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Forensic Audit Ordered in Colchester
By Toriana Williams

Colchester continues to be the center of 
growing controversy following the emergence 
of a financial shortfall in the shared health in-
surance reserve fund between the town and the 
Board of Education, as well as the discussion of 
a proposed pay freeze for teachers as a possible 
way to help offset the deficit.

In a joint statement written by First Select-
man Bernie Dennler and Board of Education 
Chair Stefanie Tracey-Calash – both Demo-
crats – the town and school officials explained 
that Colchester operates a shared, self-insured 
health insurance fund that is used to directly 
pay employee health insurance claims for both 
municipal and school district staff. Because the 
fund is jointly maintained, its financial condi-
tions affect both the town government and the 
school district.

According to the statement, concerns about 
the fund’s status became clearer earlier this year 
after the town hired a new insurance broker in 
December. In January, the broker conducted 
an analysis of the fund and indicated that the 

BOE’s portion of the account could face a short-
fall of roughly $1 million during the current fis-
cal year.

Because the account is shared between the 
town and the school district, officials empha-
sized that the funding status of the reserve is a 
matter of mutual concern. The issue has been 
discussed at several recent public meetings, 
including the Jan. 28 Board of Finance meet-
ing and a Feb. 9 joint insurance subcommittee 
meeting. At those meetings, representatives 
from the BOE said they had identified potential 
funding sources that could be used to address 
the shortfall during the current fiscal year.

Town officials stated that the deficit appeared 
to have been partly driven by the misapplica-
tion of a funding formula used to determine 
contributions to the shared insurance account. 
According to the statement, the formula error 
occurred on the BOE’s side of the account and 
did not affect the town’s contribution levels, as 
the two bodies maintain separate finance de-
partments.

“The town expects to make net positive con-
tributions to the fund this fiscal year,” the state-
ment read. However, officials also noted that 
health insurance claims can fluctuate signifi-
cantly and that maintaining an adequate reserve 
is important to ensure stability.

In addition to the funding discrepancy, offi-
cials also warned that rising health care costs are 
creating further financial pressures for both the 
town and the school district. Both sides expect 
a significant increase in projected claims in the 
coming fiscal year, which could place additional 
strain on budgets even as officials work to ad-
dress the current shortfall.

Forensic Audit Authorized
Dennler and Tracey-Calash said they have 

been working together to coordinate a response 
to the situation. As part of that effort, the BOE 
recently voted in a public session to authorize 
the law firm Shipman & Goodwin, LLP to hire 
a forensic auditor to review the funding and 
management of the insurance reserve fund. The 

See Westchester 
Market ad on page 39

Residents Slam Proposed 
Biosolids Facility

By Anne Lilburn
What started this week as an East Hampton 

Town Council meeting about a possible land 
acquisition for water treatment plant upgrades 
turned into a standing-room-only, and at times 
raucous council meeting Tuesday night, where 
residents expressed their outrage over both a 
proposed biosolids facility and the behavior of 
a Water Pollution Control Authority (WPCA) 
official.

By the time the meeting drew to a close, resi-
dents had issued calls to fire not just that official, 
but the town manager as well.

Tuesday actually saw two contentious council 
meetings – one in the morning and one in the 
evening. At the first meeting, held at 8:30 a.m., 
the council was set to review an opinion from 
the town attorney regarding a proposed town 
meeting about the purchase of a land parcel lo-
cated at 292 West High St. “for use in relation 
to future improvements at the wastewater treat-
ment plant.”

The meeting was the result of a series of 
events that began when the town scheduled a 
town meeting, with an in-person vote by resi-
dents, regarding that land purchase.

News of that town meeting seemed to spread 
on Facebook even before it had been announced 
on the official town website, and residents 
quickly responded by tying it to a separate, pri-
vately funded conceptual project that had been 
proposed by Griffin Residuals, a Georgia-based 
company that operates regional biosolids pro-
cessing facilities.

Town Manager David Cox insisted that the 
two issues — the proposed biosolids plant, 
which according to town officials still needed 
land and would also need to go through several 
regulatory checkpoints; and the land acquisi-
tion, which would be acquired for use by the 
municipal wastewater treatment plant — were 
entirely separate.

“The acquisition of the land and the concep-
tual biosolids facility that has been discussed 
are unrelated,” he said at the Tuesday morning 
council meeting. He also said this in previous 
discussion with the Rivereast.

Still, many in the public, and some coun-
cil members, remained unconvinced. The 
public responses ranged widely, from those 
who seemed to believe that the vote originally 
scheduled for Tuesday night would directly ap-
prove or deny the biosolids plant, to those who 
thought that the parcel at stake would house the 
biosolids facility, to still others who believed 
that the separate items were likely connected 
in some as-yet-unclear way, due to some coin-
cidental timing and the involvement of certain 
public officials who had publicly advocated for 
both projects.

With the town meeting vote scheduled for 
Tuesday night, just prior to the regularly sched-
uled town council meeting, and while conver-Thank You for the Music… East Hampton High School’s production of Mamma 

Mia! premieres this weekend. Pictured from left are senior Jillian Leonardo as Rosie, 
senior Grace Pekar as Tanya, sophomore Leah Murphy as Sophie, and sophomore 
Taylor Dudek as Donna. For more on the musical, see the story on page 14.
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Come join us 
for LUNCH!

Monday-Saturday 
11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

10% OFF Your Lunch w/this Ad 

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940

www.zinascucina.com

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

Join us for 
Happy Hour

Monday - Friday 4-6pm
R

E3
-1

3-
26

860-530-1781 www.ironchris.com
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Suburban Sanitation Service

Call 860-267-6102 Today!

Hello, Spring — we missed you!
Now’s the time to clean your yard...

AND the septic tank!!!

RE3-13-26
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GLASTONBURY, PLANS 
STARTING AT $1,700,000

105 CROSBY ROAD

ONE LOT AVAILABLE!

S. GLASTONBURY, $473,000

438 FOOTE ROAD

SOLD!

MARLBOROUGH $300,000

7 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!
MARLBOROUGH, $400,000

BUYER REPRESENTED

11 CAFFYN DRIVE

SOLD!

MARLBOROUGH $1,132,000

36 FOX MEADOW

HIGHEST SALE IN MARLBOROUGH 2025!

EAST HAMPTON, $525,000

42 JACOBSON FARM ROAD

SOLD!
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EAST HAMPTON, $848,000

43 E HIGH STREET

LAKE LIVING!

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM

AHM’s College Scholarships Open for Applications
AHM Youth & Family Services is accepting 

scholarship applications from Andover, He-
bron, and Marlborough students who are plan-
ning to attend college in the fall.

Application deadline is May 15. Find the 
online application at: https://ahmyouth.org/
college-scholarship-application. The scholar-
ships are:

Erin Garvie: This $1,500 scholarship was cre-
ated by the Garvie family and friends. Each year, 
two college scholarships are awarded to gradu-
ating high school senior females who have been 
accepted to a two or four year college/univer-
sity,  have participated in high school athletics 
and exhibited leadership qualities.

Paige Houston: This $500 scholarship was 
created by the Houston family and friends when 

Paige passed away in 2013. Each year, one col-
lege scholarship is awarded to a RHAM High 
School  graduate  who has been accepted to a 
certificate program, trade school, or 2-4 year 
college/university,  and is  pursuing a degree in 
one of the following fields: education, human 
services, mental health, juvenile justice, or pe-
diatric medicine. Special consideration will be 
given to students volunteering in the Kinder-
RHAMa program (an AHM program partner-
ship with RHAM High School).

William Stelzner: This $500 scholarship was 
created by the Stelzner family and friends. Each 
year, one college scholarship is awarded to a 
RHAM High School graduate who plans to at-
tend a 2-year college and has volunteered in the 
community.

KinderRHAMa Registration Opens March 16 
AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-

RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High 
School, will register students for 2026-27 start-
ing Monday, March 16. Children ages 3-5 can 
attend the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 
1, 2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program 
and RHAM students assist in the classroom. 
The program follows the Early Learning Devel-
opment Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT 
for preschool aged children. Regular activities 
include circle/story time, outside play, science 
and math based activities, and daily arts and 
crafts projects. 

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The 

3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day 
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There 
are also limited spaces to have your child attend 
five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the 
three-day  program is $4,465/year; and the 
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day 
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the 
three-day/week program with extended day 
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 a.m.-3 
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10 
installments. Financial aid may be available for 
families who qualify. 

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will 
be informed as to whether their child has a 
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee 
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Mur-
ray at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org. 

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration 
KinderRHAMa Preschool Summer Camp 

Registration is underway. The program is held 
at the AHM KinderRHAMa classroom and play 
yard at RHAM High School, and is for children 
ages 3-5 who have not yet started kindergarten. 

Two early childhood teachers staff the pro-
gram along with volunteers. Hours are 9 a.m.-
noon Monday through Friday. Families can 
choose to enroll for one to eight weeks. 

In camp, children work on social skills, gross 
and fine motor and school readiness skills in 
a relaxed atmosphere while enjoying summer 
recreational activities inside and outside. Chil-
dren must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and campers must 
be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). The dates and themes are as follows: 

Week 1: June 22-26 – Garden Adventures; 
Week 2: June 29-July 2 – Locomotion (No 
Camp July 3); Week 3: July 6-10 – Dinosaurs; 
Week 4: July 13-17 – Pirates; Week 5: July 20-
24 – Ocean Commotion; Week 6: July 27-31 
– Olympics; Week 7: Aug. 3-7 – Space Invad-
ers; Week 8: Aug. 10-14 – Fun with Food 
To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Com-
munity/Program?category=4.  Financial aid 
may be available for families who qualify by 
filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/program-
scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program. If you have further questions, please 
contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.
org or (860) 860 228-0871.

Attention Essayists and Orators!
The Hebron 250 Committee is sponsor-

ing an essay and oratorical contest for RHAM 
High School students.  The winning entry will 
be awarded $250 and will present their essay at 
Hebron’s July 4th ceremony.  Here is a summary 
of the guidelines:

 Theme: During the American Revolution, 
Connecticut was called “The Provisions State.”  
What did the eastern region of Connecticut, 
including Hebron, Andover, Marlborough and 
Columbia, contribute to the war effort? Please 
explore the contributions of soldiers, women 

working on the homefront, farmers and manu-
facturers.

 Format and Writing standards:  500 words 
(3.5 - 5 minute speech); MLA style and guide-
lines; original writing, without the use of AI ap-
plications. 

 Deadline: Friday, March 27.
 More information is available through coor-

dinating teachers at RHAM, Margaret Clifton, 
Jennifer Stachowiak and Rebecca Fontaine.  You 
may also email Lynn Leavenworth at lleaven-
wortharc17@gmail.com.

Tap into Nature

Incoming Parent
Orientation 

RHAM Middle School’s Orientation and 
Transition Program for parents/guardians 
of incoming 7th graders on Tuesday, April 
7, at 6 p.m., in the high school auditorium.

AHM Youth & Family Services and St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron partner 
each year to host Tap into Nature during He-
bron’s Maple Festival. 

This year’s event will be held Saturday, 
March 21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sunday, 
March 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tap into Na-
ture is located both indoors & outdoors at 
AHM Youth & Family Services, located at 25 
Pendleton Drive in Hebron. All ages are wel-

come.
This free event will feature exhibitors from 

Meigs Point Nature Center, Institute for 
American Indian Studies (Saturday), Mystic 
Aquarium (Sunday), Blue Moon Raptors, He-
bron Pollinator Pathway, Riverside Reptiles, 
Hebron Paths and Trails, Composting, and of 
course, demonstrations of maple tree-tapping 
and maple syrup-making.
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News copy (non-letters) deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday 
at noon. Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 10

Bulletin Board
“I’ve had it!” my wife announced the other morning as I went to pour myself a cup of coffee.
As most husbands presumably know, there are numerous statements in a relationship where 

you can simply respond with a sort of noncommittal grunt and move on. Unfortunately, “I’ve 
had it!” isn’t one of them. 

“What’s wrong?” I said, at the same time conducting a hasty mental review of possible per-
sonal transgressions, ranging from failing to flush the toilet to forgetting about Valentine’s Day. 
I came up empty, which was encouraging, but not necessarily an indication that  I was out of 
the woods, so to speak.

“I’m tired of being shut in all the time,” she complained. “I’m tired of the snow. I’m tired of 
reading mystery novels. I’m tired of TV. I’m tired of winter.”

“Oh.”  This was actually good news in a way, seeing as  I apparently did not make the list. 
“I’m bored out of my mind,” she added.
“I could do a tap dance around the kitchen table,” I offered, demonstrating a couple of steps. 

“Or maybe I could entertain you with a homemade sock puppet.”
She glared at me like I was the physical incarnation of  Father Winter or something.
“I know,” I said. “Would you like the daily crossword puzzle? I’ll let you have the crossword 

puzzle if you want.”
My sacrifice was promptly kicked to the curb. “No, I don’t want the crossword puzzle.”
“Maybe you could bake some cookies,” I suggested in desperation. “You know, to sort of 

productively fill some of those empty hours.”
“Cookies? Really? Cookies?”
“What’s wrong with cookies?”
“@($%# cookies. I’m going out of my mind and you think I should  bake a bunch of #@

(&ing cookies?”
“Hey, elves bake cookies. They seem quite happy, always marching around, breaking into 

song and being industrious.  Just saying –”
“@($%# elves. I don’t care what #@(&ing elves #@(&ing do. They can all go back to Ireland 

as far as I’m concerned.” 
“Um, not to start an argument or anything, but I think you’re confusing elves with lepre-

chauns.” 
“Oh yeah? Well, @($%# leprechauns, too. Little pests.”
“Geez, what were you, raised by paratroopers?”
“I’m having a bad day.”
“I can see that.”
“I feel like I’m stuck in a leper colony.”
Since there are only two of us in the house these days, I guess that made me the leper, or, at 

best, half the colony.
“As head leper, I’d like to say I feel your pain,” I ventured.
“What makes you the head leper?”
“Hey, if you want to be head leper, it’s okay with me. I just –”
“It’s not your fault,” she conceded. 
“I know. Here, have a potato chip. You’ll feel better…  What’s so funny?.”
“You’re an idiot. Who eats potato chips for breakfast?”
“Lepers who don’t have any cookies?” I said.
She laughed. “Give me another chip,” she said.
“Hey,” I said. “How about we go out for a ride? We can go down to the shore and freeze to 

death on the beach. It’ll be romantic. Kind of like that movie about the Titanic.” 
“I’ll get my coat.  Thank you.”
“No worries. Maybe we could even stop at a bakery.”
“I’m thinking liquor store,” she said.
“Even better.”

Jim Hallas

If you’ve put up with my, for lack of a bet-
ter word, whining about the brutal winter this 
year, then you know I was loving the weather 
on Monday and Tuesday. Temperatures in 
the 70s both days! It was a delightful taste of 
spring – heck, it was a delightful taste of early 
summer.

But that’s all it was.
Veterans of Connecticut winters are aware 

this is what is known as “Fool’s Spring.” It 
arrives often at about this time of year, and 
tempts you to put those sweaters and snow 
boots away, open all your windows, and frolic 
joyfully in the streets. It’s all a ruse, though. 
What inevitably follows is “Second Winter” – 
a time when temperatures drop back into the 
20s and 30s, you perhaps see some flakes in 
the air, and you begin to wonder what you did 
to Mother Nature to cause her to tease you so. 

Sure enough, as I write this Tuesday night, 
the forecast calls for highs to be back in the 
mid-30s again by Tuesday of next week. 

New England, as former NBC Connecticut 
anchor Heidi Voight shared on Facebook this 
week, actually has much more than four sea-
sons each year. After we get through Second 
Winter, we’ll have the Spring of Deception, 
followed by Third Winter, then The Pollening, 
then Actual Spring. Summer will then arrive, 
followed by Hell’s Front Porch, then False Fall, 
then Second Summer, and finally, Actual Fall. 

Personally, I wouldn’t mind if we skipped a 
couple of those seasons this year and headed 
into Actual Spring pretty quickly. I’d say we’ve 
earned it, folks; wouldn’t you?

* * *
Of course, no matter how many seasons we 

wind up with this year, you can’t stop baseball 
from coming. Connecticut’s favorite Double 
A baseball team, the Hartford Yard Goats, is 

gearing up for another fun season, and on 
Tuesday they shared news of a….well, inter-
esting treat they have planned for one night 
only this June.

Tuesday, June 9, will be “Eras Night” at 
Dunkin’ Park – a night to celebrate Tay-
lor Swift. There will be Taylor music, sing-
along moments, and even an appearance by 
DJ Swiftie. There will also be on the menu a 
creation the Yard Goats are calling the “Anti-
Hero.”

Named after Taylor’s hit song from the al-
bum Midnights, the item is a grilled 2-foot 
all-beef hot dog nestled inside 11 powdered 
mini-donuts, topped with a mustard-ketchup 
drizzle and sweet candied pink & blue sprin-
kles, served on an artisan Italian loaf bun.

I’m guessing, from the size of that thing, the 
Yard Goats will encourage you to share it with 
a friend or five. Nobody needs to eat that all 
at once. 

I’m tempted to try a few bites of it though. 
It sounds delicious and weird all at once.

Baseball, hot dogs, doughnuts, and Taylor 
Swift. Each of them is great on their own – 
and on June 9, you get to enjoy them all at 
once.

* * *
Are you 55 and like to bowl? Then you’re 

invited to join one of three morning leagues 
forming at Kickback n’ Bowl in East Hamp-
ton.

The Spring Senior Mixed Bowling Leagues 
will play Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings at 11 a.m. starting March 23. Any-
one in the Rivereast circulation area who’s 55 
or older is welcome to join. 

If interested, contact Jack Anderson at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

     Bowling Community Pulls Together… The bowling community at Kickback 
n Bowl recently came together to help Ray’s Rebel member Derek Guiliano and 
his family, after the loss of their home due to a fire on Browning Drive in January. 
Pictured from left are Derek, Cheryl and Domenic Guiliano, along with coach 
Becky Godwin.

Enough is Enough
To the Editor:

When is enough enough? When it puts an 
unwarranted burden on the majority in a com-
munity. We the people of Colchester have just 
experienced a school system expense by refer-
endum of more than $19 million and now the 
BOE proposes a 10.47% increase over last year’s 
budget, which could result in more than a $4 
million increase this year – $23 million is not 
enough; it is too much.

And as our first selectman has stated “..this 
year’s town budget will face additional pressure 
from the higher-than-typical Board of Educa-
tion budget proposal and the difficult decisions 
facing the BOE and Board of Finance. Based 
on the combination of factors, I directed town 

Clarification
In last week’s Rivereast, in a story entitled 

“The Next Few Steps for Bacon Projects,” 
there is a reference to the Colchester Board 
of Education’s “alleged authorization of a fo-
rensic audit.” The Rivereast was able to con-
firm after press time the board did indeed 
authorize the audit. A story on the audit is 
in this issue.

The Race is On…Part III
To the Editor:

With discussions about aquifers, wells, high 
water tables and four environmental reports, 
all referencing the Raymond Brook Watershed, 
in Hebron Center, one wonders where devel-
opment ideas ever stemmed from. I can’t help 
thinking people are confused and how would I 
explain this complex landscape to others. 

Imagine a slightly bowed piece of plywood 
with odd cracks that resemble fractures. Now 
cover the board with clay, randomly add a va-
riety of stones, alone, and in piles. Staple a large 

departments not to pursue new programs or 
capital projects in the upcoming fiscal year …” 
. Why does our community have to suffer be-
cause, as the school superintendent cited, one 
of the major factors for this increase is due to 
mismanaged funding of the reserves for health 
insurance for the school personnel.

Once again, the school system is looking for 
an all-or-nothing proposition. Why not phase 
in the needed funds so the full impact isn’t felt 
in one year? This I believe calls for proper plan-
ning now and in the future to really meet the 
needs of the Colchester community. 

Sincerely, 
Ralph Bianco , Colchester
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off Rte. 2

860-603-2368 C
IT
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HUGE WINTER
SALE

Get Ready
For The Season!

Take 10% OFF Service 
& Parts Used.

C
IT
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26
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

C
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

Interest rates are one of the most talked-about topics in real estate, and many homeowners 
naturally wonder: If rates go up or down, what happens to home prices?
The relationship between interest rates and home prices isn’t always as simple as people expect.
In general, when interest rates rise, borrowing becomes more expensive. Higher monthly pay-
ments can reduce how much buyers are able to afford, which can slow demand and put some 
pressure on prices. When rates fall, borrowing becomes cheaper, which can bring more buyers 
into the market and increase competition for homes.
But in practice, many other factors influence home prices as well — especially supply and 
demand.
Over the past several years, even as mortgage rates increased significantly, home prices in many 
areas remained relatively stable or continued to rise. One reason is that inventory has remained 
historically low. When fewer homes are available for sale, buyers often compete more aggres-
sively for the homes that do hit the market.
Another factor is that many homeowners today have very low mortgage rates from previous 
years. That can discourage people from selling, which further limits supply.
So while interest rates absolutely influence the market, they are only one piece of the puzzle. 
Local inventory levels, buyer demand, and how a home is priced and presented often play just 
as large a role in determining the final sale price.
For homeowners considering a move, the key takeaway is this: market conditions are always 
evolving, but well-prepared homes that are priced appropriately continue to attract strong 
interest.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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What Happens to Home Prices When Interest Rates Change?

Single-Family Homes
• 7 homes sold

• Average sale price: $450,414
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 104%

• Average days on market: 26 days
• Median days on market: 7 days

Results vary by price point, 
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 1 sold at $170,000

• Sale-to-list ratio: 97%
• Days on market: 1 day

Journalism, Not Facebook
To the Editor:

There are many good reasons why journalism 
and social media should be kept at a distance. 
The moment a reporter relies on Facebook as a 
source, truth and speculation become impos-
sible to distinguish from each other.

That scenario is playing out right now in 
East Hampton regarding the proposed WPCA 
acquisition. Emotions are high and many ques-
tions linger. As has been the case with other is-
sues in town, the argument has largely been lost 
and replaced with finger-pointing and character 
attacks.

In situations like this, local news plays an 
important role in separating fact from hearsay. 
When Facebook is used as a source on a topic 
like the WPCA expansion, objectivity is lost. 

The Rivereast owes its towns better.
Journalism is a very tough career. Hours are 

long, pay is abysmal, and reporters and editors 
draw criticism with every article that is pub-
lished. It’s grown more difficult in the last few 
years, where the very nature of facts are disput-
ed based on the source. 

Meanwhile, newspapers are cutting back on 
the very resource that is most needed: reporters. 
The days of one journalist covering a single beat 
are gone. Reporters are now expected to cover 
multiple towns and meet byline quotas that sat-
isfies the publisher. 

There’s a reason why newspapers like The 
Hartford Courant no longer cover small towns. 

Why Don’t People Vote
To the Editor:

You stated that the yes votes tend to be less 
on bad weather days; however, they show up 
enough that it gives them the win the majority 
of the time, if not always.

 The Colchester Public Works did an excel-
lent job on the roads, but they didn’t clear the 
18 inches of snow from driveways. So I still say 

Dementia Talks No. 52
To the Editor:

I write this from Mom’s room in memory 
care. Day 6 of mom’s COVID quarantine; by 
the time this is published it will be day 13 and I 
hope she is out of isolation. 

I sit here with gloves on, wearing an N95 
mask, a flimsy gown (mom calls a dress) and 
on/off foggy glasses.

She looks at me differently today than she 
did 6 days ago. It has been an interesting week 
experiencing 12 hours as a 1x1 caregiver in a 
community. It is not easy – the paying atten-
tion 100% of the time, keeping her engaged and 
comfortable; then again it IS easy – because of 

This Stat Is a Weed,
Stop Watering It

To the Editor:
As surely as flowers bloom in spring, budget 

season arrives, with someone announcing that 
the cost per student keeps rising. Every year, 
people nod along like this means something. 
It doesn’t. It’s one of the worst ways to measure 
school spending, and I’d love it if we could final-
ly stop treating it like it tells us anything useful.

Colchester’s enrollment has been dropping 
for years. When that happens, fixed costs are di-
vided among fewer students, so the per-student 
cost goes up automatically. The district doesn’t 
have to spend an extra dime. Nothing has to 
change at all. The math just looks worse because 
there are fewer students in the denominator.

Here’s a simple example. A school bus costs 
$1,000 to run. With 20 riders, that’s $50 each. 
With 10 riders, the cost is $100 per rider. The 
bus didn’t get more expensive. Nobody got a 
raise. The route didn’t get longer. Fewer kids just 
showed up.

And here’s the part that really gets me: stu-
dents aren’t getting more for that higher num-

thin kitchen sponge over the top. Carve three 
shallow grooves into that sponge, representing 
the Raymond Brook, the middle stream and 
to the west, the stream flanking Church Street. 
Set the plywood at about a 5% pitch and spritz 
with water, adding several constant drips from 
the top (north). The watershed itself is “rela-
tively flat and gently sloped” (ERT). This slope is 
key. As the sponge absorbs the water, the water 
spreads throughout the entire surface and, once 
full, drips out the bottom. Now tip the plywood 
just so, so that the majority of the water slowly 
drains out the bottom (eastern) corner of the 
watershed model. This bottom, eastern, corner 
is the base of Millstream Road where the Ray-
mond Brook ducks under 207 on its way to the 
marsh and points beyond. 

