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Rivereast’s Top 25 Local Sports Moments of 2025

Bacon Academy softball overcame the odds in 2025 to win the conference, defeating 
Montville, 9-6, in the Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) Division II championship 
game on May 30. The accomplishment was selected as a top local sports moment of 2025. 

By Josh Howard
1. Bacon Basketball Wins It All

On March 15, Bacon Academy girls basket-
ball defeated Windham to win the Class M state 
championship at Mohegan Sun Arena.   

The No. 2 seed Bobcats deployed a swarm-
ing defense that overwhelmed the top-seeded 
Whippets of Windham during the 39-25 vic-
tory.

Skyelyn Schoen-Rene scored a game-high 21 
points as the Bobcats led from start to finish, 
while Liz Glover powered the defensive domi-
nance with 14 rebounds and five blocks. 

 It was the program’s first state championship 
victory since 2012 and came on the heels of the 
team winning the Eastern Connecticut Confer-
ence (ECC) championship at the same famed 
arena on Feb. 26. 

2. RHAM Volleyball Keeps
Stacking Championships

RHAM High School girls volleyball added 
another state championship to their resume in 
2025, defeating Joel Barlow in five sets to cap-
ture the Class M state championship on Nov. 15. 

It was the team’s fourth state title in five years 
and marked the program’s 11th state champion-
ship overall. 

Meredith Weir was named the Most Valuable 
Player of the championship match after ham-
mering home 26 kills and adding 20 digs.

The MVP-performance capped a memorable 
final season at RHAM for Weir, who also broke 
program record in aces and topped 1,000 career 
kills during the championship run. 

Weir, Brooke Arcari, Rian Calhoun, Sammy 
DeGray, and Abby Simao were named All-Cen-
tral Connecticut Conference (CCC) during the 

historic season.   
3. Record-Breaking Anderson

Riley Anderson, a senior at Bacon Academy, 
broke the state record in 50 Freestyle and 100 
Butterfly at the Class LL swimming and diving 
championships in November. 

Anderson, who swims for the Manchester co-
op, finished the 50 Freestyle in a time of 22.20 
and the 100 Butterfly with a time of 53.30 to set 
the new standard of excellence. Along with win-
ning the races as the Class LL final, Anderson 
also won both events at State Open to close her 

high school career with two more state titles.  
The record-setting state champion is a Duke 

University swimming commit.
4. Shorthanded Bobcat
 Captures Conference

On May 30, Bacon Academy softball won the 
Eastern Connecticut Conference (CCC) Divi-
sion II, defeating Montville in the conference 
championship game at Mitchell College.

The Bobcats took down the Wolves from 
Montville, 9-6, behind the arm and bat of Ri-
ley Stolzman. Stolzman earned the win from 

the mound and also connected on three hits to 
drive in three runs. 

Reina Hill smacked a home run as the Bob-
cats jumped out to a 7-0 lead after the first two 
innings and never looked back. 

Making the conference championship even 
more impressive was that Bacon Academy only 
had eight players available for the conference-
clincher. 

5. Stennett Shines on College Links
Following an illustrious golf career at Port-

land High School, Luke Stennett has continued 
to thrive on the college links.   

The 2024 PHS graduate, hit the fairway run-
ning at the University Rhode Island as he was 
named the 2025 Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year 
and was selected to the Atlantic 10 All-Confer-
ence team.

Additionally, he was a four-time Atlantic 10 
Player of the Week and won three individual 
tournaments, including topping 75 other golf-
ers  on the leaderboards as URI defended its 
team title at the Ryan T. Lee Memorial Colle-
giate in September. 

Prior to URI, Stennett was the first player in 
Connecticut to win four individual state cham-
pionships during his time with the Highlanders. 

6. Lynch Leaves Legacy
East Hampton High School’s Brady Lynch 

wrapped a phenomenal career on the local 
hardwood by helping lead Bellringers basketball 
to a total of 18 wins this winter, including two 
wins in the Shoreline Conference (SLC) tourna-
ment in February and another pair of victories 
in the Division V state tourney in March.  

Marlborough BOS Continue Pledge Debate
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Board of Selectmen con-
vened on Dec. 16, and the meeting addressed a 
range of issues, including school infrastructure 
planning, public safety governance, tax collec-
tion practices, traffic enforcement and several 
grant applications. Public participation was 
substantial, particularly on issues that had car-
ried over from previous meetings.

MES Major Alterations Proposal
The most consequential and forward-looking 

discussion of the evening centered on the pro-
posed work at Marlborough Elementary School. 
Superintendent Holly Hageman and Board of 
Education Chair Raymon Morris presented to 
the BOS regarding what had previously been 
referred to as a renovation project. Hageman re-
quested that the terminology be changed from 
“renovation” to “major alterations,” stating that 
this more accurately reflected the scope of the 
work. She further recommended that the Public 
Building Commission and the committee over-
seeing the school project not be composed of 
the same members.

Hageman reviewed what was described as a 
comprehensive executive summary and high-
lighted specific areas of the school that she said 
should be addressed, namely the school’s roof as 
it was renovated roughly 24 years ago and has 
reached the end of its anticipated service plan. 
She also reviewed a draft timeline and potential 
funding mechanisms, and asked the BOS to be-
gin reviewing that timeline. When Selectman 
Joe Asklar, a Republican, asked what the final 
cost would be to town residents, Hageman stat-
ed that she could not yet provide an exact figure. 
The item is scheduled to be revisited at the Jan. 
20 BOS meeting.

Contract with TaxServ Capital Services
Another significant action item involved the 

approval of a contract with TaxServ Capital Ser-
vices, LLC, a collections agency. Town Manager 
David Porter reviewed contract terms and ex-
plained that the agency would receive 15% of 
collected outstanding fees, with the majority of 
uncollected taxes related to motor vehicles. He 
noted that the contract is open-ended but may 

be terminated by the town with 15 days writ-
ten notice. A motion to sign the contract passed 
unanimously.

Traffic Safety and Speed Enforcement
Traffic safety, particularly along North Main 

Street and surrounding roads, has been a recur-
ring theme throughout the year as well as the 
meeting. Porter presented an update on the 
town’s automatic traffic safety enforcement de-
vices, also known as the speed cameras. 

“The speed cameras have been enormously 
successful at making that road much safer,” Por-
ter shared. The total number of “citation eligible 
events” in July were 4,145, which dropped by 
68% to 2,321 during the following October. “A 
lot of people have modified their behavior,” he 
said, an outcome that had been hoped for previ-
ously.

Selectman Anthony Bratz, a Democrat, com-
mented that he would like to see an assessment 
of other safety risks on North Main Street be-
yond speed alone.
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender charge 
imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity contract. 
Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the insurance 
company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. Withdrawals 
are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Earn 5.80% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.80%, 5.60%, or 5.10% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

Andover BOS Confronts Staffing Crisis
By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Selectmen convened a 
special meeting on Dec. 22, primarily to address 
an urgent staffing crisis in the Assessor’s Office 
that officials repeatedly described as “dire.” The 
meeting also included deliberations on Com-
munity and Senior Center policies, personnel 
compensation matters and deferred action on 
a retroactive pay request for a former assistant 
town clerk.

Emergency Staffing
The most consequential and extensively de-

bated issue was the Assistant Assessor Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU), which was 
moved to the beginning of the agenda to ac-
commodate the assessor’s availability. The as-
sessor, John Chaponis, explained that the office 
had lost its assistant assessor in early November 
and was facing a severe operational shortfall.

“I’m already short 240 hours of clerical work 
in the office,” Chaponis said. “There’s no way we 
can get everything done on time with just me 
here on such a limited basis.”

He detailed cascading consequences, includ-
ing delayed supplemental motor vehicle tax bills 
and the need to request a one-month extension 
from the State of Connecticut to file the grand 
list. Even with that extension, he warned that 
meeting statutory deadlines would be extremely 
difficult. “I guarantee there will be things that 
won’t be taxed this year,” Chaponis admitted. 

“That’s what we’re looking at.”
The assessor outlined options for temporary 

assistance. Two external candidates with ex-
perience in assessor’s offices had quoted rates 
of $140 and $150 per hour. Alternatively, the 
union representing the former assistant asses-
sor had proposed allowing her to return on a 
limited basis under an MOU.

“The person who’s worked in that office for 
the last 13 years … knows where everything is,” 
Chaponis said. “Versus bringing someone else 
in. … They’re not going to do as much work 
in the time frame that she could do it.” Board 
members expressed concern that the serious-
ness of the situation had not been communi-
cated sooner.

There was also extensive discussion about 
training a future hire while meeting immediate 
filling deadlines. Chaponis stated that training 
would be minimal until the grand list was com-
pleted and said a new employee would other-
wise be “twiddling their thumbs.”

Questions arose regarding compensation 
structure, overtime implications and whether 
the former assistant assessor should be treated 
as an employee or an independent contractor. 

Ultimately, the board voted 4-0-1 to approve 
a motion to hire the former assistant assessor as 
a 1099 contractor at $75 per hour for up to 10 
hours per week, with hours logged and services 

ending no later than March 10, 2026. Select-
woman Carol Lee, a Republican, abstained.

Board Clerk Employment Status
The Board next addressed a request from 

Board Clerk Marina Pandolfi to be considered 
a town employee rather than an independent 
contractor. Discussion centered on historical 
practice and whether the role had ever been 
treated as a formal town position. “I would 
prefer to just keep it a stipend situation,” Select-
man Jeff Murray, a Republican, said. “It’s some-
thing that somebody could do in their spare 
time from their home.” Other board members 
echoed similar sentiments, with Chair Jeff Ma-
guire, a Democrat, who said he didn’t “believe 
we should make her an employee.”

No motion was made to change her status, 
and members acknowledged that the town may 
need to seek a new board clerk if the current ar-
rangement becomes untenable.

Community and Senior Center Director 
Job Descriptions, PTO

Concerns raised by the Andover Community 
and Senior Center Director, Tess Grous, at a 
prior meeting were partially addressed. Revised 
job descriptions were distributed but not voted 
on, as members stated they had insufficient time 
to review them.

The board did approve a payout of accrued 

paid time off. The director was confirmed to 
have 117 hours of PTO at an hourly rate of 
$34.76, totaling $4,066.92. The board voted 
unanimously to authorize payment in the next 
payroll cycle.

The board also voted unanimously to retro-
actively pay the stipend for Municipal Agent 
for Elderly and Social Services back to Nov. 20, 
2025, the date the designation was approved.

Deferred Action for Former Assistant 
Town Clerk

The final substantive agenda item concerned 
a request for a retroactive lump-sum payment 
of $7,948.15 to former assistant town clerk Brit-
tany Comstock for hours worked as acting town 
clerk during 2025. After reviewing a newly dis-
covered memorandum between the prior town 
administrator and the union, members agreed 
the issue required legal review. “This is fairly 
complicated,” Interim Town Administrator, Jim 
Bellano, said.

The board unanimously agreed to defer the 
matter to its January meeting after consultation 
with legal counsel.

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes to 
the church every other Wednesday from 8:30-10 
a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite Wednes-
days.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Soup for Seniors
Join the Andover Community and Senior 

Center for their Soup For Seniors gathering 
on Friday, Jan. 23, 6-8 p.m.!

Bring your crockpot full of homemade 
soup with the list of ingredients. They will 
share a meal then freeze soup into single 
servings for our seniors. ACSC will provide 
bread and dessert.

This event is free to attend, but preregis-
tration is required. A maximum of 60 res-
ervations will be accepted. To reserve your 
seat, call 860-742-7305 x 4510. Call Linda 
for a ride!
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GLASTONBURY, PLANS 
STARTING AT $1,350,000

105 CROSBY ROAD

ONE LOT AVAILABLE!

S. GLASTONBURY, $479,900

438 FOOTE ROAD

SINGLE FLOOR LIVING

MARLBOROUGH $300,000

7 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!
MARLBOROUGH, $400,000

BUYER REPRESENTED

11 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!

MARLBOROUGH $600,000

16 OGDEN LORD ROAD

SOLD!

MARLBOROUGH $1,132,000

36 FOX MEADOW

HIGHEST SALE IN MARLBOROUGH 2025!

EAST HAMPTON, $499,900

42 JACOBSON FARM ROAD

SALE PENDING!

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center, 

located at 25 School Rd., is open daily from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. The lounge is open for cards, games 
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All 
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call 
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. The cen-
ter’s monthly newsletter is available at www.an-
doverconnecticut.org. Copies are also available 
at the center, Town Hall, and Andover Public 
Library. To receive the newsletter by email each 
month, ask for Haley at the center, at 860-742-
7305.

Holiday Closings: The Center will be closed Jan. 
19 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, appointment confirmation 
phone calls, art teachers, cooking/baking in-
structors and other volunteers with special tal-
ents willing to share with the community. Eve-
ning hours are available. Please call or stop by 
the center if interested.

January Weekly Programs: Chair Yoga with 
Haley: Mondays, 10-11 a.m. Cost $7. Join Hal-
ey for a gentle and supportive chair yoga class. 
For transportation, contact Linda at (860) 498-
2326. Movie & Snack: Mondays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Join the center for a cozy afternoon film, com-
plete with snacks and friendly faces. From time-
less classics to feel-good favorites. Call the office 
for the Movie Titles for the month or to make 
suggestions. Contact Linda to reserve your ride. 
Dominos/Setback: Mondays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Come, join the fun and play a friendly game of 
Dominos. Contact Linda to reserve your ride. 
Food Pantry: Mondays, 5-7 p.m. Transporta-
tion to Andover Congregational Church avail-
able at 5 p.m. (except holidays). For more infor-
mation on other available dates and times please 
contact Joan Soucy 860-208-3226.

Hair Care with Helen: Monday, Jan. 26, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. $20. Need a trim? Sign up for a dry 
haircut with Helen. Hair must be clean and dry 
before your appointment. Transportation is 
available if needed. Space is limited—call the 
Center at (860) 798-6862 to reserve your spot.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 AM. Alter-
nating Shopping trips to Willimantic or Man-
chester. Shop Willimantic 1/13, 1/27. Shop in 
Manchester on 1/6, 1/20. Transportation is 
available—Contact Linda to reserve your ride. 
Visit the Library: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. Free. Look-
ing for a book? There’s a lot to choose from! 
Check out a book, DVD, audio book, e-book, or 
a magazine. Movies are available too. Be sure to 
contact Linda for a ride.

Knitting: Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. Free. A 
midweek moment in the Lounge to connect. 
Transportation is available. Call Linda to reserve 
your ride. Food Pantry: Wednesdays, 8 a.m. 
Free. Transportation to Andover Congregational 
Church is available (except holidays). For more 
information on other available dates and times 
please contact Joan Soucy 860-208-3226.

Food Share Truck: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
| 1/7, 1/21 | Free. Transportation to Andover 
Congregational Church is available, contact The 
Center. For more information on other available 
dates and times please contact Joan Soucy 860-
208-3226.

Birthday Bingo/Lunch: Wednesday, Jan. 7, 12: 
p.m. $5. Light Lunch and celebration with cake. 
Bingo to follow. Call Linda to reserve your ride!

Luncheon: Wednesday, Jan. 14, 12 p.m. $5. 
Catered by Cheney Tech Culinary School. Spe-
cial Guest Speaker Erin Congdon from Collab-
orative Natural Health emphasis on healthy liv-
ing and the benefits of drinking tea.

Bingo/Lunch: Wednesday, Jan. 21, 28, 12 
p.m. $5. Light Lunch and Prize Bingo to follow. 
Call Linda to reserve your ride!

Chair Massage with Linda: Wednesday, 1/7, 
1/21 | 3:30–5:30 PM | $32. Relax with a reju-
venating chair massage! Appointments are 30 
minutes. Sign-up is required—call Linda Derick 
at (860) 655-4409.

Senior Art Class with Kim: Thursday, Jan. 
15, 10-11 a.m. $8. Watercolor & Sea Glass Un-
wind and get creative in their new Community 
Art Program! Explore watercolor painting and 
create beautiful mixed-media pieces using sea 
glass and shells. Space is limited, so sign up 
soon! Supplies are provided. Feel free to bring 
your own special pieces. To Sign up call 860-
742-7305 x4510

Open Sew & Stitch: Thursdays, 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Free. Calling all makers! Whether you quilt, 
knit, crochet, or cross-stitch, join the center for a 
relaxed afternoon of creativity and connection. 
Bring your own supplies and a snack—come for 
the stitching, stay for the good company. Trans-
portation is available. Call Linda to reserve your 
ride! Community Yoga: Thursdays, 5:45–6:45 
p.m. $10. Enjoy a community-based yoga class. 
Drop-ins are welcome. For more information, 
contact Linda Derick at (860) 655-4409.

Gentle Yoga: – Fridayd, 8:30–9:30 a.m. $10. A 
slow-paced yoga practice suitable for all levels. 
Drop-ins are welcome. For more information, 
contact Haley Proto at (203) 645-4933. Trans-
portation is available. Strong & Steady – Resis-
tance Band Workout: – Fridays, 10-11 a.m. $7. 
Improve your strength and balance with this re-
sistance band workout—supplies provided. For 
more information, contact Haley Proto at (203) 
645-4933. Transportation is available.

Coffee & Crafts: Friday, Jan. 16, 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Craft will be decorating Gingerbread 
houses. Sign-up is necessary. Transportation is 
available. Call Linda to reserve your ride!

Community Art Class with Kim: Friday, 
Jan. 9, 6-8 p.m. $35 | 1 CLASS

Watercolor & Sea Glass – Ladies night out or 
just unwind and get creative in their new Com-
munity Art Program! Explore watercolor paint-
ing and create beautiful mixed-media pieces 
using sea glass and shells. Space is limited, so 
sign up soon! Supplies are provided. Feel free to 
bring your own special pieces. To Sign up call 
860-742-7305 x4510

Upcoming Special Events: Transportation 
available for all programs. For full event de-
scriptions, call the senior center or see the on-
line newsletter. 

Travel In Time Club: 1/16 | Study Group | 
Free. Based on “Travel in Time in Connecticut”, 
by local author and teacher Dan Blanchard. This 
is another great intergenerational Partnership 
with Andover Elementary School. Students and 
Seniors will be working on stories and interviews.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Toriana Williams

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6

Bulletin Board
Depending on when you read this I presume that many of you have made—or are con-

templating making—various New Year’s resolutions as 2026 arrives with its potential for new 
beginnings. Perhaps you hope to lose some weight or to be a better person or (if you happened 
to wake up on New Year’s Day with a head the size of a basketball) to never again allow so 
much as a drop of alcohol to pass your lips.

I am told that making an annual list of resolutions is an old New Year’s tradition that dates 
back to the ancient Romans. The Roman tradition was to promise the god Janus (the patron 
deity of new beginnings) that they would behave better over the coming year than they had in 
the past year. As we know, the Roman Empire is no more, which makes me wonder if you can 
possibly take this good behavior thing too far, but perhaps I’m just jaded.

Whatever your promise, if you made one this year, there’s a good chance you’ll fail to keep 
it. There’s even a whole host of unofficial dates that commemorate the failure of well-intended 
resolutions, to include “Ditch New Year’s Resolutions Day” on January 17 and “Quitter’s Day” 
on the second Friday in January. One poll indicates that only 8 percent of people stick with 
their resolutions for one month. Another poll, by the Fisher College of Business, says that 23 
percent of people quit their resolution by the first week and 43 percent quit by the end of Janu-
ary.

Despite those figures, yet another poll, this one by the Pew Research Center, indicates 
that 87 percent of people who made resolutions claim they have kept at least some of them a 
month into the new year. This indicates to me that a significant number of people don’t prom-
ise to try and be more truthful about their actual behavior. I’ll let you do the math.

Of those folks who decline to make New Year’s resolutions, 56 percent say their main reason 
for not doing so is they simply do not like to make resolutions. About one in ten say they don’t 
make resolutions became they break them too easily (i.e., no willpower); 9 percent say they 
can’t think of a resolution to make (being practically perfect in every way, apparently); and 17 
percent say they have “another reason” which they have (paradoxically) apparently resolved 
not to share.

As for me, in my younger, more idealistic days, I used to make nearly impossible resolu-
tions. For instance, I once resolved to make more of an effort to pick up my odiferous socks 
off the floor. That lasted about a week (until I changed my socks). I realized then that it would 
probably be wiser not to aim so high.

