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Hall of Fame Coming to Colchester
By Josh Howard

With a vast history of athletic achievements 
and beyond, the Bacon Academy Hall of Fame 
was recently established to celebrate those who 
have left a lasting legacy in Colchester. 

Bacon Academy principal Amy Begue ex-
pressed that it was time to formally recognize 
the school’s expansive achievements.  

“There are so many people that have con-
tributed to Bacon Academy’s success since its 
establishment in 1803,” stated Begue. “We have 
so many things to be proud of [and] this was 
something we wanted to organize because these 
are the types of things that should be celebrat-
ed.”

Nominations are currently being accepted 
through Monday, Jan. 12, with the inaugural 
class set to be inducted in the spring.

According to the school’s website, Bacon 
Academy Hall of Fame was “established to 
recognize contributions to athletics, academ-
ics, associated student body activities (the arts, 
student government, clubs), and community 
service. Recognition is also given for career 
contributions and accomplishments. Inductees 

include alumni who have graduated, employees 
who have retired from Bacon Academy, retired 
coaches and individuals who have made ex-
traordinary contributions to Bacon Academy 
and may or may not have been an alumnus or 
employee of Bacon Academy.”

Colchester Superintendent of Schools Daniel 
Sullivan helped in the efforts to get the ball roll-
ing on what will be a landmark moment.      

“This is an exciting initiative and I look for-
ward to celebrating the accomplishments of 
generations of Bacon Academy graduates and 
staff,” stated Sullivan. “I think we will all be sur-
prised to learn the amazing accomplishments 
that some have achieved.”

Previously, both Begue and Sullivan worked 
in districts that had already established a Hall 
of Fame, and both believed that a local one was 
overdue.  

“Knowing that Bacon Academy has a really 
proud history, we thought it would be absolutely 
an opportune time to gather community input,” 
noted Begue, who is in her 11th year at Bacon 
Academy, previously serving as an assistant 

principal for seven years. 
Once the seed was planted, bylaws were 

drafted and a selection committee of six mem-
bers  was put in place, featuring graduates of 
Bacon Academy, current and former employ-
ees within Colchester public schools, and long-
standing members of the community.   

Along with a half dozen selection committee 
members, Begue and Bacon Academy’s director 
of athletics, Kevin Burke, are serving as liaisons 
to help with the logistical part of gathering the 
nominations for the selection committee and 
with helping set up the first induction ceremo-
ny, tentatively slated for April 2026.  

Begue noted that they have already received 
several nominations, yet they are looking to col-
lect as many as possible, spanning a wide variety 
of achievements. 

According to the bylaws, “Individual contri-
butions to scholastic, athletics, and Associated 
Student Body (ASB) activities, career, commu-
nity service, and society as a whole” will be con-
sidered by the selection committee.    

Hundreds of Toys, 
One Big Heart

You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch… Possessing all the tender sweetness of a seasick 
crocodile, the Grinch greets passers-by at the Hebron Lions’ Lights in Motion. The 
drive-thru Christmas lights display runs at the Lions Fairgrounds, 347 Gilead St. 
(Route 85) in Hebron, through the end of the month. For more information, visit 
www.lionslightsinmotion.org.

By Toriana Wiliams
Snow had quietly settled over Colchester last 

weekend, the kind that turns a small town soft-
er and slower, when Patricia Neer was already 
thinking about Christmas. Not the decorations 
or the dinners – but the children who might 
wake up wondering if anything would be wait-
ing for them at all.

Neer, 77, has lived in Colchester since 1983. 
With an accent as thick as eggnog, she described 
her love for Colchester – that she likes that it’s 
a small town, the kind of place where people 
remember you, where the local police barracks 
knows your car when it pulls in heavy with box-
es. For years now, she has made that drive with 
a singular purpose: to make sure children she 
may never meet still feel the magic of Christmas 
morning.

Her reason is simple and deeply rooted. “I 
had a very privileged childhood, and I’m paying 
it back,” she said. “I feel that every child should 
have a Christmas.”

She doesn’t wait for December to act on 
that belief. As soon as one Christmas passes, 
she begins preparing for the next. Throughout 
the year, whenever she sees a toy she thinks a 
child would love, she buys it and tucks it away. 
This steady, thoughtful approach allows her to 
give generously without overwhelm, and it has 
grown into something remarkable.

When asked how many toys she donates each 
year, she paused, then answered plainly, “Hun-
dreds.”

The numbers are impressive, but it’s the care 
behind them that stands out. One year it was 
bicycles – nearly 20 of them. Another year, 
battery-operated ride-on toys. Neer makes sure 
none of them arrive in boxes on Christmas 
morning. She believes a child should be able 
to play right away, without disappointment or 
delay. Friends, family members and neighbors 
step in to help assemble the toys, turning the 
process into a quiet community effort.

A 16-year-old neighbor named Simon has 
become the go-to expert for putting together 
the more complicated items. Neer’s grandchil-
dren also pitch in, loading trucks and making 
multiple trips to deliver donations. What begins 
in her attic ends at the police barracks of the 
Connecticut State Police, where the toys are col-
lected and distributed to families in need.

Neer doesn’t receive stories or thank-you 
notes from the families who receive the gifts, 
and she doesn’t ask for them. 

“I don’t do it for anything in return,” she said. 
“I don’t do it for the accolades or anything. I just 
do it because it makes me feel good inside.” 

She added, simply, “It brings me a lot of joy.”
That joy traces back to her own upbringing. 

Raised primarily in Boston, she never wanted 
for anything. Her father worked for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, her mother stayed home 
and their stability gave Neer a lasting sense of 
gratitude. As an adult, she followed her father’s 
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When the vibe’s rolled just right.
Have an exit plan this holiday season — and a lighter.
Stop by your local Crisp to keep your holidays chill.

1234 Huntington Turnpike
Bridgeport, CT 06610

33 Berlin Road
Cromwell, CT 06416

500 Main Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

BRIDGEPORT

CROMWELL

EAST HARTFORD

For use only by adults 21 years of
age and older. 
Keep out of the reach 
of children.

CIT11-13-25

Fresh Baked Cakes, Pies,
Danishes 

Store Made breads and
Pastries.

USDA Prime Rib Roasts
USDA Choice Tenderloin

Roasts
Grass Fed Beef

Sirloin Spoon Roasts
NY Strip

Everything you need 
for your holiday table cut to

order by our Butchers!
They are always happy to

answer questions and
cutomize your order.

Pork Crown Roasts, Leg of Lamb,
Hams, Turkey, Chicken, Veal

Store made sausages & Kielbasa

Fresh fish Filets,
shellfish 

&
 Live Lobsters

 Delivered Daily!

Grocery, Meat, Bakery, Seafood, & Deli

Fresh Fruits, Vegetables
Store Made Garden
Salads, deli salads,

Amazing sandwiches,
flat breads and sooo..

much more Follow us
Facebook@RVPGrocery

INSTAGRAM@RiverValleyProvisionsCT

Monday-Saturday 8:30 a.m - 8:00 p.m, Sunday 8:30 a.m - 6:00 p.m    Hours may vary due to holidays.

Phone  (860) 554-5599 95 Bridge Road Haddam CT

total purchase when this add is
presented in store. limit one per

customer valid through 12-31-2025

5% off

Prepared meals

Store made soups
HOT & READY steam table options 7 days a week 

Store made sauces, stuffings, soups and gravy, 
all prepared in store by our talented staff

!!Stop in and see us!!

Butcher shop

RE 12-19-25
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44 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Sign up for ANY 
package for the 
price of a wash

Holiday Special!Holiday Special!
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Thank you.

93 East High Street 
Route 66, East Hampton
860-267-0143
paulsandsandys.com

  

Christmas Eve 8am-4pm

As we close out our 54th year of business
in this community that we call home, we want to thank 
you, our loyal customers for your continued patronage. 
Your support through the year enabled us to donate 
thousands to local organizations as a means of 
giving back to the community that supports our 
family business.

From the Peszynski, Kelley and Clark  
families, and the staff of Paul’s &  
Sandy’s Too—we wish you a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Last Minute Shopping
We’ve got you covered with stocking stuffers, gift basket goodies, 
hostess gifts and gifts for your pets. You’ll find something for just 
about anyone on your list— the gardener, the bird lover and the 
houseplant enthusiast too.  Gift certificates are 20% off through 
Christmas Eve.

Holid
 
ay Ho

 
urs

Christmas Day closed
New Year’s Eve 8am-4pm
New Year’s Day closed

R
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MIDDLETOWN
860-344-1975

ROCKY HILL
860-563-7866

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
•	 Wrongful	Death
•	 Hospital	and	Doctor	
Negligence

•	 Missed	Diagnosis
•		 Birth	Injuries
•	 Ambulance	Injuries
•		 Cardiovascular	Malpractice
•		 Orthopedic	Malpractice								
•	 Dental	Malpractice
REAL ESTATE
•	 Real	Estate	Closings
•		 Refinances
•	 Purchases	and	Sales

PERSONAL INJURY
•	 Auto	Accidents
•	 Slip	and	Fall
•	 Motorcycle	Accidents
•	 Dog	Bites
•	 Drunk	Driving	Victims
•	 Sports	Injuries
•	 Products	Liability
BANKRUPTCY
•	 Chapter	7	•	Chapter	13
•	 Discharge	Debt
•	 Save	Your	Home
•	 Stop	Harassing	Calls
•	 Stop	Foreclosure
•	 Stop	Lawsuits

01
25

24

Law Offices of David Seidman, PC
University of Pennsylvania Law School • Wharton School of Business

Put Knowledge and Experience to work for you.

WEST HARTFORD
860-233-4778

MERIDEN
203-237-9999

VERNON
860-870-8089

ASHFORD
860-487-3703 RE12-19-25

Fundraiser for Ukrainian Family
The Ukrainian American Youth Association 

of Hartford, Inc will hold a fundraiser Sun-
day, Dec. 21, from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center, 5 Com-
merce St., Cromwell.

The fundraiser is to help the Kulikovskyi fam-
ily of Ukraine rebuild their lives. On Nov. 19, 
the apartment of the Kulikovskyi family on Stu-
sa Street, in Ternopil, Ukraine, was completely 

destroyed by a Russian missile strike.
At the fundraiser, youth-crafted Christmas 

ornaments and homemade baked goods will be 
available as a token of appreciation for your do-
nation. Donations benefit the Ukraine Humani-
tarian Aid Fund.

For more information, and to donate online, 
visit bit.ly/ua-hum-aid.

Standout Athletes of the Week

Bacon Academy Class of 2023 graduate Marissa Nudd leads ECSU basketball in both 
points and rebounds this season.  

By Josh Howard
Here are the Rivereast Standout Athletes of 

the Week:
Marissa Nudd – Bacon Academy (Basket-

ball): Nudd, a 2023 graduate of Bacon Academy, 
leads the Warriors of Eastern Connecticut State 
University in points and rebounds this season. 
Nudd, now a junior at ECSU, is averaging 17.2 
points and 7.3 rebounds per contest though 
the first 10 games. She scored a season-high 26 
points in a game against Western New England 
on Nov. 14 and then hauled down a career-high 
12 rebounds in a game against Salve Regina on 
Nov. 18. Prior to ECSU, Nudd was a two-time 
all-state and three-time all-conference selec-
tion, starring as a four-year starter for the Bob-
cats where she scored over 1,000 career points 
in high school. 

Michael Sitaro – Cromwell/Portland (Foot-
ball): Sitaro, a senior quarterback, was named 
the Pequot Conference Player of the Year fol-
lowing a season in which he tallied 47 total 
touchdowns. Sitaro threw for 1,638 yards and 
23 touchdowns and added 1,072 yards and 24 
touchdowns on the ground to lead the Crom-
well/Portland co-op to a 9-1 record in the regu-
lar season and a spot in the playoff. He also 
earned All-Pequot first-team and was one of 
nine Panthers named all-conference as team-
mates Cole Leavitt (first-team), Logan Quick 
(first-team), Tyler Cipolla (first-team), Ralph 

Mendez (first-team), Zhyair Brown (first-team), 
Izaiah Sanchez (first-team) and Jayden Augus-
tine (honorable mention) were also recognized.  

Isabelle Sobieralski – RHAM High School 
(Basketball): Sobieralski helped power the 
Raptors to a season-opening, 55-49, victory 
over Somers at RHAM High School on Dec. 12. 
Sobeieralski, a senior captain, scored 20 points, 
including hitting a big shot at the end of the 
half that gave the Raptors a four-point lead and 
momentum going into halftime. She was also 
a standout on the defense end as the Raptors 
opened the season with the out-of-conference 
victory.  

Sophia Snyder and Alivia Bairer – East 
Hampton High School (Powderpuff): Snyder 
and Bairer coordinated a Powderpuff game as 
part of their Senior Capstone project. The pair 
spent the months leading up to the game — 
which featured a flag football game between 
the seniors and juniors — designing uniforms 
and organizing the activities before and after the 
game. Along with bringing a fun and spirited 
flag football game to EHHS, the intent was to 
raise money for the East Hampton Food Bank. 
The bake sale and donations collected raised 
$200 for the food bank.  

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Top Sports Moments of 2025 Nominations
With the end of the year rapidly approach-

ing, this is the “last call” to submit top sports 
moment nominations for 2025.  

Nominations are being accepted through 
Friday, Dec. 19 for any team or individual ath-
letic accomplishment from any level (youth, 
high school, or adult). The performance did 
not have to take place locally, but must in-
clude a local team, player, or resident that ac-

complished the feat. 
Submissions can be sent to joshhoward-

sports@gmail.com for consideration. Please 
include as many details (names, dates, statis-
tics, scores, etc.) as possible. 

The Top 25 Moments will be revealed in the 
Jan. 2, 2026 edition of the Rivereast News Bul-
letin.  

EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS AEVERY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS ANaturehood

DiscoverTheForest.org
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News copy (non-letters) deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday 
at noon. Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Monday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
I got to thinking this past weekend about the Christmas spirit—or, if you prefer, the holiday 

spirit. You know, “peace on earth, goodwill toward men” and all that.  And by “men” I mean 
men, women, transgenders, non-genders, atheists, vegetarians, NRA members, visitors from 
Uranus and beyond, people who think it should be legal to marry a goat, and everybody in 
between. So please, no outraged letters to the editor demanding my public beheading as the 
highlight of some festive tree-lighting ceremony.

For my own part, it seems to me that goodwill toward aging opinionated white men such as 
myself is in rather short supply these days, but I remain hopeful. The holiday spirit should be 
open to everyone, even curmudgeons.

At least that’s what I told myself a couple of weeks ago as I clung precariously to a ladder 
twenty feet off the ground, praying (in a rare, but nevertheless heartfelt communication)  to 
Jesus to have mercy while I tried to hang wreaths on our second story windows under the 
close scrutiny of my lovely wife. As one of six children from a happy home, she is a dedicated 
disciple of the Christmas spirit, though I think she might show a little more consideration for 
an old Grinch who’s trying to adjust a wreath a fraction of an inch up or down or sideways 
with one hand, while clinging to the ladder for dear life with the other, all according to direc-
tives shouted through a bullhorn from someone planted firmly on the ground.

I’m kidding about the bullhorn, but my acrophobic terror is quite real. Plus, I’m lazy. Also, I 
don’t like being told what to do.

For reasons that are not entirely clear to me, as the holidays draw near she also insists on 
lighting scented candles throughout the house in a sort of indoor simulation of a California 
wildfire. I don’t know if this mini conflagration has some sort of religious significance or if my 
feet just smell worse this time of year with all the windows closed, but it does provide a certain 
ambiance. I’d find it more appealing if scented candles didn’t cost so much, but far be it from 
me to diminish the Christmas spirit by carping about corporate executives who exploit the 
holy season to reap unholy profits.  

It will probably come as no surprise to you that what holiday spirit we enjoy here in this 
country may be in even shorter supply in certain other parts of the world. For instance, I 
doubt if Vladmir Putin will be dashing downstairs in his pajamas this Christmas morn hoping 
to find a palomino pony. No worries, Vlad. The way things are going, President Trump appears 
to be on his way to handing you Ukraine, all tied up in a pretty bow. What could be more 
gratifying than getting the go-ahead to enslave 35 million people in the name of peace? 

As for me, I like the holiday season, but you can definitely take this Christmas thing too 
far.  My sister-in-law, for instance, has so many holiday knick-knacks underfoot—including a 
statue of an elf flying a kite, which I don’t get at all—that she’s going to have to rent a storage 
room (or a dumpster) once we all go back to hating each other after the New Year.

The fact is, not everybody gets into the spirit of the season and sometimes it’s wiser not to 
push it.  In one of the more extreme cases, I recall reading a newspaper article some years ago 
that reported on the demise of a stubborn young missionary who badgered a primitive tribe 
on a remote island off India. They kept telling him to beat it and he kept coming back until the 
exasperated aborigines finally killed him.  If you’ve ever been bothered by a persistent solicitor 
(and who hasn’t?), you can kind of sympathize with the tribesmen here. In any case, I don’t 
expect that an eighteen-foot inflatable Santa will be rearing his jovial head in the tribe’s village 
center any time soon. I guess the missionary’s head will just have to suffice in the interim.

As for me, I just hope I can get those wreaths off the windows next month without breaking 
my neck. In the meantime, Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and say a heartfelt prayer for 
Ukraine. They’re going to need it.

Jim Hallas

Welp, this is it, folks. Christmas is here. 
Hopefully you’ve all been good boys and girls 
this year and will receive everything you want 
from Santa. 

If you’re a little unsure of your standing 
with the big guy, though, I’ve got one thing 
that I know for a fact will put you on the 
“nice” list.

You can make the early deadline next week.
Due to the holiday, all copy – that means 

everything: letters, event listings, press re-
leases, and general pieces of news – must be 
submitted by noon Monday, Dec. 22. 

No exceptions will be made.
Nor will any exceptions be made the fol-

lowing week, when once again there will 
be an early deadline. All copy for the Jan. 2 
Rivereast must be submitted by noon Mon-
day, Dec. 29.

To recap: it’s Monday noon for the next 
two weeks. Not 1 p.m., not 12:30, not 12:15. 
And check your ‘sent’ folders to make sure the 
emails have actually sent! (Yep, I hear it all, 
folks.) 

All news items can be emailed to bulletin@
glcitizen.com. 

You don’t want to miss out on being a part 
of the final two issues of the year. Nor do you 
want a lump of coal in your stocking from old 
Mr. Kringle. So make those early deadlines – 
and have a wonderful Christmas.

* * *
This sounds like an awful lot of fun: To-

night, Friday, Dec. 19, the Portland High 
School Class of 2026 will hold a “Pizza Wars” 
fundraiser, starting at 6 p.m. at the PHS caf-
eteria.

This will be a pizza competition featuring 
local favorites like Melilli, Fabian’s, Sicily, 
Giovanni’s, Pizzeria DaVinci and SliceWorks. 
Sample the pizza and then vote on your favor-

ites. At the end of the night, the winner of the 
Portland’s Favorite Pizza Award will be an-
nounced!

Tickets will be available at the door, at $15 
for adults and $10 for kids. Proceeds support 
the Class of 2026.

* * *
The tragic, brutal war in Ukraine seems to 

be never-ending. And while it’s totally under-
standable, living half a world away, to have a 
feeling of helplessness and hopelessness about 
the whole thing, there is something you can 
do this weekend to help out.

The Ukrainian American Youth Associa-
tion of Hartford will hold a fundraiser Sun-
day, Dec. 21, from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center, 5 Com-
merce St., Cromwell.

The fundraiser is to help the Kulikovskyi 
family of Ukraine rebuild their lives. On Nov. 
19, the apartment of the Kulikovskyi fam-
ily on Stusa Street, in Ternopil, Ukraine, was 
completely destroyed by a Russian missile 
strike.

At the fundraiser, youth-crafted Christmas 
ornaments and homemade baked goods will 
be available as a token of appreciation for your 
donation. Donations benefit the Ukraine Hu-
manitarian Aid Fund. For more information, 
and to donate online, visit bit.ly/ua-hum-aid.

Hopefully 2026 will see an end to this 
dreadful war. So many lives have been de-
stroyed. 

* * *
One of my favorite Christmas songs is 

“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” – 
and it didn’t start life as a Christmas song at 
all, but rather was just one of many numbers 
from the 1944 movie musical Meet Me in St. 
Louis. In the film, Judy Garland’s character 
sings it to her little sister, played by a 7-year-

old Margaret O’Brien. The two are facing the 
prospect of the family moving away from 
their beloved home.

It’s meant to be a sad song, sung by one de-
pressed sister to another, and neither one of 
them wants to leave. The original lyrics to the 
song, in fact, contain super-depressing lines 
like

“Have yourself a merry little Christmas/
It may be your last/Next year we may all be 
living in the past” and “Faithful friends who 
were dear to us/Will be near to us no more.”

Judy Garland balked at singing the song as 
it was originally written. Yes, the girls were 
meant to be depressed, but not that depressed. 
As Judy told the song’s writer, “If I sing that to 
sweet little Margaret O’Brien, they’ll think I’m 
a monster!” The writer, Hugh Martin, eventu-
ally gave in, and came up with a less-down-
beat version to perform, with now-familiar 
lines such as “Have yourself a merry little 
Christmas/Let your heart be light/Next year 
all our troubles will be out of sight.”

But Martin didn’t wring all the sadness out 
of the piece. At the end of the song, Judy sings, 
“Someday soon, we all will be together/If the 
fates allow/Until then, we’ll have to muddle 
through somehow.’’

In my opinion, it’s these closing lines of the 
song that help to make it so great. Overall, the 
song’s message is an uplifting one, but it ends 
on this somber, bittersweet note, one that 
works well with the way a lot of people feel 
this time of year. And it helps that Judy Gar-
land sings it so powerfully. Martin himself has 

described the “muddle through” sentiment as 
“just so kind of…down-to-earth.”

But anyone who listens to radio at Christ-
mastime knows that this version of the song, 
while it does get occasional airplay, is not the 
most popular variation of “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas.” In 1957, Frank Sina-
tra was recording a Christmas album, and 
asked Martin if he could rewrite the “muddle 
through” line. The name of his album was A 
Jolly Christmas, and, as Martin told Entertain-
ment Weekly, Sinatra said, “Do you think you 
could jolly it up for me?”

So, he did. The “muddle through” line was 
replaced with “Hang a shining star upon the 
highest bough.” Martin also tweaked the song 
a little in other ways, replacing words like 
“next year” with “from now on,” which gave 
the words more of a timeless happiness kind 
of feel.

The Sinatra version is what became the 
Christmas standard, and it’s been recorded by 
scores of artists over the years, including The 
Carpenters, who I wrote about last week. And 
while I’ll gladly listen to either version, I sim-
ply prefer the Judy Garland one. Like I said, 
she had such a powerful voice, and was able to 
at once convey the encouragement of the song 
as well as its somberness. 

In many ways, it’s the perfect Christmas 
song. It blends happiness and sadness togeth-
er in a concoction that is ultimately inspiring, 
with the promise that “next year, all our trou-
bles will be miles away.”

A Moving Performance… Members of the choir Music Moves Hartford and leaders 
of St. Peter’s Church in Hebron gathered for a special dinner prior to the concert 
on Dec. 14 as part of the Sanctuary Performing Arts concert series. Pictured is the 
entire group with JoAnn Osmond, front left, and Marcia Eaton, front right, of St. 
Peter’s presented a $1,000 check to Marianne Vogel, director of Music Moves Hart-
ford, front center, to continue their ministry as the only street choir in New England.
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HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396
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Thermal Underwear • Carhartt Clothing
Winter Boots • Wool Sweaters • Wool Socks & Hats

Last Minute
Holiday Gift Ideas

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 8-12:3012:30

Timex Watches
Benchmade Knives

Swiss Army Knives • Binoculars

Gift

Certificates!

Merry 
Christmas!

Early Deadline for
Next Two Weeks

Christmas is coming and with it, early 
deadlines for the Rivereast.

ALL copy – letters to the editor, news re-
leases, event listings, etc. – for next week’s 
(Dec. 26) Rivereast News Bulletin must be 
in no later than noon Monday, Dec. 22.

Likewise, all copy for the Jan. 2 issue 
must be in no later than noon Monday, 
Dec. 29.

No exceptions will be made.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from all of us at the Rivereast News Bulletin.

Dementia Talks No. 41
To the Editor:

Last week I touched on Mom’s reflection in 
the mirror and the possibility that she didn’t 
recognize herself; and that correcting someone 
with dementia may not be the best response. 
Rather, pause and meet them where they are.