Because of this watershed’s slope, the water 
is always on the move, even when apparently 
stagnant. This movement, throughout the land-
scape, filters groundwaters whereby creating 
steady supplies of GA water. However, in times 
of extended drought, when water tables begin to 
lower or dry up, so too does the watershed. Be-
ing that aquifers are linked to water tables and 
vice versa. And water tables vary season to sea-
son. And watersheds drain constantly. Towns, 
like Hebron, must be careful not to overestimate 
water supplies. Drilling extra wells and tapping 
aquifers could be like spending more than we 
earn…at some point we’ll be broke. Should 
towns lower aquifers, and associated water ta-
bles throughout wet seasons, what happens, to 
residents, during dry seasons? 

Many states including, New York, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts and Connecticut have stringent 
watershed programs. These sponge like wa-
tersheds, with deep rooted plants, serve many 
purposes including water filtration, preventing 
flooding, water storage, carbon storage, wildlife 
habitats and local hay supplies. Watersheds also 
contribute to our overall health and well-being. 
The Raymond Brook Watershed does the same. 
Let’s #save17. 

Jean Tulimieri, Amston

love. If the roles were reversed, she would be in 
the chair that I occupy.

At the time of this writing the #Hebron-
RocksAlz Author Talk occurred on Saturday 
March 7th at the Gilead Church. I want to share 
thoughts that flowed through my mind 7 days 
ago, before this COVID dragon spit fire at us.

Initially I looked at the Author Talk as a fun-
draiser for our Walk2End Alz team; then as the 
date drew near, I realized that the fundraising 
is important but what is more important is to 
bring people together in community.

As you have noticed, I leave my essays by 
saying “know that you are not alone.” I wanted 
to illustrate this by bringing three amazing hu-
mans to an event so they can share their jour-
neys – all touched by dementia. The foundation 
of the journey is common – dementia; however, 
their experiences are so very different – the ex-
periences are old, new, raw, joyful, caring, un-
charted. My hope is that for those that attended; 
that they took away just one thing that will help 
them in their own journey. 

The key that has kept my head above water 
since mom’s Alz diagnosis back in 2017 has been 
community. My hope is that you all find your 
community, find your selfcare, find strength you 
didn’t know existed to put feet on the floor every 
day and move forward with a glimmer of hope 
in your heart.

Because of my exposure to COVID, I choose 
not to emcee the event. An amazing team kept 
the wheels moving. For that I have deep grati-
tude for Jeanette B., Deb M., David O., Phyliss 
K., and Ally G.; and of course, the authors for 
being in the moment: John Scully, Lisa Marshall 
and Judith Podell.

Know that you are not alone. 
With much love and peace, 

Tonya Maurer 
(multitasking@comcast.net)

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

many could not cast their vote due to (snow or 
high water). My point was that those on a mis-
sion will do what is needed to accomplish those 
goals.

  I would like to suggest that Rivereast ask the 
public in the towns you cover why they won’t 
come out to vote on town issues. The miniscule 
numbers that do vote is not even close to those 
who are eligible.

On another note, Jim Hallas pointed out that 
it’s a mystery to the Connecticut lawmakers 
where the all the money for nonprofits went. 
Ask the lawmakers in Minnesota; they might 
be able to help. And yes Jim, the Woke State of 
Connecticut is going to send the sissy police to 
arrest you.

Frank Grande, Colchester

ber. We aren’t doing more things per kid. We’ve 
actually been cutting programs and services 
for years. So the cost per student goes up while 
kids get less. If that number is supposed to be a 
warning sign, it’s warning us about the wrong 
thing.

John Farrell, Colchester

RE3-13-26
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm
Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drinks & fooD

DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close 
St. Patrick’s Day Party Tues. March 17 DJ & Drink Specials 5pm-close

Live Entertainment Sat. April 4, 9pm Local Hebron Band “Weekend on Wednesday”
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Closed Sundays

Free Pool
Tuesday & Wednesday
3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts

Restaurant & Caterers

245 MARLBOROUGH ST., RT. 66, PORTLAND, CT
www.farrellsrestaurant.com • 860-342-4589 R
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Irish DJs Pete & Chris — Tuesday 6-9pm

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE FOR TAKE-OUT:
Pre-order by 3/15 for pickup on 3/17

Bagpipers 
on Tuesday 
5:00-5:30pm

ST. PST. PATRICK’S WEEKEND
Serving Corned Beef Dinners

all day Saturday 3/14, Sunday 3/15 and Tuesday 3/17!
Regular Menu also available on Saturday & Sunday

Reservations for Saturday & Sunday only, first come first serve on Tuesday.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE3-6-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

MARCH SPECIAL!
FISHERMAN’S PLATTER

ALL       FISHES! 

PLENTY FOR 2 PEOPLE!

They simply don’t have the resources and see 
more value in the old “if it leads, it bleeds” man-
tra that garners clicks.

When news cuts back, so do the critical 
checks and balances that local government re-
quires. As a result, people turn to their heavily 
filtered newsfeeds and local discussion groups 
for actual information. While it’s great to have 
interaction on things like recommendations 
and community service, any item of actual news 
quickly becomes divisive. 

The Rivereast is the only newspaper covering 
East Hampton. The people most cited in articles 
are the ones making the most noise, not the ones 
best suited to answer questions. 

Regardless of circumstances, good journalism 
requires diligence and contacting sources, cer-
tainly not relying on social media to fill in the 
gaps. The WPCA situation has snowballed, and 
we need actual information, not Facebook posts 
smearing local officials. We need the Rivereast to 
be fair and objective. In this instance, the news-
paper fell short.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt, East Hampton

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East 
Hampton Board of Education, but is speaking as 
an individual. 

Editor’s Note: We feel the article in question 
was fair and objective, and the Rivereast stands 
by the story.

Budget Examination
Is Underway

To the Editor:
Examination of RHAM and Hebron Elemen-

tary budgets is underway. Both entities will give 
a presentation in Hebron on March 17.

Now to the most difficult aspect on discuss-
ing taxes. The holy grail: education. I call it dif-
ficult because, historically, anyone who might 
question educational costs has quite often been 
labeled, vociferously, as anti-education. I find 
such exclamations often miss the mark. A tax-
payer, any taxpayer, has the right and obligation 

to examine all aspects of their tax bill.
Hebron’s physical infrastructure is in a sham-

bles. The town portion of the budget has repeat-
edly taken a second seat to educational costs.

At the same time, RHAM and the elemen-
tary schools have shown little interest in cutting 
their costs. Instruments such as the retirement 
of debt and contract negotiation processes, due 
to their nature, help obfuscate this lack of cost 
cutting. The retirement of debt has shielded 
over two million dollars of cost for one of the 
institutions from public scrutiny and employee 
wages and benefits are often presented as some-
thing beyond the institutions’ control.

And both institutions are following the rules. 
And this is where the average citizen is at a loss. 
The processes of running institutions have pro-
cedural elements that end up confusing anyone 
who is not putting the data together. And I’m 
thinking that the institutions understand this 
and challenge anyone who might ask questions. 
I don’t blame them. They are doing all they can 
to achieve their agendas and progress the insti-
tution they represent.

It is natural for a citizen to be confused by such 
processes. But citizens have to ask themselves if 
things are balanced. A crumbling town infra-
structure might be able to help us understand.

Over the last several years, appeals have been 
made to RHAM and to the elementary school 
system of Hebron to curb their costs and to 
produce understandable budgets. These appeals 
have gone unheeded. For numerous reasons, 
budgets go relentlessly up, resulting in an ever-
increasing burden on the taxpayer. But histori-
cally, ever-increasing burdens are accepted by 
the taxpayers.

A final note on RHAM: I do not know how 
the RHAM budget is presented to the taxpay-
ers of Marlborough and Andover, but I have 
always found Hebron’s presentation on referen-
dum day confusing because I can never easily 
tell if RHAM’s budget is going up or down. This 
is due to the emphasis placed on Hebron’s por-
tion, which fluctuates every year depending on 
student attendance.

Terry McManus, Hebron 

Invention Convention
Thank You

To the Editor:
Last week, the Rivereast ran a wonderful ar-

ticle about The Region 8 Invention Convention 
Semi-finals at RHAM. This week, we’d like to ex-
tend our gratitude to those who made this com-
munity event a success.

We thank our school-based educators from 
the elementary schools in Hebron, Andover, 
and Marlborough who champion this program 
and put in many extra hours to support the stu-
dents. These include Katie Finlan, Adam Parks, 
Susie Adams, Kirstina Frazier, Michaela Dehm, 
and Mary Cochefski. We also thank the school 
administrators from these towns, who support 
this program in their buildings and Marlbor-
ough Big Y for donating prize items.

A very special thank you to our judges who 
generously volunteered their time, helping 
identify the inventors who will move on to the 
finals. We thank RHAM faculty Andrea Barton, 
Lindsay Bluestein, and Danielle Mooney along 
with Glastonbury technical education teacher 
Jim Thorn; RHAM graduate and University of 
Hartford Engineering student Angela Weese; 
Muhammad Salman Ali, Tony Centurelli, and 
Ericka Nunez from the Connecticut Society of 
Civil Engineers; Alexander Bon, Christopher 
Frais, Joshua Frost, and Angela Mercaldi from 
the Pratt & Whitney Manufacturing Engineer-
ing Development (MED) Program; and Chris 
Hageman, IDEAZ Industrial Designer and 
Project Manager. We also extend a special thank 
you to judge and guest speaker Mark Roser 
from Motive labs, local Hebron inventor and 
former Invention Convention parent.

We would especially like to thank the RHAM 
National Technical Honor Society advisors Ei-
leen Lastrina and Laurie Prentice who helped 
guide RHAM engineering students and NTHS 
volunteers as they planned for, hosted, and 
helped judge the event. Participating students 
include Caleb Billiel, Cayden Caplet, Seth 
Dunko, Alexander Giaccone, Logan Gianel-
li, Jake Guerriero, Mark Hall, Riley Kischell, 

Hebron’s Maple-Dipped
History

To the Editor:
Hebron Center History is once again thrilled 

to participate in the Hebron Maple Festival. 
Please stop by our booth in the Douglas Library 
parking lot on March 21st and 22nd to experi-
ence the history of Hebron center first hand. We 
will be presenting artifacts, maps, documents, 
images, and a treasure trove of items that illus-
trate the compelling stories of this place we call 
home.

As you wander between maple kettle corn 
and maple-dipped bacon, I hope you will think 
about the words of Professor Robert Thorson of 
the University of Connecticut Earth Science De-
partment, “Envision the ellipse of good soil that 
is Hebron. At the top is the town center. To the 
west is historic Church Street, the main trans-
portation route from north to south. To the east 
are the residual fields and laneways. These three 
elements go together to define historic Hebron.” 

Professor Thorson continued on to comment 
on the unique stone walls laneways found north 
and south of Kinney Road, located just a stone’s 
throw from the Maple Festival, “I have never 
seen a series of stone wall laneways like this. It 
took the planning and effort of the community 
to create them. The extensive patch of good soil 
with good drainage nucleates the town. This is 
a beautifully preserved community landscape, 
rather than the hodge podge of walls built by 
individual farmers.”

It was Professor Thorson who confirmed the 
important connection between the stone wall 
laneways and the underlying glacial lodgment 
till soil. This rare soil, comprising less than 20% 
of all soil in Connecticut, is our most important 
agricultural asset. The efforts at preserving this 
soil began between 1785 and 1800 and lasted 
into the early 19th century. Among the leading 
proponents was Gov. John S. Peters, who built 
his stately brick house and doctor’s office on 
Church Street. Gov. Peters also re-established 
The Barber Lot, granted to one of Hebron’s most 
important proprietors, David Barber, in 1704. 
Located across the street from the governor’s 
home, centered by The Barber Lot, was his ex-
pansive farm. The governor’s farm and the stone 
wall laneways found there still stand as signifi-
cant historic landmarks.

Stop by the Maple Festival to learn more 
about Governor Peters and his influence on the 
landscape we enjoy today. We look forward to 
seeing you and sharing all this information and 
much more. Please visit Save Hebron Center on 
Facebook for more details.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri, Amston

Isabelle Kreamer, Aidan Landry, Edward Liu, 
Chris Medina, Kacper Mlodzianowski, Char-
lotte Morganson, Benjamin Morrissey, Victoria 
Paslavska, Zachary Pugliesi, Aiden Sackett, Ja-
son Schadtle Champagne, Kevin Schadtle, Mad-
elyn Stewart, Zechariah Souza, Talula Stom-
berg, Eli Strecker, Liam Tarallo, Max Veilleaux, 
Joshua Warren, Madeleine Weinsteiger, Adriel 
Wilson, and Dylan Young. 

Another special thanks goes to early child-
hood education teacher Crista Penrose and 
students Rosalee Kelly, Karly Spencer, Jordan 
Summerer and Brody Wallace, who provided 
activities for siblings of the inventors.

Thanks to the generosity and commitment 
of these volunteers, RHAM hosted a wonder-
ful community event giving our elementary 
students the opportunity to showcase creativity, 
perseverance, and ingenuity. We are grateful for 
the community support in making Invention 
Convention semi-finals such a meaningful ex-
perience for our young innovators.

Sincerely,
Mary Rose Meade – Hebron

RHAM Director of Curriculum
and Instruction
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Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE3-13-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, Mar. 13th “Divorced Dads”
St Patty’s Day Party Tues. March 17th - 

Corned Beef & Cabbage $1695 • “Dave Sadloski”
Thurs. March 19th 6-10pm Wings/Brackets

Buzzer Beaters
Prizes for the Best Bracket

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

71 Main Street
Hebron

Troy R. Kelsey, Owner
860-228-9375 R
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St. Patrick’s Day Specials

Hrs.: Closed Mon.; Tues.-Thurs. 8am-8pm;
Fri. 8am-8:30pm; Sat. 8am-8pm & Sun. 8am-7pm

Corned Beef And Cabbage 17.99
Braised lean corned beef served over steamed cabbage with roasted
Yukon Gold potatoes, glazed carrots and Irish soda bread
Polish Corned Beef 19.99
Braised lean corned beef, glaze carrots, homemade potato, and cheese pierogies
tossed with caramelized onions, and Irish soda bread
Bangers And Mash 16.99
Bratwurst braised in a Guinness and honey gravy with caramelized onions,
served over cheddar Yukon Gold mashed potatoes
Guinness Stew 19.99
New Zealand venison, carrots, celery, onions, peas, and potatoes
simmered in a Guinness broth, served with Irish soda bread
Corned Beef Rueben 14.99
Braised corned beef, grilled with sauerkraut, Gruyère cheese and thousand island 
dressing on grilled thick marble rye, with house chips
Grilled Bratwurst 12.99
Grilled bratwurst topped with sauerkraut and yellow mustard on a grilled brioche 
roll, served with house chips
Irish Chips 14.99 
House made potato chips layered with corned beef, sauerkraut, Monterey Jack and 
cheddar cheese, and side of thousand island dressing
Irish Flatbread 15.99
Corned beef, sauerkraut, tater tots, thousand Island, Swiss and mozzarella

Tuesday, March 17th

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!
Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Get your tickets now 
for An Evening of 

Perfect Pairings with 
Oz ‘N Bones and 
Ark Distillery at 

arkdistillery.com/store/

Our Smoked Shrimp Po’ Boy
Now Available through Lent
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$7 Jame s on Sho t s
 $8 Car Bomb Sho t s

$8 Snak eb i t e s
$6 Tu l l amor e  Dew & Tu l l amor e  Dew Honey Sho t s

$5 Mi l l e r  L i t e  Aluminum Bo t t l e s
$7 Harp 

$8 Gu inn e s s

Sunday Brunch
Comedy Show (lounge) Friday March 13th 7:30pm
Saturday, March 14th Live Music “Locomotive”
112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT | (860)531-9160

Friday, March 13th - Tuesday, March 17th

$10 Corned Beef Sandwiches w/Fries
$20 Corned Beef Dinner

RE3-13-26

CGA Scholarship 
for Area Seniors

Carl Guild & Associates has officially opened 
applications for its 2026 CGA Community 
Scholarship, awarding seven $1,000 scholar-
ships to graduating high school seniors across 
9 local towns.

The scholarship is available to seniors in Port-
land, East Hampton, East Haddam, Colchester, 
RHAM, Glastonbury and Middletown. Applica-
tions are due April 1. 

For the past eight years, Carl Guild & Associ-
ates has awarded scholarships to local students 
as part of its ongoing commitment to the com-
munities it serves.

“We’ve built our business in these towns,” said 
Carl Guild, broker and owner of Carl Guild & 
Associates. “This is our way of giving back and 
investing in the next generation. There’s no 
catch and no sales pitch. We simply believe in 
supporting the students, families and commu-
nities that support us.”

Over the years, the CGA Community Schol-
arship program has helped dozens of local stu-
dents offset the cost of college and post-second-
ary education.

Students who live in or attend school in one 
of the eligible towns are encouraged to apply. 
Parents, teachers, and community members are 
also encouraged to help spread the word.

Applications and details can be found at 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship.  

For additional information, contact Carl 
Guild at 860-813-2275 or carlguild@gmail.com

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

Brothers Beckett and William Krajewski of RHAM High School combined to win eight 
swimming medals at the Central Connecticut Conference championships on Feb. 28. 

By Josh Howard
Beckett and William Krajewski – RHAM 

High School (Swimming): Beckett and Wil-
liam Krajewski, brothers who attend RHAM 
High School and swim for the Manchester co-
op, both excelled at the Central Connecticut 
Conference (CCC) championships at Wethers-
field High School. Beckett, a sophomore, won a 
pair of events, taking first in the 200 Individual 
Medley (IM) with a time of 2:02.83 and the 100 
Breaststroke with a meet-record time of 1:00.06. 
William, a junior, also broke a meet record, 
posting a time of 53.70 to win the 100 Butter-
fly (53.70). William also placed second to his 
brother in the 100 Breaststroke with a time of 
1:03.66. They also won both of the relays they 
were in (200 Medley Relay and 400 Freestyle 
Relay)  as the co-op placed third overall as a 
team. 

Adam Dean – Portland High School (Wres-
tling): Dean won a North Central Connecticut 
Conference (NCCC) championship, winning 
the 132 lbs. division in Stafford last month. 
Dean, a senior, defeated Aiden Catalan of Can-
ton in an overtime decision to finish atop the 
podium. He was also awarded the Most Out-

standing Wrestler of the annual conference 
tourney. Senior teammate  Cayleb James also 
won a conference title, beating Joaquin Vasquez 
of Canton in the 190 lbs. championship bout. 

Liam Sweeney – Bacon Academy (Track & 
Field): Sweeney won the shot put and placed 
third in the weight throw at the Throwhawks 
Hall of Fame meet at Bloomfield High School 
on March 7. Sweeney, a senior, won the shot put 
with a toss of 56’ 11.75” to best runner-up Khile 
Francis (55’ 04”) and the rest of a loaded field. 
In the weight throw, Sweeney had a season-best 
distance of 62’ 4.25”, placing behind only Fran-
cis (runner-up) and Bloomfield’s Mason Gray, 
who finished first with a distance of 68’ 6”.

John Riley – East Hampton High School 
(Wrestling): Riley took fourth overall in his 
weight class at the Class S state championships, 
earning a spot in the State Open. Riley, a senior, 
defeated Richard Courville of St. Joseph and 
Maximus Shafer of Killingly to work his way 
through the 175 lbs. bracket at Killingly High 
School on Feb. 20 and 21. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc.
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting
CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES 
NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722

WWW.POAINC.ORG
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Hello to all the squat Bully/
Pittie lovers out there! It gives 
us great pleasure to introduce 
you to Mr. Bean! Our boy is 
a stocky meatball, at 1 year 
old, an  American  bully at 
almost  60lbs. He loves to be 
active in short energy bursts 
(with incredibly  fast rocket 
zoomies!), but then settles in 
and crashes for cuddles and a 
nappy with his peeps.   Homes 

with sturdy children 8 years of age and older will be a 
good fit for this boy  

Kirby, 2 yrs, needs a quiet home. 
He needs   someone who can keep 
him in a single room to start, and 
who has the ability to spend time 
every day sitting with him and 
talking to him, without expecting 
much in return and without taking 
it personally if Kirby hides. We 
can give you tips and advice, but 
we aren’t going to lie- there will be 
work involved. Earning the trust of 
a cat as scared as Kirby is going to 
take time.
There will also be huge rewards 
involved. Kirby is a good boy and a 
sweet loving cat.  Once he understands that he is safe, he is going 
to be an amazing companion. Whoever earns his trust is going 
to be adored. Kirby needs a hero who can see the love behind the 
fear.  Do you want to be his hero?
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$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 4/15/26 03
05
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
Now IN Stock!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-2

Portland Home 
& Hardware

call today!
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation, 
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions 
are held at this time as well; all are welcome. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

The Art of Container Gardening
The Portland Garden Club and Portland 

River Valley Garden Club will hold a program 
entitled “The Art of Container Gardening: De-
signing, Planting, and Maintaining Your Own 
Urban Oasis” on Wednesday, March 25, at 7 
p.m., at the Waverly Center (Senior Center) lo-
cated at 7 Waverly Ave/

In this free in-person presentation, expert 
gardener Mark Gostkiewicz will discuss every-
thing you need to know to create a thriving con-
tainer garden in any space. 

In this workshop, you’ll: learn about differ-
ent types of containers available, and their pros 

and cons; discover the importance of proper soil 
and drainage in container gardening; get tips on 
choosing and caring for plants in a container 
garden; learn how to design and layout your 
container garden for maximum impact; and get 
advice on seasonal considerations and hardi-
ness zones

This event, open to the public, is sponsored 
by The Portland Garden Club and The Portland 
River Valley Garden Club. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

For more information, call Sue at 959-231-
9630.

POCD Surveys, Workshop
All Portland residents recently received a 

large postcard in the mail with the workshop 
and survey information for the Portland Plan 
of Conservation and Development Update, 
and for the Future Downtown Portland and 
Riverfront Masterplan.

The two committees working on these 
plans are interested in feedback, as they said 

they are striving to have both plans reflect 
residents’ priorities and visions. Residents are 
asked to complete the surveys by either using 
the QR codes found on the postcard, or visit-
ing http://bit.ly/4arlcZh

For more information or assistance, con-
tact the Portland planning office at 860-342-
6727. 

Preschool Screening 
Connecticut public schools are responsible 

for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View 
School in Portland will be conducting a pre-
school screening on Friday, March 27, for chil-
dren ages 3 to 4 years. The screening is designed 
to answer any questions or concerns about a 
child’s development as well as identifying chil-
dren who may be eligible for the preschool se-
lection process.  

 During the screening your child will meet 

with members from our preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-
ing cognition, communication, fine and gross 
motor skills, and social interaction. During this 
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s 
adaptive and personal social skills.  

 Following the screening you will receive a let-
ter stating your child’s result. In order for your 
child to attend Valley View preschool program 
they must participate in the screening process. 
Peer role models are determined on a year-to-
year basis. 

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131.  

Town Reveals School Consolidation Plan
By Anne Lilburn

Portland has solidified its plan to consolidate 
and rebuild its public schools, and the town 
plans to have the issue on the ballot for a ref-
erendum vote in May. If approved, Superinten-
dent of Schools Charles Britton said he believed 
it would be “the biggest capital investment that 
the town of Portland has ever made in any-
thing.”

The plan, which differs from the plan resi-
dents voted on at last year’s referendum both in 
what it entails and what it costs, would involve 
Brownstone School being decommissioned. 
Valley View Elementary School would be reno-
vated and expanded into a new school serving 
Pre-K through second grade, and Gildersleeve 
Elementary School would be renovated into a 
new school serving grades three through five. 
The plan would also cover funding to repair the 
roof and replace the HVAC system at the mid-
dle and high schools.

The project would result in school construc-
tion costs totaling $108.7 million, would be off-
set by $66.5 million in state reimbursements. 
The total remaining cost to the town, which 
would be funded by a 25-year bond issue, would 
be $45.2 million, a total which includes bond is-
suance costs.

Britton and First Selectman Mike Pelton said 
that they had worked with experts, including 
David Eisenthal, VP and Fiscal Advisor at Uni-
bank Financial Advisory Service, as well as the 
town’s own tax assessor, to estimate the poten-

tial cost to taxpayers, and arrived at an estimat-
ed increase to the current mil rate of 1.09 mils. 
That means that, on a home with an assessed 
value of $300,000, the total additional property 
tax would be $218/year, or $0.90/day.

The town reached that estimated mil rate 
change by factoring in several key changes that 
they expect to happen over the next few years, 
and which they believe will help offset any mil 
rate increases needed to pay the bond debt 
when it comes due beginning in 2030. The first 
of those changes relates to the school budget: if 
this consolidation plan does proceed, it will re-
sult in a roughly $900,000 savings on the school 
budget, due to the closing of one school and the 
resulting staffing cuts. 

Additionally, as both the Nordic Spa and oc-
cupants of Brainerd Place begin to pay taxes, the 
town expects that it will see an estimated $1.2 
million in new tax revenue. Finally, because the 
town will be done paying on its previous debt is-
suance, in the form of bonds used to finance the 
secondary school projects from over 20 years 
ago, it will have $500,000 more available in its 
budget. Those offsets mean that Pelton and Brit-
ton feel confident in estimating that residents 
will only see their mil rate increase by 1.09 mils.