A number of years ago some writer for USA Today said he resolved to collect airsickness 
bags from every major airline. A lot of people thought the guy was crazy. I, on the other hand, 
wonder if we might be distant cousins or something.

Another writer offered heartfelt, if more general, suggestions for approaching the new year. 
These included (with my interpretations as to how they might relate to me personally): “Trust 
Your Instincts” (don’t travel on airplanes); “Stop Procrastinating” (if you’re already on an 
airplane, get off now!); “Learn to Take Risks” (get back on the airplane); “Forgive Someone” 
(the stewardess wouldn’t have called security if you didn’t try to force your way back onto the 
plane); “Tip Generously” (you never know when you might be having dinner in that same jail 
in the future); and “Learn One New Thing” (getting tasered isn’t as much fun as you might 
think).

Though I stopped making New Year’s resolutions some years ago (being among the 9 per-
cent who consider themselves nearly perfect in every way), I did approach my wife this year to 
ask if she planned to make any resolutions.

“Why?” she asked.
“Because if you’re having difficulty, I’d be happy to offer a few suggestions,” I replied mag-

nanimously.
And so it happens that I did in fact come to make a resolution for the coming year – and 

for all the years to come should I be allowed to live that long. I resolved that I will never ever 
attempt to offer her such assistance ever again, so help me God.

Jim Hallas

Hey folks, it’s Toriana again, taking over 
while Mike is on his way back from vacation. 
I promise we’ll return you to your regularly 
scheduled programming next week.

I hope everyone had happy holidays! I 
caught a cold from the office, so that was fun. 
It was indeed my least favorite present. How-
ever, setting aside the holiday blues and ickies, 
I wanted to talk about one more culture shock 
I have recently experienced in Connecticut: 
the legal age of consent for intercourse and 
other sexual conduct is 16.

When I first learned that Connecticut’s age 
of consent is 16, my reaction was not analyti-
cal - it was visceral. I’m originally from Ten-
nessee, a state where the age of consent is 18. 
Coming from that legal and cultural frame-
work, discovering that Connecticut allows 
sexual intercourse between a 16-year-old and 
potentially a significantly older adult was gen-
uinely shocking.

That reaction surprised me, because Con-
necticut is often viewed - and often rightly so 
- as a state that is more “progressive.” Strong 
public schools, progressive social services, 
robust protections for children and a politi-
cal culture that frequently leads on issues of 
public health and safety. In many ways, Con-
necticut appears ahead of the curve. But on 
this issue, to me, it falls noticeably short.

In journalism school, one of the earliest les-
sons drilled into students is this: do not re-
veal your political leanings. Readers should 
be informed, not steered. I take that principle 
seriously. But age of consent should not be 
politicized in the first place. Protecting mi-
nors from harm is not a red or blue issue - 
and I am not arguing that it is. I’m stating that 

plainly now, because experience has taught 
me that any discussion of sexual law reform 
can quickly be framed as ideological. This is 
not about politics. It is about protection, de-
velopment and reality.

Connecticut law allows individuals aged 16 
and older to legally consent to sexual activ-
ity, except in specific circumstances involving 
authority figures. On paper, that may seem 
reasonable. In practice, it allows scenarios 
that should give us pause: a 16-year-old high 
school student and a 30-year-old adult can le-
gally engage in sexual intercourse.

That legality does not erase the imbalance.
There is consent, and then there is in-

formed consent. Those two concepts are not 
the same, and the distinction matters deeply 
here. A 16- or 17-year-old may be capable of 
agreeing to something in the moment. But the 
question we should be asking is whether they 
can truly understand - emotionally, psycho-
logically and physically - the long-term con-
sequences of engaging in sexual relationships 
with someone significantly older.

At 16, the brain is still developing. Impulse 
control, risk assessment, emotional regula-
tion and long-term consequence evaluation 
are not fully formed. As someone who was 
16 about 10 years ago, I can confirm with my 
whole heart that this is true. Teenagers are 
navigating identity, self-worth, peer pressure 
and first experiences - often all at once. Intro-
ducing a sexual dynamic with someone who 
has over a decade more life experience funda-
mentally alters that balance.

In relationships with large age gaps, espe-
cially involving teenagers, power does not 

Dementia Talks #43
To the Editor:

We are coming up on one year at the current 
community where mom lives; this said it is our 
first holiday season experiencing the variety of 
events and activities that have been made avail-
able through the last two months.

Here is a glimpse into last weekend…
Last Sunday I was going through pictures of 

mom and I from the Friday night Christmas 
Concert. A local music school hosted the con-
cert and the students presented holiday music.  
The music was presented by children playing 
violins, there was a cello, and several rotated 
playing the piano.

It was lovely. 
But perhaps not in the sense that you may 

think. It was lovely because it felt like a holiday 
tradition in a place where traditions have faded. 
It felt like a shared moment in time captured 
for a mere second so unique, like a snowflake 
falling from the sky. Shared by family members 
and their loved ones; and together the feeling 
of joy filled the room as the music played. Most 
of us silent, then the eruption of clapping from 
all corners of the room for the musicians that 
shared their time with us and sprinkled happi-
ness from the high ceiling of our “Town Square”.

After the concert, mom, myself and two other 
residents wandered through the memory care 

Thank You JJIS
To the Editor:

On behalf of the 30 senior recipients of the 
Holiday Box Project, I would like to send my 
gratitude for this ongoing collaboration with the 
Jack Jackter Intermediate School: the students, 
families and faculty for their kindness and gener-
osity. Every holiday season for well over 40 years, 
the Colchester Senior Center has partnered with 
the Colchester Public Schools to bring cheer to 
seniors who may be experiencing loneliness, ill-
ness or need during the holiday season. 

The senior center helps to select the seniors 
and works with them to establish their holiday 
wish lists. The wish lists are delivered to the 
school, and each classroom is assigned a senior 
and generously helps to fulfill the wish lists. Af-
ter the school’s annual Holiday Assembly, vol-
unteers and senior center staff have the great 
joy of delivering the boxes and collecting many 
smiles along the way.

To be able to intentionally cheer the spirits 
of some of those seniors means a great deal. It 
is also a wonderful lesson for the students, who 
are learning the impact they can have on help-
ing one another and making their community 
better. We are grateful for your kind and gener-
ous hearts.

Patty Watts
Director of Senior Services

Town of Colchester

Lions Club Makes Donation... The Portland Lions Club presented a $1,000 dona-
tion to the Portland Food Bank and wished to thank the Portland Community for 
its generous support. From left to right: Kevin Backman, Jim Tripp, Larry Geist, 
Deb Sullivan, Anita Carpene, Peggy Arico, Rod Schlosser, Carol Revicki, Peter Lord
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A Holiday Love Letter to Connecticut
It was on a snow-covered Christmas Eve in 
1984 that I first encountered eastern Con-
necticut.  The silent and starry night lent 
an extra dose of whatever it is that stops us 
in our tracks.  The country roads we took 
to the house were dotted with a miracu-
lous number of historic survivors.  It was 
so enchanting a sight that I remarked to 
my hosts how much it resembled a toy 
town beneath a Christmas tree.  Upon 
which they proudly elaborated on Con-
necticut’s early and steadfast commitment 
to environmental conservation and histor-
ic preservation.
 
In other words, the beauty and history I 
was taking in all around me did not remain 
here by accident.  It had survived intact 
only because enough people in the past 
had made up their minds that clean water, 
verdant farmland and rich history are truly 
priceless.  They are the valuable, tangible, 
quality-of-life-enhancing assets any com-
munity would be happy to inherit.  They 
constitute the kind of irreplaceable riches 
which ought never be squandered.  Be-
cause once they’ve been lost you never get 
them back.
 
For people like me not as fortunate to grow 
up in a place like this, it is precisely the 
kind of place we long to find.  Yet despite 
my obvious appreciation, I have to admit I 
was not looking forward to a walking tour 
of the historic Horton property along Kin-
ney Road, at the heart of Hebron Center.  
Though I had enthusiastically accepted the 
invitation, once the overcast day arrived, 
the thought of a boring and muddy after-
noon was not all that compelling.  But com-
pelling it most certainly turned out to be! 
 
I never expected to see an 18th century 
agrarian marvel of walled cattle lanes 
made of boulders so massive it required a 
community-wide effort to accomplish. 
 
I didn’t know that glaciers advanced and 
receded over Connecticut so many times 
that the pulverized rock and soil beneath 
them would form a shelf of hard pan, the 
secret ingredient which keeps all the nutri-
ents so close to the planted surface. 
 
I didn’t know this property had been 
gifted to the early colonists by the Sachem 
Attawanhood.  Nor did I know that for 
thousands of years this land has remained 
among the most extraordinarily rich and 
productive soil in the state.  These pristine, 
prehistoric fields owe their very survival 
to the massive walls built to protect them 
from the trampling effect of livestock. 
 
I didn’t know about the dramatic rescue of 
Caesar Peters from Southern bounty hunt-
ers.  A feat accomplished by the ingenious 

and patriotic women of Hebron. 
 
Experiencing firsthand the silence and 
power of these still farmed and freshly cut 
fields, the very ones first occupied over 
12,000 years ago, felt almost sacred.  It 
was a feeling not unlike that Christmas Eve 
forty years ago.
 
Even in the Bible, Hebron signifies the first 
piece of the promised land.  What a fitting 
name for this treasure gifted to us by a 
community long ago.  We owe it to them 
for not squandering the riches left to us. 
 
The only question which remains is what 
kind of community are we?  Are we the 
kind which wants to be remembered for 
our generosity, our foresight, our commit-
ment to protecting and providing for the 
future residents of this place we so gladly 
call home?  Or are we a community which 
is ok with being forgotten, or worse yet, re-
membered only for what we squandered?  
Because you can be absolutely sure, no one 
longs to live here for the public works facil-
ities.  And we’re supposed to believe a new 
public works at Kinney Road wouldn’t risk 
this irreplaceable gift?  Or that the hard 
pan, which made Hebron Center possible 
in the first place, wouldn’t spread even a 
small degree of contamination far beyond 
Kinney Road?  I for one don’t believe it.  
And it’s my opinion the only reason it was 
proposed to begin with was to profit a few 
by squandering the riches of the many.
 

Over the ensuing decades I’ve travelled 
extensively throughout the Mid-Atlantic 
and New England states.  But something 
about eastern Connecticut always stood 
apart. Something in the character of the 
people is different here.  It’s the only place 
in America I’ve been where almost to a 
person, valuing things like courtesy, and 
friendliness, and nature and history isn’t 
the exception to the rule, but rather the 
norm.  In that sense, this place really is  
“still revolutionary.”
 
I think it’s because people stay here, and 
return here.  It’s why so many of my neigh-
bors grew up here, and whose parents 
grew up here.  Because if it wasn’t beauti-
ful, and natural, and healthy, and proud of 
its history, people would move on.  Eastern 
Connecticut is unique precisely because its 
residents do care, and do value the nat-
ural and historic inheritance they are so 
fortunate to call home. They care because 
it comes naturally to them.  Their parents 
cared, their grandparents cared, and now 
they care, and their children care.
 
So let’s save this treasure, and gift it to 
those who will thank us when we’re gone.  
Because I believe we are a community who 
cares. And I’m proud to be a member of a 
community like ours.

 
Happy New Year Eastern Connecticut!
With love, admiration, and gratitude, 

Greg Frutchey

Paid for by Gregory Frutchey
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
need to be overt to be present. A 30-year-old 
brings more financial stability, more sexual 
experience, more emotional leverage and 
more social authority - even without intend-
ing harm. The younger individual may feel 
“mature” or “chosen,” but that feeling itself is 
often part of the imbalance.

The emotional impact can be lasting. Teens 
may internalize guilt, confusion or shame long 
after the relationship ends. They may struggle 
to reconcile how something that was legal left 
them feeling used, manipulated or dimin-
ished. Physical consequences - including risks 
to sexual health - compound those emotional 
effects, particularly when a teenager may not 
feel empowered to negotiate boundaries or 
protection with an older partner.

Some argue that raising the age of consent 
to 18 would criminalize consensual relation-
ships. That concern deserves discussion, and 
close-in-age exemptions are an important 
safeguard. But that argument becomes far 
less persuasive when the age gap stretches 
into double digits. A relationship between a 
16- and 19-year-old is not equivalent to one 
between a 16-year-old and a 30-year-old, yet 
Connecticut law currently permits both.

Tennessee, like several other states, sets the 
age of consent at 18. That does not mean exploi-
tation disappears - laws alone cannot do that - 
but it does create a clearer boundary. It sends 
an unambiguous message: minors deserve time 
to grow, learn and mature before being legally 
exposed to adult sexual relationships.

Connecticut excels in many areas of child 
protection. The state has taken strong stances 
on child marriage, abuse by authority figures 
and youth welfare more broadly. That is why 
this issue stands out so sharply to me. When 
a state that prides itself on safeguarding chil-
dren allows legal sexual relationships between 
teenagers and much older adults, it invites 
scrutiny.

The question is not whether teenagers 
are sexual beings - they are. The question is 
whether the law should permit adults to en-
gage sexually with minors simply because 
those minors are capable of saying “yes.” Le-
gality should reflect not just capability, but 
vulnerability.

We do not allow 16-year-olds to sign bind-
ing contracts, buy alcohol or make many 
other life-altering decisions independently. 
We recognize that maturity is a process, not a 
switch that flips on a birthday. Sexual consent 
- especially with much older adults - should 
be treated with that same gravity.

Raising the age of consent to 18 would not 
be a moral judgment on teenagers. It would be 
an acknowledgment of reality: that informed 
consent requires context, development and 
the ability to fully understand consequences. 
On this issue, Connecticut has the opportu-
nity to align its laws with the values it so often 
champions - protection, responsibility and 
care for its young people.

And for a state that gets so much right, that 
alignment matters.

addition, she worked to preserve the property 
at 17 Kinney Road.” As eloquently written, An-
drea’s powerful legacy extends beyond her fam-
ily to the Hebron community.

In the early efforts to preserve Kinney Road 
and protect the Raymond Brook Watershed, 
Andrea’s commitment to “community wellness” 
added a compelling voice. In the summer of 
2022, Andrea was fundamental in the creation 
of a letter to the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice (SHPO) inquiring about the details of the 
Phase 1 Archeological Survey of 17 Kinney 
Road. She courageously authored a Letter to the 
Editor to the Rivereast on Sept. 2, 2022, that re-
mains strikingly important today. Quoting from 
a reply written by State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Jonathan Kinney, Andrea noted SHPO’s 
directive, “‘As relayed in prior correspondence; 
however, SHPO requests that a professional cul-
tural resources survey be completed prior to any 
subsequent phases of development; additional 
research to substantiate an eligibility evaluation 
should be completed as part of future investi-
gations.’ SHPO specifically instructs the Town 
to complete a cultural resources survey PRIOR 
TO any subsequent phases of development. The 
timing is CRITICAL. The survey must be con-
ducted and documented to prevent destroying 
or losing the historical-cultural aspects.” Thank 
you Andrea for providing this reminder at this 
time, which remains as critical as ever.

I hope someday the Hebron community will 
come together to realize Andrea’s dream and 
preserve 17 Kinney Road. My dream would be 
to someday plant the Andrea Lattanzi Memorial 
Garden in the fields of 17 Kinney Road, a living 
tribute to a shining light. I am grateful to have 
known Andrea and grateful for her legacy that 
extends beyond her family, and into the com-
munity.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Friends, Neighbors in East 
Hampton, East Haddam, Salem
To the Editor:

I had planned on announcing my intention to 
run for State Representative after the holidays, 
but you may have seen an article recently writ-
ten by a CT Mirror reporter and shared in the 
Hartford Courant. Yes, it is true—I hope to be-
come your State Representative again in 2026.

For the past several years, I’ve watched with 
growing frustration as taxpayer dollars have 
been spent by politicians in Hartford without 
accountability, as the fiscal safeguards I helped 
create in 2017 have eroded, and as the legislative 
process itself has lost its seriousness—with state 
senators and representatives voting from their 
cars. Meanwhile, it has only become more ex-
pensive to live and do business in Connecticut. 
Families and employers alike are struggling un-
der the weight of rising property taxes, shock-
ing utility bills, and the cumulative burden of 
policies adopted at the state Capitol. For these 
reasons and more, I have decided to step back 
into the political arena.

Public service has always been central to 
who I am. In full transparency, if elected, I in-
tend to give up my current full-time position 
as a budget analyst and senior advisor in state 
government—a role that has given me a front-
row seat to troubling trends, but also the op-
portunity to work on solutions that would make 
our state more affordable and fiscally sound. 
In November of 2025, I was elected to the East 
Haddam Board of Education, a role that keeps 
me grounded in issues that are important to our 
communities.

Though I last served in the legislature nearly 
a decade ago, my core values have not changed. 
I remain a direct, results-driven leader com-
mitted to working across the aisle. What has 
changed is my depth of knowledge and under-
standing of our state budget system, still in need 
of reform and increased transparency.

I look forward to connecting with residents 
across all three of our unique small towns. 
Please feel free to reach out at melissa@melis-
saziobron.com or 860-470-6662. Of course, you 
can find me on social media, too! I look forward 
to hearing about what issues are important to 
you and our communities.

Cheers to 2026,
Melissa Ziobron

Hebron
DPWAC Update

To the Editor:
Happy New Year!
A lot is going on and coming together. We 

are getting quotes for townwide curbside trash 
pickup and we are still exploring other options. 
At our last meeting on December 15, 2025, we 
had 2 guests in person and one on line.

Chris Nardi from Silver, Petrucelli & Associ-
ates gave us updates on the progress of the proj-
ect. These were that the well is able to handle 
all of the expected demands of our new facility 
including fire sprinkler systems, truck washing, 
dog kennel, restrooms and showers etc. All of 
the ground testing done showed that the sub-
soils can support all of the proposed structures 
and that the septic system can be built. The 
question was raised regarding one septic for 
both the dog kennel and the new DPW facil-
ity. The Architects were verifying that a permit 
through Chatham Health is obtainable, based 
on site inspections during the perk tests. The 
plans went out to estimating and we now have 
a number as to the cost of the complete tear-
down and rebuild of the Old Colchester Road 
site. Total construction cost is 27,800,501.00. 
This number will change as designs are firmed 
up and finalized by referendum time.

This is for abatement of all hazardous materi-
als currently on site, complete demolition of all 
structures on the site and construct an all-new 
facility on the existing site. This is what the ma-
jority of residents that participated in the town 
wide survey wanted.

Members of the DPWAC along with Town 
Council members will be having informational 
sessions starting in the new year with various 
town organizations. This is to get all of our resi-
dents on board and prepared for the upcoming 

referendum in the early spring of 2026. Please 
come to an informational meeting prior to the 
referendum to learn the facts regarding this 
important project! Please stay tuned for when 
and where these will be. I will include them 
here as I am made aware of meeting times and 
places. This is a major project that has been 
kicked down the road for almost 15 years, it’s 
time to get this built! As always please email me 
at: thabicht@hebronct.gov and don’t forget to 
check the Town of Hebron’s website at: www.he-
bronct.com for the most recent FAQs. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 1/20/26 at the 
Hebron town hall, 6:30 p.m.

Todd Habicht - Hebron
DPWAC Vice Chairman

Andrea’s Hebron Legacy
To the Editor:

I was heartbroken to read the news of the pass-
ing of Andrea Lattanzi of Hebron in last week’s 
Rivereast. My sincere condolences go out to 
Andrea’s family, including her devoted husband 
David Lotreck, their children and grandson, as 
well as a long list of friends. Andrea’s legacy to 
her family will certainly be her profound love, 
kindness, compassion, humor and wit, gifts that 
will be treasured. As it was noted in the moving 
obituary, “13 years ago, after her first experience 
with lymphoma, Andrea’s focus shifted toward 
personal and community wellness. She viewed 
this time as an opportunity to keep learning and 
growing… She was also deeply involved in the 
Hebron Historical Society, which combined her 
love of history with her interest in genealogy. In 

neighborhood to stretch our legs, then settled in 
one of the ‘family’ rooms. Three of us on a couch 
and one in a comfy chair. As we took in the Dis-
ney movie playing on the TV, mom cuddled in 
and fell asleep on my shoulder.

