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Colchester Residents Camp for a Cause

Brrrr, it’s cold out here! Founder of “Freezin’ for a Reason” Fred Brown stands 
center in the freezing weather holding the donation bucket, with Rob Suchecki, left, 
and Greg Cordova, right.

By Toriana Williams
For 46 hours every February, while most 

people are indoors turning up thermostats and 
pulling on extra blankets, three men in Colches-
ter choose a very different approach. They step 
into a tent, light a burn barrel, zip up their jack-
ets and settle in for a long weekend of cold – all 
to benefit the town fuel bank. 

The fundraiser is called “Freezin’ for a Rea-
son,” and after 17 years, it has become a grass-
roots winter tradition dedicated to one simple 
goal: helping neighbors keep their homes warm.

“This is the 17th year,” founder Fred Brown 
said matter-of-factly, as if nearly two decades of 
voluntary freezing were the most natural thing 
in the world. The event began with a desire to 
give back, but also to do something a little dif-
ferent. 

“I wanted to do something to … give back to 
raise money,” he said. “I thought of all the other 
things people were doing, and I wanted to do 
something they hadn’t done.” 

While nearby East Hampton has the Turkey 
Plunge every year, which sees folks take a dip in 
chilly Lake Pocotopaug to raise money for the 
town food bank, Brown admitted he does not 
enjoy plunging into cold waters. So this was the 
solution that came to mind. 

“I did something similar, but we got heat,” he 
said,

That “heat” is relative. There’s no heater in the 
tent – just whatever warmth that can be coaxed 
from a burn barrel and a few layers of clothing. 
From Friday afternoon to Sunday at noon, the 
group stays outside continuously, logging 46 
straight hours in the elements.

Even though the group remains in high spirits 
throughout the weekend, the reason behind the 
cold is no joke. The fundraiser supports the local 
fuel bank, an organization that helps residents 
who face impossible choices during winter.

“We’re raising money for the [Colchester 
Fuel Bank],” said Brown. “Because there’s too 
many people out there that can’t afford to heat 
their homes and buy medications, or heat their 
homes and buy food.” That reality isn’t theoreti-
cal for the men involved. 

“The three of us have seen people that have had 
to keep their houses at 55, 58 degrees,” he added. 
“And this winter has been especially brutal.”

Over the years, “Freezin’ for a Reason” has 
evolved from a small, stubborn idea into a com-
munity-supported effort. While the founder 
stuck it out from the beginning, others joined 
later.

“Originally there were two other guys in-
volved, and after two years, they’d had enough,” 
Brown recalled with a laugh. “But I couldn’t let 
it go. It’s a great event.”

Eventually, new volunteers were recruited – 
sometimes with good-natured skepticism.

“Fred saw me and … thought ‘That guy’s cra-
zy. I’ll invite him!” laughed Rob Suchecki, who 
has been involved for roughly three years with 
the third member Greg Cordova, who has been 
a part of the cause for around five years.

The accommodations are basic, and humor 
helps pass the time. The tent is compact, to put it 
kindly. Despite the close quarters, warmth is nev-
er guaranteed. “There’s no heat,” Suchecki stated. 

The temperature within the tent matches what 
is outside. “Whatever the air temperature is, is 
what is in there,” Suchecki said. The tent does 
offer one small mercy: “The good thing is … it 
helps with precipitation and it blocks the wind,” 
Brown shared. “A little bit,” Suchecki smiled.

Weather, as it turns out, is one of the few vari-
ables they don’t control. The event is held the 
same weekend every year, no matter what. 

“We pick the same weekend every year. It’s 
the second weekend in February,” said Suchecki. 
“So we’re choosing the weekend. We don’t pick 
the weather.” 

That has led to everything from mild winters 
to dangerous cold. 

“We’ve had years where it’s been 50 degrees 
out here,” he stated. “We’ve also had years where 
it’s been … minus 9 overnight.”

This year landed firmly on the colder side. 
The weather recently had been “chilly at night,” 
shared Suchecki. According to the three men, 
Friday night had gotten down to 15 degrees, 
and by Sunday morning it was 12 degrees. Still, 
the group persevered, kept steady by visits from 
community members dropping off donations, 

Valentine’s Joy Spans the Generations 
By Toriana Williams

On a chilly Feb. 13 evening in Hebron, the 
community room at Colebrook Village was 
transformed into a Valentine’s Day dream.

Red and pink decorations shimmered under 
soft lights. Heart-shaped accents hung from the 
walls. A tree stood in the corner, decorated in 
beautiful hues of pink and red. Balloons floated 
above tables dressed with chocolate centerpiec-
es. At one side of the room, a flower bar offered 
fresh blooms waiting to be arranged into bou-
quets.

The event, a “Senior Prom” planned by 
AHM’s SOAR (Service, Opportunity, Achieve-
ment and Resilience) middle and high school 
youth group in partnership with Colebrook, 
brought students and residents together for an 
evening of music, dancing and conversation. 
Students arrived earlier in the afternoon to 
prepare decorations, crafts, refreshments and 

a carefully chosen playlist. By 6 p.m., the room 
was full of energy.

Residents chatted with one another and with 
the teenagers who eagerly moved from table to 
table. Some tapped their feet to the music. Oth-
ers swayed gently in their seats. A few even rose 
to dance, and if standing wasn’t possible, they 
found others ways to move to the rhythm.

Lindy Rojas, a resident at Colebrook Village, 
smiled as she described the community she calls 
home. 

“Colebrook is a community for 55 and over, 
and we have a lot of independent people, and we 
also have some memory care people here,” she 
said. “We’re all very happy, because it’s a very 
beautiful place. The staff is incredible.”

She explained that the partnership with local 
schools has meant a great deal to residents over 
the years. “They come sing for us. They bring 

their bands for us, which is really nice,” she said. 
Events like the Senior Prom, Rojas said, give ev-
eryone something to look forward to.

When asked about the importance of stu-
dents visiting an independent living commu-
nity, Rojas spoke thoughtfully. “I think it helps 
them get to know us … and then for us, we get 
to see young people.” She added, “Anytime there 
are young people in the facility or little ones and 
babies or puppies or anything, we really enjoy 
that.”

Music played a powerful role throughout the 
evening. For many residents, songs carry mem-
ories that time cannot erase. “You never forget. 
They’ll never forget music. Music for them is all 
your life, no matter what,” Rojas said, and ex-
plained that even those struggling with memory 
still remember the melodies of their youth. As 
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Learn CPR
All are invited to learn CPR Sunday, March 

15, from 10 a.m.-noon at the Andover Volun-
teer Fire Department.

This Heartsaver CPR class cost is $20 and 
includes use of training materials, CPR/AED/
Choking for adults/child/infant and 2-year cer-
tification from the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required. Call Mindy Hegener 
at 860-706-3074.

Craft Supply Tag Sale
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Craft Supply Tag Sale 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, March 7. 

Are you a crafter and have craft supplies you 
no longer need or want?  Are you in search of 
new supplies?  Then this is the event for you!  

Vendor tables are available for $20.  Please 
leave a message at the church, 860-742-7696, for 
an application or more information.  Donations 
will also be accepted.

Bingo & Basket
Raffle Night

Andover Congregational Church, located at 
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle 
Night on Friday, Feb. 20, starting with dinner at 
5:30 p.m.; the game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

Correction
In the “Community and Senior Center 

Happenings” notice in the Andover sec-
tion of last week’s paper, the cost for the 
“Spanish for Beginners” course was listed 
as $80 per session. This is incorrect; it’s $80 
for the entire course, not for each session.

BOS Addresses Major Projects, Budget Planning
By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Selectmen met on 
Feb. 9. The meeting covered several important 
issues, including a nearly $3.8 million bridge 
project, grant funding updates, budget planning 
for the 2026-27 fiscal year, rising animal control 
costs and urgent concerns within the assessor’s 
office. The board also voted on multiple com-
mittee reappointments and scheduled upcom-
ing budget hearings.

Long Hill Bridge Project Bids Opened
One of the most significant updates involved 

the Long Hill Bridge project. Bid openings took 
place at Town Hall the previous week. A total of 
10 bids were received, with one rejected due to 
missing seals. That left nine valid bids.

The lowest bid came from Trademark Con-
tractors LLC in the amount of $3,797,298.50. 
All bids were opened publicly and reviewed by 
the town’s engineering team. First Selectman 
Jeffrey Maguire, a Democrat, said, “It was a very 
interesting process the way it should be done.” 
He emphasized that the process was handled 
transparently and according to proper proce-
dures. This project represents one of the town’s 
largest current infrastructure investments.

Animal Control Costs Could Rise 50%
The board discussed a notable increase in 

animal control costs. The town currently con-
tracts services through NECOG. Maguire stat-
ed they’re “having some problems with animal 
control,” and reported that NECOG initially in-
dicated they would terminate services at the end 
of the fiscal year. However, after pushback from 
member towns, NECOG decided to continue 
providing services.

Because Andover is a non-member, its 
rate would increase by 50%. The cost would 
rise from approximately $13,000 - $15,000 to 
$22,000 annually. While still less expensive than 
operating an in-house service, officials said 
the increase will need to be addressed during 
budget planning, and Maguire noted that he 
requested Town Administrator Jim Bellano to 
look at some “other options.”

Grants, Garage Project,
Percy Cook Trail Funding

The senior transportation grant project re-
mains on hold and will be reviewed by a new 
project committee. Officials stated that adjust-
ments may be required before the project moves 
forward.

The board also discussed the senior transpor-
tation garage project. Members indicated that 
changes may require approval at a future town 
meeting.

Selectman Scott Person, a Democrat, noted 
that he believed the Percy Cook Trail engineer-
ing funding may not have been allocated last 
year, and he stated the engineering cost was 
believed to be approximately $48,000. Officials 
agreed that the matter requires clarification and 
will be reviewed further.

Budget Planning for 2026-27
The board began reviewing the 2026-27 de-

partmental budget process. Town Treasurer 
Lisa Jablonski presented a new draft budget for-
mat that includes updated figures for fiscal years 
2023, 2024 and 2025.

She explained that she is still adding updated 
numbers daily, including the state police resi-
dent trooper amount. She also described on-
going challenges, including: bank access issues 
with M&T Bank, QuickBooks access difficulties 
and limited assistance from the previous trea-
surer.

Officials stated that the final column in the 
spreadsheet represents the proposed 2026-27 
budget and is still being developed.

Board members discussed the importance of 
capital planning and determining priorities be-
fore presenting recommendations to the Board 

of Finance. Last year, the BOF reduced town 
services, and selectmen expressed interest in 
exploring targeted increases while identifying 
possible savings in other areas.

The town budget meeting was officially 
moved from April 8 to April 9 to avoid conflicts 
with other boards. The motion passed unani-
mously 5-0.

Assessor’s Office Urgency,
Software Assistance

One of the most time-sensitive issues dis-
cussed involved the assessor’s office. Officials 
reported that approximately 325 personal prop-
erty tax returns will need to be entered into 
the QDS software system before the end of the 
month in order to properly bill taxes.

Additionally, the motor vehicle tax file from 
the Department of Motor Vehicles was not 
downloaded before it was removed from the 
state’s site. The assessor is now working to have 
the file created. Two assistance proposals were 
discussed: Bolton assessor services at $110 per 
hour and QDS software company assistance at 
$100 per hour, plus $100 per day for travel.

Limited real estate assistance involving Vi-
sion appraisal software would cost $125 per 
hour. QDS also offers free training at its Water-
bury facility. However, the new assistant asses-
sor is not scheduled to begin until March 3.

Board members expressed concern about 
timing and oversight. Some questioned why 
the motor vehicle file had not been downloaded 
earlier and why the assistant assessor’s start date 
was set for March. The board delayed final ap-
proval of a proposal pending further clarifica-
tion.

Snowstorm Response, Mailbox Policy
Officials praised the public works department 

for handling recent snowstorms. However, they 

noted that multiple storms occurred on week-
ends, leading to overtime costs. “It really is a 
problem for me that all these storms hit on the 
weekends,” Maguire noted.

Many residents reported damaged mailboxes 
as well. The board clarified the town’s policy: if 
a mailbox is struck directly by a plow truck, the 
town is responsible for repairs. If a mailbox is 
damaged by snow pushed from the plow, the 
resident is responsible. Officials acknowledged 
the difficulty of the situation but stated the poli-
cy follows established precedent.

Committee Reappointments
The board unanimously approved several 

committee reappointments, each by a 5-0 vote: 
library board, Andover Sustainable Committee 
and Old Andover Burial Ground Committee. 
Additionally, Roberta Doherty was confirmed 
as a member of the Economic Development 
Commission.

Other Business
The board added a discussion regarding 

check signers to the agenda, scheduled an ex-
ecutive session to discuss the town administra-
tor interview process and approved the event 
permit for the “Hoppin Hodges 5k” road race to 
use the Hop River Trail on April 5.
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Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering kin-

dergarten students for the 2026-27 school year. 
Andover’s kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.

Preschool Openings

Community Garden Offering Plots for 2026

Scholarship Opportunity Announced

Andover Elementary School Early Learning 
Center is accepting applications for preschool 
students for the 2026-27 school year. Andover’s 
preschool program is full day. Before and after-
school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2026, are eligible to attend at the start of the 
year. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: Early Start CT and 
the Smart Start Grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet. You may also down-
load one from www.andoverelementaryct.org.

The Andover Community Garden Commit-
tee is currently looking for Andover residents 
who would like to have their own garden space. 
All ages and abilities are welcome and the spac-
es are free of charge. There spaces being offered 
on a first-come, first-serve basis for the 2026 
growing season.

Bed owners will be responsible for planting 
approved vegetables, flowers, and herbs of their 
choice. They will also need to be able to com-
mit to the scheduled watering and caretaking 
responsibilities of their bed as well as the end-of 
season bed cleanup. There are tools available for 
use by the committed gardeners and there is an 

on-site watering system. Members of the com-
mittee can be available to help with gardening 
questions you may have or problem solve with 
any difficulties you face during the gardening 
season. The community garden’s growing sea-
son begins in mid- to late May and may end in 
late September.

To request a garden plot for 2026, volunteer, 
or for more information, feel free to message 
the Andover Community Garden Committee 
on their Facebook page “Andover (CT) Com-
munity Garden” or send an email to gardenan-
dovercommunity@gmail.com.

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover and is majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns, 
botany and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coven-

try, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glastonbury, 
Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storrs and 
Windsor Locks are also eligible for the schol-
arship.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

Scholarship Available
for Local Students

Andover Elementary School is now taking 
applications for the Andover Education Asso-
ciation and the Andover PTA Annual Schol-
arship, which is being offered to any Andover 
student.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339.

Application deadline is May 1. 

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center, 

located at 25 School Rd., is open daily from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. The lounge is open for cards, games 
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All 
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call 
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the 
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library. 
To receive the newsletter by email each month, 
call 860-742-7305. And to reserve space at the 
center, call 860-742-7305 x4510 for dates and 
available rates.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking 
instructors and other volunteers with special 
talents willing to share with the community. 
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop 
by the center if interested.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Yoga, Dominos, Knitting, trips to the li-
brary and the food pantry, Open Sew & Stitch, 
Chair Yoga, and more, see the monthly newslet-
ter. Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping Trips: 
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Willimantic 2/24, 
3/10 and 3/24, and Manchester on 3/3, 3/17 and 
3/31. Transportation is available.

Puzzles and Pizza: Thursdays at noon, start-
ing in February. Cost is $2. Come for the puz-
zles or come for the pizza. Transportation is 
available. 

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 3/11 
and 3/18, 3 p.m. Cost is $18 per class or $35 for 
both. The theme for March is watercolor ski 

masks. This class is perfect for all skill levels. 
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To sign 
up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Senior Art Class with Kim: Thursday, March 
19, 10-11 a.m., $8. The theme is Coffee and 
Teacups. This class is perfect for all skill levels. 
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To sign 
up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Cardio Drumming: Monday, Feb. 23, 10-11 
a.m. Fee is $7. This is a music-based gentle car-
dio class combined with rhythmic movement 
using an exercise ball and drum sticks. Trans-
portation is available.

Foodshare Truck: Wednesday, Feb. 25, 8:30 
a.m. Free transportation to Andover Congrega-
tional Church is available; contact the center. For 
more information on other available dates and 
times please contact Joan Soucy at 860-208-3226.

Travel In Time Club: Feb. 20. This free study 
group is based on Travel in Time in Connecti-
cut, by local author and teacher Dan Blanchard.  
This is an intergenerational partnership with 
Andover Elementary School. Students and Se-
niors will be working on stories and interviews.  

CT Flower Show: Friday, Feb. 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Cost is $10. Head to the CT Flower Show in 
Hartford. Bus leaves the center at 9:30 a.m. 
There will be breakfast and then the show.  Space 
is limited. To sign up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Casino Trip: Friday, Feb. 27, 10 a.m. Hop on 
the bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will 
return at 3 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a 
seat, call 860-498-2326.

Family Bingo: Friday, Feb. 27, 5-7 p.m. Cost 
is $10. Prizes awarded. Children must be ac-
companied by an adult. Food and extra bingo 
sheets available to purchase. Registration is re-
quired at 860-742-7305 x4510.

Spanish for Beginners: Saturdays, March 
7-April 25 (eight weeks), 10-11:30 a.m. Cost is 
$80 for the course; payment due by Feb 27. In-
structor is Adelaida Gonzalez-Sarisley. Boost 
your memory, meet new people, and start speak-
ing basic Spanish with confidence. Class material 
is provided. For adults ages 18 and up. Sign-up is 
required, by calling 860-742-7305 x4510.

Congregational 
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

GLASTONBURY, PLANS 
STARTING AT $1,700,000

105 CROSBY ROAD

ONE LOT AVAILABLE!

S. GLASTONBURY, $479,900

438 FOOTE ROAD

SALE PENDING!

MARLBOROUGH $300,000

7 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!
MARLBOROUGH, $400,000

BUYER REPRESENTED

11 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!

MARLBOROUGH $1,132,000

36 FOX MEADOW

HIGHEST SALE IN MARLBOROUGH 2025!

EAST HAMPTON, $525,000

42 JACOBSON FARM ROAD

SOLD!

R
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HEBRON, $625,000

54 BISSELL RIDGE ROAD

SALE PENDING!
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News copy (non-letters) deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday 
at noon. Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6

Bulletin Board
I can’t help but notice that criminals seem to be getting more and more devious with every 

passing day. Sophisticated cyber thieves persuade victims to “protect” investments by pumping 
their life savings into Bitcoin machines where the money disappears forever. Others infiltrate 
computer systems and hold entire cities or corporations helpless until ransom is paid. Hackers 
empty vulnerable bank accounts or steal identities to use in criminal schemes. The list goes on 
and on.

And then there’s Ezekiel Bailey.
A cyber mastermind, Ezekial is not. You might say the 33-year-old New Yorker is more of a 

philatelist. He collects stamps. Or at least he used to, until the feds caught up with him.
Unlike hobbyists, who collect vintage stamps, or stamps from around the world, Ezekial 

preferred stamps that are routinely available at the post office. Seems innocuous enough, 
except that Ezekial paid for his stamps – purchased in Connecticut and surrounding states – 
with bad checks.

With the cost of a first class stamp currently at 78 cents, you can see how check bouncing 
– a crime that normally involves higher priced services or merchandise – might have finally 
found its way to your local post office. Certainly this sort of thievery would not have been 
nearly as attractive back in the day, in say 1970, when a first class stamp was a mere 6 cents.

But our intrepid Ezekial took stamp-buying to a whole new level.
According to authorities, he purchased or tried to purchase, a total of $134,297 worth of 

stamps over a period of time in Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Massachusetts and 
elsewhere. That’s a lot of stamps by anybody’s standard. In fact, according to my rudimentary 
math skills (assisted by the calculator on my phone), it adds up to 172,175.6 first class stamps.

It seems the cunning stamp bandit used various identities and fake driver’s licenses to 
persuade postal clerks that his checks were good and then walked out with hundreds if not 
thousands of dollars’ worth of stamps at a time.

So far, so good, at least from a criminal perspective. 
But now the question arises…what in the hell do you do with 172,175.6 first class stamps? 

You could be the most compulsive writer of letters and get-well cards since the invention of 
the alphabet, and you’re still never going to get rid of that many stamps. And I don’t mean 
to be judgmental, but I’ve examined Ezekiel’s mug shot and I’m inclined to suspect that he is 
probably not a particularly prolific letter writer.

So what’s the point? How do you turn your ill-gotten stamps into cash? It’s not like you can 
bring them to another post office and return them for actual money. You’re not going to go 
into some fancy restaurant and pay the bill with a book of postage stamps—I mean, you could 
try, but I seriously doubt you’re going to get anywhere. I suppose you could put an ad in the 
newspaper or on social media offering stamps at a discount to people who need to send out a 
lot of wedding invitations or Christmas cards or something, but unless you’re handling Taylor 
Swift’s upcoming nuptials, I doubt anybody’s going to need tens of thousands of stamps.

Or could it be that Ezekiel was simply caught up in the thrill of his scam? Maybe he got a 
rush out of hoodwinking unwitting postal clerks. Maybe the actual stamps were only second-
ary to the game. Maybe he piled them all up on his bed and rolled in them in an exuberant 
celebration of his own cleverness. Or maybe he was a sort of philatelic Robin Hood, taking

stamps from the post office and handing them out to folks who would otherwise be unable 
to afford to send get-well cards and chatty letters to friends and relatives. Not a mere thief, but 
a cultural hero striving to combat the modern-day decline in the art of letter-writing.

Alas, I fear his motives were less altruistic. Official news releases are silent on where the 
profit was in his scheme, but my guess is that Ezekiel fenced his stamps to shady store outlets 
that then proceeded to sell them over the counter at face value. Criminal enablers, so to speak.

Whatever the motive, his one-man philatelic crime wave came unglued when he was ar-
rested after trying to scam a clerk out of $300 worth of stamps at a post office in Stonington, 
Connecticut, according to officials. He subsequently pled guilty to aggravated identity theft, 
which carries a mandatory two-year prison term. And so the checkered career of the philatelic 
bandit finally comes to a close.

If I knew which prison he was in I’d consider sending him a card or a letter, but then I’d have 
to go out and spend 78 cents on a stamp. I guess I could text him, but it really wouldn’t be the 
same.

Jim Hallas

If you’re like me, and seem to be whining 
about the cold more this winter than you usu-
ally do, you may be almost relieved to hear 
this: your whining is completely justified.

One of the local weatherpersons shared 
the altogether depressing news last week that 
this so far is the coldest meteorological win-
ter – and remember, those run from Dec. 1 
through Feb. 28 – since 1994. 1994! That’s 32 
years ago! Some of you reading this might not 
have even been born yet! (Which is also a de-
pressing thought, but one hurdle at a time.) 
We’ve seen more snow this winter than we 
have in recent years too, but at least you don’t 
have to go back decades to find a season with 
a comparable snowfall total.

Think about it. The last time it’s been levels 
of cold like this, Lowell Weicker was gover-
nor. A gallon of gas cost $1.17. The Simpsons 
was on the air. Okay, maybe that last one is 
a bad example – but the point is, it’s been a 
while, folks. 

It’s something to keep in mind the next 
time you’re complaining about the cold and 
some well-meaning yet insufferable jerk tells 
you “It’s winter; it’s supposed to be cold!” Sure, 
it’s supposed to be cold, but the last 30-plus 
years have taught us it ain’t supposed to be 
this cold.

* * *
Nonetheless, I’m cautiously optimistic the 

worst of the cold may be behind us. And if 
you’ve got cabin fever and are ready to break 
out, what better way to rejoin the outside 

world than over a good meal or two?
It’s the season of Lent right now, and the 

Knights of Columbus in East Hampton are 
once again serving up Friday night fish din-
ners. The first of the fish frys will be tonight, 
Feb. 20. Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. 
in the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 
West High St.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams, and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and 
fried chicken tenders meals have been added. 
Chowder will also be available. Coffee, tea, 
water and soda are also offered. Prices of the 
fish may vary from week to week. 

There is entertainment offered each week as 
well. On Feb. 20, it will be provided by Diane 
Annelli, the cantor from St. Patrick Church. 

Takeout service will also be available; ad-
vance orders must be received by noon on 
Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Do not 
leave orders on answering machine.

But if you’re closer to Colchester than Bell-
town, the Colchester Fish and Game Club is 
also offering its own Fish Fry dinners every 
Friday during Lent, starting tonight, Feb. 20 
and running through and including Good 
Friday, April 3.	

 Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. at the 
club, located on Old Amston Road in Col-
chester. 

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 

Vote Yes on Improvements
Dear Editor:

Next Tuesday, Colchester voters have the 
opportunity to support major improvements 
to recreation spaces at the RecPlex and Bacon 
Academy.

As a baseball and soccer mom to a Bacon 
graduate and another one this June - I will loud-
ly be voting yes, and hope you will consider do-
ing the same.

Unfortunately, our high school sports fields 
are in poor to unusable condition primarily due 
to lack of drainage and lack of investment over 
many years. Public Works employees do their 
best to maintain the fields but there are far too 
many issues at this point.

While my kids will not benefit from the pro-
posed improvements, I strongly believe that the 
next generation of students, parents, coaches, 
and school professionals deserve a safe school 
athletic complex that they can be proud of. 
Right now, I am sad to say that our fields are 
embarrassing, hazardous, and likely the worst 
in the ECC.

At Bacon, the stadium field is called “The 
Mud Pit” by the kids because any amount of 
rain results in mud and pools of water which 
create unsafe conditions for soccer, football, 
and lacrosse. Games are frequently cancelled 
or moved from Bacon due to these conditions, 
including a recent Senior Day game that was 
moved to another town.

With no lighting on the high school fields, 
activities are limited to the day making tourna-
ments or special “games under the lights” im-
possible - which are also great economic drivers 
for our restaurants and small businesses.

At present, the home baseball dugout is vir-
tually unusable; and there is no visitor baseball 
dugout – just an unwelcoming bench with all 

Entitled Colchester
To the Editor:

Rivereast writes that the turf and roof proj-
ect for Colchester school received a big vote to 
move forward and put it out for the public to 
vote on. It should be noted those in attendance 
were in lock step with the proponents of these 
projects, so no surprise there.

 I question the necessity of spending 15 mil-
lion dollars for the small percentage of students 
involved in sports. I Googled and found that 
only half of the NFL stadiums and six of profes-
sional soccer teams use artificial turf. The NFL 
claims they have a higher percent of injuries on 
artificial turf when compared to a grass field.

Those in favor of this project should dig into 
their obviously deep pockets and fund it them-
selves, instead of expecting the citizens of Col-
chester to pick up the tab for the minority of 

gear going on the ground.
The good news is that two separate volun-

teer committees and professional consultants 
are now recommending a cost-effective, safe 
plan for replacement of the stadium, softball, 
and baseball fields at Bacon. The track and ten-
nis courts would also be included along with 
lighting installations, dugouts and other needed 
enhancements. Significant community input, 
planning and design, and boards of finance and 
selectmen approval were part of this delibera-
tive process.

For these reasons and more, I urge you to 
vote “yes” on the improvements to the Bacon 
Academy fields and RecPlex. More information 
on the project can be found on the town web-
site. Voting takes place Tuesday at Town Hall 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Michelle Gilman
Colchester

Successful Tournament… The annual Matt Bishel Memorial Tournament was 
hosted at Bacon Academy on Saturday, Feb. 7. Despite the snow, more than 10 teams 
from surrounding areas gathered for the wrestling tournament. 
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

C
IT

5-
29

-2
5

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Games • Glassware • Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

C
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off Rte. 2

860-603-2368 C
IT
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HUGE WINTER
SALE

Get Ready
For The Season!

Take 10% OFF Service 
& Parts Used.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

Homeowners often ask, “When is the best time to list?”
Locally, the market tends to follow a consistent seasonal rhythm. Activity builds 
in late winter and spring, strengthens into early summer, and slows in the fall and 
winter months.
That said, timing alone rarely determines the outcome.
Outside of the brief Christmas-to–New Year window — when many buyers are 
focused on travel and holidays — most months can work with the right prepara-
tion and strategy. In practice, a home’s condition, pricing approach, location, and 
presentation typically influence the final sale price more than the exact week it 
hits the market.
It’s also important to remember that most sellers are future buyers. Trying to 
perfectly time one side of the move without considering the other can create 
unnecessary stress. The homeowners who feel most confident are usually the 
ones who align market conditions with what’s happening in their life and prepare 
accordingly.
The best time to list isn’t just about chasing a seasonal peak. It’s about preparation, 
positioning, and understanding how the local market is behaving right now.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

• 5 single-family homes closed • Average sale price: $551,000
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 103% • Average days on market: 5 days

• Total closed volume: $2.75M+ 
• 1 condo closed at $324,000 (108% of list, 3 DOM)

Results vary by price point, condition, and pricing strategy.

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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When Is the Best Time to List Your Home?

Cost Benefits in Hebron
To the Editor:

In 1986, Hebron took part in a groundbreak-
ing Cost of Community Services (COCS) study, 
one of the first in the country. These were the 
days of rampant development throughout the 
area. Just think of the changes in Glastonbury 
and Manchester from the mid-1980s to today 
– it is staggering. Fortunately, Hebron avoided 
some of this pressure, but changes in commer-
cial and residential development were signifi-
cant nonetheless. As Hebron looks towards the 
future, particularly at 17 Kinney Rd./the Horton 
Property, it is important to understand the cost 
of development and the benefits of active farm-
land and open space.