In return for that relatively small increase, 
Britton said, residents will get a great deal, and 
one that is only possible, he said, due to timing 
that lines up historically high state reimburse-
ment rates for school construction costs, the 

arrival of new development in town, and the 
retirement of the town’s previous debt service.

Board of Education Chair Laurel Steinhauser, 
a Democrat, agreed.

“In the months since the failed referendum in 
November 2024,” she wrote in an email to the 
Rivereast, “we’ve taken a hard look at the feed-
back we heard and put significant work into de-
veloping a proposal that responds to communi-
ty concerns. This consolidation plan is a unique 
opportunity for Portland to make critical school 
facility improvements while streamlining our 
district overhead costs and maximizing avail-
able state funding to keep the project affordable 
for our taxpayers. I’m hopeful our community 
will see the value in this investment in both our 
town and our students.”

Britton added that Portland’s schools were 
badly in need of either renovation or repair, 
and he said that, due to the generous state re-
imbursements, the cost to make repairs would 
only be slightly more affordable than a full reno-
vation. What’s more, repairs would potentially 
require more money over the next decade or 
two for continued maintenance. 

Doing nothing, he said, was not an option.
“We need to do these [renovations] based on 

the absolutely abysmal condition of the schools,” 
said Britton.

He described schools with failing roofs, leak-
ing windows, and heating and cooling systems 
that leave classrooms uncomfortable for both 
teachers and students.

“These are old schools,” he said. “They’re like 
an old house. If you walked into a house that 
was built in 1964 [the year Gildersleeve was 
built] and nobody did any major updates to 
it, or even built in 1991 [the year Gildersleeve 
was expanded], it would smell; it would have a 
musty feel.”

Britton added, “Wax and paint do a lot to hide 
things, but these are old schools,” and said that 
while the district’s teachers did a lot to make 
classrooms feel welcoming and “like home” for 
students despite those challenges, they could 
only do so much. 

“Every 30 years, you must update a house, 
and every 30 years, you must update a school,” 
he said. “It has been over 30 years since any ma-
jor capital investments in these schools have 
been made.”

Britton invited residents to attend one of the 
forums that the district is hosting. The first one, 

at Valley View, took place this past Monday, and 
another, at Gildersleeve, is happening on Mon-
day, March 16. The town is also hosting Q&A 
sessions in Portland Middle School auditorium, 
with live-streaming as well, on March 23, March 
31, and April 6 at 6 p.m.

Some of Portland’s teachers said that they too 
were in support of the proposed consolidation 
plan. Middle school teachers Sue McDougall, 
former president of Portland’s teacher’s union, 
and Alan Stekloff, the current president, both 
taught at Brownstone School in the past. They 
said they heard from many teachers, including 
those at the schools that would be renovated or 
decommissioned, who said they needed better 
spaces to educate students to modern standards. 

“I think people look at the buildings and 
they’re like, all right, they’re done, [but] the 
teaching goes on,” said Stekloff. “I mean, the 
school is the school because the kids and teach-
ers are here, but without the right infrastructure, 
the right building in place, it adds a layer to the 
education that sometimes you can’t overcome.”

He said he had heard complaints from teach-
ers about non-working electrical outlets, HVAC 
issues, air quality issues, and mold in the build-
ings, among other challenges.

“It’s a no brainer that we need a better facility 
that is safe, up to date, secure and [that will] help 
learning for the 21st century,” said McDougall.

“Education is as important a public utility as 
electric, internet, police or anything else,” said 
Britton. “You want high-quality schools be-
cause we need to produce the next generation of 
people to sustain this country in this economy, 
right? If you think education is expensive, try 
ignorance, right? We all benefit from the fact 
that we’re teaching everybody to read in this 
country, to, to be literate, to think critically, to 
have an understanding of history, to know what 
science is, to know how to treat each other, to be 
physically fit.”

“We have to do it,” he added, “because if we 
didn’t do it, we would have nothing. My profes-
sion, as an educator, is the basis on which your 
profession and every other profession is built. “

He pointed out that other towns, including 
Cromwell and Wethersfield, had recently taken 
advantage of the state reimbursements, and en-
couraged Portland residents to do the same.

“We want these schools to be as beautiful as 
the people in them,” he said.

Lions Accepting
Scholarship Applications
The Portland Lions Club is now accepting 

scholarship applications for Portland resident 
students enrolling in a post-high school certifi-
cate or degree program that serves the public in 
some manner. 

 Applications will be accepted from students 
of all academic levels as well as learning chal-
lenges. Portland students can obtain an ap-
plication form from the PHS guidance office 
or through the Portland CT Lions Club email: 
Portlandctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.  

 All applications must be received by April 15 
for consideration. 



NEWS BULLETIN • March 13, 2026	 Page 9

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   
��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   

��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   

��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   
��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   ��������  ����  ������  ��  ����������  ����  ��������������������������  ����  ��������������  

  

��aatt��rr��aa����  ��aarrcchh  ����tthh        ������������  ––  ��������������  

  
������  ��eerr  ��eerrssoonn  

��iicc��eettss  aarree  ��ii��iittee��  ssoo  ����rrcchhaassee  ��oo��rrss  eeaarr����  bb��  ��ssiinngg  tthhee  ffoo����oo��iinngg  
    https://www.eventbrite.com/e/savage-pianos-presents-dueling-pianos-tickets-1984630644683 

��iicc��eettss  ��ii����  bbee  aa��ssoo  bbee  ssoo����  aatt  tthhee  ��oooorr  bbaassee��  oonn  ��ii��iittee��  aa��aaii��aabbii��iitt��  
  

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ccaasshh  ffoorr  ��oo��rr  ssoonngg  rree����eessttss������  
������  ��rroocceeee��ss  ggoo  ttoo  ��rroo��eecctt  ��rraa����aattiioonn  ��������  

                       

presents:   

91 Main Street
Portland

RE 3-13-26

Don’t forget to bring cash for your song requests!!!
All proceeds go to 

Project Graduation 2026.

Tickets will also be sold at the door based on limited availability.

Concert to Benefit
Food Bank

Tony Rome will play a concert to benefit Port-
land Food Bank on Saturday, May 2, at 2 p.m., at 
Concentric Brewing Company, 91 Main St.

Attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable 
food item for the food bank. If you can’t make 
the show, Rome asks that you still donate to the 
food bank.  

St. Mary Palm Cross Sale
St. Mary Ladies Guild is wrapping up its Palm 

Cross sale. These crosses are used to adorn the 
gravesite of a loved one for Easter.  

Cost is $13 each.  Call Guild president Jane 
Klemba at 860-301-3731 to place an order.  

Deadline for orders is March 15. 

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Church Hall.   The afternoon session meets the 
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Rosary Room.  

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Exchange Club Round-
Up for Food Drive 

 The Portland Exchange will be having 
a round-up event at Adams Hometown 
Market for the week starting March 15th.  
Customers will be able to round up their 
purchases, with the round-up amount go-
ing towards the Exchange Club’s annual 
Food Drive in April.

Swing into Summer with Historical Society
As the country celebrates 250 years, the 

Portland Historical Society invites you to 
celebrate one of America’s favorite pastimes 
— baseball — by attending a Hartford Yard 
Goats game at Dunkin’ Park on Sunday, June 
14, at 1:10 p.m. On this day, kids can run the 
bases after the game.

A limited number of tickets to the game 
will be available at a pop-up sale on Sunday, 

March 15, from 2-4 p.m., at the Ruth Cal-
lander House Museum of Portland History, 
492 Main St. Tickets are $20 each and can be 
paid for by cash or check.

Ticket purchases are part of a fundraising 
campaign to rebuild the historic 1841 Gilder-
sleeve Store on the grounds of the museum. 
For further information, contact Babs at 860-
342-4573.

Hop into Spring Festival 
Trinity Church, 345 Main St., will host a “Hop 

into Spring” Festival Saturday, March 28, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The event will feature homemade crafts, 
baked goods, candy, and door prizes. Families 
are invited to enjoy children’s entertainment, 
including a dance party, and a special visit from 
the Easter Bunny, who will be available for pho-
tos with guests of all ages.

POCD Planning Session Brings Residents Together
By Anne Lilburn

Over 30 people gathered at the Portland Senior 
Center last Saturday for the town’s Plan of Con-
servation and Development Public Workshop. 

Residents had the opportunity to share their 
opinions on five different topics in breakout 
sessions, where moderators supported discus-
sions about economic development; housing; 
riverfront and downtown; conservation and 
open space; and infrastructure, town facilities, 
and schools. Residents rotated through all of the 
stations, so that by the time the event was over, 
they had been to each table.

Town planner Dan Bourret, as well as repre-
sentatives from planning firm Tyche, moderated 
each table, helping to jot down residents’ con-
cerns or thoughts on Post-It notes. By the end 

of the morning, hundreds of Post-Its filled the 
tables. Along the way, at each table, community 
members shared their concerns, but also their 
aspirations for Portland, and they also turned 
to each other to discuss challenges, find areas of 
common ground, and work through differences 
of opinion. The room filled with conversational 
banter.

Tyche Senior Planner Jeremy DeCarli, town 
planner Dan Bourret and Tyche Associate Plan-
ner Johneil Clarke summarized some of the 
findings at the sessions, noting residents’ de-
sire for walkable neighborhoods, community 
facilities, investment in public water and sewer 
services, conservation subdivisions, protection 
against overdevelopment, and support for small 

businesses on Main Street, including outdoor 
seating areas outside businesses, among other 
things.

After the breakout sessions, residents re-
turned to the the larger group meeting, where 
DeCarli asked attendees to offer up brief 
thoughts, ideas or phrases about Portland. 

During this large group brainstorming time, 
some people said they hoped to see Portland 
capitalize on its existing recreational amenities. 
One woman mentioned the golf courses and 
marinas that Portland is known for, along with 
newer opportunities like the Nordic Spa that is 
scheduled to open later this year. 

“A recreation destination,” suggested DeCarli, 
which she agreed with.

On a similar topic, some in the crowd said 
they hoped for multi-use trails, with one man 
suggesting a walking trail connecting Brown-
stone School to the Riverfront and others sug-
gesting a connection between the Air Line Trail 
and other areas in town. 

Residents brought up their concerns and 
hopes regarding historic preservation, with one 
pointing out that there is “a lot of history in this 
town,” and DeCarli pointing out the town’s his-
toric district. Another man hoped for town pol-
icies incentivizing the preservation, restoration 
and maintenance of historic buildings, adding 
that he hoped the town could be proactive in 
encouraging that.

On a similar topic, a woman voiced her con-
cerns about development, saying she hoped that 
down could repurpose brownfields so that the 
town was “not expanding its footprint, but in-
creasing how lively we are in this space.” She 
said she wanted to focus on developing brown-
fields, not green fields.

Several in the audience said they hoped that 
the organizers of the session could reach out 
to younger residents, noting the older average 
age of those in attendance. Some suggested go-
ing to the high school to find out what teens 
and young adults hoped for the community, 
while others hoped to reach young parents with 
events where childcare might be provided while 
parents participated in workshops. 

One of the last people to voice their opinion 
from the crowd was a man who said that when 
he thought of Portland, the one word he thought 
of was “home.”

“As soon as I come into town, I feel like I’m 
home,” he said, adding that he meant “not like 
your addresss, but like your home.” He said he 
hoped sessions like this could help him and oth-
ers to figure out “what does home look like?”

DeCarli, along with Bourret and Clarke, said 
that they would be attending upcoming com-
munity events, such as the upcoming Easter Egg 
Hunt. They also encouraged residents to fill out 
the POCD survey, which can be found online at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/portlandpocd.

Brush Pick-Up
The Portland Public Works Department will 

conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday, 
April 6. All brush must be at the curb no later 
than April 5. 

The Highway Department uses a clamshell 
bucket attached to its loader to load piles of 
brush that are too large for workers to load by 
hand. Brush pickup takes approximately one 
month and starts downtown and works to rural 
areas.

Residents are asked to leave enough room for 
the equipment to operate. Place your brush at 
least five feet away from your garbage container 
and other potential obstacles such as mailboxes, 

fences, walls, water meters, telephone connec-
tion boxes and parked vehicles. Avoid placing 
brush under low-hanging tree limbs or power 
lines. Brush will not be collected if it is inacces-
sible.

You can stack your piles of brush end to end 
or on top of one another (not tangled). All brush 
needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (6 to 8 
feet) and limbs must be no larger than 4” in di-
ameter.

Please place only true brush at the curb. Lum-
ber, construction material and/or leaves will not 
be picked up if placed at curbside.

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs
Applications are now available for a $500 

scholarship offered by the Portland Garden 
Clubs. The scholarship will be awarded to a 
graduating high school senior who is a resident 
of Portland and has been accepted at an accred-
ited college or post-secondary school and plans 
to pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, forestry, horticulture, 
land management, landscape design, plant pa-
thology or allied subject. Applicants must have 
a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden 
Club. A review committee will consider the ap-
plicant’s academic record, ability to articulate 
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

Application and letters of recommendations 
need to be submitted to the applicant’s Guid-
ance or Counseling Department or emailed to 
sueanderson06480@aol.com or portlandriver-
valleygc@gmail.com before April 20. 

Spring Senior Mixed Golf 
All seniors from the nine Rivereast towns 

are invited to participate in the Spring Senior 
Mixed Golf League, which will take place Tues-
day mornings, starting May 5, at Portland West 
Golf Course. The league will run eight weeks.

Seniors 55+ play nine holes in a match play 
format with handicaps. All skill levels from be-
ginner to low handicappers are welcome to join. 

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

Soccer Club Spring Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is now accepting 

registrations for the spring soccer season. Trav-
el-Competitive registration will be accepted un-
til March 22. Club-Recreational registration will 
be accepted until April 11, though a late fee of 
$25 applies after March 31.

The PSC will only accept registrations online 
at www.bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub.

For Club Soccer, cost per registrant is $75, 
and the schedule is: Pre-K sessions: 8:45-9:30 
a.m. (Saturday only); Dribbler sessions: 9:15-
10:15 a.m. (Saturday only); Kicker sessions: 
9:15-10:15 a.m. (Saturday Games & Practice 
-Wednesdays)

Dribbler and Kicker divisions will receive 
team shirts.  Pre-K division will receive Team 
shirts and balls.  These will be available for dis-
tribution on Friday, April 17, from 5:45-7 p.m., 
at the recreational complex.

The Club-Recreational program will run 
eight weeks, from April 18-June 13; there is 

no Rec Soccer during Memorial Day weekend 
(May 23rd).  All games will take place at the 
Recreational Complex.

For Travel-Town Soccer, the cost per travel 
registrant is $170 for U9 to U14. 

There are no tryouts planned for the spring 
season.   New participants that did not play in 
the fall season are not guaranteed a spot on a 
spring travel team and will be added based on 
PSC board approval. 

For more information, contact club president 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at 
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or 
registrar Anne Whalen at awhalen34@yahoo.
com or 860-690-3414.
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
And if you’re 55 and like to golf, then reach 

out to Anderson as well, as he’s also putting to-
gether the Spring Senior Mixed Golf League. 
The league will take place Tuesday mornings, 
starting May 5, at Portland West Golf Course. 
It will run for eight weeks.

Folks age 55 and up will play nine holes in 
a match-play format with handicaps. All skill 
levels, from beginner to low handicappers, are 
welcome to join.

* * *
 Do you live in Colchester, East Hampton, 

Portland, or one of the RHAM towns? Okay, 
if you’re reading this then the answer is prob-
ably ‘yes.’ So let’s narrow it down a bit: do you 
live in one of those towns and have a son or 
daughter heading to college in the fall?

If the answer to that is also ‘yes,’ then you 
might be interested in knowing that Carl 
Guild & Associates has officially opened ap-
plications for its 2026 CGA Community 
Scholarship. Seven different $1,000 scholar-
ships will be awarded.

The scholarship is available to high school 
seniors in Portland, East Hampton, Colches-
ter, and the RHAM towns of Hebron, Andover 
and Marlborough. It’s also open to students in 
East Haddam, Glastonbury and Middletown. 

Applications are due April 1, and are avail-
able at www.carlguild.com/scholarship.

For the past eight years, Carl Guild & Asso-
ciates has awarded these scholarships to local 
students, as part of its ongoing commitment 
to the communities it serves.

“We’ve built our business in these towns,” 
said Carl Guild, broker and owner of Carl 
Guild & Associates. “This is our way of giv-
ing back and investing in the next generation. 
There’s no catch and no sales pitch. We simply 
believe in supporting the students, families 
and communities that support us.”

For more information, contact Guild at 

860-813-2275 or carlguild@gmail.com.
* * *

Lastly, the Academy Awards are this Sun-
day, and I’m slightly embarrassed to say that, 
as of this writing, I’ve only seen two of the 
films nominated for Best Picture. But from 
those two, there’s an easy winner.

One Battle After Another, starring Leon-
ardo DiCaprio, is just fantastic. The 2-hour, 
41-minute run time seemed a bit off-putting 
at first, but before long I was on the edge of my 
seat, and the time started to fly by. The tension 
just did not let up. And the movie was funny 
too! I laughed out loud several times. Add in 
terrific performances (including a terrifying, 
captivating turn by Sean Penn), a wonder-
fully suspenseful score, and some beautiful 
cinematography, and you’ve got a film that I 
highly, highly recommend.

The other Best Picture nominee I saw was 
Bugonia and, even if I hadn’t seen any of the 
other nominees, I wouldn’t want the Oscar to 
go this film. It was well-made from a technical 
point of view, and actors Jesse Plemons and 
Emma Stone are excellent as always, but it was 
just…..blah. I felt the film took way too long 
to get where it was going, with a twist pay-
off that didn’t seem worth the incredibly long 
set-up. It just felt like an overly long Twilight 
Zone......right down to the rather ham-fisted 
way it delivered its “message” at the end. 
(Don’t get me wrong, I love Twilight Zone, but 
sometimes Rod Serling could be as subtle as a 
baseball bat.) 

I hope to see one or two more Best Picture 
nominees before Sunday – Sinners is one I’m 
particularly intrigued by – but at least for 
now, I hope the Oscar goes to One Battle After 
Another.

* * *
See you next week.

Exchange Club Offering Scholarship
The Portland Exchange Club is offering its 

John W. Goodrich Memorial Scholarship to a
Portland resident senior who is going on to 

higher education.
Community service is what the Exchange 

Club is all about. The Exchange is looking for 
students to provide the committee with a short 
essay describing their community service and 

its impact on the community. Other secondary 
factors we consider are good academic achieve-
ment and participation in extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

Application forms can be downloaded from 
the Portland Exchange website at www.portlan-
dexchange.org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. 
The deadline for applications is April 18.

Book Collection Day
All are invited to bring your gently-used 

books, DVDs, puzzles and CDs to the Friends 
of the Portland Library Book Collection on 
Saturday, March 21, from 10 a.m.-noon. Volun-
teers will help you bring in your donations at 
the back door of the library, 20 Freestone Ave.  
Donations are tax-deductible and acknowledge-
ment forms will be available.  

Donated items must be in sellable condi-

tion: no dirty, moldy, or items in poor condi-
tion.  Also, the Friends cannot accept textbooks, 
business books, computer books, VHS videos or 
magazines.

Donated items are sold at the Friends Fall 
Book Sale and the ongoing book sale in the li-
brary.  Proceeds from these sales support library 
programming. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is March 23.

AARP Tax Return Preparation:  Wednes-
days through April 8, 9 a.m.-noon. The service 
is free, but an appointment is required. 

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 3/16: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 3/17: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – to donate light fleece for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: Swedish 
meatballs, egg noodles, carrots, chocolate chip 
cookies, string cheese, fruit cup; Coupons for 
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 
5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 3/18: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-
Hooking, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 3/19: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill 
out form). Menu: turkey tetrazzini, roll & butter, 
garden salad & dressing, string cheese, cup of 

pears; Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 
1 p.m.

 	 Friday, 3/20: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free. Monday, March 16: Vet-
eran Benefits Workshop, 9 a.m. Learn about 
programs and services offered to veterans and 
surviving spouses. 

 Monday, March 16: Coffee, Cookies and 
Caregiver Conversation with Athena Home 
Health & Hospice, 11 a.m. This informational 
session is for caregivers and families to learn 
helpful information and get guidance about 
navigating care at home. 

Tuesday, March 17: St. Patrick’s Day party, 
1 p.m. All are invited for good food and good 
music. Fee is $8. 

Monday, March 23: A monthly technology 
workshop will be held at 11 a.m. The topic for 
this session will be end-of-life planning for doc-
uments and digital access.

Wednesday, March 25: Leave at 10 a.m. for a 
shopping trip to Old Saybrook – Walmart, Stop 
& Shop, Marshall’s, Home Goods, Verizon, and 
lunch of choice. Cost is a $5 ride fee; pay for 
your own meal.

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society
The Portland Historical Society is counting 

down the days to its 30th annual Town-Wide 
Tag Sale Day, which will be held (rain or shine) 
Saturday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Due to the anticipated re-construction of the 
1841 Gildersleeve Store, the Historical Society 
will not be holding its own tag sale that directly 
benefits the society. Therefore, the society will 
not be collecting items this year. 

However, on Tag Sale Day the society will 
have a Bake Sale of homemade goodies on the 
porch of the Callander House. Members and 
friends of the society will be baking before Sat-
urday and packaging their specialties for this 
sell-out sale.

Volunteers are needed to make this day a suc-

cess – particularly folks who can spare an hour 
or two on Thursday, May 7 and/or Saturday, 
May 9. Help is needed delivering tag sale poles 
on Thursday after 3 p.m. and collecting poles on 
Saturday after 2:30 p.m. Delivery/pickup works 
best if you work in pairs — a driver and some-
one to jump out of the car to deliver the pole to 
the door along with a bag of supplies. Approxi-
mately 140 poles will need to be delivered on 
Thursday and collected on Saturday. People are 
usually given a batch of 10 poles to deliver — a 
pickup truck, SUV or a vehicle with back seats 
that fold down works well.

For more information about volunteering, 
call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThistory@
gmail.com.

From the Committee on Solidarity
Women, Spring, and the Strength to Stand Together

March holds layered meaning. It is Women’s History Month and the beginning of spring — 
a reminder that renewal is possible, even in uncertain times. 

In 1980, President Jimmy Carter established Women’s History Week by presidential procla-
mation. In 1987, Congress expanded it to the full month of March. The 2026 theme, “Leading 
the Change: Women Shaping a Sustainable Future,” recognizes the leadership and strength 
women continue to provide in shaping resilient communities. 

In Portland, that strength runs deep. The brownstone quarries may have shaped the skyline, 
but women helped anchor the town — running homes and boarding houses, teaching in local 
schools, supporting small businesses, and steadying families through seasons of change. Much 
of their work happened quietly, yet it formed the character of this community. This month in-
vites us to recognize that strength is not always loud; it often shows itself in persistence, coop-
eration, and care. The solidarity we value today grows from that same enduring commitment. 

We saw that same spirit recently when approximately 100 people gathered for “Voices of 
Portland: The Fight for Freedom and Equality from 1776-2026.” Your presence mattered. 
Gathering across generations to reflect on our shared history — and the unfinished work 
ahead — is itself an act of solidarity. It shows us a community willing to engage, to learn, 
and to stand together. We continue to see that same steady strength in neighbors serving at 
the food bank, volunteers coordinating events, community leaders fostering dialogue, young 
people stepping forward with new energy and elders offering wisdom shaped by experience. 
These voices form the fabric that keeps a town connected. 

Solidarity is not about sameness. It is about choosing to listen, to collaborate, and to stand 
together. As spring begins, the invitation is simple: lift up local voices, strengthen community 
ties, and choose resilience. Renewal begins quietly — and it begins with us. 

Committee members welcome residents in person or via Zoom. Visit the town website for 
details. Community strength grows when more of us take part.

Portland Committee on Solidarity 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Easter Egg Hunt: Families with children ages 
1-10 are invited to come to the Portland Recre-
ational Complex on Saturday, March 28, at 11 
a.m. (Rain date is Sunday, March 29, at 2 p.m.) 
Find the golden egg and win a prize. Golden egg 
prizes will be provided by Carl Guild & Associ-
ates.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes with Miss Ali-
cia: Various programs are available for partici-
pants as young as 13 months old.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball: Tuesdays 
through April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. This program is free to Portland 
residents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Portland Sports Hall of Fame: Portland 
Parks and Recreation is partnering with the 
Portland Sports Hall of Fame to accept nomi-
nations for the class of 2026. Nominations can 
be submitted to the Parks and Recreation De-
partment digitally through their website or in-
person at the office located at 265 Main St.

Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to 
lock in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open 
to children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kin-
dergarten, Base Camp is open to children enter-

ing grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to chil-
dren entering grades 7-9.

Slamma Jamma Spring Break Basketball 
Camp: Monday-Friday, April 13-17, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at Portland High School. Open to 
children in grade 3-8.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park: 
Saturday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate 
programs are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – Grades 
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland 
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15 
p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – 
Grades 6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners 
with Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m., 
at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Intermediate 
Players with Gerry: Wednesdays, May 6-June 
3, 6-7 p.m., at Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children 
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet  the first and 
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658. 