Pulling that thought forward, I wanted to 
share that next month it will be 20 years since 
my dad floated from his hospital bed to the 
clouds above. At times Mom knows Dad is 
gone, at other times she doesn’t. Mostly she 
doesn’t. She has asked if Dad was on his way, or 
that she was going to meet him, or variations of 
that theme.

How should we respond? Should we respond?
In a support group, sometime ago, this was a 

discussion point. There were some that felt that 
it was important to let their person with demen-
tia know that the loved one that they were ask-
ing about had passed away, and that it happened 
a long time ago. 

Others felt that it was better to avoid the 
topic. Another person simply asked “why share 
such devastating news?” The group paused. 

The discussion circled around a couple of 
times, then landed on general agreement that 
sharing when a family member, friend, pet re-
cently died; or correcting them because their 
spouse, cousin, parent, child, friend, or Blacky 
the cat passed away years ago, likely wasn’t the 
best approach. 

The rationale came as a question – would 
we want to feel the emotion that we felt when 
a loved one FIRST passes away? The answers 
came quickly – No, we wouldn’t. 

The rationale went further as we talked about 
how those feelings were devastating and why 
would we want to put our loved one, with de-
mentia, through those feelings every time the 
topic of a person, that passed so long ago, came 
up. 

A person with dementia will connect people 
with emotions; if we are delivering bad news 
and making them feel sad – our face becomes 
connected to sadness. Emotions are the last to 
leave our loved ones. 

In Mom’s situation, when she says “your fa-
ther” or “he” will be home soon; I smile and say 
“it will be so very nice to see him.” Then we con-
tinue doing what we were doing.

I share my experiences so that you can see 
different perspectives, and to also let you know 
that you are not alone.

With much love and peace, 
Tonya Maurer – Amston

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

Paper Angels
To the Editor:

For years, the holiday season came with a qui-
et reminder tucked near the front of a mall or 
department store. A small tree, covered in paper 
angels. Each angel carried a name, an age, and a 
simple wish. A coat. A toy. A warm blanket. You 
didn’t need to know the person. You just picked 
an angel, and you helped.

Those trees are mostly gone now. As malls 
close and department stores disappear, so do 
the paper angels. And with them, something 
important faded too.

In their absence, many of us have started 
looking elsewhere. We look to “the rich.” We 
look to government programs. We look to char-
ities we’ve never seen and systems we don’t real-
ly understand. We wait for someone else to fix it.

But this was never something someone else 
fixed.

The power of those paper angels wasn’t scale 
or policy. It was proximity. It was seeing a need, 
small and specific, and choosing to meet it. No 
speeches. No debates. No pointing fingers. Just 
people helping people.

When we lose those reminders, it becomes 
easier to believe that caring for others is some-
one else’s responsibility. That if a problem is big, 
it must require big solutions, big money, or big 
institutions. But the truth is, many of the needs 
around us are not abstract. They are personal. 
They are local. And they are solvable.

We don’t need a mall to bring paper angels 
back. We don’t need a department store to tell 
us who needs help. Those needs are still here. 
They always were.

Taking care of our paper angels starts and 
ends with us. With neighbors. With commu-
nities. With individuals deciding that waiting 
is no longer acceptable. If something is miss-
ing this holiday season, maybe it’s not the trees 
themselves. Maybe it’s the reminder that re-
sponsibility doesn’t belong somewhere else. It 
belongs to us.

Merry Christmas, Colchester. 
Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

Ethics Complaint from
a Republican

To the Editor:
The hypocrisy of the Colchester Republi-

can Town Committee and Michael Dubreuil is 
something else. Last week’s article complained 
about the ethics of a holiday party which a for-
mer Republican member of the Board of Edu-
cation, Margo Gignac, has thrown for several 
years, which gathered both elected officials and 
administrators from the school and the town. 
This is one of those rare attempts to create an 
atmosphere of cooperation, bipartisanship and 
levity in the holiday season. As a former BOF 
member, I was invited and attended. I attended 
another of these parties in 2021 or 2022, and I 
saw both John Thomas and Tim Vaillancourt at 
that gathering. Yet now this is an ethical issue 
because the party was hosted at former BOE 
Chairman Donna Antonacci’s business and 
both Debreuil and Donna have put in for the 
vacancy on the Board of Finance.

The same town committee that has no issues 
with the Trump Administration’s astonishingly 
brazen grift and corruption is complaining 
about a holiday gathering? One that Margo Gig-
nac and Donna organized and paid for to cel-
ebrate those they worked with over the last four 
years as BOE members. They were not selling 
“Trump Meme Coins,” accepting a $400 million 
747 from a foreign government with ties to ter-

Andover Wreaths 
Across America

To the Editor:
The second annual Andover Wreaths Across 

America (WAA) day on Dec. 13 was a resound-
ing success. We were fortunate to beat the snow 
by a day! I would like to thank all those who 
braved the cold and joined us in the laying of 
wreaths on the graves of the veterans buried in 
our three cemeteries: Olde Burial Ground, the 
Congregational Church, and the Townsend 
Cemetery. I would especially like to thank the 
volunteers who diligently gathered sponsors to 
purchase the wreaths. Our core team consists 
of Pat Billings, Jessee and Nicki Person, Ellen 
Bernard, Valerie Jurovaty, Joan Foran, Celine 

A Little Church 
Doing Big Things

To the Editor:
Christ Lutheran Church and the Early Child-

hood Center in Hebron may be considered 
small by some, relative to active membership 
(30-40 people worshiping typically @ Sunday 
services). But the group of dedicated individu-
als that make up our congregation and our Early 
Childhood Center, led by members of our so-
cial ministry/Caring Shepherds committee, by 
the grace of God do absolutely huge things to 
support our community and the less fortunate 
among us. Open pantry days are held through-
out the year which provide food staples, per-
sonal hygiene products, cleaning supplies and 
other staples for life (each open pantry typically 
distributes goods to support 60-80 people). 

We also provide special services and meals 
during holidays. At Thanksgiving, 22 complete 
Thanksgiving family meals (with turkeys or 
hams) were provided to families in need. For 
Christmas, 26 complete meals will be provided 
(to feed 115 people). The congregation, teachers 
and kids from our early childhood daycare cen-
ter will donate 35 children’s gift boxes to opera-
tion Christmas child to be distributed around 
the world to under privileged children. The 
congregation also will provide 43 specifically 
requested Christmas gifts to people within the 
Hebron community. 

We as a congregation thank everyone who 
over the year who has so generously supported 
out outreach and missions projects, especially 
our Caring Shepherds/social ministry commit-
tee members. Anyone interested in participat-
ing in or donating to our social ministry is wel-
come to join us and can call us at 860-228-1152. 

We also invite everyone to worship with us 
each Sunday at our 9 a.m. services and especial-
ly at this blessed time of year for our Christmas 
Eve Dec. 24th 7 p.m. candlelight service at 330 
Church St., Hebron (Amston) CT.

Sincerely,
Patrick Rubega – East Hampton

President, Christ Lutheran Church

An Excellent Event
To the Editor:

Saturday, Dec. 13, was a cloudy chilly day for 
the Wreaths Across America event held at the 
Andover Monument Park on Route 6. What an 
amazing turnout of dedicated people. Colonel 
Susan Camoroda (retired) was the Location Co-
ordinator of this event. She spent hours working 
on this project that it would be done in a loving 
caring way and she succeeded!

At precisely 12:00 p.m., ceremonies are held 
across America for all those states and towns 
that are involved in this project. Our fallen sol-
diers are honored by our Veterans in Andover 
having served in one of the branches of service 
to our country. Amy Orlomoski was Mistress of 
Ceremony, our National Anthem was sung and 
Andover Scout Pack 124 presented the Posting 
of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance, followed 
by Wreath-laying by our veterans, representing 
each of these services: Army, Dominic Derico; 
Navy, Mike Palazzi; Air Force, Jesse Person; Ma-
rines, Brad Kelle; Space Force, Patrick Dough-
erty; Merchant Marines, Richard Swartwout; 
POW/MIA, Scott Warren. Taps were played by 
Jack and Patrick Dougherty. What a moving un-
forgettable moment. 

Following this ceremony people went to our 
three gravesites in town – Olde Andover Bury-
ing Ground, Townsend Cemetery, and First 
Congregational Church Cemetery – to lay 
wreaths on our Veterans graves. Celine Maurais 
organized the beverages and light lunch for all. 
Our Community Room welcomed everyone af-
ter such cold outside.

A gracious thank you to all the people who 
served on this committee to make this a won-
derful caring event. Unfortunately, I did not 
have everyone’s name but want all to know how 
meaningful this excellent event meant to us. 
Thank you to all of you.

God bless everyone -- stay healthy and safe 
this wonderous time of year.

Sincerely,
Cathy Palazzi 

Andover Resident

Holiday Wish for
Todge and David

To the Editor:
I read about the closing of Ted’s IGA Market 

with feelings of sadness and joy. Sadness that 
one of Hebron’s beloved institutions will no lon-
ger be a part of our lives after all these years, and 
joy the Todge and David will have opportunities 
to experience all the wondrous adventures that 
await them in retirement.

One of my holiday wishes is that the brothers 
will not become strangers to Hebron. Todge and 
David, you have given so much to our commu-
nity for so many years. Well done, guys! You are 
much appreciated! I hope you will continue to 
think of us warmly and will remain a part of the 
fabric of our town. 

It is good to know the staff will remain in 
place. Wishing you and your families all the 
best!

Sincerely,
Althea Carr – Hebron

Longtime Customer

rorist organizations (though I didn’t check the 
back parking lot of Lotus Games where the par-
ty was held), nor were either of them steering 
hundred-million-dollar contracts to their sons 
or son-in-law as is the current Trump admin-
istration is.

And what is up with the Rivereast? How many 
times will your reporters be led around by the 
nose by people like Michael Dubreuil? The vot-
ers in Colchester are sick and tired of him and 
the radical members of the RTC that are con-
stantly drumming up conspiracy theories as 
opposed to working on and solving everyday 
issues like educating our kids and funding our 
town. The voters soundly rejected them in last 
month’s elections where they lost every seat by 
an almost two to one margin!

Mike Egan – Colchester

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 12/31/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 12/31/25. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.
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Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00pm

Gluten Free Menu AvailableRESTAURANT

Merry Christmas To Everyone From All Of Us At Eggs Up!

Breakfast with the Grinch
on Saturday, Dec. 20th

from 8a.m. - 10a.m.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE12-19-2547 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL Sunday 
Ticket!

10 Wings & Pitcher
of PBR Special

$22.95
During Games

Friday, Dec. 19th Christmas Party with
“Blue Mountain Haze”

Friday, Dec. 26th Open Juke Box and Free Pool
Wednesday, Dec. 31st New Year’s Eve Celebration

Prime Rib Dinner $29.95

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

Maurais, John Botti, Michelle Lorenz, Heather 
Johnson, and Roberta and Patrick Dougherty. I 
am so grateful for all of you.

 I also want to thank those who participated 
in the opening ceremony conducted at Veter-
ans Monument Park at noon. The WAA desig-
nates noon (local) as the time for the opening 
ceremony to occur at the over 5,200 locations 
across the United States and overseas. This year 
we were honored to have Amy Orlomoski, our 
librarian, as our Mistress of Ceremonies who 
read for us the message from the WAA orga-
nization; Arianna Choinski who sang the Na-
tional Anthem; Andover Cub Scout Pack 124 
who posted the colors and led us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance; ceremonial wreath layers Domi-
nic Derico, Michael Palazzi, Brad Kelle, Jessee 
Person, Richard Swartwout, Rusty Billings, Pat-
rick Doughetry, and Scott Warren; and to Jack 
and Patrick Dougherty for the playing of Taps. 

 I am tremendously thankful to all who spon-
sored wreaths, be it one wreath or many. And 
there is good news! From now until Dec. 31, the 
WAA is matching sponsorships. Sign up now; 
get ahead of the curve. This BOGO deal can’t be 
missed! Our link is www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/CT0170. Forms are at the Town Hall. See 
you in 2026!

Susan Camoroda
Andover Wreaths Across America 

Location Coordinator

Festival of Wreaths Thank You
To the Editor:

On Dec. 6 and 7, the Portland Historical So-
ciety held its 14th annual Festival of Wreaths 
— “Jingle & Mingle” — showcasing 34 uniquely 
decorated holiday wreaths, swags and tabletop 
decorations, each demonstrating the wonder-
ful ideas of individuals, businesses, classrooms 
and organizations of Portland. On behalf of the 
society, I would like to thank the following for 
their donations of wreaths for the Festival: Col-
leen Brede, Portland River Valley Garden Club, 
EverGreen Landscaping, Amy Knous, Gotta’s 
Farm, Linda Cunningham, Rhea DeBari, Joyce 
Murphy, Mallory Rowley, Susan & Tom Brans-
field, Denise Kately, Sarah Perruccio, Brown-
stone Quorum, Kathy Richards, Eileen Marino, 
Portland Fair Association, Martha Lutecki, 
Friends of the Portland Library, Portland Gar-
den Club, Deb Freitag, Margot Chapman, St. 
Mary’s Ladies Guild, Jane Klemba, Room 13 at 
Gildersleeve School, Babs & George Scheer and 
Sharon Paddock. We would also like to thank 
Linda Cunningham, Susan Alyson Young and 
Joan Pestritto for their financial support.

We thank the people from near and far who 
came to see the decorated wreaths and bought 
raffle tickets — on Sunday afternoon many were 
lucky enough to go home with beautiful, fun 
holiday decorations. Some folks even did their 
holiday shopping in our Callander Cupboard 
Pop Up Shop. Many thanks to our volunteers, 
our bakers and to Hemlock Grange for the use 
of their hall. A heartfelt thank you goes to all the 
“worker bees” who make this weekend possible.

A special thank you to the Portland High 
School A Cappella singers and their director 
Samuel Tucker for their renditions of holiday 
songs on Saturday afternoon.

The profits from this fundraiser will help the 
society preserve Portland’s history at the Ruth 
Callander House Museum of Portland History 
and provide educational programs for the pub-
lic.

The Portland Historical Society, Inc.
Deborah Ellsworth, Ways & Means

Another Loss
To the Editor:

The greatest gift we have to protect is our 
health. The greatest gifts we have to preserve are 
our natural resources. We owe the families who 
preserved their land, in Hebron, a great deal of 
gratitude. Let’s hope their wisdom rubs off on 
the rest of us, including town hall, by respecting 
local land and vital watersheds. 

Where to begin? For every generation I say, 
it’s your future. Choose wisely. Look down the 
road. Imagine how you want your life to be ten, 
twenty, even fifty years from now. Then, work 
backwards from that point. If your vision in-
cludes safe drinking water for all, what will it 
take, now, to safeguard that resource? Party 
lawns and pollution? Or mature sacrifices? In 
the past few years the loudest political conversa-
tions, in Hebron and beyond, have felt confused 
and with almost no sustainable goals in mind. 

However, there are visionary thinkers out 
there. Several are on Hebron’s DPW Action 
Committee. Others have spoken to us, loud 
and clear, for years, in Hebron’s town magazine, 
Hebron Views. Unfortunately, these clear voices 
from boards and committees, will now be made 
less accessible. Let’s hope they can utilize the 
Rivereast and are not silenced altogether. These 
voices of “The View” repeatedly represent pub-
lic opinion and the values of Hebron. Not ev-
eryone enjoys trolling the internet looking for 

news. A regular publication, in our mailboxes, 
is entirely different. It’s tangible, requires no in-
ternet and as we read, we are all “on the same 
page.” The mail is also still the best way to reach 
the public. If you’ve ever owed taxes, the taxman 
will find you through the United States Postal 
Service, no problem.

We have lost a great deal recently, The Friends 
of the Douglas Library, the cozy library park-
ing lot, corn and hay fields, the quiet in many 
backyards, abundant Open Space funding, 
a sense that our land and water are safe from 
pollution and now we lose Hebron Views. In 
a town that prides itself on education I find 
these losses most ironic. It’s too bad we were 
not given the option to subscribe to “The View.” 
With enough support, perhaps readers could 
have continued providing these magazines to 
all households, subscriptions or not. After all, 
isn’t reading fundamental? Education, history, 
open land and natural resources were the heart 
of Hebron Views. This magazine will be sorely 
missed. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Private Room Rental Available UpstairsBOOK 
NOW!

Gift Certificates & BBQ Sauces make great gifts for the holidays!

Happy Holidays! 

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

Holiday hours: Mon. 12/22 
12-6pm Gift Certificates only, 

Tues. 12/23 11:30 - 8pm, 
Wed. 12/24 9am - 1pm 
Gift Certificates Only, 

Closed 12/25, 
Open Fri. 12/26 & Sat. 12/27 Reg. Hrs

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm, Sun. 3-9pm

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drink & fooD
DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close, Karaoke Every Thurs. 8:30 til close

Saturday 12/20 Open Mic Nite 7pm
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Sun Noon - 11pm

Free Pool
Tue., Wed. & Sun.

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG

LOGAN RYAN WITH LEO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018. 
They’re a little bit of a lot of things, but they’re all pure love.

MY SHELTER PETS ARE
MY BIGGEST FANS

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 6pm, Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

Located at 8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
(860) 295-9251

www.marlboroughbakeryandcafe.com

Grill open weekdays til 4pm for 
Breakfast & Lunch - Bakery Open Til 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday - 
Grill & Bakery Open til 3pm.
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Holiday Cakes, Pies,
Cookie Trays & Breads,

Specialty Holiday 
Baked Goods

We have all your 
holiday favorites

baked fresh!
Call Today!

Sunday Brunch! Stuffed Breads Daily!
Stop in for a catering menu.

Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton • 860.365.5238
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visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events

From our butchers to your plate, 
for a freshness you can taste.

The Dublin...Often Imitated, 
Never Duplicated

RATED TOP 10 
RESTAURANTS!

Area’s Best Burgers & Wings!

Tuesday nights, it’s the
Famous Dublin Prime Rib Madness!

Join us for our oven roasted 
Queen Cut Prime Rib

Meal comes with a small side salad...for just $1000 from 5pm - while it lasts.
Join us for $10 Bottomless Pasta 

Every Thursday starting at 5pm w/bread and salad.
 Choice of penne or fettucine, alfredo or traditional meat sauce, optional 

add-ons - chicken, scallops, sausage or meatballs for $4, shrimp $4ea.
Dine-in Only - no takeout.

BEEF & SEAFOOD COMPANY
DINE-IN 

ONLY

Hours: EvEry sunday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Call for reservations
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112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester  860-531-9160
 www.fornarellis.com

• Holiday Gift Cards Available

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT - NO COVER
SATURDAY NIGHT 12/20 “IN DEEP”

FORNARELLI’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
FRIDAY, DEC. 19TH DOWNSTAIRS IN
THE LOUNGE WITH “DJ SADBOY”

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

LuncH – Happy Hour
dinnEr & drink spEciaLs

downstairs LoungE  
Holiday Catering Menu Available online & on Facebook

Join us For sunday BruncH
C
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night! Happy Hour Bar Only

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

FIVE COURSE MENU NOT AVAILABLE ON CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE,
HOLIDAY MENU WILL BE SERVED ON NEW YEAR’S EVE

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Piano Playing 
Friday & Saturday

Open Regular 
Hours on 

Christmas Eve!
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$Hundreds of Toys, cont. from page 1

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE12-19-25

Family owned & operated Holiday Catering Available
Call or stop in for a menu today!

WINTER SPECIAL

15% off
Seafood Trays

advice into federal service, working as a civilian 
paralegal for the United States Navy. She retired 
at 60, with the security of a pension and health 
care – benefits she recognizes are increasingly 
rare.

That awareness, combined with rising costs 
and difficult economic times, shapes how she 
views the impact of toy drives. She believes 
donated gifts don’t just help children - they lift 
entire families. For parents struggling to make 
ends meet, knowing their children will have 
something to open on Christmas morning can 

bring enormous relief.
Neer’s giving doesn’t stop at toys alone. She 

also buys children’s book-and-stuffed-animal 
sets sold to benefit children’s hospitals, allow-
ing one purchase to support multiple causes. 
Still, she doesn’t spread herself thin. Her focus 
is clear and unwavering. “Children are my pas-
sion,” she said.

When she imagines the children who receive 

the gifts, her hope is not extravagant. She wants 
them to feel happy, to feel remembered and to 
grow up knowing that strangers cared enough 
to help. More than anything, she hopes that feel-
ing stays with them - that one day, they might 
pass it on.

In Colchester, Neer’s efforts have become qui-
etly legendary. The police department remem-
bers her. The truckloads of toys are expected. 

And though she would never describe herself 
this way, it’s hard not to think of her as a kind of 
Mrs. Claus – practical, warm and guided not by 
spectacle, but by steady generosity.

In a season often rushed and loud, Neer’s 
story is a reminder that the heart of Christmas 
can be built slowly, year by year, toy by toy – by 
someone who believes, without hesitation, that 
every child deserves to wake up to joy.
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A
Christmas
Reminder

Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457

Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372

This holiday season makes for a valuable exercise if we would take it. We are
moving in the direction of the changing world conditions. Such conditions
effect and affect our daily existence – how we think and what we do and don’t
do. It is too easy to get caught up in the mood and movement resulting in the
absence of God’s Good News which conquers all the bad news. When God is
left out of the GOODNEWS we have only ZERO (Good – God = 0). We are
left with trying to piece together, to keep together the things in and about
our lives which seem to give it meaning. We need light for the darkness;
right for the wrongness; and a safe and sure WAY through these days in
which we live.

A Way is Needed
The artist’s painting of the wooded forest was not to be looked upon in
comfort. It needed a way in and a way out, a path through it. Here we are on
planet earth looking up into seemingly endless galaxies, conscious of timeless
eternity and becoming more aware of our littleness, our limitedness. “There
is A WAY which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death” (Proverbs 14:12). We could cry out with Thomas, “How can we
know THE WAY?” (John 14:5).

A Way is Provided
“Jesus saith unto Him, I AM THE WAY, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). The Christ of the Scriptures
is the only Christ that works and outworks God’s everpresent Person and His
gracious all-wise program for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Peter, John, Paul, for
you and me. “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

The Way Must Be Received
and Relied Upon

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the LIGHT of the world: he
that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”
(John 8:12). “For the wages of sin is death; but the GIFT of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “Jesus said unto her, I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that BELIEVETH INME, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and BELIEVETH IN ME shall never
die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25-26). So that we assuredly say, “I have
chosen THE WAY of truth” (Psalm 119:30) and with David, “As for God,
HIS WAY is perfect” (Psalm 18:30). It is God who “maketh MY WAY (in
His way) perfect [a wholeness that is safe and full of health]” (Psalm 18:32).

SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages 

10:45 am Morning Worship
6:30 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

www.middletownbiblechurch.org 
Independent • Bible Centered • Christ Exalting

Contact us if you are interested in a
free Bible correspondence course.
BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely

message 24 hours a day.
BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103 C
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 1/15/25 12
04

25
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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$Hall of Fame, cont. from page 1

The biggest obstacle for the selection com-
mittee may be sorting through over 200 years 
of historical nominations. The history of Bacon 
Academy dates by to the early 1800s when a 
prominent Colchester farmer, Pierpoint Ba-
con,  died and left an endowment of $35,000. 
The endowment was to the inhabitants of the 
First Society of Colchester for the purpose of 
supporting and maintaining a school that was 
formerly established as Bacon Academy, which 
opened its doors in 1803. 

Begue also noted that even if the person 
nominated is not selected for the initial class, 
the committee will keep their nomination on 
file for future consideration. 

“We’ve got so many years of history, from 
sports teams to historical figures to people who 
have gone on to do great achievements in the 

arts,” expressed Begue. “There are so many pos-
sibilities and so many things to celebrate.”

Nominations can be made online at 
ba.colchesterct.org/halloffame and paper appli-
cations can be found at Bacon Academy’s main 
office or at the Colchester Senior Center. 

Following the initial year,  Begue noted that 
the goal would be to complete the nomination 
process by Oct. 1 for any subsequent year.

The Bacon Academy Hall of Fame is currently accepting nomination for the inaugural 
inductees. Nominations are being accepted through Jan. 12, 2026, with the initial class 
set to be celebrated in the spring of next year. 

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Seeing the Canadian Sights… Jane Muskatallo of Portland brought the Rivereast 
with her as she went sightseeing at Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse in Nova Scotia, Canada, 
on a windy day.

Visiting Normandy… Peter and Frances Kupczak brought along the Rivereast on a 
recent trip to American Cemetery in Normandy, France. 

Rainy Day Fun… Colchester residents Regina Jones and Peter Siver brought the 
Rivereast with them on a recent trip to the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, along the 
Cascade Range in Washington. Mount Saint Helens is seen in the background. The two 
traveled along the Columbia and Snake rivers. During a good part of their journey, 
including the day they were hiking at Mount Saint Helens, it was a “typical” rainy 
day in the Pacific Northwest.

