as an acces-
sory, she added.

Tralongo said she enjoyed being able to have
fun at an event that was also worthwhile.

“In this time where so many families are hav-
ing trouble making ends meet,” she said, “it’s
such a good feeling to see the community come
together” She added that East Hampton was

“little, but mighty”

Wilcox agreed with her friend, and said she
had brought her grandsons, who are three and
a half and six years old, to the swim. And while
she said she had fun seeing them get involved,
Wilcox noted that she was even more inspired
by the young people she saw who were a bit
older than her grandkids.

“There were so many young high schoolers
[there],” she said, adding that “It’s rewarding to
see the younger generation embracing commu-
nity giving”

Ag Science & Tech Open House

Middletown High School boasts the public
school choice program Middletown Agriculture
Science & Technology - and applications are
now being accepted for the 2026-27 school year.

In addition, there will be an Open House for
prospective students on Wednesday, Nov. 18, at
6:30 p.m. at the Agriculture Science & Technol-
ogy Center at Middletown High School, 200
LaRosa Lane, Middletown. The program will
feature a presentation followed by an interactive,
guided tour of the Ag facility.

The Middletown Agriculture Science program

Turkey Shoot
This Sunda

The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will hold
Turkey Shoots Sunday, Nov. 23, from 10
a.m.-2 p.m., on the club grounds off of Tar-
tia Road, which is off of Route 16. (Follow
the signs.)

Bring your own shotgun or one will be
provided. Gauge is 20 and 12. The club will
supply the shells. Cost is $4 a shot.

Refreshments will be available. For more

information, call Kurley at 860-638-7221.

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 OR 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

RE11-6-20
I

offers an individualized, hands-on learning ex-
perience with all the benefits and academic rigor
of a comprehensive high school education. The
curriculum offers instruction in animal & vet-
erinary science, plant science, natural resources,
and agricultural engineering & mechanics.

High school students from the Rivereast towns
of Portland and East Hampton are eligible to ap-
ply for the program. All tuition and transporta-
tion costs are provided by the sending town.

For more information about the Middletown
Agriculture Science and Technology Program, call
860-704-4594, email nescim@mpsct.org, or visit
mhs.middletownschools.org/o/mhs/page/ag-sci.

Congregational Church
News & Notes

East Hampton Congregational Church is lo-
cated at 59 Main St. Sunday services are at 10
a.m. The Rev. Robin Blundon is the interim
minister. Sunday School is provided for chil-
dren and coftee hour is directly after service for
fellowship.

For more information about the church and
its activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959. Office hours are Monday
and Wednesday, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

PTO Meets Monthly

All are invited to attend the monthly East
Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meetings
are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and childcare is pro-
vided. The schedule for the 2025-26 school year is:

12/15, Center School; 1/12/26, Memorial
School; 2/9/26, Center School; 3/16/26, Memorial
School; 4/20/26, Center School; 5/18/26, Memo-
rial School.

More members are always needed, whether its
helping with decorations for celebrations such
as dances or stepping up ceremonies, organizing
fundraisers, volunteering at events, supporting
our teachers, staff and admin or sharing ideas and
making change.

There is no need to sign up; just come when you
can.
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By Anne Lilburn

The East Hampton Commission on Aging’s
Home and Health Expo took place on Saturday,
Nov. 8, at Town Hall, and the building was filled
with seminars, fitness classes and exhibitors
ready to talk with seniors about a wide range
of topics related to healthy living, from aging in
place to staying fit.

Commission on Aging member Cookie
Mankowski was one of the organizers of the
event, along with fellow Health and Well-
ness Working Group member Kathy Megan.
Mankowski said that the two women had been
discussing planning a health fair since early last
year.

“We're always trying to think of ways to be
positive and creative in addressing the needs of
older adults in our community;” she said, “and a
couple of big things that we know, just statisti-
cally, is that social isolation and the lack of social
support are two impediments to healthy aging.
And so we say, okay, how do you address that?”

Mankowski said that while planning the
event, she and Megan realized that another
working group focused on housing was also
looking to host an event. The two teams joined
forces and worked to create a comprehensive
event that focused on living well in one’s senior
years.

One hundred thirty-five people showed up to
the fair on Saturday to hear lectures on a variety
of topics ranging from mental health to long-
term care and Medicaid planning. In one room,
more than a dozen different organizations and
businesses were represented, from sound heal-

ing and Reiki experts, to chiropractors to home
health care organizations.

One person who spoke with a lot of people
that day was Mairead Painter, Connecticut’s
State Long Term Care Ombudsman. Painter
said she heard from both seniors and caregivers
at the event.

“I think the biggest thing we heard across the
board,” she said, “was that people want to be
able to remain in their community of origin, so
not to have to go somewhere else to find hous-
ing, not to have to go somewhere else to find
home health care”

Painter said she was happy to see people be-
ing proactive about their plans for where they
wanted to live as they aged, and encouraged
people to contact their local area agency on ag-
ing, which in East Hampton is Senior Resources
Agency on Aging.

She said they can do an assessment and deter-
mine what resources a person may qualify for
that might allow them to stay in their home.

She also cautioned people not to make big
moves like giving up their home or reducing
assets until they have talked to the agency and
done their research to determine if that is the
best or only option for them. She likened it
to the research one does before applying for a
home or car loan.

“People should plan early on,” she said.
“That’s why I loved the fact that there were so
many people there getting information before
they ever need it, so that they’re fully informed,
or at least starting to get informed.”

Garden Club Wreath-Making

The Belltown Garden Club will meet at the
Congregational Church of East Hampton, 59
Main St., on Monday, Nov. 24, from 5:30-8:30
p.m., for its annual wreath- and garland-mak-
ing event. Members are reminded to bring an
assortment of greens and evergreens, gloves and
wire cutters.

The wreaths and garland being assembled

will be displayed at the Comstock Bridge, East
Hampton Library and the town gazebo.

Additionally, the club will make live green ta-
ble centerpieces that will be sold at the public li-
brary as a fundraiser during the holiday season.

This event is open to the public, and all are
welcome. For more information, call Donna
Marsden at 860-267-2853.

Nominations Sought for Humanitarian of the Year

The East Hampton Lions Club is seeking
nominations for its 2026 Humanitarian of the
Year, who will be honored at the Lions District
23-C Annual Humanitarian Banquet on Jan. 18,
2026.

Each year, the East Hampton Lions recog-
nize an individual who exemplifies compassion,
generosity, and a strong commitment to serv-
ing others. The nominee must either live in East
Hampton or have performed humanitarian acts
that have made a meaningful impact within the
East Hampton community.

Community members are invited to submit

a one-page letter explaining why they believe
their nominee deserves to be recognized as this
year’s Humanitarian of the Year.

Nomination letters should be mailed to: East
Hampton Lions Club, P.O. Box 153, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424.

Letters should include the nominee’s name,
contact information, and a description of their
contributions or service that demonstrate why
they should be honored.

The deadline for submissions is Dec. 1.

For additional information, call Lion Mary
Krogh at 860-977-5760.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study, monthly men’s
and women’s groups, and more.

Are You 552: The new minimum age to join
the East Hampton Senior Center is now 55. Stop
by to join, take a tour and learn about programs
and services. Also, new carpets are coming! Stay
tuned for information on senior center hours
during the installation period.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Nov.
17, 9 a.m.,, at Air Line State Park, 69 Smith St.
All paces welcome.

Floral Arranging with Old Bank Flowers &
Greenery: Monday, Nov. 17, 10:30 a.m. Cost is
$8. Register in person.

Blood Pressure Readings: Monday, Nov. 17,
12:30 p.m. Offered by Chatham Health. Drop-
ins welcome.

Book Club: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m.,
featuring The Mostly True Story of Tanner and
Louise by Colleen Oakley.

Design & Create: Thursday, Nov. 20, 1:30
p.m.

The Script Society: Thursday, Nov. 20, 2:30

p-m. Join actress and director Val Bozzi for this
monthly program where participants bring sto-
ries to life by reading and exploring a variety of
scripts together. No experience needed.

Family Tree: Friday, Nov. 21, 10:30 a.m.
Learn more about your family history through
this interactive workshop with Ken Doney.
Bring laptop, iPad or cell phone to the class.

Drum Circle with Mark Zurillo: Friday,
Nov. 21, 1:30 p.m. All are invited to this inter-
active class with an experienced drumming
leader. Cost is $3.

Trips: Tour the State Capitol: Wednesday,
Dec. 3, departing at 10:30 a.m. for an 11 a.m.
guided walking tour of the state capitol in Hart-
ford, followed by lunch on your own at the Leg-
islative Office Building and a visit from state
Rep. Irene Haines (R-34). Cost is a $4 bus do-
nation.

White Christmas the Musical at the Good-
speed Opera House: Thursday, Dec. 4, depart-
ing the Senior Center at 1 p.m. for a 2 p.m. mati-
nee. Cost is $70 for the ticket and bus donation.
Register in person.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are
needed to answer phones and grocery shop for
senior center members. Stop by the center Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to fill out
the volunteer form. Call 860-267-4426 for more
information.

RTC Meets Next Week

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee will meet at The Dublin at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 18. All Republicans are invited
to come learn about volunteer opportunities
in the community.

For more information, email ehctgop@
gmail.com or visit www.easthamptonrtc.com.

Commission on Aging Vice Chair and event
co-organizer Cindy Craig said she was hap-
py with the turnout. She mentioned that she
thought one of the most important lectures of
the day was from the town’s first responders,
who emphasized that residents should always
feel comfortable calling for help.

And while some of the exhibitors and lectures
may have taken on a serious tone, there was also
plenty of fun to be had. There were fitness and
yoga classes at the event, and in one room, per-
sonal trainer Mary Henderson, who teaches
classes at the East Hampton Senior Center, talk-
ed about the importance of strength training for
seniors, especially women.

“I highly, highly, highly recommend you lift
weights,” she told a group of three women who
had showed up for her class. Henderson then
led the group through an exercise class using ex-

Healthy Aging Event Draws Crowds

ercise bands, which she said were a great option.
The women also did wall and chair pushups, as
well as lunges.

“Resistance training doesn't have to mean
dumbbells,” she told the group, adding that
people should keep revising their goals so they
continually make progress and stay challenged.
She emphasized movements, like biceps curls,
that mimicked moves that people would use
around the house to do things like lift a pot, for
example.

Mankowski said that, overall, she thought the
event was very successful,

“I was kind of perusing all over the place, sit-
ting in on talks and talking to people,” she said,
“and everybody was just 100% enthused. People
were just thanking us, like, “Thanks for doing
this. Oh my God, this was great, thanks for do-
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ing this!

The East Hampton Quilt Project is sell-
ing raffle tickets for a 62” x 62” quilt, created
by local women. Proceeds benefit the East
Hampton Food Bank.

The quilt depicts 12 sites in East Hampton.
The raffle tickets sell for $10 each or 3/$25.
Buyers can pay cash or use Venmo. Tickets are
being sold until mid-November at Paul’s and
Sandy’s Too, East Hampton Public Library,

Quilt Project to Benefit the Food Bank

Old Bank, and The Hairitage. The quilt will be
displayed at various times at the library.

The drawing will be on Nov. 22 at 10 a.m. at
the Food Bank.

For continuous updated information on
when and where tickets will be sold, visit sites.
google.com/view/easthamptonquiltproject/
home.

St. Patrick Church News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul IT Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at

St. Bridget.

Christmas Bazaar: St. Patrick Church is
hosting a Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov.
8, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at St. Patrick Parish
Center. Come and shop for all kinds of Christ-
mas items. Take a chance on the many basket
raffles, browse the display of jewelry and treat
yourself or a neighbor at the bake sale or come
for lunch.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For
full program descriptions or more information,
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Thanksgiving Table Workshop - A DIY
Workshop for Your Holiday Table: At Town
Hall Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30-8 p.m. Cost is
$35. In this hands-on workshop, create your
own stenciled table runner and decorate sea-
sonal candles in glass.

Holiday Wreath Workshop: Monday, Dec.
1, at Jessica’s Garden in Marlborough. There are
two sessions to choose from: one from 4-5:30
p.m. and one from 6:30-8 p.m. Fee is $35. Gather
your friends and design a holiday wreath. Parks
and Rec. will have a curated selection of fresh ev-
ergreens, pinecones, ribbons, accents, and holly
for you to adorn your wreath to your own style.
All materials are provided. BYOB and snacks.

Belltown Holiday Market: At Town Hall
Thursday, Dec. 4, 5-8 p.m. This community
event brings together local crafters, artisans,
and food vendors. Discover one-of-a-kind
handmade gifts, explore seasonal treats to take
home, and enjoy the warm spirit of the season.
Admission is free.

Wolf Pack Tickets Now Available: At Peo-
plesBank Arena in Hartford (formerly XL Cen-
ter) on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, from 6-8 p.m.
Tickets are $25 each and are in the lower level,
Section 109. Register online.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School
(Grades K-3) - Dragon Slayers Obstacle Chal-
lenge!: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Climb,
crawl, jump and dash your way through the
challenge. Cost is $25.

Dragon Scale Slime: Tuesday, Nov. 25, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Make your own glittery, gooey dragon
scale slime to play with and take home. Cost is $25.
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Support Sought for Joshua’s Mission

Joshuas Mission has been participating with
Wreaths Across America since 2015 - and is
looking for support again this year.

Josh Abbott, now a Portland High School se-
nior, has continued his mission for 10 years making
sure local veterans are always remembered. Every,
year wreaths are laid at veterans graves throughout
the United States on the national wreath-laying

Toys for Tots

The Town of Portland Garage is assisting the
U.S. Marines in its annual Toys for Tots cam-
paign, which started Oct. 1 and runs through
Dec. 15.

All are asked to donate new, unwrapped toys
to children in need. Donation location: Port-
land Town Garage, 505 Glastonbury Tpke.

Town-Wide
Thanksgiving Service

The annual town-wide Thanksgiving
service will be hosted this year at Zion
Lutheran Church on Sunday, Nov. 23, at 2
p.m., at the church, located at 183 William
St. All are welcome.

The speaker will be from Caritas Im-
migration Legal Services in Middletown.
Monetary donations will be collected for
the Legal Services agency, as well as food
donations for the Food Bank in town.

day, which this year is Dec. 13. Joshua’s Mission
is looking for sponsors to purchase wreaths to be
laid at the Connecticut State Veterans Cemetery in
Middletown on that day.

Wreaths can be purchased for $17 each, or buy
two for $34 and get the third one free. Checks
can be made out to Wreaths Across America
and mailed to Joshua’s Mission, 50 Fairview St.,
Portland, CT 06480 before Nov. 30. Donations
can also be made by visiting his Facebook page
“Joshua’s Mission” and clicking on the link there
to go directly to his Wreaths Across America
website page to pay by credit card.

All are invited to participate in helping place
the wreaths on Saturday, Dec. 13, at noon.

Service of Lessons
and Carols

All are invited to join the parish music and
lector ministries at Saint Mary Church, 45 Free-
stone Ave., on Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m., for a
Service of Lessons and Carols.

Listen to readings from Scripture and season-
al choral music, sing beloved Christmas carols,
and help neighbors in need by bringing items to
be donated to the Portland Food Bank (sham-
poo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, small
size dish soap/laundry detergent and men’s and
womens warm socks).

Enjoy a reception and fellowship following
the service.
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By Anne Lilburn

Portland High School sophomores honored
Veterans Day a few days early this year, with the
school continuing its annual tradition of host-
ing local veterans and current service members
to come talk with the students about their ser-
vice to the country.

Last Friday, Nov. 7, students gathered to hear
from James Stotler, a Navy veteran; Wayne Mer-
gel, who served a long career in the Air Force;
and sisters Aimee and Kristin Gondek. Aimee is
currently serving in the Army National Guard,
while Kristin is in the Army Reserves.

Stotler was once a social studies teacher at
PHS, and helped to organize the first year of
this event shortly after he had returned from a
deployment to Iraq as a Navy reservist in 2009.

Prior to the event, students worked together
in classroom groups to come up with ques-
tions to ask the service members. Social studies
teacher Mike Kenney moderated the event us-
ing the student’s questions as a guide. The ques-
tions and answers ran the gamut from practical
career advice to thoughtful discussions on ca-
maraderie among troops, readjustment to civil-
ian life, and the lingering influence of a military
career on someone’s life.

Many of the panel members emphasized the
opportunities the military had provided them.
Stotler said he appreciated that he got to “travel
and see places I wouldn’t normally have seen,”
adding that he had experiences while serving
that had “made me a better and stronger per-
son.”

Mergel, who served in the Air Force in the

Veterans Share Experiences with PHS

‘70s and ‘80s, agreed that getting to go overseas
and experience different cultures had been im-
portant to him, as was the sense of family that
he felt among the military community.

Both Gondek sisters said they were grateful
for the career opportunities that they had had
thanks to the military. Aimee is currently work-
ing as an X-ray technician in the Army National
Guard, which is a career that she hopes she may
be able to pursue in the civilian world as well,
while Kristin has been working to pursue an ad-
ditional bachelor’s degree and is also preparing
to graduate from the Department of Correc-
tions training academy, all while serving in the
Army Reserve.

On the career advice front, Mergel offered
some practical advice to students who may be
considering enlisting.

“Do your research,” he told students. “Check
all the branches and see what they offer” Mergel
added that while the career opportunities might
be there, new recruits often had to intentionally
seek them out to make sure that they were able
to pursue training in areas where their interests
lie.

One topic that provided a thoughtful mo-
ment involved acknowledging the contributions
of veterans who had come before. Mergel, who
was just entering the service at the tail end of
the Vietnam era, said he was acutely aware of
the ways that veterans had been treated by the
public in the past.

Stotler, who enlisted in 2003 and served in
Iraq, agreed, adding that “We have been treated
very well for our service, and it’s been a very

Trinity Episcopal News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Service Projects: In November, church mem-
bers will gather to bake and pack Christmas
cookies for Streetfire Ministries.

The church is open for prayer and medita-

tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4
p-m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Public Riverfront Access Progress

Portland’s Riverfront Access Committee is
looking for donations.

The committee announced that, since its
groundbreaking ceremony in October, Butler
Construction has cleared a pathway to the river,
and will soon construct a roadway with a park-
ing area near the water.

The committee said it has a state grant to cov-
er most of the initial road costs — but is asking
interested canoers, kayakers, paddleboarders,
and water & fishing enthusiasts for donations
to support the addition of picnic tables, signage,

Adult Used Coat
Collection

Freestone Council 7 Knights of Columbus,
St. Mary Church, is sponsoring an Adult Used
Coat Collection.

The Portland Food Bank has requested the lo-
cal Knights to once again sponsor a town-wide
Coat Drive this fall appealing for gently used
coats for adults.

To donate an adult used coat, a large recep-
tacle is available in the Rosary Room at the
Church of Saint Mary, 45 Freestone Ave.

3 Ay A

a ramp, plus general completion and mainte-
nance of the new park. Between now and the
end of this year Portland resident Rick Sharr
will match any donations, up to $10,000.

Send your donations to P.O. Box 402, Port-
land, CT 06480 and make the check out to the
Brownstone Quorum with the memo stating
“Riverfront Access Park” Note: your donation
is eligible for a federal income tax deduction,
as this is a 501(c)(3)c organization. Also, if you
are interested in Riverfront Access Park news,
please include your email and address.

Craft & Vendor Fair

PHS Class of 2026 Project Graduation
will hold a Craft & Vendor Fair Saturday,
Nov. 22, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at Portland
High School, 95 High St. — and vendors are
welcome.

There will be various local artisans and
small businesses offering unique handmade
gifts. If interested in being a vendor, email
phsprojectgrad@yahoo.com.
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Local veterans Kristin Gondek (Army Reserve), Aimee Gondek (Army National
Guard), James Stotler (Navy) and Wayne Mergel (Air Force), shared their experi-
ences in the military with Portland High School students. Photo Credit: Rowyn Kootz,
Portland High School Sophomore

open and accepting environment.”

He said that Veterans Day, to him, was about
the generation of vets who “didn’t get treated so
well, about those who blazed the trail”

The students who attended the presentation
said they appreciated hearing from the veterans.

“Getting insight on what it’s like to be in the
military;” said sophomore Lily Hale, “really puts
in perspective the sacrifices they make”

Sophomore Jack Hallinean said that he has
family in the military and that he had consid-
ered joining the military in the past, so he ap-
preciated the practical advice he heard at the
event, particularly as it related to careers.

Kenney and fellow sophomore social studies

teachers Sara Fogle and Ryan Ott emphasized
that the visit was a chance for students to inter-
act with veterans, but also an opportunity for
them to get a different perspective on history,
including on topics that their curriculum hasn’t
gotten to yet.

“They’re hearing from real service members
and veterans on active duty and retired, and so
that’s really cool,” Ott said, “so that later in the
year, when we get into some of the historical
foreign policy and war and all that type of stuff,
they have this to like reflect back on and con-
nect back to a little bit, just to make it a little
bit more personal, and understand how it affects
real people”

St. Mary Church will host a program en-
titled “Organize Your Life” on Thursday, Nov.
20, from 6:30-7:30 p.m., at the church, 45 Free-
stone Ave.

The program will be presented by Lynn
McPhelimy, a nationally recognized life or-
ganizer and coach, bestselling author and
speaker featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show,
NBC’s Today show, PBS, and also in The New
York Times, Chicago Tribune and Woman'’s
Day.

Organize Your Life!

McPhelimy will instruct you on how to be
prepared for emergencies, illness or loss that
can change everything in an instant. She has
a special event offer of 50% off for her best-
seller book In the Checklist of Life. Cost is $10
(cash or check). Refreshments will follow in
the church hall.

RSVP preferred but not required, by call-
ing/texting Diane Bascom at 860-985-1861 or
calling Janet Capello at 860-214-1909.

DTC Meeting Schedule, Volunteer Opportunities

The Portland Democratic Town Committee
(DTC) generally holds regular monthly meet-
ings on the last Thursday of each month at the
Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., Port-
land. Due to the Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays, however, the final two regular meet-
ings of 2025 are scheduled for Thursday, Nov.
20, and Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. both nights.
Meetings are open to all registered Democrats
in Portland.

Additionally, for Portland residents inter-
ested in becoming more involved in their com-
munity there are various opportunities to serve

on a board, commission or committee, with a
number of terms beginning in January 2026.
Any registered voter in Portland may be con-
sidered. More information is available at www.
portlandct.org under Government - Boards and
Commissions.

For more information about the Portland
DTC or to inquire about open positions on the
various boards and commissions, please send
an email to portlandctdtc@gmail.com and fol-
low on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Port-
landDemocraticCommittee.

Ag Science & Tech Open House

Middletown High School boasts the public
school choice program Middletown Agriculture
Science & Technology - and applications are
now being accepted for the 2026-27 school year.

In addition, there will be an Open House for
prospective students on Wednesday, Nov. 18, at
6:30 p.m. at the Agriculture Science & Technol-
ogy Center at Middletown High School, 200
LaRosa Lane, Middletown. The program will
feature a presentation followed by an interactive,
guided tour of the Ag facility.

o e,
“://\/‘{2’

25 SILVER STREET, PORTLAND
860-342-4273

PORTLAND
TRANSMISSION

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

o

“We Meet By ccident”

Portland, CT 06480

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520
www.portlandcollisionllc.com

RE11-6-20

The Middletown Agriculture Science program
offers an individualized, hands-on learning ex-
perience with all the benefits and academic rigor
of a comprehensive high school education. The
curriculum offers instruction in animal & vet-
erinary science, plant science, natural resources,
and agricultural engineering & mechanics.

High school students from the Rivereast towns
of Portland and East Hampton are eligible to ap-
ply for the program. All tuition and transporta-
tion costs are provided by the sending town.

For more information about the Middletown
Agriculture Science and Technology Program,
call 860-704-4594, email nescim@mpsct.org, or
visit mhs.middletownschools.org/o/mhs/page/
ag-sci.