Soup and Substance: On Wednesdays during 
Lent, Zion will once again participate in a Soup 
and Substance program together with Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church in East Hampton. Partic-
ipants will meet together at 6 p.m. for a simple 
meal and discussion, alternating between the 
two churches. Dates are: March 18 at Bethle-
hem; and March 25 at Zion.

Lenten Food Bank Collection: Also 
throughout Lent, Zion will collect items for 

Portland Food Bank. Items to be collected in-
clude: March 15 - toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
mouthwash, dental floss; March 22 - deodorant, 
feminine products; March 29 - shaving cream, 
hand lotion, and body lotion; but any items are 
welcome at any time.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

President’s List
Portland residents Maddison Armstrong, 

Laila Coleman, Wyeth Deary and Bethanne 
Vergean made the fall 2025 President’s List 
at Goodwin University in East Hartford. 



NEWS BULLETIN • March 13, 2026	 Page 11

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

THE SNOW IS MELTING...SPRING IS JUST 
AROUND THE BEND! SCHEDULE YOUR 

SPRING VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.

R
E3

-1
3-

26Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 3/31/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check 
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Expert Tesla Service!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Shea Saluted… Robert Shea, the current director of buildings and grounds with the 
Portland School District, was recently honored by the Portland Exchange Club with 
its annual “Salute to Connecticut’s Bravest.”  Throughout his career with the Portland 
Fire Department, where he moved through ranks of firefighter, lieutenant, captain, 
deputy chief, and then chief, holding the longest chief tenure of 20 years. He is shown 
with Salute Committee chairperson Sandie Lavoy.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The deadline is this weekend to apply 

for the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 
(MHVC) annual scholarships. Scholarships 
are awarded to Middlesex County students 
pursuing a career in music or nursing.

Applicants must have been accepted at an 
accredited college or university with one of 
these majors. The Review Committee will 
consider academic record, extracurricular 
and community service activities, the stu-
dent’s ability to articulate his/her career goals 

and the recommendations of the references. 
The scholarships will be paid directly to the 
recipients at the spring concert which will be 
held on Saturday, May 2, at Portland High 
School.

All applications must be postmarked by 
Saturday, March 14, and can be obtained at 
Middlesex County high school guidance of-
fices or by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you 
would like to make a donation to the scholar-
ship fund, visit the website.

AARP Tax Return Prep
AARP Tax Return Preparation will be avail-

able by appointment every Wednesday through 
April 8 at the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 
7 Waverly Ave. This service is free and open to 
everyone, not only to senior citizens. 

Bring your tax return from last year, an ID, 
and your Social Security card if you have one. 
Additionally, fill out and bring form 13614-C 
to your appointment – copies of this form are 

available for pickup at the senior center. Make 
sure you have all your paperwork before sched-
uling your appointment. All appointments are 
on Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 

If there is inclement weather conditions and 
Portland schools are closed, you will be contact-
ed to reschedule. Call 860-342-6761 to schedule 
your appointment. 

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th 

Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at 
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9 
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will 
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of 
2026’s Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-
mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, 

Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Marc Coman, Amy 
Dooley Lockmer, Richard Kearney, Laura Kl-
emba, Richard Pawoiczik, Mark Pierini, Frank 
Sanchez, Thomas Savage, Cameo Thorne Smith, 
or Kevin Tolman is asked to email Mary Linda 
Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com or 
message her on Facebook: Portland high class 
76.

Classmates can also verify current contact 
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz. 

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, April 3, for Good Friday.

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held or if the library 
is open.

Children’s Programs: Celebrating Women 
in History: Thursday, March 26, 3:30 p.m., for 
grades K-5. Learn about some of the contribu-
tions American women have made to history 
in areas such as art, science and transportation 
– and then participate in projects recognizing 
each. 

Family Craft Night: Leprechaun Traps: 
Monday, March 16, 6:30 p.m. Use library sup-
plies and your imagination to design your own 
leprechaun trap. The library will have a variety 
of items to choose from, including craft sticks, 
boxes, pipe cleaners, moss, and more. This ac-

tivity has steps that are appropriate for all ages, 
but a parent or guardian must be with children 
to help with supervision. 

Teen Program: Spring Egg Hunt and Peeps 
Houses: Monday, March 30, 3:30 p.m. Come to 
the Town Green (weather pending) for a com-
petitive teen egg hunt and then use the items 
found in your eggs to make a gingerbread house 
for a marshmallow Peep. In case of inclement 
weather, the program will move inside to the li-
brary’s Wagner Room and teens will only make 
marshmallow Peep houses. 

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit – Youth Art 
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in 
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit 
runs through April 18.

From Liberty to Legacy – Exploring Ameri-
can Ideals in the Musicals 1776 and Hamilton: 
Thursday, March 26, 6 p.m. These two American 
musicals tell the story of the founding of the na-
tion. Michael Langlois will look at these revolu-
tionary musicals and their contrasting visions of 
an American society at a crossroads. Note: this 
lecture features video clips from the two musi-
cals. This event is part of the library’s celebration 
of America 250. Registration is requested.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, March 17, 1 p.m. Killers of a Certain 
Age by Deanna Raybourn will be discussed. 1st 
Thursday Night Book Club: Thursday, April 
2, 6:30 p.m. True Biz by Sara Novic will be dis-
cussed. Talk About Books: Tuesday, April 7, 1 
p.m. James by Percival Everett will be discussed.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

This Sunday, March 15, is Celtic Sunday, and 
Cooke will preach on the topic “Book of Kells.”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary-aged children 
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-
vated classroom, and the middle school class 

will meet in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K chil-
dren will enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate 
lesson.

All are invited to a Portland Butterfly Presen-
tation on Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 a.m. Beau 
Doherty will share information about the 35+ 
butterfly species found in this area. 

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Register Now for Town-Wide Tag Sale
The Portland Historical Society’s 30th an-

nual Town-Wide Tag Sale will be on Saturday, 
May 9 — rain or shine. Publicized widely and 
with shoppers visiting from all over the state, 
the Town-Wide Tag Sale can be a fundraiser for 
you, your family or for an organization or busi-
ness.

Online registration and payment for tag sales 
is now open. Visit the Society’s website (www.
PortlandHistSoc.com) and click on the link (the 
big yellow banner) to register — just follow the 
instructions online. To complete a paper regis-
tration form that can be mailed, visit the Soci-
ety’s website. Download and complete the form 
and mail to P.O. Box 98 with payment. Paper 

registrations are available starting this weekend 
in the barrel on the front porch of 492 Main St.

The donation to the society for a spot on the 
Tag Sale Map is $20 until March 31; after that 
date it will be $25, and registration will close 
Sunday, April 26. Portland residents who sign 
up will be assigned a spot on the society’s of-
ficial Tag Sale Map issued for that day listing the 
sale locations and types of items featured at each 
one.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to 
maintain the museum and to further the mis-
sion to collect, preserve and share Portland’s 
history.
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Cunningham Connects CT After Dark
By Toriana Williams

On Saturday nights, while most people are 
winding down or asleep, Morgan Cunningham 
is keeping the airwaves alive with conversation, 
connection and thought-provoking dialogue. 
Cunningham, Andover native and a news an-
chor and talk show host at WTIC NewsTalk 
1080, recently launched a new program called 
Nighttime Neighbors, aimed at building a com-
munity for those awake after dark.

Cunningham said the show “is a way to ex-
tend a hand to a nighttime community of truck-
ers, shift-workers, insomniacs, loners, shut-ins 
and anyone else who is looking for talk that 
engages, entertains, educates and even inspires,” 
Cunningham wrote as a description of the show.

The show airs live Saturday nights from 9 
p.m. to midnight and combines Cunningham’s 
monologues with open phone lines, encourag-
ing listeners to participate in a wide-ranging 
conversation that blends curiosity, philosophy, 
history and creativity.

Cunningham’s path to late-night radio began 
in childhood. Growing up as an only child in 
the woods of Andover, he said, “I love radio, and 
I’ve been in love with radio for a very long time.” 
He recalled that as a young boy he became fas-
cinated with the medium. He enjoyed calling 
radio stations to request songs or discuss top-
ics, and what started as a hobby eventually grew 
into a full-fledged career.

Over the years, Cunningham has built a ca-
reer in radio that spans decades. He has been 
working at WTIC for nearly 10 years and also 
hosts a daytime show, Spotlight Connecticut, 
which was nominated in 2025 for a Connecticut 
Broadcasters Association award. The combina-

tion of personal experience and professional 
success led Cunningham to identify a niche for 
late-night talk radio. 

The timing of the show’s creation was influ-
enced by said combination. Cunningham not-
ed that a nightclub he frequented with friends 
closed in 2025, freeing up his Saturday nights. 
Simultaneously, his daytime show recognition 
prompted him to request “an expanded plat-
form” from his bosses. 

“I wanted to do more talk radio, but I didn’t 
know quite what that would look like,” he said. 
“And I really wanted to do something at night 
because now my Saturday nights were mostly 
open again.”

Cunningham carefully designed Nighttime 
Neighbors to create a space for meaningful hu-
man connection. Unlike typical daytime talk 
radio, which often emphasizes rapid-fire news, 
weather and commercials, Cunningham’s late-
night audience is more attentive and engaged. 

“In the morning, talk radio stations are very 
rush, rush, rush. But at night, this audience is 
much slower,” Cunningham shared.

The show’s format blends prepared mono-
logues with open phone lines, fostering a spon-
taneous and sometimes surprising discussions. 

Cunningham said, “I come up with some top-
ics or big picture questions, and I go into my 
own analysis, or I talk about my experiences re-
lated to that kind of topic.” 

These monologues serve as conversation 
starters, with listeners frequently steering dis-
cussions in new directions.

Audience engagement has exceeded Cun-
ningham’s expectations. 

“I didn’t know if I would get a single caller,” 
he said. “I didn’t know if the … callers would be 
receptive. ... And that first night, I was flooded 
with calls.” 

Callers hailed not only from Connecticut but 
also neighboring states including New Hamp-
shire, Vermont and Pennsylvania, demonstrat-
ing the show’s broad reach and appeal. Listeners 
ranged in age and circumstances, from fellow 
29-year-olds to older individuals on dialysis 
who are otherwise isolated in their homes.

Cunningham’s show also intentionally coun-
ters a trend he has noticed toward an overreli-
ance on technology and artificial intelligence.

“You hear about social media and these tech-
nologies, AI, that’s supposed to better connect 
us. Well, they’re really tools, but I feel that, 
and from my own experience ... they’ve caused 
plenty of disconnection as well,” he said. “When 
it comes to thinking and expressing yourself, 
you need a human element there. And my talk 
show’s combating that through old school talk 
radio.”

Looking ahead, Cunningham hopes to ex-
pand Nighttime Neighbors beyond the radio 
waves. He is considering hosting in-person 
meetups for listeners, inspired by a recent talk 
he gave at the Andover Public Library.

Ultimately, Cunningham wants listeners to 
feel a sense of belonging and engagement. 

“I hope that they feel welcome,” he said. “I 
hope that they feel that they found a place where 
they can feel safe, where they can have fun … 
where they could think freely, openly and where 
they can feel that they can share that.”

With Nighttime Neighbors, Cunningham has 
crafted more than a late-night radio program; 
he has created a community where curiosity, 
conversation and connection thrive. For those 
awake when the world sleeps, Cunningham’s 
show offers a rare combination of humanity, 
engagement and thoughtful dialogue in an in-
creasingly digital and impersonal world.

Listeners can tune into Nighttime Neighbors 
on WTIC 1030, WTIC.com or on the Audacy 
or iHeart Radio apps.

Scholarship Opportunity
The East Hartford Garden Club has an-

nounced the availability of one $1,000 schol-
arship to any full- or part-time student who is 
a resident of Andover and is majoring in hor-
ticulture, floriculture, landscape design, con-
servation, forestry, environmental concerns, 
botany and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coven-
try, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glastonbury, 

Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storr and 
Windsor Locks are also eligible for the schol-
arship.

Applications with the submittal instruc-
tions are available at the guidance depart-
ment of the attending school. All completed 
applications must be received by April 1 to be 
considered.

Caregiver Support Group to Meet
The Andover Caregivers Support Group will 

meet on Thursday, March 26, at 7 p.m., at the 
Andover Public Library on Route 6. The meet-
ing will run for one hour.

The public is invited to attend and hear from 
guest speaker Sara Elliott-Caratasios – author, 
social worker, and senior services administra-
tor/municipal agent for the Town of Portland.

Elliott-Caratasios’ personal journey caring 
for her parents and in-laws while raising her 
four children inspired her book, When Love Be-
comes Care: Real Talk for the Sandwich Genera-
tion. Her work explores the emotional, physical, 
and spiritual realities of caregiving, especially 
for those balancing the needs of aging parents 
and growing children.

Her memoir and guidebook offer insight, 
honesty, and support for anyone navigating the 
challenges of being a caregiver.

The meeting will conclude with its usual 
“Show and Tell” segment, where participants are 
encouraged to share handy tips, tools, or gad-

gets that assist in caregiving.
The meeting provides a safe and welcoming 

space for individuals who are navigating the 
challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring for 
loved ones.

Caregiving can be a demanding journey, of-
ten accompanied by exhaustion, isolation, fear, 
and stress. This support group is designed to 
bring together individuals who are traveling 
the same road, offering a space to share experi-
ences, learn about resources, and connect with 
others who understand firsthand the challenges 
of caregiving. 

Whether you have recently stepped into the 
role of caregiver or have been providing care for 
years, this group aims to foster a sense of com-
munity, reassurance, and encouragement. 

Join us as we build a network of support, 
strength, and shared wisdom. For more infor-
mation, please contact co-host Dianne Grenier 
at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at 860-916-
6122.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Cen-

ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m.-noon. The lounge is open for cards, games 
and puzzles anytime, and coffee is always on. All 
are welcome. For all senior-related events, call 
Director Tess Grous at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the 
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library. 
To receive the newsletter by email each month 
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305. 

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking 
instructors and other volunteers with special 
talents willing to share with the community. 
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop 
by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end 
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Knit-
ting, trips to the library and the food pantry, 
Open Sew & Stitch, Chair Yoga, and more, see 
the monthly newsletter. Transportation is avail-
able.

Special Upcoming Events: Introduction to 
Tai Chi and Qigong: Tuesday, March 31, 5:45 
p.m. Through gentle, flowing movements & 
mindful breathing, you’ll improve balance, flex-
ibility, & overall well-being. Perfect for all levels. 
Call the center to register.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop 
Willimantic 3/24, and Manchester on 3/17 and 
3/31. Transportation is available. 

Cardio Drumming: Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
Free. 

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesday, 3/18, 
3 p.m. Cost is $18 per class or $35 for both. The 
theme for March is watercolor ski masks. This 
class is for all skill levels. Space is limited. Sup-
plies are provided. To sign up, call 860-742-7305 
x4510.

Senior Art Class with Kim: Thursday, March 
19, 10-11 a.m., $8. The theme is Coffee and 
Teacups. This class is perfect for all skill levels. 
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To sign 
up, call 860-742-7305 x4510.

Lunch at the Firehouse: Wednesday, March 
25, noon. The fire department is hosting lunch 
and Bingo at the Firehouse. Transportation is 
available. Registration is required; call the cen-
ter.

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, March 26, 2 p.m. 
The P.A.L. (People Across Lifetimes) program 
brings senior residents and Andover Elemen-
tary kindergarten students together to share 
lunch, laughter, and activities like being Pen 
Pals. Call the center to join or for more infor-
mation.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, March 27, 2 
p.m.. This free study group is based on Travel in 
Time in Connecticut, by local author and teach-
er Dan Blanchard. This is an intergenerational 
partnership with Andover Elementary School. 
Students and Seniors will be working on stories 
and interviews. Call the center to join or for 
more information.

Casino Trip: Friday, March 27, 10 a.m. Hop 
on the bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus 
will return at 3 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve 
a seat, call 860-498-2326.

Learn CPR
All are invited to learn CPR Sunday, March 

15, from 10 a.m.-noon at the Andover Volun-
teer Fire Department.

This Heartsaver CPR class cost is $20 and 
includes use of training materials, CPR/AED/
Choking for adults/child/infant and 2-year cer-
tification from the American Heart Association. 

Registration is required. Call Mindy Hegener 
at 860-706-3074.

Scholarship Available
for Local Students

Andover Elementary School is now taking 
applications for the Andover Education Asso-
ciation and the Andover PTA Annual Schol-
arship, which is being offered to any Andover 
student.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339.

Application deadline is May 1. 

ASCT Looking
for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) com-
mittee is looking for a person to join their meet-
ings who is interested in continuing to make 
Andover a Sustainable town. Currently, the 
committee is working on attaining Silver Cer-
tification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday 
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in 
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

Sheena the Therapy Dog
All are invited to come visit Sheena the Ther-

apy Dog at Andover Library on Saturday, March 
14, from 11 a.m.-noon. 

Sheena, Queen of the Jungle, will be at the 
library, 355 Route 6, with her handler, Ando-
ver Friends of the Library member, Dr. Jenifer 
Nadeau. Come read to Sheena or just visit her!

Easter Plant, Bake Sale
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department will 

hold its annual Easter Plant Sale and Bake Sale 
Thursday, April 2, through Saturday, April 4, 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., on Easter Sunday, April 5, 
from 10 a.m.-noon, at the firehouse on School 
Road. 

There will be many plants to choose from – 
including lilies, tulips, hyacinths, hydrangeas, 
daffodils, spring baskets, pansies and more – as 
well as various tasty treats.

Library Friends Offer 
Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library group 
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover 
high school senior. Applications are due May 
1, and are available at the guidance office at 
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public Li-
brary, 355 Route 6, and on the town website at 
tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off 
at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school, 
use the scholarship to further their education, 
and hold a valid Andover library card. 

For more information call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Andover Egg Grab!
The Andover Recreation Commission 

is sponsoring its annual Egg Grab on Sat-
urday, March 28, beginning promptly at 
1 p.m. The event is held outdoors behind 
Andover Elementary School; in case of in-
clement weather, it will be moved inside. 

Children 12 and under are welcome to 
attend and will be separated into appropri-
ate age groups to hunt for plastic eggs filled 
with treats.

Please bring your own bag or basket to 
collect the eggs.

Items Needed
for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program 
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 8, to raise funds for equipment 
and other program needs. 

If you would like to donate a gift certifi-
cate or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at 
860-989-6988.   

Church Tag Sale
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6 in Andover, will hold a Tag Sale on Saturday, 
March 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; a bag sale will 
be from 2-3 p.m. 

The church will accept donations for this sale 
starting Thursday, March 19, and continuing 
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. daily until March 26. 

For more details, call the church at 860-742-
7696 and leave a message with your contact in-
formation. 

Pancake Breakfast
Andover Volunteer Fire Department 

will host a pancake breakfast Saturday, 
April 4, from 8-10 a.m., at the firehouse 
on School Road.

All-you-can-eat pancakes will be 
served with sausage, juice and coffee. 

Admission is $10 for adults and $8 for 
seniors and kids. 
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Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2026-27 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on 
or before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact 
the school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a 

registration packet or access it at www.ando-
verelementaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child at-
tend an alternative kindergarten, not attend 
school until the following year, or who will 
be home-schooling are asked to inform the 
school of this decision.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Easter Services: Palm Sunday, March 29, 10 

a.m.; Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7 p.m.; Easter 
Sunrise Service, April 5 at 6:15 a.m. at Siismet 
Farm, 79 Boston Hill Rd. Easter Service, April 
5 at 10 a.m. 

Bingo & Basket
Raffle Night

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 
6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle Night on 
Friday, March 20, starting with dinner at 5:30 
p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Admission is $15, and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
with questions. 

				  

Preschool Openings
Andover Elementary School Early Learning 

Center is accepting applications for preschool 
students for the 2026-27 school year. Andover’s 
preschool program is full day. Before and after-
school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 
31, 2026, are eligible to attend at the start of the 
year. 

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition 
rates from two state grants: Early Start CT and 
the Smart Start Grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or 
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet. You may also down-
load one from www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Community Garden
Offering Plots 

The Andover Community Garden Commit-
tee is offering plots, free of charge, to any inter-
ested Andover residents who would like to have 
their own garden space. 

Garden beds being offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Gardeners will be responsible 
for planting, watering and caring for their desig-
nated beds during the growing season. Garden-
ers should plan for end-of-season bed cleanup 
as well.  

To request a garden plot for 2026, volunteer, 
or ask any questions, contact the committee on 
its Facebook page: Andover CT Community 
Garden, or email gardenandovercommunity@
gmail.com. 

sations were growing heated on Facebook, the 
council sought advice from the town attorney 
after a council member became aware that the 
WPCA might be able to acquire the parcel on its 
own, without an in-person town meeting vote.

In his decision, the town attorney, Richard 
Carella, wrote that the town meeting vote “is 
neither legally required, nor appropriate, for the 
Town WPCA / Joint Facilities to purchase the 
property at 292 West High Street for the con-
struction or operation of the sewerage system.”

As a result, the council announced a special 
Town Council meeting for Monday night to 
decide whether or not, in light of the attorney’s 
decision, to cancel that vote, but the situation 
became confusing for residents when that meet-
ing was canceled and rescheduled for Tuesday 
morning. On Facebook, speculation ran ram-
pant that the town was deliberately changing 
the time to make it harder for working people to 
attend, but the reason turned out to seemingly 
be far more benign. 

At the Tuesday morning meeting, Cox ex-
plained that the reason for the necessary meet-
ing change was to comply with state law, which 
requires the town to provide 24 hours’ notice of 
a special meeting, “excluding weekends, holi-
days, and days on which the office of the Secre-
tary of the State or municipal clerk, as the case 
may be, is closed.” Because he had not factored 
in the weekend, the town moved the meeting 
to the earliest possible time that would comply 
with that state statute, at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday.

At the morning meeting, the council strug-
gled to conduct business, with public comments 
and shouting from the audience cutting into the 
agenda items. Members of the public voiced op-
position to the biosolids plant, but also called 
for the firing of WPCA Public Utilities Admin-
istrator Anthony DeSimone, after a video of a 
public WPCA meeting where he and others 
made jokes about odors from a local pig farm 
circulated on Facebook. At this and also the 
later nighttime meeting, residents also alleged 
professional impropriety on DeSimone’s part, 
suggesting that he worked behind the scenes 
to negotiate out of the public eye with Griffin 
Residuals.

At the evening meeting, the council broke 
with its traditional agenda protocol and put 
public comments at the start of the meeting. 
Members of the public took turns speaking di-
rectly to the council for two hours and 43 min-
utes before the remainder of the meeting pro-
ceeded. 

Along the way, community members, one af-
ter another, strongly opposed the biosolids fa-
cility, with one referring to it as a “turd oven,” 
and criticized what they said was improper be-
havior of town officials. In addition to DeSim-
one, public speakers called for the firing also 
Cox, particularly after Cox clarified that he was 
responsible for the hiring and firing of all town 

employees, with the exception of himself.
Many yelled at council members, with some 

making personal and pointed attacks, and on 
more than one occasion, a member of the pub-
lic walked down the aisle towards the council, 
shouting, before being gently urged out of the 
room by concerned friends or acquaintances.

Robert Baer, whose family owns the pig farm 
that was joked about in the WPCA meeting, 
shouted at the earlier meeting, “What are you 
guys gonna do?” 

“What’s going to be done?” he demanded lat-
er that night. “We’re here!” he shouted. “What 
are you gonna do?”

Baer demanded that the town take action 
against DeSimone, and asked the council to 
“have my back,” reminding them that he had 
known many of them a long time.

At one point, someone in the crowd men-
tioned a letter of intent indicating a potential 
agreement between the town and Griffin Re-
siduals that council members, including council 
chair Dean Markham, a Democrat, said he had 
not seen before, and which audience members 
had struggled to find on the town website.

 After the meeting, Markham indicated that 
he was concerned by the letter of intent, add-
ing that he and council member Ted Hintz, a 
Republican, had “come to some consensus on 
working together” with regards to answering 
questions about that letter of intent and any 
other town dealings with the biosolids facility 
that may have been previously unknown to the 
public.

At the end of the meeting, the council de-
cided to schedule a special meeting for Thurs-
day evening, which will occur after this pa-
per’s Wednesday press time. Council members 
planned to discuss, among other things, issues 
related to the WPCA. 

Despite the contentious turn that the meet-
ing took, some council members chose to look 
on the positive side, with both Richard Knotek, 
a Democrat, and Joelyn Leon, also a Democrat, 
indicating that they saw the meeting as a good 
chance for the townspeople to vocally share 
their opinions and engage with public govern-
ment. 

Leon, for one, said she hoped the experience 
would motivate more people to get involved and 
be aware of what is happening in their local gov-
ernment.

“I wish more wish more townspeople, resi-
dents, would come out to our meetings, so we 
could collaborate together,” she said. “When 
we’re all talking, that’s … when we end up with 
results that are best for the town and the com-
munity, and so I appreciate the conversation 
that took place [Tuesday], I appreciate the col-
laboration that took place on the council itself 
among all of us, and I hope that that can con-
tinue in the future. 
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Ronald Ebrecht, artist in residence and university organist emeritus at Wesleyan 
University, will perform a concert on the historic Appleton organ Sunday, May 17, at 
4 p.m., at Second Congregational Church of Middle Haddam.

