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Christa Steiner of Hebron holds the title of

F

Miss Constitution State 2026, and will

compete for Miss Connecticut in June. The 27-year-old is a staunch advocate for mental
health, LGBTQ+ visibility and accessibility to community resources.

By Toriana Williams

When Christa Steiner of Hebron answered
the phone on a quiet weekday afternoon, her
warmth came through immediately. “Hi, I'm
well! How are you?” she responded cheerfully.
Moments later, she added, “I have as much time
as you need.” It set the tone for a conversation
with a woman who is as open, grounded and
driven as her crown suggests.

Steiner, 27, holds the title of Miss Constitution
State 2026. Living in Hebron and working as a
music teacher at the Community Music School
in Essex, Steiner has become a vibrant advocate
for mental health recovery, LGBTQ+ visibility
and accessibility to community resources — all
while preparing to compete for Miss Connecti-
cut this June at the Rockwell Theater in Bristol.

Her path to her current title was uncon-
ventional. “Its a little bit different than how
I've competed in pageants in the past,” she ex-
plained.

The Miss Connecticut organization now per-
mits participants to be granted titles directly, so
Steiner contacted the board to express her inter-
est. Rather than going through the typical com-
petition, she was allowed to select her own title.
She felt it was a great opportunity, and because
the title appears on the license plate, “That’s the
one I wanted,” she said.

But the reasoning behind her return to pag-
eantry goes far deeper than aesthetics or tradi-
tion. She explained that she had participated in
pageants when she was younger, but this year
would be her last due to the Miss America or-
ganization’s age limits. “I really wanted to do
something that highlighted my story and could
prove inspirational to other people,” she said.

That story includes overcoming a life-altering
diagnosis. “I was diagnosed with bipolar disor-
der two and a half years ago, and since those two
and a half years, I've recovered and gotten to do
some amazing things,” Steiner shared. “I really
want to show people with mental health condi-

Council Opts Against Opposing Housing Bill

By Anne Lilburn

In a tight 3-3 vote, the East Hampton Town
Council late last week opted not to call on Gowv.
Ned Lamont to veto the state’s recently passed
affordable housing bill, HB8002.

The council met for a special meeting last
Friday, Nov. 21, to discuss a proposed resolu-
tion opposing the bill. The meeting happened
on short notice, and public comment was not
allowed.

Council member Ted Hintz, a Republican,
took issue with the lack of public comment. “I
do find it very troubling,” he said, noting the
engagement of community members on the is-
sue. Council chair Dean Markham, a Democrat,
responded that special meetings of the council
traditionally had been considered “business of
the council,” with no public comments allowed.

Discussion was at times heated among coun-

cil members, with Hintz and Democratic coun-
cil member Joelyn Leon sparring on both spe-
cifics and generalities of the new law.

Council member Jack Solomon, a Demo-
crat, expressed discomfort with the bill, citing
concerns with loss of local control, including
his concerns about the regional council of gov-
ernments (COG) potentially setting goals for
individual towns, and also about housing de-
velopment potentially bypassing local planning
and zoning commissions. At the same time, he
acknowledged that affordable housing was a re-
gional challenge, and said that East Hampton
was already trying to address it.

“The East Hampton Housing Authority has
over 70 units of affordable housing and it’s well-
run,” he said, adding that he believed that ten
of those units were deed restricted affordable

housing, meaning that they were governed by
tenant income guidelines and maximum rent
restrictions.

Solomon said that there was a current wait-
ing list that was about 80 housing units long,
with 34 of those on the list current East Hamp-
ton residents, and noted that he hoped that the
town would be able to add additional units.

With that said, Solomon said he was “not
in favor of the bill,” but would not vote for the
resolution against it because he did not feel it
would accomplish anything.

Hintz ran through a long list of concerns he
had with the bill, from infrastructure concerns
— including wastewater and sewers, which he
worried could cost residents money — to the
lack of parking spot requirements for residen-

See Housing Bill, page 29

‘Miss Constitution State’ Advocates Mental Health

tions they can do anything?”

Her advocacy work isn’t abstract - it’s active,
intentional and grounded in service. Her Com-
munity Service Initiative, titled Out of the Dark,
focuses on making mental health resources
accessible and understandable, especially for
young people.

“A lot of the journey for me in my own recov-
ery was navigating resources, navigating infor-
mation,” she explained. Through her initiative,
she visits schools in partnership with NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness), giving
presentations that explain what mental health
is, describe various conditions and show what
they can look like in real life. Steiner also col-
laborates with organizations including PRISM
and the MJK Foundation, which provide ther-
apy, crisis support and recovery navigation to
individuals with mental health conditions and
are a part of the LGBTQ+ community.

One moment in particular has stayed with
her.

“I was doing a presentation at a school,” Stein-
er said, “and this young girl raised her hand ...
asking, ‘What if you think you have a mental
health condition, but youre too scared to tell
anybody?”

Steiner paused during the interview, her voice
softening.

“I felt really humbled that I could be there in
that moment to tell her that it's okay, and that I
am living proof that it does get better,” Steiner
said.

Steiner’s emotional transparency often sur-
prises people — a reminder of the stereotypes

See ‘Miss Comstitution State’, page 3
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“So, when are you
settling down?”

When the vibe's rolled just right.

SCAN ME

Have an exit plan this holiday season — and a lighter.

Stop by your local Crisp to keep your holidays chill.

BRIDGEPORT
1234 Huntington Turnpike
Bridgeport, CT 06610

CROMWELL
33 Berlin Road
Cromwell, CT 06416

EAST HARTFORD

500 Main Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

For use only by adults 21 years of
age and older.

Keep out of the reach

of children.
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BLACKLEDGE RIVER TAVERN

YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL HANGOUT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

-WEEKLY DINNER SPECIALS-
-LIVE MUSIC-
-SEASONAL COCKTAILS-

-INDOOR GOLF SIMULATORS -
WITH TABLE SERVICE
OPEN DAILY!

-FAMILY FRIENDLY -

-FISH FRIDAY! 11/28-
-PRIME RIB & KARAOKE NIGHT-
SATURDAY 11/29

180 WEST STREET HEBRON, CT

(860)228-0250
WWW.BLACKLEDGECC.NET
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Eric VanOstrand

MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563

eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com

www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

n
-"‘ Sevenwood Financial Services, LLc.

* 401K Rollovers

* Fixed-Indexed Annuities

* Whole Universal Life

* Long Term Care Coverage
* Retirement Solutions & Strategies

Welcome to your Country Estate on Private Open Level 5.21 Acres! Beautifully
Updated Custom Built Home with Over 3,000 SF! New Family Room Addition, Roof,
Siding, Trex Deck, Kitchen, Bathrooms, Doors, Land Clearing, & SO Much More!

$659,900.
Cathyann Schulte 860-450-2682
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com « 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

NOV

FRIDAY 21°7
SATURDAY 22"°
SATURDAY 29™

BLACKLEDGE

COUNTRY CLUB

wmmz MUSHC serIes

— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

9:30PM

\\’s\
m\‘
Rickie Louise Miller

Bonnie Jacobson Trio

Karaoke Night

PEC

FRIDAY 5™
SATURDAY 6™
FRIDAY 12™
SATURDAY 13™
FRIDAY 19™
SATURDAY 20™
FRIDAY 26™
SATURDAY 27™

Kickn’ Back

Bruce John Genre Jam
Jeff Wieselberg

Closed for private event
Davey Blues

J.C. & Tim

Carrie Faye

Paradis & Dionne

FRIDAY 2"°
SATURDAY 3°°

'FRIDAY 9™

Chris Marolda
Tongue & Groove
Dillon & Cooper

SATURDAY 10™ BeBobalouBob

~ FRIDAY 16™ Justin Vendette
'SATURDAY 17™ Brandt Taylor
FRIDAY 23R° Chris Jlohn
SATURDAY 24™ Tino & Malone
FRIDAY 30™ Driving Route 9
SATURDAY 31T Roy & Lou

FEB FRIDAY 6™ Borderline Genius
SATURDAY 7™ The Critics
FRIDAY 13™ Miller & Cooper
SATURDAY 14™ Valentine's Day with Jeff Wieselberg
FRIDAY 20™ Bob Aresti
SATURDAY 215" Armentano Duo
FRIDAY 27™ Davey Blues
SATURDAY 28™ Justin Vendette
MAR SATURDAY 7™  Brandt Taylor
FRIDAY 13™ Bruce John Genre Jam
SATURDAY 14™ Mass-Conn-Fusion Trio
TUESDAY 17™  St. Patrick’s Day Celebration with Chris Johi
from 4pm to 8pm =

FRIDAY 20™ Yes We're Twins -
SATURDAY 215" The Locomotives

Titols

HANDMADE @@ vODEA

) 4

Tito’s Espresso

Martini

RE11-28-25
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* Miss Comstitution State’,, cont. from page 1
she’s determined to challenge. “All of the time,”
she said when asked whether people are shocked
by her diagnosis. “That’s inherently the stigma
I'm looking to break?”

When someone who fits the usual image of
beauty stands onstage in an elegant dress, she
notes, people often assume they have everything
perfectly under control. “To turn around and
say, ‘Yes, I have bipolar disorder; it can come as
a shock,” Steiner said.

But mental health advocacy is just one facet
of her platform. Steiner is also openly queer -
something she is proud to represent in a space
where LGBTQ+ visibility has historically been
quiet.

“Pageantry has always been a queer space,
she said.

She noted that the pageant world is full of
queer people - from the contestants to the
designers, directors and volunteers — and said
she’s thrilled to be part of a new era in pageantry
where she can openly say that she’s queer and
embrace who she is.

The Miss Constitution State title “is not just
for me, but it is for all of the queer people that
came before me”

If crowned in June, she would be the first
openly queer Miss Connecticut.

Steiner’s artistry remains central to her iden-
tity. A lifelong musician, she began piano at age
four before earning her bachelor’s degree from
the Manhattan School of Music. She has per-
formed at Carnegie Hall and on Broadway - a
resume that might dissuade someone from ever
seeking smaller stages. But for her, teaching has
become the most rewarding performance of all.

“One of my students emailed me and said, ‘I
got the role in my school play, or ‘Can you help
me prepare for my audition?’ That’s the thing in
music that has given me the most joy in my life,”
she said.

Teaching, according to Steiner, has also
taught her the power of listening: “My students
come back so prepared and so receptive to in-

formation ... and I think that’s something I have
learned to take into my life — be an active lis-
tener””

Steiner said none of this work — pageantry,
advocacy or performance - happens in isola-
tion.

“My family has been my number one cheer-
leader,” she said. Her father, a musician, has
been a mentor to Steiner throughout the entire-
ty of her life, she said. Her mother was her early
pageant guide and provided support by picking
out dresses together and taking photos.

That support, Steiner said, still continues to-
day. “Shess still looking for ways to help me and
support me in this journey”

One of the biggest cheerleaders now is
Steiner’s partner, Meghan, who provides help
through producing social media posts and pho-
tography. Meghan, Steiner shared, is “the wom-
an behind the curtain”

Although she has lived in Connecticut for
just two years — moving to the state after join-
ing the Goodspeed Musicals” hair and makeup
team - Steiner said she feels deeply rooted now.

“I got here, and I just had this overwhelming
sense of peace and calm,” she recalled. “I feel
like I finally arrived ... like this has always been
my home.”

With the Miss Connecticut competition ap-
proaching and numerous community partner-
ships underway, Steiner said the future is still
unfolding. “That is the big question mark in
my life at the moment,” she admitted. But her
priorities remain steadfast: advocacy, education
and service.

“I want people to look at me and say, ‘Wow,
she’s Miss Connecticut — and I could be too.”

Steiner can be found on Instagram at @
christa.a.steiner and @missconstitutionstatect,
or online at www.christasteiner.com.

If community organizations or events would
like to book her, “I would love to come,” she
said. “Truly any community event. ... I want to
represent everybody that believes in me”

'LOST SPRING FARM

4 CHRISTMAS TREES

11/29/2028§ -
AND BLACK FRIDAY 11/28/2025
9:00am till dark

A

12/21/202§

Joe & Debbie Goodreau

26 Daly Rd.
East Hampton, CT
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We Also Have
Wreaths & Sprays
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Have a Happy Holiday

Season, to all our wonderful
customers & friends.

> 2N ¢

Ready to talk Turkey
this Holiday Weekend!

(...REAL ESTATE THAT IS...)

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

A/y MARGARET WILCOX TEAM

WILLIAM RAVEIS

212 New London Tpke Unit C, Glastonbury
LICENSED IN CT & FL

RE11-28-25




Page 4
From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing - and that you've got some wonderful
leftovers you're going to spend the weekend
picking away at.

With Turkey Day in the books, it's now
Christmas season. Oh, I know some people
have been decking the halls for a while now
— there’s a house I pass on my drive into work
that’s had its Christmas decorations out since
Nov. 2 - but I always wait until after Thanks-
giving to turn my attention to the holly and
the ivy.

If you were also waiting until Thanksgiving
had passed to get in the yuletide mood, and
are now looking for Christmasy things to do,
you might want to zip down to Montville this
weekend.

Especially if you like dinosaurs.

The delightfully-named Dino-Lights holi-
day festival will come to The Dinosaur Place
in Montville on Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days, starting tomorrow, Nov. 29, and run-
ning through Jan. 4, from 4-8 p.m. each night.

The celebration features: an illuminated
trail where guests can walk alongside lights,
music & dinosaurs; a giant Lighted T-Rex
Tower — a 2.5-story Playscape designed for
children ages 2-12 to climb and explore (Spi-
nosaurus Spiral, a climb-and-slide playscape,
will also be open); dozens of festive photo
opportunities; and more. Also, Santa will be
present, and there will be hot chocolate to
keep spirits warm.

Admission is $25/person. Check out the
map of the event and reserve your tickets at
NaturesArtVillage.com/dino-lights. The Di-
nosaur Place is located at 1650 Hartford-New
London Tpke., on Route 85 in Montville.

* ok %

On a related note — as its a commonly-
held belief that dinosaurs evolved into birds,
after all - the Mattabeseck Audubon Society
(MAS) will hold its 51st annual Salmon River
Christmas Bird Count on Sunday, Dec. 14. All

Rivereast amateur bird-watchers are welcome.

This is part of National Audubon Society’s
Christmas Bird Count, which is the longest-
running community science bird project in
the country. The data obtained provides in-
formation about bird populations over time
and ultimately helps to inform environmental
policies on a national and international level.

MAS’s 11 captains will lead their teams into
the field to count all individual birds and bird
species they see. The society said it is always
looking for new people to join us in this an-
nual tradition. The team captains enjoy shar-
ing their wisdom with birders of all experi-
ence levels. There will also be binoculars that
can be borrowed.

Even if you can’t go out into the field you
can still help. Folks whose homes lie within
the 15-mile count circle centered around the
Comstock Covered Bridge in East Hampton
are asked to keep track of the backyard birds
throughout the day and night of Dec. 14, so
that their data can be included in the society’s
final tally numbers.

If youre interested, visit www.audubon-
mas.org or send an email to co-compilers
Sharon Dellinger at rsdell@comcast.net or
Doreen Jezek at dajezek@gmail.com.

* ok

Lastly, the CT Hurricanes Drum and Bugle
Corps will host an Open House Sunday, Nov.
30, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., at Amity High
School, 25 Newton Rd., Woodbridge.

The Corps is open to all ages and open-
ings are in all sections including drum major,
brass, drum line, front ensemble, and color
guard. Woodwind players are encouraged to
join and will be taught to play a brass instru-
ment. Previous drum corps, high school or
college marching band experience is recom-
mended but not required.

Members are from throughout Connecti-
cut - including local schools, colleges, and
Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

NEWS BULLETIN ¢« November 28, 2025

p *\'Q e ——a :

Lions Induct Officers... The Marlborough Lions Club recently elected members for
the upcoming year. Attending the Officer Induction Ceremony were, from left, Megan
Lloyd (Past President), Tom Reiser (Treasurer), new Lion Member Doug Zybrands,
Jennifer Greloch (Second Vice President), Ken Hjulstrom (Secretary), Kevin McNally
(First Vice President), Jean Paul Bolduc (President) and Kathy Randal (Global Mem-
bership Chair) who conducted the ceremony. Not pictured is Rob Gnocci (Membership
Chairman). The club thanked Past President Megan Lloyd, who served the club in
that position for five years. If interested in joining the club, call president Jean Paul

Bulletin Board

There was an item on the news the other day about folks relying more than usual on bus and
train travel these days due to the long waits and canceled flights plaguing the airline industry.

I used to ride the bus a lot in my younger days, back and forth to boarding school outside of
Boston and later — until I scored a $400 1963 VW Beetle that had barely survived some sort
of catastrophic backseat upholstery fire - to and from college in upstate New York. The biggest
inconvenience I can remember from those days (excepting the oddities lurking in the men’s
bathroom at the Boston bus terminal) was the possibility that some big-boned individual
would settle into the seat next to me, gradually leaking into my space until I was either pushed
halfway out into the aisle, or, if I happened to be in an interior seat, pressed up against the
window like a bug-eyed herring in a too-small jar.

(Apologies to my bigger-boned fellow Americans, but it is a simple law of physics that
skinny people, while frequently quite annoying in their own right, take up less space than
big-boned ones. This does not represent a moral pronouncement of any kind on my part, so

please keep any threatening cards and letters to yourself and invest the money in jelly donuts
or something.)

I suppose that many of the people traveling the long-distance bus lines in those days (the
late ‘60s, early “70s) were students and people much like myself, but I do not recall it that way.
Mentally reviewing dozens of bus rides, I am able to summon up mostly a wide assortment of
dwarves, alcoholics, wheezing senior citizens, squalling brats, people with crutches and certain
women whose cologne was so liberally applied, it overpowered the disinfectant smell of the
bus itself. Oh yes, and practically all of them smoked.

In one of my darker periods, blessed with a girlfriend who dressed largely in black and
bombarded my feeble mind with the philosophies of Sartre, Camus, Kafka & Co. and similar
minions of despair, it occurred to me that a long-distance bus ride would make a great setting
for an existentialist play. Hurtling down the highway in a haze of cigarette smoke, the unsus-
pecting passengers would chat about their troubled lives before realizing they were bound
for hell—or maybe they were already in hell...I forget the details. I do remember that when
I mentioned this brainstorm to my melancholy girlfriend, she observed with considerable
disdain that the idea had already been taken, only the setting was a train instead of a bus.

I think it was shortly afterwards that I made the mistake of referring to one of her moody
poems as “a limerick” and it was our relationship, not the bus, that went straight to hell. ’'m
not saying I took it hard or anything, but it would amuse me to find out she married a dentist
and ended up driving her kids to soccer practice in a van with one of those “family scene”
decals (complete with dog) pasted in the back window.

I exaggerate of course. Further rumination reminds me that I also have many pleasant
memories of bus travel: winding through picturesque towns in the Berkshires when snow
was falling; enjoying a book in the glow of the overhead reading light as we traveled down
the highway on a rainy night; trying to find common ground with a newly minted infantry-
man, scarcely older than myself, who was bound for a classroom far more lethal than anything
in my immediate future (I hope he made it); and passengers who, for the most part, treated
one another courteously, offered help when help was required and recognized the difference
between small inconveniences and real trouble.

It was, I think, a slice of America largely invisible to those of us who have come to look at
the world from the isolation of our own cars. We forget sometimes that, as they say, “we’re all
in the same boat” Or maybe it’s a bus.

Jim Hallas

Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.
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Correction

A story that appeared in last week’s
Rivereast on page 25 stated at the end that
Colchester First Selectman Bernie Denn-
ler shared at a recent Board of Selectmen’s
meeting that he had been partially deaf as
a child. This is incorrect; he shared that his
father had been partially deaf as a child.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Thanks for Your Trust
Portland Residents:

I am deeply honored and grateful to have
been elected to serve on the Portland Board of
Selectmen. Now that the elections are over it’s
time for me to get to work.

Thank you for placing your trust in me.

Sincerely,
Vincent Pitruzzello
Member, Portland Board of Selectmen

Thank You, Portland

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
all of you that came out to support me on Elec-
tion Day. I am honored to serve the Town of
Portland as a member of the Board of Select-
men. I would also like to thank all of my fel-
low candidates — their time and energy given to
running is a testament of their dedication to the
Town of Portland. I am truly honored to contin-
ue serving my community in this new capacity.

Again, thank you, the residents of Portland.

Sincerely,
Dave Kuzminski
Member, Portland Board of Selectmen

Thank You Ted Hintz!
To the Editor:

East Hampton is lucky to have Ted Hintz Jr.
on the Town Council. He stuck his neck out for
the town this past week, and drafted a resolu-
tion opposing HB 8002, a housing bill that that
abdicates our town’s authority to shape it own
destiny through local zoning. Hintz sought bi-
partisan support from the Democratic majority
on the Town Council, with the intent of send-
ing the resolution to Gov. Lamont, and urging
him to veto this terrible bill that will negatively
impact not only East Hampton, but every town
in Connecticut.

Thankfully Hintz’s efforts were supported
by his fellow Republican council member Tim
Feegel and managed to get a small measure
of bipartisan support from Democrat council
member Rich Knotek, who begrudgingly fol-
lowed Hintz’s lead. I appreciate all three of these
men for their willingness to take a stand on this
important matter.

The rest of the Town Council Democrats ei-
ther acknowledged HB 8002 was “unacceptable”
or sung its praises, but none of them voted to
take a formal stand on behalf of East Hamp-
ton taxpayers. After a tied vote, three in favor
and three against, the resolution did not pass,
as rules state at least four members must sup-
port it in order for the resolution to pass. Town
Council member Karen Wanat, who during
her election campaign often spoke out against
development in town was not present for this
important meeting, so there was no tie-breaker,
nor did she ever make an official public state-
ment on where she stands on all of this.

Elections certainly have consequences.

Bridget McLennan -- East Hampton
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Thank You, Lions
To the Editor:
I just want to thank the Lions Club for giving
us non-perishable food. They do so much for us.
Roseanne Amenta
Chatham Acres

Thank You Oz ‘N Bones BBQ
To the Editor:

On behalf of all the Colchester Scout Troops
and Cub Scout Pack, I would like to thank all of
you for donating the biodegradable bags used
during our last “Scouting For Food” drive . The
donation of 12 boxes of biodegradable bags
help us to quickly approach most homes in Col-
chester with our request for donations to the
Colchester Food Bank. This year we collected
16,767 pounds of food and other needed mate-
rials. It was our most successful food drive ever.

Your kind donation contributed to this year’s
Scouting for Food’s success. Please accept our
sincere thanks for your support to Colchester
residents.

Thank you for your investment in Colches-
ter’s scouting community.

Alphonse Letendre
Scouting For Food Coordinator

Ashamed of Your Views
To East Hampton Town Council:

I would like to give a special thanks to Ted
Hintz for speaking up for the town of East
Hampton and the citizens. ITam very displeased
with Dean Markham and Jocelyn Leon for ada-
mantly supporting the HB8002 bill that in no
way makes East Hampton a better place to live.
Your beliefs and comments are against what the
town and the residents want. You showed us
where you loyalty is and it is not for the people
of this town. As a lifelong resident and taxpay-
er, I am ashamed of your views and beliefs. It
would be a blessing to the town and citizens if
you would step down as members of the Town
Council.

Joseph A. Sorvillo - East Hampton

Celebrating Thanksgiving
To the Editor:

As we gather around our Thanksgiving tables
and reflect on the year behind us, I'm reminded
of something beautifully simple: aging is not
just about growing older, it’s about growing into
ourselves.

Every November, we see a natural shift to-
ward gratitude. But for older adults, gratitude is
more than a seasonal feeling. Research shows it
can boost mood, support heart health, and even
improve sleep. It's one of the most powerful
(and free!) tools we have for healthy aging.

In our senior community, I witness this ev-
ery day, people discovering new hobbies, build-
ing friendships, learning technology, dancing,
laughing, and proving that purpose doesn't re-
tire. Connection keeps us young, curiosity keeps
us energized, and kindness keeps us grounded.

This Thanksgiving season, I want to offer a
gentle reminder for all of us:

Healthy aging isn’t something that happens to

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
communities — as well as from other states.

The Connecticut Hurricanes Drum and
Bugle Corps is an IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization and is a member of Drum
Corps International (DCI) All-Age Class.
For further information, visit online www.
cthurricanes.org/join or email info@cthur-
ricanes.org.
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us, it's something we practice.

It’s choosing movement, even a little bit.

It’s sharing a meal or a conversation.

It’s learning something new, even if it feels
intimidating.

It’s allowing ourselves joy, rest, and commu-
nity.

And most importantly, it’s realizing that ag-
ing is not a decline, it's a deepening. A deep-
ening of relationships, wisdom, self-awareness,
and appreciation for moments that truly matter.

As we move into the holiday season, I en-
courage every resident young, older, and in-be-
tween, to check in on an older neighbor, invite
someone to coffee, or simply slow down long
enough to say, “I'm grateful for you” Commu-
nity is the heart of healthy aging, and we each
have the power to strengthen it.

Wishing everyone a warm, joyful, and con-
nected Thanksgiving.

May we all continue to age with intention,
curiosity, and plenty of laughter.

Warmly,

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Director and Municipal Agent of
Portland Senior Center

Many Thanks
To the Editor:

The Colchester Garden Club would like
to thank all of the people who stopped by the
“Garden Club Shop” at the Colchester Senior
Center’s Holiday Fair on Saturday. It was a great
way to kick off the holiday season. Your pur-
chases support the Colchester Garden Club’s
beautification efforts in Colchester (gardens
and town planters), youth activities, education-
al programs, craft programs with Seniors, our
Colchester Farmers Market booth, and so much
more.

We also want to extend our appreciation
and thanks to Patty Watts, Jodi Savage, and the
whole Colchester Senior Center staft for invit-
ing us to participate in this event and their con-
tinued support of our efforts through the years.
Their Holiday Fair is a wonderful community
event supported by so many volunteers and do-
nors.

And, of course, we are very grateful to all of
the Colchester Garden Club members who vol-
unteered to make items, donated items and vol-
unteered their time to make this a great event
for all.

Very soon, we will have ‘Holiday Homecom-
ing” the tree lighting event on the Colches-
ter Town Green and Colchester Garden Club
members will be decorating the town planters
to add to the festive look in town. Decorating
that wouldn’t be possible without the generous
donation of tree cuttings by Evergreen Acres on
Windham Avenue.

On behalf of the Colchester Garden Club,
we are extending a wish to all for a very happy
Thanksgiving weekend and a wonderful holiday
season.

Joan Aubin and Mary Spalter
Co-Presidents, Colchester Garden Club

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & 01d Stuff

Bottles ¢ Crocks « Jugs  Costume Jewelry ¢ Pottery  Toys
» Games ¢ Glassware ¢ Silver ¢ Coins ¢ Gold
« Silver Plated Items ¢ Watches » Typewriters « Sewing Machines
* Tools * Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns ¢ Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
* Cookware ¢ Knives ¢ Hunting ¢ Fishing  Military « Masonic
* Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More

Gall Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Thanks to the Town
To the Editor:

As we close out another year, I want to take
a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to
the Colchester community. Your enthusiasm,
support, and involvement have made 2025 an
incredible year for our Recreation Department.

From summer camps and sports leagues to
concerts on the green and family events, every
program was successful because of you - our
residents, volunteers, local businesses, and
partners. Your willingness to participate, lend a
hand, and share ideas truly reflects the spirit of
Colchester.

We are proud to serve a community that val-
ues connection, wellness, and fun. Thank you
for trusting us to create opportunities for rec-
reation and togetherness. We look forward to
building on this momentum in the year ahead
and continuing to make Colchester a place
where everyone feels welcome and engaged.

On behalf of the entire Recreation Depart-
ment, thank you for making this year so special.
Here’s to an even brighter 2026!

Warm regards,
Tiffany Quinn
Recreation Director
Town of Colchester

Portland Votes
To the Editor:

The 2025 municipal election cycle is over
with 41% of registered voters casting their votes
for elected positions in Portland. Letters of ap-
preciation from the individuals that received
the highest votes have been published in the
Rivereast. Candidate Vin Pitruzzello has gone
above and beyond in his campaign, including
holding a ‘thank you’ sign on a chilly Novem-
ber morning in which earned him a seat on the
Board of Selectmen

The results showed 32% of voters did not vote
for the First Selectman running unopposed
and Democrats swept the seats on all boards.
In prior election years, former First Selectman
Ryan Curley, running unopposed, and First Se-
lectwoman Susan Bransfield, running with op-
ponents, received more than 68% of votes with
a higher voter turnout.

Over the past year, town voters have noticed
that two businesses quietly closed on Main
Street this fall joining other vacant properties
downtown and along Rt 66. Private business
development has been claimed as political ac-
complishments, as small businesses and home-
owners struggle.

On No.v 5 the BOS quietly pushed through
another Supplemental Appropriation of $85,000
for another plan on the school renovation proj-
ect. This brings the total money spent over the

past 6 months, which was not included in last
year’s budget, to $2.6 million, excluding $350K
for boilers at BIS. This vote occurred after the
school superintendent announced at a BOS
meeting in September that there was a surplus
of $205K from last year, in which he has spent at
his discretion. Voters are tired of the spending
as their taxes are rising.

Thanks to volunteers, progress has been made
along the riverfront next to Telcon, and unpaid
board members and citizens have scrambled to
keep the town operating as leadership is at an
experience deficit.

Presently, the Town Plan of Conservation is
being updated that will set town goals over the
next 10 years. A Main Street and Riverfront vol-
unteer committee is working on the best use and
vision for the downtown and riverfront area.

Now is the time to form an independent
committee to open the Town Charter and be-
gin discussions on restructuring leadership to
incorporate a town manager working with a full
finance board to manage Portland under goals
and vision set by the Plan of Conservation and
Development that grows the town with taxpayer
benefits to make Portland a thriving town again.

Time is of the essence.

Rose Aletta - Portland

Thankful in Hebron
To the Editor:

I would like to wish everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving. I hope your holiday was filled
with peace and joy. There is a lot to be thank-
ful for here in Hebron; we live in a remarkable
town full of natural beauty and engaging his-
tory. I am thankful for a strong family, group of
friends and active neighbors who have contrib-
uted so much effort defending the place we live,
our environment and our shared heritage. I am
thankful for all the volunteers serving on our
boards and committees who have given their
time maintaining the quality of life we enjoy.

This was particularly true during the Oct.
23rd Board of Selectmen meeting. Questions
were raised regarding the Department of Public
Works Action Committee’s tremendous prog-
ress towards building a new Public Works at Old
Colchester Road. Unfounded suggestions that
the project may find a low-cost alternative at an-
other site were pressed forward. Fortunately, the
issue was met head on by the DPWAC and the
BOS. As noted by DPWAC member Jody Leary,
“I think it would be a disservice to go back to
just broad estimates as a comparison... it needs
to be as comprehensive a consideration as all
the work that we just did. That would be very
expensive...”

BOS Chair Keith Petit reiterated that the DP-
WAC has put in significant work and expense to

See Letters, page 6
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make the Old Colchester Road plan the best op-
tion available, “We need to educate the voters so
that they understand that when we present plan
A, it’s the best plan A that we could get for them,
and plan B is no substitute. ... I think that al-
tering our focus or splitting our attention from
driving to the lowest price best option possible
will be detrimental..”

The conviction to keep the focus on Old Col-
chester Road was reinforced by BOS member
Claudia Riley, “I want to ask the public to re-
member, don’t have amnesia about what we al-
ready went over more than two years ago, with
respect to 17 Kinney Road. We've been down
that road and made our decision... we need to
stay steadfast on course with the plan at hand”

Perhaps most significantly, as Chair Keith
Petit polled every member of the BOS the deci-
sion was unanimous, with every single member
stating, “keep the focus on Colchester Road” I
am truly thankful for this clarity in pursuing the
most fiscally, environmentally and historically
responsible option available.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

A New Day?
To the Editor:

I have noticed a couple of letters from Col-
chester republicans this fall about how the Col-
chester Republican Town Committee (RTC) has
changed for the better. Before the election (Oct.
10 edition), one of their candidates wrote about
“a new generation of Republican leadership -
one grounded in kindness, community, and
commitment.” Last week (Nov. 21) came a letter
from a different writer discussing how the RTC
is now planning “to become a party that is not
attempting to divide Colchester but to do their
best to work in a bipartisan manner to advance
their vision for our town and unite all voters”

I'm having trouble reconciling these letters
with what I've seen locally over the last couple
of months, though. In the weeks leading up to
Election Day, I saw Republicans holding local
candidate signs on the green wearing MAGA
hats and gear. On Election Day, they were hold-
ing signs outside town hall wearing Trump
sweatshirts. As long as our local RTC continues
to align itself directly with the national Republi-

can Party and the disastrous leadership of Don-
ald Trump, I can't believe anything has really
changed.

Trump’s policies and actions are seriously
harming citizens right here in Colchester, and
Republicans know that. You can’t have it both
ways — you can’t be seen as the party of “kind-
ness” if you don't denounce the incompetent
policies, cruel actions, and hateful rhetoric of
the national party. It seems like the RTC needs
to dig a little deeper in their self-reflection be-
fore they can claim a “new day” for their party
in Colchester. I wish them the best in this im-
portant work.

Susie Milner - Colchester

Dems Choose Hartford

Over Constituents
To the Editor:

At a special East Hampton Town Council
meeting on Friday, Nov 21, Republican council
member Ted Hintz Jr. introduced a resolution
urging Gov. Ned Lamont to veto HB 8002, a
state housing bill that would largely negate local
zoning authority and allow unelected, Hartford-
appointed officials to override town planning
decisions and downward direct unwanted over-
development.

Hintz called for bipartisan opposition to the
bill, emphasizing the loss of local control. The
resolution received support from fellow Re-
publican Tim Feegel and a small measure of bi-
partisan support from Democrat member Rich
Knotek, who begrudgingly followed Hintz’s
lead.

The rest of the Democratic majority, however,
declined to support the measure on behalf of
East Hampton residents.

Council member Jack Solomon called the bill
“unacceptable” but refused to vote for the reso-
lution, saying it “wouldn’t accomplish anything.”

Council member Joelyn Leon expressed full
support of HB 8002 and suggested the town
should just roll over for Gov. Lamont because,
“Your gonna have to do it anyway, it's gonna
happen...”

Council Chair Dean Markham blocked pub-
lic comment at the meeting, stating, “It’s a spe-
cial meeting, and business of the council” To
which Hintz asked, “You don't think it’s the
business of the taxpayers?” Markham replied,
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“That’s correct, this is business of the council
tonight”

Democrat Karen Wanat, who campaigned
heavily on preserving local control and limiting
overdevelopment, did not attend or participate in
the meeting. Her absence prevented a tie-break-
ing vote and ensured the resolution’s defeat.

East Hampton Democrats ran on pledges of
responsible, locally driven growth and repeat-
edly told voters they would protect the town’s
character. By refusing to oppose a bill that
transfers zoning power to state bureaucrats — or
in some cases actively supporting it — they have
broken those promises and left residents with-
out a voice against top-down mandates from
Hartford.

During the election, Democrats said, “We've
got your back,” weeks after the election, they
stabbed us all in the back and chose Democrat
elites in Hartford over their constituents.

Bryon Turner - East Hampton

Donate to Our

Ambulance Service
To the Editor:

This Giving Tuesday, Dec. 2, support the East
Hampton Ambulance Association and help
keep our community safe.

Over the past year, our EMT team has answered
over 1,250 calls, maintained an excellent response
time, and provided dependable 24/7 care.

We are asking every household in East Hamp-
ton to consider an annual donation of $100. Ev-
ery gift, large or small, ensures our skilled and
compassionate EMTs are ready when you need
them most.

If you or a loved one has ever relied on our
service, you know the difference it makes. Your
support keeps vital emergency care available for
everyone in town.

Donate today: EHAA, P.O. Box 144, East
Hampton, CT 06424

Thank you for helping us protect our com-
munity.

Board of Directors, East Hampton
Ambulance Association

Debra Mayer, President;

Nancy Brown, Vice President;

Lori Lanzi, Secretary; Alan Hurst, Treasurer;
Members at-Large Kevin Kiely, Liz Whitty,
Gregory Pugatch
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Urgent Need
To the Editor:

Flu vaccination is extra important now due
to a new variant with seven new mutations that
make it more contagious and virulent than the
usual influenza virus. This influenza A (H3N2,
subclade K) has caused outbreaks in the United
Kingdom, Canada, and Japan, and accounts for
half of the cases in the European Union. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) last week, it already causes
38% of U.S. flu infections.

The CDC recommends that everyone ages 6
months and older get an annual influenza vac-
cine. The vaccination reduces severe disease,
hospitalization, and death. People at higher
risk for severe disease include those aged 65
and older, and people with chronic metabolic,
lung, heart, and neuromuscular disease, preg-
nancy, and immunodeficiency. Flu vaccination
is covered by Medicare, Medicaid, and almost
all health insurances.

The CDC also notes that prescription antivi-
ral medications can treat flu illness, and should
be started as soon as possible. They are especial-
ly important for those at high risk for flu-related
complications.

Please do yourself and family a favor, and get
vaccinated!

Eric Rosenberg, MD
Retired Internal Medicine Physician
East Hampton

Note: Rosenberg is chair of the East Hampton
Commission on Aging, but said he is speaking as
an individual.

