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Weir Seeks Third Term in State House 
By Toriana Williams

State Rep. Steve Weir is 
running for reelection in 
Connecticut’s 55th House 
District, which includes 
the Rivereast towns of An-
dover, Marlborough and 
Hebron, as well as Bolton 
and Glastonbury. 

If elected, this would 
be the Republican’s third 
term in office. A small 
business owner and for-
mer police officer, Weir said his decision to run 
again is rooted in both unfinished work and a 
deep connection to the community he serves.

Weir grew up in Glastonbury and has lived in 
Hebron since 2000. After marrying his wife in 
1998, the couple settled in Hebron, where they 
built their first home and raised three daughters.

Before entering politics, Weir spent most of 
his career self-employed in various contracting 
businesses. He also worked as a Glastonbury 
police officer from 2001 to 2005. “While the job 
was cool most of the time, … I was meant to be 
self-employed,” he said. Though he valued the 
experience and friendships he made, he decided 
to return to private business.

Weir first became involved in politics in 2019 
and said frustration with state policies pushed 
him to run for office. 

 “I was frustrated at seeing headlines out of 
Washington … and reading stories about poli-
cies coming out of Hartford specifically,” he said. 
As a small business owner, he felt that lawmak-
ers were not considering how new regulations 
affected employers. “The policies coming out of 
Hartford really … only made it more difficult to 
run a small business,” he said.

After an unsuccessful bid for the 19th Sen-
ate District, Weir was encouraged to run for the 
55th House seat when then-Rep. Robin Green 
chose not to seek reelection. He won the seat 
and has since served two terms.

Reflecting on his time in office, Weir de-
scribed his first term as a learning experience. 
“The first term is just trying to get your feet un-
der you,” he explained. During his second term, 
he was appointed ranking member on the Labor 
and Public Employees Committee.

Weir shared he is running again because he 
feels he has more to accomplish. “I have not hit 
my stride yet,” he said. “I enjoy the job. I think 
I’m effective at … making common sense pro-
posals.” He added that he works with colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to improve legislation.

As a Republican in a legislature where Demo-

Steve Weir

By Toriana Williams
When Rob Brown 

passed away on Jan. 24, 
at the age of 69, Colches-
ter lost more than a fire-
fighter. It lost a neighbor 
who always answered the 
call, a teacher who shaped 
generations, a builder 
whose hands helped raise 
both homes and heroes, 
and a friend whose qui-
et presence filled every 
room he entered.

Brown grew up in Colchester and graduated 
from Norwich Tech. He married his high school 
sweetheart, Donna, in 1980 and together they 
built a life rooted in faith, family and commu-
nity. A skilled carpenter by trade, his craftsman-
ship could be seen in homes and projects across 
the area. But while building was his profession, 
firefighting was his passion.

Brown joined the Colchester Hayward Vol-
unteer Fire Company at just 14 years old as 
a cadet. “He joined us as soon as he could …  
in our cadet department,” recalled Debi Czar-
kowski Marvin, president of the volunteer fire 
company, who had known him for a long period 
of her life. From that moment on, the firehouse 
became a second home.

Over decades, Brown rose through every of-
ficer position in the department, from captain 
to chief. Yet titles never defined him. According 
to Czarkowski Marvin, “He was every officer 
position we have here … but he was most hap-
py when he was a firefighter, and when he was 
teaching others.” Teaching was where he found 
his greatest joy and, arguably, left his deepest 

A Life of Service:
Remembering Rob Brown

Did You Say It’s Winter???... For Tara Bassette of Colchester, there’s nothing quite 
like sitting on the patio with a warm cup of coffee, reading the Rivereast ……. no 
matter what season it is!! 

Rob Brown

mark.
Brown taught countless Firefighter I and 

FIrefighter II classes and led hands-on drills 
that pushed his students to be better, stronger 
and more prepared. 

“Hands-on training was when he was at his 
best,” Czarkowski Marvin said. 

She recalled that he transformed donated 
houses into training grounds, carefully creating 
controlled burn environments so firefighters 
could practice in realistic conditions without 
destroying the structure. 

“Rob could do anything,” she said simply.
The impact of that work rippled far beyond 

Colchester. 
“A lot of people were trained by Rob. A lot 

of people have education and knowledge that 
they learned from him,” Czarkowski Marvin 
explained. Many of those he trained went on to 
full-time firefighting careers across Connecti-
cut. “Many of those people have now retired 
from their career jobs,” she added, a testament 
to the span of his influence.

Brown earned numerous honors over the 
years, including two Firefighter of the Year 
awards – an honor bestowed by a committee 
of peers – and the company’s first ever Meri-
torious Life Saving Award for rescuing a man 
from a burning apartment building in 1997. He 
was also among the firefighters who traveled to 
Ground Zero after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks, volunteering for days of grueling work 
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344 Marlborough St. Rt. 66
Portland

“Adams Plaza” • 860.894.6073

Other
Specials

Available!

Located at 464 South Main Street, Colchester

24 Hour
Surveillance

&
Climate

Controlled!

Winter Special!
1 Month FREE

w/6 Month Rental!

Call us at 860-303-8295
Visit us online at www.southmainstreetstorage.com

RE2-13-26

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Thinking of Selling or Buying?
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-

2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-
2011-2010 of SOLDs in total for Hebron, 
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.

For Loyal Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!
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105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —
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Come join us 
for LUNCH!

Monday-Saturday 

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940

www.zinascucina.com

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

Call Us to Make Your Reservations for 
Valentine’s Day!

Valentine Specials:
Oysters Rockefeller
Bacon Wrapped Filet with Crab Hollandaise, 
Asparagus & Sweet Potato
Mustard Salmon with Butternut & Brussels 
in Garlic Butter 
Chocolate Lava Cake

10% OFF Your Lunch w/this Ad 
11:30am-4:00pm

Eric VanOstrandEric VanOstrand
MANAGING PARTNER
860-913-4563
eric.vanostrand@protonmail.com
www.sevenwoodfinancialservices.com
2389 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

• 401K Rollovers
• Fixed-Indexed Annuities
• Whole Universal Life
• Long Term Care Coverage
• Retirement Solutions & Strategies
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Bingo & Basket
Raffle Night

Andover Congregational Church, located at 
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle 
Night on Friday, Feb. 20, starting with dinner at 
5:30 p.m.; the game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

Learn CPR
All are invited to learn CPR Sunday, March 

15, from 10 a.m.-noon at the Andover Volun-
teer Fire Department.

This Heartsaver CPR class cost is $20 and 
includes use of training materials, CPR/AED/
Choking for adults/child/infant and 2-year cer-
tification from the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required. Call Mindy Hegener 
at 860-706-3074.
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MIDDLETOWN
860-344-1975

ROCKY HILL
860-563-7866

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
•	 Wrongful	Death
•	 Hospital	and	Doctor	

Negligence
•	 Missed	Diagnosis
•		 Birth	Injuries
•	 Ambulance	Injuries
•		 Cardiovascular	Malpractice
•		 Orthopedic	Malpractice								
•	 Dental	Malpractice
REAL ESTATE
•	 Real	Estate	Closings
•		 Refinances
•	 Purchases	and	Sales

PERSONAL INJURY
•	 Auto	Accidents
•	 Slip	and	Fall
•	 Motorcycle	Accidents
•	 Dog	Bites
•	 Drunk	Driving	Victims
•	 Sports	Injuries
•	 Products	Liability
BANKRUPTCY
•	 Chapter	7	•	Chapter	13
•	 Discharge	Debt
•	 Save	Your	Home
•	 Stop	Harassing	Calls
•	 Stop	Foreclosure
•	 Stop	Lawsuits
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Law Offices of David Seidman, PC
University of Pennsylvania Law School • Wharton School of Business

Put Knowledge and Experience to work for you.

WEST HARTFORD
860-233-4778

MERIDEN
203-237-9999

VERNON
860-870-8089

ASHFORD
860-487-3703

Caregiver Support Group to Meet
The Andover Caregiver Support Group for 

caregivers will meet Thursday, Feb. 19, at 7 p.m., 
for one hour in the Andover Public Library on 
Route 6. A snow date of Feb. 26 is scheduled if 
needed. This event is hosted by the Alzheimer’s 
Association and the Andover Caregiver Support 
Group.

The public is invited to attend Supporting 
Independence, part of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s “Empowered Caregiver Series” aimed 
at teaching caregivers how to navigate the re-
sponsibilities of caring for someone living with 
dementia. A person living with dementia often 
wants to stay independent for as long as pos-
sible. Caregivers can learn how to balance safety 
and manage expectations to support indepen-
dence at every stage of the disease.

The meeting will conclude with its usual 
“Show and Tell” segment, where participants are 
encouraged to share handy tips, tools, or gad-

gets that assist in caregiving.
The meeting provides a safe and welcoming 

space for individuals who are navigating the 
challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring for 
loved ones.

Caregiving can be a demanding journey, of-
ten accompanied by exhaustion, isolation, fear, 
and stress. This support group is designed to 
bring together individuals who are traveling 
the same road, offering a space to share experi-
ences, learn about resources, and connect with 
others who understand firsthand the challenges 
of caregiving. 

Whether you have recently stepped into the 
role of caregiver or have been providing care for 
years, this group aims to foster a sense of com-
munity, reassurance, and encouragement. 

For more information, call co-host Dianne 
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at 
860-916-6122.

Community Garden Offering Plots for 2026
The Andover Community Garden Com-

mittee is currently looking for Andover resi-
dents who would like to have their own gar-
den space. All ages and abilities are welcome 
and the spaces are free of charge. There spaces 
being offered on a first-come, first-serve basis 
for the 2026 growing season.

Bed owners will be responsible for plant-
ing approved vegetables, flowers, and herbs of 
their choice. They will also need to be able to 
commit to the scheduled watering and care-
taking responsibilities of their bed as well as 
the end-of season bed cleanup. There are tools 
available for use by the committed garden-

ers and there is an on-site watering system. 
Members of the committee can be available to 
help with gardening questions you may have 
or problem solve with any difficulties you face 
during the gardening season. The community 
garden’s growing season begins in mid- to late 
May and may end in late September.

To request a garden plot for 2026, volun-
teer, or for more information, feel free to 
message the Andover Community Garden 
Committee on their Facebook page “Andover 
(CT) Community Garden” or send an email 
to gardenandovercommunity@gmail.com.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center, 

located at 25 School Rd., is open daily from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. The lounge is open for cards, games 
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All 
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call 
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the 
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library. 
To receive the newsletter by email each month, 
call 860-742-7305. And to reserve space at the 
center, call 860-742-7305 x4510 for dates and 
available rates.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking 
instructors and other volunteers with special 
talents willing to share with the community. 
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop 
by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide one week’s notice 
for all requests. All seniors, veterans, and dis-
abled are welcome. Driver shifts end at 5 p.m., 
so plan accordingly. 

Holiday Closing: Monday, Feb. 16, in honor 
of Presidents Day.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Yoga, Dominos, Knitting, Puzzle and Pizza, 
trips to the library and the food pantry, Open 
Sew & Stitch, and more, see the monthly news-
letter. Transportation is available,.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping Trips: 
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Willimantic 2/24, and 
shop in Manchester on 2/17. Transportation is 
available; contact Linda to reserve your ride. 

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesday, Feb. 
18, 3 p.m.; cost is $18. The theme is animal wa-
tercolor. This class is perfect for all skill levels. 
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To sign 
up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Senior Art Class with Kim: Thursday, Feb. 
19, 10-11 a.m., $8. Theme is Watercolor & Sea 
Glass. This class is perfect for all skill levels. 

Space is limited; supplies are provided. To sign 
up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Cardio Drumming with Priscilla: Mondays, 
Feb. 16 and 23, 10-11 a.m. Fee is $7. This is a 
music-based gentle cardio class combined with 
rhythmic movement using an exercise ball and 
drum sticks. Transportation is available.

Foodshare Truck: Wednesdays, Feb. 11 and 
25, 8:30 a.m. Free transportation to Andover 
Congregational Church is available; contact the 
center. For more information on other available 
dates and times please contact Joan Soucy at 
860-208-3226.

Valentine’s Charcuterie: Friday, Feb. 13, 5 
p.m. Cost is $10 per person. Enjoy this in-per-
son workshop where all the food and tools are 
supplied. Make a board to eat and a board to 
go. Space is limited. Call the center to reserve 
a spot.

Travel In Time Club: Feb. 20. This free study 
group is based on Travel in Time in Connecti-
cut, by local author and teacher Dan Blanchard.  
This is an intergenerational partnership with 
Andover Elementary School. Students and Se-
niors will be working on stories and interviews.  

CT Flower Show: Friday, Feb. 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Cost is $10. Head to the CT Flower Show in 
Hartford. Bus leaves the center at 9:30 a.m. 
There will be breakfast and then the show.  Space 
is limited. To sign up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Casino Trip: Friday, Feb. 27, 10 a.m. Hop on 
the bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will 
return at 3 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a 
seat, call 860-498-2326.

Family Bingo: Friday, Feb. 27, 5-7 p.m. Cost 
is $10. Prizes awarded. Children must be ac-
companied by an adult. Food and extra bingo 
sheets available to purchase. Registration is re-
quired at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Spanish for Beginners: Saturdays, March 
7-April 25 (eight weeks), 10-11:30 a.m. Cost is 
$80 per session; payment due by Feb 27. Instruc-
tor is Adelaida Gonzalez-Sarisley. Boost your 
memory, meet new people, and start speaking 
basic Spanish with confidence. Class material is 
provided. For adults ages 18 and up. Sign-up is 
required, by calling 860-742-7305 x4510.

   

Scholarship 
Opportunity Announced
The East Hartford Garden Club has an-

nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover and is majoring in horticul-
ture, floriculture, landscape design, conserva-
tion, forestry, environmental concerns, botany 
and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coven-
try, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glastonbury, 
Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs and 
Windsor Locks are also eligible for the scholar-
ship.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

President’s List
Ryan Woods of Andover made the fall 2025 

President’s List at Plymouth State University in 
Plymouth, N.H.

Woods is majoring in business administra-
tion.

Cute and Cuddly
Meet and Greet!

On Tuesday, Feb. 17, Andover Public Library 
will welcome Xen’s Critters, who will offer the 
opportunity for children to visit with several 
small animals in a “drop-in” style meet-and-
greet. 

Please note that this program will not be held 
at the library but at the Andover Town Hall 
Community Room. Stop by between 11 a.m. 
and noon. The last entry is at 11:50 a.m.

Call the library with any questions, at 860-
742-7428.

Preschool Openings
Andover Elementary School Early Learning 

Center is accepting applications for preschool 
students for the 2026-27 school year. Andover’s 
preschool program is full day. Before and after-
school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2026, are eligible to attend at the start of the 
year. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: Early Start CT and 
the Smart Start Grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet. You may also down-
load one from www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2026-27 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

Craft Supply Tag Sale
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Craft Supply Tag Sale 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, March 7. 

Are you a crafter and have craft supplies you 
no longer need or want?  Are you in search of 
new supplies?  Then this is the event for you!  

Vendor tables are available for $20.  Please 
leave a message at the church, 860-742-7696, for 
an application or more information.  Donations 
will also be accepted.

Dean’s List
Andover resident Caitlyn Russo made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Scout Sunday: Feb. 15, 10 a.m., in the sanctu-

ary.
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 2/28/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 2/28/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
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email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 7

Bulletin Board
“Driving around after one of our recent snowstorms, I noticed the usual quota of decapi-

tated mailboxes lying by the road. The battered and broken victims of snowplows, the poor 
things never had a fighting chance. One particularly pathetic wreck still had part of the sup-
port post attached. 

That’s a normal part of winter in New England, I guess. Beautiful scenery punctuated by 
possible frostbite; the sound of your furnace burning up your savings; praying to the gods of 
winter that it’s a dry snow instead of a wet snow as you venture out to clear your driveway – 
and, of course, occasionally finding your mailbox lying 20 feet down the road in a snowbank. 

Homeowners seem to deal with the seasonal unpleasantness involving mailboxes in a 
variety of ways. On the one extreme, you have engineer types who (while we grasshoppers 
frolic by the seaside) take time during the summer to carefully prepare for the coming snows 
by reinforcing their mailboxes with yards of concrete and tempered steel. Done with proper 
obsessiveness, such fortifications are built to resist threats ranging from baseball bat-wielding 
high school students to mainline battle tanks. 

At the other extreme – at least insofar as preventative maintenance is concerned—we 
have the guy who simply props up a sheet of plywood alongside his mailbox as a shield 
against snowplow assaults. Apparently (from what I have seen), this method also requires the 
homeowner get his four-year-old child to spray paint their house number on the board in the 
unlikely event that their mail delivery person is an imbecile.  

The problem with the plywood defense is that too many of us have been conditioned to 
value genteel presentation over practicality. My mother, for instance, when my sister and I 
were kids, refused to allow us to roll our corn on the cob on the stick of butter, even though 
this was obviously the most effective way to get butter on the corn. Instead, we were required 
to balance a pat of butter on the end of a knife and try to wipe it onto the corn, an ordeal that 
was characterized as “good manners.” I can only imagine what she would have to say about 
propping a sheet of plywood up against the mailbox for the entire winter.

I think most of us end up simply taking our chances in the mailbox lottery. We realize that 
snowplow drivers aren’t really evil and sometimes mailboxes end up as collateral damage to a 
job that has to be done. Upon finding that it happens to be our turn today, we limit ourselves 
to a little obligatory profanity before heading to the garage to look around for a couple of 
bungee cords.  

Bungee cords, should you be a newcomer to New England winters, are to decapitated 
mailboxes what slings are to broken arms. They serve to hold things in place until spring when 
more permanent repairs can be made. The wise New Englander keeps a generous supply of 
bungees at hand just in case. They’re also cheaper than plywood and less likely to leave your 
mother shaking her head as she wonders where she went wrong.

Jim Hallas

Boy was this past Sunday night a good 
night to be a Marist grad!

For those of you who don’t know, I am a 
proud graduate of Marist College in Pough-
keepsie, N.Y. (It’s now a university, but when 
I went there it was still a college.) Marist is a 
great school, but it’s not really known for its 
athletics. We’ve got famous alumni in other 
walks of life – the keynote speaker at my 2001 
graduation was Fox News host Bill O’Reilly, 
a member of the Class of 1971 – but not too 
many when it comes to sports. Probably our 
most famous sports alum was NBA All-Star 
Rik Smits.

Well, at least until Sunday he was our most 
famous one.

That’s because on Sunday night Marist, for 
the first time ever, saw one of its alumni play 
in the Super Bowl. That man was Class of 
2013 graduate Jason Myers, the kicker for the 
Seattle Seahawks. And if you’re one of the 125 
million people who watched the Seahawks-
Patriots matchup on Sunday, you know Myers 
had a pretty good night.

Myers kicked five field goals Sunday night, 
setting a Super Bowl record for a kicker, as 
the Seahawks topped the Patriots 29-13. In 
fact, with the five field goals, Myers racked 
up more points himself (15) than New Eng-
land did as an entire team. Oh, and for good 
measure he also kicked two extra points after 
Seattle touchdowns.

Some even thought Myers should’ve been 
named the Super Bowl MVP. And while that 
would’ve been truly awesome, I understand 
why it didn’t happen. No kicker has ever won 
Super Bowl MVP – and only once has one 
been named the regular season MVP. 

A kicker, no matter how impressive a job 
he does, is on the field for just such a shorter 
period of time than the rest of the offense. It’d 
be tough to justify giving him an MVP over 
someone like quarterback or wide receiver or 
running back – people who are out there, in 
the thick of it, every time the offense takes the 
field. So I had no problem seeing Robert Grif-
fin III take home the MVP Sunday.

But holy cow did Myers have an incredible 
night. Marist finally made it to the Super Bowl 
– and boy did we make a splash.

As for the Patriots – and I’m sure many of 
you were rooting for them – it was a tough 
night. Seattle’s defense was just relentless, and 

New England quarterback Drake Maye sim-
ply looked overmatched. He’s such a talented 
guy though, and still so young. I can easily see 
him returning to the big game. It’s far from a 
guarantee – just ask Dan Marino – but hope-
fully he can get there. 

Ultimately, while it wasn’t a high-scoring 
affair, Sunday’s Super Bowl was still great en-
tertainment. Seattle just put on a defensive 
clinic, the Bad Bunny halftime show was a 
lot of fun (and actually drew a higher audi-
ence – 128.2 million viewers – than the game 
itself), and the commercials…...well, ok, they 
were hit and miss. Too many commercials for 
AI (and too much AI in the commercials; the 
Dunkin’ Donuts spot, while a great concept, 
was nightmare fuel), and only a few advertise-
ments – such as the Sabrina Carpenter one for 
Pringles – that made me legit laugh out loud. 
There were a couple successful tug-at-the-
heartstrings ones (a mortgage company ad 
made me tear up a bit), but for the most part 
just not the best year for Super Bowl ads.

* * *
Speaking of sports, I haven’t seen too much 

Olympics coverage yet – though I have seen 
enough to realize I still don’t understand curl-
ing – but how can you not feel for Lindsey 
Vonn?

In case you don’t know, Vonn, a champion 
downhill skier who already has an Olympic 
gold medal under her belt, was attempting a 
comeback story for the ages. Vonn, 41, had 
retired from the sport in 2019 – but then “un-
retired” in late 2024, after having successful 
knee surgery that cured her of the pain that 
had forced her to hang up her skis in the first 
place.

Vonn quickly reestablished herself as one of 
the sport’s best – and this past December, she 
became the oldest downhill skiing World Cup 
winner, at the age of 41. She claimed her 83rd 
World Cup win, and first since 2018.

Also in December, she qualified for the 
Olympics. It would be her fifth and likely final 
Olympics, and the whole country was likely 
rooting for a storybook ending. 

It was not to be, however. On Sunday, 
Vonn – who had already ruptured her ACL 
the week before – crashed not long into her 
downhill run, and was airlifted to a nearby 
hospital. Vonn shared on Monday that the 

Dinner and a Show!... Epoch Arts will hold its annual Dinnershow on March 7. 
The night will feature a full-course pasta dinner, as well as a variety of skits, musi-
cal numbers and Wackadoodles. Pictured is a skit from last year’s show. For more 
about Dinnershow, see page 16.

Understanding Hebron
Politics

To the Editor:
In the early 1990s, I ran and won a seat on the 

Sweetwater County School District No. 1 school 
board. It was an honor and a privilege to have won.

Within a week of my election, I received mail 
from the Sweetwater Education Association, 
Wyoming School Administrators Association, 
Wyoming Education Association, American 
Association of School Administrators, National 
School Administration Association, Wyoming 
School Boards Association and the National 
School Boards Association.

Wow; here was a small-town boy getting mail 
locally, from Cheyenne and from Washington. 
I just wanted to add value to local endeavors. 
What was going on??

There was a single theme to all the letters, 
though, that gave a clue. Every single letter said, 
in essence: Congratulations for your election 
and we applaud you for your civic mindedness. 
But you should remember that you do not know 
that much about being a board member and you 
would be well advised to come to us for guid-
ance as you go forward with your public service.

This was my first introduction to institutions 
and how they might shape debates of the future. 
It is helping me now to understand the machi-
nations of politics in Hebron.

Terry McManus
Hebron

Seeking Vendors for
Portland Festival

To the Editor:
The Portland America 250 Committee is ex-

cited to announce that we are seeking vendors 
interested in participating in Portland’s Home-
town Festival 250, scheduled for May 16th, with 
a rain date of May 17th.

This festival will be a special community cele-
bration, bringing together local residents, fami-
lies, and visitors to honor our town’s history and 
spirit. We welcome vendors who would like to 
be part of this memorable event and help us cre-
ate a lively and engaging day for all who attend.

Anyone interested in participating is encour-
aged to reach out to a member of the Portland 
America 250 Committee by email at portlan-
damerica250@gmail.com or by connecting 
with us through our Facebook page. We look 
forward to working with local vendors and cel-
ebrating together as a community.

Sincerely,
The Portland America 250 Committee

Grinder Sale Thanks
To the Editor:

The Andover Congregational Church would 
like to thank everyone who attended the Souper 
Bowl Grinder Sale. The 2027 Souper Bowl will 
be on Sunday, Feb. 14, 2027.

Beth Lundberg
Fundraising Chairperson
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

C
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

C
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off Rte. 2

860-603-2368 C
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HUGE WINTER
SALE

Get Ready
For The Season!

Take 10% OFF Service 
& Parts Used.
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5Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 8:30-12 • Wed. 9-6

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5
Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

11/13 Pickering St. • Portland • 860-342-0612
Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30 R
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Plenty of
Outdoor Gear!

Thermal Underwear, Socks, Flannel Shirts, 
Face Masks, Hats, Gloves, Ice Grippers

for Shoes, Winter Boots
& much more to keep you warm.

Dementia Talks No. 48 
To the Editor:

Recently I was invited to speak about quality 
of life on a podcast. 

When asked the question “what does quality 
of life mean to you?” I answered from two per-
spectives: my mom, and myself as a caregiver.

From a caregiver for my mom, both my sister 
and I take to heart her quality of life. In think-
ing about my answer to the question, it was clear 
that quality of life changes throughout the de-
mentia journey. 

At the time of the diagnosis, quality of life is 
centered around preserving independence (safe-
ly driving, making meals, keeping up the house 
and yard, going to events, attending church, be-
ing with friends). Then you go through a phase 
of “should Mom live alone?”, and quality of life 
becomes anchored in safety (taking meds on 
time, ensure that nothing catches on fire, elimi-
nating any fall risk, protecting from scammers, 
cleaning the house, clearing the snow, doing the 
bills, get ahead of wandering, etc.). Then there is 
a phase of “others taking care” of Mom (trusting 
her care in others, advocating for engagement, 
hygiene support, clean clothes, dignity and re-
spect). 

When I let go of the guilt that others are car-
ing for Mom in the day to day, then quality of 
life becomes very personal and is guided by en-
gagement (is she smiling and laughing, is she 
mobile and walking on her own, is she eating 
her meals, does she engage in activities, does 
she still take my hand when offered, is she talk-
ing, is she reading, ensuring her skin is lotion-
ed and her teeth brushed). 

As we trek through these phases of dementia, 
my quality of life becomes connected to Mom’s. 
If Mom’s quality of life is good, mine seems to 
be as well. I do try to take time for myself and 
breathe; walk in nature, be active and write. 
Mom is never far from my mind.

The next phase will change the definition of 
quality of life; when that comes, I will share 
what it looks like from my view of this journey 
we are on.

Thank you for reading and know that you are 
not alone. May today be your peaceful day.

With much love and peace, 
Tonya Maurer – Amston

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

Choose Wisely
To the Editor:

Historically speaking, water is both the narra-
tor and the narrative. Nowhere is this more evi-
dent than in Hebron. It’d be a shame to lose it. 
From 37 rejected properties for Public Works, 
to 17 Kinney’s soggy acres, well water remedia-
tion costs, sodium chloride in wells and flooded 
sports fields water is both the story and the sto-
ryteller. 

Water is the most important reason for keep-
ing Public Works off the Raymond Brook Wa-
tershed. Industrial development, even over-salt-
ed roads, pose constant threats to groundwater. 
Due to Connecticut Statute 22a-471, water con-
tamination is the financial responsibility of the 
polluters. Should Hebron pollute private wells, 
you, the taxpayers, would be responsible for re-
placing those water supplies plus 10 years of as-
sociated water bills. 

It has been determined that Kinney Road will 
be more expensive to develop given the loca-
tion. (Reference: DPW Action Committee). No 
developers purchased this land. This suggests 
that building on a notoriously high-water table 

DPW Proposal Jeopardizes 
Education Priorities

To the Editor:
A town’s budget reflects what we value as 

a community. When resources are limited, 
choosing to spend heavily in one area inevi-
tably means scaling back in others. It’s no dif-
ferent from managing a household: if you take 
on a major expense, something else must give. 
That’s why the $30millionplus DPW facility isn’t 
just another construction project, it threatens to 
squeeze out other essential priorities, especially 
education, which is seeking a 9.1% increase this 
year.

If approved, the DPW project would carry 
an annual debt service of roughly $2.4 million, 
equal to about a 3mill increase in the tax rate. 
For homeowners, that means:

· A home assessed at $250,000 would see taxes 
rise by about $770 per year.

· A home assessed at $500,000 would see taxes 
rise by about $1,500 per year.

A tax increase of this size leaves little room for 
anything else. And it comes at a time when our 
two elementary schools face significant capital 
needs. According to the town’s Capital Improve-
ment Plan, roof replacements at Gilead Hill 

Honoring Veterans Through 
Community Partnership 

To the Editor:
I am proud to share some news that is very 

meaningful to us at the Senior Center and to me 
personally. One of my goals since stepping into 
this role has been to strengthen how we support 
the veterans in our community. I am grateful to 
say that through a new collaboration with the 
Connecticut Veterans Association, we are tak-
ing an important step forward in doing just that.

Together we are launching Coffee House 
workshops focused on VA benefits. These ses-
sions will gently walk veterans and their families 
through how to access benefits, what they may 
be entitled to, and how to navigate the process 
with confidence. We want this information to 
feel clear, approachable, and easy to understand. 
Most of all, we want our veterans to know they 
are welcome here and that we are committed to 
helping them connect with the resources they 
have earned through their service.

At the Senior Center, our work is rooted in 
community and care. Supporting the men and 
women who have served our country is both an 
honor and a responsibility we take seriously. We 
look forward to welcoming local veterans and 
their families into a warm space where they can 
learn, ask questions, and connect with others.

This partnership is something we are truly 
proud of, and we are excited to continue build-
ing programs that reflect the needs and values of 
our community.

Sincerely,
Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW

Director/Municipal Agent
Portland Senior Center

Stop Studying, Start Building
To the Editor:

I support the Rec Plex renovations and the 
new turf field at Bacon.

Let’s talk plainly. Sure, plastic turf isn’t as nice 
as a perfect grass field. But turf is a whole lot 
better than the embarrassing swamp pits we 
have now. Our kids deserve better than mud 
bowls and canceled games.

And we’ve been “talking about it” long 
enough. For 15 years we’ve done studies, formed 
commissions, sat through meetings, and heard 
promises that never seem to leave the room. 
How many more binders do we need? How 
many more seasons do we waste?

We finally have a real plan. A real path for-
ward. This isn’t hypothetical anymore.

I want my kids playing on these fields and en-
joying a refreshed Rec Plex. I want families all 
across Colchester using it, year-round, proud of 
it instead of apologizing for it.

This is about community, not perfection. 
Progress beats potholes and puddles.

Let’s get this done.
John Farrell

Colchester

Marlborough’s Food Scrap 
Money-Saving Myth

To the Editor:
A lot of people showed up at the Marlborough 

Board of Selectmen meeting last week, both in 
person and on Zoom, to protest the proposal for 
a “Pay Per Bag” trash program at the Transfer 
Station. I was one of them.