Working with the American Farmland Trust, 
Hebron’s COCS study identified the relative cost 
to the town of three different land uses; residen-
tial, commercial, and agricultural/open space. 
The results showed a revenue loss to the town 
with residential use; with every $1.00 of taxes 
received the town paid $1.06 in expenses. That 
was compared with revenue gain from commer-
cial use; with every $1.00 of taxes received the 
expense was $0.47. There was also a revenue gain 
with agricultural and open space uses; with every 
$1.00 of taxes received the expense was $0.43. 

These numbers have changed over the years 
and a 2007 study in Lebanon showed an even 
greater difference. For residential use, every 
$1.00 of taxes received the town paid $1.12 in 
expenses. The shocking difference comes in the 
comparison of expenses between residential 
and commercial or agricultural/open space. 
For commercial use, with every $1.00 of taxes 
received the expense was $0.16, and for agri-
cultural and open space use, with every $1.00 
of taxes received the expense was $0.17. In 
other words, the town keeps $.84 of every $1.00 
on commercial use and $.83 on every $1.00 of 
agricultural/open space use. While residential 
use consistently costs more than commercial or 
agricultural/open space, the important fact is 
that there was only a $.01 gain between com-
mercial and agricultural/open space. For this 
single penny, Hebron gains protection for the 
environment, particularly groundwater, clean 
air and wildlife habitat, as well as an improved 
quality of life, including outdoor recreation and 
preservation of our unique history.

I hope the Town Council, community leaders 
and residents will consider the well-established 
Cost of Community Services studies and ac-
knowledge the value of preserving 17 Kinney 
Rd. For more information, please visit Save He-
bron Center on Facebook and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri

Amston

Thank You for Tribute
To the Editor:

Having read the Feb. 13th article in the 
Rivereast entitled “A Life of Service: Remem-
bering Rob Brown,” it brought back some of my 
memories of being a secretary for 13 years with 
the South Fire District in Middletown. I learned 
of the heroic actions and deeds of my firefight-
ers (I say ‘my’ as they became part of my fam-
ily). Now having read about Chief Rob Brown 
it brought back many of those wonderful and 
sometimes heartfelt feelings. 

For the past 15 years I have lived in Colches-
ter and have had to use the service of our lo-
cal Fire Department, so although I never knew 
Chief Brown, the Rivereast article made me 
feel like I met him and now know him as my 
other firemen. Thank you, Rivereast, for bring-
ing back such treasured memories and for the 
tribute shown this wonderful man…I’m going 
for a Rocky Road Ice cream.

Jeanette Bianco 
Colchester

Finish the Work First
To the Editor:

Over the past few weeks, you’ve read my let-
ters about the proposed Bacon Academy Ath-
letic Complex. Before residents are asked to 
approve this project, we should have a clear 
understanding of how stormwater from the re-
designed fields will affect wetlands and neigh-
boring properties. That study has not been re-
quired.

The town says computer modeling shows 
the project will reduce stormwater discharge 
through existing outlets. The town says “the 
modeling works.” But no one has required proof 
that it works in practice.

The existing fields are often wet and unplay-
able. If those surfaces are suddenly dry, the wa-
ter has not vanished — it has moved. Residents 
deserve to understand exactly how that shift 
may affect surrounding wetlands and neighbor-
ing properties before we vote.

This is not a small project. Based on my 
household’s share of the town budget, it will cost 
us about $125 per year. We have received no 
confirmed grants to offset that cost. Residents 
can decide whether that is worthwhile, but we 
should be clear about the full financial picture 
before voting.

There is also the issue of materials. The com-
pany involved is promising a “PFAS-free” arti-
ficial turf field. PFAS — the so-called “forever 
chemicals” — have been linked to cancer and 
other serious health concerns. In Portsmouth, 
N.H., similar assurances were made before test-
ing later detected PFAS in the product. That 
should give any community pause.

Democracy in Action
To the Editor:

Letters last week described the recent Hebron 
Town Meeting as democracy in action.

Democracy is not measured by outcome 
or tone, but by process. At that meeting, an 
amendment was offered to clarify the legal sta-
tus of the land. Whether one supported the pur-
chase or not, that procedural moment mattered. 
When such distinctions are absent from public 
summaries, citizens are left with an incomplete 
picture.

Our town assemblies are governed by estab-
lished rules intended to protect structured de-
bate and minority viewpoints. The town charter 
calls for written rules of order by the moderator 
team. To the best of my knowledge, those rules 
have not been formally established. In their ab-
sence, standard parliamentary procedure typi-
cally serves as the governing framework. 

An amendment to the resolution clarifying 
the use of this land was presented to the assem-
bly. The town attorney indicated the amend-
ment was procedurally allowable, though it 
would require reposting the resolution. The 
amendment was discussed at great length re-
volving around the purpose of the land. The 
amendment was ruled out of order. The assem-
bly did not challenge the ruling on the admissi-
bility of the amendment. The resolution was left 
vague. When resolutions are not fully clarified, 
when amendments do not receive sustained 
consideration, or when key distinctions are left 

Please Vote
To the Editor:

To my fellow Colchester residents please 
know how desperately Bacon Academy needs a 
new roof and improved HVAC system. This past 
weekend I spent my time greeting people from 
all over Connecticut in the auditorium and 
gym lobby of Bacon. The entire time we were 
navigating around barrels catching water from a 
continuously leaking roof. Is this really what we 
want our children experiencing everyday they 
go to school? Tiles are stained brown or missing 
altogether. We all know unwanted water creates 
mold. And consider what kind of first impres-
sion we are creating to other districts as we host 
sporting events.

This is not cosmetic and it certainly is not a 
want. It is a need! Make your voice heard on 
Feb. 24th and vote yes!

Karen Van Heest
Colchester

No Bids for Curbside Pickup
To the Editor:

The town has confirmed that no waste man-
agement companies submitted bids for the tem-
porary, town‑wide curbside pickup proposal. 
That outcome exposes a fundamental flaw in 
the DPW’s plan for Old Colchester Road: it 
assumes the town can shut down the existing 
Transfer Station and rely on a temporary system 
that now doesn’t exist.

Residents deserve a clear explanation of what 
the town intends to do. If officials still plan to re-
build on the current site, they must answer basic 
questions before moving forward:

· Where will residents bring trash and recy-
cling during construction

· How bulky waste and hazardous materials 
will be handled

· What temporary disposal options will cost
· How long the closure is expected to last
· How the town will prevent illegal dumping
· How seniors and residents without curbside 

service will be supported
Even a “temporary” closure of the Transfer 

Station would have real consequences. Longer 
drives, new fees, reduced hours, improvised 
drop‑off sites, and unexpected costs are not mi-
nor inconveniences. They are meaningful bur-
dens for families, seniors, contractors, and any-
one who relies on the facility to keep expenses 
manageable.

A project of this scale should not advance 
without transparent, detailed planning. The 
community deserves clarity before any irrevers-
ible decisions are made.

This was always the risk of siting a new facil-
ity on the current Transfer Station property. If 
only the town had stuck with using other avail-
able town‑owned land, space that could easily 

unexplored, citizens lose visibility into how de-
cisions are shaped. As passed, this resolution 
did not purchase this land as Open Space. The 
assembly was given the right to and the assem-
bly chose not to.

There is also a growing tendency in public 
discourse to frame complex issues in ways that 
pre-assign responsibility if projects falter. That 
may feel like vigilance, but it can undermine 
good-faith efforts by volunteers and officials 
working within real fiscal and regulatory con-
straints.

Debate is healthy. Clear procedure is essen-
tial. Fair attribution matters. If we want strong 
governance, we must insist on solid mechanics, 
disciplined process, and accountability ground-
ed in fact rather than narrative positioning.

Terry McManus
Hebron 

those with big ego’s, who throw out multimil-
lion-dollar numbers as though it were pocket 
change and think this is the biggest issue facing 
this town.

With the economy already stretching people’s 
wallets, for seniors on S.S., those with fixed in-
comes, and single-family parents, it would be 
hard-pressed to think an artificial turf field is a 
priority. To top that the new budget is coming 
out and already shows the need for an increase 
of approximately $1 million adding that to other 
expenses its already tough to live in the expen-
sive state of Connecticut.

Frank Grande
Colchester

accommodate a DPW garage while keeping the 
Transfer Station and salt shed operating at Old 
Colchester Road. Perhaps that option will re-
turn to the table when voters reject the current 
proposal.

Rob Poudrier
Amston
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include cole-
slaw, coffee and dessert. Cost is $17 for adults 
and $10 for kids. Like in East Hampton, take-
out will also be available, by calling the club at 
860-537-2593 after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Okay, that takes care of dinner – but what 
about breakfast? Well, this Sunday, Feb. 22, 
from 7:30-11 a.m., the Colchester Lions Club 
will hold its annual February Breakfast Buffet 
at St. Joseph’s Polish Society, 395 South Main 
St. 

Featured will be a full breakfast with pan-
cakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, home fries, toast, 
juice, coffee, tea and water.

Advanced tickets are available at Dime Bank 

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE2-20-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, Feb. 20th “Amity”
Friday, Feb. 27th “Dead Rider”
Friday, Mar. 6th “Swahnee and

the Town Line Howlers”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

New Food Menu Available!
Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drinks & fooD
DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close, Live Entertainment Fri. March 6, 9pm

Local Hebron Band “Weekend on Wednesday”
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Closed Sundays

Free Pool
Tuesday & Wednesday
3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts

This project may ultimately be something 
residents support. But when a proposal of this 
size moves forward without completed studies, 
without secured grants, and with unanswered 
questions, slowing down is reasonable.

On Referendum Day – Feb. 24th – ask your-
self a simple question: Has this project been 
fully studied, fully verified, and fully vetted?

If the answer is not clearly yes, a ‘no’ vote is 
not a rejection of the project — it is a request 
to finish the work first. Rushing forward could 
cost millions.

Finish the work, get the grants, then bring it 
back to voters.

Michael Dubreuil
Colchester

Proclaim, Educate, Preserve!
To the Editor:

In this controversial age, it’s heartwarming to 
find common ground at the local, state and na-
tional level. Interestingly, Black History Month 
fulfills that role.

On Jan. 28, Connecticut proclaimed “Black 
History Month serves as a powerful reminder of 
the struggles for freedom and equality, as well 
as the triumphs and progress made over genera-
tions.” On Feb. 3, President Trump proclaimed 
February 2026 National Black History month, 
stating “as President, I proclaim that ‘black 
history’ is not distinct from American history 
— rather, the history of black Americans is an 
indispensable chapter in our grand American 
story.” On Feb 5, Hebron’s Town Council called 
“upon community members to observe Black 
History Month and to recognize how diversity 
strengthens our communities”.

Hebron has a rich African American past 
stretching from slavery to being home for the most 
African Americans in Tolland County in 1850.

Proclamations should be linked with educa-
tion and preservation.

RHAM Middle School students will soon 
participate in the five-state initiative of Witness 
Stones, a student-centered research project fo-
cused on African-Americans in their commu-
nity. Previous projects have focused on Cesar 
Peters, his son Henry Peters and Pomp Mundo. 
This year, students will commemorate the lives 
of Cesar Peters Junior and Martin Powers. Each 
of these individuals changed Hebron. As future 
voters, Witness Stones provides a grassroots 
experience for students to connect with their 
community’s past to make informed decisions 
for the future. This year’s Witness Stones will be 
dedicated at St. Peters Church. Previous Wit-
ness Stone are located at Burnt Hill Park along 
with a QR link to the Peters family.

Although not publicly published, Hebron has 
received a Historical Survey Report identifying 
Hebron’s historic African-Americans and relat-
ed sites to support their preservation.

These are important milestones, but there 
have been significant failures. Such as the de-
struction of the Cesar Peters’ abduction site at 
Burnt Hill Park. A State Historic Preservation 
Survey was misplaced until after Horton Bou-
levard replaced Henry Peters’ lane, resulting in 
the loss of Henry Peters’ house. Hebron Historic 
Properties has yet to complete the nomination 
of the Cesar and Sim Peters’ home site, even 
though the Connecticut State Archaeologist 
identified the site as of great historic signifi-
cance. Lastly, the fate of #17 Kinney Road asso-
ciated with numerous African-Americans still 
hangs in the balance.

Hebron needs to realize throughout the year 
that its African-Americans are “an indispens-
able chapter in our grand American story.”

Respectfully,
John Baron – Hebron

Vote Yes for Colchester
To the Editor:

Two years ago, I volunteered to serve on the 
Colchester Recreation Needs Committee. Our 
job was to make recommendations about our 
recreation facilities in town and how our com-
munity should prioritize future spending. Over 
several months, we toured different parks/
fields/trails, conducted public surveys, and met 
with our local sports leagues and clubs around 
town. Based on what we saw and the feedback 
we received, it was clear that improvements to 
the Bacon athletic facilities (ranked #1 in our 
survey) along with repairs at the Town RecPlex 
were urgently needed. We heard from players 
and residents about how the 40-year-old tennis 
courts and the asphalt pickleball courts aren’t 
holding up in these New England winters and 
they need to be replaced with long-lasting con-
crete. We also heard about the need to repair the 
aging SplashPad. 

The project on the ballot next week is a direct 
result of our committee’s recommendations. 
This isn’t just a school project. It’s an investment 
for all ages, with elements at Bacon Academy 
and the Parks and Rec. complex on Old Hebron 
Road. We understand that the town can’t take 
on big projects all the time, so we worked to 
ensure that this plan addressed the needs of ev-
eryone. From young families to senior citizens. 
The Building Committee has done an excellent 
job turning our vision into a thoughtful project 
that is ready for referendum. I’ll be voting yes 
to the athletic improvement project and yes to 
replacing the leaking roof at Bacon – and I hope 
you will too.

Kyle Calash
Colchester

Vote Yes Feb. 24
To the Editor:

Capital spending is an important investment 
in every home and every town. Colchester has 
come to a turning point where years of under-
funding has finally caught up with us.

Investment into the Bacon Academy roof and 
athletic complex, which are both over 30 years 
old, as well as our recreation complex used by 
multiple generations, increases our property 
values and attracts people and businesses. Just 
like when you take out a home equity loan on 
your house to do necessary work to increase the 
value of your home, this is an important invest-
ment into our town. 

The current conditions of the fields and Ba-
con roof are unsafe and a financial liability. It 
will cost more to fix the fields or replace the roof 
if we wait longer. The town has taken the proper 
steps to ensure this investment comes at a fi-
nancially responsible time. The BOE share for 
next year if the referendum passes represents 
less than half a percent of the current Board of 
Education budget.

In surveys, investment at the Bacon complex 
was cited as the #1 priority by taxpayers when 
it came to future capital spending. Fixing these 
things reassures voters that their tax dollars are 
being spent where they see the most need which 
helps the entire budget process.

These two referendum questions are areas 
identified by over two years of research and de-
velopment by two committees. The questions 
represent what our town needs to bring these 
areas for which we are responsible to a safe and 
enjoyable level. 

Get out and vote Tuesday, Feb. 24, at Town 
Hall. These projects are long overdue and a pos-
itive investment into our community! 

Marguerite Gignac 
Colchester

NaCl
To the Editor:

“You can now think of chloride as a perma-
nent pollutant in the water. Once it’s there, there 
is very little opportunity to treat it.” – Christie 
Alwin. Michigan Dept. Environmental Great 
Lakes and Energy.

Google “rehabilitation of salt sheds in CT,” 
and loads of information pops up. At first 
glance I noticed as many as 15 towns linked to 
the search. Throughout Connecticut, DOT and 
town salt sheds are being replaced or repaired 
to protect against costly water problems. He-
bron has chosen to tear down their entire Public 
Works facility and build brand new.

People value education. They value their 
homes. They value safe water, but they also val-
ue and rely heavily on PW. We have given and 
given to the schools. The schools have a great 
reputation. Now it’s time to replace the PW, a 
facility that’s been in use for decades with only 
minimal repairs. We’ve been told the facility has 
now become a liability. We can no longer ignore 
the situation. Perhaps Hebron should investi-
gate the EPA’s “Effective Funding Frameworks 
for Water Infrastructure,“ June 2025. Appar-
ently, the Department of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development Administration has a Pub-
lic Works Program, which “helps communities 
in economic decline upgrade their physical in-
frastructure…EPA grants can underwrite plan-
ning and construction costs..” Before panicking 
or over complicating an already complicated 
situation, give town hall a chance to crunch the 
numbers and investigate grant options that may 
be available.

For the last 54 months I’ve put my personal 
life on hold in an attempt to save my home and 
our neighborhoods’ drinking water from the 
fallout of development on the Raymond Brook 
Watershed. From the intricacies of Open Space 
to sodium chloride, town history to local poli-
tics, Dark Money to taxes, water has schooled 
me on the details. One might venture to say that 
Public Works has been a catalyst in furthering 
our education by including oil separators, blad-
der lined salt sheds, hydraulic truck lifts, moni-
toring wells and more.

Sodium chloride is wreaking havoc on our 
trucks and our water, as well as on people’s 
lives, hence the attention to CT Statute 22a-
471, House Bill 5506, rebuilding salt sheds and 
rebuilding entire PW facilities. At this point, 
given the expert testimony, working conditions, 
the law, plus warnings from Union and OSHA 
representatives, can Hebron readily justify not 
rebuilding their Public Works or risk endorsing 
holistic PW practices? You decide. #save17

Jean Tulimieri
Amston

See Letters, page 8

Vendors Sought! 
To the Editor:

The Portland America 250 Committee is excited 
to announce that we are seeking vendors interest-
ed in participating in Portland’s Hometown Festi-
val 250, scheduled for May 16th, with a rain date 
of May 17th.

This festival will be a special community cele-
bration, bringing together local residents, families, 
and visitors to honor our town’s history and spirit. 
We welcome vendors who would like to be part of 
this memorable event and help us create a lively 
and engaging day for all who attend.

Anyone interested in participating is encour-
aged to reach out to a member of the Portland 
America 250 Committee by email at portland-
ctamerica250@gmail.com or by connecting with 
us through our Facebook page. We look forward 
to working with local vendors and celebrating to-
gether as a community.

Sincerely,
The Portland America 250 Committee

and Mel’s Downtown Creamery, or by calling 
860-303-3162. Advanced ticket prices are $11 
for adults, $9 for seniors, $8 for children age 5 
to 12. Children 4 and under are free.

Tickets will also be sold at the door. Cost will 
be $13 for adults, $11 for seniors, $9 for chil-
dren age 5 to 12. Children 4 and under are free.

So, there you have it. After this weekend you 
may want to head back into your cocoon for 
another few weeks – especially if we wind up 
getting a major snowstorm Sunday night into 
Monday (which, as of my writing this Tues-
day night, is a definite possibility). But at least 
you’ll be heading back home with a nice full 
belly. 

* * *
See you next week.

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Live Music
w/Matt Sperzel &
Drink Specials

Thurs. 2/26
5-8 p.m.

Our Smoked Shrimp Po’ Boy
Now Available through Lent
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Sun 8am to 7pm; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri & Sat 8am to 8:30pm
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 3/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE1-2-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

Our Burgers, Wraps & Paninis 
Now Served With French Fries!

New Glastonbury Restaurant Introduces Goal-Focused Dining

Mike and Chelsea Osgood are the owners of Macros Healthy Restaurant in Glaston-
bury – and it’s more than just another fast-casual eatery. The husband-and-wife team 
say the new business is built around “purpose-filled eating.” 

By Olivia Cibula
When Mike and Chelsea Osgood opened 

Macros Healthy Restaurant, they weren’t just 
launching another fast-casual eatery; they were 
introducing what they describe as Connecticut’s 
first concept built entirely around health, nutri-
tion transparency and “purpose-filled eating.”

Founded by the husband-and-wife team, the 
restaurant, located in the Griswold Mall shop-
ping center at 2858 Main St., celebrated its 
grand opening and ribbon-cutting on Jan. 10, 
timing it intentionally with the wave of New 
Year’s resolutions.

“It’s been unbelievable,” Mike Osgood said 
of the response in the weeks since. The strong 
January showing followed a quieter start. Mac-
ros first opened its doors in October, but Mike 
said the initial months felt like “spring training.”

“We had a slow start,” he said. “I thought that 
because we were right across the street from a 
gym that people were just going to show up. 
That wasn’t the case.”

The couple used those early months to refine 
their menu, build partnerships and introduce 
themselves to the community. A coordinated 
marketing push after New Year’s Day, including 
local television appearances and expanded ad-
vertising, helped drive traffic through the doors.

For both Mike and Chelsea, the restaurant 
was born from both personal frustration and 
passion for healthy, clean eating.

“We would go out to eat at places and think, 
‘Oh, I’m getting a salad, I’m being healthy,’” 
Chelsea said. “And then afterwards not feel 
good.”

The two learned that, often, meals marketed 
as healthy were heavy on rice and fillers and 
light on quality protein, Chelsea said. Ingredi-
ent lists were unclear, and diners could be left 
feeling bloated, lethargic or still hungry and 
without a clear understanding of what they had 
actually consumed.

The Osgoods decided to create the restaurant 
they felt was missing – one where customers 
could trust the ingredients and understand ex-
actly what they were eating.

“We felt like there was a need for a health-
focused restaurant,” Mike said. “We wanted a 
place you could trust.” Chelsea added.

At Macros, proteins are cooked in-house, and 
meals are prepared using olive oil or avocado 
oil rather than seed oils. Bowls are portioned 
and weighed so customers know the calorie and 
macronutrient content of their meal.

Customers can build their own bowls or 
choose from signature options organized by 
health goals, including the High Protein Bowl, 

Anti-Inflammation Bowl, Immuno Booster and 
Heart Health Bowl. The restaurant also offers 
meal prep options.

“We wanted a goal-focused menu,” Mike said. 
“In a healthy restaurant, what would that look 
like? Protein is our center pillar, but it’s every-
thing else too – reducing inflammation, im-
proving immunity and high fiber.”

One of the restaurant’s defining features is its 
Macro Calculator, a digital tool that allows cus-
tomers to track protein, carbohydrates, fats and 
calories as they build their meal. Ingredients are 
portioned and as customers add items, the to-
tals update in real time.

“All it really is, is a fancy calculator that adds 
up the ingredients in your bowl,” Mike said. “At 
the end of the day, you know exactly what you 
are getting; 50 grams of protein, 30 carbs, what-
ever it might be.”

Customers can also scan QR codes in the res-
taurant to view micronutrient information and 
learn about the health benefits associated with 
each ingredient.

Mike said he hopes to further integrate food 
and technology, with plans to develop an app 
that could suggest bowl combinations based on 
individual goals such as improving sleep, boost-
ing immunity or increasing protein intake.

“It’s an integration between food and technol-
ogy,” he said. “We want to build a brand that’s 
trustworthy and be the first thing somebody 
thinks of when they want to eat healthy.”

Though only four months into operation, 
Macros is already breaking even, an achieve-
ment Mike called “remarkable” for a new res-
taurant.

Partnerships with local gyms and health-
focused organizations are central to their strat-
egy. Located across from The Edge Fitness Club, 
Macros is also connecting with other fitness stu-
dios, wellness providers and healthcare institu-
tions for events and collaborations.

Still in its early stages, the Osgoods have am-
bitions to expand to additional markets, includ-
ing New Haven, West Hartford and beyond.

“Long-term, we want to be a trusted brand,” 
Mike said. “Provide a good product and keep 
opening more locations.”

For now, they are focused on steady growth 
and navigating the unpredictability of the res-
taurant industry especially during a winter 
marked by snowstorms and fluctuating sales. 
Through it all, the Osgoods remain optimistic.

“I never worked at a restaurant, and here I am 
running one,” Mike said. “We’re working really 
hard, and I just want to keep it going.”

Macros Healthy Restaurant is open Monday 
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The restaurant is 
closed Sundays. 

More information on the restaurant can be 
found at  macroshealthyrestaurant.com  and 
updates can be followed on Instagram and 
Facebook at @macroshealthyrestaurant. 
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112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester  860-531-9160
 www.fornarellis.com

Lunch ∼ Dinner & Drink SpeciaLS
 happy hour ∼ DownStairS Lounge  
Come celebrate the lenten 
season at Fornarelli’s with
a great seafood selection

and specials.
Come and enjoy live music on 

Saturday nights no cover.
Stop in for our New brunch 
menu on Sunday mornings. 

Nascar Sunday with
food and drink specials.

 Don’t forget to stop in for
our fresh lunch menu daily.
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$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 3/15/26 02
05

26

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
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From the State Senator’s Desk
This month marked the start of the 2026 legislative session, where law-

makers will spend long hours in the Capitol through May, working on pol-
icies that move our state forward. This 13-week sprint will see legislators 
adjust the two-year budget passed last June and finding ways to enhance 
and improve policies impacting residents statewide.

Among my Senate Democrat colleagues, our primary focus this year is 
affordability. The cost of living is too high regarding far too many neces-
sary items, ranging from food to housing to energy, education and house-
hold goods. Our leading policies aim to directly address that. Our primary 
bill this year, An Act Concerning Affordability, seeks to cut unnecessary 
taxes, increase property tax credits and find ways to keep a few more bucks 
in residents’ pockets.

Our approach to affordability only starts there. Policies under consideration include an elimi-
nation of sales tax on commercial and industrial customers earning under $10 million gross, 
providing important relief to small businesses statewide; we’re also looking at providing in-
creased subsidies for health care following the end of federal programs last year. These con-
cepts, as well as a new child tax credit to help families make ends meet, are just the start of our 
intended emphasis.

As well, as the Senate Chair of the Energy and Technology Committee, I have long been 
focused on trying to find ways to provide relief to consumers on their utility bills. It’s a difficult 
prospect between state policies and our geographical location putting us in a uniquely challeng-
ing position, but I am working my hardest to find a path forward that emphasizes reasonable 
ways to cut our bills without losing sight of the greater impacts of our energy consumption.

Legislation coming this year will focus on a mix of affordability, reliability and environmental 
focus, specifically regarding the quality of air and water in our state. This winter’s severe cold 
snaps led to the state burning much more fuel than usual, causing poor air quality in parts of 
Connecticut. There are ways we can avoid that in the future. There’s a path forward where we 
expand the sources and types of energy we use for a better overall outcome. I’m going to keep 
working toward it.

May will be here faster than we know it, but until then, my colleagues and I are keeping our 
heads down and pushing forward. The people of our state, our constituents, deserve that.

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Note: The 33rd Senatorial District covers 12 towns, including the Rivereast municipalities of 
Colchester, East Hampton and Portland.

Needleman

Rivereast Standout Athletes of the Week

 RHAM High School’s Brooke Heffernan (left) and Kelise Townsend earned medals 
at the first ever Central Connecticut Conference (CCC) girls wrestling championships. 
Heffernan won her weight class, while Townsend finished second.

By Josh Howard
Brooke Heffernan – RHAM High School 

(Wrestling): Heffernan made history last week, 
winning a conference championships in her 
weight class during the first ever Central Con-
necticut Conference (CCC) girls wrestling tour-
nament at Platt High School in Meriden on Feb. 
15. Heffernan, a junior, took home the title in 
the 107 lbs. division by defeating Plainville’s Ol-
ivia Sprano in the title bout. Junior teammate 
Kelise Townsend also earned a medal, taking 
home silver in the 145 lbs. bracket.  

Michael Bellemare – East Hampton High 
School (Track & Field): Bellemare captured 
a state championship, winning the pole vault 
at the Class S state championship at the Floyd 
Little Athletic Center on Feb. 14. Bellemare, 
a senior, cleared 12’ 6” to edge Bacon Acad-
emy’s  Jeffrey Eldridge and Portland’s Spencer 
Masterson, who tied for second after clearing 
12’ 0”. Bellemare also competed in the 55-meter 
dash and was part of the Bellringers 4x200 relay 
team at the state-wide meet. He will now com-
pete in the pole vault at the State Open, sched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 21 at the same venue in 
New Haven. 

Logan Kehoe – Portland High School 
(Cheerleading): Kehoe, a senior, is wrapping 
up her 10 years cheerleading in Portland, first 

starting with the Portland Panthers youth pro-
gram a decade ago. A season ago, as a junior, 
Kehoe overcame a series of setbacks and earned 
the team’s Sportsmanship Award. Outside of 
cheer, Kehoe is a tennis player and also a high 
honors student that is a member of National 
Honor Society, a yearbook business manager, 
a DECA secretary, and heavily involved in the 
school’s music department where she plays the 
flute and partakes in the musical performances. 
Kehoe and the other seniors will be recognized 
on Friday, Feb. 20, with the ceremony starting at 
6:30 p.m. inside the gymnasium at PHS.   

Kendall Grant and Charlotte Grant – Ba-
con Academy (Wrestling): Kendall and Char-
lotte Grant each placed third in their respective 
weight classes at the inaugural Eastern Connect-
icut Conference (CCC) girls wrestling tourna-
ment. Kendall, who wrestles at 107 lbs., defeated 
Analeigh Fussell by decision in the third-place 
match and Charlotte, who competes at 120 lbs., 
pinned Ximena Altunar in her third-place bout. 
Teammate Genevieve Kukich finished fourth in 
the 152 lbs. bracket as the Bobcats placed fifth 
overall as a team.  

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Mention Sudoku when you call for 
your next estimate and receive

 15% OFF!
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‘The Fight for Freedom & Equality’

Jesse Nasta, left, and John Mills, right, will each speak at entitled “Voices of Port-
land – The Fight for Freedom & Equality: From 1776-2026,” which will be held at the 
Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave., this Saturday, Feb. 21.

On Saturday, Feb. 21, from 2-4 p.m., a special 
program entitled “Voices of Portland – The Fight 
for Freedom & Equality: From 1776-2026” will 
be held at the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

Speakers will include Jesse Nasta, John Mills, 
students from Portland High School, and repre-
sentatives from the Middlesex County NAACP.