Great Strides
To the Editor:

Last week we covered a basic timeline for He-
bron’s new Public Works. It's been a bumpy 20
years, but the time has come for a new facility
and 550 Old Colchester Rd. is the best location.
The relatively new Public Works Action Com-
mittee has made great strides towards breaking
ground at 550 OCR. Not coincidentally, several
members, of this committee, are also longtime
members of Hebrons Public Building Com-
mittee. They’ve spent years looking at multiple
alternate locations and have returned to OCR.

If you're new to Hebron, upset about this lo-
cation or in need of a price comparison between
two sites, before you go much further, read-up
on the project’s history including research, ex-
pert testimony and meetings, from the past two
decades by visiting hebronct.com and SaveHe-
bronCenter on Facebook. You can also listen to
meetings and public testimony online. Ground-
water pollution is an expensive long-term prob-
lem everyone is trying to avoid. Hebron is situ-
ated on a watershed. This is both a blessing and
a curse, depending on your expectations. But
don’t we all expect safe water? Don't we all ex-
pect town hall to look out for our health, safety
and well-being? Yes, and this is what the Action
Committee is trying to do.

Hebron is long overdue for rebuilding the
PW. We can try building new developments,
that people seem to want, but without PW, you
are up a creek without a paddle because PW
keeps any town going.

The time is now. The on-site testing is being
done. So far, the most financially and environ-
mentally responsible location is 550 OCR. The
project’s costs will sound terrifying. However,
when broken down, like a mortgage, and shared
with approximately 3500 households, the num-
bers are not so bad. Not free....but not ter-
rible. Many families are still adjusting to post
Covid real estate tax increases. We're all facing
increased living expenses and health insurance
questions. However, without a safe PW facility
we're also facing other serious issues, including
the ongoing safety of employees.

This is not an easy topic and it’s going to be
a complicated rebuilding process. However, by
working together, for the betterment of town
employees, residents and our natural resources,
i'll go quickly and life can return to some sem-
blance of normal. Hebron needs to rebuild the
PW but they can’t do it without public support.
#savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston
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Dementia Talks No. 38
To the Editor:

Have you received the “fall call” yet? Have
you had to make a “fall call”? There are all kinds
of emotions that can be connected when your
loved one takes a tumble to the floor - regard-
less of where they are.

There are many reasons a loved one might
fall - they may have a UTI which makes them a
little dizzy, may shuftle their feet and a foot gets
“stuck” for a nano second - just enough to take
a tumble, they may simply reach down to pick
something up off the ground and lose their bal-
ance. So many reasons.

Take stock when your loved one falls, docu-
ment it somewhere with the date, time, what
happened to the best that you can. The log is
helpful when talking to doctors.

I received a ‘fall call’ this past week and am
grateful that a nurse heard Mom yelp. The
nurse was able to get mom up, settled into a
chair, then distracted with the what. 1 stopped
in to checked her out - got her ready for bed,
tucked her in and watched a little TV until she
was snoozing away. She is fine; we are lucky.

I inquired about when a trip to the ER would
happen - the nurse was careful to say that it de-
pends on the situation, the person and if there
are injuries. An understandable response. In
Mom’s case, I was thankful that an ER visit
wasn't needed; our theory is she likely tumbled
to the floor because she was attempting to pick
something up off the carpet after a very long day
(holiday event and change in the routine = she
was tired).

In the case of someone with dementia that
falls - have a plan. Meaning, know who you
will call if you need help; have legal documents
handy if an ER visit is needed (we have a packet
on the refrigerator for quick access).

If you are in a community with your loved
one, and they fall, leverage the staff as they have
the expertise to assess the situation and if all is
well, they have the skills to help your loved one
get up off the floor.

Know you are not alone.

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900
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Improvements Needed
Dear Colchester:

It has been an honor and a privilege to work
with a wide variety of individuals and groups
the past two plus years, first on the Ad-Hoc
Recreational Needs Committee and now on the
Athletic Complex Building Committee. I am
a strong advocate for youth sports and activi-
ties, both in and beyond Colchester. In addition
to my committee work, I volunteer as a board
member for multiple youth sports organiza-
tions in and around Colchester. With 20 years
of experience as a high school teacher, I firmly
believe that students are at their best when ac-
tively engaged in extracurriculars such as ath-
letics, music, theater, or any number of different
groups. These experiences help support individ-
ual growth while teaching teamwork and foster-
ing community.

Through my involvement with multiple
youth sports organizations in and around Col-
chester, I have listened to concerns from parents
and players about the condition of the Bacon
athletic fields and the growing sense of embar-
rassment about their current state. I commend
our Public Works Department for the improve-
ments made at the RecPlex, which has never
looked better. Unfortunately, the Bacon athletic
fields remain outdated, under maintained, and
overused, leading to unsafe playing conditions
and frequent cancellations.

Artificial turf has been thoroughly researched
and proven to be a safe and effective solution
in countless school systems across Connecticut
and the country. Upgrading the fields at Bacon,
as well as improvements to the RecPlex, would
enhance our towns appeal and provide sig-
nificant benefits to current and future families.
High school coaches throughout the ECC fre-
quently express concern, even mockery, regard-
ing the current state of our athletic fields.

In addition to the Bacon fields, the tennis

courts at both locations, pickleball courts, and

splash pad are in desperate need of upgrades

and renovation. Many local residents and

groups have already begun turning to newer

or better maintained facilities in surrounding

communities. This shift not only affects our

local programs but also results in lost revenue

for Colchester businesses. I look forward to our

upcoming meetings and encourage the com-

munity to review the recommendations from

last spring’s Recreational Needs Committee

and the information posted on the Athletic

Complex Building Committee page. Together,

we have an opportunity to make meaningful

improvements that will benefit our community
for years to come.

Thank you,

Matt Parsons

Vice Chair, Athletic Complex

Building Committee

Chair, Ad Hoc Recreational

Needs Committee

Note: Parsons said he is speaking as an indi-

vidual.

Candlelight Vigil Dec. 7
To the Editor:

All Rivereast News communities are invited
to a candlelight vigil sponsored by TACT In-
divisible on Sunday, Dec. 7, from 4-5 p.m. at
Glastonbury’s Town Center (Hebron Avenue/
Main Street) — a time for community members
to stand together in peaceful reflection. The
gathering is intended to shine a light for de-
mocracy and the values that guide the nation:
respect for one another, participation in com-
munity life, and the belief that the country’s
future is strongest when people stand united.
Once assembled, participants will walk together
in quiet unity to reaffirm a shared hope and re-
sponsibility for the future of the country. The

ERTAINMENT

event is family-friendly, and children are warm-
ly welcome.

Attendees are encouraged to bring a flameless
candle or other light, dress warmly, and, if pos-
sible, wear reflective clothing for visibility and
safety. Above all, participants are asked to bring
their community spirit. For questions, please
email TACTIndivisible@gmail.com.

Karen Wilkinson - Marlborough

More Censorship

from Town Council
To the Editor:

Last week, in a Town Council special meet-
ing regarding HB 8002, a new housing bill that
has very little support in East Hampton, council
chair Dean Markham (Democrat) defended the
fact that the voters were not permitted to make
public comments at the meeting.

Markham stated, “It’s a special meeting, and
business of the council” To which council mem-
ber Ted Hintz (Republican) responded, “You
don’t think it’s the business of the taxpayers?”
Markham responded, “That’s correct, this is
business of the council tonight””

This is not the first time Markham has put
a wet blanket on free speech at Town Council
meetings. Prior to the election, he cut off a lo-
cal resident who was giving public comments at
one of the meetings via Zoom when she offered
well-founded criticism to the Town Council.

The meeting on Nov. 21 initially wasn't going
to permit voters to participate and observe via
Zoom until a number of people put pressure on
the town to correct this. Let’s hope this trend of
blocking the voters from fully participating in
these meetings does not continue.

All this from the party who ran on transpar-
ency!!

Alannah Coshow - Middle Haddam

Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00prm

RE11-29-24

(Fries & Slaw) for
both Fried Seafood &
Seafood Rolls

SEAFOOD&GRILL ~ K1d's Meal

Family owned & operated

Fri, Sat 11AM - 9PM * Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

With the purchase
of TWO PLATTERS

LIGHTHOUSE You geta FREEN

(Comes with fries and a drink of your choice)
Offer excludes kids Lobster Roll. Offer expires NOV 30™.

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11AM - 8PM ‘ 860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd

RE10-17-25

| RESTAURANT | Gluten Free Menu Available

Portland, CT

43 Hayward Ave.

Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque
recipes, are made
fresh from scratch.

RE11-28-25
I

Live Music
w/Matt Sperzel
Thurs. 12/4 5-8 p.m.
& Drink Specials.

Wishing our customers
and friends a very
Happy Thanksgiving from
all of us at €ggs Up!

The

BEEF &t SEAFOOD COMPANY

blin

BOOK
NOW!

l] @oznbonesbbq

Gift Certificates & BBQ Sauces make great gifts for the holidays!

Private Room Rental Available Upstairs
Dine In « Take Out « Lunch « Dinner « Catering

Find out just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

(860) 537-3355
oznbonesbbg.com

Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton ® 860.365.5238
visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events

* RATED TOP 10
RESTAURANTS!

From our butchers to your plate,
for a freshness you can taste.

The Dublin...Often Imitated,
Never Duplicated

Area’s Best Burgers & Wings!

CIT11:6:25
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By Toriana Williams

As Thanksgiving approaches, Andover resi-
dents are taking a moment to reflect on what
gratitude means to them - from the quiet acts
of kindness that keep the town connected to the
personal experiences that shape how they view
the holiday season.

Two local officials, each with their own per-
spective, shared what they are most thankful for
this year, offering a glimpse into the values that
anchor the community.

’A Time to Be Grateful’

Amy Orlomoski, director of the Andover
Public Library, began by describing Thanks-
giving as a time to pause and take stock of life’s
blessings.

“It’s a time to be grateful ... take stock of what
you have and what you've accomplished over
the year,” she said, noting that her own holiday
traditions usually involve a low-key but mean-
ingful day with family. She added that gratitude,
for her, is less about celebration and more about
acknowledging the people who make her work
rewarding.

That sense of appreciation extends to the li-
brary itself, which she says embodies the spirit
of togetherness year-round.

“We like to think we’re always thankful and
grateful when folks use the library and visit,
Orlomoski said. “We do like to try to help them

where we can. All they have to do is just ask, and
we'll see what we can do”

She expressed particular gratitude for her
staff, volunteers and the library’s patrons. “Ev-
erybody genuinely loves the library, and I think
that’s a great thing. Its wonderful,” she said.
Their commitment, she explained, keeps the li-
brary vibrant and welcoming.

Community support is also essential to the
Friends of the Library, a nonprofit fundraising
group that Orlomoski calls the library’s “fund-
raising arm.” This year, the Friends group is once
again hosting their annual basket drawing - a
popular event that has become a seasonal staple.

“We have our Friends of the Library big fun-
draiser [which started Nov. 25],” she said. “We
haven't officially counted how many baskets we
have, but more than 30 at this point” The offer-
ings range widely, from children’s toys to spe-
cialty honey, makeup sets, a Red Sox-themed
bundle and more. Residents can purchase tick-
ets and enter for whichever baskets they like,
with winners drawn on Dec. 22.

Funds raised through the event support li-
brary programming and upcoming improve-
ments, including expanded access to e-books.
The Friends are also sponsoring a December
concert, “Christmas in New England,” held at a
local church on Dec. 18.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center,
located at 25 School Rd., is open daily from 9
a.m.-2 p.m. The lounge is open for cards, games
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. The cen-
ter’s monthly newsletter is available on the Town
of Andover website, www.andoverconnecticut.
org. Copies are also available at the center, Town
Hall, and Andover Public Library. To receive the
newsletter by email each month, ask for Haley at
the center, at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Holiday Closing: The center will be closed
today, Nov. 28, for Thanksgiving.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers,
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by
the center if interested.

Transportation: Call Linda at 860-498-2326
to schedule transportation. Provide one week’s
notice for all requests. All seniors, veterans, and
disabled are welcome.

Weekly Programs: The senior center offers
a variety of weekly programs, including: Yoga,
Food Pantry Trips, Movie Mondays, Knit-
ting, Wednesday Lunches (with bingo every
other Wednesday), Sewing, Various Exercise
Programs, and more. For a full schedule of all
weekly offerings, contact the center.

Upcoming Special Events: Transportation
available for all programs. For full event de-

S P e
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scriptions, call the senior center or see the on-
line newsletter.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. - to
Willimantic on Dec. 2, 16 and 30, and Man-
chester on Dec. 9 and Dec. 23. Contact Linda to
reserve your ride.

New - Games Club: Thursdays, Dec. 4, 11
and 18, 3-4:30 p.m. Enjoy free games of chess
or checkers with neighbors. All skill levels wel-
come.

Coffee & Crafts: Friday, Dec. 12, 12:30 p.m.
Sign-up is necessary.

Art Class with Kim: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6-8
p-m. Cost is $35.

Town Hall Open House: Wednesday, Dec.
24, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Stop by Town Hall and visit
with your new town clerk, Roberta Dougherty.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, Dec. 19. This
free field trip — an intergenerational partnership
with Andover Elementary School - is based on
Travel in Time in Connecticut, by local author
and teacher Dan Blanchard. Contact Grous to
participate or for more information.

PAL Program: People Across Lifetimes:
Wednesday, Dec. 17. This free intergenerational
pen pal program brings seniors and students
together for activities. Contact Grous to par-
ticipate, reconnect with your pal, or for more
information.

Hair Care with Helen: Monday, Dec. 29, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $20. Need a trim? Sign up for
a dry haircut. Hair must be clean and dry before
your appointment. Transportation is available if
needed. Space is limited; call the center at 860-
798-6862 to reserve your spot.

OLDE
ANDOVER

BURYING GROUND

i ALY 3 1 . N : - hy
Cemetery Clean-Up... The Olde Andover Burying Ground recently saw a fall cleanup,

H

thanks to members of the OABG Committee. Pictured are, from left, committee
members Bob Post, Michael Kurdzo and Jim Harlow.

The Power of Faith

While Orlomoski’s reflections centered on
community and the energy of the library, an-
other Andover official shared a deeply personal
and spiritual perspective of gratitude. Gerard
Cremeé, a member of the Board of Education,
is currently recovering in a rehabilitation facil-
ity after sustaining a recent injury due to his
Parkinson’s disease. He spoke openly about his
faith - a guiding force in how he understands
Thanksgiving.

“Thanksgiving means being thankful for all
that God has given us,” Creme said. “I have a
strong faith, and God reveals himself to us
through different things that happen to us”

Even his recent hospitalization and reha-
bilitation, he explained, have been moments of
spiritual clarity.

“Everything that I thought was bad I've
learned something from, and realized that it
was God working in my life to establish and
continue a relationship with me,” he said.

He emphasized kindness, respect and service
as core values — ones he sees reflected in the
work of local boards, volunteers and Andover
Elementary School staff. From the superinten-
dent to classroom teachers, he said is grateful
for the dedication of those who commit their
time and energy to Andover’s children.

“I'm thankful for the people in our town who
serve in the different capacities of the different
boards, of the school, of the town,” Creme said.
“I'm thankful for what they do for our children.

Need Holiday

Assistance?

Does your family need help with gifts this
holiday season? Do you know an Andover
family who could use a little help?

Please reach out to either Roberta
Dougherty, Town Clerk & Social Services/
Municipal Agent, at 860-742-7305 ext. 4218
or townclerk@andoverct.org, or Tess Grous,
Community & Senior Center Director, at
860-742-7305 ext. 4510 or tgrous@ando-
verct.org.

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Funds for Food Bank... The Hebron Lions recently donated $2,000 to Andover Food

Residents Offer Thanksgiving Reflections

I'm thankful for people who care,” he shared,
and added that, “caring is important.”

For Creme, gratitude is inseparable from his
relationship with God.

“I'm thankful to God ... for what he brings -
even pain that draws me closer to him,” Creme
said.

At 71 years of age, Creme explained, his per-
spective has grown more reflective, rooted in a
lifetime of faith and a desire to serve others. “I
think that that’s one way you do that in today’s
world - as you reach out and help other people,”
he said.

Although his approach to Thanksgiving is
less about food or tradition, he does celebrate
with his “small family;” including his daughter,
her husband and their extended relatives. Still,
connection - not the menu - Is what matters
the most to him.

A Shared Commitment

Both officials, though speaking from very
different experiences, captured a similar truth:
Thanksgiving in Andover is a blend of gratitude
for community and appreciation for the people
who nurture it. Whether through library pro-
grams that bring neighbors together or the qui-
et resilience of residents who continue serving
even while facing personal challenges, the town
reflects a shared commitment to kindness, sup-
port and togetherness.

Recreation
Commission Vacancy

Any Andover elector interested in serving on
the Recreation Commission for a term ending
June 30, 2027 should send an email to clee@an-
doverct.org.

Christmas Fair
& Bake Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will be hold its annual Christmas Fair & Bake
Sale on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 9 am.-3 p.m.
There will be vendors, raffle baskets, silent auc-
tion, baked goods, and Grandma’s Attic items.

If you are a vendor and are interested in rent-
ing a table, they are $20 and include a six-foot
table and two chairs. Call the church to reserve.

If you have any questions, leave a message at
the church, at 860-742-7696.

Amston Artists
in Local Show

From now through Dec. 28, Amston art-
ists Elizabeth Dougherty and John Ros will
have an exhibition of mixed media works
entitled “Over Here” at Over Andover Barn-
tique, 415 Route 6, Andover, as part of Art-
ist Open Studios of Northeast CT.

Artist open studio hours will be 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 28, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 29 and 30 and
Dec. 6 and 7.

There will be an artist reception Saturday,
Dec. 6, from noon-3 p.m.

For more information, visit aosct.org.

Bank. Pictured from left are Lion Louise Hamburger, Andover Food Bank Director
Joan Soucy, and Hebron Lions Charities Director Chris Doyle. Soucy was thrilled to
receive the check and will use the funds to help keep the shelves stocked during this

time of great need.
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across

town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with

? the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
e 4 nilieely ) : receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details

U R . o are listed below. Happy travels!
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And That Makes 50!...
states — and made it to number 50 in August, when they visited North Dakota. Seeing
all 50 states “only took 30 years,” Russell quipped.

A Day at the Zoo... Philip and Jessica Dills from Colchester recently went to visit
her niece and her husband in San Diego, Calif. They brought along the Rivereast to
the San Diego Zoo. It was a beautiful day, they said, and they saw lots of different
animals. From left are Mike Poe, Sara Poe, Jessica Dills (holding paper) and Phil Dills.

P ! : - . b S

: ] Down on the Farm... Jeanne Bishop from Mary Ann Wall from East

? : R P N S X T Hampton went on a trip to Lancaster, Pa with the Seniors from East Hampton and

Cruisin’ to the Bahamas... Ashley and Travis Wolf of Marlborough brought along  Wallingford. They visited Riehl’s Farm and Quit Shop in Intercourse, Pa., and brought
the Rivereast on a Utopia of the Seas cruise to the Bahamas! the Rivereast News Bulletin with them.

Going on a trip?
Bring along the Bulletin!

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
your photo is one the four entries selected! =
To enter, email your photo and 151F ﬁlﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁ e e Cuisine
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com e (Rt 66), Portland
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By Toriana Williams
The newly seated Marlborough Board of Se-
lectmen covered a wide range of issues during
its Nov. 18th meeting - and one in particular
proved quite controversial with the public.

The board’s newly elected chair Susan McFar-
land, a Democrat, called the meeting to order,
and five selectmen were present, along with
Town Manager David Porter.

After debate, the board voted - 4 to 1 - against
adding the Pledge of Allegiance as a standing
agenda item. Selectwoman Louise Concodello,
a Republican, was the lone dissenting vote, stat-
ing she would like the pledge to be added to the
meetings.

Anthony Bratz, a Democrat, argued he want-
ed to keep meetings “focused about town mat-
ters rather than national interests” Fellow Dem-
ocratic selectman John Rizza agreed with Bratz.

During a public comment period, residents
spoke most prominently about the board’s de-
cision to not add the pledge. Multiple residents
strongly objected to the board’s vote, with Rob
Fraulino first to raise the issue. He urged the
board to reconsider, and said it “takes all about
5 to 10 seconds,” calling the pledge equal to the
actual meeting taking place.

Ken Hjulstrom, a Republican Board of Fi-
nance member who noted he was speaking as
an individual, said he was “really amazed” and
“shocked” at the board’s decision, adding that he
“thought that it would be a no-brainer” to add
the pledge to the beginning of meetings.

Judy Kelly, chair of the Republican Town
Committee but speaking as an individual,
echoed the same sentiment. “We teach our kids
to do it,” she said. “It’s a lifelong commitment to
the flag as an American.”

This week, in a comment to the Rivereast,
AsKlar clarified that he did not mean to oppose
adding the pledge to the beginning of meetings,
and “misunderstood the motion”

He said he intends to suggest adding it at the
next meeting — and noted that “we used to do it”
when Republican Greg Lowrey was first select-
man. “I’s not new;” Asklar said.

* ok %

In regard to meeting procedures, a few items
were discussed. Porter presented a draft reso-
lution for special meetings, where the board
debated how to handle scheduling, quorum
requirements and situations in which the chair
declines a requested meeting. Ultimately, they
left the language allowing a meeting to be called
even if a quorum cannot be reached - “a safety
net,” as Bratz described it.

The board agreed to add the phrase “Board of
Selectmen may vote to engage” to clarify when
members may directly respond to public com-
menters. The board also agreed to specify that
vacancies must be advertised in the “next avail-
able local RIvereast News Bulletin”

In response to the mechanism allowing the
BOS to “vote to engage” with speakers, Ross
Dmochowski asked for clarification. The board
attempted to explain the adopted rule. Bratz, a
Democrat, responded, summarizing the mecha-
nism approved.

“I can engage you, the chair can stop engag-
ing, and if I want to continue I can pull up a
vote,” he said. “If two others join me, I continue
my engagement with you”

Dmochowski challenged the idea that indi-
vidual selectmen could be prevented from re-
sponding during comments and stated, “Why

Holiday Open House at Thrift Shop

Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located at
Marlborough Congregational Church, 35 South
Main St., will hold its annual Holiday Open
House Friday, Nov. 28, from noon to 3 p.m. and
Saturday, Nov. 29 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Light refreshments will be served, along with
a free drawing. Everything Christmas and win-
ter will fill tables and shelves, all priced to sell.
Items include jewelry, handbags, small furni-

ture, children’s books and toys, baking, decorat-
ing, gift-giving and more. Second Blessings gift
certificates will also be available.

The shop will be open Fridays from noon-
3 pm. and Saturdays from 10 am.-1 p.m.,
through Dec. 20. The shop will reopen Feb. 6,
2026. The shop accepts donations during shop-
ping hours. Second Blessings sells year-round
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
net. Follow the senior center on Facebook at
Marlborough CT Senior Center.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday
Closings: The center will be closed Friday, Nov.
28, in observance of Thanksgiving.

Shopping Trips: Monday, Dec. 1, the bus will
go to N. Windham Walmart. Depart the senior
center at 1:30 p.m. and return at 4 p.m. Call to
reserve ride. Additional holiday shopping trips
on 12/8 (Marshalls/HomeGoods) and 12/15
(Ocean State Job Lot or Ollie’s).

Open Enrollment: Dec. 2, by appointment
only. Change prescription plans, switch be-
tween traditional Medicare and Medicare Ad-
vantage plans.

Technology Assistance: Thursday, Dec. 4,
9 a.m.-noon. One-on-one appointments with
Richmond Memorial Library technology spe-
cialist. By appointment only.

Blood Drive: Thursday, Dec. 4. For more
information or to make an appointment to do-
nate, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or sign up online at redcrossblood.org with
sponsor code “Marlborough”

Encore Club: Wednesday, Dec. 10, featuring
holiday music by Bill Naughton Jr. and light re-
freshments. RSVP by 12/3.

Ugly Sweater Party: Wednesday, Dec. 17,
noon-2 p.m.; RSVP by Dec. 10.

Free Holiday Gift-Wrapping: Thursday,
Dec. 18, 2-3 p.m., and Friday, Dec. 19, 9-11 a.m.
Bring your gifts; they’ll be wrapped for free. Call
if interested.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: For full
descriptions, call the senior center. Billiards:
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon; Bingo:
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday,
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30
p-m.; Chair Massage: Free 15-minute massages
are offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Appointments required.

Blood Pressure Checks and Chatham
Health Education Presentation: Second Mon-
day of each month. BP checks from 11:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., and presentation from 12:15-12:45
p.m.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee.

Birthday Club: The fourth Tuesday of each
month, from 1-2 p.m., with cake. Open to all
friends and family. It does not have to be your
birthday month to celebrate. However, if it is,
please RSVP.

Not Just Quilters: Wednesday and Friday
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Visit www.beatpdto-
day.com/class-schedule or call 860-918-9594 to
register and for more information.

Mahjong: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at
Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the second
Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at
Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence Drive.

Sweet Picks - Free Bakery Items: Monday
and Tuesday mornings, local grocery stores
donate bakery items (breads, desserts, etc.); de-
livery is between 8:30 and 9 a.m., Come take a
look and take, in moderation, what you need.
For senior center members only

Tap: Wednesdays, 5-6:30 p.m.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail,
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to
qualified residents in need.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for
more information. Visit the town website, www.
marlboroughct.gov, for the complete Transpor-
tation Policy. There will be no transportation
Tuesday Nov. 25.

would you ... silence him? That isn’t right”
* o %

During the town manager updates, Porter
reported two significant grants: $348,224 Com-
munity Connectivity Grant to extend side-
walks from Cheney Road to Denler Drive and
a $108,621 Sustainable Material Management
Grant supporting composting and unit-based
waste pricing. He explained the “pay-as-you-
throw” system, in that residents would use of-
ficial town bags, encouraging waste reduction
and compost separation.

A major infrastructure concern emerged
when Connecticut Water discovered a large
void under the concrete base of North Main
Street. Porter stated, “Oh my gosh, this is bad”
Temporary repairs have been added to ensure
the roads are safe to drive on and permanent re-
pairs are expected to be completed in the spring.

Scheduled for Dec. 6, Marlborough’s Gath-
ering on the Green event is expected to draw
1,500 to 2,000 attendees and more than a dozen
participating fire departments. Republican se-
lectman Joe Asklar, who is also the town’s fire
marshal, noted, “Within the family of firefight-
ers, this is the best event that they could come
to”

A new trophy for “best decorated fire truck”
will be judged by local youth, an exciting addi-
tion to the festivities.

During the public comment session, residents

Residents Challenge BOS on Pledge Decision

raised issues ranging from meeting accessibility
to vacancy postings.

Hal Whitney brought concerns about audio
for remote participants, saying that although
Zoom is not required, he appreciates it be-
cause it “opens up the meetings and makes it a
lot more transparent” He requested the town
to “make a small investment” in more micro-
phones, including a fixed microphone for public
speakers.

Fraulino spoke about how the town advertis-
es openings, challenging the interpretation that
the charter required newspaper publication and
suggested the town advertise on the town web-
site. “It doesn’t say anywhere ... you have to go
through any sort of newspaper,” he said.

Deb Bourbeau, a previous member of the
Board of Selectmen, responded with a different
perspective — and stressed the importance of the
Rivereast as a universal communication tool.

Many residents still rely on print rather than
digital media, she said, as “not everybody in
town knows how to use a computer”

She noted that, when she was on the Board of
Selectmen, “we agreed as a group that everyone
receives, in this town, a free paper once a week.”
Because of that broad reach, she said the board
concluded that the Rivereast should remain the
primary method for publicly announcing va-
cancies.

The town’s annual Gathering on the Green
celebration will be Saturday, Dec. 6, from
4:30-6:30 p.m. All are invited to this festive
night celebrating the holiday season.

The gathering will feature a lighted fire
truck parade, tree lighting, pictures with
Santa, refreshments, music and a fireworks
display. Rain date is Sunday, Dec. 7. A collec-
tion box will be available for anyone wishing
to donate non-perishable food items to the
food bank.

Gathering on the Green!

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire De-
partment has started a GoFundMe page for
residents wishing to donate to the fireworks
show. Checks can also be mailed to: MVFD,
P.O.Box 237, Marlborough, CT 06447.

Event timeline: 4:30-5 p.m., holiday music,
refreshments, snacks; 5-5:15 p.m., Lighted
Fire Truck Parade and arrival of Santa; 5:15
p.m., Santa lights tree; 5:15-6:15 p.m., pic-
tures with Santa and Christmas carols with
the RHAM choir; 6:15 p.m., Fireworks.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday
school is open to all children in the community
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

Nov. 30 is the First Sunday in Advent with an
Advent reading and the lighting of the Advent
candles along with a performance by the church
bell choir. There is no Sunday School on Nov.
30, but nursery care will be available.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. A
luncheon for Florence Lord Housing residents
is held monthly. The church-sponsored Drive
Thru Café, for Marlborough Food Bank clients
and their families with tickets, will be Sunday,
Nov. 30. Operation Christmas Stocking, for
youth ages 13 to 17 at Albert J. Solnit Children’s
Center in Middletown, has begun. Handmade
Christmas stockings with giving suggestions are

Holiday Craft Fair

American Legion Post 197 in Marlborough
will host a Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, Nov. 29,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at the post, located at 128
East Hampton Rd., Route 66.

All are invited to come support local vendors
for some holiday shopping. There will be raffles,
snacks, and refreshments for purchase.

American Legion Auxiliary
Holiday Craft Fair

American Legion Post 197 in Marlborough,
located at 128 East Hampton Rd. (Route 66),
will host a Holiday craft fair Saturday, Nov. 29,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

All are invited to come out and support lo-
cal vendors for some holiday shopping, raffles,
snacks and refreshments for purchase.

available at the church. Filled stockings will be
delivered the week of Dec. 15.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is holding its
annual Thanksgiving weekend Christmas Open
House this Friday, Nov. 28, from noon to 3 p.m.
and Saturday, Nov. 29, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,,
with free registration for a door prize and free
refreshments. The thrift shop rooms are filled
with many new arrivals for this event and for
the holiday season. Follow the shop through
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, Marl-
borough CT. The shop sells year-round through
eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirm-
ing faith community and all are welcome. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through
the church website, or mailed to the church at
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more
information on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Children’s Holiday

Christmas Par

American Legion Post 197 in Marlborough,
located at 128 East Hampton Rd. (Route 66), will
hold its annual Children’s Holiday Party and lunch
with Santa Sunday, Dec. 14, from noon-2 p.m.

Children up to 10 years old are invited to come
for cookie decorating, face-painting, pizza, and a
gift from Santa. Come and have a free photo taken
with Santa.

All attendees are asked to bring a non-perish-
able food item to be donated to Marlborough food
Bank.

If you plan to attend, call the post at 860-295-
7810 with the age and number of children no later
than Dec. 13.

Cancer Community
Gatherings

A self-led group of cancer patients, survivors,
caregivers and loved ones get together at Marl-
borough Senior Center, 17 School Dr., to share
openly about their experience with cancer. Shar-
ing is done voluntarily and held in confidence.

The next meeting is Dec. 3, from 7-8:15 p.m.

For more information, contact Lindsay Padu-
la at hclindsayp@gmail.com.
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Free Breakfast with Santa

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary
Club will hold its annual Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 7:30-11 a.m., at the East
Hampton High School cafeteria, located at 15
North Maple St.

As in the past, free breakfast will be served
to all who attend and the children will be able
to have a picture taken with Santa Claus as a
keepsake. There will also be face-painting and
other children’s activities provided by the East

Hampton High School Interact Club. While
breakfast is free, those planning to attend are
asked to consider donating non-perishable food
items for the East Hampton and Marlborough
food banks. Monetary donations to support the
food and fuel banks in each town will also be
accepted.

For more information, call Kyle at 860-455-
3192 or follow on Facebook at East Hampton/
Marlborough Connecticut Rotary Club.

New Grief Share Session Underway

A Grief Share support group will run Tues-
days through Dec. 16, from 5-6:30 p.m., at Fel-
lowship Community Church, 24 South Rd. The
group started Sept. 16, but people can join at
any time.

The group consists of videos and discussion
sessions, with the last session being a Celebra-
tion of Life to honor your loved one. There is
a $20 one-time registration fee, which includes
the workbook. You will get the workbook at the

first session. If you have already paid the $20
registration fee from the previous Grief Share
program, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and
look for Fellowship Community Church. You
may register there to see the schedule for the
sessions and other information pertaining to

Grief Share.

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Adult Programs: Zumba - Fall Session:
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Se-
nior Center. Fee: $50/residents, $55/non-resi-
dents, or a $12 drop-in fee.

Pickleball: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9-11
a.m., at the Blish Park tennis courts. No fee for
this program.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at
Marlborough Elementary School. Registration
fee is $5 per week.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., at MES. Registration fee is $5 per week.

Driveway Reflective Number Signs Avail-
able: The cost of the sign is $50. Help emergency
services personnel find your home without de-
lay. Vertical sign is double sided 8” x 24” with
4” numbers on blue highway reflective metal.
Order forms are online and at Town Hall.

Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes

Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15
School Drive, has announced the following items
of interest. Registration required for all pro-
grams unless noted. For more information, full
program descriptions or to register, call 860-295-
6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.

12 Days of Holiday Cheer Annual Silent
Auction: The Friends of the Richmond Memori-
al Library group is holding its annual holiday si-
lent auction through Monday, Dec. 8. Outside of
their membership campaign, this is the library’s
single largest fundraiser and proceeds help the li-
brary pay for programming and to purchase new
materials or add items to its library of Things.
Some items in this year’s auction include a Beem
Light Sauna gift card for a five-session package,
ticket vouchers for theater performances, gift
cards to local restaurants, themed gift baskets,
and more.

Dungeons and Dragons Fungeon: Tweens and
teens (ages 10-16) are invited to enjoy a single-
session Dungeons & Dragons game on Mondays,
Dec. 8 and 22, at 5 p.m. All supplies provided but
you will need a Level 4 character (made using
2014 rules). If you do not have one, the library
will have some prepared for you to choose from.

Medicare Updates, Changes, and Benefits:
Come and learn the ins and outs of Medicare and
the differences between original Medicare and
Medicare Advantage with Mark Macrina, a local
insurance agent, on Wednesday, Dec. 3, at 3 p.m.
or 6 p.m. This is strictly an informational semi-
nar, and no individual health will be discussed.

American Job Center: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 5-7
p.m. The American Job Center will offer drop-
in (no appointments needed) assistance with
resumes, job search assessment, career coaching,
computer literacy, mock interviews, and on-the-
job training programs.

Yule Celebration: Yule is almost here and
Rachel, the Replanted Witch, will help celebrate
the season Saturday, Dec. 13 at 11 a.m. Hear the
story of the Ivy King and the Holly King, make
your own Yule log to take home, and create pine

cone bird seed offerings to hang outside to honor
nature. This program is for teens and adults.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered sto-
rytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and a
story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through Dec. 19.
For children up to 24 months, with their caregiv-
ers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Nutcracker Wonder Dance: Ages 3-6 are in-
vited for a dance adventure with Little Leaps
Dance on Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. Using
the Nutcracker story for inspiration, dancers will
learn ballet skills, participate in movement ac-
tivities, and explore their creativity.

Pajama Storytime with Yoga: Thursday, Dec.
18, at 6 p.m., for children of all ages. Enjoy a cou-
ple stories and then practice some calming yoga.
Wear comfy pajamas and bring your favorite
stuffed animal or blankie.

Crafty Kids: Wednesdays at 4 p.m. through
Dec. 17, for kids ages 4 and up. There will be two
projects on hand each week to choose from, or
kids are welcome to use our supplies to create
their own projects. Registration is not required.

Read to the Dogs: Monday, Dec. 15, 6-7 p.m.
Young readers are invited to come in and read
to a certified Reading Education Assistance Dog.
Register for a 15-minute time slot to secure your
child’s spot. Limit two children per time window
(one per dog).

ECHS Honor Roll

Four Marlborough residents made the East
Catholic High School honor roll for the first
quarter of the 2025-26 school year.

Honors with Distinction: Grade 12: Lucy
DeCorleto; Grade 11: Kalli Bevans, Kamden
Bevans.

Second Honors:
O’Brien.

Grade 10: Alexander
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Marlborough Congregational Church will
host its fourth annual Nativity Festival Friday,
Dec. 5, from 6-8 p.m., in the meeting house of
the church, 35 S. Main St.

All are welcome to view a collection of
nativities shared by members of the church
and community, while being serenaded with

The annual Nativity Festival will return to Marlborough Congregational Church
next Friday, Dec. 5.

Nativity Festival Next Week

Christmas music on harp and organ by Jason
Castonguay and Ron Hughes.

A free will offering will be donated to
World Central Kitchen, an organization that
has provided meals in response to humanitar-
ian, climate and community crises since 2010.
For more information, visit wck.org.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked
to call before heading over or connect via email
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Holy Day and Christmas Mass Schedule:
Dec. 8, Celebration of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Mary, Mass at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.
24, Vigil Masses at 4 p.m. and 9 p.m., and Thurs-
day, Dec. 25, at 9:30 a.m.

Advent Extended Reconciliation Schedule:
Saturday, Dec. 20, 2-3:30 p.m. and Monday,
Dec. 22, 5-7 p.m.