Trinity Church
Holiday Fair

Trinity Church, located at 345 Main St.,
will hold its annual Holiday Fair Saturday,
Nov. 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Seasonal crafts and baked goods, pies
and treats, children’s crafts and activities,
crown jewels (costume jewelry) and raffles.
Also, visit with Santa and take a photo.
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Burke Brothers Twinning and Winning

By Josh Howard

Breckin and Hayden Burke have been racing
since day one.

The identical twins were born about a minute
apart with Breckin entering the world first and
Hayden making his appearance moments later.

Now seniors at Portland High School, the
all-state runners continue to race towards fin-
ish lines.

Isha Murphy, the cross-country coach at
Portland High School, said the brothers have
“elevated each other to a higher level of success
every year.

“They came from eighth grade with a strong
work ethic and had some early success as fresh-
man, and they have just continued that,” added
Murphy, who also coaches track and field at PHS.

The Burkes recently wrapped up their high
school careers on the cross-country trails with a
memorable championship season in which they
finished first and second at the Shoreline Cham-
pionship (SLC) championships on Oct. 16.

Racing at Hammonasset Beach State Park,
Breckin won the conference clash with a time of
16:13 and was followed by Hayden with a time
of 16:20.

“Shorelines were a really good experience,’
recalled Breckin. “It’s a really good reminder of
all the work we've done. It’s good to know that
all of our work paid oft”

At the Class S Division Championships on
Oct. 25, Breckin placed 2nd and Hayden was
4th. It was a similar finish at the State Open as
Breckin (26th) and Hayden (28th) crossed the
finish line within a few seconds of each other.

Prior to the championship season, Hayden
won both the Harry Geraghty Invite and the
Wickham Invite, while Breckin placed as the
runner-up in both races.

“I've told them several times that there is no
shame in finishing runner-up to your brother,”
noted Murphy, who also taught the two at PHS.
“It didn't matter if Breckin was winning or
Hayden was winning, they were both pushing
each other to be their best. They brought out the

best in each other”

With speeds that are nearly identical, the
brothers said they are competitive with the rest
of the field, but not necessarily each other.

“We both know that we can push each other
to be better;” noted Breckin.

Along with going stride for stride in races, the
Burkes do most of their training together with
the duo logging 50-60 miles per week during
peak summer training.

Hayden said the two “fuel” one another,
noting that distance running is about keeping
“good mindset”.

“It’s just about believing in yourself and put-
ting in the work,” he added.

Originally born in Middletown, the Burke
family moved to Portland when the twins first
entered grade school.

The long-distance running trait is something
they inherited from their mother, Becky, who
was a college athlete and a marathon runner.

After playing soccer and basketball dur-
ing their formative years, the brothers joined
the running teams in middle school and never
looked back.

Deb Rooth, who coached the speedy siblings
at Portland Middle School in both cross-coun-
try and track, called the twins, “Very coachable
and an absolute pleasure to work with”

Rooth joked, “My biggest hurdle with them
was telling them apart”

Once on the trails, the brothers quickly
worked up the leaderboards and became
Rooth’s pack leaders for two seasons at the mid-
dle school.

“Obviously they are very talented, but these
are the kind of kids that make coaching worth-
while,” added Rooth. “They never complained
and they did exactly what I asked them to do”

The success in middle school allowed the
Burkes to hit the ground running at PHS where
they each competed in the division champion-
ships the past four years and the State Open the
last two.

Along with earning hardware on the trails,

Plan Now for Festival of Wreaths

The Portland Historical Society is planning
its 14th annual Festival of Wreaths, “Jingle &
Mingle;” for the weekend of December 6 and 7.

With holiday decorations already in the
stores, members and friends of the society are
encouraged to keep their eyes open for “trin-
kets” that will make for a unique and special
wreath for this year’s festival. Last year over
forty wreaths and tabletop decorations were do-
nated. The possibilities for the wreaths are end-
less, the decora-tion can range from traditional
to innovative, from sophisticated to child-like.

Individuals, families, businesses, clubs and
organizations are invited to donate a deco-rated
wreath for this “tea cup” style raffle. Wreaths
can be real or artificial, can be a size and shape
of your choice and can even be made from
other materials — shells, pinecones, scrapbook
papers, candies. It can have a theme, e.g., “Glis-
tening Snowflakes” or “Forest Wonderland,” or
be decorated to attract a particular audience
— Legos or Crayolas for the younger boys and
girls or cookie cutters for the home baker. A gift
card or certificate for a service can be attached
as part of your decoration.

All wreaths should be pre-registered by
Thursday, December 4 by sending an email to:
PortlandCThistory@gmail.com.

Bereavement Support

Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.

The evening session of the group meets the
second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the church hall. The afternoon session meets the
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the church rosary
room.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Coat Drive

Zion Lutheran Church, located at 183 Wil-
liam St., will hold its second annual coat drive
to support Amazing Grace Food Pantry on Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Located in Middletown, Amazing Grace
Food Pantry services 8 towns, including Port-
land.

Prior to Nov. 8, gently used or new coats, vests
or heavy sweaters of all sizes may be dropped off
at the church. Contact the church office at 860-
342-2860 or Kathy Richards at 860-982-7624 to
make arrangements for drop-offs.

If you would like to participate but don’t have
time to create a wreath, for a donation of $30.00
an Historical Society “elf” will decorate one for
you. Your name, business or organiza-tion will
be listed as the donor. Email PortlandCThisto-
ry@gmail.com to make arrangements for a So-
ciety elf to “work” for you. If you prefer to make
a financial donation, your name will be posted
as a supporter during the event.

For the second year, the Festival of Wreaths
will be at the Grange Hall located at 17 Sage
Hollow Road. All decorations must be dropped
oft by their creators on Thursday, December 4 or
Friday, December 5. The festival will be open for
the public on Saturday and Sunday from noon
to 4 pm at the Grange Hall. On Saturday at 3pm,
the Portland High School Acapella group under
the direction of Samuel Tucker will entertain us
with holiday songs.

All proceeds from this event will be used to
further the society’s mission to preserve Port-
land’s history and to fund educational projects
for the community.

First Congregational
Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland,
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is
the Rev. Judith Cooke.

This Sunday, Nov. 16, will feature the Celebra-
tion of Gifts. Cooke will preach on “Blessed and
Blessing”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary aged children will
meet for Church School in the newly renovated
classroom, and the middle school class will meet
in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will
enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.
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Portland High School seniors Breckin Burke (left) and Hayden Burke are standout

runners for the Highlanders running program. Photo: Ron Knapp, MySportsResults.com.

they have also been standouts during the in-
door and outdoor track seasons where they are
specialized in distances and have etched their
names in the record books several times, most
recently joining forces as part of the record-
breaking 4x800 relay team last spring.

The brothers’ personalities also fit the com-
munity, noting that being from a small town has
its benefits.

“We get a lot of people congratulating us after
races, explained Breckin. “It’s a great feeling to
know that we are representing our school”

Hayden added, “We have a good team bond

and we feed off the energy being the underdogs”

Next up are the indoor and outdoor track
seasons, which will be the Burkes last chance to
compete for the Highlanders.

Both noted that as their time in Portland
is winding down, they are feeling nostalgic
about leaving the area that allowed them to take
their passion for running to new levels.

The long-term plan is to compete in college,
but the destination is still undetermined.

But one thing is for certain, the twins plan to
continue competing side by side at the collegiate
ranks.
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Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first and
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane
at 860-342-0658.

The Adult Education group is continuing its
review of The Chosen video series. Episodes are
viewed on the first and third Sunday at 10:30

a.m. Discussions will be held the second and
fourth Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Contact the church
for details.

Giving: Pull tabs are collected year-round
and donated to the Ronald McDonald “House
that Love Built,” supporting families with seri-
ously ill children. Zion recycles computer ink
cartridges to support office supplies for Sunny
Hill Preschool and Zion.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Middle School Honor Roll

Portland Middle School has announced the
honor roll for the first marking period of the
2025-26 school year.

High Honors, Grade 8: Dylan Arnold, Avery
Berard, Timothy Bolstridge, Sadie Campbell,
Cora Chenier, Miriam Clements, Leo Dean,
Maya Finkelstein, Whitney Gatto, Luz Glick-
Grappo, Lillian Hallinean, Rowan Kirsche.

Honors, Grade 8: Arianna Aquino, Caiden
Bouchard, Aleah Brown, Audrey Burton, Char-
lotte Carroll, Rory Connelly, Joshua Corriveau,
Lucas DeYoung, Rocco Glick-Grappo, Kristina
Gonzalez, Alexa Goodrich, Jack Grover, Amaya
Huff, Hannah Lamson, Aiden Lawrence, Jus-
tin Lin, Noah MacDonald, Jude Matterfis, Ana
McMicken, Christine Morse, Gabriel Ngunjiri,
Griffin Poach, Anthony Quiles, Amani Reyn-
olds, Mason Richey, Larissa Rossi, Evaliyah Sal-
cedo, Taylor Sobieski, Carmelo Spada, Juliette
Srb, Kyrinn Stone, Danica Strayhorn, Evan
Warner, Abel Wells, Easton Yardis.

High Honors: Grade 7: Hailey Briggs, Cart-
ier Brockers, Marshall Clarke, Lauren DeMer-
chant, Booker Edie, Gavin Hungerford, Kenzie
Kroeber, Ella Libera, Emma Maronde, Juliana

Martin, Benjamin Martinez, Tessa Napp, Spen-
ce Papke, Andrew Quesnel, Christian Quesnel,
Landon Richey, Sofia Rotaru, Nathan Tine,
Madison VanDeventer, Bianca Vibberts, Ray-
mond Vicino, Isabelle Vieira-LeMay, Rodney
Warren, David Williams.

Honors: Grade 7: Sophia Adamaitis, Ella
Agosta, John Bankoski, Elizabeth Barone, Co-
lette Brault, Mason Buckley, Skylar Caldwell,
Titan Caldwell, Max Campbell, Pearl Carmon,
Daniel Carpenter, Lily Cavalier, Roman Chris-
tensen, Joshua Clark, Payton Clarke, Lester
Coppola, Connor Cummings, Brayden Cun-
ningham, Izabella DeCrescenzo, Fabian DeLe-
on Ortiz, Logan DuBerry, Reid Fournier, Brady
Furtak, Landon Gallmon, Selena Gregoire,
Maya Hale, Noelle Haniewski, Emmit Koch,
James Kowalchik, Noel Lloyd, Sophia Lopez,
Zachary Martin, Joseph May, Connor McAl-
lister, Connor McKeaveney, Selma Payne, Jacob
Phelps, Samuel Pickett, Cooper Quinn, Nicho-
las Rago, Adele Rogers, Logan Schmidt, Sofia
Trojanowski, Nicholas Vibberts, Aidan Witschy,
Jasmine Wolf.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or to
register, call 860-342-6761.

Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to the
Food Bank every other Monday; the next pantry
visit will be Nov. 17.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 11/17: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 11/18: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m., Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Bears on a journey are seeking dona-
tions oflight fleece (one yard or more) for mak-
ing teddy bears for cancer patients throughout
CT. If you would like to donate, please contact
860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for
more info please contact Bivenne at bivenne@
yahoo.com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3
suggested donation (must fill out form) Menu:
sliced turkey with gravy, green bean casserole,
stuffing, roll & butter, milk, cranberry sauce;
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.;
SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m.

Wednesday, 11/19: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-
Hooking Group, noon.

Thursday, 11/20: Tone & Stretch, 9:30 a.m;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon
- cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill out
form). Menu: meatloaf with gravy, roll and but-
ter, peas, smashed potatoes, milk, melon; Mah-
jong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 11/21: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events
are free. Live Well Workshop: Mondays through
Dec. 1, 2-4:30 p.m. This workshop began Oct.
27, and focuses on gaining the knowledge and
skills needed to live well with ongoing health
conditions. Connect with others weekly and
explore planning and problem solving, work-
ing with providers, healthy lifestyle choices and
more. Registration required as limited space is
available; contact Heather to register.

Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance:
Monday, Nov. 17, 1:30 p.m. Free event, but regis-
tration recommended.

Live Well, Age Well: A Free Diabetes Sup-

Turkedy Shoot

Portland Fish and Game Club will hold
its annual Turkey Shoot Sunday, Nov. 23,
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., across from the Ex-
change Club Fairgrounds.

This is a perfect opportunity to have
some fun and maybe take home your
Thanksgiving turkey! The cost is $3 for one
shot or two for $5. Food and drinks will be
available. Families are welcome.

port Group: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1 p.m., led by re-
tired physician Dr. Elsamma Chacko. This group
focuses on living well with diabetes and aging in
place by bringing expert guidance and lived ex-
perience together in a supportive setting. Regis-
tration suggested.

Walking Club: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 9 a.m.
The walk is about a mile and a half and there is
parking adjacent to the trail. The group meets at
the trail crossing by Breezy Corners Road.

Lunch at Monet’s Table and Outing:
Wednesday, Nov. 19. Outing destination to be
determined. Leave the center at 10:30 a.m. Reg-
istration required. There is a $5 ride fee, and you
pay for your own lunch. Stay tuned for more info
about this trip.

A Taste of the New England Tavern at Fair-
field Museum: Sunday, Nov. 23. Food historians
Keith Stavely and Kathleen Fitzgerald will dis-
cuss and present food in New England taverns.
Limited spaces available; registration required.
There is a $20 event fee, and a $5 ride fee.

Hair By Jessica: Monday, Nov. 24. The trav-
elling hairstylist will offer men’s and women’s
shampoos, cuts and styling. Call the center for
details.

Center Closed for Thanksgiving: Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28.

Cooking for One with Marilyn: Monday,
Dec. 1, 11:45 a.m. The theme is “Just Des-
serts!” Fee is $10; registration required.

Holiday Center Decorating & Pizza Party!:
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1-2 p.m. Registration recom-
mended.

Wreaths Around the Community: Wreath
Stroll & Happy Hour at Marlborough Health
& Rehabilitation: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2-4 p.m.
Cost is as $5 ride fee; registration required

Ikea Shopping Trip: Wednesday, Dec. 3, leave
the center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride fee; reg-
istration required.

Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance:
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 1:30 p.m. Registration recom-
mended.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person round-trip. Give a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The senior center is taking ap-
pointments for the Foot Clinic with Stacey
Cormier, RN. She will offer many services start-
ing at $35. Call to register and for more informa-
tion.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, donations should be of
food only; call the senior center to inquire if staff
is seeking medical equipment donations at this
time. Due to limited space, staff cannot accept
donations at the senior center without prior ap-
proval by the director.

Fatal Crash Closes
Arrigoni Bridge

By Anne Lilburn

A head-on two-car collision on the Port-
land side of the Arrigoni Bridge on Tuesday
night killed one and closed the bridge for sev-
eral hours.

Portland Police Sergeant Dan Knapp said
that the department received a call about the
accident at 8:43 p.m. on Nov. 11. The crash in-
volved a red Subaru, traveling westbound, and
a black Ford Escape, traveling eastbound. The
driver of the Subaru, a 70-year-old man who
was a Middletown resident, was pronounced
dead on the scene. The other driver, a 31-year-

old Portland woman, was transported to
Hartford Hospital, where police said she was
“treated for potential serious injuries based on
the mechanism of the crash.”

The accident closed the bridge for approxi-
mately five hours while police investigated.
The bridge reopened Wednesday morning.

Portland Police reiterated that the crash is
still an active investigation, and that anyone
with information about the crash should call
the department, at 860-342-6780.

St. Mary Church News & Notes

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at
45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited
to attend. The group meets each month on the
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall
and every fourth Tuesday in the church library

at 2 p.m. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev.
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Annual Tree Lighting and Tree Lighting Pa-
rade: Save the date! Saturday, Dec. 6, at Brown-
stone Intermediate School. Watch for more info.
Also, Vehicles Are Sought for the parade! Parks
and Rec. is inviting people to decorate their
ATYV, tractor, truck or car and show their holi-
day spirit! Individuals and businesses welcome.
Register to participate via portland.recdesk.com
or by calling 860-342-6757.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle

School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks
and Rec. is now accepting donations for bench-
es and trees at the Portland Recreational Com-
plex. If you're interested in dedicating a bench
or tree, call Andy for more information at 860-
342-6757.

Tai Chi for Long Life: At Riverfront Park
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays,
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public
School system. Registration is now open.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will be closed
all day Thursday and Friday, Nov. 27 and 28, for
Thanksgiving.

Children’s Programs: Cooking with Italian
Flair: Thursday, Nov. 18, 3:30 p.m., for grades
3-5. A staff member from Food Explorers will
teach how to make two different Italian-inspired
dishes: pizza naans and cannoli croissants.

Mad Science Presents: The Science of Su-
perheroes: Monday, Nov. 24, 2 p.m. Children
will explore the science of flight, how science
can make things invisible, and how Spiderman
might walk up walls using fun, high-energy ex-
periments.

Drop-In Crafternoon: Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1-3
p.m., for grades K-5. Drop in on this half day
of school and see what you can make with the
items the library has on hand. Registration not
required for this program.

Family Craft Night: Gingerbread Houses:
Monday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m. Use your imagina-
tion to create a house to bring home with you
using graham crackers, frosting and other ed-
ible supplies. This activity has steps that are ap-
propriate for all ages, but a parent or guardian
must be with children to help with supervision.
Registration will open Monday, Nov. 24, at 10
a.m. Space is limited.

PHS Class of 2015

Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 2015 is
organizing a 10-year reunion for Saturday, Nov.
29, at Terrazza in Portland. It will start at 7 p.m.
and include dinner and a cash bar.
Contact Erica Backus at 860-719-7058 or join
the Facebook page for additional details.

Celebrate Hanukkah!: Monday, Dec. 1, 4
p.m. Portland residents Barbara Sequenzia and
Liz Hibino will present stories, songs, games
and latkes. This program is geared towards kids
and their families, but all are welcome — wheth-
er you celebrate Hanukkah or not. Registration
is open now.

Holiday Storytime: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 10:30
a.m. Kids birth to 5 and their caregivers are in-
vited to come for a morning of holiday stories,
songs and activities. A craft will be offered at
the end of the program. Registration will open
Monday, Nov. 24, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Teen Program: Gingerbread House Party!
Monday, Dec. 8, 3:30 p.m. Students in grades
6-12 are invited to build and decorate their own
gingerbread house. All supplies will be provid-
ed by the library as well as holiday music and
snacks. Registration will open Monday, Nov.
24, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Magician Ed Popielarczyk: Tuesday, Dec. 30,
1:30 p.m. Magician, balloon sculptor, flea circus
master, and storyteller Ed Popielarczyk will re-
turn to the library in an interactive show for
ages 3 and up. Registration will open Monday,
Nov. 24, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Weekly Knifty Knitters
Group: Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of
all experience levels are welcome. No registra-
tion required; simply drop in.

Museum Passes: The library has several
printable museum passes that can be checked
out including The American Clock & Watch
Museum in Bristol, the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mass.,
and more.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club:
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1 p.m. Whose Body? by Dor-
othy L. Sayers will be discussed. Talk About
Books: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1 p.m. Christmas Bells
by Jennifer Chiaverini will be discussed. 1st
Thursday Night Book Club: Thursday, Dec.
4, 6:30 p.m. The Humans by Matt Haig will be
discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Dec. 10. The Family Stone
(2005; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is
102 minutes.
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2025 Leaf Pickup

The Town of Portland Department of Pub-
lic Works will conduct its annual leaf pickup
beginning Monday, Dec. 1.

Leaves must be placed in paper bags at
the curb so as not to cause a sight line issue.
Leaves must be out no later than Nov. 30.
Plastic bags will not be picked up.

Residents who do not place their leaves at
the curb can bring them to the transfer sta-
tion (permit required). Leaves not in paper

bags must be emptied by the resident in an
area at the transfer station designated by the
attendant.

Public Works requests that homeowners
refrain from blowing or raking leaves into the
roadway as blocking the storm drain inlets
may cause flooding and create safety hazards.

For more information, call Public Works at
860-342-6733.

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

HealthCare
Associates

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,

CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \
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Vocal Chords Holiday Concert

“Winter Musical Celebration” will be pre-
sented by the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
(MHVC) on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2 p.m., at Port-
land High School, 95 High St. The concert will
feature 90 voices, directed by Samuel Tucker,
and a 10-piece orchestra, directed by Alan
Dougherty.

The program will feature pieces that have
a pop rock feel, bells ringing with spirit, fast
swing, Venetian music by Vivaldi, and more.

The MHVC will perform “Light One Candle”

recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary and arranged
by local music educator Jack Zaino, honoring
those who fought for freedom, along with a cho-
ral medley from Polar Express and many other
holiday favorites.

Tickets to the event are $25 and can be pur-
chased from any member or by calling Joyce at
860-342-3120 or Diane at 860-347-2787. For
more information, go to vocalchords20.org or
visit MHVC on Facebook, Instagram and You-
Tube.

6p-10p
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TERRAZZA '

AT QRGC

9 Rose Hill Road
Portland, CT 06480

www.sfringofpearlsbigband.org Call...860.304.5062
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Lauren’s prior experience includes impressive legal internships with the United States At-
torney’s Office in New Haven, and multiple placements with the Connecticut Office of the
Attorney General, gaining experience in litigation, privacy and data security, as well as court-

“We are thrilled to welcome Lauren to the firm,” said Attorney Kenneth Barber. “Her intelli-
gence, work ethic, and commitment to community service align perfectly with our mission.
She brings a unique blend of legal skill, creativity, and compassion for our clients.”

KENNETH BARBER & ASSOCIATES, LLC

Serving individuals, families, and businesses throughout Connecticut.

For more information or to schedule a consultation,
visit our website www.barber-law-firm.com,
find us on Facebook or call 860-267-2263

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC
Welcomes New Attorney: Lauren DeCaprio

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC is pleased to announce the addition of Attorney Lauren DeCaprio to the law firm.

Lauren has called Portland home for the past 13 years, where she lives with her blended family. Being deeply committed to her com-
munity, Lauren has served on the Portland Board of Education from 2020-2022, the Portland Equity and Inclusion Coalition and was
elected to the Zoning Board of Appeals, for a term beginning in 2026. She continues to remain an active participant in many local civic

Lauren holds both her Master’s Degree in Music Education (summa cum laude) and her Bachelor’s Degree in Music (magna cum
laude) from the University of Hartford’s Hartt School and before pursuing her legal career, Lauren was an elementary school music

Her passion for service led her to Quinnipiac University School of Law, where she excelled academically and professionally. Lauren

graduated in May 2025 with her Juris Doctor degree. She attended on a full merit scholarship (Dean’s Fellows Scholarship), and has
received multiple awards including the 1L Award for Oral Advocacy and Best Closing Argument in the intramural mock trial compe-
tition. She has competed at the national level as a member of Quinnipiac’s Mock Trial and
Society for Dispute Resolution teams.
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Friday, November 21, 2025

GILEAD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH Come
- a 672 Gilead Street | Hebron, CT 06248 laugh for
Doors open at 6 PM » Show starts at 7 PM  a cause!!!

by

Popcorn * Raffle Baskets ® PG-13 Fun
BYOS - Bring your own snacks!

GII.EAD

Purchase Tickets at b
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Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

4 LOCAL OFFICES

100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS A
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY - .

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR OPPORTUNITY

Draghi's Farmstand,
Greenhouse & Bakery

* CT Grown Frasier Fir ;.o
* Potted Alberta Spruce Trees
* Wreaths s-0’

Decorated or Plain « Custom Decorating Available
* Kissing Balls & Swags

* Holiday Arrangements
& Centerpieces
* Garland & Loose Greens
* Premium Poinsettias
& Plants

* Gift Baskets Available

Pre-made or call for your Custom Order!

* Holiday Goodies

Candy, Jams, Salsas, Sauces, Nuts, Maple Syrup,
Snacks, Gourmet Foods for your holiday parties!

* Baked GOOdS Order Early for the Holidays \

80 Main St. (Rt. 17), South Glastonbury
860-633-2197
www.draghifarms.com
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AARP December Holiday Luncheon

The Colchester-area Chapter 4019 of AARP
is having its annual holiday luncheon on Tues-
day, Dec. 2, at Papa Zs, located at 173 Middle-
town Rd. in Colchester.