I thought it would be better to expand our 
Food Scrap program to reduce the amount of 
waste going into the trash and save the town 
money. Now I’m having second thoughts.

When the program first started in 2024 it was 
advertised as a way to save money by diverting 
heavy food scraps from the trash to compost 
collection bins at the transfer station. It was said 
that, “waste dropped off at the Transfer Station 
is hauled to expensive out-of-state landfills. 
Tipping fees charged by these landfills—which 
are based on the weight of the Transfer Station 
waste—have nearly doubled in the past 10 years 
& will continue to increase. These charges are 
passed onto all taxpayers, including those who 
do not use the Transfer Station. So reducing the 
volume of Transfer Station waste disposed of 
at other landfills can ultimately save taxpayers 
money.”

But is that true? According to my arithmetic 
it’s not. The trash tipping fees are currently $115 
per ton. But the Blue Earth compost bins are 
costing over $256 per ton to remove the food 
scraps. I was told by some folks on the town’s 
Sustainable Committee that we diverted 27.3 
tons of scraps from the trash to the compost 

bins since the start of the program through Jan-
uary of this year. But according to those same 
people we paid about $7,000 to Blue Earth to 
haul those scraps away.

Simple math: $7,000 divided by 27.3 tons 
equals $256.41 per ton; more than double the 
$115 trash tipping fees. Even if $7,000 is a bit 
high and perhaps it’s more like $6,000 paid to 
Blue Earth, that’s close to $220 per ton.

So save $115 per ton by diverting the scraps 
but pay double per ton to remove them? This 
makes no sense.

Hal Whitney
Marlborough

is, also, not favorable.
Please visit hebronct.com for Estimated 

DPW Building Project Costs, (5/26/23). An 
$18 million bond was listed at 1.33% with costs 
of $125-$325 per household annually. Perhaps 
these figures will change. However, printing and 
posting non-referenced Town interest rates was 
irresponsible. Additionally, rebuilding 550 Old 
Colchester Rd. is not throwing good money af-
ter bad, but polluting groundwater is. 

Schools and PW facilities are expensive. In 
2005 Hebron purchased ten acres specifically 
for PW. There must have been a reason why. 
Now, 20 years later, a second, unsuitable, prop-
erty has been acquired, multiple non-essential 
projects completed, while PW crews remain in 
the same, or worse, working conditions. It’s a 
shame we chose to ignore former town manager 
Bonnie Therrien in 2011 and former town plan-
ner Michael O’Leary in 2016; both supported 
Old Colchester Road. It’s a shame the PW is be-
yond repair. We have only ourselves to blame. 
We voted for public officials. We watched the 
decline of the PW facility. Why haven’t we held 
town hall accountable?

Nobody can turn back the hands of time, 
but we can hope estimated costs come in lower 
when the project goes out to bid. And we can 
stay focused on safeguarding groundwater in 
Hebron. Like open land, safe water benefits ev-
ery one of us. The next 300 years are up to us, 
right here, right now, in small towns just like 
Hebron. Choose wisely. Choose water. #save17

Jean Tulimieri
Amston
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin
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860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE1-2-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

Our Burgers, Wraps & Panninis 
Now Served With French Fries!

and Hebron Elementary remain outstanding, 
with an estimated cost of $2 million. Modern 
HVAC and airconditioning systems, essential 
for healthy air quality and safe temperatures, 
carry additional multimilliondollar price tags 
of roughly $5.5 million.

The town manager’s budget message makes 
clear that our capital budget already falls short 
of meeting community needs. Many worthy 
projects must wait because funding is limited. 
Given that reality, how can we justify spending 
$30 million on a DPW facility?

There is a better path. Several residents have 
suggested a more holistic approach, one that 
considers the town’s full range of needs rather 
than treating the DPW project in isolation. To 
get there, we must reject the oversized Old Col-
chester Road proposal and insist that our town 
leaders pursue more affordable, responsible al-
ternatives.

Rob Poudrier
Amston

The $37 Myth
To the Editor:

The Town of Colchester is telling residents 
that the proposed Bacon Academy athletic com-
plex will cost just $37 per year. That figure is be-
ing repeated as fact, but it does not withstand 
even basic scrutiny.

I live in a modest home and own a single car. 
I pay the town about $7,000 per year in local 
taxes. Based on the adopted budget, for every 
$10,000 the town raises and spends, about $1.05 
comes from my household.

Using that same math, a $14.6 million, 25-
year bond would increase my household’s lo-
cal taxes by at least $100 per year – nearly three 
times the amount being advertised. And that 
still is not the full cost.

Artificial turf fields have a finite lifespan, typ-
ically around 15 years, after which full replace-
ment is unavoidable. Temporary patching of 
worn-out turf is no substitute for planning for 
replacement; it does not restore a field’s original 
performance, safety, or shock-absorption across 
the entire surface. If Colchester installs three ar-
tificial turf fields and each costs $1.25 million 
to replace, that is $3.75 million every 15 years 
– about $25 per year for my household when 
averaged over time.

Taken together, the real long-term cost is 
roughly $125 per year for my household – not $37.

What is most troubling is that this analysis 

Budget Season – Your Input 
Matters!

To All Colchester Residents:
Budget season for the development of our 

town and school budgets is underway and the 
opportunities for citizens to be involved and in-
formed are starting! First up - the annual budget 
survey is open now (see town website) and there 
are multiple meetings and workshops coming 
up where you can give your input.

The full budget season schedule can be found 
on the town website, on the Board of Finance 
(BOF) page. 

What’s coming up?
For both budgets, the Board of Finance is 

running 2 budget forum meetings, the first is on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11th, at 6:30 p.m. and the sec-
ond is on Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. These 
meetings will be hybrid - with the ability to join 
either in person or via Zoom.

To find details on joining, go to the town web-
site and look at the ‘Public Meetings’ section. 

Budget Forum Format: The budget forums 
are a chance for citizens to make comments or 
statements for the board of finance and others 
involved in creating the budgets to hear. This is 
in addition to the budget survey or other means 
of providing feedback. In the forums, every 
citizen has a chance to give three-minute state-
ments about what they hope to see in the bud-
gets when they are formally presented later.

BOE Public Budget Development: In addi-
tion, the Board of Education (BOE) is running 

Hebron Democracy in Action
To the Editor:

The Jan. 29th special town meeting in Hebron 
was an exciting example of democracy in ac-
tion. Complete with “parliamentary inquiries,” 
ample public comments and insightful informa-
tion from involved committee members, many 
facts were revealed and a beneficial conclusion 
was reached. The 13.25-acre Simiola property 
on Hope Valley Road features the valuable com-
bination of environmental significance, active 
farmland with prime agricultural soil, connec-
tion to an existing greenway and a special place 
in Hebron history. Identified decades ago as a 
significant property by Hebron’s Open Space 
Committee, it is a credit to the Committee and 
the voters that the property will be preserved.

Unfortunately, several of the public com-
ments at the meeting displayed a common mis-
understanding of the value of preserving open 
space. Thank you to Ann Zitkus for her well-
written letter to the editor last week. Mrs. Zitkus 
concisely described the wide variety of benefits 
of open space, including health and economic 
benefits. Notably are the three “ecosystem ser-
vices” of open space’s ability to remove carbon 
dioxide, other air pollutants, and mitigate storm 
water, which are worth millions of dollars a year 
in Hebron alone, see itreetools.org. The preser-
vation of property also includes the tremendous 
potential for economic growth as a part of the 
thriving Outdoor Recreation and Ecotourism 
sectors. The U.S. Department of Commerce re-
ports the outdoor recreation industry contrib-
utes $1.1 trillion to the U.S. economy every year, 
including $4.6 billion in Connecticut alone. 
Recognizing the multifaceted value of the out-
door economy, on January 10, 2024, Connecti-
cut created the new Office of Outdoor Industry 
and Experiences.

I urge Hebron residents to investigate more 
of the benefits of open space and visit www.
nrpa.org/blog/new-study-shows-benefits-
exceed-park-costs. The authors clearly state, 
“Recently, the Community Preventive Service 
Task Force (CPSTF) announced a new finding 
that economic benefits exceed the cost for park, 
trail and greenway infrastructure. NRPA’s The 
Economic Impact of Parks Report: Local park 
and recreation agency operations and capital 
spending were responsible for $218 billion in 
economic activity and supported nearly 1.3 mil-
lion jobs in 2019.” The economic value extends 
to quality of life, which leads to a stable tax base. 
A 2023 study by the NRPA revealed that 84% 
of U.S. adults seek high-quality parks and recre-
ation when choosing a place to live.

I am grateful for the efforts of the Simiola 
family, Hebron’s Open Space Committee and 
the voters of Hebron for supporting a sustain-
able and economically vibrant future.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri

Amston

Character Matters
To the Editor:

The most recent appointment to Colchester’s 
Board of Finance is Republican Donna An-
tonacci. The seat was vacated by a Republican 
and by town charter it has to be filled by a Re-
publican. 

What does that mean? Does a Republican 
have to be a member of the Republican Town 
Committee? The Republican Town Committee 
(RTC) is composed of 50 registered republicans 
in a town of thousands of Republicans, a very 
small minority. 

I ran for a BOE position with Donna four 
years ago with the support of the RTC and 
joined as a member. My daughter ran with us 
but never wanted to be a member of the com-
mittee. The RTC had many issues and would 
even have police presence at their meetings. 
There was much dissension and arguing, which 
was something I was not proud to be a part of 
and was happy not to be voted back in two years 
ago. Many have left the party altogether. Despite 
some folks stating that she has not collaborated 
with the RTC, Donna tried to attend meetings 
and was sadly verbally attacked. So she stopped 
going.

This last election Donna and I ran to continue 
on the BOE on Row C still keeping our Repub-
lican affiliation because we both felt this small 
group of somewhat angry people should not 
dictate our values. Knowing most people vote 
party lines I was truly humbled by the votes that 
we received. 

Now, as a Republican, Donna looked to fill 
an open position on the Board of Finance. The 
Board took into account her character, her ex-

should not be coming from a private citizen. It 
should have come from the Board of Finance, 
whose responsibility is to evaluate full fiscal im-
pacts and long-term costs. Instead, taxpayers 
were presented with a headline number and no 
meaningful financial due diligence.

You may decide that $125 per year is worth it. 
That is a fair choice. But voters deserve to make 
that choice based on complete and honest infor-
mation—not a misleading figure.

That is why Colchester should slow down, 
complete the design and financial analysis, se-
cure grant funding, and then bring the project 
back to voters.

Finish the work, get the grants, then vote.
Michael Dubreuil 

Colchester

perience on the BOE and her life experience as 
an owner of several businesses. They also took 
into account the behavior of the other applicant, 
the social media posts, the letters to the boards, 
the FOI requests and accusations against sitting 
board members. I saw the BOF choosing the re-
sponsible, experienced applicant who is devot-
ed to doing what is right for her town. Donna 
serves her town with integrity and honestly. She 
listens to all constituents and makes decisions 
based on what is right and best for everyone, not 
just 50 people (some of whom are quite angry). 
I look forward to the next two years of seeing all 
the Boards work together to continue to move 
Colchester forward. 

I hope that in future elections people will 
learn to vote for the person and not the party 
line. 

Marguerite Gignac
Colchester

a presentation and workshops related to the 
school budgets that are currently being draft-
ed as well. The superintendent and others will 
present their draft budget to the BOE on Feb. 18 
and there will be two BOE-specific workshops 
scheduled for Feb. 23 and 26. These sessions oc-
cur prior to the BOE presenting the budget for-
mally to the BOF in the first public hearing. See 
the Board of Education website for agenda and 
details about these sessions.

Public Hearing and BOF Workshops: Both 
the BOE and town budgets will be formally pre-
sented to the BOF on March 3 and the BOF will 
then hold workshops. Please make every effort 
to attend in person or via Zoom and participate 
in this vital process for the community.

Also, if you haven’t completed the budget sur-
vey yet, it is open until Feb. 16th, and you can 
find the link to it on the town website.

Sincerely,
Karen Belding, Chair

Colchester Board of Finance

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE2-13-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

Friday, Feb. 13th 1 Year Anniversary Party
with “Who Asked Lisa”

 Saturday, Feb. 14th Valentine’s Day 
Surf and Turf Dinner Special $29.95

Friday, Feb. 20th “Amity”
Friday, Feb. 27th “Dead Rider”
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
crash resulted in a complex tibia fracture 
that will require multiple surgeries.

Is this the end of Vonn’s Olympic career? 
Probably – but who knows? Yes, Vonn will 
be 45 in 2030, but she’s certainly shown over 
the years to never count her out. Hopefully 
she somehow can make a comeback one 
more time, but if not, she’s had a superla-
tive career. 

Vonn took to Instagram on Monday and 
shared a health update as well as a heartfelt 
message to her fans – and indicated she has 
no regrets. Better to try and fail than to not 
try at all. It’s a message, she wrote, that tran-
scends skiing.

“Similar to ski racing, we take risks in 
life,” she said. “We dream. We love. We 
jump. And sometimes we fall. Sometimes 
our hearts are broken. Sometimes we don’t 
achieve the dreams we know we could have. 
But that is the also the beauty of life; we can 
try.

“I tried. I dreamt. I jumped.”
Very well said, Lindsey. We’d all be well-

served to take that message to heart. 
* * *

See you next week.

Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 5pm, Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

Located at 8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
(860) 295-9251

www.marlboroughbakeryandcafe.com

WINTER HOURS: Grill open weekdays til 4pm for Breakfast & Lunch - 
Bakery Open Til 5pm • Saturday and Sunday - Grill & Bakery Open til 3pm.
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Join Us
Valentines Day 

Weekend
Saturday Feb. 14th 

& Sunday Feb. 15th.

Receive a complimentary 
Long Stem Rose and 
Glass of Champagne!

Order our Special Chocolate 
Ganache Raspberry filled Double 
Layer Valentine’s Day cake Today.

Available through Sunday.

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 2/28/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Join us for Valentines Day 
Saturday Feb 14th!

Check out our 
Facebook Page for 

Specials.

Fresh, Organic Produce, Dairy Products,
Olive Oils & Vinegars, Baked Goods,
Coffee & Tea, and so much more!

Check out our Facebook page 
for upcoming events!

Located at 582 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
 860-537-4798  goodearthgiftandgarden@gmail.com

February 28th, 11:00am-12:00pm

Coffee Tasting Sit~N~Sip
Sponsored by

Sound Coffee of Bridgeport
Tickets are $30.00 each and include
a free bag of coffee of your choice.

R
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Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm, Sun. 3-9pm
Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drink & fooD

DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close, Karaoke Every Thurs. 8:30 til close

R
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Sun Noon - 11pm

Free Pool
Tue., Wed. & Sun.

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts
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Middle School Honor Roll
RHAM Middle School has announced its 

honor roll for the second quarter of the 2025-26 
school year.

Grade Eight
High Honors: Olivia Aker, Tatiana Juliette Ar-

guello, Delilah Beaulieu, Scarlet Beaulieu, Anna 
Mae Bech, Hilary Leah Boris, Cora Michele 
Braim, Anthony Joseph Busby, Andrew David 
Clifton, Olyvia Darlene Cormier, Morgan Anne 
Czepiel, Victoria Isabella Daley, William Wade 
DeCesare, Amelia Dunnells, Calleigh Dunnells, 
Gina Rhine Duva, Elijah Matthew Gagliardi, Ol-
iver Gatto, Elijah Kimball Greenhouse, Winston 
Greve, Zachary Everett Griswold, Aniela Marie 
Grzywacz, Adalyn Gutierrez, Eleanor Kathryn 
Isleib, Mia Sarah Edith Kursawe, Edwina Liu, 
Elodie Florence Lizarraga, Harper Loiselle, Julie 
Anna Manning, Juliette Nicole McDonald, So-
phie Elizabeth McDonald, Juliana Andrea Men-
doza, Rory Miller, Carter David Nelson, Sophia 
Noelle Rodriguez, Olivia Rita Schleicher, Madi-
son Catherine Scott, Claire Collins Seipt, Parker 
Ehrich Steinmetz, Harrison Jeremy Stock, Av-
ery Marie Suroviak, Emma Tarkington, Peyton 
Marie Tipping, Jacklynn Alexandra Tyler, Paris 
Belle VanMeter, Max Wang, William Winne.

Honors: Trevor Alexander Aivano, Kaitlyn 
Elise Arcari, Ty Joseph Asklar, Charlotte Grace 
Badeau, Celia Evelyn Bartolotta, Albert Joseph 
Bejoy, Aria Marie Ben-David, Nikolai Joseph 
Bernard, Carley Boisvert, Keegan William Bove, 
Morgan Elizabeth Bronzi, Jayden Emily Butler, 
Francesca Casella, Jameson John Cezus, Mari-
ella Teresa Chaves, Analise Rose Ciotola, Orus 
Reid Coffield, Jonaya Delilah Correa, Coen 
Christopher Cramer, Quinn Eliza Crowley, 
Noah Michael Dawidczyk, Andrew Elijah Doll-
Wright, Lilly Elizabeth Dwyer-Fowler, Livia 
Mei Eng, Olivia Josephine Erba, Tanner Russell 
Flynn, Nolan Eliot Gentile, Dennis Matthew 
Guyette, Lyla Hassan, Loretta Grace Heinen, 
Cian Peter Hurley, Rubi Lianna Infantas, Chloe 
Sofia King, Ryan Walter Klemonski, Gavin El-
liott Knight;

Frederick William Lammey, Aubree Lynee 
Lichaj, Maia Elizabeth Long, Adriel Aydan Lo-
zada, Rena Marasiotis, Preston May, Katelyn 
Aubrey McGeough, Carter McHugh, Emma 
Grace McKenna, Delaney Elizabeth Melquist, 
Lydia Rae Merritt, Julia Moore, Grant Nathan 

Olin, Shayne Isolino Pagani, Giuliana R Pansini, 
Camille Avery Pape, Jackson Robert Paragone, 
Collins Michael Price, Alexis Rivera, Arion 
James Rodriguez, Lucas John Ryan, Jack Joseph 
Salvas, Miah Desse Schadtle, Robert Schram, 
Kensley Addison Schultz, Michael Daniel Sci-
bek, Mason Michael Silva, Amelia Jane Smith, 
Declan Daniel Smith, Margaux Paulette Stan-
ton, Brady Vedder Sullivan, Zoey Lynn Villar-
real, Calen Darryl Wilansky, Spencer Goodwyn 
Williams, Ixora Woodbridge, Luke Asher Zieg-
wied

Grade Seven
High Honors: Elena Veronica Accomazzo, 

Avery Noelle Bataille, Alaina Grace Bednarz, 
Cameron Allyson Bell, Matthew P. Benedetto, 
Kylie Boris, Evelyn Wallace Bronzi, Sophie Lynn 
Bush, Thomas Richard Case, Emily Winton 
Coffey, Leo Jack Consolo, Avery Grace Cooney, 
Kaiden Decaro, Madeline Helen DeCesare, 
Karina Anne DeGemmis, Meghan Lombard 
England, Kinsley Harlow Guidicelli, Jack Paul 
Gustafson, Evaleen Madison Hart, Sophia Faith 
Kauffman, Camden Brancard Keane, Blake 
Christopher Kjellquist, Theodore Apollo Lotko, 

Seamus Alan Lundie, Juliet F Mastronunzio, 
Kaley Lynn Matson, Hannah Caitlyn Pendarvis, 
Ayden William Perez, Jayden William Perez, 
June Rosalie Ranta, Addison Finley Sherry, Ry-
der Russell Strumskas, Aiden Roger Thompson, 
Myla Joyce Totten, Arthur Alexander Voronkov, 
Brayden Scott Warriner, Morgan Grace Zelin-
sky.

	 Honors: Benjamin Ryan Abraham-
son, Sara Safiya Almoor, Abigail Elizabeth Lee 
Ammermann, Filip Bal, Aedan Barrett, Isabelle 
Hope Bastarache, Ian Joseph Billiel, Lincoln C 
Bister, Hunter Blackman, Kole Hunter Boehm, 
Gianna Ione Bogue, Cameron Matthew Bor-
deaux, Rylan Maxfield Burlingham, Micah 
James Butler, Brady Theodore Daniel Carlson, 
Ayden Lee Carson, Samuel Ching, Alex Con-
gdon, Owen Cotter, Kathryn Marie Davis, Gi-
anna Carol Dei, Elijah Kenyon Delacruz Case, 
Lydia Diana, Henry Adam Diener, Lily Drown, 
Jacob Duchon, Tristan Mathieu Dudas, Ella 
Mary Edele, Joshua Padmanabhan Fitzgerald, 
John Thomas Flahive, Izabella Foster, Adalene 
Louise Furphy, Aria Grace Fuss, Kamden Gayle, 
Vienna Rose Ghirlanda, Arianna Shea Gianoni, 

Davis Gerald Haggerty, Ivan Michael Herr, 
Madison Herrick, William Alan Hills, Tanner 
Noah Jacques;

Jamison Patrick Kiernan, Jase David Alex-
ander Kitchin, Vera Brielle Kluczwski, Jasmine 
Knowles, Elizabeth Grace Ladabouche, Jame-
son Lefebvre, McKenzie Ellen Little, Ellowyne 
Loudenback, Leena Victoria Lunderville, Av-
ery Jane Maidment, Autumn Margaitis, Kari-
na Cenit Mirabal, Teagan Ann Monge, Anna 
May Monroe, Jason Patrick Murray, Khloe Lee 
Noble, Victoria Patricia Olson, Arianna Rose 
Palermo, Chandler Paquette, Joshua Pasternak, 
Gianna Grace Patulak, Gabriel M Perry, Sophia 
Raasumaa Boots, Eliza Rose Reynolds, Liam 
Brennan Rickert, Estelle Riley, Mason A Rivera, 
Autumn Louise Rivers, Santiago Rodriguez, 
Hunter Samuel Rondini, Autumn Ann Scott, 
James Sementa, Ethan Reilly Simkowski, Cam-
eron James Smith, Lucy Carolbeth Sobieralski, 
Emily St. Rock, Brantley David Therrien, Rosa-
lie Ann Trudeau, Hunter Michael Turner, Harp-
er Marie Vargo, Sebastien Waltz, Kade Matthew 
Weeks, Kyla Eva Wolfe, Hailey Corinne Wright, 
Maribelle Ellen Zuzel.

Youth Baseball Spring 
Registration

RHAM Youth Baseball has announced 
2026 spring registration is open, for Little 
League baseball, T-Ball – Seniors.

Registration closes Feb. 22. Evaluations 
will be held for minors and majors on 
March 1. 

To register, visit rhamyouthbaseball.org.

Middle School
Applications, Registration
RHAM Middle School Inquiry Program ap-

plications are being accepted through Feb. 13. 
Information and applications can be found on 
the RHAM Middle School website.

Also, RHAM Middle School incoming sev-
enth grade Registration is open until Feb. 13. 
Directions can also be found on the RHAM 
Middle School website.
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Drama Club to Present Addams Family
The RHAM High School Drama Club will 

present The Addams Family: A New Musical 
Comedy March 5, 6 and 7, at 7 p.m. each night, 
in the RHAM High School auditorium, located 
at 85 Wall Street in Hebron.

This musical brings the eccentric Addams 
family to life with humor, heart, and catchy mu-
sical numbers. The production features an en-
semble of more than 45 student cast members 
and 30 crew members, representing grades 7 
through 12.

“We’re thrilled to showcase the incredible tal-
ent of our students,” said Drama Club Advisor 

Bailey McKiernan. “This production represents 
months of hard work and dedication from our 
entire team.”

Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for students. 
They may be purchased online via the QR code 
on promotional posters, or at tinyurl.com/
rhammusical. Tickets will also be available at 
the door on performance nights.

For more information, contact the RHAM 
High School Drama Club at bailey.mckier-
nan@rhamschools.org or nicole.daigle@rham-
schools.org.

High School Honor Roll
RHAM High School has announced its honor 

roll for the second quarter of the 2025-26 school 
year.

Grade 12
High Honors: Brianna Isis Adu-Poku, Ga-

brien Ryker Allis, Giovanni Louis Assunto, 
Meadow Katherine Mayer Banta, Finn Vincent 
James Blake, Aubrey Elizabeth Brainard, Em-
ily Rachel Churchill, Victoria Ciesla, Brenna 
Grace D’Amico, Patrick Jeremiah Dowd, Har-
ley Anthony Emmons, Fiona Alexa Evans, 
Liam Patrick Galligan, Nicole Lynn Goldstein, 
Clara Charlotte Grove, Ella Maria Hatzikostas, 
Kaitlin Jane Hobin, Cameron Jacques, Jacob S. 
Jarosz-Fenn, Rebecca Lynne King, Tate Cath-
erine Knox-Silvia, Brody Ryan Kokofski, Nina 
Rose Krawczyk, Isabelle Grace Kreamer, Aria 
Rae Lagace, Zoe Eve Lisee, Kenna Alice Mac-
Donald, Aidan Miville McDonald, Christopher 
Jayden Medina, Emerson Claire Melquist, Em-
ily Kay Migliaro, Reese Payton Montstream, 
Carmela Rosina Orfitelli, Sophia Elyse Perkins, 
Jake Brooks Pinkham, Roger P. Pryor, Lindsay 
Rayman, Kaylee Nicole Sandhu, Isabelle M. So-
bieralski, Talula Sarah Stomberg, Emily Grace 
Suroviak, Olivia Louise Talaga, Liam Michael 
Tarallo, Anna Michelle Tartaglione, Julia Kath-
ryn Teodosio, Justin R. Tyrol, Blake Raymond 
VanNostrand, Aimee L. Viele, Makayla Taylor 
Walker, Joshua Bergeron Warren, Alexander 
Maciej Wolski, Marina Anne Wood, Dylan Ja-
cob Young, Cecilia Ann Zito.

Honors: Paolo Nicholas Abrantes, Loghan 
Charles Jordan Aguiar, Zoe Brynn Albert, 
Brooke Victoria Arcari, Ellie Grace Ballard, 
Hailey Mychael Bergeron, Ethan Patrick Bois-
vert, Emily Ann Brauer, Maxwell M. Brophy, 
Cayden James Caplette, Tanner James Cavana-
ugh, Alejandro William Chalfant, Avery Dawn 
Christmas, Natalie Joyce Costello, Maeve El-
len DeDonato, Allison DiBuono-Lemke, Justin 
Noah Dooley, Seth Dunko, Audrey Lee Eckert, 
Douglas Clark Fellman, Daren Thomas Ga-
gnon, Owen Sherman Garner, Isabel Gavrish, 
Alexander Edmund Giaccone, Logan Reed 
Giannelli, Benjamin Thomas Giarrusso, Julia 

Kaylee Gorborino, Brooke Lauren Gorgone, 
Jake Nixon Guerriero, Brayden William Kelly, 
Rosalee Virginia Kathleen Kelly, Mason Kevin 
Kompanik, Alexander David Kowalski, Alexan-
der Jacoby Kusher;

Aidan James Landry, Jason Daniel Larkin-
Colon, Daniel Andres Mantilla, Addison Rae 
Mike, Julian David Monroe, Abigail Lillian Na-
lette, Max Obey, Ryan Victoria Pagani, Reegan 
Leigh Panico, Lucian Giuseppe Paonessa, Ka-
tryna Nichole Paul, Honorah Grace Plourde, 
Zachary Isaac Pugliese, Olivia Sky Ray, Gavin 
Anthony Richards, Brianna Esther Rivera, Paige 
Willow Rosa, Landon Thomas Roy, William Ev-
erett Ryan, Jason Robert Schadtle-Champagne, 
Abigail Elizabeth Simao, Alexandra Slyk, Made-
lyn Elizabeth Stewart, Eli Joshua Strecker, Conor 
Drinan Sullivan, Michael Christopher Thatford, 
Brady William Topulos, Helena August Turk, 
Kimee L. Viele, Jacob Geoffrey Viniconis, Mad-
eleine Mae Weinsteiger, Meredith Emilia Weir, 
Zachary Quinn Wilkie, Cash Curtiss Wilson, 
Lillian Aimee Worthen, Daniel Peter Yeomans, 
Lilah Zern.

Grade 11
High Honors: Yousef Ahmed, Alexa Lauren 

Bech, Kaden Henry Besade, Caleb Matthew Bil-
liel, Rian Grace Calhoun, Samantha Noelle De-
Gray, Candice Rose Fago, Addison May Garner, 
Alexander Francisco Ghirlanda, Marley Sum-
mer Koelling, Edward Liu, Chase J. McLaugh-
lin, Abigail K. Micklich, Kacper Mlodzianows-
ki, Charlotte Jean Moore, Benjamin Aiden 
Morrissey, Bethany Faith Pedro, Laura Pineda, 
Jordan Pinkham, Reagan Marie Stanford, Vivi-
enne Marie Stomberg, Liam James Tresser, Tate 
Wilson, Caroline Faith Ziegwied.

Honors: Lainey Elizabeth Asklar, Alex-
ander Thomas Ayer, Isabella Mae Bangham, 
Derek Edward Barone, Zaira Margaret Bejoy, 
Addison Grace Bell, Julia Benedetto, Sara An-
gela Braunwart, Lucas Alexander Butts, Isabella 
Rose Celona, Olivia Vilas Chicoine, Silas Brian 
Clifton, Brendan M. Connolly, Giovany Cor-
dones, Shawn Isaak Daley, Leah Madison Dana-
her, Danika Jolie Dei, Braeden Driscoll Devine, 

Khloe Jade Dronzank, Areannah Wynter Erazo, 
Justin Espinosa, Ian Robert Fagan, Tyler Far-
relly, Tiernan Adams Fitzsimmons, Julia Caro-
line Fournier, Liana Elizabeth Fox, Rylie Kayla 
Garafolo, Shayla Rome Garrett, Gavin Wade 
Gentile, Hailey Jennifer Golaszewski, Jackson 
David Goyette, Joshua Matthew Guay, Douglas 
Haley, Mark Charles Hall, Mia Elizabeth Hall, 
Brody Anton Harl, Payton Henderson, Michela 
Hines, Ali Irani, Lilah Mae Jacques, Kaylee Mae 
Kauffman, Riley Alexander Kischell, Rebecca 
Bridget Koonankeil, Cally Juel Kopp, Addison 
Lee Krynick, Ava Lynn Lagace, Jayden Louis 
LaVecchia, Addison Elizabeth Lemieux, Liv Ad-
dison Lofmark, Shaelie Evelyn Lowell;

Joseph Robert Mangiafico, Morgan Elizabeth 
McCarthy, Quinn Terrance William McCarthy, 
Reilly Geneva Ming, Ava Moore, Yeziel Morales, 
Juliet Elizabeth Neale, Cooper David O’Keefe, 
Arianna Nicole Olson, Ella-May Owens, Victo-
ria Paslavska, Leala Violeta Pelletier, Jazlyn Mi-
chele Pendleton, Leah Petro, Riel Luis Ramos, 
Shannon Mary Ellen Regan, Jeremy Jacob Ro-
drigues, Logan Kenneth Roulier, Regan Thomas 
Sawyer, Robert Noah Schadtle, Elizabeth Ann 
Sementa, Ashley Madison Shaw, Nathan Daniel 
Solloway, Shelby Szeps, Jack Tarkington, Kelise 
Elizabeth Townsend, London Olivia Victo-
ria VanMeter, Justin Thomas Verrastro, Brody 
Charles Wallace, Liam Lincoln Wallace, Jame-
son Michael Watts, Rachel Lorien Waychoff, 
Jennifer Grace Wheeler, Cara Maye Williams, 
Olivia Marie Wright, Miles Nicholas Yorio.