Moments are precious. At times we are over-
come by the hustle and bustle of November and 
December. At other times we freeze-frame a 
moment, an event, a smile, a hug into our minds 
to be thought of sometime in the distant future.

My hope is that mom still has those freeze-
framed moments scrolling through her mind.

May you leap into 2026 with joy and hope at 
knowing that you are not alone.

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900 Thank You East Hampton 
Food Bank

To the Editor:
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to 

the East Hampton Food Bank for their contin-
ued dedication to our community.

While their daily efforts sustain so many, I 
want to specifically highlight their recent gen-
erosity in providing Stop & Shop gift cards to 
our East Hampton Housing Authority tenants. 
These cards offer more than just financial relief; 
they provide our residents the dignity of choice 
and the ability to purchase exactly what they 
need. 

The food bank is a vital resource for people 
of all ages and circumstances in East Hampton. 
On behalf of myself as well as the tenants I rep-
resent at The East Hampton Housing Authority, 
we thank the staff and volunteers for your kind-
ness and for making sure our neighbors feel 
supported and seen.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!
F. David McGovern Jr - East Hampton

Connecticut Housing Authority
Tenant Commissioner
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Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE1-2-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

NFL Sunday 
Ticket!

10 Wings & Pitcher
of PBR Special

$22.95
During Games

Friday, Jan 9th “Who Asked Lisa”
Friday, Jan 16th “Violent Reign”

Friday, Jan 23rd “Karismics”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 1/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton • 860.365.5238
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visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events

From our butchers
to your plate,

for a freshness
you can taste.

The Dublin..
Often Imitated,

Never Duplicated

DINE-IN 
ONLY

BEEF & SEAFOOD COMPANY

Tuesday nights, it’s the
Famous Dublin Prime Rib 

Madness!
Join us for our oven roasted 

Queen Cut Prime Rib
Meal comes with a small side salad...for just $1000 from 5pm - while it lasts.

Area’s Best Burgers & Wings!
RATED TOP 10 RESTAURANTS!

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story
$Top 25 Sports Moments, cont. from page 1

Lynch averaged 19 points, five rebounds, and 
three assists per game as he was named all-state 
by the Connecticut High School Coaches As-
sociation. The prolific guard was also selected 
All-SLC first-team for the third straight season. 

He closed his career at EHHS as the leading a 
scorer in program history, finishing with 1,597 
points. 

7. Burroughs Six Scores Sink Rival
Bacon Academy’s starting quarterback Rid-

dick Burroughs saved his best performance for 
his last on the local fields.

Playing his final football game, the senior 
signal caller totaled six touchdowns as the Bob-
cats beat RHAM High School, 46-28, at Bacon 
Academy on Nov. 22.

Burroughs dazzled the home crowd from 
the opening whistle to the last, rushing for 148 
yards and three touchdowns and throwing for 
178 yards and three scoring strikes - all to fel-
low senior Joey Gignac.

It was the second straight year that the Bob-
cats won the annual “Battle for the Rail”, blank-
ing the Raptors 23-0 in last year’s showdown at 
East Hartford High School. 

8. Burke Brothers Blaze Trail
Breckin and Hayden Burke, twin brothers 

from Portland High School, placed first and 
second at the Shoreline Championship (SLC) 
championships on Oct. 16. 

Racing at Hammonasset Beach State Park, 
Breckin won the conference clash with a time of 
16:13 and was followed by Hayden with a time 
of 16:20. 

At the Class S Division Championships on 
Oct. 25, Breckin placed 2nd and Hayden was 
4th. It was a similar finish at the State Open as 
Breckin (26th) and Hayden (28th) crossed the 
finish line within a few seconds of each other. 

Prior to the championship season, Hayden 
won both the Harry Geraghty Invite and the 
Wickham Invite, while Breckin placed as the 
runner-up in both races. 

9. Conference Repeat for Raptors Lax 
For the second straight spring, RHAM High 

School boys lacrosse was crowned the kings of 
the conference, beating Farmington, 15-11 on 
May 29. 

Ben Zigmund scored five goals and dished 
out four assists to lead an offense, while senior 
goalie Thomas Packer made 20 saves on the 
back end. James Celio also scored five goals 
and added an assist in the win, surpassing the 
200-career point mark along the way. 

After securing consecutive conference 
crowns, Zigmund, Celio, and Liam Tresser 
were named Connecticut High School Coaches 
Association (CHSCA) All-State. The trio also 
joined  Packer, Thiago Delacruz, and Garrett 
Levesque on the all-conference team.  

10. Hageman Honored,
Bobcats Top Conference 

Mia Hageman, a senior at Bacon Academy, 
was named the Eastern Connecticut Confer-
ence (ECC) Player of the Year after helping the 
Bobcats win the conference championship for 
the second straight season. 

Hageman was one of a half dozen Bobcats to 
be named All-ECC first-team, joining Alyssa 
Blanchette, Quinn Guntulis, Lanie McIlduff, 
Arianna Elliott, and Isabel Faber. 

On Oct. 27, Bacon Academy wrapped up a 
repeat as a conference championship with a 
1-0 victory over Stonington behind a goal from 
Blanchette.

11. Banner Year for EH Youth
Football and Cheer

East Hampton Youth Football and Cheer 
(EHYFC) wrapped up a season to remember in 
the fall.

Hawks football made their first ever champi-
onship appearance, while the Hawks cheerlead-
ing squads posted multiple first place finishes 
and brought home various awards as the local 
programs celebrated their most successful sea-
son to date.

The Hawks B squad (consisting of 21 football 
players from grades 5-7) made the champion-
ship game, marking the first time in program 
history that a team has made it to the big dance. 
After finishing the season with a record of 4-3, 
the Hawks defeated Coginchaug, 13-6, in the 
quarterfinals and Vernon, 26-7, in the semifi-
nals to reach the championship game at Veter-
ans Memorial Stadium in New Britain. 

Additionally, a trio of Cheerleading squads 
(A, B, and C) all placed first at the CTYFL 
Cheer Competition

12. Rabbitt Powers RHAM Golf
On June 5, RHAM High School’s Conner 

Rabbitt tied atop the leaderboard as the Raptors 
won a Central Connecticut Conference (CCC) 
championship as a team. 

Competing at Stanley Golf Course in New 
Britain, Rabbitt shot a one-under 70, draining 
birdies on three holes to tie Joey Pikiell of Bris-

tol Central for the top spot. As a team, RHAM 
finished three strokes ahead of runner-up East 
Catholic. 

The following week (June 9) –– Rabbitt, Lo-
gan Giannelli, Conor Sullivan, Sean Fenton, and 
Caden Bellmore combined to secure a state golf 
championship in their back woods as the Rap-
tors shot a 309 at a team to capture the   Divi-
sion II State Championship, besting Tolland by 
10 strokes and ahead of the other 16 teams that 
competed Tallwood Country Club in Hebron. 

Rabbitt shot a team-best (+3) 75 to finish tied 
for second overall individually at the state cham-
pionships. 

13. LaMalfa Tops New England
Sam LaMalfa, of Portland High School, com-

pleted the trifecta of outdoor track and field 
championships by winning the 400 Meters at the 
Class S, State Open, and New England Regionals 
in June. 

LaMalfa also won a Class S state champion-
ship in the 200 meters to helped the Highlanders 
placed as the runner-up at the divisional cham-
pionships. 

The 2025 PHS graduate is now in the begin-
ning stages of his freshman year with the Bull-
dogs track and field program at Bryant Univer-
sity.    

14. Calhoun Sets College Records
On Feb. 16, Liam Calhoun — a 2022 RHAM See Top 25 Sports Moments , page 10

East Hampton youth football had a historic 2025. The Hawks B squad became the first 
team in the history of the program to advance to the championship game. 

High School graduate  who now competes for 
the Cardinals running teams at Wesleyan Uni-
versity — broke the school record in the 3,000 
meters that had stood for 41 years. Competing 
at the Boston University David Hemery Valen-

tine Invitational on Feb. 16, Calhoun crossed 
the finish line with a new program record time 
of 8:18.01, besting his previous time by nearly 
four seconds. Jeff Messer (8:22.09) had held the 

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE1-2-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

Our Burgers, Wraps & Panninis 
Now Served With French Fries!

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm, Sun. 3-9pm
Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drink & fooD

DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close, Karaoke Every Thurs. 8:30 til close
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Sun Noon - 11pm

Free Pool
Tue., Wed. & Sun.

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 2/15/26 01
01

26

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Portland Leo, Lions Clubs Promote
“Recycle for Sight” Program

The Portland Leo Club, in partnership with 
the Portland Lions Club, invites community 
members to support the Lions Recycle for Sight 
program - a worldwide initiative that helps pro-
vide the gift of vision to individuals in need.

Through this program, donated eyeglasses 
are cataloged at official Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Centers (LERCs) before being distributed free 
of charge on humanitarian missions in low-and 
middle-income countries.

In just three years, the Portland Leo Club has 
collected and donated more than 2,300 pairs of 
eyeglasses. The Leo Club manages local eyeglass 

and hearing aid recycling buckets. All types of 
eyewear for children and adults are welcome, 
including strong or weak prescriptions, reading 
glasses, and non-prescription sunglasses.

Blue collection buckets are conveniently lo-
cated at: Waverly Senior Center, Sarah’s on Main 
Restaurant, Portland Public Library, City Hall, 
St. Mary’s Church and Melilli’s Cafe and Grill.

For more information about the Recycle for 
Sight program or to get involved with the Port-
land Leo Club, please contact Heather Nicol at 
hlnicol51@gmail.com. The Portland Leo Club is 
proudly sponsored by the Portland Lions Club.

Donation last Spring at Journey for Sight Collection Event of 895 pairs of glasses 
from the Portland community. Pictured left to right: District Governor Jim Trip, Leo 
Club Member Reese Nicol, Leo Club Advisor Heather Nicol and Cabinet Secretary 
Teri Schlosser.

Pizza War Winner
Portland High School’s Class of 2026 congrat-

ulates Tommy’s Pizza Palace for winning Pizza 
Wars and being crowned Portland’s Favorite 
Pizza! Thank you to Sliceworks, Sicily, Davinci, 
Melili’s, Fabian’s, Giovanni’s, and Jerry’s for do-
nating pizzas to support the PHS senior class. 
They sold out of pizza in less than an hour 
and raised $2,000, more than double what was 
planned to raise.

Christmas Tree Pickup
The Town of Portland Department of Public 

Works will begin its Annual Christmas Tree 
Pickup on Monday, Jan. 5, and continue through 
Friday, Jan. 9. Residents may place their trees at 
the curb or edge of the road for pickup. Resi-
dents may also bring their trees to the Transfer 
Station on Sand Hill Road (Permit required).

Friends of Portland Library Book Collection Day
As new year resolutions to declutter and or-

ganize are underway, the Friends of Portland 
Library will welcome donations of gently used 
books, puzzles, CDs, DVDs and games on Sat-
urday, Jan. 10, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Donated items stock the Friends’ on-going 
book sales and the Fall Book Sale. Proceeds 
from these sales support the wide variety of 
programming that helps make the Portland 
Library exceptional. Donated items must be in 

sellable condition: no dirty, moldy, or items in 
poor condition please. Also, the Friends can-
not accept textbooks, business books, computer 
books, VHS videos or magazines.

Donations must be dropped off at the li-
brary side-door, and volunteers will be avail-
able to help. Donations are tax-deductible and 
acknowledgement forms will be available. Visit 
their website at ww.friendsofportlandlibraryct.
org for more information.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; For 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Food Bank: We thank you for your dona-
tions, but please do not leave food bank dona-
tions at the senior center unless the food bank 
is open. The food bank is open on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon. Please only 
leave donations for the food bank and only dur-
ing food bank hours.

Please call the Senior Center to inquire if we 
are seeking medical equipment donations at 
this time. Due to limited space we cannot ac-
cept donations at the Senior Center without 
prior approval by the Director. The Food Share 
Mobile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every 
other Monday. The next Mobile Pantry date is 
January 12th.

Weekly Programs: Friday, 1/2: Light Aero-
bics/Free event/9:30-10:30 a.m.; Mah Jongg/
Free event/10 a.m.; NEW FRIDAY CLASS! 
Chair Yoga with Gia/$5 Donation to instruc-
tor/10:45-11:35 a.m.

January Special Events: Monday, Jan. 5 - 
Cooking for One with Marilyn. January’s class 
will be a soup tasting! 11:45 a.m., $10 fee, Regis-
tration Required.

Tuesday, Jan. 6 – Lunch Trip to First & Last 
Tavern in Glastonbury. Leave the Center at 
11:30 a.m., $5 Ride Fee, Pay for your own Meal, 
Registration Required.

Wednesday, Jan. 7 – Lunch & Learn with 
October Kitchen. Encouraging wellness by con-
necting with hungry hearts through nourish-
ing food and sincere service. Learn more about 
what October Kitchen offers. 12:00 p.m., Free 
Event, Registration Required.

Thursday, Jan. 8 - The Heart of Health & 
Community Wellness Series: This FREE event 
will run monthly on the second Thursday each 
month. This series will include the center’s blood 
pressure clinic from 10:45-11:45 a.m. and Chat-
ting with Chatham Health wellness presentation 
at 11:15 a.m. Don’t forget to sign up for their 
Congregate Meal at 12:00 p.m. (must sign up by 
12 p.m. the day before to attend lunch, suggested 
donation of $3 for meal, must fill out form).

Thursday, Jan. 8 - The second Thursday each 
month, join us for Sweet Treats and Conversa-
tion with Community Leaders – come to the 
center for a sweet treat and chat with leaders of 
the Portland Community. This month’s com-
munity leader is Portland Clean Energy Chair 
Andy Bauer who will explain how the Home 
Energy Solutions visit saves money by making 
your home more weathertight. The Usual $75 
co-pay is being waived for those who sign up 

before March 31. 1 p.m., Free Event, Registra-
tion Required.

Friday, Jan. 9 - Family History FUN with Ken 
Doney, 10:30 a.m., Free Event

Monday, Jan. 12 – Lower Valley Care Advo-
cates Donuts and Talk. Join Physical Therapist  
Aaron Morales for an informative and hands-
on presentation on falls, balance, and basic PT 
exercises. 11:30 a.m., Free Event, Registration 
Required.

Tuesday, Jan. 13 - Bingo with Sean from Age-
less Insurance. 1:30 p.m., Free Event, Registra-
tion Recommended.

Tuesday, Jan. 13 – Aging Boldly: TED Talk 
and Coffee Social with Sarah Elliott-Caratasios. 
“We’re not getting older - we’re getting bolder!” 
2 p.m., Free Event, Registration Required.

Thursday, Jan. 15 – Pharmacy Hop & Lunch! 
Trip to Walgreens in Portland and Stop & Shop 
and CVS in Glastonbury, followed by lunch at 
Ken’s Corner. Leave the Center at 10 a.m., $5 
Ride Fee, Pay for your own lunch, Registration 
Required.

Monday, Jan. 19 – Closed for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 20 - Live well, Age well, a FREE 
Diabetes Support Group led by retired physi-
cian Dr. Elsamma Chacko. This group will meet 
the third Tuesday each month at 1 p.m., and fo-
cuses on living well with diabetes and aging in 
place by bringing expert guidance and lived ex-
perience together in a supportive setting. Regis-
tration suggested, Free Event.

Wednesday, Jan. 21 – Trip to New Britain 
Museum of American Art: Norman Rockwell 
Exhibit. Leave Center at 10 a.m., $15 Admis-
sion, $5 Ride Fee, Registration Required.

Thursday, Jan. 22 – Shopping Trip to Noel’s 
Grocery and Stop & Shop in Colchester. Leave 
Center at 10 a.m., $5 Ride Fee, Registration Re-
quired.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited 
to attend. The group meets each month on the 
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall 
and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the rosary 

room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966 
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 

William St. All are invited to participate in 
worship. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday wor-
ship each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for chil-
dren ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first 
and third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-
11:15 a.m. For more information, call Sylvia 
LeShane at 860-342-0658. 

Giving: Pull tabs are collected year-round 
and donated to the Ronald McDonald “House 

that Love Built,” supporting families with se-
riously ill children. Zion recycles computer 
ink cartridges to support office supplies for 
Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs and 
used ink cartridges may be dropped off at the 
church on Sunday morning, or by calling the 
church office.

For more information about any church 
activities, or if you are in need of pastoral as-
sistance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.luther-
an@snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.
org.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
ADVENTURES IN

GROOMING & PET CARE
Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH
NOW AT: 283 Main Street

Portland, CT
dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

RE4-26-24

Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide

You the Best Dentistry

Trinity Episcopal News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., 

invites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
The church schedule can always be located at 
www.trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Service Projects:  This season, the com-
munity is collecting monetary donations to 
assemble gift bags filled with goodies and a 
gift card for older children in DCF care. The 
church is also gathering diapers in support of 

the Episcopal Church in Connecticut’s annual 
diaper drive. 

 The church is open for prayer and meditation, 
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m. each 
Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions are 
held at this time as well; all are welcome. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer 
requests to lift up, email the church office at 
trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

First Congregational 
Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

Also at 10 a.m., elementary aged children will 
meet for Church School in the newly renovated 
classroom, and the middle school class will meet 
in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will 
enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Skyhawks Basketball Clinics (K-2): Satur-
days, Jan. 3-Feb. 7, at Gildersleeve School.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closings: The library will 
be closed on Monday, Jan. 19 for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held.

Children’s Programs: Winter Reading is 
AFOOT!: Friday, Jan. 2 - Saturday, Feb. 28. Visit 
the library on or after Jan. 2 and you’ll find a 
series of challenges. Register with the Library to 
become an official detective and check out the 
bulletin board each time you visit to see what 
mysteries are in need of solving. Complete the 
challenge and update your badge. If you com-
plete at least three of the six challenges, you’ll 
receive a small prize.

Family Craft Night: Yarn Snowmen. Mon-
day, Jan. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Create your own unique 
snowmen using Styrofoam balls, yarn, and a 
variety of decorative accessories. This activity 
has steps that are appropriate for all ages, but 
a parent or guardian must be with children to 
help with supervision. Registration is required 
and opens on Monday, Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. Space 
is limited.

Write Like a Founding Father: Thursdays at 
3:30 p.m. Jan. 15, 22, 29. Grades 3-7. Join the 
library for a three-week program to learn cur-
sive. This program is designed to teach the ba-
sics of cursive writing. The library will provide 
take-home practice sheets each week and end 
the program with a craft to bring home. Regis-
tration is required and opens on Monday, Jan. 
5, at 10 a.m.

Jigsaw Puzzle Competition: Saturday, Jan. 
24 from 10:30 a.m.—12 p.m. The library is look-
ing for teams of 2-4 people to compete in their 
third annual Jigsaw Puzzle competition! Team 

up with friends and family to solve a 500 piece 
puzzle, and reserve your spot in this relaxed 
morning event. Registration is limited to seven 
teams. Coffee, tea and hot cocoa will be avail-
able. Registration opens on Monday, Jan. 5 at 10 
a.m. Space is limited to 7 teams so register early.

Teen Program: Escape from the Oval Of-
fice: Monday, Jan. 25 at 3:30 p.m. The President 
of the United States accidentally left a copy of 
his White House speech on his desk in the Oval 
Office. As a White House intern, it’s your job to 
bring it to him. Except when you get to the Oval 
Office, the door locks behind you. Can you find 
the secret codes you need to unlock the office 
and get out in time to bring the President his 
speech? Registration is required and opens on 
Monday, Jan. 5, at 10 a.m.

Adult Programs: Winter Reading Is Afoot: 
Visit the library on or after Jan. 2 and the library 
will give you some magnifying glasses to fill in 
with the books you read. Once you’ve read 6 
books, you will have completed the challenge 
and will win a small prize. Everyone who com-
pletes the challenge will be entered into a draw-
ing. The winner will select a book (up to a $40 
value) to be added to the library’s collection.

Adult Crash Course Cooking—Pasta from 
Scratch: Wednesday, Jan. 14, 6:00 p.m. Matt 
Yanarella from MyProductionsCT will walk at-
tendees through making their own pasta from 
scratch. Learn how to mix, knead, roll, and cut 
the dough, cook some tasty sauces and enjoy 
some delicious food. Registration is required 
and opens on Monday, Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. Space 
is limited. Snow date is Monday, Jan. 26, 6 p.m.