Any Colchester-area senior is encouraged
to attend this gathering and also to learn more
about our local AARP chapter. The gathering
will begin at with cocktails from 12:30-1 p.m.,
followed by a 1 p.m. luncheon. The meal is a
buffet with Chicken Francaise, baked stuffed
shells, ziti with marinara sauce, eggplant rolla-

tini, tossed salad, coffee/tea. Door prizes and a
holiday game are part of the celebration.

The cost is $30 per person which includes tax
& tip. Reservations and payment must be made
in advance with Colchester AARP by by Mon-
day, Nov. 24. Checks are payable to “Colchester
AARP #4019 Luncheon”

Any inquiries about Colchester AARP or the
luncheon can be made by email to dupwat@
gmail.com.

From our family to
yours...have a feast full
of Thanksgiving with
famnly and friends!

Suburban Sanitation Service
— WE OFFER 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE —

(860) 267-6102

THE

PRUE LAW
GROUP

Eastern
Connecticut’s
Premiere Law Firm

NOW IN COLCHESTER

When legal matters, we're here for you:

Estate Planning . Estate Settlement & Probate
Elder Law, Title 19 & Conservatorships . Business Law

Real Estate Law . Personal Injury Law . Litigation . Divorce & Family Law

Scan here to schedule
a consultation today:

Follow us @pruelawgroup

fXinXo)

COLCHESTER - NEW! WILLIMANTIC BROOKLYN

7 Putnam Place

COVENTRY
2181 Boston Turnpike

167 Lebanon Avenue, Suite B 720 Main Street

Q (860) 423-9231 o pruelawgroup.com/colchester
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Turkey Basket Drive

Rotary’s Turkey Basket drive is in full swing
- and donations are sought to help the Rotary
achieve its goal of providing for those in need.

Please consider purchasing a turkey leg in any
amount at the registers at both Noel’s and West-
chester markets. Those who wish to donate by
check can send to “Honor Rotary;” P.O. Box 775,
Colchester, CT 06415.

Holiday Fair
& O}S)en House

The Colchester Senior Center, located at 15
Louis Lane, will hold its annual Holiday Fair
and Open House Saturday, Nov. 22, from 9
a.m.-2 p.m.

Explore the new senior center while you shop
a wide assortment of handcrafted items, Col-

Eric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER

860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

=
ﬂ Sevenwood Financial Services, LLc.

* 401K Rollovers

* Fixed-Indexed Annuities

* Whole Universal Life

* Long Term Care Coverage

* Retirement Solutions & Strategies
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REMODELING CONTRACTORS

WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS
KITCHENS & BATHS
SIDING & ROOFING

860-682-5509

Locally Owned & Operated * Licensed & Insured

chester Garden Club’s handmade wreaths, the
Gift Basket Raffle, Homemade Bake Sale and
the Holiday Café with breakfast and lunch items
on sale.

All sales benefit the Colchester Senior Cen-
ter’s programs and services or the Colchester
Garden Club.

For more information, please call 860-537-
3911.

George M. Mantikas, DMD (1C) TRON CHRIS

"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Statewide
Connecticut
Criminal Defense

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers ¢ Crowns ¢ Bridges
Dentures * Extractions
Root Canals e Laser Dentistry

Donations Sought
for Wreaths

This year’s Wreaths Across America ceremo-
ny will take place at Westchester Cemetery Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, starting at noon sharp. The 55
service members buried there will be honored
with the placement of live, balsam veterans
wreaths.

Donations are welcome in the form of pur-
chasing a wreath for a soldier and laying wreaths
at gravestones. Each individual $17 sponsors
a fresh balsam wreath that will be placed on a
veteran’s headstone on Dec. 13. To learn about
event details, visit www. WreathsAcrossA-
merica.org/ CTWCCC. You can also send your
contribution to Wreaths, c/o Joanne Rioux, 219
Lakeview Dr., Colchester, CT 06415.
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
www.drmantikas.com ¢ 860-267-6666

Call 24-Hours

860-530-1781
WWW.IRONCHRIS.COM

STATE
DELEGATE

RE7-18-25

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY B6AM-BPM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

WELLSWOOD CONDOMINIUM
HEBRON
Custom Wren Kitchen
New Flooring
New Thermo-Windows
4 New Mini-Split Units
Full Interior Paint
Raised Panel Doors

Custom Blinds Throughout

Stunning remoled Rural Country Condo quality finish materials w/craftsman
completed renovation & upgrades! 1116 SF-2BR-1.5 w/Finished Lower Level. All
new Wren Kitchen, remodeled bathrooms, all new flooring, new windows, 4 Mini-

Split Heat/AC units added and more! Great Starter or Downsize Residence! . . - '
Great Option to Own Instead of Renting! Call for Full Details! $249,900! ¢ w“‘" — 3 j&‘ o

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

&9’ Wellness Visits  <g® Urgent Care &8’ Emergency

Jim Celio, Associate Broker

Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563

Email: jimcelio@aol.com

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

'LOST SPRING FARM
i CHRISTMAS TREES

o CUT YOUR OWN e
860) 685-18°70

s — OPEN Saturdays & Sundays — &
11/29/202§ - 12/21/202§ |
AND BLACK FRIDAY 11/28/2025 e | N
9:00am till dark oo

This beautiful newly constructed ranch offers relaxed one floor living with all the
amenities. Three large bathrooms, an open floor plan, perfect for entertaining. First

RE11-14-25

RE11-29-24

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 16" 12p.m. - 2p.m.
152 Stanavage Road, Colchester, Ct

e,

R

Joe 8 Debbie Goodreau floor laundry room. Separate entrance for future room over garage which could be
we Also Have " used for office or gameroom, large basement, front and back porches.
26 Daly Rdo Wreat hs 8 Sprays 3 Come take a look you won’t be disappointed.
East Hampton, CT TEXT 860-334-4808
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TERR
~ Thursday November 27th, 2025

Kids from 6 to 12 years of age eat at half price under 6 eat for free.

= |

—
——

¥ (///i///{/pf/ =
BRUNCE e

AZZA

10:30am ~ 2:30pm $59.99 per person

20% Gratuity will be added to tables of 5 or more people.
Soft beverages are included.

BREAKFAST

French Toast Scrambled eggs

Pancake Breakfast Sausage
Waffles Bacon
Served with pure Vermont Home Fries
Maple syrup

SOUP OF THE DAY: TURKEY SOUP
COLD STATION
Garden Salad, Shrimp Cocktail, Fresh Fruit

HOT STATION

Scallops wrapped in bacon

Chicken Fingers and Fries

»

&

2 **,:,'4
.*; =
./

Terrazza Restaurant 9 Rose Hill, Portland, CT 06480 | 860-788-3558

Rigatoni Genovese
Sauteed Seasonal Vegetables
Sweet potatoes
Meatballs Siciliano
Chicken Francese
Baked Cod
PRIME RIB CARVING STATION
TURKEY CARVING STATION

Stuffed Mushrooms
Spanakopita
Fried Raviolis

Desserts Table + Coffee and tea station

Assorted Desserts, Pumpkin Pie, Harvest Apple pie
Coffee and tea station
Can’t make brunch? We're serving up culinary dinner specials
from 2:30 PM to 7:30 PM. Make this Thanksgiving a day to
remember, and reserve your table now at www.terrazzact.com E

1-14-25

SERVING TURKEY DINNERS ALL NOVEMBER!

SADLER'S

aud, Patio!
GOBBLE HERE, GOBBLE THERE

With turkey dinners on the menu through November,
you can enjoy them here or order to go online.

RESTAURANT * BAKERY

TUESDAY: 20% OFF your entire dinner bill
WEDNESDAY: Buy one entrée, Get one HALF OFF

(higher price prevails)

Holly Fair Dec. 6

Colchester Federated Church will hold its
annual Holly Fair Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10
a.m.-2 p.m., at the church, 60 Main St.

There will be handmade crafts, baked
goods and cookies by the pound, the White
Elephant Room, paint-your-own orna-
ments, raffle baskets, and the Holly Café.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there too!

All are invited to stop by.

Air Line Trail
Toastmasters

The Air Line Trail Toastmasters Club meets
the second and fourth Thursday of each month,
from 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall, 127 Norwich
Ave., or via Zoom.

Discover the art of communication and lead-
ership with the Toastmasters program.

For more information (including the Zoom
link), email contact-6976@toastmastersclubs.
org. The club can also be found at airlinetrail.
toastmastersclubs.org.

(Deals good November 18th & 19th, after 4pm)

Online orders use code TURKEY25
Sadler's will be closed on Thanksgiving.

61 north main street, marlborough 8602950006

tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS. COM

Annual Holiday Bazaar & Artisan

Fair

Sunday, November 16 %’g‘ 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
|

Congregation Kol Haverim
1079 Hebron Ave, Glastonbury

Get Started on Your Hannukah & Christmas Shopping!

L]

Y

Buy Local and Handmade from 30+ Artisans

ot

¢ Judaica Gift Shop
e (Candles
e Pottery

And SO MUCH MORE!

e Specialty Foods
e Winter Wear
e Jewelry

Enter to win 30+ RAFFLE PRIZES

Plus FREE PARKING and FREE ENTRY!

CIT11-6-25

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 e Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

884 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

860.922.3129
WWW.CFISHCT.COM

Family Gatherings Deserve the Best! This holiday season, make
every bite special with our premium, fresh seafood:

o Fresh cooked shrimp for cocktail hour

o Lobster meat, crab cakes & crab dips

o Oysters, salmon, cod & stuffed clams
rimp

Seafood makes
for a flavorful and
unique holiday
offering.

an-Seared
Butt

From appetizers to entrées — we’ve got your holiday table covered! Stop in and taste the difference.

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm;

Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pPm;
Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

aretail

purchase!
Mondays -
| Wednesdays ONLY |

b imit1 per coupon. Not to be
1 combined with any other offeror
J discount, and in-store specials. |

.~ Expires 12/3/25. V2

RESTAURANT HOURS

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

m CAMPAGN A g

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

CIT11-13-25

M 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Ahavath Achim Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on
Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom.

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud
at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.

RE11-14-25

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron'’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

C}nluule

ALLPOINTS REALTY

RE5-30-25

Five Gourse Menu Offering on
Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM —

APPETIZERS

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce
PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad

DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - /s« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single — Served Every Friday and Saturday
DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

“Johnny Pjang”
=Very Frida
Night 6-8pm %/n
Dining Room!

Happy Hour Bar Only

I|CIT10-23-25
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Ripples of Reflection in Steve Caron’s Koi Pond

By Toriana Williams

Steven Caron has lived in Colchester since
1988, but his story began in the small town of
Baltic, where he spent his childhood surround-
ed by hard work and quiet perseverance. Now
70 years old, he sits by his koi pond - the same
one that inspired his new book - and remem-
bers how an ordinary backyard project trans-
formed into something extraordinary.

The idea for Koi Pond Reflections started not
with a plan to write a book, Caron said, but sim-
ply from moments of stillness. He had what he
referred to as a “problem backyard,” filled with
gravel and small hills and decided to landscape
the area by adding a waterfall and koi pond.
What surprised him most was what happened
next.

“Td find myself sitting by the pond. I'd have a
cocktail, some music, the fish ... and a memo-
ry would come to me” A long-lost one at that,
he said. “Once it would come to me, my brain
would focus on it - they were connected to my
heart — and then I would write about that”

Those writings, first shared on Facebook
among friends, became a healing ritual. He
titled each post Koi Pond Reflections, never ex-
pecting it to grow into a published book. “There
was no intention,” he said.

But family and friends began urging him to
preserve the stories permanently. Then, Madi
Balman from Skellydog, a marketing company
located in Groton, approached Caron and of-
fered to help produce it. For three years, Caron
and his small team organized, edited and de-
signed what would become Koi Pond Reflec-
tions — a collection of essays on memory, loss
and wisdom.

Caron’s reflections span decades, covering ev-
erything from his days as a police lieutenant to
his role as a caregiver, a father and a man trying
to make sense of the quiet moments life offers.
He described the writing process as cathartic,
emotionally challenging and deeply fulfilling.

One reflection, he said, “took me 60 years
to write” That story, titled “Youre Not Smart
Enough,” was born from an experience in eighth
grade, when a teacher told him he wasn't intel-
ligent enough to succeed.

“My classes are for smart kids, and youd nev-
er get in there,” Caron recalled the teacher say-
ing. Decades later, Caron saw things differently.
He realized that intelligence could be measured
in more ways than academics. He learned how

to build strong teams, empower others and lead
with empathy.

“Just embrace your own intelligence,” he said.
“Be the best you can be using who you are”
Taking that advice to heart, Caron continued to
share openly - and others soon connected with
his honesty.

The people who read his reflections online
often approached him unexpectedly, telling
him how much his writing meant to them. One
woman in Wisconsin reached out after reading
about a time when Caron, then running a tree
service, quoted a struggling young family $400
for work.

“I felt like $400 for me was different than for
them,” he explained. “So after I got the tree work
done, I said, forget the bill” The mother of the
family began crying, and Caron remembered
his own struggles when money was tight. That
story, like many in his book, demonstrates the
quiet acts of compassion that have shaped his
life.

Caron’s stories also confront loss. He wrote
about caring for his mother through years of
dementia, and about his daughter, Jennifer, who
passed away at age 37 after battling cystic fibro-
sis and enduring a double lung transplant. Writ-
ing those reflections, he said, was “like my own
therapy”

Jennifer had faced her death with grace, ar-
ranging her own funeral, selecting her music
and headstone and even writing her eulogy with
a friend. Caron said she found joy in her final
months, not despair. “She was amazing,” he said.
“It was a relief for her... She was actually joyful
that the struggle was coming to an end”

Her memory remains central to his book.

“We all die twice,” Caron said. “The first time
when your soul leaves the body. The second
time, when nobody says your name again”

In Koi Pond Reflections, there is a section ded-
icated to Jennifer - his effort to ensure her name
is never forgotten. He still visits her gravesite
regularly to spend time with his daughter.

“I'read a reflection to Jennifer at her gravesite,”
he said. “Then I have a discussion with her. It’s
healing for me”

Caron’s professional life was as layered as his
personal one. He spent over two decades in law
enforcement, rising to the rank of police lieu-
tenant. Later, he managed public safety at the
University of Saint Joseph and worked in bio-
terrorism and pandemic planning. Throughout

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is in
person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday/Bible School: two classes,
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. prayer meetings — Thursdays, 10 a.m.

and Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets once
per month on Saturday mornings.

The church also has many other things to of-
fer. Unless otherwise noted, all groups/studies
are held at the church. Call the church office for
more info on the groups.

For more information, call the church office
at 860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com.

Dog Park Fundraising Photo Shoot

The Colchester Dog Park Committee is host-
ing a fundraising pet photo shoot with Santa.
Children and families are welcome too. The
event will be held at Colchester Fish & Game
Club on Sunday, Nov. 30, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The committee will sell digital images, 5x7
and 8x10 photo prints, Christmas cards and or-
naments. All orders will be available for pickup
at Park & Rec by Dec. 12. Cash, check and Ven-

mo are accepted.

A new photo setting is available this year.
Photography donated by SMS Photo of Col-
chester. For appointments, call Janice at 860-
608-8489. Walk-ins will be accepted if time is
available.

All proceeds will support the Colchester Dog
Park. For more information, email tagnobark@
gmail.com.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has announced a
trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or to register, call 860-
537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague,
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day,
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals
(12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost
is $6,499 per person for double occupancy,
if booked before Feb. 26, 2026. This is a small
group tour (only 24 people in total on the tour)
so space is limited. There will be a trip presenta-
tion at the Colchester Senior Center on Mon-
day, Nov. 17; no registration required. For more
information visit https://gateway.gocollette.
com/link/1346389.

Newport Playhouse - A Twisted Christmas
Carol: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 9:15 am. A Twisted
Christmas Carol is a Texas spoof of Charles
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. It’s Christ-

mas Eve in a small west Texas town, and can-
tankerous barbecue joint owner Buford John-
son is visited in a dream by ex-business partner
Hank Walker, who takes Buford on a journey
like Scrooge’s. The cost is $160 per person and
includes a huge buffet dinner and cabaret style
performances. Space is limited.

Discover the Canadian Maritimes Coastal
Wonders: May 23-June 2, 2026. This 11-day,
10-night trip includes airfare, hotels and meals
(10 breakfasts, two lunches and four dinners).
Cost is $4,299 per person for double occupancy,
if booked before Nov. 23. For more information
or to register for this trip, visit gateway.gocol-
lette.com/link/1346736.

Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Steven Caron flips through the pages of his book, pausing at a photo of his late
daughter, Jennifer - a moment of remembrance and reflection captured in his story.

those roles, he believed that giving people dig-
nity — especially those with the least — was the
truest form of leadership. “The people who have
the least in life,” he said, “you give them a little
dignity, show them a little respect and they’ll
take the shirt off their back for you”

His lessons often found their way into
speeches. He used to tell nursing students about
envy — how it grows from comparing your life
to others. “You can look at other people and say,
I wish I had what they have,” he said, “but when
you find out what’s behind the scenes, there’s no
way youd want to be in their shoes.”

Now retired, Caron continues to write. He
said plans to republish Koi Pond Reflections
through the online self-publisher IngramSpark
to support independent bookstores, and has
even considered an expanded edition. He’s also
begun inviting readers to visit him by the pond

that started it all.

“I'm hoping everybody finds their koi pond,
he said. He added it doesn’t have to strictly be
a koi pond, but rather “a place where they can
center themselves and make those connections.”

When asked what he would tell his younger
self if they could sit together beside that pond,
Caron didn’t hesitate.

“The worst critic you're ever going to face is
when you're looking in the mirror,” he shared.
“Have confidence... don't be too harsh... and
live your life in a manner of joy”

For Caron, peace is found in reflection - quiet
water, golden fish and the echoes of memory.
His koi pond is more than a backyard feature; it
is a mirror to the past, a sanctuary for the heart
and a reminder that even in loss, there is beauty
in remembering.

Colchester Federated Church is located
at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-
tion is on the church’s Facebook page.

Advent Schedule: Sunday, Nov. 30, First
Week of Advent: Hope; Sunday, Dec. 7, Sec-
ond Week of Advent: Peace; Sunday, Dec.
14, Third Week of Advent: Joy; Sunday, Dec.

Colchester Federated Church News

21, Fourth Week of Advent: Love & Annual
Christmas Pageant.

Christmas Eve Services: Tuesday, Dec. 24: 5
p.m., Family Service; 9 p.m., Lessons & Carols.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.
through June.

Why Buy When You Can Reni?

WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR
HOME PROJECT NEEDS

Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12”
Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers,

Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor

The early stages
of communication
disorders are easier
to spot when you
know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of
life. For more information
visit |dentifyTheSigns.org.

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

4

Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,

Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock
Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.cirenime.com

Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. * Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
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Colchester Teacher Wins National Milken Award

By Toriana Williams

Bacon Academy technology teacher David
Mason received the surprise of his career this
fall when he was recognized with the presti-
gious Milken Educator Award - an honor often
referred to as the “Oscar of Teaching” by the
Milken Family Foundation.

The award, which comes with an unrestricted
$25,000 cash prize, celebrates exceptional ear-
ly-to-mid career educators who are improving
education in innovative and meaningful ways
nationwide.

The surprise assembly was organized un-
der the guise of recognizing Bacon Academy’s
strong performance in college and career readi-
ness measures. Mason said he believed the
school gathering was to acknowledge the state
Department of Education ranking Bacon Acad-
emy as the number one public school in the
state for college and career readiness for the
2022-23 school year.

“At the time, I was under the impression that
the assembly was to celebrate all the wonderful
things Bacon Academy has achieved,” Mason
said. He added that the announcement took
him completely off-guard.

Mason shared that when Milken Educator
Awards Senior Vice President Jane Foley called
his name, “I was in complete shock. It was sur-
real, and the support our students and staff were
giving was something I will forever cherish.”

Mason is the only Connecticut educator to
receive the Milken Award during the 2025-26
cycle and is the state’s 104th recipient since the
program began recognizing Connecticut teach-
ers in 1988.

The award highlights not only what Mason
has achieved in his career so far, but the promise
of what he will continue to accomplish with ex-
panded opportunity and national recognition.

- —y

Mason emphasized the significance of joining
a group of distinguished educators.

“I know that the winners of this award are
top tier educators who make a profound impact
on their school and students,” he said. “To be
named into this group is an honor that I never
expected and feel a deep sense of gratitude to
my colleagues and students.”

Transforming Manufacturing Education

Mason leads Bacon Academy’s manufactur-
ing program — now one of the largest and most
respected in the region. The program has grown
into a four-year career pathway, with high en-
rollment and diverse opportunities for students
to earn credentials while still in high school.

“Our manufacturing program at Bacon has
been intentionally structured to provide stu-
dents with a pathway into the field after high
school if they wish,” Mason explained.

The program offers students the ability to
earn college credits and 150 pre-apprenticeship
hours through the state Department of La-
bor. Coursework spans a wide range of high-
demand industrial skills including blueprint
reading, welding, metal fabrication, machining,
forging and CNC plasma cutting.

During his time at Bacon, Mason has helped
secure grants that brought state-of-the-art in-
dustry equipment to the school, ensuring stu-
dents gain real-word experience with technol-
ogy they will see on the job.

“The exposure to this makes it real for them
and the learning curve once they enter a job is
smaller;” he said. “Students can leave Bacon with
a solid knowledge base and skill set in a variety
of processes that makes them well prepared to
enter the work force”

Mason also credits the school’s strong part-
nerships with workforce development organiza-

My o A

All That Jazz... Jazzercise-Colchester instructors Jennifer Collingwood and Kelly
Ouellette recently celebrated 10 years of teaching Jazzercise. They bring high energy
and fun to the Jazzercise-Colchester studio, located at 188 Norwich Ave. This dance-
based fitness program combines cardio, strength training and stretching for a full
body workout appropriate for all fitness levels. To learn more about Jazzercise, go to
Jazzercise.com/studio/ct/colchester-ct.

tions and major employers across eastern Con-
necticut.

“The other factor that has helped improve our
program is our partnership with the Eastern CT
Workforce Investment Board (EWIB) and its
Director of Operations, David Allard,” Mason
said. “Allard has been instrumental in aiding
the growth of our program and ensuring that
our students have the connection and resources
they need after high school to land jobs”

These industry ties have made Bacon Acad-
emy a state model for manufacturing career
pathways. Students regularly move into intern-
ships and full-time work with companies such
as Electric Boat, Pratt & Whitney, Westminster
Tool and more.

Changing Lives Through Opportunity

For Mason, the most rewarding outcomes are
his students’ successes - especially those who
faced challenges before discovering a passion
for skilled trades.

He recalled one student whose future once
appeared undetermined. “His future was uncer-
tain and he didn’t know what he wanted to do,
but he wanted to work,” Mason shared.

With guidance and hands-on learning, that
student ultimately entered the Manufacturing
Pipeline Program and was hired by Electric
Boat before graduation. “He is now three years
into his career at EB and is currently a Quality
Inspections Supervisor.

Dozens more alumni have stepped directly
into high-skill careers thanks to the foundation
Mason’s program provided. He said these ac-
complishments fuel the work.

“I would say all those success stories are what
motivate us to keep our programs going. The
trades are highly valued again and seen as a via-
ble option for students instead of the traditional
college or military routes.”

Deeply Meaningful Moment
for Growing Family

Mason said the award came at a particularly
exciting — and busy - time in his personal life,
as the Mason family recently welcomed home
another baby girl.

As for how the $25,000 award will be used,
the family hasn’t made any decisions yet — but
it will almost certainly support their children in
some way.

For now, though, Mason said he is still pro-
cessing the honor - and the national recogni-
tion it brings for Bacon Academy and its stu-
dents.

“Receiving the Milken Award certainly was
a surprise, and I am beyond honored to be the
recipient of it this year;” he said.