Jesse Nasta (Wesleyan University, B.A., 2007; 
Northwestern University, Ph.D., 2017) is a his-
torian of slavery, emancipation, and their af-
termaths, with a particular emphasis on New 
England. A cultural, public, and community 
historian, he has taught in Wesleyan Univer-
sity’s African American Studies Department 
since 2017 and has been Executive Director 
of the Middlesex County Historical Society in 
Middletown, Connecticut, since 2020. 

John Mills is an author, a trained genealogist, 
a descendant of the enslaved and president of 
the Alex Breanne Corporation, a Connecticut-
based non-profit.  The Alex Breanne Corpora-
tion focuses on researching, interrogating, and 
presenting lesser-known stories of the Ameri-
can enslaved. 

The event is sponsored by the Portland His-
torical Society, the Middlesex County Historical 
Society, Portland’s 250th Committee, Public Li-
brary and Committee on Solidarity in celebra-
tion of Black History Month.

Everyone is welcome and refreshments will 
be served. Registration is recommended but not 
required, at: portlandlibraryct.org/voices-of-
portland.

Exchange Club Final 
Bingo Night

The Portland Exchange Club will hold 
its final Bingo Night Thursday, March 5, at 
Concentric 

Brewery, located at 91 Main St. Card 
sales start at 6 p.m., and games start at 7 
p.m. 

Admission is $20 for four cards to be 
used for all 10 games with prizes for the 
winner of each game. Cash, credit and 
debit cards will be accepted.

Proceeds from the night will go towards 
the Exchange and itscontinuing support in 
the community. 

For more information, go to www.port-
landexchange.org.
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Matt Pegolo, owner of PegArch Architecture & Design Services in Portland, re-
cently volunteered as a guest speaker at Cromwell High School’s “School-to-Career” 
speaker series.

Local Architect Speaks at Cromwell High
Matt Pegolo, owner of PegArch Architecture 

& Design Services in Portland, recently vol-
unteered as a guest speaker at Cromwell High 
School’s “School-to-Career” speaker series, 
drawing the largest student turnout in the pro-
gram’s history.

Twenty-six students attended the session – 
the highest attendance recorded for the series, 
according to event coordinator Kristine Vin-
cent.

“Matt was awesome… he had 26 students 
show up – the most we’ve ever had attend the 
speaker series!” Vincent said.

During his presentation, Pegolo discussed 
the architectural profession, emerging advance-
ments in 3D modeling and design technology, 
and his personal path from high school stu-
dent to licensed architect and business owner. 
Students showed particular interest in the live 

demonstration of 3D architectural tools used in 
modern practice.

Pegolo emphasized both the creative and 
technical aspects of architecture and encour-
aged students to explore careers in design and 
construction.

In addition to volunteering in the recent 
Cromwell High speaker series, Pegolo also host-
ed a student from Ellis Tech High School for a 
job-shadowing experience at his firm this week.

“I love being an architect and my schedule is 
very busy, but I know the importance of inspir-
ing young minds – and that is very fulfilling to 
me,” Pegolo said. “Every field can benefit from 
an influx of fresh, new talented kids, and I’m 
happy to help them.”

For more information about PegArch, please 
visit www.PegArch.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Youth Virtual Golf Clinics at Chris Cote’s 
Golf Shop: One-night clinics are offered on 
Wednesdays, Feb. 25 and March 11, from 5-6 
p.m. Clinics taught by PGA Golf Professional 
Kevin Telford.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes with Miss Ali-
cia: Various programs are available for partici-
pants as young as 13 months old.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
child care program available to students en-
rolled in grades K-6 in the Portland Public 
School System. Membership registration is now 
open for the 2025-2026 school year.

Plug Into Your Imagination Art Program 
by Abrakadoodle: Mondays, March 9-30, at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center. Kids ages 
5-12 are invited to explore new media such as 
video game art, rice painting, newspaper water-
color and a sculpture made with straws.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Rec. is accepting donations for benches 
and trees at the Portland Recreational Complex. 

If interested in dedicating a bench or tree, call 
Andy for more information at 860-342-6757.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball: Tuesdays 
through April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. This program is free to Portland 
residents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Spring Offerings: A Multi-Sport Program 
at Riverfront Park, Junior Golf Workshops 
for various grade levels, and Ladies Spring 
Golf Clinics for beginners and intermediates 
are coming in April and May; watch for more 
details. 

St. Mary Church News & Notes
St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located 

at 45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its 
services and events. For more information, 
visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday 
and Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 
p.m. Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. 
and Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are in-
vited to attend. The group meets each month 
on the second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
church hall and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. 

in the rosary room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 
860-685-1966 for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-
2308 to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of 
every month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of ev-
ery month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, April 3, for Good Friday.

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held or if the library 
is open.

Children’s Programs: Winter Reading is 
AFOOT!: Runs through Saturday, Feb. 28. 
Visit the library and you’ll find a series of chal-
lenges. Register to become an official detective 
and check out the bulletin board each time you 
visit to see what mysteries are in need of solving. 
Complete the challenge and update your badge. 
If you complete at least three of the six chal-
lenges, you’ll receive a small prize. The library 
will also offer a number of mystery-related pro-
grams in the winter months.

Adult Programs: Winter Reading Is Afoot: 
Runs through Saturday, Feb. 28. Visit the library 
and pick up some magnifying glasses to fill in 
with the books you read. Once you’ve read 6 
books, you will have completed the challenge 
and will win a small prize. Everyone who com-
pletes the challenge will be entered into a draw-
ing. The winner will select a book (up to a $40 
value) to be added to the library’s collection.

Art Exhibit – Portland Perspectives by Nan-
cy Brault and Sarah Weeden: The exhibit runs 
through Feb. 28. 

“Circle for Change” with Cultivating Jus-
tice: Tuesday, Feb. 24, 6 p.m. Community mem-
bers will role play how the current probation 
system impacts everyone, not just those who are 
directly involved in the Connecticut criminal 
justice system. Co-sponsored by the Committee 
on Solidarity. Dinner will be provided, so RSVP 
through the link on the library calendar.

From Liberty to Legacy – Exploring Ameri-
can Ideals in the Musicals 1776 and Hamilton: 
Thursday, March 26, 6 p.m. These two Ameri-
can musicals tell the story of the founding of 
the nation. Michael Langlois will look at these 
revolutionary musicals and their contrasting 
visions of an American society at a crossroads. 
Note: this lecture features video clips from the 
two musicals. This event is part of the library’s 
celebration of America 250. Registration is re-
quested.

Movie Sing-Along: Friday, March 13, 6 p.m. 
In honor of America’s 250th birthday, a sing-
along screening of Hamilton (2020; rated PG-
13) will take place. Run time is 160 minutes. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the film starts at 
6 p.m. This is an afterhours event with limited 
seating capacity, so pre-registration is requested.

Movie: On Saturday, March 14, at noon, 
a standard screening – no singing along – of 
Hamilton will take place. 

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
March 3, 1 p.m. Tell Me Everything by Elizabeth 
Strout will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. Ask 
Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 
March 17, 1 p.m. Killers of a Certain Age by 
Deanna Raybourn will be discussed.

Parking Ban
During Storms

The town has announced a parking ban will 
be in effect for all storms this winter season to 
allow highway crews to properly clear and treat 
the roads.

The ban will be in effect for any amount of ac-
cumulating ice or snow. Please make sure your 
vehicles are moved off the roadway at least two 
hours before a storm has been forecast to start.

Vehicles are to remain off the roadway for at 
least four hours after the storm has ended or 
until crews have completed their final plowing. 
Vehicles not moved may be towed at the owner’s 
expense.

Mahjong Practice Group
A meet-up for learning and practicing Mah-

jong meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St, 
Portland.

All player levels, including novice, are wel-
come. The game is played by NMJL rules. 

For more information, contact Ginger LaBel-
la at gingerlabella@gmail.com or 860-759-0935. 
Novices requiring instruction should notify La-
Bella before attending so she can plan accord-
ingly. 

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School has announced kinder-

garten registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4

Check  
out  

our tire  
prices!

0314cm
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ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

NOW AT: 283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales

‘Master Plan’ Would Reconnect the River to Downtown 
By Anne Lilburn

The town of Portland is currently in the pro-
cess of crafting a Downtown and Riverfront 
Master Plan that will guide the planning and 
developing decisions for those areas, with a fo-
cus on connecting the two with a shared vision.

The town is using funds from the Connecti-
cut Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DECD), via a $200,000 Brown-
field Area Revitalization (BAR) grant that it was 
awarded in 2024, to develop the plan. Town 
planner Dan Bourret said that the master plan 
would focus in large part on the redevelopment 
of several riverfront area properties located 
on Brownstone Avenue that were previously 
cleaned up with the help of state grants.

These sites were previously used for quarry 
activities, and later as asphalt and tar produc-
tion facilities and oil storage sites. Beginning 
in 2022, the town began remediation of several 
of the properties, removing oil tanks and about 
5,000 tons of “petroleum-impacted soil,” ac-
cording to the master plan’s Project Overview 
document, which is available at www.down-
townportlandct.com.

Adam Tecza, of consulting group IMEG, 
is working as Project Manager for the master 
plan. He described the sites as well remediated, 
though still with challenges and restrictions on 

their future development. He said that the town 
had done “heavy remediation work, but the soil 
itself is [still] contaminated.”

Still, he said, “if you’ve got a brownfield site, 
this is the best place to be,” with the bulk of the 
remediation work already done. While the sites’ 
former uses will still affect how development 
can proceed, Tecza said that there are ways to 
keep the public from interacting with the soil. 
These so-called “capping strategies” can include 
paving the area or topping the area off with sev-
eral feet of clean soil on top. 

Tecza said the development of this plan “has 
been from the start a community-driven pro-
cess,” but also one that was “informed by the 
technical analysis,” meaning that he and Bour-
ret are seeking to make any goals affiliated with 
the area practical and attainable.

Building on that desire for community input, 
the town hosted a community presentation and 
workshop in November, and plans to host an-
other one, likely sometime in late April. Bour-
ret also said that mailers would be going out in 
the near future with information and QR codes 
for surveys relating to both this project and the 
town’s Plan of Conservation and Development, 
which is also currently being redesigned.

Tecza and Bourret both indicated a desire to 

be able to link the parcels on Brownstone Av-
enue to the downtown area, while also not com-
peting with businesses in that downtown dis-
trict. They both said that they did not get a sense 
that the community wanted another Brainerd 
Place-type project or housing, but that they had 
heard interest about commercial development 
that could provide a boost to the tax base.

They both also emphasized the location of 
these riverfront parcels as prime real estate that 
is “well-situated in the region to be centrally lo-
cated around amenities.”

Tecza said the project would include a market 
study that would consider the site locations and 
their relationship to the surrounding area. He 
also mentioned the importance of considering 
the downtown area, which ties into other plans 
that the town government has already been dis-
cussing, including traffic issues and school con-
struction plans. 

One idea that might be worth considering for 
the community, he said, was a “traffic calming” 
plan for downtown, which could serve the dual 
purposes of increasing pedestrian safety and 

also increasing visibility for local businesses. 
He also talked about the potential closure of 
Brownstone Intermediate School and how that 
building might be “thoughtfully repurposed,” 
whether that might be as office spaces, a bou-
tique hotel, creative or artistic spaces, or other 
uses.

Tecza said that it would be a priority to make 
sure that “anything that you have happen on the 
riverfront should support downtown, and then 
anything that supports downtown should be 
supporting the riverfront.”

Tecza and Bourret emphasized that the plan 
was nowhere near completion and that they 
were hoping to build this plan according to the 
community’s wants and needs so that any future 
redevelopment could proceed smoothly in the 
future.

The two encouraged residents to fill out the 
upcoming community survey and also to visit 
www.downtownportlandct.com, where they 
can see the existing overview and also sign up 
to get updates, including information about up-
coming community meeting dates.	

AARP Tax Return Prep
AARP Tax Return Preparation will be 

available by appointment every Wednesday 
through April 8 at the Portland Waverly Se-
nior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. This service is free 
and open to everyone, not only to senior citi-
zens. 

Bring your tax return from last year, an ID, 
and your Social Security card if you have one. 
Additionally, fill out and bring form 13614-

C to your appointment – copies of this form 
are available for pickup at the senior center. 
Make sure you have all your paperwork before 
scheduling your appointment. All appoint-
ments are on Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 

If there is inclement weather conditions 
and Portland schools are closed, you will be 
contacted to reschedule. Call 860-342-6761 to 
schedule your appointment. 

Exchange Club
Bingo Night 

The Portland Exchange Club will hold its 
next Bingo Night Thursday, Feb. 19, at 

Concentric Brewing, located at 91 Main 
St. Card sales start at 6 p.m., and games 
start at 7.

Admission is $20 for four cards to be used 
for all 10 games with prizes for the winner 
of each game.  Cash, credit and debit cards 
will be accepted.  Proceeds from the night 
will go toward Portland Food Bank. 

 For more information, go to www.port-
landexchange.org.

Historic House Plaque Program 
The Portland Historical Society is offer-

ing a new Historic House Plaque Program for 
homeowners and businesses (that own historic 
houses) located in Portland. The purpose of this 
program is to honor the history of the town and 
to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. The society is working to spread 
the belief that historic houses deserve to be rec-
ognized.

In the 1980s, the society originally offered the 
Historic House Plaque Program for houses that 
were included in the book The History and Ar-
chitecture of Portland, published by the Greater 
Middletown Preservation Trust. Many historic 
houses in Portland have displayed these plaques 
for many years, but quite a few are now weath-
ered or may even be missing. Should you have 
any questions about your house, please contact 
us. The History and Architecture of Portland 
book is available in the reference area of the 
Portland Library.

The society is rolling this project out in phas-
es. During this first phase, a new plaque will be 
provided for a cost of $100 each for houses on 
the original historic houses list. The new house 
plaques will be like the original ones, measuring 
10” x 20” x 0.75” but will be made from PVC 

and will include the house’s year of construc-
tion, the name of the original owner, drilled 
holes, and stainless-steel screws for installation 
on the front of your house. The society will also 
provide a copy of the description and photo of 
your house. The plaque is a recognition of the 
history of your house and carries no legal pro-
tections or restrictions on the property.

Depending on the response to this first phase, 
a second phase will be announced adding hous-
es and businesses located in historic buildings 
not included in The History and Architecture of 
Portland.

To order your plaque, please submit a com-
pleted application, along with the $100 fee, and 
a member of the society will contact you to 
discuss the details specific to your house. The 
application is available on the society’s website, 
www.portlandhistsoc.org. 

Submit your application to: Portland-
plaqueprogram@gmail.com or mail it to: Port-
land Historical Society, attn Plaque Program, 
P.O. Box 98, Portland CT 06480. More details 
can be found on the society’s website.

Please allow 6-8 weeks for the processing of 
each application. 

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation, 
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions 
are held at this time as well; all are welcome. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

ECHS Honor Roll
Three Portland residents made the East Cath-

olic High School Honor Roll for the second 
quarter of the 2025-26 school year.

Luke Lawrence, a ninth-grader, made First 
Honors, and 12th-graders Ryan Farley and Del-
aney Poach each made Honors with Distinction.

Chancellor’s Honor Roll
Kendall Prince of Portland made the fall 2025 

Honor Roll at the University of Mississippi.
Prince, in the B.B.A. in Marketing program, 

was named to the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, 
which is reserved for students who earn a se-
mester GPA of 3.75-4.00.

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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STAY READY FOR WINTER WEATHER
SO YOU & YOUR VEHICLE

DON'T GET STUCK IN THE COLD!
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26Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 2/28/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check 
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Schedule your appointments online at portlandautomotive.com from the warmth ofyour home or office!

Expert Tesla Service!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Portland Police successfully identified this truck that was involved in a minor hit 
and run on Main Street on Feb. 15.

Police Locate Truck Involved 
in Hit-and-Run

By Anne Lilburn
Portland Police took to Facebook on Monday, 

Feb. 16, to ask for the public’s help in identify-
ing a pickup truck that was involved in a “minor 
motor vehicle accident” while leaving the Port-
land Ale House parking lot next to King Smok-
ers. 

And the pickup was indeed identified – 
though as it turned out, Facebook had nothing 
to do with it.

The police department said in the post that 
the accident had happened the previous day, 
Sunday, Feb. 15, between 3 and 3:30 p.m., and 
that the vehicle had been last seen heading to-
wards the Arrigoni Bridge. 

Police posted photos of the vehicle, a tan-

colored pickup truck, to the Portland Police De-
partment’s official Facebook page at 4:45 p.m. 
on Monday, and less than an hour later, posted 
another update saying that they had identified 
the “evading truck.”

Residents may have wondered whether the 
public posting had led to the successful iden-
tification, but Portland Police Office Paul Liseo 
said that the social media post had not actually 
been responsible for the success. 

Instead, he credited Detective Daniel Brown, 
who had already been working on the case, and 
said that Brown had relied on police depart-
ment technology to solve it.

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1976 

50th Reunion will take place Saturday, June 
13, at Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, locat-
ed at 9 Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail 
hour will begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of 
2026’s Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradu-
ation is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-
mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, 

Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Marc Coman, Amy 
Dooley Lockmer, Richard Kearney, Laura Kl-
emba, Richard Pawoiczik, Mark Pierini, Frank 
Sanchez, Thomas Savage, Cameo Thorne 
Smith, or Kevin Tolman is asked to email 
Mary Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@
gmail.com or message her on Facebook: Port-
land high class 76.

Classmates can also verify current contact 
information and obtain information by con-
tacting Reitz. 

‘Chill for Change’ Returns Feb. 28
The Northern Middlesex YMCA and Camp 

Ingersoll will hold the 12th annual Chill for 
Change, a winter fundraiser benefiting camp 
scholarships and life-changing camp experi-
ences, on Saturday, Feb. 28.

Chill for Change challenges participants to 
“Chill” by jumping into the icy waters of Jobs 
Pond – and create “Change” by raising funds 
that provide camp scholarships for children 
who otherwise could not attend.

YMCA Camp Ingersoll is a 77-acre outdoor 
center located on the shores of Jobs Pond in 
Portland, at 94 Camp Ingersol Rd. 

All jumpers must preregister, and must be 

age 14 or older. Awards will be given for Best 
Costume, Best Team Theme, 	 B i g g e s t 
Pig Sty (most funds raised by a team), and Big-
gest Piggy Bank (most funds raised by an indi-
vidual). Also, the top individual fundraiser will 
receive a free session of camp – which can be 
redeemed by your own family or gifted to some-
one else. 

Register, donate, or form a team at campIng-
ersoll.org – click on ‘Chill for Change.’

For more information, contact Ben Silliman 
at bsilliman@midymca.org or 860-342-2267, or 
look for YMCA Camp Ingersoll on Facebook.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) Executive Board is now taking appli-
cations for the group’s annual scholarships to be 
awarded to Middlesex County students pursu-
ing a career in music or nursing. In its 35-year 
history, MHVC has awarded over $90,000 in 
scholarship money.

Applicants must have been accepted at an ac-
credited college or university with one of these 
majors. The Review Committee will consider 
academic record, extracurricular and commu-
nity service activities, the student’s ability to ar-

ticulate his/her career goals and the recommen-
dations of the references. The scholarships will 
be paid directly to the recipients at the spring 
concert which will be held on Saturday, May 2, 
at Portland High School.

All applications must be postmarked by Sat-
urday, March 14, and can be obtained at Mid-
dlesex County high school guidance offices or 
by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you would like 
to make a donation to the scholarship fund, visit 
the website.

Knights to Hold Baby Shower
The Council 7 Knights of Columbus will 

conduct its 14th annual Baby Shower on the 
weekends of Feb. 21-22 and Feb. 28-March 1. 
All items donated in the Rosary Room at the 
Church of St. Mary in Portland will be shared 
with Birthright of Meriden.

Birthright continues to provide a range of 
support services for expectant and new moth-
ers. Some of the services are no-cost, non-judg-
mental pregnancy testing, prenatal health care, 
and maternity and baby supplies. 

Suggested new items should be unwrapped, 
include: diapers, sleepers, blankets, rattles, bibs, 
bath towels, wipes, lotion, outfits, shampoo, 

bottles, baby bath, pacifiers, comb & brush sets, 
socks, gift sets, stuffed animals, blanket sleepers, 
crib sheets, sweaters, hats, diaper bags, booties, 
etc. 

A box for “Respect Life” cash donations will 
also be available, and gratefully received.  Dona-
tions can also be mailed to Freestone Council, 
P.O. Box 7, Portland, CT 06480.

 Brother Knight David Shovlin commented, 
“This activity puts action into the Knights of 
Columbus’s support of those mothers who 
choose life.”

For further information, call David at 860-
342-4259. 

The Portland Middle School Boys basketball team had an undefeated season this 
year, going 15-0 and participating in the Beman Tournament in Middletown. Pictured 
are, front row (kneeling from left), Adrian Sanchez, Josh Clark, Logan DuBerry, 
Mason Downing, Ben Martinez, Leevar Lombardo, Connor McAllister, Connor 
Cummings, John Bankoski; back row (standing from left) assistant coach Mike King, 
Evan Warner (captain), Zayden Dullary, Griffin Poach, Aaryn Cole, Mizion Bryant, 
Able Wells, Noah MacDonald, Leo Dean (captain), Spence Papke, Jameson St. Pierre, 
Patrick Reilly (captain), assistant coach Ryan Cole and head coach Matt Binnington.

Basketball Team Goes Undefeated!
The Portland Middle School Boys basketball 

team recently completed an undefeated regu-
lar season, going 15-0 – winning by an average 
margin of 31 points per game – and the team 
also accepted an invitation to participate in 
the Beman Tournament (Middletown) against 
some of the largest schools in the state.

 At the tournament, Portland rose to the 
challenge with double digit-victories against 
Middletown and Cheshire before losing a hard-
fought game to Windsor. Portland was led by 
the dynamic backcourt of Leo Dean (co-captain 
and one of four players to be named all-tourna-
ment team in the Beman Tournament) and 7th 

grader Spence(r) Papke. The frontcourt consist-
ing of Patrick Reilly (Co-Captain), Evan War-
ner (Co-Captain), Noah MacDonald and Za-
yden Dullary provided defense, toughness and 
intensity to the group. The team was extremely 
deep with huge contributions every game from 
Aaryn Cole, Theo Arnold, Mizion Bryant, Grif-
fin Poach, Jameson St. Pierre and Abel Wells. 

 The JV team went a stellar 11-4 and contrib-
uted mightily to the varsity’s success through 
their intensity at practice. 

The team was head coached by Matt Binning-
ton and assisted by Ryan Cole and Mike King.
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
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Cash
Check

and now 

860-267-0431
accepting Credit Cards

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children 
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet  the first and 
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658. 

Soup and Substance: On Wednesdays during 
Lent, Zion will once again participate in a Soup 
and Substance program together with Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church in East Hampton. Partic-
ipants will meet together at 6 p.m. for a simple 
meal and discussion, alternating between the 
two churches. Dates are: Feb. 25 at Zion; March 
4 at Bethlehem; March 11 at Zion; March 18 at 
Bethlehem; and March 25 at Zion.

Lenten Food Bank Collection: Also 
throughout Lent, Zion will collect items for 
Portland Food Bank. Items to be collected in-
clude: Feb. 22 - shampoo, conditioner; March 1 
- soap, bodywash; March 8 - paper goods: toilet 
paper, paper towels, tissues, napkins; March 15 

- toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, dental 
floss; March 22 - deodorant, feminine products; 
March 29 - shaving cream, hand lotion, and 
body lotion; but any items are welcome at any 
time.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is Feb. 23.

AARP Tax Return Preparation:  Wednes-
days through April 8, 9 a.m.-noon. The service 
is free, but an appointment is required. 

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 2/23: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 2/24: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – to donate light fleece for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more infor-
mation contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.
com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 sug-
gested donation (must fill out form). Menu: 
baked stuffed chicken, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, string cheese, milk; Coupons for 
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 
5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 2/25: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor. 

Thursday, 2/26: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill 
out form). Menu: jumbo hot dog and bun, mac 
and cheese, green beans, string cheese, grapes; 
Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 2/27: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
Mah Jongg, 10 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-
11:15 a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, programs are 
free and registration is required. Monday, Feb. 
23: Lunch & Learn with Oakley Home Access, 

12:45 p.m. Enjoy a light lunch and learn about 
aging in place with home modifications and se-
nior living options. 

Monday, Feb. 23: There will be a monthly 
technology workshop at 11 a.m. A range of 
technology topics will be discussed. 

Monday, Feb. 23: Hair by Jessica. A traveling 
hairstylist comes to the center each month to fix 
up your do. Men’s/women’s shampoos, cuts and 
styling will be offered. Call Jessica to make your 
appointment at 860-751-9215.

Wednesday, Feb. 25: Lunch at Lenny & Joe’s. 
Leave the center at 11 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee, 
and you pay for your own meal.

Monday, March 2: Cooking for One with 
Marilyn, 11:45 a.m. On the Menu for March is 
Apricot Glazed Chicken with Spring Vegetables. 
Fee is $10. 

Tuesday, March 10: Bingo with Sean from 
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 12: The Heart of Health 
& Community Wellness Series. This free event 
runs the second Thursday each month. This se-
ries will include the blood pressure clinic from 
10:45-11:45 a.m., and a ‘Chatting with Chatham 
Health’ wellness presentation at 11:15 a.m. 
Don’t forget to sign up for the congregate meal 
at noon. (Must sign up by noon the day before 
to attend lunch, the suggested donation is $3 for 
the meal, and you must fill out form.)

Thursday, March 12: Sweet Treats and Con-
versation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. 
Come to the center for a sweet treat and chat 
with leaders of the Portland community. This 
month’s community leader will be Jenn Mc-
Guinness from the Portland River Valley Gar-
den Club. 

Friday, March 13: Family History Fun with 
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, March 16: Veteran Benefits Work-
shop, 9 a.m. Learn about programs and services 
offered to veterans and surviving spouses. 

 Monday, March 16: Coffee, Cookies and 
Caregiver Conversation with Athena Home 
Health & Hospice, 11 a.m. This informational 
session is for caregivers and families to learn 
helpful information and get guidance about 
navigating care at home. 

Tuesday, March 17: St. Patrick’s Day party, 
1 p.m. All are invited for good food and good 
music. Fee is $8. 

Monday, March 23: A monthly technology 
workshop will be held at 11 a.m. The topic for 
this session will be end-of-life planning for doc-
uments and digital access.

Despite the cold weather, there was a strong turnout for the Youth Basketball Free-
Throw Contest held by the Portland Knights of Columbus on Jan. 30 at Brownstone 
Intermediate School.

KoC Holds Free-Throw Contest
The Portland Knights of Columbus Freestone 

Council 7 held its annual Youth Basketball Free-
Throw Contest on Friday, Jan. 30, at the Brown-
stone Intermediate School gymnasium. Despite 
the cold weather, there was a good turnout for 
the event.

Medals were awarded to the top finishers in 
their age and gender groups on the basis of 15 
free-throw attempts.

Top finishers for the girls were: Chelsea Mac-

Donald, age 9; Portia Coronella, age 11; and 
Taylor Sobieski, age 13. For the boys, top finish-
ers were Evan Burdick, age 9; Christian Rosario, 
age 10; Liam Xiao, age 11; Mason Downing, age 
12; and Timothy Bolstridge, age 13.

The Knights of Columbus state finals compe-
tition will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, 
at St. Paul Catholic High School, 1001 Stafford 
Ave., Bristol.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

This Sunday, Feb. 22, Cooke will preach on 
the topic “Snakes and Sin.”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary-aged children 
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-
vated classroom, and the middle school class 

will meet in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K chil-
dren will enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate 
lesson.

All are invited to the church’s Lenten Soup 
and Substance events on Wednesdays, Feb. 25, 
March 11 and March 25, starting at 6 p.m. 

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

February ‘Love’ Book Sale
The Friends of Portland Library group is 

sponsoring a used book sale in the Second-
Hand Prose Bookshop at the Portland Library 
during regular library hours. 

There is a large selection of books for those 
who love art, cooking, or gardening and several 
new choices for puzzle lovers. There are also fic-
tion, romance, teen, and children’s used books 
as well as DVDs. Books are 50 cents for paper-
backs and children’s books, $1 for trade paper-
backs and $2 for hardcover. DVDs are 50 cents 

each disc and puzzles are $5 unless marked oth-
erwise.

FPL also has “I Love CT Libraries” reusable 
bags on sale for $1 each. 

All proceeds benefit programs funded by 
the Friends, such as the Library’s Museum Pass 
Program, children and adult programs, and the 
library’s DVD collection. 

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information or email questions to friend-
softheportlandlibrary@gmail.com.

St. Mary Palm Cross Sale
St. Mary Ladies Guild is conducting a Palm 

Cross sale from March 7-15. These crosses are 
used to adorn the gravesite of a loved one for 
Easter.  

Cost is $13 each.  Call Guild president Jane 
Klemba at 860-301-3731 to place an order.  

Deadline for orders is March 15. 

Dean’s List
Ava Hurley of Portland made the fall 2025 

Dean’s List at the University of Connecticut. 
She is an economics major with a minor in data 
analytics.
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Beetlejuice JR. runs March 6-8 at East Hampton Middle School, featuring back row 
from left, Tyler Roman as Beetlejuice and Nick Dudek as Beetlejuice; seated, left to 
right: Ella Conforto as Lydia Deetz and Daniella Garcia as Lydia Deetz. 

Beetlejuice JR. Coming to EHMS
It’s Showtime!
The East Hampton Middle School Drama 

Club will perform Beetlejuice JR. on Friday, 
March 6, at 7 p.m.; Saturday, March 7, at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m., at 
East Hampton Middle School. 