Rivereast in Hilton Head… Cindy & Don Biancamano enjoyed exploring Hilton 
Head Island in South Carolina recently – and they brought along the Rivereast!
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Merry Christmas and
Happy & Healthy

New Year to all my 
wonderful 
customers, 

family & friends!

MachowskiC@raveis.com
C 860.614.9240 | O 860.633.0111

218 New London Tpke, Glastonbury, CT 06033

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled 
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Netto Indoor Soccer: Indoor soccer for fifth- 
and sixth-graders. Games will begin Jan. 7, and 
will be played from the end of school until 4:30 
p.m. at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee 
for this program is $75 and participants will re-
ceive a T-shirt.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: For ages 2-3 with 
caregiver. Tuesdays, Jan. 6 and March 24, from 
5-5:30 p.m., or Saturdays, Jan. 10-March 28, 
9:30-10 a.m. Children will be introduced to ba-
sic dance moves, work on their motor skills, and 
develop a sense of music. Class is held at Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is $150.

Sparkling Spinners: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, 
4:30-5 p.m., Jan. 8-March 26. Classes held at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is 
$150.

Kids Klub: For ages 4-7. Saturdays, 11:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m., Jan. 10-March 28. If your 
child has an interest in a variety of dance styles, 
movement, and the arts, this is the ideal class 
for them. Class is held at Dance Dynamics in 
Hebron. Registration fee is $150.

Kids & Family Sewing (Microwaveable 
Lovey): For ages 7 and up. Thursday, Jan. 29, 
5:30-7 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Par-
ticipants will create a stuffed animal with flax 
seed and lavender that you can warm up for 
aches and pains. Registration fee is $55/resident 
and $60/non-resident.

Crayola Imagine Art Academy – World of 
Design: Think It, Draw It, Make It!: For grades 
K-6. Tuesdays, Feb. 3-March 17, 3:15-4:15 p.m., 
at MES. Experiment with Crayola products and 
many art techniques like sculpting, storyboard-
ing, collage, and mixed media. Discover design, 
careers like graphic design, universal design, 
urban design, and produce design. Fee is $142/
resident, $147/non-resident.

Lego – Winter Wonderland Engineering: 
For grades K-4. Wednesdays, Feb. 4-March 11, 
3:15-4:45 p.m., at MES. Explore your snowiest 
ideas and learn STEM concept, with the guid-

ance of an experienced Play-Well instructor. Fee 
is $139/resident/$144/non-resident.

Mad Science – Ready STEM Go!: For grades 
K-6. Thursdays, Feb. 5-March 12, 3:15- 4:15 
p.m., at MES. Kids make mixtures and explore 
the science of motion and energy. Fee is $142/
resident, $147/non-resident.

Kids & Family Sewing (Pet Snuffle): Ages 7 
and up, Thursday, Feb. 12, 5:30-7 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Participants will create 
a pet snuffle stuffed animal. Fee is $45/resident, 
$50/non-resident. 

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Feb. 
14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. This class is designed to help students learn 
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident.

Kids & Family Sewing (Reusable Bunny Bag 
Shaped Gift Bag): For ages 7 and up. Thursday, 
March 5, 5:30-7 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Tuesday, 
March 17, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident. 	

Adult Programs: Adult Ballet: For ages 18 
and up. Tuesdays, Jan. 6-March 24, 6:30-7:15 
p.m., at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is 
$200.

Adult Tap: For ages 18 and up. Thursdays, 
Jan. 8-March 26, 8-8:45 p.m., at Dance Dynam-
ics in Hebron. Fee is $200.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., begin-
ning in January, at Marlborough Senior Center. 
Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Sessions runs 
until the end of April.

Celebrate the Arts
on New Year’s Eve

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 
Main St., invites all art lovers to attend a New 
Year’s Eve party on Wednesday, Dec. 31, from 
6-9 p.m. 

This is the last opportunity to view the arts 
center’s latest exhibition of six local artists in the 
main gallery while also celebrating the coming 
of the new year. Feel free to BYOB and a sweet 
or savory finger food snack to share if you wish.  

Visit www.marlborougharts.org, email info@
marlborougharts.org or call 860-467-6353 for 
more information. 

Holiday Closings
Marlborough Town Hall, Senior Center, 

and Public Works will be closed Wednes-
day, Dec. 24, and Thursday, Dec. 25, for the 
Christmas holiday. 

The following week, they will close at 
noon Wednesday, Dec. 31, and all day 
Thursday, Jan. 1.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Christmas Mass Schedule: Wednesday, Dec. 
24, Vigil Masses at 4 p.m. and 9 p.m., and Thurs-
day, Dec. 25, at 9:30 a.m. 

Advent Extended Reconciliation Schedule: 
Saturday, Dec. 20, 2-3:30 p.m. and Monday, 
Dec. 22, 5-7 p.m. 

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are un-
derway for this season. Cindy Bryan, Eileen 
Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the programs 

for grades K-10, to include a high school youth 
group. For more information, access the church 
website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough 
Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping lists are 
available at the Masses. Sandwich-making and 
collection continues the last Thursday of the 
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown. 
Other scheduled service opportunities can be 
found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

ECHS Honor Roll
Four Marlborough residents made the East 

Catholic High School honor roll for the first 
quarter of the 2025-26 school year. 

Honors with Distinction: Grade 12: Lucy 
DeCorleto; Grade 11: Kalli Bevans, Kamden 
Bevans.

Second Honors: Grade 10: Alexander 
O’Brien.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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Come Try Our Delicious Organic / Antibiotic 
Free Chicken used in all our chicken dishes!

Where Tradition Meets Innovation!

(860) 295-8181 • Marlborough, CT
www.marlboroughpizzact.com

HOLIDAY
CATERING

Call us for your home or 
office parties & gatherings!

Local Delivery Available through our Website!
www.marlboroughpizzact.com

RE12-13-24

Gift Certificates

CALL US TODAY!

(860) 295-8181

available 
for
the 

holidays!
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas
from our family to yours!

Dr. Kullen Gallagher, DMD
Marlborough Family Dental

14 Jones Hollow Road, Suite 15 • Marlborough, CT • (860) 295-8132
marlboroughfamilydental.com

Kiley, Kullen, Aubrey & Melissa Gallagher

Taxes Due
The second installment of taxes for the Oct. 1, 

2024 Grand List for Real Estate, Motor Vehicles 
and Personal Property are due and payable on 
Jan. 1, 2026, and will be delinquent on Feb. 2, 
2026. Also due are the Motor Vehicle supple-
mental taxes for the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2024. 
Supplemental bills were mailed in December 
2025.

Failure to pay on time will be subject to in-
terest of one and one-half percent per month 
reverting to the due date or 18% per year. If 
you do not receive a bill, please check online at 
www.marlboroughct.gov, bill look up (online 
tax payments), or contact the Tax Office at 860-

295-6205.
Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collector, 

Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447; checks can be placed (no cash) 
in the drop box outside Town Hall; or payments 
can be made in person at Town Hall via cash or 
check only. (Credit card payments cannot be ac-
cepted in person.) 

You may also pay online at www.marlbor-
oughct.gov with Mastercard, Visa or ACH. 
Tax Collector hours are Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8:30 
a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

Richmond Memorial Library News & Notes
Richmond Memorial Library, located at 15 

School Drive, has announced the following 
items of interest. Registration required for all 
programs unless noted. For more information, 
full program descriptions or to register, call 
860-295-6210 or visit richmondlibrary.info.

Babytime: There will be a baby-centered sto-
rytime with songs, rhymes, lap bounces, and a 
story on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. through Dec. 19. 

For children up to 24 months, with their care-
givers. Held in the Storytime Room.

Dungeons and Dragons Fungeon: Tweens 
and teens (ages 10-16) are invited to enjoy a sin-
gle-session Dungeons & Dragons game on Mon-
day, Dec. 22, at 5 p.m. All supplies provided but 
you will need a Level 4 character (made using 
2014 rules). If you do not have one, the library 
will have some prepared for you to choose from.

Watercolor Workshop at Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., is offering a six-week series of water-
color classes on Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
from Jan. 15-Feb. 19. 

Entitled “Capturing the Essence,” this work-
shop is designed to help you express yourself in 
an impressionistic way.  Topics include the fun-
damentals of composition, values, edges, shapes, 
color, perspective, proportions and more. A 
demonstration will be given each day where in-
structor Alan James will explain the composi-
tion and techniques he uses for each painting.  
Students will then create the same painting with 
hands-on instruction and guidance.

James is an award-winning watercolor artist 

and teacher.  His art graces the walls of many 
private and corporate collectors worldwide. 
James is the East Coast America host of the in-
ternet TV show Colour in Your Life. As of spring 
2025, his work is literally on the moon, having 
been selected for a lunar module library featur-
ing artists from around the world.  More infor-
mation about James and his art can be found at 
alanjamesart.com.

The series is $360 for all six classes. To regis-
ter and see class make-up policies, go to www.
marlborougharts.org. Online registration is 
preferred but mail-in is also possible. For more 
information, call 860-467-6353.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
gov. 

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday 
Closings: On Dec. 24, the center is open from 
8 a.m.-noon; the center will then be closed all 
of Dec. 25, but reopen for its usual schedule on 
Dec. 26. On Dec. 31, the center will be open 
from 8 a.m.-noon, and it will be closed Jan. 1. 

Note: As of Jan. 1, all events not regularly 
scheduled will require a RSVP.

Events: ClearCaptions Free Phone: Tues-
day, Jan. 6, 11 a.m.-noon. Made possible by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, ClearCaptions 
provides caption telephones and the caption-
ing service nationwide at no cost to those with 
hearing loss. Internet service is required. There 
are also apps for iPhones and iPads, and soon 
for Android phones.  

Coffee with a Cop: Monday, Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to welcome officer Mike 
Rhodes into his new role as director of public 
safety. A light brunch will be served. 

Cookbook Club: Meets the first Monday of 
each month at the senior center from 6-8 p.m. 
Visit Richmond Library to pick your recipe 
from the month’s cookbook and then bring your 
dish. Open to all ages 18+. Must RSVP through 
the Senior Center. Upcoming dates: Jan. 5, Feb. 
2, March 2. 

Intergenerational Music Making: Tuesday, 
Jan. 13, from 1-1:30 p.m., and Wednesday, Jan. 
14, from 2:20-2:50. Relive the joy of music mak-
ing with 5- and 6-year-olds at Marlborough 
Elementary School. No musical experience re-
quired. Must call the senior center to register. 

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. 
There will be no transportation Dec. 22, 23 and 
29.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: For full 
descriptions, call the senior center. Billiards: 

Mondays and Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-noon; Bingo: 
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday, 
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30 
p.m.; Chair Massage: No appointments in De-
cember.

Blood Pressure Checks and Chatham 
Health Education Presentation: Second Mon-
day of each month. BP checks from 11:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., and presentation from 12:15-12:45 
p.m.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session 
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee. 

Birthday Club: Tuesday, Dec. 23, 1-2 p.m., 
with cake. Open to all friends and family. It does 
not have to be your birthday month to celebrate. 
However, if it is, please RSVP.

Not Just Quilters: Wednesday and Friday 
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Visit www.beatpdto-
day.com/class-schedule or call 860-918-9594 to 
register and for more information.

Mahjong: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at 
Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the second 
Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at 
Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence Drive. 

Sweet Picks – Free Bakery Items: Monday 
and Tuesday mornings, local grocery stores 
donate bakery items (breads, desserts, etc.); de-
livery is between 8:30 and 9 a.m., Come take a 
look and take, in moderation, what you need. 
For senior center members only.

Tap: Wednesdays, 5-6:30 p.m.
Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 

Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congre-

gational Church, located at 35 South Main St., 
is held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast 
live every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org 
and recorded for later viewing. Church pastor 
is the Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is pro-
vided downstairs in the nursery but children 
are always welcome at the worship service. 
Sunday school is open to all children in the 
community for children ages 3 through grade 
8. Contact Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@
marlcongchurch.org for more information.  

Dec. 21 is the fourth Sunday in Advent, 
with an Advent reading and the lighting of 
the Advent candles. The service will feature 
the annual Christmas Pageant, which will be 
a variation from previous years. Titled “Tip 
Toe to Bethlehem,” the program will include 
participation from everyone in attendance 
who are welcome to wear a supplied costume 
if they wish. After the pageant, children are 
invited to have cookies and meet Santa.    

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on 
Dec. 24 will be held in the sanctuary at 4 p.m.  
All in the community are welcome.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly 

meetings: Wednesdays at noon and Thurs-
days at 5:30 p.m. in the Youth Room and 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Fellowship Hall. ACA meets Tuesdays at 7 
p.m. in the Youth Room.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is highlight-
ing 50% off everything Christmas Friday, 
Dec. 19 from noon to 3 p.m., and Saturday, 
Dec. 20, from 10 a.m. to 1 pm.  The shop will 
be closed to restock starting Dec. 22 and will 
reopen Friday, Feb. 6. Visit the shop through 
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, 
Marlborough CT. The shop sells year-round 
through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirm-
ing faith community and all are welcome. The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but 
free-will giving boxes are found by the doors 
in the sanctuary. Donations can also be made 
through the church website, or mailed to 
the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church 
or its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 
860-295-0432, email her at pastorval@marl-
congchurch.org, or contact the church office 
at office@marlcongchurch.org. 



Page 12	 NEWS BULLETIN • December 19, 2025

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E1

1-
14

-2
5

Cash
Check

and now 

860-267-0431
accepting Credit Cards

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

R
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Funds for Food Bank… On Saturday, Nov. 22, the East Hartford Quilt Project 
drew the winning raffle ticket for the East Hampton quilt.  The lucky winner was 
Gail Cavanaugh, owner of the Hairitage in East Hampton. Pictured here are Kim 
Gagliano and Joanne Barmasse, from the Quilt Project, presenting a check for just 
over $9,000 to Deb Markham for the East Hampton Food Bank. The funds were 
raised from the purchase of the raffle tickets.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Makers Market: Stop by the library during reg-
ular hours for a pop-up makers market featuring 
locally made soaps, simmer pot kits, fire starters 
and woven runners, placemats and tea towels. You 
may also fill a free bag with used books.

Featured Artist for December: Phil Barlow, 
a watercolor artist.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Dec. 19, 6-8 p.m. 
Share your talent or just come and listen to some 
music. Performers, please call the library to reg-
ister. Beverages and snacks will be available.

Intention with Erin Day: Monday, Dec. 29, 
6 p.m. Day, who leads yoga classes at the library 
each week, will offer a discussion on finding and 

focusing on intentions during yoga practice. 
Setting an intention in yoga means choosing a 
focus or quality to guide your practice. 

Book Talk: Sunday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m. Hartford 
Courant columnist Dom Amore will give a talk 
on his collaboration with retired UConn men’s 
basketball coach Jim Calhoun, titled More Than 
a Game: How the UConn Basketball Dynasty 
Was Built on a Culture of Caring.  Please call the 
library to reserve a seat. 

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This ‘gentle yoga’ 
program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost is $15 per 
class. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com or calling 860-638-9097.

Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service

A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with 
traditional Christmas carols and Bible read-
ings will be held at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
at Haddam Neck Congregational Church, 408 
Quarry Hill Rd.,  Haddam Neck. 

All are welcome. For more information, visit 
www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org. Christmas Tree Pick-Up

Christmas Tree Pick-Up by East Hampton 
Boy Scout Troop 8 will conduct a Christmas 
tree pick-up on Saturday, Jan. 10. Reserve a 
pick-up at: www.troop8.net.

After registering online, place the tree at the 
end of your driveway by 7 a.m. on Jan 10. Sug-
gested donation is $15 per tree. Check or cash 
can be left in an envelope and taped to your 
door. Checks should be made out to Boy Scout 
Troop 8.

If not able to register online please send an 
email message with name, address and phone 
number to trees@troop8.net

No wreaths or garland will be accepted. Also, 
this pick-up is available to East Hampton, Mid-
dle Haddam and Cobalt addresses only. Regis-
trations are due Jan. 5.

Gingerbread House
Decorating Contest

The Village Center merchants present the 
fourth annual Village Center Gingerbread 
House Decorating Contest. East Hampton Pub-
lic Library is serving as the display location and 
helping to promote the contest to the commu-
nity.

 Community voting runs through Dec. 19, 
with winners announced Dec. 20. Prizes will be 
awarded in two age groups – under 15 and 16+.

The contest is made possible through local 
businesses, who contribute prizes ranging from 
restaurant and activity gift certificates to retail 
merchandise and more. The collaboration be-
tween the merchants and the library helps spot-
light these businesses during a key shopping 
season. 

Taxes Due Jan. 1
The second installment of real estate, person-

al property, motor vehicle taxes over $500, and 
supplemental motor vehicle taxes on the Grand 
List of Oct. 1, 2024 is due and payable on Jan. 1. 
Payments made or USPS-postmarked by Feb. 2 
will be considered on time.

Real estate and personal property taxes are 
billed at 39.71 mills; motor vehicle and supple-
mental motor vehicle taxes are billed at the 
state-capped rate of 32.46 mills. Supplemental 
motor vehicle bills will be mailed on or about 
Dec. 12.

Late payments accrue 1.5% interest per 
month (18% annually) with a $2 minimum, as 

required by state law. A $20 returned-check fee 
applies. Failure to receive a bill does not exempt 
taxpayers from payment or interest.

Checks should be made payable to Town of 
East Hampton. Payments may be mailed to:

Collector of Revenue, 1 Community Drive, 
East Hampton, CT 06424. Payments may also 
be made online at www.easthamptonct.gov.

If dropping off in person, hours of collection 
are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Email taxcollector@easthamptonct.gov with 
any questions or concerns.

VITA Seeks Volunteers
Since 2009, the Middlesex VITA Coalition 

has helped thousands in Middlesex County file 
their taxes at no cost. As part of the IRS-spon-
sored Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program, the coalition is seeking volunteers to 
help continue the mission.

Middlesex VITA specializes in maximizing 
tax credits for families and individuals with in-
comes under $70,000. No prior tax preparation 

experience is required, as training is provided. 
You will collaboratively prepare client returns, 
ensuring you’re never working alone.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast 
towns of Portland and East Hampton.

Training begins in early January. If interest-
ed in volunteering, email MiddlesexCT.Vita@
gmail.com, or connect on Facebook at “Middle-
sex CT VITA.”

Congregational Church News & Notes
East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-

cated at 59 Main St., will share the annual all-
church Christmas pageant Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
10 a.m., along with Christmas carols to be sung.  
After the pageant there will be a luncheon for all 
to enjoy downstairs in Fellowship Hall.

Office hours are Monday and Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., and the telephone number for 
church is 860-267-4959.  Pastor Robin Blundon 
is usually available at that time for anyone’s 

needs.
Christmas Eve service will be held at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 24. There will be inspirational music by the 
choir, Christmas carols, and traditional lessons 
of the real meaning of Christmas. At the end of 
the service candles will be lit for all congregants, 
with “Silent Night” sung. 

Calendar: Sunday, 7 p.m., AA Meeting; Mon-
day, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Cub Scouts; Tuesday, 7-8 
p.m., Scouts. 

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The Auxiliary Café will be open before games 
and during intermission, offering hot snacks. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Message Series: The message each Sunday 
will focus on the Advent topics of Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love.

Christmas Concert: The Christmas Concert, 
with Vocal Choir and musicians, will be held 
Sunday, Dec. 21, at 9 a.m. 

Christmas Eve: All are invited Dec. 24 at 5 
p.m. for the family candlelight service with tra-
ditional Christmas carols and music by the Bell 
Choir

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 

is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Choir: Vocal Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 5 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
in the Music Room. The study is the Book of 
Psalms.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“Winter is not a season,
it’s a celebration.

—Anamika Mishra

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook
Contact the author at (860) 267-2442

or podskoch@comcast.net 
Also available at: Enchanted Vine Westchester, 

Paul’s & Sandy’s Too, Le Chic Boutique,
Ace Hardware E. Hampton & Portland, D’eliana, 
Old Bank Flowers, Shops at Marlborough Barn

MARTINPODSKOCH.COM
Contact podskoch@comcast.net or (860) 267-2442. 
Also available at Barnes & Noble and local book/gift stores.

M A RT I N P O D S KO C H .C O MM A RT I N P O D S KO C H .C O M

The Perfect 
Holiday Gifts
from Local Author & Historian

Martin Podskoch

Connecticut 169 Club  $2995
 (Hard Cover)

Connecticut CCC Camps  $2495
 (Soft Cover)

RE12-19-25

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

EHVFD ‘Santa Runs’ Return
The members of the East Hampton Volunteer 

Fire Department have announced the schedule 
for this year’s annual “Santa Run” visits to vari-
ous neighborhoods in town. 

Weekend routes start at approximately 4 p.m. 
on weekends and at 5 p.m. during the week. The 
routes will be conducted in accordance with the 
schedule shown below and will follow the ap-
proximate order in which the streets are listed. 
A GPS tracker will enable children of all ages 
to locate Santa at any point along that evening’s 
route.

Important Note: For safety reasons, Santa will 
not be able to stop and greet people along the 
state-controlled roads in town. If you live along 
routes 16, 66 or 196, please consult the schedule 
below and arrange to meet Santa at a convenient 
nearby location. 

Inclement weather or emergency calls could 

potentially result in curtailment or cancellation 
of a particular evening’s activities and cannot 
be rescheduled. Any changes or updates to the 
established schedule will be posted on the EH-
VFD Facebook page as soon as practicable.

These Santa Run events are sponsored, staffed 
and funded by the members of the fire depart-
ment, which remains a 100% volunteer organi-
zation. No taxpayer or department budgetary 
funds are utilized to defray expenses; donations 
offered along the routes are accepted. The re-
maining schedule is: 

Dec. 19: Main Street (between Barton Hill 
and Route 66), North Main, Christopher, West 
Dr., Bellwood Court, Lake Drive, Lakewood, 
Candlewood, Raymond, Pocotopaug Drive, Au-
burn Knoll, Island View, Blue Heron, Eastham 
Bridge, Seven Hills Crossing.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Holi-
day Closing: The library will be closing early at 
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 24 and closed on 
Thursday, Dec. 25 for the holiday.  

Teen Programs: Storm in a Teacup: A Tay-
lor Swift-Inspired Craft Night for Grades 6+ 
and Adults: Monday, Dec. 22, 6 p.m. Create a 
“storm in a teacup” diorama inspired by Taylor 
Swift’s lyrics and aesthetics using teacups and 
miniatures. All supplies provided. Swifties and 
crafters alike are welcome.

Library Lunch Bunch Holiday Break Bo-
nanza: Grades 6-8: Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2:00-3:00 
p.m. Drop by the library for a relaxed midday 
break. The library will have games, crafts, and 
lively book chat to make your holiday break a 
little brighter.

Magic: the Gathering (Grades 7-12): Satur-
day, Jan. 3, 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. Come play Magic: 
The Gathering! Whether you already know how 
to play the card game, or want to learn, come 
together and play with people of all skill levels. 
Bring your own decks or use one of the library’s 
decks.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days for Grades 
K-8: Saturday, Dec. 20, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children 

and families in grades K-8 are invited to create 
a different toy, game, or treat together. No regis-
tration required; just drop in. 

Holiday Storytime Presented by the Vil-
lage Center Merchants: Saturday, Dec. 20, 2 
p.m.; best for grades Pre-K through 3. Volun-
teers (including Memorial School teacher Lily 
Cordeiro) will share festive holiday stories at 
the library. Winners of the annual Gingerbread 
House Competition will be announced follow-
ing the storytime. Register or drop in.

Pokémon Party!: Grades K-6: Saturday, Dec. 
27, 2-3:30 p.m. play games, create crafts, and en-
joy Pokémon-themed snacks.

New Year’s at Noon: Tuesday, Dec. 30, 10:30 
a.m. Ring in the New Year with the Library. 
Magician Ed Popielarczyk returns with another 
interactive performance. Stick around after the 
show for the big balloon drop at noon.

Adult Programs: Paint & Pastries: A Win-
ter Morning: Adults and Grades 8-12: Monday, 
Dec. 29, 11:00 a.m. Join the library for a winter 
morning filled with pastries and painting! Paint 
what you want or follow along with Donna. No 
experience needed.

All-Ages Program: Holiday Family Trivia 
Night: Monday, Dec. 29, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Test 
your knowledge at a fun-filled evening for all 
ages. Bring the whole family, enjoy snacks, and 
a grand prize. Please register just one member 
of your family – your registration covers the 
whole group.