As one of only 30 educators nationwide se-
lected this season, he will join his fellow re-
cipients in Washington, D.C. next summer to
collaborate with leaders in education and the
national Milken Educator Network.

But even as his influence expands beyond
Connecticut, Mason remains focused on the fu-
ture careers being shaped inside his classroom
- the ones holding welding torches, designing
blueprints and preparing to build the states
workforce. Because at the heart of this award is
what he values most: A teacher changing lives -
one student at a time.

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S.
Main St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m.
Sundays. Follow the church on Facebook for
the livestream. For more information, call
Pastor Don Rivers — the church’s bi-voca-
tional pastor, who also serves as president for
“Racing with Jesus, Inc” - at 860-398-9119 or
visit christianlifechapel.org.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p.m. All are invited.

Christian Life Chapel News

Donuts with Don: Is back Fridays at 10
a.m. It's an open discussion on the theme:
How does God fit in this thing called life?

Operation Christmas Child: From Mon-
day, Nov. 17, to Monday, Nov. 24, the church
will be a collection site for Operation Christ-
mas Child. Collection times are: Monday,
Wednesday, Friday: 5-7 p.m.; Tuesday and
Thursday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-1
p-m.; Sunday, noon-3 p.m.; and Monday, Nov.
24, from 9-11 a.m.

Color House Ornament Trail

This holiday season, The Color House Art &
Pottery Studio is inviting the community to join
in a brand-new tradition: the first annual Color
House Ornament Trail.

Running Dec. 1-21, 100 handcrafted ceramic
ornaments created by artist Tina Parsadanov
and her team at The Color House will be hidden
all around Colchester, from local parks to small
businesses. Each ornament is unique, and free
for whoever discovers it.

Participants are encouraged to visit partici-

pating Colchester businesses to collect stamps
in their Ornament Trail Digital Passport. Even
if an ornament has already been found at a loca-
tion, visitors can still stop in to scan the busi-
ness’s unique stamp. For every five stamps col-
lected, participants will earn an entry into grand
prize drawings featuring handmade pottery and
gift cards from town favorites. Visit www.co-
hoct.com/ornamenttrail for more information
and to register.

CCT to Hold Auditions for Musical

Auditions are coming up for the Colchester
Community Theatre’s production of Sister Act.

Based on the hit musical, which was in turn
based on the hit 1992 Whoppi Goldberg movie,
Sister Act is a celebration of music, friendship,
and finding your voice.

Auditions will be held Friday, Nov. 14, from
6:30-8:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at Bacon Academy High School caf-
eteria, 611 Norwich Ave. Please prepare 32 bars
of a song in the style of the show (pop, disco,
soul, or gospel). An accompanist will be provid-
ed. No a cappella or backing tracks please. Sides
from the show will be available at auditions. All
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please

bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addi-
tional information regarding the musical, please
visit ~ www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com.
CCT is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages
16+ including BIPOC roles to bring this story to
life on stage. For more information, email info@
colchestercommunitytheatre.com.

Show dates for this production are Feb. 13,
14, and 15, 2026. Anyone who is unable to at-
tend the auditions on the above dates must con-
tact CCT before Nov. 13 to make other arrange-
ments.

Festival of Lights Fundraiser

The Bacon Academy Board of Trustees will
launch a new annual holiday tradition, the Fes-
tival of Lights, on Thursday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 p.m.,
at Historic Bacon Academy, 84 Main St.

The event will showcase locally decorated
tabletop holiday trees and wreaths donated by
community members, all of which will be auc-
tioned to support the ongoing restoration ef-
forts at the historic school.

Tickets are $25 and include a wine tasting
from Priam Vineyards, cider or hot chocolate,
and hors doeuvres. Each guest will have the
opportunity to vote for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
winners in both the tree and wreath categories.
A silent auction will offer attendees the chance
to bring home one of the artistically decorated
pieces.

The evening will also feature festive perfor-

mances by the Bacon Academy Choir and Jazz
Combo.

Event proceeds will support Phase 2 of the
Trustees’ preservation plan, which includes in-
stalling an ADA-compliant ramped entrance
and a first-floor restroom, helping ensure that
Historic Bacon Academy remains accessible
and vibrant for the entire community.

The decorated trees and wreaths will also be
open to the public on Friday, Dec. 6, from 4-6
p.m., during Holiday Homecoming on the Col-
chester Town Green. The Trustees will host an
open house and offer guided tours of the build-
ing for all who are interested.

Tickets may be purchased by emailing info@
baconacademytrustees.org or visiting bacon-
academytrustees.org/festivaloflights.html.
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Scouting for Food a Success... On Nov. 8, scouts, leaders and family members of
Troops 13, 72, and 109 and Pack 13 in Colchester collected thousands of food and
personal care items and delivered them to the Colchester Town Hall where items were
sorted and stored for distribution to those in need. Photo by Alice Csere.

Westchester Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sun-
daysat 10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The
church choir always welcomes new members.
Services are also available on Zoom; visit
www.westchestercongchurch.org for login in-
formation. Sunday School for children meets
during the worship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets
in Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting
America Troop 109. During the school year,
Troop 109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many

Westchester Church News

knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have
been sent to Native American reservations,
hospitals for babies, and other places to help
those in need. The Blessings Box is at the end
of the church parking lot and contains dona-
tions of non-perishable food, personal care,
and other items for those in need. Take what
you need; donate what you can. Also, the
church sponsors the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, a donation opportunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchester-
congchurch.org, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call the church at 860-267-
6711. Pastor Ron Lake can be reached at 860-
428-3460.

Christmas Polka and Toy Drive

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society of Colchester,
located at 395 South Main St., has announced a
pair of upcoming events. For more information,
call 860-537-2550.

Christmas Polka: Sunday, Dec. 14. Hors
doeuvres will be served from noon-1 p.m., with
Christmas music by The Snowman Buddies.
Dinner will be served from 1-2 p.m., with your
choice of roasted pork or chicken. Dennis Po-
lisky and The Maestro's Men will perform from

2-6 p.m. for your dancing pleasure. Tickets are
$25 per person.

Toy Drive: The club is hosting its fifth annual
Army vs. Navy football game and Toys for Tots
fundraiser Saturday, Dec. 13. Watch the football
game in the hall on the big screen TV. Doors
open at 2 p.m. and kick-off is at 3 p.m. There will
be a buffet and raffle prizes. Please bring a new
unwrapped toy or a $15 donation per person to
attend this event.

CLT Upcoming Events

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting
the following upcoming events, and all are invit-
ed. For more information on any of the events,
to register, or for info on CLT in general, visit
colchesterlandtrust.org.

Hike The Babcock Wildlife Management
Area: Dec. 14, 10 a.m.-noon. As a wildlife man-
agement area, Babcock provides 1,500 acres of
forest, swamps and ponds. It contains miles of
unmarked hiking trails. The hike is approxi-
mately four miles long, mostly on a logging road
and open paths. Adults, children and leashed
dogs are welcome.

Directions: From Route 16/Middletown
Road in Colchester, turn on Bulkeley Hill Road,
follow approximately two miles to Bulkeley Hill
Preserve. The wood sign post and the entrance
to the gravel parking lot will be on your right.
For GPS use the mailbox across the street from
the lot, 243 Bulkeley Hill Road, Colchester.

From Route 2 eastbound, take Exit 16 and
turn right onto Route 149 South. Go approxi-

mately one mile and take left onto Cato Corner
Road. Follow Cato Corner Road to intersection
of Cato Corner and Route 16. Go straight across
onto Standish Road, off Route 16. Bear right
at first stop sign. Turn right onto Red School
House Road, and park in the cul-de-sac at the
end of the road.

Route 2 westbound travelers, take Exit 16,
turn left onto Route 149 South and follow di-
rections above. Email founderswaylO@gmail.
com for additional information. Visit colches-
terlandtrust.org for updates on the hike.

The fee for this hike is free to members of the
CLT, $5 per non-member adult, and free for
all children under 18. The hike will be rain or
shine, and is not stroller-friendly; trails are not
groomed and have rocks and roots and wet ar-
eas. Advanced registration strongly suggested.
Wear appropriate footwear and clothing for the
weather and terrain. Bug and tick protection
strongly suggested. Dogs are welcome on leash,
but bring waste bags to dispose of off property.
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* New Coalition, cont. from page 1

“Food Fight” and a map showing “tiny pantry”
locations where residents can find donated food.

Clouser says that while the situation with
SNAP benefits may seem more optimistic than
it did a couple weeks ago when the group first
formed, everyone involved knows that the prob-
lem of hunger will not be going away any time
soon. Both Royce and Namen mentioned that
their organizations did not ask for proof of in-
come or SNAP eligibility in part because they
know that there is a wide range of reasons for

someone to feel worried about where they will
get their next meal, especially during a time of
rising grocery prices.

Royce and Namen, along with Clouser, said
that while they hoped that the fear many people
felt around where they might get their next meal
would subside in the coming weeks, they knew
hunger would not go away. Clouser said, mov-
ing into the future, she hoped the website could
be a continuing resource for the community.

Project Graduation Fundraiser at Marlborough Big Y

For the entire month of November when you
purchase a reusable Community Bag at the Big
Y located at 7 East Hampton Rd. in Marlbor-
ough, $1 will be donated to Bacon Academy
Project Graduation.

Project Graduation has a goal of selling 200
bags.

The mission of Bacon Academy Project

Graduation is to enhance drug and alcohol-
free awareness by providing safe and healthy
graduation events for all graduating seniors of
Bacon Academy. Direct donations are always
welcome. Visit baconacademyprojectgrad.org
for more information, or follow on Facebook at
Bacon Academy Project Graduation.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. For full
program descriptions and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Nov. 17: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Commission on Aging meeting, Exercise
w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 10:30 a.m., Majes-
tic Europe Trip Presentation; 11 a.m., Learn to
Sign; 11:30 a.m., TVCCA lunch served early; 11
a.m.-noon, fitness orientation by appointment;
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Nov. 18: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Book Club;
10:30 a.m., Floral Tablescapes Class; 12:30 p.m.,
Pinochle; 12:30 p.m., In the Know; 1 p.m.,,
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Wellness
Nights.

Wednesday, Nov. 19: 9 a.m., Making Memo-

PUZZLED ABOUT
YOUR NEXT MOVE?

ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology
by Appointment; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand
and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be Fit; 11 am,,
Friendsgiving Luncheon; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time;
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming;
2:30 p.m., CSC Staff Meeting.

Thursday, Nov. 20: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Card-Making
with Barbara, Bereavement Group; 11 a.m;
Yoga; noon, Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m.,
Chair Massage by appointment; 12:30 p.m.,
Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet; 4-8 p.m.,
Wellness Nights.

Friday, Nov. 21: 9 am. Social Services
Hours, Open Art Studio, Seasonal Crafting; 10
a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11
a.m., Yoga; 11:30 a.m., AARP Driver Safety; no
Bingo today; noon-4 p.m., Holiday Fair Set-Up.

Saturday, Nov. 22: Senior Center Holiday
Fair & Open House, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
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The Weekly Crossword

by Margie E. Burke
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1 Exotic berry

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

5 Feverish fits w

15

10 Give off, as light [17 18
14 Springsteen title
20
word
15 Audacity
16 Aria singer
17 Detergent
additive 35
19 "The Traitors"
host Cumming
20 NBA star
Kirilenko
21 Medical career
23 Consideration
26 Voucher
29 Type of tea 55
30 Stop suckling = = e
32 In the clear
34 Chatty bird 60 61 62
36 Psychic ability = = =
37 Crooked
cowboy Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate
39 "Am ____
believe ...?" 2 Toe woe 33 Central Califor- 48 Swedish auto
40 Leans (on) 3 Dry-as-dust nia city 49 Flying Brits
42 Animal trainers 4 Ungrateful one 34 Seven Sundays 50 Dull color
44 Virtual people in 5 Like Norton after Easter 51 Puerto ____
a video game software 35 Turn's partner 53 Spanish boy
45 Pizzazz 6 Word for Wally 38 Glasgow gal 54 Blue flower
46 Functions Cleaver 41 Figurative 55 Tennis's
47 Some campaign 7 Ashes holder writing Sampras
workers 8 Tied, as a score 43 Lascivious 58 Pen point
50 Cavalryman 9 Fluid with 45 More madcap 59 Peyton's brother
52 Tabby intoxicant antibodies
56 Baptism, forone 10 Lead voice in Answers to Previous Crossword:
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to be in it 11 Fighting groups | |[D|E|M W|H|O|R|L LIE|V]I
60 Computer brand 12 Dr. Pavlov R|E|A|P|P|E|A|R|E|D I |V|A|N
61 Bridal 13 Zingy taste MIA|T|T|E|L A|T|T|A|I|N|S
accessories 18 "Ifonly [ DN T o[n[s|HIER
62 Part of CPU listened ..." TIAIM|E|N|E M|O|T|I|F|S
63 Whodunit 22 Finder's payoff L|T|I]|S R E|L T|O|Y
discovery 24 Frosts a cake BIAIR|T [s|c[i]|o[N
64 Circular path 25 Burns BIR|A H|U P O|[N|T|O
65 Leave in the 26 "Strong Enough” [S| I |C|K|E|N RIAIN|G|E|D
dust singer B~ E|VE Els[s IIEIN
27 Fire engine gear |[C|O|L|OINJE|L S|I|E|V|E|S
DOWN 28 Involved in,asa [A|L|O|T I [T|A[L|I[A|N]|I|[C|E
1 "Waterloo" crime GlL|lu[TE L |o|V[E DIT E[R|N
Singers 31 Dame E|A|S|Y SIN|A|K|E S|T|U|D
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By Toriana Williams

In the quiet hills of Hebron, where winding
roads give way to soft greens and rolling fair-
ways, the Blackledge Country Club stands as a
living tribute to family, tradition and the endur-
ing love of golf.

But once a year, it gets a little crazy.

Founded in 1963 by Ernie Anderson and
three partners, Blackledge began humbly as a
nine-hole course. Over the decades, it grew —
first to 18 holes, then to 27 and eventually to
36 — with each expansion reflecting the family’s
deep commitment to the sport and their com-
munity.

“My dad started it,” William “Bill” Anderson
said. “He worked at Pratt & Whitney ... along
with two of the other partners, Nelson Friese
and Jack Darby”

The idea came to Ernie when he realized how
long he had to wait just to get a tee time at an-
other course. “[Ernie] said, ‘There must be such
an interest in golf. ’'m going to build my own
golf course.”

Bill's uncle, Doug Porter, was also a partner
at the time.

From those modest beginnings, Blackledge
blossomed into one of the region’s most beloved
public golf courses. Despite its “Country Club”
name, Bill emphasized that it remains open to
all. “We're a public golf course that also offers
memberships”

The clubs two 18-hole courses, complete
restaurant, music nights and indoor simula-
tor make it more than a golf destination - it’s a
community gathering space.

Family is the lifeblood of Blackledge. Genera-
tions of Andersons have tended the greens, run
tournaments and welcomed guests. Even Bill’s
mother helped shape the club’s legacy.

“My grandmother was one of the first to start
the Women’s league here;” said Christopher
“Chris” Anderson, one of Bill's two sons and
business partners. Chris shared that his grand-
mother, Bea Anderson, was incredibly influen-
tial in welcoming women to golf in the area.

“It’s funny - back in the day, the men went to
play golf while women stayed home. It’s almost
the opposite now;” Chris smiled.

The spirit of fun and inclusion is never more
alive than during one of the club’s most famous
events — the Greenkeeper’s Revenge tourna-
ment. It’s a tradition that has delighted golfers
for more than half a century.

The tournament began in the early 1970s,
said Bill. “This is our 55th year”

Originally created by the Men’s Club and
member Al LaChapelle as a thank you to the
maintenance crew, it quickly became a commu-
nity favorite.

“It’s actually a fundraiser for the maintenance
crew; said Bill. “They get to set up the course in
a crazy way, and whatever [money] was raised
would go to the crew for all their hard work”

“Crazy” is putting it mildly. Each November,
this year held on Nov. 7, the staff transforms
the meticulously maintained course into a play-
ground of obstacles and laughter. For example,
“some of the holes you tee off a toilet and then
you putt into a toilet seat,” said Chris.

This year, one hole had four clotheslines
strung across the green with laundry, including
underwear, hanging off it.

“Another had ten big Christmas trees set up
with snowballs all over the place,” Bill added.

And while other golf courses may have simi-
lar events, “our Greenkeeper’s Revenge is on ste-
roids,” Bill laughed.

Every hole - 18 in total - is decorated with
its own theme. The tenth hole features roughly
20 pieces of maintenance equipment arranged
as obstacles across the fairway, with a line of
shovels going all around to create an added
challenge.

“You can’t run it up — you've got to get it over;’
explained Bill.

That creativity and humor have earned the
event near-mythical status among local golfers.
The tournament has grown so popular that all
three days fill up within just a couple hours after
the registration email goes out, Bill spoke.

“We could do a fourth day, but it’s so involved
to set it up and take it down.

Each year, the tournament runs Friday
through Sunday. This year, 144 players attended
each day - or 432 in total.

In true Blackledge fashion, it’s as much a cel-
ebration as a competition. After the 11th hole,
players gather at a pavilion for drinks and food,
including chili and hot dogs. There’s also a chip-
ping contest where participants aim for old ap-
pliances like ovens and air conditioners. For $5,
golfers get five shots and anyone who lands one
earns entry into a 50/50 raffle.

The numbers from this year’s tournament tell
the story of its scale: “We went through about
30 gallons of chili, 500 hot dogs,” said Ryan An-
derson, one of Bill’s two sons and partners. “And
five or six kegs of beer and a couple bottles of
Fireball,” Chris laughed.

Ryan explained that the tournament follows
a scramble format, which keeps the game fun
and relaxed for players of all skill levels. In this
setup, each team is made up of four players, and
everyone hits from the same spot after the best
shot is chosen. He noted that it takes the pres-
sure off individuals while still keeping the com-
petition lively.

“It gives you four chances to make one good
shot,” he said, adding that the format encourages
teamwork and makes the event more enjoyable
for casual golfers. Winners of the tournament
receive “Pro Shop credit” in amounts of $100
to the first-place team, $75 to the second-place
team and $50 to the third-place team.

Despite the revelry, the purpose of the event
remains heartfelt.

Help for the Holidays

With the holidays coming up, bereavement
support group meetings can provide a safe place
to share stories of loved ones, and learn about
the process of grief with others as well as strat-
egies that might help people through the holi-
days and beyond.

The Grief Journey: A Bereavement Support
Group is held Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30
p-m., at the Church of the Holy Family parish

house, 185 Church St. The group is facilitated by
grief educators Michael Glazier and Stephanie
Haines.

All grieving adults are welcome, whether your
loss is recent or past, and you may come to one
session or as many as you would like. This sup-
port group is non-denominational and brought
to you by a collaborative effort of the Hebron
faith communities. There is no registration.

HIHS Food Assistance Available

With the ongoing federal government shut-
down and the delay in the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, He-
bron Interfaith Human Services has announced
the following information about its programs
and how others can help.

Community Food Pantry: The HIHS Com-
munity Food Pantry, located at 26 Pendleton
Drive in Hebron, is open to any income-eligible
individual or family in Connecticut experienc-
ing food insecurity. Hebron/Amston residents
can shop once per week and out-of-town guests
can shop twice per month. Food distribution
hours are Tuesday/Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., and
Friday, noon-5 p.m. Guests are asked to bring
their own clean folded shopping bags.

Mobile Foodshare: The CT Foodshare mo-
bile produce truck will be at the Church of Hope
parking lot (junction of routes 85 and 66) every
other Tuesday from 11:15 to 11:45 am. Every-
one is welcome and guests are asked to bring
their own reusable bags to hold their selections.
The remaining dates for 2025 are Nov. 18, Dec.
2, Dec. 16 and Dec. 30. Please dress accordingly
for colder weather.

Holiday Assistance: Assistance for Thanks-
giving and Holiday gifts is available on the
HIHS website, www.hihsct.org. Holiday gifts

are limited to parents/guardians with children
living in their households in Hebron, Andover
and Marlborough.

Donations Needed: Non-perishable dona-
tions of pantry staples, hygiene products and
cleaning supplies are welcome. Items must not
be expired, rusted or dented. Most-needed
items: canned meats, hearty/chunky soups,
pasta & sauce, instant potatoes, cereal/oatmeal,
canned fruits. Grocery gift cards always wel-
come to use towards meat, dairy and eggs.

Thanksgiving Food Drive: Saturday, Nov.
15, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. There will be two collection
locations - at Ted’s IGA, 127 Main St., and at
the HIHS Community Food Pantry. HIHS will
collect foods to make Thanksgiving bags, as well
as gift cards.

Monetary Contributions: Can be made on-
line via www.hihsct.org or in person during
normal pantry hours, which are Tuesday/Thurs-
day, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., and Fri, noon-5 p.m.

Holiday Sponsors Needed: Bring joy to a
child this holiday by becoming a gift sponsor for
$35 or a clothing sponsor for $50. Details avail-
able at www.hihsct.org.

For more information on HIHS, visit www.
hihsct.org, email hihsfoodpantry@gmail.com
or call 860-228-1681.

‘Greenkeeper’s Revenge’ Returns to Blackledge

For one of the holes durlng Blackledge Country Club’ Greenkeeper s Revenge,
busted-up vehicle was “offered” as a “prize” if golfers got a hole in one.

“It’s just a nice way of showing appreciation
for all the work the maintenance crew does
throughout the year;” Bill said. The proceeds are
shared among assistants, mechanics and other
staff members who contribute to organizing
the tournament. Bill chose not to disclose the
amount of money raised and gifted to his em-
ployees from the tournament.

The maintenance team’s work is no small task.

“We take care of everything outside - all turf-
related issues, mowing, irrigation, drainage,
said Ryan. “They’re here at 4:30 in the morning
on weekends,” said Bill. “It’s a very daunting job,
really. A lot of dedication.”

That sense of dedication and pride designs
the entire operation. “Were big on being a fam-
ily here;” Bill said. During the summer season,
the club employs around 110 people, and the
annual holiday party draws the entire team to-
gether, shared Bill. Many of those employees
have been with the club for decades - some for
over 40 years.

Even with its growth and modern additions -
like the practice facility named for Bill's mother,
Bea - the course remains rooted in its original

spirit.

“I worked here as a kid picking rocks when it
was being built,” Bill recalled. “All the families
were involved. It’s always been a family busi-
ness.”

Today, the third generation of Andersons
manages the greens, with hopes that a fourth
will one day take the reins.

“My sons are my partners now, said Bill.
“And hopefully my grandkids will be next to
take it over”

That continuity - between past and pres-
ent, between fun and hard work - is what gives
Blackledge its character. Whether it’s the smell
of fresh-cut grass at dawn, the laughter echo-
ing from the pavilion during the Greenkeeper’s
Revenge or the taste of delicious meals at their
restaurant, the Anderson family’s love for their
course is undeniable.

And in Hebron, where tradition runs as deep
as the roots beneath those fairways, the story of
Blackledge’s Country Club continues — through
every swing, every season and every passing
generation.

On Sunday, Nov. 23, at 7 p.m., the Catholic
community of the Good Shepherd will host
the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
and Celebration at the Church of The Holy
Family (185 Church St, Hebron), in partner-
ship with Gilead Congregational Church,
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, and the United
Brethren of Hebron Synagogue.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service

After the service, all are invited to gather
for food and fellowship in the church hall. In
keeping with the spirit of the season, please
bring an appetizer or dessert to share and a
non-perishable food item that will be donated
to Hebron Interfaith Human Services.

Contact Nicole (860-228-3727 ext. 107) for
more information.

St. Peter’s Roast Pork Tenderloin Dinner

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its next
monthly community dinner Saturday, Nov. 15,
starting at 3:30 p.m. The menu will include pork
tenderloin, gravy, applesauce, roasted potatoes,
winter squash, rolls and dessert. The cost is $17.

This meal is takeout-only. You will be given
a ticket for each meal you order. A server will
come to your car, take your ticket(s), your pay-
ment, and your dessert order. They will bring

your change, meal and dessert back to your car,
and place all in your back seat or trunk. You
won't need to get out of your car.