Grade 10
High Honors: Seren Grace Akerlind, Nicolas 

Andrews Amodeo, Zachary James Braim, Julia 
Marie Celona, Skyler Chism, Grace Catherine 
Chomick, Collin Brian Cooke, Declan Menashi 
Dougherty, Julia Donna Eddy, Cerys Alexia El-
lis, Rowan England, Avery Sienna Fitzgerald, 
Axel Jax Gallagher, Derek Paul Grzybowski, 
Damieano Alanzo Ingenito, Tyler James Kern, 
Taylor Kompanik, Benjamin Henry Kreamer, 
Edward Alan Lammey, Owen Antoni Lotko, 
Madeleine Rose Lundie, David Louis May, So-
phia Nicole McLeod, Sawyer Haiden Mont-
stream, Patrick R Price, Gianna Belle Reynolds, 
Alexander Jay Sandberg, Mason Edward Suro-
viak, John William Tartaglione, Justin Piotr 
Wolski.

Honors: Kevin Edward Barone, Lily Sue 
Barstis, Joanna Mae Biggs, Anna Delvina Black-
man, Mason Anthony Botti, Griffin Quinn 
Bruce Boulet, Elle Lindsey Boutilier, Kylee Le-
anne Brauer, Evan James Brooks, Brady Robert 
Ciotola, Mabel Maureen Collins, Aiden Alan 
Cooney, Audrey Louise Correia, Nadia Couture, 
Mason Olivia Daniels, Emma Darczyn, Charles 
Quentin DeLisle, Calvin Joseph Devine, Jack 
Ira Dougherty, Finley Joseph Benjamin Ecott, 
Charlotte Egan, Grace Nora Ellis, Alexander 
Joseph Elomaa, Charlotte Elsie Emmons, Isabel 
Lucia Fichera, Cameron Matthew Fitzgibbons, 
Lucas James Fortin, Dillon E Gordon, Lyric Lily 
Greenleaf, Leah Marie Haggerty, Kierce August 
Hinckley, Elaina Clare Hulland, Vanessa Chloe 
Johnson, Annalise Jordan, Jake Anthony Ka-
mienski, Wyatt Stasz Kelly, Trevor King, Haley 
Marie Kjellquist, Ava Kathleen Knox, Zephyr 
Kowalski, Amy Elizabeth Kramer;

Kyle David Landry, Joseph Matthew Lanford, 
Ryan Lynn LaVecchia, Kaelyn Avery Loiselle, 
Tyler Aiden Luca, Rebecca Lynn Macierowski, 

Alyson Elinor Margaitis, Sydney Ava Mastro-
cola, Alexander M. Medina, Callan Richard 
Melquist, Isabella Maria Mendoza, Lily Marie 
Meyer, Nathaniel Stanley Moorcroft, Sophie 
Eva Mota, Olivia Blais Passcantell, Sydney Saw-
yer Petit, Michael Joseph Przeszlo, Kimberly 
Rose Reed, Liam Jefferson Roy, Hayden Joseph 
Schultz, Peyton James Sullivan, Brooke Topulos, 
Nevaeh Elizabeth-Ann Van Cott, Ryan Gray 
Veilleux, Krysta Lynn Wallace, Michaela G. 
Winne, Patrick Ryan Wolfgang, Emma Claire 
Wrobel.

Grade Nine
High Honors: Daniel John Abrahamson, 

Gabriel Lewis Accomazzo, Olivia Paige Asklar, 
Sean David James Blake, Elena Sofia Chalfant, 
Arianna Rose Choinski, Angela June DeGray, 
Nathan Michael Giarrusso, Bryce H. Gower, Ki-
ana Louise Hinckley, Alexandra Marie Laven-
burg, Maisey MacDonald LeMay, Katherine Mi-
chelle Manthorne, Viviana Marasiotis, Giuliana 
McLaughlin, Violet Kathleen Meyer, Fallon Lib-
erty Morganson, Angelina Mary Morrissette, 
Claire Probert, Ariana Olivia Ramos, Edith 
Elizabeth Ranta, Carlos Rios, Esteban Leandro 
Sanhueza, Evelyn Grace Stachowiak, Lucas John 
Sulliman, Elizabeth Lynn Thibeault, Tessa Lyn 
Wallace, Liliana Rose Wursthorn, Viola Mae 
Yorio.

Honors: Levi Ackerman, Benjamin Lucas 
Anderson, Olivia Starr Bastarache, Sawyer 
Lee Bedini, Brianna Nicole Boland, Elizabeth 
Shelton Breault, Samantha Mae Buccino, Tyler 
John Burkhardt, Dante Lorenzo Caccamo, Julia 
Ciesla, Ella Grace Clate, Jaclyn Morgan Coffey, 
Andrew Congdon, Joshua Dale Conway, Hai-
ley Madison Cooney, Ryan Porter Costa, Violet 
Marie Curran, Benjamin James Cyr, Anissah-
Lynn Soleil Darius, Carter Davidson, Samantha 
Lee Doucette, Henry Philip Doyle, Noah Paul 
Ekstowicz, Addison Lena Esposito, Gracie Joy 
Flahive, Kalena Noelle Gagnon, Joshua Andrew 
Gonsalves, Roman Joseph Gonzalez, Dylan 
Timothy Hall, Michael Emanuel Hatzikostas, 
Avery Elizabeth Holzer, Jackson Redfield Howe, 
Logan Hurlbut, Anna Marie Itteilag, McKenna 
Marie Kilcollum, Preston Koelling, Autumn 
Rosa LeBlanc, Travis Banks MacDonald, Dylan 
Machowski, Juliet Marie Manthorne, Liam 
Mantilla, Samantha Rose Maxwell, Lyla Grace 
Moraga;

Heather C Nicholson, Lily Anna Nicholson, 
Alaina Marie Nuhfer, Francesca Nicole Orfitelli, 
Katarina Cornelia Paardenkooper, Brayden 
Tyler Pace, Charlotte Amelia Parks, James Pas-
ternak, Daisy Talula Patrizz, Nicolas Anthony 
Peach, Allie Petro, Aubrey Elizabeth Pierini, 
Avery Pomprowicz, Brady Richard Rapelye, 
Isaac Remington, Zachary Brian Reynolds, 
Benjamin Patrick Rivera, Lucas Jackson Rob-
erts, Tyler Ruotolo, Makenna Rusczyk, Jack 
Brice Sankovich, Journey Santana, Kaelyn 
Grace Schmitt, Charlotte Avis Schreier, Jona-
than Sementa, Jackson Timothy Shepard, Ella 
Simao, Brenya Elizabeth Smigala, Sebastian 
Henry Sobieralski, Jacob Sottile, Adeline Anne 
Sponzo, Alexis Liberty St. Onge, Isabella Jose-
phine Stipanov, Hunter R. Talcik, Georgie Tay-
lor, Catherine Thatford, Kaelyn Marie Therrien, 
Nikolas Brooks Ulion, Brynley Veilleux, Emma 
Katherine Viniconis, Elijah Waltz, Kylie Wilson, 
Audrey Elizabeth Wright, Taylor Grace Wright, 
Camryn Rose Zelinsky.

Email your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;30¢ for each additional word.
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;30¢ for each additional word.
 $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ for each additional word for insertion in both the Citizen   
 and the Bulletin.
 $35.00 per week combination rate;30¢ for each additional word for insertion in the Citizen, Bulletin  
 and The Rare Reminder.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin and The Rare Reminder
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Here Comes the Bride – Minnie Mouse!... Jane Muskatallo of Portland took the 
Rivereast to the bridal show at Embasy Suites in Isla Verde, Puerto Rico.

Christmas in Tanzania… Portland residents Shaun Murphy and Ava Washington en-
joyed Christmas 2025 in Tanzania – hanging at the national park at Mount Kilimanjoro.
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BOE Continues Work on Potential School Construction Plan
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Education met on Feb. 5 
for a special meeting dedicated entirely to the 
school construction and renovation plan.

Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton 
presented the school district’s Education Speci-
fication Plan, a document required by the state 
that serves as a “description of the general na-
ture and purpose of the proposed school build-
ing project,” according to the state’s website.	

Board of Education chairperson Laurel Stein-
hauser said that the plan had been developed af-
ter seeking out extensive input from community 
members and educators.

“This time around, after the failed referen-
dum, as you all know,” she said, “we wanted to 
make sure that we had stakeholder input in this 
work, so we put together an ad hoc committee, 
a task force, to provide some input as Charles 
[Britton] was getting ready to work on develop-
ing this document.”

Britton said the plan came together a little 
differently than it might have under other cir-
cumstances. 

“We did this a little bit in reverse,” he said. 
“Technically, we should’ve had the ed spec plans 
and given the ed specs plans to the architects, 
and the architects use the ed specs plans to de-
velop the budget [for the project.] We did it a 
little bit in reverse this time.” 

Britton outlined the basics of a plan that 
would consolidate and renovate the current 
schools. The plan involves: decommissioning 
Brownstone School, with its eventual purpose to 
be determined; renovating Valley View School 

into an elementary school that would serve pre-
K to grade two; renovating Gildersleeve into an 
elementary school serving grades three to five; 
relocating sixth graders to the middle school; 
and finally, replacing the roof and HVAC sys-
tem on the high school, 

“It’s been close to 35 years now that the build-
ings haven’t had significant capital work done,” 
Britton said, adding that the fact that the schools 
are still operating is a testament to the people 
maintaining them, but “they’ve now reached a 
point where we’ve got to do some significant 
work on them because they’ve deteriorated “

Britton said that, as part of the process of 
developing the new plans, he and others on 
the committee went to the community to try 
to determine why the last referendum, which 
had proposed a larger pre-K through grade five 
school, failed. He laid out several community 
concerns, including concerns about school size 
and how that would affect the school’s small 
town feel, traffic concerns, concerns around 
what to do with decommissioned schools, con-
cerns that closing a school would result in the 
loss of a community gym space, concerns about 
the needed HVAC maintenance at the high 
school, and also, the overall lack of effective 
communication about what he described as a 
complicated plan.

“I’m hoping that by identifying the reasons 
that people told us that they didn’t like the pre-
K to five school [plan proposed at the earlier 
referendum],” said Britton, “it gives us a really 
important opportunity to say, ‘We heard you, 

and here’s how this plan addresses those.’”
Steinhauser agreed that identifying the rea-

sons that that community did not respond well 
to the previous plan was “important work.”

Britton said that in addition to figuring out 
what the community disliked about the previ-
ous plan, the committee had sought to deter-
mine what the community did want out of their 
schools. He said that they held focus groups, 
and met with current educators, as well as with 
the Democratic and Republican Town Commit-
tees, to get input.

Key concerns and wants, he said, were “high-
quality academic space,” school security im-
provements, improved indoor air quality and 
HVAC systems, cost efficiency, energy efficient 
buildings, and “schools that can be used by the 
broader community” outside of the academic 
day.

Steinhauser said that the reason the board 
was laying out a proposed plan that would in-
volve a full renovation of Gildersleeve (as op-
posed to just an “alterations only plan”) is that 
“the community would invest 23 million dollars 
plus in alterations and only be able to achieve so 
much. And in five to ten years, we would need 
to come back and ask for more money to sup-
port more work.”

For the Valley View renovation, Britton said 
he estimates that they will receive a roughly 74% 
state reimbursement on the project, due to its 
inclusion of a pre-K classroom and the 5% bo-
nus for participating in the state’s Open Choice 
schools program. Optimistically, Britton said, 

with an additional 15% reimbursement for the 
dedicated special education space, the total re-
imbursement could go up to the “89% range.”

For Gildersleeve, he estimated a roughly 54% 
reimbursement for the entire building from the 
state, but added that that may be higher when 
they add in the additional 15% that will be ap-
plied for the areas used for special education, 
bringing the total up to 69% reimbursement 
from the state for that portion of the project.

Steinhauser said that the town had a “unique 
opportunity.”

“These are the reimbursements we are eli-
gible for this year,” said Steinhauser. “These 
reimbursements may very well not be around 
forever.”

Britton said the hope was to have a town ref-
erendum in May, and then submit a plan to the 
state following that, if it passes. The town would 
have a response from the state by the end of the 
year, and could then get started working with 
architects on more detailed designs. 

Britton said he hoped they could communi-
cate to the community the choice before them.

“Do you want to spend $23 million and get $6 
million [from the state] for a $29 million proj-
ect? Or do you want to spend $23 million and 
get a $52 million project with all of the reim-
bursements from the state?”

The Board of Education will meet for a com-
bined meeting with the Board of Selectmen on 
Feb. 18 to further discuss the schools project at 
5:30 p.m. in the Mary Flood Room of Portland 
Library.
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Selectmen Get Landfill Solar Project Update
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen met on Feb. 4 
for a regularly scheduled meeting. The board 
received an update on a potential solar project 
at the town landfill, and discussed the continu-
ation of the town’s well and water supply devel-
opment work.

Clean Energy Task Force Chairman Andy 
Bauer provided an update on the landfill solar 
project, which has been something the town has 
been proceeding with since 2023, when it was 
first awarded a state incentive to develop the 
project. Bauer was joined by two consultants 
who had worked with the town on the project, 
Rob Klee of Klee Sustainability Advisors and 
Allen Sabins of Commercial Solar Works.

Bauer explained that the town first began 
looking into adding solar at the landfill in 2020 
or 2021, and made a successful application to 
the state in 2023, but since then the project has 
been unable to make it all the way to the finish 
line. The two consultants gave an overview of 
the current challenges that the project was fac-
ing, and the urgency in addressing them, since 
the state award will expire at the end of 2026 if 
the panels are not up and running by then.

A couple of years ago, Klee said, it became 
clear that the project as planned could not pro-
ceed as originally planned without significant 
upgrades from Eversource to the existing power 
grid. There has been back-and-forth discussion 

between solar vendor Greenskies Clean Energy, 
which will install the panels, and Eversource 
about when those upgrades might be made.

“Eversource said they’ll make the upgrades 
in 2024, and then they said they’ll make them 
in 2025, and then we have now most recently 
learned that those upgrades may be pushed to 
2027,” said Klee, adding that “we now see the 
pattern with Eversource.”

Klee and Sabins said that one way to keep the 
project alive would involve reducing the size of 
the solar array so that it generates about one 
third less electricity. That would mean that it 
could proceed without the significant upgrades 
from Eversource. 

The original project, which would have gen-
erated 990kW of power, “was [estimated at] a 
$100K benefit to Portland’s accounts,” said Sa-
bins. He noted that the one third reduction in 
power generation would result in that much 
less savings, but also said there might be a way 
to still get the full benefit: If the town, Green-
skies and Eversource could come to an agree-
ment, the town could still potentially reap the 
full energy savings benefit by coming to a deal 
with Greenskies wherein the company would 
allocate credits from some of its other projects, 
located at other nearby sites, towards Portland.

The board voted unanimously to allow the 
town to proceed with discussions with Green-

skies to figure out if a smaller project might be 
possible.

The board later briefly discussed the Board 
of Education’s school construction plans and 
noted that there would be a special joint Board 
of Selectmen and Board of Education meeting 
on Feb. 18 focused on the topic.

Selectman John Dillon, a Democrat, empha-
sized his support for the project.

“We are in a very unusual time,” he said, add-
ing that new state legislation was providing 
incentives that could go “as high as 80% reim-
bursement” for construction costs.

On the town development front, First Select-
man Mike Pelton gave an update on the Nordic 
Spa, saying the spa had already started inter-
viewing people for jobs and was on track for a 
soft opening in November. Pelton also said that 
the Riverfront Access Project was still running 
on schedule. Town Planner Dan Bourret of-
fered updates on Brainerd Place, assuring board 
members that businesses and tenants were be-
ginning to move in.

The board also discussed the town’s water in-
dependence plans, including the ongoing town 
well exploration and the contract with water 
company MDC.

Dillon expressed his concerns about the 
timeline for the water project, saying he want-
ed a “very detailed timeline with milestones.” 
He worried that there was a tight end date to 
complete the well before the end of the newly 
negotiated MDC contract and said he wanted 
to make sure the town saw any red flags before 
they became a problem.

“We just heard, in a presentation on our so-
lar project, how it just keeps getting pushed 
down the road,” he said. “We don’t have that 
luxury with this situation. Based on the nego-
tiation with MDC, we have a drop-dead date, 
we have to be done.” He added that he thought 
they needed to “start at that drop-dead date and 
work backwards” to develop a detailed timeline. 

Selectman Vinnie Pitruzzello, a Republican, 
agreed, adding that he wants communication 
from whomever at the town “owns” the project 
and echoing Dillon that he wanted clear bench-
marks and a timeline.

“I’m just afraid it’s gonna be, next session, 
it’s gonna be the same thing, same thing, same 
thing,” he said. “I’m not gonna let it go.”

The next Board of Selectmen meeting will be 
a joint meeting with the Board of Education on 
Feb. 18.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) Executive Board is now taking ap-
plications for the group’s annual scholarships 
to be awarded to Middlesex County students 
pursuing a career in music or nursing. In its 
35-year history, MHVC has awarded over 
$90,000 in scholarship money.

Applicants must have been accepted at an 
accredited college or university with one of 
these majors. The Review Committee will 
consider academic record, extracurricular 
and community service activities, the stu-

dent’s ability to articulate his/her career goals 
and the recommendations of the references. 
The scholarships will be paid directly to the 
recipients at the spring concert which will be 
held on Saturday, May 2, at Portland High 
School.

All applications must be postmarked by 
Saturday, March 14, and can be obtained at 
Middlesex County high school guidance of-
fices or by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you 
would like to make a donation to the scholar-
ship fund, visit the website.

‘Chill for Change’ Returns Feb. 28
The Northern Middlesex YMCA and Camp 

Ingersoll will hold the 12th annual Chill for 
Change, a winter fundraiser benefiting camp 
scholarships and life-changing camp experi-
ences, on Saturday, Feb. 28.

Chill for Change challenges participants to 
“Chill” by jumping into the icy waters of Jobs 
Pond – and create “Change” by raising funds 
that provide camp scholarships for children 
who otherwise could not attend.

YMCA Camp Ingersoll is a 77-acre outdoor 
center located on the shores of Jobs Pond in 
Portland, at 94 Camp Ingersol Rd. 

All jumpers must preregister, and must be 

age 14 or older. Awards will be given for Best 
Costume, Best Team Theme, 	 B i g g e s t 
Pig Sty (most funds raised by a team), and Big-
gest Piggy Bank (most funds raised by an indi-
vidual). Also, the top individual fundraiser will 
receive a free session of camp – which can be 
redeemed by your own family or gifted to some-
one else. 

Register, donate, or form a team at campIng-
ersoll.org – click on ‘Chill for Change.’

For more information, contact Ben Silliman 
at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-2267, or 
look for YMCA Camp Ingersoll on Facebook.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, Feb. 16, for Presidents Day.  

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held or if the library 
is open.

Children’s Programs: Winter Reading is 
AFOOT!: Runs through Saturday, Feb. 28. 
Visit the library and you’ll find a series of chal-
lenges. Register to become an official detective 
and check out the bulletin board each time you 
visit to see what mysteries are in need of solving. 
Complete the challenge and update your badge. 
If you complete at least three of the six chal-
lenges, you’ll receive a small prize. The library 
will also offer a number of mystery-related pro-
grams in the winter months.

Snow Day at the Library: Tuesday, Feb. 17, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Drop in during the day for a va-
riety of snow day fun. Practice ice skating, have 
a snowball fight, create some winter-themed 
crafts, and sip on some hot cocoa. No registra-
tion is required. Also, the Portland Lions will be 
on site to conduct free KidSight Vision Screen-
ings at the library from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. – no ap-

pointment required.
Adult Programs: Winter Reading Is Afoot: 

Runs through Saturday, Feb. 28. Visit the library 
throughout January and February and the li-
brary will give you some magnifying glasses 
to fill in with the books you read. Once you’ve 
read 6 books, you will have completed the chal-
lenge and will win a small prize. Everyone who 
completes the challenge will be entered into a 
drawing. The winner will select a book (up to a 
$40 value) to be added to the library’s collection.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 1 p.m. The Long Call by Ann 
Cleeves will be discussed. Talk About Books: 
Tuesday, March 3, 1 p.m. Tell Me Everything by 
Elizabeth Strout will be discussed. 1st Thursday 
Night Book Club: Thursday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane will be dis-
cussed.

Art Exhibit Reception – Portland Perspec-
tives by Nancy Brault and Sarah Weeden: 
Saturday, Feb. 21, 1 p.m. This photo exhibit is 
a study of Portland’s walking trails, riverfront, 
bridge, Main Street, and other unique views of 
everyday Portland. The exhibit runs through 
Feb. 28. 

“Circle for Change” with Cultivating Jus-
tice: Tuesday, Feb. 24, 6 p.m. Community mem-
bers will role play how the current probation 
system impacts everyone, not just those who are 
directly involved in the Connecticut criminal 
justice system. Co-sponsored by the Committee 
on Solidarity. Dinner will be provided, so RSVP 
through the link on the library calendar.

No March Movie: Due to scheduling conflicts 
there will be no Wednesday afternoon movie in 
March, but stay tuned for more information 
about upcoming special screenings of Hamil-
ton (2020; rated PG-13), which will be shown 
in honor of America’s 250th birthday. Run time 
is 160 minutes.

February ‘Love’ Book Sale
The Friends of Portland Library group is 

sponsoring a used book sale in the Second-
Hand Prose Bookshop at the Portland Library 
during regular library hours. 

There is a large selection of books for those 
who love art, cooking, or gardening and several 
new choices for puzzle lovers. There are also fic-
tion, romance, teen, and children’s used books 
as well as DVDs. Books are 50 cents for paper-
backs and children’s books, $1 for trade paper-
backs and $2 for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents 
each disc and puzzles are $5 unless marked oth-
erwise.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. 

All proceeds benefit programs funded by 

the Friends, such as the Library’s Museum Pass 
Program, children and adult programs, and the 
library’s DVD collection. 

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

Historic House Plaque Program 
The Portland Historical Society is offer-

ing a new Historic House Plaque Program for 
homeowners and businesses (that own historic 
houses) located in Portland. The purpose of this 
program is to honor the history of the town and 
to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. The Society is working to spread 
the belief that historic houses deserve to be rec-
ognized.

In the 1980s, the society originally offered the 
Historic House Plaque Program for houses that 
were included in the book The History and Ar-
chitecture of Portland, published by the Greater 
Middletown Preservation Trust. Many historic 
houses in Portland have displayed these plaques 
for many years, but quite a few are now weath-
ered or may even be missing. Should you have 
any questions about your house, please contact 
us. The History and Architecture of Portland 
book is available in the reference area of the 
Portland Library.

The society is rolling this project out in phas-
es. During this first phase, a new plaque will be 
provided for a cost of $100 each for houses on 
the original historic houses list. The new house 
plaques will be like the original ones, measuring 
10” x 20” x 0.75” but will be made from PVC 

and will include the house’s year of construc-
tion, the name of the original owner, drilled 
holes, and stainless-steel screws for installation 
on the front of your house. The society will also 
provide a copy of the description and photo of 
your house. The plaque is a recognition of the 
history of your house and carries no legal pro-
tections or restrictions on the property.

Depending on the response to this first phase, 
a second phase will be announced adding hous-
es and businesses located in historic buildings 
not included in The History and Architecture of 
Portland.

To order your plaque, please submit a com-
pleted application, along with the $100 fee, and 
a member of the society will contact you to 
discuss the details specific to your house. The 
application is available on the society’s website, 
www.portlandhistsoc.org. 

Submit your application to: Portland-
plaqueprogram@gmail.com or mail it to: Port-
land Historical Society, attn Plaque Program, 
P.O. Box 98, Portland CT 06480. More details 
can be found on the society’s website.

Please allow 6-8 weeks for the processing of 
each application. 

Exchange Club
Bingo Night 

The Portland Exchange Club will hold 
its next Bingo Night Thursday, Feb. 19, at 

Concentric Brewing, located at 91 Main 
St. Card sales start at 6 p.m., and games 
start at 7.

Admission is $20 for four cards to be 
used for all 10 games with prizes for the 
winner of each game.  Cash, credit and 
debit cards will be accepted.  Proceeds 
from the night will go toward Portland 
Food Bank. 

 For more information, go to www.port-
landexchange.org.

Parking Ban
During Storms

The town has announced a parking ban will 
be in effect for all storms this winter season to 
allow highway crews to properly clear and treat 
the roads.

The ban will be in effect for any amount of ac-
cumulating ice or snow. Please make sure your 
vehicles are moved off the roadway at least two 
hours before a storm has been forecast to start.

Vehicles are to remain off the roadway for at 
least four hours after the storm has ended or 
until crews have completed their final plowing. 
Vehicles not moved may be towed at the owner’s 
expense.

First Congregational 
Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland, 
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

This Sunday, Feb. 15, Cooke will preach on 
the topic “Salt and Light.”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary-aged children will 
meet for Church School in the newly renovated 
classroom, and the middle school class will meet 
in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will 
enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
IT

10
-2

2-
20

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 3/15/26 02
05

26

Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457

Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372
SUNDAY:

9:30 am Sunday School - all ages 
10:45 am Morning Worship
6:30 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent • Bible Centered • Christ Exalting

For information or spiritual help, please call or write.
“A friendly church where you’re a stranger only once!”

BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day. 
BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103

WHAT DO YOU DO? Complain, clam up, or commence your OWN
solution? God says, it is “NOT by works of righteousness which we have
done” (Titus 3:5) and “there is NO king saved by the multitude of a host: a
mighty man is NOT delivered by much strength” (Psalm33:16).

If we try painting the well it does not change the water. Every time we
work the pump we bring up more of the same water. As we draw upon our
own human resources, they are never more than our own human resources. Our
working cannot rise above its own level. “But to him that WORKETH NOT, but
BELIEVETH on Him that justifieth (act of declaring a person righteous) the
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5). “For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: NOT
OF WORKS, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). “Ye that fear the
LORD, trust in the LORD: He is their help and their shield...He will bless them
that fear the LORD, both small and great” (Psalm 115:11,13).

WHERE DO YOU GO? Family, friends or follow your OWN course?
God says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end there
of are the ways of death” (Proverbs 16:25). “Seek ye the Lord while He may
be found, call ye upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). “But WITHOUT
FAITH it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that HE IS, and that HE is a rewarder of them that DILIGENTLY SEEK
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). “And ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

“I, even I, am the Lord and beside ME there is NO SAVIOUR.... I am the
first, and I am the last; and beside ME there is NO GOD” (Isaiah 43:11; 44:6).
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22).

WHAT DO YOU FIND? Your OWN insufficiency or GOD’S SAVING
SUFFICIENCY?

I cannot, but GOD CAN!
I know not, but GOD KNOWS!
I have not, but GOD HAS!

I will (or, I will not) bend my knees and look to the Lord Jesus Christ to
be saved, secured and satisfied. “For whosoever shall CALL upon the NAME
of the LORD shall be SAVED” (Romans 10:13).

He invites you to come and to rely upon HISWORD and
HISABILITY to SAVE and to KEEP you.

“…nowhere
else to go.”
Abraham Lincoln met crises on his knees! During the
CivilWar he once said, “I have been driven many times
to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had
no where else to go. My own wisdom and that of all
about me seemed insufficient for the day.”

02
25

cm

6:30

AARP Tax Return Prep
AARP Tax Return Preparation will be avail-

able by appointment every Wednesday through 
April 8 at the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 
7 Waverly Ave. This service is free and open to 
everyone, not only to senior citizens. 

Bring your tax return from last year, an ID, 
and your Social Security card if you have one. 
Additionally, fill out and bring form 13614-C 
to your appointment – copies of this form are 
available for pickup at the senior center. Make 

sure you have all your paperwork before sched-
uling your appointment. All appointments are 
on Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 

If there is inclement weather conditions and 
Portland schools are closed, you will be contact-
ed to reschedule. Call 860-342-6761 to schedule 
your appointment. 

New this year: Due to IRS changes, refunds 
will only be issued by direct deposit; paper 
checks will not be given.

‘The Fight for Freedom & Equality’
On Saturday, Feb. 21, from 2-4 p.m., a special 

program entitled “Voices of Portland – The Fight 
for Freedom & Equality: From 1776-2026” will 
be held at the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

Speakers will include Jesse Nasta, John Mills, 
students from Portland High School, and repre-
sentatives from the Middlesex County NAACP.

Attendees will hear about Black soldiers from 
Portland CT who fought in the Revolutionary 
War. They will also hear about Portland residents 
who enlisted in CT’s 29th and 30th colored regi-
ments during the Civil War, and will learn about 
Portland’s connections to the NAACP, where 
the Portland-Middletown Chapter was created 
in 1946 with Portland resident Roosevelt Steele 
as its first president.

John Mills of Alex Breanne Corporation will 

speak about Prince Mortimer, of Middletown, 
and Jesse Nasta, PhD of Wesleyan University 
will discuss Middletown abolitionists, their 
connection to Cross Street Church and the Un-
derground Railroad, and information about the 
Beman Triangle in Middletown. There will be 
presentations from Portland High School stu-
dents as well.

The event is sponsored by the Portland His-
torical Society, the Middlesex County Historical 
Society, Portland’s 250th Committee, Public Li-
brary and Committee on Solidarity in celebra-
tion of Black History Month.

Everyone is welcome and refreshments will 
be served. Registration is recommended but not 
required, at: portlandlibraryct.org/voices-of-
portland.

Holiday Closing
The Portland town offices will be closed 

Monday, Feb. 16, in observation of Presi-
dents Day.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School has announced kinder-

garten registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  

Mahjong Practice Group
A meet-up for learning and practicing Mah-

jong meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St, 
Portland.

All player levels, including novice, are wel-
come. The game is played by NMJL rules. 

For more information, contact Ginger LaBel-
la at gingerlabella@gmail.com or 860-759-0935. 
Novices requiring instruction should notify La-
Bella before attending so she can plan accord-
ingly. 
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Portland Seeks Community Involvement in POCD Revision
By Anne Lilburn

Portland is in the process of revising its Plan 
of Conservation and Development (POCD), 
and Town Planner Dan Bourret wants residents 
to know that their voices matter.

The POCD is a comprehensive planning doc-
ument that every municipality in Connecticut 
is required to have. The document is a long-
range plan that serves as a blueprint for how the 
town wants to develop and grow over the next 
decade. Every 10 years, it is rewritten and rede-
signed based on community input.