Special Concert to Celebrate America
On Sunday, May 17, at 4 p.m., a special 

concert on the historic Appleton organ will 
be played at Second Congregational Church 
of Middle Haddam, in honor of the country’s 
250th anniversary. 

Performed by Ronald Ebrecht, artist in resi-
dence and university organist emeritus at Wes-
leyan University, the concert features a program 
spanning the lifetime of the Appleton and the 
breadth of American secular organ music in-
cluding rags, jazz, blues and folk song. 

Ebrecht has been lauded on four continents 
since his first international appearance at Notre 
Dame de Paris in 1976 for the American bicen-

tennial. He was twice presented in recital on 
the 1830 Appleton organ enshrined at the Met-
ropolitan Museum in New York City and will 
explore the tonal resources of its older sister in 
Middle Haddam built in 1827 during the May 
17th event. 

Second Congregational Church of Middle 
Haddam is located at 52 Middle Haddam Rd. 
in the historic village of Middle Haddam, and 
is handicapped accessible. Free parking will 
be available along High Point Road across the 
street from and donations will be accepted dur-
ing the concert.

Call 860-993-5311 for more information.

Belltown Garden Club 
Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is again offering 
a scholarship, available to high school seniors 
who reside in East Hampton. 

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the 
State of Connecticut, and must use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited school. The 
school may be a 4- or 5-year college or univer-
sity, a community college, a trade school or a 
commercial school. 

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior, with preferences given 
to a student who intends to major in sciences or 
education related to the earth. Related fields of 
study will be considered. Financial need could 
be part of the decision. 

Applications are due by May 1, and are avail-
able through the guidance department at EHHS.

Library Friends
Offer Scholarship

 The Friends of the East Hampton Public 
Library is offering a scholarship, available to 
any East Hampton resident who is currently 
in his or her senior year of high school. 

The student should intend to continue his 
or her post-secondary education in a formal 
manner, such as college, trade school, or a 
certificate program. The applicant should 
have had some involvement with a library 
that has positively impacted his or her life. 

For applications, visit easthamptonpub-
liclibrary.org/friends-of-the-library-schol-
arship-application, or pick up a hard copy 
at the library or through your school’s guid-
ance office. 

Submit your completed application form 
by April 10.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

PTO Meets Monthly
All are invited to attend the monthly East 

Hampton Elementary PTO meetings. Meetings 
are on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., and childcare is 
provided. The remaining schedule for the 2025-
26 school year is:

3/16, Memorial School; 4/20, Center School; 
5/18, Memorial School. 

More members are always needed, whether 
it’s helping with decorations for celebrations 
such as dances or stepping up ceremonies, orga-
nizing fundraisers, volunteering at events, sup-
porting our teachers, staff and admin or sharing 
ideas and making change. 

There is no need to sign up; just come when 
you can.
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

Troop 57 Bottle Drive
Troop 57 is having its next bottle drive Sat-

urday, March 21.  Bring clean cans, plastics and 
glass to the American Distilling parking lot (31 
East High St., Route 66) from 9 a.m. to noon.  
Since Connecticut charges 10 cents on soda, 
beer, water, tea, kombucha, and juice, all of 
these clean containers can be dropped off.

 Connecticut doesn’t accept pay us for milk 
containers, or containers of dairy products, 
wine and hard liquor, so Troop 57 doesn’t ac-
cept them.  

For more information, call Annette Kowalc-
zyk at 860-267-2962.

RTC Offering
Scholarship

The East Hampton Republican Town 
Committee is offering a $500 scholarship 
to an East Hampton resident planning to 
pursue a career in a trade and graduating 
in 2026. 

This award is open to any graduating stu-
dent from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or 
Vinal high schools, or homeschooled East 
Hampton residents. Applications are avail-
able from the guidance department in the 
schools. 

Deadline for submission of applications 
is May 15.

Po’s to Support TANGO2 Research 
Po’s Rice and Spice will donate a portion 

of its proceeds on Thursday, March 26, to the 
TANGO2 Research Foundation. This applies to 
all in-house dining, takeout orders, delivery and 
gift card sales. 

Po’s is located at 97 Main St. and is open for 
lunch from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and for dinner from 
4-9 p.m. 

The TANGO2 Research Foundation was cre-

ated in 2018 by Kasha and Mike Morris, long-
time East Hampton residents, after their son 
Ryan was diagnosed with TANGO2 Deficiency 
Disorder (TDD). The foundation has made 
progress in funding research that has led to not 
only more insights about TDD, but also a treat-
ment involving B-vitamin supplementation. 
The foundation now represents more than 300 
families across 35 countries. 

Belltown Drama Club Presents Mamma Mia!
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton High School’s Drama Club is 
presenting Mamma Mia! this weekend, and ev-
eryone involved in the production is excited for 
a fun-filled weekend of singing and dancing.

Mamma Mia! director and East Hampton 
Middle School teacher Rachel Mansfield said 
she and producer Karen Moore chose Mamma 
Mia! this year because they were looking for 
something fun and playful. The year before, the 
school had put on Newsies, which is set during 
the 1899 newsboys’ strike in New York City. This 
year, she said, they wanted something that was 
the “polar opposite” of that. She said Mamma 
Mia!, which is based on the songs of the 1970s 
Swedish pop band ABBA, was just that.

“[It] is just two and a half hours of a dance 
party on stage,” she said.

Mansfield said she liked to give students a 
“wide range” of shows in their high school the-
atre career, and said that “this is just pure musi-
cal theater, and a comedy, where Newsies was 
more of a drama.”

She added that she loved the musical’s mes-
sage, which she said was “about appreciating 
the people around you and the love you have, 
whether it’s your chosen family or your given 
family.”

Two of the main roles, Donna and Harry, are 
both played by sophomores this year. Taylor 
Dudek plays Donna, while Eli Kloepfer plays 
Harry. Both said they had been involved with 
theater since a young age, with Dudek saying 
she started when she was nine and Kloepfer 
saying he began performing on stage as a kin-
dergartner.

Dudek said she was “very excited,” and is 
looking forward to performing “The Winner 
Takes It All.” That song, she said, is what got her 
excited about auditioning.

“I watched the movie the day after I figured 
out what the musical was, and I fell in love with 
the song,” she said, adding that she believed 
that her audition with that song was what really 
impressed musical director and East Hampton 
Middle School teacher Chris Briggs.

Kloepfer said that he was happy he got cast in 
the role of Harry.

“I like that he kind of evolves over the show,” 
he said. “Like, he starts out really shy and then 
by the end he’s really flamboyant and exciting, 
so I really like that he gets to have that change.” 

Kloepfer said that he enjoyed performing the 
song, “Thank You for the Music,” because he 
had learned guitar to be able to play it on stage 

as part of his performance.
Briggs, the musical director, said that the fa-

miliar songs of Mamma Mia! can actually prove 
challenging on stage.

“There’s a lot of ensemble music in this show,” 
he said, “and its deceptively difficult because 
there’s a lot of harmonies and a lot of times 
where the whole cast is singing.”

Mansfield agreed.
“There’s a lot of intricate three-part harmo-

nies,” she said, “especially among the three lead-
ing ladies, that we are just super lucky that we 
have three incredibly talented girls playing our 
dynamos in the show.”

Briggs, who also serves as the technical direc-
tor for the production, said another part of the 
production that involved some hard work was 
building the set, which involved two levels to 
accommodate the large on-stage cast. Luckily, 
he said, many in the community came out to 
help. He said they posted on Facebook and held 
two big, eight-hour build days one weekend, 
with roughly 20 people coming to help. 

“A lot of people showed up, tools in hand,” he 
said, “and they just said what can I do?” 

Mansfield said she wanted to call attention 

to her technical crew as well, including lighting 
designer Angel Rodriguez and stage manager 
Frank Barry, both seniors. 

“I will say, the cast is phenomenal and so tal-
ented,” she said, “but the crew has worked really 
hard and I am incredibly proud of their work as 
well. They are such a huge part of making this 
happen, and they’ve made it so easy.” 

“Once the show is up and running,” she add-
ed, “it is basically a student run production, 
which I think is incredible.”

Briggs said he was proud of the students. 
“These kids are putting on a full Broadway 

musical in eight weeks of rehearsal time,” he 
said, “which is just — it’s insane that they can do 
this after school.

“They’re creating this piece of art that will 
really only exist for this weekend,” he said, and 
encouraged people to come support them.

Mamma Mia! will be presented at East 
Hampton High School Friday, March 13, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, March 14, at 2 p.m. or 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, March 15, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 
for adults, $15 for seniors and $10 for students, 
and can be purchased at online at belltowndra-
ma.ludus.com.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for 
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May 
1. Scholarships are available for families with 
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and 
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s 
camp combines professional-level training 
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building 
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage 
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. Afternoons 
are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s main-
stage production.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s 
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as 
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a 
rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a 

magical snowman to find her estranged sister, 
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers 
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-
ter. Performances will take place July 23–25 at 
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the 
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In 
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event,” a 
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to 
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may 
audition in advance, auditions are not required 
to participate. Those who choose not to audi-
tion will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA 
also offers valuable behind-the-scenes training, 
with many campers gaining hands-on experi-
ence as members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

Accepting Entries for Art Contests
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Aux-

iliary 5095 is now accepting entries for its 
annual 2025-26 Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art and 3-Dimensional Patriotic 
Art scholarship competitions. These scholar-
ships are designed to recognize young artists 
in grades 9 to 12, encourage patriotism, and 
assist students who wish to further their edu-
cation.

For contest eligibility and rules, as well as 
additional information, visit the library, the 
Post Home, or vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
young-american-creative-patriotic-art-con-
test. Student entries must be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

The deadline for both contests is March 31.

Bingo Fundraiser
All are invited to come for bingo and re-

freshments on Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 
a.m., at Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church, as a fundraiser for Heifer Interna-
tional. The church is located at 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd. in Haddam Neck. 

Heifer International is a global anti-hun-
ger initiative that provides communities 
with the tools and resources they need to 
thrive. 

This event immediately follows the 10:30 
a.m. worship service in the Parish House. 
Donations are accepted to play and eat. 
Small prizes awarded. 
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“Life is too short to drink
bad beer raise your glass

and let’s toast!”—Unknown

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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-1
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23

Kindergarten Registration and Screening Dates
Memorial Elementary School is accepting 

applications for all children eligible to enter 
kindergarten in September.

Per legislation, any child who is five years 
old on or before Sept. 1 is eligible to register 
for Memorial’s kindergarten program. If your 
child will not be 5 by this date but will be 5 by 
Jan. 1, 2027, and you would like them to at-
tend kindergarten in the 2026-27 school year, 
you must submit a request for early entry by 
March 15.

Registration packets are now available in 
the Memorial School lobby, at the East Hamp-
ton Public Library, and on the EHPS website 
at www.easthamptonps.org. Completed regis-
tration forms are due to the Memorial School 
office by Friday, March 13, along with a full-
size copy of the child’s birth certificate and 
proof of residency in East Hampton. In ad-
dition, a current CT Health Assessment form 

must be on file with the school nurse’s office 
by Friday, Aug. 7. Students may not begin kin-
dergarten until current vaccination records 
have been submitted.

Once all completed registration paperwork 
is returned to Memorial, you will be con-
tacted to schedule a screening appointment 
for your child. The following dates have been 
reserved for screening appointments: Tues-
day, April 21; Friday, April 24; and Monday, 
April 27. Appointments will be scheduled for 
half-hour time blocks between 9 a.m. and 2 
p.m. If you have requested early entry to kin-
dergarten for your 4-year-old, you will be also 
scheduled for an additional assessment on 
Monday, May 4.

Call the Memorial School office at 860-365-
4020 if you have questions regarding the reg-
istration process.

Donations Accepted for ‘Bits and Pieces’
Haddam Neck Congregational Church is ac-

cepting donations of fabric, yarn and notions 
for the Bits and Pieces sale to be held during the 
church’s 37th annual quilt show on April 11 and 
12.	

All proceeds support church outreach and 
maintenance. Call 860-993-5311 or  860-301-
4994 for information on how to donate.

Hours for the quilt show are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on April 11 and noon-4 p.m. on April 12, at the 
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

There will be a tea room, raffles, and dozens of 
handmade quilts featured. Suggested donation 
is $8.

This year, organizers are asking for some pa-
triotic or red, white and blue quilts to exhibit – 
in addition to other designs they want to share 
– as a way to celebrate the country’s 250th an-
niversary!

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or 
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

Library Welcomes Best-Selling Author
East Hampton Public Library will host 

New York Times best-selling author Catherine 
Newman on Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 p.m., 
for a reading, audience Q&A, and book-sign-
ing.

Newman’s novel Sandwich was an instant 
New York Times bestseller. Its follow-up, 
Wreck, also debuted high on the New York 
Times bestseller list and was selected as a 

Good Morning America Book Club pick.
This event is a chance to hear directly from 

the author about her creative process and the 
inspirations behind her novels.

This program is free and open to all. Copies 
of Newman’s books will be available for pur-
chase during the event, and light refreshments 
will be offered.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., an-

nounces the following. Registration is required 
for all programs unless noted; register at my-
activecenter.com or by contacting the center at 
860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamptonct.
gov. Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.
easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center 
for more information and a list of regular weekly 
and monthly activities, including games, quilt-
ing, Bible study, tap dance, monthly men’s and 
women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and submit 
the form.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Blood Pressure Readings: Monday, March 16, 
12:30 p.m. Offered by Chatham Health District, 
drop-ins welcome.

Chatham Health Chat: Monday, March 16, 
11:30 a.m. The activity will be playing cognitive 
health games. Diabetic recipes will be available.

Live Well with Chronic Conditions: Tues-
days, March 18-April 29 (no class on April 15), 
at 9:30 a.m., this free six-week workshop on how 
to better manage your ongoing health condition 
will be provided by Senior Resources Agency on 
Aging, Chatham Health District and the Con-
necticut Aging and Disability Services. Topics 
include healthy eating, physical activity and ex-
ercise, dealing with difficult emotions, decision 
making and communication skills, working with 
healthcare providers, action planning and prob-
lem solving.

History of Tarot: Thursday, March 19, 11 a.m. 
Discover the origins of tarot cards and how they 
evolved over time. Learn about the art, symbol-
ism, and cultural influence behind these historic 
images. Led by volunteer Karen MacGeorge-
Royal.

Design & Create: Thursday, March 19, 1:30 

p.m. Design and create a simple craft during this 
hands-on class with staffer Cindy Houle.

The Script Society: Thursday, March 19, 2 
p.m. Join actress and director Val for The Script 
Society – a monthly interactive and creative 
program where participants bring stories to life 
by reading and exploring a variety of engaging 
scripts together. No experience needed.

Family Tree: Friday, March 20, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney, East Hampton resident, will introduce 
you to the ‘how to’s of genealogy research. Reg-
ister on My Active Center. Bring your own elec-
tronic device to start the journey.

Drum Circle with Mark: Friday, March 20, 
12:45 p.m. Mark Zarillo is back with a lively 
Drum Circle experience at the center. No experi-
ence needed. Fee is $5.

Trips: Relaxed Ramble at Highlawn Forest: 
Join Naturalist Lyn Kochiss for a walk to see 
vernal pools at Highlawn Forest in Rockfall on 
Wednesday, April 8, leaving the Senior Center at 
9:30 a.m. Bus donation is $4. Kochiss will give 
a talk on Vernal Pools at the Senior Center on 
Tuesday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m.

A Night of Doo-Wop: Held at East Hampton 
High School on April 25. The senior center will 
offer participating senior center members a re-
duced ticket price of $15 (regularly $25) along 
with transportation to and from the show. De-
part at 4:30 p.m.; doors open at 5 p.m. Features 
performances by The Royal Teens, Jukebox 45 
Show Band and Back in Time. Proceeds benefit 
East Hampton High School Project Graduation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need as-
sistance with grocery shopping? The East Hamp-
ton Senior Center has volunteers ready to help. 
Each week staff will consult with you on a shop-
ping list and a volunteer will do the shopping and 
deliver it to your home. They’ll even help put it 
away. All volunteers are vetted through the Town 
of East Hampton. Call 860-267-4426 to sign up.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult Programs: Cabin Fever History 
Series: Saturday, March 14, 11 a.m. Micheal 
Langlois will present “From Liberty to Legacy: 
Exploring American Ideals in the Musicals 
1776 and Hamilton.” Look at these revolution-
ary musicals and their contrasting visions of an 
American society at a crossroads.

Book Club: Wednesday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. 
This month’s book is Wreck by Catherine New-
man. 

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, March 20, 
11 a.m. Discuss what you’re currently reading 
while enjoying coffee, tea, and a breakfast treat. 
Register or drop in.  

The Art of Container Gardening: Design-
ing, Planting, and Maintaining Your Own 
Urban Oasis with Mark Gostkiewicz: Monday, 
March 23, 6:00 p.m. Learn everything you need 
to know to create a thriving container garden in 
any space. Sponsored by Belltown Garden Club.

Teen Programs: Teen Advisory Board: 
Grades 8-12: Tuesday, March 17, 6 p.m. Help 
plan programs, improve the Teen Space, and 

more.
Magic: The Gathering (Grades 7-12): Satur-

day, March 28, 1-3 p.m. Whether you already 
know how to play the card game, or want to 
learn, come together and play with people of all 
skill levels. Bring your own decks or use one of 
ours.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days: Grades 
K-8: Saturday, March 14, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Chil-
dren and families in grades K-8 are invited to 
create a different toy, game, or treat together. No 
registration required; just drop in.

Michele Urban Music Presents: Sing Me a 
Fairy Tale: Monday, March 16, 10:30 a.m. Join 
singer Michele Urban for a lively musical story-
telling adventure for children ages 1-8 and their 
families. Classic fairy tales are reimagined with 
interactive songs, dancing, and playful rhythm 
activities. Register or drop in.

Board Game Builders: Grades 1-5: Mon-
day, March 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Create your own 
board game from scratch – design the rules, 
build the board, and bring your ideas to life us-
ing a variety of supplies. 

Lionheart Puppet Company Presents: The 
Little Red Hen: Saturday, March 28, 11 a.m. In-
spired by the classic tale The Little Red Hen, this 
puppet show highlights the values of coopera-
tion, responsibility, and helping others. Recom-
mended for children ages 3-7. Register or drop 
in.

Meet the New Minister
Haddam Neck Congregational Church and 

Second Congregational Church of Middle Had-
dam invite the community to come and meet the 
churches’ new minister, the Rev. Linda Choser, 
on Sunday, March 15, at 10:30 a.m., at Haddam 
Neck Congregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill 
Rd., Haddam Neck. A potluck lunch follows in 
the schoolhouse. 

Choser, who lives in Middletown, is a 2021 
graduate of Hartford Seminary with a Master of 
Arts degree in Transformative Leadership and 
Spirituality (MATLS). She is an ordained minis-
ter with the Universal Life Church Ministries, a 
non-denominational religious organization. 

Visit www.haddamneckcongregational-
church.org for more information. 

The Art of Container Gardening
	 The Belltown Garden Club will pres-

ent “The Art of Container Gardening: Design-
ing, Planting, and Maintaining Your Own Ur-
ban Oasis” on Monday, March 23, at 6 p.m., in 
the East Hampton Public Library community 
room.

In this workshop, led by Mark Gostkiewicz, 
you’ll learn everything you need to know to 
create a thriving container garden in any space. 
From selecting the perfect containers, to choos-

ing the right plants, and designing a layout that 
showcases your style, this class will cover it all. 

Newcomers, interested in gardening and re-
lated topics, are particularly encouraged to at-
tend. The East Hampton Belltown Garden Club 
is a member of The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut and National Garden Clubs. This 
event is co-sponsored by the East Hampton 
Public Library.

EHNS Trivia Night
All are invited to join East Hampton 

Nursery School at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 
W. High St., on Friday, March 20, at 6:30 
p.m., for Trivia Night.

In addition to trivia by WhatTrivia, there 
will be a 50/50 raffle, raffle baskets, and 
Feelin’ Saucy food truck. Tickets are $25 
per person. Register teams of 2 to 4 people.

To register and for more information, 
email ehnsfundraisers@gmail.com.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Schools Offer Preschool Programs 
The East Hampton Public School System is 

seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested in 
preschool programs for the 2026-27 school year. 

The school system is offering two preschool 
programs for the upcoming year: the Integra-
tion Program ed preschool half-day program 
and the full-day Smart Start program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool 
Integration Program will be held three times 
a week for 3-year-old students and four times 
a week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited 
spaces, selection for peer models will be deter-
mined through a lottery process. If selected, 
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate 
skills will be assigned by age to either a three 
day or four day a week schedule (2.5 hours per 
day). Children must be toilet-trained and turn 3 
prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible for the 3-year-old 
program and turn 4 by Sept. 1 for the 4-year-old 
program. There is a $3,000/student fee for this 
program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s Smart Start 
Program will be held five full days per week (9 
a.m.-3:10 p.m.), following the East Hampton 
Public Schools calendar. Priority will be given 
to 4-year-old children that meet income guide-
lines or have other factors for consideration. 
Additional applicants, regardless of economic 
or risk factors, may then be selected through 

a lottery process if there are spaces available. 
Children must turn 4 prior to Sept. 1 to be eli-
gible for Smart Start. 

Parents interested in proceeding through the 
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School or the East Hampton Public Library. 
The completed Parent Interview Form, Immu-
nization Form and a Proof of Residency must 
be returned to Kelly Caruso at Memorial School 
office no later than March 20. Students will not 
be eligible to enroll if all required immuniza-
tions are not current. Once all three forms are 
returned, parents will be contacted, no later 
than March 28, to schedule a time to bring their 
child for the screening and lottery/selection 
process. 

Forms received after March 20 will not be ac-
cepted. 

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The deadline is this weekend to apply 

for the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 
(MHVC) annual scholarships. Scholarships 
are awarded to Middlesex County students 
pursuing a career in music or nursing.

Applicants must have been accepted at an 
accredited college or university with one of 
these majors. The Review Committee will 
consider academic record, extracurricular 
and community service activities, the stu-
dent’s ability to articulate his/her career goals 

and the recommendations of the references. 
The scholarships will be paid directly to the 
recipients at the spring concert which will be 
held on Saturday, May 2, at Portland High 
School.

All applications must be postmarked by 
Saturday, March 14, and can be obtained at 
Middlesex County high school guidance of-
fices or by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you 
would like to make a donation to the scholar-
ship fund, visit the website.

Fish Fridays Are Back 
The Knights of Columbus, St John Paul II 

Council 6190 is offering a variety of fish dinners 
on Fridays during Lent. The next dinner will be 
Friday, March 13.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams, and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and fried 
chicken tenders meals have been added. Chow-
der will also be available. Coffee, tea, water and 
soda are also offered. Prices of the fish may vary 

from week to week.
Entertainment on March 13 will be Diane 

Annelli, the cantor from St Patrick Church.
Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in 

the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West 
High St. Takeout service will also be available; 
advance orders must be received by noon on 
Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Do not leave 
orders on answering machine.

Rotary Club Scholarship 
East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing 

scholarships applications for any high school 
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in ei-
ther East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the 
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 4- 
or 5-year college or university, community 

college, trade school or commercial school. 
Various single and multiple year scholarships 
available. 

Applications are due by April 3, 2026 and 
available online at tinyurl.com/EHRota-
ryScholarship2026 or through the guidance 
department of East Hampton High School, 
RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vinal.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments 
are served after the service.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 28, at 1 
p.m., at the church field.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering will 
be Thursday, March 26, at 1 p.m. at Mary’s house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 

theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is the Women of the 
Bible, based on scripture and information/anal-
ysis in the Study Packet. The study will conclude 
on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Spring classes will start soon at Epoch 
Arts. Pictured is Harper Goodson from 
one of Epoch’s winter art classes.

Spring Classes, Adult
Ceramics at Epoch Arts
Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., will offer a variety 

of classes this spring. Students in grades pre-K-12 
can register online to take classes like art, ceram-
ics, theater, improv, preschool classes and more.

Epoch will also offer an adult ceramics class 
this semester too. 

Also, don’t forget to register for Summer 
Camp; Epoch offers two weeks, one for teens and 
one for K-5th grade. 

Full class description and registration is at 
www.epocharts.org/classes-registration. 

Teen Open Stage… Epoch Arts invites teens in grades seven and up to the next 
Brookside Nights Open Stage, which will be held Friday, March 20, from 7-9 p.m., at 
Epoch, 27 Skinner St. Teens are invited to share your talent on stage, be it art, poetry, 
dance, music, improv, your favorite thing, or anything that inspires you. If you don’t 
want to share, you can come hang out with friends with free food, drinks and art sup-
plies. Admission is $10. Pictured is Brooklyn Tyler reciting an original spoken word 
at a previous Teen Open Stage.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for March: Paul Hoffman 
from East Hampton, whose watercolors will be 
on display during regular library hours.

Open Mic Night: Friday, March 20, 6-8 p.m. 
Come and share your talent or just listen and 
enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up, at 
860-267-9093.