As part of the St. Peter’s outreach programs, a
portion of each meal sold this month will go to
the Windham Area Interfaith Ministry.

The church is located at 30 Church St. For
more details, contact the church at 860-228-
3244 or visit www.StPetersHebron.com.

Knights of Columbus Food Drive

The Knights of Columbus Council 11835 of
the Catholic Community of the Good Shepherd
[Church of The Holy Family in Hebron and St.
Columba Church in Columbia], is sponsoring a
food drive through Nov. 30 to benefit the Cov-
enant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in Willimantic.

Items Needed to Stock the Pantry: Break-
fast: cereals; oatmeal (cooked or instant); and
breakfast & granola bars; Canned Goods: pasta
meals (ravioli, etc.); fruits (also dried); veg-
etables (corn, carrots, beets, potatoes & spin-
ach); protein (chicken, beef, tuna) & baked or
kidney beans; hearty soups; crushed tomatoes;
and pasta sauce & tomato sauce (cans or jars);
Dry Goods: rice & pasta; flavored rice & pasta
mixes; noodle cups; Ramen noodles (all variet-
ies); and macaroni & cheese; Beverages: juice
(bottles, boxes & pouches); shelf stable milk and
non-dairy alternatives; Pantry Staples: cooking
oil, sugar, flour, spices & seasonings; Toiletries:
shampoo, conditioner, soap (bar, body wash
& hand soap); deodorant; toothpaste; body &
hand lotion; and feminine hygiene products;
Baby Supplies: diapers sizes 5,6,7; and baby
wipes (scented & sensitive); and Pet Supplies:
dog & cat food; and cat litter.

Note: Healthy options (no added sodium, no
added sugar, low sugar, sugar free and low fat

foods of all kinds) are appreciated by CSK cli-
ents with chronic health conditions. Allergen-
friendly options are also needed for those on
restricted diets. Healthy snacks for children are
highly encouraged.

Items Needed for Thanksgiving: Turkeys:
Deliver frozen turkeys and all other items re-
quiring refrigeration to CSK, 220 Valley St.,
Willimantic, Phone 860-423-1643. Do not leave
turkeys or any other frozen or refrigerated food
in the church collection bins. Other needs:
stuffing mix, cranberry sauce (jellied or whole
berry); gravy (jar, canned or packet); fresh or
canned potatoes & sweet potatoes; corn & peas
(frozen or canned); cornbread mixes & other
quick bread or muffin mixes; dinner rolls; pie
fillings (pumpkin & fruits); and pie crusts (fro-
zen or refrigerated). Place donations in the des-
ignated bins located in the entry ways of CHF
and SC. If delivering donations to CSK, direct
staff to attribute them to “Parish of the Good
Shepherd K of C Food drive”

Grocery Store Gift Cards: Gift cards are also
most welcome. Parishioners are directed to put
gift cards in an envelope marked “K of C Food
Drive” and place them in the collection baskets.

Contact Karl (860-781-0293) with questions.
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By Toriana Williams

When Andrew Tierney began his public ser-
vice career four decades ago, he never imagined
hed someday be recognized by the Internation-
al City/County Management Association for 40
years of governmental service.

“It’s hard to believe,” Tierney said.
keep track... It went by fast”

At 62 years old, Tierney has spent the major-
ity of his professional life serving the people of
Hebron, Connecticut. Before coming to He-
bron, he spent a decade in East Haddam as the
town’s public works director, then came to serve
Hebron in 1996. “January will be 30 years,” he
said.

Tierney’s journey through town government
mirrors the slow, steady growth of the commu-
nity he has served. He served as the town’s pub-
lic works director until 2012, then was named
interim town manager before he was officially
hired for the role permanently.

Despite his longevity, Tierney’s humility re-
mains as evident as his work ethic.

“It's been a good career life;” he said. “It’s ...
rewarding for me to finally realize that I've been
doing it for 40 years”

Tierney spoke of the congratulations he re-
ceived from colleagues and coworkers, and how
they appreciated his dedication. “I appreciate
that as well,” he shared.

Tierney’s recognition came during the 2025
ICMA Annual Conference, held in Tampa, Fla.
The milestone, while impressive, was not some-
thing Tierney sought out. “It’s just so reward-
ing,” he said simply.

The Hebron town manager’s leadership has
guided the community through challenges both
natural and unprecedented.

“You're in charge of the safety and the well-
being of the whole community;” Tierney said.
“Whether it be inclement weather, fires, major
power outages — things like that.”

One memory that stands out for him came
from a 2013 storm that forced the town to can-

“T don’t

cel Halloween.

“It snowed, and we ended up having to cancel
trick-or-treat out on the local streets because
the wires were still down,” he remembered. That
moment, though difficult, sparked a new com-
munity tradition. “The result coming from that
is that we started doing trunk-or-treat, which is
now a big success and we continue doing that
here each year”

Tierney also led the town through the uncer-
tainty of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We had to shut things down and try to keep
the government running at the same time when
a lot of employees were not ... in the office,” he
said. “But we did okay with that, we fared well”

For Tierney, the heart of the job lies in com-
munity connection and steady stewardship.

“If you give Hebron a report card, I think we
do pretty well,” he said.

He believes that residents are generally happy
with how the town is run and the improvements
being made, noting recent additions like ball-
field lights, a skateboard park, pickleball courts
and dog parks - all part of ongoing efforts to
enhance community spaces.

He also has held key regional positions, serv-
ing as chairman of the Chatham Health District
and participating in a regional insurance con-
sortium that covers multiple towns and school
districts.

“It’s a lot of work,” he admitted, and he noted
that he is likely the longest-serving town man-
ager Hebron has had since the community ad-
opted the town manager form of government.

That longevity, said former Board of Select-
men chairman Dan Larson, has been a blessing
to Hebron. Larson explained that Tierney came
to Hebron about 30 years ago, beginning his
career as the town’s public works director, and
later applied for and was selected to fill the open
town manager position.

“He was a perfect fit. We have been just to-
tally blessed to have Andy serve in that capac-
ity;” Larson said.

Upcoming at the Library

The following events are taking place at
Douglas Library. For more information, call
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Art History Film Series:
Every Monday in November, 6 p.m. Celebrate
National Arts and Humanities Month (which
was in October) by learning about art and art-
ists with these films.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 6:30 p.m.
Each month, read a different cookbook and
each member of the club will choose a recipe
to make and share with the group. This month
we'll read and cook from “Dinner in One.”

Craft Swap: Wednesday, Nov. 19, noon-5
p.m. Bring those extra craft supplies and un-
finished projects to give away and then choose
some new supplies to take home. Donations can
be dropped off any time from now through Nov.
18.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 7
p-m. The Great Divide by Cristina Henriquez
will be discussed. The group meets at the Amer-
ican Legion.

American Job Center: Thursday, Nov. 20,
from 3-5 p.m. William Newton of the AJC will
be here to assist with your resume and answer
any questions you may have.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Monday, Nov. 24,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Receive a pair of Red Cross
x Pac-man socks while supplies last.

Transfer Station
Hours Change

Hebron Transfer Station hours have
changed to the winter schedule as of Nov. 2.
Hours are now: Sundays, 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.;
and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Community Chorus
Spring Concert

The Hebron Community Chorus is perform-
ing its fall concert, entitled “Fill the World with
Song,” on Saturday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m., at St. Pe-
ter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Main St.

The chorus, consisting of 25 singers from He-
bron and surrounding towns, is under the di-
rection of Andrey Stolyarov, who has been its
director since its founding by The Town Center
Project in 2022.

This program features the world premiere of
the song “Lovely Chance,” commissioned by the
chorus in honor of its founder Judith Podell,
and five seasons of music.

Friday Film: Nov. 21, 1 p.m. The Naked Gun
(rated PG-13) will be shown.

Teen: TAB Meeting: Wednesday, Nov. 19,
3:30-4:30 p.m. Come share ideas and earn one
community service hour. Sign up to volunteer at
the Hebron holiday craft tables on Dec. 6.

Children: Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5
p-m. All kids are invited to come build some
Lego creations.

Storytime: Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months to 3 years
old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 years old
as they learn letters, numbers and colors. Sib-
lings are always welcome at either session.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories,
songs, and crafts.

STEM for Homeschoolers: Wednesday, Nov.
19, 1-2 p.m., for grades pre-K through 4.

Town Manager Honored for a Llfet_lme of Dedication

In January, Andrew Tierney, middle, will celebrate 30 years of service to Hebron,
and outgoing Hebron Board of Selectmen member Dan Larson, left, said Hebron is
“blessed” to have Tierney serve the town. Also pictured is former selectman Gayle

Mulligan.

As a longtime member of various Hebron
boards, Larson has worked with Tierney for de-
cades. He described his colleague as a stabiliz-
ing force.

“He has always been just so solidly pro-He-
bron,” Larson said.

Larson added Tierney has devoted the past
three decades to improving Hebron, and the
town has greatly benefited from his dedication
and genuine care for the community.

Larson said he believes Tierney’s leadership
shone brightest during times of crisis.

“Probably the most perfect example was CO-
VID,” Larson said. “Good, solid leadership and
good staff helped to get us through that”

He recalled that during his tenure as board
chairman and board member, they worked to-
gether to navigate challenges, find solutions and
ensure that Hebron continued to progress.

Larson’s admiration is grounded not only in
Tierney’s effectiveness but in his character.

“It’s been a great ... marriage between Andy
and the town,” he said. “I've got nothing but
praise and admiration for him and for his com-
mitment.”

When asked what people might not realize
about Tierney’s role, Larson didn’t hesitate.

“The hardest thing is, you've got to make de-
cisions,” said Larson. He noted that leading is
simple when the choices are easy, but true lead-
ership is tested when difficult or unpopular de-
cisions have to be made.

For Tierney, those decisions are all part of the

job.

“It’s a 24/7 commitment,” Tierney said. “I get
calls Sunday morning at 8 oclock and some-
times Saturday nights at midnight”

Despite the constant demands, he sees the
role as a privilege.

“It’s apolitical,” he explained. “You make your
decisions based on what’s in the best interest
of the town, not the government or a political
party”

When asked about his favorite part of the
job, Tierney’s answer was simple: “The people
of the community and the people that I work
with, and the honor of them trusting me to let
me serve for them?”

After 40 years in public service - and with
plenty more years ahead - Tierney remains as
steady and committed as ever.

“Slow and steady wins the race,” he said, and
added with a laugh, “I try to stay out of the
newspaper as much as possible - at least for the
right reasons.”

Parks and Rec
News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering
the following. For full program descriptions
- including costs - and to register, please vis-
it hebronct.recdesk.com/community or call
860-530-1281.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for
Recreational programs for grades 9-12.

SKUNGAMAUG
risH & GAME CLUp

TURKEY & TRAP SHOOT

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 2PM

OCT 26TH - NOV 23RD
FOLLOW SIGNS TO 423 JONES STREET HEBRON

BEST TARGET SHOT WINS!
CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE!

A. Cubeta

Braces Made Me Smile! )

Personalized Care for Children, Teenagers, and Adults

« Invisalign
+ Clear Braces
- Digital X-rays

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

- Free Consultation
« Flexible Financing
- Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist
~

RAN

RE11-14-25

\

RE10-24-25

10 Wall Street
Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 228-9800
www.raneyortho.com

Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN24/7 |

RE4-25-25 I

»

www. firesidesupply.net

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

860.228.1383

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.
GHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLAGE CLEANINGS

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

RE2-7-25
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Colebrook Village at Hebron is holding a
community-wide nonperishable food drive
through Monday, Nov. 24, to benefit the He-
bron Interfaith Human Services Food Pantry.
Donations can be dropped off in the lobby of
Colebrook Village at Hebron, located at 55
John E. Horton Blvd.

The food drive aims to help local families
in need during the holiday season by collect-
ing a variety of shelf-stable food items and

Colebrook Village Food Drive

household essentials. All are asked to donate.

Most-wanted items Include: hearty soups
(such as Campbell's Chunky or Progresso),
canned meats (tuna, chicken, Spam, ham,
salmon), pasta and tomato products (diced,
crushed, sauce), rice sides, pasta sides, stuft-
ing mix, canned fruit, jelly (squeeze bottles
preferred for student food packs), laundry
detergent, dish soap, shampoo and body
wash.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’,
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Sunday services are at 8
a.m. (Rite 1 without music); and at 10 a.m. (Rite
2 with hymns). A coffee hour is held following
each service. Sunday School is offered at the 10
a.m. service.

Book Club: Meets Mondays through Novem-
ber from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. This fall, the group
is reading The Dream of God by Verna J. Dozier.
Bring your lunch and enjoy fellowship and food.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at

10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Project Hope Meal Preparation: Saturday,
Nov. 15, 2:30 p.m. Meet in the parish hall to as-
semble dinners for the Project Hope homeless
shelter in Willimantic.

Outreach: This month, food donations will
go to Marlborough food pantry. A collection
basket is in the church and outside the parish
hall. St. Peter’s is also a supporter of Project
Hope in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connections: Mon-
days at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Com-
mittee: Mondays at 4 p.m.; Choir: Wednesdays
at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: Building and
Grounds, Community Events planning, Fi-
nance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gec@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings:
Saturday, 11/16: Church Workday: Fall Cleanup
at 9 a.m., outside; Sunday, 11/16: Worship Ser-
vice at 10 a.m. (in-person in the sanctuary, as
well as online and livestreamed); Sunday, 11/16:
Coffee Hour at 11 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Sun-
day, 11/16: ‘Gilead to Go' Meals Information
Session at 11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Monday,
11/17: Bible study at 9:30 a.m., online via Zoom;
Tuesday, 11/18: AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m., Social

Hall; Wednesday, 11/19: Yoga at 9:30 a.m., Fel-
lowship Hall; Wednesday, 11/19: Book Group at
10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 11/19:
Choir Practice at 7 p.m., sanctuary; Thursday,
11/20: Trustees at 7 p.m., Parish House; Friday,
11/21: Giggles at Gilead Comedy Fundraiser at
7 p-m., Fellowship Hall.

Annual Church Workday: Saturday, Nov.
15, 9 a.m. Join the Trustees as they spend time
cleaning up the church grounds and facilities.
Rain date: Saturday, Nov. 22.

Faith and Film Potluck Series: Friday, Dec.
5, 6 p.m., in Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to
share and enjoy a movie, food, and fellowship.
All are welcome.

Save the Dates: Sunday, Nov. 30, Hygiene
Kit Assembly at 11:30 a.m. for Church World
Service - help pack essential supplies for those
in need. Sunday, Dec. 14: Women’s Fellowship
Annual Cookie Sale at 11 a.m.; Sunday, Dec. 21:
Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship at
10 am.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information
and full program descriptions, and to register,
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

Medicare Open Enrollment/Winter Fuel
Assistance: The Open Enrollment period takes
place annually from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7.
This is your opportunity to review all of your
options and decide to stay with your current
plan, or switch to another plan, or change the
way that you receive your Medicare benefits. To
set up an appointment, call the senior center
and ask for Sharon or Dennis.

RHAM Bingo: Mondays, Nov. 17 and Dec. 8,
2:30-4 p.m. The RHAM National Honor Soci-
ety Students come and call the games, provide
refreshments, and prizes. You can play up to 4
cards for free and they play a total of 8 games.

Sound Healing: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m.,
with staff from The Residence at Glastonbury.
Through soothing vibrations from instruments
like crystal singing bowls and the Native Flute,
you'll be guided into a meditative state that pro-
motes deep relaxation and emotional release.

Chatham Health Monthly Educational Se-
ries: Thursday, Nov. 20, 12:15 p.m., topic to be
determined. Chatham Health’s Stephanie Reyes
will present..

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings: Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., offered by
Chatham Health. No registration required.
Then, stay for the monthly educational series
immediately following.

On Yoga: The Architecture of Peace: Monday,
Nov. 24, 10:15 a.m. Yoga instructor Laurie Pas-
teryak will show this documentary, which will
be followed by a discussion. It will be a “yoga
gratitude party” in honor of the Thanksgiving
holiday week. Since there will be no yoga class

on that Thursday it will be a different type of
gathering: a movie + discussion (known as
“satsang”). It is free, but if you plan on com-
ing, please pre-register for set-up purposes, but
drop-ins are welcome too. You do not have to be
in the yoga class; this is open to anyone.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is
required by noon the day before the trip. Sched-
ule: Friday, Nov. 21, Big Y; Closed on Friday,
Nov. 28; Friday, Dec. 5, 11 a.m., Walmart.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals,
for medical care, personal needs care, gro-
cery shopping, or other pre-approved needs.
Transportation available Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Appointments must be scheduled a minimum
of 24 hours in advance, but 48 hours is recom-
mended - and required for new riders. For more
information or to schedule an appointment, call
860-228-1700.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; most
require pre-registration. More information in
the monthly newsletter or at the senior center.
Monday through Friday: Exercise Equipment
Room, 9 am.-3 p.m. - though from 9 am.-
noon on Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10
a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays: Knit-
ting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.;
Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: En-
hance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. Thursdays:
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Chatham Health
blood pressure screening, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
on the third Thursday of the month; Chatham
Health Education Series, 12:15 p.m. on the third
Thursday of the month; Massage, 12:30-6:30
p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.;
Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m.

‘Giggles at Gilead’ - Laughter for a Cause

“Giggles at Gilead,” a night of comedy, com-
munity and giving back, will take place Friday,
Nov. 21, at Gilead Congregational Church, 672
Gilead St.

Presented in partnership with Funny 4 Funds,
this PG-13 comedy fundraiser will feature local
comedians, raffle baskets and more -- all to sup-
port local charitable causes.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the show starts at
7 p-m. Tickets: $25 per person. Popcorn will be
provided; bring your favorite snacks.

Space is limited. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit tinyurl.com/2hcm3xsw.

For more information, contact the church of-
fice at gcc@gileadchurch.net or 860-228-3077.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
Those unable to attend in person can join online
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. A new Men’s Bible Study will begin in
January, focused on “Seven Rules All Good
Christians Should Face.”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers

childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more
information about donating or participating in
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

All are invited to take a guided hike Satur-
day, Nov. 22, at 1:30 p.m., on Hebron’s Hib-
bert Preserve, to Celebrate National Take-a-
Hike! Day.

Join Hebron Trail Ranger co-leaders on a
guided hike on the Hibbert Preserve town-
owned open space bordering the Air Line
State Park Trail. Co-leaders will observe and
identify plants along the “blue trail” and note
any invasive ones for future control.

The orange-chained entryway is at 310 Old
Colchester Rd., just north of the Air Line
Trail and south of Northam Road. Park safely
either on the grassy area along the west side
of Old Colchester Road (near the yellow “cau-

Hike Hibbert Preserve

tion-pedestrian” sign) or at the Air Line Trail
designated parking.  Carpooling is highly
encouraged. Please see hebronpaths.org/hib-
bert for more info.

The trail is an easy-to-moderate 2 miles
round trip with some muddy spots, so hik-
ing shoes are reccommended. As always when
hiking, wear bright clothing, tick protection,
and be sure that soles of shoes are clean when
entering. (Consider keeping a clean pair of
shoes in your vehicle for return.) Allow 1.5
hours to enjoy this hike. Steady rain cancels.
The event is free and open to all. Please keep
pets leashed.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome to join in this study,
where together they’ll learn what it means to
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
The study will be taking a break for the months

of November and December. It will resume in
January.

Kingdom Men: Men’s Breakfast: Saturday,
Nov. 15, 8-10 a.m., at the church. All men are
invited.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! Or-
nament Swap & Cookie-Decorating: Friday,
Dec. 5. All middle and high school youth are
welcome for food, a lesson, an ornament swap
and cookie-decorating. Kids are welcome to
come either at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and the
whole event, or arrive at 8 p.m. for dessert and
activity. Pick up is at 9:30 p.m.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
alink and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office; there are several new ministers
trained and wanting to help.

Church of The Holy Family News

The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church
St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for more information. The church office can be
reached at 860-228-3727. Church of The Holy
Family is a member of the Catholic Community
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael
Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is
available for the sacrament on Thursdays at 7
a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (church phone ext. 110). Refer to the par-
ish website for other available times at St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New
members (voices and musical instruments) are
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier,
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors™: The Social
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal
on the second Sunday of each month for the
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK)
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Dec,
14. However, cereal is most welcome any time.

Like us on

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance)
closest to the Parish House or the freezer in the
St. Columba church hall by the 4th Tuesday of
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next
day. The next due date is Nov. 25. Contact Diane
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the
month from September through June (except
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening of
games, food and discussion. See the parish web-
site for more info.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee
is collecting the following items for the shelter:
household cleaning products (great need), pa-
per towels, TP & 13- and 35-gallon trash bags
(55-gallon no longer used); men’s crew neck
T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L,XL,2XL); women’s
briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s & women’s wool socks;
new or gently-used and clean winter clothing
and coats; women’s personal hygiene products;
and laundry pods or liquid detergent. Place
bagged donations in the oak collection box next
to the Cry Room. Call Monica McKerracher
(860-228-4211) for more information.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.
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Kid Governor Bus B

By Toriana Williams

A blast of excitement rolled into Andover
Elementary School last Thursday, Nov. 6, when
the Kid Governor bus made a special stop, turn-
ing civics education into a real-world celebra-
tion.

The Kid Governor program - a statewide
initiative promoting hands-on civic learning
— has become a cornerstone of the fifth grade
curriculum in Andover. Fifth grade teacher Lisa
Hopkins explained that it is a program designed
to introduce civics to elementary-age students,
especially those in fifth grade, “and get them
immersed in the whole process of becoming a
governor.”

Created in 2015 by program director Brian
Cofrancesco at the Democracy Center in Hart-
ford, it mirrors the real responsibilities of run-
ning for governor, from campaigning to leader-
ship development.

Hopkins has been leading the program lo-
cally since its early years, and she said it gives
students both purpose and voice. They study
voting history, examine leadership qualities
and choose a community issue that matters to
them. After researching, each student develops
a three-point platform and a speech, then cam-
paigns in front of peers.

The program is “very much like [what] an
adult would go through to become governor
of a state,” she said. “They have to do some re-
search and they choose a community issue that
is important to them, one that fifth graders
could work on”

Once students present their speeches, the fifth
grade votes to select a school-wide nominee.
That candidate then advances to the state-level

Need Holiday

Assistance?

Does your family need help with gifts this
holiday season? Do you know an Andover
family who could use a little help?

Please reach out to either Roberta
Dougherty, Town Clerk & Social Services/
Municipal Agent, at 860-742-7305 ext. 4218
or townclerk@andoverct.org, or Tess Grous,
Community & Senior Center Director, at
860-742-7305 ext. 4510 or tgrous@ando-
verct.org.

Donations Sought for
Clothing Sale

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6 in Andover, will hold a Clothing
Sale on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
with a bag sale from 1-2 p.m.

History Museum
Open Saturday

The Andover Historical Society will open its
Museum of Andover History this Saturday, Nov.
15, from 4-6 p.m. New items are continuously
being added to the display.

The museum is located in the Old Town Hall
on Monument Lane.

Instructional
Basketball for Kids

The instructional basketball program, for
kids in pre-k through grade 2, will start on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6.

Boys and girls in first and second grade will
be from 9 a.m. until 10:15 a.m., and Pre-K and
Kindergarten will be from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45
a.m. Fill out the registration form that is posted
on the town website, andoverconnecticut.org,
and bring it to the first practice along with cash
or a check for $30 payable to the Town of An-
dover.

If you have any questions, call Carol Lee at
860-989-6988.

Your Money Matters

Your Money Matters, a budgeting game expe-
rience, will be held at the Andover Community
and Senior Center on Wednesday, Nov. 19, from
6-8 p.m. Students in grades 7-12 and their par-
ents are encouraged to attend.

Led by Rebecca Bentley, assistant director at
UConn’s One Stop Student Services, this inter-
active game puts students in teams to tackle the
real-world rollercoaster of monthly income and
expenses. From rent and groceries to surprise
car repairs and unexpected bills, participants
will navigate the twists and turns of financial
decision-making in a collaborative setting.