Advent Events Schedule: Advent begins the
last weekend in November, with the outdoor
Christmas tree blessing & lighting after the
4 p.m. Mass on Nov. 29. Also, there will be a
Christmas Pageant on Friday, Dec. 12, at 7 p.m.
A Christmas Giving Program supporting six
organizations will accept requested unwrapped
gifts by Dec. 14, and there will be Caroling at
the Marlborough Healthcare Center on Sunday,
Dec. 14, at 2 p.m.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are un-

S |
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derway for this season. Cindy Bryan, Eileen
Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the programs
for grades K-10, to include a high school youth
group. For more information, access the church
website.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough
Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping lists are
available at the Masses. Sandwich-making and
collection continues the last Thursday of the
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown.
Other scheduled service opportunities can be
found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Holiday Closings

Marlborough Town Hall, Senior Center,
and Public Works will be closed today, Fri-
day, Nov. 28, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

ALLIED DRAIN CLEANING & CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Sewer & Drain Cleaning * Video Inspections
Locating * Jetting  Septic * Grease Traps
Flood Cleanup » Saw Cutting * Excavation

Sump Pumps * Water Proofing * Yard Drainage
860-798-8200

www. allieddraincleaning.com
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Subsurface # 005523

ON FIRST SERVICE OR NEXT SERVICE

Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 1
with any other offers or promotions. Expires 11/30/25 !

J°
% \BARBER & STYLING SHOP
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J
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' Art Association to Meet

Epoch Arts’ teen theater company has written an original theater production, Unsung
Heroes. Pictured here, playing a mother, is Maddy Stojak.

‘Unsung Heroes’ — An Original Epoch Arts Production

Epoch Arts’ teen theater company has writ-
ten an original theater production, Unsung He-
roes, and the play will be performed Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 5 and 6, at 7 p.m. both nights, at
Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

The play focuses on a variety of heroic people
and their stories, and shows the traits that it
takes to step up, face difficulties and make a dif-
ference. The cast members are taking on real life
characters from different time periods, and play
several different character roles throughout the
production. Many of the stories have not been
heard of, aren’t necessarily in history books and
are not in the mainstream media.

The play tells the stories of heroes such as
Mercy Otis Warren, a woman activist, poet and
playwright who urged her fellow colonists to
resist British rule; Stacey Bess, who taught chil-
dren in homeless shelters; and Martin Couney,

an advocate and pioneer for neonatal care for
premature babies. Other unsung heroes’ stories
are told throughout the play.

Tickets are $12. Reserve tickets by emailing
elizabeth@epocharts.org. For more informa-
tion, visit www.epocharts.org.

Library Friends Book Fair

All are invited to join the Friends of the East
Hampton Public Library at Rule of 3 Brewing,
201 West High St.,, on Saturday, Dec. 13, from
2-5 p.m., for a curated used book fair.

The Friends will sell books in like-new condi-
tion and other fun swag. Beverages will be avail-
able for purchase from the brewery, with a dis-
count available for those who show their library
card at the bar.

For more information, email friendsofehpl@
gmail.com.

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 OR 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

PIANO
TUNER

CIT10-22-20

. j' Tuning,
- .” Repairs &
" &{ ' Cleaning
Contact
TED WILLIAMS
Cenrtified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPiano Tuning.com
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Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)

30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

240ld Coach Road East Hampton, CT 06424

ook Today
860-267-7140 .

www.BelltownRecycling.com

On Wednesday, Dec. 3, at 7 p.m., the East
Hampton Art Association will meet in the
Community Room of the East Hampton Public
Library, 105 Main St.

Karen Williams will be the guest demonstra-
tor for the evening, working in acrylics. Wil-
liams has been an art teacher in Cheshire and
now West Hartford at the Ben Bronze Academy
for over 25 years. She is the creator and busi-

ness owner of Art with Karen, offering painting
instruction to individuals, private parties and
events. She and her husband are avid cyclers
and cat-lovers.

East Hamptopn Art Association meetings are
open to the public for $5 per person and are al-
ways free to youth. The annual membership fee
is $20 per person; $25 per family.

Light refreshments will be served.

Nominations Due for Humanitarian of the Year

Nominations are due Monday for the East
Hampton Lions Clubs 2026 Humanitarian of
the Year, who will be honored at the Lions Dis-
trict 23-C Annual Humanitarian Banquet in
January.

Each year, the East Hampton Lions recog-
nize an individual who exemplifies compassion,
generosity, and a strong commitment to serv-
ing others. The nominee must either live in East
Hampton or have performed humanitarian acts
that have made a meaningful impact within the
East Hampton community.

Community members are invited to submit

a one-page letter explaining why they believe
their nominee deserves to be recognized as this
year’s Humanitarian of the Year.

Nomination letters should be mailed to: East
Hampton Lions Club, P.O. Box 153, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424.

Letters should include the nominee’s name,
contact information, and a description of their
contributions or service that demonstrate why
they should be honored.

The deadline for submissions is Dec. 1.

For additional information, call Lion Mary
Krogh at 860-977-5760.

Gingerbread House Decorating Contest

The Village Center merchants present the
fourth annual Village Center Gingerbread
House Decorating Contest. East Hampton Pub-
lic Library is proud to once again support the
effort by serving as the drop-off and display lo-
cation and helping to promote the contest to the
community.

Participants may drop off completed ginger-
bread houses at the library between Dec. 1-6.
Community voting will take place Dec. 8-19,
with winners announced Dec. 20. Prizes will be
awarded in two age groups — under 15 and 16+.

The contest is made possible through local
businesses, who contribute prizes ranging from
restaurant and activity gift certificates to retail

merchandise and more. The collaboration be-
tween the merchants and the library helps spot-
light these businesses during a key shopping
season.

Space in the contest is limited and available
on a first-come, first-served basis. Major guide-
lines include the use of edible materials and a
maximum base size of 12” x 12”. A complete
list of rules is available on the Library’s website,
www.EastHamptonPublicLibrary.org.

Families who would like to build their gin-
gerbread creations at the library may join a
special Family Gingerbread House Decorating
Program on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10:30 a.m.-
noon. Registration is required for this program.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubliclibrary.
org.

z(i’-lours: Monday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m,;
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holiday
Closing: The library will be closed Friday, Nov.
28.

All Ages: Village Center Gingerbread House
Contest: Winners will receive amazing prizes
from local businesses. Drop off your gingerbread
house at the library any time during normal
hours from Dec. 1-6. Then vote for your favorite
house between Dec. 8-19. Prize winners will be
announced on Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. Open to all
ages; check the library website for contest rules.

Jingle Bell Parade: Friday, Dec. 5, 4:30 p.m.
Enjoy tunes from the East Hampton High
School Jazz Band, sip hot cocoa from the Friends
of the Library, snack on cookies from Parks &
Rec, and write your letter to Santa. At 5:15 p.m.,
follow Santa downtown for the annual Christ-
mas tree-lighting on the green. East Hampton
Social Services will be collecting donations of
new, stocking-stuffer sized items at the event.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tuesday,
Dec. 2, 6:30 p.m. This month’s theme is Cookie
Swap. Bring one to two dozen of your favorite
cookies, and 12 copies of the recipe to share.
Food should arrive ready to eat; the library will
provide the plates and forks. Register or drop in.

LibrarYoga: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 6:30 p.m. Yoga

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The Auxiliary Café will be open before games
and during intermission, offering hot snacks.

accepting Credit Cards
860-267-0431
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200 Certified instructor Amie Meacham leads
an hour of gentle yoga for adults in the library’s
Community Room. All levels welcome; bring
your own mat if you have one and wear comfy
clothes.

Local Author Event: When Magic Happens:
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m. Local author and
artist Mindy Maynard will share stories from her
book, When Magic Happens, celebrating East
Hampton and the holiday season, along with a
showcase of her original artwork.

Teen Programs: Crochet with Keri: Grades
5-12: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 6 p.m. Gather together in
the Teen Space each month to create a tiny cro-
chet project. All supplies and basic instruction
included.

Magic: The Gathering (Grades 7-12): Satur-
day, Dec. 13, 1-3 p.m. All skill levels welcome.
Bring your own decks or use one of the library’s.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days for Grades
K-8: Saturday, Nov. 29, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children
and families in grades K-8 are invited to create a
different toy, game, or treat together. No regis-
tration required; just drop in.

Lego at the Library - Winter Edition:
Grades K-6: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Help yourself to the materials provided and
build a winter-inspired creation. The library will
display the final creations in its display case for
those who are interested.

Family Gingerbread House Decorating!:
Saturday, Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Work togeth-
er as a family to build and decorate a gingerbread
house. Take it home with you after the program
or leave it at the library to enter it into the Village
Center Gingerbread House Contest. All supplies
provided; one house per family. Registration is
required, but, once registered, families can drop
in anytime between 10:30 a.m. and noon to par-
ticipate. Please register just one member of your
family; your registration covers the whole group.

Summer Cultural Trip to

France for Students

This is an opportunity for high school stu-
dents from East Hampton to participate in a
nine-day guided educational tour to Southern
France and Paris from June 22 to June 30. It is
run by Jumpstreet Tours and chaperoned by
certified Connecticut teachers

If interested, email Scott Minnick at tripto-
france26@gmail.com ASAP to get more infor-
mation and a detailed itinerary.

CHS Honor Roll

East Hampton residents Marie Doran and
Brent Cattanach each made the East Catholic
High School honor roll for the first quarter of the
2025-26 school year.

Doran, a 10th-grader at the school, and Cat-
tanach, an 11th-grader, each earned First Honors.
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Free Breakfast with Santa

The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary
Club will hold its annual Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 7:30-11 a.m., at the East
Hampton High School cafeteria, located at 15
North Maple St.

As in the past, free breakfast will be served
to all who attend and the children will be able
to have a picture taken with Santa Claus as a
keepsake. There will also be face-painting and
other children’s activities provided by the East

Hampton High School Interact Club. While
breakfast is free, those planning to attend are
asked to consider donating non-perishable food
items for the East Hampton and Marlborough
food banks. Monetary donations to support the
food and fuel banks in each town will also be
accepted.

For more information, call Kyle at 860-455-
3192 or follow on Facebook at East Hampton/
Marlborough Connecticut Rotary Club.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 Knowles
Road, Middle Haddam has announced the follow-
ing. To register or for more information on any
program, email middlehaddamlibrary@gmail.
com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.com or call 860-
267-9093. Mailing address: P.O. Box 123, Middle
Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Artist for November: Betsy Stickley
Rich of East Hampton. Her subjects include na-
ture, landscapes, and animals. She paints with oil
and watercolors.

Featured Artist for December: Phil Barlow,
with a reception Friday, Dec. 12, from 4-6 p.m.

Holiday Gathering: Sunday, Dec. 7, 4:30 p.m.
If you are so moved, bring an appetizer or dessert
to share, or perhaps a bottle of your favorite bever-
age.

Mattabesset String Collective: Sunday, Dec.
14, 2 p.m. All are invited to hear an eclectic mix of
bluegrass, blues, country and rock, all in a string
band style. Call the library to register, as seating
may be limited.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Dec. 19, 6-8 p.m. Share
your talent or just come and listen to some music.

Performers, please call the library to register.

Chatham Community Chess Club is Back:
Wednesdays, Dec. 6 and 17, 6-9 p.m., for all ages
and skill levels welcome; lessons available. For
more information, contact pjhoffmanl@juno.com

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of ex-
perience welcome.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, weav-
ing, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but stop
by during regular library hours and staff will put
the kettle on.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays at
7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at ten-
summitst@gmail.com.

Saturday Family Yoga with Kathleen: The first
Saturday of each month at 11 a.m. Cost is $12 to
drop in for two people and $3 for each additional
person. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This ‘gentle yoga’
program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost is $15 per
class. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com or calling 860-638-9097.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit  www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study, monthly men’s
and women’s groups, and more.

Closing: The Senior Center will be closed to
members through Dec. 1 for the new carpet in-
stallation.

Are You 55?: The new minimum age to join
the East Hampton Senior Center is now 55. Stop
by to join, take a tour and learn about programs
and services.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Upcoming Events: Trailblazers Walking
Group: Monday, Dec. 1,9 a.m., at Air Line State
Park, 69 Smith St. All paces welcome.

Ugly Sweater Day: Wednesday, Dec. 3, 10
a.m. Wear your favorite “ugly” holiday sweater
to get the holiday season started.

Tips from a Personal Trainer: Thursdays
starting Dec. 4, at 11 a.m. Mary Henderson will
work one on one with you to create an exer-
cise plan. Cost is $25 for four weekly sessions.
Limited to three participants. Please register in
person.

Design & Create: Thursday, Dec. 4, 1:30
p.m. All are invited to an afternoon of creating.
Check with a staff member for more informa-
tion.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, Dec. 5, 10
a.m., at 506 Church St. in Amston. Bring your
bike, helmet and a water bottle. Hosted by Air-
Line Cycles and led by Kim Clouser.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Friday, Dec. 5,
11:30 a.m. Course is designed for drivers 50 and
older. Cost is $20 for AARP members, $25 for

‘. D BROTHERS OIL
Since I97;- o ‘o" PA“Y

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

WE ACCEPT i

ENERGY ASSISTANCE | °©

= .BrothersOil.
@ www HgDo||4'Se720ss374l com

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!

non-members; make checks payable to AARP.
Register online or at the senior center. Payment
is requested the first day of class; if paying in
cash, have exact change please.

Holiday Sale: Friday, Dec. 5, from 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the senior center, 105 Main St. The sale
will feature handmade products from the Have
a Heart Boutique — hats, mittens, scarves, baby
items, stuffed animals, jewelry, quilts, handbags,
pocketbooks and more.

Trips: Tour the State Capitol: Wednesday,
Dec. 3, departing at 10:30 a.m. for an 11 a.m.
guided walking tour of the state capitol in Hart-
ford, followed by lunch on your own at the Leg-
islative Office Building and a visit from state
Rep. Irene Haines (R-34). Cost is a $4 bus do-
nation.

White Christmas the Musical at the Good-
speed Opera House: Thursday, Dec. 4, depart-
ing the Senior Center at 1 p.m. for a 2 p.m. mati-
nee. Cost is $70 for the ticket and bus donation.
Register in person.

Painting with the East Hampton High
School Art Club: Thursday, Dec. 11 departing
the Senior Center, at 2:15 p.m. Join the art club
members and their teacher for a group session
on landscape painting. No painting experience
needed. $4 bus donation requested.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are
needed to answer phones and grocery shop for
senior center members. Stop by the center Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to fill out
the volunteer form. Call 860-267-4426 for more
information.
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Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-267-9904

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com

Schedule your
appointment at:

EAST HAMPTON
” FAMILY DENTAL

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

« Personalized Dental Care

« Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

« Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience
Emergency Same Day Appointments
Flexible Payment Options

Local Potter to Hold 50th Annual Open Studio Event

Local potter John Macomber will celebrate a
significant milestone this December as he hosts
his 50th annual Pottery Open Studio at Green-
leaf Stoneware. The event will take place over
two weekends, Dec. 6 and 7 and Dec. 8 and 9,
with hours from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day at 1
Aarons Way, East Hampton.

Macomber, known for his functional stone-
ware and distinctive glazes, began offering open
studio weekends five decades ago as a way to
welcome the community into his workspace
and provide direct access to his handcrafted
pottery. Over the years, the event has become
a holiday tradition, drawing both longtime col-
lectors and new visitors.

Guests attending the open studio will have
the opportunity to view a wide selection of
handcrafted pieces, including bowls, mugs,
serving ware, and decorative items. Visitors can
meet the artist, tour the working studio, and
learn about the techniques Macomber uses in
his wheel-thrown and hand-glazed work.

The anniversary year holds special meaning
for Macomber, whose pottery has been a fixture
in the region’s arts community since the early
1970s. Many attendees return annually to pur-
chase gifts, add to their collections, or support
local craftsmanship during the holiday season.

The event is open to the public with no ad-

John Macomber
mission fee.
For additional information, call 860-528-
6090 or visit greenleafstoneware.com.

Ag Science & Tech Program

Middletown High School boasts the public
school choice program Middletown Agriculture
Science & Technology - and applications are
now being accepted for the 2026-27 school year.

The Middletown Agriculture Science pro-
gram offers an individualized, hands-on learn-
ing experience with all the benefits and aca-
demic rigor of a comprehensive high school
education. The curriculum offers instruction
in animal & veterinary science, plant science,
natural resources, and agricultural engineering

& mechanics.

High school students from the Rivereast
towns of Portland and East Hampton are eli-
gible to apply for the program. All tuition and
transportation costs are provided by the send-
ing town.

For more information about the Middletown
Agriculture Science and Technology Program,
call 860-704-4594, email nescim@mpsct.org, or
visit mhs.middletownschools.org/o/mhs/page/
ag-sci.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Advent: This Sunday, the first Sunday in Ad-
vent, the Bell Choir will play “The Holly and
The Ivy” and “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem.”

Foster Child Gifts: The collection of gifts
for foster children must be done by Dec. 7. The
gifts must be new in its original packing and not
wrapped.

Puppet Ministry: Each Sunday, the Church’s
Puppet Ministry features Digger the Dog and
some of his friends from Farmer M’s Red Barn
to help explain the meaning of the message
topic.

Children’s Ministry: Childrens Ministry, for

RE3-26-21

East Hampton

A‘CE Hardware

Route 66, East Hampton
(860) 267-7943

OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;
Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
though Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Choir: Vocal Choir rehearses Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 5
p.m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of
Psalms.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will
be Thursday, Dec. 11, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Wood Pellets

&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Ready for

Pick-Up or Delivery
CALL TODAY!

Portland Home

& Hardware
724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland
(860) 342-4847

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;
Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2
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Local bowler Haileir Guiheen has qualified for

ﬂf' : il ¥otha Ll
the 2026 Junior Gold Championships!
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She’s pictured with coach Becky Godwin and tournament directors Brett and Aubrey

Dubeau.

Local Bowler Qualifies for Championships

Ray’s Rebels bowler Hailey Guiheen, daugh-
ter of Patrick and Rebecca Guiheen from East
Hampton, has qualified for the 2026 Junior
Gold Championships.

Hailey participated in the Connecticut River
Travel Tournament on Nov. 16, with 15 other

teammates, to compete. Only the top bowlers
were selected move on to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships, which will be held in Minne-
apolis, Minn., next July.

Hailey will represent the Ray’s Rebels, who
bowl out of Kickback ‘N Bowl in East Hampton.

Santa is Coming to Town

Santa Claus is coming to the Haddam Neck
Community Tree-Lighting on Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 4-6 p.m., with a rain date of Dec. 7. All are
invited to attend.

This family event will be held in the church
field at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton
and will include a decorated tractor parade,
Christmas tree-lighting, a visit with Santa and
Mrs. Claus, a puppet show, Christmas carols, a

y

Kenneth Barber, Esq.

John H. Porter, Esq.

children’s craft table, and people can decorate
Christmas cookies. This year there will also be
a really great magician who interacts with the
kids and also does balloon art.

Enjoy smores at the fire pits, popcorn, hot
dogs, chili, hot cocoa and hot cider.

Please bring a donation of non-perishable
food or personal hygiene items for the East
Hampton Food Bank.

Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“Thanksgiving, man. Not a
good day to be my pants.”

—Kevin James

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

K1 Visit us on Facebook

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Luther-
an Church, located at 1 East High St., are held
Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school ev-
ery week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-ac-
cessible by using the lift.

Upcoming Events: Jingle Bell Craft Fair

Bethlehem Lutheran Church News

and Stuft-A-Cruiser: Saturday, Dec. 6,9 a.m.-
3 p.m.
Christmas Carols: Sunday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m.
For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Police News

11/16: Leo Ouellettte, 62, of Southington, was
arrested and charged with driving under the in-
fluence, East Hampton Police said.

11/17: Caleb Sonnichsen, 36, of East Hamp-
ton, was arrested and charged with second-de-
gree failure to appear, police said.

11/21: Jessica Martin, 44, of East Hampton,
was arrested and charged with failure to re-
spond to a payable violation, police said.

11/21: Jay Watkins, 34, of Hartford, was ar-

rested and charged with use of drug parapher-
nalia, possession of a controlled substance, pos-
session with intent to sell/dispense narcotics,
operating an unregistered motor vehicle and
operating a motor vehicle without insurance,
police said.

From Nov. 17-23, officers responded to 17
medical calls, five motor vehicle crashes and
seven alarms, and made nine traffic stops, po-
lice said.

St. Patrick Church News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul IT Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at St.
Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on Sun-
days at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 8:30
a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at St.

Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at St.
Bridget.

Christmas Bazaar: St. Patrick Church is host-
ing a Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 8, from
9 am. to 2 p.m., at St. Patrick Parish Center.
Come and shop for all kinds of Christmas items.
Take a chance on the many basket raffles, browse
the display of jewelry and treat yourself or a
neighbor at the bake sale or come for lunch.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at
the rear of the church.

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Christmas Gifts for Children in Need: The
Missions Team is coordinating with the church’s
Covenant to Care-matched DCF social worker
to provide gifts for ten children on their casel-
oad this Christmas. See the sign-up sheet in the
Parish Hall to sign up to help a local child.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count

The Mattabeseck Audubon Society (MAS)
will hold its 51st Annual Salmon River Christ-
mas Bird Count on Sunday, Dec. 14 - and par-
ticipants are welcomed.

This is part of National Audubon Society’s
Christmas Bird Count, which is the longest-
running community science bird project in the
country. The data obtained provides informa-
tion about bird populations over time and ul-
timately helps to inform environmental policies
on a national and international level.

MAS’s 11 captains will lead their teams into
the field to count all individual birds and bird
species they see. The society said it is always
looking for new people to join us in this annual

tradition. The team captains enjoy sharing their
wisdom with birders of all experience levels.
There will also be binoculars that can be bor-
rowed.

Even if you can’t go out into the field you can
still help. Folks whose homes lie within the 15-
mile count circle centered around the Comstock
Covered Bridge in East Hampton are asked to
keep track of the backyard birds throughout the
day and night of Dec. 14, so that their data can
be included in the society’s final tally numbers.

If you're interested, visit www.audubon-mas.
org or send an email to co-compilers Sharon
Dellinger at rsdell@comcast.net or Doreen
Jezek at dajezek@gmail.com.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For
full program descriptions or more information,
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Holiday Wreath Workshop: Monday, Dec.
1, at Jessica’s Garden in Marlborough. There are
two sessions to choose from: one from 4-5:30
p-m. and one from 6:30-8 p.m. Fee is $35. Gath-
er your friends and design a holiday wreath.
Parks and Rec. will have a curated selection of
fresh evergreens, pinecones, ribbons, accents,
and holly for you to adorn your wreath to your
own style. All materials are provided. BYOB and

Congregational Church
News & Notes

East Hampton Congregational Church is lo-
cated at 59 Main St. Sunday services are at 10
a.m. The Rev. Robin Blundon is the interim
minister. Sunday School is provided for chil-
dren and coftee hour is directly after service for
fellowship.

For more information about the church and
its activities, visit cc-eh.org or call the church of-
fice at 860-267-4959. Office hours are Monday
and Wednesday, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Christmas Bazaar

The Second Congregational Church of Mid-
dle Haddam, at 52 Middle Haddam Rd., Middle
Haddam, will host its annual Christmas Bazaar
on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Bazaar offerings will include baked goods,
peanuts, Rada cutlery, a silent auction and
Christmas tag sale items.

A light lunch of sandwiches, desserts, coffee,
tea and punch will also be served.

snacks.

Belltown Holiday Market: At Town Hall
Thursday, Dec. 4, 5-8 p.m. This community
event brings together local crafters, artisans,
and food vendors. Discover one-of-a-kind
handmade gifts, explore seasonal treats to take
home, and enjoy the warm spirit of the season.
Admission is free.

Twinkle & Spice Water Candle Kit Work-
shop: At Town Hall Thursday, Dec. 4, from
5-7:30 p.m. During the Belltown Holiday Mar-
ket, stop by the craft table to create your own
glowing water candle filled with citrus, star an-
ise, cinnamon sticks, pine greenery and festive
berries. Pre-registration is required. Cost is $10.

Wolf Pack Tickets Now Available: At Peo-
plesBank Arena in Hartford (formerly XL Cen-
ter) on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, from 6-8 p.m.
Tickets are $25 each and are in the lower level,
Section 109. Register online.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School
(Grades K-3): Holiday Build A Puppy Stufty:
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Make your very
own cuddly stuffed pup that barks. Cost is $30.

Handel’s Messiah

Concert

The Second Congregational Church of
Middle Haddam at 52 Middle Haddam
Rd. will host the annual Handel’s Messiah
Concert, presented by the New England
Chamber Choir, on Sunday, Nov. 30, at 4
p.m.

The concert is open to the public and
admission is a free will offering. Light
refreshments will directly follow in the
handicapped-accessible lower hall.
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painting titled “Afternoon At The Griswold” at the Lyme Art Association “Inside
Story” exhibit. The show opened Sunday, Nov. 23, and will run until Jan. 1, 2026, at
the Lyme Art Association, 90 Lyme St. in Old Lyme. For more information, please

created kid’s birthday boxes for Colchester Youth and Social Services. Thirty-eight
boxes were stuffed with cake mix, frosting, candles, balloons, sprinkles and birthday
surprises. They also wrote birthday cards and tucked them inside each one. GOTR is
a nonprofit after school group that meets in Colchester.

Applications Sought for BOF Vacancy

visit lymeartassociation.org.

The state Department of Agriculture re-
cently announced $837,900 in CT Grown for
CT Kids Grant funding, which will support 21
innovative farm-to-school projects across the
state — including in East Hampton.

East Hampton Public Schools will receive
$49,515 for its Field to Fork Project, an ini-
tiative that connects science and culinary
students as they grow and prepare local food
using hydroponics and raised garden beds.
The project also partners with local farms to
teach sustainable practices and strengthen the
region’s farm-to-school pipeline.

“This is a wonderful investment in hands-

Schools Receive $50K Grant

on learning, healthy food access, and real
agricultural education,” said state Rep. Irene
Haines (R-34), whose district includes East
Hampton. “The Field to Fork Project brings
real-world skills directly into the classroom
and deepens students’ connection to Con-
necticut-grown food. I'm proud to see East
Hampton included in this important state-
wide effort”

Haines added, “Congratulations to East
Hampton Schools and everyone involved in
bringing this project to life. Programs like this
make a real difference for students, families,
and our agricultural community”

Helping Hands

Helping Hands is open again on the first and
third Saturdays of each month, from 9-11 a.m.,
at 27 Skinner St.

Helping Hands offers free clothing, house-
hold items, toys, books etc. to anyone in need.

Donations are only accepted on the Saturdays
Helping Hands is open, from 9-11 a.m., and on
the Thursdays of the week it is open, from 10
a.m.-1 p.m.

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

Quilt Show Save the Date

Save the date for the 37th annual Haddam
Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show, com-
ing up April 11, 2026, from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
and April 12, 2026, from noon to 4 p.m. at the
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck.

Submit a patriotic-themed or red white and
blue quilt for the show, to celebrate the country’s
250th year.

Donations of fabric and notions are being ac-
cepted for the show’s Bits and Pieces sale. Tea
room, raffles and dozens of handmade quilts
featured. Suggested donation is $8.

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

PTO Meets Monthl

All are invited to attend the monthly East
Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meetings
are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and childcare is
provided. The schedule for the 2025-26 school
year is:

12/15, Center School; 1/12/26, Memorial
School; 2/9/26, Center School; 3/16/26, Memo-
rial School; 4/20/26, Center School; 5/18/26,
Memorial School.

More members are always needed, whether
its helping with decorations for celebrations
such as dances or stepping up ceremonies, orga-
nizing fundraisers, volunteering at events, sup-
porting our teachers, staff and admin or sharing
ideas and making change.

There is no need to sign up; just come when
you can.

LIKE
US ON

Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Amy Meisner was diagnosed with MS in 1997. For someone
who has always danced, MS would seem like the end. But
for Amy, it means the start of a new chapter. She’ll never
leave the floor, still dances from her wheelchair, and is a
great choreographer, Embracing Amy’s undying passion, the
National MS Society teamed up with LaTonya Swann to create
an eatirely new and inspired dance experience through
virtual reality. See their experience and find out how you can

share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org.

Together We Are Stronger.,

_ National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

The Colchester Board of Finance is seeking
applicants for a Republican-held vacancy.

Per the town charter, applicants must be
registered voters, and the seat must go to
a member of the same political party as the
individual who has vacated the seat. The ap-
pointee will serve until November 2027.

Applications will be considered on a rolling
basis until the position is filled. Interviews are

expected to begin on Wednesday, Dec. 10.

By charter, the Board of Finance shall make
an appointment within 60 days of the vacancy,
which became effective on Nov. 16.

Applications can be found at ColchesterCT.
gov and must be returned to the first select-
mans office. They can be emailed to TScott@
ColchesterCT.gov, mailed, or dropped off in
person at Town Hall.

Christmas Polka and Toy Drive

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society of Colchester,
located at 395 South Main St., has announced a
pair of upcoming events. For more information,
call 860-537-2550.

Christmas Polka: Sunday, Dec. 14. Hors
doeuvres will be served from noon-1 p.m., with
Christmas music by The Snowman Buddies.
Dinner will be served from 1-2 p.m., with your
choice of roasted pork or chicken. Dennis Po-
lisky and The Maestro’s Men will perform from

2-6 p.m. for your dancing pleasure. Tickets are
$25 per person.

Toy Drive: The club is hosting its fifth annual
Army vs. Navy football game and Toys for Tots
fundraiser Saturday, Dec. 13. Watch the football
game in the hall on the big screen TV. Doors
open at 2 p.m. and kick-off is at 3 p.m. There will
be a buffet and raffle prizes. Please bring a new
unwrapped toy or a $15 donation per person to
attend this event.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday/Bible School: two classes,
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. prayer meetings — Thursdays, 10 a.m.

and Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets once
per month on Saturday mornings.

The church also has many other things to of-
fer. Unless otherwise noted, all groups/studies
are held at the church. Call the church office for
more info on the groups.

For more information, call the church office
at 860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many

Artist Exhibit Runs
Through Holidays

ARK Distillery is hosting an exhibit by fine
artist Sylvina Rollins throughout the holiday
season. All are invited to come visit and view
Rollins’ original oil paintings and other fine art
offerings inspired by farm life, color, gardens
and pets.

ARK Distillery Is a woman owned establish-
ment launched early this year. It is located at 200
Lebanon Ave. Rollins’ paintings compliment the
restored historic building, which once housed a
feed and grain store.

ARK stands for Acts of Random Kindness.
For hour, visit arkdistilery.com, and for more
on the artist, visit sylvinarollinsart.com.

knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

ECHS Honor Roll

Colchester residents Alexander DiBenedetto
and Ryan Curry each made the East Catholic
High School honor roll for the first quarter of
the 2025-26 school year.

DiBenedetto, a ninth-grader at the school,
earned First Honors, and Curry, a 12th-grader,
earned Honors with Distinction.
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Supporters, Skeptics Speak Out On $14.5M Proposal

By Toriana Williams

As Colchester prepares for a winter referen-
dum on a sweeping proposal to overhaul the
athletic facilities at Bacon Academy and the
Town RecPlex, residents and local officials are
voicing sharply contrasting views. The proposal
— estimated at roughly $14.5 million - has been
years in the making, but recent board meetings
show a community divided over turf fields, en-
vironmental concerns and how much the town
should spend.

A Proposal Focused on Safety, Usability

The plan centers on replacing Bacon Acad-
emy’s deteriorated athletic fields with artificial
turf on the stadium, baseball and softball fields,
as well as rebuilding the high school tennis
courts, which have been closed for years.

Athletic Complex Building Committee Chair
Dave Emery, who has worked in athletic field
management for more than 35 years, said the
benefits of turf are clear.

“The artificial turf allows a greater capacity
of usage,” he said. “You can play on it relatively
quickly after a rain event”

Emery added that turf provides “consistent
playability” and reduces maintenance demands.
Although studies vary on safety, he explained
that the current conditions at Bacon pose far
more immediate risks. Fields have “bare dirt,”
exposed rocks and drainage issues that become
hazardous after storms. He noted that some
visiting teams “have refused to play” at Bacon -
and that some referees have even gone so far as
to say, “Nope, were not playing on this”

The decision to rebuild Bacon’s tennis courts
is equally pressing. “They are not playable.
They’re locked up at this point,” stated Emery.

The RecPlex portion of the project would use
“20%” of the estimated cost to add a new six-
court pickleball complex with lighting, recon-
struct tennis and basketball courts, enhance the
splash pad and upgrade concessions and bath-

rooms.

Emery said the community deserves facilities
“to be proud of, rather than be ... the laughing
stock of athletic conferences”

Two Years of Research

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat,
emphasized that the proposal is the result of
long-term planning rather than a rushed initia-
tive. He said the process is “the culmination of a
more than two-year process,” involving surveys,
site visits and extensive committee work. Resi-
dents have been raising concerns about Bacon’s
fields for years, he said, and the town finally has
a comprehensive plan and financial stability to
address them.

Dennler described the current conditions
bluntly, in that Bacons fields are “essentially
built in a swamp with drainage that failed years
ago, and improving the safety of those fields is
“a pressing concern” At the RecPlex, he said,
the tennis courts “either need to be replaced or
closed. We can’t safely continue patching them”

Environmental concerns raised by residents
at recent meetings will be formally reviewed.
Dennler confirmed the project “will be present-
ed to the Conservation Commission for review
of wetlands impact” and that drainage reports
are being verified by an independent engineer.

The Recreation Needs Committee, which in-
cluded both turf advocates and skeptics, also
evaluated turf versus natural grass two years
ago. Dennler said the group concluded turf was
the appropriate choice for Bacon, while the Rec-
Plex would remain grass.

“There is no right or wrong answer on this,”
he said, emphasizing that a referendum is the
fairest way for residents to make the final deci-
sion.

Dennler said the towns improved financial
position - Including an AA+ bond rating - helps
minimize the impact on taxpayers. His model-

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane,
has announced the following. Unless noted,
registration is required for all programs.
For full program descriptions and to register,
call 860-537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.
gov, or for a full list of activities, visit www.
colchesterct.gov.senior-center.

Monday, Dec. 1: 9 a.m., Making Memories,
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 10:30
a.m., Unleash Your Joy; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign;
11 a.m.-noon, fitness orientation by appoint-
ment; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Dec. 2: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Movie Time
- Santa Baby; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m.,,
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Well-
ness Nights.

Wednesday, Dec. 3: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexol-
ogy by Appointment; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring,
Hand and Foot Card Game; 10:30 a.m., Life
Review; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time today; 1:30
p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, Dec. 4: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m.,, Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Bereavement
Group, Cards with Barbara; 11 a.m., Yoga;
noon, Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair
Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., Knit
& Crochet; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.

Friday, Dec. 5: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Open En-
rollment by appointment only; 9 a.m., Social
Service Hours, Open Art Studio; 10:30 a.m.,
Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.
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Kim Talarczyk, co-founder of Colchester Cares, recently presented Patty Watts,

Director of Senior Services, a check for $1,900 for grocery cards for seniors facing

food insecurity.

Colchester Cares Makes 4th Quarter Donations

Colchester Cares, a giving group that supports
various causes in Colchester, recently made its
fourth quarter donations totaling $5,700.

The group voted to give $1,900 each to the
Colchester Food Bank, the Colchester Schools
for outstanding lunch balances, and the Col-
chester Senior Center for grocery cards for se-
niors facing food insecurity.

Colchester Cares members, who commit to
donating $100 a quarter, present current needs

in town and then vote on where to send the
group’s collective donations. The group was es-
tablished in 2020 and since its inception has do-
nated over $70,000 to Colchester causes.

Colchester Cares always welcomes new mem-
bers who would like to give back to the commu-
nity. For more information, please visit www.
colchestercares.org or follow the group on Face-
book.

ing shows that for the average homeowner, the
cost increase “would be about $3 a month in the
first year,” with the rest phased in over about five
years.

Vaillancourt: ‘I Hate Turf’

Not all town leaders are convinced. Newly
elected selectman and former Board of Finance
member Tim Vaillancourt, a Republican, has
emerged as the proposal’s most vocal opponent.
He stated his position plainly, “I hate turf. I
think it’s a terrible idea”

Vaillancourt pointed to the global soccer
community’s rejection of artificial surfaces.

“All the greatest soccer teams all over the
planet require natural grass,” he said. “They’re
insisting that all these fields that have fake turf
put down grass fields on top of them.”

Vaillancourt said he supports addressing Ba-
con’s football field and its drainage problems,
and added he personally would “love to see
lights put on at Bacon Academy.” But he rejected
the overall package on cost and scope. He said
spending “$11 to $15 million is just exorbitant,”
and argued that many residents would not be
able to afford the resulting tax increase.

He also believes the project is being pushed
forward too quickly. “It feels completely rushed
to me in an effort to get it out to voters,” he said,
adding that in referendum scenarios, support-
ers of large spending tend to vote while oppo-
nents often don’'t. That dynamic, he suggested,
could allow an unpopular project to pass.

Environmental concerns also play a role in
his opposition. Residents downstream of the
wetlands area worry about runoff from turf
fields, and Vaillancourt said that when he asked

whether an environmental study had been com-
pleted, “I was told that it had not”

But one of his strongest objections relates to
long-term costs. The town would bond the proj-
ect over 25 years, but turf fields typically require
replacement after a decade, according to Vail-
lancourt. “How are we going to bond something
for 25 years, and then halfway through ... we're
going to have to redo the field? It makes abso-
lutely no sense”

Instead of tackling every improvement si-
multaneously, Vaillancourt advocated prioriti-
zation.