Portland has partnered with planning consul-
tancy Tyche to write the plan, and the town is 
currently in the process of gathering community 
input. Residents can contribute their thoughts 
via a survey, which is currently available on the 
town’s website or at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
portlandpocd, and they will also have the op-
portunity to attend an upcoming community 
session on March 7 where they will be able to 
share their opinions and work to develop com-
munity goals around topics such as housing, 

economic development, transportation, open 
space, history and culture, natural resources 
and sustainability.

Jeremy DeCarli, a senior planner at Tyche 
who is working on Portland’s plan, said that 
Portland faces some challenges that affect all 
communities in the region, such as an aging 
population and issues with what he termed “at-
tainable” (as opposed to affordable) housing 
stock. While “affordable housing” may be re-
quired to meet specific income and rent guide-
lines, “attainable” housing refers to housing that 
community members can find and afford, and 
that is appropriate to their living situations.

At a recent Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion meeting, DeCarli said, the POCD team 
heard from representatives from the Housing 
Authority and the Senior Center. He said that, 
based on what he has heard, the town will defi-
nitely need to consider both the need for afford-
able housing units for older people, as well as 
community needs surrounding “planning for 

aging in place.” He said that means things like a 
fixed route bus system, a thriving senior center 
and commercial development that makes it eas-
ier for seniors to get around may be items which 
the town wants to prioritize.

At that Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting, Carolina Diaz, director of the Housing 
Authority, told the commission that there was a 
3-8,000 person waiting list for the town’s afford-
able housing units, indicating a high demand. 
With that said, DeCarli and Bourret both em-
phasized that Portland’s housing stock is rela-
tively diverse compared to other surrounding 
communities, with a mix of single family and 
multi-family units in a range of sizes. Bourret 
said that Brainerd Place would help meet some 
of those goals, although units were market rate.

Tyche Associate Planner Johneil Clarke said 
that, when it comes to the decennial rewriting 
of a town’s POCD, “the most helpful part is the 
community input.” She said some things that 
stood out to her when listening to community 
members included a focus on parks and recre-
ation, with residents wanting to enhance facili-
ties for youth sports and community participa-
tion, as well as a general emphasis on youth 
involvement in the town’s planning process. She 
said that there were plans to get the POCD sur-

vey to high school students so that they could 
contribute their voices to the community’s 
growth plans.

Clarke emphasized the importance of resi-
dents making their voices heard so that they can 
steer development in ways that work for them 
and their futures.

“It’s the town’s plan,” she said. “It’s not devel-
opment or no development, it’s a spectrum.”

For residents who are eager to get involved in 
the POCD development process, there will be a 
community meeting on March 7 from 10 a.m.-
noon at the Senior Center. The Tyche represen-
tatives said they expected the event to involve a 
general information session, followed by smaller 
breakout groups, where residents would be able 
to offer up their hopes and concerns in differ-
ent topic areas, such as housing, open space and 
economic development. They said there would 
be maps available for residents to place stickers 
indicating areas where they would like to see 
different things happening in the community.

Both DeCarli and Clarke said they were eager 
to listen to community concerns, as did Bour-
ret. Bourret said that the plan would likely be 
done and submitted to the state by the end of 
the summer.

Despite the cold weather, there was a strong turnout for the Youth Basketball Free-
Throw Contest held by the Portland Knights of Columbus on Jan. 30 at Brownstone 
Intermediate School.

KoC Holds Free-Throw Contest
The Portland Knights of Columbus Freestone 

Council 7 held its annual Youth Basketball Free-
Throw Contest on Friday, Jan. 30, at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School gymnasium. Despite 
the cold weather, there was a good turnout for 
the event.

Medals were awarded to the top finishers in 
their age and gender groups on the basis of 15 
free-throw attempts.

Top finishers for the girls were: Chelsea Mac-

donald age 9; Portia Coronella age 11; and Tay-
lor Sobieski age 13. For the boys, top finishers 
were: Evan Burdick, age 9; Christian Roigno, 
age 10; Liam Xiao, age 11; Mason Downing, age 
12; and Timothy Bolstridge, age 13. 

The Knights of Columbus state finals compe-
tition will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, 
at St. Paul Catholic High School, 1001 Stafford 
Ave., Bristol.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Youth Virtual Golf Clinics at Chris Cote’s 
Golf Shop: One-night clinics are offered on 
Wednesdays, Feb. 25 and March 11, from 5-6 
p.m. Clinics taught by PGA Golf Professional 
Kevin Telford.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes with Miss Ali-
cia: Various programs are available for partici-
pants as young as 13 months old.

Winter Break Art Program by Abraka-
doodle: Tuesday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m.-noon, in the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center. Kids ages 
5-12 are invited to come create a penguin and 
snowman celebration.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public 
School System. Membership registration is now 
open for the 2025-2026 school year.

Plug Into Your Imagination Art Program 
by Abrakadoodle: Mondays, March 9-30, at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center. Kids ages 
5-12 are invited to explore new media such as 
video game art, rice painting, newspaper water-
color and a sculpture made with straws.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Rec. is accepting donations for benches 
and trees at the Portland Recreational Complex. 
If interested in dedicating a bench or tree, call 
Andy for more information at 860-342-6757.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-

dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball: Tuesdays 
through April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. This program is free to Portland 
residents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Spring Offerings: A Multi-Sport Program 
at Riverfront Park, Junior Golf Workshops 
for various grade levels, and Ladies Spring 
Golf Clinics for beginners and intermediates 
are coming in April and May; watch for more 
details. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is Feb. 23.

AARP Tax Return Preparation:  Wednes-
days through April 8, 9 a.m.-noon. The service 
is free, but an appointment is required. 

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 2/16: Center closed 
for Presidents Day.

Tuesday, 2/17: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – to donate light fleece for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: turkey 
meatball parm sub, potato wedges, mixed veg-
etables, chocolate chip cookie, string cheese, 
orange cup; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Set-
back, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., fee is dona-
tion to instructor. 

Wednesday, 2/18: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-Hooking 

Group, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. 
Thursday, 2/19: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.; 

Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill 
out form). Menu: chicken Francese, roll and 
butter, broccoli, string cheese, pears; Mahjong 
(FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 2/20: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 
10:30-11:15 a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instruc-
tor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, programs are 
free and registration is required. Monday, Feb. 
16: Closed for Presidents Day. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18: Shopping Trip to Rocky 
Hill: Walmart, Stop & Shop, T.J. Maxx and Mar-
shalls, followed by lunch of choice. Leave the 
center at 10 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

Friday, Feb. 20: CT Flower & Garden Show. 
Admission at the door is $20.80. There is a $5 
ride fee. Leave the center at 9 a.m. 

Monday, Feb. 23: There will be a monthly 
technology workshop at 11 a.m. A range of 
technology topics will be discussed. 

Monday, Feb. 23: Hair by Jessica. A traveling 
hairstylist comes to the center each month to fix 
up your do. Men’s/women’s shampoos, cuts and 
styling will be offered. Call Jessica to make your 
appointment at 860-751-9215.

Wednesday, Feb. 25: Lunch at Lenny & Joe’s. 
Leave the center at 11 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee, 
and you pay for your own meal.

Knights to Hold Baby Shower
The Council 7 Knights of Columbus will 

conduct its 14th annual Baby Shower on the 
weekends of Feb. 21-22 and Feb. 28-March 1. 
All items donated in the Rosary Room at the 
Church of St. Mary in Portland will be shared 
with Birthright of Meriden.

Birthright continues to provide a range of 
support services for expectant and new moth-
ers. Some of the services are no-cost, non-
judgmental pregnancy testing, prenatal health 
care, and maternity and baby supplies. 

Suggested new items should be unwrapped, 
include: diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, 
bibs, bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, sham-

poo, bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb & 
brush sets, socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, 
blanket sleepers, crib sheets, sweaters, hats, 
diaper bags, booties, etc. 

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available, and gratefully received.  Do-
nations can also be mailed to Freestone Coun-
cil, P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.

 Brother Knight David Shovlin commented, 
“This activity puts action into the Knights of 
Columbus’s support of those mothers who 
choose life.”

For further information, call David at 860-
342-4259. 

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church will offer “Ashes to Go” on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 18, from 7-9 a.m. and 4-5:45 
p.m. Simply drive into the driveway in front of 
the church to receive a blessing and ashes. In ad-
dition, the church will have an Ash Wednesday 

service at 6 p.m.
 The church is open for prayer and medita-

tion, and the church office is open, from 2-4 
p.m. each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading ses-
sions are held at this time as well; all are wel-
come. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th 

Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at 
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9 
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will 
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of 
2026’s Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-
mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, 

Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Marc Coman, Amy 
Dooley Lockmer, Richard Kearney, Laura Kl-
emba, Richard Pawoiczik, Mark Pierini, Frank 
Sanchez, Thomas Savage, Cameo Thorne Smith, 
or Kevin Tolman is asked to email Mary Linda 
Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com or 
message her on Facebook: Portland high class 
76.

Classmates can also verify current contact 
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz. 
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STAY READY FOR WINTER WEATHER
SO YOU & YOUR VEHICLE

DON'T GET STUCK IN THE COLD!
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26Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 2/28/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check 
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Schedule your appointments online at portlandautomotive.com from the warmth ofyour home or office!

$20.00 OFF BRAKES
Offer Ends 2/28/2026
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Local Goalie Honored, Headed South

Portland’s Andrew Sobieski (middle) was one of eight boys soccer players in the 
state to be selected All-American by United Soccer Coaches. Sobieski is flanked by 
Oguchi Onyewu to his right and Paul Payne, the President of the United Soccer 
Coaches, to his left.  

By Josh Howard
Andrew Sobieski, of Portland, was selected as 

a high school All-American by United Soccer 
Coaches last month. 

He was one of eight boys soccer players in the 
state to earn the distinguished honor.  

Sobieski, a senior at Xavier High School, was 
a standout goalie for the Falcons soccer team in 
Middletown this past fall. He allowed only five 
goals in the regular season (16 games) and post-
ed 13 total shutouts, including one in the state 
tournament.   

“It’s a huge honor,” Sobieski said of the All-
American label. “It’s not something I take as a 
personal award – it’s more of a team award and 
it’s definitely not something I could have accom-
plished without my backline in front of me and 
the rest of the team as well.”

Along with being dubbed an All-American, 
Sobieski was also selected as All-New Eng-
land, All-State by the Connecticut High School 
Coaches Association (CHSCA), Southern Con-
necticut Conference (SCC) first-team, and was 
named as the SCC Player of the Year.

Most impressively, he racked up this resume 
in his first and only season playing on the high 
school soccer fields.

Prior to his senior year at Xavier, Sobieski 
played club soccer at Oakwood — based in 
Portland and Glastonbury — during his first 
three high school years.   

Sobieski said he made the decision to play his 
final year at Xavier because he wanted one last 
chance to play with the players that he cut his 
teeth with during youth. 

“These were the guys I grew up playing with 
at Sporting CT in Middletown,” he reflected. 
“I’ve known them since I was 8 or 9 years old, 
and they are close friends. I knew they’d have 
my back and I’d have theirs.”

Xavier head coach Brian Fitzgerald said the 

addition of Sobieski this past fall was a pleasant 
surprise, from both a production and leadership 
standpoint.   

“The guys were thrilled to have him [and] he 
became a leader on and off the field that the kids 
looked up to,” added Fitzgerald. “They knew his 
pedigree and they knew what he would bring to 
the table.”

Sobieski delivered with 56 total saves in 2025, 
heading a young defensive unit that decreased 
their goals allowed by 65% from the previous 
season.

“He made some saves in games that were 
spectacular, but we expected him to do it be-
cause he did it so regularly in practice and in 
training,” recalled Fitzgerald. “He takes it per-
sonally if a goal goes in. He’s a competitor, he 
hates to lose, and he puts in that extra work.” 

Sobieski became the second Xavier soccer 
player in program history to be named All-
American, joining Diego Canellas (2024). 

Following his high school graduation in May, 
the decorated keeper will embrace his next chal-
lenge at the collegiate level where he has com-
mitted to play Division I soccer for the Dol-
phins at Jacksonville University. 

After exploring his opportunities at sev-
eral colleges — which included Duke, Cornell, 
UMass, and Quinnipiac — Sobieski noted that 
the program in the Sunshine State was the right 
fit for his personality.  

“I wanted to find a spot where I could develop 
and where I would be able to thrive in a team 
environment,” explained Sobieski, who added 
he had an instant rapport with JU’s goalkeep-
er coach Michael Garrihy. “I could tell while 
watching training down there that it was a very 
well-connected group that they had very good 
chemistry.” 

Sobieski’s college soccer dreams started when 
he first stepped onto the local field in Portland 

and over the years, his passion continued to 
grow. 

He said the lessons he has learned through 
youth, club, and at Xavier have helped prepare 
him for his next stop, noting, “I was able to grow 
as a person and as a player at each spot.”

Protecting the net has also been a part of So-
bieski’s journey since day one. In youth he split 
time between being a netminder and field play-
er before settling into his permanent position in 
goal at Oakwood.

Once at Oakwood he became part of Goal 
Keeper Union (GKU), a group of goalies at the 
local club that trained together in an effort to 

maximize their talents.      
“It’s a unique position and we all supported 

each other,” he explained. “It takes a lot of dis-
cipline to be a goalkeeper and that discipline is 
something that I base my whole life around – 
whether that is school, soccer, weight-lifting, or 
my personal relationships.”

Off the field, Sobieski has been just as im-
pressive, maintaining a 4.0 GPA. He was also a 
member of Science Honors Society, Social Stud-
ies Honors Society, English Honors Society, and 
Spanish Honors Society, along with logging 
over 65 service hours during his tenure at Xavi-
er High School. 

Dean’s List
Alexander Dawson of Portland made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
Portland resident Colin Wallace made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 

William St. All are invited to participate in 
worship. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday wor-
ship each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for chil-
dren ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first 
and third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-
11:15 a.m. For more information, call Sylvia 
LeShane at 860-342-0658. 

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald Mc-

Donald “House that Love Built,” support-
ing families with seriously ill children. Zion 
recycles computer ink cartridges to support 
office supplies for Sunny Hill Preschool and 
Zion. Pull tabs and used ink cartridges may 
be dropped off at the church on Sunday 
morning, or by calling the church office.

For more information about any church 
activities, or if you are in need of pastoral 
assistance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lu-
theran@snet.net, or visit zionlutheranport-
land.org.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited 
to attend. The group meets each month on the 
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall 
and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the rosary 

room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966 
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
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Cash
Check

and now 

860-267-0431
accepting Credit Cards

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Town Council Hears About Snow Removal Challenges
By Anne Lilburn	

The Town Council met Tuesday and dis-
cussed the finalized version of its contract with 
the police union, received subcommittee up-
dates, and heard from the town manager and 
public works director about snow removal costs 
and challenges. 

Both Republican council members, Ted Hintz 
and Tim Feegel, were absent for the relatively 
short meeting.

With East Hampton experiencing a harder 
winter than in recent years, Town Manager 
David Cox updated the council on the town’s 
snow removal situation. Cox said that the public 
works department’s overtime budget is current-
ly $65,000, but that currently, the town had al-
ready spent over $123,000 on overtime. He said 
that was due to the department responding to 
26 adverse weather events since November, in-
cluding the large snowfall from a few weeks ago.

“That event alone, that main response, cost 
about $25,000 in overtime,” he said. “That’s 
about $800 an hour to respond to that particu-
lar event.” 

Cox noted that snowstorms sometimes 
happen on Sundays, holidays and after usual 
hours, and said that crews had worked 36 hours 
straight in that storm to clear roads.

Both Cox and Public Works Director Matt 
Walsh also discussed the challenges posed by 
the regional road salt shortage. The town has 
had a salt order in since before Martin Luther 
King Day, said Walsh, but has only been receiv-
ing it in small amounts, which means Public 
Works has had to mix it with sand and use it 
sparingly.

“So what happens when you have a snow-
storm and you can’t go out and pre-treat the 
road with salt, is that the snow and ice actually 
sticks to the pavement,” said Walsh, adding that, 
when that happens, “you can plow it and plow it 
and plow it, but the plow actually rides up over 

the snow and ice that’s stuck to the pavement, 
so it gives this appearance like we haven’t been 
there or like we’re not doing our job out there, 
and it just makes for a not nice finished effect.

“I think we’ve all kind of gotten used to the 
black roads,” he added, “[where] you know, eight 
hours after the storm, everything looks great 
and it looks like the highway, and you know, un-
fortunately, without the salt, it doesn’t look like 
that, so it’s kind of back to the way it was in the 
’80s and ’90s before we went to straight salt.”

Cox asked the community for patience, say-
ing he knew that some residents had felt that 
snow removal hadn’t been done quickly enough.

“These are human beings,” he said, “and they 
work, for that one event, 36 hours straight, and 
then get an evening off, and then they’re back at 
it the next morning moving snow.”

Council member Dean Markham, a Demo-
crat, said he knew some members of the public 
were unhappy, but that “[Public Works employ-
ees] have my vote of confidence.”

“Anybody who has dealt with ice and that 
quantity of snow should know better,” he said, 
“and it’s not like our employees are purposely 
leaving snow on that road bed. They’re dedi-
cated, they’re working hard, and I hear them 
as they go by my house at two or three in the 
morning.”

* * *
On the police union contract, Cox updated 

the council on changes and updates to the cur-
rent labor agreement. Cox had briefed the coun-
cil on the same topic at the prior meeting, where 
they had asked for time to review the document. 
At the most recent meeting, he outlined some 
of the major changes, which he said were made 
with the goal of “mak[ing] East Hampton an at-
tractive place to work so we can compete for the 
very few people who are interested in being po-
lice officers and that we can continue to fill our 

open positions.”
The new contract, he said, made officers eli-

gible for retirement after 20 years, added an an-
nual cost of living adjustment beginning at 62 
years old, and added a provision that allows new 
hires who come to the department with service 
either as police officer or veteran to purchase up 
to five years of “experience” to either boost their 
starting pay or shorten the time needed before 
retirement. The council voted unanimously to 
approve the contract.

Following the police contract, council mem-
bers provided updates on their subcommittee 
assignments. Council member Jack Solomon, 
a Democrat, gave the update from East Hamp-
ton’s America 250 committee, which plans how 
the town will celebrate the nation’s 250th anni-
versary. Solomon said that the town was hop-
ing to participate in a July 4 parade that would 
take place in Middletown, where communities 
from throughout the county and region would 
be participating. He said that the committee 
was looking for volunteers, and emphasized 
that they wanted townspeople, not just the town 
government, to represent East Hampton.

“We don’t want it to be the council or the 
town government itself,” he said. “We want its 
people participating, and so we’d like volun-
teers.” He said that anyone interested should 
contact either himself or Kevin Reich.

Council member Karen Wanat, a Democrat, 
provided an update on the town’s redesign of 
its Plan of Conservation and Development. 
She reminded residents about the community 
survey, which was available online, and encour-
aged them to fill it out. She also reminded them 
about two upcoming community input sessions 

taking place next week on Feb. 18 and 19. The 
first, on the 18th, will focus on the village center 
revitalization plan, while the other will focus on 
infrastructure, including sewers and water. Both 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall.

Richard Knotek, a Democrat, provided an up-
date from the firehouse site committee and said 
that the committee was making excellent prog-
ress. He said that they had posted a request for 
proposal to several consulting firms and hosted 
seven firms for a walk through of the firehouse 
sites. He said they would be reviewing propos-
als from the firms on Friday. He added that he 
was “very proud” of the committee for its fast, 
productive work, calling them “very dedicated 
people.”

The council also heard an overall update from 
Cox. He said the town was once again applying 
for a federal grant that would cover costs associ-
ated with its youth drug and alcohol prevention 
program. The town had received this grant for 
the past five years, and was applying for a sec-
ond phase. 

Cox said that the town had actually started 
this reapplication process a while back, but 
that “the CDC and the federal government sort 
of took about three quarters of a fiscal year off 
[and] decided not to award those grants a year 
or so ago.” He noted, though, that now the CDC 
and government are getting back to awarding 
the grants. He said that the application would 
go in this week, and said he was hopeful that the 
town would see continued funding.

* * *
The council’s next regular meeting is sched-

uled for Tuesday, Feb. 24.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for February:  Cynthia 
Minichino from Glastonbury.  Her work can be 
seen during regular library hours. There will be 
an artist reception Tuesday, Feb. 17, from 4 to 6 
p.m. All are invited to come meet the artist and 

view her work. Refreshments will be served. 
Chatham Chess Club: Wednesday, Feb. 18, 

6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels welcome, and 
lessons are available. For more information, 
email pjhoffman1@juno.com.

 Open Mic Night: Friday, Feb. 20, 6-8 p.m. 
Come and share your talent or just listen and en-
joy.  Performers, please call the library to sign up. 

Foundry Saxophone Quartet: Sunday, Feb. 
22, 2 p.m.  Enjoy an afternoon of folk, jazz, and 
modern standards with these musicians who met 
at the Hartt School of Music and have been per-
forming together ever since.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, weav-
ing, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Accepting Entries for Art Contests
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Aux-

iliary 5095 is now accepting entries for its 
annual 2025-26 Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art and 3-Dimensional Patriotic 
Art scholarship competitions. These scholar-
ships are designed to recognize young artists 
in grades 9 to 12, encourage patriotism, and 
assist students who wish to further their edu-
cation.

For contest eligibility and rules, as well as 
additional information, visit the library, the 
Post Home, or vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
young-american-creative-patriotic-art-con-
test. Student entries must be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

The deadline for both contests is March 31.

Library Friends
Offer Scholarship

 The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any 
East Hampton resident who is currently in his 
or her senior year of high school. 

The student should intend to continue his or 
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate 
program. The applicant should have had some 
involvement with a library that has positively 
impacted his or her life. 

For applications, visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org/friends-of-the-library-scholarship-
application, or pick up a hard copy at the library 
or through your school’s guidance office. 

Submit your completed application form by 
April 10.

Realizing Divine Love 
While in Physical Existence

A talk on “Realizing Divine Love While in 
Physical Existence” will be held Monday, Feb. 
16, at 4 p.m., at Middle Haddam Public Li-
brary, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam. 

The program will be led by Vedaji, the for-
mer head of a monastery in India and found-
er of the nonprofits Food4Lives and Mind-
ful Seva Institute. The talk is hosted by the 
library and Ten Summit Yoga & Earth Based 
Wellness. A Fire Ceremony follows the event 
at a nearby home at 6 p.m. 

Contact Erin Day at 860-262-0248 or ten-
summitst@gmail.com to register. The talk is 
free but donations to the library are welcome.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“You can’t blame gravity
for falling in love.”

—Albert Einstein

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook
80 East High Street, East Hampton

www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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24Call today to schedule 
your appointment:

balding. Proper traction is important for the rainy spring weather ahead. 
3) Check your windshield wipers! Between ice, snow and salt, your windshield 
wipers are really put to work during the winter months. It is recommended 
to change your windshield wipers each season, especially as the rainy spring 
season approaches. Well-functioning windshield wipers will improve visibility 
and reduce the risk of an accident.
4) Check your battery. The average car battery lasts 4 to 5 years. Your vehicle’s 
battery works extra hard during extremely hot and cold weather, and these 
conditions can drain your battery. 
5) Top off your fluids including windshield wiper fluid, engine oil and brake fluid. 
6) Wash your vehicle…because a shiny, clean car isn’t just for looks. Your 
vehicle’s paint and undercarriage need to be thoroughly cleaned because salt and 
other winter chemicals can accumulate and cause rusting and/or grime build up.

We know, we know…we’ve just seen some snow. 
BUT, Spring is just a month away so we’re preparing 
for the new season and want to get your car ready!

860-267-7222

Follow these six tips from Belltown
to get your vehicle ready for spring: 

1) Inspect your cooling system and check 
for any cracks or leaks in the radiator or 
hoses. Be sure the coolant and antifreeze 
levels are at least half full.
2) Inspect your tires – measure your tire’s 
tread and be sure none of your tires are 

Police Seize Cannabis
Products at Smoke Shop

Police recently seized several products from a local smoke shop. According to 
police, the products – which included vapes, edibles and extracts – contained THC 
at levels that exceeded legal limits.

By Anne Lilburn
East Hampton Police recently participated 

in an operation at a local smoke and vape 
shop, Hampton Tobacco and Vape, located at 
42 E. High St., which yielded a seizure of sev-
eral THC-containing products that exceeded 
legal limits, including vapes, marijuana edi-
bles, cannabis flowers and extracts.

The seizure occurred as part of a compli-
ance check conducted alongside the state 
Department of Consumer Protection and 
Connecticut Mental Health and Addiction 
Services, according to police. The police de-
partment said they had contacted them after 
receiving a tip from a local citizen reporting 
the suspected sale of THC-containing prod-
ucts to an underage individual. While recre-
ational marijuana has been legal in the state 
since 2021, according to state law, products 

containing more than 5 milligrams of THC 
may only be sold by licensed cannabis estab-
lishments to customers over 21 years of age.

East Hampton Police Chief Dennis Woess-
ler said that, as part of the operation, an und-
eraged person attempted to buy some of these 
products and was refused service, but that the 
Department of Consumer Protection, which 
regulates tobacco and vape shops, then con-
ducted a “compliance check,” where it was 
able to check inventory and other records. 
Upon doing so, they discovered the products 
that were above the legal limit authorized for 
sale in such an establishment.

Woessler said that, because the store did 
not sell to a minor, they did not make any ar-
rests, but that the Department of Consumer 
Protection had the ability to take enforcement 
actions based on the products found.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holi-
day Closing: The library will be closed Monday, 
Feb. 16, for Presidents Day. 

Adult Programs: Cabin Fever History Se-
ries: Love & War and Other Stories of World 
War II: Saturday, Feb. 14, 11 a.m. Meet Aaron 
Elson, World War II oral historian, an author of 
numerous books, blogger, podcaster, and pub-
lisher who has helped several veterans produce 
their memoirs.

Paint & Pastries – Valentine’s Day: Adults 
& Grades 8-12: Tuesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m. All are 
invited; no experience needed. 

Book Club: Wednesday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m. 
This month’s book is We All Live Here by Jojo 
Moyes. 

Tech Help: Thursday, Feb. 19, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Feb. 20, 11 
a.m. Meet to talk about what you’re currently 
reading, while enjoying coffee, tea, and a break-
fast treat. Register or drop in.

Leaf & Lit: A Silent Book Club: Tuesday, 
Feb. 24, 6 p.m. Bring your current read to the 
library, sip tea, and enjoy the quiet company of 
other readers.

Teen Programs: Magic: The Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, Feb. 14, 1-3 p.m. All 
skill levels are welcome. Bring your own decks 
or use one of the library’s.

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, 6 p.m. Help plan programs, improve the 
Teen Space, and more.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days: Grades 
K-8: Saturday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children 
and families in grades K-8 are invited to create 
a different toy, game, or treat together. No regis-
tration required; just drop in.

STEMtastic: Celebrate Black History Month 
for Grades 1-5: Monday, Feb. 23, 4-5:30 p.m. In 
this drop-in program, learn about Black scien-
tists of the past and present, then complete some 
mini experiments inspired by different scientific 
fields. Siblings and caregivers welcome.

Fish Fridays Are Back 
The Knights of Columbus, St. John Paul II 

Council 6190 is offering a variety of fish din-
ners on Fridays during Lent. The first of our 
dinners will be Friday, Feb. 20.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams, and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and 
fried chicken tenders meals have been added. 
Chowder will also be available. Coffee, tea, 
water and soda are also offered. Prices of the 

fish may vary from week to week. 
Entertainment on Feb. 20 will be Diane An-

nelli, the cantor from St Patrick Church. 
Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in 

the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West 
High St. Takeout service will also be available; 
advance orders must be received by noon on 
Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Do not leave 
orders on answering machine.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Leah Kohler and 

Phineas Scott made the fall 2025 Dean’s List at 
the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, 
Va.

President’s List
Madison Hall of East Hampton made the fall 

2025 President’s List at Plymouth State Univer-
sity in Plymouth, N.H.

Hall is majoring in elementary eduation and 
youth development.
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The Coconuts are Coming!
The Coconuts will return to VFW Post 5095 

for a Valentine’s Day Dinner & Show on Satur-
day, Feb. 14. This festive evening invites com-
munity members to celebrate the holiday with 
live entertainment and dinner.

The event will take place at VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple Street, East Hampton, 
CT. The Post canteen will open at noon and 
remain open throughout the evening. Doors 

open at 4 p.m., followed by dinner service at 
5 p.m. The performance by The Coconuts will 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. 

Tickets are $30 per person and are available 
in advance only. Community members may 
purchase tickets directly at the Post by speak-
ing with the bartender.

For additional information, contact the 
Post at 860-267-8837.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance, 
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays from 2 to 6 p.m. with Ria Irons, a 
certified community health worker, who will 
provide services on help with medication, com-
municating with healthcare providers, under-
standing care instructions and connecting with 
local resources. Health insurance will be billed 
for this service when possible. Call for an ap-

pointment: 860-267-4426.
A Talk on Heart Healthy Behaviors: Tues-

day, Feb. 17, 10 a.m. Explore behaviors that sup-
port a healthy heart, along with practical ways 
to improve and strengthen your overall heart 
health. Presented by Jennifer Disette from Hart-
ford Health Care.

A Valentine Affair: Wednesday, Feb. 18, 11 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Enjoy a pizza lunch and sweet 
treats while listening to live music with Patrice 
and Richard and Monica on the piano. Share 
your love stories with friends.

Design & Create Beaded Fauxliage: Thurs-
day, Feb. 19, at 1:30 p.m. Instructor Cindy 
Houle will lead an afternoon of creating faux 
plants with a variety of beads. Bring your own 
teacup or planting vessel. 

The Script Society: Thursday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m. 
Actor, singer and director Val Bozzi will lead 
this opportunity to read a variety of scripts to-
gether. 

Family Tree Workshop: Friday, Feb. 20, 
10:30 a.m. Join Ken Doney for a hands-on ses-
sion on researching your family tree. Bring your 
cell phone, iPad or laptop to the class. 

Drum Circle: Friday, Feb. 20, 12:45 p.m., 
with Mark Zarillo. Get ready to feel the rhythm 
through this interactive drumming program. 
No experience needed. Cost is $5. 

Art with Karen: Sunday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m. 
Come create a simple piece of artwork with fel-
low creators. Cost is $5 for supplies.

Trips: Shopping and Lunch at Stew Leon-
ard’s: Monday, Feb. 23, departing at 11 a.m. 
Shop and eat in the store cafeteria at Stew Leon-
ard’s on the Berlin Turnpike in Newington. Cost 
is a $4 bus donation; lunch is on your own.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready 
to help. Each week staff will consult with you 
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the 
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll 
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted 
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Donations: Food items for the East Hampton 
Food Bank may be placed in the black totes at 
the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Clothing Donations: The church is collect-
ing clothing for the area unhoused in conjunc-
tion with FOOD4LIVES. Please check your 

closet for surplus warm clothing in good condi-
tion; adult sizes only. A box will be placed in the 
Parish Hall for donations.