Tickets are $10 for children, students, and se-
nior citizens and $12 for adults. Tickets will be 
available for purchase in person at the time of 
the show, cash only.  

Based on the blockbuster motion picture 
turned Broadway musical, Beetlejuice JR. tells 
the story of a strange and unusual teenager 
named Lydia Deetz, who is grieving the loss of 
her mother and obsessed with death. Luckily for 
Lydia, she and her father move to a new house 
haunted by a recently deceased couple and 
Beetlejuice, a delightful demon with a real zest 
for life. When Lydia calls on Beetlejuice to scare 
away anyone with a pulse, this double-crossing 
specter shows his true stripes, unleashing a 
(Nether)world of pandemonium.

With music and lyrics by Tony Award nomi-
nee Eddie Perfect and a book by the Tony 
Award–nominated pair Anthony King and 
Scott Brown, Beetlejuice was nominated for 
eight 2019 Tony Awards, including Best New 
Musical.

“Beetlejuice has a large and fervent fan base 
among people of all ages,” said Drew Cohen, 
Music Theatre International’s President and 
CEO. “The response to Beetlejuice JR. from 
audiences around the country is nothing short 
of astounding. Bravo to EHMS Drama Club for 
bringing this musical so vividly to life...figura-
tively speaking, of course.”

Beetlejuice JR. is part of Music Theatre Inter-
national’s Broadway Junior® collection of musi-
cals, which are 30- and 60-minute versions of 
classic and modern shows adapted for the needs 
of younger performers. Beetlejuice JR. is pre-
sented through special arrangement with, and 
all authorized materials are supplied by, Music 
Theatre International. 

Kindergarten Registration and Screening Dates
Memorial Elementary School is accepting ap-

plications for all children eligible to enter kin-
dergarten in September.

Per legislation, any child who is five years 
old on or before Sept. 1 is eligible to register for 
Memorial’s kindergarten program. If your child 
will not be 5 by this date but will be 5 by Jan. 1, 
2027, and you would like them to attend kin-
dergarten in the 2026-27 school year, you must 
submit a request for early entry by March 15.

Registration packets are now available in the 
Memorial School lobby, at the East Hampton 
Public Library, and on the EHPS website at 
www.easthamptonps.org. Completed registra-
tion forms are due to the Memorial School of-
fice by Friday, March 13, along with a full-size 
copy of the child’s birth certificate and proof of 
residency in East Hampton. In addition, a cur-

rent CT Health Assessment form must be on file 
with the school nurse’s office by Friday, Aug. 7. 
Students may not begin kindergarten until cur-
rent vaccination records have been submitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork 
is returned to Memorial, you will be contacted 
to schedule a screening appointment for your 
child. The following dates have been reserved 
for screening appointments: Tuesday, April 21; 
Friday, April 24; and Monday, April 27. Ap-
pointments will be scheduled for half-hour time 
blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. If you have 
requested early entry to kindergarten for your 
4-year-old, you will be also scheduled for an ad-
ditional assessment on Monday, May 4.

Call the Memorial School office at 860-365-
4020 if you have questions regarding the regis-
tration process.

Donations Accepted for ‘Bits and Pieces’
Haddam Neck Congregational Church is ac-

cepting donations of fabric, yarn and notions 
for the Bits and Pieces sale to be held during the 
church’s 37th annual quilt show on April 11 and 
12.	

All proceeds support church outreach and 
maintenance. Call 860-993-5311 or  860-301-
4994 for information on how to donate.

Hours for the quilt show are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on April 11 and noon-4 p.m. on April 12, at the 
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

There will be a tea room, raffles, and dozens of 
handmade quilts featured. Suggested donation 
is $8.

This year, organizers are asking for some pa-
triotic or red, white and blue quilts to exhibit – 
in addition to other designs they want to share 
– as a way to celebrate the country’s 250th an-
niversary!

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or 
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult Programs: Leaf & Lit: A Silent Book 
Club: Tuesday, Feb. 24, 6 p.m. Bring your cur-
rent read to the library, sip tea, and enjoy the 
quiet company of other readers.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, March 3, 6:30 p.m. 
This month’s theme is “Make a Recipe from 
Your Favorite Cookbook.” Bring a prepared dish 
and 12 copies of the recipe to share. Library will 
provide plates and forks. Register or drop in.

Teen Programs: Magic: The Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, March 7, 1-3 p.m. All 
skill levels are welcome. Bring your own decks 
or use one of the library’s.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days: Grades 
K-8: Saturday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children 
and families in grades K-8 are invited to create 
a different toy, game, or treat together. No regis-
tration required; just drop in.

STEMtastic: Celebrate Black History Month 
for Grades 1-5: Monday, Feb. 23, 4-5:30 p.m. In 
this drop-in program, learn about Black scien-
tists of the past and present, then complete some 
mini experiments inspired by different scientific 
fields. Siblings and caregivers welcome.

STEMtastic: Insect Models for Grades 1-5: 
Monday, March 2, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
make a model of your favorite insect and learn 
some bug facts.  

Lego at the Library: Grades K-6: Tues-
day, March 3, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Build a new cre-
ation based on a challenge/theme, solo or with 
friends. All Lego bricks provided.

Fish Fridays Are Back 
The Knights of Columbus, St John Paul II 

Council 6190 is offering a variety of fish din-
ners on Fridays during Lent. The next dinner 
will be Friday, Feb. 27.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams, and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and 
fried chicken tenders meals have been added. 
Chowder will also be available. Coffee, tea, 
water and soda are also offered. Prices of the 

fish may vary from week to week. 
Entertainment on Feb. 27 will be the East 

Hampton High School jazz band, with An-
drew Groves.

Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in 
the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West 
High St. Takeout service will also be avail-
able; advance orders must be received by 
noon on Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. 
Do not leave orders on answering machine.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Winter Warmth Collection: The church is 

collecting clothing for the area unhoused in 
conjunction with FOOD4LIVES. Please check 
your closet for surplus warm clothing in good 
condition; adult sizes only. A box will be placed 
in the Parish Hall for donations.

Lent Vitamin Drive: Save your loose change 
over Lent to make a donation to the St. Vincent’s 
Center for Children with Disabilities in Haiti. 
The Missions Team wants to provide the center 
with funds to purchase multi-vitamins for their 
vulnerable students. Contributions are due by 
the end of April; please indicate “Missions” or 
“Vitamins” in the memo line of your check.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance, 
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays from 2 to 6 p.m. with Ria Irons, a 
certified community health worker, who will 
provide services on help with medication, com-
municating with healthcare providers, under-
standing care instructions and connecting with 
local resources. Health insurance will be billed 
for this service when possible. Call for an ap-
pointment: 860-267-4426.

Live Well with Chronic Conditions: Tues-
days, Feb. 24-April 7 (no class March 10), 9:30 
a.m. This free six-week workshop on how to 
better manage your ongoing health condition is 
presented collaboratively with Senior Resources 

Agency on Aging, Chatham Health District 
and Connecticut Aging and Disability Services. 
Topics include healthy eating, physical activity 
and exercise, dealing with difficult emotions, 
decision-making and communication skills, 
working with health care providers, action plan-
ning and problem solving. Sign up today!

Café Conversations with the Coordinator: 
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 12:45 p.m. Chat with senior 
center director Holly Marrero, share ideas and 
provide feedback.

The Pretend Cooking Show: Wednesday, 
Feb. 25, 2 p.m., with director Holly Marrero, 
featuring Avocado Breakfast Bowls. Cost is $5.

Friday Film Fun: Friday, Feb. 27, at 1 p.m., 
featuring Wicked: For Good. Popcorn served.

Trips: A Night of Doo-Wop: Held at East 
Hampton High School on April 25. The senior 
center will offer participating senior center 
members a reduced ticket price of $15 (regular-
ly $25) along with transportation to and from 
the show. Depart at 4:30 p.m.; doors open at 5 
p.m. Features performances by The Royal Teens, 
Jukebox 45 Show Band and Back in Time. Pro-
ceeds benefit East Hampton High School Proj-
ect Graduation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready 
to help. Each week staff will consult with you 
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the 
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll 
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted 
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser

As a fundraiser for his Eagle Scout project, 
Aiden Gora will hold a Spaghetti Dinner Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, from 5-7:15 p.m., at VFW Post 
5095, 20 N. Maple St.

Menu includes spaghetti, meatballs, salad, 
bread, refreshments and dessert. 

Cost is $15 for adults, $12 for ages 65 and up 
or 12 and under, and kids 6 and under eat free. 
Advance ticket purchase is required. Email al-
ligora2002@gmail.com with any questions, or 
visit www.troop8.net.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

History of
Haddam Neck in Photos
All are invited Sunday, March 1, at 2 p.m., for 

a program of the History of Haddam Neck in 
Photos. 

The program will be held at Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., 
Haddam Neck, and will be presented by Eliza-
beth Malloy, director of the Haddam Historical 
Society/Thankful Arnold House. 

Chancellor’s List
Kristoffer Lintz of East Hampton made the 

Chancellor’s List at the University of Massachu-
setts Lowell for the fall 2025 semester. 

Lintz is enrolled in the mechanical engineer-
ing program.   The Chancellor’s List recognizes 
full time university students with exceptional 
academic performance.
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Dementia Talks No. 49 
To the Editor:

The test of wits.
The need to pause and reassess.
That was my visit with mom on Saturday.
180 degrees different from the day before. On 

the Friday our visit was amazing, we did her PT 
“exercises,” then took a walk outside in the crisp 
winter air, then we sat in one of the Country 
Kitchens and put a puzzle together. Mom was so 
engaged and she did great with the puzzle, with 
prompting here and there.

Admittedly I walked in the door on Saturday 
thinking we would repeat our amazing visit 
from the day before. “No” was back to being 
the word of the moment...every moment. The 
puzzled look as if she questioned if it was safe to 
“go” with me. The resistance to stand up out of 
the chair. The testing of my skills as a caregiver.

I was able to walk away, put my coat in her 
room, recalibrate, come back and negotiate 
with mom to go for a walk by saying there was a 
party in Town Square and I wanted to introduce 
her to everyone.

In that moment she popped up from the chair 
and motored, with me in tow, to the open area 
we gather as a group. We walked a little, we par-
ticipated in the “morning exercise class” with 
her community family. I danced with Ms. J., we 
had snacks and I sat with mom.

And now I reflect.
Yesterday was also an awesome visit when I 

stop and think about it. The difference between 
Friday and yesterday was the level of effort 
needed to engage, to connect, to gain her trust.

My learning is to embrace the effort and rel-
ish in the days that seem “easier” than others. 
Each day will be so very different.

Sharing that next week, I will talk about some 
events coming up that you might be interested 
in.

Thank you for reading and know that you are 
not alone. May today be your peaceful day.

With much love and peace, 
Tonya Maurer

Amston

Thanks for Donations!
To the Editor:

The coaches and parents of Bacon Academy 
wrestlers would like to thank the local business 
community for their donations to the Annual 
Matt Bishel Memorial Tournament. The event 
was hosted at Bacon Academy on Saturday, Feb. 
7, where, despite the snow, more than 10 teams 
from surrounding areas gathered for a great day 
of competition. 

The day started with Noel’s donating eggs and 
cheese so we could prepare breakfast for the 
athletes after weigh-ins, and Colchester Donuts 
and Café donated delicious donuts. Throughout 
the day we served hot food from many local 
establishments. Colchester Pizza donated ten 
pizzas. Oz ‘N Bones donated trays of their deli-
cious Bacon Macaroni and Cheese, along with 
pulled pork and pulled chicken. McDonald’s of 
Colchester graciously donated fifty cheeseburg-
ers and 50 four-piece nuggets. Plum Tomato 
donated five pizzas and Family Pizza donated 
sheet pizzas. Fresca Tequila Bar and Grill pro-
vided flautas with a street corn dipping sauce. 
Starbucks donated over fifty treats to keep the 
athletes going. At the end of the day, the Bacon 
Academy wrestlers got to sit and eat together as 
a team, with grinders provided by Jersey Mike’s.

We would not have been able to host a suc-
cessful tournament without help from all our 
parent volunteers and the tight-knit community 
we live in. We feel fortunate to live in a town 
with businesses that provide so much support 
to local sports and community programs. There 
is no town quite like Colchester!

Bacon Academy Wrestling Team
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Library Friends
Trivia Night

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary will host a Trivia Night Saturday, Feb. 28, 
from 7-9 p.m., at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 West 
High St., Unit B1. Food trucks will be on site 
before 7 p.m. 

Registration is required; only one registration 
per team please. Teams should be made up of 2-8 
players, and the fee is $20 per player. Entry fees 
can be paid in cash or by check at the library’s 
front desk, or via PayPal or Venmo. All proceeds 
support the Friends of the Library Scholarship 
Fund, awarded annually to local students. 

Register online at www.EastHamptonPubli-
cLibrary.org.

KoC Scholarships,
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 an-
nounces the availability of three $1,000 schol-
arships to students continuing their education 
at an accredited college/university.  Applicants 
must be members of St. John Paul II Parish. 

The council will also award two $500 Help-
ing Hands grants to members of St. John Paul II 
Parish attending Mercy or Xavier High Schools.  

Applications are available at guidance offices 
and the parish center office at stpatrick47@sbc-
global.net.

All applications must be received by April 17.

Belltown Garden Club Scholarship
The Belltown Garden Club is again offering 

a scholarship, available to high school seniors 
who reside in East Hampton. 

All students must be graduating/have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut, and must use 
the scholarship for expenses at an accredited 
school. The school may be a 4- or 5-year col-
lege or university, a community college, a trade 
school or a commercial school. 

This scholarship is awarded to an East 
Hampton High School senior, with prefer-
ences given to a student who intends to major 
in sciences or education related to the earth. 
Related fields of study will be considered. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision. 

Applications are due by May 1, and are 
available through the guidance department at 
EHHS.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for February:  Cynthia 
Minichino from Glastonbury, whose mixed 
media works will be seen during regular library 
hours. 

Foundry Saxophone Quartet: Sunday, Feb. 
22, 2 p.m.  Enjoy an afternoon of folk, jazz, and 
modern standards with these musicians who 
met at the Hartt School of Music and have been 

performing together ever since. Call the library 
and indicate if you plan to attend.

Save the Date: Saturday, April 18, at 6 p.m. 
the library will host a poetry event with East 
Hampton Poet Sympetalous AKA Stan Lindh 
and professional jazz musician Lynn Tracy. All 
are invited to this evening of poetry and music. 

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments 
are served after the service.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 

available. All are welcome.
Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 

p.m. New members are always welcome. 
Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Music Room. The study is the Women of 
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the Study Packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Middle School Honor Roll
Honor Roll students for the second quarter of 

the 2025-26 school year at East Hampton Mid-
dle School are:

Grade Eight
High Honors: Ian Aiello, Anabela Amarel, 

Pranud Anthony, Juliana Aresco, Wade Aresco, 
Nicholas Bagley, Cassandra Bombaci, Charlotte 
Burgin, Colton Burgin, Ryley Cohen, Abigail 
Coleman, Alexa Colwell, Ella Conforto, Abigail 
Coyne, Kayleigh Doll, Mia DonAroma, Nicho-
las Dudek, Kayla Engelhardt, Alexander Far-
rell, Evelyn Fielding, Brayden Formigilo, Clara 
Foulis, Daneilla Garcia, Lucas Gionfriddo, So-
fia Haley, Jackson Hall, Lennox Hanna, Brooke 
Hawes, Madison Herman, Nolan Hilton, Cal-
lahan Hines, Mira Hogan, Zoe Holzer, Ga-
briel Hunt, Taylor Karabetsos, Adriana Karas, 
Michael Kauffman, Thomas Kellogg, Isabella 
Kiernan, Owen Killian, Keegan King, Chanuk 
Kulatunga, Zackary Lavender, Olivia Luparia, 
Sara Maalouf, Josslyn Marrero, Cameron Mar-
zi, Natalie Maxwell, Cole McCarthy-Nowak, 
Charles Montalbano, William Muzzy, Grayden 
O’Hearn, Quinn Paiva, Tiffany Pinzon, Bryson 
Rall, Emma Roberge, Tyler Roman, Isabella 
Secondo, Luca Serra, Kayla Spitzmacher, Em-
ily Stiles, Jacob Sylvester, Abigail Tinney, Trev-
or Ushchak, Sophia Vargas Mendez, Devin 
Werme, Lukas Werme, Jackson Wilks, Harper 
Woodson, Zachary Zabroski.

Honors: Whimsy Brand, Deklan Cardoso, 
Richard Claude, Natalie Dean, Pierce Drobiak, 
Aubree Dunnells, Grace Fagan, Tobias Finn, 
Mason France, Avery Gaughran, Samuel Gray, 
Cayden Guite, Brayden Landry, Graysen Loan, 
Emilia Luparia, Michael Misorski, Gabriella 
Munoz, Carter Pattison, Joseph Ploszay, Jaksin 
Sandquist.  

Grade Seven
High Honors: Gianna Baio, Anthony Bal-

amucki, Jayden Caliskan, Michael Cerreta, Ty-
ler Claude, MariAnna D’Amore, Hudson D’Elia, 
Allie Dipace, Hunter Ellis, Audrey Embacher, 
Emma Emery, Anabia Fahd, Lucas Farias, Isa-
belle Fromme, Avery Gelineau, Olivia Giani-
noto, Dylan Gionfriddo, Brayden Goodwin, 
Alex Gora, Owen Grendzinski, Cecelia Guest, 
Kennedy Hall, Autumn Hatcher, Gabriella Hill, 
Grace Holman, Grace Jensen, Lillian Jewart, 
Gracie Johnson, Benjamin Kennedy, Collin 
Kloepfer, Thomas Kokus, Alice Kowalewski, 
Ava Kroeber, Gavin Ladue, Matthew Lessard, 
Leah McCormick, Kaylani Melendez, Kaylee 
Melendez, Blake Milardo, Eli Mitchard, Kayla 
Mitkiewicz, Ainsley Mortimer, Liam Mutters, 
Aleksa Niosi, Riley O’Connor, Bryson Paddock, 
Ravin Perera, Ashley Phillips, Aaron Pierson, 
Aiden Pierson, Ella Ploszay, Blake Rau, Max 

Rawlinson, Bryanna Ray, Sonoma Rembish, Sa-
vannah Russo, Maiya Sadowski, Joseph Salafia, 
Mason Seaman, Ryker Shumbo-Jenks, Alexan-
dria Smith, Lukas Vai, Brayden Valli, Alessia 
Vargas Mendez, Philip Vincuilla, Maria Viti-
ello, Jeffrey Walitynski, Scarlett Ware, Katherine 
White, Dyani Williams, Lionel Wilson, Evan 
Yacono, Veda Youngs.

Honors: Alexa Baer, Calan Bengtson, Mitchell 
Bombaci, Walker Briere, Kadyel Cardona, Xavier 
Carillo, Courtney Mahoney, Elaina Matte, Logan 
Pinkleton, Kaiden Shakir, Kade Sheehan, Arthur 
Skinner, Arianna Slavin, Josie Tiano. 

Grade Six
High Honors: Blake Aresco, Charlotte Ar-

nold, Jarek Barillaro, Olivia Burgin, Ivy Ca-
selli, Colby Christensen, William Clark, Taelyn 
Colwell, Fiona Coyne, Islay Danaher, Violette 
DeSimone, Henry Distin, Michelle Drlik, Rylan 
Ellison, Sawyer Farrell, Noah Faucher, Whit-
ney Fielding, James Finn, Colin Fitzgerald, 
Benjamin Foulis, Mason Gorra, Quinn Gould, 
Lucas Granatowski, Hailey Guiheen, Kayla 
Hawk, Miles Hibbeler, Aria Hinds, Natalie Kel-
logg, Brennan King, William Krotky, Connor 
LaBonia, Eli Laplant, Charlize Lemire, Lillian 
Malatesta, Gabriella Martino, Aiden Mathieu, 
Quinn Mathieu, Charles McCarthy-Nowak, 
Oliver McCarthy-Nowak, Sawyer McCarthy-
Nowak, Cash McGlynn, Ashlyn McWade, Jillian 
Meacham, Colin Meier, Francis Mezzatesta, Lo-
renzo Milardo, Camden Montalbano, Benjamin 
Munoz, Dalton Neary, Bennett Niderno, Evelyn 
Nilsen, Isabelle Nunes, Cooper O’Hearn, Jordan 
Ortuso, Megyn Perez, Owen Phillips, Brody 
Pinney, John Reis, Scarlette Remele, Claire Ro-
berge, Jonah Robinson, Darren Royce, Jeremy 
Royce, Sulekha Salad, Brooke Scanlon, Peyton 
Schoonerman, Lorenzo Secondo, Marco Serra, 
Violet Smith, Mekhi White, Melania Wiesner, 
Harper Wilcox, Ian Williams, Joel Zavattero, 
Nolan Zavattero.

Honors: Iris Ames, David Burgh, Tristan 
Christensen, Willow Kelley, Elias Marra, Mia 
Mojica Encarnacion, Abriana Parente, Sawyer 
Rosenfeld, Landon Santos, Hans Smutz, Lilly 
Stino, Addison Trombino, Nora Venetianer, 
Evan Zadroga.

Resident Announces Candidacy for State Rep

Meghan Rosenfeld

East Hampton resident Meghan Rosenfeld 
has announced her candidacy for state repre-
sentative. 

Rosenfeld, a Democrat, is running for the 
34th District. She is looking to unseat Republi-
can Irene Haines.

“I am deeply humbled by the enthusiastic 
support I’ve received from our local Democrat-
ic Town Committees,” said Rosenfeld. “Thank 
you for your endorsements and for placing your 
trust in me. Your partnership matters in this 
challenging moment for our towns, our state, 
and our country, and I am committed to work-
ing alongside you to help our communities meet 
this moment and lead us toward a stronger, 
more just future—where no one is left behind.”

In a press release, Rosenfeld said she is run-
ning on a platform centered on practical, peo-
ple-first leadership and “restoring a true part-
nership between the state and the towns that 
keep Connecticut running.”

Rosenfeld is an East Hampton resident, a 
hockey mom, and an executive-level educa-
tional leader in the Montessori community. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in law, a master’s 
degree in education, and is a certified paralegal 
and certified neurodiversity coach. Rosenfeld 
brings professional experience as a former hu-
man resources manager, Montessori teacher, 
and paralegal focused on legal research and 
writing, as well as service as a former victims 
advocate and EMS volunteer. She currently 
serves on the East Hampton Commission on 
Aging and other local nonprofit boards, and has 
been accepted into a Ph.D. program in Special 
Education at the University of Connecticut.

“Our towns can’t afford another vote to re-
peat history,” Rosenfeld said. “It’s time to turn 
the page—and build a stronger partnership be-
tween our towns and the state so every commu-
nity has what it needs to thrive, and no one is 
left behind.”	

For more information, visit www.meghan-
forct.com.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 



NEWS BULLETIN • February 20, 2026	 Page 15

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

R
E2

-2
0-

26

YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“The time is always right
to do what is right.”

—Martin Luther King Jr.

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

Helping Hands
Closed for February

Helping Hands will be closed for the month 
of February and reopen Saturday, March 7. It 
will then be open every first and third Saturday 
of each month. Donations will be collected on 
those Saturdays, as well as every Thursday from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St. 
For more information, call Beth Cunningham 
at 860-365-1054.

Library Friends
Offer Scholarship

 The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any 
East Hampton resident who is currently in his 
or her senior year of high school. 

The student should intend to continue his or 
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate 
program. The applicant should have had some 
involvement with a library that has positively 
impacted his or her life. 

For applications, visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org/friends-of-the-library-scholarship-
application, or pick up a hard copy at the library 
or through your school’s guidance office. Submit 
your completed application form by April 10.

RTC Meets Next Week
All are invited to join the East Hampton 

Republican Town Committee at The Dub-
lin, 42 E. High St., at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
17.  

Attendees can learn about volunteer op-
portunities in the community. For more 
information, email ehctgop@gmail.com or 
visit www.easthamptonrtc.com.

EHMS Spring Athletics
 East Hampton Middle School students who 

are interested in trying-out for either the base-
ball or softball teams can register online through 
Arbiter-sports-registration (arbitersports). 

Athletes must have a physical conducted 
within the last 13 months before trying out. 

Deadline for online registrations is Sunday, 
March 15. For additional information, contact 
EHMS Athletic Director Michael Mercaldi at 
860-463-6837.

Belltown Garden Club 
to Meet

On Monday, Feb. 23, the Belltown Gar-
den Club will meet in the East Hampton 
Public Library community room at 6:30 
p.m. to craft nesting balls.

The balls will be crafted using dried grass, 
small twigs, leaves, moss, pine needles, 
plant fluff (cattail, cottonwood), bark strips 
and feathers. Please bring any of these ma-
terials if you are able. 

Newcomers are particularly encouraged 
to attend. If interested, call Donna at 860-
267-2853 to register. 

ECHS Honor Roll
East Hampton residents Marie Doran and 

Brent Cattanach each made the East Catholic 
High School Honor Roll for the second quarter 
of the 2025-26 school year.

Doran, a 10th-grader, made First Honors, 
and Cattanach, an 11th-grader, made Honors 
with Distinction.

Volunteers Honored
The East Hampton Commission on Aging 

unanimously passed a motion thanking two 
more volunteers of the East Hampton Commu-
nity Cares organization for reaching the mile-
stone of performing at least 10 deeds to help 
older or disabled residents in town. 

Barbara Haas has done 13 deeds, and Elaine 
Puzzo has done 10. Deeds can include driving, 
social visits, indoor help, or outdoor help. 

For more information, contact Eric Rosen-
berg at COAChair@easthamptonct.gov, or 
check URCommunityCares.org.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) Executive Board is now taking appli-
cations for the group’s annual scholarships to be 
awarded to Middlesex County students pursu-
ing a career in music or nursing. In its 35-year 
history, MHVC has awarded over $90,000 in 
scholarship money.

Applicants must have been accepted at an ac-
credited college or university with one of these 
majors. The Review Committee will consider 
academic record, extracurricular and commu-
nity service activities, the student’s ability to ar-

ticulate his/her career goals and the recommen-
dations of the references. The scholarships will 
be paid directly to the recipients at the spring 
concert which will be held on Saturday, May 2, 
at Portland High School.

All applications must be postmarked by Sat-
urday, March 14, and can be obtained at Mid-
dlesex County high school guidance offices or 
by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you would like 
to make a donation to the scholarship fund, visit 
the website.

Accepting Entries for Art Contests
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Aux-

iliary 5095 is now accepting entries for its 
annual 2025-26 Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art and 3-Dimensional Patriotic 
Art scholarship competitions. These scholar-
ships are designed to recognize young artists 
in grades 9 to 12, encourage patriotism, and 
assist students who wish to further their edu-
cation.

For contest eligibility and rules, as well as 
additional information, visit the library, the 
Post Home, or vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
young-american-creative-patriotic-art-con-
test. Student entries must be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

The deadline for both contests is March 31.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for 
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May 
1. Scholarships are available for families with 
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and 
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s 
camp combines professional-level training 
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building 
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage 
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. Afternoons 
are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s main-
stage production.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s 
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as 
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a 
rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a 

magical snowman to find her estranged sister, 
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers 
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-
ter. Performances will take place July 23–25 at 
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the 
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In 
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event,” a 
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to 
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may 
audition in advance, auditions are not required 
to participate. Those who choose not to audi-
tion will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA 
also offers valuable behind-the-scenes training, 
with many campers gaining hands-on experi-
ence as members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

Epoch Arts Dinnershow Returns March 7
Epoch Arts will hold its annual Dinnershow 

on Saturday, March 7, at 6 p.m., at Epoch, 27 
Skinner St.

This is a fundraiser for Epoch Arts’ original 
Mainstage Theater production, The Last Living 
Place, which will be performed at the end of 
April. At the Dinnershow, the cast of The Last 
Living Place will serve you a full course pasta 
dinner and then you will sit back and relax 
while they perform in a variety of skits, musical 

numbers and the famous Wackadoodles! Skits 
will randomly be called out and the cast will 
scramble to put their costumes on and perform 
on the spot. 

Admission to Dinnershow is $15, or $12 for 
seniors. To make a reservation or if you would 
like to sponsor a skit for $25 or a Wackadoodle 
for $10 email elizabeth@epocharts.org. 

For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Irish Celebration with Andy Cooney: Tues-
day, March 10, at the Danversport Yacht Club, 
Danvers, Mass. Depart from Stop & Shop at 
7:30 a.m. Enjoy the sounds of Ireland with Andy 
Cooney and special guest comedian George 
Casey and the Guinness Irish Band and Emer-
ald Fire Irish Dance. Choice of scrod or corned 
beef. Cost is $185.

Fairytale Lunch at Pickity Place, Mason, 
N.H.: Thursday, May 7. Visit this 1786 cottage 
for lunch followed by time to stroll the grounds 
and shop, explore the herb shop, gardens and 
greenhouse. Also, visit the Cathedral of the 
Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided tour. Ex-
plore the sanctuary, sacred spaces, monuments 
and burial grounds built as a memorial to those 
who have fallen in service to the nation. Cost 
is $167.

On the Hunt, Moose & Gems, Bethel, 
Maine: May 27-29. Spend two nights at Sunday 
River Resort, and visit Maine Mineral and Gem 

Museum, Moose Safari, Conway Scenic Rail-
way. Cost is $769 double/triple occupancy.

Newport Flower Show “Pearl of Newport”: 
Friday, June 19, departing the Stop & Shop 
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Rosecliff Mansion is the 
backdrop for the Newport Flower Show where 
participants can stroll the first floor of the man-
sion and the grounds filled with floral arrange-
ments, shop the marketplace and have free time 
in downtown Newport.  Cost is $136. 