Art Exhibit – Museum Seen by Dan Castelli: 
A series of Black & White candid photographs 
of people reacting to art in museums that will 
run through Jan. 9.

Solidarity Committee Art & Craft Supply 
Swap: On Saturday, Jan. 17, 1 p.m., bring un-
wanted, gently used craft or art supplies and 
“shop” for FREE new-to-you supplies. You do 
not need to donate in order to “shop”, and you 
may donate without picking anything new up. 
Registration is not required but is strongly en-
couraged. Co-Sponsored by the Committee on 
Solidarity’s Pride Workgroup, and the Portland 
Public Library.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience lev-
els are welcome. No registration required; sim-
ply drop in. Come chat with the crafters who 
created the flock of emotional support chickens 
that were auctioned off this month to benefit the 
Friends of the Library.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
Jan. 6, 1 p.m. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee 
Shetterly will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m. Pine-
apple Street by Jenny Jackson will be discussed. 
Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
1:00 p.m. The Twyford Code by Janice Hallett 
will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1 p.m. Downton 
Abbey: The Grand Finale (2025; rated PG) will 
be shown. Run time is 123 minutes.

Town of Portland
Parking Ban

A parking ban will be in effect for all storms 
this winter season to allow our highway crews to 
properly clear and treat our roads to make travel 
safe. Due to ever-changing forecasts, the ban 
will be in effect for any amount of accumulating 
ice or snow. Please make sure your vehicles are 
moved off the roadway at least two hours before 
a storm has been forecasted and is expected to 
start. Vehicles are to remain off the roadway for 
at least four hours after the storm has ended or 
until crews have completed their final plowing. 
Vehicles not moved may be towed at the owner’s 
expense.

Real Talk…Portland resident Sarah Elliott-Caratasios poses with her books. Her 
most recent book is about caregiving and is titled “When Love Becomes Care: Real 
Talk for the Sandwich Generation.”

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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mark since 1984.

Then, on May 10, Calhoun set the program 
record in the 5000 meters, running a 14:14.96 
to surpass Evan Bieder’s mark of 14:24.69 from 
2015.

Calhoun, of Hebron, was also a record holder 
as a three-season runner at RHAM. He is cur-
rently in the middle of his senior year on the 
trails and tracks at the college in Middletown.    
15. Bellringers Runner Become Blue Devil  

Following a terrific three-season running 
career at East Hampton High School, Evan 
LoPresti is now a freshman on the Blue Devils 
running program at Central Connecticut State 
University.   

LoPresti left his mark in Belltown by winning 
the Shoreline Conference cross-country cham-
pionship with a personal-best mark of  15:19. 

His success bled over into the winter season 
where he placed as the runner-up in the 1,000 
meters at both the SLC championships and 
Class S finals, where he ran a personal-best   
2:31.43. LoPresti then placed fifth at the State 
Open, qualifying him for the New England

Championships in Boston, Mass. He closed 
the winter season by competing in the 800 me-
ters at the New Balance Nationals in New York.

During spring’s outdoor season, LoPresti 
continued to excel in the 800 meters as he won 
the Class S state championship in the event, 
qualifying him for the State Open where he ran 
a personal-best 1:56.11 on June 7.

16. Novak’s Big Year
Along with being a senior captain for a Ba-

con Academy basketball team that won a state 
championship in 2025, Katelyn Novak eclipsed 
1,000 career points in her final home game 
when she scored a career-high 27 points as the 
Bobcats eliminated Wilcox Tech in the state 
quarterfinals.  

She was the Bobcats leading scorer last sea-
son, setting the program record for three-
pointers, and was named  Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) for a second straight season 
as the Bobcats also won a conference champion-
ship in 2025.

Following four season locally, Novak is now 
starting her first collegiate season for the War-
riors of Eastern Connecticut State University.
17. Bellringer Named Cheerleader of Year

East Hampton High School’s Madelyn Dan-
iels was named the Shoreline Conference 
Cheerleader of the Year, heading a Bellring-

ers team that placed second overall at the SLC 
championships on Feb. 8 at Westbrook High 
School. 

Daniels was joined on the All-SLC first team 
by fellow junior Mikah Levenduski. Senior Sa-
mantha Yorker was named All-SLC second-
team, while head coach Alexa Paddock was 
named the SLC Coach of the Year. 

18. Lavoie Crowned State Champ
Eddie Lavoie, of Hebron, won a Class LL 

wrestling championship by pinning Victor 
Velez of Danbury in the 138-lbs. title match at 
Trumbull High School on Feb. 22. 

Lavoie, who attended Norwich Free Acade-
my, fell behind in the championship bout before 
rallying on the scoreboard and eventually pin-
ning Velez with just 36 seconds left in the match 
to secure the state championship and earn a 
spot in the State Open.  

A week earlier, Lavoie was coming off a tri-
umph in the Eastern Connecticut Conference 
(ECC) championship where he defeated top-
seeded Brady Zadora of Killingly for the 138-
lbs. conference clincher. 

Lavoie is now a freshman wrestling at Spring-
field College. 

19. Pingree MVP, Bobcats Baseball
Wins Conference 

Mason Pingree was named the Eastern Con-
necticut Conference Division II Tournament 
Most Valuable Player after leading the way as 
the Bobcats won the Conference champion-
ships, defeating Montville 3-1 at Dodd Stadium 
on May 30. 

Pingree, a senior captain, contributed from 
the plate as Bacon won three consecutive games 
in the conference tourney to bring the ECC 
championship banner back to Colchester. He 
was also the winning pitcher of the ECC semifi-
nals where he struck out seven and allowed only 
three hits and one run over six innings of work 
as the No. 5 Bobcats took down No. 1 seed Ston-
ington 4-3 on May 29. 

Along with the tourney MVP, Pingree was 
named All-ECC first team. Eli Chiaverini (1st 
team) and Ethan Cruetz (honorable mention) 
were also selected all-conference. 
20. Highlander Named Goalie of the Year

Gracie DeRing, a goalie for the girls soccer 
team at Portland High School, was named the 
Shoreline Conference (SLC) Goalie of the Year. 

DeRing, a senior captain, headed a Highland-
ers defensive unit that held six opponents score-
less during the regular season. Joining DeRing 

on the All-SLC team were teammates Chris-
tina Austin (1st team), Lea Rivera (2nd team), 
and Kiley Scott (honorable mention). Assistant 
coach Julie Hughs was also named the SLC As-
sistant Coach of the Year.

21. Sweeney Wins Shot Put 
On June 1, Bacon Academy’s Liam Swee-

ney won the shot put and placed second in the 
discus at the Class M championship at Willow 
Brook Park in New Britain. 

Sweeney blew away the competition in the 
shot put, covering a distance of 52’ 8.5”, well 
ahead of runner-up Trevor Dixon (47’ 10’) to 
take home gold in the event. He also earned sil-
ver with a throw of 153’ 3” in the discus as he 
advanced to the State Open in both events.

He is now in the middle of his senior year 
with the Bobcats track and field programs that 
are competing this winter and spring. 

22. Sobieralski Nets Game-Winner
On Jan. 3, Isabelle Sobieralski drained the 

game-winning shot in the final seconds as the 
RHAM High School girls basketball celebrated 
a dramatic 39-38 victory over Hall. 

Sobieralski finished the game with 11 points 
and played a key role on defensive end in the 
victory.

She is currently in the beginning stages of her 
senior season on the courts at RHAM.  

23. Holloway Does It All
Bennett Holloway, a 2025 graduate of Bacon 

Academy, was a multi-sport star locally and is 
now on the fencing and track and field teams at 
the University of Detroit Mercy.

During his senior year at Bacon, the all-state 
fencer helped the Bobcats Epee team to a near 
perfect season with just one loss and he posted a 
personal record of 41-7 overall. 

On Feb. 22, Holloway took 1st place in the 
Epee at Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 

Katlyn Novak celebrates after Bacon Academy girls basketball won a state champi-
onship at Mohegan Sun Arena in March. Along with being a team captain, Novak also 
topped 1,000 career points and broke the program record for three-pointers in 2025. 

Luke Stennett, a 2024 graduate of Portland High School, has excelled on the links at 
the University of Rhode Island. Stennett was named the Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year 
and made all-conference for the college program in 2025. 

In addition to powering a Raptors volleyball program to a state championship, RHAM 
High School senior Meredith Weir topped 1,000 career kills and broke the program 
record for aces this past year.

fencing championships held at Griswold High 
School and, a week later, he claimed 6th Place in 
the men’s Epee division at the Connecticut High 
School Fencing Association state tournament.

Holloway, who was also a cross-country run-
ner and two-time all-conference javelin thrower 
in Colchester, is now competing with the Titans 
teams in Michigan .

24.  Bacon Hall of Fame Finalized
With a vast history of athletic achievements 

and beyond, the Bacon Academy Hall of Fame 
was established this past year to celebrate those 
who have left a lasting legacy in Colchester. 

Nominations are currently being accepted 
through Monday, Jan. 12, 2026, with the inau-
gural class set to be inducted in the spring of 
next year. Visit ba.colchesterct.org to nominate.

The goal is to recognize contributions to ath-
letics, academics, associated student body activ-
ities (the arts, student government, clubs), and 
community service in Colchester.

25. Freshman Wins Conference 
On March 7, Beckett Krajewski — a fresh-

man from RHAM High School who swims for 
the Manchester co-op — won a conference title, 
taking gold in the 100 Breaststroke at the Cen-
tral Connecticut Conference - North Champi-
onships that took place at Wethersfield High 
School.

The first-year high school swimmer finished 
the event in 1:01.80, beating second place Jack 
Simmons of Wethersfield by over three seconds 
and coming up just shy of setting a new meet 
record (1:01.42). His older brother, Will Kra-
jewski (a sophomore), won a silver at the con-
ference finals, taking home second place in the 
100 Individual Medley with a time of 2:09.12.

The Krajewski brothers are now back for 
their sophomore and junior years with the Red 
Hawks swimming team this winter.  
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Sunny Sedona… After attending the NASCAR championship race in Phoenix, 
Kathy and Randy Mund of Hebron and Peggy and Rob Gasper of Andover brought 
the Rivereast on vacation in Sedona, Ariz.

A Volcanic Anniversary!... Andrea and Herman Kranc of Colchester celebrated their 
30th anniversary by visiting the Arenal Volcano in Costa Rica!

From Colchester to Kenya… Colleen Phillips of Colchester recently visited Kenya 
and Tanzania! Here she is with the Rivereast at the Nairobi Military Stone in Kenya.

‘Penn’ Pals… Willa Eckersley of Cromwell and Jane Muskatallo & Jeanne Bishop, 
both of Portland, recently joined a group from the East Hampton Senior Center and 
traveled to Pennsylvania to see NOAH at the Sight & Sound Theater.
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes, 
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
We welcome all previous

Hebron Quick Lube customers! R
E1

-2
-2
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 1/31/26

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 1/15/2026.

R
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

R
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-2
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 1/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 1/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
Cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov.
senior-center.

Monday, Jan. 5: 9 a.m. Making Memories; 
9 a.m. Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m. Sittercize; 11 
a.m. Learn to Sign; 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Fitness 
Orientation by appointment; 12:30 p.m. Mah 
Jongg; 12:30 p.m. Bridge; 12:30 p.m. Set Back.

Tuesday, Jan. 6: 9 a.m. Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. Unleash Your Joy; 
12:30 p.m. Pinochle; 12:30 p.m. Choices Coun-
seling; 1 p.m. Cornhole; 1:15 p.m. BINGO; 4-8 
p.m. Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, Jan. 7: 9 a.m. Making Memories; 
9 a.m. Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Reflexol-
ogy; 10 a.m. Adult Coloring; 10 a.m. Hand and 
Foot Card Game; 10:30 a.m. Life Review; 10 
a.m. Sit & Be Fit Video; 1 p.m. sew-cial Timed; 
1:30 p.m. Cardio Drumming; 2:30 p.m. Cardio 
Drumming

Thursday, Jan. 8: 9 a.m. Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m. Sittercize; 10 a.m. Wii Bowling; 11 a.m. 
Yoga; 11 a.m. Bacon Academy Athlete Visit; 12 
p.m. Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m. Chair 
Massage; 12:30 p.m. Dominoes; 12:30-1 p.m. 
Knit & Crochet; 1:30 p.m Vision Board; 4-8 p.m 
Wellness nights

Friday, Jan. 9: 9 a.m. Social Service Hours; 9 
a.m. Open Art Studio; 10 a.m. Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m. Choral Group; 10:45 a.m. Blood Pressure 
Clinic; 1 a.m. Yoga; 11:15 a.m. Chatham Health 
Education Program; 1:15 p.m. BINGO.

Inspired By Art - Vincent Van Gogh: Mon-
day, Jan. 12, 10 a.m. Back by popular demand is 
the center’s Inspired by Art Series. Each month 
they will look at an artist and/or a style of art 
and use their work as inspiration to create an art 
piece of their own. The cost is $10 per person, 
Registration is required.

Living Your Best Life Now Presentation: 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 11 a.m. Join the center for 
a discussion on healthy aging with Lori Orler 
from Middlesex Hospital. She will be sharing 
tips to empower healthcare choices and answer 
questions on how to maintain independence, 
doctor’s visits, maintaining health, determining 
goals of care, and learning about health resourc-
es in your community. This is a free program. 

Registration is required.
Movie Time - Mamma Mia Tuesday, Jan. 20, 

10 a.m. A Mother, A Daughter, Three Possible 
Fathers. A trip down the aisle you’ll never for-
get. Join the center for this movie featuring the 
music of ABBA. Popcorn will be provided. This 
is a free program.

Tips for Managing Uncertainty: Thursday, 
Jan. 22, 10:30 a.m. This program will provide 
information and tips to manage uncertainty, 
followed by discussion with questions from 
audience members. Presented by Dr. Wendy 
Hurwitz, a graduate of Yale University School of 
Medicine and a former medical researcher for 
ABC News. Funding for this program provided 
by Brightstar Care of Central CT. This is a free 
program. Registration is Required.

Healthy Food Series - Healthy Brownie 
Bites: Tuesday, Jan. 27, 10:30 a.m. The center 
is excited to offer a new Healthy Food series to 
their list of programs. Each month they will ex-
plore and focus on various topics of healthy eat-
ing and recipes through food demonstrations, 
cooking classes, and presentations by senior 
center members, staff and community partners. 
Member Diane Lavallee will walk participants 
through the process of making their own small 
batch of brownie bites to take home. The cost is 
$5 per person. Space is limited.

New Evening Programs: Journey With Joni: 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 6-7 p.m. This month the cen-
ter will try different snacks from Germany and 
watch a brief travel video. There is no cost, but 
registration is required.

Homemade Soap: Tuesday, Jan, 20, 6-7 p.m. 
Come make a bar (or two) of homemade soap 
which you can keep for yourself or give as a gift! 
The cost is $5 and registration is required.

Tech Time with Harry: Thursday, Jan. 22,4-7 
p.m. Please sign up for a 30-minute one-on-one 
session. Bring your device and Harry will assist 
with any technical help you need. Registration 
is required.

Documentary: AUDREY, 2020, TV-14, 1h 
40m. Thursday, Jan. 22, 6-7:30 p.m. With rare 
footage and intimate interviews, this documen-
tary examines the life, career and humanitarian 
mission of late Hollywood legend Audry Hep-
burn. (Netflix) There is no cost. Registration is 
required. Snacks will be provided.

Visit the center on the town web site at www.
colchesterct.gov or call 860-537-3911 for more 
information.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the Women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, questions, or even if you just 
need prayer. You can also visit AbundantL.com.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located 

at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren 
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is 
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship 
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-
tion is on the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the 
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage 
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held 
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. 
through June.

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner
The ocean state is known for seafood. It also 

happens to be a chicken-dinner country. One of 
the biggest restaurants on earth, Wright’s Farm, 
serves a classic Chicken Dinner family-style, 
all you can eat. Your meal consists of dinner 
rolls, salad with the farm’s classic Italian dress-
ing, pasta with red sauce, Wright’s french fries, 
and of course Wright’s tender and juicy baked 
chicken. Leave room for ice cream for dessert. 
After time in the gift shop, we will keep your 
winning streak going with a visit to Bally’s Twin 
River Casino. It will be held on Thursday, April 

16, 10:15 a.m. and the cost is $115 per person. 
This includes transportation and lunch; it does 
not include a casino bonus at this time. Space 
is limited.

Trips are available to Colchester Senior Cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
Payment for programs is accepted in the form of 
cash or checks only.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night! Happy Hour Bar Only

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

FIVE COURSE MENU NOT AVAILABLE ON NEW YEAR’S EVE,
HOLIDAY MENU WILL BE SERVED ON NEW YEAR’S EVE

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Piano Playing 
Friday & Saturday

Martin H. Zase, DMD, MAGD, AAACD
Radhee Sheth, DMD, NEACD

Colchester Dental Group
860.537.2351

LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

*Dr. Zase is Eastern CT’s only dentist ACCREDITED in Cosmetics by the AACD and has served as their president.

79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester | www.ColchesterDentalGroup.com

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Personalized Financial Options Available.
Pre-pay and Senior Discounts or Low Monthly Payments through CareCredit.

Both dentists are members of
the Academy of General Dentistry and

the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
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Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24
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Colchester BOS Formalize Emergency Response Partnership
By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Selectmen held its 
regular meeting on Dec. 18 and addressed sev-
eral consequential policy matters following an 
executive session, including the formalization 
of a regional emergency response agreement 
and authorization to change the town’s health 
insurance broker. Both items passed unani-
mously after detailed discussion.

Agreement Formalizes
Regional Cooperation

One of the most substantive discussions of 
the evening centered on a proposed mutual 
aid agreement with Eastern Connecticut to 
establish participation in a Joint Emergency 
Response Special Operations Team. Fire Chief 
Steve Hoffmann explained that the agreement 
is connected to Emergency Support Function 
9, a regional emergency structure coordinated 
through the Division of Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Security in Region 4.

“What this basically does is a conglomerate 
of resources to work together for emergency re-
sponses, trench rescue, confined space rescue, 
high angle rescue, active shooter responses,” 
Hoffmann said. He added that the agreement 
allows participating towns to share both opera-
tional and training resources across the region.

Board members raised concerns about po-
tential costs associated with training and staff-
ing, particularly whether specialized responses 
could lead to overtime expenses or require ad-
ditional personnel coverage back in town. Se-
lectman Art Shilosky, a Republican, questioned 
the agreement’s destination as “no cost,” and 
stated, “I get nervous when I see that on a piece 
of paper on agreement.”

Hoffmann responded by describing recent 
mutual aid responses, including a high-angle 
rescue in North Stonington, where volunteer 
staffing was used to maintain coverage locally. 
He emphasized that the responses are not rou-
tine emergencies but specialized incidents re-

quiring advanced skills and coordination.
The Board also clarified that while the pro-

gram has existed regionally, Colchester had not 
previously signed a formal agreement. “This is 
new,” Hoffmann said, explaining that the agree-
ment formalizes practices already in place un-
der new leadership within ESF 9. Following dis-
cussion, a motion to approve the agreement was 
passed unanimously.

Health Insurance Broker Change,
Waiver of Purchasing Policy

The Board next considered signing an agent-
of-record letter appointing USI Insurance Ser-
vices as the town’s new health insurance broker, 
replacing the current broker.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat, 
explained that the town did not use a sealed bid 
process, instead inviting several firms to submit 
proposals and participate in interviews con-
ducted by a joint committee representing the 
town, Board of Finance and Board of Education.

“Our purchasing policy requires for a con-
tract of this size for us to have a sealed bid pro-
cess unless we waive the process,” Dennler said. 
He explained that the waiver was sought to al-
low for interviews, noting that brokers “all pro-
vide their services in different ways.”

Finance Director Marina Pandolfi described 
persistent communication challenges with the 
current broker and stated, “There was just liter-
ally no communication from the broker at all.” 
She cited difficulties during open enrollment 
and a lack of support during changes to the 
town’s stop-loss insurance coverage.