For more information, call the center at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510.

contest, where finalists appear on a statewide
ballot and the winner becomes Connecticut’s
Kid Governor for a one-year term.

Small School, Big Participation

This year, enthusiasm was unmistakable, said
first-year Andover fifth grade teacher Maureen
Sullivan. “We had nine or ten” students decide
to run for Kid Governor, she shared, which is
just under half of the entire grade.

Sullivan said the program is designed for
meaningful student engagement. “It’s fantastic.
It's geared toward fifth grade, so it’s very devel-
opmentally appropriate,” she said.

All students participate in lessons on govern-
ment branches, elections and real responsibili-
ties of leadership — whether they choose to run
or not.

The process is rigorous, Sullivan shared.

“It requires organization and analytical
thinking,” she said, adding with a laugh, “It re-
quires public speaking, which, yikes, right?”

But, Sullivan said, every student rose to the
challenge and made her proud.

Through campaign speeches and a formal
ballot vote, students ultimately elected nominee
Eli Clark, whose platform focused on school
safety.

“School safety, which is really interesting,”
Sullivan said. “The kids ... really connected
with that”

Bringing Civics to the Front Door

Just one day before the statewide vote, the
Kid Governor bus arrived at AES - one of only
a handful of schools selected for the in-person
rally.

Hopkins described the bus as unmistakable
and full of energy. “It is decked out for Kid Gov-

Townsend Cemetery
Fall Clean-Up

Residents are asked to remove any person-
al items and decorations from the Andover
Townsend Cemetery prior to Saturday, Nov. 15.

All items found to be in violation of cemetery
rules and regulations or a hindrance to main-
tenance will be removed. These items include
pots, shepherd hooks, glass objects, cans and
any items in front of the stone. Please remove
and take home any item you plan to use next
season.

Christmas Fair &
Bake Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will be hold its annual Christmas Fair & Bake
Sale on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
There will be vendors, raffle baskets, silent auc-
tion, baked goods, and Grandma’s Attic items.

If you are a vendor and are interested in rent-
ing a table, they are $20 and include a six-foot
table and two chairs. Call the church to reserve!

If you have any questions, leave a message at
the church, at 860-742-7696.

Meet Andover’s
New Town Clerk

The Town of Andover invites residents to an
Open House Monday, Nov. 24, from 10 a.m.-6
p.m., at the town clerk’s office in Town Hall, 17
School Rd.

All are invited to come meet Roberta Dough-
erty, Andover’s newly elected town clerk. Light
refreshments will be served.

This is an opportunity for residents to learn
more about the services provided by the town
clerk’s office. Avery will answer questions, and
sharing her plans for continuing excellent ser-
vice to Andover’s residents.

Bingo & Basket Raffle

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle
Night Friday, Nov. 21, starting with dinner at
5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $12 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696
with questions.

Fire Department

Turkey Drive

The Andover Fire Department is holding its
2025 Turkey Drive. Donations will be collected
Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the fire-
house on School Road.

The department has a goal of 100 turkeys for
the Andover Food Pantry. The department is in
need of turkeys, stuffing and monetary dona-
tions. Checks will also be accepted, made pay-
able to Andover Food Pantry.

-s‘.{; . " ’

Students at Andover Elementary School gathered for a special visit from the Kid

rings Civics to Life

.] ‘.\

Governor and program representatives, who arrived aboard the colorful Kid Governor

Bus for an inspiring rally.

ernor. You know when you see the bus that it is
a Kid Governor bus,” she said.

The event included the current Kid Governor,
Keudy Martinez of Waterbury, several cabinet
members and program staff who poured out of
the bus with a loudspeaker in hand to kick off
the rally. The cabinet members are composed of
students that made it on to the ballot but were
not elected for the governor position.

Sullivan called the visit “fabulous,” saying the
school had prepared students in advance with-
out revealing too much - heightening anticipa-
tion.

She said, “The bus pulls up and out comes ...
the Kid Governor, his cabinet ... and the kids
all knew who this was. It was fantastic. So they
were just thrilled to see him?”

Students answered questions such as the
three branches of government to earn prizes,
while learning more about the candidates they'd
be voting on the next day.

“It was clearly a big deal,” Sullivan said. “Here
was the real Kid Governor on a real coach bus”

Hopkins agreed the rally pumps up excite-
ment for civic engagement.

“They are just getting the kids excited about
civics, teaching them about the new people that

are on the ballot,” she said
Advocating for the Future

Hopkins said she has seen firsthand how
transformational the program can be. In 2023,
AES student Scarlet Beaulieu even served a one-
year term on the Kid Governor cabinet. Hop-
kins recalled that Scarlet “thanked me, saying
that she was a better writer, a better speaker and
it was all because of the Kid Governor program”

Hopkins said she believes every district
should participate.

“I am such an advocate for this program that
literally, whenever I meet a fifth grade teacher,
I'm like, do you do Kid Governor?” she said. “I
absolutely think it makes a difference”

Sullivan echoed that it empowers children to
feel their voices matter.

“It really has to organically be from them,
she said. “It’s extremely student driven, and I
think there’s a lot of power in that”

As Andoverss fifth graders wait to learn which
student will become Connecticuts next Kid
Governor, their teachers say they already see the
most important victory: young people discover-
ing their ability to lead.

“It really teaches them the way of the world,”
Hopkins said.

Andover Congregational Church, UCC,
located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship,
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The
service also streams live on the church’s Face-
book page (First Congregational Church,
Andover, CT). For more information, call the
church office at 860-742-7696, email ando-
verctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.ando-
verctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At
9 a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Congregational Church News

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m.
Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van
comes to the church every other Wednesday
from 8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the
opposite Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Dinner: Thanksgiving Day,
Nov. 27. Open to anyone; RSVP preferable.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC) is open daily from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The
lounge is open for cards, games and puzzles any-
time, and coffee is always on. All are welcome.
For all senior-related events, call Director Tess
Grous at 860-798-6862. The center’s monthly
newsletter is available on the Town of Andover
website, www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month, ask for Haley at the
center, at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers,
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by
the center if interested.

Transportation: Call Linda at 860-498-2326
to schedule transportation. Provide one week’s
notice for all requests. All seniors, veterans, and
disabled are welcome.

Upcoming Special Events: Transportation
available for all programs. For full event de-
scriptions, call the senior center or see the on-
line newsletter. And for a listing of all weekly
programs, see the online newsletter.

Food Pantry: Wednesday, 8 a.m., Nov. 26.
Foodshare Truck: Wednesday, Nov. 19, 8:30

a.m. Transportation to Andover Congregational
Church, both the pantry and the truck, is avail-
able. For more information on other available
dates and times please contact Joan Soucy at
860-208-3226.

Lunch: Wednesday, Nov. 26, noon, cost is $5.
Bingo/Lunch: Wednesday, Nov. 19, noon. This
will be a free Friendsgiving light lunch with
prize bingo to follow.

Chair Massage with Linda: Wednesday, Nov.
19, 30-minute appointments available from
3:30-5:30 p.m. Cost is $32. Sign up by calling
Linda Derick at 860-655-4409.

Coffee & Crafts: Fridays, Nov. 14 and 28,
12:30 p.m. Sign-up is necessary.

Field Trip: UConn Rock & Roll Museum
Exhibition: Friday, Nov. 21. This is free.

Art Display: Artist Kim Desrosiers is our
highlighted Artist of the Month. Stop by and see
her work. Call the center if you would like to
display your work in the upcoming months.

Chair Massage with Linda: Wednesday, Nov.
19; 30-minute appointments are available from
3:30-5:30 p.m., cost is $32, call Linda Derick to
sign up at 860-655-4409.

PAL Program: People Across Lifetimes:
This intergenerational pen pal program re-
sumed Nov. 10. Call Grous for more details.

Center Closed for Thanksgiving: Thursday,
Nov. 27.
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!

BEN REIFEL VISITOR

3 é BADLANDS NATIONA

™
y

A

/ " :

/ ; What’s Up, Chief?... Linda Nowotynski and Barbara Jarzabek were on vacation in
The Bulletin in the Badlands... Deb Bourbeau of Marlborough is pictured at the Narragansett, R.I., and are shown here with a statue of Chief Cananchet (leader of

Badlands National Park in South Dakota. She and friend Sally Robinson of Savannah, the Narragansett in 1675) and a copy of the Rivereast!!

Ga., spent six days touring the Badlands, Black Hills, Mount Rushmore, the Crazy

Horse Memorial and other scenic places in southwest South Dakota.
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Enjoying the Island... Barbara Hahn of East Hampton is shown here upon her arrival

on Mackinac Island in Michigan. Mackinac Island is located on Lake Huron. Motor- Hello fr;m; London!... Tom and Janice Mori are shown on their recent trip to Lon-
ized vehicles (except for emergency) are not allowed on the island. In fact, Barbara don prior to their transatlantic cruise. They are on the 37th floor of the Walkie Talkie
added, if you call a taxi, it’s horse-drawn! building for dinner at Sky Garden with their son and future daughter-in-law.

Going on a trip?

r
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARDj

Submit your travel photo holding the .
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win @ .-

a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if o Restawnant
your photo is one the four entries selected! - cﬁ & Lownge
. ine Itali .
To enter, email your photo and | 151 ﬁirziﬁfﬁﬁh‘ife’;ﬁe{ﬁ“;;c“isine J
2 address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com ), Portland K
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Future Smiles Never Looked Brighter

By Margaret O’Callaghan

From the painted artwork on their windows
to their friendly and compassionate staff Smiles
for the Future in Glastonbury knows how to
create a welcoming environment for young pa-
tients.

One of the largest pediatric dental practices
in the state, Smiles for the Future has been pro-
viding inviting, quality care for its young pa-
tients for more than 50 years.

The team at Smiles — which includes six doc-
tors, a half dozen dental assistants, eight hygien-
ists and more than a dozen other patient expe-
rience specialists, orthodontic assistants and
other staff - is willing to nerd out, talk sports,
and listen to a typical school day while they pro-
vide each of their patients the best care possible.

Smiles for the Future - located at 379 Naubuc
Ave. in Glastonbury - is a space where inclusiv-
ity is encouraged and thrives. Each doctor has
come from a different path, allowing all sorts of
perspectives to be utilized at the office.

Dr. Gary Schulman has a master’s degree in
architecture, practiced historic preservation in
Wilton prior to becoming a pediatric dentist
and is an avid swimmer and cross-country skier.
Dr. Lorin Sher likes to kayak, cook and practice
yoga while Dr. Wenjie Jessica Yu is fluent in
Mandarin.

Dr. Laura Borodic is into drawing, ballet and
loves to read a good mystery while Smiles for
the Future’s newest pediatric dentist — Dr. Caro-
line Wilson - holds a degree in chemical engi-
neering, is a proud UConn Husky and Nittany
Lion, is fluent in Spanish and has a black belt in
the Korean martial art of Tackwondo.

While it's important that all their young pa-
tients feel welcome when they come into Smiles
for the Future, the team has made their office
especially welcoming for children with special

needs and their parents. Schulman grew up with
a brother who had special needs and has been
inspired to create a safe environment for all who
visit.

Smiles for the Future’s core values are simple:
impeccable care and comfort, connections to
community (especially education) and “provid-
ing care in concert” — meaning they strive to
collaborate with those who could use the care
for good.

Smiles for the Future’s mission goes far be-
yond simple dental care. Wilson recalled a
saying her instructor gave while she was still a
student. “We're treating the whole patient,” the
instructor explained. It’s a lesson that has stuck
with her ever since.

Wilson always knew she was interested in the
medical field, though it had taken her a while to
decide to pursue a career in dentistry. She had
always heard great praise about Smiles for the
Future and is very glad to have joined the team.

Schulman had a similar experience. He was
originally studying architecture but knew he
wanted to take care of people and have an im-
pact on the lives of children with special needs.
He also is very involved in the Hartford Den-
tal Society and continues to educate students at
UConn.

In addition to in person dental services
Smiles for the Future also provides parents on
their website with useful information on a wide
range of topics including teething, a child’s first
visit to the dentist and fluoride.

Smiles for the Future also now provides adult
dentistry with the addition of Yu to the team.
Smiles also offers orthodontic care.

For more information on Smiles for the Fu-
ture, call 860-633-5246 or visit their website at
smilesforthefuture.com.
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Meredith Weir eclipsed 1,000 career kills in the state tournament. Weir, surrounded

by teammates and coaches, also broke the program-record for most career aces earlier

Standout Athletes
of the Week

this fall.

By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of
the Week for the week of Nov. 3 - 11:

Meredith Weir - RHAM High School (Vol-
leyball): Weir, a senior, eclipsed 1,000 career
kills as the Raptors beat Weston in the Class M
state quarterfinals. Weir has had a memorable
final season at RHAM, also breaking the pro-
gram record in career aces when she tallied her
213th ace in October. The all-conference out-
side hitter leads RHAM in kills and aces this
season and is second on the team in digs.

Chelsea Ryan - East Hampton High School
(Volleyball): Ryan, a senior captain, put up
monstrous numbers through the first three
rounds of the Class S state tournament to lead
the Bellringers to three straight victories. Ryan
totaled 89 assists, 58 digs, 12 kills, and five aces
in the three matches as East Hampton eliminat-
ed Oxford, Holy Cross, and Cromwell to reach
the state semifinals. In the quarterfinals win
over Cromwell, Ryan posted 32 assists and 32
digs as the Bellringers ousted their conference

foes at EHHS on Nov. 7.

Allison Field - Bacon Academy (Volley-
ball): Field, a sophomore, surpassed 500 digs
this season as she served as a libero for a Bacon
Academy squad that advanced to the second
round of the Class M state tournament. Field
powered a defense that helped the No. 22 seed
Bobcats upset the No. 11 Wildcats of Seymour
High School in five sets to open the state tour-
ney on Nov. 4.

Brody Quinn - Portland High School
(Soccer): Quinn, a senior captain, was named
All-Shoreline Conference (SLC) second team
after helping the Highlanders qualified for the
state tournament. Quinn was joined on the
all-conference team by junior teammate Brady
Daggett, who earned honorable mention status.
It was the second season in row that Quinn was
selected All-SLC.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week, email  joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
Please include as many details about the athlete
or performance as possible.

Registration is open for those interested in
being considered for one of the Tri-County
American Legion baseball program’s 2026
summer teams. Deadline to register is Nov.
15.

Serious players who will be between the
ages of 12-19 in 2026 - and who have a parent
residing in Andover, Colchester, East Had-
dam, East Hampton, Hebron, Lebanon and
Marlborough - are eligible. This includes Lit-
tle League players born before Sept. 1, 2014,

Tri-County American Legion Baseball

who could join one of the teams after their
12U season is complete.

Depending on interest, Tri-County can
again form teams at all four levels of Ameri-
can Legion (19U, 17U, 15U and 13U), as well
as teams to compete in Babe Ruth (13U-16U).

Interested players should register at www.
tclegion.com or contact GM Len Lampugnale
at Lampugnale@comcast.net or at 860-295-
0437 for more information.

The team at Smiles for the Future works hard to create a welcoming environment for

all patients. Pictured from left are Carolyn Wilson, DMD, Gary S. Schulman, DMD,
Magdalena Tauber, DMD, Lorin Sher, DMD Orthodontist and Laura Borodic, DMD.

Not pictured is Wenjie Jessica Yu, DMD.

For many years, the Senior Centers in
Colchester, Hebron, Marlborough and East
Hampton have hosted the AARP Tax-Aide
Program, which provides free income tax
preparation services for residents of these
towns and surrounding communities.

Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free volun-
teer tax program, offered in conjunction with
the IRS. The Tax-Aide program is looking
for compassionate and friendly people to join
its volunteer team. You don’t need to be an

AARP Tax-Aide Seeks Volunteers

accountant or tax professional; volunteers
come from a variety of backgrounds. Train-
ing and support are provided.

To apply to volunteer, go to aarpfoundation.
org/taxaidevolunteer or call 1-888-AARP-
NOW (888-227-7669).

If youd like additional information before
signing up, contact your local senior center
and they will connect you with a local Tax-
Aide volunteer.

A Day of Fun, Family and Service

On Saturday, Nov. 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
the Lions clubs of District 23 (Eastern Con-
necticut) will host the Lions Service Carnival at
Cromwell Town Hall & Library Complex Gym-
nasium, 41 West St., Cromwell.

The Eastern Connecticut District governor,
Jim Tripp of Portland, welcomes all district resi-
dents; the district serves Middlesex, New Lon-
don, Tolland, and Windham counties

The carnival invites families to spend Nation-
al Family Volunteer Day engaging in various
hands-on activities. At each of the 15 exhibitor
stations, visitors can experience what it means
to serve — from promoting vision health and en-

vironmental care to supporting mental wellness
and veterans in need. Pick up a “service pass-
port” Children can visit stations for “passport
stamps” and earn a “Service Hero” cape for a
selfie backdrop and for keeps.

The event will feature R] and the On the Spot
Jug Band (audience sing-along and percussion),
balloon animals, face-painting, and a “Servant
Hero” selfie backdrop. There will be free lunch
for up to 75 participants between 11:30 a.m. and
1 p.m.

For updates, message the Lions through the
District 23C Lions Facebook page.

Top Sports Moments of 2025 Nominations

We are once again approaching “The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year” and will soon be
reflecting on the best sports moments from
the area for 2025.

Nominations are being accepted through
Friday, Dec. 19 for any team or individual
athletic accomplishment from any level
(youth, high school, or adult). The perfor-
mance did not have to take place locally, but

must include a local team, player, or resident
that accomplished the feat.

Submissions can be sent to joshhoward-
sports@gmail.com for consideration. Please
include as many details (names, dates, statis-
tics, scores, etc.) as possible.

The Top 25 Moments will be revealed in
the Jan. 2, 2026 edition of the Rivereast News
Bulletin.

Volunteer. The Benefits

Are Extraordinary!

Extraordinary Benefits:
* You'll feel really, really good!

Day & Evening Hours:

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

* You'll meet delightful dogs, fabulous felines,
and some pretty special humans too!

Volunteer Positions Available —

* East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization

» East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical & placement teams

PROTECTORS
o ANIMALS

Scan for more info
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Portland Hebron fAer grandsor}ll Da]\;icll N(érglan-schiﬁ]; anghwife Colchester
Patricia Katherine Schulte Judith B. Knowlton nnie, and thelr beloved daughter, bve Shana, Peter Lewis
Patricia Katherine Judith B. Knowlton, 80, granddaughter Rachel Norman, grandson Josh- Peter Lewis, 70, of [&

(Gutt) Schulte, 83, beloved
wife to the late Francis H.
Schulte Jr., of Colchester,
passed away peacefully
with her children by her
side Wednesday, Nov. 5.
Patricia was born in Hart-
ford on Sept. 7, 1942, to
the late John and Theresa
(Sieminski) Gutt.

Patricia was raised in :
Glastonbury and was a graduate of Glastonbury
High School, class of 1960. As a teenager, Patri-
cia helped cut and hang tobacco every summer
on her dad’s family’s farm, Gutt Family Farm,
located on Addison Road, with her brother
Robert Gutt and many cousins. The original
Gutt family farm house still stands today along
with a small roadside farmstand. As a young
girl, Patricia watched Route 2 be built from
her grandmother’s farm fields and farmhouse,
which is now Sycamore Street. Patricia was very
proud to have been raised and have her family
roots in Glastonbury.

Patricia had her home in Enfield, builtin 1967
where she raised her children and called home
for the past 46 years. After Francis’ passing in
2013, Patricia moved to Colchester, where she
lived for the past 11 years.

Patricia was a woman of many interests such
as UConn women’s basketball or traveling;
whether it was Florida for a long stay or Chicago
for a day, she was always going somewhere. Pa-
tricia loved to tend to her gardens and work in
the yard. Patricia took a cake-decorating course
years ago and was very talented decorating wed-
ding cakes. Patricia loved to cook and bake for
family, friends and whomever visited her home.

Patricia will be most fondly remembered as
someone who brought family and friends to-
gether. She would host every family holiday par-
ty, a multitude of parties for families and friends
and always made sure everyone was fed and
had a drink in their hand. The most important
thing to her was family. She loved and doted on
her children and her loving grandchildren, who
knew her as Nana. We will miss her forever and
we are grateful for the wisdom she gave us and
the memories we shared.

Patricia is survived by her children, Kim-
berly Langdon and her husband David of New
Hartford, Brian Schulte and his wife Margot of
Monson, Mass., Dennise Gray of Enfield, and
Deborah Brede and her husband Conrad of
Amston. Patricia will also be dearly missed by
her grandson, Thomas Herzig of Enfield, and
her twin granddaughters, Madison and Leah
Brede of Amston.

Patricia is predeceased by her husband,
Francis Schulte Jr.; mother, Theresa Sieminski;
father, John Gutt; daughter, Deborah Schulte;
granddaughter, Nicole Katherine Whidtfeldt;
and her brother, Robert Gutt.

There will be a memorial service held Satur-
day, Nov. 15, at noon, in the Farley-Sullivan Fu-
neral Home, 50 Naubuc Ave., Glastonbury. Pa-
tricia will be laid to rest along side her mother in
Saint Augustine Cemetery, 180 Hopewell Road,
South Glastonbury.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in
Patricia’s name may be made to Protectors of
Animals, 144 Main St Unit O, East Hartford,
CT 06118, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation, 13770 Noel Rd, Suite 801889, Dal-
las, TX 75380 or to the American Kidney Fund,
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 300, Rockville, MD
20852.

For further information, or to leave a condo-
lence, please visit FarleySullivan.com.

of Hebron, beloved wife of
the late Douglas Knowl-
ton, died Sunday, Nov. 2.
Judith was born May 17,
1945 in Morristown, N.J.,
to the late Herbert and
Helen (Noble) Stevens. A
graduate of Tufts Univer-
sity, Judith worked as a
physical therapist at sev-
eral hospitals and home
health settings, ending her long career at St
Francis Hospital.

A longtime resident of Marlborough, Judith
was an active member of the community. She
was a Girl Scout Leader, a member of Tri-M,
and very involved in the Episcopal Church,
most recently at St James in Glastonbury and
St Peters in Hebron. She volunteered as a dea-
con, mentor and eucharistic minister, providing
communion to the homebound.

Judith, a lifelong learner, enjoyed continu-
ous self-education by auditing many ministry
courses at local universities and seminaries, in
person and online. For relaxation, she enjoyed
reading, sewing, knitting, many bridge clubs,
games, and puzzles.

Judith is survived by her daughters, San-
dra Dorn and her husband Chris and Debo-
rah Fitzsimmons and her husband Ryan; and
her grandchildren, Sarah Lynn Dorn, Caleb
Fitzsimmons and Tiernan Fitzsimmons; as well
as her brothers, Jack and Ted Brewster.

Besides her husband Doug, she was prede-
ceased by her brother Steven.

A memorial service will be held today, Fri-
day, Nov. 14, at 3 p.m., in St. Peter’s Church, 30
Church St., Hebron, CT. A calling hour will be
from 2-3 p.m. prior to the service. Subsequent
interment will be attended by immediate family.

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. James of
Glastonbury or St. Peter’s of Hebron are wel-
come.

Colchester

Selma Nirenstein

Selma (Seavey) Nirenstein passed away
peacefully Friday, Nov. 7. She lived a long, pro-
ductive life. She was born in Portland, Maine,
grew up in Brockton, Mass., and lived in Col-
chester since the mid-1950s.

She was a graduate of Lesley College in
Cambridge, Mass., and taught kindergarten as
well as worked as a reading assistant and sub-
stitute teacher. She also worked at Hartford
Steamboiler. Selma volunteered in elementary
school in later years, and loved participating in
a high school life course. She also volunteered
to do taxes for people at the senior center for
a number of years. Selma was a member of the
Ahavath Achim Synagogue. She was an avid
participant in many Colchester Senior Center
activities and cherished her many friends there!