Save the Dates: On Sunday, April 12, at 2 
p.m., there will be a performance with Double 
Play featuring a mix of great live music per-
formed by Cathy Kreger and Jon Swift. Al

Also, on Saturday, April 18, at 6 p.m. the li-
brary will host a poetry event with East Hamp-
ton Poet Sympetalous AKA Stan Lindh and pro-

fessional jazz musician Lynn Tracy.
Lastly, on Saturday, May 23, at 2 p.m., the li-

brary will host a performance by the Foundry 
Saxophone Quartet. This is a rescheduled event 
due to snow.

There is no charge to attend these perfor-
mances, but donations to the library are grate-
fully accepted.

 Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, March 18 and April 1 and 15, from 6-9 
p.m. All ages and skill levels welcome; lessons 
available. For more information contact pjhoff-
man1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

KoC Scholarships, 
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 
announces the availability of three $1,000 
scholarships to students continuing their 
education at an accredited college/univer-
sity.  Applicants must be members of St. 
John Paul II Parish. 

The council will also award two $500 
Helping Hands grants to members of St. 
John Paul II Parish attending Mercy or 
Xavier High Schools.  

Applications are available at guidance 
offices and the parish center office at sjp-
2parishoffice@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by 
April 17.

Helping Hands Reopens
Helping Hands is open again, from 9-11 a.m. 

on the first and third Saturday of each month. 
Donations will be collected on those Saturdays, 
as well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.
For more information, call Beth Cunning-

ham at 860-365-1054.

Ham Shoots
The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will have ham 

shoots Sundays, March 22 and 29, from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., at the club grounds, located off Tartia 
Road.

Bring your own shotgun or one will be pro-
vided. Shells supplied; 20 and 12 gauge. Cost is 
$4 per shot. Food and refreshments available. 

For more information, call Curly at 860-638-
7221.

Pancake Breakfast
Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Post & Auxiliary 5095 

are holding an all-you-can-eat Pancake Break-
fast Sunday, March 15, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the 
post home, 20 N. Maple St.

Cost is $12 per person and includes bacon, 
sausage, coffee, tea, and all-you-can-eat pan-
cakes.  Children under 10 are free.  

All proceeds benefit the post’s Relief Fund to 
assist local veterans.
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Irish Soda Bread for Sale
The yoked churches Haddam Neck Con-

gregational and Second Congregational of 
Middle Haddam will sell Irish Soda Bread 
each Sunday from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
throughout the month of March. 

The one-pound loaf is $5. All proceeds go 
to Habitat for Humanity Middlesex County 
Chapter, the local food banks, and women’s 

shelters. To reserve bread, call or text 860-
682-2067 with your name, phone number 
and amount to reserve – or buy first-come 
first-served. The GPS address is 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424, which is 
in Haddam Neck.

You may also buy the soda bread at Paul’s 
and Sandy’s Too, 93 East High St., as available.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church. 

Returnable Bottles and Cans: Are collected 
in cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating.

Winter Warmth Collection: The church is 
collecting clothing for the area unhoused in 
conjunction with FOOD4LIVES. Please check 
your closet for surplus warm clothing in good 
condition; adult sizes only. A box will be placed 

in the Parish Hall for donations.
Lent Vitamin Drive: Save your loose change 

over Lent to make a donation to the St. Vincent’s 
Center for Children with Disabilities in Haiti. 
The Missions Team wants to provide the center 
with funds to purchase multi-vitamins for their 
vulnerable students. Contributions are due by 
the end of April; please indicate “Missions” or 
“Vitamins” in the memo line of your check.

Easter Flowers: Envelopes are available at 
the front and rear entrance tables for donations 
towards Easter flowers. Put “flowers” on the 
memo line of your check and include the names 
of those you wish to be acknowledged at Eas-
ter. You may also mail donations directly to the 
church office.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Call to Artists
The East Hampton Art Association will 

have its Annual Fine Art Show entitled “Up, 
Up & Away” on Saturday, May 16, rain or 
shine, on the Congregational Church lawn, 59 
Main St.

There will be more than 20 exhibitors with 
art for sale; $5 cream puffs; an art auction; and 
over $600 worth of prizes will be awarded to 
the artists, both members and nonmembers. 

If you would like to display your work, con-
tact ehaact@gmail.com for the details and a 
registration form (which must be mailed back 
along with the entry fee and received by April 
18). 

For more information, look for the associa-
tion on Facebook or visit easthamptonctart-
sassociation.org.

Upcoming Budget Meetings
The East Hampton Board of Finance will be 

holding the following budget meetings:
Board of Finance Public Hearing/Special 

Meeting on Monday, March 16, at 6:30 p.m., 
at Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, in the 
Town Council Chambers #107 and via Zoom. 
The town and Board of Education will present 
overviews of their budgets. The finance board 
will also gather input from the public and other 
boards.

Budget Workshops will be held at the Town 
Hall, 1 Community Drive and via Zoom on the 
following dates:

Tuesday, March 17, 4 p.m. – General Govern-
ment, Regulatory, Health & Human Services 
and Culture & Recreation;

Wednesday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. – Board of 
Education;

Thursday, March 19, 6:30 p.m. – Public Safety 
and Public Works.

A Night of Doo-Wop
East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-

soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,” 
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45 
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday, 
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium. 

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium 
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet & 
greet for $40, or choose general admission for 
$25. 

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project 
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after 
graduation celebration. 

EHMS Spring Athletics
 East Hampton Middle School students who 

are interested in trying-out for either the base-
ball or softball teams can register online through 
Arbiter-sports-registration (arbitersports). 

Athletes must have a physical conducted 
within the last 13 months before trying out. 

Deadline for online registrations is Sunday, 
March 15. For additional information, contact 
EHMS Athletic Director Michael Mercaldi at 
860-463-6837.

EHNS Open House
East Hampton Nursery School will hold an 

open house for prospective families on Saturday, 
March 14, from 9 a.m.-noon, for the 2026-27 
school year. The school is located at 111 Main St. 

 All interested parents are invited to come see 
the school, talk to current families, teachers and 
board members, and learn about the great pro-
grams offered. The 3’s programs meet Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from either 8:30-11:30 a.m. or 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The 4’s programs meet either 
three days a week – Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. – or five days a week. 

Visit www.easthamptonnurseryschool.com for 
more information or email e.h.n.s.enrollment@
easthamptonnurseryschool.com.

A group of East Hampton Middle School seventh- and eighth-graders recently 
visited Quebec. 

EHMS Students Visit Quebec
East Hampton Middle School seventh- and 

eighth-grade French students recently went on 
a trip to Quebec, Canada, as a part of an immer-
sive French language and cultural experience. 

Students were able to bring the classroom to 
life with real-world experiences such as order-
ing food, asking for items in stores and convers-
ing with local folks using their French skills. 

During the trip, students drove dog sleds, 
visited ice castles, saw the land of the Wendake 
(indigenous people), toured a Copper Museum 
and visited a traditional sugar shack, where 
they danced traditional dances and played the 
spoons. 

Spring Senior
Mixed Bowling

Seniors are invited to join in the fun of bowl-
ing with a choice of three morning leagues, as 
Kickback n’ Bowl is forming its Spring Senior 
Mixed Bowling Leagues.

The leagues will play Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings at 11 a.m. starting March 
23 at Kickback n’ Bowl in East Hampton.  All 
seniors 55+ from the nine Rivereast towns are 
all welcome.

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

EDC Now Accepting 
Scholarship Applications
The Town of East Hampton Economic Devel-

opment Commission is now accepting applica-
tions for its new scholarship. 

Any East Hampton High School senior plan-
ning to study business or a related field at an ac-
credited four-year school this fall is eligible and 
encouraged to apply. 

The purpose of this scholarship is to encour-
age local students to pursue careers in business 
and related fields, and to show them community 
support. Get the full details, eligibility require-
ments and access the application through the 
guidance department at East Hampton High 
School. 

The application deadline is May 1.

Arts & Culture Commission Seeks Members 
East Hampton residents with a passion for 

creativity and community life are invited to ap-
ply to join the East Hampton Arts & Culture 
Commission. You don’t need to be an artist to 
serve – just someone who values cultural expe-
riences and wants to help enrich the town’s cre-
ative landscape.

The commission works to promote and cel-
ebrate the arts in East Hampton by purchasing 
work from local creators for display in town 
buildings, organizing community events, and 
providing grants to residents, students, and or-
ganizations. Recent grant recipients include a 
local preschool class, Epoch Arts (which pro-
vides art and theater programming for youth), 

and East Hampton High School seniors com-
pleting capstone projects. Last year, the com-
mission also contributed funding to help Center 
School purchase new stage curtains. Past events 
have included Gallery Nights featuring local 
artists and locally made refreshments, garden 
tours, Plein Air painting events, and other pro-
grams that showcase creativity throughout the 
community.

The commission meets the second Thursday 
of each month at 6 p.m. at East Hampton Public 
Library. Residents interested in joining or learn-
ing more are encouraged to attend a meeting or 
contact the town manager’s office (860-267-
4468) for additional information.

Lions Offer Scholarships
The East Hampton Lions Club is offering 

students graduating an opportunity to apply 
for its four annual scholarships – the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service 
Award. 

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High 
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic 
schools, or are home-schooled. 

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.
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Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit www.marlboroughct.
gov. For more information, call 860-295-6203. 
Note: Don’t wait until the last minute to register! 
Most classes require a minimum registration and 
if that requirement is not fulfilled by a certain 
date, the program may be canceled.

Special Kids’ Events: Easter Egg Hunt: Sat-
urday, March 28, at Blish Park. Visit the Easter 
Bunny. Ages 2 and under at 11 a.m.; ages 6-8 at 
11:15 a.m.; ages 3-5 at 11:30 a.m.; and ages 7-10 
at 11:45 a.m.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone 
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10. 
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest 
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Crayola Imagine Arts – 
Wild World: The Art Of Conservation: For 
grades K-6, Tuesdays, April 7-May 19, 3:15-4:15 
p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary School 
cafeteria. Registration fee is $142/resident, $147/
non-resident.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class – Tuesday Class: 
For ages 2-3 with caregiver. Tuesdays, 5-5:30 
p.m., March 24-May 26; no class April 14. All 
classes held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Reg-
istration fee is $136.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class – Saturday Class: 
For ages 2-3 with caregiver. Saturdays, 9:30-10 
a.m., March 28-May 30; no class April 4, April 18 
or May 23. All classes held at Dance Dynamics in 
Hebron. Fee is $108. 

Sparkling Spinners: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, 
4:30-5 p.m., March 26-May 28; no class April 16. 
All classes held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. 
Fee is $136. No class April 16.

After School Co-Ed Dodgeball League: For 
grades 5 & 6. Mondays, March 23-May 11, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Participants will be divided up 
into teams each week to play various dodgeball 
games. No dodgeball on April 13th and May 4th. 
Fee is $30/resident.

After School Co-Ed Handball League: For 
grades 5 & 6. Wednesdays, April 1-May 20, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Participants will be divided up 
into teams and play weekly games. No handball 
April 15 and May 13. Fee is $30/resident.

Lego Pokemon Engineering: For grades K-4. 
Wednesdays, April 1-May 13, 3:15-4:45 p.m. Fee 
is $136/resident, $141/non-resident.

Mad Science-NASA Space and Beyond: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, April 9-May 21, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Fee is $142/resident, $147/
non-resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 18-June 12 (no 
session May 23), at the West Road Memorial up-
per field. Mini, for age 2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is $90/
resident, $95/non-resident. Classic, for ages 3-5, 
is 3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee is $113/resident, $118/non-

resident.
Spring Into Yoga – Kids Yoga & Mindfulness 

Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-May 
12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. 
Parent/guardian must attend to observe or par-
ticipate with their child. Fee is $58/resident, $63/
non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing – Know Your Machine: For 
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resi-
dent, $57/non-resident.

Intergenerational Multicultural Club: For 
grades 5 & 6. Fridays, April 24-May 29, 3:30-4:30 
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Students 
will fill culture boxes with objects such as dolls, 
coins, and brochures from countries of your ori-
gin. Then, decorate the boxes, talk about your 
heritage, and celebrate with ethnic snacks. No 
cost to participate.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The lessons 
are private and are an hour in length. The lessons 
days and times are flexible. The instructor will 
contact you upon registration to set up lesson 
day and time. Fee is four lessons for $175/resi-
dents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Beginner Ballet: For 
ages 18 and up. Tuesdays, March 24-May 26, 
6:30-7:15 p.m. Class is held Dynamics in Hebron. 
Registration fee is $181. No class April 14th.

Adult Tap: For ages 18 and up. Thursdays, 
March 26-May 28, 8-8:45 p.m. Class is held at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is 
$181. No class April 16th.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, $55/
non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class instruc-
tion provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is 
$5 per week. Session runs until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until the end of April.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sweet & sour meatballs, sausage & 
peppers, assorted salads, chips, water and soda, 
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee 
is $185 (400-level seating), or $255 (lower level 
seating). Bus picks up/drops off at Putnam park 
and ride in Glastonbury.

investigation is intended to provide a clearer 
understanding of how the issue developed and to 
help guide future financial practices.

The officials said they could not comment fur-
ther on the status of the investigation while the 
review is ongoing.

The issue was also addressed during a Feb. 18 
BOE meeting, which focused on the district’s pro-
posed school budget for the upcoming fiscal year. 
During the meeting, Superintendent of Schools 
Dan Sullivan discussed the health insurance re-
serve fund and explained that the problem was 
linked to the continued use of an outdated fund-
ing methodology.

According to Sullivan, the formula used to 
determine contributions to the reserve fund had 
originally been designed by the district’s insur-
ance broker during a period when the reserve bal-
ance was strong. However, as the reserve began to 
decline, the district continued to apply the same 
formula without adjusting for the changing finan-
cial conditions.

“That reserve issue was really driven by the mis-
allocation of a funding methodology coupled with 
increased claims,” Sullivan said during the meeting. 

As a result, the district did not request enough 
funding for the health insurance reserve in re-
cent budget cycles, which contributed to the cur-
rent deficit. “That resulted in us not asking for 
adequate funding the last couple of years for the 
health reserve and that has put our health reserve 
into a precarious spot,” he added.

Sullivan emphasized that the situation was 
not the result of intentional wrongdoing, but ac-
knowledged that the end result is that the reserve 
is no longer in a healthy financial position. He also 
noted that while the district’s budget finance com-
mittee reviewed reserve balances on a monthly 
basis, the information being used to monitor the 
account was not based on the correct data.

To prevent similar issues in the future, Sullivan 
said the district then planned to implement sev-
eral changes to its financial oversight practices. 
These included conducting quarterly reviews with 
insurance partners to confirm appropriate reserve 
deposits and establishing additional internal veri-
fication procedures. The results of those reviews 
would be shared with the board’s budget finance 
committee to improve transparency and oversight.

Teachers, RTC Blast Salary Freeze
During the public comment portion of the Feb. 

18 meeting, several teachers spoke about a pro-
posed salary and step freeze that had been dis-
cussed as a possible measure to help restore the re-
serve fund. Some educators expressed concern that 
the proposal would require teachers to absorb fi-
nancial losses tied to a problem they did not create.

Kaelea Tewksbury, a special education teacher 
at Colchester Elementary School and a parent of 
children in the district, said the proposed freeze 

could have significant financial consequences. 
She added that if the union were to approve the 
freeze, she would earn roughly $10,000 less than 
what had been promised in her contract. “I have 
no hope of ever recovering the money,” she said. 
Tewksbury questioned why teachers would be 
asked to shoulder the financial burden of correct-
ing what she described as an administrative error.

Another teacher and parent, Amanda Lenk, 
voiced similar concerns during the meeting. 
Lenk said she was troubled by the idea of freezing 
teacher salaries while the overall proposed school 
budget at the time was increasing by at least 10%.

“I am deeply concerned about the proposal 
asking teachers to accept a salary and step freeze 
while the overall budget increases,” Lenk said. She 
argued that a pay freeze would have a greater im-
pact on lower-paid teachers than on higher-paid 
administrators.

“While the administration has also agreed to a 
freeze, the reality is that a freeze does not impact a 
$230,000 salary the same way it impacts a $60,000 
salary,” she said. “The burden is not equal, and the 
proposal is not equitable.” She urged the BOE to 
pursue what she described as a more balanced and 
proportional solution to address the shortfall.

Separately, the Colchester Republican Town 
Committee adopted a resolution responding to 
the issue and expressed support for the town’s 
teachers and paraprofessionals.

The resolution acknowledged the reported 
shortfall in the health insurance reserve fund but 
argued that the problem stemmed from years of 
“inadequate planning, oversight and financial 
management by district leadership” and the BOE. 
It also stated that the BOF, which is responsible 
for fiscal oversight of both municipal and educa-
tion budgets, shared responsibility for ensuring 
appropriate financial scrutiny.

The committee emphasized that classroom 
teachers were not responsible for the deficit and 
should not be asked to absorb the consequences 
of what it described as governance and oversight 
failures. Specifically, the resolution opposed pro-
posals that would ask the teachers’ union to vote 
on freezing negotiated salary increases as a way to 
address the reserve fund deficit.

The committee argued that requiring teachers to 
give up agreed-upon compensation in order to cor-
rect financial mismanagement could undermine 
professional respect and harm workforce stability. 
Instead, the resolution called on district leadership, 
the BOE and the BOF to take responsibility for the 
condition of the reserve fund and to address the 
issue through transparent financial management 
and improved long-term fiscal planning.

The controversy was discussed further at the 
March 5 Board of Selectmen, as residents and 
board members weighed in on the matter. For 
more on that, see the story on page X.

Marlborough Lion Ken Hjulstrom recently received two awards. Pictured from left 
are Hjulstrom, Lions District Governor Peter Cianciolo, and Lions Club President 
Jean Paul Bolduc.

Marlborough Lion Receives Awards
Marlborough Lion Ken Hjulstrom recently 

received two awards from the Lions Club. 
Hjulstrom was selected as Marlborough Lion 

of the Year at the District Governor’s Breakfast 
for his 22 years of dedicated service to the Marl-
borough Lions Club. 

During Hjulstrom’s time with the Marlbor-
ough Lions he has been a dedicated member 
assisting with various fundraising events and 
other Lions Club activities as well as serving for 
many years as the club’s secretary.

In addition, Hjulstrom also received the Rose 
Amanda Freeman Award, which is presented 
to individuals for their “extraordinary service 
to Lions Clubs and their community.” In addi-
tion to his many years of service to the Lions, 
Hjulstrom has also dedicated many years of ser-
vice to his community by serving on several of 
Marlborough’s town boards and commissions 
over the course of the last 28 years, is currently 

a member of the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) and also serves as presi-
dent of the executive board of Florence Lord 
Senior Housing.

This event also featured local clubs donating 
used eyeglasses and hearing aids, which will 
be sent to many countries around the world. 
The Marlborough Lions have collection boxes 
at Liberty Bank, Richmond Memorial Library, 
Town Hall and at Dr. Steven Rafalowsky’s office 
on Saner Road.

Upcoming Marlborough Lions events in-
clude the Annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
March 29, and the Lions Club 5K Road Race on 
Sunday, May 24.

For more information on the Marlborough 
Lions Club, contact club President Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or Hjulstrom at 860-
490-9116.

Megan Lloyd (left) recently received a Certificate of Appreciation for her work in 
support of the Lions District Governor’s Breakfast. She’s pictured with Lions District 
Governor Peter Cianciolo.

Local Lion Receives Certificate of Appreciation
Marlborough Lions Club Member Megan 

Lloyd recently received a Certificate of Appre-
ciation for her work in support of the Lions 
District Governor’s Breakfast, which was held 
March 1.

Lloyd played an integral role in the organiz-
ing and the running of the event. A past presi-
dent of the Marlborough Lions Club, Lloyd has 

a long history of stepping forward whenever 
help is needed both with the local Marlborough 
Club and with regional Lions events and activi-
ties.

Anyone interested in learning more about the 
Lions can call club president Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054 or club secretary Ken Hjulstrom 
at 860-490-9116.
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Selectmen Plan for Field Maintenance, Hear Updates
By Toriana Williams

The Board of Selectmen held a meeting on 
March 3 at which several operational and ad-
ministrative issues were discussed, ranging 
from seasonal field maintenance to infrastruc-
ture updates and emergency service matters.

Field Maintenance Plans
Board chair Susan McFarland, a Democrat, 

raised the issue of how the town should handle 
mowing and related upkeep of town athletic 
fields during the upcoming seasons. She ex-
plained that in previous conversations about the 
meeting agenda, she and Town Manager David 
Porter had discussed the possibility of putting 
the work out to bid.

McFarland emphasized that the town should 
follow the process that allowed multiple con-
tractors to compete for work, provided they 
meet insurance and safety requirements. Ac-
cording to her, the job should be advertised as a 
temporary assignment lasting approximately 10 
weeks. Porter agreed with the general approach 
and added that finding a local provider would 
be beneficial. 

“I think given the scope of this particular 
work, it would be great to find someone local,” 
said Porter.

McFarland further clarified that while mow-
ing services could be contracted out through 
the bidding process, some related services 
would require more specialized professionals. 
The town would intend to solicit quotes for tick 
control from companies equipped with the ap-
propriate expertise and equipment as tick man-
agement often requires specific treatments and 
application methods.

The broader goal, she emphasized, was to 

avoid expanding the town’s permanent work-
force for a task that is limited in duration. 

“We can just bid it out and just do it as a 
10-week thing. We’re not going to hire a new 
person at public works for a job that takes 10 
weeks,” McFarland explained, emphasizing that 
hiring a new employee for a position that would 
only last 10 weeks would not be an efficient use 
of public funds. 

Communication Tower Updates
During his update to the board, Porter pro-

vided information about ongoing discussions 
regarding the town’s communication tower ar-
rangements. The matter involved negotiations 
and planning related to telecommunication in-
frastructure.

Porter reported that his most recent commu-
nication with an official involved in the matter 
occurred a few weeks prior. During that con-
versation, the official indicated that a second 
amendment to the relevant agreement would 
soon be prepared for review and approval.

However, finalizing the document depended 
in part on working with AT&T. According to 
Porter, the telecommunications company is still 
determining details about the equipment it in-
tends to install and the amount of space it will 
require. 

“We’re still working with AT&T to nail down 
their equipment and space,” he said. “The plan 
is to have the draft lease in their hands by next 
week.”

Rescue Vehicle Incident
Another significant update came from Select-

man Joe Asklar, a Republican, who described a 
recent accident involving a town rescue vehicle. 
The incident occurred while the vehicle was re-
sponding to a motor vehicle accident on Flood 
Road.

According to Asklar, the rescue truck left the 
roadway after its right wheel went off the edge 
of the road. The vehicle then hit a partially rot-
ted stump located near the roadside. Officials 
believed icy conditions may have contributed to 
the incident, although the exact cause has not 
been definitively determined. 

The impact caused enough damage that the 
vehicle had to be towed. Because the rescue 
truck is owned by the town, the situation has 
been reported through the municipality’s insur-
ance coverage.

Porter explained the steps taken immediately 
after the incident. First, the vehicle was towed 
to Firehouse 2, where emergency personnel re-
moved the equipment stored on the truck. This 
included chainsaws and specialized rescue tools. 

“That equipment will, on a temporary basis, 
be put on one of the other engines which will 
function as a stand-in… rescue truck while this 
one is being repaired,” explained Porter.

Once the equipment was removed, the dam-
aged truck was transported to New England 
Fire Apparatus, the dealership from which it 
was originally purchased. Technicians there are 
currently inspecting the vehicle to determine 
the extent of the damage and what repairs will 
be necessary.

Porter said he planned to visit the facility per-
sonally to review the damage and speak with 
technicians. He will also coordinate with the 
town’s insurance company to ensure the claims 
process proceeded smoothly. 

“I do not yet know the extent of the damage 
or how long it will take to repair. But I will keep 
you updated and please know that it is my in-
tent to get it repaired and back on the road as 
quickly as possible.”

Composting Conference Announcement
McFarland shared a piece of correspondence 

that could aid in the town’s waste management 
plan. She announced that she had received an 
email invitation from Sustainable Connecticut 
regarding an upcoming composting conference. 
The event is scheduled for March 19 at Wesleyan 
University in Middletown and is free to attend.

McFarland encouraged both board members 
and residents to consider participating. She sug-
gested that learning more about composting could 
help the town reduce waste management costs 
while promoting environmental sustainability. 

“If we don’t want to do pay-per-use … unit-
based pricing of bags,” McFarland said, “teach-
ing all of us as homeowners how to compost ef-
fectively … maybe we can save all of ourselves 
collective tax dollars by composting either indi-
vidually and or collectively.”

She concluded by inviting residents to con-
sider attending the conference.

Grief Share Group to Start
A Grief Share support group will begin Tues-

day, March 31. The group will run every Tues-
day until June 23. The first session will begin at 
4:30 p.m. at Fellowship Community Church, 24 
South Rd., and run until 6:30 p.m. A schedule of 
subsequent sessions will be provided at the first 
group meeting. 

The group consists of 13 videos and discus-
sion sessions with the last session on Tuesday, 
June 23, which will be the last video and a Cel-
ebration of Life to honor your loved one.

The sessions include watching a video, group 
discussions, and doing the sections pertaining 
to the video in the workbook at your leisure.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions 
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of 
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” 

and “Guilt and Anger.” This is not a consecu-
tive program. If you have started a Grief Share 
program before and have not finished or come 
in the middle of the sessions, you may still par-
ticipate again. 