“We just went, ‘Well, we just want everything,
and we're going to do it all at once” He said the
town should focus on needs first, then save to-
ward wants, just as it does with its capital im-
provement plans for vehicles.

Next Steps

The proposal will be formally presented to
the Board of Selectmen on Dec. 4, the Board of
Education on Dec. 9 and the Board of Finance
on Dec. 10. A public hearing with Q&A will fol-
low on Jan. 7 before the town schedules a refer-
endum later in the winter.

Dennler said residents should keep in mind
that “every element of this proposal came from
the public” and that improved recreation fa-
cilities benefit both youth athletes and the lo-
cal economy. Vaillancourt, meanwhile, hopes
voters take a harder look at cost, environmental
impact and long-term financial sustainability.

The debate is far from settled — but soon, the
voters of Colchester will decide the future of
their athletic fields.

CLT Upcoming Events

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting
the following upcoming events, and all are invit-
ed. For more information on any of the events,
to register, or for info on CLT in general, visit
colchesterlandtrust.org.

Hike The Babcock Wildlife Management
Area: Dec. 14, 10 a.m.-noon. As a wildlife man-
agement area, Babcock provides 1,500 acres of
forest, swamps and ponds. It contains miles of
unmarked hiking trails. The hike is approxi-
mately four miles long, mostly on alogging road
and open paths. Adults, children and leashed
dogs are welcome.

Directions: From Route 16/Middletown
Road in Colchester, turn on Bulkeley Hill Road,
follow approximately two miles to Bulkeley Hill
Preserve. The wood sign post and the entrance
to the gravel parking lot will be on your right.
For GPS use the mailbox across the street from
the lot, 243 Bulkeley Hill Road, Colchester.

From Route 2 eastbound, take Exit 16 and
turn right onto Route 149 South. Go approxi-

mately one mile and take left onto Cato Corner
Road. Follow Cato Corner Road to intersection
of Cato Corner and Route 16. Go straight across
onto Standish Road, off Route 16. Bear right
at first stop sign. Turn right onto Red School
House Road, and park in the cul-de-sac at the
end of the road.

Route 2 westbound travelers, take Exit 16,
turn left onto Route 149 South and follow di-
rections above. Email founderswaylO@gmail.
com for additional information. Visit colches-
terlandtrust.org for updates on the hike.

The fee for this hike is free to members of the
CLT, $5 per non-member adult, and free for
all children under 18. The hike will be rain or
shine, and is not stroller-friendly; trails are not
groomed and have rocks and roots and wet ar-
eas. Advanced registration strongly suggested.
Wear appropriate footwear and clothing for the
weather and terrain. Bug and tick protection
strongly suggested. Dogs are welcome on leash,
but bring waste bags to dispose of off property.

Revaluation is Coming

State statute mandates that the Town of Col-
chester must implement a town-wide revalua-
tion of all real estate within its corporate limits
effective for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List.

Revaluation is required by state law and each
town must implement revaluations according
to the state mandated schedule. Colchester last
implemented revaluation for the 2021 Grand
List and now must complete our next revalua-
tion for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List, which will
be completed in January of 2027.

It is a common misconception that revalua-
tion brings in more tax dollars to the town. The
town passes a budget with an approved amount
of money to raise from location taxation. Then
we divide Grand List total (a tax list contain-
ing the assessed values for everything taxable
in town) into the approved budget amount in
order to strike a mill rate that will produce that
exact budgeted amount.

Real estate in Connecticut is taxed based on
its value. The town explained that the reason
revaluation is mandated is because over time,
property values change, and they change dif-
ferently for different classes of properties (i.e.
retail, apartments, industrial, vacant land, con-
dos, single family, multi-family, etc.). They also
change differently based on location (i.e. state
highways, arterial roads, subdivisions, water-
front, etc.).

Over time, the town said, those disparities
move further away from fair and equitable
taxation as one section of town, or one class of
property, may have appreciated a higher per-
cent than other properties, which means they
are no longer being treated the same. Revalua-
tion returns everyone to a starting place where
all property is valued as of the same date (Oct.
1, 2026) and being taxed based on its current
value, the town said.

While most towns go out to bid for a ven-
dor to perform the entire project, in an effort
to both reduce costs and ensure quality control,
Colchester staff will work alongside its vendor
on a hybrid project with inhouse staff perform-
ing many of the functions.

Colchester went out to bid for revaluation
services in September and “acting and award-
ing” the revaluation services contracts was on
the Thursday, Nov. 20, Board of Selectman
agenda.

The first phase of this project will include rei-
maging all the real property in town.

“The entire town has not been reimaged at the
same time in more than 15 years,” Town Asses-
sor John Chaponis stated. “Our office gets about
900-1,000 building permits per year, and we do
attempt to update images as we go on those in-
spections, so while many properties may have
newer photos, many do not.”

Chaponis added, “Current updated images
will result in greater uniformity and accuracy in
the valuation phase.”

Colchester staff will begin next week driving
the town and taking new photos of each proper-
ty in town. Residents can expect to see vehicles
driving down each street taking new photos.
Assessment staff will have signs on the vehicles
stating they are from the assessor’s office and the
employee’s names & vehicle information will be
posted on the assessor’s page of the town web-
site. All employees have official town personal
identification and anyone with questions is en-
couraged to call the assessor’s office directly at
860-537-7205.

There is both a Q&A as well as a revaluation
update that will be posted on the assessor’s web-
page throughout the duration of the project.
The page is located at www.colchesterct.gov/as-
sessor/pages/forms-documents.
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Burroughs Banks Six Scores, Bobcats Retain Rail
~ POBCATS
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RESTAURANT & GRILL

860-537-3441
296 South Main St

Riddick Burroughs, a senior quarterback at Bacon Academy, threw for three touch-

downs and ran for three more as the Bobcats defeated RHAM to win the Battle for

the Rail.

By Josh Howard

Bacon Academy/Lyman Memorial starting
quarterback Riddick Burroughs saved his best
performance for his last on the local fields.

Playing his final football game, the senior
signal caller totaled six touchdowns as the Bob-
cats beat RHAM High School, 46-28, at Bacon
Academy on Nov. 22.

Bacon Academy head coach Sean Ladyga
said Burroughs’ six score sendoft is a credit to
his quarterbacK’s instinctive playmaking ability
and work ethic.

“He works harder than anyone. If we work
out in the weight room, he goes home and does
a second lift at home,” Ladyga said of his field
general.

Burroughs dazzled the home crowd from
the opening whistle to the last, rushing for 148
yards and three touchdowns and throwing for
178 yards and three scoring strikes - all to fel-
low senior Joey Gignac.

“We wanted to win this for our seniors. There
are 17 of us and we've all been playing football
together a long time,” said Burroughs, whose
uniform was covered in mud following the
18-point home win. “We wanted to end on a
high note”

It was the second straight year that the Bob-
cats won the annual “Battle for the Rail’, blank-
ing the Raptors 23-0 in last year’s showdown at
East Hartford High School. RHAM still holds a
10-9 advantage in the annual series that dates
back to 2006.

In the latest installment, the neighboring ri-
vals played a first quarter full of fireworks as the
team traded touchdowns on five straight pos-
sessions.

Four minutes into the game, Bacon Academy
senior Lucian Dean sparked the scoring party
with a 53-yard touchdown run down the left
sidelines before he had to exit the game with an
injury.

RHAM responded on the following posses-
sion when Hudson Burkhardt rumbled in from
17 yards out and the ensuing two-point con-
version from Cayden Caplette gave the visiting
Raptors an 8-6 lead with 3:08 to play in the first
quarter.

On the following offensive play, Bacon re-
gained the lead when Burroughs rolled to his
right and connected with Gignac, who turned
up field and raced for a 51-yard touchdown.

A 60-yard touchdown pass from Jeremy Ro-
drigues to Angelo Caccamo and a two-point
conversion from Burkhardt gave RHAM a 16-
13 advantage in the first quarter, but Burroughs
again countered three plays later when he ran
for a 40-yard score down the left sideline to pro-
vide the home team a 20-16 advantage on the
first play of the second quarter.

It marked the final time the lead would
change hands.

“We had a couple losses in a row and it was
our last game, so I really wanted to make it a

good game for all of us,” noted Burroughs, who
knew hed have to pick up the slack once Dean
was injured in the first quarter. “When my
friend Lucian went down, I wanted to turn it on
- we wanted to win this for him.

With 8:32 to play in the third quarter, Bur-
roughs connected with Gignac for the duo’s sec-
ond scoring strike, this time from 21 yards out.
Senior lineman DJ Medina made a big block
that sprung Gignac for the score.

Burroughs then rushed for consecutive
touchdowns (43 and 5 yards) to expand the
Bobcats’ lead to 40-16 with less than a minute
left in the third quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the dual-threat quar-
terback sustained a knee injury that forced him
to miss a few plays before he had his Matthew
Stafford moment when he returned to the field
to complete his touchdown six-pack, tossing a
20-yard scoring strike to Gignac with 5:52 left
in the game.

“He’s as tough as they come; this is what he
lives for;” Ladyga said of Burroughs, a three-
starter behind center.

" Senior Joey Gignac eyes the end zone for the first of his three touchdowns as Bacon
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Academy won 46-28, retaining “The Rail’ for a second straight season.

“It showed how much we've grown together,”
added Gignac, who also caught a two-point
conversion. “This means so much. It was the last
game ever for me in football, and as a team we
really came together”

The win wrapped up a 5-5 regular season for
the Bobcats and marked the end of year one un-
der Ladyga.

Ladyga replaced Bill Chaffin, who stepped
down following the win over RHAM a season
ago after leading the program for three seasons.
Ladyga had previously served as an assistant
under Chaffin in 2023 and returned to take over
the reins this fall.

“Today we were able to put a full game to-
gether;” expressed Ladyga, whose team eclipsed
40 points for the second time this fall. “We've
struggled all year putting points up in the begin-
ning of the game, but today we knew we would
have some advantages with their defense”

The Ladyga era started with three straight
wins (Oxford, Amistad, and Windham) before

the team dropped five of the next six games pri-
or to the season finale victory.

The victory over RHAM ended the high
school careers for the 17 seniors, who departed
after helping the program win the most games
since 2019.

“This senior class is super close,” noted Gig-
nac. “We've been together since youth, so win-
ning The Rail and bringing it back again means
alot?

Ladyga said that his Class of 2026 players set
a standard for the next generation of Bobcats to
follow.

For Burroughs and the departing of the se-
niors, retaining The Rail is a legacy they are
happy to be leaving.

“I'm proud of us for how far we've come,” not-
ed Burroughs. “We wanted to show the under-
classmen what it’s like to win against a rival. We
lost The Rail a couple of years back and it’s good
to get in back two years in a row, and hopefully
they’ll get it back for a third”

Despite his knee stiffening up, Burroughs
said he didn’t want to finish his final game on
the sidelines.

“I just wanted to tough it out,” added Bur-
roughs. “I could still move and nothing was
broken, so I wanted to get back out there and
put this team away.”

Gignac, who finished with six catches for 166
yards and the three touchdowns, said his chem-
istry with Burroughs blossomed this fall.

BALDI
TREE FARM

72 Miller Rd., Colchester
(860) 537-4093

— Now Accepting Credit Cards —

CHOOSE & CUT YOUR OWN TREE

Trees Available from 5' to 15

Come See Our Large Selection of Wreafhs

OPENING Nov. 28" through Fri. Dec. 19

I Regular Hours:

1pm to dark weekdays
9am to dark on weekends

RE11-28-25

BOYDEN  youList,
.= CO
232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

Nick Paul
It’s that time of year again when we

are called to count our blessings and
# YOU are certainly one of them!

Scott Martin

Our customers are the reason we
thrive — thank you so much for
choosing us time and again!

From our family to yours,

THANK YOU!!!

OUR LISTINGSSTILL SELLINGABOVE LIST PRICE!
Call UsToday for a Free Market Analysis

RE11-25-22

860-608-0769
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A Daisy Donation... On Nov. 16, Daisy Girl Scout Troop 63139 presented a hand-

P,

made donation box to Ray of Light Farm, filled to the brim with food to help care for
the farm’s animals. The troop then spent the day meeting the animals and learning
about their daily care. Future visitors can now add their own donations to support

the farm when stopping by for a visit.

The Colchester Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment invites all to its annual Holiday Home-
coming, taking place Saturday, Dec. 6, begin-
ning at 4 p.m., on the Town Green.

This event will feature: Santa’s Grand Arriv-
al on a fire truck at around 4:30 p.m.; the an-
nual Tree-Lighting Ceremony at 5 p.m.; live
holiday music from the Bacon Academy Cho-
rus; Family Activities: Letters to Santa, orna-
ment sales, and a toy drive; Seasonal Treats:
Cookies, cider, and hot cocoa; and a bonfire
and caroling under the winter sky.

Holiday Homecoming Returns Dec. 6

“Holiday Homecoming is more than an
event — it’s a celebration of community;” said
Tiffany Quinn, Recreation Director. “We love
seeing families and friends come together to
share the joy of the season. It's what makes
Colchester so special”

This event is free and open to all ages. In
case of severe weather, updates will be posted
on our website and social media channels.

For more details, visit www.colchesterct.
gov/recreation-department or call 860-537-
7297.

Festival of Lights Fundraiser

The Bacon Academy Board of Trustees will
launch a new annual holiday tradition, the Fes-
tival of Lights, on Friday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 p.m., at
Historic Bacon Academy, 84 Main St.

The event will showcase locally decorated
tabletop holiday trees and wreaths donated by
community members, all of which will be auc-
tioned to support the ongoing restoration ef-
forts at the historic school.

Tickets are $25 and include a wine tasting
from Priam Vineyards, cider or hot chocolate,
and hors doeuvres. Each guest will have the
opportunity to vote for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
winners in both the tree and wreath categories.
A silent auction will offer attendees the chance
to bring home one of the artistically decorated
pieces.

The evening will also feature festive perfor-

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR
HOME PROJECT NEEDS

Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12”
Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers,
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,

Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock
Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrenime.com

Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. * Colchester

(860) 537-4256

Located with Gano’s Power Equipment

mances by the Bacon Academy Choir and Jazz
Combo.

Event proceeds will support Phase 2 of the
Trustees’ preservation plan, which includes in-
stalling an ADA-compliant ramped entrance
and a first-floor restroom, helping ensure that
Historic Bacon Academy remains accessible
and vibrant for the entire community.

The decorated trees and wreaths will also be
open to the public on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 4-6
p.m., during Holiday Homecoming on the Col-
chester Town Green. The Trustees will host an
open house and offer guided tours of the build-
ing for all who are interested.

Tickets may be purchased by emailing info@
baconacademytrustees.org or visiting bacon-
academytrustees.org/festivaloflights.html.

The Colchester Dog Park Committee is
hosting a fundraising pet photo shoot with
Santa. Children and families are welcome too.
The event will be held at Colchester Fish &
Game Club on Sunday, Nov. 30, from 9 a.m.-3
p.m.

The committee will sell digital images, 5x7
and 8x10 photo prints, Christmas cards and
ornaments. All orders will be available for
pickup at Park & Rec by Dec. 12. Cash, check

Dog Park Fundraising Photo Shoot

and Venmo are accepted.

A new photo setting is available this year.
Photography donated by SMS Photo of Col-
chester. For appointments, call Janice at 860-
608-8489. Walk-ins will be accepted if time is
available.

All proceeds will support the Colchester
Dog Park. For more information, email tag-
nobark@gmail.com.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at
60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday,
9 am.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on
the church’s Facebook page.

Advent Schedule: Sunday, Nov. 30, First
Week of Advent: Hope; Sunday, Dec. 7, Second
Week of Advent: Peace; Sunday, Dec. 14, Third
Week of Advent: Joy; Sunday, Dec. 21, Fourth

Week of Advent: Love & Annual Christmas
Pageant.

Christmas Eve Services: Wednesday, Dec.
24: 5 p.m., Family Service; 9 p.m., Lessons &
Carols.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p-m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through
June.

Donations Sought for Wreaths

This year’s Wreaths Across America ceremo-
ny will take place at Westchester Cemetery Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, starting at noon sharp. The 55
service members buried there will be honored
with the placement of live, balsam veterans
wreaths.

Donations are welcome in the form of pur-
chasing a wreath for a soldier and laying wreaths

at gravestones. Each individual $17 sponsors
a fresh balsam wreath that will be placed on a
veteran’s headstone on Dec. 13. To learn about
event details, visit www.WreathsAcrossA-
merica.org/ CTWCCC. You can also send your
contribution to Wreaths, c/o Joanne Rioux, 219
Lakeview Dr., Colchester, CT 06415.

Color House Ornament Trail

This holiday season, The Color House Art &
Pottery Studio is inviting the community to join
in a brand-new tradition: the first annual Color
House Ornament Trail.

Running Dec. 1-21, 100 handcrafted ceramic
ornaments created by artist Tina Parsadanov
and her team at The Color House will be hidden
all around Colchester, from local parks to small
businesses. Each ornament is unique, and free
for whoever discovers it.

Participants are encouraged to visit partici-
pating Colchester businesses to collect stamps
in their Ornament Trail Digital Passport. Even
if an ornament has already been found at a
location, visitors can still stop in to scan the
business’s unique stamp. For every five stamps

collected, participants will earn an entry into
grand prize drawings featuring gift cards, wine
baskets, pottery and other prizes.

Visit www.cohoct.com/ornamenttrail  for
more information and to register.

Community sponsors and participants in the
event are: Family Pizza, Ooh La La Boutique,
Sweet Aroma Coffeehouse, Studio E Dance
& Acro, My Kids Place, Skyview Team at Carl
Guild & Associates, Priam Vineyards, Paul
Catalano at StateFarm Insurance, ARK Distill-
ery, Gifts on the Green, Colchester Federated
Church, Twisted Dog Yoga, Colchester Senior
Center, Folklore & Fable, Coldspring Farm,
Colchester Mill Fabrics & Quilting, and Purr-
ing Pottery.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has announced a
trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or to register, call 860-
537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Newport Playhouse - A Twisted Christmas
Carol: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 9:15 am. A Twisted
Christmas Carol is a Texas spoof of Charles
Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. It's Christ-
mas Eve in a small west Texas town, and can-
tankerous barbecue joint owner Buford John-
son is visited in a dream by ex-business partner
Hank Walker, who takes Buford on a journey
like Scrooge’s. The cost is $160 per person and
includes a buffet dinner and cabaret style per-

ACRES

Since 1950

FREE
BALING

EVERGREEN

Christmas Tree Farm

CHRISTMAS TREES

Cut Your Own
Colorado Blue Spruce
or Fraser Fir

Also, Living Christmas Trees that
can be planted after Christmas for
years of enjoyment Spruce & Fir 2 ft. & up

RE11-28-25

24" to 50" Colorado Spruce Wreaths

See Our Gift Shop for Handcrafted Items
and Carved Decorative Decoys

Follow
us on
Facebook

Visit our website www.EvergreenAcresCT.com
464 Windham Avenue, Colchester « Open Thurs. - Sun. 9-Dark

(860) 463-4014

formances. Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague,
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day,
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals
(12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost
is $6,499 per person for double occupancy,
if booked before Feb. 26, 2026. This is a small
group tour (only 24 people in total on the tour)
so space is limited. For more information visit
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1346389.

Pyrogy Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester
will have a Pyrogy Sale on Saturday, Dec.
13. To place your order, call Brenda at 860-
365-0281 no later than Dec. 7.

Holly Fair Dec. 6

Colchester Federated Church will hold its an-
nual Holly Fair Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the church, 60 Main St.

There will be handmade crafts, baked goods
and cookies by the pound, the White Elephant
Room, paint-your-own ornaments, raffle bas-
kets, and the Holly Café. Santa and Mrs. Claus
will be there too!

All are invited to stop by.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the
livestream. For more information, call Pastor
Don Rivers - the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with
Jesus, Inc.” — at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Is back Fridays at 10 a.m.
It’s an open discussion on the theme: How does
God fit in this thing called life?
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WE nge Thanbs TO OUR

EMPLOYEES AND CUSTOMERS

Colchester « Colchester « Colchester

AS WE CELEBRATE
31 SxfizORDINARY YEARS!

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT ¢ BAKERY FESTIVE HOLIDAY

Give thanks to yourself or others with
a (Zw(éful gift card this holiday season.

TUESDAY: 20% OFF your entire dinner bill

WEDNESDAY: Buy one entrée, Get one HALF OFF
~ (nhigher price prevails) |
(OFFer good November 25th & 26th, after 4pm)
Online orders use code TURKEY25

OF THE J il S 29TH NOVEMBER | NOON - 4PM

‘J{L\‘.I‘H ' . UNIQUE LASER PRINTED GIFTS,

: PHOTOGRAPHY BY “SHUTTERBUG”,
FLAVORED NUTS, PAINTED PRESS-ON
NAIL KITS, HORSE TREATS, DIY PLANT

‘IFTS HOT WAFFLES ON A STICK A D

. . 13 North Main Street / MUCH MORE
sadler’s will be closed for ffiankagiving. ) \
gwmng. East Hampton, CT 06424 [{1/Z7nasnge B;zgz'ig';LERY
61 north main street, marlborough 860.295.0006 g (860) 467-6334 \ 7, COLCHESTER CT A
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm / ) 3 \\[
OPEN: Mon. - Sun. 6:00aM-2:00pM CLOSED: Tues. 7 / = AR K =5
E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M ol u REll—Z %,‘_~ ME)N/NLUS T I.L LE Sﬂ! —= ‘—\T\

RE11-21-25 -~

ma CAMPAGN A g

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on
Sunday through Thursday

CHRISTMASTREES]

Five CourseMS%E$3VOOON(£;I£€DSI££?giggﬂgefor sharing ESTATE JEWELRY - GoLD - ANTIQUES - convs Ryl Beautiful Trees & i
APPETIZERS Excellent Needle Retention
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing Buying Used Jewelry, We will cut & tie tree on your car if necessary.
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce Sterlin g Flatware and Coins R
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce SAFvéisplf WRIE:g'Hgsﬁ'EREEESFrzﬁlD‘ISNG
PASTA GOURSE C
ome on down for on the spot! p . -
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara $53$ P We offer qUﬂl_”Y trees af"d hQSPlfallfY
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high. on a picturesque farw
SOUP OR SALAD cup of soup of the day or garden salad Looking to buy: OPENING Friday, 11/28 and every
) DINNER CHOICES Sterling Silver Flatware Saturday and Sunday 9:00-4:30
Chicken Parmigiana Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with Sterling Serving Pieces We offer free hot mulled
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition cider, candy canes,
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers crackers in a brown cognac sauce Gold and Silver Coins coloring books and twine
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing calleatle s for tying down your tree.
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce served over spinach

Sorry, no dogs, chainsaws

Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions,

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce E\\J/gf;cns)gz;?g; Not Sure? Bring it In! or credit cards
DESSERTS - Ak your server for our selections ND'I%T.];; ng(;ﬂn.:p . RENESON,S [ *
WINE & DINE MENU 1100 Main Street, CHRISTMAS TREE FARM 4
$80 per couple / SDSI?VfE?;I\sllg%ILey—HSVeB;IeV(IIAIIE(\;?g(I;rj\lllday and Saturday | East Hartfo rd.’ CT 06108 ?ﬁo Bull Hill RK‘!r fé"ch{:% .
Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night! Happy Hour Bar Only % Call us with any qqestlons! 860-289-8015 ;Gawzz?i)zs 360(; 508 6012 i %I
. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411 =5 Open: Monda%/-lt:rlc(ijay ,109:3‘? am-5:30 pm 4
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER aureays = a2
884 Silas Deane Highway e

oo

= 167 LEBANON AVE e
Wethersfield, CT 06109 5 e <IN

SUITE A .
860-522-3129 S g Ww‘toooo“
WWW.CFISHCT.COM HOLIDAY

Family Gatherings Deserve the Best! This holiday season, make DONATION _— ‘L ‘

every bite special with our premium, fresh seafood. DRIVE ‘3'.‘.‘:
Introducing Our Famous Signature PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING OUR INITIATIVE “Sttusaserastes’
. 3 THIS SEASON "HOME AWAY FROM HOME " N
]umbo Stuffed Shrlmp TO HELP COLCHESTER'S HOMELESS
Our freshly made Stuffed Shrimp feature jumbo 4-6 count shrimp, filled . o™ COMMLfN o L.
with a delicious mix of fresh crabmeat, sautéed vegetables, and buttery : W-e are COH?Ct'ng warm adult clothing |t§ms,
Ritz cracker crumbs. Each pack includes four generously stuffed shrimp < o 1 T 2 batteries, flashlights, portable heaters, sleeping bags,
-- Easy Entertaining! Available frozen in our reach-in freezer for $43.95 S 5 S 5 blankets, camping items, tents, canned goods w/pull
per pack. Pre-orders for Christmas & New Year’s begin in November — LeAN wE. O tabs, gift cards to local eateries and grocery stores.
z . RESERVE EARLY! A E ' el
K Elucadedlo gty fnendiel b | 2 Ry~ LOCATION OF THE COLLECTION inside Honeycomb Salon
2 « Lobster meat, crab cakes & crab dips . Eal y
o Oysters, sal , cod & stuffed cl . =
Z ySiers, saTmom, coC SsTHed cams During the Months of Nov & Dec
" H z ) ] ! . .
Zl From appetizers to entrées — we've got your holiday table covered! Stop in and taste the difference. e~ ety
”~ - <
é RETAIL MARKET HOU‘RS RESTAURANT HQURS mﬁ‘:;&f;"::::ﬁﬂffe‘:{‘::i" holiday initiative and to
2 Mon & Tues 9am-5prm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm; Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm; support our cause please visit
=2 . 860 537 UEEB us on facebook
> Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon . .
GASASSSEITISITSYS = |...omo ... OUTSUNLIMITED,LLC
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Your Professional Local

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday/Bible School: two classes,
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday
at 10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday
at 6:30 p.m. prayer meetings — Thursdays, 10

It’s that time of year again...planning
+ parties with your family & friends!

= Clean your septic tank BEFORE you have a
problem! If you haven’t cleaned your septic
tank in two

ﬁ?‘!

Suburan SaniatiService |
(860) 267-6102

years, now is the time.

kw LEGACY
PARTNERS
KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

28 5. Main St, West Hartford, CT 06107

Keal Sitate %gm./

| Am Ready To Help
You Achieve Your
Real Estate Goals In
Today’s Market!!!

a.m. and Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets once
per month on Saturday mornings.

The church also has many other things to
offer. Unless otherwise noted, all groups/stud-
ies are held at the church. Call the church of-
fice for more info on the groups.

For more information, call the church office
at 860-537-3082 or visit AbundantL.com.

Trustworthy

Excellent service = Josh
Exceptional results 5 Star Service Brown

20 yrs of Exerience ; - @ 860-328-0166 ~

Proven track record M N N joshbrown@kw.com

Serving all of CT

No Obligation Consultations - Representing Sellers & Buyers -

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

5\'

7]
gl

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

GanU!VZl

ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

RE5-30-25

A Season of Thanks and Fresh Beginnings at
Hope ACE Hardware

As Thanksgiving approaches, we're taking a moment to reflect with gratitude on the many things were

thankful for — and you, our valued customers, are at the top of that list. Your patience and loyalty during
our recent store remodel meant a lot. We know that construction can be inconvenient, and we're truly
appreciative of your understanding and continued support throughout the process.

Now, we're thrilled to welcome you back to a new and improved shopping experience! Our refreshed
layout was designed to make finding what you need easier than ever, and our shelves are now stocked with
exciting new merchandise, including the latest tools, seasonal décor, and home improvement essentials.

To show our appreciation, we're also hosting a special Post-Remodel Clearance Sale — the perfect
opportunity to take advantage of deep discounts on select items while exploring everything new in-store.
It’s our way of saying thank you for standing by us as we made these upgrades.

Q

November 29t

Free tape 1%

300 customers
on Small Business Saturday

As we celebrate this season of gratitude, we want to express how thankful we are for your trust,
friendship, and ongoing support. You are the heart of our business, and it’s a privilege to serve this
wonderful community every day.

From all of us at Hope Ace Hardware, we wish you and your family a warm, joyful, and safe
Thanksgiving. We look forward to seeing you soon — and showing you all that’s new!

With gratitude,

Paul and the Hope Ace Hardware Team

i

Phone
(860) 537-3046

Address
212 Old Hartford Rd,
Colchester, CT 06415

Store hours
Mon - Sat 8:00am - 7:00pm

Sun 9:00am - 4:00pm

The helpful place.

RE11-21-25
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LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU

COVRED >

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

Hebron Insurance CALL 860.228.8500
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248 hebroninsuranee.eom

RE10-7-22

Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

4 LOCAL OFFICES

100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS ;
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY . _ E E —

meID&.A"'S

www.carlguild.com i | LA |
m (860) 474-3500 Ifl “I:L

o EQUAL HOUSING
REALTOR OPPORTUNITY

THE
PRUE LAW Lo

Connecticut’s

GROUP Premiere Law Firm

NOW IN COLCHESTER

When legal matters, we're here for you:

Estate Planning . Estate Settlement & Probate
Elder Law, Title 19 & Conservatorships . Business Law

Real Estate Law . Personal Injury Law . Litigation . Divorce & Family Law

Scan here to schedule
a consultation today:

Follow us @pruelawgroup

fXinXo)

COLCHESTER - NEW! WILLIMANTIC BROOKLYN COVENTRY

167 Lebanon Avenue, Suite B 720 Main Street 7 Putnam Place 2181 Boston Turnpike

Q (860) 423-9231 o pruelawgroup.com/colchester

RE 10-10-25
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REMODELING CONTRACTORS

WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS
KITCHENS & BATHS
SIDING & ROOFING

860-682-5509 %
Locally Owned & Operated ¢ Licensed & Insured
REL26-24]

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-8PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

0'" Wellness Visits 0'" Urgent Care -’" Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

RE11-29-24

THE C3¥LOR HOUSE

A town-wide scavenger hunt!

DECEMBER 1-21, 2025
WWW.COHOCT.COM/ORNAMENTTRAIL

The Color House in Colchester invites YOU to join us for a FREE
and FUN three-week-long ornament scavenger hunt throughout
Colchester! We're hiding 100 handmade ornaments around town
for the community to find. If you find one, you keep it! Scan the

QR codes at participating locations to add them to your digital
passport and enter for a chance to win prizes such as gift cards
and gift baskets donated by our sponsors.

Register online at www.cohoct.com/ornamenttrail

Thank you to all of the sponsors & participants:

Studlo & o

{Dance & Acro P THE C¥l.OR HOUSE

& StateFarm Skywew* A
° ! 3 T ' L L ERY Team My Kid’s Place

AT CARL GUILD & ASSOCIATES AN INDOOK PLAY SPACKE

RE11-28-25
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By Anne Lilburn

For Lewis and Patricia Lara, owning a restau-
rant had been a dream for years, but it wasn’t
until Lewis retired from his career in construc-
tion, and Patricia from her job as a restaurant
cook, that it became a dream that they were fi-
nally able to pursue.

The Laras are the owners of Lighthouse Sea-
food and Grill in Portland, which celebrated
one year in business this past October.

The Laras’ daughter, Patty Siegal, said her dad
had been retired for almost two years and was
itching to do something when they finally de-
cided to make the restaurant a reality.

“My dad’s not used to sitting still,” she said.

When they saw a “for lease” sign off Route 66,
in a familiar spot that Siegal said she remembers
passing by on childhood trips to Nelson’s Fam-
ily Campground, the family knew, she said, that
“we had found our spot.”

The restaurant, located at 662 Portland-Co-
balt Rd., has been taking shape ever since - and
it’s truly a whole family endeavor. Siegal works
full time as a nurse, but she said when the res-
taurant first opened, she and her brother were

both waiting tables. These days, she has a new
baby at home, but she still said she comes by on
the weekends to help out, and her brother works
there as a cashier.

The menu, said Siegal, was born out of the
New England-style seafood that her parents
love to cook, with her mom specializing in fried
seafood and her father focusing on broiler dish-
es, like shrimp scampi, rainbow trout and cod.

“A lot of the dinners that we have, those are
my dad’s Sunday dinners that we grew up with,”
said Siegal. “Those are things that my dad has
been cooking and experimenting with for years.
We were like, well, if we love them, maybe other
people will love them as well”

Lighthouse Seafood and Grill has plenty to
offer people who don’t like seafood as well, such
as sandwiches and burgers, but Siegal said that
both the seafood and beachy vibe of the restau-
rant was very appropriate for her family.

“We’re ocean people,” she said. “We like to go
to the beach. That’s the stuff that we did in the
summer.’

She said they were happy to be bringing sea-
food a bit further inland, so that people didn't

The First Congregational Church of Port-
land, U.C.C,, invites everyone to its annual
cookie sale, which will be held Saturday, Dec.
13, from 9 a.m.-noon, in the fellowship hall of
the church, located at 554 Main St.

A variety of Christmas cookies will be
packaged by the half dozen. Other sweets
including gingerbread men lollipops, Christ-
mas-themed pretzels, and assorted candy will

Christmas Sweets and Treats Holiday Sale

also be available.

Besides cookies and candy items, there
will also be inexpensive gifts, filled mugs and
Christmas stockings, and gift baskets for sale.
If you need a grab bag gift for your holiday par-
ty or a gift for that special someone in your life,
you may find just what you need at this sale.

For more information, call the church at
860-342-3244.

Public Riverfront Access Progress

Portland’s Riverfront Access Committee is
looking for donations.

The committee announced that, since its
groundbreaking ceremony in October, Butler
Construction has cleared a pathway to the river,
and will soon construct a roadway with a park-
ing area near the water.

The committee said it has a state grant to cov-
er most of the initial road costs — but is asking
interested canoers, kayakers, paddleboarders,
and water & fishing enthusiasts for donations
to support the addition of picnic tables, signage,

a ramp, plus general completion and mainte-
nance of the new park. Between now and the
end of this year Portland resident Rick Sharr
will match any donations, up to $10,000.

Send your donations to P.O. Box 402, Port-
land, CT 06480 and make the check out to the
Brownstone Quorum with the memo stating
“Riverfront Access Park” Note: your donation
is eligible for a federal income tax deduction,
as this is a 501(c)(3)c organization. Also, if you
are interested in Riverfront Access Park news,
please include your email and address.

Festival of Wreaths Almost Here

Registration is still open for the Portland His-
torical Society’s 2025 Festival of Wreaths, “Jingle
& Mingle”

Clubs, organizations, businesses, schools,
artists, decorators, individuals and families are
invited to participate in the 14th annual Festi-
val of Wreaths, to be held Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 6 and 7, in the Hemlock Grange Hall at 17
Sage Hollow Rd. All wreaths are welcome, as are
tabletop decor and centerpieces.

All decorations should be pre-registered by
next Thursday, Dec. 4. Decorated wreaths and
tabletop decor must be brought to the Grange
Hall at 17 Sage Hollow Rd. on Thursday, Dec. 4,
from 4:30-6 p.m. or Friday, Dec. 5, from noon-2
p-m. If you would like to participate but don’t
have time to create a wreath, for a donation of
$30 a Historical Society “elf” will decorate one
for you. Your name, business or organization

Hohdazg Closinsf; y

Portland town offices will be clo
the Thanksgiving holiday Friday, Nov. 28.

Toys for Tots

The Town of Portland Garage is assisting the
U.S. Marines in its annual Toys for Tots cam-
paign, which runs through Dec. 15.

All are asked to donate new, unwrapped toys
to children in need. Donation location: Port-
land Town Garage, 505 Glastonbury Tpke.

PHS Alumni Game

If you are an alumnus of the boys or girls
soccer teams at Portland High School, you’re
invited to come join all former players as
they turn back the clock and step onto the
pitch to showcase their skills, in the annual
PHS Alumni Game.

The game will be played Friday, Nov. 28, at
Portland High School. Women play at noon,
followed by the men at 2 p.m. Please arrive a
minimum of 30 minutes early to register for
a jersey and warm-up.

For more info, contact John Discenza at
johnnydis@sbcglobal.net.

will be listed as the donor. To sign up to donate
a wreath, send a quick email to PortlandCTHis-
tory@gmail.com or leave a brief message in-
cluding your name and contact information at
860-342-5455 and a volunteer will contact you.

The Festival of Wreaths will be open Saturday,
Dec. 6, and Sunday, Dec. 7, from noon to 4 p.m.
in the Grange Hall at 17 Sage Hollow Road. The
festival is a teacup raffle. Tickets for the teacup-
style raffle are $1 each, or a full card of 24 tickets
can be purchased for $20. Tickets are placed in
the gift bag for the decorations you would like to
take home. Winners will be contacted after 4:30
p-m. on Sunday, Dec. 7.

On Saturday, Dec. 6, PHS A Cappella, a select
group of Portland High School vocal students,
led by director Samuel R. Tucker, will sing a col-
lection of traditional carols at 3 p.m.

All proceeds from this event will be used to
preserve Portland history and to fund educa-
tional projects for the community.

Lighthouse Seafood Owners Pursulng Dream

Lewis and Patricia Lara own Portland’s Lighthouse Seafood and a‘l;ill,which cel-

ebrated its first anniversary this past October. Photo by Patty Siegal

have to head to coastal areas to get that kind of
food.