Selma was predeceased by her adored hus-
band, Morris Walter Nirenstein, as well as her
youngest daughter, Randi Lee Goldberg. She
was a loving mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother and was so proud of all of us! She
is survived by her daughter, Bea Norman and
son-in-law, Tom, daughter Ruth Hollm and
son-in-law Bob, and special friend Judy Scott,
who she considered an extra daughter! Also,
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Marker Sales & Service
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215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist
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ua Hollm, and Randi’s husband, Alan.

The funeral service was held at Ahavath Achim
Synagogue on Sunday, Nov. 9, in Colchester.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to a charity of your choice.

Visit weinsteinmortuary.com to leave an on-
line condolence.

Portland

Frederick Robert Knous
Frederick Robert Knous
of Portland passed away
unexpectedly Friday, Nov.
7, at the age of 87. He was
the beloved husband of
Amy (Charpentier) Knous
for 43 years.

Born in New Haven,
Fred (a.k.a. Fred-Bob)
was the son of the late
Frederick Knous and May
(Edele) Knous. He earned
degrees from Southern Connecticut State Uni-
versity and the University of Hartford. Fred be-
gan his professional life as a guidance counselor
in Middletown, where he touched the lives of
many students. He later embarked on a second
career in government affairs and lobbying, rep-
resenting a wide range of clients with integrity,
creativity, and a commitment to collaboration.
At the time of his retirement, he was associated
with David Evans Associates.

Fred was deeply involved in public service
and local government throughout his life. While
living in Clinton, he served on the Board of Ed-
ucation and as town treasurer. He went on to
serve two terms in the Connecticut State Senate
representing the 33rd District, as well as several
terms as a selectman in Portland, and partici-
pated on numerous town boards and commis-
sions.

Fred will be remembered for his optimism,
easygoing nature, and wonderful sense of hu-
mor. He and Amy shared a rich and full life sur-
rounded by family and friends. They traveled
extensively - Germany, France, Alaska, and Ire-
land were among their favorites. They treasured
their time at their home on Block Island, where
they enjoyed entertaining loved ones, walking
the beach, watching sunsets, and simply relax-
ing together. Some of Fred’s passions included a
lifelong love of sports (especially horse racing),
gardening, reading, history, playing blackjack
and spending time with his feline companions.

In addition to his wife Amy, Fred is survived
by his three loving daughters: Marcia Knous of
Ormond Beach, Fla.; Daria Knous of San Jose,
Calif;; and Kristin Knous and her partner Gene
Pence of Sarasota, Fla.; his sister, Cheryl Hurst
of Hamden; as well as many loving cousins and
dear friends. He will be greatly missed by all
who knew and loved him.

Calling hours were held Thursday, Nov. 13, at
the Farley-Sullivan Funeral Home, 50 Naubuc
Ave., Glastonbury. A memorial service celebrat-
ing Fred’s life will be held at noon Friday, Nov.
14, in the funeral home.

To honor Fredss life, please take a moment to
appreciate the beauty of a sunset, share a laugh
with someone you love, or simply enjoy the
company of friends and family - just as he al-
ways did.

For more information, or to leave a condo-
lence, please visit FarleySullivan.com.

10% OFF
any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present

ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any

other offer. Certain sizes on certain
products. Expires 10/31/25.
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Colchester, passed away &
peacefully Monday, Nov. &
3. He was born May 10,
1955, the son of the late :
Ralph and Beulah (Wall- &=
bridge) Lewis.

Peter grew up in Man-
chester, where he gradu-
ated from Manchester |
High School in 1973. As |
a young man, his father
taught him valuable mechanical skills — knowl-
edge that Peter carried throughout his life. Gift-
ed with a natural talent for learning, building,
and repairing, he pursued a successful career in
information technology and was known for his
ability to fix just about anything.

Peter’s greatest joy was spending time with
his beloved wife, Mary Ann (MacKenzie) Lewis.
Together, they shared a love of the outdoors -
whether boating, walking, fishing, or simply en-
joying the fresh air. He enjoyed hunting in the
fall for many years with his friends.

Peter was always willing to lend a hand to
others and was well known for his generosity
and kindness. One of his recent accomplish-
ments was the co-creation, alongside local busi-
ness Champion Karate, of The Cane Fitness and
Self-Defense program, designed to educate and
empower individuals who utilize canes.

Even in passing, Peter continued his lifelong
spirit of giving by choosing to donate his or-
gans, providing the invaluable gift of life to oth-
ers in need.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Mary Ann;
his brother, Ron Lewis, and wife, Arline; his sis-
ter, Kathy Lewis Williams; and several wonder-
ful nieces and nephews.

Peter was predeceased by his parents and his
brother, Joe Lewis.

Family and friends are invited to gather for
visitation on Friday, Nov. 28, from 9:30-11 a.m.,
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A memorial ser-
vice celebrating Peter’s life will follow at 11 a.m.

Peter will be remembered for his boundless
curiosity, his helpful spirit, and his love of fam-
ily, friends, and the outdoors. His kindness and
generosity will continue to live on through the
lives he touched and the lives he helped to save.

To share a memory or condolence with Pe-
ter’s family, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

East Hampton
Dorothy Burdick-Heise

It is with great sadness
we announce the pass-
ing of Dorothy “Dottie”
Burdick-Heise, 95, on
Tuesday, Nov. 4. She was
born in Willimantic to
Rosario and Aurora Be-
dard. -
After marrying Robert
M. Burdick, they lived [
in East Hampton where §
they raised their eight
children. She worked as a nurse at Middlesex
Hospital for 25 years. After her husband passed,
she was fortunate to meet and marry Brooks B.
Heise Sr. and they resided in Haddam for 20
years. Together they enjoyed many trips abroad
and spending summers at OKP in Westbrook.
An avid reader, she could always be found sit-
ting in her chair at the beach with a book. She
loved her family, friends, the beach, books,
movies, knitting, and anything sweet.

She leaves behind her seven surviving chil-
dren: Patricia McGlynn, James Burdick, Daniel
Burdick (Patti), Peggy Radcliffe (Art), Pamela
Rizy (Art), David Burdick, Paula Agogliati (Mi-
chael). She had 15 grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren, numerous nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

She was predeceased by her parents, broth-
er, Roger Bedard, her husband(s) Robert M.
Burdick, and Brooks B. Heise Sr; a daughter,
Cynthia Burdick; and son, Thomas Burdick
(Jacqueline).

The family would like to thank the staff of the
former One McDonough Place in Middletown
and Masonicare of Middlewoods in Newington.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Satur-
day, Nov. 15, at 9:30 a.m., at St. Patrick Church,
East Hampton, followed by a gravesite service at
St. Patrick Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
The American Red Cross, or The Office of Radio
and Television, 15 Peach Orchard Rd., Prospect,
CT 06712-1052.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Colchester Petocchi of East Hampton. Tom also is survived TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
by his two grandsons, Ryan Petocchi and Devin PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Thomas Skylarr COHCOI‘Jd Petocchi of East Hampton. Lastly, he is survived NOTICE OF ACTION

Thomas Skylarr Con-
corde, 73, died unexpect-
edly Sunday, Nov. 2, at his
home in Nelson, N.H,,
with his wife Carol Jane
Concorde at his side. He
died peacefully in his
sleep due to heart com-
plications. He was born
July 7, 1952, in New Brit-
ain, the son of Stanley and
Violet Chojnowski also
of New Britain. Thomas attended New Britain
High School, where he graduated in June 1970.
He then attended the CT School of Broadcast-
ing in Farmington.

Tom’s lifelong passion was writing original
music lyrics and playing lead guitar. He was
especially good at creating original rock music.
In the early 1970s, Tom had the privilege of be-
ing asked to go on tour with the #1 rock band at
the time: Pink Floyd. This tour was Pink Floyd’s
Dark Side of the Moon. Along with Dennis Mar-
turano and Peter Sheridan, Tom was responsible
for Pink Floyd’s special sound effects, lighting
and pyrotechnics, which are world-renowned.

Tom married his longtime girlfriend, Eliza-
beth Burrows of Colchester. They had a daugh-
ter on April 5, 1975, and named her Valerie.
Tom truly loved being a father. Tom moved his
young family to Newington, where he estab-
lished his first recording studio in the basement
of his large home. This enabled Tom, a very ac-
complished lead guitar player, to not only have
his own band, but to write original music and
record it. Tom had bi-weekly jam sessions in his
basement/studio where he recorded some of his
best original songs. The marriage ended when
his daughter was approximately 16 years old;
however, it was very important to Tom to keep
a very close relationship with his daughter, his
son-in-law and his two grandchildren, which he
did until the day he passed away.

Tom married Carol Burtt on May 22, 1999,
and they were married for 26 years. Tom and
Carol lived in Colchester, Palm Coast, Fla., and
Nelson, N.H. They enjoyed their retirement
together. Tom and Carol would garden, go to
the beach, cook and take in the beauty of na-
ture. Tom also enjoyed spending time with his
grandsons. He talked with them about God,
lifelong skills, family, music and preparing them
for their bright futures.

While living in Newington, Tom held the po-
sition of department manager for a large retail
store in Newington called Lechmere. Thereafter,
he worked as an account executive for an audio
equipment sales company, where he advised
clients worldwide on what equipment was best
for their purposes and sold it to them. This was
followed by Tom establishing his own company
called Thunder Lightning, where he, once again,
sold audio equipment to many large bands on a
worldwide basis.

In addition to his wife Carol (Burtt) Con-
corde, Tom is survived by his daughter, Valerie
Michelle Petocchi and her husband Raymond

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, November 20, 2025
6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

Public hearing will be held to consider the following:

Continued from Oct. 23, 2025: Application 615 for a Certificate

of Appropriateness for Andrew and Heather Groeper of 8 Bates
Drive, Middle Haddam, to install fencing from their house to the
property line and then west to a stream. The fence would include
a section of stockade fencing and another section of post and rail
fencing with black wire.

The foregoing application is available for public review at the
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons may
be heard and written communications will be received. 118 11/14

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
ZONING BOARD of APPEALS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2025
7:00PM TO 9:00PM
TOWN HALL COMMUNITY ROOM

17 SCHOOL DRIVE

#25-14 ZBA APPLICATION OF STEVEN ROCKEFELLER
SEEKING A VARIANCE

Applicant is seeking relief from Sections 11.2 and 4.1.4 of the
Andover Zoning regulations to merge lots within the Andover
Lake District at 45 Lakeside Drive and 47 Lakeside Drive,
demolish an existing residence on 45 Lakeside Drive, construct
an addition to 47 Lakeside Drive and construct a workshop.
The overall proposal intends to decrease rear yard and side
yard non-conformities that currently exist. It will also require
front yard and side yard variances for a proposed workshop.
Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comment,
either verbally or in writing.

Please contact the Building and Land Use Office a minimum of
24 hours prior to the hearing date @860.742.7305, X - 4220.
William Desrosiers

Zoning Board of Appeals - Chairperson

2TB 11/7,11/14

by numerous nieces and nephews, offspring of
his predeceased sister, Violet Balicheski of Palm
City Fla.

Tom is forever loved and his life song lives in
eternity with Our Heavenly Father; Jesus! John
3:16.

Services are under the care of Cheshire Fam-
ily Funeral Home, Chapel, and Crematories. For
online condolences, visit www.cheshirefami-
lyth.com.

Portland

Phyllis K. Jakubiec
Phyllis K. (Polek) Jaku-
biec, 96, formerly of Port-
land and Middletown and
wife of the late Dr. Frank
J. Jakubiec Jr., passed away
peacefully Tuesday, Now.
4

She was born in Enfield,
daughter of the late Albert
and Josephine (Szarowicz)
Polek. Prior to her retire-
ment, Phyllis was a recep-
tionist while working for Covenant Village in
Cromwell.

Phyllis is survived by her son Dr. Robert
Jakubiec and his wife Dorothy of Middletown;
daughter Catherine Archer and her husband
Gregg of Portland; grandchildren Chris, Julie,
Michael, Cheryl and Tommy; great-grandchil-
dren Rylynn, William, Owen, Emily, Collins
and Crawford; as well as numerous nieces and
nephews.

She was predeceased by her husband Frank
and son Thomas Jakubiec, six brothers and five
sisters.

Phyllis dearly loved her family and especially
her six great-grandchildren who brought so
much joy and love to her heart. She loved her
birds and was an avid bridge player into her 90s.
Phyllis loved gardening, the beach and sunsets
and was a devoted UConn girls’ basketball fan.
She was a gifted painter, as many now covet a
precious treasure. Phyllis thoroughly enjoyed
their getaway palace in Vermont spending
hours just driving around the state while Frank
took pictures.

Phyllis had another family. At Water’s Edge
for Health and Rehabilitation everybody knew
Phyllis, and she was dubbed “Best Dressed”
Before going to daily bingo she had to fix her
hair and put on her makeup. She gave many
staff members a hard time, and the compassion
and love the staff and residents all showed Phyl-
lis and her family on the day of her passing was
truly heartwarming. The family extends its most
sincere appreciation to Water’s Edge.

The funeral liturgy was held Saturday, Nov.
8, at St. Colman Church, Middlefield, with the
burial following at Calvary Cemetery, Middle-
town. Family and friends gathered prior to the
service at the Biega Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone
Avenue, Portland, CT 06480.

To share memories or express condolences
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

PICTURE
THIS:

PCA NEEDED FOR:
wheelchair bound fe-
male in East Hampton.

Mon  7:30am-1:30pm,
Thurs 8am-2pm. Fri
7:30 am- 10:30am, &

Sun 8am-12pm & back-
up coverage possible.
$22/hr. Please call 860-
267-7012.

ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT PART-TIME:
Small, faithful church
seeking organized, per-
sonable assistant (ap-
prox. 10 hrs/week, 2
days). Duties include
weekly bulletin and on-
line newsletter prep,
record keeping, and
general office support.
Must have Google &
Mailchimp experience,

strong communica-

tion and organizational

CALL US skills. Send inquires/re-

TODAY AT' sume to Mary DeCour-
L]

sey, marybdec62@
gmail.com or send to
Congregational Church
of East Hampton 59
Main Street, East
Hampton, CT 06424.

860-633-4691

Lot 1B. — Approved

Kevin Kuhr, Chairman

At the regular meeting on Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at
7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall and via ZOOM, the East Hampton
Planning and Zoning Commission took the following actions:
PZC-25-012: Julia Henry, 27 Silimanville Road, Special Permit
for Accessory Dwelling Unit in Basement, Map 36/ Block 96/

PZC-25-005: Lake Overlook Estates, Phase Il Open Space
Re-Subdivision and Special Permit. Map 03A/ Block 44/ Lot
23 - Approved with Conditions

1TB 11/14

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
AQUIFER PROTECTION AGENCY
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Area Regulations.

aquifer-protection-agency.
Joe Mathieu, Chairman

The Colchester Aquifer Protection Agency will hold a Public
Hearing on November 19, 2025, beginning at 6:30 PM in the
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to revise the Town of Colchester Aquifer Protection

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of the draft revised regula-
tions is located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk's
Office, Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday). The draft revised regulations are also avail-
able on the Colchester Aquifer Protection Agency webpage

at https://www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-department/

2TB 10/31, 11/14

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

23. Zone B-2.

Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, November
20th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd
Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.

PZC Application #25-07: 862 Portland Cobalt Road. Request
for Special Permit for a medical spa. Application of Jessica
Blancato and property of Realejo Properties LLC. Map 31 Lot

Dated at Portland, CT this 5th day of November 2025

Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 11/7, 11/14
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LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold
a Public Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday,
November 19, 2025, at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through
the GoToMeeting Platform, on the following:
. Petition 2025-23: Petition of Stephen Kowalski, owner,
for Special Permit to construct an accessory structure
exceeding 900 square feet (2,592 sq. ft.) on a lot less than 5
acres (4.34 acres) in size in accordance with Section 2.E.8
of the Hebron Zoning Regulations at 389 Martin Road, Resi-
dence-1 District. Petition 2025-23 Kowalski Barn
1. Petition 2025-24: Petition of Proud Light LLC for Special
Permit for the sale of open alcoholic beverages at a min-
iature golf course in accordance with Section 5.0.1 at 290
Church Street, Neighborhood Convenience District. Petition
2025-24 Alcohol at Mini Golf
Planning and Zoning Commission
Nov 19, 2025, 7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/866794845
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 866-794-845
United States: +1 (872) 240-3412
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 4th day of November 2025.
Frank Zitkus, Chair

2TB 11/7, 11/14

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, November 20,
2025 at a meeting to start at 6:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman
Room (2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.

Application #25-02: 381 Gospel Lane. Request for a variance
from Zoning Regulation Table 3.17.C for the minimum distance
from the street for a pool with a setback of 50 feet where 75
feet is required. Application and property of Alicia and Parker
Strong. Assessor’s Map 68, Lot 10-18. Zone R-25.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 5th day of November 2025.

Joan Giesemann, Chair

2TB 11/7,11/14

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

TO BUY

WANTED  $500 &
$1,000 BILLS: Also in-
terested in any other old
currency & coins. Call
860-301-2777.

WANTED TO BUY: your
sterling silverware, tea
set, or any item made of
sterling. Top cash price
paid on the spot. | can
come to your home or
meet you at a place of
your choosing. Call/text
Dominic at 860-836-
5013 or email dmbap-
praisal@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS:
and unfinished projects.
Contact 860-216-8144.

FINANCIAL ADMINIS-
TRATIVE ASSISTANT:
A Glastonbury Wealth
Management firm s
seeking a full-time Fin-
ancial Administrative
Assistant.  Experience
in the financial services
industry is required.
Must be detail-oriented
and organized to work
independently,  effect-
ively, and efficiently with
minimal supervision.
Responsibilities include
service to existing cli-
ents, processing new
business, and assisting
in preparing client meet-
ings and reviews. Ex-
perience with BD's LPL
preferred. Please email
resume to james@4y-
ourassets.com.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical instru-
ments, guitars, saxo-
phones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers,  pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

EMPLOYMENT

PET TRAINING

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy;,  Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

$ 203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

HELP WANTED

General Contractor/Construction Manager
based in Hartford area is seeking a
dedicated, experienced Field Superintendent
with healthcare/commercial experience to
manage and direct the day to day coordination of
trade subcontractors, who has a thorough
understanding of contract documents and
all phases of construction experience.

Minimum 2-5 years of experience in
healthcare/general construction in a supervisory role.
Proven record of successfully leading and managing
teams in complex projects. Has communication
and interpersonal skills.

Foreman experience will be considered.

Email resume and/or qualifications:
labor23@yahoo.com
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EMPLOYMENT
llProMoId lastics

Custom Injection Molding & Moldmaking

Production Worker: 2" Shift (Portland)
— Compensation: Minimum Wage & Up —

Full time production worker to work 2nd shift in a clean
modern plastics mfg. facility supporting production by
running machines, moving raw material and finished
goods etc. Will train candidates eager to learn.

APPLY ONLINE
https://promoldplastics.com/general-application
or in person between 9 AM and 4 PM at
91 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

RE10-24-25

New Beginnings for Life isa smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

RE3-15-24
—
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REAL ESTATE

VACANT LAND FOR
SALE: Chestnut Hill
Road, Colchester. Be-
tween Lot 169 and 195.
12.8 Acres. Sale by
Owner. $73,900. Call
860-913-6723.

RENTALS

OLD WETHERSFIELD
GREEN: 2nd Floor, 2
bedroom apartment,
includes all amenities.
$2,000 a month. 1st and
last. Available Dec 1st.
860-218-4661.

STORAGE UNIT
AVAILABLE: located in
East Hampton. 12 x 22.
Text 860-267-4858.

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er.  Onsite  storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

Home For Sale - Move in Ready,
Brick Ranch, 4 BR, 2 Full Baths,
Numerous Improvements,
Private Yard, Child Friendly
Low Traffic Neighborhood
3 Burr St, Portland
$510,000

860-342-3620

RE11-14-25

REAL ESTATE

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm

in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

860-6383-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

MARK KEHRHAHN
860.638.9485

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ClT4-4-24

52 Acres of Tranquility in Marlborough $350,000
Discover the perfect blend of privacy and natural beauty with this 52-acre
parcel tucked away at the end of an unimproved town road in Marlborough.
Surrounded by state forst land, this property offers unmatched seclusion for

those who love the outdoors.

Whether you dream of building a stunning country estate or exploring the
potential for subdivision, this expansive tract provides endless opportunities.
Enjoy peaceful surroundings, scenic trails, and abundant wildlife right outside
your door. No testing has been completed on the land - bring your vision and
imagination to make this one-of-a-kind property your own.

LAWN MOWING &
FALL CLEAN-UP: Ac-
cepting new custom-
ers. Prefer Portland and
East Hampton areas.
Senior and Vet dis-
counts. Free estimates.
Call 860-638-8812.

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-

vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting by
licensed arborists. La-
Pila Arborists, LLC 860-

GLASTONBURY HALE
FARM RENTAL: 1st
Floor, 2 bedroom, 2
bath condo, wi/private

MARLBOROUGH
2ND FLOOR, 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENT:
$1,500/monthly. Wash-

Classifieds

Pay

balcony. Available Janu-  er/Dryer hook-ups, I I
ary. 2 pools, tennis &  Trash/Snow  removal. The Glastonbury
basketball courts. Up-  Quiet country setting 1 Citizen I
dated kitchen, open off road. Available im- 1 2 1
floor plan. East com- mediately. 1st & last 1 ) 1
mute.  $2,295/monthly.  month’s rent. Electricity | Rivereast 1
Includes heat. Lease not included. No Smok- 1 News Bulletin
required, background ing. Small pets will be I I
check. 1st, last, & secur-  considered. References I Call I
ity. Inquires: jneildown-  required. Email michael- ~ _
er@aol.com. daigle39@gmail.com, | 860-633-4691 1
401-489-1869 or jes- | or [
posito0912@gmail. | email your
com, 401-487-2337. y Classified line
j adtoadmin@

1 9glcitizen.com

in Real Eslate

A bad attitude is
like a flat tire,
you can't get very far
until you change it.

Your. bocal

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

860.883.9005

angela@arescorealtor.com
www.angelaaresco.com

cLlrung
M;)ECHOWSKI

ENERGY+EXPERIENCE-ENTHUSIASM

CARIGUILD

RE11-14-25

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE + MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

MACHOWSKIC@RAVEIS.COM

C 860.614.9240

O 860.633.0111
218 NEW LONDON TPKE | GLASTONBURY | CT 06033

LAX&‘{/QN
LANDSCAPE

CALL FOR A QUOTE
ON A FALL CLEAN-UP - |5
OR TO SCHEDULE A
CURB SIDE PICK UP

VISA @D BB, oo
Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com 8680§|ng 8;52
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. * Free Estimates

LNS““""G

- SINCE 1990 -

-DON’'T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT
.I.IMING & FALL FERTILIZING-

> 860-295-9692 &

Marlborough, CT

RElO 8-21
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

JIM'STREE  _,
STUMP REMOVAL { |

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

RE4-2-21

RSK Tree Service, LLC

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER,
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts  Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski — 860-573-1244
visa@®@ &~ = GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed & Insured

RE8-15-25

rsktreeservicellc@gmail.com

Fall Clean Up
Curb Side Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

860-228-2003

CIT10-31-25

Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
* Stump Grinding / Removal
« Brush Cutting

e Yard Expansions

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

RE 3«21-2ﬂ

Fall Cleanups!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Serving East Hampton, Marlborough & Glastonbury

FREE ESTIMATES & FULLY INSURED

Call or Text! (860) 294-2864

SCHEDULE YOUR FALL
EEANUP TODAY!
>N Don’t wait.
“Za 0N, “NCall to schedule a
ﬁ%‘ ’ FREE estimate
Scalia & Associates, LLC

Dorsey Construction

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey ¢ 860-890-9884

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923 (

RLFrancks@comcast.net

{
H
-

g Scheduling Fall Cleanups Now

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be ¥ . "
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around { | &
the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.
SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups

21

RE10-1

scaliaf@sbcglobal.net
Landscaping Services. |
Serving your community for 25 years.
(860) 657-4810

CIT9-11-25
I

TREE We Climpg
R E M OVA L Licensed Arborist <

_OnStaff _ Ml

— YARD EXPANSIONS —
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

call .
Today! Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

C & C Lawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE10-24-25

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement
* Snowplowing / Snow Removal =~
« Brush cutting 1:_',-"-[51 -
* Brush/ Tree Removal ) N A
« Stump grinding and removal :
* Grading/ Drainage
« Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
* Retaining walls, walkways & patios
* Demo and debris removal
» Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

T

CIT10-23-25

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — I

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT
Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing
& Fall Cleanup
Customers
Also Curbside
[eaf Removal
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups
Snow Removal/Salting

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading
Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations
and Clearing
Plowing / Salting
Dump Runs

LANDSCAPING

Commercial - Residential

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

anl 860.913.6203 =

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

CT HIC Lic #0635384

ShoRrts =3
I!?a&lscap ng-

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

¢ 611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Now Offering
Shed Pads & Light Excavation
Weekly / Biweekly Mowing « Light Excavation Work
Mulching « Walkways * Retaining Walls

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

. FULLY INSURED -« LIC #0671229

A\ \ ) | A\ \ J A\ W ¥ \ |
JAA /1\ » l\yn\JN\wu\ i .\‘WJ/. WA /A\ » M.\JM A”n\ Iy .\‘WJ/. ')M /A\ AAlN N A A”n\ I .\“L.'/. !