There is a $20 one-time registration fee, which 
includes the workbook. You will get the work-
book at the first session. If you have already paid 
the $20 registration fee from the previous Grief 
Share program, you will not need to pay again. 

For any questions, please call 860-338-1060 
or email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration 
is on GriefShare.org. Click “Find a Group” and 
look for Fellowship Community Church.  You 
may register there on Griefshare.org to see the 
schedule for the sessions and other information 
pertaining to Grief Share.

Girl Scout Sunday
Marlborough Congregational Church 

will hold its first Girl Scout Sunday on Sun-
day, March 15, at 10 a.m., at the church, 35 
S. Main St.

This will be a Celebrate Faith event. All 
Girl Scouts and their families are invited to 
attend. 
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Corned Beef, Irish Specials, 
Irish Soda Bread, and More!

TUESDAY: 20% OFF
Your Entire Dinner Bill

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée,

Get One 1/2 OFF
(higher price prevails)

OFFer good March 17 & 18, after 4pm. 
Online orders use code MAR2026

MAKE A  MAKE A  
RESERVATION RESERVATION 

TODAY!TODAY!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

 

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

IRISH EYES ARE SMILIN’!
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach

serving a special menu

Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selectionsMake 
your Easteryour Easter

Reservations!Reservations!

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Folk singer John John Brown will perform at Marlborough Arts Center on Friday, 
March 27.

Folk Singer to Perform at Arts Center
The Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main 

St., will host folk singer John John Brown on 
the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café series on Friday, 
March 27, at 7:30 pm.

A Kerrville New Folk winner, Brown blends 
storytelling songs with visual art for his shows. 

No Depression Roots Music and Cultural Jour-
nalism called his debut album The Road “a blend 
of astute Americana accompanied by a quiet, re-
flective glow.”  

Admission to this program is subsidized by a 
Grant from the Marlborough Greater Together 
Community Fund of the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins 
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Oth-
er non-alcoholic beverages are available. There 
is on-site parking, and the Marlborough Arts 
Center is fully accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call us at 860-467-6353.

Student Show at
Arts Center

The Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main 
St., will host the annual Student Art Show Sat-
urdays and Sundays, March 14 & 15, and 21 & 
22, from 1-4 p.m. each week. Admission is free.

The show features artwork by students at the 
elementary schools in Hebron and Marlbor-
ough, as well as the RHAM middle and high 
schools. 

The Marlborough Arts Center is a nonprofit 
regional center for the fine arts, performing arts, 
and fine crafts. There is free on-site parking and 
the building is handicapped-accessible.

American Legion
Golf Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will host a 
Golf Tournament at Blackledge Country 
Club, 180 West St., Hebron, on Monday, 
May 18.

For more information, email don1bu@
comcast.net.
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Open 7 days a week at 11am
42 E. High St., Rt. 66, East Hampton • 860.365.5238

visit us at WWW.THE-DUBLIN.COM for daily specials & upcoming events
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Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

RE3-13-26

STATE OF HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY & AVAILABILITY IN MARLBOROUGH

HOUSE  BILL 8002 / CT PUBLIC ACT 25 -1
CONCERNING HOUSING GROWTH 

IMPACTS ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING,
PLAN OF CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT,
& ZONING REGULATIONS IN MARLBOROUGH

THE PLANNING COMMISSION &
THE HOUSING OPPORTUNITY COMMITTEE  

    INVITES RESIDENTS TO A PUBLIC FORUM
& COMMUNITY DISCUSSION ON:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH
7:00 P.M.  IN THE SENIOR CENTER
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2544 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Winter Special!Winter Special!

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

March 15 is Girl Scout Sunday, and all Girl 
Scouts and their families are invited to attend 
this Celebrate Faith service. The worship service 
will be led by Seaver and will include a Message 
for the Children and a Girl Scout Dedication. 
After worship all are invited to Coffee Hour in 
the Thienes Lounge.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
monthly luncheon for Florence Lord Housing 
residents will be March 22. The next church-
sponsored Drive Thru Café, for Marlborough 
Food Bank clients and their families with tick-
ets, will be March 29. First-quarter mission-giv-
ing will go to Marlborough Food Bank.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by certi-

fied instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fridays at 
9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. The com-
munity is welcome. The weekly drop-in fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is located on 
the lower level with easy access from the parking 
lot. The shop is open for shopping and donations 
Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Second Blessings is currently 
featuring spring and Easter merchandise. Follow 
the shop through Facebook at Second Blessings 
Thrift Shop, Marlborough CT for updates. The 
eBay shop is open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome. Storm closings 
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC, 
ABC). The church does not pass a collection 
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by 
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also 
be made through the church website, or mailed 
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church or 
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org.

RTC to Host Bingo
The Marlborough Republican Town Com-

mittee will hold Bingo Friday, March 13, at the 
American Legion, 128 East Hampton Rd., Marl-
borough. Doors open at 5 p.m., and bingo starts 
at 5:30 p.m.

There will be cash and gift prizes, as well as 
Tea Cup raffles. Food, snacks and refreshments 
will be provided.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. 
For more information or to reserve your spots, 
call or text Zina Planeta at 860-798-6038.

Setback Tournament
There will be an American Legion Setback 

Tournament, Friday March 20th, at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 197, 128 East Hampton Rd. 
Registration is at 6 p.m., and the games start at 
6:30 p.m. Play is Round Robin-style, and fee is 
$10/person.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and 
third place. There will also be raffles and a 
50/50. (All proceeds go to the ladies auxiliary.)

For more information, contact Sharon at 860-
805-6917.  

Watercolorist On Display at Town Hall
The Marlborough Arts Center presents 

a new solo exhibit featuring the work of 
arts center member and Connecticut artist 
Charles McCaughtry. The collection is cur-
rently on display at the Marlborough Town 
Hall’s MAC Hallway Gallery.

McCaughtry’s watercolors capture the po-
etry of nature, focusing on the relationships 
between earth, water, air, and light. An avid 
hiker and paddler, he draws inspiration from 
the wild areas he explores.

McCaughtry’s work has been featured in 
over 50 solo exhibitions and is held in nu-
merous institutional, corporate, and private 
collections across the United States, Canada, 
and Europe. His honors include commissions 

from Liberty Bank, the Dodd Center at the 
University of Connecticut, and the Hartford 
Life Insurance Company. 

For more information and to view his work, 
visit mccaughtryart.com.

The exhibit will run through the end of 
April and is open to the public during Marl-
borough Town Hall business hours: Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-
noon. Town Hall is located at 26 N. Main St.

For more information, contact the Marl-
borough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or the 
Marlborough Town Hall Tax Collector’s De-
partment at 860-295-6205.
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 5.95% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Thinking of Selling or Buying?
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-

2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-
2011-2010 of SOLDs in total for Hebron, 
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.

For Loyal Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!

Call for your Free Home Evaluation!
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105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Lenten Worship, Sacraments, Scripture 
Study & Stations of the Cross: Lenten Recon-
ciliation: Mondays during Lent through March 
20, 5-6 p.m. Scripture Study is Tuesdays dur-
ing Lent through March 24, following morning 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross are held 
every Friday during Lent through March 27, be-
ginning at 7 p.m.; a simple soup supper is served 
prior beginning at 6 p.m. in the church hall. All 
are welcome.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 

youth group. For more information, access the 
church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting 
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls are 
distributed during Lent and collected with your 
monetary contribution the week after Easter. 
Food drives are held weekly for the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping 
lists are available at the Masses. Sandwich-mak-
ing and collection continues the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

Marlborough Celebrates America 250
During 2026, the entire country is planning 

on ways to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence, 
and Marlborough has been busy planning ac-
tivities for the town. 

A small core committee has been working 
since the end of summer to put together a few 
fun activities for all to enjoy. Here’s a quick pre-
view of the activities, and please look for more 
details in an upcoming article in the Rivereast 
as well as reminders for each event as they draw 
near.

· Richmond Memorial Library presentations 
on March 24 (The Web They Wove – The Dirty 
Blue Shirts) and April 23 (The Art of Chocolate 
Making).

· April 8, a special assembly for a presentation 
at the Marlborough Elementary School (MES) 
by the Marlborough Junior Ancient Fife and 
Drum Corps.

· Participation in the Memorial Day Parade 
on May 25.

· On May 30, a series of eight reenactments by 
some figures in history taking place at three or 
four venues in town. Advance registration for a 
guided tour is advised, but walk-ins will be al-
lowed.

· On June 7, a Marlborough Top Dog compe-
tition with prizes.

· June 26 – 28 groups who pre-register will 
create their own patriotic displays on the Town 

Green. Judging will take place on June 29, and 
displays will remain on the green for all to see 
through July 5.

· July 4. Take part in or watch from Blish Park 
or surrounding lake areas, two special Water 
Parades. At 10 a.m., the first parade for those 
who are using kayaks, paddleboards, or canoes 
(all manually powered) will set sail around Lake 
Terramuggus. Participants are encouraged to 
decorate their watercraft as well as themselves 
in the most patriotic ways. Then at 1 p.m., a sec-
ond Water Parade will take place for motorized 
watercraft like pontoon and fishing boats. No 
judging, no prizes – just a whole lot of fun!

· Also, on July 4, the committee hopes to see 
many people at the town Beach at Blish Park. 
The committee said it is working on possibly 
getting some food trucks, ice cream trucks, and 
others to help make it a party atmosphere. Mu-
sic might be present – and of course there will 
be a big fire pit available all day for you to make 
your s’mores or roast your hot dogs.

· Aug. 23 is Marlborough Day. See what ac-
tivities are planned for that day!

· Sept. 19 is the Marlborough Ancient Junior 
Fife and Drum Corps parade and muster.

For more information on meetings, spon-
sorship, and updated events as they are 
planned, visit marlboroughhistory.org/america-
250-main-page.

New Intergenerational Multicultural Club 
Christi Moraga of CoDE (Coalition on Di-

versity & Equity) is looking for seniors and 
students to participate in the Marlborough 
Intergenerational Multicultural Club, which 
will include five seniors and five fifth and 
sixth graders from Marlborough Elementary 
School. The club will be held at Marlborough 
Senior Center. 

The seniors and students will talk about 
their heritages and fill culture boxes with 
objects such as dolls, coins, brochures from 
countries of their origin, and decorate the 

boxes. The group will celebrate with ethnic 
snacks. The meetings will be six Friday af-
ternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., starting the 
last Friday in April and running through May. 
The club is free.

This club will be sponsored by Marlbor-
ough Park and Rec and CoDE.

Seniors, please call the Marlborough Se-
nior Center to register, at 860-295-6209. 
Deadline is April 1. Students, please register 
through Marlborough Parks and Recreation: 
860-295-6203.
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

R
E6

-1
8-

21

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.
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Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R
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26

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price, see our cars on our website below!

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Shopping Trips: On the first Monday 
of the month, the bus will go to North Wind-
ham Walmart. Depart the senior center at 1:30 
p.m. and return at 4 p.m. You will have 90 min-
utes to shop. Call to reserve.

AARP Tax Prep: All appointments are filled; 
waitlist only.

Blood Drive: Wednesday, March 18, 1-6 p.m. 
For more information or to make an appoint-
ment to donate, call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or sign up online at redcrossblood.
org with sponsor code “Marlborough.”

St. Patrick’s Lunch: Friday, March 20, noon-
2 p.m. Enjoy corned beef and cabbage, carrots, 
potatoes and soda bread. The Millis Berfield 
Band will perform. Cost is $10. RSVP by March 
16.

Birthday Club: January, February and March 
birthdays will all be celebrated Tuesday, March 
24, from 1-2 p.m., with cake. Open to all friends 
and family. It does not have to be your birth-
day month to celebrate. However, if it is, please 
RSVP.

Intergenerational Multicultural Pilot Club: 
The center is looking for 5-6 seniors who would 
like to share their culture, via cuisine, souvenirs 
and items, with youth from Marlborough El-
ementary School. Program to start in April.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-

nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. 
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice. The se-
nior center said it anticipates hiring a second 
driver, at which time services will resume and 
be expanded.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief 
Program: Property tax credits are available to 
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income 
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to 
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.

Marlborough Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its 

annual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, March 29, 
from 7:45-11:45 a.m.

The breakfast is being planned for both 
dine-in and take-out and will be held at the 
East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club on Pla-
neta Road in Marlborough, which is located 
off of West Road just east of Exit 12 from 
Route 2. 

The Lions will serve various varieties of 
pancakes along with sausage, ham, fruit coffee 
and juice. Tickets will be available for sale in 
advance of the event or can be purchased at 
the door on the day of the breakfast. Tickets 

are $10 for adults, $9 for seniors and $7 for 
children 12 and under.

The success of this event is also dependent 
upon local businesses, which support the Li-
ons in the form of $25 sponsorships. Lions 
Club members will be contacting local busi-
nesses in advance of the breakfast and any 
business interested in providing a sponsorship 
is encouraged to contact the Lions.

For further information, to provide a spon-
sorship or to purchase tickets, call Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or Lions Secretary 
Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Upcoming Classes at Marlborough Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., will offer a variety of classes in March 
and April. 

In March, there will be a variety of six-week 
workshops starting up for beginner to advanced 
watercolor enthusiasts. And if you only have a 
Saturday available, there is an Intro to Watercol-
or and an Intermediate Watercolor workshop, 
each three hours, on March 28; one will be in 
the morning and the other in the afternoon. 

If you want to try a different medium, expres-
sive Landscapes in Acrylic is for all levels and is 
being held on Sunday afternoon, April 26. And 
for those more interested in working with pen, 

pencil, and ink in mixed media, check out the 
classes in the Zentangle club. You can attend 
any session and learn an abstract, relaxing art 
form that doesn’t take much time and requires 
minimal supplies. The instructor, Laura Marks, 
is active in the Art for Healing program at Hart-
ford Hospital.

For more information, go to marlborougharts.
org. Click on the menu link on the upper right-
hand corner of the home page and then click on 
Classes and then Current Offerings.

Online registration is preferred, but mail-in 
is also possible. For more information on that, 
call 860-467-6353.

Rotary Club Scholarship 
East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing 

scholarships applications for any high school 
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in ei-
ther East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the 
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 4- 
or 5-year college or university, community 
college, trade school or commercial school. 
Various single and multiple year scholar-
ships available. 

Applications are due by April 3, 2026 and 
available online at tinyurl.com/EHRota-
ryScholarship2026 or through the guidance 
department of East Hampton High School, 
RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vinal.

New Marlborough Lion

Mike Waszkelewicz is a new member of the Marlborough Lions Club. He’s pictured 
with, at left, past district governor Kathy Randall and, at right, his sponsor, Jean Paul 
Bolduc.

The Marlborough Lions Club has announced 
a new member, Mike Waszkelewicz. Waszkele-
wicz was sponsored by Marlborough Lions Club 
President Jean Paul Bolduc.

The Marlborough Lions Club serves people 
all around the globe with a focus on vision. 
services in other countries, which includes 
supporting medical treatment to address those 
with issues effecting eyesight as well as fighting 
hunger and lending support for disaster relief. 
Eyeglasses and hearing aids that are collected 
locally are shipped overseas for distribution to 
people living in impoverished countries. Right 
here at home, The Lions provide annual vision 

screening for children in our schools and day-
care centers.

Various fundraisers, such as the upcoming 
Lions Club Pancake Breakfast on March 29th, 
the ‘Round the Lake 5K on May 24th and Octo-
ber Masquerade 5K, allow the club to raise the 
funds necessary to support these humanitarian 
efforts.

If you have interest in joining the Marlbor-
ough Lions Club, contact president Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or secretary Ken Hjul-
storm at 860-490-9116. New members are al-
ways welcome.

Watercolor Class for Mixed Abilities
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., 

will offer an Introduction to Watercolor class, 
for people with mixed abilities with the medium 
of watercolor and painting in general, on Satur-
day, March 28, from 2-5 p.m.

Led by Marika Hahn, the class will give you 
an opportunity to focus on brush strokes and 
using liquid watercolors for a very transparent 
effect. The workshop is being held from 2-5 p.m. 

Saturday, March 28, and the cost is $65.
See the course description for supplies pro-

vided and supplies you must bring. To register 
go to MarlboroughArts.org and click on the 
menu tab in the upper right corner. Go to cur-
rent classes and click on Intro to Watercolor 
March ‘26 session.  

For more information, call 860-467-6353 or 
email info@marlborougharts.org.

Correction
In last week’s story on the proposed Marl-

borough town budget, it was reported that 
the town’s portion of last year’s AHM Youth 
and Family Services budget was proposed 
at $219,399 while the actual expenditure 
was significantly lower at $109,699. This is 
incorrect. While the proposed amount was 
correct, the $109,699 figure is actually the 
year-to-date expenditure, and not the final 
expenditure for 2025-26.
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Calling All Hebron Artists!
The Hebron Creative Collective will hold 

the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May 
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in 
Hebron.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate 
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash 
prizes totaling $500. 

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to 
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork. 
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc), 
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24 
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two 
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22 
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for 
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be 
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-
ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is 

$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes 
totalling $500 will be awarded based on use of 
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency 
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will 
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should 
be cropped to art’s edges, well-lit, and at least 
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on 
April 17. 	

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine 
artist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes 
in oils and pastels, and is known for her land-
scapes and wildlife paintings. She has won many 
awards and her art is in private collections all 
over the world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.
com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application 
and submission guidelines. Questions can be 
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12). No class March 15, 22 or 29.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m. at the church. Next meeting 
is March 19. The study will continue in the book 
of Psalms. Zoom access is available. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-

ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This class, 
which runs through April 11, is designed to 
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the 
community through a walking and/or running 
program custom made for your fitness level. 
Finish off the program by completing a 5K. 
Download the app, or contact the church office 
for more details. Training sessions meeting at 
the church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m.

Youth Ministry: “First Friday” (on second 
Friday), March 13, 6:30–9:30 p.m.; “Snacks & 
Scripture,” Sunday, March 15, right after service.

Maple Fest: The church will have a booth at 
the Maple Fest March 21 and 22. You can make 
your own maple slime.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Palm Sunday, 
March 29, at noon, followed by a church open 
house and refreshments. Free and open to all 
ages, the event will include many prizes this 
year, the church said.

Easter Services – Join Us on the Hill!: Seder 
Supper, 4/1, 6 p.m.; Good Friday Service, 4/3, 
7 p.m.; Sunrise Service, 4/5, 6:15 a.m.; Easter 
Worship Service, 4/5, 10 a.m. All at 99 Marjorie 
Circle, Hebron.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 3/14 – Gilead to Go Meals Day 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Sat-
urday, 3/14 – Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
(Fellowship Hall); Saturday, 3/14 – Gilead to 
Go Meals Pickup from 1-1:30 p.m. (Fellowship 
Hall); Sunday, 3/15 – Sunday Worship Service 
with One Great Hour of Sharing Special Collec-
tion at 10 a.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary; On-
line; Livestreamed); Sunday, 3/15 – Coffee Hour 
at 11 a.m.; Sunday, 3/15 – Acolyte Training at 11 
a.m. (Sanctuary); Sunday, 3/15 – Resurrection 
Now: Week Four of our Lenten Series at 11:30 
a.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); Sunday, 3/15 
– Gilead to Go Meals Debrief at 11:30 a.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall Classroom); Monday, 3/16 – Bible 
Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online via Zoom); Monday, 

3/16 – Board of Christian Education at 7 p.m. 
(Fellowship Hall); Tuesday, 3/17 – AA Meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 
3/18 – Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellow-
ship Hall); Wednesday, 3/18 – Book Group at 
10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 3/18 
– Choir Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s 
Sanctuary); Thursday, 3/19 – Church Council 
Meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish House)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Gilead Church’s Maple Fest Craft Fair: 
Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Gilead 
Congregational Church. This indoor fair fea-
tures handmade crafts, artwork, and specialty 
goods from local vendors. Spot one of the flyers 
around Hebron? Grab a pull tab for a free raffle 
ticket at the fair!

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion 
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The 
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m. 

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, April 3, 6 p.m. 
Come to the Fellowship Hall on the first Friday 
night of every month to watch movies and share 
food and company.  No RSVP necessary. 

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

2026 Hebron Maple Festival Sap Run 5K: 
Saturday, March 21. Fee is $30. Register online 
at runsignup.com/saprun5k.

Preseason Baseball Clinic: Monday and 
Tuesday, March 16 and 17, 6:30-8 p.m., at the 
RHAM High School main gym, for grades 4-8. 
Join RHAM Varsity baseball coach Bill Eller to 
get a jump start on the upcoming season. Space 
is limited. 

Babysitters Training: Saturday, March 21, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is an 
entry-level course intended to teach age-ap-
propriate skills necessary to care for children of 
all ages. The course focuses on safety with em-
phasis on prevention. Basic first aid, including 
adult and child CPR (requires passing written 

and skills testing to receive two-year certifica-
tion) included. Booklet, handouts and Babysit-
ter Safety Certificate of completion included. 

Basketball Clinic: Saturdays, March 21-April 
4, at Hebron Elementary School. Ages 8-10 are 
9-10 a.m., and ages 11-13 are 10-11 a.m. All skill 
levels welcome. 

Pickleball Clinics: At Hebron Elementary 
School. Clinic for beginners will be Wednes-
days, March 25 or April 8, from 5-6:30 p.m., and 
clinic for intermediate level players will be held 
Wednesdays, March 18 or April 1, from 5-6:30 
p.m. 

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays, 
April 21-June 2, at Gilead Hill School. Whether 
you’re new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner, 
all are welcome. 

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

AARP Income Tax Preparation for the 
2025 Year: Certified AARP Tax Preparation 
volunteers will be at the Hebron Senior Center 
to prepare basic federal and state tax returns on 
Tuesdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (first appointment 
at 9 a.m., last appointment at noon) Tuesdays, 
March 17, 24 and 31. Sign-up required, by call-
ing 860-228-1700.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is re-
quired by noon the day before the trip. Call 860-
228-1700. Call senior center for latest schedule. 

St. Patrick’s Day Concert and Lunch: Thurs-

day, March 19, 11 a.m., featuring St. Patrick’s 
Day Sunshine Singers and a traditional corned 
beef and cabbage lunch. The Sunshine   Sing-
ers will perform from 11 a.m.-noon and lunch 
will be at 12:15 p.m. Cost for lunch is $5, but the 
concert is free.  You must pre-register for lunch 
by Thursday, March 12, at noon. 

Bus Trip to Windham Tech’s Uncommon 
Kitchen for Lunch: Wednesday, March 25. 
Leave at 10:15 a.m., and return approximately 
12:45 p.m. Cost is $17 and must be received by 
Wednesday, March 18. Lunch is prepared by the 
culinary students. Menu includes warm rolls 
and butter, fire-roasted tomato soup, and your 
choice of entrée (roast turkey & dumplings, 
stuffed peppers, or a chicken Ceasar salad) – de-
tailed description available at the senior center 
– and choice of dessert (cherries jubilee cheese-
cake or pineapple upside-down cake). The cost 
is $20 per person which includes transportation.

Maple by Moonlight
As a kickoff to 2026 Hebron Maple Festival 

weekend, The Town Center Project is spon-
soring the third annual Maple by Moonlight 
Gala. This adult-centered event will be hosted 
by Colebrook Village at Hebron on Friday, 
March 20, from 6:30-9 p.m.

Reminisce about Maple Festivals of years 
gone by and enjoy maple-themed food and 
beverages as you dance the evening away. 

Attire is fancy flannel or formal. The eve-
ning will include a guest appearance by 
Christa Steiner, the reigning Miss Constitu-
tion State 2026.

Tickets are $70 per person and include 
a thank you gift and two drink tickets. Or, 
gather a few friends and reserve a table for 
four for $250. Get your tickets at tinyurl.com/
maplegala.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. Also, there is a new once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules 
Christians should break as often as possible.” 
There are two day/time options to attend: the 
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the 
second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4, 11 a.m., 

open to all children 12 and under.
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: CHF Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times 
and more information about the parish.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Lenten Daily Mass and Reconciliation 
Changes: For Lent, a Monday 6 p.m. Mass at 
CHF has been added with Reconciliation avail-
able beforehand starting at 5:15 p.m. Also, the 
Tuesday evening Adoration and Mass times at 
CHF will be 4:45 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively.

Stations of the Cross: Held every Friday dur-
ing Lent, at 4 p.m. at STC, and 7 p.m. at CHF.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This 
new parish ministry supports trafficked survi-
vors and victims in Connecticut. Items needed: 
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new 
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and 
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera, 
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact 
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.

Cereal, Meatloves for CSK: The Social Out-
reach Committee collects breakfast cereal each 
month for Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) in 
Willimantic; the next date is April 12. Cereal 
donations are also welcome any time; place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box 

near the CHF Robing Room. The parish also 
provides meatloaves to CSK each month. You 
can deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer 
in the garage (use side entrance) closest to the 
CHF Parish House or the freezer in the STC 
church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
Meatloaves are delivered the next day. The next 
due date is March 24. Contact Diane (860-508-
9959) for more information.

Lenten Food Drives: Knights of Columbus 
Council 11835 is sponsoring food drives dur-
ing Lent (through March 29), at STC to benefit 
CSK, and at CHF for Hebron Interfaith Human 
Services. See the parish bulletin and flyers post-
ed on the bulletin boards for the list of needs 
and more information.