Pandolfi said USI stood out during inter-
views because of its understanding of the town’s 
financial position and its approach to long-term 
planning. “They really dug into the insurance 
fund and had our budget numbers,” she said, 
referencing a claims-projection tool that could 
help forecast costs over multiple years.

Pandolfi continued, describing inefficiencies 

in the town’s enrollment platform and uncer-
tainty over services being paid for. “Nobody can 
give us an answer of what they do for us,” Pan-
dolfi said of the existing system.

USI’s proposal came in approximately $1,000 
higher than the current broker’s fee, a difference 
board members said was justified given the 
scale of health insurance costs and the antici-
pated improvements in service.

After confirming there would be no penalty 
for terminating the existing broker, the Board 
voted unanimously to sign the agent-of-record 
letter and formally waive the sealed bid require-
ment.

Citizen Comments Highlight
Turf Field Debate

Earlier in the meeting, public comment fo-
cused largely on the proposed installation of 
turn fields at Bacon Academy, an ongoing and 
popular discussion. Brian Martin, a teacher, 
spoke in support of the project, citing deterio-
rating athletic facilities and limitations on field 
use due to weather.

“We need a durable, usable field that can 
withstand the conditions the weather in the 
Northeast brings,” Martin said.

Jeff Mattson, a known opponent of the pro-
posed turf fields, raised environmental con-
cerns related to stormwater runoff, referencing 

a Connecticut Department of Energy and En-
vironmental Protection report. He questioned 
why stormwater treatment measures had not 
been implemented and expressed concern 
about runoff entering waterways connected to 
local wells. Dennler said he would follow up 
with the Building Committee.
Executive Session and Additional Reports

The Board entered executive session to inter-
view two candidates for the position of Manager 
of Human Resources. No votes were taken fol-
lowing the interviews.

Liaison reports included updates from the 
Conservation Commission, which held a public 
hearing on a proposed sewer line extension af-
fecting wetlands, and from the Chatham Health 
District, which approved its 2025 audit and ad-
vanced a new fee schedule to public hearing. 
Planning and Zoning officials reported amend-
ments to land-use regulations and a preliminary 
review of a proposed O’Reilly Auto Parts loca-
tion.

In his closing report, Dennler highlighted the 
one-year anniversary of the Colchester Senior 
Center, ongoing environmental remediation at 
Norton Park, progress at the Youth Center reno-
vation and the near-completion of a Freedom of 
Information request involving election ballots.

Recycling Project
Boy Scout 72 is continuing to accept re-

cyclable containers from local residents. 
You can drop bags of recyclable containers 
on the left hand side of the pavilion at the 
St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South Main 
Street Colchester. Or email letendrej@sb-
cglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391, if 
you wish to schedule a pick up.

Your donations will help Scouts go to 
summer camp and enjoy other camping 
activities that they might have to miss due 
to a family’s ability to afford issues.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel, located at 392 S. Main 
St., holds worship in person at 10 a.m. Sun-
days. Follow the church on Facebook for the 
livestream. For more information, call Pastor 
Don Rivers – the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with 
Jesus, Inc.” – at 860-398-9119 or visit christian-
lifechapel.org.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Is back Fridays at 10 a.m. 
It’s an open discussion on the theme: How does 
God fit in this thing called life?

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Veterans Honor Guard Seeks New Members
The Colchester Honor Squad meets the first 

and third Tuesday of every month from 7 to 8 
p.m. at the American Legion Post Headquar-
ters at 95 Norwich Avenue (old Colchester Se-
nior Center). The twenty plus member squad 
is actively looking for new members so that 
they can continue to provide funeral honors 
to all departed veterans.

Most funeral honors are performed be-
tween 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Monday to Saturday. 
If you are a veteran that can give a few hours 
during the week or on weekends, the guard 
would be happy to have you stop by and visit 
during their Tuesday meetings.

Contact Al Letendre at letendrej@sbcglob-
al.net or 860-537-6516 for more information.



Page 14	 NEWS BULLETIN • January 2, 2026

Eric VanOstrandEric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

• 401K Rollovers
• Fixed-Indexed Annuities
• Whole Universal Life
• Long Term Care Coverage
• Retirement Solutions & Strategies
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Closed January 5 - 9, 2026  
For Kitchen Upgrades

Looking forward to serving you soon!

SOMETHIN’S COOKIN’ AT

e a t a t s a d l e r s . c o m

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm R

E1
-2

-2
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Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins
Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, Sterling Flatware and Coins
Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Gold is at an
ALL TIME HIGH...
Cash yours in for the Holidays!

Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season

RE1-2-26

Wishing you
a prosperous 

and joyful
New Year!

860-530-1781
www.ironchris.com
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Working Hard or Hardly Working?… 91-year-old Rita Milardo started going to the 
gym a little over a year ago and encourages others to commit to fitness.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the cen-
ter at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamp-
tonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of 
regular weekly and monthly activities, includ-
ing games, quilting, Bible study, monthly men’s 
and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Quilting Group: Mondays, 9 a.m. Quilters 
bring their own projects and guide each other 
as needed. New members are welcome!

Mexican Train Dominoes: Mondays, 9:30 
a.m. New members welcome.

ASL Social Conversations: Mondays, 11:30 
a.m. Participants in the American Sign Lan-
guage classes can practice their skills in ASL 
during this informal get together.

Bible Study: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. This non-de-
nominational group shares and studies scrip-
ture.

Mahjong: Mondays, 1 p.m. and Fridays, 10 
a.m. in person. New members welcome. Call if 
you are interested in putting your name on a list 
to learn how to play.

Setback: Mondays, 1-3 p.m. and Thursdays 
at 1-3 p.m., in person. Please call in advance to 
register.

Wii Bowling Returns!: Tuesdays,11 a.m. 
Please call the Senior Center and let them know 
you are coming.

BINGO: Tuesdays,1-3 p.m. in person.
Learn to Knit and Crochet: Wednesdays, 10 

a.m. Are you interested in learning how to knit 
or crochet, have a project you need help with or 
just want to brush up on your skills? Drop in 
for a free hands-on session with senior center 
member Wendy Latuch! Please call the Senior 
Center so Wendy knows you will be participat-
ing.

Writing Our Lives to Open Our Hearts: Two 
groups, Thursdays, 10-11 a.m., or every other 
Thursday, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Lead Elizabeth 
Thomas. If you would like to sharpen your pen-
cil and your brain with creative writing, this is 
the opportunity for you.

Textile Group: Fridays, 1 p.m. This group 
brings in their own quilting, knitting or crochet 
projects. New members welcome!

Cribbage Anyone?: Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m. Let 
the center know if you are able to join in ad-
vance. Myactivecenter.com or register at the 
front desk.

Monthly and Special Events: Wonderfully 
Wicked Women’s Group (WWW): First and 
third Mondays, 10 a.m. This is a low-key oppor-
tunity to meet others and share resources with 
the theme of Sisterhood.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Meets ev-
ery second and fourth Monday at 10 a.m. Join 
the center for a social hour of fun facts, sharing 
activities and snacks.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, Jan. 
5, at 9 a.m. Air Line State Park, 69 Smith Street, 
East Hampton. All paces welcome!

Linefit: Monday, Jan. 5, at 2 p.m. A fun, low-
impact line dancing class that gets your body 
moving and your heart pumping to the rhythm 
of great music. Instructor is Mariana Sigleski. 
Fee is $3 per class.

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays starting Jan. 6 from 2-6 p.m. with Ria 
Irons, a certified community health worker, 
who will provide services on help with medica-
tion, communicating with healthcare providers, 
understanding care instructions and connect-
ing with local resources. Health insurance will 
be billed for this service when possible. Call for 
an appointment – 860-267-4426.

Sit Flex and Flow: Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
starting on Jan. 8, A new 6-week series. Ac-
tivities include chair exercises, balance work, 
playful movement, and—when appropriate—
ground exercises. All levels welcome. Equip-
ment is provided. Cost is $20 for the six-week 
session.

Medicare Information: Thursday, Jan. 8, 10 
a.m. with France Stephanos. Ask questions and 
enroll in plans.

Tai Chi with Ming: Fridays, 2 p.m. through 
March 6. Join instructor Ming Zhao for this 
new session. Tai Chi is a Chinese mind-body 
practice that combines gentle form of moving 
meditation that combines slow, flowing move-
ments, deep breathing and focused awareness. 
Cost is $20.

Trips: Lunch for Seniors at Windham Tech: 
Wednesday, Jan. 14 leaving the Senior Center at 
10 a.m. for an 11 a.m. seating. Enjoy a delicious 
lunch prepared by Windham Tech Culinary stu-
dents. Cost is $19 and includes lunch and trans-
portation. 

Friendship Tours Irish Celebration with 
Andy Cooney: March 10, at the Danversport 
Yacht Club, Danvers, Mass. Depart from Stop & 
Shop at 7:30 a.m. Enjoy the sounds of Ireland 
with Andy Cooney, special guest comedian 
George Casey, the Guinness Irish Band and 
Emerald Fire Irish Dance. Choice of Scrod or 
corned beef. Cost is $185.  

Friendship Tours Fairytale Lunch: Held 
at Pickity Place, Mason, N.H., on May 7. Visit 
the 1786 cottage for lunch followed by time to 
stroll the grounds and shop. You can also visit 
the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a 
guided tour. Cost is $167.

Volunteer Opportunities: Volunteers are 
needed to answer phones and grocery shop for 
senior center members. Stop by the center Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to fill out 
the volunteer form. Call 860-267-4426 for more 
information.
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY
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90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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Seniors Bowl and “Let The Good Times Roll”

East Hampton residents Jack and Linda Anderson organize activities for local se-
niors, including a bowling league and darts league. 

By Anne Lilburn
In the past few years in East Hampton, there 

has been a new wave of activities for active se-
niors, and there’s one man at the center of it: 
East Hampton resident Jack Anderson.

When Anderson and his wife Linda moved 
back to Connecticut from Florida during the 
pandemic, they were happy to be closer to their 
daughter and grandchildren but sad to be leav-
ing behind the wealth of active senior activities 
that they left behind.

“There were over 3000 clubs [where we lived 
in Florida]. I was on two softball teams, my wife 
was on a dragon boat team,” he said. “I mean, 
there was so much to do, but then coming back 
here in 2020, it was like, there's nothing here for 
seniors.”

Anderson decided to do something about it. 
He called up the Kick Back n Bowl bowling alley 
to ask if they had a league for seniors, and when 
they said they didn’t, he asked then-owner Jim 
Spadorcia if he could start one. Spadorcia said 
he told Anderson that as long as Anderson han-
dled all the work of promoting it and organizing 
it, he was happy to have his lanes play host.

All that was three years ago, and what start-
ed as a one-afternoon-a-week bowling league 
has since expanded to three 55-plus bowling 
leagues on three different days. Anderson said 
he has also started a golf league that runs in the 
spring and the fall, as well as a mahjong group 
and his newest activity, a dart league.

Anderson currently has over 100 people 
signed up for bowling for this coming round, 
which starts Jan. 5. In addition to the original 1 
p.m. Wednesday group, he also now has a Mon-
day morning group that meets at 10 a.m., and 
a Friday morning group at 10 a.m. He said he 
still has a few spots open for those who might 
want to join a team, but he also emphasized that 
people are always welcome to sign up as substi-
tutes, since they always need fill-ins.

East Hampton resident Tom Swimm said 
he and his wife Rosemary had been part of 
the bowling league since the beginning, and it 
means a lot to them. 

“What started out small has grown into a 
group that not only enjoys the sport, but also 
shares a special camaraderie,” he said, adding 
that they’ve grown closer with the community 
and made new friends as a result.

Swimm is such a fan of the league that he 

even wrote a song, called “Kick Back n Bowl,” 
that the group sometimes plays while they bowl. 

“Kick back and bowl, let the good times roll,” 
go the lyrics. “We’re senior strikers with a heart 
and soul. Our hips might crack and our knees 
might groan, but we knock down pins like we’re 
in the zone!”

Mark Laraia bowls on a team on Wednesdays 
and as a sub on Fridays. He said he started bowl-
ing with the group in 2023 after retiring from 
teaching and seeing Anderson’s ad on Facebook.

“I told him I wasn’t a bowler, and he said it 
didn’t matter,” said Laraia. “It has been a total 
blast!” He added that “the people who play are 
not only fun to be with but some incredible 
bowlers.”

Anderson said his wife now calls him the 
“unofficial social director for seniors,” and he 
has definitely grown into his unofficial role. 
Not long after starting his bowling league, he 
launched a golf league, The Belltown Senior 
Golf League. The teams golf at Portland West 
golf course in Portland, in both the spring and 
the fall. 

Anderson is also currently very excited about 
the dart league he’s started at Kick Back n Bowl. 
It takes place on Monday mornings at 10 a.m., 
the same time as the Monday bowling group. 
Anderson said dart players don’t need to sign 
up in advance but can just drop in and pay the 
$5 fee.

Colchester resident Dan Kowalchik said he 
“signs up for everything” that Anderson offers. 
He said he truly appreciated all that both Jack 
and Linda Anderson do for the senior commu-
nity, adding that before they started up these 
leagues, there wasn’t anything like this around. 
He said he believed Jack, a retired engineer, and 
Linda were both natural organizers.

“You know how there’s always someone in 
a group of friends who when you go on a trip, 
they plan everything? That’s them,” he said, add-
ing that they do a lot of work so that everyone 
else can just relax. “They just make it fun for ev-
erybody.”

Bowling league member Teresa Tacinelli said 
she appreciated the work the Andersons had 
done.  

“Jack has been a tremendous help for seniors 
in East Hampton,” she said. “He has all these 
leagues and people that have lived here are now 
getting out and mingling, because each time 

you bowl, it’s against a different group of five 
people."

Spadorcia sold the Kick Back N Bowl last year 
to one of his former employees, who continues 
to host the senior leagues, but he stays close to 
both the alley and the bowling league. He said 
the energy of the seniors is inspiring for him.

“They’re such great people,” he said, adding 
that watching them bowl and enjoy themselves 
“warms the cockles of my heart.”

He also added that, since he’s over 55, he may 
even join a league one of these days so he can 
join in the fun and become a part of what he 
helped get started.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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When Was The Last Time You Cleaned Your Septic Tank?  

START 2026 WITH
A CLEAN SEPTIC TANK.
No one wants a problem in winter!

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands is open again on the first and 

third Saturdays of each month, from 9-11 a.m., 
at 27 Skinner St. 

Helping Hands offers free clothing, house-
hold items, toys, books etc. to anyone in need.

Donations are only accepted on the Saturdays 
Helping Hands is open, from 9-11 a.m., and on 
the Thursdays of the week it is open, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. 

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

Project Grad
Seeks Members

East Hampton Project Graduation is looking 
for new members!

Do you have a future grad of any age? If so, 
you are invited to attend the monthly meetings 
to share your ideas and opinions.

Meetings occur the first Wednesday of every 
month during the academic year, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the East Hampton High School media center. 

A Night of Doo-Wop
East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-

soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,” 
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45 
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday, 
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium. 

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium 
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet & 
greet for $40, or choose general admission for 
$25. 

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project 
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after 
graduation celebration. 

PTO Meets Monthly
All are invited to attend the monthly 

East Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. 
Meetings are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and 
childcare is provided. The schedule for the 
2025-26 school year is:

1/12, Memorial School; 2/9, Center 
School; 3/16, Memorial School; 4/20, Cen-
ter School; 5/18, Memorial School. 

More members are always needed, 
whether it’s helping with decorations for 
celebrations such as dances or stepping up 
ceremonies, organizing fundraisers, volun-
teering at events, supporting our teachers, 
staff and admin or sharing ideas and mak-
ing change. 

There is no need to sign up; just come 
when you can.

Quilt Show Save the Date

Brass Meets Roses…East Hampton High School Graduate Tori Kelpen poses with 
a trombone and will march in the Band Director’s Band in this year’s Rose Parade.

Free Radon Kit
January is Radon Awareness Month. If you 

would like a free radon kit, the Chatham Health 
District has acquired a limited number of radon 
test kits from the Connecticut State Health De-
partment, while they last. One test kit is avail-
able per residence for those living within the 
district. Once the test is complete, you will need 
to mail the kit in for analysis at no charge to you. 
The results will be sent to you and will not be 
public information. Please ONLY take a test kit 
if you are committed to following the directions 
and mailing it out. If you are interested in a test 
kit, please call 860-365-0884.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Haddam Neck Covenant 
Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

Congregational Church 
News & Notes

East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 59 Main St., will share the annual all-
church Christmas pageant Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
10 a.m., along with Christmas carols to be sung.  
After the pageant there will be a luncheon for all 
to enjoy downstairs in Fellowship Hall.

Office hours are Monday and Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., and the telephone number for 
church is 860-267-4959.  Pastor Robin Blundon 
is usually available at that time for anyone’s 
needs.

Calendar: Sunday, 7 p.m., AA Meeting; Mon-
day, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Cub Scouts; Tuesday, 7-8 
p.m., Scouts. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Clothing Donations: The church is collect-
ing clothing for the area unhoused in conjunc-
tion with FOOD4LIVES. Please check your 
closet for surplus warm clothing in good condi-
tion; adult sizes only. A box will be placed in the 
Parish Hall for donations.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Save the date for the 37th annual Haddam 
Neck Congregational Church Quilt Show, 
coming up April 11, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and April 12, from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck.

Submit a patriotic-themed or red white and 
blue quilt for the show, to celebrate the coun-

try’s 250th year.
Donations of fabric and notions are being 

accepted for the show’s Bits and Pieces sale. 
Tea room, raffles and dozens of handmade 
quilts featured. Suggested donation is $8. 

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, 
or email mapionzio@comcast.net.
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80 East High Street, East Hampton
860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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Some Other Helpful Tips: 
 Inspect your tires at least once a 
month and before long road trips.

 As the outside temperature drops, so does tire 
inflation pressure. Make sure each tire is filled to 

Winter Driving Tips
from Belltown Motors

the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation pressure, which 
is in your owner’s manual and on a label located on the driver’s 
side door frame. Do not inflate your tires to the pressure listed on 
the tire itself. That number is 
the maximum pressure the tire 
can hold, not the recommended 
pressure for the your vehicle.

 It’s best to check the tires when they’re cold, meaning that they have 
not been driven on for at least three hours. 
 Check each tire’s age. Some vehicle manufacturers recommend 
replacing tires every six years regardless of use. Consider purchasing 
snow tires from Belltown this season! Tests show us that winter tires 
provide superior traction, braking, and cornering in all cold-weather 
driving conditions compared to an all-season tire. We’re talking better 
traction whether the road surface is snow-covered, icy, wet, or even dry.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

Kenneth Barber, Esq. John H. Porter, Esq. Joseph Cassidy, Esq.

“The new year stands before 
us, like a chapter in a book, 

waiting to be written.”—
Melody Beattie

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

Parks and Rec
News & Notes

East Hampton Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For 
full program descriptions or more information, 
or to register, call 860-267-7300 or www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Wolf Pack Tickets Now Available: At Peo-
plesBank Arena in Hartford (formerly XL Cen-
ter) on Saturday, Jan. 10, from 6-8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 each and are in the lower level, Section 
109. Register online.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Teen Programs: Magic: the Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, Jan. 3, 1-3 p.m. Come 
play Magic: The Gathering! Whether you al-
ready know how to play the card game, or want 
to learn, come together and play with people of 
all skill levels. Bring your own decks or use one 
of the library’s decks.

Snack Lab: (Grades 6-12): Wednesday, Jan. 7, 
3-5 p.m. Learn how to make microwave treats 
perfect for after school, movie nights, or when 
you just need something fun to eat!

Crochet with Keri: (Grades 5-12): Tuesday, 
Jan. 13, 6 p.m. Gather together in the Teen Space 
each month to create a tiny crochet project. All 
supplies and basic instruction included.

Children’s Programs: LEGO at the Library: 
(Grades K-6): Tuesday, Jan. 6, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Come join the library as they build with LEGO! 
All materials provided.

STEM Storytime: (Ages 3-5 Years): Friday, 
Jan. 9, 10:30 a.m. Join the library for a story fol-
lowed by some messy and fun science experi-
ments. Please wear clothes you don’t mind get-
ting messy.

DIY Days for Grades K-8: Saturday, Jan. 10, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades 
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game, 
or treat together. No registration required, just 
drop in.