Cobalt Lodge Service: The monthly services 
at Cobalt Lodge will be held immediately after 
church on Feb. 15.

Pancake Breakfast: Join in the pre-Lenten 
celebration with a Pancake Breakfast. Pancakes, 
sausage, syrup and toppings will be served at 
coffee hour after church on Feb. 15.

Ash Wednesday: Feb. 18. Ashes on the Go 
are available in the parking lot from noon to 
12:50 p.m., and Holy Eucharist with the imposi-
tion of Ashes will be held in church at 1 p.m.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments 
are served after the service.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering for 
Women’s Fellowship will be Thursday, Feb. 19, 
at 1 p.m. at Mary’s house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 

friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is the Women of 
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the Study Packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Epoch Arts Dinnershow Returns March 7
Epoch Arts will hold its annual Dinnershow 

on Saturday, March 7, at 6 p.m., at Epoch, 27 
Skinner St.

This is a fundraiser for Epoch Arts’ original 
Mainstage Theater production, The Last Living 
Place, which will be performed at the end of 
April. At the Dinnershow, the cast of The Last 
Living Place will serve you a full course pasta 
dinner and then you will sit back and relax 
while they perform in a variety of skits, musical 

numbers and the famous Wackadoodles! Skits 
will randomly be called out and the cast will 
scramble to put their costumes on and perform 
on the spot. 

Admission to Dinnershow is $15, or $12 for 
seniors. To make a reservation or if you would 
like to sponsor a skit for $25 or a Wackadoodle 
for $10 email elizabeth@epocharts.org. 

For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.

Honoring Revolutionary War Veterans
The East Hampton Cemetery Board, in con-

junction with the America 250 Committee, is 
planning an activity to honor the Revolution-
ary War soldiers buried in all the East Hampton 
cemeteries in 2026, the 250th Anniversary of 
the Declaration of Independence.

The board plans to place a marker on the 
graves of these soldiers to recognize their com-

mitment to the Fight for Independence. The 
board has identified the names of many of those 
soldiers and now wants to identify the locations 
of the graves to place the marker. The board is 
asking for information on these locations.  

If you want to assist in this effort, or have 
questions about it, contact Terry Latimer at tla-
timer.cemeteryboard@gmail.com.

Belltown Garden
Club to Meet

On Monday, Feb. 23, the Belltown Garden 
Club will meet in the East Hampton Public 
Library community room at 6:30 p.m. to craft 
nesting balls.

The balls will be crafted using dried grass, 
small twigs, leaves, moss, pine needles, plant 
fluff (cattail, cottonwood), bark strips and feath-
ers. Please bring any of these materials if you are 
able. 

Newcomers are particularly encouraged to 
attend. If interested, call Donna at 860-267-
2853 to register. The East Hampton Belltown 
Garden Club is a member of The Federated Gar-
den Clubs of Connecticut and National Garden 
Clubs.

Helping Hands
Closed for February

Helping Hands will be closed for the month 
of February and reopen Saturday, March 7. It 
will then be open every first and third Saturday 
of each month. Donations will be collected on 
those Saturdays, as well as every Thursday from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St. 
For more information, call Beth Cunningham 
at 860-365-1054.

RTC Meets Next Week
All are invited to join the East Hampton 

Republican Town Committee at The Dub-
lin, 42 E. High St., at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 17.  

Attendees can learn about volunteer op-
portunities in the community. For more 
information, email ehctgop@gmail.com 
or visit www.easthamptonrtc.com.

EHMS Spring Athletics
East Hampton Middle School students who 

are interested in trying-out for either the base-
ball or softball teams can register online through 
Arbiter-sports-registration (arbitersports). 

Athletes must have a physical conducted 
within the last 13 months before trying out. 

Deadline for online registrations is Sunday, 
March 15. For additional information, contact 
EHMS Athletic Director Michael Mercaldi at 
860-463-6837.

Cordon Bleu Dinner 
Postponed

Due to extended cold temperatures, the 
Second Congregational Church of Middle 
Haddam is postponing the chicken cordon 
bleu dinner planned for this Saturday, Feb. 
14. It will now be held on a Saturday, May 
30. 

The church apologizes for the cancella-
tion.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

Ash Wednesday Service: Feb. 18, 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 860-267-1248 

or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

PTO Meets Monthly
All are invited to attend the monthly East 

Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meetings 
are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and childcare is 
provided. The remaining schedule for the 2025-
26 school year is:

3/16, Memorial School; 4/20, Center School; 
5/18, Memorial School. 

More members are always needed, whether 
it’s helping with decorations for celebrations 
such as dances or stepping up ceremonies, orga-
nizing fundraisers, volunteering at events, sup-
porting our teachers, staff and admin or sharing 
ideas and making change. 

There is no need to sign up; just come when 
you can.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 

History of Haddam 
Neck in Photos

All are invited Sunday, March 1, at 2 p.m., for 
a program of the History of Haddam Neck in 
Photos. 

The program will be held at Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., 
Haddam Neck, and will be presented by Eliza-
beth Malloy, director of the Haddam Historical 
Society/Thankful Arnold House. 

Dean’s List
Ephraim J. Butson of East Hampton made 

the fall 2025 Dean’s List at Clark University in 
Worcester, Mass.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Brennan Johnson 

and Benjamin Maynard made the fall 2025 
Dean’s List at Western New England University 
in Springfield, Mass.

AT-HOME OPTIONS FOR DENTAL 
PROCEDURE PAIN RELIEF

  Dental exams, cleanings, and treatments such as filling small cavities do not usually 
require prescription pain medication. However, your mouth and gums may be sore 
after a dental cleaning or other treatment, and you may wish to try some pain relief 
options at home. Over-the-counter pain medications categorized as NSAIDS are a 
good choice because they reduce the inflammation often associated with dental pain. 
Swishing salt water around in your mouth is an inexpensive and effective way to speed 
the healing process and reduce pain. Rinsing with an antimicrobial mouthwash can 
also help reduce swelling and pain. A desensitizing toothpaste can help protect your 
mouth as it heals. Look for toothpastes with potassium nitrite for additional pain 
relief.
 Treat yourself to a little down time following a dental procedure and rest up instead 
of plunging right back into a busy work schedule following your appointment. You 
can always count on us to provide you with ideas for home care, answers to your  
questions, and excellence  in dental care from a caring staff committed to your 
comfort, well-being,  and sunny smile.   Call us for an appointment; emergencies are 
also welcome at our full-service, state-of-the-art dental office.
 P.S. For a few days after a dental cleaning or treatment, choose soft foods rather than 
chewy or crunchy foods to speed healing and reduce pain. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE2-13-26 

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

TUESDAY: 20% OFF your entire dinner bill.
WEDNESDAY: Buy one entrée, get one 1/2 OFF

(higher price prevails)

OFFer good after 4pm, February 17 & 18. Online orders use code FEB2026

 Keep The Spark Alive!  Keep The Spark Alive! 
Make Your Valentine’s  Make Your Valentine’s  

Reservation Today.Reservation Today.

 Keep The Spark Alive!  Keep The Spark Alive! 
Make Your Valentine’s  Make Your Valentine’s  

Reservation Today.Reservation Today.

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

Heat Things Up Valentine’s Weekend
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2544 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Winter Special!Winter Special!

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)
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860-530-1781 www.ironchris.com

Call Chris

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Epoch Arts
Teen Game Night

Teens in grades six and up are invited to come 
hang out with their friends at the next Epoch 
Game Night, taking place Friday, Feb. 13, from 
7-9:30 p.m., at Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St.

Play some old school games as well as some 
new ones, like DDR, Xbox games, chess, corn 
hole, and a variety of others. Various art activi-
ties will also be available. There will be free food 
and drinks all night long. 

Fee for the night is $10. For more informa-
tion, visit www.epocharts.org. 

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

A Night of Doo-Wop
East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-

soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,” 
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45 
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday, 
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium. 

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium 
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet & 
greet for $40, or choose general admission for 
$25. 

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project 
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after 
graduation celebration. 

Library Friends
Trivia Night

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary will host a Trivia Night Saturday, Feb. 28, 
from 7-9 p.m., at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 West 
High St., Unit B1. Food trucks will be on site 
before 7 p.m. 

Registration is required; only one registration 
per team please. Teams should be made up of 
2-8 players, and the fee is $20 per player. En-
try fees can be paid in cash or by check at the 
library’s front desk, or via PayPal or Venmo. 
All proceeds support the Friends of the Library 
Scholarship Fund, awarded annually to local 
students. 

Register online at www.EastHamptonPubli-
cLibrary.org.

Belltown Garden Club Scholarship
The Belltown Garden Club is again offering 

a scholarship, available to high school seniors 
who reside in East Hampton. 

All students must be graduating/have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut, and must 
use the scholarship for expenses at an accred-
ited school. The school may be a 4- or 5-year 
college or university, a community college, a 
trade school or a commercial school. 

This scholarship is awarded to an East 
Hampton High School senior, with prefer-
ences given to a student who intends to major 
in sciences or education related to the earth. 
Related fields of study will be considered. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision. 

Applications are due by May 1, and are 
available through the guidance department at 
EHHS.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) Executive Board is now taking appli-
cations for the group’s annual scholarships to be 
awarded to Middlesex County students pursu-
ing a career in music or nursing. In its 35-year 
history, MHVC has awarded over $90,000 in 
scholarship money.

Applicants must have been accepted at an ac-
credited college or university with one of these 
majors. The Review Committee will consider 
academic record, extracurricular and commu-
nity service activities, the student’s ability to ar-

ticulate his/her career goals and the recommen-
dations of the references. The scholarships will 
be paid directly to the recipients at the spring 
concert which will be held on Saturday, May 2, 
at Portland High School.

All applications must be postmarked by Sat-
urday, March 14, and can be obtained at Mid-
dlesex County high school guidance offices or 
by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you would like 
to make a donation to the scholarship fund, visit 
the website.

Dean’s List
Cassie Dugan of East Hampton made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Plymouth State University in 
Plymouth, N.H.

Dugan is majoring in elementary education 
and youth development. 

Dean’s List
The following local students made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Worcester, Mass.:

William Bothamley, a member of the class of 
2029, who is majoring in aerospace engineer-
ing; Amber Murphy, class of 2028, majoring in 
civil engineering; Jarod Ondas, class of 2029, 
majoring in mechanical engineering; and Zach-
ary Selger, class of 2029, majoring in aerospace 
engineering.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Abigail Daley and 

Sierra LaRose made the fall 2025 Dean’s List at 
Salve Regina University in Newport, R.I.

Police News
1/30: Oliver Caron, 19, of East Hampton was 

issued a summons for reckless driving and evad-
ing responsibility, East Hampton Police said.

1/31: Michael Blancato, 43, of Moodus, was 
issued a summons for operating a motor ve-
hicle while under suspension, improper use of 
a marker plate, and failure to carry insurance, 
police said.

From Feb. 2-8, officers responded to 21 medi-
cal calls, eight motor vehicle crashes and three 
alarms, and made 20 traffic stops, police said.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc.
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting
CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES 
NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722

WWW.POAINC.ORG
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Two year old Bailey is outgoing 
and courageous. She is soft and 
silly and super playful. Bailey 
does not like other cats, but she 
loves people. She’s so engaging 
and full of personality, that 
anyone lucky enough to adopt 
her will not need another cat. 
Bailey is absolutely lovely with 
stunning green-gold eyes  that 
shine with happiness.  

Daisy is a sweet little 1 to 2 year 
old Yorkshire Terrier/Poodle mix 
with a big heart. She’s friendly 
with everyone she meets, loves 
cuddle time, and is always excited 
to explore the world around 
her. Daisy would be the perfect 
companion for someone looking 
for a loving, curious pup to share 
adventures and snuggles with.
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 5.95% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.25%, 5.60%, or 5.95% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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CCT Presents Sister Act This Weekend 
Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) will 

present Sister Act through special arrangements 
with Music Theatre International, on Friday, 
Feb. 13, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 14, at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Feb. 15, at 2 p.m. All 
shows will be at the Bacon Academy auditori-
um, 611 Norwich Ave. 

Based on the hit Broadway musical, which 
was in turn adapted from the hit 1992 movie 
starring Whoopi Goldberg, the play features 
music by Tony- and eight-time Oscar-winner 
Alan Menken. 

Tickets are $18 for adults and $14 for seniors 
(ages 65+) and children (age 12 and under). Pre-
mium seating tickets are available for $28 each.

Tickets for this production are now on sale 

through the “Buy Tickets” page on CCT’s web-
site at www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. 
New this year, audience members are able to 
select seats when placing an order.

Tickets will also be available at the door (cash, 
check, or credit card) on performance days, 
subject to availability. Advance ticket purchase 
is recommended. All ticket sales are final – no 
refunds or exchanges.

CCT is selling advertisement space in our 
digital program as well as sponsorship levels to 
offset the cost of our costumes, sets and props 
construction. For additional information, con-
tact producer Donna Brown at 860-639-9315.

In case of inclement weather, visit www.face-
book.com/ColchesterCommunityTheatre.

Freezin’ for a Reason 
Fred Brown, Rob Suchecki and Greg Cor-

dova are once again braving the cold to sup-
port the Colchester Fuel Bank, continuing a 
tradition that has become a cornerstone of 
community compassion. 

The trio will set up camp on the Colches-
ter Green beginning Friday, Feb. 13, at 2 p.m., 
spending two frigid nights in a tent before 
packing up at noon on Sunday, Feb. 15. Their 
goal is to raise funds to help local families 

heat their homes through the winter. 
Brown noted that the need for assistance 

continues to grow. 
Donations will be collected in person on the 

Colchester Green throughout the weekend. 
Contributions can also be made at any M&T 
Bank branch or online via PayPal at freezin-
forareason@yahoo.com. Checks should be 
made payable to ‘Freezin’ for a Reason.’ 

Colchester Cares Makes First Quarter Donations
Colchester Cares, a group that supports vari-

ous causes in Colchester, recently made dona-
tions totaling $4,800 in its first round of giving 
for 2026. The group voted to give $1,600 each to 
Freezin’ for a Reason to support the Colchester 
Fuel Bank, the Colchester Federated Church for 
needed repairs, and to a Bacon Academy Senior 
Scholarship for a deserving Bacon Academy se-
nior.

Colchester Cares members, who commit to 

donating $100 a quarter, present current needs 
in town and then vote on where to send the 
group’s collective donations. The group was 
established in 2020 and since its inception has 
donated over $70,000 to Colchester causes. Col-
chester Cares always welcomes new members 
who would like to give back to our community. 

For more information, please visit www.col-
chestercares.org or follow the group on Face-
book.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, Feb. 20, 6-8 p.m., at 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. Cost: 
$25/ team. Preregistration required. A maxi-
mum of 10 teams of four will be allowed (one 
person per team should register). Come with 

a team or come alone and Parks and Rec. will 
connect you with people. Additional Puzzlepal-
ooza dates: March 20 and April 24.

Make and Take Painting Nights: Wednes-
day, Feb. 25, 6 p.m., at Colchester Senior Center, 
for ages 13 and up. Theme is “Highland Sheep.” 
Fee is $40 per person. Minimum of five people 
needed, with maximum of 15.

Commit Dance Fitness: Wednesdays 
through March 4, 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Inter-
mediate School. For ages 15 and up. Drop-ins 
are welcome, at $12 per class.



NEWS BULLETIN • February 13, 2026	 Page 19

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS
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Happy Hour Bar Only

151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 

DINNER CHOICES

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 

stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 

mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday
Serving Prime Rib

Every Friday Night!

Make your 
Valentine’s 

Reservations!
serving a special menu

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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24Call Now For
Valentine’s Reservations!

www.lakesidebar-grill.com

NEW LUNCH MENU!
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Athletic Complex, Police Ordinance Advanced at Meeting
By Toriana Williams

On Feb. 10, residents of Colchester gathered 
at Town Hall for two special town meetings to 
address two major issues: whether to move for-
ward with a large athletic complex and school 
roof project to a public referendum, and wheth-
er to adopt a new ordinance regulating police 
involvement in road construction projects.

Athletic Complex, School Roof Projects
For the first meeting, residents voted on two 

resolutions that would send funding proposals 
to a public referendum, scheduled for Feb. 24.

The first resolution proposed appropriating 
$14,562,400 for capital improvements to the 
town’s athletic facilities at Bacon Academy and 
the Recreation Complex. The improvements in-
clude new synthetic turf fields, lighting, score-
boards, track upgrades, tennis and basketball 
courts, pickleball courts and a renovated splash 
pad.

After brief procedural discussion, a motion 
was made and seconded to advance the pro-
posal. The moderator chosen earlier, Andrew 
Norton, called for a voice vote. “All those in fa-
vor of the motion, say aye,” he said. A majority 
of voters responded “aye.” Two opposing votes 
were recorded, and the motion passed.

The second resolution involved appropriating 
$5 million for the replacement of the roof at Ba-
con Academy, along with related improvements 
such as HVAC upgrade. That motion was also 
approved by a strong majority, with no oppos-
ing votes heard.

Although no public debate occurred dur-
ing the meeting itself, First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler later explained that the project had 
gone through a long public review process.

“All along through this process, we have want-
ed to make sure people have a lot of information 
about what is being presented so that nothing 
feels rushed,” Dennler said. “So the voters, no 
matter what their decision is, have the informa-
tion to make it informed.” Dennler shared that 
the planning process lasted more than two years 
and involved public surveys, meetings, school 
tours and presentations.

“This was a two-year process, starting with 
the recreation needs committee,” he continued. 
“They did public feedback sessions, community 

surveys. They met with school students. They 
toured every recreation facility in town, and 
that’s how they developed their proposal.” 

Dennler added that the project was presented 
multiple times to town boards and residents, in-
cluding public hearings and senior center meet-
ings.

“I thought it was striking tonight that people 
were ready to move forward,” Dennler said after 
the meeting. “There were a lot of people in the 
room tonight,” with numbers coming in at over 
60. “I think that says it’s a big issue.”

Road Work Safety Ordinance Discussion
Following the adjournment of the first meet-

ing, residents reconvened to discuss a proposed 
Police Protection and Assessment of Road Work 
and Road Construction Projects Ordinance.

The ordinance would require contractors per-
forming certain types of road work to notify the 
police department. In some cases, police officers 
or certified flaggers could be required to help 
manage traffic and improve safety.

Resident State Trooper Sgt. Zachary Cash ex-
plained why he brought the ordinance forward. 

“As you guys have probably seen driving 
through town, there’s been a lot of road work in 
this community,” he said. “There’s been a lot of 
great road work jobs, but there’s also been a lot 
of unsafe ones.” 

Cash said police currently have limited au-
thority to require safety measures when work 
does not technically violate state laws. 

“The police department really has no teeth to 
try and make a road job more safe for the com-
munity,” he said.

Cash described situations where large trucks 
blocked roads, creating dangerous conditions. 

“We took a number of complaints on Taylor 
Road … for basically these big trucks that are 
blocking the whole road,” he shared. “If it’s not 
violating any state statute, even if it might feel 
unsafe, there’s really nothing that the depart-
ment can do but besides trying to encourage 

them to potentially hire a police officer.”
The trooper emphasized that the goal was 

prevention, not punishment. “We want to pre-
vent something wrong happening,” he said. “I’m 
very passionate about trying to keep road work, 
not only safe for members in the community, 
but just even police officers in general.”

Questions, Public Concerns
Several residents spoke during discussion. 

One speaker, Hunter Graves, asked for data re-
garding accidents due to road work. “Can you 
name an accident that was directly related to 
road work projects on town roads?” 

Cash admitted he was unable to provide such 
details at the time, but that there were plenty of 
“close calls.” “There’s certainly a number of com-
plaints,” Cash said.

In response, Graves said, “Just kind of sounds 
like you’re looking for problems that aren’t 
there.”

Resident Kevin Gardiner shared his personal 
experience. 

“When they were doing Halls Hill … my wife 
was in an accident. My neighbor was in an ac-
cident. I reported it to the police,” Gardiner said. 
“There were quite a few close calls and accidents 
on that project.” 

Gardiner also warned about traffic dangers 
near Route 2. “Somebody’s going to get smashed 
up there,” he said. “Cops are getting hit. I got 
guys in my union that have been hit and killed.”

Another resident, whose name was uniden-
tifiable, raised concerns about small businesses 
being unfairly burdened. 

“I’ve got a small landscaping company. … Is 
this ordinance going to affect small contrac-
tors?” he asked. The trooper responded that the 

ordinance would focus on long-term or high-
risk jobs. “We’re not here to go after small busi-
nesses,” Cash said. “If you’re going to be there 
for an hour or two … that’s not intense.”

Krista Kardys asked Cash how many nearby 
towns had similar ordinances, and he replied 
that “about 25” municipalities in the state have 
similar ones. During an additional comment, 
Kardys also emphasized the importance of be-
ing proactive rather than reactive.

“I think it’s in the benefit of the community 
to be proactive instead of reactionary,” Kardys 
said. “When you’re talking about being reac-
tionary, we’re reacting and creating ordinances 
after something terrible has happened.”

Cash agreed, saying, “I don’t want to wait for 
a contractor to get hit, one of your family mem-
bers to be in a head-on [collision] just to restart 
this whole conversation.”

After extensive discussion, the moderator 
called for a vote with the majority responding 
“aye,” and one opposing vote was recorded. The 
ordinance passed.

What Happens Next
With the town meeting votes completed, the 

athletic complex and school roof projects will 
move to a public referendum on Feb. 24, where 
residents will cast ballots to approve or reject 
the funding.

Meanwhile, the newly approved ordinance 
gives the Colchester Police Department the au-
thority to review and require safety measures 
for road construction projects, aiming to im-
prove safety for drivers, pedestrians, workers 
and officers.

As Cash said, “We want to make sure your 
families, yourself, are safe commuting to and 
from this community.”

Pierogies for Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester will 

once again sell pierogies Saturday, Feb. 21. To 
place your orders, call Brenda at 860-365-0281 
no later than Monday, Feb. 16.

DTC Trivia Night
All are invited to an evening of trivia spon-

sored by the Colchester Democratic Town 
Committee on Friday, Feb. 20, at St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. in 
time for a 7 p.m. start.

There will be prizes. Bring your own snacks 
and plan to purchase drinks at the cash bar. 
Tickets are $20 per person for tables of up to 
eight people. Purchasing tickets in advance at 
secure.anedot.com/colchesterdemocrats/do-
nate is highly encouraged as seating is limited. 
Tickets will also be sold at the door. 

Everyone is welcome to join, no matter the 
size of your group.

Dean’s List
James Gumbs of Colchester made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Ladies Guild Offering Trip
St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colchester invites 

all to accompany guild members on a Valley 
Forge and Longwood Gardens tour, from May 
19-24. 

Step back into American history at Valley 
Forge, explore the heart of Philadelphia, and 
wander through Longwood Gardens. There will 
also be a visit to the Museum of the American 
Revolution, as well as the Betsy Ross House to 
enjoy colonial chocolate making.  

For a flyer, contact Barbara Gozzo at barb-
gozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.

Dean’s List
The following local students made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Worcester, Mass.:

Abigail Belding, class of 2028, majoring in 
biomedical engineering; Jonathan Curry, class 
of 2028, majoring in data science; Xavier Gudel-
ski, class of 2028, majoring in civil engineering; 
Kevin Reas, class of 2029, majoring in computer 
science; and Charles Rose, class of 2029, major-
ing in mechanical engineering and robotics en-
gineering.

President’s List
Dylan Opalenik of Colchester made the fall 

2025 President’s List at Plymouth State Univer-
sity in Plymouth, N.H.

Opalenik is majoring in business administra-
tion.

Dean’s List
Colchester resident Marguerite Brady made 

the fall 2025 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Propane Supplier More Pain Than Pro?
At Yankee Total Energy, we’ve been a local, family-owned fixture in 
the community for 40 years. While the big out-of-town corporations 

treat you like a number, we treat you like a neighbor.

Why Switch to Yankee 
Total Energy?
•  Propane Delivery - reliable service with  
 highly competitive local pricing 
 and good-old-fashion service.
•  Complete HVAC Service - Expert
 maintenance and installation to keep   
 your home comfortable year round.
•  24-Hour Emergency Service - We’re
 here for you every hour of every day -   
 no exceptions.

860-423-9111
(we actually answer the phone)

yankeetotalenergy.com
537 Stafford Rd., Mansfield, CT • HOD#427

Service Contracts & Bulk Oil Discounts • New Installation & System Design
Fuel Conversions & Retro-Fits • 24 Hour Emergency Service
Budget and Fixed Price Plans • Senior and Military Discounts

Commercial Service • Automatic Delivery
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6:00-10:306:00-10:30
Dinner, Dancing, Raffles toDinner, Dancing, Raffles to

benefit Protectors of Animalsbenefit Protectors of Animals
Sponsorship opportunitiesSponsorship opportunities

Information and tickets website Information and tickets website poainc.orgpoainc.org

St. Clements Castle, PortlandSt. Clements Castle, Portland
February 21, 2026February 21, 2026

You Are Invited toYou Are Invited to

CIT2-5-26

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
Cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Feb. 16: Center closed for Presi-
dents Day. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Book Club; 12:30 
p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., 
Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 : 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., Broadway in 
Love Luncheon; 1 p.m., sew-cial Time; 1:30 and 
2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, Feb. 19: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 
noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., 

Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet, Celebrate Black History – Ru-
tin; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.  

Friday, Feb. 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., AARP Tax 
Aide by appointment; 9 a.m., Social Service 
Hours, Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, 
Tech Time with Harry; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Healthy Food Series – Sugar Alternatives: 
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 10:30 a.m. This month, dis-
cuss the use of sugar alternatives in cooking and 
baking. Various recipes will be shared. This is 
a free program. Space is limited. Registration is 
required.

Ultimate Bingo: Tuesday, Feb. 24, 6 p.m. 
Space is limited for this monthly game, where 
you pay to play and the prizes are bigger. The 
cost is $10, and registration is required.

Oil Painting with Brianna: Thursday, Feb. 
26, 6 p.m. This is a beginner class. Every skill 
level is welcome. The cost is $20 and registration 
is required.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in age‑appropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 

a.m., studying the book of Revelation.
Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 

p.m. All are invited.
Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. It’s an 

open discussion on the theme: How does God 
fit in this thing called life?

Upcoming Outreach: Vacation Bible School 
is coming in July. Operation Christmas Child 
will also come up later this year; boxes and 
packing guides will be available at the church. 
All are invited to participate in this outreach 
program. 

Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Colchester Lions Club’s annual Febru-

ary Breakfast Buffet will return Sunday, Feb. 
22, from 7:30-11 a.m., at St. Joseph’s Polish 
Society, 395 South Main St. 

Enjoy a full breakfast with pancakes, eggs, 
bacon, sausage, home fries, toast, juice, coffee, 
tea and water.

Advanced tickets are available at Dime Bank 
and Mel’s Downtown Creamery, or by calling 
860-303-3162. Advanced ticket prices are $11 

for adults, $9 for seniors, $8 for children age 5 
to 12. Children 4 and under are free.

Tickets will also be sold at the door. Cost 
will be $13 for adults, $11 for seniors, $9 for 
children age 5 to 12. Children 4 and under are 
free.

All proceeds are returned directly to the 
community through Lions causes such as eye 
research, as well as community service proj-
ects and grants to local organizations.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@

colchesterct.gov.
Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-

rope: Oct. 4-17. Explore Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night trip 
includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12 break-
fasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost is $6,499 
per person for double occupancy, if booked be-
fore Feb. 26. This is a small group tour (only 24 
people in total on the tour) so space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday, 
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire 
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the 
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu 
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided 
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in 
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost 
is $167 per person, and includes transportation 
and lunch. Space is limited. 

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one you will 
travel to the Amish Country and experience an 
authentic Amish dinner prepared by an Amish 
family. Overnight accommodation will be at the 
Comfort Suites Amish Country. On day two, 
visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature Horse 
Farm, then take our reserved seats at the Sight & 
Sound Theater for Joshua. Cost is $509 per per-
son (double or triple occupancy) and includes 
the motorcoach, one night hotel, one breakfast, 
one dinner, admissions, tour escort, driver and 
tour director gratuity.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, 5:30–7 p.m., in the Church Stage Room. 
All are invited to this evening of pancakes and 
fellowship. A free-will offering will be received.

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, Feb. 18. Os-
trout will be in the front circle of the church 
from 7–9 a.m. offering Ashes to Go. An Ash 
Wednesday worship service will be held at 7 
p.m. in the sanctuary. All are welcome.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through 
June.

Women Commemorating 
250 Years

Female military veterans and town residents 
are invited to attend a planning meeting to com-
memorate the country’s 250th birthday and the 
roles women have taken in building the nation.	

Bring your ideas to Cragin Memorial Library, 
8 Linwood Ave., on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 1-3 
p.m. 

Call Colchester Municipal Veteran Repre-
sentative Mary Gura at 860-537-2921 for more 
information.
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 2/28/26

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the Women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, questions, or even if you just 
need prayer. You can also visit AbundantL.com.

They Battled for Liberty
The Colchester Historical Society will wel-

come author and historian Irene Watson for 
a special illustrated presentation titled “They 
Battled for Liberty: Black Soldiers of Colches-
ter Who Served in the Revolutionary War” on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at 6:30 p.m., at Colchester 
Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

This will be an evening dedicated to honoring 
the African-American men of Colchester who 
bravely fought for freedom during the Revolu-
tionary War.

All are invited to come and learn about these 
individuals and explore how their courage 
helped shape Colchester’s history.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will 

hold its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday 
during Lent, starting Feb. 20 and running 
through and including Good Friday, April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 

nuggets for the kids. All meals include cole-
slaw, coffee and dessert. Cost is $17 for adults 
and $10 for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Take-
out is available by calling the club at 860-537-
2593 after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

WJJMS Honor Roll
William J. Johnston Middle School had an-

nounced its honor roll for the second quarter of 
the 2025-26 school year.

Grade Six
High Honors: Brynne Alford, Adrianna An-

astasiou, Gabrielle Bagnati, Emma Barthel, Del-
aney Berta, Elisabeth Boutote, Harper Brenek, 
Calleigh Carroll, Camilla Carroll, McKenzie 
Clarkin, Maggie Cleary, Owen Cote, Kennedy 
Cove, Bevin Cowell, Cole Deacon, Henry Far-
rington, Patrick Feldhouse, Amelia Fluck, James 
Ford, Caroline Frasier, Hugo Gostkiewicz, Isa-
bel Hawes, Maureen Hickey, Harper Johnson, 
Caysen Jones, Jameson Kelleher, Brendan King, 
Zoey Koji, Emily Krepcio, Brent Lachapelle, 
A’Mya Laureano, Danny Liu, Aubrey Margelot, 
Olivia McClain, Brody Michaud, Skyler Mi-
chaud, Julian Mula, Amelia Mundell, Macken-
zie Nadeau, Daniel Page, Bella Panus, Connor 
Peck, Luke Reid, Liliana Rioux, Mason Ryan, 
Elva Seals, Logan Sevigny, Hayden Sposito, 
Stanley Szczur, Jacob Talarczyk, Luke Theriault, 
Kaydence Trudeau, Lucy Verruso, Charlotte 
Walls.