The restaurant is decorated with a lighthouse
theme, including a prized painting of a light-
house that her father has had for many years. It
was gifted to him by an artist on Block Island.

This summer, they added an outdoor patio
space for warmer weather, and Siegal said they
are working on getting a liquor license so that
patrons will soon be able to enjoy a glass of wine
with their seafood.

She said they have a fireplace and a cozy
ambience upstairs in their dining area that she
hopes people will appreciate, and they’ll soon be
putting up a Christmas tree. With the holidays
coming up, she said they are open to hosting
bigger parties as well.

“It’s just cozy, she said. “It's family friendly,
owned by family. We just want to make you feel

like you're at home, I guess, and having a good
meal”

While dining, Siegal emphasized, anyone
who eats at Lighthouse will also be supporting
her parents’ retirement dream, and maybe even
getting some inspiration.

“You know, retirement doesn’t mean you have
to sit at home and do nothing,” Siegal said. “Re-
tirement means that you can finally follow your
dreams.”

She said that that drive to keep moving is part
of what defines her family, even when the work
is hard — or when you're learning something
new, like how to run a restaurant business.

“We're risk takers,” Siegal said of her family.
“You know, we do it because we want to thrive,
but we [also] do it because when you have a pas-
sion, you have to seek it”

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Annual Tree Lighting and Tree Lighting Pa-
rade: Save the date! Saturday, Dec. 6, at Brown-
stone Intermediate School. Watch for more info.
Also, Vehicles Are Sought for the parade! Parks
and Rec. is inviting people to decorate their
ATV, tractor, truck or car and show their holi-
day spirit! Individuals and businesses welcome.
Register to participate via portland.recdesk.com
or by calling 860-342-6757.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle
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KEEP YOUR EQUIPMENT IN TOP RUNNING ORDER!

School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks
and Rec. is now accepting donations for bench-
es and trees at the Portland Recreational Com-
plex. If you're interested in dedicating a bench
or tree, call Andy for more information at 860-
342-6757.

Tai Chi for Long Life: At Riverfront Park
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m., and Saturdays,
10:30-11:15 a.m.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public
School system. Registration is now open.
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PORTLAND
POWER EOUIPMENT

152 Penfield Hill Road, Portland CT « (860) 740-2763 portlandpower10@gmail.com

e Domestic
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e Automatic
Cars

e Light Trucks

e 4x4
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SERVIGE AND AUTO REPAIR

¢ $165.00 Snow Blower tune up -
plus parts and tax

e Pick up and delivery available

o 2 stroke service - standard shop rate of $80.00/hr.

e Blade Sharpening and Chainsaw chain sharpening
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5 2
8%,

RE11-28-25
—————

o B
S TRANSMISSION

25 SILVER STREET, PORTLAND
860-342-4273
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FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
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Portland, CT 06480

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520
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By Anne Lilburn

With the holidays coming up, Portland Fire
Department Deputy Fire Marshal Andy Goff
said it's a good time for residents to check
around their homes to make sure that they are
fire-safe, and ready for the season.

First up, Goft said, houses filled with out-of-
town guests and more activity, residents should
make sure that their homes have a fire safety
plan, meaning that they know two different
ways out of sleeping areas and that there is a set
meeting area where anyone who evacuates will
meet in the event of a fire. He added that any
out-of-town guests should be told about the fire
safety plan so they stay safe as well.

Goft also emphasized the importance of hav-
ing working smoke alarms in your house. He
said that traditionally, checking smoke alarms
and replacing batteries was something that was
recommended at the beginning and end of day-
light savings time, but he said the holidays were
another great time to check if residents hadn’t
already done that when they turned their clocks
back.

In terms of where to place smoke alarms, Goft

said that they should go inside and outside of all
sleeping areas. And while one should be near a
kitchen, he advised against putting one immedi-
ately in the kitchen, “because it’ll just be prone
to false alarms.”

Goft said that the holidays often meant a
greater fire danger because it’s a time of year
when “there’s generally more stuff in peoples’
houses. There’s more combustible decorations,”
he said, adding that candles were everywhere
during the holidays, and the combination of
candles with other decorations was often par-
ticularly dangerous.

“Keeping lit candles away from decorations
or other things that can burn” was important,
he said, as was keeping decorations away from
heat sources.

“Draping your fireplace” with garland, he
said, was a great example of a something that
might look nice, but could get you into trouble,
particularly if you are using all-natural garland.
Likewise, door openings are best left unadorned
so that decorations don’t catch fire and obstruct
an exit path.

The Friends of the Portland Library will
open the 2025 Holiday Store on Monday, Dec.
1. When you visit the library, located at 20
Freestone Ave., stop by and browse the selec-
tion of gift-quality and like-new books and
puzzles for all your reader and puzzler friends
and family.

Also, a select number of hand-crafted

Library Friends Holiday Store

book-art ornaments are available to help you
deck your halls with literary décor.

The Holiday Store is in the corridor to the
Mary Flood Room at the library. All proceeds
support the Friends in continuing to bring
programs for all ages to the library, fund the
museum pass program, and enhance the me-
dia collections enjoyed by many.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.,
is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or
to register, call 860-342-6761.

Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to the
Food Bank every other Monday; the next pan-
try visit will be Dec. 1.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 12/1: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 12/2: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m., Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Bears on a journey are seeking dona-
tions of light fleece (one yard or more) for mak-
ing teddy bears for cancer patients throughout
CT. If you would like to donate, please contact
860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for
more info please contact Bivenne at bivenne@
yahoo.com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3
suggested donation (must fill out form) Menu:
meatloaf with gravy, mashed potatoes, steamed
carrots, peach cup, milk; Coupons for Troops,
1-4 p.m; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m.

Wednesday, 12/3: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Bridge,
12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 12/4: Tone & Stretch, 9:30 a.m;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon, $3 suggested donation (must fill out
form). Menu: crispy fish cakes & tartar sauce,
cous cous pilaf, roasted veggies, roll & butter,
string cheese, raisins; Mahjong (FULL), 12:30
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 12/5: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events
are free. Live Well Workshop: This free work-
shop will conclude Monday, Dec. 1, from 2-4:30
p.m. Call the senior center to register. Limited
space available.

Cooking for One with Marilyn: Monday,
Dec. 1, 11:45 a.m. The theme is “Just Desserts!”
Fee is $10; registration required.

Holiday Center Decorating & Pizza Party!:
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1-2 p.m. Registration recom-
mended.

Wreaths Around the Community: Wreath
Stroll & Happy Hour at Marlborough Health
& Rehabilitation: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 4-6 p.m.
Cost is as $5 ride fee; registration required

Ikea Shopping Trip: Wednesday, Dec. 3,
leave the center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride
fee; registration required.

Governor’s Residence Holiday Open House:
Saturday, Dec. 6. Tour the Governor’s Residence
for the 35th annual holiday open house. The
residence will be decorated for the season and
open to the public for tours. Leave the center at
10:30 a.m. The event is free, but there is a $5 ride
fee. Registration required.

Go With Your Gut: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 12:20
p-m. Nutrition with Chris Blancarte from Se-
nior Resources on Aging presents this program,
which explores the connection between food

and gut health. Don’t forget to sign up for lunch
before the presentation. Registration recom-
mended

Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance:
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 1:30 p.m. Registration recom-
mended.

Slater Memorial Museum & Lunch at La
Stella Bakery: Wednesday, Dec. 10, leaving the
center at 9:30 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee and $10
museum admission; pay for your own meal.
Registration required.

Sweet Treats and Conversation with Com-
munity Leaders: Thursday, Dec. 11, 1 p.m. This
month’s community leader is Jim Tripp. Regis-
tration required.

Family History FUN with Ken Doney: Fri-
day, Dec. 12, 10:30 a.m.

Live Well, Age Well: A Free Diabetes Sup-
port Group: Led by retired physician Dr. El-
samma Chacko, this group will meet the third
Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m., and focuses
on living well with diabetes and aging in place
by bringing expert guidance and lived experi-
ence together in a supportive setting. Registra-
tion suggested.

Travelers Chorale at the Bushnell: Wednes-
day, Dec. 17, departs the center at 6:15 p.m.
Admission is free with the donation of a non-
perishable food item. There is a $5 ride fee. Reg-
istration required.

Forest Park Lights and Dinner at Sofia’s
Italian Restaurant: Thursday, Dec. 18, leave the
center at 3:45 p.m. $8 fee includes transporta-
tion and admittance to event. Registration re-
quired.

Holiday Flower Arrangements with Seng:
Monday, Dec. 22, noon-2 p.m. Cost is $8. Reg-
istration required.

Holiday Closings: On Wednesday, Dec. 24,
the center will close at noon, and it will remain
closed all day Dec. 25 and 26. The center will
also close at noon on Wednesday, Dec. 31, and
remain closed all day Jan. 1.

Hair by Jessica: Monday, Dec. 29. Men’s/
women’s shampoos, cuts and styling are avail-
able. Call the center for details.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-ac-
cessible transportation for seniors to medical
rides. The fee is $5/person round-trip. Give a
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The senior center is taking ap-
pointments for the Foot Clinic with Stacey
Cormier, RN. She will offer many services start-
ing at $35. Call to register and for more infor-
mation.

Food Bank: The senior center asks that resi-
dents not leave Food Bank donations at the se-
nior center unless the Food Bank is open. The
Food Bank is open Mondays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m.-noon. Also, donations should be
of food only; call the senior center to inquire
if staff is seeking medical equipment donations
at this time. Due to limited space, staff cannot
accept donations at the senior center without
prior approval by the director.

While today’s Christmas lights are safer than
they used to be, it’s still important to check
strands of lights to make sure they don't have
any frayed or damaged wire, and to follow man-
ufacturer’s instructions for use.

“Some lights are only for indoor use [and]
some lights are only for outdoor use, but not
necessarily both,” Goff noted.

Goft said that busy family gatherings often
led to not just extra cooking in a household, but
extra inattentive cooking.

“Stay in the kitchen while you're cooking,” he
advised. “If you're doing long-term cooking, set
timers to remind yourself to regularly check on
the food that you're cooking, like you’re cooking
the turkey all day, set a timer every hour”

Frying, he said is always “inherently danger-
ous” Cooking oils have an auto ignition tem-
perature, he said, past which they will “burst
into flames”

“Especially on a stovetop,” he added, “deep oil
frying is probably the most dangerous cooking
technique you can have. Nine times out of ten,
[a fire is] likely because it was unattended”

In addition to not leaving the stove unattend-
ed, Goft suggested that there should be a “kid-
free zone” of at least three feet around the stove.

“People forget that kids reach up and grab
things down, and can also even just drag things

Fire Department Offers Up Holiday Safety Tips

into the burn range”

Lastly, Goff says that people can really cut
down on their fire risk by tending properly
to their Christmas trees. People should pick
healthy trees that are “fresh with green needles
that don’t fall off when touched”

As for whether real or artificial trees are safer
from a fire perspective, he said “an artificial tree
is inherently safer. There are a lot of them now,
especially newer ones, that are made from non-
combustible materials. They’ll still burn, but
they’re not as likely to catch fire as naturally as a
natural dry tree”

Goff advised people to keep trees “at least
three feet away from heat sources, like fireplac-
es, radiators, candles, heat, vents, or lights,” and
to “make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.”

Watering daily was important, he added, as
was staying on top of the condition of the tree.
People should get rid of their tree “soon after
Christmas or when it’s dried. A dry tree should
not be left in the home or garage”

“A third of home Christmas tree fires are
caused by electrical problems;” he said, “and
then, the majority of those occur in January”

So to be fire safe, prepare for the holidays
now, but be ready to say goodbye to your tree at
the end of the season.

2025 Leaf Pickup

The Town of Portland Department of Public
Works will conduct its annual leaf pickup be-
ginning Monday, Dec. 1.

Leaves must be placed in paper bags at the
curb so as not to cause a sight line issue. Leaves
must be out no later than Nov. 30. Plastic bags
will not be picked up.

Residents who do not place their leaves at the
curb can bring them to the transfer station (per-

mit required). Leaves not in paper bags must be
emptied by the resident in an area at the transfer
station designated by the attendant.

Public Works requests that homeowners re-
frain from blowing or raking leaves into the
roadway as blocking the storm drain inlets may
cause flooding and create safety hazards.

For more information, call Public Works at
860-342-6733.

Town-Wide Moment of Prayer

During the weeks leading up to Christmas
Day, Trinity Church invites the members of
Portland houses of worship, and any others,
to join in a Town-Wide Moment of Prayer at 1
p.m. on the four Tuesdays in December leading
up to Christmas Day.

Prayers can be offered wherever you are: at
home, while shopping, at work - and as indi-

viduals or with someone. Use a favorite prayer,
a simple prayer of your own words, or use this
one which is Verse 7 of the Advent hymn “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: “O come, desire of
nations, bind in one the hearts of all humanity;
bid that our sad divisions cease, and be thyself
King of Peace”

St. Mary Church News & Notes

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at
45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited
to attend. The group meets each month on the
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall
and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the rosary

DTC Meeting Schedule,

The Portland Democratic Town Committee
(DTC) generally holds regular monthly meet-
ings on the last Thursday of each month at the
Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., Port-
land.

Due to the Christmas holiday, however, the
final regular meeting of 2025 is scheduled for
Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. both nights. Meet-
ings are open to all registered Democrats in
Portland.

Additionally, for Portland residents inter-
ested in becoming more involved in their com-
munity there are various opportunities to serve

room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev.
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Volunteer Opportunities

on a board, commission or committee, with a
number of terms beginning in January 2026.
Any registered voter in Portland may be con-
sidered. More information is available at www.
portlandct.org under Government - Boards and
Commissions.

For more information about the Portland
DTC or to inquire about open positions on the
various boards and commissions, please send
an email to portlandctdtc@gmail.com and fol-
low on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Port-
landDemocraticCommittee.

Soccer Club Winter Futsal

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is now accepting
registrations for the 2026 Winter Futsal season.
Registration will be accepted through Jan. 4.

Fee for all age groups is $50; registrations
received after Dec. 24 will be charged an ad-
ditional $25 late fee. PSC will only accept reg-
istrations online, at www.bluesombrero.com/
portlandsoccerclub.

Age groups are: U5 & U6 (born 01/01/20 to
12/31/21) - Dribbler-Club; U7 & U8 (01/01/18
to 12/31/19) - Kicker-Club; U9 & U10 (1/01/16
to 12/31/17) — Travel; Ul11 & U12 (01/01/14 to
12/31/16) - Travel.

The Winter Futsal season will run Saturdays
from Jan. 10-Feb. 28 (an eight-week session),
at Gildersleeve Elementary School. Times are:
U5 & U6 Dribbler sessions, noon-12:55 p.m.;
U7 & U8 Kicker Boys sessions, 1-1:55 p.m.; U7

& U8 Kicker Girls sessions, 2-2:55 p.m.; U9 &
U10 Travel sessions, 3-3:55 p.m.; Ull & Ul2
Travel sessions, 4-4:55 p.m. Note: Depending
on numbers, the Travel sessions may be every
other week.

Futsal uses a smaller, heavier ball, and is
played on a basketball court so the ball travels
faster and stays close to the floor. Benefits: more
touches on the ball for each player, more shoot-
ing, and more goals. Futsal is more technical
and less aggressive, which allows for more flex-
ibility to mix age groups and genders, PSC said.

Final registration numbers will determine the
session configuration for this winter session.

For more information, contact club president
Chris Donahue at donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or
860-342-3228, or vice president Chad Wilson at
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 205-999-8842.
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Manny’s Appliances Continues a Tradition of Local Service

By Anne Lilburn

Portland residents may have noticed a new
sign on a familiar business this past fall.

Portland Electric officially became the 13th
location of the regional chain Manny’s Appli-
ances on Oct. 6 of this year after its original
owners retired.

Manny’s Appliances Marketing Director
George Rodriguez said that while the business
may have new ownership and a new name, its
commitment to small-town service remains.
Rodriguez said local customers at the location
at 12 High St. can expect to receive the same
personal touch they were used to. Several em-
ployees have even stuck around, he added, so
customers may even find a familiar face when
they head in to shop for a new appliance.

Rodriguez said that Manny’s Appliances got
its start 47 years ago in Western Massachusetts,
in the town of Wilbraham, Mass., just outside
of Springfield. What started with one store grew
to the 13 locations that the company has today,
with nine locations in Massachusetts, and two
each in both New Hampshire and Connecticut.
The other Connecticut location is in Canton.

Rodriguez said that while he was happy to
bring local residents all the benefits of being
part of the Manny’s network, he also hopes that
those who knew and loved Portland Electric
will know that a lot remains the same.

“The owners of Portland Electric, they did a
really great job and they cultivated a really loyal
customer base in that area, to that point where

we actually had some customers that were con-
cerned,” said Rodriguez.

He said he hoped those customers would be
reassured to know that nothing really is gonna
change for them.”

Rodriguez said Manny’s carries all the major
appliance manufacturers, and added that, like
Portland Electric did, the new store offers de-
livery, attentive service on the sales floor, and a
full-service repair department.

“If somebody has a broken appliance, and
they don't know where to reach out to,” he said,
“they can call our service department and we’ll
do a call for someone. Wherever you bought the
appliance, it doesn’t matter.”

“Our guys are factory-authorized for every-
thing,” he added, saying that they have repaired
all the major appliance brands.

“The main repair office is in Massachusetts,”
he said, “but it doesn’t matter, because we have
trucks all over the place so it’s not a problem to
get repairs”

Rodriguez said customers were often sur-
prised when they realized that they could get
both the great service that comes with a smaller
shop and the low prices that they often associ-
ated with a big chain store like Home Depot, all
in one place.

“We sell at the same prices as any of the mass
merchants,” said Rodriguez, “plus we offer a lot
of exclusive rebates [that brands give to inde-
pendent stores], so if youre putting together a
kitchen package, you wind up saving a lot more

First Congregational Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland,
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is
the Rev. Judith Cooke. This Sunday, Nov. 30, the
church will celebrate the first Sunday of Advent.

Also at 10 a.m., elementary aged children will
meet for Church School in the newly renovated
classroom, and the middle school class will meet
in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will

enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

A Doll’s Christmas: Wednesday, Dec. 3, 7
p.m. This evening is intended to remind you of
your childhood, and also bring the joy of the
Christmas spirit to your soul. The church invites
you to bring your doll(s) or a picture if you no
longer have your doll.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Support Sought for Joshua’s Mission

Joshua’s Mission has been participating with
Wreaths Across America since 2015 — and is
looking for support again this year.

Josh Abbott, now a Portland High School
senior, has continued his mission for 10 years
making sure local veterans are always remem-
bered. Every year, wreaths are laid at veterans
graves throughout the United States on the na-
tional wreath-laying day, which this year is Dec.
13. Joshua’s Mission is looking for sponsors to
purchase wreaths to be laid at the Connecticut
State Veterans Cemetery in Middletown on that

day.

YWrea‘[hs can be purchased for $17 each, or buy
two for $34 and get the third one free. Checks
can be made out to Wreaths Across America
and mailed to Joshua’s Mission, 50 Fairview St.,
Portland, CT 06480 before Nov. 30. Donations
can also be made by visiting his Facebook page
“Joshua’s Mission” and clicking on the link there
to go directly to his Wreaths Across America
website page to pay by credit card.

All are invited to participate in helping place
the wreaths on Saturday, Dec. 13, at noon.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first and
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane
at 860-342-0658.

The Adult Education group is continuing its
review of The Chosen video series. Episodes are
viewed on the first and third Sundays of each

month at 10:30 a.m. Discussions are held the
second and fourth Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Con-
tact the church for details.

Giving: Pull tabs are collected year-round
and donated to the Ronald McDonald “House
that Love Built,” supporting families with seri-
ously ill children. Zion recycles computer ink
cartridges to support office supplies for Sunny
Hill Preschool and Zion.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Garden Club Sale of Holiday Planters

The Portland Garden Club will hold its an-
nual outdoor sale of holiday crafts, handcrafted
planters, white birch candle logs, and cemetery
boxes decorated with fresh greenery on Satur-
day, Dec. 6, in the parking lot at 265 Main St.

PHS Class of 2015

Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 2015 is
organizing a 10-year reunion for Saturday, Nov.
29, at Terrazza in Portland. It will start at 7 p.m.
and include dinner and a cash bar.
Contact Erica Backus at 860-719-7058 or join
the Facebook page for additional details.

Bereavement
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.

The evening session of the group meets the
second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the church hall. The afternoon session meets the
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the church rosary
room.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

next to the Town Green. The sale will be from
9-11 a.m., or whenever all the items are sold out.

The holiday sale is a special fundraiser for
the many community activities and education-
al programs sponsored by the nonprofit club,
which has been a member of the Federated Gar-
den Clubs of Connecticut since 1947. The sale is
co-sponsored with the Portland Parks and Rec-
reation Department.

Admission is free, with all proceeds benefiting
the garden clubs non-profit projects. Rain date
for the event is Sunday, Dec. 7, at the same time.

For more information, call 959-231-9630.

Adult Used
Coat Collection

Freestone Council 7 Knights of Columbus,
St. Mary Church, is sponsoring an Adult Used
Coat Collection, to benefit Portland Food Bank.

The Portland Food Bank has requested the lo-
cal Knights to once again sponsor a town-wide
Coat Drive this fall appealing for gently used
coats for adults.

To donate a gently used adult used coat, a
large receptacle is available in the Rosary Room
at the Church of Saint Mary, 45 Freestone Ave.
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shop in October. Photo by Manny’s Appliances.

money coming to a Manny’s than if you go to
Home Depot”

More importantly, added Rodriguez, custom-
ers at Manny’s get one-on-one attention that
they won’t get in a larger mass-market retailer.

“You walk in,” he said, “and the person that
says hello to you, that is his department or her

department, that’s how that works. We're giving
you the small independent experience where
you can walk in and deal with someone and talk
to them and there’s no pressure, but we’re also
giving you the buying power that any of the big
mass merchants have, so it’s a nice combination
to have”

Mimma Burke of the State Farm Insurance
office at 201 Marlborough St., Portland, is
holding a Food and Toy Drive, to benefit Port-
land Food Bank. The drive runs Dec. 1-15.

Donations will be accepted at the State
Farm office between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Food and Toy Drive

All proceeds will be delivered to the Port-
land Food Bank. Items in need: baby wipes,
diapers (sizes 4 and 5), toiletries (toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, soap, etc.), cake/brownie box
mixes, coffee and tea, canned items and non-
perishables, and new unwrapped toys.

For more information, call 860-342-1670.

Vocal Chords Holiday Concert

“Winter Musical Celebration” will be pre-
sented by the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
(MHVC) on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2 p.m., at Port-
land High School, 95 High St. The concert will
feature 90 voices, directed by Samuel Tucker,
and a 10-piece orchestra, directed by Alan
Dougherty.

The program will feature pieces that have
a pop rock feel, bells ringing with spirit, fast
swing, Venetian music by Vivaldi, and more.

The MHVC will perform “Light One Candle”

recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary and arranged
by local music educator Jack Zaino, honoring
those who fought for freedom, along with a cho-
ral medley from Polar Express and many other
holiday favorites.

Tickets to the event are $25 and can be pur-
chased from any member or by calling Joyce at
860-342-3120 or Diane at 860-347-2787. For
more information, go to vocalchords20.org or
visit MHVC on Facebook, Instagram and You-
Tube.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. Holiday Closings: The library will be
closed all day Friday, Nov. 28. For Christmas,
the library will close Wednesday, Dec. 24, at 1
p.m., and will be closed all day Thursday, Dec 25.
For New Year’s, the library will close Wednes-
day, Dec. 31, at 1 p.m., and will be closed all day
Thursday, Jan. 1.

Children’s Programs: Celebrate Hanuk-
kah!: Monday, Dec. 1, 4 p.m. Portland residents
Barbara Sequenzia and Liz Hibino will present
stories, songs, games and latkes. This program
is geared towards kids and their families, but all
are welcome — whether you celebrate Hanukkah
or not. Registration is open now.

Holiday Storytime with Santa!: Tuesday,
Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. Kids birth to 5 and their
caregivers are invited to come for a morning of
holiday stories, songs and activities, with a spe-
cial visit from Santa himself. A craft will be of-
fered at the end of the program. Space is limited.

Teen Program: Gingerbread House Party!
Monday, Dec. 8, 3:30 p.m. Students in grades

Pictures with Santa

There will be pictures with Santa, to ben-
efit Toys for Tots, on Saturday, Dec. 6, from
9 am.-2 p.m., at the Portland VFW Post
6121, 147 Brownstone Ave.

Attendees are asked to bring a new, un-
wrapped toy for the Toys for Tots Christ-
mas drive. The VEW will also collect non-
perishable food items for people in need
this winter season.

If you want to take your child’s picture
with Santa, please bring your own picture-
taking device.

Light refreshments will be served, with
candy canes for the kids.

6-12 are invited to build and decorate their own
gingerbread house. All supplies will be provid-
ed by the library as well as holiday music and
snacks. Space is limited.

Magician Ed Popielarczyk: Tuesday, Dec. 30,
1:30 p.m. Magician, balloon sculptor, flea circus
master, and storyteller Ed Popielarczyk will re-
turn to the library in an interactive show for
ages 3 and up. Space is limited.

Adult Programs: Community Narcan
Training: Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m. Free
training includes: learning how to recognize the
signs of an overdose and how to administer Nal-
oxone. Attendees will receive a free Narcan kit.
Light snacks and refreshments provided. Spon-
sored by the Portland Youth & Family Services
Department and the Power up Portland preven-
tion and wellness committee. Questions? Email
Courtney Fitzkee at Cfitzkee@portlandct.org.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday,
Dec. 2, 1 p.m. Christmas Bells by Jennifer Chia-
verini will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night
Book Club: Thursday, Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. The Hu-
mans by Matt Haig will be discussed. Mystery
Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Dec. 16, 1 p.m.
Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderers by
Jesse Q. Sutanto will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Dec. 10. The Family Stone
(2005; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is
102 minutes.

Trinity Episcopal News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4
p.m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.
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By Toriana Williams

It’s last Wednesday, Nov. 19. In the early after-
noon light, the lift hums softly as it rises against
the tall concrete silo at Maple Leaf Farm in He-
bron. The structure, built sometime in the 1950s,
has stood for more than 70 years — weathered,
gray and as much a part of the landscape as the
red barns and rolling fields around it.

Now, though, it's becoming something new.
Bright petals unfurl across its cylindrical sur-
face, sunflowers glowing against the cool No-
vember sky. At their center is local muralist
Ben Keller, bundled against the cold, brush and
spray cans in hand, doing what he calls one of
his favorite things in the world.

“It's one of my favorite places to be,” Keller
shared. “No joke”

The mural was Keller’s first time painting a
silo, and he admitted that he hopes it will be
“one of the first of many.”

The challenge excites him; he said he has nev-
er painted on a cylindrical surface before, but
that the unfamiliar shape only adds to the ap-
peal. He has always been drawn to older struc-
tures — objects with history built into their walls.
He grew up just a quarter mile down the road,
and barns, silos and dairy cows have always
been part of the backdrop of his life.

Keller recalled how his mother used to push
him in a stroller to visit the cows. Art started
early, with lessons in Bolton when he was eight,
then graffiti in his teenage years, then murals.
Now, he laughs a little at how naturally the work
fits with the places he once roamed as a kid.
“This has always been very familiar ... close to
home, close to heart,” he said.

The mural itself — a swirl of sunflowers and a
butterfly stand roughly 40 feet tall and 10 feet
wide — was a shared decision between Keller
and farm owner Ned Ellis, who has lived on
Maple Leaf Farm for more than eight decades.

A Silo in Full Bloom

“We wanted flowers,” Ellis said. “They’ll be
pretty and uplifting”

Sunflowers weren't chosen at random. The
farm grows them each year “just so people can
appreciate them,” Ellis explained, planting them
in places where crops do not grow. The mural
celebrates that quiet generosity, the small beauty
the farm offers the community simply by exist-
ing.

For Ellis, farming is about stewardship - of
the land, of the animals, of the history passed
through the generations. The farm has been in
his family since 1903, more than 120 years.

Ellis said, “We preserve the land. We keep the
land. We can't let it go bad, because God’s not
making any more” He spoke warmly of the la-
bor that fills each day, and how satisfying it is
when others recognize the effort. “It’s nice when
you can be appreciated,” he shared. “And its
gratifying when other people do appreciate it

Art, as it turns out, fits neatly into that phi-
losophy.

Ellis first worked with Keller two years earlier,
commissioning him to paint the barn roof and a
large gable mural. One features the likeness of a
beloved cow that was spared from slaughter and
taken to a sanctuary - an animal whose story
now lives above the barn in bright paint, visible
from the road.

“People go through, and they love it El-
lis said. Visitors walk up close to see the detail
Keller puts into his work. The same is already
happening with the silo.

Yet this collaboration is more than a practi-
cal beautification of farm buildings. As Keller
works layer by layer - first latex house paint,
then spray paint, then finer details - his cre-
ativity becomes another form of cultivation. He
explains that there is “a preliminary process”
involving digital sketches and a grid system,
but much of the painting unfolds intuitively.

Creative Collective Seeks Members

The Hebron Creative Collective (HCC) is up
and running, and looking for new members.

Hebron is full of talented, creative people
with a wide variety of skills in different media.
Hebron Creative Collective (HCC), a commit-
tee of The Town Center Project, was formed to
support local artists and to help create oppor-
tunities to promote, display and sell your work.

Artists will have opportunities to: meet and
have fellowship with other artists and craftspeo-
ple; display and sell your work in local business-
es; have one-person shows at Douglas Library
with an opening reception hosted by HCC; par-
ticipate in group shows at a venue in the town
center; participate in a town-wide, juried Art
Show open to Hebron and the nearby towns
with prizes; participate in town-wide events
like Maple Fest, a town center Art Show, He-
bron Day and Harvest Moon Festival and have

your work seen by or sold to the public; attend
sharing or art together occasions such as casual
working evenings and plein air gatherings; and
attend and/or lead demonstrations, lessons, and
workshops

The commitment to the group would include:
an annual general meeting held midyear in the
summer combined with a social event; partici-
pation in one major town event a year; and par-
ticipation in subcommittees for events which
will meet as the committee requires and deter-
mines. Attendance at monthly meetings is not
required but is appreciated

The new year for HCC begins Jan. 1, 2026.
Dues for membership are $40 annually. High
School students are welcome at a student rate of
$25 annually. The collective meets the first Mon-
day of each month at 6 p.m., at the Russell Mer-
cier Senior Center. All local artists are welcome.
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This sunflower silo shines brightly in the background as the afternoon sun sets upon

it. Artist Ben Keller, left, and farmer Ned Ellis smile just as brightly, excited about
their collaboration to bring more color to Hebron.

The work is not linear but organic, growing the
way crops do: slowly, meticulously and with pa-
tience for weather, daylight and the occasional
wind that makes the lift sway.

Keller joked about the temperature swings
and long hours. He worked one night until 10
p.m. with a headlamp, cleaning dust off the silo
and brushing on base colors despite the cold.

“Lots of layers,” he said, simply when asked
how he stays warm. But even with the chal-
lenges - rain, sleet, unpredictable Connecticut
wind - he insisted it’s worth it. “That’s my jam
right there. Painting on the side of a silo,” Keller
smiled brightly.

Ellis felt the same satisfaction watching the
painting bloom. He saw in Keller’s work a re-
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flection of the care farmers put into their land
and animals. “Everybody’s got talents,” he said.
“But there are special talents, and you got to ap-
preciate those talents” He added that the flow-
ers themselves — bright, unapologetically cheer-
ful - are part of the gift to the community. “It’s
just great”

There is symmetry between the two men’s vo-
cations. Both plant things — one with seeds, the
other with color. Both work outdoors, in long
hours shaped by weather. Both create some-
thing that wasn’t there before and both wait for
a moment when others see the result and smile.
Keller said he loved seeing his art become part
of the places it inhabits. Ellis loves seeing the
land he cares for brought to life in new ways.

By the time the mural is finished, Keller said it
should last “a couple decades,” weathering slow-
ly along with the silo beneath it. Maybe some-
day the paint will outlive the structure itself.
Maybe the sunflowers will remain - bright, high
above the fields - long after the concrete begins
to crack. But for now, the artwork and the farm
stand together, each adding to the other’s story.

One rooted in the soil. One painted in the sky.
Together, they make something beautiful.

ECHS Honor Roll

Amston resident Shannon Austin made the
East Catholic High School honor roll for the
first quarter of the 2025-26 school year.

An 11th-grader at the school, Austin earned
Honors with Distinction.

Help for the Holidays

With the holidays coming up, bereavement
support group meetings can provide a safe place
to share stories of loved ones, and learn about
the process of grief with others as well as strat-
egies that might help people through the holi-
days and beyond.

The Grief Journey: A Bereavement Support
Group is held Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30
p.m., at the Church of the Holy Family parish
house, 185 Church St. The group is facilitated by
grief educators Michael Glazier and Stephanie
Haines.

All grieving adults are welcome, whether your
loss is recent or past, and you may come to one
session or as many as you would like. This sup-
port group is non-denominational and brought
to you by a collaborative effort of the Hebron
faith communities. There is no registration.
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Dwayne Paul, right, director of Windham Ar

ea Interfaith Ministry, recently accepted

a donation from JoAnn Osmond of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Hebron.

St. Peter’s Donates to RHAM

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church recently made a
donation to Windham Area Interfaith Ministry
(WAIM), in support of its Walk to Warmth.

WAIM is located on Main Street in Williman-
tic and is now celebrating 40 years of service to
the community, providing clothing, household
goods, furniture, appliances, bicycles and more.
The organization also has assistance programs
to help neighbors make ends meet and gain in-
dependence.

The donation - a portion of the proceeds from

the recent community dinner at held St. Peter’s —
was designated for the Walk to Warmth, which
is sponsored each year by WAIM, to support
fuel assistance to those having heating difficul-
ties. This year’s walk took place Sunday, Nov. 23.

WAIM is open for clients to shop Tuesday-
Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m.-noon, and is
open for donations Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-
noon. Monetary donations are accepted and
used to assist those in need for housing and
other assistance in a short-term financial crisis.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its an-
nual St. Nicholas Fair Saturday, Dec. 6, from 9
a.m.-3 p.m.,, at the church, 30 Church St.

Holiday shoppers will be treated to a Coun-
try Store with homemade jams, jellies and
other holiday treats, as well as a bake table
featuring breads, pies, and more baked goods.
There will be Christmas treasures, jewelry,
homemade crafts and needlework, and orders
for Rada cutlery. Boxes with arranged greens,
as well as greened centerpieces, will be avail-
able for purchase. Have your child’s picture
taken with Santa Claus and get a free copy.
Visit vendors with many unique offerings.

A luncheon featuring Chef Kraemer’s fa-
mous clam chowder and corn chowder will

St. Nicholas Fair

be offered. Egg salad, tuna salad and chicken
salad sandwiches will be available, as well as
hot dogs on the grill. Hot coffee, cocoa, and
cold drinks will be available.

Also, there will be holiday basket drawings.
Shoppers will be able to select from over 25
holiday and non-holiday themed baskets, all
suitable for gift giving, and tickets are $1 each.
The drawing for the baskets will be held at 3
p.m.
As part of the St. Peter’s outreach pro-
grams, a portion of the profits will go to Oak
Hill Hemlocks.

For more details, call the church at 860-
228-3244 or visit www.StPetersHebron.com.

United Brethren Synagogue News & Notes

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, lo-
cated at 10 Church St. (Route 85) in the center
of Hebron, invites all to celebrate Hanukkah on
Sunday, Dec. 14, at 4 p.m.

The festivities will start with a group meno-
rah-lighting and latke potluck dinner. After din-
ner, the celebration will continue with a Hanuk-
kah story, songs and the spinning of dreidels.
If you would like to join us, please email us at
ubofhebron@gmail.com to let us know what
dish you will bring and how many people to ex-
pect, so that the synagogue can make enough
latkes for everyone.

Also, the synagogue said its historic build-
ing needs a new roof and other major renova-
tions, and thus is seeking donations to its capital
campaign. To learn more, go to the GoFundMe
site at www.gofundme.com/f/support-united-
brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

If you are becoming a member or would like
to learn more about the synagogue, please visit
www.ubothebron.org or email ubofhebron@
gmail.com. Also, check out the synagogue’s
Facebook page for information about upcom-
ing events and services.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings:
Saturday, 11/29: Yoga at 9:30 a.m., Fellowship
Hall; Sunday, 11/30: Worship Service with
Youth Birthday Celebration at 10 a.m. (in-
person in the sanctuary, as well as online and
livestreamed); Sunday, 11/30: ‘tover Sunday
Coffee Hour at 11 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Sunday,
11/30: Community Chats and Hygiene Kit As-
sembly for Church World Services at 11:30 a.m.;
Monday, 12/1: Bible study at 9:30 a.m., online
via Zoom; Tuesday, 12/2: AA Meeting at 7:30

p.m., Social Hall; Wednesday, 12/3: Yoga at 9:30
a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 12/3: Book
Group at 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day, 12/3: Choir Practice at 7 p.m., sanctuary;
Friday, 12/5: Faith and Film Potluck at 6 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall.

‘tover Sunday: Always left with a bunch of
leftovers after your Thanksgiving festivities?
Then stop by the church this Sunday, Dec. 1, at
11 a.m. during Coffee Hour for a special shar-
ing of Thanksgiving leftovers. Bring something
sweet or savory to share.