STEMtastic: Arctic Adaptations for Grades 
1-5: Monday, Jan. 12, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Test the ad-
aptations of various arctic animals!

Read to a Therapy Dog: (Grades K-3): Tues-
day, Jan. 13, 4:30 p.m. Readers will be assigned a 
15-minute time slot to read to Jovie, a certified 
therapy dog. This is a great opportunity to read 
aloud in a comfortable environment, which can 
help improve comprehension and confidence.

The Library hosts several storytimes for ages 
0-5 years each week! Please see the calendar on 

their website for more details.
Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tuesday, 

Jan. 6, 6:30 p.m. This month’s theme is Citrus 
Celebration. Bring a prepared dish, 12 copies 
of the recipe to share, and come hungry! Food 
should arrive ready to eat; we’ll provide the 
plates and forks. Register or drop in.

Tech Help: Thursday, Jan. 8, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. Drop by the Library during their ded-
icated Tech Help times and let them lend a hand 
in figuring it all out. No registration required, 
just bring your device with you.

Cabin Fever History Series: True Tales of 
New England with Monica Peterson: Saturday, 
Jan. 10, 11 a.m. Travel back in time to meet a 
heroine of the American Revolution, see the 
Ghost Ship of New Haven, and laugh at the an-
tics of a town’s battle against a bunch of bull-
frogs. An America250 program.

LibrarYoga: Tuesday, Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m. Yoga 
200 Certified instructor Amie Meacham leads 
an hour of gentle yoga for adults in the Library 
Community Room. All levels welcome; bring 
your own mat if you have one and wear comfy 
clothes.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Jan. 16, 11 
a.m. Join the library at Belltown Book Brunch 
for a different kind of book club. Talk about 
what everyone is currently reading while enjoy-
ing coffee, tea, and a breakfast treat. Perfect for 
avid readers or anyone seeking recommenda-
tions. Register or drop in.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Makers Market: Stop by the library during 
regular hours for a pop-up makers market fea-
turing locally made soaps, simmer pot kits, fire 
starters and woven runners, placemats and tea 
towels. You may also fill a free bag with used 
books.

Featured Artist for December: Phil Barlow, 
a watercolor artist.

Book Talk: Sunday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m. Hartford 
Courant columnist Dom Amore will give a talk 

on his collaboration with retired UConn men’s 
basketball coach Jim Calhoun, titled More Than 
a Game: How the UConn Basketball Dynasty 
Was Built on a Culture of Caring.  Please call the 
library to reserve a seat. 

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Chair Yoga with Kathleen: This ‘gentle yoga’ 
program is held Fridays at 9 a.m. Cost is $15 per 
class. Register by emailing zenlotus860@yahoo.
com or calling 860-638-9097.

Cabin Fever History Series Celebrating America 250
As the nation continues to commemorate 

the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, the East Hamp-
ton Public Library and the Chatham Histori-
cal Society announce annual Cabin Fever His-
tory Series with” True Tales of New England,” 
a storytelling performance by historian and 
storyteller Monica Peterson on Saturday, Jan. 
10 at 11 a.m. at the East Hampton Public Li-
brary.

The East Hampton Public Library and the 
Chatham Historical Society invite commu-
nity members to explore the people, events, 

and ideas that shaped both their local story 
and the broader American story, fostering re-
flection, conversation, and a deeper sense of 
shared heritage.

The opening program in the series, “True 
Tales of New England,” features true histori-
cal stories of bravery, foolishness, love, and 
a touch of the supernatural. Audiences will 
journey back in time to: meet a courageous 
heroine of the American Revolution, encoun-
ter the legendary Ghost Ship of New Haven 
and laugh at the true story of a town’s “battle” 
against an army of bullfrogs.

 We would like to thank the families that 
supported our Christmas tree farm this season.  
 We hope you enjoyed your visit and hope 
you are having a great Christmas season and 
a Happy New Year!

From all us at
Peaceful Hill Tree Farm
Peter Bergan & Family

RE1-2-26

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

Gone Fishin’... Marlborough residents will do anything for a good catch, and that 
includes setting up shop on a frozen Lake Terramuggus. Photo contributed by Tom 
Dugdale.

Marlborough 
Preservation Society

The Marlborough Preservation Society has 
released the 2026 Calendar marking the Amer-
ica 250 Celebration by commemorating the 
Revolutionary War Soldiers buried in Marlbor-
ough’s historic cemeteries.

The cost is $25 and can be purchased at the 
Richmond Memorial Library. All proceeds go to 
the America 250 Celebration planned for 2026. 
For more information, please visit their website 
at www.marlboroughhistory.org.

Country Line 
Dancing Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing 
Fundraiser Friday, Jan. 9 from 6-9 p.m. at 
the Marlborough American Legion, 128 East 
Hampton Rd.

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will 
DJ and lead country line dancing. Cost is 
$15, which includes a buffet and dancing. 
Open to the public.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, call 860-295-
6209 or email socialservices@marlboroughct.
gov. 

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Note: All events not regularly scheduled will 
require a RSVP.

Events: ClearCaptions Free Phone: Tues-
day, Jan. 6, 11 a.m.-noon. Made possible by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, ClearCaptions 
provides caption telephones and the caption-
ing service nationwide at no cost to those with 
hearing loss. Internet service is required. There 
are also apps for iPhones and iPads, and soon 
for Android phones.  

Coffee with a Cop: Monday, Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-
noon. All are invited to welcome officer Mike 
Rhodes into his new role as director of public 
safety. A light brunch will be served. 

Cookbook Club: Meets the first Monday of 
each month at the senior center from 6-8 p.m. 
Visit Richmond Library to pick your recipe 
from the month’s cookbook and then bring your 
dish. Open to all ages 18+. Must RSVP through 
the Senior Center. Upcoming dates: Jan. 5, Feb. 
2, March 2. 

Intergenerational Music Making: Tuesday, 
Jan. 13, from 1-1:30 p.m., and Wednesday, Jan. 
14, from 2:20-2:50. Relive the joy of music mak-
ing with 5- and 6-year-olds at Marlborough 
Elementary School. No musical experience re-
quired. Must call the senior center to register. 

Learn Mahjongg: In collaboration with East 
Hampton Senior Center. Lessons are on Thurs-
days, Jan.15-Feb. 26 in E Hampton. Fee is $5. 
Transportation provided.

Grief Lecture: The center welcomes back Dr. 
Wendy Hurwitz on 01/23 11: a.m.-12 p.m. for a 
lecture on grief.

Arbor’s of Hop Brook: Arbors is an indepen-
dent retirement, assisted living and respite care 
community. Join the center for a tour and lunch 
on Thursday, Jan. 29. Bus leaves at 10:30 a.m. 
You are welcome to meet the center there, how-
ever please still register.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. 
There will be no transportation Dec. 22, 23 and 
29.

Regularly Scheduled Programs: For full 
descriptions, call the senior center. Billiards: 
Mondays and Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-noon; Bingo: 
Mondays, 1-2 p.m. Each card costs $1 and ad-
ditional cards after are 50 cents; Cards: Monday, 
2-3:30 p.m.; Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3:30 
p.m.; Chair Massage: No appointments in De-
cember.

Blood Pressure Checks and Chatham 
Health Education Presentation: Second Mon-
day of each month. BP checks from 11:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., and presentation from 12:15-12:45 
p.m.

Coffee & Conversations: Meets the third 
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Each session 
includes a discussion on a particular topic of in-
terest, activity and coffee. 

Not Just Quilters: Wednesday and Friday 
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Parkinson’s Exercise: Visit www.beatpdto-
day.com/class-schedule or call 860-918-9594 to 
register and for more information.

Mahjong: Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at 
Fire Station No. 2, 200 West Rd., and the second 
Friday of every month from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at 
Marlborough Bakery, 8 Independence Drive. 

Sweet Picks – Free Bakery Items: Monday 
and Tuesday mornings, local grocery stores 
donate bakery items (breads, desserts, etc.); de-
livery is between 8:30 and 9 a.m., Come take a 
look and take, in moderation, what you need. 
For senior center members only

Tap: Wednesdays, 5-6:30 p.m.
Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 

Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment.

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

C
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin
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10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.

5 STAR 
BBB RATINGR
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All Smiles… This house in Marlborough is unmistakably the happiest house on the 
block. Photo contributed by Saige Sanderson.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled 
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Netto Indoor Soccer: Indoor soccer for fifth- 
and sixth-graders. Games will begin Jan. 7, and 
will be played from the end of school until 4:30 
p.m. at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee 
for this program is $75 and participants will re-
ceive a T-shirt.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: For ages 2-3 with 
caregiver. Tuesdays, Jan. 6 and March 24, from 
5-5:30 p.m., or Saturdays, Jan. 10-March 28, 
9:30-10 a.m. Children will be introduced to ba-
sic dance moves, work on their motor skills, and 
develop a sense of music. Class is held at Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is $150.

Sparkling Spinners: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, 
4:30-5 p.m., Jan. 8-March 26. Classes held at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is 
$150.

Kids Klub: For ages 4-7. Saturdays, 11:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m., Jan. 10-March 28. If your 
child has an interest in a variety of dance styles, 
movement, and the arts, this is the ideal class 
for them. Class is held at Dance Dynamics in 
Hebron. Registration fee is $150.

Kids & Family Sewing (Microwaveable 
Lovey): For ages 7 and up. Thursday, Jan. 29, 
5:30-7 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Par-
ticipants will create a stuffed animal with flax 
seed and lavender that you can warm up for 
aches and pains. Registration fee is $55/resident 
and $60/non-resident.

Crayola Imagine Art Academy – World of 
Design: Think It, Draw It, Make It!: For grades 
K-6. Tuesdays, Feb. 3-March 17, 3:15-4:15 p.m., 
at MES. Experiment with Crayola products and 
many art techniques like sculpting, storyboard-
ing, collage, and mixed media. Discover design, 
careers like graphic design, universal design, 
urban design, and produce design. Fee is $142/
resident, $147/non-resident.

Lego – Winter Wonderland Engineering: 
For grades K-4. Wednesdays, Feb. 4-March 11, 
3:15-4:45 p.m., at MES. Explore your snowiest 
ideas and learn STEM concept, with the guid-
ance of an experienced Play-Well instructor. Fee 
is $139/resident/$144/non-resident.

Mad Science – Ready STEM Go!: For grades 
K-6. Thursdays, Feb. 5-March 12, 3:15- 4:15 
p.m., at MES. Kids make mixtures and explore 

the science of motion and energy. Fee is $142/
resident, $147/non-resident.

Kids & Family Sewing (Pet Snuffle): Ages 7 
and up, Thursday, Feb. 12, 5:30-7 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Participants will create 
a pet snuffle stuffed animal. Fee is $45/resident, 
$50/non-resident. 

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Feb. 
14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. This class is designed to help students learn 
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident.

Kids & Family Sewing (Reusable Bunny Bag 
Shaped Gift Bag): For ages 7 and up. Thursday, 
March 5, 5:30-7 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Tuesday, 
March 17, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident. 	

Adult Programs: Adult Ballet: For ages 18 
and up. Tuesdays, Jan. 6-March 24, 6:30-7:15 
p.m., at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is 
$200.

Adult Tap: For ages 18 and up. Thursdays, 
Jan. 8-March 26, 8-8:45 p.m., at Dance Dynam-
ics in Hebron. Fee is $200.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., begin-
ning in January, at Marlborough Senior Center. 
Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Sessions run 
until the end of April.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: The shop 
is closed until Friday, Feb. 6. Visit the shop 
through Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift 
Shop, Marlborough CT. The shop sells year-
round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirm-
ing faith community and all are welcome. The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org. 

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is 

located at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the 
Rev. George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is dea-
con John McKaig is senior deacon retired. 
Heather Mancini is church secretary and can 
be reached at 860-295-0001; hours are Mon-
day-Wednesday and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. People are asked to call before heading 
over or connect via email at stjohnfisher30@
yahoo.com. The church website is www.stjf-
church.org.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Week-
end Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 
10:30 a.m. Sunday. Weekday Masses: Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mon-
days at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., or by ap-
pointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Classes are 
underway for this season. Cindy Bryan, Ei-
leen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the 
programs for grades K-10, to include a high 
school youth group. For more information, 

access the church website. 
Ministry, Social and Parish Community 

Events: An adult choir practices weekly; 
men’s and women’s prayer groups, Knights 
of Columbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer 
Shawl ministry meet monthly; and an active 
book club meets quarterly. Social activities 
are planned throughout the year to provide 
additional parish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food 
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough 
Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping lists 
are available at the Masses. Sandwich-making 
and collection continues the last Thursday of 
the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal of-
ferings, adult faith formation, youth group, 
OCIA, Knights of Columbus or other minis-
tries, call the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, 
or look for the church on Facebook (Saint 
John Fisher Roman Catholic Church). 

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Cash
Check

and now 

860-267-0431
accepting Credit Cards
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Braces Made Me Smile!

J. Moulthrope

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the salt off your car!

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD IS SPONSORED BY:
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4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

Due to new vendor, we will have new crossword puzzles in 2026. Answers 
for last week’s puzzle are unavailable. Sorry for any inconvenience.

Answers to this weeks puzzle, page 22

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Minds in Motion – Future Architects: Un-
leash your inner architect as you work on and 
take home your very own Architectural Design 
kit! After school program at Hebron Elementa-
ry. Tuesdays, Jan. 20 – March 3. Dismissal until 
4:20 p.m.

Training for Greatness Volleyball: Hebron 
Parks and Recreation will be offering a winter 
training program under the direction of RHAM 
High School coach Tim Guernsey. This high 

school program will run Wednesday evenings 
from 5-7 p.m. at RHAM Middle School. The 
program will start Wednesday, Feb. 4, and run 
through Wednesday, April 8.

Hatha Yoga: Start the new year with a Gentle 
Hatha Yoga Series with Shea including one Yoga 
and Sound Healing session with LB Healing. 
Tuesdays, 1/6-2/10. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Gilead Hill 
School, Activity Room.

Karate: Join for instruction in traditional 
Martial Arts. While Karate is mainly for self-
defense, one that trains in Karate will build 
confidence, self-respect, and discipline. 6-week 
ongoing sessions. Ages 6+. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m. Gilead Hill School. Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., following 
service and fellowship time. All are welcome. A 
new Men’s Bible Study will begin in January, 
focused on “Seven Rules All Good Christians 
Should Break.”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more in-
formation about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call the church at 860-228-1152.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information 
and full program descriptions, and to register, 
call the senior center at 860-228-1700. Pre-reg-
istration is required for all programs unless 
noted. For an online senior newsletter, visit he-
bronct.com/town-departments/senior-center.

RHAM Bingo: Monday, Jan. 12, 2:30-4:00 
p.m.. FREE BINGO. The RHAM National Hon-
or Society Students come and call the games,
provide refreshments, and prizes. You can play
up to 4 cards for free and they play a total of 8
games. Come support the students, meet some
new friends, and have some fun. Upcoming
dates are Feb. 9 and March 2.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre- registration 
is required by noon the day before the trip. 
Please call 860-228-1700. Friday, Jan. 2 Stop & 
Shop (pick-ups start at 11 a.m.), Friday, Jan. 9, 
Walmart (11 a.m. pick-up), Jan. 16, Big Y (11 
a.m. pick-up), Jan. 23, Stop & Shop (11 a.m.
pick-up), Jan. 30, Walmart (11 a.m. pick-up),
Feb. 6, Big Y (11 a.m. pick-up).

Yoga - The month of January the class will 
be Tuesday and Thursdays. 9-10 a.m., Jan. 6 - 
Jan. 29, 8 sessions, $24. Drop-in fee is $5 per 
class. Instructor, Laurie Pasteryak, has extensive 
teaching experience in yoga. Her classes will be 
suitable for both the experienced and beginner 
yogis who can do their practice on either the 
floor or in a chair. To register, call 860-228-1700.

Exercise Class: Starting Jan. 14 - FABBS/
Flexibility, Agility, Better Balance and Strength. 
Join this exercise class that uses chairs, weights 
and exercise bands. It also incorporates inte-
grated movements from body building, Yoga, 
Taijiquan, Ballet Stretch and Strength Training. 
Instructor: Hilary Celentano, who also teaches 
the Tai Chi class. New classes will be Wednes-
days and Fridays 10:45-11:45 a.m. beginning 
Jan. 14 - Jan. 30, 6 classes for $18.

AARP Income Tax Preparation - Certified 
AARP Tax Preparation volunteers will be at the 
Hebron Senior Center to prepare basic Federal 
and State tax returns on Tuesdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. (first appointment at 9 a.m., last appoint-
ment at noon) on the following dates; Febru-

ary 3, February 10, February 17, February 24, 
March 3, March 11, March 17, March 24, and 
March 31. Sign-ups will begin starting TUES-
DAY, January 6th, 2026, call 860-228-1700.

Sound Healing - Wednesday, Jan. 28 1 p.m. 
FREE Presentation by Jeremy from The Resi-
dence at Glastonbury. Join the Senior Center for 
a Sound Healing Experience designed to calm 
the mind, relax the body, and restore inner bal-
ance. Come unwind, recharge, and let the heal-
ing sounds wash over you. Pre-registration is 
required, please call 860-228-1700 to sign-up.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost; 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center. Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom, 
9-10 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays:
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group,
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta
(cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15
p.m. Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom,
9-10 a.m.; FABBS 10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m. (start
Jan. 14) Thursdays: Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine
Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15
a.m.; Chatham Health blood pressure screening, 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of
the month; Chatham Health Education Series,
12:15 p.m. on the third Thursday of the month;
Massage, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Mahjong, 12:45-3:15
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.; Fridays: Enhance Fitness
via Zoom, 9-10 a.m, FABBS 10:45 a.m.-11:45 
a.m. (starts Jan. 14).

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Women’s Club “Craft-a-month”: Will be held 
in the parish hall on Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. All women 
are invited to attend and help us create crafts for 
sale at our community events.

S’mores and More Parish wide evening social: 
Join the church on Friday, Jan. 16, and enjoy 
s’mores by their fire pit. The church will also 
have games, music and snacks in Phelps Hall. 
Adults and children are welcome! See the Con-
nect team for more information or contact the 

parish office.
Day of Tears performance: Jan. 18 at 3 p.m. 

in St. Peter’s sanctuary. Based on the novel “Day 
of Tears,” the event will also feature a discussion 
and hors d’oeuvres following the performance. 
Tickets are $20 and can be purchased at code-
diversity.org.

Outreach: Food collections support our lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. Each month, 
the church donates to one of our local food pan-
tries. Winter coats and other warm clothing are 
being collected to support Windham Area In-
terfaith Ministries (WAIM). Clothing donations 
should be bagged and placed in the back of the 
church or placed in the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local non-profits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: Mondays at 
2 p.m.; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly 
Meetings: Building and Grounds, Community 
Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care 
and Vestry.

Celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
A special program and discussion will be 

held in Hebron to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day on Sunday, Jan. 18, from 3-6 p.m. 
The event is sponsored by Sanctuary Perform-
ing Arts and the Coalition on Diversity & 
Equity (CoDE) and will be held at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church.

The program highlights a tragic 48 hours 
in US history – when the largest number of 
enslaved men, women and children were sold. 
It is based on the novel, Day of Tears by Julius 
Lester, who granted his permission for this 

adaptation.
A reception will follow the program in St. 

Peter’s parish hall. It will feature hors d’oeuvres 
and a discussion with the Day of Tears direc-
tor and cast.

Registration is requested since a larger 
than normal attendance is expected. To re-
serve your seat, use this link: https://www.
zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/day-of-tears-mlk-
event. Ticket costs are $20 for adults and $5 
for youth.

Hebron Creative
Collective To Show Art

The Hebron Creative Collective will host an
opening reception in the Douglas Library com-
munity room on Jan. 3, from 12 - 3 p.m. for 
one of their artists, Elizabeth Dougherty, whose 
work will be on display for the month of Janu-
ary. All are welcome to come view her work.