Honors: Roaa Ali, Giuliana Arrigoni, Emily 
Auresto, Nhyira Badu, Mia Barillari, Belen Bar-
rios-Valenzuela, Olivia Bishop, Finley Blanda, 
Camila Bravo, Samantha Busby, Grant Caplet, 
Olivia Christoff, Samarie Collazo, Sofia Contre-
ras, Mark Denesha, Lillian Donovan, Drew Du-
gan, Lilith Erdman, Aria Fecteau, Jojo Feinberg, 
Hunter Graham, Leyawin Grigas, Alessandra 
Gruss, Magdalena Jantzen, Marcus Jodoin, Sean 
Jones, Lucas LaBarre, Sarah Langdon, Karson 
Lastrina, Stella Launonen, Edward Lengel, Har-
rison Maher, Gabriella Mauro, Addison McEl-
roy, Aria McLaughlin, Emily Melgey, Juliana 
Michaud, Charlotte O’Hara, William Pagel, 
Lilu Parks, Mason Patenaude, Kaitlyn Peck, 
Dalen Pedro, Jillian Post, Dmitri Potter, An-
thony Previti, Leia Priore, Luca Rago, Saman-
tha Roberts, Nelson Rooney, Ryan Rowe, Lilian 
Sargenti, Summer Slocum, Leonora Smith, Jo-
seph Spineti, Levi Stahl, Samuel Standish, Ev-
elyn Suski, Nicolette Tichy, Joseph Whitley, Elsa 
Wolf, Reika Zaler.

Grade Seven
High Honors: Lukas Anastasiou, Kaydence 

Bedner, Delaney Beirn, Olive Boyd-Bingham, 
Sarah Candler, Jace Collins, Nora Creutz, Stella 
DeGaetano, Neil Drylie, Antonio-James Fer-
reira, Honorah Gillespie, Grady Greene, Addi-
son Grosso, Aubrey Henry, Ava Lizondro-Pane, 
Zachary Martino, Isabel Mattison, Mairead Mc-
Gloin, Jasmine Morin, Evan Pazul, Rylan Ra-
mos, Rory Richardson, Kendall Scholl, Sophia 
Sherry, Tyler Siena, Otto Walter, Adam Wilin-
ski, Grace Wissler.

Honors: Lyra Ackroyd, Camden Allard, 
Brynn Angell, Jenalise Aquino, Elizabeth 
Belding, Danika Bennett, Grace Bisi, Hannah 

Buyniski, Liam Cassidy, Mason Catalina, Fe-
licity Chambers, Camden Christoff, Elizabeth 
Coats, Bailey Cobb, Josephine Doelger, Jay-
son Eisenberg, Lochlan Fabry, Aiden Francis, 
Hayden Fraser, Adrianna Georgens, Eve Gould, 
Courtney Hahn, Joshua Hunt, Isabela Ireland, 
Adeline Jordan, Cameron Kaiser, Grayson Ker-
rigan, Juliet Koonankeil, Sloan LaParre, Violet 
LaRose, Adrien Lavertue, Haoxi Liu, Ethan 
Lukra Matos, Krista Magnus, Joseph Marotta, 
Elmina Mulaibisevic, Jacob O’Connor, Isaac 
Pensa, London Peterson, Kailynn Rancourt, 
Autumn Rettig, Logan Roberts, Landon Ro-
man, Ethan Schoen-Rene, Bryson Simone, 
Kayden Summerlin, Abigail Van Zilen, Daniel 
Vasbinder, Sophie Wilson, Cody Zajac.

Grade Eight
High Honors: Fabiola Berard, Terry Boaz, 

Molly Buscetto, Nina Caplet, Olivia Carrington, 
Chloe Civardi, Adrianna Colonghi, Tristan 
Cote, Bailey Cowell, Breena Cowell, Cali Cruz, 
Carter Doutre, Lily Eppler, Caitlyn Griffin, Al-
exander Healy, Benjamin Healy, Hunter Ko-
vach, Reagan Manganello, Lilah Martz, Grace 
McAlpine, Ryder Michaud, Camille Mickens, 
Harper Perry, Lyra Riley, Payton Shelden, Lu-
naya Urban, Muhammad Usman, Morgan Val-
entine, Emma Verruso, Jack Wissler.

Honors: Jayden Bennett, Brady Bigelow, Ga-
briella Bishop, Emilie Boutote, Paul Brodeur, 
Jacqueline Busby, Billy Colon, Sophia Dean, 
Lauren Dittmann, Lucas Dubreuil, Trevor Gar-
vie, Dylan Gerkey, Noah Hall, Ruby Jeffries, 
Skylar Jones, Stella Kauffman, Lily Koji, Carl-
ton Kristoff, Jackson Lenk, Ryan Lombardo, 
Mia Lopez, Jaxson Miller, Axel Monaco, Pey-
ton Moynihan, Hannah Nitkowski, Makayla 
Oddis, Kylee O’Marra, Lauryn Pac, Molly Par-
sons, Cameron Pedroso, Josslyn Post, Braeden 
Richards, Amelia Roberts, Kyle Sands, Jenna 
Schoen-Rene, MacKenzie Schulze, Gavin Siena, 
Michaela Smith, Kaya Struzik, Ethan Summer-
lin, Logan Szewczyk, Gino Uccello, Makenzie 
VanCamp, Jake Ward, Kadence Weisensee.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Scholarship Available for 
Bacon Seniors

Attention Bacon Academy seniors: a 
scholarship is available from Abundant Life 
Church.

The essay topic is: In 400 words or less, 
please explain how your Christian faith has 
helped you in building your character and 
what challenges you have experienced as a 
result of your Chirstian faith.”

Deadline is March 6. Submit your essay 
with your name and date to the Bacon Acad-
emy school counseling office.

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS! Regular Menu Also Available.
112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester  860-531-9160

 www.fornarellis.com

Celebrate
Valentines Day

Weekend 
with us!
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Gift
Certificates

Available

Live Band on Saturday night.  No cover

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com
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Celebrating 33 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 2/28/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 2/28/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

ECSU Dean’s List
The following area residents made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Eastern Connecticut State 
University.

Amston: Hannah Gialluca, a junior who ma-
jors in nursing Emma Renaldi, a first-year who 
majors in communication, film and theatre; 
Joey Tyler, who majors in physical education.

Andover: Pawel Dabek, a senior who majors 
in health sciences; Jessica Day, a senior who 
majors in English and art; Shae Hoisington, a 
senior who majors in art; Gianella Miano, a se-
nior who majors in psychology; Ashley Moore, 
who majors in accounting; Amanda Moore, a 
senior who majors in psychology; Chase Nel-
son, a senior who majors in political science; 
Duncan Page, a senior who majors in history; 
Boone Swanson, a sophomore who majors in 
criminology and sociology; Arianna Vernola, a 
senior who majors in art.

Colchester: Taryn Beisel, a senior who ma-
jors in English; Travis Chambers, a senior who 
majors in biology; Matthew DiBenedetto, a 
sophomore whose major is undecided; Luca 
DiStefano, a senior who majors in business 
administration; Jillian Filloramo, a junior who 
majors in finance; Sandra Geis, a senior who 
majors in social work; Jacqueline Gould, a first-
year who majors in computer science; Ellie 
Guadalupe, a first-year who majors in commu-
nication, film and theatre, and business admin-
istration; Steven Laliberte, a junior who majors 
in mathematics; Alexa Lebiszczak, a junior who 
majors in accounting; Vivian Lubinsky, a se-
nior who majors in English; Meaghan Malone, 
a senior who majors in health sciences; Kaitlyn 
Meltsner, a first-year who majors in psychology; 
Catheryn Neudecker, a senior who majors in 
psychology; Josiah Nolsoe, a first-year who ma-
jors in finance; Tucker Noniewicz, a senior who 
majors in computer science; Katelyn Novak, 
who majors in health sciences; Marissa Nudd, a 
junior who majors in finance; Gabrielle Papale, 
a senior who majors in psychology; Tristan Pe-
droso, a first-year who majors in communica-
tion, film and theatre; Shannon Prochorena, a 
junior who majors in political science; Matthew 
Rapuano, a senior who majors in mathematics; 
Camille Running, a senior who majors in health 
sciences; Sydney Soja-Roach, a senior who ma-
jors in psychology; Christopher Stephenson, 
a senior who majors in data science; Kaitlyn 
Tracey, a junior who majors in elementary edu-
cation and mathematics; Mia Voiland, a junior 
who majors in nursing; Aidan Zimmitti, a se-
nior who majors in business administration and 

accounting.
East Hampton: Alyssa Anderson, a first-year 

who majors in accounting; Ceana DeStasio, a 
senior who majors in art; Salem Didato, a ju-
nior who majors in political science; Caiden 
Hettrick-Rivera, a senior who majors in fi-
nance; Maya Korczak, a sophomore who majors 
in physical education; Logan Lefebvre, a senior 
who majors in accounting; Bailey Lombardi, 
a senior who majors in psychology; Kathleen 
Mansfield, a first-year who majors in psychol-
ogy; Kylie O’Brien, a sophomore who majors in 
social work; Allison Pinzon, a senior who ma-
jors in social work; Jakub Remiszewski of East 
Hampton, a sophomore who majors in finance; 
Julia Stone, a junior who majors in psychology; 
Jennifer Tripp, a senior who majors in political 
science; Aidan Trombino, a first-year who ma-
jors in accounting; Madison Wall, a senior who 
majors in art.

Haddam Neck: Alejandro Campo de la Vera, 
a junior who majors in political science.

Hebron: Lillia Chaves, a sophomore who ma-
jors in secondary education and environmen-
tal earth science; Emma Keyser, a sophomore 
who majors in secondary education and his-
tory; Elizabeth Melzen, a first-year who majors 
in business administration; Ashlee Perkins, a 
sophomore who majors in health sciences; Lisa 
Richards, a senior who majors in business ad-
ministration; Ingrid Taute, a senior who majors 
in finance; Adrian Thomas, a first-year who ma-
jors in music; Jeremy Velez, a senior who majors 
in Spanish.

Marlborough: Elyse Catania, a junior who 
majors in social work; Fenna Lacourciere, a se-
nior who majors in art; Zachary Rodrigues, a 
sophomore who majors in physical education.

Middle Haddam: Megan Mayhan, a junior 
who majors in early childhood education and 
psychology.

Portland: Gabrielle Arnold, a first-year who 
majors in art; Zachary Doncet, a senior who 
majors in business administration; Ryan Kerr, a 
junior who majors in finance; Lindsey King, a 
senior who majors in business administration; 
Kayla LaMalfa, a senior who majors in health 
sciences; Isabelle McClelland, a senior who 
majors in biology; Sam Mucinskas, a first-year 
who majors in exploratory arts and humanities; 
Elizabeth Nedobity, a first-year who majors in 
health sciences; Caitlynn Robertson, a senior 
who majors in mathematics; Jake Thompson, a 
senior who majors in business administration.

URI Dean’s List
The following area students made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Is-
land:

Amston: Ella Mayo, Paige O’Brien.
Andover: Rachel Arseneault, Cameron 

Rhodes, Emma Rhodes.
Colchester: Lily Barber, Gage Hinkley, Gra-

cyn Kane, Matt McCune, Sam Miller.
East Hampton: Morgan Garcia, Madi Gay, 

Kayli Levenduski, Marissa Martin, Addie Par-
tridge, Raleigh Paulauskas, RJ Stanford.

Hebron: Rowan Akerlind, Madigan Had-
dock, Natalie Moulton, Feli Villanueva, Jacob 
Wazer.

Marlborough: Kaylee Brousseau, Ava Ma-
chowski, Riley Sawyer, Skylar Swanson.

Portland: Rowan Bell, Giuliana Discenza, So-
phie Favale, Brandon McPhee, Jenna Randazzo.

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

By Josh Howard
Madelyn Daniels – East Hampton High 

School (Cheerleading): Daniels was named the 
Shoreline Conference (SLC) Cheerleader of the 
Year for the second straight season. Daniels, a 
senior, was also selected all-conference for the 
fourth time in four years as the Bellringers fin-
ished as the runner-up at the SLC finals for the 
second consecutive season. Joining Daniels on 
the All-SLC teams were Alivia Peterson (first-
team), Mikah Levenduski (first-team), Alyssa 
Levenduski (second-team), and Braelyn Pad-
dock (second-team).

Boden Paul – Bacon Academy (Track & 
Field): Paul earned a trio of top-three finishes 
at the Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 
championships at the United States Coast 
Guard Academy on Feb. 7. Paul, a junior, was 
victorious in the 600 meters, finishing first with 
a personal best time of 1:25.23 and also placed 
third overall in the 300 meters with a personal-
best time of 37.25. He then joined teammates 
Isiac Treat, Jackson Lavertue, Ethan Fleurose as 
the Bobcats 4x400 relay placed as the runner-up 
behind only the championship foursome from 
Ledyard. Paul will now compete at the Class S 
state championship, slated for Saturday, Feb. 14 
at the Floyd Little Athletic Center in New Ha-
ven.

Mya Peterson – Portland High School 
(Basketball): Peterson scored 15 points as the 
Highlanders beat Cheney Tech 41-33 on Feb. 4. 
Peterson, a sophomore, added four rebounds 

and a pair of steals to help the team earn their 
sixth win this season. It marked the fourth time 
that Peterson scored in double figures this win-
ter, also posting a season-high 18 points against 
Hale Ray, 14 against Haddam-Killingworth, and 
11 in a win over Old Saybrook. The Highlanders 
next travel to Coginchaug tonight (Friday, Feb. 
13) at 7 p.m. before they close the regular season 
with a pair of home game, hosting Old Saybrook 
on Tuesday, Feb. 17 (7 p.m.) and Westbrook on 
Thursday, Feb. 19 (6:30 p.m.). 

Caden Bell – RHAM High School (Wres-
tling): Bell made the championship match and 
placed second in his weight class at the Central 
Connecticut Conference (CCC) champion-
ship at Bristol Central High School last week-
end. Bell, a sophomore, earned a bye in the 
first round before pinning William Heyward of 
Simsbury in the second round, ousting Raidon 
Yang of Enfield in the quarterfinals, and pin-
ning Micah Yong of Bloomfield in the semifi-
nals. Bell, the No 2-ranked wrestler at 120 lbs. 
in the tourney, fell to top-seeded Joshua Ramos 
of Middletown in the championship bout. Bell 
and the rest of the Raptors wrestlers now turn 
their attention to the Class M state champion-
ships, set to take place at Guilford High School 
on Feb. 20 and 21. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Playing for a Cause.... Colchester Youth Basketball’s 4th and 6th grade teams par-
ticipated in the Coaches vs Cancer initiative, aimed to raise awareness and fundraising 
towards cancer research. On the top is the 4th grade players and coaches and on the 
bottom is the 6th grade players and coaches decked out in pink for the cause. 
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

R
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2-
19

-2
5

860-228-WASH

Wash the salt off your car!

R
E2

-1
3-

26

Braces Made Me Smile!

M. Przeszlo

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

R
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8-

21

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2

C1
-1

2-
23

Council Confronts Major Budget Pressures, Infrastructure Costs
By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Town Council met on Feb. 5 
to address mounting budget pressures, major 
infrastructure planning decisions and several 
long-term projects that could significantly affect 
taxpayers. The most consequential discussion 
centered on the proposed Department of Pub-
lic Works facility and broader budget challenges 
that town officials said will shape municipal fi-
nances for decades.

Concerns Over DPW Facility Costs
During public comment, resident Rob 

Poudrier addressed the council regarding the 
proposed DPW facility, citing a project of $28 
million, with a likelihood that final costs could 
be higher. He warned that the proposal could 
result in a three-mill tax increase, equating to 
approximately $770 per year for a home as-
sessed at $250,000 and about $1,500 per year 
for a home assessed at $500,000. He emphasized 
that these figures do not include other potential 
tax increases already under discussion.

Poudrier stated that for a small town like He-
bron, “it’s simply too expensive.” Drawing on his 
prior experience serving on the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission during the Burnt Hill Park 
referendum, he recalled that an initial estimate 
of $7 million was later reduced to $4 million 
after extensive work, and even then the project 
passed by only a handful of votes. He expressed 
skepticism that a DPW facility approaching $30 
million would gain voter approval.

He also raised concerns about cost compari-
sons being discussed by the DPW action com-
mittee, noting that one proposal would include 
fully vetted, professionally developed numbers, 

while another regarding the Horton property 
would rely on rough calculations. He cautioned 
that those two approaches were not comparable, 
calling the latter “based on the back-of-a-nap-
kin map.” 

He further stated that if a public body wants 
to be transparent and an attorney advises 
against transparency, it might be time to seek 
new counsel. Poudrier concluded by telling the 
council that while its members did not create 
the situation, they now “have the authority and 
the responsibility to bring balance back to the 
discussion and insist on a more affordable path.”

Budget Strains, Rising Costs
Town Manager Andrew Tierney told the 

council that the town is deeply engaged in bud-
get preparation, with final numbers still being 
updated as recently as the day of the meeting. 
He reported increases in costs for resident state 
troopers and Connecticut Water hydrant fees.

Tierney said the town’s capital improvement 
plan came in at several million dollars more 
than what staff believes would be palatable, and 
that the CIP was being turned over to the coun-
cil for discussion and direction. He also noted 
that requests for proposals were underway for 
the Gilead High School roof, including code vi-
olations and roof replacement, and that bids for 
trash collection were scheduled to be opened 
the following morning.

Tierney reported that winter storm costs will 
exceed the budget, citing overtime, winter ma-
terials, meal allowances and rising salt prices 
due to shortages and increased demand from 
southern states. Because many storms occurred 

on weekends or holidays, costs were higher than 
usual. A soft freeze was placed on some public 
works spending until winter costs can be fully 
assessed.

He also provided updates on efforts to restart 
delayed audits for fiscal years 2024 and 2025, 
with hopes to complete the 2024 audit by March 
and the 2025 audit by late summer or early fall. 
He thanked the town of Columbia for providing 
staff assistance while Hebron transitioned to a 
new revenue collector.

Council Advances Sidewalk,
Transportation Grant App

One of the most detailed action items in-
volved a resolution authorizing the town man-
ager to apply for and execute contracts related 
to the 2026 LOTCIP program to complete side-
walk gaps on Main Street. Town Planner Matt 
Bordeaux explained that the project would close 
two sidewalk gaps on the south side of Main 
Street, with estimated costs of approximately 
$575,000 using state estimating standards. The 
estimate included a required 25% contingency, 
which is higher than the town’s typical 15%.

Bordeaux also discussed a potential mid-
block pedestrian crossing on Church Street near 
the site of a new miniature golf course, across 
from Georgia’s Pizza. The proposal included 
rectangular rapid-flashing beacons, ADA-com-
pliant ramps, sidewalk extensions and electrical 
connections. Design services for this portion 
were estimated at $42,900, with construction 
costs estimated at $92,400. He explained that 
safety concerns, including vehicle speeds and 
limited sight distances, make this area a priority.

Bordeaux cautioned that LOTCIP projects 
can take several years from award to construc-
tion, noting that a prior Church Street sidewalk 
project awarded funding in 2016 did not reach 
construction until 2019. He said alternative 
funding, such as the Small Town Economic As-
sistance Program, could move faster, but no ap-
plication timeline is currently known.

Proclamation, Community Updates
The council formally proclaimed February as 

Black History Month, recognizing the centen-
nial of nationally commemorating Black his-
tory. The proclamation highlighted the role of 
Hebron in preventing the sale of an enslaved 
couple, Caesar and Lois Peters, and in welcom-
ing freed slaves after the Civil War. It also ac-
knowledged achievements such as the end of 
chattel slavery, dismantling of Jim Crow laws, 
increased political representation, desegrega-
tion of schools and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
Councilor Claudia Riley, a Democrat, conclud-
ed the proclamation requesting that “the Town 
of Hebron calls on community members to 
observe Black History Month and to recognize 
how diversity strengthens our communities and 
improves the quality of life for all.”

An update was also provided on the America 
250 Town Center project. Committee represen-
tative Holly Habicht reported progress on local 
programming and participation in statewide 
initiatives, including a white oak project, a na-
tionwide bell ringing and an America’s Potluck 
event planned for July 5. The committee’s next 
meeting was announced for Saturday, Feb. 14, 
at 8 a.m.

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible 

kindergarten students for the 2026-27 school 
year.

Parents/guardians of children who will be 
5 years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, and 
are planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. by Friday, Feb. 27, to begin 
the registration process. From the “Quick 
Links” portion of the page, click “Registra-
tion” and complete the pre-registration form.  
A link will then be sent to you to complete 
registration.  

You will be required to upload your child’s 

birth certificate and two proofs of address. 
One must be a mortgage document, lease/
rental agreement or property tax statement, 
and the other must be a cable bill, utility bill 
or Internet bill. You will also be required to 
upload a copy of your child’s medical form, 
including their physical and immunizations 
prior to the start of kindergarten. 

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 
with any questions. 

Students currently enrolled in the pre-
school program do not need to register for 
kindergarten as this process happens auto-
matically.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Shots for Tots: Saturdays, Feb. 14, 21, 28, 10-
10:45 a.m. This is a developmentally appropriate 
introductory basketball program for children 
ages 3-4 years old. The program is parent-assist-
ed. T-shirt included. 

Hatha Yoga – Session II: Tuesdays, Feb. 
24-March 31, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill 
School. Newcomers and seasoned practitioners 
welcome. Session III will be April 21-June 2.

2026 Hebron Maple Festival Sap Run 5K: 
Saturday, March 21. Fee is $30. Register by Mon-
day, Feb. 16, and receive a race T-shirt. Register 
online at runsignup.com/saprun5k.

Girls on the Run: For girls in grades 3-6. 
Mondays and Wednesdays, March 2-May 6, 
3:30-4:45 p.m., at Hebron Elementary School. 
Girls on the Run is designed to build confi-
dence/self-esteem, develop life skills, promote 

physical fitness, foster personal relationships, 
and cultivate joy.

Adult Drop-In Pickleball: Four nights of 
pickleball play divided between competitive 
play, recreational play, and a combined recre-
ational and competitive night. Season spans 
from March 9 through June 4 at Hebron El-
ementary School. Pre-registration required.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, April 
25, 10-11:30 a.m., at Gilead Hill School, for ages 
8-11. This interactive course covers safety con-
cerns parents have when their children are by 
themselves. Each student will receive a work-
book that covers house key safety, indoor and 
outdoor (including kitchen) safety, gun safety, 
fires and gas leaks, first aid kit essentials and 
phone, door, and internet safety. 

Karate: Join for instruction in traditional 
Martial Arts. While Karate is mainly for self-
defense, one that trains in Karate will build 
confidence, self-respect, and discipline. 6-week 
ongoing sessions. Ages 6+. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Sunday, 2/15 – Sunday Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. (in-person in our sanctuary; online; 
livestreamed); Sunday, 2/15 – Coffee Hour at 11 
a.m.; Sunday, 2/15 – Fellowship Committee and 
Board of Missions meeting at 11:30 a.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall and Parish House); Monday, 2/16 
– Church Office closed for President’s Day; Mon-
day, 2/16 – Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (online via 
Zoom); Monday, 2/16 – Board of Christian Edu-
cation meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish House); Tues-
day, 2/17 – AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship 
Hall); Wednesday, 2/18 – Book Group at 10:45 
a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 2/18 – Ash 
Wednesday Worship Service at 7:30 p.m. (Gilead 
Church’s sanctuary); Thursday, 2/19 – Church 
Council meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish House)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Winter Hours: Worship at 10 a.m.; Coffee 
Hour at 11 a.m.

Holiday Closing: The church office will be 
closed Monday, Feb. 16, for Washington’s Birth-
day (Presidents Day).

Ash Wednesday: Ashes will be available at 
the Parish House during office hours (10 a.m.-
2 p.m.) on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18. A daytime 
worship service will be available at St. Peter’s 
Church at 1 p.m., and an evening service will 
be available at Gilead Church at 7:30 p.m. All 
are welcome.

Gilead Church’s Maple Fest Craft Fair: 
Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Gilead 
Congregational Church. This indoor fair fea-
tures handmade crafts, artwork, and specialty 
goods from local vendors. Spot one of the flyers 
around Hebron? Grab a pull tab for a free raffle 
ticket at the fair!

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, March 
1, 11:30 a.m. All are invited to create one-of-a-
kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion of 
proceeds benefitting Connecticut Food Bank. 

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, March 6, 6 
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. On the first Fri-
day night of every month, there is gathering to 
watch meaningful movies and share tasty food 
and good company throughout the winter and 
spring. No RSVP necessary. 

Dean’s List
Breanne Truscinski of Hebron made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire 
University.

Dean’s List
Amston resident Payten Wawruck and He-

bron resident Grace Nieszczezewski made the 
fall 2025 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
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& Rivereast
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Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., following 
service and fellowship time. All are welcome. A 
new Men’s Bible Study will begin in January, 
focused on “Seven Rules All Good Christians 
Should Break.”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief
Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and old-

er or 100% Social Security disabled is offered 
in conformance with eligibility requirements 
and specifications of state enabling legislation. 
The Hebron Assessor’s office will accept appli-
cations through May 15. 

The maximum income limits set for the 
Oct. 1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, 
$46,300; Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 
federal income tax return with supporting 
documents (if filed), including a 1099 Social 

Security statement, must be presented at time 
of application. Social Security disabled ap-
plicants must also present proof of disability 
dated within three years of application. If no 
tax return is filed, all taxable and non-taxable 
income statements must be presented at time 
of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by 
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-
5971 ext. 126.

Vendors Sought for Craft Fair
Calling all vendors!
Hebron’s Maple Festival is almost here, and as 

part of the celebration, Gilead Congregational 
Church will host its annual Maplefest Craft Fair 
on Saturday, March 21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall at 672 Gilead St.

Organizers are currently welcoming vendor 
applications. If you create handmade items such 
as hats, scarves, jewelry, home décor, greeting 
cards, trinkets, wood carvings, specialty foods, 
soaps, skincare products, glassware – or if you’re 

a photographer or artist of any kind – we have 
space for you.

Spaces are filling quickly, so if interested in 
reserving a vending spot, please contact the 
Church Office as soon as possible by phone 
at 860-228-3077 or by email at GCC@Gilead-
Church.net.

Also, keep an eye out around Hebron – if you 
spot one of the Maplefest Craft Fair flyers “in 
the wild,” be sure to grab a pull tab and redeem 
it at the fair for a free raffle ticket.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: CHF Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times 
and more information about the parish.

Office Hours: The parish office can be 
reached at 860-228-3727 Monday-Friday, from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Ash Wednesday Schedule (Wednesday, Feb. 
18): STC, 8:30 a.m. Mass & Ashes; CHF 4 p.m., 
Service only; No Mass; CHF 6 p.m., Mass & 
Ashes.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in 
Willimantic. The next collection date is March 
8. However, cereal is most welcome any time. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf 
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is Feb. 24. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

KoC Council 11835 Lenten Food Drives: 
The Knights are sponsoring food drives during 

Lent (Feb. 18-March 29) at STC for the benefit 
of Covenant Soup Kitchen and at CHF for He-
bron Interfaith Human Services. See the parish 
bulletin and flyers posted on the bulletin boards 
for the list of needs and additional information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of 
the month for an evening of games, food and 
discussion. See the parish website for more info. 

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & dry-
er sheets; toiletries & women’s personal hygiene 
products; household cleaning products & 13- & 
35-gallon trash bags; men’s crew neck T-shirts & 
boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s briefs (siz-
es 6-10); hand & body warmers; men’s & women’s 
wool socks and new or gently-used clean winter 
clothing & coats; and XL cold weather sleeping 
bags and tarps for the Outreach Program. Place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box next 
to the CHF Cry Room or the designated bin in 
the STC entryway. Contact Monica (860-228-
4211) for more information.

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, invites all to its annual Purim cel-
ebration on Sunday, March 1, at 4 p.m.

The synagogue will hold a carnival and cos-
tume party for the children as well as read the 
megillah, an ancient text that tells the story of 
Queen Esther.  

The annual Maple Fest Bake Sale, which will 
include tours of the historic synagogue build-
ing, will be on Sunday, March 22, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. 

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-

tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

The synagogue said its historic building needs 
a new roof and other major renovations, and is 
looking for donations to its capital campaign. 
To learn more, go to www.gofundme.com/f/
support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

  If interested in becoming a member or 
would like to learn more about the synagogue, 
please visit www.ubofhebron.org or email ubof-
hebron@gmail.com.  Also, check out the syna-
gogue’s Facebook page for information about 
upcoming events and services.

Dean’s List
Jonathan Busby of Hebron made the fall 2025 

President’s List at Southern New Hampshire 
University.

Dean’s List
The following local students made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University 
in Bristol, R.I.:

Amston: Bridget Austin, Aidan Zern.
Hebron: Catherine Chester, Ryan Gauthier, 

Taylor Sackett.

Dean’s List
Amston residents Douglas Blinn and Au-

tumn Worthen made the fall 2025 Dean’s List 
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass.

Blinn is a member of the class of 2026, major-
ing in biochemistry, and Worthen is a member 
of the class of 2027, majoring in biomedical en-
gineering.

Dean’s List
Charlotte Atwood of Amston made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Luke Auteri and Molly Bell-

more made the fall 2025 Dean’s List at Plymouth 
State University in Plymouth, N.H.

Auteri is majoring in business administra-
tion, and Bellmore is majoring in nursing.

President’s List
Brady Hulland of Amston made the fall 2025 

President’s List at Plymouth State University in 
Plymouth, N.H.

Hulland is majoring in business administra-
tion.

President’s List
Andrew Macca of Amston made the fall 2025 

President’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
Mya Strumskas of Hebron made the fall 2025 

Dean’s List at American International College in 
Springfield, Mass.

Strumskas is majoring in marketing.

Local Students in
White Coat Ceremony

Four local nursing majors took their oath of 
service at Eastern Connecticut State Univer-
sity’s second annual White Coat Ceremony on 
Jan. 22.

The four were: sophomore Rachel Fournier 
of Hebron, juniors Hannah Gialluca and Abbie 
Reed of Amston, and sophomore Kevin Timko 
of Amston.

At the ceremony, nursing students took a pro-
fessional oath in front of friends, family, clinical 
partners, and members of the University com-
munity. They then received their white coats, 
which they will again ceremonialize at the nurs-
ing pinning ceremony as they conclude their 
education.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: Meets Mondays at 11:30 a.m. in 
Phelps Hall.  All are welcome to read and ex-
plore Stephanie Spellers’ book Church Tomor-
row?  For more information contact the church 
office at 860-228-3244.