Faith and Film Potluck Series: Friday, Dec.
5, 6 p.m., in Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to
share and enjoy a movie, food, and fellowship.
All are welcome.

Save the Dates: Sunday, Nov. 30, Hygiene
Kit Assembly at 11:30 a.m. for Church World
Service - help pack essential supplies for those
in need. Sunday, Dec. 14: Women’s Fellowship
Annual Cookie Sale at 11 a.m.; Sunday, Dec. 21:
Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship at
10 a.m.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
Those unable to attend in person can join online
at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. A new Men’s Bible Study will begin
in January, focused on “Seven Rules All Good
Christians Should Face”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers

childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more
information about donating or participating in
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s,
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Sunday services are at 8
a.m. (Rite 1 without music); and at 10 a.m. (Rite
2 with hymns). A coffee hour is held following
each service. Sunday School is offered at the 10
a.m. service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at

PUZZLED ABOUT
YOUR NEXT MOVE?

10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Outreach: This month, food donations will
go to Marlborough food pantry. A collection
basket is in the church and outside the parish
hall. St. Peter’s is also a supporter of Project
Hope in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connections: Mon-
days at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Com-
mittee: Mondays at 4 p.m.; Choir: Wednesdays
at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: Building and
Grounds, Community Events planning, Fi-
nance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.
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1 For fear that
5 Henhouse
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Prescott
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Evil spell 4
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"Twilight" writer 6
7
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1 "Madam Secre-
tary" actress
Baby eel
Give in a rope
"The View", e.g.
Kind of party
Makes worse
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Bedroom pair
Perfect pass
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57 Students take gala
them 27 Word with birth
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61 Must-have 31 Airport area
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Preparing, as
kimchi

Lawn improve-
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Lace edging
Shopping mecca
Troops

Like B.B. King's
music

48

49
39 50
40
42

44

Answers to Previous Crossword:
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‘Neighborhood Jingle & Mingle’ Connects Community, Cause

By Toriana Williams

The fifth annual Neighborhood Jingle &
Mingle, held last weekend on Tannery Hill
Lane, began the way all good winter gatherings
do - breath visible in the cold air, the smell of
hot dogs and hot chocolate drifting down the
street and neighbors greeting one another with
mitten-softened high-fives and warm laughter.

A truck sat backed into the edge of the cul-
de-sac with over 50 cans of food, household
cleaning and hygiene supplies and other pantry
staples. Close to $200 was raised in cash dona-
tions as well — all to benefit the Hebron Inter-
faith Human Services food pantry.

At the center of the bustle, Megan Cassarino
and Jessica Correia — bundled against the chill
in a thick coat and a funny Christmas sweater
- moved from table to table. They were the de
facto leaders of what Correia affectionately
called the Jingle & Mingle committee, a group
of neighborhood moms who plan the event and
“make the husbands do the day of work”

Their goal, Cassarino explained, had always
been simple. “We have such a great neighbor-
hood,” yet many neighbors haven't met. The
event was a way to bring everyone together, en-
joy themselves and give back at the same time.

The Jingle & Mingle was first imagined just
after the isolation of the pandemic, a chance “to
get out and see everybody again,” said Correia.
Five years later, the tradition had grown into a
full-fledged holiday spectacular.

A s'mores bar was set up near the driveway,
children rotated between the bounce house and
inflatable reindeer races and somewhere be-

hind the food tables, local musicians strummed
holiday classics. When Correia said, “Every year
it gets a little bit bigger and better;” she wasn’t
exaggerating. This year’s additions included
the reindeer races, as well as a swinging hotdog
challenge and the annual pie-eating contest.

Cassarino looked around at the children
shrieking with laughter and summed up the
spirit of the day simply, “amazing”

As the afternoon settled into the 4 oclock
night time, the sweaters came out - some cozy,
some cute and some just downright hilarious,
all in contention for the funniest-and-ugliest
sweater contest. Linda Anderson, who chose a
snug coat to keep toasty, had lived in the area
for over 20 years. “Were here every year;” she
said. “It’s so fun”

Her eyes swept the cul-de-sac as children
gathered around the face-painting table and the
steady stream of neighbors dropping donations
into the truck bed. Anderson commended the
organizers for their generosity, and said warmly,
“Everybody who can donate, should donate”

And though she admitted the cold weather
had made things “quieter than last year,” she
quickly added that what mattered most was
seeing neighborhood kids grow closer — “It just
makes everybody closer. ... Theyre setting a
good example”

Of all the festivities, nothing drew a louder
crowd, than the annual pie-eating contest. A
folding table adorned with festive tablecloths,
coats came off and at least one rivalry burned
hotter than the fires that crackled nearby.

This year’s champion, Dan Cassarino, was

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome to join in this study,
where together they’ll learn what it means to
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:

The study will be taking a break for the months
of November and December. It will resume in
January.

Youth Group: First Friday Fellowship! Or-
nament Swap & Cookie-Decorating: Friday,
Dec. 5. All middle and high school youth are
welcome for food, a lesson, an ornament swap
and cookie-decorating. Kids are welcome to
come either at 6:30 p.m. for dinner and the
whole event, or arrive at 8 p.m. for dessert and
activity. Pick up is at 9:30 p.m.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office; there are several new ministers
trained and wanting to help.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information
and full program descriptions, and to register,
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

Mindful Moves for a Calm Holiday: Tues-
day, Dec. 2, 10 a.m.-noon. This gentle move-
ment session is designed to help you reconnect
with your body, release built-up stress, and re-
store a sense of calm. No experience needed.
Cost is $25 each person, payable to the instruc-
tor. Register by 10 a.m. Monday, Dec. 1.

RHAM Bingo: Monday, Dec. 8, 2:30-4 p.m.
The RHAM National Honor Society Students
come and call the games, provide refreshments,
and prizes. You can play up to 4 cards for free
and they play a total of 8 games.

Cardio Drumming: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 10:30
a.m.; registration required by Monday, Dec. 8,
at 10 a.m. This high-energy workout combines
the rhythm of drumming with simple moves.
This program is designed for all levels. Spon-
sored by The Residence at Glastonbury. Maxi-
mum of 20 people allowed.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Tuesday, Dec. 16,
9 am.-1 p.m. AARP members cost $20, and
non-members cost $25 and payable to the in-
structor day of class. You must pre-register by
Monday, Dec. 15, at 10 a.m. The course teaches
proven driving techniques to help keep you and
your loved ones safe on the road. Note: coffee
will be available in the morning, but no food is
served, so if you may need something to nosh
on, please feel free to bring it with you.

Annual Holiday Party featuring Caroling
with The Sunshine Singers: Wednesday, Dec.
17,11 am.-1 p.m. Doors open at 11 a.m. and the
Sunshine Singers will perform starting at 11:15
a.m. Lunch will be stuffed shells, meatballs, roll,
dessert, coffee and tea. It will be served about
12:15 p.m. Cost is $6 and you must sign-up and
pay by Monday, Dec. 16, at noon.

Medicare Open Enrollment/Winter Fuel
Assistance: The Open Enrollment period takes
place annually from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7.
This is your opportunity to review all of your
options and decide to stay with your current
plan, or switch to another plan, or change the
way that you receive your Medicare benefits. To
set up an appointment, call the senior center
and ask for Sharon or Dennis.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is
required by noon the day before the trip. Sched-
ule: Friday, Dec. 5, 11 a.m., Walmart.

Senior Transportation: Offered to ages
60 and up and all adult disabled individuals,
for medical care, personal needs care, gro-
cery shopping, or other pre-approved needs.
Transportation available Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Appointments must be scheduled a minimum
of 24 hours in advance, but 48 hours is recom-
mended - and required for new riders. For more
information or to schedule an appointment, call
860-228-1700.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; most
require pre-registration. More information in
the monthly newsletter or at the senior center.
Monday through Friday: Exercise Equipment
Room, 9 am.-3 p.m. - though from 9 a.m.-
noon on Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10
a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays: Knit-
ting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand
and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.;
Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: En-
hance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. Thursdays:
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Chatham Health
blood pressure screening, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
on the third Thursday of the month; Chatham
Health Education Series, 12:15 p.m. on the third
Thursday of the month; Massage, 12:30-6:30
p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.;
Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m.

!

‘Last weekend’s Nelghborhood ]1ng1e & Mingle featured a pie-eating contest. Dads
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and dudes plunged their faces into sweet competition, each with their own secret
technique up their sleeves to help win the crown.

still laughing with bits of pie on his face when
he declared, “First off, the pie was very good.
Second, it feels good to beat my brother” But
victory was bittersweet — literally. He groaned,
“Third, it doesn’t feel good, because I was on a
diet, and now I don’t feel good.”

Still, sitting shoulder to shoulder with neigh-
bors, Dan described the atmosphere as “excit-
ing” and “fun” He mentioned the cold weather
but noted, “You don't feel the cold - you feel like
you're amongst friends”

His brother Paolo Cassarino, the reigning
champion for the last three years, was brought
down by a bigger pie -- a newly implemented
rule for the previous winner.

While sitting on an inflatable reindeer, Cassa-
rino introduced himself with pride and then ex-
plained how the Neighborhood Jingle & Mingle
began.

“My wife, Megan, and I started it five years
ago,” he said. “We wanted to get to know every-
body a little bit better” The weather might have
kept attendance modest, but to him, “It’s fantas-
tic. ... It’s really great knowing that I live in a

community like this”

When asked about surrendering the pie-
eating crown, Paolo smiled. “I'm okay with not
winning, and I'll be ready to win next year.” If he
had to lose, he added, “I'm happy to have lost to
[my brother]”

As the night darkened, the live music soft-
ened into the background. Kids huddled near
the fire pits with sticky marshmallow fingers
and adults swapped stories about holiday plans
and work schedules while balancing plates filled
with treats from the children’s baking contest.

The truck of donations sat nearly full, and
across the block, one sentiment echoed through
every interview, every laugh, every shared blan-
ket and borrowed pair of gloves - community.

“If's amazing seeing all of our hard work
come together and everyone having such a good
time,” said Correia. And as the cold crept deeper
into the night, the Jingle & Mingle continued to
glow — proof that the warmth of a neighbor-
hood, once gathered, can chase the chill out of
even the sharpest winter air.

Church of The Holy Family News

The Church of The Holy Family, 185 Church
St. (Route 85), celebrates weekend Masses Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
weekday Masses Tuesday at 7 p.m. and Thurs-
day at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for more information. The church office can be
reached at 860-228-3727. Church of The Holy
Family is a member of the Catholic Community
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael
Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is
available for the sacrament on Thursdays at 7
a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., or by appoint-
ment (church phone ext. 110). Refer to the par-
ish website for other available times at St. Co-
lumba Church in Columbia.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New
members (voices and musical instruments) are
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier,
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors™: The Social
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal
on the second Sunday of each month for the
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK)
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Dec.
14. However, cereal is most welcome any time.
Place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also provides
meatloaves to CSK each month. Parishioners
are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf to the
freezer in the garage (use side entrance) clos-
est to the Parish House or the freezer in the St.
Columba church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day.
The next due date is Dec. 16, due to the Christ-
mas holiday. Contact Diane (860-508-9959) for
more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the
month from September through June (except
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening
of games, food and discussion. The annual “Elf
Cook-Oft” will take place Dec. 13. See the par-
ish website for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee
is collecting the following items for the shel-
ter: household cleaning products (great need),
paper towels, TP & 13- and 55-gallon trash
bags; men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer briefs
(M,L,XL,2XL); women’s briefs (sizes 6-10);
men’s & womens wool socks, warm hats and
gloves; new or gently-used and clean winter
clothing and coats (no faulty zippers please);
womens personal hygiene products; and laun-
dry pods or liquid detergent. Place bagged do-
nations in the oak collection box next to the Cry
Room. Call Monica McKerracher (860-228-
4211) for more information.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults:
OCIA meetings started Sept. 28 in the Parish
House. The sessions are open to adults who wish
to join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults
who have not yet completed the Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn
more about their faith. Contact the parish office
(ext. 105) or email ocia@goodshepherdct.org
for more information and to register.

Blackledge Golfs for
Hebron Food PantrZ .
Go

Hebrons Blackledge Country Club
Course held its 18th annual Turkey for Golf
tournament on Sunday, Nov. 16.

There were 144 players, and participants had
to bring either a frozen turkey or a gift certifi-
cate equal to the amount of a frozen turkey to
participate.

The tournament acts as an annual charity for
the Hebron Interfaith Human Services food
pantry, and this year Blackledge and players
raised $3,000 in donation.
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Gilead Gets the Giggles...Gilead Congregational Church hosted a successful
Funny 4 Funds comedy night on Friday, Nov. 21. With an enthusiastic audience
and the strong support of local sponsors, the event raised over $3,400 to further
the church’s mission. Gilead thanked all of the event sponsors.

MORE GOOD!
o1 L_HAIR DAYS

o

L R

NSHIP « ol ot
CH’-\PuA

ST,
" &
VARLBOROUG

T

] A
\R\ Hardware

. .:"'Hﬂ -
(-/ e Aw'wil

RESTAURANT

Upcoming at the Library

The following events are taking place at
Douglas Library. For more information, and list
of all weekly activities, call 860-228-9312 or visit
douglaslibrary.org.

Thanksgiving Closings: The library is closed
today, Nov. 28, for the Thanksgiving holiday. It
will reopen Saturday, Nov. 29, at 10 a.m.

Adult Programs: Medicare Info Session:
Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 3 or 6 p.m. Learn the ins and
outs of Medicare and the differences between
original Medicare and Medicare Advantage
with Mark Macrina, a local insurance agent
with an office in Colchester.

Mahjong Group: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 11 a.m.
The group is starting up again; all skill levels
welcome.

Access Health CT: Thursday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Have questions about insurance? Turn-
ing 26 and will soon be uninsured? Come in and
speak with Sabrina about enrolling in Access
Health Connecticut Insurance.

Friday Film: Dec. 5, 1 p.m. Flow will be
shown; the movie is rated PG-13.

Chair Yoga: Saturday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m., led by
Karen Gomez. Registration required.

Hebron Holiday: Saturday, Dec. 6, 3-5 p.m.
Celebrate the holidays with a kid’s craft at the

Be prepared, /
not scared.

Considering the number of disasters that have occurred in the past
decade, chances are you'll experience some sort of emergency.
Between school, sports and other activities, chances are you won't

be with your kids when it happens.

Ready.gov/kids has the tools to make preparing easy and even fun,

so your kids can feel...

Go to
www.Ready.gov/kids

and talk to your family today.

library, RHAM choir, Santa on the firetruck and
the lighting of the Christmas Tree in front of the
Old Town Hall.

Children: Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5
p.m. All kids are invited to come build some
Lego creations.

Storytimes: Every Tuesday and Thursday
mornings at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages
15 months to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared
to ages 3-5 years old as we learn letters, numbers
and colors. Siblings are always welcome at either
session.

PJ Storytime: Every first and third Tuesday
of the month at 6 p.m.

Artist to Share
Vibrancy At Local Librar

The Hebron Creative Collective will proudly
present resident Judith Podell’s colorful work at
the Douglas Library during the show opening
on Dec. 3.

Podell’s paintings, which exude bright colors
in the form of flowers, will be showcased for all
of December.

The event is free and light refreshments are
hoped to be served.

* Housing Bill, cont. from page 1

tial developments, to the bill’s stipulations re-
quiring towns to provide services for residents
experiencing homelessness, including portable
showers and restrictions on what the bill deems
“hostile architecture,” such as benches with
armrests that prevent people from using them
to lie down.

Leon spoke in favor of the housing bill, and
against the resolution to oppose it.

“Connecticut faces one of the most severe
housing shortages in the country;” she said. “We
[have to] address this problem; we can't just
keep putting it off into the future”

Leon added that she believed that “it doesn't
matter what resolution we pass here, the gover-
nor is signing this bill”

“I look at this [bill] as an opportunity for us
to work together as a community and develop
plans that work for East Hampton,” she said.

Leon also defended the language in the bill
that related to the homeless community.

“Our homeless population is growing,” she
said. “Providing showers to people gives them
an opportunity to have good hygiene, and be
better prepared to go a possible job interview.”

Leon mentioned that, as political director
for the Connecticut AFL-CIO, she worked in
the capitol, and was familiar with the goings on
there. She said it was clear to her that the bill
was going to be signed.

She also argued the bill was not, in her eyes,
as onerous as others were portraying it.

“Towns already perform these functions.
We're already required to have housing plans,’
she said, adding that she did not read this bill as
saying that local planning and zoning would be
completely cut out of the development process.

At this point, Hintz leapt at the chance to
go after Leon’s campaign funding from labor
groups and her ties to Hartford, pointing out
that the governor had attended some of her
fundraisers during the campaign. Leon said she
didn’t believe campaign contributions had any
bearing on her decision to support the bill.

“People supported me because they know
how I stand on issues and I'm not going to back
down on how I stand on issues,” she said. “If
you've known me, you know where I stand the
majority of my adult life on the issues, and that
has not changed”

She also noted that it was typical for state-lev-
el officials to support local candidates in their
party, and said that under previous Republican
administrations, Republicans at the state level
had also supported local candidates.

Markham cut in and warned Hintz that he
was “stretching it” and “making personal at-
tacks.”

In the end, the two council members, who
were seated next to each other, came to a rela-
tively peaceful conclusion.

“I think were going to agree to disagree,” said
Hintz.

“We can agree to disagree,” agreed Leon.

Republican council member Tim Feegel said
that many of Hintz’s points resonated with him,
particularly when it came to concerns over in-
frastructure requirements (including sewers)
and the impact of new development on schools
and even the fire department.

“We all want to keep our little town like it is,”
said Feegel, “and I know it’s growing. No doubt
about it, we're going to have to accept some of
this, but we also like to have something that’s
going to fit more into this town” than what he
described as “cookie cutter” developments.

Council member Richard Knotek, a Demo-
crat, said, “I think perhaps this legislation isn’t
as bad as some people think, nor do I think it’s
as good as some people may think?”

Knotek said the bill was complicated and had
alot of components. He advocated getting input

Bo, 2 yrs, is a gente giant
who clearly wants love and
attention, but he’s uncertain,
as if he doesn quite believe he’s
entitled to such kindness. In the
strangeness of the shelter, he’s
less interested in playing than in
being petted and fussed over .
We're not certain how Bo would
be living with other cats. He has
been fine with other respectful
cats at the shelter, so it’s possible
that he would be fine living
with a calm, respectful cat. But

we think he'd probably enjoy having his people all to himself.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

FOR MORE INFO ON ADOPTING CATS 0rR DOGS, cALL 860-569-0722 @@
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722 OL

@ Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization,
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

from the town planner to better understand the
ramifications of the legislation on East Hamp-
ton.

“I frankly am not in favor of legislation that I
don’t fully understand,” he added, but noted that
he agreed that the state had a housing crisis that
required action.

Markham said he wasn’t opposed to the bill
because he saw it as an opportunity.

“I look at this as an economic incentive bill,
and something vital for the state of Connecticut
in the future. Without adequate housing, with-
out safe and modern housing, many of our citi-
zens are not going to succeed and many of our
businesses are going to go out of business.”

In the end, the council tied with a 3-3 vote
on the resolution opposing the housing bill -
with Hintz, Feegel and Knotek voting for it, and
Markham, Leon and Solomon voting against it.
Four votes would have been required to adopt
the resolution, so it did not pass.

Council member Karen Wanat, a Democrat,
was not present for the meeting due to a sched-
uling conflict. In an email to the Rivereast, she
said she was not asked for her availability be-
fore the meeting, and was given only 24 hours’
notice. She was directing a group of young stu-
dents in a theatre production and said she im-
mediately notified the council of her conflict.

Wanat had made clear her opposition to the
bill, sharing with the Rivereast a letter she wrote
to the governor the week prior urging him to
veto the bill.

Hintz said he believed that if all members
of the council had been present, the resolution
would have passed.

“Unfortunately;” he said, “the scheduling of
the meeting was a challenge”

Going forward, both Hintz and Leon said in
phone calls that they believed that the impend-
ing signing of HB 8002 meant that there would
be a need for further discussion at the town
level, but they took that to mean very different
things.

Hintz said he hoped to organize with other
town governments to put pressure on the gov-
ernor and the state, and that he foresaw poten-
tial future court challenges to this bill. He also
said that he thought taxpayers would have the
opportunity to “vote down” any specific items
required by the legislation at the town level.

Leon, on the other hand, said she hoped the
legislation would be an opportunity for the
town to tap into state-level incentives, and she
thought the planning should start soon.

“We should begin now sooner rather than
later;” she said, adding that she thought the
town should launch a “a task force or a com-
mission” where citizens work together with the
town planner to figure out how to maximize the
benefits.

“You [can] come up with a plan,” she said,
“but it takes collaboration. It doesn’t take sitting
at a table and just yelling at each other or bash-
ing people”

Wanat said that, while she continued to have
concerns, she realized the bill would likely be
signed and the town would need to proceed ac-
cordingly.

“With the likely approval of HB 8002, she
wrote, “East Hampton must take a proactive ap-
proach to protecting our small-town character,
natural resources, and infrastructure while lis-
tening closely to resident concerns.”

She advocated for the town to continue revis-
ing its Plan of Conservation and Development
and said she hoped to “identify ways to comply
with state planning requirements while preserv-
ing East Hampton’s small-town feel,” including
identifying areas where “modest growth could
occur without environmental or infrastructure
strain”

Hi, I'm Cyrus! I am a 4 month
old purebred Havanese. I
currently weigh 7lbs (I think I
may be afproximately 14lbs full
ghown!). ‘m still learning about
the big world, but am an active,
mischievous, and adventurous guy
who wants to get out and about
with you! I don't know too much
about a leash and harness yet, but
I am doing my best and enjoy
taking in every smell, sight, and
discovery outside. I am a smart
boy and'am doing well with my housetraining too! I previously
lived with and currently live with other small dogs in my foster
home and would not mind sharing my space with another
dog or two. Gentle children 6 years of age and older are in my
wheelhouse as well!
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East Hampton Colchester East Hampton ;seﬁ li‘ﬂé la‘l’)id feade}? Sh; aLSO lbkelgnged tﬁ the
: : ook Club, even though she liked to pick out
Pat_r1ck S'.Alello Sharon DOI‘OthY Canny . erl am Eng her own books, John Grisham being her favorite
Patrick S. Aiello, 36, Sharon Dorothy Miriam Mim” == author

of East Hampton, passed
away Thursday, Nov. 20.
Born Dec. 28, 1988 in
Hartford, he was the son !
of Robert Aiello and the =
late Rosemary (Feeney) ™
Aiello of East Hampton. |

Patrick was a 2007 fi
graduate of East Hamp- |
ton High School and had
been a parishioner of St. =
Patrick Church. Besides his father, Patrick is
survived by his brothers and their wives, Mat-
thew and Kara Aiello of East Hampton and
Daniel and Jezinia Aiello of East Hampton;
along with his three nephews and his niece Ian,
Nathan, Julian and Lailah.

Funeral services will be private at the con-
venience of the family and burial will be in the
family plot in Lake View Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please send a donation in
Patrick’s honor to shatterproof @ www.shatter-
proof.org.

To leave online condolences please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
John Frederlck Riley

It is with a heavy heart p
that we announce the
passing of John Frederick
Riley, who passed peace-
fully at his home on Satur-
day, Nov. 22, surrounded
by his family.

John was born March
4, 1942 to Richard and
Jean Riley. John was the '
middle child with an old-
er and younger sister, Pat
and Sue. They loved him in life and will miss
him dearly in death.

John served his country in the Navy and Re-
serves for five years and during that time he met
the love of his life and future wife, Linda L. La-
Rochelle. They spent over 40 years together and
even in passing in 2004, John continued to love
his wife as much as the day they were married.
He never remarried, always looking forward to
the day they would be together again.

John worked for more than 32 years at Pratt &
Whitney and retired in the early ‘90s.

In 1982, he and Linda were invited to stay at
their close friends summer cottage in Phipps-
burg, Maine. They fell in love with the town and
the people and from that moment until 2019
John spent every summer at the cottage, he and
Linda purchased together in that small Maine
town. They made friends with people that be-
came family to both of them.

John and Linda’s Phippsburg family was an
intricate part of their lives and will forever be
their daughter’s family too.

John leaves behind his daughter, Darcy and
grandchildren Joshua and Emily (of whom he
is so incredibly proud); his sisters, Pat and Sue,
nephew David and nieces Karen and Debbie.

There will be a private memorial for John at
the discretion of the family to be held in memo-
ry of John in both Connecticut and Maine.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments « Markers « Mausoleums

10% OFF
any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any
other offer. Certain sizes on certain

products. Expires 12/31/25.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering « Pet Markers
Duplicate Work « Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available’
Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties’
Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!
402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200
231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744
366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com
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(Welch) Canny passed
away Monday, Nov. 17,
at Colebrook Village in
Hebron, where she made
her home for the past five
years. She was the beloved
wife of the late Robert J.
Canny. I\

Sharon was born in
Chicago on March 31, ‘
1935, the only child of
the late George and Dorothy Hicks Welch. She
was educated at Catholic schools in Chicago
and New York and received her BA at St. Joseph
College in West Hartford. She went on to earn
her MA in library services from Catholic Uni-
versity, and her lifelong passion was to bring the
gift of reading to people of all ages and abilities.

A woman of faith and a devout and lifelong
Catholic, Sharon entered the Sisters of Mercy
in 1957 and taught in elementary schools and
at Lauralton Hall High School as well as sum-
mer courses at her alma mater, St. Joseph Col-
lege. For 14 years, Sharon served as librarian
and a teacher of religion and English at Mercy
High School in Middletown. At Mercy she was
known and loved for directing Drama Club and
Children’s Theatre productions and the Mercy/
Xavier musicals. Following that, Sharon served
as pastoral associate at Notre Dame Parish in
Durham.

In 1978, Sharon followed a new calling and
married Bob, who was the executive director
of Hospice Care in Rhode Island. During that
time, Sharon was hired by the Dever School in
Taunton, Mass., to establish a library for adults
with intellectual disabilities, one of her proudest
accomplishments. She went on to serve as chil-
dren’s librarian in North Smithfield, R.L.

Following Bob’s passing in 1987, Sharon
moved back to Connecticut, where she enjoyed
meeting and spending time with her neighbors
and friends in Colchester, especially “the girls”
on Fairway Drive, and at Colebrook Village.
She was a very active parishioner and Eucharis-
tic Minister at the Church of the Holy Family
in Hebron. Sharon also found community at
Glastonbury Abbey in Hingham, MA where she
became an Oblate, faithfully made retreats and
enjoyed many trips.

Always a lady, gracious and well-dressed,
Sharon enjoyed reading, theatre, shopping and
especially a glass of wine and a good meal with
friends.

Sharon leaves behind her closest and dear
friend, Sr. Patricia McKeon, RSM, and mem-
bers of the Canny Family. Sharon had a special
gift for making and keeping in touch with good
friends at every stage of her life. Lifelong friends
who were like family include Sr. Maryanne
Malasics, RSM, Walda Woods, Sally Bailey and
Rod Reck and his late wife Judy.

Many thanks to those who supported Sha-
ron over the years and especially during her fi-
nal days, including Madelyn Starkey, the entire
staff, caregivers and residents of Colebrook and
the staff of Compassus Hospice.

Sharon’s funeral service was held Tuesday,
Nov. 25, at the Church of the Holy Family, 185
Church St., Amston. Visitation took place at the
church that morning. A reception at the church
followed the funeral. Burial was private.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to Glastonbury Abbey, 16 Hull Street, Hingham
MA 02043 or the Residents’ Happy Hour Fund
at Colebrook Village, 55 John E. Horton Bou-
levard, Hebron, CT 06248, or a charity of your
choice.

Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home in Colches-
ter is in charge of arrangements.

(Seamon) Ewing, 89, of
East Hampton, and Port
Charlotte, Fla., passed
away peacefully Wednes-
day, Nov. 19, at home. She
was the widow of the late
John K. Ewing, who pre-
deceased her in 2002.

She leaves behind her !
son and daughter-in-law,
Christopher and JoAnn
Ewing of East Hampton, with whom she made
her home. More importantly to her, she was
“Gram” to her two grandchildren, Colleen Ew-
ing of East Hampton and Brian Ewing of Pres-
ton. She was predeceased by her daughter Deb-
orah Ewing in 1983.

She also leaves behind her sister, Brenda En-
dicott and her partner Clyde Young of Freeport,
Maine; her brother-in-law, David “Donnie”
Vale of South Windsor; her sister in-law, Dawn
Seamon of Buxton, Maine, and Hernando
Beach, Fla.; and her sister-in-law, Sylvia Ewing
of Youngsville N.C.; as well as many nieces and
nephews she loved very much.

She was predeceased by nine of her siblings
and their spouses. They include Arlene (Palm-
er) Brimigian, Erma (Joseph) Grimaldi, Eleanor
(Fred) Adams, Orland “Bub” (Lois) Seamon, Al-
ton “Babe” Seamon, Laura Weber, Althea (Rich-
ard) Hoisington, Alice Vale, Leon Seamon, and
her brother-in-law James “Jim” Ewing. She was
also predeceased by nieces Cheryl “Cherry” De-
shaies, Julie Seamon, Alta Seamon, and neph-
ews Kevin Adams and Lyle Seamon.

Miriam was born in Jay, Maine, on Christmas
Eve in 1935; she was always annoyed by the fact
that growing up, she only received one present a
year for Christmas AND her birthday. She was
the 8th of 11 children born to her parents, the
late Twining and Nettie Seamon. She cherished
growing up in a large, close-knit family. Life on
the “Farm” in Maine revolved around her sis-
ters, brothers, and her many nieces and neph-
ews, with the farmhouse being the gathering
place for the family’s activities.

After graduating from Jay High School, she
moved to Connecticut, where she met John at
a dance at the Polish National Home in Hart-
ford. After their marriage in 1956, they lived in
Wilson before moving into the home they built
in New Hartford in 1962. There, they raised a
family before retiring to Florida in 1996.

For many years, she worked at Eddie’s Lun-
cheonette in Winsted, and also became a li-
censed real estate agent. She also had her own
residential cleaning service for almost 15 years
before her retirement.

After her husband’s passing in 2002, she con-
tinued to work on making the home they had
recently built what they had planned on be-
cause, as she always said, she and John were a
team, and she was going to finish what they had
started together. She loved her life in Florida.
One of her favorite pastimes was watching her
Monarch butterflies hatch in the garden she
planted for this purpose. Her friend Claudia
dubbed her the “Monarch Midwife” She en-
tertained often and enjoyed visits with family
and friends over the years during the winters in
Florida. She stayed busy, becoming a classroom
volunteer in a local elementary school. She and
her best friend Hannah volunteered with Meals
on Wheels for several years as well.

Even after suffering a stroke in 2020 and
moving in with her family in East Hampton,
she continued to enjoy returning to her Flori-
da home and seeing the friends she had made
there. Mim also became involved in the East
Hampton Senior Center, where she was proud
to volunteer with the meal program at the Cen-
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Benefits Are
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% ANIMALS

Extraordinary Benefits:
You'll feel really, really good! g
You'll meet delightful dogs, Slnce I 982
fabulous felines, and some

pretty special humans, too!
Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:
East Hampton &
Wethersfield facilities -
Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization
East Hartford facility -
Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical &
placement teams

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
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-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no
more than a family can afford.”
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Special thanks go out to the staff at the East
Hampton Senior Center, especially Kecia, Cin-
dy, and Melissa. Mim’s family would also like to
thank the other participants at the East Hamp-
ton Senior Center who welcomed her to the
center openly and warmly.

Per her wishes, no formal services will be
held; only a private remembrance with her im-
mediate family. A celebration of her life will be
held in Maine at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, a donation in her memory
can be made to the East Hampton Senior Cen-
ter, 105 Main St., East Hampton, CT 06424.

Colchester

Todd Andrew Charleb01s

Todd Andrew Char-
lebois, of Colchester,
passed away at home
early Wednesday morn-
ing, Nov. 19. He was 32
years old. Todd was born
in Middletown on July
16, 1993. He was a son
of Timothy Charlebois of
Middletown and the late
Terri (Erdos) Charlebois.

Todd married Ashya
Lineberry on Aug. 25, 2019. The couple settled
in Colchester where they made their home and
raised their family.

Todd was a self-employed arborist, owning
and operating Todd’s Tree Service. He enjoyed
drag racing at the Lebanon Valley, N.Y., Drag-
way. Most of his favorite memories were made
while camping with his family.

He will be sadly missed by all who knew him,
especially his wife, Ashya; young sons, Todd
A. Jr. “TT” and Tegan Charlebois; an honorary
daughter, Maddie Kuritz of Salem; grandpar-
ents, Nancy and Lamont Charlebois of North
Carolina; brothers, Jeffrey and Tyler Charlebois,
both of Middletown; and many extended family
members and friends.

A celebration of life service will be held at a
later date to be announced.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share
a story of Todd, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester

Susan R. Gunas

Susan R. Gunas, 83, be-
loved wife of David L. Gu-
nas Sr. of Colchester, for-
merly of Hebron, passed
away peacefully Monday,
Nov. 17, at home, with her
loving family by her side.
Susan was born March 4,
1942, in Marlboro, Mass.,
daughter of the late Hen-
ry C. Ricker and Thelma
Mae (Lyon) Ricker.

Susan was born into a deeply musical, har-
monizing family. In 1958, she joined her older
sister, Trudy Holden McNamee, singing with
the Marlboro Chapter Sweet Adelines in Massa-
chusetts. Her brother, Henry Ricker, won mul-
tiple international gold medals over the years
with his chorus, the Alexandria Harmonizers of
Virginia.

In 1962, Susan married David L. Gunas and
moved to Manchester, where she joyfully sang
for Vincent Zito and the Mountain Laurel Cho-
rus. She later joined SONE in Bloomfield, CT,
and in 1990, her daughter Heidi Adam joined
her as well. Susan sang in several champion-
ship quartets over the years, even competing at
Carnegie Hall in New York.

In 1999, she became a founding member of
Millennium Magic Chorus, where she earned
two international gold medals and one inter-
national silver medal. With her dual chorus,
Farmington Valley Chorus of Simsbury, she also
earned an international bronze medal. A special
highlight of her singing career was performing
in the quartet Reminisce with Heidi Adam, Lor-
raine Rochefort, and Patricia Graber - 10 won-
derful years together, filled with music, friend-
ship, and memories.

Through her 67 years as a Sweet Adeline, Su-
san did it all. She had an extraordinary ear for
harmony, sang all four parts over the decades,
and helped build Millennium Magic from its
earliest days. What a life — and what a legacy.

While raising their four children on the fam-
ily farm, in Hebron, Susan ran the Hebron Little
League Snack Shack and supported every mu-

See More Obits, page 32
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RHAM Middle School has announced its
honor roll for the first quarter of the 2025-26
school year.

Eighth Grade

High Honors: Olivia Aker, Kaitlyn Elise Ar-
cari, Tatiana Juliette Arguello, Ty Joseph Ask-
lar, Charlotte Grace Badeau, Delilah Beaulieu,
Scarlet Beaulieu, Anna Mae Bech, Aria Marie
Ben-David, Carley Boisvert, Hilary Leah Bo-
ris, Keegan William Bove, Cora Michele Braim,
Morgan Elizabeth Bronzi, Anthony Joseph Bus-
by, Analise Rose Ciotola, Andrew David Clif-
ton, Orus Reid Cofhield, Olyvia Darlene Corm-
ier, Coen Christopher Cramer, Morgan Anne
Czepiel, Victoria Isabella Daley, Noah Michael
Dawidczyk, William Wade DeCesare, Amelia
Dunnells, Calleigh Dunnells, Gina Rhine Duva,
Livia Mei Eng, Olivia Josephine Erba, Tan-
ner Russell Flynn, Nolan Eliot Gentile, Elijah
Kimball Greenhouse, Winston Greve, Zach-
ary Everett Griswold, Aniela Marie Grzywacz,
Adalyn Gutierrez, Loretta Grace Heinen, Ryan
Walter Klemonski, Gavin Elliott Knight, Mia
Sarah Edith Kursawe, Frederick William Lam-
mey, Edwina Liu, Elodie Florence Lizarraga,
Harper Loiselle, Julie Anna Manning, Juliette
Nicole McDonald, Sophie Elizabeth McDonald,
Emma Grace McKenna, Rory Miller, Carter Da-
vid Nelson, Arion James Rodriguez, Jack Joseph
Salvas, Olivia Rita Schleicher, Robert Schram,
Kensley Addison Schultz, Madison Catherine
Scott, Claire Collins Seipt, Margaux Paulette
Stanton, Parker Ehrich Steinmetz, Harrison
Jeremy Stock, Avery Marie Suroviak, Emma

RHAM High School has announced its honor
roll for the first quarter of the 2025-26 school
year.