The HCC works to support local artists and 
promote the visual arts in Hebron. They meet 
monthly on the first Monday of the month from 
6 p.m. at the Russel Mercier Senior center. Do 
come and check the collective out on January 5.
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Hebron Town Council Rejects Cell Tower Lease Renewal
By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Town Council’s Dec. 18 regular 
meeting was dominated by an extended and 
detailed discussion over a proposed renewal of 
the SBA cell tower lease at 66 Wall Street, which 
councilors ultimately rejected unanimously af-
ter raising concerns about long-term financial 
impacts and lost negotiating opportunities. The 
meeting also included action to advance the 
acquisition of open space land on Hope Valley 
Road and updates on major town budget and 
infrastructure issues.

Cell Tower Lease Rejected
The most consequential and heavily debated 

agenda item was a proposed resolution to ap-
prove a term extension of the SBA cell tower 
lease at 66 Wall Street. The extension would 
have added six additional successive five-year 
terms, potentially binding the town to the lease 
for another 30 years.

Councilor Keith Petit, a Republican, led the 
opposition to the proposal and stated plainly, 
“I’m going to say no on this one.” He explained 
that the council had not been provided with a 
copy of the original lease and was relying on 
a summary provided by the lessee rather than 
town-generated language.

“These terms are not favorable to the town at 
all,” Petit said, adding that the lease’s automatic 
extension provisions were particularly concern-
ing. He described language allowing extensions 
unless the town provided advance notice as 

“atrocious,” saying it could allow the agreement 
to continue for decades without future councils 
fully understanding its implications.

Petit also pointed to comparisons with other 
municipalities and noted that Marlborough is-
sued a request for proposals (RFP) in 2024 and 
secured significantly higher long-term revenue. 
He said the proposed Hebron extension would 
yield approximately $1.5 million over 30 years, 
while an alternative model using annual escala-
tions could increase that to $1.7 million. Marl-
borough’s agreement, he said, resulted in rough-
ly $2 million over the same period.

“These were numbers that I believe Petit 
crunched himself for tonight,” said Chair Tif-
fany Thiele, a Democrat.

Councilors agreed that, while the town may 
now be locked into the current lease until 2030 
due to missed notification deadlines, approv-
ing the extension would further limit future 
options. Several emphasized the council’s fidu-
ciary responsibility to taxpayers.

“I consider myself a fiduciary of the town, and 
my obligation is to the taxpayers to get them the 
most revenue that I can,” Petit said.

Rather than approving the extension, coun-
cilors agreed the appropriate course of action 
was to reject the resolution and direct the town 
manager to explore alternative options, includ-
ing issuing an RFP at the next available oppor-
tunity. The resolution failed unanimously.

Special Town Meeting Scheduled
for Simiola Property Acquisition

Following the cell tower discussion, the 
council unanimously approved a resolution to 
schedule a Special Town Meeting to consider 
the acquisition of 13.25 acres of land known as 
Lot 29-6 on Hope Valley Road, also referred to 
as the Simiola property.

The resolution authorized a supplemental ap-
propriation of $210,000 from the town’s unas-
signed fund balance and referred the purchase 
to a Special Town Meeting scheduled for Jan. 29 
at the Douglas Library community room.

In reading the preamble, councilors noted 
that the acquisition had been recommended 
by the Open Space Land Acquisition Commit-
tee and reviewed by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. The Board of Finance had also 
approved the supplemental appropriation in 
November.

“This is pretty standard,” said Thiele. The res-
olution passed unanimously.

Town Manager’s Report
Highlights Budget Pressures

In his report, Town Manager Andrew Tierney 
outlined several ongoing financial and opera-

tional matters, including work with the Build-
ing Committee to assemble costs related to the 
Department of Public Works facility project, 
such as bonding and insurance.

Tierney said an RFP for curbside trash pickup 
is expected to go out in January and that depart-
ment capital improvement plan (CIP) requests 
are currently under review as part of budget de-
velopment.

He also reported that Region 8 health insur-
ance costs are projected to increase by 15.3%, 
noting that final figures were delayed due to 
technical issues during a recent insurance meet-
ing. A proposed Chatham Health District bud-
get will move to public hearing next month, 
with anticipated increases tied to reduced grant 
funding.

Tierney additionally informed the council 
that the fire department is in need of a replace-
ment stretcher for one of its ambulances at an 
estimated cost of approximately $80,000. Coun-
cilors discussed concerns about the process, 
emphasizing that emergency expenditures must 
first come before the Town Council before be-
ing presented to the Board of Finance.

Church of The Holy Family News
The Church of The Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), celebrates 
weekend Masses Saturday at 5 p.m. and Sun-
day at 9:30 a.m.; and weekday Masses Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. and Thursday at 6:30 a.m. Visit www.
goodshepherdct.org for more information. The 
church office can be reached at 860-228-3727. 
The Church of The Holy Family is yoked with St. 
Columba Church (STC) in Columbia, and to-
gether they are members of the Catholic Com-
munity of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. 
Michael Phillippino serving as pastor.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Phillippino is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: New 
members (voices and musical instruments) are 
welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole Bernier, 
Music Ministry, at music@goodshepherdct.org 
or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) 
in Willimantic. The next collection date is Jan. 
11. However, cereal is most welcome any time. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf 
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 

closest to the Parish House or the freezer in the 
St. Columba church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is Jan. 27. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the 
month from September through June (except 
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening of 
games, food and discussion. See the parish web-
site for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The church ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the church office (860-228-
3727 ext. 106 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The Social Outreach Committee is 
collecting the following items for the shelter: TP 
(greatest need); shampoo, conditioner & body 
wash; toothpaste (toothbrushes not needed); 
household cleaning products; sizes large & XL 
latex free exam gloves for cleaning; paper tow-
els, 13- and 35-gallon trash bags (55-gallon no 
longer used); men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer 
briefs (great need; M,L,XL,2XL); women’s briefs 
(sizes 6-10); hand and body warmers; men’s & 
women’s wool socks, warm hats and gloves; new 
or gently-used and clean winter clothing  (no 
stains, tears or pet hair) and coats (no faulty 
zippers please); women’s personal hygiene 
products; and laundry pods or liquid detergent 
and dryer sheets. Place bagged donations in the 
oak collection box next to the Cry Room. Call 
Monica McKerracher (860-228-4211) for more 
information.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. The 
study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by Elder 
George Logan. The theme is “Standing Firm in 
Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile World.” All 
adults welcome to join in this study, where to-
gether they’ll learn what it means to “stand firm 
in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 

The study will be taking a break for January. It 
will resume on Feb. 5.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This 12-week 
class, Jan. 24 - Apr. 11, is designed to improve 
faith, fitness and fellowship within the com-
munity through a walking and/or running pro-
gram custom made for your fitness level. Finish 
off the program by completing a 5k. Download 
the app, or contact the church office for more 
details. Training sessions meeting at the church 
on Saturdays 8–9 a.m.

Gilead Church’s Military Whist Tournament
Gilead Church’s Fellowship Committee in-

vites you to a Military Whist tournament on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, at 4 p.m., in celebration of the 
country’s 250th anniversary of freedom. This 
fun, social card game event is open to everyone 
- church members, friends, neighbors, families, 
couples, and individuals of all ages!

No prior experience is needed as the Whist is 
easy to learn. “Countries” consisting of a team 
of four compete in rounds to win tricks and cap-

ture flags, and it should shape up to be a lively, 
interactive, and engaging tournament.

Please reserve your spot by emailing gcc@
gileadchurch.net with your name, contact num-
ber, and the names and total in your group us-
ing “WHIST” as the email subject line. You can 
also sign up in-person at church during Sunday 
services. Feel free to email them with any ques-
tions you may have.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/ 
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events: Friday, 1/2 
– Faith and Film Potluck at 6 p.m. (Fellow-
ship Hall); Saturday, 1/3 – Yoga at 9:30 p.m. 
(Fellowship Hall); Sunday, 1/4 – Epiphany 
Sunday Worship Service with Communion at 
10 a.m. (In-person in our Sanctuary; Online; 
Livestreamed); Sunday, 1/4 – Coffee Hour at 
11 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Monday, 1/5 – Bible 
Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online via Zoom); Tues-
day, 1/6 – AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship 
Hall); Wednesday, 1/7 – Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall); Wednesday 1/7 – Book Group at 
10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday 1/7 – 
Choir Practice at 7 p.m. (Sanctuary); Thursday, 

1/8 – Trustees Meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish House)
Upcoming Events and General Announce-

ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/Gil-
eadChurchUCC

Winter Hours: Worship at 10 a.m.; Coffee 
Hour at 11 a.m.

Military Whist Tournament: The popular 
“Setback”-style card game returns Saturday, Jan. 
31! Save the date, see their press release for more 
information, and get in touch with the church 
office to sign up! Bring your friends and family 
to join the fun!

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Join the church 
this Winter to create one-of-a-kind seasonal 
cards for $15 with a portion of proceeds benefit-
ting the CT Food Bank! The next class is Sun-
day, Jan. 25, at 11:30 a.m.!

Faith & Film Potluck: Join the church in 
their Social Hall on the first Friday night of ev-
ery month to watch meaningful movies & share 
tasty food and good company throughout the 
winter! No RSVP necessary. Their next movie 
night is THIS FRIDAY, Jan. 2, at 6 p.m.!

Filled to The Brim...Linda Zaccaro, Hebron Senior Center receptionist, smiles 
alongside 18 different “stockings” of pet food that were collected. All were donated 
to the HIHS Food Bank.



Page 22	 NEWS BULLETIN • January 2, 2026

Obituaries

RE5-9-25

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

East Hampton
Janet (Hansen) Antilla

It is with heavy hearts 
that we, the family of Ja-
net (Hansen) Antilla, age 
64 of Old Saybrook, an-
nounce her passing on 
November 21. 

Janet grew up in East 
Hampton. The beloved 
daughter of the late James 
and Carol Hansen. She 
was a 1979 graduate of 
East Hampton High School. 

She is survived by her husband Christopher 
Antilla of Old Saybrook. Janet also leaves her 
four children, Haley Holbrook (Naples, FL), 
Hannah Sanches (Naples, FL), Cooper Hol-
brook (Danbury) and Parker Antilla (Old Say-
brook). Also, her two grandchildren, Maya and 
Sebastian (Naples, FL). In addition, she is sur-
vived by her four siblings, Linda Shautt (Coven-
try), Cathy Saltus (East Hampton), James (Jay) 
Hansen (East Hampton), and Denise Hansen 
(East Hampton). 

At the time of her passing she was the pro-
prietor of Driftwood, a home décor/gift store 
on Main Street in Old Saybrook. Previously she 
and Chris owned the Rathskeller Restaurant 
for many years in Southbury. Often you could 
find Janet at the beach relaxing or reading her 
latest book. Janet was a kind and gentle soul 
who touched so many lives, often putting other 
people’s need before her own. She will sorely be 
missed. 

Burial was held on Friday, December 5th in 
Cypress Cemetery in Old Saybrook.

Colchester
Kay C. Anttila

Kay C. Anttila, 88, of 
Colchester passed away 
peacefully on Christmas 
Eve, surrounded by her 
family members. Kay was 
born on Dec. 18, 1937 
to the late William and 
Frances (Corson) Bettis 
in Malden, Mass.

Kay attended Orange 
High School in Orange 
Mass. She spent over 30 
years working in the Insurance industry for 
Travelers and Connecticut Mutual.

Kay is survived by her husband, William Ant-
tila; her three children, Laureen Scovish, Sherry 
Smith, and William Steadmen; two sisters, Su-
san Nault of Barre, MA and Nadine Trogden of 
Florida. She was predeceased by sweet daughter, 
Kimberly Ballek and her younger brother Nor-
man Bettis of Hawaii. She also leaves behind 
nine grandchildren, 18 great grandchildren and 
two great great grandchildren.

East Hampton
Natale D. Malatesta

Natale D. Malatesta, 
fondly known as Nino, 79, 
of East Hampton, passed 
away peacefully at his 
home on Sunday, Dec. 21, 
with his family by his side. 
He was born on Sept. 3, 
1946, in Pratola Peligna, 
Italy. He was the son of 
the late Ferdinando and 
Armida Malatesta.

Nino was a hardworking and successful busi-
ness owner of Log Homes Inc., and in 1976 he 
started Post and Beam Homes Inc. Throughout 
his career he built beautiful homes, barns, ad-
ditions, etc. In 1990 he was granted a United 
States Patent, an invention of connecting two 
shorter beams to create a longer beam called a 
scarf joint.

He enjoyed hobbies like golf, karate, tinkering 
in his wood shop, playing in a band in his youth, 
playing his guitar and spending time with his 
grandkids. Family and friends were very impor-
tant to him.

He is survived by his wife, Karen Malatesta of 
52 years and his three children and their spous-
es, Amy and Sean Peterson, Kelly and Jonathan 
Stangel and Nino and Sarah Malatesta, and the 
loves of his life, his six grandkids: Kellen, Alivia, 
Daniel, Sophia, Lillian and Julian. They brought 
him the greatest joy. He is from a family of four 
siblings. Mario Malatesta (Patty), Angela Fanelli 
(Steve), Lucy Malatesta (Lou), Mary McVay 
(Paul) and many other dear friends and family.

A special thank you to the wonderful caregiv-
ers who were there for him. Caroline, Henrietta, 
Jen and Rosanna, we thank you so much for 
your support.

Portland
Kathleen Elaine May

Kathleen Elaine May, 
81, of Portland, died in 
the early morning hours 
of Friday Dec. 5, 2025, 
from lung cancer.

She was born on Sun-
day, March 26, 1944, to 
Sidney May and Juanita 
(Chickering) May, in 
Ware, Mass. She gradu-
ated from Tantasqua Re-
gional High School in 
1962 and from the State College of Framingham 
(now Framingham State University).

Kathleen’s work life consisted of various roles, 
including as a phlebotomist, teacher, and recre-
ational director at a nursing home. As a phle-
botomist, Kathleen worked at Saint Francis 
Hospital, in Connecticut, and then in a private 
laboratory. She then became a phlebotomy in-
structor at a community college.

Afterward, she returned to school at Middle-
sex Community College and graduated with 
highest honors in 1997 with a certificate in 
Therapeutic Recreation. She began working at 
a convalescent home where her tasks included 
coordinating casino trips for the elderly resi-
dents and creating variations of Bingo designed 
to evoke the elderly player’s memories.

Kathleen was also passionate about groom-
ing, breeding, and showing of West Highland 
Terriers (Westies). She was a dog groomer in a 
veterinary office and eventually started her own 
business as a traveling dog groomer. She owned 
and loved several Westies as pets in her lifetime, 
including Billy, Wendy, Joy, Arthur, Jake, Bri-
anna, and others. Her final wishes were to be 
cremated and have her ashes mixed with those 
of all her Westies who predeceased her.

She had a witty sense of humor and appre-
ciated sending and receiving funny or naughty 
birthday cards. She also had a big heart as she 
would always invite a lonely friend to celebrate 
the holidays with her at her cousin Skippie’s 
house along with Skippie’s family.

While Kathleen did not have children of her 
own, she created countless memories with her 
cousin Skippie’s children and grandchildren, 
especially on Christmas Eve and Day. Among 
those memories were her annual reading aloud 
of The Night Before Christmas, heading a Yan-
kee Swap game, singing of Christmas carols, 
and bringing them on trips to the movies dur-
ing Christmas break.

Kathleen remained close to her cousins on 
both sides of her family. On her mom’s side, she 
is survived by Gary Bennett, Marilyn (Skippie) 
Herrick, Ammie Palmer, Betty-Jane Chicker-
ing, Jeannie Heller, and Michael Mulvey and on 
her dad’s side she is survived by several cousins, 
including Jim May. She was predeceased by her 
parents, her brother Douglas May, several aunts 
and uncles, Skippie’s husband Richard Herrick, 
her friend Bev, and two cousins, James (Bud) 
Jackson and Diane (Dinny) Stirling, whom she 
was very close to and who died at the age of 28.

There will be no calling hours or services per 
Kathleen’s request.

Portland
Thomas A. Tetzlaff

Thomas A. Tetzlaff of Forestdale, Mass., for-
merly of Portland, passed away on Dec. 23 sur-
rounded by his family. He was the son of the late 
Whitey and Ellen Tetzlaff of Portland.

Tom was born on May 4, 1949. He graduated 
from Portland High School and Central Con-
necticut State University. He taught in the pub-
lic school system before working in the nuclear 
power industry and retiring from Pilgrim Nu-
clear Power Station.

Tom loved traveling, riding his motorcycle, 
woodworking in his home shop and spending 
time with family and friends.

Tom was predeceased by his daughter Nicole 
Cahn and his sisters Nancy (Hudson) Hilton 
and Carol Tetzlaff.

Tom is survived by his wife, the love of his 
life, Gail Tetzlaff, his son Devin (Katie) Tetzlaff, 
his daughters Mande Tetzlaff and Cayla (Brian) 
Paulding, his son in law Sam Cahn, his grand-
children Jordan Cahn, Teddy Cahn and Hunter 
Tetzlaff. Also, his sisters Alice (Paul) Guil-
mette, Sue (Ross) Johnson and Sherry Tetzlaff, 
his brother-in-law and sister-in-law Bruce and 
Marsha Alia and many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. He will be greatly missed by us all.

A celebration of life will be held in the spring.

He will be remembered for the words he lived 
by. “If it is to be, it is up to me!”

A celebration of life will be held at Terrazza’s 
Restaurant at Quarry Ridge Golf Course. 9 Rose 
Hill Road, Portland, CT 06480 on Saturday, Jan. 
17 at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to “Middlesex Health Hospice Program” c/o 
Middlesex Health, Office of Philanthropy, 28 
Crescent Street, Middletown, CT 06457. Give 
online atMiddlesexHealth.org/hospicedonation 
Give by phone at 860-358-6200. To leave online 
condolences please visit www.spencerfuneral-
homeinc.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
LOCAL 30 HEBRON

DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Notice is hereby given that the Contract between the Town 
of Hebron & the International Union of Operating Engineers, 
Local 30 Hebron Town Department of Public Works covering 
the period July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2028, is on file for public 
inspection in the office of the Town Clerk, 15 Gilead St, 
Hebron, CT. 
Dated at Hebron, CT this 29th day of December 2025. 
Francesca Villani, 
Hebron Town Clerk

1TB 1/2

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on December 29, 2025, the Duly 
Authorized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission 
made the following decision:
W2025-3133 - 6 Bull Hill Rd; Karen & James Kelley- Applicant/
Owner; Assessor’s ID 06-16/033-001, Proposed 12’ x 12’ 
shed within 100’ Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 
Dated December 29, 2025
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB 1/2
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE 
SERVICES

SUDDEN TOOTH PAIN
  Sudden extreme tooth pain may have several causes, but it is most often caused 
by a cavity or cracked tooth. Both expose the sensitive, inner layers of the tooth that 
are normally protected by enamel. As a cavity forms, you may experience sudden 
pain when eating or drinking. A cavity or crack can allow bacteria into the pulp of 
the tooth, where it can become infected and lead to an abscess or other problems. An 
old or loose filling can also expose nerves and cause tooth pain. Other causes may 
be eroding enamel and receding gums, the latter of which is often caused by gum 
disease. Both uncover the vulnerable layers of the inner tooth and can cause sudden 
pain. 
      Sudden tooth pain  is your body sending a message  that something 
is wrong and needs attention. Ignoring the pain means you also ignore the 
underlying problem, and treatment becomes a more serious undertaking. Be 
smart! For excellence  in dental care from a caring staff committed to your 
comfort, well-being,  and sunny smile,  call us for an appointment. Emergencies 
are also welcome at our full-service, state-of-the-art dental office. We can make 
financial arrangements for extensive treatment plans.
 P.S. A visit to the dentist for a cleaning, filling, or whitening treatment can 
sometimes make teeth more sensitive for a couple of weeks. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE1-2-26 

Dr. Steven Rafalowsky
Optometrist

• Contact Lenses
• Children's Vision

• Eye Exams
• Fashion Eyewear

6 Saner Road, Marlborough, CT

Participating Provider of:
• Aetna Health Plan • Blue Cross • Cigna Health Plan • Connecticare

 • United Health Care • Oxford • Medicare • Medicaid • TriCare and more

Day, Evening, and Saturday Appointments

860-295-8306
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• Laser Surgery Consultation

Public comments reinforced the significance 
of the issue. Linda Georgiades commented on 
speed issues on North Main Street and stated 
that drivers tend to speed as they close in on 
crosswalks. She suggested stop signs be imple-
mented to help mitigate potential accidents. 
Linda Earley raised concerns about speed cam-
eras versus speed bumps, curious as to why 
speed bumps were not considered. Chair Susan 
McFarland, a Democrat, responded, saying that 
bumps can “present another issue” for emergen-
cy vehicles and other alternatives would have 
created more issues to consider. These com-
ments reflected continued public concern but 
did not result in immediate policy changes.