Local Author Spins a Pirate Tale in New Novel 
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton resident Bill Meyers never 
thought he’d be a novelist. The grandfather of 10 
had always made up stories for his children, and 
later his grandchildren, but he never thought 
he’d publish them.

“I never saved any of them,” Meyers said, 
adding that most of them he never even wrote 
down.	

That changed about 10 years ago, when he was 
walking on a beach on Nantucket with three of 
his grandchildren. The kids had wanted him to 
tell them a story, so he did. He made it a pirate 
story, remembering a trip to the Whydah Pirate 
Museum in Cape Cod where he learned about 
Black Sam Bellamy and the wreck of the Whyd-
ah pirate ship. Meyers told bits of the story, then 
embellished it as he went on and the kids asked 

questions. When he got back home, he decided 
to put down his story on paper. 

That was about ten years ago, Meyers said, 
and the 30 pages he wrote sat untouched until 
sometime last year. Meyers and his wife were 
eating breakfast at Sweet Jean’s Cafe when they 
crossed paths with local author Jack Matthews, 
whom they had met years ago and who had also 
written a book that took place on Cape Cod. 
The two got to talking about Meyers’ pirate 
story and Matthews told Meyers to bring him 
what he had written. The next weekend, he did. 
It was the beginning of a mentorship, with Mat-
thews providing guidance as Meyers continued 
to build on his story with internet research. 

Meyers’ historical and fictionalized novel, The 
Wreck of the Whydah, tells the story of Bellamy, 

a pirate during the golden age of piracy in the 
18th century. His ship, the Whydah, wrecked off 
the coast of Cape Cod in 1717, and its wreckage 
was found in 1984. Meyers’ book tells the story 
of Bellamy’s days of piracy and imagines him 
surviving the wreck and going on to marry a 
girl he left behind on the Cape when he headed 
south to seek treasure.

Meyers’ book then jumps forward a few hun-
dred years to modern times, where some young 
teen siblings discover long-lost journals from 
the Whydah and begin to explore the history of 
the pirate ship themselves.

Meyers said that he enjoyed the writing pro-
cess, and managed to keep some of his grand-
fatherly traditions as he wrote, even naming 
characters after each of his ten grandchildren, 
something he said they enjoyed — though he 
did have to modify his story a bit to suit them. 

He said he based one character off of his 
granddaughter, Grace. 

“I told her how I included her in the book and 
she said, ‘Oh, what did I do? What happened?’” 
he said, “and I hated to tell her: I just used her 
name as one of the passengers. So I felt bad 
about it, when she thought she was going to be 
a big part of the book, so I started elaborating 
on her character, and I wound up writing about 
three chapters with her in it, and how she met 
one of the other people and eventually, she got 
married to him. And so she got a big kick out 
of that.”

Another time, he modeled two characters af-

ter another two of his grandchildren, but made 
them a mother and daughter, because he said 
the two, who are eight years apart in real life, 
always used to joke that they were like mother 
and daughter. 

Meyers said that Matthews’ mentorship really 
got him through the challenging process of put-
ting together an entire novel.

“Jack gave me a lot of insight,” he said, not-
ing that it was a continuous process over many 
revisions. “As I would write, I’d give them a few 
more pages and he’d read them and make some 
comments, make some suggestions about hat I 
should do, what I shouldn’t do.”

Eventually, it came time to publish the book, 
and Matthews helped Meyers navigate the self-
publishing process. By October, he had a book 
available for sale on Amazon. 

Meyers said he’s gotten great feedback from 
friends — and friends of friends — who have 
read and shared the book. He says that while 
the book is intended for a young adult audience, 
many of his early readers who have left him 
comments are closer to his age, proving that a 
good story is a good story, no matter how old 
you are.

He also says he’s gotten a lot of support from 
his fellow regulars at Sweet Jean’s, and he says 
he owes a special thanks to the owner, Angie, 
whose recipes he even included at the end of his 
book. 

The Wreck of the Whydah  is currently avail-
able for sale on Amazon. 

Police News
11/30: William Norton, 32, of East Hampton, 

was issued a summons for misuse of 911 and in-
terfering with an officer, East Hampton Police 
said.

12/4: Anthony Fazio, 23, of Meriden, was ar-
rested and charged with second-degree breach 
of peace and violation of a protective order, po-
lice said.

12/5: Huertas Moncada, 29, of Hartford, was 
issued a summons for operating a motor vehicle 
while under suspension, police said.

12/5: Joshua Bradley, 21, of East Lyme, was 
arrested and charged with two counts of sec-
ond-degree failure to appear, police said.

12/9: Kian Lister, 35, of East Hampton was 
arrested and charged with two counts of third-
degree assault, two counts of disorderly con-

duct, second-degree criminal mischief, second-
degree reckless endangerment and third-degree 
strangulation/suffocation, police said.

12/10: Raul Medina-Alvarez, 45, of Amston, 
was arrested and charged with sixth-degree lar-
ceny, police said.

12/15: Matthew Bouthot, 22, of Moodus, was 
arrested and charged with two counts of sec-
ond-degree burglary, two counts of sixth degree 
larceny, first degree criminal trespass, first-de-
gree criminal mischief, risk of injury to a child 
and disorderly conduct, police said.

From Dec. 1-14, officers responded to 34 
medical calls, five motor vehicle crashes and 
seven alarms, and made 24 traffic stops, police 
said.

Quilt Show Save the Date
Save the date for the 37th annual Haddam 

Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show, com-
ing up April 11, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and April 12, 2026, from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck.

Submit a patriotic-themed or red white and 
blue quilt for the show, to celebrate the country’s 
250th year.

Donations of fabric and notions are being ac-
cepted for the show’s Bits and Pieces sale. Tea 
room, raffles and dozens of handmade quilts 
featured. Suggested donation is $8. 

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or 
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

Local Art on Display
Local artist Tom Swimm has an oil paint-

ing titled “Afternoon At The Griswold” as 
part of the Lyme Art Association “Inside 
Story” exhibit. The show will run until Jan. 
1 at the Lyme Art Association, 90 Lyme St. 
in Old Lyme. 

For more information, please visit ly-
meartassociation.org. 
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Amston Artists
in Local Show

From now through Dec. 28, Amston art-
ists Elizabeth Dougherty and John Ros will 
have an exhibition of mixed media works 
entitled “Over Here” at Over Andover Barn-
tique, 415 Route 6, Andover, as part of Art-
ist Open Studios of Northeast CT.

For more information, visit aosct.org.

Need Holiday
Assistance?

Does your family need help with gifts this 
holiday season? Do you know an Andover 
family who could use a little help?

Please reach out to either Roberta 
Dougherty, Town Clerk, at 860-742-7305 
ext. 4218 or townclerk@andoverct.org, or 
Tess Grous, Social Services Director and 
Municipal Agent, at 860-742-7305 ext. 4510 
or tgrous@andoverct.org.

Holiday Giving Tree
The third annual Holiday Giving Tree is set 

up at the Andover Community & Senior Center. 
Each tag on the tree represents a gift wish from a 
local family in need this holiday season.

To participate, select a tag from the Holiday 
Giving Tree, purchase the requested gift item, 
and return it to Community & Senior Center Di-
rector Tess Grous by 4 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19. 

For more information, contact Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or Tgrous@AndoverCT.org.

Basketpalooza is Here!
All are invited to support the Andover 

Friends of the Library and the Andover Public 
Library this season in the fifth annual fundrais-
er Basketpalooza. 

Between now and Dec. 22, you can purchase 
tickets for a chance at winning any one of the 46 
theme baskets, which are filled with toys, home-
made jams, baking supplies and more.

Tickets are $1 each, $5 for 6 tickets and $10 
for 13 tickets. Credit cards will be accepted us-
ing Square ($5 minimum) for ticket purchas-
es. One winning ticket for each basket will be 
drawn Monday, Dec. 22, at 5 p.m.; winners will 
be notified that evening.

Homework Club
A Homework Club for students in grades 

6-10 will be offered Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m., 
through Dec. 30, at the Andover Commu-
nity and Senior Center, 25 School Rd.

Students are invited to a free space to 
complete assignments, study and build 
strong habits. Staff and volunteers will be on 
hand. 

Consent forms are required. Call the cen-
ter for more information, at 860-798-6862.

Holiday Sing-Along
The Andover Rec Commission will host its 

annual Holiday Sing-Along Sunday, Dec. 21, 
from 4-7 p.m., at the Andover Community & 
Senior Center. All residents are invited.

Indoor family fun includes hot cocoa & cook-
ies, kids’ ornament decorating, and a photo 
booth with Santa. There will also be a ginger-
bread house competition. Adults and children 
should bring their premade, decorated ginger-
bread houses to the community center at 4 p.m. 
All entries will be displayed during the event; 
prizes will be awarded.

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Winter Classes Coming… Epoch Arts is offering a variety of classes and programs 
this winter. Students in grades pre-K through 12 can register online to take classes 
like art, ceramics, theater, improv, theater productions and more. Classes begin the 
week of Jan. 5, and will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.  For full class descriptions 
and to register, visit www.epocharts.org/classes-registration.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of 
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study, monthly men’s 
and women’s groups, and more.

Holiday Closings: The Senior Center will be 
closed on December 25 in celebration of the 
Christmas Holiday and will be open on Decem-
ber 26. 

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.   

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Dec. 
22 at 9 a.m. Air Line State Park, 69 Smith Street, 
East Hampton. All paces are welcome.

Café Conversations with the Coordinator: 
Tuesday, Dec. 23 at 12:15 p.m. Come chat with 
Senior Center Director Holly Marrero, share 
ideas and feedback. 

Chatham Health Chat: Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 
11:30 a.m. featuring a talk on Mental Health 
with a representative of Chatham Health. 

Trips: Lunch for Seniors at Windham Tech: 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 leaving the Senior Center at 

10 a.m. for an 11 a.m. seating. Enjoy a delicious 
lunch prepared by Windham Tech Culinary 
students. Cost is $19 and includes lunch and 
transportation. 

Friendship Tours Irish Celebration with 
Andy Cooney: March 10, at the Danversport 
Yacht Club, Danvers, Mass. Depart from Stop & 
Shop at 7:30 a.m. Enjoy the sounds of Ireland 
with Andy Cooney, special guest comedian 
George Casey, the Guinness Irish Band and 
Emerald Fire Irish Dance. Choice of Scrod or 
corned beef. Cost is $185.  

Friendship Tours Fairytale Lunch: Held at 
Pickity Place, Mason, N.H., on May 7. Visit the 
1786 cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll 
the grounds and shop. Cost is $167.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are 
needed to answer phones and grocery shop 
for senior center members. Stop by the center 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to fill 
out the volunteer form. Call 860-267-4426 for 
more information.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Cards for Holiday Giving: A wide variety of 
gift cards are available. For each card sold, the 
church receives a percentage of the sale. Email 
Bobette at bobette@khan.com to place your or-
der.

Clothing Donations: The church is collect-
ing clothing for the area unhoused in conjunc-
tion with FOOD4LIVES. Please check your 
closet for surplus warm clothing in good condi-
tion; adult sizes only. A box will be placed in the 
Parish Hall for donations.

Christmas Pageant: Sunday, Dec. 21, at the 

10 a.m. service. The Sunday School children will 
enact the story of the Holy Family’s journey to 
Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus.

Christmas Gifts for Children in Need: The 
Missions Team is coordinating with the church’s 
Covenant to Care-matched DCF social worker 
to provide gifts for ten children on their casel-
oad this Christmas. See the sign-up sheet in the 
Parish Hall to sign up to help a local child.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Library Friends Book Fair
All are invited to join the Friends of the East 

Hampton Public Library at Rule of 3 Brewing, 
201 West High St., on Saturday, Dec. 13, from 
2-5 p.m., for a curated used book fair. 

The Friends will sell books in like-new condi-
tion and other fun swag. Beverages will be avail-
able for purchase from the brewery, with a dis-
count available for those who show their library 
card at the bar.

For more information, email friendsofehpl@
gmail.com.

Summer Cultural Trip to 
France for Students

This is an opportunity for high school stu-
dents from East Hampton to participate in a 
nine-day guided educational tour to Southern 
France and Paris from June 22 to June 30. It is 
run by Jumpstreet Tours and chaperoned by 
certified Connecticut teachers.

If interested, email Scott Minnick at tripto-
france26@gmail.com ASAP to get more infor-
mation and a detailed itinerary.

Holiday Toy Drive
VFW Post 5095 is holding a Holiday Toy 

Drive, to support the dependents of currently 
deployed active-duty service members and vet-
eran families in need.

The VFW is collecting toys for children and 
adults of all ages. 

Drop-off locations: VFW Post 5095, 20 North 
Maple St. – hours are Monday-Friday from 4-9 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from noon-7 
p.m.; and The Dublin, 42 E. High St.

Final day to drop off: Dec. 20.
For more information, call the post at 860-

267-8837. Hebron Artist on Display
The East Hampton Art Association is cur-

rently showing the oil paintings of Nancy Per-
kins at the Town Hall gallery through the end 
of January. 

Perkins is an artist specializing primarily in 
landscape scenes that evoke memories from her 
travels throughout New England, the western 
U.S. and Europe.

Perkins holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
interior design from Iowa State University. She 
currently resides in Hebron and is a member of 
the East Hampton Art Association.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

Parks and Rec
News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For 
full program descriptions or more information, 
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Wolf Pack Tickets Now Available: At Peo-
plesBank Arena in Hartford (formerly XL Cen-
ter) on Saturday, Jan. 10, from 6-8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 each and are in the lower level, Section 
109. Register online.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Wreath for the Bridge… The Belltown Garden Club creates a holiday wreath annually 
for the Salmon River State Park covered bridge. The members have also cultivated a 
native plant and shrub garden nearby, establishing a native habitat. The club noted 
that the cut twigs in the front of the garden, however, deprive the hiking community 
of viewing gorgeous red berries for the season and birds of their favorite winter treat.

EHMS Volleyball
Registration

East Hampton Middle School student/ath-
letes in grades 7 or 8 who are interested in play-
ing for the boys or girls volleyball teams can 
register at arbitersports.com. 

Athletes must have a physical within a 
13-month period in order to participate. Reg-
istration is limited to the first 60 girls registered. 

Deadline for registration is on Sunday, Jan. 
25. For more information, call EHMS athletic 
director Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza
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‘Christmas in New England’
“Christmas in New England” will perform 

for the first time at Andover Congregational 
Church, 359 Route 6, on Friday, Dec. 19, at 7 
p.m. 

All are invited to this night of traditional and 
contemporary Christmas music with a touch of 
bluegrass, old time, and country music styles. 
Amy Gallatin, Roger Williams, JD Williams, 
Dave Orlomoski, Karen Wilber, and Krissy & 
Bob Dick will perform on acoustic instruments 
and vocals. There will be songs you know, and 
some new ones as well.

This event is presented in the spirit of good-

will by the Andover Friends of the Library, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, so while there 
is no admission charge, you are still welcome to 
make a donation to the Friends group.

Parking is available at the Andover Congre-
gational Church parking lot, or across the street 
at the Andover Public Library. At intermis-
sion, you will be able to purchase tickets for the 
Friends of the Library’s Basketpalooza event, as 
all 46 baskets will be moved to the church for 
display.

For more information, contact the library at 
860-742-7428.

Vacancies on Community Fund
The Andover Greater Together Community 

Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving is accepting applications to fill vacancies 
on its Greater Together Community Fund com-
mittee.

The Andover Greater Together Community 
Fund Committee is responsible for selecting 
and distributing funds awarded by the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving to local nonprof-
its to assist in projects that will help enhance 
and benefit the residents of Andover. In June, 
the Hartford Foundation awarded over $40,000 
to seven local nonprofit organizations recom-
mended for funding by the Andover Greater 
Together Community Fund Committee.

For more information on the Andover Great-

er Together Community Fund, go to www.hfpg.
org/andovercf.

The Andover Greater Together Community 
Fund committee meets monthly via Zoom. Ap-
plication forms can be found on the interested 
volunteer page of the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving website, www.hfpg.org/gtcfvol-
unteer, or by emailing the committee at ando-
ver@hfpgcommunityfunds.org. 

Please note: elected officials, individuals cam-
paigning for office, or their immediate family 
members are not eligible to serve on this com-
mittee. Volunteers must be at least 14 years of 
age to serve.

Interested community members should apply 
by Jan. 2 to be considered.

Residents Sought for Search Committee
The Andover Board of Selectmen seek two 

registered voters of Andover that are inter-
ested in serving on the Town Administrator 
Search Committee (TASC).

Pursuant to the town charter, the TASC is 
charged with the recruitment, screening, and 
presentment of candidates for the position of 

town administrator to the Board of Selectmen. 
Interested voters cannot hold any public office 
or serve on any other board or commission.

Please submit statements of interest no later 
than Dec. 19 to adminassistant@andoverct.
org or by mail to administrative assistant, 17 
School Rd., Andover, CT 06232.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Dec. 24 

at 6:30 p.m.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center, 

located at 25 School Rd., is open daily from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. The lounge is open for cards, games 
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All 
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call 
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. The cen-
ter’s monthly newsletter is available at www.an-
doverconnecticut.org. Copies are also available 
at the center, Town Hall, and Andover Public 
Library. To receive the newsletter by email each 
month, ask for Haley at the center, at 860-742-
7305.

Holiday Closings: The center will be closed 
Dec. 24, 25 and 26.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation 
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by 
the center if interested.

Transportation: Call Linda at 860-498-2326 
to schedule transportation. Provide one week’s 
notice for all requests. All seniors, veterans, and 
disabled are welcome. 

Weekly Programs: The senior center offers 
a variety of weekly programs, including: Yoga, 
Food Pantry Trips, Movie Mondays, Knit-
ting, Wednesday Lunches (with bingo every 

other Wednesday), Sewing, Various Exercise 
Programs, and more. For a full schedule of all 
weekly offerings, contact the center. 

Upcoming Special Events: Transportation 
available for all programs. For full event de-
scriptions, call the senior center or see the on-
line newsletter. 

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. – to 
Willimantic on Dec. 30, and Manchester on 
Dec. 23. Contact Linda to reserve your ride.

Christmas Carols with RHAM High School: 
Monday, Dec. 22, 11:30 a.m. Enjoy classic car-
ols, as well as a few surprises. Hot cocoa and 
sweet treats will be served. 

Hair Care with Helen: Monday, Dec. 29, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $20. Need a trim? Sign up for 
a dry haircut. Hair must be clean and dry before 
your appointment. Transportation is available if 
needed. Space is limited; call the center at 860-
798-6862 to reserve your spot.

New Year’s Eve Brunch: Monday, Dec. 31, 11 
a.m. Join the celebration with food, friends and 
fun, and a countdown to noon toast. Call the 
center to sign up.

Special Luncheon: Wednesday, Jan. 14, 
noon. Cost is $5. Lunch catered by Cheney Tech 
Culinary School. Special guest speaker Erin 
Congdon from Collaborative Natural Health 
will discuss healthy living and the benefits of 
drinking tea.

Selectmen Address Grants, Bridge Reopening
By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Selectmen held its 
regular meeting on Dec. 8, with discussion fo-
cused on infrastructure projects, grant admin-
istration, staffing and salary matters. Public 
comment opened the meeting with residents 
expressing strong reactions to recent town ac-
tions, particularly the reopening of the Bunker 
Hill Bridge.

‘Peace of Mind’
The moment prominent comments centered 

on the reopening of the Bunker Hill Bridge, 
which residents described as having a signifi-
cant impact on daily life and safety.

Katherine Hutchinson, a resident of Bunker 
Hill Road, described the effects of the bridge 
closure on her routine. She stated that her nor-
mal “three-tenths of a mile” route to Route 6 had 
required roughly an additional five miles each 
way “instead of half a mile” for the past eight 
months and shared that it had been “extremely 
trying.” She thanked the BOS for “remaining 
steadfast” and “holding the contractor to the 
contract.” She described the moment the bridge 
reopened as “the greatest feeling in the world.”

Leigh Ann Hutchinson echoed those senti-
ments, and emphasized public safety and emer-
gency access. She stated that reopening the 
bridge provided “peace of mind,” particularly 
with respect to emergency services and winter 
road maintenance, and shared that it, “really 
makes a huge difference in our daily lives.”

Veterans Memorial Field Improvements
The most detailed and discussed agenda 

item concerned the Veterans Memorial Field 
improvement project, which involves multiple 
state grants, a town contribution and private 
funding.

Town officials outlined that the project is 
funded through: a $500,000 STEAP grant, a 
$250,000 Legislative Appropriation grant, a 
town match of approximately $150,000 and an 
additional $10,000 contribution from the Hart-
ford Foundation.

The Legislative Appropriation grant is time-
sensitive and must be expended during the cur-
rent fiscal year. Interim Town Administrator 
Jim Bellano explained that the state Department 
of Economic and Community Development 

(DECD) required three items to proceed: a res-
olution, a budget and a project narrative limited 
to the $250,000 portion of the project.

To lock in construction pricing amid antici-
pated cost increases, the town issued a purchase 
order for playground equipment and was asked 
by the contractor, Millennium, to issue an ad-
ditional purchase order totaling $705,151.05 
for the remaining project components. Officials 
clarified that purchase orders were being used 
to secure pricing and did not represent new or 
additional spending beyond approved funding.

Several board members questioned how re-
imbursements would be handled, when funds 
would be received and which town accounts 
would ultimately be used for the local match. 
Selectwoman Carol Lee, a Republican, asked 
directly which fund the $150,000 town contri-
bution would come from, and noted the need 
to keep the BOF informed. Bellano responded 
that, to his understanding, the funds would 
come from the general fund, though he noted 
that the original town meeting vote did not 
specify a particular account.

Senior Transportation Garage
Another significant item involved the Senior 

Transportation Garage, also referred to as the 
Andover Municipal Parking Hub. Elevation 
drawings were presented in lieu of full render-

ings, and officials noted that adding a full sec-
ond floor for storage increased the project cost 
by $83,880.27 over the original DECD budget 
estimate of approximately $390,000.

The additional cost was discussed in the con-
text of structural changes, including roof height 
and framing adjustments. Board members dis-
cussed the long-term value of added storage 
space for recreation, senior services and public 
works operations.

Staffing and Salary Matters
Staffing at the Community and Senior Cen-

ter emerged as a recurring theme throughout 
the meeting. At the start of the meeting, during 
public comment, resident Joanne Hebert noted 
that Marlborough’s senior center that operates 
with a single full-time staff member, despite 
serving “a town almost double our size.”

The board added a late agenda item to revisit 
the salary and employment status of Heley Pro-
to, the assistant to the community and senior 
center director. 

Board members noted that while a prior mo-
tion had been made to Proto’s contract, no con-
tract had been signed. Questions were further 
raised regarding her salary. The issue remained 
unresolved as of press time, and is set to be dis-
cussed during a special meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen on Monday, Dec. 22, at 7 p.m.

Scholarship Announced
The East Hartford Garden Club has an-

nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover and is majoring in horticul-
ture, floriculture, landscape design, conserva-
tion, forestry, environmental concerns, botany 
and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coventry, 
East Hartford, East Windsor,

Glastonbury, Manchester, Middletown, Ver-
non, Storr and Windsor Locks are also eligible 
for the scholarship.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1, 2026 to be consid-
ered.
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232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

You List,
WE

SELL!

R
E1

2-
19
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5

And a wish for a happy and 
prosperous new year from
our team to your family!

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester • 860-537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00-6:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:00-2:00 p.m.

RE12-19-25

www.ctrentme.com

Merry Christmas
& A Happy
New Year

from everyone at
The Rental Center!

Celebrating 32 Yearsin Colchester

R
E1

2-
5-

25

— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 12/31/2025. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 12/31/2025. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Christmas Events at 
Westchester Church

Westchester Congregational Church, 
located at 98 Cemetery Rd., will celebrate 
Christmas with these events:

Sunday, Dec. 21: Choir Cantata, entitled 
“Bethlehem Joy,” during the 10 a.m. service.

Sunday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve service 
at 5 p.m.

For more information, visit www.west-
shestercongchurch.org or email westcong-
church@gmail.com.

5K Resolution Run
The Youth First Coalition and Colchester 

Youth and Social Services will hold the 19th 
annual New Year’s Day 5K Resolution Run at 
Town Hall Thursday, Jan. 1, starting at 10 a.m. 
Registration and bib pick-up begin at 8:30 a.m.

Pre-registration is $35 and same-day registra-
tion is $45. All participants will receive medals. 
Register at raceroster.com or visit the Facebook 
page @ Youth and Social Services Town of Col-
chester.

Proceeds benefit youth scholarships and 
youth center upgrades.