Grade 12

High Honors: Brianna Isis Adu-Poku, Mead-
ow Katherine Mayer Banta, Finn Vincent James
Blake, Aubrey Elizabeth Brainard, Natalie Joyce
Costello, Brenna Grace D’Amico, Harley Antho-
ny Emmons, Fiona Alexa Evans, Douglas Clark
Fellman, Liam Patrick Galligan, Logan Reed
Giannelli, Nicole Lynn Goldstein, Julia Kaylee
Gorborino, Clara Charlotte Grove, Ella Maria
Hatzikostas, Cameron Jacques, Brayden Wil-
liam Kelly,Tate Catherine Knox-Silvia, Turner
William Knox-Silvia, Nina Rose Krawczyk, Isa-
belle Grace Kreamer, Alexander Jacoby Kusher,
Aria Rae Lagace, Zoe Eve Lisee, Kenna Alice
MacDonald, Aidan Miville McDonald, Christo-
pher Jayden Medina, Emerson Claire Melquist,
Emily Kay Migliaro, Reese Payton Montstream,
Abigail Lillian Nalette;

Carmela Rosina Orfitelli, Ryan Victoria Pa-
gani, Reegan Leigh Panico, Sophia Elyse Per-
kins, Jake Brooks Pinkham, Roger P. Pryor,
Brianna Esther Rivera, Landon Thomas Roy,
Isabelle M Sobieralski, Madelyn Elizabeth Stew-
art, Talula Sarah Stomberg, Eli Joshua Strecker,
Conor Drinan Sullivan, Emily Grace Suroviak,
Emma Anne Sweet, Olivia Louise Talaga, Liam
Michael Tarallo, Anna Michelle Tartaglione, Ju-
lia Kathryn Teodosio, Justin R. Tyrol, Aimee L.
Viele, Kimee L. Viele, Makayla Taylor Walker,
Joshua Bergeron Warren, Marina Anne Wood,
Dylan Jacob Young, Cecilia Ann Zito.

Honors: Paolo Nicholas Abrantes, Tsukasa
Acevedo, Loghan Charles Jordan Aguiar, Zoe
Brynn Albert, Gabrien Ryker Allis, Brooke
Victoria Arcari, Giovanni Louis Assunto, Ellie
Grace Ballard, Grayson William Bell, Hailey
Mychael Bergeron, Hunter John Billings, Ethan
Patrick Boisvert, Emily Ann Brauer, Maxwell
M. Brophy, Cayden James Caplette, Gianna Jo-
sephine Catania, Alejandro William Chalfant,
Carly A. Charron, Isabelle Elena Chaves, Av-
ery Dawn Christmas, Emily Rachel Churchill,
Kamora Cheyanne Josephine Ciarrocchi, Vic-
toria Ciesla, Neyda Gabriela Coya-Araoz, Jack-
son Prior Custer, Maeve Ellen DeDonato, Jake
Benedict DellaRocco, Allison DiBuono-Lemke,
Justin Noah Dooley, Patrick Jeremiah Dowd,
Seth Dunko, Audrey Lee Eckert, Daniel Noel
Eshoo, Luke Alexander Farrington, Anthony
P. Fuschino, Daren Thomas Gagnon, Owen
Sherman Garner, Isabel Gavrish, Alexander Ed-
mund Giaccone, Brooke Lauren Gorgone, Jake
Nixon Guerriero, Kaitlin Jane Hobin;

RosaLee Kelly, William Worthington Kemp,
Alondra Carmina King, Rebecca Lynne King,
Brody Ryan Kokofski, Mason Kevin Kompan-
ik, Alexander David Kowalski, Aidan James
Landry, Jason Daniel Larkin-Colon, Daniel An-
dres Mantilla, Addison Rae Mike, Julian David
Monroe, Grace Madison Moulton, Riley Madi-
son Mounds, Max Obey, Lucian Giuseppe Pa-
onessa, Katryna Nichole Paul, Alexander James
Peeling, Honorah Grace Plourde, Zachary Isaac
Pugliese, Olivia Sky Ray, Lindsay Rayman, Da-
vid Scott Reed, Paige Willow Rosa, William
Everett Ryan, Aiden Michael Sackett, Kaylee

Middle School Honor Roll

Tarkington, Peyton Marie Tipping, Max Wang,
Calen Darryl Wilansky, William Winne, Luke
Asher Ziegwied.

Honors: Celia Evelyn Bartolotta, Albert
Joseph Bejoy, Nikolai Joseph Bernard, Riley
Irene Bourque, Jayden Emily Butler, Francesca
Casella, Jameson John Cezus, Mariella Teresa
Chaves, Evelyn Mae Coffield, Jonaya Delilah
Correa, Quinn Eliza Crowley, Milayna Tess-
Sovath Daley, Ziva Alexandria Desaulniers,
Andrew Elijah Doll-Wright, Nicholas Donegal,
Lilly Elizabeth Dwyer-Fowler, Elijah Matthew
Gagliardi, Oliver Gatto, Jarrod  Anthony
Grant, Dennis Matthew Guyette, Lyla Hassan,
Cian Peter Hurley, Rubi Lianna Infantas, Sara
Irani, Eleanor Kathryn Isleib, Seamus P. Kelly,
Chloe Sofia King, Aubree Lynee Lichaj, Maia
Elizabeth Long, Isabella Maria Lopez, Jayla
Aldene Lotring, Adriel Aydan Lozada, Gar-
rett Ryan Manchester, Rena Marasiotis, Pres-
ton May, Katelyn Aubrey McGeough, Adam
Henry McGuire, Carter McHugh, Daulton Jack
McLaughlin, Delaney Elizabeth Melquist, Juli-
ana Andrea Mendoza, Lydia Rae Merritt, Julia
Moore, Sophie Consuelo Ochoa, Grant Na-
than Olin, Shayne Isolino Pagani, Giuliana R.
Pansini, Camille Avery Pape, Jackson Robert
Paragone, Collins Michael Price, Alexis Rivera,
Jadiel Savi Rodriguez, Sophia Noelle Rodriguez,
Lucas John Ryan, Michael Daniel Scibek, Sky-
lar A. Scott, Mason Michael Silva, Amelia Jane
Smith, Brady Vedder Sullivan, Trystan William
Therrien, Jacklynn Alexandra Tyler, Paris Belle
VanMeter, Zoey Lynn Villarreal, Jacob Matthew

Webb, Shea Rouleau Williams, Ixora Wood-
bridge.
Seventh Grade

High Honors: Elena Veronica Accomazzo,
Sara Safiya Almoor, Aedan Barrett, Avery No-
elle Bataille, Alaina Grace Bednarz, Cameron
Allyson Bell, Lincoln C. Bister, Hunter Black-
man, Kylie Boris, Evelyn Wallace Bronzi, Ry-
lan Maxfield Burlingham, Sophie Lynn Bush,
Thomas Richard Case, Emily Winton Coftey,
Alex Congdon, Avery Grace Cooney, Kaiden
Decaro, Madeline Helen DeCesare, Karina
Anne DeGemmis, Ella Mary Edele, Meghan
Lombard England, Adalene Louise Furphy,
Aria Grace Fuss, Kinsley Harlow Guidicelli,
Jack Paul Gustafson, Evaleen Madison Hart, So-
phia Faith Kauffman, Camden Brancard Keane,
Blake Christopher Kjellquist, Elizabeth Grace
Ladabouche, Theodore Apollo Lotko, Juliet E
Mastronunzio, Karina Cenit Mirabal, Teagan
Ann Monge, Arianna Rose Palermo, Hannah
Caitlyn Pendarvis, Ayden William Perez, Jayden
William Perez, Sophia Raasumaa Boots, June
Rosalie Ranta, Autumn Louise Rivers, James
Sementa, Addison Finley Sherry, Cameron
James Smith, Myla Joyce Totten, Harper Marie
Vargo, Arthur Alexander Voronkov, Brayden
Scott Warriner, Kyla Eva Wolfe, Morgan Grace
Zelinsky.

Honors: Benjamin Ryan Abrahamson, Abi-
gail Elizabeth Lee Ammermann, Filip Bal,
Brayden Banks, Isabelle Hope Bastarache,
Matthew P. Benedetto, Ian Joseph Billiel, Kole
Hunter Boehm, Gianna Ione Bogue, Cameron

High School Honor Roll

Nicole Sandhu, Jason Robert Schadtle-Cham-
pagne, Vaughan Houston Scorso, Abigail Eliza-
beth Simao, Alexandra Slyk, Clara Rose Sudol,
Jordan Watson Summerer, Michael Christopher
Thatford, Brady William Topulos, Helena Au-
gust Turk, Blake Raymond VanNostrand, Jacob
Geoffrey Viniconis, Roland David Webb, Mad-
eleine Mae Weinsteiger, Meredith Emilia Weir,
Zachary Quinn Wilkie, Adriel Omar Wilson,
Alexander Maciej Wolski, Lillian Aimee Worth-
en, Gianni Alexander Wursthorn, Daniel Peter
Yeomans, Lilah Zern.
Grade 11

High Honors: Alexa Lauren Bech, Kaden
Henry Besade, Caleb Matthew Billiel, Rian
Grace Calhoun, Brendan M. Connolly, Justin
Espinosa, Candice Rose Fago, Addison May
Garner, Jacob S. Jarosz-Fenn, Edward Liu, Jo-
seph Robert Mangiafico, Chase J. McLaughlin,
Kacper Mlodzianowski, Charlotte Jean Moore,
Yeziel Morales, Bethany Faith Pedro, Leala Vi-
oleta Pelletier, Jordan West Pinkham, Robert
John Sanders, Elizabeth Ann Sementa, Reagan
Marie Stanford, Vivienne Marie Stomberg,
Kelise Elizabeth Townsend, Liam James Tresser,
Justin Thomas Verrastro, Brody Charles Wal-
lace.

Honors: Yousef Ahmed, Lainey Eliza-
beth Asklar, Alexander Thomas Ayer, Isabella
Mae Bangham, Derek Edward Barone, Zaira
Margaret Bejoy, Julia Benedetto, Sara Angela
Braunwart, Daniel Foote Bronzi, Lucas Alex-
ander Butts, Olivia Vilas Chicoine, Silas Brian
Clifton, Leah Madison Danaher, Samantha No-
elle DeGray, Danika Jolie Dei, Evan Thomas
Denizkurt, Braeden Driscoll Devine, Dara-
reaksmey Sirius Disher, Khloe Jade Dronzank,
Areannah Wynter Erazo, Ian Robert Fagan, Ty-
ler Farrelly, Victoria Mychelle Fernandez, Tier-
nan Adams Fitzsimmons, Brody S. Foley, Julia
Caroline Fournier, Liana Elizabeth Fox, Daniel
Thomas Gagnon, Rylie Kayla Garafolo, Gavin
Wade Gentile, Alexander Francisco Ghirlanda,
Hailey Jennifer Golaszewski, Jackson David
Goyette, Joshua Matthew Guay, Douglas Haley,
Mark Charles Hall, Mia Elizabeth Hall, Brody
Anton Harl, Payton Henderson, Lucas Connel
Hester, Michela Hines, Preston Jeftrey Isleib, Li-
lah Mae Jacques, Zachary Nelson Juliani;

Kaylee Mae Kauffman, Avery Lynn Kelly,
Riley Alexander Kischell, James David Knox,
Marley Summer Koelling, Rebecca Bridget
Koonankeil, Cally Juel Kopp, Addison Lee
Krynick, Dennis John Lawrence, Addison Eliz-
abeth Lemieux, Shaelie Evelyn Lowell, Morgan
Elizabeth McCarthy, Quinn Terrance William
McCarthy, Abigail K. Micklich, Reilly Geneva
Ming, Ava Moore, Benjamin Aiden Morrissey,
Juliet Elizabeth Neale, Ella-May Owens, Victo-
ria Paslavska, Jazlyn Michele Pendleton, Leah
Petro, Laura Pineda, Nathen Ramos, Riel Luis
Ramos, Shannon Mary Ellen Regan, Logan
Kenneth Roulier, Kevin Daniel Schadtle, Zach-
ary Scott, Ashley Madison Shaw, Nathan Daniel
Solloway, Karly Michael Spencer, Shelby Szeps,
Mason Billings Talaga, Jack Tarkington, Lon-
don Olivia Victoria VanMeter, Liam Lincoln
Wallace, Jameson Michael Watts, Rachel Lorien
Waychoff, Jennifer Grace Wheeler, Tate Wil-

son, Tyler R Woods, Olivia Marie Wright, Miles
Nicholas Yorio, Caroline Faith Ziegwied.
Grade 10

High Honors: Seren Grace Akerlind, Nicolas
Andrews Amodeo, Joanna Mae Biggs, Zachary
James Braim, Julia Marie Celona, Skyler Chism,
Collin Brian Cooke, Declan Menashi Dough-
erty, Julia Donna Eddy, Cerys Alexia Ellis,
Rowan England, Avery Sienna Fitzgerald, Lyric
Lily Greenleaf, Damieano Alanzo Ingenito, Ty-
ler James Kern, Taylor Kompanik, Benjamin
Henry Kreamer, Edward Alan Lammey, Alana
Grace Lanford, Owen Antoni Lotko, Madeleine
Rose Lundie, David Louis May, Sophia Nicole
McLeod, Kimberly Rose Reed, Gianna Belle
Reynolds, Alexander Jay Sandberg, Peyton
James Sullivan, Mason Edward Suroviak, Brae-
lyn Young.

Grade 10: Lily Sue Barstis, Krystian Adam
Bazan, Anna Delvina Blackman, Nathan Mi-
chael Boris, Mason Anthony Botti, Griffin
Quinn Bruce Boulet, Elle Lindsey Boutilier,
Kylee Leanne Brauer, Evan James Brooks, Grace
Catherine Chomick, Brady Robert Ciotola, Ma-
bel Maureen Collins, Aiden Alan Cooney, Au-
drey Louise Correia, Nadia Couture, Mason Ol-
ivia Daniels, Emma Darczyn, Charles Quentin
DelLisle, Calvin Joseph Devine, Jack Ira Dough-
erty, Finley Joseph Benjamin Ecott, Charlotte
Egan, Grace Nora Ellis, Alexander Joseph Elo-
maa, Charlotte Elsie Emmons, Romina Grace
Fernandez, Isabel Lucia Fichera, Cameron Mat-
thew Fitzgibbons, Lucas James Fortin, Robert
James Fraulino, Axel Jax Gallagher, Derek Paul
Grzybowski, Leah Marie Haggerty, Elaina Clare
Hulland, Vanessa Chloe Johnson, Annalise Jor-
dan, Jacob Timothy Kane, Wyatt Stasz Kelly,
Trevor King, Haley Marie Kjellquist, Ava Kath-
leen Knox, Zephyr Kowalski, Amy Elizabeth
Kramer, Joseph Matthew Lanford, Ryan Lynn
LaVecchia, Kaelyn Avery Loiselle;

Rebecca Lynn Macierowski, Alyson Elinor
Margaitis, Sydney Ava Mastrocola, Callan Rich-
ard Melquist, Isabella Maria Mendoza, Lily
Marie Meyer, Caleb Montero, Sawyer Haiden
Montstream, Nathaniel Stanley Moorcroft, So-
phie Eva Mota, Olivia Blais Passcantell, Sydney
Sawyer Petit, Addyson Makayla Piacentini, Pat-
rick R. Price, Michael Joseph Przeszlo, Evelette
Rainville, Genevieve Isabelle Romanchuck,
Liam Jefferson Roy, Hayden Joseph Schultz,
John William Tartaglione, Olivia Tsambika Tay-
lor, Brooke Susan Topulos, Ryan Gray Veilleux,
Krysta Lynn Wallace, Nathalie Lunasa Walsh,
Michaela G. Winne, Patrick Ryan Wolfgang,
Justin Piotr Wolski, Emma Claire Wrobel.

Grade Nine

High Honors: Daniel John Abrahamson,
Benjamin Lucas Anderson, Elena Sofia Chalf-
ant, Arianna Rose Choinski, Hailey Madison
Cooney, Carter Davidson, Angela June DeGray,
Noah Paul Ekstowicz, Addison Lena Esposito,
Joshua Andrew Gonsalves, Bryce H. Gower,
Kiana Louise Hinckley, Avery Elizabeth Hol-
zer, Jackson Redfield Howe, McKenna Marie
Kilcollum, Maisey MacDonald LeMay, Kath-
erine Michelle Manthorne, Viviana Marasiotis,
Samantha Rose Maxwell, Giuliana McLaughlin,

Matthew Bordeaux, Giovani Americo Buccino,

Brady Theodore Daniel Carlson, Ayden Lee
Carson, Samuel Ching, Roman A Clavette,

Leo Jack Consolo, Owen Cotter, Kathryn
Marie Davis, Gianna Carol Dei, Elijah Kenyon
Delacruz Case, Madeline DeSorbo, Lydia Di-
ana, Henry Adam Diener, Lily Drown, Jacob
Duchon, Joshua Padmanabhan Fitzgerald, John
Thomas Flahive, Izabella Foster, Kamden Gayle,

Vienna Rose Ghirlanda, Arianna Shea
Gianoni, Davis Gerald Haggerty, Aubree Eliza-
beth Harmon, Madison Herrick, Richard Hills,
William Alan Hills, Tanner Noah Jacques, Pey-
ton Vanessa Jurovaty, Jamison Patrick Kiernan,
Vera Brielle Kluczwski, Jasmine Knowles, Jame-
son Lefebvre, McKenzie Ellen Little, Ellowyne
Loudenback, Seamus Alan Lundie;

Avery Jane Maidment, Autumn Margaitis,
Leah Marie Martel, Kaley Lynn Matson, Finn
Jacob Maturano-Langley, Anna May Monroe,
Jason Patrick Murray, Khloe Lee Noble, Chan-
dler Paquette, Joshua Pasternak, Gianna Grace
Patulak, Colton James Reddington, Eliza Rose
Reynolds, Liam Brennan Rickert, Estelle Riley,
Mason A. Rivera, Santiago Rodriguez, Hunter
Samuel Rondini, Kayla M. Roy, Autumn Ann
Scott, Ethan Reilly Simkowski, Lucy Carol-
beth Sobieralski, Emily St. Rock, Ryder Russell
Strumskas, Nicholas Adam Swagger, Sydney
Marie Szeps, Julia Elise Tartaglione, Aiden Rog-
er Thompson, Sawyer Lynn Thompson, Hunter
Michael Turner, Sebastien Waltz, Kade Matthew
Weeks, Hailey Corinne Wright, Maribelle Ellen
Zuzel.

Lyla Grace Moraga, Fallon Liberty Morganson,
Angelina Mary Morrissette, Heather C. Nich-
olson, Lily Anna Nicholson, Katarina Cor-
nelia Paardenkooper, Claire Probert, Ariana
Olivia Ramos, Edith Elizabeth Ranta, Zachary
Brian Reynolds, Lucas Jackson Roberts, Este-
ban Leandro Sanhueza, Jack Brice Sankovich,
Journey Santana, Kaelyn Grace Schmitt, Ella
Simao, Evelyn Grace Stachowiak, Elizabeth
Lynn Thibeault, Tessa Lyn Wallace, Liliana Rose
Wursthorn, Viola Mae Yorio.

Honors: Levi Ackerman, Olivia Paige Ask-
lar, Olivia Starr Bastarache, Sawyer Lee Bedini,
Derek Henry Besade, Sean David James Blake,
Brianna Nicole Boland, Edward Jax Bona-Dela-
ware, Elizabeth Shelton Breault, Samantha Mae
Buccino, Tyler John Burkhardt, Julia Ciesla,
Ella Grace Clate, Jaclyn Morgan Coffey, An-
drew Congdon, Joshua Dale Conway, Amaya
lyneth Correa, Ryan Porter Costa, Jack Andrew
Cotter, Ian Thomas Cramer, Violet Marie Cur-
ran, Benjamin James Cyr, Anissah-Lynn Soleil
Darius, Samantha Lee Doucette, Henry Philip
Doyle, Gracie Joy Flahive, Kalena Noelle Ga-
gnon, Nathan Michael Giarrusso, Roman Jo-
seph Gonzalez, Dylan Timothy Hall, Michael
Emanuel Hatzikostas, Logan Hurlbut, Anna
Marie Itteilag, Preston Koelling;

Zoey Antoinette Laraia, Alexandra Marie
Lavenburg, Autumn Rosa LeBlanc, Noah Mat-
thew Liebeskind, Anthony Liu, Adelyn Grace
Lloyd, Travis Banks MacDonald, Dylan Ma-
chowski, Juliet Marie Manthorne, Liam Man-
tilla, Giuliana Marino, Violet Kathleen Meyer,
Grant Austin Monroe, Alaina Marie Nubhfer,
Francesca Nicole Orfitelli, Brayden Tyler Pace,
Charlotte Amelia Parks, James Pasternak, Daisy
Talula Patrizz, Nicolas Anthony Peach, Al-
lie Petro, Aubrey Elizabeth Pierini, Eli Samuel
Rawson, Isaac Remington, Carlos Rios, Ben-
jamin Patrick Rivera, Tyler Ruotolo, Makenna
Rusczyk, Charlotte Avis Schreier, Brenya Eliza-
beth Smigala, Sebastian Henry Sobieralski, Ja-
cob Sottile, Adeline Anne Sponzo, Alexis Lib-
erty St. Onge, Isabella Josephine Stipanov, Lucas
John Sulliman, Hunter R. Talcik, Georgie Tay-
lor, Catherine Thatford, Kaelyn Marie Therrien,
Christian Sabre Thomann, Brynley Veilleux,
Emma Katherine Viniconis, Elijah Waltz, Kylie
Wilson, Audrey Elizabeth Wright, Taylor Grace
Wright, Camryn Rose Zelinsky, Rocco Dono-
van Zimmitti.

RHAM Alumni

Soccer Game

Attention all former RHAM boys and
girls soccer players — including graduating
RHAM seniors! The seventh Annual Jim
Fromme Memorial RHAM Alumni Soc-
cer Game will take place at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 29, at Oakwood in Glastonbury.
Drinks and pizza will follow.

If able to attend, email Pam at pamfrom-
mel@gmail.com or call 860-478-0772
to confirm attendance. But if your plans
change at the last minute, just show up!
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sical endeavor her children pursued. Even after
suffering a stroke eight years ago that left her
paralyzed, she remained active and determined.
She folded towels at PerSNIPity, the family hair
salon, knitted beautiful scarves one-handed on
a loom, and created stunning diamond paint-
ings that she loved gifting to others. Anything
involving family—Susan was always at the cen-
ter of it.

Susan is survived by her husband, David, of
63 years of marriage; her four children and their
spouses: Lisa Yopp and her husband Crandall of
Hebron, Heidi Adam and her husband Joseph of
Glastonbury, David Gunas Jr. of Hebron, and Ja-
son Gunas of Tennessee; her brother, Henry C.
Ricker Jr. of Virginia; her grandchildren, Suzi,
Rob, CJ, Tom, Taylor, David, Raegan, Jada, Cic-
elea, Brittany, Jason and Joshua; and her great-
grandchildren Lily, Pierce, Paxton, Grayson,
Scarlett, Wyatt, Sawyer (arriving soon), Franco,
Julian, Cristian, and Aria; as well as many cous-
ins, nieces, nephews, and dear friends.

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her sister, Gertrude Holden McNamee.

A celebration of Susan’s life will be held at a
later date.

Colchester
Thomas R. Garrity, Jr.

A

4

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the
passing of one of the greatest, Thomas R. Garri-
ty, Jr. He battled with cancer towards the end of
his life and passed away peacefully at home sur-
rounded by his loved ones on Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Tom was born July 30th and raised in the
south end of Hartford to the late Thomas R.
Garrity, Sr. and Lillian “Loretta” Garrity.

Tom was a wealth of knowledge stemming
from his time in the U.S. Navy, HFD, U.S. Postal

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the fol-
lowing action at their Meeting, which was held on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025 at 7:00pm on the following:

Petition 2025-22 — Petition of Proud Light, LLC for Special
Permit for the sale of open alcoholic beverages at a miniature
golf course in accordance with Section 5.0.1 at 290 Church
Street, Neighborhood Convenience District. Approved, with
conditions.

The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link:
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/8064c8340a7f9541973f

93e84e80c5faeah92a9fceadsc92d0d174adeaa3f629
1TB 11/28

Service, and with his career as a sales rep for
marine engines and boat sales at Dipietro Kay,
who then became a second family.

From the time Tom was a kid he was always
involved in sports, which trickled down to his
kids, with hockey being his favorite. Later in
life, golf became a sport he excelled in, which
many took advice from him in. Tom had a great
passion for cooking, which dubbed the house-
hold name “Garrity Gourmet” From his home-
made pizzas, pig roasts to all the holiday dinners
with feasts of seafood. He did this with his own
flair which was always outstanding.

Tom excelled in anything he did, whether it
was working on his race cars which he shared
this passion with his brother who also raced. A
few big passions of his were boating and deep-
sea fishing. Many knew that when you went out
fishing with Tommy, you would be catching fish,
and big ones at times. Tom was also an extra in
the movie Grease, a story he shared with many.

Tom’s smile, striking blue eyes, knowledge,
drive and his genuine heart will be missed by
SO many.

Tom’s family and friends were the light of his
life; he was so proud of the life and family he
established.

Tom was predeceased by his sister and broth-
er-in-law, Risa and Robert Berens; mother-in-
law, Elizabeth Foley Michalik.

Tom leaves behind his beloved wife, Monica
(Michalik) Garrity, daughter and son, Stephanie
and Anthony of Colchester, their family dog
Lilly Elizabeth brother, Scott Garrity (Molly)
of Florida, father-in-law, Walter E Michalik
(Lynn Wamester), sister-in-law, Linda Parady
& family, Lisa Parady, Adam Moore, Eric & Ju-
lia Parady, sister-in-law, Cindy & Dr. Quirico
Torres of Texas & family, Amy Torres & Marc
Devens, Matthew, Hannah & Rylee Torres,
brother-in-law Peter & Carole Michalik & fam-
ily, Noelle, Elijah, Eva & Kyle Whalen, Helena.
A special niece, Krista Berens Kelly, husband,
Mike and their daughter, Kristina, and special
nephew, Michael Berens, his partner Kristine
and daughter, Madeline, a special cousin Ken-
neth & Jean Garrity of Florida. He also had a
special place in his heart for our dear family
friend Melissa Laribee.

Tom also leaves behind a host of dear friends
with whom he shared many morning phone
calls with which led to Tom always giving his
advice and expertise. Many more that brought
meaning during his life, especially Mike Wal-
cott, The Mermigos, Migliore, Rivera, Bazzano,
Grano, Shea and Willax families.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, at 11 a.m., in St Andrews Roman
Catholic Church, 128 Norwich Ave. Colchester.
Full military honors will follow after the Mass.
Burial will be private at the convenience of the
family.

A celebration of life to be hosted in the sum-
mer to honor Tom’s life and legacy.

MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the fol-
lowing public hearing on Monday, December 1, 2025, at 7pm
in the Town Hall, 26 No Main Street

APPLCATION #05-25 — Jeffrey Popham and Jennifer Carini
(Application/Owner) 11 Old Cider Mill Lane. Addition and
walkwa

APPLICATION #06-25 -Town of Marlborough — South Road
culvert replacement, adjacent to #258 South Road

Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use De-
partment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR
278 11/21, 11/28

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the following
public hearing On Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.
in the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.
APPLICATION #ZBA-01-25 — Anne Amodeo (Applicant/Property
Owner) 92 Lakeridge Drive - is seeking variance of Article Three
A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Conformity of
Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or
Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum Required
Yards, Article Six D. 2 a Side Yard Setback, in order to construct
a house with a Front Yard Setback of 6.3 feet where 15 feet is
required.

Interested parties can review the application materials in the
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours.
Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours ahead of the
public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.gov , and oral
testimony may be given during the public hearing. 1 1128 1275

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 10,
2025, at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting
Platform, on the following:

. Petition 2025-23: Petition of Stephen Kowalski, owner, for
Special Permit to construct an accessory structure exceeding 900
square feet (2,592 sq. ft.) on a lot less than 5 acres (4.34 acres)
in size in accordance with Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning
Regulations at 389 Martin Road, Residence-1 District. Continued
from 11-19-2025. Petition 2025-23 Kowalski Barn

Planning and Zoning Commission
Dec 10, 2025, 7:00—-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
lease join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/189576909
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 189-576-909
United States: +1 (571) 317-3122
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 21st day of November 2025.

Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 11/28, 12/5
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Girl Scouts Holiday Craft Fair

RHAM Girl Scouts will hold their 31st annual
Children’s Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, Dec. 6,
from 9 a.m.-noon, in the Marlborough Elemen-
tary School community room.

Scouts are busy putting the finishing touches
on their unique, handmade items that will be
available for purchase at the fair.

Open to the public, the fair is the ideal holi-
day shopping destination for ages 2 to 102. All
items are priced at $10 or under, and each pur-
chase comes with free gift wrapping.

The Children’s Holiday Craft Fair is Connect-
icut’s only event where young children can shop
for gifts, on their own, for their favorite people
and pets. Older Girl Scouts will be ready to as-
sist the youngest shoppers with gift selections
and financial transactions. Children should

bring a list of who to buy for and some money
to purchase holiday presents for their friends
and loved ones. Shoppers of all ages are always
proud to purchase gifts on their own for their
favorite people.

Family members can watch from afar or relax
in the cafeteria while young shoppers pick out
the perfect gifts. There will also be a bake sale
in the school cafeteria with a selection of baked
items for shoppers and their families to enjoy.
Free drinks will also be available. This year, the
Girl Scouts will also be collecting non-perish-
able donations for the Hebron and Marlborough
food banks to help members of the community.

All craft fair proceeds go directly to the lo-
cal troops for activities and community service
projects.

AHM News & Notes

AHM Youth and Family Services has an-
nounced the following items of interest. Fore
more information or to register, visit ahmyouth.
recdesk.com.

Giving Tuesday: AHM is gearing up for
#GivingTuesday on Dec. 2. The youth service
bureau is aiming to raise $10,000 to fund youth
and family mental health support through its
outpatient clinical program and student sup-
port services at all schools in Andover, Hebron,
Marlborough and Columbia, as well as outreach
through its HERE 4 YOU mental health initia-
tive.

Virtual Book Discussion: Tuesday, Dec. 2,
7-8 p.m., via Zoom. Good Inside by Dr. Becky
Kennedy will be discussed. AHM staff will dis-
cuss Kennedy’s concepts in raising emotionally
healthy children, how to set boundaries in a
compassionate way, and parenting issues that
may arise such as tantrums, sibling rivalry, and
lying. This program is free, but it is necessary to
register to get the Zoom Link. Register online;
contact Becky Murray at 860-228-0871 or bec-

kym@ahmyouth.org with any questions.

Clay Holiday Trees: This is a two-part work-
shop where participants build their trees on
Dec. 3, then return to paint and decorate them
on Dec. 10. Best for age 6 and up. Cost is $10 per
participant. Register online.

Kids Polar Express Yoga: Thursday, Dec. 11,
5:15-6 p.m. Hop aboard the Polar Express for a
special yoga adventure, centered around move-
ment, play and mindfulness. Kids will prac-
tice hot chocolate breathing, learn a variety of
winter-themed yoga poses, enjoy a few mindful
games/activities, then wind down with a relax-
ing savasana. Pajamas are welcome. This class is
geared toward children 4-10. All levels are wel-
come. Register online.

Open Arts & Crafts Studio: Wednesday, Dec.
17, 6 p.m. This workshop will include a variety
of projects and supplies, including seasonal and
holiday-themed crafts. Participants select DIY
projects of their choice. All materials will be
provided. All ages are welcome. Register online.

Regional » Regional « Regional « Regional « Regional  Regional  Regional

For many years, the Senior Centers in
Colchester, Hebron, Marlborough and East
Hampton have hosted the AARP Tax-Aide
Program, which provides free income tax
preparation services for residents of these
towns and surrounding communities.

Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free volun-
teer tax program, offered in conjunction with
the IRS. The Tax-Aide program is looking
for compassionate and friendly people to join
its volunteer team. You don’t need to be an ac-

AARP Tax-Aide Seeks Volunteers

countant or tax professional; volunteers come
from a variety of backgrounds. Training and
support are provided.

To apply to volunteer, go to aarpfoundation.
org/taxaidevolunteer or call 1-888-AARP-
NOW (888-227-7669).

If youd like additional information before
signing up, contact your local senior center
and they will connect you with a local Tax-
Aide volunteer.

NEW ORDINANCE
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
TOWN COUNCIL

On November 20, 2025, the Hebron Town Council adopted an Ordinance for Municipal Extension of Tax Relief Exemption for Permanent
and Totally Disabled Veterans, in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-65b, as amended, as follows:

Chapter 320 Taxation and Assessments

Article XX — Municipal Extension of Tax Relief Exemption for Permanent and Totally Disabled Veterans

§320-44. Purpose; statutory authority

The purpose of this article is to provide additional exemption respecting property tax for any permanently and totally disabled veteran
entitled to an exemption from property tax in accordance with Section 233 of Public Act 25-168.

§320-45. Exemption for Disabled Veterans

In accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-81 (83) (A) as amended by Public Act 25-168, that fractional share of a dwelling, including
a condominium, as defined in section 47-68a, and a unit in a common interest community, as defined in section 47-202, and a mobile
home as defined in section 12-63a, that (I) belongs to or is held in trust for any resident of this state who has served in the Army, Navy,

Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Air Force or Space Force of the United States and has been determined by the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs to be permanently and totally disabled based on a service-connected disability rating of one hundred per cent, or that
is possessed by such a resident as a tenant for life or tenant for a term of years liable for property tax under section 12-48, or belonging
to or in trust for the veteran's spouse or possessed by such veteran's surviving spouse as a life tenant or qualifying tenant of years and
(I1) that is occupied by such veteran as the veteran's primary residence is subject to a statutory tax exemption. The exemption does not
include any portion of the unit or structure used by such resident for commercial purposes or from which such resident derives any rental
income.
§320-46 Municipal Exemption of Two Acres of Real Property
In accordance with statutory authority of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-81 (83) (E), a veteran qualifying for the exemption referenced in part 2 of
this Ordinance shall also be entitled to an exemption of up to 2 acres of the property containing the dwelling subject to the exemption.
§320-47. Application and documentation
To receive an exemption, an eligible veteran or their surviving spouse must file the appropriate application with the Assessor’s Office
to demonstrate compliance with all statutory obligations to qualify for the exemption including but not limited to documentation from
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs of the resident’s determination of to be permanently and totally disabled based on a
service-connected disability rating of one hundred per cent. If the United States Department of Veterans Affairs modifies an individual’'s
determination to other than permanently and totally disabled based on a service-connected disability rating of one hundred per cent, the
resident shall not qualify for the exemption under this Chapter.
§320-48. Effective date
Any such exemption referred to in this section shall take effect on the first day of January next following the date on which the right to
such exemption has been proved.
§320-49. Repealer
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such incon-
sistency.
S320-50. Severability
If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
Dated this 20th day of November, 2025.

Tiffany Thiele, Chair

Jan Lawrence, Vice Chair

Keith Petit

Cladia Tejada Riley

Sean Fitzgerald 17B 11/28
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By Shawn R. Dagle

Dozens of holiday trees decorated with
themed gifts will be up for grabs in South
Glastonbury next week, with the proceeds ben-
efiting a worthy cause.

This year’s Trees of Giving event will be held
at Hops on the Hill on Dec. 5 (4-7 p.m.) and
Dec. 6 (1-5 p.m.) The farm brewery is located at
275 Dug Rd. in South Glastonbury.

Fifty themed holiday trees will be featured in
this year’s event which the public will have the
opportunity to win.

Both days, members of the public are invited
to visit Hops on the Hill to check out each of
this year’s themed trees.

Raffle tickets costing $1 (with a $20 mini-
mum) can be purchased. Use your raffle tickets
on the tree or trees you like best and hope to
take home. On Dec. 6 at 5 p.m., a drawing will
take place in the large tent at Hops on the Hill
to see who has won each tree. The drawing will
also be livestreamed on Facebook.

Past themes have included everything from
Hello Kitty to a baseball themed tree, Santa’s
Sweet Shop and the beach. Money raised during
Trees of Giving will benefit Glastonbury Gives -
the town’s local food and fuel bank.

Glastonbury Gives is an initiative created by
the town’s social services department that assists

residents who are experiencing a crisis affecting
their ability to pay for food, utilities, medical ex-
penses and other critical needs.

Glastonbury Gives also funds the town’s food
pantry and is supported completely by dona-
tions from individuals, businesses community
groups and charity events like Trees of Giving.
According to the town 100 percent of donations
go directly to residents in need.

Since its inception in 2022, Trees of Giving
has donated more than $43,000 to Glastonbury
Gives.

Trees of Giving is hosted each year by the
Keri + Sarah Team at William Raveis Real Es-
tate. Sales associates Sarah Kimball and Keri
Watkins saw the event as an opportunity to give
back to their community and help those in need.

“Keri attended a similar event in New Haven
and we thought it would be fun to bring some-
thing similar to Glastonbury,” Kimball said. “We
really love the idea of giving back to the town we
live in. We know some of our neighbors need
help now more than ever”

The first Trees of Giving was held in 2022.
That year’s event raised $8,000 for Glastonbury
Gives. Every year since, the event has grown in
both popularity and the amount it has raised for
charity. In 2023, $14,568 was raised. Last year
that number grew to $20,614.

Rivereast Standout Athletes
_ofthe
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Trees of Giving Bring Holiday Cheer

Fifty themed holiday trees will be up for grabs next week during this year’s Trees of Giving
at Hops on the Hill in South Glastonbury. Proceeds raised will benefit Glastonbury Gives,
the town’s local food and fuel bank.