 Boston Tall Ships: Tuesday, July 14, depart-
ing from Stop & Shop at 9:30 a.m. Experience 
the fleet of international tall and military ships 
in Boston Port as part of Sail250; lunch at Jim-
my Buffets’ Margaritaville; browse Faneuil Hall 
then board the Charles I for a narrated cruise. 
Cost is $183. 

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student 
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch 
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming 
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield 
and a show with Freddie Marion performing 
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at 
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149. 

Schools Offer Preschool Programs 
The East Hampton Public School System is 

seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested in 
preschool programs for the 2026-27 school year. 

The school system is offering two preschool 
programs for the upcoming year: the Integra-
tion Programed preschool half-day program 
and the full-day Smart Start program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool 
Integration Program will be held three times 
a week for 3-year-old students and four times 
a week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited 
spaces, selection for peer models will be deter-
mined through a lottery process. If selected, 
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate 
skills will be assigned by age to either a three 
day or four day a week schedule (2.5 hours per 
day). Children must be toilet-trained and turn 3 
prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible for the 3-year-old 
program and turn 4 by Sept. 1 for the 4-year-old 
program. There is a $3,000/student fee for this 
program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s Smart Start 
Program will be held five full days per week (9 
a.m.-3:10 p.m.), following the East Hampton 

Public Schools calendar. Priority will be given 
to 4-year-old children that meet income guide-
lines or have other factors for consideration. 
Additional applicants, regardless of economic 
or risk factors, may then be selected through 
a lottery process if there are spaces available. 
Children must turn 4 prior to Sept. 1 to be eli-
gible for Smart Start. 

Parents interested in proceeding through the 
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School or the East Hampton Public Library. 
The completed Parent Interview Form, Immu-
nization Form and a Proof of Residency must 
be returned to Kelly Caruso at Memorial School 
office no later than March 20. Students will not 
be eligible to enroll if all required immuniza-
tions are not current. Once all three forms are 
returned, parents will be contacted, no later 
than March 28, to schedule a time to bring their 
child for the screening and lottery/selection 
process. 

Forms received after March 20 will not be ac-
cepted. 

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.
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Complete KitChen & Bath Remodeling

Visit Our New shOwrOOm!

relocated to Oak Street!We’ve 

K I T C H E N S ,  L L C

860.430.2661 
160 Oak Street #210

Glastonbury, CT 06033
www.christinokitchens.com

Lic. #HIC0660016

Runner-Up Finish for Bacon Boys Track & Field

By Josh Howard
Following a third-place finish at the state 

meet a year ago, Bacon Academy boys indoor 
track and field continued to work up the lead-
erboard this season – placing second overall at 
the Class S championships in New Haven on 
Feb. 14. 

The Bobcats scored in six events with nine 
total athletes contributing to the team’s overall 
score of 35, finishing behind only the champi-
ons from Bloomfield. 

Head coach Steve Browning said his athlete’s 
willingness to sacrifice for the team made all the 
difference.

“We’ve had a lot of guys that have grown up 
during the season and when we went down to 
race on Saturday, we had a conversation about 
putting team goals in front of individual goals,” 
stated Browning, who has led the program since 
the turn of the century. 

Highlighting the team’s runner-up finish on 
Valentine’s Day was a pair of individual state 
championships as senior Liam Sweeney took 

gold in the shot put and junior Boden Paul se-
cured a state title in the 1,000 meters. 

Sweeney, a team captain with Michael Dickey 
and Sam Dickey, had a toss of 58’00 to beat run-
ner-up Khile Francis of Bloomfield for the top 
spot in the shot put.

A year ago, Francis edged Sweeney for the 
state title and this season Sweeney was able to 
turn the tables. 

“Liam has gotten better and better as a com-
petitor,” Browning said of his state champion-
ship thrower, who also secured a conference 
title the previous week. “This year he’s been very 
composed and methodical [and] he’s really hit 
his potential.”

Paul’s state title was his first, winning the 
1,000 meters with a personal-record time of 
2:38.22. He was also the anchor on the Bob-
cats 4x400 relay that placed third overall as 
Paul, Ethan Fleurose, Jacob Blanda, and Zack 
Weisensee combined to post a time of 3:39.71.

Once the dust had settled, Paul helped ac-
count for a team-high 16 points. 

Browning said the 1,000-meter triumph was a 
“major breakthrough” for Paul, adding, “That’s a 
demanding, grueling race. He got himself into a 
position and took off on the final lap.” 

Junior Jeffrey Eldridge tied for second place 
in the pole vault, hitting 12’ 00’’ to account for 
an additional seven points.

Browning pointed out that the program’s 
coaches, which includes girls head coach Dave 
Kraszewski, determined a strategy prior to the 
meet that could maximize the team’s ability to 
put up points. 

“We were trying to figure out what we could 
do well, instead of worrying about what other 
teams were going to do,” explained Browning. 

The coaching staff ’s plan worked to perfec-
tion as the team’s Sprint Medley Relay of Fleu-
rose, Luke Schroeder, Jackson Lavertue, and 
River Bohn ultimately made the difference as 
they placed fifth overall with a time of 3:54.60. 
The top-five finish picked up a crucial two 
points for the team as the Bobcats placed exactly 
two points ahead of third-place Portland, which 
posted 33 team points. 

“Rather than play three-dimensional chess, 
we simply said ‘okay, where are we strong and 
what works for us,” noted Browning. “I’m just 
really impressed with how hard they competed 

and the willingness of some kids to put aside 
their own agenda and make sure we were suc-
cessful on some relays.”

A week earlier, the Bobcats placed third at 
the Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 
championships as Sweeney (shot put), Paul (600 
meters), and Schroeder (long jump) captured 
individual conference championships. 

Browning expressed that going through the 
gauntlet of competition inside the ECC during 
the regular season and conference tournament 
is ideal training for the state meets. 

Sweeney and Paul’s performances at the Class 
S championships qualified them for the State 
Open. They will be joined by sophomore Kier-
sten Page, who placed fourth in the 1,000 me-
ters on the girls side.

Page also joined Cleary Ashley, Reina Hill, 
and Taryn Gray on a Sprint Medley Relay unit 
that placed seventh overall at the class meet.   

After graduating a large senior class a year 
ago that included standout jumper Weston Dz-
wonchyk, Browning noted that with his young 
squad showcase an ability to rise to the occasion 
all winter. 

“Our major team goal was not to win the uni-
verse, it was to get better week by week,” added 
Browning. “The kids have a saying, ‘locked in,’ 
and I thought we were locked in on Saturday.” 

The three Bobcats competing in the State 
Open will compete this Saturday, Feb. 21, at the 
same venue (Floyd Little Athletic Center) in the 
Elm City. 

Bacon Academy boys track and field placed second overall at the Class S indoor state 
championships in New Haven last weekend.

Boden Paul (left) and Liam Sweeney each won gold medals at the state championships. 
Paul was victorious in the 1,000 meters and Sweeney took top billing in the shot put.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will 

hold its annual Fish Fry dinners every Fri-
day during Lent, starting Feb. 20 and run-
ning through and including Good Friday, 
April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the 
club’s breaded clam strip dinner, as well as 
chicken nuggets for the kids. All meals in-
clude coleslaw, coffee and dessert. Cost is 
$17 for adults and $10 for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Take-
out is available by calling the club at 860-
537-2593 after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.
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Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Colchester Lions Club’s annual Febru-

ary Breakfast Buffet will return Sunday, Feb. 
22, from 7:30-11 a.m., at St. Joseph’s Polish 
Society, 395 South Main St. 

Enjoy a full breakfast with pancakes, eggs, 
bacon, sausage, home fries, toast, juice, coffee, 
tea and water.

Advanced tickets are available at Dime 
Bank and Mel’s Downtown Creamery, or by 
calling 860-303-3162. Advanced ticket prices 
are $11 for adults, $9 for seniors, $8 for chil-

dren age 5 to 12. Children 4 and under are 
free.

Tickets will also be sold at the door. Cost 
will be $13 for adults, $11 for seniors, $9 for 
children age 5 to 12. Children 4 and under are 
free.

All proceeds are returned directly to the 
community through Lions causes such as eye 
research, as well as community service proj-
ects and grants to local organizations.

‘Colchester Women in the Revolutionary War’
After a winter break, the Colchester Area 

Chapter 4019 of AARP will resume its meetings 
Tuesday, March 3, at the Colchester Senior Cen-
ter, located at 15 Louis Lane. 

Board members will meet at 12:30 p.m., with 
the general membership gathering at 1 p.m. All 
members are encouraged to bring food for the 
refreshments table to share. This year, social-
izing and coffee time will go from 1-1:30 p.m., 
with the main members’ meeting starting im-
mediately after.

The March program will be presented by 

Irene Watson and is entitled, “Women of Col-
chester During the Revolutionary War.” The 
program looks at the activities and contribu-
tions of Colchester women at the time of the 
war. All Colchester-area seniors are encouraged 
to attend this free gathering and also learn more 
about our local AARP chapter.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
Cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Feb. 23: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign, Senior Spotlight - AI; 11 a.m.-
noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, Feb. 24: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Healthy Food Se-
ries – Sugar Alternatives; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 
1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., 
Wellness Nights. 

Wednesday, Feb. 25: 9 a.m., Making Memo-

ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., TVCCA 
lunch will be served early; noon, senior center 
will close early for staff training.

Thursday, Feb. 26: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 
noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., 
Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.  

Friday, Feb. 27: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., AARP Tax 
Aide by appointment; 9 a.m., Social Service 
Hours, Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:30 
a.m., Lunch Bunch; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Oil Painting with Brianna: Thursday, Feb. 
26, 6 p.m. This is a beginner class. Every skill 
level is welcome. The cost is $20 and registration 
is required.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, Feb. 20, 6-8 p.m., at 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. Cost: 
$25/ team. Preregistration required. A maxi-
mum of 10 teams of four will be allowed (one 
person per team should register). Come with 

a team or come alone and Parks and Rec. will 
connect you with people. Additional Puzzlepal-
ooza dates: March 20 and April 24.

Make and Take Painting Nights: Wednes-
day, Feb. 25, 6 p.m., at Colchester Senior Center, 
for ages 13 and up. Theme is “Highland Sheep.” 
Fee is $40 per person. Minimum of five people 
needed, with maximum of 15.

Commit Dance Fitness: Wednesdays 
through March 4, 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Inter-
mediate School. For ages 15 and up. Drop-ins 
are welcome, at $12 per class.

Military Veteran
Coffeehouse

The next Colchester Military Veteran 
Coffeehouse will be held at the Colchester 
Fish and Game Club on Saturday, Feb. 21, 
from 10 a.m.-noon. All military veterans are 
welcome.

Contact Mary Gura with questions or 
suggestions for speakers at 860-537-2921. 

ECHS Honor Roll
Ryan Curry of Colchester made the East 

Catholic High School Honor Roll for the second 
quarter of the 2025-26 school year.

A 12th-grader, Curry made Honors with Dis-
tinction.
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3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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(860) 928-2341 

697 Pomfret Street,  
Pomfret Center, CT 06259

392-A Merrow Road,  
Tolland, CT 06084

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Dan & Lois’s story

This statement was provided 9/3/2025 by Dan and Lois Shaughness, who are clients. 
This statement may not be representative of the experience of others and is not a 
guarantee of future performance or success. For additional reviews, search us wherever 
local businesses are reviewed. 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

Dan & Lois

WHZ,  
Switching to you as our 
financial partner has allowed 
us to achieve goals earlier 
than we thought possible, and  
        your proactive approach    
              allows us to trust you  
                   completely. 

                     Thank you!

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

for the Better
Change

CIT2-19-26
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2544 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Winter Special!Winter Special!

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY
Feb. 22nd

12 PM to 2 PM
13 Basket Shop Road,

Hebron, CT
Beautiful Country Setting Surrounds This Center Fireplace Chimney 1740 SF 4 Bed-
room Hebron Colonial. Light and Bright Rooms Throughout a Versatile Open First 

Floor Plan with Four Bedroom 2nd Floor Plan! Open Front Porch, Rear Patio, Paved 
Drive, Storage Shed, Garage, & 2024 Installed Solar Panel System! Set on  1+ Acre Lot! 
Great Commuter Location to Hartford, Manchester, Willimantic, UCONN, & ECSU! 

Priced at $414,900.00

Six Years of Scoops… Mel’s Downtown Creamery recently celebrated its sixth year of 
business, in -20-degree temperatures! Mel’s offers ice cream treats year-round while 
supporting the Colchester community through various fundraisers, donations, and 
team sponsorships. 

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17. Explore Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night trip 
includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12 break-
fasts, one lunch, and six dinners). Cost is $6,499 
per person for double occupancy, if booked be-
fore Feb. 26. This is a small group tour (only 24 
people in total on the tour) so space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday, 
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire 
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the 

grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu 
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided 
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in 
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost 
is $167 per person, and includes transportation 
and lunch. Space is limited. 

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one you will 
travel to the Amish Country and experience an 
authentic Amish dinner prepared by an Amish 
family. Overnight accommodation will be at the 
Comfort Suites Amish Country. On day two, 
visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature Horse 
Farm, then take our reserved seats at the Sight & 
Sound Theater for Joshua. Cost is $509 per per-
son (double or triple occupancy) and includes 
the motorcoach, one night hotel, one breakfast, 
one dinner, admissions, tour escort, driver and 
tour director gratuity.
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KITCHEN
Tue & Sat 10am-5pm
Wed-Fri 10am-6pm
Sun & Mon Closed

RETAIL
Mon-Tue & Sat 9am-5pm
Wed-Fri 9am-6pm
Sun Closed

884 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield | 860.522.3129
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Gather around the table this lent.

Fresh, Simple and Perfect for 
the Season! Visit us in store for 

the freshest seafood around!

Some Seafood Options Include: 
Fresh Cod • Fresh Haddock  
Fresh Salmon • Stuffed Scallops 
Stuffed Clams • Crab Cakes 
Salmon Burgers
From traditional fish fries to 
easy oven-ready favorites, 
we have you covered.

Lent is a time for reflection, family, and sharing meals together. Lent is a time for reflection, family, and sharing meals together. 
Make it meaningful with fresh, high-quality seafood.Make it meaningful with fresh, high-quality seafood.
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stu� ed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stu� ed with seafood stu�  ng

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stu� ed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stu� ed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stu�  ng 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

BOS Advance Major Repairs, Review America250 Plans
By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Selectmen met on 
Feb. 5, and addressed a wide range of finan-
cial, operational and community matters, with 
major attention given to infrastructure repairs 
at the Fire/EMS headquarters and planning for 
America250 celebrations. Members also re-
viewed health district budget increases, youth 
program fundraising totals, long-term park de-
velopment timelines and upcoming town meet-
ings and audits.

Fire/EMS Drain Line Repairs
The issue centers on a significant blockage 

in the main sanitary line beneath the Fire/EMS 
apparatus bays. Fire Chief Steve Hoffmann ex-
plained that the blockage is worsening and in-
volves cast iron piping installed when the build-
ing was constructed in 1984.

Hoffman explained that previous attempts 
to clean the line had failed and, in some cases, 
made conditions worse due to hardened sludge 
inside the pipe. According to Hoffmann, “What 
little they got moved actually made it worse be-
cause they can’t get enough jet stream in there to 
get that sludge out.”

The board reviewed three cost scenarios pro-
vided by the contractor. The first scenario would 
cost $26,100 to remove and replace the most se-
verely blocked section and clean approximately 
58 feet of pipe. The next suggested cost would 
amount to $13,920 to install an epoxy liner at 
$240 per linear foot, or a $58,000 cost to fully 
replace the remaining 58 feet of cast iron pipe at 
$1,000 per linear foot.

The initial agenda item called for authoriz-
ing $26,100 from Capital Reserve, but multiple 
board members expressed concern that partial 
repairs would lead to repeated costs.

Selectman Tim Vaillancourt, a Republican, 
said, “It’s always better to do it one time than it 
is to do it two or three times.” Member Art Shi-

losky, a Republican, agreed with Vaillancourt, 
and added, “Pay me now or pay me more later.”

First Selectman Bernie Dennler noted that 
while the Facilities and Grounds Reserve could 
technically cover the smaller repair, the full 
replacement would strain that account, which 
receives $100,000 annually and is intended for 
smaller projects. However, Dennler agreed with 
previous statements, and said, “If you think that 
it’s worth our money to do it all at once, I would 
lean heavily on that.”

After discussion, the board agreed to recom-
mend a single appropriation of $84,100 from the 
unassigned fund balance, combining the initial 
$26,100 and the additional $58,000 needed 
for full replacement. Dennler added, “We cer-
tainly have the money and fund balance to do 
something like this.” The motion to recommend 
$84,100 from the fund balance passed 5-0.

America250 Fireworks: Cost, Timing, 
Community Impact

The second most debated topic was the pos-
sibility of bringing fireworks back to Colchester 
as part of the America250 celebration, marking 
the nation’s 250th anniversary. Dennler empha-
sized that there was no vote taken at this meet-
ing, but the discussion was intended to gauge 
board support.

He said, “People miss the 57 Fest fireworks, 
they miss the Trick or Trunk fireworks, and this 
being our country’s anniversary, I wanted to 

know what would it cost to do fireworks and is 
anything even available?”

Recreation Director Tiffany Quinn reported 
that July 4 is fully booked, but fireworks are 
available for National Night Out, scheduled for 
Aug. 4. The quoted cost for fireworks is $10,000. 

Resident Trooper Sgt. Zachary Cash described 
National Night Out as a successful first-year 
event in 2025, and stated, “It was a huge success 
last year. We had a great turnout.” He added the 
fireworks could significantly expand community 
participation and support police recruitment ef-
forts and added, “The fireworks would certainly 
be a way to draw more people in.”

Board members discussed funding challenges. 
Quinn noted that before COVID-19, fireworks 
were primarily funded through sponsorships, 
but those sponsorships are now harder to secure. 
Dennler asked whether the board would support 
the event even if no donations were received.

Vaillancourt responded, “I’m all in. I don’t 
care how we pay for it, to be honest. It’s a big 
deal – 250th celebration. I’m glad we’re in-
volved.” Dennler emphasized that the anniver-
sary is a rare event and warrants a centerpiece 
celebration.

The board reached consensus to move for-
ward with planning, solicit sponsorships and 
bring a fireworks contract back for formal ap-
proval at a future meeting. No funding was au-
thorized at this time.

Parks and Recreation
Admin Assitant Position

The board also unanimously approved a new 
Parks and Recreation Administrative Assistant 
job description, replacing a previous structure 
that had consistently proven difficult for staff.

Quinn and Human Resources Manager 
Taryn Scoot answered questions about the re-
vised role. Board members noted that the new 
structure shifts responsibilities away from spe-
cialized programming and towards administra-
tive and operational stability.

Selectwoman Rosemary Coyle, a Democrat, 
commented that the change would allow the 
department to function “much more efficiently.” 
The motion pased 5-0.
Additional Financial, Community Updates

During liaison reports, board members pro-
vided several updates. The Chatham Health 
Board approved its fiscal year 2026-27 budget, 
resulting in a 2.79% increase for Colchester due 
to population growth.

The Youth First Coalition Resolution Run 
had 104 participants and raised $3,282, and 
Youth First is working to raise $3,000 to send 
four students and two adults to the Community 
Anti-Drug Coalition of America (CADCA) 
Conference in July. They plan to hold a Well-
ness Fair alongside the Farmers Market at the 
Colchester Senior Center on March 21 as well as 
hosting an Easter Bunny Breakfast at the Senior 
Center on March 28 to raise funds.

Scholarship Available
for Bacon Seniors

Attention Bacon Academy seniors: a scholar-
ship is available from Abundant Life Church.

The essay topic is: “In 400 words or less, 
please explain how your Christian faith has 
helped you in building your character and what 
challenges you have experienced as a result of 
your Chirstian faith.”

Deadline is March 6. Submit your essay with 
your name and date to the Bacon Academy 
school counseling office.

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog related items for 
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” The 
event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-
day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain 
date of Sunday, May 31. 

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt 
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, 
and other canine entertainment. 

Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth. 
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. If 
you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.com.

TUESDAY: 20% OFF your entire dinner bill.
WEDNESDAY: Buy one entrée, get one 1/2 OFF

(higher price prevails)

OFFer good after 4pm, Feb. 24 & 25. Online orders use code FEB2026

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

WE’VE GOT SOLE…

… and salmon, and trout, … and salmon, and trout, 
and shrimp, and crab cakes.and shrimp, and crab cakes.

Our fish is Our fish is alwaysalways fresh! fresh!

… and salmon, and trout, 
and shrimp, and crab cakes.

Our fish is always fresh!
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(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Thinking of Selling or Buying?
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-

2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-
2011-2010 of SOLDs in total for Hebron, 
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.

For Loyal Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!
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105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —
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Space is limited, Please RSVP to Mary 
by February 23, 2026 at 860.533.2524

Terrazza at Quarry Ridge Presents: 

Join us for an elegant evening of 
fine dining and expertly paired wines 

Thursday, February 26, 2026, 
from 6:00–8:00 PM.

Enjoy a thoughtfully crafted five-course menu, 
beginning with classic Oysters Rockefeller, 

bright Rustic Winter Salad, and our 
homemade Cacio e Pepe Ravioli. 

Main course - Beef Filet & Lamb Loin Duo, paired 
with a distinguished Bordeaux. 

Dessert - Chocolate & Coconut Custard Cake 
and vintage port.

Each course is perfectly matched with exceptional 
wines from France, Austria, Italy, and Portugal, 

creating a memorable culinary experience.

$115 per person, Tax and gratuity not included.

Seating is limited. 
Reserve your table today at 
Terrazza at Quarry Ridge. 

Tickets available at TerrazzaCT.comTickets available at TerrazzaCT.com

Winter Wine DinnerWinter Wine Dinner

Terrazza Restaurant | 9 Rose Hill, Portland, CT 06480
Sun-Thu • 11am-9pm | Fri-Sat • 11am-10pm
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 5.95% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.25%, 5.60%, or 5.95% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. 

Main St. For more information, call 860-
398-9119 or email chapel.colchester@yahoo.
com. The Rev. Don Rivers is the church’s bi-
vocational pastor, who also serves as president 
for “Racing with Jesus Ministries,” The Racer’s 
Church since 1980.  

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. It’s an 
open discussion on the theme: How does God 
fit in this thing called life?

Upcoming Outreach: Vacation Bible 
School is coming in July. Operation Christmas 
Child will also come up later this year; boxes 
and packing guides will be available at the 
church. All are invited to participate in this 
outreach program. 

Spring Book and Bake Sale
The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will 

hold its Spring Book and Bake Sale at The Cra-
gin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., from 
March 6-11. 

The sale will begin Friday, March 6, from 4-7 
p.m., with a pre-sale admission charge of $5 to 
pick the “cream of the crop.”  There is no admis-
sion charge from Saturday – Wednesday. Hours 
those days are:

Saturday, March 7, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sunday, March 8, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Mon-

day, March 9, and Tuesday, March 10, from 10 
a.m.-8 p.m.; and Wednesday, March 11, from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. There will be a Monday-Wednesday 
special: Fill a box or bag for $5.

The sale will feature books galore, even large 
print books and books on tape. There will also 
be music, movies, puzzles, and games.  Baked 
goods for sale are individually wrapped.

All proceeds support library programs that 
benefit the patrons of The Cragin Memorial Li-
brary. 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.
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Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

RE2-20-26

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Spring is on it’s way!Spring is on it’s way!
Call the Skyview Team to help with Call the Skyview Team to help with 
all your residential and commercial all your residential and commercial 

Real Estate needs!Real Estate needs!
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— OUR LOCATIONS —

— OUR PROVIDERS — 
Dr. Roa Alammari • Dr. Christine Armstrong 
Dr. Robert Gildersleeve • Dr. Danielle Martin

Dr. Lesley Gumbs • Dr. Lydia Lormand
• Dr. Debora Zamora

Dr. Rabale Hasan • Dr. Katharine Sweeney
Virginie Eklund, CNM • Bridget Forte, CNM

Shannon Morgan, CNM • Lauren Startz, CNM
Stephanie Welsh, CNM •  Jessica Nivison, CNM

Pamela Frappier, PA • Cory Arnold, APRN

121 Broadway, Suite 2
Colchester

21 Ledgebrook Drive
Mansfield

388 West Center Street
Manchester

394 West Center Street
Manchester

To schedule an appointment, please call:
860-649-1120 or 860-450-7227

 ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
OBGYN and Midwifery of Connecticut

— OUR SERVICES —
 Pre-pregnancy planning and Pre-natal care

 PCOS management
 Peri-menopause and Menopause Care

 Gynecological Surgery
 Mammography
 Contraception 

 Routine Wellness visits

Proud to offer personalized care to patients 
and families of Eastern Connecticut.

Referendum Next Week on 
Field Complex, Bacon Roof 

By Toriana Williams
Residents of Colchester will soon head to 

the polls to vote in a town-wide referendum 
that focuses on school and recreation facilities. 
This vote will give residents a direct say in how 
the town moves forward with major building 
projects.

What’s on the Ballot
Voters will be asked to respond to two 

separate yes-or-no questions. The first ques-
tion focuses on controversial athletic facility 
upgrades at Bacon Academy and the town’s 
recreation complex. Residents have recently 
voiced both their opinion and opposition to 
implementing turf fields to Bacon specifically. 
On the ballot, the question will read:

“Shall the Town of Colchester appropri-
ate and authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
expend a sum not to exceed $14,562,400 for 
capital improvements to the town’s athletic 
facilities located at Bacon Academy and the 
recreation complex and authorize the issuance 
of bonds and notes to finance the portion of 
the appropriation not defrayed from grants or 
other funds?”

The second question deals with replacing an 
aging roof at Bacon Academy, a project which 
has been a long time coming. That question 
will appear as:

“Shall the Town of Colchester appropri-
ate and authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
expend a sum not to exceed $5,000,000 for 
replacement of the roof and related improve-
ments at Bacon Academy and authorize the is-
suance of bonds and notes to finance the por-
tion of the appropriation not defrayed from 
grants or other funds?”

When and Where to Vote
Voting will take place on Feb. 24 at Town 

hall. First Selectman Bernie Dennler ex-
plained, “All eligible voters can cast their bal-
lots at Town Hall from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday. It’s important that folks remember 
that Town Hall is the only polling place.” 

Results are expected later that night, follow-
ing the same process as a regular election.

What Happens After the Votes
If voters approve the athletic facilities proj-

ect, the town will move quickly. “If the athletic 
project passes, the Athletic Complex Building 
Committee will begin the next steps to bring 
the project to the construction phase for this 
summer,” said Dennler.

If it does not pass, town leaders plan to lis-
ten closely to residents. Dennler explained, “If 
it fails, I think we will want to take some time 
to gather public feedback on the reasons why.”

The roof project follows a similar path. 
Dennler noted, “If the roof project passes, a 
small building committee will be formed. We 
will also begin the process of seeking state fi-
nancing and grants if we have an approved 
project.” If voters reject it, town boards will still 
need to address the problem, since, as Dennler 
stated, the roof “is currently leaking.”

What Voters Should Expect
This referendum gives residents a clear 

choice on two costly but important projects. 
Voters should expect a straightforward ballot, 
a single polling location and results announced 
late Tuesday night. Most importantly, the out-
come will shape how Colchester invests in its 
schools and recreation spaces for the future.

Historic Bacon Academy Trustees 
recently installed a bronze plaque hon-
oring the lives and labor of the enslaved 
men and women of Pierpont and Abigail 
Bacon.  

Historic Bacon Installs Plaque Honoring Enslaved People 
The Trustees of Historic Bacon Academy 

have installed a plaque honoring the people en-
slaved by Pierpoint and Abigail Bacon, whose 
estate included a $35,000 bequest that funded 
the construction of Bacon Academy in 1800. 
The school opened in 1803 and became one of 
the most influential educational institutions in 
the region.

In a journal marking the school’s 50th anniver-
sary in 1853, Preceptor William Kinne delivered 
a historical address in which he expressed hope 
that future historians would acknowledge “the 
part played by the slaves in creating the estate 
that was left for the founding of the academy.”

“While it took longer than Kinne had hoped, 
the dedication of this plaque ensures that future 
generations who visit this landmark will know 
their names,” said Andrew Norton, chairman of 
the Trustees.

The plaque names the known enslaved in-
dividuals connected to the Bacon household: 
Zip, also known as Scipio; Arunah (born April 
8, 1787); Cambridge; Jenny; Cato (born to Jen-
ny on July 23, 1778); Zilpha; Archelaus; Anne 
(born June 4, 1781); Roman (born Decem-
ber 8, 1783); and Candace (born October 24, 
1786). Mehitable (born May 3, 1795) and Frank 
(born May 15, 1792) were children when Bacon 
passed and are not named on the plaque.

Archelaus was emancipated during the Revo-
lutionary War after enlisting to fight in place of 
his enslaver, a practice that was not uncommon 
at the time. Cambridge was freed in April of 
1799; however, no record is given for the reason 
for his emancipation.

Upon his death, Bacon’s will emancipated the 
remaining enslaved people. Cato, his mother, 
Jenny, and Zilpha, along with her young daugh-
ter Mehitable, were granted a 40-acre farm. Zip, 
Bacon’s longest-serving man, however, was not 
provided with land or housing and received 
only a small bequest, which he refused in an-
ger. Cato later provided a modest shelter for Zip, 
described as his former “partner in bondage,” 
where Zip outlived his former master by just a 
couple of years. There is no mention of any of 
the others after their emancipation.