For more information, contact Marquis Law-
son at Colchester Youth & Social Services at 
860-537-7255 or mlawson@colchesterct.gov.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Is back Fridays at 10 a.m. 
It’s an open discussion on the theme: How does 
God fit in this thing called life?

Resident Continues Push to See 2024 Ballots
By Toriana Williams

A prolonged dispute between Colchester 
resident Jason LaChapelle and the Town of Col-
chester appears to finally be over, as the town 
registrars of voters Wednesday completed the 
scanning of in-person ballots from a 2024 bud-
get referendum, and they were set to be elec-
tronically delivered to LaChapelle.

The conflict stemmed from LaChapelle’s 
June 2024 requests to inspect ballots and re-
lated records from the town and school budget 
referendum held earlier that month. After the 
town and its registrars of voters denied those 
requests, LaChapelle filed a complaint with 
the state Freedom of Information Commission 
(FOIC). Earlier this year, the commission ruled 
unanimously that the town must provide access 
to in-person referendum ballots, determining 
that standalone municipal referenda are not 
governed by Connecticut’s election statutes.

But the town had yet to comply as of a Board of 
Selectmen meeting earlier this month, prompt-
ing LaChapelle to attend that meeting and ac-
cuse town officials of “wasting” legal funds to 
fight the ruling. “Give me my ballots,” he said at 
the meeting. “Stop wasting your money.”

LaChapelle, a former member of Colches-
ter’s Board of Selectmen and a town resident for 
more than a decade, said his request to inspect 
the ballots was motivated by routine civic over-
sight rather than suspicion of wrongdoing. “You 
can call it … a citizen’s audit,” he said. “Just a 
standard, like, ‘Let’s see the ballots.’”

He emphasized that he has made similar re-
quests in other municipalities and had never 
encountered resistance before. “This is the first,” 
he said.

According to LaChapelle, the issue extends 
beyond Colchester. He argued that access to ref-
erendum records is fundamental to democratic 
accountability. “The citizens have a right to ac-
cess all of that documentation,” he said, “It’s sort 
of the point of democracy. … Citizen oversight.”

Central to the dispute was a tabulator issue 
on the morning of the June 11, 2024 referen-
dum. Ballots were temporarily deposited into 
an auxiliary bin after a mechanical locking arm 
blocked ballots from entering the tabulator. The 
registrars later fed those ballots through the 
tabulator once the issue was resolved.

The referendum that day resulted in the pro-
posed 2024-25 town and school budgets both 
passing, by respective tallies of 1,298-952 and 
1,179-1,066. 

LaChapelle questioned whether sufficient 
documentation existed to record that malfunc-
tion. He said that if Title 9 of the state election 
law applied, which the town argued it did, cer-
tain records would have been required. “The 
fact that it wasn’t even documented is a viola-

tion of Title 9,” he alleged, while also maintain-
ing that Title 9 does not govern standalone ref-
erenda at all.

The FOIC ultimately agreed with LaCha-
pelle’s legal position, concluding that Title 9 
governs elections and referenda held in con-
junction with elections, but not municipal refer-
enda conducted on their own. The commission 
ruled that in-person ballots from the Colchester 
referendum are public records subject to disclo-
sure under FOIA, while absentee ballots remain 
confidential.

Colchester First Selectman Bernie Dennler 
disputed the ruling’s implications and defended 
the town’s actions, stating, “The registrars de-
clined Mr. LaChapelle’s request based on guid-
ance they received from the Secretary of State’s 
(SOTS) Office.”

Dennler expressed concern that the FOIC de-
cision created unequal treatment of voters.

“The FOIC’s ruling sets up a two-tier system 
of privacy where voters who cast absentee bal-
lots are given a greater degree of privacy than 
those who cast in-person ballots,” he said. “It 
doesn’t make much sense to me, but I think that 
is an issue for the legislature to sort out.”

Dennler rejected claims that the town de-
layed contacting SOTS or changed legal strategy 
late in the process. 

“The registrars sought guidance from SOTS 
from the beginning and throughout the pro-
cess,” he said. “There was never a change in 
strategy.”

When asked about allegations that his ad-
ministration was avoiding transparency, Denn-
ler pointed to the volume of records his office 
has released. 

“In two years, my office has fulfilled hun-
dreds of Freedom of Information Act requests,” 
he said. “The vast majority of these requests are 
met without issue.”

He also stressed that his office did not control 
the requested records. 

“My office doesn’t have access to the records 
[LaChapelle] requested,” Dennler clarified, “be-
cause only the registrars, which operate inde-
pendently by law, can access them.”

Dennler added that the registrars were placed 
in “an impossible position with conflicting 
guidance from two different state agencies.”

The Colchester registrars of voters – Repub-
lican Julianne Shilosky and Democrat Sara 
Mussen – echoed that position in a written re-

sponse, stating that they recognize SOTS as the 
authority responsible for interpreting election 
law. They wrote that the FOIC’s ruling forced 
them to choose between agencies with compet-
ing directives, placing them at risk of penalties 
regardless of which path they followed.

The FOIC, they wrote, “has ordered Colches-
ter to do the very opposite of the instruction 
given by our governing agency.” 

They added, reiterating Dennler’s point, “It’s 
put the town and the registrars in an impossible 
situation.”

Shilosky and Mussen further argued that 
releasing in-person ballots would undermine 
voter privacy and create unequal protections. 

“This will inevitably create two classes of 
privilege for the voters of Colchester,” they 
wrote, citing greater privacy for absentee voters 
and reduced privacy for in-person voters – the 
same argument made by Dennler.

The registrars rejected claims that the town 
attempted to withhold records, stating that 
guidance from SOTS was clear. They said the 
office told them ballots in Connecticut, includ-
ing referendum ballots, are not subject to the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

The Registrars also clarified that sufficient 
documentation did exist, and that for the docu-
mentation that LaChappelle stated was missing 
either did not apply under Title 9 or require-
ments were satisfied through existing records 
and procedure, even if not in the specific form 
he expected.

LaChapelle, however, said the town has failed 
to cite any statute that explicitly exempts stand-
alone referendum ballots from disclosure. He 
maintained that secrecy concerns are misplaced. 

“Nobody … knows how I voted in that refer-
endum,” he said in written testimony. “There are 
no names, no signatures and no way to trace a 
vote back to an individual.”

LaChapelle also raised concerns about the 
cost of the town’s legal defense, estimating that 
approximately $20,000 had been spent by mid-
October 2024. “Which is 20% of the town’s 
$100,000 legal budget,” he said, adding that an 
appeal could double or triple that amount.

Dennler later stated, “I don’t support any fur-
ther appeals.”

On Dec. 17, the registrars completed the 
scanning of in person ballots from the June 11, 
2024, referendum, and they are set to be elec-
tronically delivered to LaChapelle.

For LaChapelle, the outcome is about prec-
edent rather than a single referendum. 

“There were citizens asking before me and 
there’ll be citizens who ask after me,” he said. 
“They just want to make sure you’re following 
the law.”

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

Discover an exceptional investment opportunity or ideal owner-occupied home just moments from 
beautiful Lake Pocotopaug in East Hampton. This well-maintained duplex offers a total of 4 bedrooms, 
4 full bathrooms, and 2,000 sq ft of living space. Each unit provides a bright and inviting layout with its 
own private entrance, spacious living room, 2 beds and 2 full baths. Set on a lovely lot close to the lake, 
parks, restaurants, and East Hampton’s charming town center. Call for a private tour today! $524,900

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

EST. 1869 | MEMBER FDIC

Community Banking Lives Here™
From our community to yours...From our community to yours...

Colchester | Glastonbury | Manchester | Vernon

dime-bank.com • 860.859.4300 • 

RE 12-19-25

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

Join us NEW YEAR’S EVE
We wil l be open unti l 8pm

Please cal l for dinner reservationsHAPPY NEW YEAR!

Eric VanOstrandEric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

• 401K Rollovers
• Fixed-Indexed Annuities
• Whole Universal Life
• Long Term Care Coverage
• Retirement Solutions & Strategies

RE7-3-25

CIT12-4-25

With 30 years of service, you 
can trust the M.J. Emonds family 

with all your HVAC needs.

860-657-4554
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Angelo’s Bakery
32 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT

860-537-2272

Happy 
Holidays!

Now taking Holiday Orders for
Cookies Trays, Pies, Cakes

We will also have your holiday 
needs like Angel Wings, Strufoli, 
Torrone, Panettone and Pizzelle

All our regular Bakery Goods
will be available such as:

Stuffed Breads, Cupcakes, Cannoli, 
Dinner Rolls & much more...

CHRISTMAS
WEEKEND HOURS

MONDAY, Dec. 22nd 6:30am-4:00pm

Tuesday, Dec. 23rd 6:30am-4:00pm

Wednesday, Dec. 24th 6:30am-3:00pm

CLOSED:
Christmas Day

Thursday, Dec. 25th

Friday, Dec. 26th
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(860) 267-6102

Suburban Sanitation Service
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When Was The Last Time You Cleaned Your Septic Tank?  

From our family to yours,From our family to yours,
let this be a safe & peacefullet this be a safe & peaceful

holiday season!holiday season!
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

10% OFF Your Lunch w/this Ad 

17 North Main Street 

Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar  

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

Reservations available for New Year’s EveReservations available for New Year’s Eve
We Host Private Events!

Sundays 11am-3pm
Call or email to inquire info@zinascucina.com

www.zinascucina.com

Holiday Catering 
Trays Available! 

Don’t forget to make 
reservations for your 
Holiday Luncheons!

RE11-29-24

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Happy Holidays and 
Cheers to the New Year!

We appreciate the support 
from our customers and look 
forward to serving you in 2026.

Wishing you a holiday season filled 

80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

with joy from the entire 
team at Belltown Motors.rs.

Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD, AAACD
Radhee Sheth, DMD, NEACD

Colchester Dental Group
860.537.2351

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit.

Both dentists are members of
the Academy of General Dentistry and

the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels
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RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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Happy Happy 
Holidays!Holidays!

To all our customers,
employees, and vendors,

Wishing you the very best of the 
Season, now and in the future!

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Col

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Je-
sus Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Wor-
ship is in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: two classes, 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and 
Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief 
meeting for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 
10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets once 
per month on Saturday mornings.  

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday morn-
ings after worship service.

Special Events: Children’s Christmas 
Pageant: Sunday, Dec 21, 10:30 a.m. Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Service: Dec. 24, 6 p.m.

 Advent: All are invited to come this month 
as the church lights the Advent candles each 
week and a special message is given during 
the lighting of each candle.  The final candle, 
“Christ Candle,” is lit on Christmas Eve. 

Unless otherwise noted, all groups/gather-
ings are held at the church building.  

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, questions, or even if you 
just need prayer. You can also visit Abun-
dantL.com.
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Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins
Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, Sterling Flatware and Coins
Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Gold is at an
ALL TIME HIGH...
Cash yours in for the Holidays!

Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season

467E Main Street • Colchester, CT • 860-537-5896
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The team at Laurie’s Creations
would like to thank our customers, 

families, and friends for another 
wonderful year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a season filled with good health, 

the love of family, the gift of 
friendships, and prosperity.

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com
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860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

Holiday Hours:  Closed Christmas Day, Fri. 
Dec. 26th and New Years Day Jan. 1 2026

Grilling or Frying those Turkeys over 
the Holidays? then come fill your 

propane tanks Monday and Tuesday!  
Our staff at Northeast Auto and Truck, 
wishes all of our customers and 
our community a Peaceful and Safe 
Holiday Season! Merry Christmas!!  

Tidings of Comfort (food) and Joy!

New Year’s Eve Seating 4-8pm 
Call Today for Reservations!

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm
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Terrazza Restaurant | 9 Rose Hill, Portland, CT 06480
www.TerrazzaCT.com • 860-788-3558

Sun-Thu • 11am-9pm | Fri-Sat • 11am-10pm

We’re OPEN on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day!

Join us for unforgettable meals and festive vibes!

Reserve your table now and make this holiday 
season magical at: www.TerrazzaCT.com
Check out our social media pages @Terrazza_CT

Celebrate the 
Holidays with us 

at Terrazza!

www.ironchris.com860-530-1781
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From
Iron Chris

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Color House 
Ornament Trail

This holiday season, The Color House Art & 
Pottery Studio is inviting the community to join 
in its first-ever Color House Ornament Trail.

Running through Dec. 21, 100 handcraft-
ed ceramic ornaments created by artist Tina 
Parsadanov and her team at The Color House 
will be hidden all around Colchester, from lo-
cal parks to small businesses. Each ornament is 
unique, and free for whoever discovers it.

Participants are encouraged to visit partici-
pating Colchester businesses to collect stamps 
in their Ornament Trail Digital Passport. Even 
if an ornament has already been found at a 
location, visitors can still stop in to scan the 
business’s unique stamp. For every five stamps 
collected, participants will earn an entry into 
grand prize drawings featuring gift cards, wine 
baskets, pottery and other prizes.

Visit www.cohoct.com/ornamenttrail for 
more information and to register.

Senior Center 
News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 
announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. For full 
program descriptions and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Dec. 22: 9:00 Making Memories; 
9:00 Exercise w/ Anne; 9:00 Middle School 
Choir Performance; 10:00 Sittercize; 11:00 
Learn to Sign; 11:00 – 12:00 Fitness Orientation 
by appointment; 12:00 Gift Wrapping; 12:30 
Mah Jongg; 12:30 Bridge; 12:30 Set Back.

Tuesday, Dec. 23: 9:00 Making Memories; 
9:45 Tai Chi; 10:00 European Christmas Tradi-
tions; 10-12 Holiday Box Deliveries; 12:30 Pi-
nochle; 1:00 Cornhole; 1:15 BINGO; 4:00-8:00 
Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, Dec. 24: 9:00 Making Memo-
ries; 9:00 Walking Group; 10:00 Adult Coloring; 
10:00 Hand and Foot Card Game; 10:00 Sit & Be 
Fit Video; 11:00 TVCCA Lunch is served early; 
CSC Closes at 12:00 for Christmas Holiday.

Thursday, Dec. 25: CSC Closed for Christ-
mas Holiday.

Friday, Dec. 26: No Social Service Hours; 
9:00 Open Art Studio; 10:00 Sit & Be Fit; No 
Choral Group; no yoga; No Lunch Served; 1:15 
Bingo.	

Veteran Coffee House
The next Colchester Military Veteran Coffee 

House will be held at Cragin Library on Satur-
day, Dec. 20 from 10 a.m.-noon. All military 
veterans are welcome. 

Contact Mary Gura with questions or sugges-
tions for speakers at 860-537-2921.

Bacon Establishes 
Hall of Fame

Bacon Academy has established a “Hall of 
Fame” to recognize contributions to athletics, 
academics, associated student body activities 
(the arts, student government, clubs), and com-
munity service. 

Recognition is also given for career contri-
butions and accomplishments. Inductees in-
clude alumni who have graduated, employees 
who have retired from Bacon Academy, retired 
coaches and individuals who have made ex-
traordinary contributions to Bacon Academy 
and may or may not have been an alumnus or 
employee of Bacon Academy.

Nominations are being accepted until Mon-
day, Jan. 12, with a Hall of Fame induction in 
spring of 2026. The nomination form can be 
found at ba.colchesterct.org/halloffame.

Senior Center 
Upcoming Trip

Colchester Senior Center has announced 
a trip coming up. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester 
residents aged 55 and older. There is an annual 
fee of $15 for seniors residing outside of Col-
chester. For more information or to register, call 
860-537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, 2026. Explore Berlin, Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day, 
13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals 
(12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). 
Cost is $6,499 per person for double occu-
pancy, if booked before Feb. 26. This is a small 
group tour (only 24 people in total on the tour) 
so space is limited. For more information visit 
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1346389.

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Col
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RT. 16, Colchester, CT • 860-537-3431
Out of Town: 1-800-545-GANO

Your One Stop Power Equipment Headquarters
M - F 8-6, Sat. 8-2

www.ganos.com

Merry Christmas &
A Happy New Year

RE12-19-25

from all of us 
at Gano’s!

CIT12-19-25

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 12/31/25

 Paul began his distinguished career in 1980, selling 
Subarus with great passion. For the past 32 years, he has 
been a true fixture of the Subaru brand in Southeastern 
Connecticut, earning the trust of generations of customers 
and consistently championing Subaru’s commitment to 
community investment.
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3 New Park Ave., North Franklin, CT
(860) 889-2651 • holmgrensubaru.com

holmgren@subarumail.com

We are thrilled to announce that Paul Holden 
has joined the Holmgren Subaru family!

Holmgren Subaru

 His wealth of experience, deep 
knowledge of the brand, and unwavering 
dedication to customer care make him a 
tremendous asset to our team — and an 
even greater resource for our customers.
 We are very lucky to have him.

Please stop by and 
join us in giving Paul 
a warm welcome to 
Holmgren Subaru!

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located 

at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren 
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service 
is also broadcast via Facebook Live. Wor-
ship videos are at www.colchesterfederated-
church.org under the Worship tab. Updated 
information is on the church’s Facebook page.

Advent Schedule: Sunday, Dec. 21, Fourth 
Week of Advent: Love & Annual Christmas 
Pageant. 

Christmas Eve Services: Wednesday, Dec. 
24: 5 p.m., Family Service; 9 p.m., Lessons & 
Carols.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the 
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage 
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held 
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. 
through June.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

School Board Addresses Environmental Concerns
By Toriana Williams

Correction
The Colchester Board of Selectmen meet-

ing reported on last week actually occurred 
on Dec. 4, not Dec. 9 as was written. 

Public comment began the Dec. 9 Colches-
ter Board of Education meeting, with a resi-
dent raising detailed environmental concerns 
about the proposed synthetic turf fields at Ba-
con Academy. His comment framed much of 
the subsequent discussion, particularly around 
drainage, environmental testing and long-term 
facility planning.

Jeff Mattson, who stated that he lives near 
Bacon Academy, addressed the board regarding 
the proposed installation of three artificial turf 
fields. He emphasized the proximity of the fields 
to Sherman Brook and nearby ponds that serve 
as water sources for homes with private wells.

“The three artificial turf fields proposed 
cover about six acres of field and … one mil-
lion pounds of crumb rubber will be used to fill 
those fields,” Mattson said. He further stated, 
“Colchester gets 43 inches of rain every year and 
that amounts to seven million gallons of water 
that’s going to drain through the fields and the 
crumb rubber and right into Sherman Brook.”

Mattson cited a Connecticut Department of 
Public Health study, noting that while summa-
ries often claim safety, “the summary shows that 
zinc is present in the leachate concentrations 

about 500 times greater than the toxicity crite-
ria.” He added that “certain samples of crumb 
rubber also leached acutely toxic levels of cad-
mium, barium, manganese and lead.”

Mattson stressed that his opposition was not 
to the project itself but to the lack of site-specific 
environmental analysis. “I am in favor of hav-
ing new fields put at Bacon. I think they really 
need them,” he said. “But I think they need to do 
some research into the drainage into the pond 
so that we can make sure our water’s safe.”

He concluded by urging district officials to 
take an active role in environmental due dili-
gence: “Please do some research on your own 
and don’t just blindly believe it’s safe for the en-
vironment because the committee and the turf 
company tell you it is.”

Project Details, Environmental Testing
Later in the meeting, district representatives 

and consultants addressed many of the concerns 
raised during public comment. Andrew Dyjack 
explained that the proposed turf system uses 
a “heavily sand-based system over 65% sand” 
with cryogenically processed rubber infill. “The 
rubber is processed in a cryogenic manner,” he 
said. “Although it is from tires … there’s no fiber 

steel in it. The density is such that it doesn’t float 
in water.” He added that the infill “passes EN71 
safety standard tests,” stating, “You can literally 
ingest it. It won’t leach into your system what-
soever.”

In response to questions about environmen-
tal monitoring, it was stated that annual testing 
would be conducted if the fields are approved 
and built. “If the discharge comes out at elevated 
levels above and beyond what the state recom-
mends, we would put in a mitigation,” Dyjack 
said, noting that mitigation measures are “not 
unheard of ” and “not an excessive amount of 
money.”

Drainage capacity was also discussed. The 
system was described as capable of handling “50 
to 80 inches of water drainage per hour,” a figure 
cited as significantly exceeding typical rainfall 
events.

Accessibility and Safety Improvements
In addition to environmental issues, the turf 

and facilities project was presented as a solution 
to longstanding accessibility and safety con-
cerns. The proposal includes paved pathways 
between athletic fields to allow access for emer-
gency vehicles and individuals with mobility 
challenges.

“The proposed project would have an asphalt 
12-foot path … so that emergency vehicles can 
go in between and those portable bleachers can 
be moved from site to site,” said vice chair Matt 
Parsons.

Lighting infrastructure was also discussed. 
While lights themselves are not included in 
some areas, foundational elements would be in-
stalled. “If you don’t do the infrastructure while 
it’s being constructed, the cost to do it is like 
three [times],” Dyjack explained.

Synthetic field lifespan was addressed, with 
estimates provided. “For the stadium field, the 
expectation is a 10-year warranty, and it should 
last anywhere between 12 and 15 years,” de-
pending on maintenance.

In Other News
Another significant agenda item at the Dec. 

9 meeting was the district’s kindergarten waiver 
process, following changes to Connecticut state 
law. Judy O’Meara, the principal of Colchester 
Elementary School, explained that the kinder-
garten cutoff date is now Sept. 1, making chil-
dren born on Sept. 2 or later ineligible without 
a waiver.

“What they did not put into their regs was 
what that process would look like,” O’Meara 
said, referring to the state’s guidance. As a re-
sult, the district developed its own assessment 
process using the DIAL assessment.

“It looks at speech and language, concepts, 
gross motor and social/emotional,” she said. 
O’Meara noted that the process can be emo-
tionally difficult for families, stating candidly, 
“It also upsets a lot of people when you tell them 
that their children aren’t [ready].”

The meeting also highlighted student ac-
complishments, including recognition of Bacon 
Academy athletes earning college scholarships 
and championships. These recognitions were 
presented as informational items and celebrated 
by the board.

Updates on the district’s safe school climate 
plan emphasized consistency, restorative prac-
tices and staff training. Jen Karcich, the state 
district safe school climate coordinator, ex-
plained that climate policies are intended to cre-
ate shared expectations so that behavior is not 
“left up to chance.”

“We don’t say, ‘Hey, 50% of the time is okay,’” 
Karcich said. “We teach them so that they can 
be closer to the 80 to 100%.”

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 1/1/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

R
E1

2-
5-

25
With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 

with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 12/31/25.
PLEASE CALL FOR 

AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 12/31/25.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Historical Society Calendars Available

The Colchester Historical Society’s 2026 calendars are now available. Among the 
pictures included is this shot looking west from Hayward Avenue across the Town 
Green toward Main Street. The Chapman Family residence, with its gambrel roof, is 
to the left pf the three-story Hooker Hotel at the corner of Main Street and Academy 
Street (also known as Norwich Avenue).

The Colchester Historical Society’s 2026 calen-
dars are now available.  

The 2026 calendar presents a monthly histori-
cal overview of Colchester’s Town Green and sur-
rounding landmarks through photographs and 
descriptions, highlighting changes in the land-
scape, buildings, and community activities over 
time.

The Green, also known as The Park, is one of 
Connecticut’s largest and most beautiful public 
spaces. Colchester’s spacious Town Green, origi-
nally preserved as open space, features a gazebo, 

monuments, and a baseball field.  Throughout the 
year, the Green is the site of many community 
events, including concerts, a seasonal farmer’s 
market, carnivals, fairs and more. 

Calendars cost $12 each and can be purchased 
at the Colchester History Museum on Sundays 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., or at Nathan Liverant and 
Son Antiques, 168 Main St., Mondays through 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

To purchase or learn more, contact the society 
at 860-537-3240 or mail@colchesterhistory.org.

Artist Exhibit Runs Through Holidays
ARK Distillery is hosting an exhibit by fine 

artist Sylvina Rollins throughout the holiday 
season. All are invited to come visit and view 
Rollins’ original oil paintings and other fine 
art offerings inspired by farm life, color, gar-
dens and pets. 

ARK Distillery is a woman owned estab-

lishment launched early this year. It is located 
at 200 Lebanon Ave. Rollins’ paintings com-
pliment the restored historic building, which 
once housed a feed and grain store.  

ARK stands for Acts of Random Kindness. 
For hour, visit arkdistilery.com, and for more 
on the artist, visit sylvinarollinsart.com.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM

AHM News & Notes
AHM Youth and Family Services has an-

nounced its winter and early spring programs 
are open for registration.	 Programs begin 
Monday, Jan. 5. 

A variety of classes will be offered for all ages. 
Classes include yoga, macrame, Art with Au-
drey, and more. 