 Valentine’s Day Concert with Jason Cas-
tonguay: Sunday, Feb. 15, 3 p.m., at the church. 
Reception to follow to meet the artist. Cost is a 
$10-$20 good-will offering at the door.

 Mardi Gras Bash: Tuesday, Feb. 17, 5-7 p.m. 
A pancake breakfast buffet featuring homemade 
pancakes, fruits, chocolate syrup, whipped 
cream, Paczkis, syrup, bacon, sausages and 
more will be served after the traditional burn-
ing of last year’s palms to make ashes for service 
the next day. Gluten-free French toast will also 
be served. A play list of Mardi Gras music will 

liven the festivities. Contact the church office at 
860-288-3244.

 Ash Wednesday Worship: A traditional 
Prayer Book Service with Eucharist will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Feb. 18 in the church sanctuary.  
The service will be livestreamed for those un-
able to attend in person.

 Soup for the Body, Soul and Spirit will be 
held on Wednesdays during Lent beginning 
Feb. 25. This includes the Love and Kindness 
Mindful Meditation (4:30-5 p.m.) led by Caris-
sa Johnson. Following this, at 5 p.m., a guided 
observance of the 14 Stations of the Cross will 
be led by JoAnn Osmond.  A Soup and Bread 
Supper will be served in the parish hall begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. and concluding by 6:15 p.m. 
For questions or to participate, contact the 
church office at 860-228-3244.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at 
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir: 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: 
Building and Grounds, Community Events 
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and 
Vestry.

TTCP Seeks Volunteers
The Town Center Project (TTCP), an all-vol-

unteer-driven 501c3 nonprofit organization that 
provides various art installations and events in 
Hebron, is looking for volunteers to help orga-
nize and produce a few events. 

The only special skill required is a love for 
community and the ability to be present. Help 
is needed for a number of TTCP’s traditional 
programs, like the Town-Wide Tag Sale or 
Make Music Day, which is always June 21 and 

is a time when Hebron joins 120 other countries 
in celebrating an International Day of Music. 
TTCP also organizes the Maple Fest and Har-
vest Moon Festival – and both require a lot of 
community input. This year, TTCP is also plan-
ning several events to honor the nation’s 250th 
birthday.

If interested in volunteering, email ttcp@the-
towncenterproject.org. 

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!
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The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m. at the church. Next meeting 
is Feb. 19. The study will continue in the book of 
Psalms. Zoom access is available. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 

trained and wanting to help.
TWC Upward Running Club: This class, 

which runs through April 11, is designed to 
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the 
community through a walking and/or running 
program custom made for your fitness level. 
Finish off the program by completing a 5k. 
Download the app, or contact the church office 
for more details. Training sessions meeting at 
the church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m.

Youth Ministry: YG Winter Retreat: Fri-
day, Feb. 13, 3 p.m. through Sunday, Feb. 15, at 
5 p.m., in New Hampshire. Contact the church 
for details.

Baptism Class: Sunday, Feb. 22, 11:30 a.m. 
Interested in being baptized? See Pastor Sean 
Griffith or Elder George Logan.

Annual Church Business Meeting: Sunday, 
Feb. 22, 4–6 p.m.; snow date is Sunday, March 1. 

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday, Feb. 21, 8–10 
a.m., at the church. All hungry men are invited 
for a hearty meal with a hearty Word together. 
Inviting others is strongly encouraged! 

March Forth Prayer Walk: Sunday, March 
1, noon-1:30 p.m. All are invited to join in as 
church members “March Forth” into the town 
of Hebron. Attendees will be divided into 
groups and set out into town to cover the com-
munity with intercessory prayer, starting and 
ending with the church. All are welcome. Rain 
date: March 8.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

AARP Income Tax Preparation for the 
2025 Year: Certified AARP Tax Preparation 
volunteers will be at the Hebron Senior Center 
to prepare basic federal and state tax returns on 
Tuesdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (first appointment 
at 9 a.m., last appointment at noon) on Tues-
days through March 31. Sign-up required, by 
calling 860-228-1700.

Cardio Drumming: Wednesday, Feb. 18, 1 
p.m. This is a free class, but you must pre-regis-
ter by Tuesday, Feb. 17. This high-energy work-
out combines the rhythm of drumming with 
simple moves. Sponsored by The Residence at 
Glastonbury. A maximum of 20 people is al-
lowed. 

Chatham Health Monthly Educational 
Series: Monday, Feb. 23, 12:15 p.m. Chatham 
Health’s Stephanie Reyes will discuss reading 
food labels. 

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings: Mon-
day, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Public health 
nurse Vicki Han, RN from Chatham Health will 

offer free Blood Pressure screenings and edu-
cating you on how to monitor it at home and 
how to reduce your risks for heart attacks and 
strokes. She will be here at the senior center. No 
registration required. 

Air Fryer Healthy Cooking Demonstra-
tion: Wednesday, Feb. 25, noon. Tammy Scherp 
will cook up a few healthy items that are easy 
to make in your air-fryer; there will be samples. 
It is free, but you must pre-register by Monday, 
Feb. 23. 

Caregiver Support Group: Friday, Feb. 20, 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This group offers a safe place 
to discuss the stresses, challenges and rewards 
of providing care for a loved one. You wil also 
learn about resources and ideas to assist you in 
through the process. For more information, call 
Dennis at 860-228-1700 ext. 204.

Men’s “Golden Oldies” Social Activities 
Group: Friday, Feb. 27, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If 
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men, 
contact social worker, Dennis Farrar, MSW at 
860-228-1700, ext. 204 to register - 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is 
required by noon the day before the trip. Call 
860-228-1700. Schedule: Feb. 13, Stop & Shop; 
Feb. 20, Walmart; Feb. 27, Big Y; March 6, Stop 
& Shop. Pick-up times decided weekly; please 
call for the time.

Call for Local Artists Business Owners! 
The Town Center Project Committee has 

announced an open call for local artists, 
crafters, makers and small businesses to par-
ticipate in Hebron’s Own Expo, a featured at-
traction at the upcoming 2026 Hebron Maple 
Festival.

This year, the Douglas Library will fea-
ture an indoor marketplace showcasing the 
works of local residents. The Expo will offer 
participants an opportunity to connect with 
hundreds of festival attendees and share their 

work.
Hebron residents will receive priority con-

sideration, and space is limited. Interested 
participants are encouraged to reach out as 
soon as possible.

To apply, email hebronsownexpo@gmail.
com or text 860-368-9125.

For more information about the 2026 He-
bron Maple Festival, visit thetowncenterpro-
ject.org.

Preschool Lottery Applications
The Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gil-

ead Hill School is now accepting applications 
for eligible preschool students for the 2026–27 
school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 years old by Sept. 1, 2026, and who wish to 
enter Hebron’s preschool lottery, should submit 
an application by Monday, March 9, at 3 p.m. 
The application can be downloaded from www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. From the “Quick Links” por-
tion of the page, click on “Preschool Program” 
and then “Preschool Lottery.”

The Hebron Early Childhood Center receives 
funding through the Early Start Grant, which 
provides reduced tuition rates based on house-
hold income.

Completed lottery applications must be re-
turned to the Gilead Hill School office by Mon-
day, March 9, at 3 p.m. Please include two forms 
of residency with your application. 

The lottery drawing will take place on Thurs-
day, April 2, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill School. 
Applicants will be notified of their acceptance 
or waitlist status by phone.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 16, in honor of President’s Day.

Adult Programs: Cookbook Club: Tues-
day, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m. Each month, you’ll 
read a different cookbook, and each person 
will choose a recipe to make and share with 
the group.

Friday Film: Friday, Feb. 20, 1 p.m. Bugo-
nia (rated R), will be shown. Popcorn and wa-
ter are provided. 

Knit-Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. All levels 
and all fiber crafts are welcome. 

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess 

Club welcomes players of all ages and skill 
levels to drop in and play a game or improve 
their skills.

Children’s Programs: Family Movie: 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 1:30 p.m. Elio (2025; rated 
PG) will be shown. Popcorn and drinks will 
be provided.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts.

STEM for Homeschoolers: Wednesday, 
Feb. 18, 1 p.m. Designed for grades pre-K 
through 4.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thurs-
day at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 
months to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared 
to ages 3-5 years old, as they learn letters, 
numbers and colors. Siblings are always wel-
come at either session.

Wonderful Whist… Gilead Congregational Church hosted a Whist Tournament and 
Potluck on Saturday, Jan. 31. Church members and community guests gathered for a 
night of fun and friendly competition, welcoming both longtime Whist players and 
first-time participants of all ages. Tucker Haines and his team of friends emerged as 
the tournament winners.

Historical Society Open House
There will be a Hebron Historical Society 

Open House at the Old Town Hall, 26 Main St., 
on Sunday, Feb. 15, from noon-3 p.m. All are 
invited. 

After a three-year project, the Old Town Hall 
has been restored from cupola to basement, in-
side and out, and is ready for public debut.

Locating craftspeople experienced with old 
buildings was challenging but interesting, the 
society said. Photo histories of the restoration 

projects will be on view and patriotic music will 
be provided by members of the Marlborough 
Junior Ancient Fife and Drum Corps.

Now home to the Hebron Historical Society, 
this Methodist Meeting House was built in 1838 
and is on the Hebron Historic Building and 
Connecticut Historic Building registers. Hav-
ing served as Hebron’s Town Hall until the early 
1960s, it continues to serve residents to this day. 
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

American Legion
 Setback Tournament

There will be a Setback Tournament Friday, 
Feb. 20, at the American Legion Post 197, 128 
East Hampton Rd. 

Registration is at 6 p.m., and the games start 
at 6:30 p.m. This is a Round Robin-style tourna-
ment, and prizes will be awarded for first, sec-
ond and third place. There will also be raffles 
and a 50/50 raffle. (All proceeds go to the ladies 
auxiliary.)

For more information, call Sharon at 860-
805-6917.  

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday 
Closing: The center will be closed Monday, Feb. 
16, in observance of Presidents Day. 

Events: Shopping Trips: On the first Monday 
of the month, the bus will go to North Wind-
ham Walmart. Depart the senior center at 1:30 
p.m. and return at 4 p.m. You will have 90 min-
utes to shop. Call to reserve.

Learn Mahjongg: In collaboration with East 
Hampton Senior Center. Lessons are Thursdays 
through Feb. 26, in East Hampton. Fee is $5. 
Transportation provided.

AARP Tax Prep: Open to all Marlborough 
residents. Appointments on 02/12, 02/26, 03/12, 
03/26. Call for appointment.

Mahjongg Strategy Class: Wednesday, Feb. 
18, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Please RSVP. Some playing 
experience required. This class is free.

Scam Prevention: Friday, Feb. 20, noon-1 
p.m. A financial advisor from Edward Jones will 
speak on how to prevent yourself from being 
scammed and protect your money.

Birthday Club: January and February birth-
days will be celebrated with cake on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, from 1-2 p.m. Open to all friends and 
family. It does not have to be your birthday 
month to celebrate, but if it is, please RSVP.

What I Need to Know About My Electric 

Choices: Thursday, Feb. 26. AARP will share 
instructions on how to compare and shop for 
cheaper electric rates and review your Ever-
source bill. If you qualify for the Eversource 
low-income discount rate, it can be added to 
your account on this day. Please note you are 
interested when you RSVP.

Living Your Best Life: Friday, Feb. 27, 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Middlesex Hospital will be 
sharing healthy tips to live your best life.

Trip: Lancaster, Pa.: April 22-24. Visit Sight 
& Sound for its production of Joshua, visit the 
Amish country and enjoy an authentic Amish 
dinner, and tour of Seltzer’s Smokehouse. Trip 
open to all ages 18 and up. Cost is $699/person 
double/triple, and $849/person single. Deposit 
of $150 needed. Last payment is due March 4.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.

Dean’s List
Marlborough resident Sadie Eppinger made 

the fall 2025 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Lenten Worship, Sacraments, Scripture 
Study & Stations of the Cross: Lent begins Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 – Masses with ashes are at 
8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. A service with ashes is at 
3:30 p.m. Lenten Reconciliation: Mondays dur-
ing Lent through March 23, 5-6 p.m. Scripture 
Study is Tuesdays during Lent through March 
24, following morning Mass at 8:30 a.m. Sta-
tions of the Cross are held every Friday during 
Lent through March 27, beginning at 7 p.m.; a 
simple soup supper is served prior beginning at 
6 p.m. in the church hall. All are welcome.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-

grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. For more information, access the 
church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting 
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls are 
distributed during Lent and collected with your 
monetary contribution the week after Easter. 
Food drives are held weekly for the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping 
lists are available at the Masses. Sandwich-mak-
ing and collection continues the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information
All public school systems in Connecticut are 

responsible for the identification of children 
who may be eligible to receive special education 
services. The Early Childhood team at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School is accepting applica-
tions for current resident children interested in 
its PreK screening for the 2026-27 school year.

If you are interested in your child participat-
ing in this process, eligible children must be at 
least 3 or 4 years old by Sept. 1, and parents/
guardians must complete and return a ques-
tionnaire no later than Friday, March 6. An in-
person screening is planned for Friday, March 

20. Please note that children identified as kin-
dergarten eligible (those turning 5 by Sept. 1) 
are not eligible for the PreK program for the up-
coming school year.

Please contact Joanne Andrews at 860-295-
6236 or jandrews@marlborough.k12.ct.us if you 
would like to receive a screening questionnaire 
or have any questions regarding the program.

Dean’s List
Luke Veltri of Marlborough made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Salve Regina University in 
Newport, R.I.

Dean’s List
Jack Campbell of Marlborough made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Worcester, Mass.

Campbell is a member of the class of 2027, 
majoring in mechanical engineering.

Dean’s List
Katherine Granatini of Marlborough made 

the fall 2025 Dean’s List at Marist University in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

She is currently a junior, majoring in business 
administration.

Girl Scout Sunday
Marlborough Congregational Church will 

hold its first Girl Scout Sunday on Sunday, 
March 15, at 10 a.m., at the church, 35 S. Main 
St.

This will be a Celebrate Faith event. All Girl 
Scouts and their families are invited to attend. Photo ©Save the Manatee Club

savethemanatee.org
800-432-JOIN (5646)
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Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price, see our cars on our website below!

Come Try Our Delicious Organic / Antibiotic Free 
Chicken used in all our chicken dishes!

Where Tradition Meets Innovation!

(860) 295-8181 • Marlborough, CT
www.marlboroughpizzact.com R
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Saturday, 
February 14th

Steak & Seafood 
Specials

Join us for
Valentine’s Day!!

 Call for Reservations or for Take-out 

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Pursuing the Silver – One Frame at a Time 
By Toriana Williams

At just 13 years old, Thea Sands is already 
proving herself to be a creative force, a confident 
leader and a young person deeply committed to 
service. A homeschool student preparing to at-
tend East Catholic High School, Thea is working 
toward her Girl Scout Silver Award by designing 
and teaching a stop-motion animation class for 
younger children at her local library.

Thea is a member of Girl Scout Troop 63042, 
based in Montville, and has been involved in 
Girl Scouts for about two years. Her decision to 
join was inspired by family stories. “Mom told 
me so many stories about being a Girl Scout that 
I thought I’d try, and it’s been really, really fun,” 
she said. “We also know people in the troop al-
ready from a homeschool group.”

Thea is pursuing one of the highest recogni-
tions available to Girl Scouts her age: the Silver 
Award. The award requires participants to iden-
tify a need in their community and develop a 
sustainable service project that demonstrates 
leadership, creativity and long-term impact. 

“It’s like a leadership community service proj-
ect,” Thea explained. “It is not required in Girl 
Scouts, but it is recommended … that you at 
least go for one award.”

Thea said her motivation to pursue the award 
came from her mother, Kathleen Sands. “Mom 
got her silver and her gold,” Thea shared.

For her Silver Award project, Thea chose to 
focus on something that has become one of her 
greatest passions: stop-motion animation.

“Stop-motion is a method of movie-making,” 
she said. After watching the movie Coraline, 
which is also made using stop-motion, Thea 
began experimenting with animation using a 
phone app. 

“You can just download it on your phone and 
make movies,” she said. “I made a lot. I mean, 
like 20 movies … counting the ones I’ve done 
with friends and my brother.” 

Thea’s projects range from short, simple films 

to long, detailed productions requiring hun-
dreds of photos. In regards to the length of time 
it takes to produce a project, “for shorter mov-
ies, maybe an hour. Longer movies, like up to 
three hours,” Thea explained. “The really long 
one that I did had like 500 photos.”

Thea uses a wide variety of materials in her 
animations. “I usually use little toys,” she shared. 
“Legos, paper, stuffies and Play-Doh. You can 
really use just about anything.” 

That creative freedom is what she loves most. 
“It’s so versatile and you can get so creative. 

You can do practically anything,” she said. “I 
am the ‘create, create, create until your mind is 
mush’ [kind of person].” 

She said her younger brother, Gabe, often 
joins her. “We usually do Legos, but we’ll add 
other stuff. We’ll try and do cool special effects,” 
she said.

Now, Thea is turning that passion into a free 
five-week instruction course for children ages 7 
to 10, to be held at the Richmond Memorial Li-
brary beginning March 5. Each weekly session 
will run about an hour and will gradually build 
skills. “Week one is an introduction to stop 
motion,” she explained. “Week two is plushies, 
three is Legos, four is Play-Doh and week five is 
putting it all together.”

The final class allows students to combine 
everything they have learned. “You’ve experi-
mented with different stuff,” she said. “You’ve 
gotten used to how to use the app. So now you 
can put it all together and make a slightly more 
complicated movie.”

Thea said she is both excited and nervous 
about leading the class. “I do not want to mess 
up in front of a bunch of little kids,” she said. 
“They’re all going to be looking at me.”

Despite her nerves, Thea has significant lead-
ership experience. She has served as a counsel-
or-in-training at Bible camp and recently led an 
art program for Girl Scouts, teaching color mix-

ing and painting techniques.
“I am a huge leadership person,” Thea said. 

When asked why, she laughed and answered 
simply: “I just like being in charge.”

Library children’s and teen librarian Vanessa 
Kelman has seen those leadership qualities first-
hand. 

“She’s a go-getter,” Kelman said of Thea. 
“She’s not shy about sharing her opinions and 
her thoughts. I think she can accomplish great 
things when she puts her mind to something.”

Kelman has worked with Thea through li-
brary programs, including Dungeons & Drag-
ons sessions, and said she was impressed by 
Thea’s initiative in proposing the stop-motion 
project.

The program also emphasized inclusivity. 
The class requires a device with a camera and 
the stop-motion app, but Thea said she wants to 
ensure that no child is excluded due to a lack of 
access to technology.

As part of the project, the library is accept-
ing donations of unused tablets or smartphones 
that can be used by students during the class.

“We have invited participants to bring their 
own devices,” Kelman explained, “but in the 
event that they don’t have their own devices, 
we would need to provide something. So rather 
than having a large upfront cost, we’ve asked for 
donations if anybody has something that they’re 
no longer using.”

Donated devices can be dropped off at the li-
brary and will help ensure the program remains 
sustainable long after Thea completes her Silver 
Award.

For Thea, the purpose of the project goes 
beyond earning a badge. “Creativity is just so 
expressive,” she said. “And I also feel like stop 
motion is a little bit overlooked. So I wanted to 

teach people about it because, hey, it exists. It’s 
here to stay.”

With her imagination, leadership and deter-
mination, Thea Sands is proving that big ideas 
– and meaningful community impact – can all 
start with a single frame.

Thea Sands

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

Feb. 15 is a Bluegrass Sunday with hand-
clapping hymns and special music performed 
by Joyful Blue. The service will be led by Seaver 
with the sermon given by Church historian and 
seminarian, Steve Pozzato. After worship, all are 
invited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge.  

Ash Wednesday worship and receiving of 
ashes will be in the sanctuary at 7 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 18.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
monthly Sunday luncheon for Florence Lord 
Housing residents will be at noon on Feb. 15. 
The next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, 
for Marlborough Food Bank clients and their 
families with tickets will be Feb. 22, with St. 
John Fisher Church providing the meal. First-

quarter mission-giving will go to Marlborough 
Food Bank.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by 
certified instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fri-
days at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. 
The community is welcome. The weekly drop-in 
fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: The shop is 
open Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Second Blessings is now 
featuring both winter and spring merchandise. 
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second 
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough CT for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome. Storm closings 
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC, 
ABC). The church does not pass a collection 
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by 
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also 
be made through the church website, or mailed 
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church or 
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org. 

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled 
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Youth Programs: Kids & Family Sewing 
(Reusable Bunny Bag Shaped Gift Bag): For 
ages 7 and up. Thursday, March 5, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Participants will 
create a bunny shaped gift bag. Registration fee 
is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Tuesday, 
March 17, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Registration 
fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 

$45/non-resident. 
Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-

borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is 
$5 per week. Session runs until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until the end of April.

Dean’s List
Sarah West of Marlborough made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.
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crats hold a majority, Weir acknowledged that 
not all of his proposals advance. “We are in the 
minority, two to one,” he said. 

Still, he said he believes he plays an important 
role in reviewing and debating bills. 

“I think I’m most effective at pointing out 
… issues and unintended consequences with 
proposals,” he explained. Drawing on his back-
ground in construction, real estate and law en-
forcement, he often offers real-world examples 
during debates.

Weir said one of the most rewarding parts of 
the job is helping individual residents. “I do find 
it incredibly gratifying to be able to provide a 
solution … to be able to connect that constitu-
ent and try and help solve their problem,” he 
said. He described acting as a link between resi-
dents and state agencies when communication 
breaks down.

When asked about the biggest concerns he 
hears from constituents, Weir pointed to afford-
ability. “The biggest thing would be energy and 
just affordability, the cost of living in the state,” 
he said. He noted that seniors on fixed incomes, 
young families, and even his own daughter, a 
third-year teacher, struggle with high costs. 
“Everybody recognizes that it’s expensive to live 
here,” he said.

Weir believes that many affordability issues 
stem from decisions made at the state level. He 
often speaks about unfunded mandates, which 
are requirements placed on towns without pro-
viding funding to support them. These costs, he 
said, are eventually passed on to taxpayers. “Al-
most every decision we make up there has a cost 
that gets passed out to you,” he said.

Weir described his approach to lawmaking as 
careful and deliberate. He shared that one early 
lesson in office was learning that once party 
leadership commits to a vote, it is difficult to 
change outcomes. “Once a bill is called to the 
House floor, it’s almost 100% going to pass,” he 
said. Over time, he has worked to engage earlier 
in the process to amend bills before final votes.

He also expressed concern about rushing 
legislation. “If we make a mistake up there … it 
has an effect down the line,” he said. He prefers 
passing sections of bills that both parties agree 
on, rather than approving large packages with 

unresolved disagreements. “Why don’t we just 
pass the three [sections] and see how it goes 
rather than [pushing] through all 10?” he asked.

Public safety and education are also key issues 
for Weir. As a former police officer, he said law 
enforcement officers must be accountable but 
also supported. “Police officers should be held 
accountable,” he said, but he cautioned against 
“a blanket indictment” of law enforcement. He 
believes recent adjustments to state policies 
have helped restore some balance.

In education, Weir points to the burden that 
state mandates place on local schools. With 
family members in the teaching profession, he 
sees firsthand the challenges educators face. He 
argues that local districts need flexibility and 
adequate support.

Weir said he works to stay accessible to vot-
ers. His cell phone number is included in his 
emails, and he sends regular newsletters and 
posts on social media about legislation. 

“We’re not here to hide. I’m here to be acces-
sible,” he said. He attends community events 
across the district and maintains regular contact 
with town officials.

As of now, Weir said he is not aware of any 
opponent in the upcoming election. Still, he 
said he welcomes engagement from voters. “I 
look forward to a spirited campaign and a re-
spectful campaign, no matter what,” he said.

When asked why voters should choose him, 
Weir pointed to his work ethic and attendance 
record. “I’ve had a 100% voting record in every 
committee meeting and … every House vote 
since my time in office,” he shared. He also em-
phasized the time he spends reading lengthy 
bills and asking detailed questions about their 
impact.

Looking ahead, Weir said he remains moti-
vated by service. “It’s so far been an honor,” he 
said. “I look forward to being their voice up in 
Hartford.”

Whether discussing affordability, public 
safety or government accountability, Weir pres-
ents himself as a cautious legislator who values 
careful review and open communication. As he 
campaigns for a third term, he said his goal re-
mains the same: to represent all residents of the 
55th District, regardless of party affiliation.

Selectmen Table WasteZero Proposal
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Board of Selectmen met 
Feb. 3, to address a wide-ranging agenda, but 
the most debated topic of the evening was a state 
grant related to waste management and an ac-
companying “pay-per-bag” proposal.

The state Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection’s Sustainable Materials 
Management (SMM) grant is part of a statewide 
initiative announced by Governor Ned Lamont 
in October. In all the grants totaled $7.5 mil-
lion and were awarded to 18 towns, including 
Marlborough. Marlborough’s grant would fund 
waste-reduction efforts and included authoriza-
tion to engage WasteZero as a program consul-
tant. WasteZero is a private company that assists 
municipalities with unit-based pricing, often re-
ferred to as “pay-per-bag” waste systems.

During the meeting, Board of Selectmen Chair 
Susan McFarland, a Democrat, explained that 
the proposal before the board involved both ac-
cepting the SMM grant and approving WasteZe-
ro as a consultant. However, she and other board 
members raised concerns about whether the 
program would benefit the town.

Selectman Anthony Bratz, a Democrat, stated 
that he did not see a benefit to the WasteZero 
program, and Selectwoman Louise Concodello, 
a Republican, agreed. The general consensus of 
the board was that the program did not provide 
a clear advantage for Marlborough at this time.

WasteZero Dominates Public Comment
A large portion of the meeting was devoted 

to public comment, with many residents speak-
ing about waste management, the existing food 

scrap program and concerns about pay-per-bag 
systems.

Resident Hal Whitney noted that Marlbor-
ough’s food scrap recycling program has already 
been successful, and he explained that the town 
distributed approximately 100 six-gallon com-
posting pails to residents at no cost. Reporting 
strong participation, Whitney compared Marl-
borough’s approach to other towns, such as Had-
dam, which charged residents for composting 
pails.

Whitney suggested modifying the grant rather 
than rejecting it outright. He proposed reducing 
the grant amount to approximately $25,000 to 
$30,000 and using the funds to purchase an ad-
ditional 500 composting pails and to install more 
Blue Earth food scrap collection bins on the far 
side of town. In regards to WasteZero’s proposal, 
Whitney said the “bottom line is to sell us over-
priced garbage bags to accomplish the same ob-
jective: Remove heavy food scraps from the trash 
and redirect them to the … Blue Earth compost 
bin. We can do that ourselves by expanding and 
publicizing this current scrap program.”

Resident Tom O’Connell, who shared that he 
has 20 years of experience in the waste and re-
cycling industry, spoke at length about potential 
impacts of pay-per-bag systems. He explained 
that when higher-income households switch to 
private curbside pickup, fixed costs at the trans-
fer station remain while usage declines. Accord-
ing to O’Connell, this often leads to higher fees 
for remaining users, especially seniors and resi-
dents on fixed incomes.

O’Connell also emphasized that Marlbor-
ough’s existing food recycling program has re-
duced waste without penalizing residents. He 
cautioned that vendor-driven bag programs can 
create long-term challenges related to equity, en-
forcement and participation, even if initial pilot 
programs appear successful.

Resident Beth Lander Morris spoke in sup-
port of the SMM grant. As a member of the Sus-
tainable Marlborough team, she described the 
food scrap collection program as successful but, 
like Whitney, felt it was under-promoted. She 
said the grant could help increase participation 
through outreach and education.

Martha Smigel, a member of the Conservation 
Commission speaking as an individual, stressed 
that sustainability begins with reducing waste at 
the source. She raised concerns about education 
and enforcement at the transfer station and said 
that a program of this scale would represent a 
systemic change. Smigel stated that she believed 
a town-wide referendum should be considered 
before implementing such changes.

Grant Discussion and Decision
After hearing public comments, board mem-

bers discussed whether the grant could be modi-
fied. McFarland asked Town Manager David Por-
ter whether it would be possible to reallocate the 
grant funds toward other sustainability efforts, 
such as expanding composting or recycling edu-
cation, instead of contracting with WasteZero.

Porter responded that modifying the grant 
was unlikely but said the town would not know 
unless it asked. He agreed to contact DEEP to 
determine whether the grant could be adjusted. 
“You never get what you don’t ask for,” Porter 
said. “So I’m going to call and ask.”

Selectman John Rizza, a Democrat, suggested 
that residents who spoke and had professional 
experience in waste management volunteer to 
assist the board and town manager in evaluating 
options.

McFarland made a motion to table the SMM 
Grant and the authorization to engage WasteZe-
ro until the next BOS meeting on Feb. 17, which 
passed unanimously.

Other Financial Items Discussed
While WasteZero was the central topic, the 

board also reviewed other financial matters. Por-
ter presented a draft of the fiscal year 2026-2027 
budget, noting that the Board of Finance direct-
ed him to stay within a 3.5% increase. Major cost 
drivers included payroll, contractual obligations 
and health insurance, which is projected to in-
crease approximately by 15%.

The board also heard a presentation from the 
Commission on Aging regarding a proposed 
new part-time position at the Marlborough Se-
nior Center. If approved, the position would cost 
$26,310 annually. The position is not currently 
included in the upcoming budget and was dis-
cussed as a future consideration.

Vacancies on Town Boards, Commissions
The Town of Marlborough is seeking residents 

to serve on various town agencies. The following 
commissions have alternate vacancies: Economic 
Development, Lake Advisory, Water Pollution 
Control Authority, Nature Trails and Sidewalks, 
and the Commission on Aging.

All residents of Marlborough who are regis-
tered to vote are eligible. Interested candidates 
should go to the town website and search ‘Vacan-
cies’ in the search bar , then click on Vacancies - 
Marlborough, CT and then click ‘Application for 

Appointment to Boards, Commissions or Com-
mittee’ for the most recent application.

The closing date on applications for vacancies 
is 30 days from the first date that the vacancy is 
posted in the newspaper – which in this case was 
Feb. 6.

Applications can be dropped off at the Town 
Hall in the Town Clerk’s office, or you can mail 
them to: Marlborough Town Hall, Town Manag-
er’s Office, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 06447.

Upcoming Classes at Marlborough Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., will offer a variety of classes in late Feb-
ruary, March, and April to help break up the win-
ter blues. 

The last day of February (Feb. 28), a Saturday 
workshop is being offered on how to decorate 
Ukrainian eggs. In March, there will be a variety 
of six-week workshops starting up for beginner to 
advanced watercolor enthusiasts. And if you only 
have a Saturday available, there is an Intro to Wa-
tercolor and an Intermediate Watercolor work-
shop, each three hours, on March 28; one will be 
in the morning and the other in the afternoon. 