“The people enslaved by the Bacons contrib-
uted enormously to [the Bacons’] wealth and, 
therefore, to the Academy itself. This plaque 
stands as an acknowledgment of lives and labor 
and affirms the Trustees’ commitment to telling 
a more complete history of Bacon Academy and 
the town of Colchester,” said Arthur Liverant, 
Trustee Vice Chairman.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through June.

DTC Trivia Night
All are invited to an evening of trivia spon-

sored by the Colchester Democratic Town 
Committee on Friday, Feb. 20, at St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. in 
time for a 7 p.m. start.

There will be prizes. Bring your own snacks 
and plan to purchase drinks at the cash bar. 
Tickets are $20 per person for tables of up to 
eight people. Purchasing tickets in advance at 
secure.anedot.com/colchesterdemocrats/do-
nate is highly encouraged as seating is limited. 
Tickets will also be sold at the door. 

Everyone is welcome to join, no matter the 
size of your group.

They Battled for Liberty
The Colchester Historical Society will wel-

come author and historian Irene Watson for 
a special illustrated presentation titled “They 
Battled for Liberty: Black Soldiers of Colches-
ter Who Served in the Revolutionary War” on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at 6:30 p.m., at Colchester 
Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

This will be an evening dedicated to honoring 
the African-American men of Colchester who 
bravely fought for freedom during the Revolu-
tionary War.

All are invited to come and learn about these 
individuals and explore how their courage 
helped shape Colchester’s history.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will hold 

its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday during 
Lent, starting Feb. 20 and running through and 
including Good Friday, April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and chips, 
baked fish with baked potato, the club’s breaded 
clam strip dinner, as well as chicken nuggets for 
the kids. All meals include coleslaw, coffee and 
dessert. Cost is $17 for adults and $10 for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout 
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593 
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Women Commemorating 
250 Years

Female military veterans and town residents 
are invited to attend a planning meeting to com-
memorate the country’s 250th birthday and the 
roles women have taken in building the nation.	

Bring your ideas to Cragin Memorial Library, 8 
Linwood Ave., on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 1-3 p.m. 

Call Colchester Municipal Veteran Repre-
sentative Mary Gura at 860-537-2921 for more 
information.

Ladies Guild Offering Trip
St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colchester invites 

all to accompany guild members on a Valley 
Forge and Longwood Gardens tour, from May 
19-21. 

Step back into American history at Valley 
Forge, explore the heart of Philadelphia, and 
wander through Longwood Gardens. There will 
also be a visit to the Museum of the American 
Revolution, as well as the Betsy Ross House to 
enjoy colonial chocolate making.  

For a flyer, contact Barbara Gozzo at barb-
gozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.
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Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. Also, there is a new once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules 
Christians should break as often as possible.” 
There are two day/time options to attend: the 
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the 

second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more in-
formation about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call the church at 860-228-1152.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cov
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Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings: 
Sunday, 2/22 – Sunday Worship Service with 
Baptism and February Youth Birthday Celebra-
tion at 10 a.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary; On-
line; Livestreamed); Sunday, 2/22 – Coffee Hour 
at 11 a.m.; Sunday, 2/22 – Resurrection Now: 
A Lenten Series at 11:30 a.m. (Gilead Church’s 
Sanctuary); Sunday, 2/22 – Community Chats 
at 11:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall Classroom); 
Sunday, 2/22 – Youth Group: Monthly Meet-
ing at 6 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Monday, 2/23 
– Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online via Zoom); 
Tuesday, 2/24 – AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall); Wednesday, 2/25 – Book Group 
at 10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 
2/25 – Choir Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s 
Sanctuary)

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 

also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Gilead Church’s Maple Fest Craft Fair: 
Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Gilead 
Congregational Church. This indoor fair fea-
tures handmade crafts, artwork, and specialty 
goods from local vendors. Spot one of the flyers 
around Hebron? Grab a pull tab for a free raffle 
ticket at the fair!

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, March 
1, 11:30 a.m. All are invited to create one-of-a-
kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion of 
proceeds benefitting Connecticut Food Bank. 

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, March 6, 6 
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. On the first Fri-
day night of every month, there is gathering to 
watch meaningful movies and share tasty food 
and good company throughout the winter and 
spring. No RSVP necessary. 

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Film: Friday, Feb. 
27, 1 p.m. The Roofman (rated R) will be shown. 
Popcorn and water are provided. 

Knit-Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. All levels and 
all fiber crafts are welcome. 

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-

els to drop in and play a game or improve their 
skills.

Children’s Programs: PJ Storytime: The 
first and third Tuesday of each month, at 6 p.m. 
There will be stories, songs, and crafts.

STEM for Homeschoolers: Wednesday, Feb. 
18, 1 p.m. Designed for grades pre-K through 4.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

firewood, food and moral support.
Support from local businesses and town de-

partments had become an essential part of the 
event. “[Colchester Public Works] clear the 
area for us. They provide us with the firewood. 
They bring our burn barrel for us,” Suchecki 
said gratefully. “They help us immensely. We 
couldn’t do it without them.”

Restaurants donate meals. Friends and co-
workers supply pallets and cordwood. Equip-
ment is loaned. Donations arrive in envelopes 
and online transfers. “The number of people 
that help us, they’re countless,” shared Suchecki. 
“Thank God,” laughed Brown.

Beyond the money, the experience itself 
serves a purpose. Standing in the cold for days 
offers perspective that cannot be gained with-
out stepping into the shoes of those who strug-

gle through similar difficulties. “We’re raising 
awareness for the cause,” said Suchecki. 

Ultimately, though, the men see themselves 
less as heroes and more as motivators. “We’re 
the catalyst for people to come and donate,” Su-
checki said.

And donate they do. By the end of this year’s 
event, the total told a powerful story of collec-
tive generosity. “This year, we raised $14,566.31, 
for a 17-year total of $206,612.33,” the group 
posted as an announcement on their Facebook 
page.

For three days each winter, a tent, a burn bar-
rel and a lot of stubborn resolve become a re-
minder that warmth is something no one should 
have to go without. “Freezin’ for a Reason” may 
be cold, cramped and occasionally miserable – 
but that’s exactly the point.
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$Valentine’s Joy, cont. from page 1
familiar tunes filled the room, several residents 
sang along, their faces lighting up with recogni-
tion.

Across the room, a RHAM High School 
freshman named Avery helped hand out flow-
ers. She described the purpose behind the event. 
“We volunteer for the residents to bring them … 
joy for Valentine’s Day, make them happy,” she 
said. “Have them have a little fun time.”

For Avery, the most meaningful part of the 
night was simple. “My favorite part is just seeing 
the smiles on everyone’s face.” She shared that 
a woman at one table told her, “Young people, 
you’re a blessing,” a comment that made her feel 
proud to be there. 

“It just made me so happy that they felt that 
way about us being here,” she smiled.

Katie Chanski, activity director at Colebrook 
Village, has helped organize many events, but 
she emphasized the special value of intergenera-
tional gatherings. 

“We love having the youth interact with the 
seniors,” she said. “It’s just great for kids to 
spend time with seniors and seniors to spend 
time with teens, bridge that gap.” 

Chanski noted that the community regularly 
invites local music groups to perform because 
residents “really appreciate it, and it brings back 
memories.”

Chanski explained that while evening events 
can be challenging for some residents who pre-
fer mornings, the turnout for the Senior Prom 
was strong. The room was lively, filled with con-
versation and laughter.

The SOAR program leaders also attended, 
watching proudly as their students connected 
with residents. Ashlee Parks of AHM Youth and 
Family Services described how much planning 
went into the event. “The kids were the ones 
who actually said, like, let’s do it around Valen-
tine’s Day, let’s have chocolate, let’s have flowers, 
let’s have music,” Parks said.

She explained that allowing students to lead 
the creative process gave them a sense of owner-
ship. “They want to do this ‘cause it’s their ideas, 

and they are really excited about it,” she said, 
and added that “Kindness really matters.”

Carol Rusch, a school psychologist at RHAM 
High School who co-facilitates the program, 
spoke about the broader mission of SOAR. The 
group focuses on service, leadership and com-
munity involvement. Residents, she said, were 
telling her, “I can’t believe the kids are talking to 
us. I can’t believe they wanted to do this.” 

For both Parks and Rusch, the evening 
showed how meaningful it can be when genera-
tions take the time to truly see one another.

Throughout the evening, small acts of kind-
ness were easy to see. Students carefully ar-
ranged bouquets for residents, some joined in 
to a conga line that went round and round the 
room and at another table, a group leaned in 
close, sharing stories about school, families and 
life experiences. Some residents danced in the 
open space near the music, and no one seemed 
concerned about perfect steps or polished 
moves. The focus was on togetherness.

The decorations, music and sweet treats cre-
ated a festive atmosphere, but the true highlight 
of the night was the connection between gener-
ations. For the residents, it was a chance to feel 
seen and valued.

As the event drew to a close, the room still 
buzzed with conversation. The flowers would 
soon be taken back to individual apartments. 
The balloons would eventually pop or be packed 
away. Yet the impact of the evening would last 
much longer.

At Colebrook Village, a simple idea – bring-
ing young people and seniors together for Val-
entine’s Day – became something much more 
meaningful. It became an evening of shared 
laughter, remembered songs and heartfelt 
words.

And in the smiles exchanged across genera-
tions, it was clear that both the students and 
the residents left with something special: the 
reminder that kindness and connection can 
brighten any season.

The community room at Colebrook Village in Hebron was recently transformed into a Valentine’s Day dream, as a “Senior Prom” planned by AHM’s SOAR middle and 
high school youth group in partnership with Colebrook, brought students and residents together for an evening of music, dancing and conversation. More photos on page 28.
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Wash the salt off your car!

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m. at the church. Next meeting 
is Feb. 19. The study will continue in the book of 
Psalms. Zoom access is available. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-

ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This class, 
which runs through April 11, is designed to 
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the 
community through a walking and/or running 
program custom made for your fitness level. 
Finish off the program by completing a 5k. 
Download the app, or contact the church office 
for more details. Training sessions meeting at 
the church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m.

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday, Feb. 21, 8–10 
a.m., at the church. All hungry men are invited 
for a hearty meal with a hearty Word together. 
Inviting others is strongly encouraged.

Baptism Class: Sunday, Feb. 22, 11:30 a.m. 
Interested in being baptized? See Pastor Sean 
Griffith or Elder George Logan.

Annual Church Business Meeting: Sunday, 
Feb. 22, 4–6 p.m.; snow date is Sunday, March 1. 

March Forth Prayer Walk: Sunday, March 
1, noon-1:30 p.m. All are invited to join in as 
church members “March Forth” into the town 
of Hebron. Attendees will be divided into 
groups and set out into town to cover the com-
munity with intercessory prayer, starting and 
ending with the church. All are welcome. Rain 
date: March 8.

ECHS Honor Roll
Shannon Austin of Amston made the East 

Catholic High School Honor Roll for the second 
quarter of the 2025-26 school year.

Austin, an 11th-grader, made Honors with 
Distinction.

TTCP Seeks Volunteers
The Town Center Project (TTCP), an all-

volunteer-driven 501c3 nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides various art installations 
and events in Hebron, is looking for vol-
unteers to help organize and produce a few 
events. 

The only special skill required is a love 
for community and the ability to be pres-
ent. Help is needed for a number of TTCP’s 
traditional programs, like the Town-Wide 

Tag Sale or Make Music Day, which is always 
June 21 and is a time when Hebron joins 120 
other countries in celebrating an Interna-
tional Day of Music. TTCP also organizes the 
Maple Fest and Harvest Moon Festival – and 
both require a lot of community input. This 
year, TTCP is also planning several events to 
honor the nation’s 250th birthday.

If interested in volunteering, email ttcp@
thetowncenterproject.org. 

Local Resident Shows Readers ‘The Shrouded Truth’ 

Resident Leslie L. Fredette has published The Shrouded Truth, the first book in a 
planned trilogy of the same name. Fredette hopes the new book will spark many 
questions in readers – including, “Is there life after death?” 

By Toriana Williams
“Is there life after death?” This is one of the 

many questions newly self-published author 
Leslie L. Fredette hopes readers will ask af-
ter they have read his new book The Shrouded 
Truth, the first entry in a planned trilogy of the 
same name. 

Fredette, 60, retired from his position as a 
principal engineer who worked on submarines 
and currently lives in Hebron. Behind his calm 
voice lies a lifetime of questions, doubts and 
dangerous ideas that have accumulated in a fast-
paced thriller steeped in conspiracy.

Fredette did not just wake up one morning 
and decide to chase controversy on a whim. His 
fascination began decades ago in his 20s, where, 
through his upbringing, he was introduced to 
the relic that inspired his novel.

The Shroud of Turin has followed him for 
most of his life. This centuries-old relic is a 
14-foot-long burial cloth that depicts the image 
of a crucified man, which has led many people 
to believe it was the actual burial cloth of Jesus 
Christ.

Fredette explained how science challenged 
that belief in 1988 when “there was this carbon 
dating testing that was done on the shroud that 
showed that it was from the Middle Ages.” For 
many people, that was the end of the story. For 
Fredette, it was just the beginning.

What pulled him deeper was not blind faith, 
but instead unanswered questions. 

“There’s been many … tests done since then 
that have refuted those findings,” he said. He de-
scribed details on the cloth that sound almost 
unsettling in their precision and explained how 
the wounds and the anatomy point to knowl-
edge no medieval artist should have had.

“Science wasn’t invented back then. You 
didn’t have the internet,” he stated. To him, 
the Shroud became “an anomaly in science.” 
That unanswered mystery stayed with him for 
40 years, quietly building toward a story that 
would finally let him explore it.

That story became The Shrouded Truth, which 
begins with a shocking possibility: during a fire 
at Turin’s cathedral in 1977, the Shroud of Turin 
may have been secretly replaced with a perfect 
fake. For 20 years, no one questioned its authen-
ticity. Then, when the Vatican announced new 
scientific testing, the truth threatens to surface 
– and powerful forces move to keep it buried.

At the center of the storm is Dr. Nicole 

McHenry, an American chemist selected to help 
determine the Shroud’s authenticity. Nicole, 
however, is not just a scientist. She is a woman 
holding her life together after deep personal 
loss, relying on both reason and faith. Fredette 
explained that this balance matters.

“She’s Catholic … but she’s also a scientist,” he 
said, adding that her inner struggle mirrors his 
own way of thinking. “I stand on the edge of, 
‘Wow, isn’t that really interesting?’” he shared. 
He did not write to prove belief or disbelief, but 
to explore the space between them.

As Nicole prepares to travel to Italy, the 
threats begin. What starts as an academic pur-
suit quickly turns violent. Hidden beneath the 
Tuscan countryside, a wealthy zealot had been 
guarding the real Shroud for years, convinced 
it is divine and capable of raising the dead. He 
plans to reveal its power on Easter, creating 
what would appear to be a Second Coming.

To stop the Catholic Church from exposing 
the truth, the zealot unleashes hired violence 
and manipulation, turning Venice and the Vati-
can into battlegrounds. Nicole and her husband, 
Liam, are dragged far beyond the safety of labo-
ratories and lecture halls, into a war where truth 
itself becomes a weapon.

That emotional weight is no accident. Fredette 
said the story only worked once he focused on 
what was happening inside his character. 

“Not just focusing on what was happening 
externally, but what was happening internally,” 
he explained. Those inner struggles are incred-
ibly personal, especially when it comes to Nicole 
and Liam.

Nicole’s strength is inspired by the woman 
who inspired Fredette himself. “My wife is a 
very strong woman who has … faced struggles 
in her life and has persevered despite those,” he 
said. Nicole is partly modeled after his wife, and 
partly after Fredette, blending sciences, faith 
and resilience into one character.

Liam’s character is shaped by something even 
closer to home. “[My wife] has dyslexia, which 
is actually why … Liam has dyslexia,” Fredette 
explained. For more than 10 years, he and his 
wife ran a clinic in Glastonbury for children 
and adults with dyslexia and ADHD. That expe-
rience changed how he views those challenges. 

“It’s not just a disability,” he said of dyslexia. 
“It can be a significant gift, and I absolutely be-
lieve that.”

In the novel, dyslexia is not a weakness to be 

hidden. It becomes part of how Liam thinks, 
creates and survives.

Fredette believes these traits can become 
strengths, and said, “There are things that my 
wife is capable of that are directly related with 
her dyslexia that are just atypical of other peo-
ple.” In both real life and fiction, what others 
overlook becomes a kind of superpower.

The urgency of The Shrouded Truth is also 
tied to Fredette’s own sense of time. “Being 
60 … there’s not that much time left,” he said, 
honestly. Stories of sudden death around him 
pushed the idea from someday to now.

The idea had lived in his head for years, but 
once he started writing, the story poured out. 
“It only took me probably six, seven months,” he 
said. What followed was the hardest part. “Edit-
ing,” he admitted. “Good books are not written, 
they’re edited.”

At the heart of the novel are the questions 
Fredette wants readers to carry with them. “Is 
there life after death?” “Faith versus science – 
how do you balance that?” And perhaps the 
most consequential of all: “To what extent does 
keeping the truth from your flock protect them, 
as opposed to harm them?”

In The Shrouded Truth, those questions do 
not stay theoretical. They ignite violence, chal-
lenge belief and force ordinary people to con-
front secrets powerful institutions would kill to 
protect.

Fredette does not promise an answer. Like 
the Shroud itself, his story invites readers closer, 
daring them to decide what they believe – and 
what the truth is worth.

Fredette’s book can be purchased from Ama-
zon or his website, www.LLFredette.com, where 
he also has merchandise for sale.
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Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as Pastor.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: CHF Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times 
and more information about the parish.

Office Hours: The parish office can be 
reached at 860-228-3727 Monday-Friday, from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Lenten Daily Mass and Reconciliation 
Changes: During the season of Lent only, a 
Monday 6 p.m. Mass at CHF has been added 
with Reconciliation available beforehand start-
ing at 5:15 p.m. In addition, the Tuesday eve-
ning Adoration and Mass times at CHF will be 
4:45 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively.

Stations of the Cross: Held every Friday dur-
ing Lent, at 4 p.m. at STC, and 7 p.m. at CHF.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

“Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
on the second Sunday of each month for the 
benefit of the Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in 
Willimantic. The next collection date is March 
8. However, cereal is most welcome any time. 
Place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room.

Meatloaves for CSK: The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. Parish-
ioners are asked to deliver a cooked meatloaf 
to the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is Feb. 24. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

KoC Council 11835 Lenten Food Drives: 
The Knights are sponsoring food drives during 
Lent (through March 29) at STC for the benefit 
of Covenant Soup Kitchen and at CHF for He-
bron Interfaith Human Services. See the parish 
bulletin and flyers posted on the bulletin boards 
for the list of needs and additional information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of 
the month for an evening of games, food and 
discussion. See the parish website for more info. 

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & 
dryer sheets; toiletries & women’s personal hy-
giene products; household cleaning products & 
13- & 35-gallon trash bags; men’s crew neck T-
shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s 
briefs (sizes 6-10); hand & body warmers; men’s 
& women’s wool socks and new or gently-used 
clean winter clothing & coats; and XL cold 
weather sleeping bags and tarps for the Out-
reach Program. Place bagged donations in the 
oak collection box next to the CHF Cry Room 
or the designated bin in the STC entryway. Con-
tact Monica (860-228-4211) for more informa-
tion.

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, invites all to its annual Purim cel-
ebration on Sunday, March 1, at 4 p.m.

The synagogue will hold a carnival and cos-
tume party for the children as well as read the 
megillah, an ancient text that tells the story of 
Queen Esther.  

The annual Maple Fest Bake Sale, which will 
include tours of the historic synagogue build-
ing, will be on Sunday, March 22, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. 

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-

tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

The synagogue said its historic building needs 
a new roof and other major renovations, and is 
looking for donations to its capital campaign. 
To learn more, go to www.gofundme.com/f/
support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

If interested in becoming a member or would 
like to learn more about the synagogue, please 
visit www.ubofhebron.org or email ubofh-
ebron@gmail.com.  Also, check out the syna-
gogue’s Facebook page for information about 
upcoming events and services.
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Drama Club to Present Addams Family
The RHAM High School Drama Club will 

present The Addams Family: A New Musical 
Comedy March 5, 6 and 7, at 7 p.m. each night, 
in the RHAM High School auditorium, located 
at 85 Wall Street in Hebron.

This musical brings the eccentric Addams 

family to life with humor, heart, and catchy mu-
sical numbers. The production features an en-
semble of more than 45 student cast members 
and 30 crew members, representing grades 7 
through 12.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for students. 
They may be purchased online via the QR code 
on promotional posters, or at tinyurl.com/
rhammusical. Tickets will also be available at 
the door on performance nights.

For more information, contact the RHAM 
High School Drama Club at bailey.mckier-
nan@rhamschools.org or nicole.daigle@rham-
schools.org.

Youth Baseball Spring 
Registration

RHAM Youth Baseball has announced 
2026 spring registration is open, for Little 
League baseball, T-Ball – Seniors.

Registration closes Feb. 22. Evaluations 
will be held for minors and majors on 
March 1. 

To register, visit rhamyouthbaseball.org.

Attention Essayists and Orators!
The Hebron 250 Committee is sponsor-

ing an essay and oratorical contest for RHAM 
High School students.  The winning entry will 
be awarded $250 and will present their essay at 
Hebron’s July 4th ceremony.  Here is a summary 
of the guidelines:

 Theme: During the American Revolution, 
Connecticut was called “The Provisions State.”  
What did the eastern region of Connecticut, 
including Hebron, Andover, Marlborough and 
Columbia, contribute to the war effort? Please 
explore the contributions of soldiers, women 

working on the homefront, farmers and manu-
facturers.

 Format and writing standards:  500 words 
(3.5 - 5 minute speech); MLA style and guide-
lines; original writing, without the use of AI ap-
plications. 

 Deadline:  Friday, March 27.
 More information is available through coor-

dinating teachers at RHAM, Margaret Clifton, 
Jennifer Stachowiak and Rebecca Fontaine.  You 
may also email Lynn Leavenworth at lleaven-
wortharc17@gmail.com.

RHAM to Host Invention Convention Semi-Finals
In collaboration with Hebron, Andover, 

and Marlborough elementary schools, the 
RHAM chapter of the National Technical 
Honor Society will host regional semi-finals 
for the Invention Convention on Wednesday, 
Feb. 25 in the RHAM High School cafeteria. 

This event will feature the finalists from 
each of the elementary schools, and judges 
will select student projects to advance to state 
finals. Family and community viewing of the 
projects opens at 6 p.m., with an awards cer-
emony beginning at 6:45. 

The Invention Convention is an inven-
tion education program that teaches students 
problem-identification, problem-solving, and 
creativity skills. Local elementary school stu-
dents have participated in this program for 
many years, helping to build their confidence 
in presentation, innovation, invention, and 
entrepreneurship. Invention Convention pro-
grams happen at the school, local, regional, 
state, and national levels in the United States 
and a growing number of countries world-
wide.

BOE Advances $15.74M Proposed Budget
By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Board of Education last week 
unanimously adopted a proposed $15.74 mil-
lion budget for the 2026-27 fiscal year – a 9.78 
increase over current-year spending. The pack-
age now goes to the Board of Finance for review.

At the Feb. 12 meeting, Superintendent of 
Schools Thomas Baird and Director of Educa-
tional Services Donald Briere presented early 
projections and outlined key cost drivers in the 
$15,737,976 spending proposal – an increase of 
$1,401,443 over the 2025-26 budget.

According to the presentation, the district is 
facing increases in areas such as health insur-
ance, transportation and special education ser-
vices. Briere explained that contractual salary 
obligations and inflation are also contributing 
to higher projected costs. At the same time, he 
emphasized the importance of preserving aca-
demic programs and student supports.

Briere presented information regarding spe-
cial education caseloads and explained how 
paraeducator needs are determined. The board 
discussed how staffing decisions are influenced 
by student needs and legal requirements for ser-
vices. Special education staffing continued to be 
a major factor in district budgeting.

Board members also discussed the impact 
of losing a school psychologist position in the 
draft budget. After discussion, there was con-
sensus to restore 1.0 full-time equivalent (FTE) 
school psychologist to the preliminary bud-
get proposal. To help balance that change, the 
board agreed to reduce 0.2 FTE of a contracted 

social worker position.
Following discussion, a motion was made to 

adopt the proposed budget – a motion that also 
included a request that the town fund an addi-
tional school resource officer through the mu-
nicipal budget so that each school would have a 
dedicated school resource officer. The vote was 
unanimous, and the motion carried.

Board of Education Chair Heather Petit 
shared that the school board will present its 
budget to the Board of Finance on March 17 at 
7 p.m. at the Douglas Library. This presentation 
will allow town officials and community mem-
bers to review and discuss the proposed school 
budget.

Student, Staff Recognition
In other business, the board recognized 

CAPSS Student Award winner Olivia Masse. 
Olivia, a sixth-grade student at RHAM Middle 
School, was selected for the award presented by 
Connecticut Association of Public School Su-
perintendents. The CAPSS Student Recognition 
Award honors students who demonstrate lead-
ership, academic growth and service to their 
school community.

RHAM teacher Nicholas Gurrieri praised Ol-
ivia’s dedication and character. “Olivia truly em-
bodies the spirit of leadership and citizenship 
that this award represents,” he said.

Grurrieri noted that her positive attitude 
and commitment to learning make her a strong 
representative of the district. Board members 
congratulated Olivia and thanked her for being 

a wonderful leader and student in the commu-
nity.

Another important recognition of the eve-
ning was for retiree Bill Holmes. Holmes was 
honored for his 12 and a half years of service to 
the district. Board members acknowledged his 
dedication and the lasting impact he made on 
students and staff.

During the recognition, Director of Technol-
ogy David McKenney described him as depend-
able and committed to the school community, 
and added that Holmes will be “an impossible 
position to fill.” The board expressed apprecia-
tion for his many contributions and wished him 
well in retirement.

In his Superintendent’s Report, Baird shared 
updates about recent math instruction work 
and facilities projects. He also included updates 
on curriculum and instruction.

Baird reported on ongoing development 
for teachers and efforts to strengthen student 
achievement. He shared information about as-
sessment results and strategies being used to 
support students who need additional help.

Technology and facilities were also addressed. 
The board discussed maintaining school build-
ings and planning for future improvements by 
reviewing maintenance needs and long-term 
capital considerations. Baird noted the impor-
tance of keeping facilities safe and functional for 
students and staff. They reviewed maintenance 
needs and long-term capital considerations.

Business and Financial Updates
Business Manager Cindy Hughson presented 

several financial reports, including Student Ac-
tivity Reports, Food Services, Preschool Finan-
cial Report, Non-lapsing Fund Report and the 
2025-26 Year-to-Date Financial Report.

Hughson explained that although the budget 
report currently shows a negative end-of-year 
balance, updates are expected through the re-
mainder of the year that should bring the bud-
get closer to a zero balance.

She noted that transfers will be included 
next month to help adjust accounts as needed. 
This indicates that while challenges remain, the 
district expects to manage finances carefully 
through the end of the fiscal year.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief
Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and old-

er or 100% Social Security disabled is offered 
in conformance with eligibility requirements 
and specifications of state enabling legisla-
tion. The Hebron Assessor’s office will accept 
applications through May 15. 

The maximum income limits set for the 
Oct. 1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, 
$46,300; Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 
federal income tax return with supporting 
documents (if filed), including a 1099 Social 

Security statement, must be presented at time 
of application. Social Security disabled ap-
plicants must also present proof of disability 
dated within three years of application. If no 
tax return is filed, all taxable and non-taxable 
income statements must be presented at time 
of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by 
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-
5971 ext. 126.
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Kenn Morr Band to Perform at Arts Center
The Kenn Morr Band (kennmorr.com/home) 

will perform at the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café 
hosted by the Marlborough Arts Center, 231 
North Main St., on Feb. 27 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Kenn Morr Band is touring in support of 
its latest release, Still Shining. Recorded at Sandy 
Brook Studios in Colebrook, the album features 
eleven new songs penned by Morr highlighted 
by the cohesive playing of the Kenn Morr Band.

In addition to Morr, the band features violin 
virtuoso and multi-instrumentalist Tom Hagy-
masi, Berklee College of Music grad Pat Ryan 
on bass, and drummer Tido (T-Bone) Holt-
kamp. Known for its three-part vocal harmo-

nies and instrumental interplay, the group has 
been together for many years. 

Admission to this program is free, subsidized 
by a grant from the Marlborough Greater To-
gether Community Fund of the Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins 
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. 
Other non-alcoholic beverages will be available. 
There is on-site parking, and the Marlborough 
Arts Center is handicapped accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call 860-467-6353.

Pre-Kindergarten Screening Information
All public school systems in Connecticut are 

responsible for the identification of children 
who may be eligible to receive special education 
services. The Early Childhood team at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School is accepting applica-
tions for current resident children interested in 
its PreK screening for the 2026-27 school year.

If you are interested in your child participat-
ing in this process, eligible children must be at 
least 3 or 4 years old by Sept. 1, and parents/
guardians must complete and return a ques-

tionnaire no later than Friday, March 6. An in-
person screening is planned for Friday, March 
20. Please note that children identified as kin-
dergarten eligible (those turning 5 by Sept. 1) 
are not eligible for the PreK program for the up-
coming school year.

Please contact Joanne Andrews at 860-295-
6236 or jandrews@marlborough.k12.ct.us if you 
would like to receive a screening questionnaire 
or have any questions regarding the program.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

Feb. 22 is the first Sunday in Lent with the 
service led by Seaver. After worship all are in-
vited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. A 
luncheon for Florence Lord Housing residents 
is held monthly. The next church-sponsored 
Drive Thru Café, for Marlborough Food Bank 
clients and their families with tickets, will be 

March 29. First-quarter mission-giving will go 
to Marlborough Food Bank.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by 
certified instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fri-
days at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. 
The community is welcome. The weekly drop-in 
fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop: The shop is 
open Fridays from noon-3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Second Blessings is now 
featuring both winter and spring merchandise. 
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second 
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough CT for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome. Storm closings 
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC, 
ABC). The church does not pass a collection 
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by 
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also 
be made through the church website, or mailed 
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church or 
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org.