Residents of Andover, Columbia, Hebron and 
Marlborough can sign up at ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/Community/Program. Printed programs 
are also available in the AHM offices, located at 
25 Pendleton Drive in Hebron.

Considering the number of disasters that have occurred in the past 

decade, chances are you’ll experience some sort of emergency. 

Between school, sports and other activities, chances are you won’t 

be with your kids when it happens.

Ready.gov/kids has the tools to make preparing easy and even fun, 

so your kids can feel…

Prepared, not scared.

Be prepared,
not scared.

Go to

www.Ready.gov/kids
and talk to your family today.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025



NEWS BULLETIN • December 19, 2025	 Page 23

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

R
E1

2-
19

-2
5

Braces Made Me Smile!

L. Vigil

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the salt off your car!

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Auto + Home Package Discounts Available
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221  • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel to put the pieces together 
for you and personalize your travel experience.

Thinking About Off Season Travel?
• Less crowded, less expensive
 but still iconic.
• Escorted or Independent
 or In-Between?

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Advent Services: At both the 8 a.m. and 10 
a.m. service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering. 

Advent Daily Meditations: Daily spiritual 
meditations and readings are available for re-
flection during the Advent Season. Sign up at 
stpetershebron.com.

Children’s Christmas Pageant: Sunday, Dec. 
21, 10 a.m. All children are invited to be a part 
of the Nativity Pageant. Parishioners and non-

parishioners are welcome. There are brief re-
hearsals held after the 10 a.m. Sunday services 
in Advent. Contact the parish office (860-228-
3244) for more information.

“Greening and Decorating”: Help decorate 
the church on Saturday, Dec. 20 at 10 a.m.

Christmas Eve Service: Service will begin 
with Christmas music at 4 p.m. There will be a 
holiday gathering following the service. Visitors 
and parishioners are welcome.

Christmas Morning Service: Service will be 
held on 10 a.m., on Dec 25.

Outreach: This month, food donations go to 
the Columbia food pantry.  A collection bas-
ket is in the church and outside the parish hall. 
St. Peter’s maintains a nature preserve in the 
center of Hebron for use by local non-profits. 
The church is also a supporter of Project Hope 
homeless shelter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: Mondays at 
2 p.m.; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly 
Meetings: Building and Grounds, Community 
Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care 
and Vestry. 

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-

dergarten students for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians of children who will be 

5 years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, and 
are planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into www.he-
bron.k12.ct.us. by Friday, Feb. 27, to begin the 
registration process. From the “Quick Links” 
portion of the page, click “Registration” and 
complete the pre-registration form.  A link will 
then be sent to you to complete registration.  

You will be required to upload your child’s 
birth certificate and two proofs of address. One 

must be a mortgage document, lease/rental 
agreement or property tax statement, and the 
other must be a cable bill, utility bill or Internet 
bill. You will also be required to upload a copy 
of your child’s medical form, including their 
physical and immunizations prior to the start of 
kindergarten. 

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 
with any questions. 

Students currently enrolled in our preschool 
program do not need to register for kindergar-
ten as this process happens automatically.

Preschool Lottery Applications
The Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gil-

ead Hill School is now accepting applications 
for eligible preschool students for the 2026–27 
school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 years old by Sept. 1, 2026, and who wish to 
enter Hebron’s preschool lottery, should submit 
an application by Monday, March 9, at 3 p.m. 
The application can be downloaded from www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. From the “Quick Links” por-
tion of the page, click on “Preschool Program” 
and then “Preschool Lottery.”

The Hebron Early Childhood Center receives 
funding through the Early Start Grant, which 
provides reduced tuition rates based on house-
hold income.

Completed lottery applications must be re-
turned to the Gilead Hill School office by Mon-
day, March 9, at 3 p.m. Please include two forms 
of residency with your application. 

The lottery drawing will take place on Thurs-
day, April 2, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill School. 
Applicants will be notified of their acceptance 
or waitlist status by phone.

Creative Collective Seeks Members
The Hebron Creative Collective (HCC) is 

looking for new members.
HCC, a committee of The Town Center Proj-

ect, was formed to support local artists and to 
help create opportunities to promote, display 
and sell their work. The commitment to the 
group would include: an annual general meet-
ing held midyear in the summer combined with 
a social event; participation in one major town 
event a year; and participation in subcommit-

tees for events which will meet as the committee 
requires and determines. Attendance at month-
ly meetings is not required but is appreciated 

The new year for HCC begins Jan. 1, 2026. 
Dues for membership are $40 annually. High 
School students are welcome at a student rate 
of $25 annually. The collective meets the first 
Monday of each month at 6 p.m., at the Russell 
Mercier Senior Center. All local artists are wel-
come.

Upcoming at the Library
The following events are taking place at 

Douglas Library. For more information, and list 
of all weekly activities, call 860-228-9312 or visit 
douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Lego Club: Every Monday, 
4-5 p.m. All kids are invited to come build some 
Lego creations.

Storytimes: Every Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 
15 months to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared 
to ages 3-5 years old as we learn letters, numbers 
and colors. Siblings are always welcome at either 
session. 

PJ Storytime: Every first and third Tuesday 
of the month at 6 p.m. 

Local Artist on Display
The East Hampton Art Association is cur-

rently showing the oil paintings of Hebron 
resident Nancy Perkins at the Town Hall gallery 
through the end of January. 

Perkins is an artist specializing primarily in 
landscape scenes that evoke memories from her 
travels throughout New England, the western 
U.S. and Europe.

Perkins holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in in-
terior design from Iowa State University. She is 
a member of the East Hampton Art Association.

Upcoming at the Library
The following events are taking place at 

Douglas Library. For more information, and list 
of all weekly activities, call 860-228-9312 or visit 
douglaslibrary.org.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closing 
at 4 p.m. on Dec 24 and remain closed until 10 
a.m. on Saturday Dec 27.

Adult Programs: Caroling with RHAM: Sat-
urday, Dec. 20, 11-11:45 a.m. RHAM National 
Music Honor Society carolers will perform 
throughout the library. 

Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m., bring your proj-
ect or your questions for this friendly group of 
knitters and crocheters.

Mahjong Group: Tues, 11 a.m. Starting up 
a group again so stop in and play Mahjong no 
matter what your skill level is.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, Dec 30, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Shake up your holiday tradi-
tion and give blood. Receive a long sleeve t-shirt 
while supplies last. Register at RedCrossBlood.
org.

Children Programs: Lego Club: Every Mon-
day 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Calling all builders. Get cre-
ative and build some Lego creations.

Storytimes will not be held until the week of 
January.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
Christmas Eve Service: Wednesday, Dec. 24, 7 
p.m. Those unable to attend in person can join 
online at www.facebook.com/clchebron/live.

Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., following 
service and fellowship time. All are welcome. A 
new Men’s Bible Study will begin in January, 
focused on “Seven Rules All Good Christians 
Should Break.”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Winter Solstice Yoga: Sunday, Dec. 28, 6:15-
7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. Donna Bell-
more E-RYT with Wildflower Fitness will lead 
this yoga-barre blend class. Pre-registration is 
required. Please bring a yoga mat.

Hatha Yoga: Tuesdays, Jan. 6-Feb. 10, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at GHS. Start the new year with a 
Gentle Hatha Yoga Series with Shea including 
one Yoga and Sound Healing session with LB 
Healing.

Minds in Motion – Future Architects: Tues-
days, Jan. 20-March 3, at Hebron Elementary 

School. Kids will work on and take home their 
very own architectural design kit – and will 
construct everything from simple arches and 
domes to iconic landmarks like the Sydney Op-
era House and the Eiffel Tower. This is an after-
school program, and runs from dismissal until 
4:20 p.m. 

Training for Greatness Volleyball: Wednes-
days, 5-7 p.m., from Feb. 4-April 8, at RHAM 
Middle School. RHAM High School coach Tim 
Guernsey will lead this program. There will be a 
heavy focus on skills and drills with game play 
focusing on specific skills. 

Karate: Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m., 
at Gilead Hill School, for ages 6 through adult. 
These are six-week ongoing sessions. Must reg-
ister for each ongoing session.

Help for the Holidays
With the holidays coming up, bereavement 

support group meetings can provide a safe 
place to share stories of loved ones, and learn 
about the process of grief with others as well 
as strategies that might help people through 
the holidays and beyond.

The Grief Journey: A Bereavement Sup-
port Group is held Wednesday evenings from 
7-8:30 p.m., at the Church of the Holy Fam-
ily parish house, 185 Church St. The group is 

facilitated by grief educators Michael Glazier 
and Stephanie Haines. 

All grieving adults are welcome, whether 
your loss is recent or past, and you may come 
to one session or as many as you would like. 
This support group is non-denominational 
and brought to you by a collaborative effort 
of the Hebron faith communities. There is no 
registration. 

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin



Page 24	 NEWS BULLETIN • December 19, 2025

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

Quiet Christmas Service
Gilead Congregational Church, located at 

672 Gilead St., will hold a Quiet Christmas 
Service this Sunday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m. The 
service will be in person and also online via 
livestream.

In a press release, the church said, “It can be 
difficult for many of us to embrace the festive 
spirit around the holidays, whether due to the 
recent or anticipated loss of a loved one, the 
dissolution of marriage, unemployment, or 

other significant life changes.”
The Quiet Christmas Service is designed to 

provide comfort, healing, and hope during a 
time when such support may be needed. All 
are invited to participate in this gathering for 
prayer and reflection, bringing your feelings 
of fear, pain, or grief.

All are invited. Participants are welcome to 
bring a photograph of a loved one to place on 
the communion table. 

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), celebrates 
weekend Masses Saturday at 5 p.m. and Sun-
day at 9:30 a.m.; and weekday Masses Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.
goodshepherdct.org for more information. The 
church office can be reached at 860-228-3727. 
Church of The Holy Family is yoked with St. Co-
lumba Church (STC) in Columbia, and together 
they are members the Catholic Community of 
the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael Phil-
lippino serving as pastor.

Christmas Mass Schedule: Dec. 24, Vigil 
Masses at 4 p.m. at CHF and STC; and Dec. 25, 
Christmas Day Masses are at 8:30 a.m. at STC 
and 10:30 a.m. at CHF. Due to the anticipated 
high attendance at the Vigil Masses, Phillippino 
asked parishioners to consider attending the 
Christmas Day Masses or the Vigil Mass at St. 
Maurice Church in Bolton, at which he is the 
administrator.

Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1 Holy Day of 
Obligation): Dec. 31, Vigil Mass at 4 p,m. at 
CHF; and Jan. 1, Mass at 9 a.m. at STC.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New 
members (voices and musical instruments) are 
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier, 
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org 
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) 
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Jan. 

11. However, cereal is most welcome any time. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf 
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the Parish House or the freezer in the 
St. Columba church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is Jan. 27. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the 
month from September through June (except 
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening of 
games, food and discussion. See the parish web-
site for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee 
is collecting the following items for the shelter: 
TP (greatest need); shampoo, conditioner & 
body wash; toothpaste (toothbrushes not need-
ed); household cleaning products; paper tow-
els, 13- and 35-gallon trash bags (55-gallon no 
longer used); men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer 
briefs (great need; M,L,XL,2XL); women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-10); hand and body warmers; men’s & 
women’s wool socks, warm hats and gloves; new 
or gently-used and clean winter clothing  (no 
stains, tears or pet hair) and coats (no faulty 
zippers please); women’s personal hygiene 
products; and laundry pods or liquid detergent 
and dryer sheets. Place bagged donations in the 
oak collection box next to the Cry Room. Call 
Monica McKerracher (860-228-4211) for more 
information.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
The study will be taking a break for the months 
of November and December. It will resume in 

January.
Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 

Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This 12-week 
class starting in January is designed to improve 
faith, fitness and fellowship within the com-
munity through a walking and/or running pro-
gram custom made for your fitness level. Finish 
off the program by completing a 5k. Download 
the app, or contact the church office for more 
details.

Christmas Eve Service: Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
4-5 p.m. All are invited to this candlelight wor-
ship service. There will be scripture, carols, and 
a message of hope. 

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information 
and full program descriptions, and to register, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless 
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

Holiday Closings: The senior center will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, Dec. 25 and 26 
(Christmas), and Thursday, Jan. 1 (New Year’s 
Day).

Bus Trip: Lunch & Shopping – Cracker Bar-
rel: Tuesday, Dec. 30, leaving at 11 a.m. and re-
turning approximately 3 p.m. Space limited to 
10 spots. Transportation cost is $5. 

RHAM Bingo: Mondays, Jan. 12 and Feb. 9. 
The RHAM National Honor Society students 
come and call the games, provide refreshments, 
and prizes. You can play up to four cards for free 
and the students play a total of eight games. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is 
required by noon the day before the trip. Sched-
ule: Tuesday, Dec. 23, Ted’s – pick-ups start at 

9:30 a.m.; center closed Friday, Dec. 26; Friday, 
Jan. 2, Stop & Shop – pick-ups start at 11 a.m.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; most 
require pre-registration. More information in 
the monthly newsletter or at the senior center. 
Monday through Friday: Exercise Equipment 
Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. – though from 9 a.m.-noon 
on Fridays. 

	 Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 
9-10 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays: 
Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; 
Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. Wednesdays: En-
hance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. Thursdays: 
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Chatham Health 
blood pressure screening, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of the month; Chatham 
Health Education Series, 12:15 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of the month; Massage, 12:30-6:30 
p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; 
Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 9-10 a.m. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings: 
Sunday, 12/21 – Worship Service with Christ-
mas Pageant at 10 a.m. (in-person in the sanc-
tuary, online and livestreamed); Sunday, 12/21 
– Coffee Hour at 11 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); 
Sunday, 12/21 – Card-Making with Gayle at 
11:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall Classroom); Sun-

day, 12/21 – Quiet Christmas Service at 7 
p.m. (in-person in the sanctuary, online and 
livestreamed); Monday, 12/22 through Friday, 
12/26 – Church Administrator’s Office Closed; 
Monday, 12/22 – Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (on-
line via Zoom); Tuesday, 12/23 – AA Meeting at 
7:30 p.m. (Social Hall); Wednesday, 12/24 – no 
yoga today; Wednesday, 12/24 – Book Group 
at 10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 
12/24 – Christmas Eve Worship Service at 5 
p.m. (in-person in the sanctuary, online and 
livestreamed); Wednesday, 12/24 – Christmas 
Eve Worship Service at 10 p.m. (in-person in 
the sanctuary)

Office Closed: The church administrator’s of-
fice will be closed during the week of Christmas 
in honor of the holiday. Plan inquiries and visits 
accordingly.

Card-Making with Gayle: This Sunday, Dec. 
21, 11:30 a.m. Create special, one-of-a-kind sea-
sonal cards to give to your loved ones. The cost 
is $15, with a portion of proceeds going toward 
the CT Food Bank. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant: This Sunday, 
Dec. 21, during worship at 10 a.m.

Quiet Christmas Service: This Sunday, Dec. 
21, 7 p.m., for any community members who 
may find the holidays difficult, or are grieving.

Christmas Eve Services: Wednesday, Dec. 
24, at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, Jan. 2, 6 p.m., 
in the church social hall. No RSVP necessary.

Local Artists
in Andover Show

From now through Dec. 28, Amston art-
ists Elizabeth Dougherty and John Ros will 
have an exhibition of mixed media works 
entitled “Over Here” at Over Andover 
Barntique, 415 Route 6, Andover, as part of 
Artist Open Studios of Northeast CT.

For more information, visit aosct.org.

Please Support Your 
Local Businesses!

They need us more than ever
in these uncertain times!

Thank you to all those on
the front lines and behind

the scenes keeping us going!

Thank 
You!

Stay 
Healthy!
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Visit our Website at www.gottasfarm.com
REMEMBER: If it’s from Gotta’s, it’s Gotta be good!
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Gotta’s Farm
661 Glastonbury Tpke., Portland

Gotta’s Farm will be 
closing for the season on 
Wednesday, December 

24th at noon.

We would like to thank everyone 
for their patronage and hope

to see you in the Spring!

(860) 342-1844
Hours 8am to 6pm daily
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No Referral Needed!!!
860-788-7976 

269 Main Street, Portland, CT 
www.SymmetryUSA.net

To request a visit, call or visit:
www.symmetryusa.net

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
from all of us at Symmetry!

Brian, Tom, Keith, Kelly, Lynne
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave., 

is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and 
Friday, 9 a.m.-noon. For more information or 
to register, call 860-342-6761.

Food Share Mobile Pantry comes to the 
Food Bank every other Monday; the next pan-
try visit will be Dec. 29.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 12/22: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 12/23: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m., Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patient – donations of light fleece (one yard or 
more) are sought; to donate call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. – for more info 
please contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form) Menu: stuffed 
chicken with gravy, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, string cheese, holiday cookie; Coupons 
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; Synco-
Cize, 5-6 p.m. 

Wednesday, 12/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor. Senior 
Center closes at noon. 

Thursday, 12/25 and Friday, 12/26: Center 
closed all day.  

Upcoming Events: Unless noted, all events 
are free – and registration is required. Holiday 
Flower Arrangements with Seng: Monday, 
Dec. 22, noon-2 p.m. Cost is $8. 

Holiday Closings: On Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
the center will close at noon, and it will remain 
closed all day Dec. 25 and 26. The center will 
also close at noon on Wednesday, Dec. 31, and 
remain closed all day Jan. 1.

Hair by Jessica: Monday, Dec. 29. Men’s/
women’s shampoos, cuts and styling are avail-
able. Call Jessica to make an appointment, at 
860-751-9215.

Cooking for One with Marilyn: Monday, 
Jan. 5, 11:45 a.m. January’s class will be a soup 
tasting. Fee is $10.

Lunch Trip to First & Last Tavern in 
Glastonbury: Tuesday, Jan. 6. Leave the center 
at 11:30 a.m. Ride fee is $5; pay for your own 
meal. 

Lunch & Learn with October Kitchen: 
Wednesday, Jan. 7, noon. Learn more about 
what October Kitchen offers. 

Sweet Treats and Conversation with Com-

munity Leaders: Thursday, Jan. 8, 1 p.m. This 
month’s community leader is Portland Clean 
Energy Task Force Chair Andy Bauer, who 
will explain how the Home Energy Solutions 
visit saves money by making your home more 
weathertight. The Usual $75 co-pay is being 
waived for those who sign up before March 31. 

Lower Valley Care Advocates Donuts and 
Talk: Monday, Jan. 12, 11:30 a.m. Physical 
therapist Aaron Morales will lead a hands-on 
presentation on falls, balance, and basic PT ex-
ercises.

 Bingo with Sean from Ageless Insurance: 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 1:30 p.m. 

Aging Boldly: TED Talk and Coffee Social 
with Sarah Elliott-Caratasios: Tuesday, Jan. 13, 
2 p.m. 

Pharmacy Hop & Lunch!: Thursday, Jan. 15. 
This will be a trip to Walgreens in Portland and 
Stop & Shop and CVS in Glastonbury, followed by 
lunch at Ken’s Corner. Leave the center at 10:00. 
Cost is a $5 ride fee; pay for your own lunch.

Holiday Closing: The center will be closed 
Monday, Jan. 19, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Live Well, Age Well – A Free Diabetes 
Support Group: Led by retired physician Dr. 
Elsamma Chacko, this group meets the third 
Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m., and focuses 
on living well with diabetes and aging in place 
by bringing expert guidance and lived experi-
ence together in a supportive setting. 

Trip to New Britain Museum of American 
Art: Norman Rockwell Exhibit: Wednesday, 
Jan. 21, leave center at 10 a.m. Admission is $15, 
and there is a $5 ride fee. 

Shopping Trip to Noel’s Grocery and Stop 
& Shop in Colchester: Thursday, Jan. 22, leave 
center at 10 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited 
to attend. The group meets each month on the 
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall 
and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the rosary 

room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966 
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

This Sunday, Dec. 21, the church will cel-
ebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent.

Also at 10 a.m., elementary aged children will 
meet for Church School in the newly renovated 
classroom, and the middle school class will meet 
in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will 

enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.
Christmas Worship Schedule: At 4 p.m. 

Dec. 24, the church will hold its Intergenera-
tional Christmas Eve Worship. At the 10 p.m. 
Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve service, 
the church will celebrate the birth of Jesus with 
special music, sacred story, Christmas message, 
and candlelight.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

PZC Makes Changes to Brainerd Place Plan
By Anne Lilburn

A fifth floor of apartments, as well as a two-
story daycare facility, are set to be added to the 
Brainerd Place project, following the Planning 
and Zoning Commission’s approval of proposed 
amendments last week.

The commission met Dec. 11 to continue its 
hearing regarding the amendments to the large 
mixed-use project, located at the site of the for-
mer Elmcrest Hospital. Some of the changes to 
the proposed plan include adding a fifth floor 
with an additional 37 “independent living” 
apartments to one building, and adding a two-
story daycare facility designed to accommodate 
174 students.

The meeting had been continued from a pre-
vious meeting on Nov. 13 because an engineer-
ing report had not been completed.

At this meeting, community members and 
Planning and Zoning Commission members 
alike asked pointed questions to developer Dan 
Bertram of BRT DiMarco. The concerns ranged 
from broader topics, including the question of 

whether another traffic study needed to be com-
pleted, to the specifics of replacing a sassafras 
tree which required removal.

One community member, Karen Mazza, 
said she thought the town had been very flex-
ible with the developer in the past. She said she 
believed it was time now for the town to hold 
its ground and reject unnecessary changes now 
that the project is fully underway, with units al-
ready built and leased.

“The developer’s previous threats to walk 
away and leave us with a pile of dirt doesn’t 
hold weight anymore,” she said, adding that she 
thought the town should get things in return for 
any proposed changes.

To that end, some community members 
spoke out with concern about the additional 
37 proposed independent living units – units 
restricted to people age 55 and up who need 
assistance with one or more “activities of daily 
living” – which would increase the total num-
ber from the originally proposed 108 to 145. 

Concerned residents asked about whether those 
units could be made into affordable housing, 
and Bertram said he did not believe it would 
work for this project, adding that the develop-
ment’s proposed rooftop restaurant would only 
remain “economically viable” if those additional 
new units were priced at market rate.

“I have a lot of affordable housing experi-
ence,” Bertram said. “There’s a time and a place 
for it, and I do believe deeply in it. This is just 
not one of them … in that building.”

Commission members and the public dis-
cussed if an additional traffic study was needed, 
particularly because residents expressed con-
cern about the addition of the day care cen-
ter, which the amended application estimated 
would yield an additional 120 vehicle trips dur-
ing drop-off and pickup hours. Bertram said it 
would be possible to mount cameras on build-
ings to study traffic patterns and hopefully ad-
dress any concerns if needed, but the commis-
sion declined to do an entirely new traffic study.

With regards to the sassafras tree that needed 
to be removed, the original amendment had 
proposed replacing it with another sassafras 

tree, placed slightly further back from the street. 
However, Bertram told the commission that an 
arborist had recommended that the sassafras 
tree be replaced with a red maple instead, be-
cause its root system would be better suited to 
not damaging the sidewalk and foundations. He 
said that the tree would have a four- to five-inch 
diameter trunk and a 20-foot height at planting.

One important concern that the commission 
considered concerned how the fire department 
would handle the property now that a fifth story 
was being proposed for one building. Commis-
sion members worried about the Portland Fire 
Department’s current equipment, and the addi-
tional costs for equipment required to protect 
larger and taller buildings like this. They dis-
cussed the mutual aid plan that the town has 
with surrounding communities, but also wor-
ried about their ability to compel other towns to 
protect this property. 

In the end, the commission did approve the 
amendments – conditional on the final plans 
being sent to the fire chief for a full review and 
written sign-off.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m. The annual Christmas pag-
eant will be presented during worship this Sun-
day, Dec. 21. All are welcome to view this telling 
of the Christmas story by the Sunday School 
children.

The Christmas Eve service will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 24. On Dec. 28, members of Zion will join 
others for a Service of Lessons and Carols at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., at 10 
a.m. There will be no service at Zion that day.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children 
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet  the first and 

third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658. 

Giving: Pull tabs are collected year-round 
and donated to the Ronald McDonald “House 
that Love Built,” supporting families with seri-
ously ill children. Zion recycles computer ink 
cartridges to support office supplies for Sunny 
Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs and used ink 
cartridges may be dropped off at the church on 
Sunday morning, or by calling the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.
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State Reps. Christie Carpino (R-32), left, along with Nicole Klarides-Ditria (R-105), 
right, recently toured the Connecticut Humane Society, to highlight their commit-
ment to animal welfare. 