Public Safety Commission Discussion
The Public Safety Commission emerged as both 

an agenda item and a subject of prior public de-
bate. Earlier in the meeting, Jim Bernier had com-
mented on Town Charter Section 7.9 regarding 
the commission, saying that it “doesn’t seem that 
the Public Safety Commission exists.” Later, under 
new business, Asklar asked Bernier to work with 
Porter to draft a mission statement for the Public 
Safety Commission for review by the BOS.

Pledge of Allegiance Debate
Although not listed as a formal agenda item, 

the Pledge of Allegiance continued to generate 
significant public discussion following actions 
taken at the Dec. 2 meeting. Multiple residents 
addressed the Board on this topic during both 
public comment periods. Robb Fraulino invited 
attendees “to join … for the Pledge of Alle-
giance.” Afterward, presumably a resident could 
be heard exclaiming profanity.

Jean Wilson, who identified as a Quaker, 
stated that she viewed the Pledge of Allegiance 

“as a religious issue,” and referenced a RHAM 
Board of Education member who received 
criticism “because he wouldn’t stand to say the 
pledge of allegiance.” Judy Kelly, speaking as an 
individual, noted that the previous vote held re-
garding the addition of the pledge was to make 
it optional and stated, “We’re not saying that 
anyone has to do this.” She explained that she 
respects decisions made by those who choose 
not to stand for the pledge, but that “The right 
to do it if we choose should be done.” Later in 
the meeting, Drew Golfin offered differing per-
spectives on the ongoing discussion surround-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance.

Golfin, speaking as an individual, recounted 
an incident involving a colleague who, due to 
a conscientious objection, chooses not to re-
cite an oath but stands respectfully during the 
pledge. According to Golfin, that individual was 
later singled out in the Rivereast for not partici-
pating and felt compelled to defend his position. 
Golfin said that placing the Pledge of Allegiance 
as a formal agenda item can draw undue atten-
tion to people who choose not to recite it, as 
well as characterized the routine inclusion of 
the pledge as “coercive and performative” and 
urged the Board to consider those implications.

No additional board action was taken during 
this meeting, but the volume of comments indi-
cated that the issue remains unresolved in the 
community.

Grant Applications and
Administrative Updates

The Board unanimously authorized the 
submission of two grant applications. Peter 
Hughes, Director of Planning and Develop-
ment, reviewed the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection Recreational Trail 
Grant and discussed matching fund options. 
He also presented recommendations for the Lo-
cal Transportation Capital Improvement Pro-
gram grant, proposing Jones Hollow Road and 
West Road projects. Both authorizations passed 
unanimously.

Porter also provided updates, commending 
Public Works for handling recent snow and ice 
events, reporting progress on South Buckboard 
Road construction and noting that ARPA funds 
must be spent by Dec. 31, 2026.

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

 
Pursuant to SS 12-145 of the CT Statutes, the undersigned 
Tax Collector of the Town of Hebron gives notice that she will 
be ready to receive Supplemental Motor Vehicle taxes and the 
second installment of Real Estate taxes due January 1, 2026 
at the Tax Collector’s office at Hebron Town Hall, 15 Gilead 
St, Hebron, CT on Mon-Wed 8:00-4, Thur 8:00-6 & Fri 8:00-1. 
Payments must be received or postmarked by 2/2/2026 to 
avoid interest.
All taxes remaining unpaid after February 2, 2026 will be 
charged an interest rate from January 1, 2026 at the rate 
of 1.5% for each month elapsing from the due date of the 
delinquent tax to the date of payment, with a minimum interest 
charge of $2.00 per installment. SS 12-146
Failure to send out or receive such bill does not relieve the 
taxpayer of his/her responsibility for the payment of taxes or 
delinquent charges. SS 12-130
Dated at Hebron, CT this 3rd day of December 2025.
Brigit Tanganelli
Acting Tax Collector 3TB 12/19, 1/2, 1/23

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE

COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The third installment of the Real Estate and Personal Property, 
and Supplemental Motor Vehicle taxes listed on the October 
1, 2024 Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of 
Andover on January 1, 2026. Payments must be US postmarked, 
paid on line, or brought to Town Hall by February 2, 2026 to avoid 
an interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting February 3, 
2026 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per 
month) from the due date of January 1st, with a minimum charge 
of $2 for each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check or 
money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during busi-
ness hours.  Payments by check or money order may be mailed 
to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box outside Town 
Hall. Typical office hours during collection months are Monday 
8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:15 am-4pm. 
Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any interest 
which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4. 3TB 12/26, 1/2, 2/6

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE

COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The third installment of the Real Estate and Personal Property, 
and Supplemental Motor Vehicle taxes listed on the October 
1, 2024 Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of 
Andover on January 1, 2026. Payments must be US postmarked, 
paid on line, or brought to Town Hall by February 2, 2026 to avoid 
an interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting February 3, 
2026 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per 
month) from the due date of January 1st, with a minimum charge 
of $2 for each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check or 
money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during busi-
ness hours.  Payments by check or money order may be mailed 
to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box outside Town 
Hall. Typical office hours during collection months are Monday 
8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:15 am-4pm. 
Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any interest 
which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4. 3TB 12/26, 1/2, 2/6

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

	    
The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the fol-
lowing public hearing 
On Wednesday January 14, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marlbor-
ough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.  
APPLICATION #ZBA-01-25 – Anne Amodeo (Applicant/
Property Owner) 92 Lakeridge Drive - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction 
of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 
Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Side Yard Set-
back, in order to construct a shed with a Front Yard Setback 
of 6.3 feet where 15 feet is required.
Interested parties can review the application materials in 
the Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall 
hours. Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours 
ahead of the public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.
gov , and oral testimony may be given during the public 
hearing.

2TB 1/2, 1/9

Notice of Democratic Caucus
To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town of 
East Hampton, CT.
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic Party and State elec-
tion laws, you are hereby notified that a caucus will be held 
on January 8, 2026, at the Joseph N. Goff House Museum, 2  
Barton Hill Road, East Hampton, CT at  7PM for the purpose 
of endorsing candidates for the East Hampton Democratic 
Town Committee and to transact other business as may be 
proper to come before said caucus. 
Kevin Reich, Chair 1TB 1/2

Notice of Democratic Caucus
To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town 
Portland, CT. 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic Party and State elec-
tion laws, you are hereby notified that a caucus will be held on 
Monday January 12, 2026 at 7:00pm at The Waverly Senior 
Center, 7 Waverly Ave., Portland CT to endorse candidates for 
the Portland Democratic Town Committee and to transact other 
business as may be proper to come before said caucus. 
Dated at Portland, CT - December 29, 2025 
Portland Democratic Town Committee 
Andrea Alfano, Chair 1TB 1/2

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

SPECIAL  MEETING
THURSDAY,  January 8, 2025

6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following: 
Continued from December 18, 2025: Application 618 for a Cer-
tificate of Appropriateness for Barbara Angelico of 1 School-
house Lane, Middle Haddam, to replace two garage doors with 
two-sided steel sandwich doors with steel woodgrain face. 
The foregoing application is available for public review at the 
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons 
may be heard and written communications will be received.

1TB 1/2

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

The East Hampton Town Council will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 6:30pm during the Regular 
Town Council Meeting in the East Hampton Town Hall, 1 
Community Drive, East Hampton, CT  06424. The Town 
Council will consider amendments to Chapter 171 of the 
Code of the Town of East Hampton regarding Blight and 
Nuisances.
A copy of the draft ordinance is available in the Town Clerk’s 
Office.

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman

Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.

Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat 1TB 1/2

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the 
Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-09-25 – 11 Old Cider Mill Ln, Jeffrey Po-
pham and Jennifer Carini (Applicant/Owner) Lake Overlay 
Zone to construct a walkway and addition 
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use De-
partment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 12/26, 1/2

LEGAL NOTICE
Global Freestone LLC
244 Middletown Ave.

East Hampton, CT
860.267.6623

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday January 10th 2026 at 8:00 AM 
Property previously owned by:
C Komondy 2TB 1/2, 1/9

Hebron Republican Town Committee 
Caucus

Notice is hereby given that a caucus of all enrolled Republican 
electors of the Town of Hebron is being held on Wednesday, 
January 7th (Snow date - 1/12) at 7:00pm in the Town Meeting 
Room at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street 
(Route 85), Hebron, CT.  The purpose of the caucus is to elect 
members of the Hebron Republican Town Committee (HRTC).
All registered Republicans in Hebron are welcomed to attend. 
Anyone interested in Hebron
Republican Town Committee membership is encouraged to 
contact HebronRepublicans@gmail.com.
Clifford Boyce, Treasurer HRTC

1TB 1/2
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PET TRAINING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23
Century 21 Allpoints Realty

C
IT

4-
4-

24

REAL ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT

R
E3

-1
5-

24

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

LEGALS
TOWN OF PORTLAND

 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, January 
15th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 
Freestone Avenue, to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-10: 125 Bartlett Street. Proposed 2 lot 
subdivision. Application of Bari Winner and property of Rhea 
DeBari. Map 49 Lot 57. Zone R-25.
Dated at Portland, CT this 22nd day of December 2025
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 1/2, 1/9

Hebron Democratic Caucus
To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town of 
Hebron, CT.
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic Party and State 
election laws, you are hereby notified that a caucus will be 
held on:
Monday January 12th, at 7:00PM at the Russell Mercier 
Senior Center
12 Stonecroft Dr., Hebron, Connecticut
To endorse candidates for Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, 
Co-Treasurer, Secretary and members of the committee and 
to transact other business as may be proper to come before 
said Caucus.
Hebron Democratic Town Committee
Chair Cris Lawrence

1TB 1/2

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 8
AUDIT REPORT

The audit of the financial statements of the Regional School 
District No. 8, Hebron, Connecticut, for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2025, as prepared by PKF O’Connor Davies Accoun-
tants & Advisors, is on file and available for public inspection 
in the Town Clerk’s Office, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, 
Connecticut.
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut, this 23th day of December 
2025
Lauren A. Griffin
Town Clerk 1TB 1/2

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
Notice is hereby given that copies of the following for 
Regional School District No. 8 for the year ending June 30, 
2025, are on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron CT 

• State Audit 
• Annual Financial Report 
• Health & Medical Insurance Consortium Annual Financial 
Report 

Dated at Hebron, CT this 30th December 2025
Francesca Villani
Hebron Town Clerk

1TB 1/2

COLCHESTER HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
The Historic District Commission will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, January 12, 2026, at 7:00 P.M., in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 to 
hear and consider the following petition:   

Certificate of Appropriateness- COA 2025-002 Future 
Assets LLC, 11 Hayward Ave – application for exterior 
work to include storm windows, signage, lighting and install-
ing wood along an access ramp.

At this hearing interested parties may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this petition is available 
for public inspection in the Planning and Zoning Department 
at Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester CT 
06415 and may be inspected during regular business hours 
(8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday)
Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair 1TB 1/2

Collector of Revenue
The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
full-time position of Collector of Revenue. This is a supervisory 
position which is responsible for the collection of real estate 
tax, motor vehicle tax, personal property tax, sewer assess-
ment and use fees, as well as initiating and monitoring liens, 
and other procedures of collection in compliance with state 
statutes and local ordinances. Four (4) years in a supervi-
sory capacity necessary, a bachelor’s degree in accounting, 
economics, finance, or related subjects required, as well as 
certification as a Certified Connecticut Municipal Collector 
(CCMC). Salary range: $72,955.64 - $85,830.16 (depending on 
qualifications and experience). Benefits package offered.
Interested candidates should submit a resume, cover letter 
and employment application to the Town of East Hampton, 
1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424, or by email 
to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov, by January 16, 2026, or 
until filled. An employment application may be found at www.
easthamptonct.gov. EOE/M-F/AA.

1TB 1/2

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  s tar t ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
Al l  ant iques;  toys, 
m i l i t a r y,  w a t c h e s , 
advertising, jewelry, 
coins, clocks, signs, all 
musical instruments, 
guitars, saxophones, 
keyboards, trumpets, 
amplifiers, accordions, 
vintage electronics, 
hi-fi stereo, amplifiers, 
pro-audio, radios, ham 
equipment, tube type 
equipment, plus more. 
1 item or entire estate. 
Call 860-707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

If anyone refused to rent to 
you because of your source of 
income, race, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, marital status, 

age, disability or because 
you have children, you may 

have been the victim of 
illegal housing discrimination. 
Contact the Connecticut Fair 

Housing Center.

HOUSING  DISCRIMINATION   
IS  ILLEGAL For Help Call  

888-247-4401

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin

and The Rare Reminder
Fill out, clip and mail to:

The Glastonbury Citizen
P.O. Box 373

Glastonbury, CT 06033-0373

Citizen Deadline: Monday Noon 
Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday Noon

Category (example: For Sale)

Classified Text: Please print one word per line. A word is anything with spaces around it. For 

example: Rd., 2BR, 6-cyl. are all one word each. A phone # is one word. ________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Additional words: (30¢ per word):

__________________________________________________________________

Email Your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com 
and call with your credit card number.
Place Your Ad online: www.glcitizen.com
PLEASE CHECK ONE 
 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The  
 Glastonbury Citizen; 30¢ ea. add’l word
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the  
 Rivereast News Bulletin; 30¢ ea. add’l word
 $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ ea.   
 add’l word for insertion in both The Citizen &  
 Rivereast
 $35.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ ea.   
 add’l word for insertion in The Citizen, Rivereast  
 & Rare Reminder

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen. 
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RENTALSFOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
E3

-8
-2

4

Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
E 

12
-2

6-
25

Now is the time to cut 
those trees down with the 

FROZEN GROUND!
CALL TODAY!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

R
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RSK Tree Service, LLC

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 

Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions
Shrub Removal 

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —
Ryan Krajewski – 860-573-1244

GLASTONBURY, CT Licensed & Insured

SERVING AMSTON, ANDOVER, 
HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH & PORTLAND

TREE & LANDSCAPING

SERVICES

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation
Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1
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26

-2
5

Happy New  Year!
RLFrancks@comcast.net

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

2026Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

B L A C K  G O O S E 
CHIMNEY SWEEP : 
Dirty chimneys can burn! 
Having your chimney 
cleaned yearly ensures 
peace of mind. Dust-free 
professional cleaning. 
Fully insured. Dave 860-
267-8422.

H A N D Y M A N  S E R
VICES : $50 an hour 
call for quotes on win
dow, door installations, 
p a i n t i n g  p r o j e c t s , 
plumbing repairs/install
ations, fully licensed and 
insured/references avail
able call Mark@860-
805-8122.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

E L E C T R I C  S TA N 
LLC: Offering service 
changes for meters 
and panels. Best price 
o f fe red .   L i censed 
and Insured. License 
#202454E1. 860-716-
7903.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

VACANT LAND FOR 
SALE: Chestnut Hill 
Road ,  Co l ches te r. 
Between Lot 169 and 
195. 12.8 Acres. Sale 
by Owner. $73,900. Call 
860-913-6723.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
HOME REPAIR SPE
CIALIST: All phases 
of plumbing services 
and repairs, leaky pipes 
and drains, hot water 
heaters, toilets, garbage 
disposals, kitchen sinks 
and faucets, ful l  to 
partial bath remodels, 
tub and shower valves, 
and more.  Call for a 
free estimate!  Prompt, 
Dependable, Reliable, 
Quality professional 
work  a t  a f fo rdab le 
prices - Fully licensed 
and insured - Discounts 
available for seniors 
- Call Justin 203-440-
5496.

R O O F I N G :  F l oo r
ing, Decks, All general 
home improvement and 
renovations. Call 860-
894-9919. 

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention 
to detail, punctuality. 
Free in-person estim
ates. We love seniors! 
Call 860-413-2353.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

Hazardous Tree Removal

860-206-3851

LICENSED TREE EXPERTS 
Raythetreeguy.com • Raystrees@hotmail.com

Licensed Arborist # S-3998 C
IT
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Tree Guy
TheRay

Free Tree Survey & Consulting by a Licensed Arborist

Bucket Truck
Class A Climbers

Cranes

Storm Damage

FALL
Tree Work!!!

Call today for low rates!

RE1-2-25

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Never lose hope.
Tomorrow could be the

day you have been waiting
a long time for.

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Happy New Year!  May 2026 be the year all your Happy New Year!  May 2026 be the year all your 
hard work pays off and your dreams come true!hard work pays off and your dreams come true!

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

SERVICES

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

R E A D Y  F O R  A 
N E W  K I T C H E N 
B A T H R O O M  O R 
D E C K :  B e a u t i f u l 
Craftsmanship, Excel
lent References, 30 
years of Experience. 
Licensed and Insured. 
The Owner is on every 
job! One call does it all. 
Jacques Building and 
Development Co. 860-
918-1401, Call or Text. 
HIC#0667632.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

KATE 202009 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

KATE 202010 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202011 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202012 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Call Kateline Today

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Be Happy. Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

We Are Here to Help You
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RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
w e a t h e r s t r i p p i n g . 
Water damage repair 
of all kinds - we find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
s i d i ng ,  Shee t rock , 
a n d  w o o d w o r k  - 
we  o f fe r  comp le te 
Sheetrock and plaster 
repair. All interior and 
exterior trim including 
crown molding, chair 
railing, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, custom 
stairs, pocket doors, 
interior and exterior 
doors ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
hatchway, wood decking 
to Trex and more. Please 
call Rene 860 716-2678.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Fall Furnace
Cleanings and Replacements!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES We offer financing!

860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

R
E9

-1
-2

3

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6

-2
1-

24

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
IT

3-
5-

20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3

-1
3-

20

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
3-

27
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
29

-2
3

PAINTING

RE
1-

10
-2

5

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

FOR SALE

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
-7

-2
1

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
E2

-1
5-

24
C

IT
3-
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

R
E 

3-
7-

25

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CLEANING SERVICES

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3

-1
8-

22

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

R
E1

0-
10

-2
5

Freshen Up for the Holidays!

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
5-

20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
IT

1-
30

-2
5

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
IT

3-
5-

20

860-228-3912

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

CIT12-4-25

With 30 years of service, you 
can trust the M.J. Emonds family 

with all your HVAC needs.

860-657-4554

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Responsible, Brazilian 
woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very 
professional and punc
tual. $10 fee for quotes, 
goes towards first clean
ing appointment. Also 
good with pets. Call or 
text 860-212-4586.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

RE
8-8

-25

REASONABLE RATES 
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 

MONTHLY OR 
WHEN NEEDED

CLEANING

Moving in or out. We also include 
products, sanitizing. Run errands, 

shop and rides to doctor appts.
CALL OR 

TEXT 860-849-2768

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66), Portland
Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM Hours: Mon - Fri 8 AM - 4 PM 

absoluteairservices.comabsoluteairservices.com
Heating & Cooling Installation and ServiceHeating & Cooling Installation and Service

CCaallll  NNooww!!  886600--661133--55223300
OOrr  VViissiitt  OOuurr  PPrroodduucctt  SShhoowwrroooomm  FFoorr  MMoorree  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Lic # ELC-0202689-E1

FFoorr  AAllll  YYoouurr  HHoommee  
EElleeccttrriiccaall  NNeeeeddss!!

HHappy Nappy New Year ew Year 
From Absolute From Absolute 

Air Services!Air Services!

R
E0

12
6

*ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION BY 1/31/2026*ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION BY 1/31/2026

SAVE $1000 ON 
A NEW GENERAC 

WHOLE HOME 
GENERATOR PLUS 

0% FINANCING!

HTG.0393975-S1

Save $500
Off A New Or
Replacement

Furnace or Boiler
and 0% Financing!

Save Up To $5000
In Rebates On A New
Mitsubishi or Bosch

Heat Pump PLUS 
.99% Financing

For 10 Years!

Save $100 On A
New Heat Pump

Water Heater, Plus a
$650 Instant Rebate
and 0% Financing!