Senior Center News & Notes

St. Peter’s News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 
the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

AARP Income Tax Preparation for the 
2025 Year: Certified AARP Tax Preparation 
volunteers will be at the Hebron Senior Center 
to prepare basic federal and state tax returns on 
Tuesdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (first appointment 
at 9 a.m., last appointment at noon) on Tues-
days through March 31. Sign-up required, by 
calling 860-228-1700.

Chatham Health Monthly Educational 
Series: Monday, Feb. 23, 12:15 p.m. Chatham 
Health’s Stephanie Reyes will discuss reading 
food labels. 

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings: Mon-
day, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Public health 
nurse Vicki Han, RN from Chatham Health will 
offer free Blood Pressure screenings and edu-
cating you on how to monitor it at home and 
how to reduce your risks for heart attacks and 
strokes. She will be here at the senior center. No 
registration required. 

Air Fryer Healthy Cooking Demonstra-
tion: Wednesday, Feb. 25, noon. Tammy Scherp 
will cook up a few healthy items that are easy 
to make in your air-fryer; there will be samples. 
It is free, but you must pre-register by Monday, 
Feb. 23. 

Caregiver Support Group: Friday, Feb. 20, 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This group offers a safe place 
to discuss the stresses, challenges and rewards 
of providing care for a loved one. You will also 
learn about resources and ideas to assist you in 
through the process. For more information, call 

Dennis at 860-228-1700 ext. 204.
Men’s “Golden Oldies” Social Activities 

Group: Friday, Feb. 27, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If 
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men, 
contact social worker, Dennis Farrar, MSW at 
860-228-1700, ext. 204 to register - 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is 
required by noon the day before the trip. Call 
860-228-1700. Schedule: Feb. 20, Walmart; Feb. 
27, Big Y; March 6, Stop & Shop. Pick-up times 
decided weekly; please call for the time.

RHAM Bingo – Last One for the School 
Year: March 9, 2:30-4 p.m. The RHAM Nation-
al Honor Society Students come and call the 
games, provide refreshments, and prizes. You 
can play up to 4 cards for free and they play a 
total of 8 games. 

St. Patrick’s Day Concert and Lunch: Thurs-
day, March 19, 11 a.m., featuring St. Patrick’s 
Day Sunshine Singers and a traditional corned 
beef and cabbage lunch. The Sunshine   Sing-
ers will perform from 11 a.m.-noon and lunch 
will be at 12:15 p.m. Cost for lunch is $5, but the 
concert is free.  You must pre-register for lunch 
by Thursday, March 12, at noon. 

Bus Trip to Windham Tech’s Uncommon 
Kitchen for Lunch: Wednesday, March 25. 
Leave at 10:15 a.m., and return approximately 
12:45 p.m. Cost is $17 and must be received by 
Wednesday, March 18. Lunch is prepared by the 
culinary students. Menu includes warm rolls 
and butter, fire-roasted tomato soup, and your 
choice of entrée (roast turkey & dumplings, 
stuffed peppers, or a chicken Ceasar salad) – de-
tailed description available at the senior center 
– and choice of dessert (cherries jubilee cheese-
cake or pineapple upside-down cake). The cost 
is $20 per person which includes transportation.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: Meets Mondays at 11:30 a.m. in 
Phelps Hall.  All are welcome to read and ex-
plore Stephanie Spellers’ book Church Tomor-
row?  For more information contact the church 
office at 860-228-3244.

Soup for the Body, Soul and Spirit will be 
held on Wednesdays during Lent beginning 

Feb. 25. This includes the Love and Kindness 
Mindful Meditation (4:30-5 p.m.) led by Caris-
sa Johnson. Following this, at 5 p.m., a guided 
observance of the 14 Stations of the Cross will 
be led by JoAnn Osmond.  A Soup and Bread 
Supper will be served in the parish hall begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. and concluding by 6:15 p.m. 
For questions or to participate, contact the 
church office at 860-228-3244.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at 
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir: 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: 
Building and Grounds, Community Events 
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and 
Vestry.

Call for Local Artists Business Owners! 
The Town Center Project Committee has 

announced an open call for local artists, craft-
ers, makers and small businesses to participate 
in Hebron’s Own Expo, a featured attraction at 
the upcoming 2026 Hebron Maple Festival.

This year, the Douglas Library will fea-
ture an indoor marketplace showcasing the 
works of local residents. The Expo will offer 
participants an opportunity to connect with 
hundreds of festival attendees and share their 

work.
Hebron residents will receive priority con-

sideration, and space is limited. Interested 
participants are encouraged to reach out as 
soon as possible.

To apply, email hebronsownexpo@gmail.
com or text 860-368-9125.

For more information about the 2026 He-
bron Maple Festival, visit thetowncenterpro-
ject.org.

Gilead Hill Kindergarten Registration 
Gilead Hill School is registering eligible kin-

dergarten students for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians of children who will be 

5 years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, and 
are planning to have their child attend public 
school in Hebron, are asked to log into www.he-
bron.k12.ct.us. by Friday, Feb. 27, to begin the 
registration process. From the “Quick Links” 
portion of the page, click “Registration” and 
complete the pre-registration form.  A link will 
then be sent to you to complete registration.  

You will be required to upload your child’s 
birth certificate and two proofs of address. One 

must be a mortgage document, lease/rental 
agreement or property tax statement, and the 
other must be a cable bill, utility bill or Internet 
bill. You will also be required to upload a copy 
of your child’s medical form, including their 
physical and immunizations prior to the start of 
kindergarten. 

Call the Gilead Hill office at 860-228-9458 
with any questions. 

Students currently enrolled in the preschool 
program do not need to register for kindergar-
ten as this process happens automatically.

Preschool Lottery Applications
The Hebron Early Childhood Center at Gil-

ead Hill School is now accepting applications 
for eligible preschool students for the 2026–27 
school year. 

Parents/guardians of children who will be 3 
or 4 years old by Sept. 1, 2026, and who wish to 
enter Hebron’s preschool lottery, should submit 
an application by Monday, March 9, at 3 p.m. 
The application can be downloaded from www.
hebron.k12.ct.us. From the “Quick Links” por-
tion of the page, click on “Preschool Program” 
and then “Preschool Lottery.”

The Hebron Early Childhood Center receives 
funding through the Early Start Grant, which 
provides reduced tuition rates based on house-
hold income.

Completed lottery applications must be re-
turned to the Gilead Hill School office by Mon-
day, March 9, at 3 p.m. Please include two forms 
of residency with your application. 

The lottery drawing will take place on Thurs-
day, April 2, at 11 a.m., at Gilead Hill School. 
Applicants will be notified of their acceptance 
or waitlist status by phone.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Shots for Tots: Saturdays, Feb. 21, 28, 10-
10:45 a.m. This is a developmentally appropriate 
introductory basketball program for children 
ages 3-4 years old. The program is parent-assist-
ed. T-shirt included. 

Hatha Yoga – Session II: Tuesdays, Feb. 
24-March 31, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill 
School. Newcomers and seasoned practitioners 
welcome. Session III will be April 21-June 2.

2026 Hebron Maple Festival Sap Run 5K: 
Saturday, March 21. Fee is $30. Register by Mon-
day, Feb. 16, and receive a race T-shirt. Register 
online at runsignup.com/saprun5k.

Girls on the Run: For girls in grades 3-6. 
Mondays and Wednesdays, March 2-May 6, 
3:30-4:45 p.m., at Hebron Elementary School. 
Girls on the Run is designed to build confi-

dence/self-esteem, develop life skills, promote 
physical fitness, foster personal relationships, 
and cultivate joy.

Adult Drop-In Pickleball: Four nights of 
pickleball play divided between competitive 
play, recreational play, and a combined recre-
ational and competitive night. Season spans 
from March 9 through June 4 at Hebron El-
ementary School. Pre-registration required.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, April 
25, 10-11:30 a.m., at Gilead Hill School, for ages 
8-11. This interactive course covers safety con-
cerns parents have when their children are by 
themselves. Each student will receive a work-
book that covers house key safety, indoor and 
outdoor (including kitchen) safety, gun safety, 
fires and gas leaks, first aid kit essentials and 
phone, door, and internet safety. 

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Vendors Sought for Craft Fair
Calling all vendors!
Hebron’s Maple Festival is almost here, and as 

part of the celebration, Gilead Congregational 
Church will host its annual Maplefest Craft Fair 
on Saturday, March 21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall at 672 Gilead St.

Organizers are currently welcoming vendor 
applications. If you create handmade items such 
as hats, scarves, jewelry, home décor, greeting 
cards, trinkets, wood carvings, specialty foods, 
soaps, skincare products, glassware – or if you’re 

a photographer or artist of any kind – we have 
space for you.

Spaces are filling quickly, so if interested in 
reserving a vending spot, please contact the 
Church Office as soon as possible by phone 
at 860-228-3077 or by email at GCC@Gilead-
Church.net.

Also, keep an eye out around Hebron – if you 
spot one of the Maplefest Craft Fair flyers “in 
the wild,” be sure to grab a pull tab and redeem 
it at the fair for a free raffle ticket.
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4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled 
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Youth Programs: Kids & Family Sewing 
(Reusable Bunny Bag Shaped Gift Bag): For 
ages 7 and up. Thursday, March 5, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Participants will 
create a bunny shaped gift bag. Registration fee 
is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Tuesday, 
March 17, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Registration 

fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.
Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-

ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is 
$5 per week. Session runs until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until the end of April.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Shopping Trips: On the first Monday 
of the month, the bus will go to North Wind-
ham Walmart. Depart the senior center at 1:30 
p.m. and return at 4 p.m. You will have 90 min-
utes to shop. Call to reserve.

Learn Mahjongg: In collaboration with East 
Hampton Senior Center. Lessons are Thursdays 
through Feb. 26, in East Hampton. Fee is $5. 
Transportation provided.

AARP Tax Prep: All appointments are filled; 
waitlist only.

Birthday Club: January and February birth-
days will be celebrated with cake on Tuesday, 
Feb. 24, from 1-2 p.m. Open to all friends and 
family. It does not have to be your birthday 
month to celebrate, but if it is, please RSVP.

Blood Drive: Thursday, Feb. 25 For more 
information or to make an appointment to do-
nate, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 
or sign up online at redcrossblood.org with 
sponsor code “Marlborough.”

What I Need to Know About My Electric 
Choices: Thursday, Feb. 26. AARP will share 
instructions on how to compare and shop for 
cheaper electric rates and review your Ever-
source bill. If you qualify for the Eversource 
low-income discount rate, it can be added to 
your account on this day. Please note you are 
interested when you RSVP.

Living Your Best Life: Friday, Feb. 27, 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Middlesex Hospital will be 
sharing healthy tips to live your best life.

Intergenerational Multicultural Pilot Club: 
The center is looking for 5-6 seniors who would 
like to share their culture, via cuisine, souvenirs 
and items, with youth from Marlborough El-

ementary School. Program to start in April.
Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-

ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. Be-
ginning March 1, transportation services will 
only be available Monday and Tuesdays until 
further notice. The senior center said it antici-
pates hiring a second driver, at which time ser-
vices will resume and be expanded.

Trip: Lancaster, Pa.: April 22-24. Visit Sight 
& Sound for its production of Joshua, visit the 
Amish country and enjoy an authentic Amish 
dinner, and tour of Seltzer’s Smokehouse. Trip 
open to all ages 18 and up. Cost is $699/person 
double/triple, and $849/person single. Deposit 
of $150 needed. Last payment is due March 4.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.

Vacancies on Town Boards, Commissions
The Town of Marlborough is seeking resi-

dents to serve on various town agencies. The fol-
lowing commissions have alternate vacancies: 
Economic Development, Lake Advisory, Water 
Pollution Control Authority, Nature Trails and 
Sidewalks, and the Commission on Aging.

All residents of Marlborough who are regis-
tered to vote are eligible. Interested candidates 
should go to the town website and search ‘Va-
cancies’ in the search bar , then click on Vacan-
cies - Marlborough, CT and then click ‘Applica-

tion for Appointment to Boards, Commissions 
or Committee’ for the most recent application.

The closing date on applications for vacancies 
is 30 days from the first date that the vacancy 
is posted in the newspaper – which in this case 
was Feb. 6.

Applications can be dropped off at the Town 
Hall in the Town Clerk’s office, or you can mail 
them to: Marlborough Town Hall, Town Man-
ager’s Office, P.O. Box 29, Marlborough, CT 
06447.

Girl Scout Sunday
Marlborough Congregational Church will 

hold its first Girl Scout Sunday on Sunday, 
March 15, at 10 a.m., at the church, 35 S. Main 
St.

This will be a Celebrate Faith event. All Girl 
Scouts and their families are invited to attend. 

Upcoming Classes at Marlborough Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., will offer a variety of classes in late 
February, March, and April to help break up the 
winter blues. 

The last day of February (Feb. 28), a Saturday 
workshop is being offered on how to decorate 
Ukrainian eggs. In March, there will be a variety 
of six-week workshops starting up for beginner 
to advanced watercolor enthusiasts. And if you 
only have a Saturday available, there is an Intro 
to Watercolor and an Intermediate Watercolor 
workshop, each three hours, on March 28; one 
will be in the morning and the other in the af-
ternoon. 

If you want to try a different medium, expres-
sive Landscapes in Acrylic is for all levels and is 

being held on Sunday afternoon, April 26. And 
for those more interested in working with pen, 
pencil, and ink in mixed media, check out the 
classes in the Zentangle club. You can attend 
any session and learn an abstract, relaxing art 
form that doesn’t take much time and requires 
minimal supplies. The instructor, Laura Marks, 
is active in the Art for Healing program at Hart-
ford Hospital.

For more information, go to marlborougharts.
org. Click on the menu link on the upper right-
hand corner of the home page and then click on 
Classes and then Current Offerings.

Online registration is preferred, but mail-in 
is also possible. For more information on that, 
call 860-467-6353.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price, see our cars on our website below!

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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Braces Made Me Smile!

L. Turkington

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Lenten Worship, Sacraments, Scripture 
Study & Stations of the Cross: Lenten Recon-
ciliation: Mondays during Lent through March 
23, 5-6 p.m. Scripture Study is Tuesdays dur-
ing Lent through March 24, following morning 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross are held 
every Friday during Lent through March 27, be-
ginning at 7 p.m.; a simple soup supper is served 
prior beginning at 6 p.m. in the church hall. All 
are welcome.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 

p.m., or by appointment.
Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan, 

Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. For more information, access the 
church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting 
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls are 
distributed during Lent and collected with your 
monetary contribution the week after Easter. 
Food drives are held weekly for the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping 
lists are available at the Masses. Sandwich-mak-
ing and collection continues the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

Community Fund Awards Grants to Local Nonprofits
The Marlborough Community Fund at the 

Greater Hartford Gives Foundation (formerly 
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving) has 
awarded grants to 14 nonprofit organizations 
serving Marlborough residents. The grants 
were:

• AHM Youth and Family Services – $2,000 
for RHAM Project Graduation;

• Marlborough Arts Center – $8,250 to pro-
vide funding for the 4th Fridays Series

• Hartford County 4H Camp – $1,240 for life-
saving equipment; 

• Marlborough Preservation Society – $4,100 
for a cemetery plaque with the names of early 
Black residents buried there;

• Marlborough Richmond Library – $6,000 to 
pay for adult programming;

• Pettengill Ambulance Association – $3,650 
to buy a scoop stretcher, oxygen tanks, and con-
tinuing education classes;

• Marlborough Lions Club – $5,000 to help 
purchase a Kidsight Camera;

• Marlborough Senior Center – $5,858 for 

new chairs;
• RHAM Youth Soccer Club – $1,750 to buy 

pop-up tents for games and events;
• Coalition on Diversity & Equity, Inc – 

$3,000 for two multicultural performances at 
the elementary school;

• RHAM Youth Baseball -- $3,025 for an 
ADA-compliant bleacher;

• HAMR Softball Inc – $5,000 to pay for part 
of a West Road field scoreboard;

• Junior Achievement of SW New England - 
$1,146 for JA specialty programs, staffing, and 
overhead;

• Marlborough Cooperative Nursery School - 
$2,000 for a new sandbox and sand.

This is an ongoing program and there will be 
many more opportunities for grants. The Marl-
borough Community Fund Committee is look-
ing for new members.  If you would like more 
information on either grants or committee 
membership, contact the Marlborough Com-
munity Fund Committee at Marlborough@
GreaterHartfordGivesCF.org.

Vacancies on the MES Building Committee
The Marlborough Board of Selectmen is 

seeking volunteers to serve on the Marlbor-
ough Elementary School Building Commit-
tee. 

Assisted by an architect and other consult-
ing engineers, MESBC members are respon-
sible for preparing an estimate of the total 
project cost, a schedule, and plan documents 
for the major alteration project designated 
by the Board of Education. The MESBC will 

prepare an RFP for an Owner’s Project Man-
agement firm to help prepare for a town refer-
endum and manage the scope, schedule, and 
budget through completion. 

Experience in the construction industry or 
trades is helpful and appreciated. 

Questions can be directed to Town Manag-
er David Porter at dporter@marlboroughct.
gov. Applications are available on www.marl-
boroughct.gov or in the town clerk’s office.

American Legion
Setback Tournament

There will be a Setback Tournament Friday, 
Feb. 20, at the American Legion Post 197, 128 
East Hampton Rd. 

Registration is at 6 p.m., and the games start 
at 6:30 p.m. This is a Round Robin-style tourna-
ment, and prizes will be awarded for first, sec-
ond and third place. There will also be raffles 
and a 50/50 raffle. (All proceeds go to the ladies 
auxiliary.)

For more information, call Sharon at 860-
805-6917.  

ECHS Honor Roll
The following Marlborough  residents made 

the East Catholic High School Honor Roll for 
the second quarter of the 2025-26 school year:

First Honors: Benjamin O’Brien, Grade Nine; 
Alezander O’Brien, Grade 10. 

Honors with Distinction: Kalli Bevans, Grade 
11; Kamden Bevans, Grade 12; Lucy DeCorleto, 
Grade 12. 

Ray’s Rebels bowler Delaney Jordan (center) has qualified for the 2026 Junior Gold 
Championships! She’s pictured with coaches Coco Patton and Becky Godwin. 

Bowler Qualifies for Championships
Ray’s Rebels bowler Delaney Jordan, daugh-

ter of Dan and Melissa Jordan from Marlbor-
ough, has qualified for the 2026 Junior Gold 
Championships.

Delaney participated in the CT River Travel 
Tournament on Feb. 15, with 18. Only the top 
bowlers moved on to the 2026 Junior Gold 
Championships, which will be held in Minne-

apolis, Minn., in July. She has already contacted 
her grandfather and it has been confirmed that 
he will be her ball caddy for the trip to Minne-
apolis. 

Delaney will be representing the Ray’s Reb-
els, who bowl out of Kickback n Bowl in East 
Hampton.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

It’s Prom Night!… Here are some additional photos from the “Senior Prom” held at 
Colebrook Village in Hebron last Friday. The event brought RHAM middle and high 
school students together with Colebrook residents for an evening of music, dancing 
and conversation.
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?
Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 

Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Ready for Some Football – in Florida!!... Kitch and Ed Czernicki of Portland are 
shown here in Florida, for the Citrus Bowl in Daytona Beach!

The Happiest Place on Earth… The Knowlton family, from Portland, brought along 
the Rivereast on a recent trip to Disneyland. 

The Paper Goes to Paris… For Moodus resident Nora Myers, 2026 is a year to go 
and do things – so she brought along her favorite local paper on her trip to Paris! 

South of the Border, Down Mexico Way… The Willard family of Andover recently 
went to Paradisus Resort in Playa del Carmen, Mexico – and they made sure to bring 
the Rivereast with them! 
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Obituaries
Portland

Henryka R. Michalewski
Henryka R. Michalews-

ki, 81, of Portland, entered 
eternal rest on the morn-
ing of Thursday, Feb. 5. 
Born in a farmhouse with 
a straw-thatched roof on 
July 14, 1944 to Francisz-
ka and Boleslaw Musial, in 
the tiny village of Krepa in 
southern Poland, she was 
the oldest of five siblings. 

Following the war, her 
family moved to the Nowa Huta section of Kra-
kow, Poland, where she finished high school 
before immigrating to the United States as a 
teenager in the early 1960s. She settled in New 
Britain, working various jobs before ultimately 
embarking on a 30-plus year career as an assem-
bler and parts inspector at Corbin & Russwin in 
Berlin, where she would ultimately retire. 

A single mother, she sacrificed tirelessly for 
the benefit of her son and only child. She lived 
a quiet, unassuming life, cultivating the Ameri-
can dream for the next generation by living the 
example of hard work and dedication to family. 
She moved to Portland in 2019 to live with her 
son and her grandsons as her health declined.

Henryka is survived by her son and only 
child, Tomasz Michalewski, his wife Emily, 
grandsons Mateo and Lucas Michalewski, as 
well as Joseph and Thomas May, all of Portland. 
She is also survived by her brother, Hieronim 
Musial, of Krakow, Poland, in addition to mul-
tiple nieces and nephews.

Henryka is predeceased by her younger sis-
ter, Boleslawa, and by two younger brothers, 
Tadeusz and Wieslaw. Funeral services will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 21, at 11 a.m., at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Portland, with burial at a 
future date.

In her native Polish, the language she taught 
me and the language we share in our hearts, 
“Kocham cie, mama. Do zobaczenia.” I love you, 
Mom. Until we meet again.

East Haddam
James Edward Dowd Jr.

James Edward Dowd Jr., 
of East Haddam, formerly 
of Wallingford, passed 
away Monday, Feb. 16. He 
was 84 years old. James 
was born July 31, 1941, in 
New Haven. He was a son 
of the late James and Beryl 
(Bowman) Dowd Sr. He 
married his beloved wife, 
Shirley Cari on August 3, 
1963. The couple settled in 
Wallingford where they made their home and 
raised their family. 

James served with the Wallingford Volun-
teer Fire Department for several years. In 1997, 
they moved to their retirement home in East 
Haddam. He was a 4th Degree Knight with the 
Spellman Council, Knights of Columbus and a 
parishioner of St. Andrew Church in Colchester. 
James retired several years ago after a long and 
successful career for over 60 years as a member 
of the Plumbers and Pipe Fitters Union, Local 
777. He was a lifetime member of the Fin, Fur 
and Feather Club, and throughout his life, he 
loved the outdoors and enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, and later, watching UConn basketball. Most 
importantly, his fondest memories were made 
by spending time with his family. 

James will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by all who knew him, especially 
his wife of 63 years, Shirley; his children and 
their spouses, James E. Dowd III of Colchester, 
Andrew Dowd (Christine Wright-Dowd) of 
Lebanon, Daniel (Emily) Dowd of Jeffersonton, 
Va; a sister, Jacqueline Williams of Sandsprings, 
Okla.; nine grandchildren, Christopher, Daniel, 
Timothy, Hannah, Tyler, Shannon and Saman-
tha Dowd, Tyler Swift, Benjamin Ruggiero; five 
great grandchildren; and numerous extended 
family members and friends. In addition to his 
parents, he was predeceased by a son, Kevin 
Dowd; a grandson, James Dowd IV; and sib-
lings, Thomas, William and Marilyn. 

Funeral services will be held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester, beginning with calling hours 
on Sunday, Feb. 22, from 1-3 p.m. The funeral 
Mass will be celebrated Monday, Feb. 23, at 11 
a.m., directly at St. Andrew Church, 128 Nor-
wich Ave., Colchester. Burial will be private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory 
may be made to “COPD Foundation/ learn 
more, take action and breathe better” at www.
copdfoundation.org.

For online condolences or to share a story of 
James, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com

Colchester
Aurora B. Nestor

Aurora B. Nestor, of Col-
chester, passed away Sat-
urday, Feb. 7, surrounded 
by her loving family, suc-
cumbing to complications 
from her third battle with 
cancer. She had recently 
celebrated her 70th birth-
day. She was born in Zam-
boanga City in the Philip-
pines on Dec. 24, 1955, to 
the late Prospero and Cecilia Benito.

Aurora met Philip Nestor Jr., a deep-sea diver 
with the U.S. Navy, in 1981 while he was sta-
tioned in the Philippines. Like the characters 
from the Sleeping Beauty fairy tale, Philip and 
Aurora had a love that other people envied. They 
married Feb. 19, 1983, and lived in the Philip-
pines until December 1984, then they moved 
to the United States. They raised their four chil-
dren in a home full of love and laughter. Aurora 
worked at Stop & Shop in Colchester after her 
first battle with cancer for 20 years, where she 
enjoyed interacting with the customers.

Aurora lived by the motto of ‘never lie, cheat 
or steal,’ which she learned from her father. She 
was stubborn but fair. She was resilient and ex-
emplifies hard work, dedication, and love. She 
raised her children to work hard and to strive 
for what you believe in. She had a strong rela-
tionship with God and helped foster that same 
relationship in her children. In her spare time, 
she enjoyed gardening and would stay outside 
all day if she could. Each spring, she would me-
ticulously clean the aphids off each of her rose 
bushes. Her favorite rose was always the Mister 
Lincoln. She had a unique sense of humor and 
her love of cooking was shared by her children 
and grandchildren. 

Aurora was a Tetris and Dr. Mario master, 
and an aficionado of 3D puzzles. She loved the 
snow and could be found playing in it with her 
family, sledding and making snow angels. She 
was always singing, especially when she was in 
a good mood.

She will be deeply missed but always re-
membered with love by her husband Philip 
of Colchester; her children and their spouses, 
Ann Benito (Anthony Rowlette), Jaclyn Smith, 
Stephanie (Eric) Green, Carl (Déborah) Nestor, 
and Andre Krausz; her grandchildren, Allison, 
Oskar, Ophelia, Lara, Ayla, Aaron, Tyric, Hollis, 
and Marsellus; her great-grandchildren, Sophi-
ya, Nyahja, Amari, and Lenox; and numerous 
extended family members and friends.

Aurora was more than a wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great-grandmother. She is the epit-
ome of a heroine, never allowing her struggles 
to slow her down, and an inspiration to be re-
lentless and to always follow one’s dreams. 

“Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is 
a trail of beautiful memories.” – Ronald Reagan

A visitation will be held Saturday, Feb. 28, from 
1-3 p.m., with a memorial service beginning at 3 
p.m., at the Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
the cancer research center of your choice. 

For online condolences or to share a memory 
of Aurora, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

East Hampton
William Preston Avery

William Preston Av-
ery, “Bill,” 40, died un-
expectedly at his home 
in Belgrade, Maine, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11. He 
was born in Middletown 
July 9, 1985, to Brian and 
Ronda (Pelotte) Avery 
of Belgrade, Maine. Bill 
graduated from the auto-
body technician program 
at Vinal Technical High 
School in Middletown.

Bill was a true patriot. He was a man of many 
interests and talents. He loved the field of secu-
rity, service and protection. He was employed 
by Paragon/Ameritas for the past two years as 
a DHS Security Officer at the Muskie Center in 
Augusta and Brinks prior to that. He recently 
had been serving as a proud member of Bel-
grade Fire and Rescue since 2022, a duty he 
took very seriously and loved wholeheartedly. 
He served as a volunteer from the age of 14, 
starting in the East Hampton Fire Department 
in Connecticut where his father and uncle, 
grandfathers and sisters also served. He moved 
to Haddam Neck Fire Department in Connecti-
cut and served several years there. 

Bill was a member of Capital City Gun Club in 
Augusta, a favorite place to train and have fun. 
He was an extremely knowledgeable marksman 
and would share the knowledge with anyone 
that would seek it. Bill was an avid hunter and 
bow instructor for the state of Connecticut. He 
loved the outdoors and fostered in his children 
self-sufficiency by hunting and fishing and tak-
ing care of the land.

He loved his heritage and was declared a war-
rior at a young age. His native name, given by 
his grandparents, was Little Bear. He would 
work security and held the position of fire keep-
er at Pow Wows from a young age. He enjoyed 
attending men’s council in Northern Maine 
with his Pepe. He and his sister were flown to 
Alaska with his Pepe by the governor of Alaska 
to attend their first Pow Wow which his Pepe 
helped to organize.

Bill had a deep love for his family, and he 
never met a stranger. Bill received commenda-
tions and awards, most recently from Paragon 
for helping a woman who was having a medical 
emergency at the Muskie Center. He received 
recognition this year from his fire company for 
being Top Responder (most calls responded to). 
He put his heart and soul into keeping people 
safe and secure.

Bill loved to laugh and was always waiting for 
the next opportunity to crack a joke or pull a 
prank. He had the ability to put people at ease 
in any situation and was always a professional.

Bill had an amazing love for his family; his 
wife and children were his entire world. He was 
a big kid at heart and loved being involved in 
his children’s activities, making sure other kids 
were welcomed. Bill loved to be involved in any-
thing that involved others. He was very proud to 
be a part of the security detail at his church on 
Sundays and any other time they needed him.

He is predeceased by his brother, Norman 
James Avery – 12/21/1993.