RE9-19-25

RYANS TREE SERVICE

Hazardous Tree Removal "eglimbor Bucket

Truck Service
CALL NOW
FOR LOW
FALL RATES!

e Aerial Work & Yard Expansions

ENTERPRISES, LLC

P TSMINOR

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Fall Clean Ups

-Leaf Pick Up and Debris Removal
-Patios, walkways, retaining walls
-Tree Removal and Brush mowing
-Excavation and Drainage
-Dumpster Rental (10-15 yard)

860-716-0661

CIT11-6-25

FULLY HIC#

tsminorenterprises.com

INSURED 0653158

GREEN VALLEY

Lawn Maintenance
860.531.2820

greenvalleyland.com

f
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

Deleo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
860-930-5492

= FULLY INSURED « HIC #0657705

WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding » Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage ¢ Excavation

-+ Certified Arborists

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

CIT1-18-24

SENIOR
CITIZEN

DISCOUNT _
4)600529“‘

Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing
Tick/Mosquito Control

SERVICES

BLACK GOOSE CHIM-
NEY SWEEP: Dirty
chimneys can burn!
Having your chimney
cleaned yearly ensures
peace of mind. Dust-
free professional clean-
ing. Fully insured. Dave
860-267-8422.

CERTIFIED FENG
SHUL: Consultant,
Change your environ-
ment to change your
relationships health fin-
ances and life. | work
with you to clarify needs
and create a person-
alize chart. | provided
customized remedy’s
and energetic support
for your space. Call
Jodie  917-764-0089.
www.edenolamspaces.
com.

CHIMNEY  MAINTE-
NANCE: Cleaning,
caps, dampers, flash-
ing, furnace liners and
more. No nonsense,
no sales pitch, just the
work you want done. 35
yrs. actual experience
as the owner of Gla-
stonbury’s local chim-
ney service. William Al-
len 860-633-1033.

DUMP  RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

ELECTRIC STAN LLC:
Offering service chang-
es for meters and pan-
els. Best price offered.
Licensed and Insured.
License  #202454E1.
860-716-7903.

FALL CLEAN UP:
Leaf removal, hedges
trimmed, mulch, brush
removal, general prop-
erty maintenance. Call
860-894-9919.

FLOOR SANDING
AND  REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

ROOFING:
Decks, All

Flooring,
general

home improvement and
renovations. Call 860-

Brush Removal
including roots

: PLUS
\

Toper’s

[i Lawncare

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

Veteran Owned

& Operated

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts | :

FRED'S HANDY MAN
SOLUTION: Licensed
& Insured. Carpentry,
painting, flooring, bath-
rooms, items repaired or
replaced, doors, locks,
shades, switches, plugs,
garbage disposal, fau-
cets, fans, lighting, 860-
904-0158.

GUTTERS CLEANED:
LOCAL, RELIABLE,
RESPONSIBLE and
PROMPT. Free estim-
ates. Best rates. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

IS YOUR RETAINING
WALL : leaning or bul-
ging? But your material
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your
walkway not level or col-
lecting water? But ma-
terial still good? We can
re-base, re-use your old
material and save $$$!

Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003.
s
EN\

J & SPAINTING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT: Interior/
exterior painting, window/
door installation, vinyl sid-
ing installation and roof
installation. Pool patio &
deck patio. Stucco, finish
basement, ceramic tiles,
bathroom,  remodeling.
Building ~ maintenance,
fence installation. House
and office cleaning. Call
John, 860-796-0006.

JOSH'S JUNK RE-
MOVAL: All items re-
moved at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

THEBETTER HOUSE-
KEEPER: — Cleaning
by fluent English speak-
ers who value high
standards, good com-
munication,  attention
to detail, and punctual-
ity. Free in-person esti-
mates. We love seniors!
Call 860-413-2353. Walt
Thiessen The Better
Housekeeper LLC

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

NEED A RELIABLE
PLUMBER: OR
HOME REPAIR PRO?
Call Justin — Your Lo-
cal Plumbing & Bath
Specialist! From leaky
pipes to full bathroom
makeovers, we do it all:
Drain cleaning & pipe
repair; Water heaters,
toillets & garbage dis-
posals; Kitchen sinks &
faucets; Tub & shower
valve replacements;
Full & partial bath re-
models. Fast. Friendly.
Affordable. Free Esti-
mates, Licensed & In-
sured, Senior Discounts
Available Call or Text
Justin Today: 203-440-
5496 Quality Work You
Can Trust!

WINDOW CLEANING:
Residential, $9 per win-
dow inside and out.
Call 860-883-6775. Mr.
Squeegee.

RE3-8-24
E—

WATER DAMAGED
REPAIRS: We find the
leak, we fix it and all of
its damage. Roofing,
siding, sheetrock, wood-
working, etc. 35 years
experience. Please call
Rene at 860-716-2678.

WOOD FLOORS:
Questioning  whether
your wood floors really
need sanding? Have
existing surface finish
deep cleaned, revital-
ized, with a durable ac-
rylic/urethane floor fin-
ish. The best alternative
to the mess, expense
of sanding. A great af-
fordable  appearance
booster for home sell-
ers. Carpets safely dry
cleaned. Experienced,
references, insured.
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only

Tree Removal

CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

(4

GENERAL
SERVIGES

Call or Text
860-912-8817

CIT3-9-23

Drainage &
Excavation
Yard Installation
Paving
Hardscapes
Brush Mowing
Land Clearing
Tree Service
Horse Area &
Land Regrading
Commerical
Plowing

RE10-31-25

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 viems

Cash for
Junk Cars

CIT3-5-20

Call Tom
860-228-77_1_

LFAR BILUE

WATER SYSTEMS .

Residential & Commercial

¢ Well Pumps & Holding Tanks

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of

& Water Softeners & Filtration
6 Rust & Iron Removal

& PH Correction

¢ Odors Eliminated

894-9919.

Well Pumps & Tanks
Water Softening Filtration

Drinking Water Systems

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY o“'\ 1 6 Radon & Uranium Mitigation i
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways ed w'alls' = $159 % & Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems Lic.# W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753 &
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks Free Estimates 18'x 16' avg. room g
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers swyears 860-416-8354
EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com

\

Caso’s HVAC, LL.c

Heating ¢ Cooling ¢ Installation * Service
Natural Gas Conversions

We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)

ADMasonry
=¥ Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 « Insured
E — GLASTONBURY BASED — 20 Years
i! =n 860.368.9486 X3

Ceiling & Wall

CIT8-14-25

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—— —— — ampavingct.com — — —

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC

Repair Specialists

Allp/)ases ofPaintz'ng Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS » DRAINAGE -
Interior/Exterior ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK P Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
Texture Removal & Repair BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS years in We Offer Maintenance Contracts
8 6 0 _ 6 3 Z _ 7 2 8 3 business Residential & Commercial * Over 20 Years Experience

Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage
Wellis Painting

Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 — Lic# 568591
860-652-9259 cell 860-324-8544

F PLAJN(IB_& CISR_AIEGR

* Reclaiming ¢ Residential « Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.
FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor ¢ CT Lic. #579594 ET-:, S]C-3r9l-411(]:ﬁ]
Commercial & Residential ® FREE ESTIMATES e 7 days a week ¢

(860) 267-5851 nsurec

CIT3-20-25
RE3-13-20

CIT6-19-25

247 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

STREAMLINE(P) GENERATOR

a division of 3
STREAMLUINELECTRICLLC

——

www.thepowerisout.com T
There is a better option than the brand

860 _467_6466 you hear so much about. Ask us WHY!

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

KOHLER
GENERATORS]

PLATINUM DEALER

equipmentcompany inc.

Providing safe clean water

scnce 1567

Phone: 860-267-0110

www.h2o0equipment.com
R —————— —

CIT3-5-20

CIT3-17-22
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TLUTHIL L

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & §
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 % 5

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS - FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

RE3-13-20

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Our 40" Anniversary!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

—

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
Estimating Now for 2026!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discoumnts
All American Crew Members!
> Owner Pricing ™,
_lr ——'—- All Work Guaranteed \\ wi
N .
0/ Local & State Specs 2

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

Lﬁ— Snow Septic Repair, LLe
[ — — FREE ESTIMATES —
Afully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations * Real Estate Inspections
Repairs * System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing * Video Camera Pipe Inspections
Over 20 Years of Professional Experience
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available
SnowSepticRepair.com * 860-221-8735

RE3-13-20
——

LPLUMBING & HEATIN!

?/ [from dripping fancets to all ‘C—
your major plumbing/ heating needs

Water Heaters * Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Lic. # P204015H389727

RE3-13-20

Insured

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
HIC. 0653192 « CALL US

860-598-8091

REQ-1-23
—

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Ele

RE10-4-24

AAA

ctrician Servie

FOR~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential ¢ Commercial Wzrzng
Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Tvo Big or Too Small —~INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

AIRERFLO

ces

9

.
BBB.
ELC. 0209770-E1

CT Lic

Free
Estimates

RE3-7-25

Lic# 00548924

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church Discount

“All Work Guaranteed”

——— FULLY INSURED =—/——
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Driveways - Parking Lots
Gas Station  Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill
Excavation & Drainage

HOME IMPROVEMENT

State of the Art
Equipment

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC ® Furnace ° Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ¢ Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAIl.ABLE —

#9339 8§60-989-5079

b
BBB.
* MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOIING & HFATING

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

GREEN
VALLEY

PAVING

SEALCOATING

Asphalt Repair & Maintenance
Hot Rubber Crack Filling

860.531.2820 [ f

CIT7-14-23

STARKEY HOME RE-
MODELLING: Call to-
day for a free estimate
on all your Interior and
Exterior needs. Roof-
ing, decks, sheds, win-
dows/doors, gutters,
landscape services,
porches, patios, fram-
ing, carpentry, siding,
kitchens/baths,  base-
ments, flooring (tile,
hardwood, laminate &
vinyl), painting/staining,
insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-
573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can't be beat.
Patios-walkways-steps-
walls-concrete-chim-
ney-pavers-bluestone-
drainage-decking and
more. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Fully licensed and
insured. HIC#0563329.
https://mersiniv12.wix-
site.com/allstarmasonry.
Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

CABINET REFACING:
Not an overpriced box
store or franchise. Lo-
cal company, cabinet-
makers specializing in
refacing since 1986. All
wood products, custom
work and counter tops.
Deal with the owner.
Wood'n Excellence
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

L&R GENERAL MA-
SONRY: We special-
ize in perfection. We do
sidewalks, patios, out-
door kitchens, chimney
repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully in-
sured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

GENERAL HOME RE-
PAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured.  Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

HARDWOOD FLOOR-
ING: Installation, re-
pairs, sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free es-
timates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC. Lo-
cally owned/ operated
info@brothershomeim-
provementct.com, Www.
BrothersHomelmprove-
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

RENE’S INTERIOR
TRIM LLC: 35 years of
experience in all phases
of carpentry. Some of
the services we offer
include - Crown mold-
ing, chair rails, win-
dow-seats, bookcases,
entertainment centers,
cedar closets, custom
stairs. Pocket doors, in-
terior/exterior doors, ra-
diator covers, portocos,

mantles. Wheelchair
ramps, replacement
hatchways, replace-

ment windows, sump-
pumps. Wood decking
changed to Trex, at-
tic stairs, new kitchen
and bath. Water dam-
age and rot repairs of
all kinds such as leaky
roofs, doors, windows
or plumbing fixtures. We
do complete repairs of
drywall and plaster! We
also combat the entry
of mice and more. Call
Rene 860-716-2678.

READY FOR A NEW
KITCHEN BATHROOM
OR DECK: Beautiful
Craftsmanship, Excel-
lent References, 30
years of Experience.
Licensed and Insured.
The Owner is on every
job! One call does it all.
Jacques Building and
Development Co. 860-
918-1401, Call or Text.
HIC#0667632.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

D&A TILE: Free estim-
ates. Licensed and in-
sured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

J & S MASONRY: De-
sign patio, pool patio,
Chimney repair. Stone
walls, brick walls, retain-
ing walls, steps. Roofs
done, veneers done,
walkways. Cement,
tiles, paving and build-
ing maintenance. All
kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

RE12-4-20

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387 “iomoon ©

/A BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 11.c
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
* Staining, Powerwashing

* Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements

® Free Estimates, Insured g
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298 ¢
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net G

License #601216
Fully Insured

Free Estimates

“LET US FLOOR U”

FLOORS R US

HARDWOOD FLOORING
Specializing in Sanding / Finishing / Staining of Existing Floors
Installation / Repairs Available - 25 Years Experience

Local References
Available

CIT3-5-20

860-508-2551

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Ca_rpentry - Roofing , _gg0633.6015
Windows — Doors ¢ — 860.550.0932
Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT3-5-20

R.J. Swider

Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling
860-228-3912

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

CIT3.5-20

([~
r

*1000 OFF

with this ad

860-381-9336

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

or FREE Gutters with
Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

Fi’\ancin
Available

christopherimprovement.com
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RE3-13-20

89 Main St.
East Hampton
HOME DESIGNS
—— BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

860-267-8330 -

allaboutblinds<t.com 3

S ROOF
/}H YOUCY REPAIRS

ROOFING

Full Roofing Systems
Leaks * Rec Rooms * Bathrooms
Decks * Windows ¢ Doors

860.657.6462

RE3-13-20

ARKER

AINTING L !ﬁ

Interior/Exterior « Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —

CIT3-5-20

sinsorer 860=338=-0156
Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

ayvgz 20  =Replacement

= Decks Windows & Doors

= Remodels BRPO = Finish Trim

= Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot)

= Sill Rot Replacement  =To Do Lists

RE5-30-25

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro

HIC # 0650133 « CT Licensed & Insured

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting

» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20]

E=p T, 56" ANNIVERSARY
=" RESToRATION  Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

=l Home/Church/Historic [Elm® Preparation Specialist —
Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

=l Since 1973 Over 2300 &l Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

El Carpentry Services [l Hardwood Floor Finishing
=l Water Damage [Elm Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional, Ny,
Exceptional SerV|ce .

CALL /’TEXT w
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Since 1992

MARK'S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

|Freshen Up for the Holidays!|

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting
MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

RE10-10-25

Roofing
Siding & Windows
. Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
h Hardi Board Installer
Decks
E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
860-680-1832 (C)

EDL7@comcast.net
FULLY INSURED

RE3-18-22

License #609553
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ¢

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs & Flooring
* Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal

Call Today! “H===
FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED:&IN;URED 4‘
860-295-6475 - 860-916-7939

RE2-10-23

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295
* ADDITIONS e« BASEMENTS
* DORMERS  « BATHROOMS ¢ SIDING
* GARAGES  « KITCHENS ¢ ROOFING
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist

smwelch.com *® Insured ° CT 607510

* DECKS

CIT3-5-20

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years

— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769 §

860.748.8410

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV<S PRO PAINTING .ic

Power Washing
860~-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

CIT3-20-25

—

—
Davispropaintinglic@yahoco.com

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

RE6-21-24

h Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CALL: 219-575-0370

IRE12-20-23

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496 n

starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
Free Estimates

HS

RE3-13-20

860-657-6462

www.alansoucy.com

ﬁ h Alan
- _2Soucy

Soucy Solutions..creating you right every time.
We Specialize In Creating
New Kitchens & Baths
From design to finish you’ll love our work!
If it’s time to upgrade your kitchen or bath,
visit us online for virtual tours of our projects.
— Call Us Today for a FREE Consultation —

Reliable
S it il

__t.n-m-um
KC MASONRY

Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls ¢ Bluestone * Steps
Fireplaces ¢« Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Quahty Workmanshlp

CIT3-5-20

e e s KEN (203) 558-4951

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remaodels
Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650  Insured

Call 860.377.0380

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED

Remodels * Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman * Windows * Doors
Flooring * Concrete * Walls
Patios * Sidewalks
Painting * Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

RE3-26-21
N

A

Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Skylights « Windows * Gutters
Leaf Guards * Chimneys ° Ridge Vents * Repairs

Velux 5 Star Skylight
Specialist/Installer

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed

RESIDENTIAL

ey, HOME IMPROVEMENT

BRAZILIAN CLEANING
SERVICE: Responsible,
Brazilian woman seek-
ing house cleaning cli-
ents. Very professional
and punctual. Also good
with pets. Only text Ana
Paula 860-477-6035.

LLC

Siding Specials! “Bringing CLEANING LADY: An-

Ask Light to Life" imal lover. Traditional

L3St work ethic. Detail ori-

about our Ask about our i ss,,keyc'i'%?stt ! ented. Flexible. Great

"25 Year Workmanship "NO LEAK" (e Ex7 references. Call Carol at
Warranty!" Warranty! 860-228-0012.

Call (860) 334-9979

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

RE4-22-22

Drywall Service
& Repair, LLC

— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services
Water Damage Repairs « Drywall New & Repairs
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

$100 OFF For New Customers [

CLEANING

CIT5-22-25

HOUSE  CLEANING:

Need some help to get CHRISTINE’S
your home clean? I'd be CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

happy to help. | have
10+ years of experi-
ence, | offer reliable ser-
vice. reasonable rates
and | do an amazing
job. References upon
request. Please call or
text for free estimates.
ARIANE’ S CLEANING,
860-331-53009.

Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer
Discount Available. E

860-798-7961:

iCLEAN SERVICES,
LLC: residential, com-
mercial, post-construc-
tion, one-time cleaning.
Good references. Free
estimates. Please call
860-680-0777.
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2014 POLARIS 200
QUAD: 2-wheel drive,
auto. Good condition,
minimal use. $1,400.
Call 860-267-2021.

FIREWOOD SEA-
SONED/SPLIT: hard
wood. Full cord $285.
Half cord $185. Delivery
included to local area.
Quick delivery. Call 860-
633-5766.

AREA RUGS AVAIL-
ABLE: Masland, Stan-

AUTOMOTIVE

FOUR FIRESTONE
WINTERFORCE2:
Mud&Snow tires. Size
205/55R/16. Used 5
seasons/20,000 miles.
Low/medium wear. $25
each or 4 for $90. Call
Tom 860-342-4724.
Leave message.

PARTS FOR 1999
CHEVY 1500: Front
bumper $150. Rear tail-
gate $150. Clean, no
rust. Garage stored.
860-267-2021.

PARTS FOR
CHEVY 3500: Front
bumper $200. Hood,
never used $250. Clean,
no rust. Garage stored.
860-267-2021.

2005

TAG SALES

TAG SALE: New &
used items. Everything

must go. Something
for everyone. 33 Young
Street, East Hampton.
Saturday 11/15, 8am-
4pm. Rain date Sunday,
11/16.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH
FAIR: Saturday Novem-
ber 22nd. 9am-2pm,
371 Wolcott Hill, Weth-
ersfield. Bakery, Coun-
try Store, Cafe, Holi-
day/Handmade Items,
Grandma'’s Attic, Inspir-
ation Garden, Cookie
Walk. All proceeds help
our Food Pantry & ELCA
World Hunger. More in-
fo: 860-529-5397.

POLISH HOLIDAY
FAIR HARTFORD:
Saturday, November

22, 2025 9am to 3 pm.
SS. Cyril & Methodius
Church Hall 63 Pop-
ieluszko Court, Hart-
ford. Homemade frozen
pierogi and golabki, kiel-
basa sandwiches and
Polish food, delicious
pastries, Polish imports,
vendors/crafters. Free
admission. Wheelchair
accessible. Information
860-659-0356.

Keep Me
Tangle-
Free! 4

Reel In
& Recycle
our used
shmg line

savethemanatee.org

1 0,
ton, Feizy. 10% off 800-432-JOIN (5646)

November Sale. Please
call 860-633-8832 or
stop by the store for
more information, 192

GOODo‘LE’TOM S

Do Street, Glaston- ESTATEJEWELRYoGOLD-ANTIQUES-COINS * “ Fall is the Time to
NEWISPRNT. * Gren Buying Used Jewelry, Get Ready for the Cold!

for art projects , wrap-
ping and packing, table
coverings for public din-
ners, etc. The Glaston-
bury Citizen. 87 Nutmeg
Lane (off Oak Street)
860-633-4691.

Sterling Flatware and Coins

Call Today for
Fall Specials
860-657-4554

HEATING « AIR CONDITIONING « SHEET METAL FABRICATION
i E Over 30 Years Experience « 24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured « Commercial/Residential
Celebratmg

30 YEARS MJ Emonds

of Quality SSvIE, MECHANICAL
E==] CONTRACTORS .
17 Nutmeg Lane °* Glastonbury
www.emonds.com

Come on down for $$$3$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins
Collectible Coins

FOR SALE: ARIENS
SNOWBLOWER pro
28 hardly used pd.
$2100. sacrifice $450.
Obo, Friedrich AC
12,000, btu. window or
wall mount like new w/
remote control $150.
obo. 860-490-1287.

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm
Saturday’s 9-4

MFO| -
{ PeCiAL oy ]
N

Lic.#392776

C|T9-18-25I

#9 Arbors

VY OF HOP BROOK

Independent Retirement
Community & Assisted Living

Tatiana & Bill Geist
860.805.8710 | 860.839.3186
THE MICHELLE COLLINS TEAM

WE HAVE AT BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY NEW ENGLAND PROPERTIES
APARTMENTS We are always here when you need us!
AVAILABLE!

* Spacious, Private apartments
with all-inclusive amenities

» Safe and Secure Setting/
24-hour home security/
emergency response technology

» On-Site 24/7 Nursing assisted
living services provided in
residents apartment

« Full Continuum of Healthcare
Services all on one campus

Monthly Rental & Entrance Fee

Programs Available B

From November 4" through December 12
The donation box is in The ARBORS LOBBY
403 West Center St., Manchester, CT
860.647.9343

Help make the holiday bright for many children by donating a new unwrapped toy!

Grateful hearts. Open doors. New
This swson,werethankﬁﬂfordletrustourdxents placem us. Every
home, every story, every “welcome home” moment means the world.
When you're ready for your next move, let us open the door for you
— with gratitude, heart, and guidance every step of the way.
A portion of our commissions goes to helping people close to home.
Call us today to learn how your real estate transaction can have real impact.

BERKSHIRE | NEW ENGLAND /ﬁ"i 2790 Main Street | Glastonbury, 06033
HATHAWAY | PROPERTIES i tatianaandbill.bhhsneproperties.com
HOMESERVICES 860.633.3674

T
o
)
)
=
b
=
O

#9 Arbors

OF HOP BROOK

Independent Retirement
Community & Assisted Living

d franchisee

Call: 860.530.2592 | arborsct.com
403 West Center Street | Manchester, CT 06040

of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway
registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company,

. Equal Housing Opportunity CIT11-13.-25
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