If you want to try a different medium, expres-
sive Landscapes in Acrylic is for all levels and is 

being held on Sunday afternoon, April 26. And 
for those more interested in working with pen, 
pencil, and ink in mixed media, check out the 
classes in the Zentangle club. You can attend any 
session and learn an abstract, relaxing art form 
that doesn’t take much time and requires minimal 
supplies. The instructor, Laura Marks, is active in 
the Art for Healing program at Hartford Hospital.

For more information, go to marlborougharts.
org. Click on the menu link on the upper right-
hand corner of the home page and then click on 
Classes and then Current Offerings.

Online registration is preferred, but mail-in is 
also possible. For more information on that, call 
860-467-6353.

The Kenn Morr Band will play at Marlborough Arts Center, 231 North Main St., 
on Friday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 p.m. 

Kenn Morr Band to Perform at Arts Center
The Kenn Morr Band (kennmorr.com/home) 

will perform at the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café 
hosted by the Marlborough Arts Center, 231 
North Main St., on Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Kenn Morr Band is touring in support of 
its latest release, Still Shining. Recorded at Sandy 
Brook Studios in Colebrook, the album features 
eleven new songs penned by Morr highlighted 
by the cohesive playing of the Kenn Morr Band.

In addition to Morr, the band features violin 
virtuoso and multi-instrumentalist Tom Hagy-
masi, Berklee College of Music grad Pat Ryan 
on bass, and drummer Tido (T-Bone) Holt-
kamp. Known for its three-part vocal harmo-

nies and instrumental interplay, the group has 
been together for many years. 

Admission to this program is free, subsidized 
by a grant from the Marlborough Greater To-
gether Community Fund of the Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins 
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. 
Other non-alcoholic beverages will be available. 
There is on-site parking, and the Marlborough 
Arts Center is handicapped accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call 860-467-6353.

Vacancies on the MES Building Committee
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 

seeking volunteers to serve on the Marlbor-
ough Elementary School Building Commit-
tee. 

Assisted by an architect and other consult-
ing engineers, MESBC members are respon-
sible for preparing an estimate of the total 
project cost, a schedule, and plan documents 
for the major alteration project designated by 
the Board of Education. The MESBC will pre-

pare an RFP for an Owner’s Project Manage-
ment firm to help prepare for a town refer-
endum and manage the scope, schedule, and 
budget through completion. 

Experience in the construction industry or 
trades is helpful and appreciated. 

Questions can be directed to Town Manag-
er David Porter at dporter@marlboroughct.
gov. Applications are available on www.marl-
boroughct.gov or in the town clerk’s office.
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Flashing Back to Old Home Days 2016
After the winter we’ve had, who wouldn’t 

want to think about summer right about now? 
And for scores of East Hampton residents, sum-
mer means one thing: Old Home Days. So for a 
Flashback Friday this week, let’s turn back the 
clock to 2016, and specifically some of the sights 
from that year’s Old Home Days parade.

That year’s “Glorious Celebration” also fea-
tured the unveiling and dedication of new signs 

recognizing a portion of Route 196 as the Rus-
sell Oakes Memorial Highway. The two signs, 
one at the intersection of Route 66 and one near 
the corner of Skinner Street, encompassed part 
of the 1.5-mile Old Home Day Parade route 
over which Oakes presided for two decades. 
Oakes had passed away earlier that year at the 
age of 75. 
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RE5-9-25

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Obituaries

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home Celebrates 30 Years 

Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home in Colchester is marking 30 years of service this 
year. Pictured from left are funeral home staff members Isabelle Nowosad, Kailyn 
Perez, Kristi Aamoth, Bret Fensley, Genevieve McCarthy Nowosad and Pat McCarthy. 
Staff not pictured: Sean McCarthy, Alana Nowosad and Lilah Nowosad.

Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home in Colches-
ter marks 30 years of service this year. Founded 
in 1996, the family-owned funeral home has 
built its reputation on compassionate care, per-
sonal attention, and its guiding motto: Family 
Serving Families.

The funeral home said remaining family-
owned and operated has allowed the funeral 
home to maintain a deep personal approach 
while adapting to the evolving needs and tradi-
tions of the community.

“Our philosophy has always been simple,” 
said Patricia McCarthy, owner and director. 
“We treat every family as if they were our own. 
That commitment has guided us for 30 years 
and continues to shape everything we do.”

Over the years, Aurora-McCarthy Funeral 
Home has expanded its services to include tra-

ditional funerals, memorial services, cremation 
options, pre-planning, and veteran services. The 
funeral home remains actively involved in the 
community through support with local events, 
charitable work, faith organizations, and civic 
groups.

As part of its 30th anniversary, Aurora-Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home extends its sincere grati-
tude to the families who have placed their trust 
in the funeral home over the years. 

“It has been an honor to serve this communi-
ty,” added McCarthy. “We look forward to con-
tinuing our mission of family serving families 
for generations to come.”

For more information about Aurora-McCar-
thy Funeral Home and its services, visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com or call 860-
537-9611.

East Haddam
Mark Bottaro

Mark Bottaro, of East 
Haddam, passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 18. He was 
born Feb. 22, 1958, in 
Hartford, to the late Ange-
lo and Alice Bottaro. After 
graduating high school, 
he began working in con-
struction and owned his 
own business for 29 years.

Mark was known for 
his soft demeanor, kind 
heart, honesty, and unwavering loyalty to the 
ones he loved. In his spare time Mark enjoyed 
hikes with his wife and his dog Piper, he loved 
watching his favorite teams play the Red Sox 
and the Giants, and he also enjoyed playing 
his acoustic guitar and enjoying music with his 
family. Throughout his life he loved speed bikes 
and muscle cars. He was always willing to help 
his family and friends in any way he could.

He will be deeply missed but always remem-
bered with love by his wife, Jennifer of East 
Haddam; his son, Jackson of East Haddam; his 
brother, David of Southington; his many nieces, 
nephews, close friends and extended family.

A service was held Monday, Feb. 9, at the Au-
rora McCarthy Funeral Home in Colchester.

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Mark, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.

Colchester
Alfred Arnold Amon

It is with sadness that 
we announce the passing 
of Alfred Arnold Amon 
on Tuesday, Feb. 3. Alfred 
was 83 years old. He was 
born in Willimantic on 
Dec. 10, 1942, the son of 
the late Edward and Fre-
ida (Krause) Amon.

Alfred, known to his 
family as Unky, was a 
lifelong resident of Leba-
non, attending school there and then went on 
to trade school learning skills as an electrician. 
He worked for a time with the union, N.E.C.A./
IBEW local 35 and later went into business him-
self, partnering as Koppish and Amon Electric. 
Alfred was an active member of the Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Lebanon where he also 
served as a Deacon for many years. He was also 
a member of the Moose Club in Willimantic 
and the Lebanon Grange. In his free time, Al-
fred enjoyed bowling, horseback riding, and 
sorting through treasures at tag sales and auc-
tions. Most importantly, he loved spending time 

Portland
Arthur R. Tuttle

Arthur R. Tuttle, 66, 
of Portland, passed away 
from cancer at home on 
Tuesday, Feb. 3. Born and 
raised in East Hampton, 
Art had a lifelong love of 
the outdoors. He was an 
avid fisherman and hunt-
er, who proudly served as 
president and a life time 
member of the Belltown 
Sportsmen’s Club, where 
his grandfather was one of the founding mem-
bers.

A true “jack of all trades,” Art could fix just 
about anything. He was also a talented potter 
and glass artist, and a longtime member of Wes-
leyan Potters in Middletown, where he was the 
building and grounds co-chair for many years. 
Art believed in always doing the right thing, 
making people laugh, and always lending a 
hand to those who needed it.

He was passionate about music and loved 
going to concerts. On weekends during racing 
season, you could always find him watching 
NASCAR, cheering on Joey #22.

Above all, Art valued his family. His fam-
ily was the most important thing to him. He 
loved his wife, two daughters, his two sons-in-
law (who he considered his sons), and his two 
grandchildren more than anything in the world, 
and was incredibly proud of them. He loved 
spending time with them sometimes as the qui-
et observer or sneaking candy to the grandkids. 
Telling them really corny dad jokes and playing 
his music way too loud. 

Art is survived by his loving wife and best 
friend of 43 years, Cheryl Schoell Tuttle of Port-
land; his daughter, Chrystal and husband, Justin 
Goodson of East Hampton, and daughter, Jessi-
ca and husband, Michael Siavrakas of Cheshire; 

Colchester
Joan M. Rogers

Joan M. Rogers, 83, of 
Colchester, passed away 
Tuesday, Feb. 3. Born Dec. 
29, 1942, in New Britain, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Henry and Helen 
Rogers. 

Joan enjoyed a career as 
a sole proprietor and later 
worked at the local vet 
and elderly assisted living. 
She often spent her retire-
ment days at the Colchester library and tending 
to her plants at home. She also enjoyed physical 
activity, and one would often see her walking in 
her neighborhood several miles a day.

Joan leaves behind a daughter, Karen Bis-
sell of New Jersey; a sister, Elizabeth Lemelin 
of Plantsville; and several nieces and nephews. 
Joan was predeceased by a son, Steven Bissell.

Burial will be at the Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Rocky Hill. A private memorial service will take 
place at this time. 

Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home is entrusted 
with Joan’s arrangements. 

East Hampton
John Bair

John Edward Bair Sr., 
72, of Higganum, husband 
of Camille “Bookie” (Carl-
son) Bair, died Friday, Feb. 
6, at his home, surrounded 
by his family. He was born 
in Huntingdon, Pa., the 
son of the late Stanley and 
Betty (Winnick) Bair. 

John was a veteran 
serving with the U.S. Ma-
rines. Prior to his retire-
ment, he worked for Pratt & Whitney Aircraft. 
He loved the outdoors and was an avid boater.

John is survived by his wife, Camille; chil-
dren, John Bair Jr. and his wife Theresa of Hig-
ganum, Brittany Hall of New Britain, Charlie 
Bair of Higganum; brother, Larry Bair of East 
Hampton; six grandchildren, David Bair, Nata-
lie Melendez, Zoey Hall, Jabriell Melendez, 
Max Bair and Josephine Bair; brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Tiger and Yvonne Carlson of 
Higganum. He was predeceased by his brother, 
Robert M. Bair.

“If you knew him, you have your own stories.”
Visitation will be held on Sunday, Feb. 15, 

from 2-4 p.m., followed by a military funeral 
honors service at 4 p.m. at Biega Funeral Home, 
3 Silver St., Middletown. Burial will be held at 
the convenience of the family. 

Those who wish may send memorial con-
tributions in John’s memory to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758517, Topeka, KS 
66675. 

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

and his beloved grandchildren, Harper Good-
son and Michael Gus Siavrakas, who will always 
remember him as “Papa.”

To be friends with Art was a friend for life. 
He will be deeply missed by all who knew and 
loved him.

Funeral services will be held Saturday, Feb. 21, 
at 11 a.m., in the First Congregational Church, 
554 Main St., Portland. Burial will be at a later 
date in Swedish Cemetery, Portland.

In lieu of flowers please consider a donation 
in his memory to the ACLU. www.aclu.org or 
NORML, norml.org.

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

Obituaries
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Colchester
Mirian Elizabeth Ryan

Mirian Elizabeth Ryan 
of Colchester passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Feb. 8, 
surrounded by the love of 
her family. She was born 
Aug. 17, 1932, in Ryder-
wood, Md., to the late El-
don and Catherine Amos. 

In 1951, Mirian mar-
ried the love of her life, 
Ray Ryan. Together they 
shared a devoted mar-
riage and raised three children in Colchester, 
where Mirian built a life centered on family, 
service, and quiet strength.

Mirian spent most of her life as a dedicated 
homemaker, pouring her heart into her family 
and home. Outside the home, she also worked 
as an administrative assistant at Aaron Dress 
and later as a baker at Bacon Academy, where 
her warmth and work ethic were deeply appre-
ciated. She proudly served for many years as the 
Girl Scout Cookie Chairman for the Colchester 
Council, supporting generations of young girls 
with encouragement and leadership. In her free 
time, Mirian found joy in tending her gardens-
both flowers and vegetables – nurturing beauty 
and life in everything she touched.

She will be deeply missed and forever cher-
ished by her children, Michael (Selina) Ryan, 
Daniel Ryan, and Sally Ryan, all of Colches-
ter; her sister, May Polley of Pennsylvania; her 
grandchildren and their spouses, Matthew 
(Danielle), Benjamin (Sanna), James (Lizbeth), 
Jenavieve, Lindsay (Mike), and Hunter; her 
great-grandchildren, Jackson, Theodore, Kara, 
and Kacey; and many extended family members 
and dear friends.

Mirian was preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Ray Ryan, and her brothers, John and 
Charles. Her kindness, devotion to family, and 
gentle spirit will remain in the hearts of all who 
knew her.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company.

 Visitation will be Friday, Feb. 13, from 10 
a.m.-noon, at the Aurora McCarthy Funeral 
Home. A service will be held Friday, Feb. 13, at 
noon.

For online condolences or to share a memory 
of Mirian, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

with his family and friends.
Alfred will be missed by all who knew him 

but always remembered with love. He is sur-
vived by a brother, Harold Amon and his wife 
Patricia of Colchester; a sister, Ruth Kuzmech 
(John) of Naugatuck; his caregivers, nephew 
Randy Vincelette and wife Lynn and niece Tina 
Buskey and husband Paul, both of Lebanon. 
He is also survived by many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews, extended family, and 
friends. 

In addition to his parents, Alfred was pre-
ceded in death by two brothers, Edward and 
Frederick Amon, and a sister, Louise Vincelette.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
Feb. 21, at the Redeemer Lutheran Church, 328 
Village Hill Road, Lebanon, CT 06249. Calling 
hours are at 10 a.m., with a service at 11 a.m. 
Reception will be in church hall following the 
service. Burial will be at the convenience of the 
family at the New Lebanon Cemetery, Water-
man Road, Lebanon. 

Donations in Alfred’s memory may be made 
to Redeemer Lutheran Church.

For online condolences or to share a memory 
of Alfred, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Obituaries

NOTICE OF ACTION
TOWN OF ANDOVER

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals took the following actions 
at their Special Meeting February 3, 2026:  
Denied: ZBA # 25-15ZBA Application of Christine Gomes, 52 Bau-
sola Road Andover CT 06232. Application to vary frontage and lot 
area for a vacant lot, accessors Map/Block/Lot 32/48/53CB. 
Please direct any questions to 860.742.7305, ext. 4220.  
Fred Oliver
Chairperson – Zoning Board of Appeals 1TB 2/13

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
At the regular meeting on Wednesday, February 4, 2026 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Town Hall and via ZOOM, the East Hampton Planning 
and Zoning Commission took the following actions:
Referral from WPCA under CGS 8-24 for Clark Hill Road Sewer 
Expansion – Favorable Recommendation 
PZC-25-013: Investment LLC, 8 Aldens Crossing Road, for a 
two lot Re-subdivision. Map 12/ Block 16/ Lot 2. – Approved with 
Conditions
PZC-20-024: Phoebe & Violet LLC, 249 West High Street, 
Request Extension for Special Permit Sec. 8.4 Motor Fuel Filling 
Station with convenience store in the Commercial Zone, Section 
5.2, Мap 6/ Block 12 /Lot 1B – Approved with Condition
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 1TB 2/13
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LEGAL NOTICE, TOWN OF
MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT

BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS WILL HOLD HEAR-

INGS AND/OR DELIBERATIONS AT THE SENIOR CENTER, 
17 SCHOOL DRIVE MARLBOROUGH.

THE DATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
2025 REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY & 2024

SUPPLEMENTAL MOTOR VEHICLE GRAND LISTS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11: FROM 6:30 PM

IN PERSON HEARINGS ONLY
2026 MOTOR VEHICLE GRAND LIST

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11: FROM 6:30 PM
IN PERSON HEARINGS ONLY

Applications will be available on February 1, 2026 and MUST 
be in to the Assessor’s office by Fed Ex, UPS, USPS or email, 

Assessors office, on or before 2/20/2026 by 4:30 pm.
With all supportive documentation in order for the appointment 

date and time scheduled to be honored.
Appellants/ or representatives must physically attend the

hearing or a decision will not be rendered.

TOWN OF HEBRON
LEGAL NOTICE

At their meeting on February 5, 2026, the Town Council de-
clared a vacancy on the Planning & Zoning Commission.  The 
Council designates Friday, February 13, 2026, as the posting 
date for the vacancy notice.  The 35th and final day by which 
nominations shall be received is Friday, March 20, 2026. The 
Town Council is now notifying the political parties and the 
general public of this vacancy.  
Interested candidates should attend a meeting of the Commis-
sion and discuss with the Chairman the frequency of meetings 
and the time commitment involved.  
All residents of Hebron who are registered to vote are eligible.  
Letters of interest or questions may be addressed to Andrew 
J. Tierney, Town Manager, Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, Connecticut 06248 or call 860-228-5971. 1TB 2/13

MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission, at its regular meeting on 
February 5, 2026, took the following action: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #Z-06-23 – 5 Hebron Road, SunEv Inc. (Ap-
plicant) C&G Properties LLC. (Property Owner) Site Plan 
Modification approved with conditions
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 2/13

LEGAL NOTICE
Global 17  LLC

244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT

860.267.6623
Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday February 21st 2026 at 8:00 AM 
Property previously owned by:
A Paradis

2TB 2/6, 2/13

LEGAL NOTICE
Global Freestone LLC
244 Middletown Ave.

East Hampton, CT
860.267.6623

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday February 21st 2026 at 8:00 AM 
Property previously owned by:
R DiYulio

2TB 2/6, 2/13

in the aftermath.
Even in his final months, while battling non-

Hodgkin lymphoma, Brown remained active. 
On the Fourth of July weekend this past sum-
mer, he was among the first on scene at a ma-
jor structure fire just down the street from his 
home. As First Selectman Bernie Dennler said 
during a eulogy at Brown’s funeral, “Rob was 
there as a firefighter, but he was also there as a 
neighbor. Trouble on his street? Of course, Rob 
is the guy who shows up.”

That simple truth – he shows up – echoed 
again and again in the memories shared by 
those who loved him.

Dennler, who spoke at the funeral as a family 
member of Brown’s, recounted a freezing Janu-
ary morning just days before Brown’s passing. A 
boiler had burst in his home. 

“I did the thing I always did if something was 
broken and I didn’t know what to do,” Dennler 
said. “I called Uncle Rob. And of course, within 
minutes, there he was armed with propane heat-
ers to save the day.” 

Brown had recently undergone chemothera-
py, yet there he was, in three-degree weather at 
sunrise. 

“That’s Rob for you,” Dennler said. “And the 
thing is … he never bragged about it. Didn’t ask 
for credit, didn’t ask for anything in return. He 
just showed up and he helped.”

At the firehouse, that same steady devotion 
was evident in small, daily acts. “He was always 
… the last one to leave, turning off the lights 
and locking the doors,” Czarkowski Marvin re-
membered. If anyone had a question about the 
building – one he helped construct as part of the 
building committee – Brown had the answer.

He was strict when he needed to be, but deep-
ly respected. “He got his point across, you know, 
but … he was a leader that everyone wanted to 
follow,” Czarkowski Marvin shared. “You knew 
that he knew what he was doing … so you want-
ed to learn from him.”

Yet for all the intensity of emergency calls and 
training drills, there was also laughter – espe-
cially on Friday nights. For years, the depart-

ment covered ambulance duty on Fridays, and 
the station became a gathering place. 

“We would usually just be hanging out here 
on Friday evenings eating ice cream,” Czarkows-
ki Marvin said. “A lot of people would just stop 
by and hang, and we’d just laugh and laugh.” The 
ice cream was no accident. “Rob always wanted 
ice cream,” she said. His sweet tooth became so 
legendary that a local creamery, Salem Valley 
Farms, even created a flavor in his honor.

For Brown, sleep was optional. 
“He didn’t sleep,” Czarkowski Marvin said 

with a chuckle. “He just was always on call. He 
was always there when someone needed him. … 
Time didn’t matter. You could call him at mid-
night, and he would be there.”

In his eulogy, Dennler captured that relentless 
energy perfectly, describing Brown’s “I trained 
the Energizer Bunny” attitude. He called him a 
“one-of-a-kind man, an example of the very best 
of Colchester, frankly the very best of America.” 

In one of the most vivid tributes, Dennler 
said Brown was “simultaneously unassuming 
and also almost larger-than-life hero, a sort of 
mythic figure, like a Norman Rockwell painting 
come to life.”

But perhaps the most heartfelt reflection was 
this: “We are left today with a huge, Rob-shaped 
hole in our lives and in our community.”

Brown’s love extended first and foremost to 
his family – his beloved wife of 45 years, Donna; 
his children and grandchildren; his siblings and 
extended family. As Czarkowski Marvin gently 
said, “All of our thoughts are with the family. … 
They’re the ones experiencing the hardest time 
right now.”

Brown’s legacy, however, reaches far beyond 
bloodlines. It lives in every firefighter he trained, 
every neighbor he helped, every structure he 
built, every call he answered without hesitation.

In his closing words at the funeral, Dennler 
offered a charge that feels like both instruction 
and invitation: “Work hard, be there for each 
other, and eat lots of ice cream.”

Rob Brown did all three. And because he did, 
a community is stronger, safer and kinder today.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cov
$Remembering Rob Brown, cont. from page 1

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Check that your kids 
are in the right seat at 

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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PETS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

DENTIST WANTED

RE1-16-26

 COLCHESTER DENTAL GROUP  Seeking a Part-time, 
full-time, or part-time leading to full time. Eventual buy-
in and/or partnership option, for a fee-for-service dental 
office willing to explore all of these possibilities.
For the right person, this is an ideal opportunity. One 
owner AACD accredited dentist practicing full-time, and 
available to mentor as needed. 
Benefits and schedule are negotiable. We are well known as 
the best in the area, and we intend to keep it that way. Our 
incredible staff has always been one of consistency, longevity 
and dedication.
Resumes can be sent to 79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester 
CT 06415 or TheCDG@sbcglobal.net

LEGALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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WANTED 
TO BUY

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
F R E E  R E V I E W : 
Comic Books, Vintage 
Toys, Sports Cards, 
Adv Signs/Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Station), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at a 
place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic 
at  860-836-5013 or 
email dmbappraisal@
sbcglobal.net.

RE2-13-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Surround yourself with people that 
push you to be better. No drama,

jealousy or mess…just higher goals, 
good vibes and positive energy.

Choose wisely.

A PA R T M E N T F O R 
RENT: Near Glaston
bury line, $1,400.00 
monthly, all included. 
Call 860-881-7479.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON­
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.
Rentals

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  starting 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
Al l  an t iques;  toys , 
m i l i t a r y,  w a t c h e s , 
advertising, jewelry, 
coins, clocks, signs, all 
musical instruments, 
guitars, saxophones, 
keyboards, trumpets, 
amplifiers, accordions, 
vintage electronics, 
hi-fi stereo, amplifiers, 
pro-audio, radios, ham 
equipment, tube type 
equipment, plus more. 
1 item or entire estate. 
Call 860-707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

FOR SALE

TOWN OF PORTLAND INLAND
WETLANDS COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At the February 3, 2026 regular meeting, the Inland Wetlands 
Commission took the following actions:
APPROVED with CONDITIONS - Application #25-02: 234 East 
Cotton Hill Road. Proposal to construct inground pool and 
associated patio within upland review area. Application of John 
Burney and property of John and Kathryn Burney. Map 93, Lot 
20-2. Zone RR.
APPROVED with CONDITIONS - Application #25-03: 8 Jobs 
Pond Road. Proposal to construct new house with associated 
improvements within upland review area. Application of Carlos 
Riano and property of H + R Realty Corp. Map 16, Lot 4. Zone 
RR.
APPROVED with CONDITIONS - Application #25-04: 36 
Breezy Corners. Proposal to construct new house with associ-
ated improvements within upland review area. Application of 
Carlos Riano and property of H + R Realty Corp. Map 16, Lot 
4-2. Zone RR.
Dated in Portland, CT this 4th day of February 2026
Martha Dumas, Chairwoman
Inland Wetlands Commission

1TB 2/13

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
Adoption of Ordinance

Police Protection Ordinance
The Town of Colchester at a Town Meeting on February 10, 
2026 adopted a Police Protection and Assessment of Road 
Work and Road Construction Projects ordinance for the Town 
of Colchester for the following purpose. 
Requires contractors performing road work in Colchester 
that disrupts normal traffic to notify the Resident Trooper 
and, when required, provide police protection at their own 
expense. Non-emergency work requires at least 72 hours’ 
written notice; emergency work must be reported as soon as 
practicable. The Resident Trooper determines whether police 
officers are needed, and if officers are unavailable, trained 
flaggers must be used. All work must follow the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). Town and State-
performed work (excluding subcontractors) is exempt.
A copy of the entire ordinance is on file in the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT

Respectfully Submitted,
Gayle Furman
Town Clerk

1TB 2/13

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
E2
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call me Today!

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every 
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher 
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors 
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account 
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed 
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error, 
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes 
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or 
persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or 
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. 
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable 
for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and 
propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will 
take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate 
everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

SERVICES

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
E1
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25

• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today! Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE

(860) 818-2773 C
IT

3-
9-

23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

Downed Tree & Debris Removal
Mulch Installation • Light Moving

Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
E1
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Roof
Shoveling
Commercial & Residential

Call for an estimate today!

— lawns-n-Stuff —
(860) 295-9692 R
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

CIT3-17-22

In Stock!

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
R

E1
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

E L E C T R I C  S TA N 
LLC: Offering service 
changes for meters 
and panels. Best price 
o f fe red .   L i censed 
and Insured. License 
#202454E1. 860-716-
7903.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

H A N D Y M A N S E R­
VICES: $50 an hour 
call for quotes on win
dow, door installations, 
p a i n t i n g  p r o j e c t s , 
plumbing repairs/install
ations, fully licensed 
and  i n su red / re fe r
ences available call 
Mark@860-805-8122.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In
terior/exterior painting, 
window/door install
ation, vinyl siding in
stallation and roof in
stallation. Pool patio & 
deck patio. Stucco, fin
ish basement, ceramic 
tiles, bathroom, remod
eling. Building mainten
ance, fence installation. 
House and offi ce clean
ing. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
BATH REMODELING: 
From everyday plumbing 
and repairs to complete 
bathroom renovations. 
Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call 
Justin at 860-316-1179

ROOFING, FLOOR­
ING, DECKS: All gen
eral home improvement 
and renovations. Call 
860-894-9919. 

W I N D O W C L E A N­
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention to 
detail, punctuality. Free 
in-person estimates. We 
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Now is the time to cut 
those trees down with the 

FROZEN GROUND!
CALL TODAY!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663

C
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860-228-3912

SERVICES

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.

new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,

interior/exterior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

CARPENTRY, WILL 
REPAIR & REPLACE: 
all types of woodwork.  
Kitchen remodelling. 
Replacement windows, 
interior/exterior trim, 
and siding.  Small jobs 
welcome. Licensed/In
sured. Glastonbury res
ident since 1985. Call 
Tracy 860-922-9036.

D&A TILE: Free estim
ates. Licensed and in
sured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDIT IONS, 
D E C K S, R O O F S & 
DOORS :  to f inished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Builders, 
LLC. See us on Face
book. B.B.B. 860-267-
1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully li
censed/insured. Call/Text 
Ben Egri 860-712-6257.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
weatherstripping and 
water damage repair of 
all kinds - We find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
siding, sheetrock, and 
woodwork - We offer 
complete sheetrock 
and plaster repair. All 
interior and exterior trim, 
including crown molding 
a n d  c h a i r  r a i l i n g . 
Also, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, pocket 
doors,  in ter i or  and 
exterior doors, custom 
s ta i rs ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
h a t c h w a y s ,  w o o d 
decking to Trex and 
more. Please call Rene 
860 716-2678.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3

-1
8-

22

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

RE
8-8

-25

REASONABLE RATES 
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 

MONTHLY OR 
WHEN NEEDED

CLEANING

Moving in or out. We also include 
products, sanitizing. Run errands, 

shop and rides to doctor appts.
CALL OR 

TEXT 860-849-2768

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
IT

11
-1

4-
24

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 

C
IT

9-
25

-2
5

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

ZERIK CONSTRUCTION

Zeke Schlagenhauf (860) 944.0735
builderzeke@aol.com

NHC 0016546  Coventry

Additions, 
Roofing, 
Siding, 
Windows

C
IT

1-
22

-2
6

CIT12-5-24

KATE 202501 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202505 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202502 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202503 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202506 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202504 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
May 2025  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

R
E1

-1
5-

26

R
E1

-1
6-

26

Freshen Up for Spring!

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
E3

-1
3-

20

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CLEANING SERVICES

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
10

-5
-2

3

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
-7

-2
1

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3

-1
3-

20

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Responsible, Brazilian 
woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very 
professional and punc
tual. $10 fee for quotes, 
goes towards first clean
ing appointment. Also 
good with pets. Call or 
text 860-212-4586.

ICLEAN   SERVICES, 
LLC: residential, com
mercial, post-construc
tion, one-time cleaning. 
Good references. Free 
estimates. Please call 
860-680-0777.

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
IT

2-
6-

25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing



Page 36	 NEWS BULLETIN • February 13, 2026

Love Lines
Josh, 

Happy 12th anniversary. I 
will love you forever 

and always.

-Amanda

Jud, 
Together forever 

my love.

-Mimi

Island Boy, 
I love you.

-Snowflake

Bernie and Pop, 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

We love you!

-Ruth and 
Marshall

You are my 
everything

xx

Meet me at 
Camp...

you know 
when

I don’t say it 
enough -

I LOVE you

Dear Vikki, 
Happy 1st Valentine’s 

Day in our new 
home. I love you!

-Ashley

My love, my love, 
my love, there’s 

nothing more that 
needs to be said.

-Kevin

C,
Thank you! 
What a life!

-B

Dawn,
You are the 

brightest star in 
my life.

-Mark

Dave,
Today Tomorrow 

Always. 
Love
-Mel

Kristy,
“How you doin’?”

Love ya! 
-Nick

Emily, Declan, and Audrina,
Keep up the amazing work 

and continue reaching 
for the stars!

Love, 
-Mom & Dad

Honey,
You’re still my 

girl.

Trina, Amy, Sara, 
Brianna, Elena,

My 5 snow angels
Love 

-Daddy, Dad, 
Grandpa

My Joey,
You are my Valentine 

every single day. 
I love you & us. 

-Bev

Pat & Kevin
FOREVER

Welcome 
Callum!

We love you!

Honey,
You put a smile on 

my face

xxx
ooo

Delo,
You still take my 

breath away.

-Joe

K,
Another greatest 

year together

-P

I still remember 
when we walked 
home in the rain.

-Izzie