He is survived by his parents, Brian and Ron-
da ( Pelotte) Avery; his wife and true love, ‘’the 
one” Diana (Lavoie) Avery; his children, Spirit 
Avery 15, Aurora Avery 7, Matthew Avery; his 
sisters, Brandi Rodriguez of East Hampton, 
Caitlin Avery of Middletown; his brother-in-
law and sister-in-law, Steve and Kathy Lavoie 
of Colorado; nieces, Angel and Cheyenne Ro-
driguez; nephews, Robert Roderiguez and Milo 
Lavoie; aunts and uncles, George and Tammi 
Avery of Franklin, James Pelotte and Kim Da-
vis of East Hampton; grandfather, George Avery 
Jr. of Willimantic; grandmothers, Lynn Avery 

Colchester
Monica C. Decker

Monica C. Decker, 94, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Feb. 15, at Sara-
toga Hospital in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., after a long 
journey with Alzheimer’s 
disease. She was born May 
28, 1931, in Amsterdam, 
N.Y., and was the daugh-
ter of the late Joseph and 
Mary (Silka) Tokarowski. 
She was a graduate of Wilbur H. Lynch High 
School. She grew up as the youngest of six chil-
dren and those siblings were a cherished part 
of her life, from childhood until each of their 
passings.

Monica, “Meesh,” married the love of her life, 
Donald Decker, on Nov. 26, 1955. They moved 
to Rotterdam very early in their life together, 
and spent the last 50 years of their life in the 
home they built in 1967. Together, they spent a 
life filled with devotion, partnership, and shared 
experiences. She was his steadfast support and 
trusted partner, managing the day-to-day affairs 
of their home while he worked in the public eye 
as a respected newscaster.

A devoted mother, grandmother (Mimi), and 
great-grandmother, Monica lovingly raised her 
children and cherished the time she spent baby-
sitting and nurturing her grandchildren as they 
grew up.

Monica enjoyed traveling to the beach for 
family vacations, casinos, and any sporting 
event in which her children, and later grand-
children, participated. She and Don were avid 
Yankee fans, and her shopping trips with her 
sisters were a mainstay in her earlier days! She 
found peace and fulfilment in gardening and 
took great pride in her yard and home.

A woman of deep faith, Monica was a life-
long and active communicant of St. Gabriel’s 
Church, in Rotterdam.

She is the beloved wife of the late Donald 
Decker; dear mother of Deborah (Dean) Pearce 
and Mark (Jamie Roach-Decker) Decker; cher-
ished grandmother of Kyle (Brianna) Pearce, 
Craig (Emily) Pearce, Corey (Chandler) Pearce, 
Emily (Steven) Rumfelt, Ryan (Meaghan) Deck-
er, Patrick (Emily) Decker, and Colby (Anna) 
Decker; sweet great-grandmother of Ava, Don-
ovan, Milo, Leo, Sebastian, Baxter, Boden and 
Indiana; sister of the late John Tokarowski, Hel-
en Kris, Millie Januszewski, Stanley Tokarowski, 
and Frank Tokarowski; sister-in-law of Cath-
erine Brown; aunt of special niece Elizabeth 
(Donald) Kline. She is survived by several other 
nieces, nephews and dear family members.

Monica is also survived by her “family” of 
caregivers at the Home of the Good Shepherd 
in Saratoga Springs. Her family will forever be 
grateful for the day-to-day love and care pro-
vided her, making it her final “home” for over 
nine years.

Relatives and friends are invited and may 
call on Saturday, Feb. 21, from 9-10:30 a.m., at 
the Church of the Immaculate Conception, 400 
Saratoga Rd., Glenville, N.Y. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will follow at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made “in honor of Monica Decker” 
to Home of the Good Shepherd, 390 Church 
Street, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.

With confidence, the family has placed their 
trust in the loving care of the Townley & Wheel-
er Funeral Home, 21 Midline Rd., Ballston 
Lake, N.Y., and they encourage you to view and 
leave messages on Monica’s Book of Memories 
at www.TownleyWheelerFH.com.

Portland
Frank Rustek

Frank Rustek, 67, of Middletown (formerly of 
Portland), passed away peacefully, surrounded 
by his family on Wednesday, Feb. 11, after a cou-
rageous battle with cancer. He was the son of the 
late Frank and Dorothy (Dottie) Rustek.

Frank’s greatest joy in life was spending time 
with his three grandchildren, as well as cooking 
and talking about sports.

Frank is survived by his wife, Cindy; his 
daughter, Becky and son-in-law, Mariusz; 
grandchildren, Olivia, Oliver and Chloe; sister, 
Marsha Sienna; as well as several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. He was predeceased by his 
brother, Jeffrey.

In lieu of a service, the family asks that you 
spend quality time with your loved ones, as this 
is what Frank would have wanted.

Peszynski and Ruth Pelotte, both of East Hamp-
ton; several cousins, close friends and in-laws. 

Calling hours will take place at Veilleux Fu-
neral Home, 8 Elm St., Waterville, Maine, on 
Friday, Feb. 20, from 6-8 p.m. Services and a 
Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, Feb. 
21, at 1 p.m., at Faith Evangelical Church on 
Kennedy Memorial Drive in Waterville, Maine.

Services are under the care of Veilleux-Red-
ington-Lawry Brothers, 8 Elm St., Waterville. 
An online guestbook may be signed and memo-
ries shared at www.vrlfuneralhome.com.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Obituaries

Portland
Allan B. Goodrich

Allan B. Goodrich of 
West Newton, Mass., 
passed away Sunday, Feb. 
8. He was born April 30,
1943, in Middletown,
youngest son of Frederick
W. Goodrich II and Flor-
ence (Wilson) Goodrich.
He grew up on his family
farm in Portland, which
grew the popular Con-
necticut shade tobacco.

He graduated from Portland High School in 
1961 and graduated with a B.A. degree in his-
tory from Washington & Jefferson College in 
Washington, Pa., in 1965, while subsequently 
receiving a senior history award. After gradu-
ating with an M.A. degree in history from the 
University of Massachusetts in Amherst in 
1967, he joined the National Archives in 1969 
and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum in 1970.

He began as the library’s first audiovisual ar-
chivist, responsible for creating the first-ever 
subzero temperature storage unit for photos 
and documents. He documented the construc-
tion of the present John F. Kennedy Library and 
Museum in Columbia Point, Dorchester (Bos-
ton), from methane emitting landfill to its pres-
ent form. He helped acquire the historic Josiah 
Hawes glass negatives of Old Boston. He was the 
unofficial photographer of seminal events that 
took place at the library. He became Chief Ar-
chivist of the Library in 2003 and received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Archivist 
of the United States in 2008 for his 40-plus years 
of distinguished service. He was a trusted advisor 
to the curator and directors of the library, and a 
respected colleague and mentor to the staff.

After retiring in 2009, he enjoyed his cats, 
his summer home in Snug Harbor, R.I., main-
taining two gardens, reading, doing crossword 
puzzles, and organizing the Goodrich family 
archive for the Portland Historical Society. He 
was also a 60-year member of the Warren Lodge 
#51, AF&AM, of Portland.

He leaves his wife of 56 years, Maria Teresa; 
sons, Frederick III, Peter (and daughter-in-law 
Alice), and Allan Jr.; grandchildren, Michael 
and Eleanor; his brother, Donald (and sister-in-
law Barbara); and niece, Lindsay. 

He was predeceased by his parents and broth-
er Frederick Rossiter.

His family thanks the Adult Leukemia Unit at 
the Dana Farber Cancer Institute and the physi-
cians and staff at Brigham & Women’s Hospital 
for their care and support of Allan.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
The Portland Historical Society would wel-

come support on his behalf. 

Lebanon
Jon Lyman Slate

Jon Lyman Slate, 81, of 
Lebanon, passed away at 
home Saturday, Feb. 7. Jon 
was born in Middletown 
on Jan. 15, 1945, to Alton 
Kingsley Slate and Esther 
“Susie” Atwell Slate, the 
first of three boys. He 
grew up in Lebanon on 
the family farm and at-
tended Lebanon schools, 
graduating from Lyman 
Memorial High School in 1963. He then went 
on to attend Delaware Valley College. Following 
graduation, Jon worked at Krauseland Farm in 
Lebanon until 1971, and worked for the USDA 
until his retirement. 

Jon married Susan Meyers in 1969 and they 
had two children, Kimberly Jo and Jason Louis. 
He later married Donna Durand Guilbeault. Jon 
devoted his life to the Slate homestead and farm, 
which has been in the family for 10 generations. 
Anything Jon could do himself he did – whether 
it was making improvements inside the home or 
removing multiflora rose bushes from the fields. 
One of Jon’s favorite activities was sitting on the 
long porch and admiring his paradise. In 2011, 
Connecticut Farmland Trust and the Town of 
Lebanon partnered to conserve Jon’s beloved 
farm, ensuring that it will remain as the beautiful 
open space that it is today, just as he admired it.

Jon was predeceased by his parents, his sec-
ond wife, and his brother, Robert Slate. He 
leaves behind his daughter (Michael Shaw); his 
son; his brother & sisters-in-law, Timothy & 
Linda Slate and Kim Latrobe; nieces and their 
spouses Wendy & Jon Berman, Kelley & Chris 
Nakos, and Lindsay & Cyril Green Ill; nephew 
Jesse Slate; grandchildren Cole (Laci) Abell, 
Austin Abell, Stella Shaw, and Tyler Slate; great-
grandchildren Hadley Slate and Everett Abell; 
and great-nephews and nieces Thatcher Ber-
man, Cyril & Rowan Green, and Cody & Kora 
Nakos. He also leaves behind his close friend, 
Rodney Dzialo, and companion Sylvia Webb 
and her daughter, Sylvia Green.

Services will be private and take place at a 
later date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be given in Jon’s name to Connecticut Farmland 
Trust, 77 Buckingham Street, 3rd floor, Hart-
ford, CT 06106.

East Hampton
Donald Robert Roth

Donald Robert Roth 
(Don Roth), 78, of East 
Hampton, died Saturday, 
Feb. 7, surrounded by his 
family. Born Oct. 26, 1947, 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., to Otto 
Robert Roth and Betty 
Ann Bach, Don built a life 
shaped by work ethic, cre-
ativity, and loyalty to fami-
ly. He worked in television 
and video production and 
later in music promotion, living and working in 
Pittsburgh, Detroit, and the Washington, D.C. 
area before settling in Connecticut.

In 1981, he married Joanne. Shortly there-
after they founded Rothchild’s Expressions in 
Glass and grew it into a stained-glass gift manu-
facturing company with national reach, em-
ploying more than 50 people locally at its peak 
and shipping products worldwide. Don took 
pride in building jobs in town and giving people 
a legitimate start. Through a collaboration with 
Catholic Charities, he helped provide employ-
ment for Vietnamese immigrants as they began 
new lives in the United States. Later, Don and 
Joanne also founded Serendippity, Etc., an an-
tiques and gift shop that many in town came to 
know well.

Don was a man of his word: direct, steady, and 
consistent. If he said he would do something, it 
got done. He valued fairness and authenticity, 
and his family was always at the center of his 
life. He believed in people and encouraged them 
to rise to what he knew they were capable of.

He loved animals and never passed a turtle in 
the road without stopping to carry it to safety. 
At home he adored the family’s two pugs, Cor-
nish Rex cats, and four decades of other family 
pets. With Joanne, he built gardens and a back-
yard koi pond where he liked to sit quietly, often 
with a cold Coors Light.

He is survived by his wife, Joanne Roth; his 
twin sons, Eric Roth and Adam Roth; his step-
children, Clem Beyer and his wife Jennifer, and 
Caron Beyer-Csejka and her husband Steve; and 
his grandchildren, Cyle Beyer, Charlize Beyer, 
and Celeste Csejka.

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meet-
ing on Wednesday March 4, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East 
Hampton Town Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via 
ZOOM to consider 
PZC-26-001: Tony Flannery, Flannery Row Subdivision, for a 
three lot Re-subdivision, Map 6/ Block 37/ Lot 1.
PZC-26-002: Ryan Brodeur, 98 Middletown Avenue, Con-
struct 30’ x 50’ Garage in Upland Review Area, Map 12/ Block 
48C/ Lot 4.
The file is available for viewing in the Land Use Office 860 
267-7450.
Ray Zatorski, Chairman

2TB 2/20, 2/27

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the Town 
Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-01-26 – 86 E Hampton Road (Applicant) 
Farm on Carter Hill (Property Owner) 2026 Public Events  
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and writ-
ten testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Department 
at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR 2TB 2/20, 2/27

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its February 12, 2026 meeting, the Hebron Conservation and 
Inland Wetlands Commission took the following action:
Petition 26-03, c/o Logan Thompson, for Richard Zacher, 
162 Paper Mill Road, Marlborough, CT, Notification of Timber 
Harvest at 541 Paper Mill Road – Jurisdictional determination – 
approved, under Section 4.2a. of the Hebron Inland Wetlands 
Regulations as a Non-Regulated Use of Right for a Silvicultural 
operation on a private, PA 490 parcel.
James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland Wetlands 
Commission
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/e67f9cc227961103f3353 
d5e72d984fc5e6bfe08e9e8eb070a00b3b68ac9e2dd 1TB 2/20

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR  MEETING
THURSDAY,  February 26, 2026

6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

Public hearing will be held to consider the following: 
Application 621 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for David 
and Anne Loranger of 6 Blacksmith Hill Road, Middle Haddam, 
to replace failing clapboards and trim with like-for-like wood 
materials, to replace flashing on three sides of the front second 
floor with metal counter flashing, to replace the current door 
knocker with an oil rubbed brass lion door knocker with match-
ing bronze door handle and key set, and to remove the modern 
pergola from the rear of the house.    
Application 621b for a Certificate of Appropriateness for David 
and Anne Loranger of 6 Blacksmith Hill Road, Middle Haddam, 
to repoint their central chimney using existing bricks and to 
install a bluestone chimney cap.
The foregoing application is available for public review at the 
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons 
may be heard and written communications will be received.

1TB 2/20

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission 
The Duly Authorized Agent of the Andover Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Commission APPROVED the following applica-
tion on February 18. 2026:

• Application #IWWC 26-01: Steven Rockefeller, 47 Lakeside 
Dr.  Construction of an 1180 sq. ft. addition on an existing 
single-family home at 47 Lakeside Dr.  Demolition and removal 
of an existing home at 45 Lakeside Dr.  Abandonment of exist-
ing septic systems at 47 and 45 Lakeside Dr.  Construction of 
a new septic system and workshop/garage at 47 Lakeside Dr.

The above decision may be appealed to the Andover Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission pursuant to Section 
12.2 of the Town of Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Regulations, available at www.andoverconnecticut.org.
 Questions: If you have any questions regarding the above 
notice, please contact the Andover Wetlands Agent at 860-742-
7305 x4221 or email wetlands@andoverct.org, or buildingad-
min@andoverct.org 1TB 2/20

 A celebration-of-life gathering will be held in 
the spring. 
   In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations to Protectors of Animals in East 
Hartford.

Hebron
Patricia Helen Nastalczyk

Patricia Helen Nas-
talczyk, of Hebron and 
formerly of Colchester, 
passed away Thursday, 
Feb. 17. She was 85 years 
old. Pat was born April 
4, 1940, in Norwich. She 
was a daughter of the late 
Peter and Rita (Blanch-
ette) Luccas. 

Although Pat retired 
a few years ago, many 
people will remember her for her 42 years as a 
cashier at Tri-Town Foods, followed by 20 years 
at Noel’s Market in Colchester. She will also 
be remembered for her fondness of butterflies 
which she wore on her cashier’s vest. Pat was a 
devout Catholic and communicant of St. An-
drew Church. In her free time, Pat loved playing 
bingo. 

She will be fondly remembered and deeply 
missed by her children, Robyn (Stephen) Wlo-
darczyk of Salem, Lawrence (Janelle) Fedus of 
Montville; her sister, Joyce (Frank) Novajovski; 
her grandchildren, Kyle Wlodarczyk, Gabriella, 
and Colby Fedus; as well as numerous extended 
family members and friends. 

In addition to her parents, she was also pre-
ceded in death by her brother, Gary Lucas.

Funeral services will be held at a later date to 
be announced. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Pat, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.
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PETS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

DENTIST WANTED

RE1-16-26

 COLCHESTER DENTAL GROUP  Seeking a Part-time, 
full-time, or part-time leading to full time. Eventual buy-
in and/or partnership option, for a fee-for-service dental 
office willing to explore all of these possibilities.
For the right person, this is an ideal opportunity. One 
owner AACD accredited dentist practicing full-time, and 
available to mentor as needed. 
Benefits and schedule are negotiable. We are well known as 
the best in the area, and we intend to keep it that way. Our 
incredible staff has always been one of consistency, longevity 
and dedication.
Resumes can be sent to 79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester 
CT 06415 or TheCDG@sbcglobal.net

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
C
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WANTED 
TO BUY

HEAD CUSTODIAN / MAINTAINER
The Marlborough, CT Public School System seeks an experi-
enced Head Custodian/Maintainer to supervise and direct the 
cleaning, maintenance and security of the building, equipment, 
and adjacent grounds. He/she responds to emergency situ-
ations, such as weather impacts, power failure, plumbing, 
heating, and security or vandalism problems. He/she will have 
an assigned area and shift to carry out the essential functions 
of a custodian in addition to Head Custodian/Maintainer 
responsibilities. Licensed in a relevant trade (HVAC, plumbing, 
electrical, or carpentry), preferred.
This is an unaffiliated position; a competitive compensation 
package will be offered commensurate with experience.
Starting date on or before April 6, 2026
Apply by March 6, 2026. Complete application and upload 
cover letter, resume, and at least two letters of reference 
from supervisors via our online application system at: www.
marlborough.k12.ct.us, District tab, Employment Opportunities, 
Vacancies. For further information, please call 860.295.6236 or 
email cmonte@marlborough.k12.ct.us. EOE 1TB 2/20

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
S igns/Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Station), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterl ing si l ver
ware, tea set, or any 
item made of sterling. 
Top cash price paid on 
the spot. I can come to 
your home or meet you 
at a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

L E G O S WA N T E D: 
Cash paid for new or 
used in small or large 
amounts.  Call Trevor, 
860-841-0514.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

REAL ESTATE

L O O K I N G 
T O  P R O V I D E 
C A R E G I V E R 
PRIVATE SERVICES: 
I have much experience 
in caregiving and I am 
responsible and flexible 
with hours. I enjoy help
ing people. Call Halina 
860-518-5237.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

 Gus, 4 mths, is a lovable orange 
tabby who can be a bit silly.  
He’s adventurous and playful 
but will cuddle and purr once 
he decides playtime is over.  He 
recently learned to play fetch. 
He will tell you all about his day 
when you get home from work. 
Yes, he has a voice and he’s not 
afraid to use it, especially if 
dinner is late. Gus got along 
great with the resident adult 
cats in the foster home.  He’s a 
rowdy boy and would love a home with another young cat 
or would love to go home with one of his brothers or sisters.  
He’s often found finding trouble with sister, Graci.

Frankie, 1 yr,  is the fun, 
best friend that you’ve 
been looking for! He 
loves to play and explore. 
He’s very friendly.  
Frankie loves wand toys, 
faucet water and looking 
out the window.  He is a 
champion snuggler and 
cannot  wait to meet you!!

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG
A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 

rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722

R
E2

-2
0-

26

If anyone refused to rent 
to you because of your 
source of income, race, 
color, national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, 
marital status, age, disability 
or because you have 
children, you may have been 
the victim of illegal housing 
discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing 
Center.

HOUSING  
DISCRIMINATION   

IS  ILLEGAL For 
Help Call  

888-247-4401

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

COLCHESTER ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS

LEGAL NOTICE
At the regular meeting of the Town of Colchester Zoning 
Board of Appeals held on Tuesday, February 17, 2025 the 
following action was taken: 

Approved with conditions, application No. ZBA 2025-002 
of Joseph and Maria Wilson (Owner/Applicant) – 9 Lakeview 
Drive (MBL #13-02/003-000) – Application for variance from 
Sections 3.4.4.A and 3.4.2 of the Town of Colchester Land 
Development (Zoning) Regulations to reduce the front yard 
setback requirement from 29’ to 10’, and to increase the lot 
coverage from 24.4% to 24.6%. 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Laurie Robinson, Chair 1TB 2/20

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

Notice is hereby given that at its Regular Meeting on February 
11, 2026, the Colchester Conservation Commission made the 
following decision:
W2026-3134 - W2026-3134 - 231 Windham Ave; Lucas 
Hamilton - Applicant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID 06-06-013-000, 
Proposed single-family home with activity within a wetland. - 
APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS 
Dated February 11, 2026
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB 2/20

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At its Special Meeting of February 11, 2026, the Colchester 
Planning & Zoning Commission made the following decision (s):
PZC2025-016 Jeffrey Naples – Regulation change applica-
tion to amend Section 7.3 of the Land Development (Zoning) 
Regulations Special Permit Uses in the Arterial Commercial 
(AC) District to allow Dog Daycare, to add Dog Daycare to 
Section 20 Definitions, and to Table 10.1 Number of Parking 
Spaces Required; and to add new Section 8.8.20 Dog Daycare 
Standards. Approved, as amended, effective March 7, 2026. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

1TB 2/20

Public Hearing - Clark Hill Road

Notice is hereby given that the Water Pollution Control 
Authority of the Town of East Hampton, Connecticut, will 
hold a Public Hearing at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 
Gildersleeve Drive and via Zoom on the 3rd of March 2026, 
at 6:00 P.M. This meeting will be to inform the public about a 
proposed extension of the public sewer system connecting 
into the existing sewer system on Clark Hill Road.  This 
extension was requested by a resident and encompasses 
approximately 600 feet of sewer extension.  At this meeting 
interested person may be heard and written communication 
will be received. 
East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority
Anthony DeSimone
Public Utilities Administrator 1TB 2/20

The East Hampton Housing
Authority is currently accepting 
applications until February 28 

2026. The application acceptance 
will be closed from March 1 2026 

thru December 31 2026.
Please contact Executive Director 

David Schumacher at
860-267-8498 with any questions.

RE2-20-2026
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LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

SERVICES

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

See you in the spring with services such as:
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal

Downed Tree & Debris Removal
Mulch Installation • Light Moving

Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

LOCATED IN MARLBOROUGH, CT R
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RENTALS

REAL ESTATE TREE & LANDSCAPING

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Now is the time to cut 
those trees down with the 

FROZEN GROUND!
CALL TODAY!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$: Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ively for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN 
SOLUTION: Licensed 
& Insured. Carpentry, 
painting, flooring, bath
rooms, items repaired 
or replaced, doors, 
locks, shades, switches, 
plugs, garbage disposal, 
faucets, fans, lighting, 
860-904-0158.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

INTERIOR PAINTING, 
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex
pert textured ceiling 
repairs, f looring in
stallation, kitchen and 
bathroom updates/re
modelling. Handyman 
services. Over 35 years 
experience in all phases 
of remodelling. Reason
able prices/low hourly 
rates, licensed and in
sured. Call or text Mark 
at 860-805-8122.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
H O M E  R E P A I R 
S P E C I A L I S T : 
Complete p lumbing 
services and repairs 
from leaky pipes and 
d r a i n s ,  h o t  w a t e r 
heaters, toilets, garbage 
d i sposa l s ,  k i t chen 
sinks and faucets, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more. Call for a 
free estimate! Quality 
professional work at 
affordable prices. Fully 
licensed and insured 
- Discounts available 
for seniors - Call Justin 
203-440-5496

ROOFING, FLOOR
ING, DECKS: All gen
eral home improvement 
and renovations. Call 
860-894-9919. 

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention to 
detail, punctuality. Free 
in-person estimates. We 
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Questioning whether 
your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have ex
isting surface finish deep 
cleaned, revitalized, with 
a durable acrylic/ureth
ane floor finish. The best 
alternative to the mess, 
expense of sanding. 
A great affordable ap
pearance booster for 
home sellers. Carpets 
safely dry cleaned.  
Experi enced, ref er
ences, insured. William 
Agostinell i 860-704-
8486 Calls Only. Sup
port Small Business.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Spring Clean-Ups  Pruning
Weekly Mowing  Mulching R

E2
-2

0-
26

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT: Near Glaston
bury line, $1,400.00 
monthly, all included. 
Call 860-881-7479.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

RE2-20-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Life is like a book, some chapters
break you, some heal you and some

surprise you. But unless you turn
the page, you will never know what
the next part of your story could be.

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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SERVICES
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
E3

-1
3-

20

SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

A fully licensed & insured specialist of
sub surface waste water disposal systems

for residential & commercial properties.
New Installations • Real Estate Inspections

Repairs • System Diagnostic Services
Soil Testing • Video Camera Pipe Inspections

Snow Septic Repair, llc

Over 20 Years of Professional Experience 
Guaranteed Pricing & Warranties Available

SnowSepticRepair.com • 860-221-8735

— Free estimates —
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR

C
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

C
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• Cabinet Refinishing
• Interior Painting
• Textured Ceiling Repair 
   & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Light Carpentry
• Color Assistance

Call NOW for a quote on:

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
men tc t . com,  www.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
weatherstripping and 
water damage repair of 
all kinds - We find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
siding, sheetrock, and 
woodwork - We offer 
complete sheetrock 
and plaster repair. All 
interior and exterior trim, 
including crown molding 
a n d  c h a i r  r a i l i n g . 
Also, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, pocket 
doors,  in ter i or  and 
exterior doors, custom 
s ta i rs ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
h a t c h w a y s ,  w o o d 
decking to Trex and 
more. Please call Rene 
860 716-2678.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured

R
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

CIT12-5-24

FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.

new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,

interior/exterior painting
860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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2 0 1 2  H O N D A 
ACCORD: 4-dr Sedan, 
153K, runs great. Light 
blue. Garaged. Super 
clean. $4,075. Can text 
photos. 860-977-4807.

B R A Z I L I A N 
CLEANING SERVICE: 
Responsible, Brazilian 
woman seeking house 
cleaning clients. Very 
professional and punc
tual. $10 fee for quotes, 
goes towards first clean
ing appointment. Also 
good with pets. Call or 
text 860-212-4586.

ICLEAN   SERVICES, 
LLC: residential, com
mercial, post-construc
tion, one-time cleaning. 
Good references. Free 
estimates. Please call 
860-680-0777.

AUTOMOTIVEE N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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TRUCKLOAD SALE

422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT 06226

Find Us On Facebook 

STORE HOURS
OPEN 7 Days A Week 

From 8 AM - 8 PM 

BOB'S OF WINDHAM IGA 422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT 06226 PHONE: 860-423-3056  www.windhamiga.com
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. ILLUSTRATIONS ARE FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. 

Windham 021926  Page 
1

lb.lb.

$488

90% Ex-Lean90% Ex-Lean
Ground BeefGround Beef
100% Pure Beef100% Pure Beef
No AdditivesNo Additives
Sold In 9 To 10 Lb BagSold In 9 To 10 Lb Bag

$228
llb.

Whole Boneless
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.

$288

Whole Pork
Tenderloins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

Whole Genuine
Spareribs
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.

$298
10 To 12 Lb Avg.10 To 12 Lb Avg.

14 To 20 Lb Avg.14 To 20 Lb Avg.

Whole Bone-In
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.

$168

lb.lb.
$998

Whole Sirloin
Steak Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

Whole Beef
Top Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$498
20 To 25 Lb Avg.20 To 25 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.88¢

40 Lb Chicken
Drumsticks
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A 
All NAtural
Sold In 40 Lb Box.

$178
lb.lb.

All Sales Are While Supplies Last • We Will Custom Cut & Bulk Wrap All Primals

PRICES EFFECTIVE FEB. 19th - 26th, 2026 
THURS FRI

20
SAT

21
SUN

22
MON

23
TUES

24
WED

25
THURS

26

40 Lb Chicken
Leg Quarters
Fresh 
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

78¢
lb.lb.

3/$988

Jamestown
Bacon

ea.ea. 1 lb. Pkg

Whole Boneless
Chucks
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

$648
25 To 30 Lb Avg.25 To 30 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.
$588

Whole Beef
Eye Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

5 To 8 Lb Avg.5 To 8 Lb Avg.

$588

Whole Beef
Sirloin Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.
lb.lb.

$1188

Beef Butt
Tenderloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

4 To 6 Lb Avg.4 To 6 Lb Avg.lb.lb.

lb.lb.

$588

Whole Boneless
Top Sirloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

6 To 10 Lb Av.g.

Whole New York
Strips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$988
lb.lb. 12 To 16 Lb Avg.12 To 16 Lb Avg.

40 Lb Chicken
Party Wings
Fresh Grade A 
All NAtural 
Sold In 40 Lb Box

$188
lb.lb.

Whole Boneless
Angus Rib Eyes
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$1088
lb.lb. 15 To 20 Lb Avg.15 To 20 Lb Avg.

lb.lb.
$1588

Whole Boneless
Angus Prime 
NY Strips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$138lb.

40 Lb Bone-In
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

Fresh Whole Boneless
Pork Belly
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

$368
lb.lb.lb.lb.

$988

Whole Porterhouse
Steak

100% Pure Beef
No Additives

20 To 25 Lb Avg.20 To 25 Lb Avg.

Fresh Pork
Shoulders
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

$188
lb.lb.10 To 15 Lb Avg.10 To 15 Lb Avg.

19

llb.b.

$598

Whole Beef
Brisket
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

12 T12 To 18 Lo 18 Lb Avb Avg.g.

Short Loins

$177llb.

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Breasts
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box.

llb.b.

$748

Whole Shoulder
Hearts For 
London Broil
100% Pure Beef
6-10lb Avg

14 T14 To 19 Lo 19 Lb Avb Avg.g.

12 To 16 Lb Avg.

R
E2

-2
0-

26


	pages Bulletin 2-20-26 MAIN
	pages Bulletin 2-20-26 pg 3
	pages Bulletin 2-20-26 MAIN