Excitement about the event has continued Themes will include everything from Bruins

Olivia Correia, a junior soccer standout from East Hampion High School, was named
all-state and all-conference.

to grow. According to Kimball, reaction to
this year’s upcoming Trees of Giving has been
“amazing” both amongst sponsors and the pub-
lic.

“[Theres been] lots of community interest.
People love this event and are excited to donate
and attend,” she said.

While attendance is not tracked, in past years
it has been estimated that anywhere between
3,000 to 5,000 people attend the two-day event,
which is typically held the first week of Decem-
ber each year. Approximately two dozen volun-
teers make the event happen.

tickets to theater, golf, summer camp at the
Coder School and MacBook trees among many
others.

As in past years Trees of Giving has attracted
a wide variety of sponsors as well (the number
of which have grown since the event’s inception)
including Speed Construction, Inspired Kitch-
en, iHeartRadio, Turner Construction and the
Glastonbury Citizen to name a few.

The event is open to all ages and there is no
cost to attend. “All proceeds benefit Glaston-
bury Gives,” said Kimball.

On Dec. 5, there will be live music with gui-

By Josh Howard

Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of
the Week for the week of Nov. 17 - 23:

Olivia Correia - East Hampton High School
(Soccer): Correia was named Class M All-State
by the Connecticut Girls Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation (CGSCA) after posting 21 goals and 17
assists this fall. Correia, a junior captain, tallied
18 goals and 14 assists as the Bellringers post-
ed an undefeated (13-0-2) regular season. She
then added three goals and three assists in the
postseason as the team advanced to the Shore-
line Conference (SLC) championship game and
the semifinals of the Class M state tournament.
Correira was also named All-SLC first team,
earning all-conference for the second straight
season.

Riley Anderson - Bacon Academy (Swim-
ming): Anderson won the 50 freestyle and the
100 butterfly at the State Open swim champion-
ships at Yale University on Nov. 16. Anderson,
a senior who swims for the Manchester co-op,
also won both events the previous week at the
Class LL state championship, setting new state
marks in each by posting a 22.20 in the 50 free-
style and 53.30 in the 100 butterfly. The record-
setting state champion is a Duke University col-
lege swimming commit.

Molly Bellmore - Hebron/Plymouth State
(Soccer): Bellmore etched her name in the
Plymouth State University record books, break-

ing into the top ten list of goal scorers in pro-
gram history. Bellmore, a senior with the Pan-
thers in New Hampshire, scored her 24th career
goal in the team’s season finale this season, tying
her for 9th on the program’s all-time list. This
fall, Bellmore finished with six goals and three
assists, including tying a career-high with two
goals against Nichols College on Sept. 6. Prior
to Plymouth, Bellmore was an all-conference
player for the Raptors before graduating RHAM
High School in 2022.

Kayla LaMalfa - Portland/Eastern Con-
necticut State University (Cross-Country):
LaMalfa placed fifth for her team and 39th over-
all at the Little East Conference Cross-Country
Championship at Keene State College on Nov.
1. LaMalfa, senior co-captain for the Warriors
team at ECSU, wrapped up her time on the
collegiate trails by running a 25:52 (6:56 per
mile) at the conference championships. Prior
to ECSU, LaMalfa was a three-season running
for all four years at Portland High School, where
she was a captain and all-conference selection.
The 2022 PHS graduate will now compete for
the Warriors during the indoor and outdoor
track and field seasons in the winter and spring.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week,  email  joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
Please include as many details about the athlete
or performance as possible.

Top Sports Moments of 2025 Nominations

We are once again approaching “The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year” and will soon be
reflecting on the best sports moments from
the area for 2025.

Nominations are being accepted through
Friday, Dec. 19 for any team or individual ath-
letic accomplishment from any level (youth,
high school, or adult). The performance did
not have to take place locally, but must in-

clude a local team, player, or resident that ac-
complished the feat.

Submissions can be sent to joshhoward-
sports@gmail.com for consideration. Please
include as many details (names, dates, statis-
tics, scores, etc.) as possible.

The Top 25 Moments will be revealed in the
Jan. 2, 2026 edition of the Rivereast News Bul-
letin.

tarist Brett Trotier and on Dec. 6, from 2-3:30
p.m. there will be a visit by Santa Claus. Food
trucks will also be on site both days.

This year will feature a change of venue. Last
year’s Trees of Giving was held at Glen Lochen.
This year it will be held at Hops on the Hill.

From the State Senator’s Desk

It’s hard to believe it’s nearly the end of 2025, but as the holiday season
springs to life and we join together to celebrate Thanksgiving with our
loved ones, we're in the waning days of the year. What an impactful year
it was, too.

At the State Capitol, lawmakers spent long hours and nights working
on legislation intended to improve our state — and our efforts continued
all year, resulting in more bills passing during a special session earlier this
month. Balancing rapid changes in federal standards and unpredictable
developments that impact day-to-day life in 2025 was more challenging
than in past years, but we accomplished important steps forward.

Though there are questions about what our future will bring, this pe-
riod of the year is one for reflection and thankfulness, and there is plenty £\
I'm grateful for this year. Needleman

Chief among them is that our state is getting some of the recognition it has long deserved.
In national rankings, surveys and metrics, news sources and organizations noted Connecticut
ranks first in providing happy, healthy environments for children, second in providing high-
quality public schools and third when it comes to having a low violent crime rate. In addition to
these impressive metrics, our state ranked third nationally in the quality of its healthcare, fifth
nationally both in residents’” quality of life and education levels, and eighth nationally for the
strength of its economy.

I'm also grateful that no matter where I'm headed in Connecticut, we have one of the most
beautiful environments in the country, and our state continues to preserve this status. Thanks
to continued work in recent years, Connecticut has preserved more than 500,000 acres of land,
and that’s only 75% of its intended goal. The next time you hike, drive or travel, be sure to keep
your eyes open. There’s plenty of beauty to see in our region.

As for me, what 'm most thankful for this year is the continued ability to represent and
support the residents of Connecticut. It is not lost on me that I represent roughly 100,000 Con-
necticut residents at the Capitol. While I only have one vote, I have it because the people of our
12 towns selected me for that purpose. As a result, I will continue to listen to my constituents
and make sure my votes represent the best for all of us.

With Thanksgiving here and holiday craziness starting, I'm sure we'll blink and 2026 will be
here in moments. Until then, I hope you and your family end the year on the strongest possible
note.

State Sen. Norm Needleman

D-33rd District

Note: The 12-town 33rd District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East Hampton
and Portland.
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Ladder safety éhould notﬂ be' léai:_ﬁed on t 'Jhe fly

Climbing on a ladder might be the most dangerous thing you do all year. Foot and ankle fractures
can result from unsafe ladder use. Make sure you have the balance and strength to use a ladder. Take the time
to secure it properly. Don’t stand above the marked level and always wear lace-up shoes or boots.
Check our website for more ladder safety tips.

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/LADDERSAFETY

JAVAY OIS
AMERICAN ORTHOPAEDIC

J FOOT & ANKLE SOCIETY. AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS

aofas.org orthoinfo.org
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
IWWA ACTIONS

decision was made:

36/ Lot 39 - Approved
Chairman Joshua Wilson

At the Regular Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency
Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
at the East Hampton Town Hall and via ZOOM, the following

IW-25-029: Belltown 30 LLC, 30 Long Crossing and 201 West
High Street, Drill 3 Test Wells for Future Community Water
System in Wetlands and Upland Review Area, Map 12/ Block

1TB 11/28

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Conservation Commission
Falk Von Plachecki, Chair

The Colchester Conservation Commission will hold a Public
Hearing on December 10, 2025, beginning at 7:00 PM in the
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room 2 at 127 Norwich Ave,
Colchester, CT, to hear and consider the following application:
A. W2025-3132 - 124 Wall St & 111 Old Hartford Rd; Center
Village Development LLC - Applicant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID
10-00/011-000 & 15-00/061-000, Proposed sewer line exten-
sion with direct impacts to a wetland.
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of this application is located
in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, Town
Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during regular
business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday).
Application materials are also available on the Colchester
Conservation Commission webpage at https://www.colchesterct.
gov/colchester-conservation-commission.

2TB 11/28, 12/5

At the November 20, 2025 meeting, the following actions were
taken:

PZC Application #25-04: 94 Ames Hollow Road. Proposed 2
lot resubdivision. Application and property of Marth and Jay
Swanson. Map 41 Lot 4-2. Zone R-25.

PZC Application #25-06: 956 Glastonbury Turnpike. Proposal
to convert existing detached garage into accessory dwelling
unit. Application of Kristen Champoux and property of William
DeYoung. Map 127 Lot 12. Zone R-25.

PZC Application #25-07: 862 Portland Cobalt Road. Request
for special permit for wellness spa. Application of Jessica
Blancato and property of Realejo Properties LLC. Map 31 Lot
23. Zone B-2.

Dated at Portland, CT this 21st day of November 2025
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 1128

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

TO BUY

WANTED  $500 &
$1,000 BILLS: Also in-
terested in any other old
currency & coins. Call
860-301-2777.

WANTED  GRANITE
STONES: mill stones,
tether stones, entry
steps, fence posts, feed-
ing troughs, well covers,
sinks, posts, curbing,
stone boot scrapers,
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: your
sterling silverware, tea
set, or any item made of
sterling. Top cash price
paid on the spot. | can
come to your home or
meet you at a place of
your choosing. Call/text
Dominic at 860-836-
5013 or email dmbap-
praisal@sbcglobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS:
and unfinished projects.
Contact 860-216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches,  advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical instru-
ments, guitars, saxo-
phones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers,  pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

PET TRAINING
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EMPLOYMENT

TOWN OF ANDOVER ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION

At its regular meeting on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, the ElllNNgNCIQII_DMINIg'II_'QE-
Andover Zoning Board of Appeals took the following action: )
application 25-14 ZBA, Steven Rockefeller 47 Lakeside Drive, TIVE . ASSBTANT-
request for a variance from section 11.2 of the Andover Zoning Small _Financial Plan-
Regulations. ning Firm looking fqr
Approved with Conditions a full-time, Mon-Fri,
Fred Oliver, Chairman 178 11728 in-office administrat-

ive assistant. Would

be expected to perform
normal office adminis-

TOWN OF PORTLAND trative duties. Must be
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION grﬁqficiem in. :\I/"CEFOSOF
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION ob, especialy Exes,

QuickBooks, and have
strong interpersonal
skills. We do have our
dog in the office, so you
would need to be a dog
lover. Salary to be deter-
mined, commensurate
with experience. Emalil
resume to laurie@brigg-
swealthmgmt.com.

PART TIME: Office As-
sistant for a Mfg Com-
pany in Berlin. Looking
for highly motivated per-
son; candidate must be
organized, able to

multi task and must
be computer-literate.
Hours can vary 10-20
hrs/week, Mon- Thurs.
$20.00/hr to start, Email
resume to libind@liber-
ty-ind.com

(W ETITET Y secreTARY/RECEP-

8EESSESQBED'FNI¢E =) TIONIST/BOOKKEEP-

Off‘ ) s;r Ing ay ER: for small law office.

soon. ering - Fuppy | Handle phone calls, cor-

Kindergarten, ~_Basic | The Glastonbury respondence, client in-

Manners/What Rescue I Citi I lendar and di

Dogs Need and Want; rhizen axe, cajendar and diary

A S 1 &Ri I system, filing, client bill-

CGC/Therapy;  Agility. IVereast( I ing, account reconcili-

Over zl\i' ﬁeﬁrs Lexperl- I News Bulletin | ation, etc. Must be trust-

ence.. Micheflle Larson, | worthy and able to keep

gg;/vzbl\i-geel DTC’SGO{ | Call I Client confidences. Light

Soatrai o paws-n-heel- ' 860-633-4691 I typing, basis computer

ogtraining.com. I or 1 skills required. Famil-

i i iarity with QuickBooks

1 ergally%ur_llne b helpful. Wil train_ right

| & toa min@ 1 person. Safe, pleasant

1 glcitizen.com 1 surroundings. Send e-

Lo e = = = = =d Mail to: rob@attyhale.

com or mail resume to

Hale Law Firm. 41-B

New London Turnpike

CASH PAI D for any TOyOta Glastonbury, CT 06033.

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time: g
203-600-4431 2

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

llProMoId lastics

Custom Injection Molding & Moldmaking

Production Worker: 2" Shift (Portland)
— Compensation: Minimum Wage & Up —

Full time production worker to work 2nd shift in a clean
modern plastics mfg. facility supporting production by
running machines, moving raw material and finished
goods etc. Will train candidates eager to learn.

APPLY ONLINE
https://promoldplastics.com/general-application
or in person between 9 AM and 4 PM at
91 Main Street, Portland, CT 06480

RE10-24-25

Call us at:
860-633-4691

VACANT LAND FOR
SALE: Chestnut Hill
Road, Colchester. Be-
tween Lot 169 and 195.
12.8 Acres. Sale by
Owner. $73,900. Call
860-913-6723.

RENTALS

OLD WETHERSFIELD
GREEN: 2nd Floor, 2
bedroom apartment,
includes all amenities.
$2,000 a month. 1st and
last. Available Dec 1st.
860-218-4661.

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er.  Onsite  storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

GLASTONBURY HALE
FARM RENTAL: 1st
floor, two bedrooms, two
baths condo, wi/private
balcony. Available 1/26.
Two pools, tennis, &
basketball. Easy com-
mute.  $2,295/monthly.
Includes heat. Lease,
background check. 1st,
last, & security. 860-
985-4534.

MIDDLE HADDAM
RENTAL: Charming four
room carriage house in
pristine condition, great
location, with two car
garage and fabulous CT
River views! Fireplace,
wood floors, all appli-
ances including laundry.
$1,895. Call 860-267-
4229.

for the opportunity
to serve all your real

estate needs

FHappy
ks

| Steﬁhanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

RE11-28-25

Your local friend in Real Lilate

The sun will rise and set regardless.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

OMESERVICES

NEW ENGLAND
PROPERTIES

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

IS ILLEGAL For Help Call
888-247-4401

If anyone refused to rent to you because
of your source of income, race, color,
national origin, sexual orientation, gender,
religion, marital status, age, disability
or because you have children, you may
have been the victim of illegal housing
discrimination. Contact the Connecticut
Fair Housing Center.

What we choose to do with the
light while it’s here is up to us.

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com
www.angelaaresco.com

RE11-28-25

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

3860-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN
860.638.9485

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CIT4-4-24
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management,  arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting by
licensed arborists. La-
Pila Arborists, LLC 860-
965-5546.

LAWN MOWING &
FALL CLEAN-UP: Ac-
cepting new custom-
ers. Prefer Portland and
East Hampton areas.
Senior and Vet dis-
counts. Free estimates.
Call 860-638-8812.

SCHEDULE YOUR FALL

ol J FREE estimate
Scalia & Associates, LLC
scaliaf@sbcglobal.net
Landscaping Services. ,
Serving your community for 25 years.
(860) 657-4810

TREE We cnmb!
REMOVAL '°e”§,$§t’;2?°“5t_,

— YARD EXPANSIONS —
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

call -
Today! Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

C & C Lawncare —East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

CIT9-11-25
E—

RE10-24-25

EASTBURY
Landscaping & Home Improvement

* Snowplowing / Snow Removal I
« Brush cutting i
* Brush/ Tree Removal

» Stump grinding and removal

» Grading/ Drainage

» Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
« Retaining walls, walkways & patios
» Demo and debris removal

» Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

CIT10-23-25

Deleo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link
FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

JIM’'S TREE  _,
STUMP REMOVAL
Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

8602679957 "

RE4-2-21

RSK Tree Service, LLC

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER,
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski - 860-573-1244
visa @ E — GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed ¢ Insured

RE8-15-25

-DON’T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT
.lIMING & FALL FERTILIZING-

860-295-9692 &

Marlborough, CT

RElDa 21

rsktreeservicellc@gmail.com

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Fall Clean Ups

-Leaf Pick Up and Debris Removal
-Patios, walkways, retaining walls
-Tree Removal and Brush mowing
-Excavation and Drainage
-Dumpster Rental (10-15 yard)

860-716-0661

CIT11-6-25

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED

tsminorenterprises.com

860-930-5492 -

FULLY INSURED -+ HIC #0657705

WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
e Stump Grinding / Removal
* Brush Cutting

* Yard Expansions

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance  Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit
payment via PayPal.

CIT3-9-23

7-3-2025

Dorsey Construction

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance  Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding ¢ Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
including roots

SENIOR
ZEN Toper’s
D?éEOUNT n Lawncare
— ‘_-

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24

| We Climb or Bucket
Truck Service

Hazardous Tree Remova

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
FALL RATES!

e Aerial Work & Yard Expansmns

TAWN
2KC»), nicums:

CALL FOR A QUOTE
ON A FALL CLEAN-UP
OR TO SCHEDULE A
CURB SIDE PICK UP

visa @D B =
Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com 86802’?2[; 8;52
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. « Free Estimates

HERE COMES LEAF SEASON AGAIN.
y Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

H (860) 295-1479 - C (860) 214- 9923 (A
RLFrancks@comcast.net &&=

Scheduling Fall Cleanups Now

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be %,
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around { | &
the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.
SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —
—| LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT

I RE10-1-21

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups
Snow Removal/Salting

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs
Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading
Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations
and Clearing
Plowing / Salting
Dump Runs

LANDSCAPING

Commercial - Residential

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 k=
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TREE & LAND

SERVICES
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Tree Takedown
Stump Removal >\
Yard Expansion

On Site Sawmilling - Brush Removal
Climber / Bucket Truck

RE1.13-23

Reasonable Rates - Free Written Estimates

Dondero Lawn Care rz=:
= 860-228-2003 e ESTIMATES

Now Scheduling
Weekly Mowing
& Fall Cleanup
Customers
Also Curbside
Leaf Removal
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

SERVICES

|'-~-» Snow Septic Repair, LLc
[~ — FREE ESTIMATES —
Afully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems
for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations ¢ Real Estate Inspections
Repairs * System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing * Video Camera Pipe Inspections
Over 20 Years of Professional Experience
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available
SnowSepticRepair.com * 860-221-8735

o\chester, Cr

RE3-13-20
——

BLACK GOOSE CHIM-

NEY SWEEP: Dirty
chimneys can burn!
Having your chimney

cleaned yearly ensures
peace of mind. Dust-
free professional clean-
ing. Fully insured. Dave
860-267-8422.

CHIMNEY MAINTE-
NANCE: Cleaning,
caps, dampers, flash-

ing, furnace liners and
more. No nonsense, no
sales pitch, just the work
you want done. 35 yrs.
actual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

ELECTROLUX VACU-
UMS: looking to help
service/repair, sell new/
used. or purchase
yours. Authorized local
sales representative
since 1971. Call Carl
860-633-4440. If no an-
swer, please leave a
message.

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry

== Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 « Insured
— GLASTONBURY BASED —

860.368.9486

CIT8-14-25

29 Years
Experience

LFAR BLUE

WATER SYSTEMS.

Residential & Commercial

6 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks

6 Water Softeners & Filtration

6 Rust & Iron Removal

6 PH Correction

6 Odors Eliminated

6 Radon & Uranium Mitigation

6 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.#W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753

RE11-18-22

N TUTHIL L
iz —ic
Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service

changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & § 3
FREE ESTIMATES * Fully Licensed & Insured E1 40197601 {25 &

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Our 40™ Anniversary!
“Original Owners Since 19857 [

DRIVEWAY

H.@

equipmentcompany inc.
Providing safe clean water
sénce 1967

Phone: 860-267-0110
WWW. h20eqU|pment com

ELECTRIC STAN LLC:
Offering service chang-
es for meters and pan-
els. Best price offered.
Licensed and Insured.
License #202454E1.
860-716-7903.

FALL CLEAN UP:
Leaf removal, hedges
trimmed, mulch, brush
removal, general prop-
erty maintenance. Call
860-894-9919.

FLOOR SANDING AND
REFINISHING: Custom
staining and finishing.
Repairing and laying of
all wood floors. Free es-
timates. James Gorman
860-647-9261.

FRED'S HANDY MAN
SOLUTION: Licensed
& Insured. Carpentry,
painting, flooring, bath-
rooms, items repaired or
replaced, doors, locks,
shades, switches, plugs,
garbage disposal, fau-
cets, fans, lighting, 860-
904-0158.

GUTTERS CLEANED:
LOCAL, RELIABLE,
RESPONSIBLE and
PROMPT. Free estim-
ates. Best rates. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

IS YOUR RETAINING
WALL : leaning or bul-
ging? But your material
still good? We can re-
build, save $$$. Is your
walkway not level or col-
lecting water? But ma-
terial still good? We can
re-base, re-use your old
material and save $$$!
Dondero Lawn Care
860-228-2003.

J & S PAINTING &

HOME IMPROVE-
MENT: Interior/exterior
painting, window/door

installation, vinyl siding
installation and roof in-
stallation. Pool patio &
deck patio. Stucco, fin-
ish basement, ceramic
tiles, bathroom, remod-
eling. Building mainten-
ance, fence installation.
House and office clean-
ing. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

Cash for
Junk Cars

Call Tom
860-228-77

24/7 Emergency Services

Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing

Water Softeners

Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

icense #W5 0000085 |

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
Estimating Now for 2026!

(860) 537-1379

SALES - SERVICE -

www.thepowerisout.com N
There is a better option than the brand

860.467.6466 o roarso much sbout Askus WHY!

INSTALLATION

STREAMLINE(@) GENERATOR

(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢» Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!
; Owner Pricing ™,

KOHLER
GENERATORS

““““ All Work Guaranteed \\\ wi.
0/ Local & State Specs, FEO X

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

PLATINUM DEALER

a division of

smenmun@l.ecrﬂc uc

CIT3-17-22

JOSH'S JUNK RE-
MOVAL: All items re-
moved at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LOCAL LICENSED
ELECTRICIAN: — No
Job Too Small! Lights,
outlets, fans, repairs
done fast. Friendly ser-
vice for homeowners
& seniors. Call Patrick
(860) 365-1853. License
# ELC. 0208459-E1.

PLUMBING AND
HOME REPAIR SPE-
CIALIST: All phases of
plumbing services and
repairs, leaky pipes and
drains, hot water heat-
ers, toilets, garbage
disposals, kitchen sinks
and faucets, full to par-
tial bath remodels, tub
and shower valves,
and more. Call for a
free estimate! Prompt,
Dependable, Reliable,
Quality professional
work at affordable prices
- Fully licensed and in-
sured - Discounts avail-
able for seniors - Call
Justin 203-440-5496

ROOFING: Floor-
ing, Decks, All general
home improvement and
renovations. Call 860-
894-9919.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew §
Your Pavement g
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 Licins

THEBETTER HOUSE-
KEEPER: - Cleaning
by fluent English speak-
ers who value high
standards, good com-
munication,  attention
to detail, and punctual-
ity. Free in-person esti-
mates. We love seniors!
Call 860-413-2353. Walt
Thiessen The Better
Housekeeper LLC

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9 per
window inside and out.
Call 860-883-6775. Mr.
Squeegee.

(4

GENERAL
SERVICES

Call or Text
860-912-8817

RE10-31-25

WOOD FLOORS: Ques-
tioning whether your
wood floors really need
sanding? Have existi-
ng surface finish deep
cleaned, revitalized, with
a durable acrylic/ureth-
ane floor finish. The
best alternative to the
mess, expense of sand-
ing. A great affordable
appearance booster for
home sellers. Carpets
safely dry cleaned. Ex-
perienced, references,
insured. William Agosti-
nelli 860-704-8486 Calls
Only

Drainage &
Excavation
Yard Installation
Paving
Hardscapes
Brush Mowing
Land Clearing
Tree Service
Horse Area &
Land Regrading
Commerical
Plowing

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES ¢ SERVICE * REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

RE3-13-20

—
VISA
——

CIT3-20-25

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS « DRAINAGE
ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

860-632-7283

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor e CT Lic. #579594 el
Commercial & Residential ® FREE ESTIMATES ¢ 7 days a week =

Over 25
years in
business

CT Lic#
S1.394141

Caso S HVAC LLC

Heating ¢ Cooling * lnstallatlon * Service
Natural Gas Conversions

We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts
Residential & Commercial * Over 20 Years Experience

(860) 267-5851 nsures

RE3-13-20

Free
Estimates

RE3-7-25

Lic# 00548924

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church Discount

“All Work Guaranteed”

———— FULLY INSURED /=
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

ALL
PURPOSE

PAVING, LLc

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Driveways « Parking Lots
Gas Station - Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating - Asphalt Repair
Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill
Excavation & Drainage

State of the Art
Equipment
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g ezl L) WBFXH @V UVI(E TPLUMBING & HEATlN Brilliant Basement
Repair Specialists INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | |8 iy S Waterproofing. LLC
Allpbﬂses Ofpﬂinting &=, Quallty Cl”aftsmanShlp ‘\r)\é jﬂ%rwtyorp/hm/ﬂma/bmtmu needs é Egress Vl;/indowg, Foun;:ilation Refairi\fra\x{_i Spaces
Interior/Exterior R((\\\\ walls - $159 s Water I_.Ieaters ® Zoned Heat Deallll)r?rzctl\lf\t;f}i O:/r:eprs I\Ilznlt/rll:l;le ﬁan?ard%ﬁfmage
Texture Removal & Repair 4 Boiler Replacement HIC. 0653192 « CALL US o
. Insured 18' x 16' avg. room |g Bathroom Remodeling 860-598-8091 :
Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage Free Estimates G O0UL29-8V9 il
. o e sovears  860-416-8354 Call Leo at 860-267-2354
WCHIS Palntlng | |[EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 — Lic# 568591
860-652-9259 cell 860-324-8544

CIT6-19-25

FYLLER

* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20
h—

AAA
El

RE10-4-24

ectrician Servi

F8R~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL N,EEDS
R¥sidential & Commercial Wiring
Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

ces

§

-
BBB.

ACCREDITED.

ELC. 0209770-E1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AIRSEHFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC * Furnace ° Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ¢ Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAIL.ABLE —

#9301 8§60-989-5079

CT Lic

A
BBB.
: MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

DIAMDND',/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

STARKEY HOME RE- RENE'S INTERIOR GENERAL HOME RE- GUTTER & ROOF L&r General Masonry: PRINCE OF GUTTER
MODELLING: Call to- TRIM AND WATER PAIRS: Handyman, CLEANING: Clogged We specialize in perfec- CLEANING: Hand
day for a free estimate DAMAGE REPAIR: We  painting, rotted wood, gutters? Roof stains, tion. We do sidewalks, cleaned out then rinsed.

on all your Interior and

offer mouse proofing,

framing alterations and  moss? Optional lower

patios, outdoor  kit-

Starting at $125. In

Deart associates uc

Exterior needs. Roof- exterior door weather- structural repairs. Fully —cost guards. LOCAL. chens, chimney repairs. sured. Josh Langdon

ing, decks, sheds, win-  stripping. Water dam- licensed/insured. Calll RELIABLE. Insured, Stone walls, blue stone,  860-922-4621. — .. .
dows/doors,  gutters, age repair of all kinds  Text Ben Egri 860-712-  #HIC.06517074. Free etc. Fully insured & li- * Painting, Staining, Powerwashlng
landscape services, - we find the leak, repair  6257. estimates. Text/Call censed. Call Rino 860- . . A .
porches, patios, fram- it, and all its damage. Marc anytime, 860-498-  833-6146. * Cedar & mel TI’.Im & Sldm_g Repulr
Lntg,h cagge?r:ry, skljdmg, Rocl>(f|ng, saldmg, Sdheetl; Eﬁ%ﬁ)ﬂYENF(B)AR\TQRgEVI\X 2524, e Deck RepCIII'S & FIoorlng
itchens/baths,  base- rock, and woodwor . .

hmegts, dﬂOCIJring (tile, e olzfer OIcorr?plete OR DECK: Beauiil J & s masonry: e- | Elliott Construction, Inc. * Carpentry & Wallpaper Removal
ardwood, laminate &  Sheetrock and plaster  Craftsmanship, Excel- sign patio, pool patio, new construction, home improvements, | e

vinyl), painting/staining, ~ repair. All interior and lent References, 30  Chimney repair. Stone onts. decks. additone. renovations. . 3 Call TOd(lyI == e, ) §
insulation, trim, etc. Lo-  exterior trim including years of Experience.  walls, brick walls, retain- interior/exterior painting - §< 2 5
cally owned. Licensed/ crown molding, chair Licensed and Insured. ing walls, steps. Roofs FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED'& INSURED &7 &
Insured. James 860- railing, window seats, The Owner is on every done, veneers done, 860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

573-3597. mantles,  bookcases, job! One call does it all. ~ walkways. Cement, in business since 1977 « licensed & insured 860 295-6475 860 9‘6 7939

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’'t be beat.
Patios-walkways-steps-
walls-concrete-chim-
ney-pavers-bluestone-
drainage-decking and
more. 35 years’ experi-
ence. Fully licensed and
insured. HIC#0563329.
https://mersiniv12.wix-
site.com/allstarmasonry.
Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

HARDWOOD FLOOR-

entertainment centers,
cedar closets, custom
stairs, pocket doors,
interior and  exterior
doors, attic stairs, radia-
tor covers, replacement
windows, hatchway,
wood decking to Trex
and more. Please call
Rene 860 716-2678.

D&A TILE: Free estim-
ates. Licensed and in-
sured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call

Jacques Building and
Development Co. 860-
918-1401, Call or Text.
HIC#0667632.

tiles, paving and build-
ing maintenance. All
kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE
Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387 FosiHamplon,CT

RE12-4-20

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-

228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063

FULLY INSURED

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing
Experienced,

ING: Installation, re-  860-508-0893. Ep CHARTER o 56 ANNIVERSARY Professional,
pairs, sanding, _stgin@ng, 89 Main St since @l 1969 PESTORATION Family Operated |
dustless _ refinishing. Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured East Hampton Exceptiona Serwce .

Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free es-
timates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC. Lo-
cally owned/ operated
info@brothershomeim-
provementct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove-
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

CABINET REFACING:
Not an overpriced box
store or franchise. Lo-
cal company, cabinet-
makers specializing in
refacing since 1986. All
wood products, custom
work and counter tops.
Deal with the owner.
Wood'n Excellence
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

—
s
—

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496

starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
Free Estimates

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

860-267-8330

allabouthlindsct.com

£1.10-20

Rl

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build /
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

RE3:13-20

Like us on

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

860-537-5345

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

=l Home/Church/Historic
Restoration — Int & Ext

[Elm Since 1973 Over 2300
Aluminum Sided
Homes Repainted

=l Carpentry Services
=l Water Damage

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL"

[l Preparation Specialist —
Menu Format Proposals

=l Textured Ceilings/Removal
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair

[l Hardwood Floor Finishing
[Elm Powerwashing

RE 3-7-25

chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com

/A BEST
GUTTERS

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

A

HOME IMPROVEMENT
e e—
Roofing ¢ Siding * Skylights « Windows ¢ Gutters

RESIDENTIAL

LLC

Leaf Guards * Chimneys * Ridge Vents ¢ Repairs

2022 GAF Roofing Velux 5 Star Skylight
& CertainTeed Specialist/Installer

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection

877-646-7774

Book your appointment at:

FRANKLIN

Painting ..c

franklinpainting.com . Siding Specials! "Bringi
P & (20% Savings) 9 =P “Bringing
Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured — HIC#570442 . Ask Light to Life —
Fascia Replacement about our (M Ask about our |3
Call NOW for a quote on: e Ve W - NG DA Sechist |
° : ° H s e ear orkmansnip
Interior Cabinet Refinishing FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL Warranty!” WL * %

e Exterior Painting & Staining
* Powerwashing
e Textured Ceiling Repair & Repainting

e Light Carpentry
e Light Commerecial
e Color Assistance

(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

Call (860) 334-9979

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

CIT4-15-21
RE4-22-22
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 .

REMODELING SPECIALIST

860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS ¢« BASEMENTS

* DORMERS  « BATHROOMS ¢ SIDING

* GARAGES  « KITCHENS * ROOFING

Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist

smwelch.com ° Insured ° CT 607510

* DECKS

CIT3-5-20

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV <S PRO PAINTING .c

Power Washing
860~-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates e Fully Insured

R.J. Swider

Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

860-228-3912

CIT3-5-20

CIT3-20-25

—_

—
Davispropaintingllic@yahoco.com

Reliable Quality Workmanship

e o N e pana—
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls * Brick Walls « Bluestone * Steps

Fireplaces « Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Free Estimates KEN (203) 558-4951

Lic. No. 0604514

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
ARKER

AINTING & W

Interior/Exterior « Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
nsurer 860=338-0156

CIT3-5-20

CIT3-5-20

& INSURED

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath Remodels 0;'3?&0 = Replacement
: : = Decks Windows & Doors
Ceramic = Hardwooq = Vinyl Floprg «Remodels EXPERIENCE . . .
Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting = Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot)
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 + Insured * Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists 8
call 860.377.0380 860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro

HIC #0650133 + CT Licensed & Insured

'LOST SPRING FARM
CHRISTMAS TREES;T,

Im OPEN Saturdays & Sundays —
11/29/202§ - 12/21/202§ |
AND BLACK FRIDAY 11/28/2025
9:00am till dark

Joe le:’e:;l:l;(l}‘t:dreau We Also Have
East Hampton, CT Wreaths & Sprays .

3 Fall is the Time to %
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for
Fall Specials
860-657-4554

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry — Roofing  _ g60 633 6015
Windows — Doors ¢ — 860.550.0932

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT3-5-20

Since 1992

MARK'S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

|Freshen Up for the Holidays!|

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting
MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

RE10-10-25

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

JV\CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

CIT9-26-24

*1000 OFF

with this ad

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 11.c
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
* Staining, Powerwashing
¢ Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
® Free Estimates, Insured

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

) Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner
Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CALL: 219-575-0370

IRE12:20.23

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
860-680-1832 (C)

License #609553 EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL » FULLY INSURED

RE3-18-22

or FREE Gutters with

Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

CLEANING

BRAZILIAN CLEAN- HOUSE CLEANING:
ING SERVICE: Re- Need some help to get
sponsible, Brazilian  your home clean? I'd be

woman seeking house
cleaning clients. Very
professional and punc-
tual. Also good with
pets. Only text Ana Pau-
la 860-477-6035.

request. Please call o

860-331-5309.

FOR SALE

happy to help. | have
10+ years of experi-
ence, | offer reliable ser-
vice. reasonable rates
and | do an amazing
job. References upon

r

text for free estimates.
ARIANE’ S CLEANING,

iCLEAN
LLC: residential, com-
mercial,
tion, one-time cleaning.
Good references. Free
estimates. Please call
860-680-0777.

SERVICES,

post-construc-

&Prof. Skills. New Customer,

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates

Discount Available. 2

860-798-79615

¥

celebratmg

30 YEARS

of Quality Service

1995-202

Lic.#392776

al

HEATING « AIR CONDITIONING « SHEET METAL FABRICATION

Over 30 Years Experience « 24 Hour Emergency Service
Fully Licensed & Insured « Commercial/Residential

M.J. Emonds

MECHANICAL

3

S CONTRACTORS we

17 Nutmeg Lane °* Glastonbury
www.emonds.com

COMFO|
“

GLASTONBURY CAR-
PET & FLOORING:
10% Off Sale November
and December on Area
Rugs - Masland, Stan-
ton, Feizy. Please call
860-633-8832 or stop
by the store for more
information, 192 Oak
Street, Glastonbury.

. Xis

SEASONED/SPLIT
MAPLE FOR SALE:
Half Cord $125. Full
Cord $200. Buyer picks
up wood. Contact Luke
860-841-9392.

END ROLLS
NEWSPRINT: Great
for art projects , wrap-
ping and packing, table
coverings for public din-
ners, etc. The Glaston-
bury Citizen. 87 Nutmeg
Lane (off Oak Street)
860-633-4691.

OF

Like us on
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Jh WE ARE

e,

?-SERVINxG UE: SOMEI"
VALUABLE@{/E,F‘EQ;S,
NIAISINOVEMBERT)

Free Indoor

Air Quality

Improvement
Evaluation

Water Heater 3
4 Evaluation

Free In-Home
Consultation and
Estimate For
Furnace or Boiler > 7 ,
Replacement | Free W [JfFreeGenerator}y
f CODetector/ & . § Inspection and §
j Smoke DetectorWigg early Maintenanc
& Inspection 5~ Ag | § Estimate

“BS”’OLUTE AIR SERVICES ENSU
{OME IS READY FOR WINTE

Last Chance For 2025 Rebates and Federal Tax Credlts
0% Financing Always Avalilable.

Call Now! 860-613-5230

*34{\%“5') sit Our Product Showroom For More Information

fﬁ-‘y £ . -:II Y
' . Free Whole Home . t‘ |
7 Electrical Inspection S8
\ , A "a - - 5 Voa
ECTRICAI >

or All Your Heli @ Ellgctrf call Needs!
a { '*-.E; 33 ‘ . , :b .

- AR I
Rl e e 3
5

SESEEE 2P
-

U '$1000.00 OF
B A NEW GENERAC
— | 20 WHOLE HOME
| & Cooling Installatlon ¥ AN GENERATOR
absoluteairserwces com Q k! INSTALLATION

1116 Portland ¢ Cobalt Rd.(Rt 66) Portland A /0 F PURCHASED BY 11/30. 8
Hours: beﬁrn 8AM 24 PN

i 2
]