Carpino Visits Connecticut Humane Society
State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) and Ni-

cole Klarides-Ditria (R-105) and other inter-
ested legislators recently spent a few hours tour-
ing the Connecticut Humane Society, meeting 
with staff, volunteers and caretakers dedicated 
to rescuing, protecting, and placing animals in 
forever homes.

During the visit, the lawmakers saw firsthand 
the organization’s medical care operations, 
adoption programs, and behavioral support ser-
vices that ensure animals receive not only shel-
ter, but comprehensive care and rehabilitation.

The leadership at the Connecticut Humane 
Society asked the group of legislators in at-
tendance to consider legislation on ways to fi-
nance the housing of animals caught in situa-
tions where they need to be removed from their 
homes.

“The Humane Society is a tremendous re-

source for families and for vulnerable animals,” 
said Carpino, who adopted her puppy from the 
Connecticut Humane Society last year. “Their 
compassion, professionalism, and advocacy 
make a real difference in our communities. I am 
grateful for their work and honored to support 
their mission.”

Klarides-Ditria, who is co-chair of the Ani-
mal Welfare Caucus echoed the sentiment, not-
ing the importance of state partnership.

“Our visit was a reminder of how critical this 
organization is to animal safety across Connect-
icut,” she said. “From veterinary care to adop-
tion services, the Humane Society goes above 
and beyond. We will continue to champion 
policies that strengthen their ability to serve.”

The 32nd District represents Portland and 
Cromwell, and the 105th District represents 
Beacon Falls, Derby and Seymour.

Quilt Guild
Meets Monthly

The Heart of the Valley/Greater Middletown 
Quilt Guild welcomes new members. Meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
each month at Portland Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave., from September through June. 

For more information, call 860-670-5351.

Soccer Club Winter Futsal
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is now accepting 

registrations for the 2026 Winter Futsal season. 
Registration will be accepted through Jan. 4. 

Fee for all age groups is $50; registrations 
received after Dec. 24 will be charged an ad-
ditional $25 late fee.  PSC will only accept reg-
istrations online, at www.bluesombrero.com/
portlandsoccerclub. 

Age groups are: U5 & U6 (born 01/01/20 to 
12/31/21) – Dribbler-Club; U7 & U8 (01/01/18 
to 12/31/19) – Kicker-Club; U9 & U10 (1/01/16 
to 12/31/17) – Travel; U11 & U12 (01/01/14 to 
12/31/16) – Travel.

The Winter Futsal season will run Saturdays 
from Jan. 10-Feb. 28 (an eight-week session), 
at Gildersleeve Elementary School. Times are: 
U5 & U6 Dribbler sessions, noon-12:55 p.m.; 
U7 & U8 Kicker Boys sessions, 1-1:55 p.m.; U7 
& U8 Kicker Girls sessions, 2-2:55 p.m.; U9 & 
U10 Travel sessions, 3-3:55 p.m.; U11 & U12 
Travel sessions, 4-4:55 p.m. Note: Depending 
on numbers, the Travel sessions may be every 
other week. 

Futsal uses a smaller, heavier ball, and is 
played on a basketball court so the ball travels 
faster and stays close to the floor. Benefits: more 
touches on the ball for each player, more shoot-
ing, and more goals.  Futsal is more technical 
and less aggressive, which allows for more flex-
ibility to mix age groups and genders, PSC said.

Final registration numbers will determine the 
session configuration for this winter session. 

For more information, contact club president 
Chris Donahue at donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 
860-342-3228, or vice president Chad Wilson at 
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 205-999-8842. 

Garden Club Seed Swap Event

Library Friends Holiday Store
The Friends of the Portland Library has 

opened its 2025 Holiday Store. When you visit 
the library, located at 20 Freestone Ave., stop 
by and browse the selection of gift-quality and 
like-new books and puzzles for all your reader 
and puzzler friends and family. 

Also, a select number of handcrafted book-
art ornaments are available to help you deck 

your halls with literary décor. 
The Holiday Store is in the corridor to the 

Mary Flood Room at the library. All proceeds 
support the Friends in continuing to bring 
programs for all ages to the library, fund the 
museum pass program, and enhance the me-
dia collections enjoyed by many.

Celebrate National Seed Swap Day with the 
Portland River Valley Garden Club on Satur-
day, Jan. 31, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Waverly 
Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

Bring labeled seeds saved from your garden 
– or unopened packets from last year – and ex-
change them for new varieties to grow this sea-
son.

Enjoy free demonstrations on making seed 

bombs, winter sowing and growing micro-
greens. Visit River Bend Bookshop’s vendor ta-
ble and learn about the Portland Library’s Seed 
Library.

Admission is free; food bank donations are 
encouraged. 

For more details, visit portland-river-valley-
garden-club.blogspot.com.

Vocal Chords Seek Altos, Tenors and Basses
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC), directed by Samuel Tucker and ac-
companied by Alan Dougherty’s 10-piece or-
chestra, are searching for men and women to 
join their alto, tenor and bass sections. No audi-
tions or prior experience are required. 

Rehearsals start on Tuesday, Jan. 20, from 
6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Francis Church’s 

Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, 
as they prepare for their spring concert on Sat-
urday, May 2 at Portland High School. 

New members may join until Feb. 3. 
You do not need any affiliation with Middle-

sex Health to become a member. For more info, 
visit vocalchords20.org or call 860-342-3120. 
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ADVENTURES IN 
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
283 Main Street, Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
Bereavement Support 

Group
St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 

Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.

The evening session of the group meets the 
second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the church hall. The afternoon session meets the 
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the church rosary 
room. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Town-Wide
Moment of Prayer

Trinity Church invites the members of Port-
land houses of worship, and any others, to join 
in a Town-Wide Moment of Prayer at 1 p.m. on 
the Tuesdays in December leading up to Christ-
mas Day. 

Prayers can be offered wherever you are: at 
home, while shopping, at work – and as indi-
viduals or with someone. Use a favorite prayer, 
a simple prayer of your own words, or use this 
one, which is verse 7 of the Advent hymn “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: “O come, desire of 
nations, bind in one the hearts of all humanity; 
bid that our sad divisions cease, and be thyself 
King of Peace.”

‘Pizza Wars’ Dec. 19
The Portland High School Class of 2026 will 

hold “Pizza Wars” Friday, Dec. 19, at 6 p.m., at 
the PHS cafeteria.

This will be a pizza competition featuring lo-
cal favorites like Melilli, Fabian’s, Sicily, Giovan-
ni’s, Pizzeria DaVinci and SliceWorks. Sample 
the pizza and then vote on your favorites. At the 
end of the night, the winner of the Portland’s Fa-
vorite Pizza Award will be announced!

Tickets will be available at the door, at $15 for 
adults and $10 for kids. Proceeds support the 
Class of 2026.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Holiday Closings: For Christmas, the li-
brary will close Wednesday, Dec. 24, at 1 p.m., 
and will be closed all day Thursday, Dec 25. For 
New Year’s, the library will close Wednesday, 
Dec. 31, at 1 p.m., and will be closed all day 
Thursday, Jan. 1. 

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held.

Children’s Programs: Winter Storytimes: 
Begin the week of Jan. 5; registration opens 
Monday, Dec. 22, at 10 a.m. Preschool Story-
times (ages 3-5): Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., Jan. 
6-Feb. 24; there will also be a craft each week 

that can be done at the library or brought home. 
Toddlers and Tots Storytime (ages birth-2): 
Wednesdays at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. Jan. 7-Feb. 
25; this is Mother Goose on the Loose, an in-
teractive session for the library’s youngest pa-
trons, which uses rhymes, a story, songs, pup-
pets, scarves and more to stimulate the learning 
process.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit – Museum Seen 
by Dan Castelli: Castelli is a lifelong Portland 
resident and retired technology education (a.k.a.: 
shop) teacher. In 1970, he bought a 35-mm SLR 
camera, and continues to work in 35-mm film 
format, with a darkroom in his basement. The 
“Museum Seen” exhibit is a series of black & white 
candid photographs of people reacting to art in 
museums that will run through Jan. 9.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience lev-
els are welcome. No registration required; sim-
ply drop in. Come chat with the crafters who 
created the flock of emotional support chickens 
which will be auctioned off this month to ben-
efit the Friends of the Library.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
Jan. 6, 1 p.m. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee 
Shetterly will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m. Pine-
apple Street by Jenny Jackson will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1 p.m. Downton 
Abbey: The Grand Finale (2025; rated PG) will 
be shown. Run time is 123 minutes.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Service Projects: This season, the communi-
ty is collecting monetary donations to assemble 
gift bags filled with goodies and a gift card for 
older children in DCF care. The church is also 

gathering diapers in support of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut’s annual diaper drive. 

Christmas Services: On Wednesday, Dec. 
24, Trinity will hold its Christmas Eve service 
and pageant at 5 p.m. On Christmas Day, Dec. 
25, there will be an informal prayer service at 
10 a.m. On Sunday, Dec. 28, the church will cel-
ebrate the Festival of Christmas Nine Lessons 
and Carols at 10 a.m.

 The church is open for prayer and medita-
tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4 
p.m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

One Year Later, Local Leaders 
Remember Manning, Focus on Road Safety 

By Anne Lilburn
Thursday, Dec 18 marked a year since Port-

land firefighter and Board of Selectmen mem-
ber Shaun Manning tragically lost his life when 
he was hit by a pickup truck while crossing 
Main Street on his way to a town meeting to be 
appointed the town’s new first selectman. 

Portland Police Captain Scott Cunningham 
said the crash – which occurred shortly after 6 
p.m. near the police station – was sadly a tragic 
accident, with no finding of fault on the part 
of the driver. It was dark, with rain just start-
ing, and Manning was not in a crosswalk at the 
time of the collision. While the truck was driv-
ing slightly over the 25-mph speed limit, with 
an estimated calculated speed of 29-35 mph, the 
speed was not reckless, and the driver stopped 
to assist police. Cunningham said there were 
cars approaching in the other direction and a 
crowd across the street, all things that may have 
distracted a pedestrian in the moment.

Current First Selectman Mike Pelton was also 
attending the town meeting that night, and was 
the first to get to Manning after he was hit. He 
said he didn’t realize who had been hit until af-
ter got there, and tried to console him as they 
awaited first responders. It’s a traumatic night 
that still haunts him, he said.

Manning had been a Portland firefighter, and 
immediately after the accident last year, the 
Portland Fire Department noted in a Facebook 
post that Manning was typically on the other 
side of situations like this in an emergency: “If 
the tables were turned,” they wrote, “he would 

have been the first one there.”
Both Cunningham and Pelton acknowledged 

that the area of Main Street where Manning was 
hit could pose challenges for pedestrians, with 
Cunningham emphasizing the importance of 
using crosswalks. 

“They’re there for our safety,” he said. “Stop, 
take your time, and use them.”

Cunningham noted that at the site of Man-
ning’s accident, a crosswalk, with a stoplight, 
was about 200 feet away, but he also acknowl-
edged that that might feel like a considerable 
distance when where you are going is right 
across the street, particularly when you may 
have run across that same street uneventfully 
many times before. 

Cunningham noted that there was another 
pedestrian accident last year, also on Main 
Street, involving a juvenile who was also not in 
a crosswalk. Thankfully, that accident was not 
fatal. 

Pelton said that Manning’s accident had an 
impact on him and the entire board of select-
men. He said they had since moved the regu-
lar location of meetings to the town library on 
Freestone Avenue, out of respect to Manning’s 
family and with a mind towards safety for at-
tendees. He also said traffic safety had become 
one of his priorities, and added that he had re-
cently met with the state’s Department of Trans-
portation about exploring some safety-focused 
changes to Main Street, which is a state road and 
therefore requires state permission for changes.

Pelton said he was working with the state on 
exploring a possible “road diet” that might cut 
the four lanes that currently pass through town 
down to two or three for a portion of town. He 
said that would also have the upside of making 
parking for businesses in the area both easier 
and safer.

Some other ideas that he said that were up for 
consideration included possibly lowering the 
speed limit on Main Street in some targeted sec-
tions, and also adding better signage and light-
ing to make both crosswalks and pedestrians 
more visible and likely to be seen.

All of these are things that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Federal Highway Ad-
ministration says can help reduce pedestrian 
fatalities. The Department’s webpage on Pedes-
trian and Bicyclist Safety notes that fewer lanes, 
ample lighting and lower speeds all contribute 
to decreased pedestrian motor vehicle accidents 
and fatalities. 

“Street lighting reduces the [odds of a fatal in-
jury] by 42 percent at midblock locations and 54 
percent at intersections,” the site notes. 

And while it may seem obvious that faster 
moving vehicles are more likely to cause seri-
ous injuries, people may be surprised to know 
just how dangerous a car moving at 30 miles per 
hour can be.

“While pedestrians have a 90 percent chance 
of surviving a crash involving a vehicle travel-

ing 20 mph or below, they have less than a 50 
percent chance of surviving a crash with a ve-
hicle traveling 30 mph or above,” according to 
the Federal Highway Administration.

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
notes that speed considerations are particu-
larly important these days, given the increased 
popularity of higher profile vehicles, like pickup 
trucks.  

“The faster a vehicle is moving when it strikes 
a pedestrian,” notes the IIHS, “the more likely it 
is to inflict serious injuries. Exactly how much 
more likely depends in part on the height of the 
vehicle, with taller vehicles compounding the 
risk from higher crash speeds.”

Manning’s sister, Kelly Mainetti, said she be-
lieved improving pedestrian safety would be a 
fitting tribute to her brother, particularly given 
his role as a first responder at so many acci-
dents, and she added that she hoped that any 
plans for the roads would also include increased 
speed enforcement by police. Mainetti said she 
knew making the roads safer wouldn’t bring 
Manning back, but at least it would be a way to 
honor him.

Pelton said he hoped to find ways to work 
with the state to make changes to Main Street 
in the near future, and said he missed Manning.

“He loved Portland, loved service,” said Pel-
ton.   “He wanted to make a difference, and he 
tried. Not everyone can say that.”

Exchange Club January 
Bingo Nights

The Portland Exchange Club will hold two 
Bingo Nights on Thursdays, Jan. 8 and 22, at 
Concentric Brewing, located at 91 Main St. Card 
sales start at 6 p.m., and games start at 7 p.m. 

 Admission is $20 for four cards to be used 
for all 10 games with prizes for the winner of 
each game.  Cash, credit and debit cards will be 
accepted.  Proceeds from both nights will go to-
wards the Portland Fuel Bank 

 For more information, go to www.portland-
exchange.org.

Adult Used Coat
Collection

Freestone Council 7 Knights of Colum-
bus, St. Mary Church, is sponsoring an 
Adult Used Coat Collection, to benefit Port-
land Food Bank.  

The Portland Food Bank has requested 
the local Knights to once again sponsor a 
town-wide Coat Drive this fall appealing for 
gently used coats for adults.

To donate a gently used adult used coat, 
a large receptacle is available in the Rosary 
Room at the Church of Saint Mary, 45 Free-
stone Ave.

VITA Seeks Volunteers
Since 2009, the Middlesex VITA Coalition 

has helped thousands in Middlesex County 
file their taxes at no cost. As part of the IRS-
sponsored Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program, the coalition is seeking vol-
unteers to help continue the mission.

Middlesex VITA specializes in maximizing 
tax credits for families and individuals with 
incomes under $70,000. No prior tax prepara-

tion experience is required, as training is pro-
vided. You will collaboratively prepare client 
returns, ensuring you’re never working alone.

Middlesex County includes the Rivereast 
towns of Portland and East Hampton.

Training begins in early January. If inter-
ested in volunteering, email MiddlesexCT.
Vita@gmail.com, or connect on Facebook at 
“Middlesex CT VITA.”
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Haddam Neck
Harriet Olsen

Harriet “Sue” Elizabeth 
(Smith) Olsen, beloved 
wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister and friend, 
passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, after 
a brief illness. She was 87 
years old.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
on Nov. 4, 1938, to Wil-
liam W. and Harriette Gil-
lette Smith, Sue grew up 
in Haddam Neck, where she spent most of her 
life. She graduated from East Hampton High 
School in 1956 and soon after married her high 
school sweetheart, Walter Olsen, in 1958. To-
gether they built their family home in Haddam 
Neck, completing it in 1960.

Sue’s life was defined by her love of nature, 
creativity, and community. She raised a wide va-
riety of animals – from goats and chinchillas to 
her cherished flocks of chickens – and tended 
her greenhouse and gardens with joy, always 
eager to try new plant varieties. A gifted knit-
ter and crocheter, she created mittens, sweaters, 
scarves, and afghans that warmed generations 
of family and friends. As a founding member 
of the Haddam Neck Quilters, she welcomed 
visitors at the annual quilt show, and alongside 
Walt, crafted wooden items for fairs and gifts. 
Sue also served as director and president of the 
Haddam Neck Fair, helping to shape a tradition 
cherished by her community.

Her compassion extended into her profes-
sional life. Inspired by her work on the Middle-
town ambulance in the 1970s, Sue earned her 
LPN license and devoted 25 years to night shifts 
at Middlesex Hospital. After retiring, she con-
tinued to give back, volunteering at Brainerd Li-
brary and assisting the town of Haddam during 
elections.

Sue is survived by her children Deborah 
(Bradley), Barbara, and David (Sandy); daugh-
ter-in-law Ellen; grandchildren Michael (Jen-
nifer), Jared (Emily), Cassie, Sarah, MacKenzie 
(Mark), Connor, Cameron (Sara), Ian, Jessica, 
and Angelina; and great-grandchildren Mi-
kayla, Mia, Miles, Ivy, and Wrenleigh. She also 
leaves behind her sisters Franky, June, Louise, 
and Gail, her brother Peter, and their families. 
She was predeceased by her parents, her daugh-
ter Mary, her son Paul, and her brother William 
(“Jig”).

A memorial service will be held at Haddam 
Neck Congregational Church on Saturday, Jan. 
17, at 11 a.m., followed by a reception at the 
church. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
Haddam Neck Congregational Church, Brain-
erd Library, or Middlesex Hospice.

Sue’s legacy of kindness, creativity, and service 
will live on in the hearts of all who knew her.

Glastonbury
James-Garrett Amayi-Kelley

James-Garrett Kanu-
wodi Amayi-Kelley was 
born Aug. 31,1983 in 
Sanctuary Cove, Tucson,  
Ariz., to Elizabeth Garrett 
Bunker and James A. Kel-
ley. The monsoons came 
the day of his birth  after 
a long drought and so his 
middle name was chosen. 
Kanuwodi Amayi means 
Healing  Waters in Chero-
kee and he was known to many as Waters.  

A devoted son, he was a gift to his family. 
He always strived to be his best. His parents 
are  blessed for their time with him and are im-
mensely proud of the person he was.  

He was the youngest of three siblings, fol-
lowing Benjamin and Elizabeth (Quisi). They 
were loyal and protective siblings, supporting 
and counseling each other throughout their 
lives. Becoming  brother to Elizabeth’s husband, 
Noah, “Uncle Bear” to their children and being 
a constant presence in their lives was one the 
greatest joys of James-Garrett’s life.  

Windancer Ranch, his family home, in Co-
chise Stronghold, Ariz., instilled a love of na-
ture that permeated his entire life. As a child, he 
moved to Glastonbury, but summered in Ari-
zona, returning home to the ranch, and living 
there, throughout his life.  

In Glastonbury, James-Garrett found “his 
boys”, a strongly bonded group of lifelong friends, 
a chosen family sharing all their life events. He 
cherished Hans, JT, Sean, and Spencer as broth-
ers, and was Uncle Funcle to their kids.   

Graduating from Glastonbury High School, 
he went on to earn a Bachelor of Science in edu-
cation, cum laude, from Central Connecticut 
State University. 

In 2010, James-Garrett met Coral Hackler, 
marrying in 2015. Together they traveled, build-
ing an extensive community and celebrating 
life. They separated in 2023, divorcing in 2025.  

After returning to Connecticut in 2023, he 
found love again, reconnecting with Ashley Mc-
Cabe. He formed a special bond with Ashley’s 
son Weston McCabe. James-Garrett and Ashley 
are expecting a child in 2026. James-Garrett was 
ecstatic to welcome his child.   

He was the quintessential renaissance man. 
Across his professional life he fostered a culture 
of integrity through ethical leadership and he 
believed in leading without a title.

Making friends wherever he went in his 
worldly travels, he was diligent about keeping 
in touch. 

He was known as the “glue” that kept people 
together. He drew people in and could connect 
with anyone. He was the person everyone called 
when needing anything. To know him was 
to love him and James-Garrett will be deeply 
missed by all. 

James-Garrett passed on Friday, Nov. 28, in a 
car accident in Bristol. He will be buried in Co-
chise, Ariz., surrounded by the high desert, the 
rocks he loved and the mountains he climbed. 
He forged his path with integrity and honor. He 
leaves a legacy of love, friendship, celebration 
and joy.  

James-Garrett is survived by his mother, 
Elizabeth Bunker; his father, James Kelley; his 

Portland
Doris M. Malloy

Doris M. (Hodge) 
Malloy, 94, of Portland, 
passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Dec. 14, sur-
rounded by family. She 
was the beloved wife of 
the late Harold E. Malloy.

Doris was born in Hart-
ford May 9, 1931. She 
was the daughter of the 
late Robert W. and Mary 
J. (Bisi) Hodge. She grew 
up in South Glastonbury and devoted her pro-
fessional life to caring for others as a registered 
nurse before traveling overseas to raise her fami-
ly while her husband served in the U.S. Air Force. 

Doris was a Civil War history enthusiast, 
enjoyed music ranging from classic country to 
Pink Floyd, and loved reading and complet-
ing crossword puzzles, at which she was a true 
champion. She was a dedicated volunteer at 
local animal shelters and opened her home to 
foster homeless dogs and cats for over 45 years. 
Doris treasured her many visits to Cape Cod 
with family and friends. She was blessed with 
many cherished friendships and will be remem-
bered for her spunk, kindness, curiosity, and 
love of learning.

Doris is survived by her daughter, Eileen Last-
rina and husband Angelo of Portland; her daugh-
ter, Janet Clausi of Englewood, Fla.; and her son, 
Patrick Malloy and his wife Janice of Portland. 
She was affectionately known as “Grandma 
Dodo” to her 10 grandchildren and spouses: 
Melanie and Eric Hayes, Angelo and Arielle Las-
trina, Samantha Clausi, Erin and Chase Brogan, 
Julie and Jack Reed, Cassandra Malloy Palen-
cia, Patrick and Christina Malloy, Josh and Sara 
Morehouse, and Jocelyn Morehouse and her fi-
ancé Sebastien Hains. She is also survived by 17 
great-grandchildren, with an 18th soon to arrive, 
all of whom she loved dearly. 

Doris was predeceased by her beloved grand-
son, Brendon Lastrina.

A funeral Mass will be celebrated Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at 11 a.m., at SS. Isidore and Maria Par-
ish in St. Augustine Church, 55 Hopewell Rd., 
South Glastonbury. Burial will immediately fol-
low in St. Augustine Cemetery. There will be no 
calling hours. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of one’s choice. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

Portland
Phyllis Jean Cyr

Phyllis Jean Cyr, 87, passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Dec. 14, at Portland Care & Rehab. She 
was born June 13, 1938, in Fort Fairfield, Maine, 
to Katherine (Vaillancourt) Cyr and Simon Cyr.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Hector R. Cyr; her son, Roland H. Cyr, her sis-
ters Anna Cyr, Yvette Palmieri, and Jeanette 
Fullerton.

She is survived by her daughter, Deborah Cyr; 
grandchildren, Robert Cyr, Brandi Beach, Jes-
sica Jackson, Christopher Cyr; and great-grand-
children, Bexley Beach, Lachlan Beach, Kahleel 
Jackson, Kahleah Jackson, Jahleel Jackson, and 
Mahleah Jackson. She is also survived by her 
siblings, Simon Cyr, Simonne Cyr-Gould, Rita 
Keegan; and her niece, Kathy Cyr; her godson, 
Gary Donahue; and many other nieces and 
nephews.

Phyllis cherished all of her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. A woman of faith, she 
loved God and lived her life guided by that de-
votion. She will be remembered for her, strong 
faith, devotion to family, her smile, love of jew-
elry, and reflecting the warmth she brought to 
those around her.

The family extends a special thank you to the 
compassionate staff at Portland Care for the loving 
care and support they provided her until the end.

A memorial Mass will be held Monday, Dec. 
29, at 10 a.m., at St. Mary Church, Portland. 
Burial will be at a later date. There are no call-
ing hours. 

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Hebron
John M. Bielaczyc 

John (Jack) M. Bielac-
zyc, beloved father and 
devoted husband to his 
late wife Donna, passed 
away Wednesday, Dec. 10, 
at the age of 83. He was a 
resident of Danbury for 
over 50 years.  In 2024, 
John moved to Cole-
brook Village in Hebron 
to be closer to his son and 
daughter.  

Jack was born in Bethel, and was a graduate of 
Bethel High School and Fairfield University. He 
worked as a quality control engineer at several 
companies in the southern Connecticut and 
New York area, and yes, he owned his own slide 
rule. He was the dad that would always play 
with us in the backyard, terrorize us in the pool 
as “Shamoo the whale!” and gave the best tire 
swing pushes. 

He was a casual woodworker, often in the 
basement on a project my mom set him to, 
loved to play golf, and his mathematical mind 
made him tough to beat at cards and excellent at 
black belt Sudokus. We will miss his goofy sense 
of humor and funny tidbits of trivia he always 
had at hand.

He is survived by his son, Peter Bielaczyc (wife 
Shannon Twomey) of Marlborough; daugh-
ter, Nora Walsh of Westwood, Mass. (husband 
Charles Walsh); and his beloved grandchildren, 
Sam, Maggie, Timothy and Matthew Bielaczyc 
and Isabel Walsh.

Services will be private.

brother, Benjamin Van Raam; his sister, Eliza-
beth (Quisi) Kelley-Hogan and her husband 
Noah Hogan; his nieces and nephews, Jack, Izzy, 
Gideon and Fenn Hogan; and his child.  

“Remember why you came.”
“Hard work is hard, keep doing the work.”  
“When you find the light, keep it bright; keep 

in sight the light that shines.”
Memorial services will be held in Arizona, 

Colorado and Connecticut. For details, visit 
windancer.org/memorial. 

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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aofas.org orthoinfo.org

Ladder safety should not be learned on the fly.

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/LADDERSAFETY

Climbing on a ladder might be the most dangerous thing you do all year. Foot and ankle fractures  
can result from unsafe ladder use. Make sure you have the balance and strength to use a ladder. Take the time 

to secure it properly. Don’t stand above the marked level and always wear lace-up shoes or boots.  
Check our website for more ladder safety tips.   

AAOSPSA16_LadderSafety_News6.4375x10.5.indd   1 1/6/16   4:07 PM
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LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the following 
action at their Regular Meeting, which was held on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2025 at 7:00pm on the following: 
Petition 2025-23 – Petition of Stephen Kowalski, owner, for 
Special Permit to construct an accessory structure exceeding 
900 square feet, (2,592 sq. ft.) on a lot less than 5 acres (4.34) 
acres) in size in accordance with Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron 
Zoning Regulations at 389 Martin Road, Residence-1 District.  
Approved, with conditions.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/04ffefa1786e382c6c6c0
591feaf4babfc9cba937152fff047369c5457503b08 1TB 12/19

Hebron Republican Town
Committee Caucus

Notice is hereby given that a caucus of all enrolled Republican 
electors of the Town of Hebron is being held on Wednesday, 
January 7th (Snow date - 1/12) at 7:00pm in the Town Meeting 
Room at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street 
(Route 85), Hebron, CT.  The purpose of the caucus is to elect 
members of the Hebron Republican Town Committee (HRTC).
All registered Republicans in Hebron are welcomed to attend. 
Anyone interested in Hebron
Republican Town Committee membership is encouraged to 
contact HebronRepublicans@gmail.com.
Clifford Boyce, Treasurer HRTC

1TB 12/19

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

 
Pursuant to SS 12-145 of the CT Statutes, the undersigned 
Tax Collector of the Town of Hebron gives notice that she will 
be ready to receive Supplemental Motor Vehicle taxes and the 
second installment of Real Estate taxes due January 1, 2026 
at the Tax Collector’s office at Hebron Town Hall, 15 Gilead 
St, Hebron, CT on Mon-Wed 8:00-4, Thur 8:00-6 & Fri 8:00-1. 
Payments must be received or postmarked by 2/2/2026 to 
avoid interest.
All taxes remaining unpaid after February 2, 2026 will be 
charged an interest rate from January 1, 2026 at the rate 
of 1.5% for each month elapsing from the due date of the 
delinquent tax to the date of payment, with a minimum interest 
charge of $2.00 per installment. SS 12-146
Failure to send out or receive such bill does not relieve the 
taxpayer of his/her responsibility for the payment of taxes or 
delinquent charges. SS 12-130
Dated at Hebron, CT this 3rd day of December 2025.
Brigit Tanganelli
Acting Tax Collector 3TB 12/19, 1/2, 1/23

TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTION
The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission took the follow-
ing action at their December 16, 2025, meeting:
Approved with conditions Special Permit application #25-1SP 
280 Route 6, Sokol Koni, construction of a single family resi-
dence with a market rate accessory apartment.
Approved application #25-3ZC amending the Andover Zoning 
Regulations Effective January 15, 2026:
Amend articles 4.9.2 and 4.9.3 change the word “width” to 
“frontage” for rear lots
Add new article 4.22 concerning Agritourism
Add new article 7a.0.9 require garages for more than 2 
vehicles in the Lake District to obtain a special permit
Amend articles 8.1 and 9.1 change “gasoline” to “motor 
vehicle fuel”, add requirement that motor vehicle storage facili-
ties obtain a special permit
Repeal article 10.7.2.1 manufactured homes in a special flood 
hazard area
Repeal article 11.1 Minimum floor requirements
Amend article 11.2 conforming changes, front yard setback 
for open space lots set to 30 feet from centerline of street, 
set front yard set back for businesses adjacent to ARD to 45 
feet, make set back requirements for all lots the same in the 
Lake District
Amend article 16 to require a special permit when removing 
more than 500 cubic yards of surplus materials in conjunction 
with construction of structures on a site 
Amend article 19 to require Class A Kennels to obtain a 
special permit
Repeal article 22.0.5
Patrick Dougherty – PZ&C Chairperson 1TB 12/19

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE SERVICES

TMJ DISORDERS AND TEETH
 Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) disorders are a group of conditions that affect 
the jaw joints and their surrounding muscles and ligaments. The temporomandibular 
joints connect the jaw to the skull and allow us to open and close our mouths. When 
someone has a TMJ disorder, the area around their jaw becomes irritated and 
inflamed. Acute TMJ problems are often caused by a jaw injury. Teeth grinding, 
arthritis, joint dislocation, and an improper bite can all lead to chronic TMJ disorders. 
TMJ disorders affect the mouth, jaw, and gums, causing pain in these areas. They also 
tend to damage and misalign teeth, putting a person at risk for dental problems such 
as tooth decay and gum disease. 
 Whether it involves TMJ disorder, cosmetic work, wisdom teeth, simple 
fillings, or complex restorations, any treatment program we suggest for your 
dental health will be thoroughly discussed with you before we begin. When 
you are looking for state-of-the-art, personalized dentistry from people who 
really care, welcome to our office. Our dental team works smoothly and 
efficiently together, devoted to making your dental experience comfortable as 
well as enhancing.
 P.S. A dentist can diagnose a TMJ disorder, which can often be treated with 
dental work and orthodontics. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE12-19-25

ACROSS
1 Emerald City's 

creator
5 A bit cracked
9 Modern 

messages
14 In addition
15 Run the show
16 Nick of 

"Affliction"
17 Church instru-

ment of old
19 Sci-fi author 

Verne
20 Mother of 

Calcutta
21 Replant timber
23 Like sunlit water
25 Kidnap victim
28 Bananas, so to 

speak
31 Elliptical
32 Brother's 

daughters
35 Brewer's vat
36 "Peanuts" girl 3 Consumer 33 Whitney or 47 Whodunit sus-
37 Honeydew, e.g. 4 In a humble way Wallach pects, often
38 Magpie or 5 Some court 34 Take as one's 48 Comic Kovacs

macaw proceedings own 49 Purchase price
39 Utah airport 6 Milk container 38 Shows obvious 50 Winglike

code 7 Wake-up call? anger 52 ____ the tables
40 Sentence ender 8 Roxie in 40 Quarterbacks, 53 ___ St. Vincent 
41 Pasadena's ___ ''Chicago'' often Millay

Bowl 9 Legally forbids 43 "John Wick" star 54 Thought-
42 Mideast capital 10 Weeps for 45 Lenovo provoking
44 More evident 11 Claim not yet competitor 57 Abbr. on a 
46 Study of beauty proven schedule
49 Affectionate one 12 Suffix with
51 Took home after "social"

taxes 13 "___ we forget"
55 Oil source 18 Workplace 
56 Theater break safety org.
58 Not so crazy 22 Affability
59 BBQ entree 24 Getty Center 
60 Sea eagle architect 
61 Lengthy lock Richard
62 Adriatic and 25 "The Planets" 

Aegean composer
63 Clothing closure 26 Plant seed

27 Excessively 
DOWN sweet

1 One of TV's 29 ICU worker
Mavericks 30 Rear-___ (road

2 On the calm side mishap)

Week of 11/3/25 - 11/9/25 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 
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Answers to Previous Crossword: 
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31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41
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4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

Callie, 1 yr,  has had a rough start. While she was 
obviously someone’s cat once, she was found living 
outside. A kind person took her onto her enclosed 
porch but was not able to let her into the house 
because of her own pets. This Good Samaritan 
kept her safe until we had space to take her in.  
We suspect that other cats may have bullied her 
while she was living 
outside. So at this 
time, we would say 
that she would do 
best as a one and only 
with someone who 
is willing to give her 
some time to feel safe. 
She promises to do 
her best and to thank 
you with as much 
affection as you could 
possibly want.

WWW.POAINC.ORGA non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization,
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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Meet Aggie, a young, gentle soul recently joining 
our rescue from a local shelter. Aggie is an 11 month 
old catahoula leopard mix. Her curiosity sparks joy 
as she explores her surroundings with a playful 
spirit. Aggie is a bit shy, but her sweetness shines 
through as she warms up to new friends, both 

human and canine. 
She might even find a 
feline friend charming! 
Aggie loves to cuddle, 
making her a perfect 
companion for cozy 
evenings. If you’re 
looking for a loyal 
friend who can bring 
a playful and loving 
energy to your home, 
Aggie could be your 
perfect match.

“PET OF THE WEEK” LEGALS

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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PET TRAINING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-
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-2

3

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23
Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

Job Title: Shipping Clerk
Location: Hebron, CT
Employment Type: Part Time to Full-Time
Reports to: CEO

Position Summary
We are seeking a detail-oriented, organized, and proactive 
Shipping Clerk to join our growing team.
This role is vital to ensuring the smooth flow of product 
through our warehouse, maintaining inventory integrity, and 
delivering an exceptional customer experience. The ideal 
candidate is reliable, efficient, and takes pride in maintaining 
a clean, well-run shipping operation.

Qualifications
 High school diploma or equivalent required
 Previous warehouse, shipping, or logistics experience preferred
 Basic computer skills; familiarity with shipping software a plus
 Strong organizational and communication skills
 Ability to lift 50+ lbs and operate warehouse equipment
 Attention to detail and commitment to accuracy
 Reliable, punctual, and team-oriented

Please send resume to cj@lymecore.com

Help Wanted: Shipping Clerk

R
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426
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Attention To Detail is looking 
for drivers to pick up and deliver 

cars to and from car dealers.
Part time position.

If you are interested in this 
position please come to our 
facility in Middletown, CT

to fill out application.

Attention To Detail 
195 Dekoven Drive 

Middletown CT 06457

Drivers  Wanted

R
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Debbie Walden
Lic. # RES 0707452

860-559-5176

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, Dec.21st • 1-3pm

24 William Street

Portland • $399,900

93 Broad Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Looking for comfort, style, and easy living? This Ranch 
style home checks all the boxes. Enjoy a spacious 
family room with vaulted pine ceilings, a propane 
fireplace, and custom built-ins, great for entertaining. 
The updated kitchen boasts butcher block countertops, 
bright white cabinetry, and stainless steel appliances. 
With three bedrooms, two full baths, a one-car under 
garage. Take your entertaining outside with a spacious 
deck and Gasebo overlooking a low-maintenance 
yard, this home is designed for both everyday living 
and effortless upkeep. View with Debbie Walden 860-
559-5176 Dir: Main Street to William. 

DOG OBEDIENCE 
CLASSES: starting 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 
860-267-6040. paws-n-
heeldogtraining.com.

RE12-19-25

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Everything you learned late,
teach your children early.

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

There’sThere’s
no Placeno Place

New HomeNew Home
HolidaysHolidays

LIKE A

FOR THE

VACANT LAND FOR 
SALE: Chestnut Hill 
Road, Colchester. Be-
tween Lot 169 and 195. 
12.8 Acres. Sale by 
Owner. $73,900. Call 
860-913-6723.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
GLASTONBURY: RENT 
NOW, one bedroom 
available, renovated, 
first floor. Rent is cur
rently $1,750 per month. 
Includes heat/hot water, 
trash, sewer. Onsite stor
age and assigned park
ing available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, Of
fice 860-529-1725.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at a 
place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK CARS: 
and unfinished projects. 
Contact 860-216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
signs, all musical instru-
ments, guitars, saxo-
phones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

TWO KITTENS FREE: 
nine weeks old, one 
male & one female. 
860-729-8407. Text, 
call, or leave message. 
East Hampton.

FREE

REAL ESTATE

LEGAL NOTICE
Membership Caucus Andover Republicans

Registered Republicans who wish to join the Andover Republi-
can Committee are welcome to attend the Membership Caucus 
on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. being held in the 
Andover Town Office Community Room at 17 School Road. 
The snow date for the Caucus will be Thursday, January 8, 
2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Cathy Palazzi
Secretary ARTC

1TB 12/19

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the December 11, 2025 meeting, the following actions were taken:
Approved Application #25-05: 69 Marlborough Street. Request 
for Special Permit Modification. Application and Property of BRT 
DiMarco PTP, LLC. Map 19, Lot 68. Zone B-2, B-3 and TCVD.
Dated at Portland, CT this 15th day of December 2025
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

1TB 12/19

Email your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;30¢ for each additional word.
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;30¢ for each additional word.
 $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ for each additional word for insertion in both the Citizen   
 and the Bulletin.
 $35.00 per week combination rate;30¢ for each additional word for insertion in the Citizen, Bulletin  
 and The Rare Reminder.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin and The Rare Reminder

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

860-228-2003
Dondero Lawn Care

R
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23On Site Sawmilling • Brush Removal 
Climber / Bucket Truck

Reasonable Rates – Free Written Estimates

Tree Takedown
Stump Removal
Yard Expansion

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

FALL RATES!
• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions• Aerial Work & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

No Job Too Small!

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Scheduled Mowings
Mulching / Garden Installs

Irrigation Services
Lawn Expansion/Grading

Spring / Fall Cleanups
Lawn Renovations 

and Clearing
Plowing / Salting 

Dump Runs

NOW SCHEDULING:
Fall Cleanups

Snow Removal/Salting

Locally in East Hampton, CT
Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE9-19-25

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

-Don’t forget to ask about
Liming & Fall Fertilizing-

Curbside
leaf

pickup!
lawns-n-stuff

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

RE12-19-25

Clean Your Yard
Before Christmas!

Liming and Fall Fertilizing
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RSK Tree Service, LLC

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 

Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal 

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski – 860-573-1244

GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed & Insured

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER, 
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND

TREE & LANDSCAPING

SERVICES
R
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

BLACK GOOSE CHIM-
NEY SWEEP: Dirty 
chimneys can burn! 
Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. 
Fully insured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

GUTTERS CLEANED: 
LOCAL, RELIABLE, 
RESPONSIBLE and 
PROMPT. Free estim
ates. Best rates. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

CHIMNEY MAINTE-
NANCE: Cleaning, 
caps, dampers, flashing, 
furnace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

ELECTRIC STAN LLC: 
Offering service chang-
es for meters and pan
els. Best price offered.  
Licensed and Insured. 
License #202454E1. 
860-716-7903.

FLOOR SANDING AND 
REFINISHING: Custom 
staining and finishing. 
Repairing and laying of 
all wood floors. Free es
timates. James Gorman 
860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN 
SOLUTION: Licensed 
& Insured. Carpentry, 
painting, flooring, bath
rooms, items repaired or 
replaced, doors, locks, 
shades, switches, plugs, 
garbage disposal, fau-
cets, fans, lighting, 860-
904-0158.

HANDYMAN SER
VICES: Starting at $50 
an hour call for quotes 
on window, door in-
stallations, painting 
projects, plumbing re
pairs/installations, fully 
licensed and insured/
references available call 
Mark@860-805-8122.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d be 
happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experi
ence, I offer reliable ser
vice. reasonable rates 
and I do an amazing 
job. References upon 
request. Please call or 
text for free estimates. 
ARIANE’ S CLEANING, 
860-331-5309.

J & S PAINTING & 
HOME IMPROVE-
MENT: Interior/exterior 
painting, window/door 
installation, vinyl siding 
installation and roof in
stallation. Pool patio & 
deck patio. Stucco, finish 
basement, ceramic tiles, 
bathroom, remodeling. 
Building maintenance, 
fence installation. House 
and offi ce cleaning. Call 
John, 860-796-0006.

JOSH’S JUNK RE-
MOVAL: All items re-
moved at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

PLUMBING AND 
HOME REPAIR SPE
CIALIST: All phases of 
plumbing services and 
repairs, leaky pipes and 
drains, hot water heat-
ers, toilets, garbage 
disposals, kitchen sinks 
and faucets, full to par-
tial bath remodels, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more.  Call for a 
free estimate!  Prompt, 
Dependable, Reliable, 
Quality professional 
work at affordable prices 
- Fully licensed and in-
sured - Discounts avail-
able for seniors - Call 
Justin 203-440-5496.

ROOFING: Floor
ing, Decks, All general 
home improvement and 
renovations. Call 860-
894-9919. 

THE BETTER HOUSE-
KEEPER: Fluent Eng
lish speakers, cleaners 
who value high stand
ards, good communica
tions, attention to detail, 
punctuality. Free in-per
son estimates. We love 
seniors! Call 860-413-
2353.

WINDOW CLEAN
ING: Residential, $9 per 
window inside and out. 
Call 860-883-6775. Mr. 
Squeegee.

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LiCensed & FuLLy insured — 

here comes leaf season again.
lawn Tecs sr llc.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

Located in MarLborough, ct

Time to start thinking about fall cleanups for leaves will be 
falling and gutters will be filling up, summer overgrowth around 

the home needs to be cut back. Plan ahead schedule now.

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

scheduling fall cleanups now

r
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Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E9
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25

Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Fall is Here! Call for Leaf Cleanups!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

TREE SERVICES: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting by 
licensed arborists. La-
Pila Arborists, LLC 860-
965-5546.
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Our 40th Anniversary!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

Estimating Now for 2026!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

SERVICES

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Wellis Painting
Where Quality Still Counts
EST. 1986 – Lic# 568591

C
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All phases of Painting
Interior/Exterior

Texture Removal & Repair
Sheetrock/Taping & Water Damage

Ceiling & Wall
Repair Specialists

860-652-9259  cell 860-324-8544

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

KATE 202009 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

KATE 202010 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202011 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202012 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Call Kateline Today

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Be Happy. Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

We Are Here to Help You
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STARKEY HOME RE-
MODELLING: Call to-
day for a free estimate 
on all your Interior and 
Exterior needs. Roof
ing, decks, sheds, win
dows/doors, gutters, 
landscape services, 
porches, patios, fram
ing, carpentry, siding, 
kitchens/baths, base
ments, flooring (tile, 
hardwood, laminate & 
vinyl), painting/staining, 
insulation, trim, etc. Lo-
cally owned. Licensed/
Insured. James 860-
573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
Patios-walkways-steps-
walls-concrete-chim
ney-pavers-bluestone-
drainage-decking and 
more. 35 years’ experi
ence. Fully licensed and 
insured. HIC#0563329. 
https://mersiniv12.wix-
site.com/allstarmasonry. 
Call Bebe 860-960-
9167.

READY FOR A NEW 
KITCHEN BATHROOM 
OR DECK: Beautiful 
Craftsmanship, Excel
lent References, 30 
years of Experience. 
Licensed and Insured. 
The Owner is on every 
job! One call does it all. 
Jacques Building and 
Development Co. 860-
918-1401, Call or Text. 
HIC#0667632.

CABINET REFACING: 
Not an overpriced box 
store or franchise. Lo-
cal company, cabinet-
makers specializing in 
refacing since 1986. All 
wood products, custom 
work and counter tops. 
Deal with the owner. 
Wood’n Excellence 
CP#0664648, 860-345-
2050.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: We 
offer mouse proofing, 
exterior door weather-
stripping. Water dam-
age repair of all kinds 
- we find the leak, repair 
it, and all its damage. 
Roofing, siding, Sheet-
rock, and woodwork 
- we offer complete 
Sheetrock and plaster 
repair. All interior and 
exterior trim including 
crown molding, chair 
railing, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, custom 
stairs, pocket doors, 
interior and exterior 
doors, attic stairs, radia-
tor covers, replacement 
windows, hatchway, 
wood decking to Trex 
and more. Please call 
Rene 860 716-2678.

D&A TILE: Free estim
ates. Licensed and in
sured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS: to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/in
sured. Give us a call 
for free estimate. Starr 
Builders, LLC. See us 
on Facebook. B.B.B. 
860-267-1496.

GENERAL HOME RE-
PAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

GUTTER & ROOF 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
estimates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

HARDWOOD FLOOR-
ING: Installation, re-
pairs, sanding, staining, 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Fully insured. Free es-
timates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. Lo-
cally owned/ operated 
info@brothershomeim-
provementct.com, www.
BrothersHomeImprove-
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J & S MASONRY: De-
sign patio, pool patio, 
Chimney repair. Stone 
walls, brick walls, retain
ing walls, steps. Roofs 
done, veneers done, 
walkways. Cement, 
tiles, paving and build
ing maintenance. All 
kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
CLEANING: Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Fall Furnace
Cleanings and Replacements!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES We offer financing!

860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

Like us on Facebook
glastonbury.newspaper
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FOR SALE

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

R
E 
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLEANING

C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured
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Freshen Up for the Holidays!

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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GLASTONBURY CAR-
PET & FLOORING:  
10% Off Sale November 
and December on Area 
Rugs - Masland, Stan-
ton, Feizy. Please call 
860-633-8832 or stop 
by the store for more 
information, 192 Oak 
Street, Glastonbury.

BRAZILIAN CLEAN-
ING SERVICE: Re
sponsible, Brazilian 
woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very 
professional and punc
tual. $10 fee for quotes, 
goes towards first clean
ing appointment. Also 
good with pets. Call or 
text 860-212-4586.

CLEANING LADY: An
imal lover. Traditional 
work ethic. Detail ori
ented. Flexible. Great 
references. Call Carol at 
860-228-0012.

END ROLLS OF 
NEWSPRINT: Great 
for art projects , wrap
ping and packing, table 
coverings for public din
ners, etc. The Glaston
bury Citizen. 87 Nutmeg 
Lane (off Oak Street) 
860-633-4691.

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24
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• Cabinet Refinishing
• Interior Painting
• Textured Ceiling Repair 
   & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Light Carpentry
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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860-346-7405
www.turnerandsonsllc.com

 

John “Hayden” 
Turner

Douglas H. 
Turner

      URNER & SONST

12
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25
RE

Serving Central Connecticut

 License # 624984

• Solar Roofing
• Roofing
• Siding
• Carpentry

• Windows
• Doors
• Gutters
• Decks

Beauty, Quality, Responsibility
Since 1956

Wishing Everyone A Very, Wishing Everyone A Very, 
Happy Holiday!Happy Holiday!
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HTG.0393975-S1

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.comabsoluteairservices.com
Heating & Cooling Installation and ServiceHeating & Cooling Installation and Service

CCaallll  NNooww!!  886600--661133--55223300
OOrr  VViissiitt  OOuurr  PPrroodduucctt  SShhoowwrroooomm  FFoorr  MMoorree  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Lic # ELC-0202689-E1

FFoorr  AAllll  YYoouurr  HHoommee  EElleeccttrriiccaall  NNeeeeddss!!

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
From From 

Absolute Air Absolute Air 
Services!Services!

$50.00 Off Any
Electrical Service

$1000 OFF A NEW 
GENERAC WHOLE 

HOME GENERATOR 
INSTALLATION

$500 Off A New 
Mitsubishi Electric 
Ductless Heating 

and Cooling System
+ 0% Financing

$500 Off A New
or Replacement 

Heating System + 
0% Financing

R
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*ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION BY 12/31/2025*ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION BY 12/31/2025

$100 Off A New 
or Replacement 
Water Heater + 
0% Financing 

$50.00 Off 
A New

Indoor Air Quality
System