Youth Ministry: The March 14 meeting, ti-
tled “The Mass Revealed,” will take place at CHF 
at 6:30-8:30 p.m., not at the usual STC location. 
The content will be targeted to the Youth Min-
istry 8th-12th grade students, but is open to all 
parishioners. See the parish website for details, 
particularly regarding seating directions for this 
Mass, fasting guidelines before Mass, and the 
pizza social for the youth following Mass.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & dry-
er sheets; new or gently used towels; toiletries & 
women’s personal hygiene products; household 
cleaning products & 13- & 33-39-gallon trash 
bags (available at Home Depot – HD brand); 
men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L 
XL,2XL) & women’s briefs (sizes 6-10); hand 
& body warmers; men’s & women’s wool socks 
and new or gently-used clean winter clothing 
& coats; and XL cold weather sleeping bags and 
8x10 tarps for the Outreach Program. Place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box next 
to the CHF Cry Room or the designated bin in 
the STC entryway. Contact Monica (860-228-
4211) for more information.
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the salt off your car!
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Braces Made Me Smile!

S. Bedini

Council Hears Public Concerns and Community Updates
By Toriana Williams

The Town Council addressed a wide range 
of municipal issues at its meeting on March 5. 
Discussion included public concerns about the 
town budget, school construction oversight, 
grant applications and liaison reports from lo-
cal boards.

Budget, Demographic Concerns
During public comment, resident Terry Mc-

Manus spoke at length about the town’s budget 
process and the long-term financial pressures 
facing the community. McManus acknowledged 
the difficulty council members face when mak-
ing financial decisions, especially as economic 
conditions grow increasingly uncertain.

McManus noted that municipal presentations 
can often be difficult for residents to understand 
and suggested greater clarity would help the 
public better engage with the process.

McManus outlined several points he believed 
the council should consider when evaluating 
the budget. He argued that the town’s mill rate 
does not ultimately determine the level of taxa-
tion; rather, he said, the size of the town budget 
itself drives taxes. He also explained that prop-
erty revaluation does not reduce overall taxes 
but instead redistributes the tax burden among 
property owners.

Another issue he raised involved munici-
pal debt. “Retirement of debt should not be 
absorbed into the total budget. Retirement of 
debt should be just that – it should be retired,” 
McManus said. He suggested that when debt is 
retired, the associated payments should not be 
absorbed into the overall budget but instead be 
used to reduce spending rather than allow those 
funds to be redirected elsewhere.

He also highlighted demographic changes 
and noted that over the past 30 years, more 
than 80% of families leave Hebron after their 
children graduate. At the same time, the town’s 
elderly population has grown more than four-

fold, meaning many residents on fixed incomes 
remain and shoulder a greater share of increas-
ing costs.

Budget, Community Updates
Town Manager Andrew Tierney provided 

the board with an update on several ongoing 
municipal matters. He confirmed that town 
officials are continuing to gather responses to 
questions related to the proposed budgets and 
expect to provide thorough answers in the near 
future.

Tierney also highlighted the impact of winter 
weather on the town’s finances. “Luckily we’re 
able to get through most of these storms with-
out any problems,” he said. 

While Hebron was able to navigate several 
storms without major disruptions, Tierney said 
the winter has resulted in higher-than-expect-
ed expenses. Costs related to winter materials, 
overtime and other storm-related expenses 
are expected to exceed the budgeted amounts. 
These figures will be formally presented to the 
Town Council and the Board of Finance at up-
coming meetings.

In face of the challenges of winter operations, 
Tierney praised the town’s Public Works crews 
for their efforts in maintaining roads and keep-
ing the community running smoothly during 
storms. 

“I want to thank the Hebron Public Works 
crews for the wonderful job they did through 
the winter,” Tierney said.

He also noted that preparations were under-
way for upcoming community events, includ-
ing Maple Fest. In addition, Tierney reported 
that he recently met with members of CODE to 
discuss future programming and events such as 
Juneteenth celebrations.
School Construction Oversight Discussed

A significant portion of the meeting focused 
on upcoming construction projects at Gilead 

Hill School. Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a 
Democrat, explained that the school Building 
Committee had submitted a request for autho-
rization to pursue a clerk of the works for the 
project.

Building committee representative Richard 
Steiner explained that two separate projects – 
one addressing roofing and the other address-
ing code violations – would be occurring at 
the school this summer. Because both projects 
involve numerous contractors working simul-
taneously, Steiner said the committee believed 
additional oversight would be necessary.

He noted that as many as nine different trade 
contractors – including mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, sprinkler and ductwork specialists – 
would be working inside the building. The com-
plexity of coordinating these trades, combined 
with lessons learned from previous construc-
tion projects, prompted the request.

Steiner referenced an issue discovered during 
a previous project at the school, where contrac-
tors had failed to properly complete fire and 
smoke blocking in certain areas of the building. 

“There was an issue that got repeated up at 
Gilead that we witnessed when we did the water 
pipe mediation project at Hebron,” Steiner ex-
plained. “The contractors … did not do a com-
plete job of doing what they call fire and smoke 
blocking.”

After documenting the issue with the proj-
ect architect, the committee brought the matter 
to the attention of the building official and fire 
marshal. “When we sat down with the archi-
tects, really talked about all the activity on the 
roof and throughout the entire building, it be-
came abundantly clear we really needed to have 
somebody that was there.”

To ensure that similar problems do not occur 
during the upcoming work, Steiner said having 
a clerk of the works on site daily would allow 
the town to monitor contractor coordination 
and verify that all work complied with safety 
and contract requirements.

The committee is currently seeking permis-

sion to issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
and Request for Proposals (RFP) for the posi-
tion. Steiner emphasized that any final hearing 
decision would still require approval from the 
council before moving forward. Councilor Jan 
Lawrence, a Democrat, thanked the committee 
for their work. “I appreciate you having this due 
diligence and bringing this to our attention,” he 
said.

Liaison Reports Highlight
Budget Pressures

Councilor Claudia Riley, a Democrat, report-
ed on the recent meeting of the RHAM Board of 
Education, which has been working to finalize 
its budget proposal. “They have been working 
very hard to budget between 2.77 and 3% with-
out significant impact to students,” Riley said. 
She explained that the district initially projected 
an increase of more than 7%. Through staffing 
adjustments, attrition and other reductions, ad-
ministrators were able to lower the proposal to 
4.77%.

“The [RHAM school] board did ask for a 
larger reduction after that, expressing concerns 
that the 4.77 was still too much in the current 
economic environment,” Riley added. After ad-
ditional direction from the board, further cuts 
brought the proposed increase down to 2.77%. 
However, some items were later reintroduced, 
bringing the current proposed increase to 
roughly 3.13%. “They’re still waiting for insur-
ance increases, so the 3.13% is not final.”

She also reported that the town of Columbia 
plans to send an additional 10 tuition students 
to RHAM next year, doubling the current total 
to 20.

Councilor Keith Petit, a Democrat, provided 
an update from the Board of Finance. He high-
lighted several budget areas currently under 
pressure, including legal expenses and winter 
storm costs. Petit cautioned that if legal expen-
ditures continue to exceed projections, the town 
may need to reallocate funds or encourage other 
boards to limit their use of legal services when 
possible.

Your Voice, Hebron’s Budget
The Hebron Democratic Town Committee 

will hold “Your Voice, Hebron’s Budget” on 
Monday, March 23, at 7 p.m., at Russell Mer-
cier Senior Center, 12 Stonecroft Drive. 

This listening session will feature Demo-
cratic members of the Town Council, Board 
of Finance, Board of Education, and RHAM 
Board of Education. It is an opportunity for 

community members to share their thoughts, 
questions, and priorities related to the town 
budget, Hebron Board of Education budget, 
and RHAM budget. 

The DTC said Democratic town leaders will 
listen and gather input from residents. All are 
invited. For more information, visit Hebron-
dems.com.

Local Artist on Display
Hebron resident Chuck Paprzyca will be 

showing a comprehensive collection of his art at 
the Douglas Library the month of March. 

His work, which spans the last 50 years, in-
cludes such subjects as landmarks, landscapes, 
waterscapes and flora and fauna. A wide array 
of originals and prints will be available for pur-
chase, with a portion of sales benefitting the li-
brary. 

Paprzyca’s art can be found on his website at 
www.cpapart.com.

Douglas Library News & Notes

St. Peter’s News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 
announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1 
p.m. March 13, Hamnet (rated PG-13); March 
20, Now You See Me, Now You Don’t (PG-13). 
Popcorn and water are provided.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, March 17, 6:30 
p.m. This month, prepare recipes from Ten Dol-
lar Dinners. 

Book Club: Wednesday, March 18, 7 p.m. 
Come to the American Legion as we discuss 
this month’s book selection, The Stolen Life of 
Colette Marceau by Kristin Harmel.  Must be 
21+ to attend. 

American Job Center: Thursday, March 19, 
3-5 p.m. A representative will be here to assist 
you in your job search.

Artist of the Month: All are invited to view 
artwork by Hebron artist Chuck Paprzyca.  

Knit-Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. All levels and 
all fiber crafts are welcome. 

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their 
skills.

Children’s Programs: STEM for Home-
schoolers: Wednesday, March 18, 1-2 p.m. De-
signed for Pre-K through 4th grade students.

Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling 
all builders!!!  Get creative and build some Lego 
creations.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

Easter Egg Hunt
Christ Lutheran Church is having its annual 

Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, at 11 a.m. 
This event will be at the church located at 330 
Church St., Amston. 

This event is open to the community. All chil-
dren 12 and under are invited to participate. 
Bring your Easter Baskets to collect the eggs.  
Refreshments will be served after the collection 
of eggs.  

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: Meets Mondays at 11:30 a.m. in 
Phelps Hall.  All are welcome to read and ex-
plore Stephanie Spellers’ book Church Tomor-
row?  For more information contact the church 
office at 860-228-3244.

Soup for the Body, Soul and Spirit is held 
on Wednesdays during Lent. This includes the 
Love and Kindness Mindful Meditation (4:30-
5 p.m.) led by Carissa Johnson. Following this, 
at 5 p.m., a guided observance of the Stations 
of the Cross will be led by JoAnn Osmond.  A 
Soup and Bread Supper will be served in the 
parish hall beginning at 5:30 p.m. and conclud-
ing by 6:15 p.m. For questions or to participate, 
contact the church office at 860-228-3244.

Lenten Discipline: The parish is participat-
ing in the Lenten Discipline “Holy Habits” led 
by Sister Monica Clare and available at Episco-
palRelief.org/Lent.  All are welcome to partici-

pate in this free series of spiritual reflections.
 Yankee Pot Roast Community Dinner: Sat-

urday, March 28. Meals will be take-out only, 
starting at 4 p.m. A portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to AHM Youth and Family Services 
in Hebron.

 Project Hope Dinner Assembly: Saturday, 
March 21, at 2 p.m., in Phelps Hall.

 Cabaret and Dinner: Sunday, March 22, 
beginning at 4 p.m., with the Celtic band Cal-
lithumpians.

Holy Week Services: Palm Sunday, March 
29 (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.); Tenebrae Service, April 
1; Maundy Thursday Supper and Holy Com-
munion, April 2; Good Friday Service, April 
3; Easter services, April 5 at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  
Contact the parish office for service times

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at 
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir: 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: 
Building and Grounds, Community Events 
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and 
Vestry.

Transfer Station
Hours Change

As of this past Sunday, March 8, the He-
bron Transfer Station has now switched 
to its summer hours, which are: Sundays, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

AMALGAM OR COMPOSITE FILLINGS?
  There are several different types of materials used to fill cavities, but the two 
most often used are amalgam and composite. Amalgam (silver) was primarily 
used for many years, but composite fillings (plastic) are now more widely used 
due to their look and durability. Composite fillings appear more natural because 
they can be tinted to match tooth color. They are made from a mix of plastic resin 
and powdered glass. In addition to fillings, composites can be used for veneers, 
inlays, crowns, and chipped teeth. However, amalgam fillings are also very 
durable, have an easier installation process, and cost less. They also last longer: a 
composite filling may last around ten years, while an amalgam filling can last for 
fifteen. 
 If you would like to learn about the kinds of materials we use for repairing 
cavities, be sure to discuss your questions with us. We bring you our  dental 
column in order to keep you up-to-date on the latest materials, research, 
innovations, and procedures available in dentistry today  and to inform our 
readers how the many benefits of modern oral care can enhance their lives via a 
stunning smile. New patients are always welcome at our state-of-the-art office; 
please call for an appointment.
 P.S. Although amalgam fillings contain mercury, the American Dental 
Association says they are a “viable and safe” option. 
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United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, is once again participating in the He-
bron Maple Fest. The synagogue will sell baked 
goods and offer tours of its historic building on 
Sunday, March 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

The synagogue said its historic building needs 
a new roof and other major renovations, and is 
looking for donations to its capital campaign. 
To learn more, go to www.gofundme.com/f/
support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 

inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

  If interested in becoming a member or 
would like to learn more about the synagogue, 
please visit www.ubofhebron.org or email ubof-
hebron@gmail.com.  Also, check out the syna-
gogue’s Facebook page for information about 
upcoming events and services.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief
Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and older 

or 100% Social Security disabled is offered in 
conformance with eligibility requirements and 
specifications of state enabling legislation. The 
Hebron Assessor’s office will accept applications 
through May 15. 

The maximum income limits set for the Oct. 
1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, $46,300; 
Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 federal 
income tax return with supporting documents 
(if filed), including a 1099 Social Security state-

ment, must be presented at time of application. 
Social Security disabled applicants must also 
present proof of disability dated within three 
years of application. If no tax return is filed, 
all taxable and non-taxable income statements 
must be presented at time of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by 
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-5971 
ext. 126.

Tax Abatement Applications Available
Applications for property tax abatements are 

available for Hebron residents. There is a town 
ordinance that defers property taxes when those 
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from 
any source.  

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax 
liability would be capped at $2,400.  The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400.  The abatement would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1. 

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 

would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate.  Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate which is signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent 
taxes (18%).  The interest rate is currently 4.25% 
and is reviewed annually by the Town Council. 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971.  Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is May 31.   

Maplefest Craft Fair Coming
As part of Hebron’s Maple Festival, Gilead 

Congregational Church invites all to attend 
its annual Maplefest Craft Fair on Saturday, 
March 21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 672 Gilead St.

This family-friendly event will feature a cu-
rated selection of unique, handcrafted goods 

and one-of-a-kind gifts made by artisans 
within the local communities. The talents 
of a few of the vendors include handcrafted 
jewelry, scenic local photography, artisan-
made home décor, fine paper crafts, fused 
glass suncatchers and adornments, and 
more.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. Credit cards 
are currently not accepted. For full descriptions 
of programs and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/colches-
ter-senior-center.

Monday, March 16: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Quil-
ters Documentary; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 
a.m.-noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, March 17: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Book Club; 11 
a.m., Diabetes Management Presentation; 12:30 
p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., 
Bingo; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights. 

Wednesday, March 18: 9 a.m., Making Mem-
ories, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexol-
ogy; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot 
Card Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., Four-
Leaf Clover Feast; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, March 19: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 
p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 
p.m., Knit & Crochet; 4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.  

Friday, March 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., AARP Tax 
Aide by appointment; 9 a.m., Social Service 
Hours, Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit, 
Second Annual Quilt Share & Tell; 10:30 a.m., 
Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Second Annual Quilt Share & Tell: Friday, 
March 20, 10 a.m. The center will once again 
celebrate all our talented members who make 
quilts by having a Share and Tell event. If you 
make quilts or have a favorite quilt to share, 

you’re invited to join in the celebration. Refresh-
ments will be served. Registration is required.

Candle-Making: Tuesday, March 24, 6 p.m. 
Make a homemade candle to keep for yourself 
or give as a gift. The cost is $8 and registration 
is required.

AARP Driver Safety Training: Wednesday, 
March 25, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Learn the rules 
of the road, defensive driving techniques, how 
to operate your vehicle more safely, and how 
you can manage and accommodate age-related 
changes in vision, hearing and reaction time. 
You may qualify for a discount from your in-
surance provider. Open to anyone 50 and over. 
The cost is $20 for AARP members and $25 for 
non-members. Register by March 20 or until 
sold out.

Pictionary Team Night: Thursday, March 
26, 6 p.m. Come play a fun game of Pictionary. 
Snacks will be provided and the winning team 
wins a prize. Cost is $3, and registration is re-
quired.

Ultimate Bingo: Tuesday, March 31, 6 p.m. 
Space is limited for this monthly game, where 
you pay to play and the prizes are bigger. The 
cost is $10, and registration is required.

Hand-Sewn Mini Quilts: Thursday, March 
26, 1 p.m. All are invited to come make a tiny 
quilt that can be turned into a fridge magnet, a 
pin cushion or a mini quilt brooch. This is a free 
program, but registration is required.

Healthy Food Series: Making Meals Ahead 
for Healthy Living: Tuesday, March 31, 10:30 
a.m. Look at various ways to meal prep, tools 
that make prepping easier, storage options and 
various recipes for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Several recipe samples will be shared. This is a 
free program. Registration is required.

The Southeastern Connecticut Seahawks recently won the 14U Capitals Division 
State Championship hockey tournament. Three Colchester teens are on the team.

Local Teens on Championship Team
Three Colchester teens are on the South-

eastern Connecticut Seahawks team that won 
the 14U Capitals Division State Championship 
hockey tournament on Sunday, March 1.

The win was a bit of an underdog story for 
the team as they were going against a team they 
hadn’t beaten all season. They started the season 
playing against the Enfield Eagles in their first 
game and lost 8-2. The next time they played the 
Seahawks tightened the gap 6-2, third game of 
the season it was 3-1 in the Eagles favor. They 
finally tied the Eagles in the tournament 4-4. 

After winning the semifinals game over the 

Wonderland Wizards (out of Bridgeport) 5-1 
Sunday morning, they faced off against the En-
field Eagles on Sunday night, pulling off a very 
close 5-4 win in regulation. 

The three Colchester students on the team are 
Bacon Academy freshmen Dylan Molina and 
Benjamin Lockwood, and William J. Johnston 
Middle School eighth-grader Chase Pilney.

Anyone is interested in learning to play hock-
ey or playing for the Seahawks, which is based 
out of Norwich, can learn more at SECYH.org. 
Tryouts begin March 21st. 

For more information, call 860-748-9098.

Nocturnal Pollinators Program
The Colchester Garden Club invites all to 

learn about the importance of the often-over-
looked nighttime pollinators at its meeting 
Tuesday, March 24, at 6 p.m., at Cragin Memo-
rial Library, Norton Room A. 

Margery Winters, longtime naturalist and as-
sistant director at Roaring Brook Nature Center 
in Canton, will present “Gardening Under the 
Stars; Saving our Nocturnal Pollinators.” Ad-

mission is free.
The Colchester Garden Club is an all-vol-

unteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with 
members in Colchester and eight other Con-
necticut towns. For more information about 
the club visit www.colchesterct.gov/colchester-
garden-club or contact colchestergardenclub@
yahoo.com.

Cougars Comedy Night
The Colchester Cougars Youth Football and 

Cheer will host a Comedy Night Wednesday, 
March 25, at Bacon Academy, featuring na-
tional touring comedian Corey Rodrigues.

The evening will also feature 50/50 raffles 
and themed raffle baskets. 

All funds raised will go toward the Cougars’ 
$30,000 fundraising goal to update the orga-
nization’s colors to better match Bacon Acad-
emy and Colchester youth sports colors, while 
aligning more closely with Lyman Memorial 

High School. 
Colchester Cougars Youth Football and 

Cheer serves families in Colchester, Lebanon, 
East Haddam/Moodus, Salem, Bozrah and 
East Hampton. 

Tickets are $30 in advance or $40 at the 
door. However, tickets are expected to sell 
quickly, so advance purchase is recom-
mended. For tickets, visit tinyurl.com/Cou-
garsComedy.



NEWS BULLETIN • March 13, 2026	 Page 27

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

R
E2

-2
7-

26

With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 3/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 3/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

RE3-13-26

860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Spring is on the 
way...and we are 
here and ready to 

help you sell or 
buy a new home!

Lions Club Accepting Grant Applications
The Colchester Lions Club is now accepting 

applications for grant requests from commu-
nity groups and organizations, in preparation 
for its annual Community Night of Giving in 
May.

Organizations should be prepared to dem-
onstrate how the funds would be used to 
benefit the community. Applications can be 
found on the club’s website (colchesterlions.

org), or may be obtained in writing: Colches-
ter Lions Club, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT, 
06415. Completed applications must be sub-
mitted by March 20.

Serving the community since 1949, the 
Colchester Lions give back all profits raised 
to groups and organizations in the commu-
nity, in addition to Lions’ causes in the region, 
state, country and world.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, March 20, 6-8 p.m., at 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. Cost: 
$25/ team. Preregistration required. A maxi-
mum of 10 teams of four will be allowed (one 
person per team should register). Come with 
a team or come alone and Parks and Rec. will 
connect you with people. Children can be in-
cluded on a team, but there must be at least four 
adults on each team. Additional Puzzlepalooza 
date: April 24.

CCO Concert: Colchester Choir and Orches-
tra will present its March concert, “Mozart to 
Modern,” next Saturday, March 21, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Bacon Academy auditorium. This concert 
will feature music from Disney’s Moana, The 
Greatest Showman, and several classical pieces. 
Admission is free, but donations are appreci-
ated and help offset costs of purchasing new 
music each season. For more information visit 
colchesterct.gov/Colchester-choir-orchestra or 
contact parksandrec@colchesterct.gov.

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays, April 

1-May 20, 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate 
School, for ages 15 and older. This is a HIIT-
style dance workout. Cost is $60 per resident, 
$65 per nonresident; drop-ins are welcome, at 
$12 per class. Minimum of 4 participants re-
quired, with a maximum of 30 allowed.

Self-Defense for Adults: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m., at 
360 Defense, 52 Mill St., for ages 12 and up. 
Come try out Krav Maga and kickboxing to get 
a full body workout and learn practical self-de-
fense. Cost is $120 (five weeks, two classes per 
week). Minimum of one participant required, 
with a maximum of 12. 

Auditions for Shakespeare on the Green: 
Twelfth Night: Colchester Actors’ Theatre is 
holding auditions Wednesday, April 15, and 
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the Youth Cen-
ter, 95 Norwich Ave., for this summer’s outdoor 
production of Twelfth Night by William Shake-
speare. All roles are being cast. All actors age 16 
and up are invited to audition, and are asked to 
prepare contrasting classical or Shakespearean 
monologues for the audition. Pre-registration is 
encouraged to reserve an audition spot. Walk-
ins are also welcome. Show dates are June 25th 
and 26th on the Town Green in Colchester. 
Contact parksandrec@colchesterct.gov with 
any questions or to reserve an audition time.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.  

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Facebook.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. Kids 
will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. It’s an 

open discussion on the theme: How does God 
fit in this thing called life?

Clothing Swap Coming Soon: The church 
will host a Church Clothing Swap, and is look-
ing for donations. All are asked to donate gently 
used clean clothing. All sizes are welcome—
men, women, teens, and children. Date: Satur-
day, March 28, 9 a.m.-noon. 

Upcoming Outreach: Vacation Bible School 
is coming in July. Operation Christmas Child 
will also come up later this year; boxes and 
packing guides will be available at the church. 
All are invited to participate in this outreach 
program. 

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through 
June.

Selectmen Discusses Controversial Shortfall 
By Toriana Williams

At last week’s meeting of the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen, residents and board mem-
bers alike spoke out about a budgetary short-
fall that, according to one resident, could be as 
much as $5 million. 

As reported on the cover of this week’s 
Rivereast, the discovery of the financial short-
fall, which is in the shared health insurance re-
serve fund between the town and the Board of 
Education, led the school board to authorize a 
forensic audit to further dive into the matter. 	

During the public comment period of the 
March 5 Board of Selectmen meeting, resident 
Jason LaChapelle urged the board to take a 
more active role in investigating the shortfall 
tied to the BOE’s health reserve fund. LaCha-
pelle cited figures that have circulated publicly 
indicating a discrepancy somewhere between 
$1 million and $5 million.

“I want to talk about this forensic audit go-
ing on in the Board of Education and the 
somewhere between $1 million and $5 million 
shortfall in the health reserve fund,” LaChapelle 
began. He emphasized that taxpayers expect 
oversight from elected officials, noting that the 
town charter gives the BOS authority to investi-
gate town boards.

“We’re your taxpayers and your constituents, 

and you do have an obligation to watch out for 
the town’s financial health and our tax dollars,” 
he said. 

LaChapelle argued that if the $5 million es-
timate were accurate, the amount would repre-
sent a substantial portion of the town’s finances. 
“That’s, what, 30% of the town’s budget, that’s 
11% of the Board of Education budget,” he said. 
“That is not peanuts; that is a significant amount 
of money.”

He continued to then question the board and 
their intent as they moved forward. “My ques-
tion to this board … is what are you doing about 
this? Where is the investigation into the previ-
ous Board of Education and how did we get to 
a point where the taxpayers have lost apparently 
$5 million?”

He raised concerns about leadership over-
sight, noting that Republican Donna Antonacci, 
who was chair of the BOE during the period in 
question, now serves on the Board of Finance. 
LaChapelle asked when the selectmen might 
begin their own inquiry to determine how the 
situation developed and what steps could pre-
vent similar issues in the future. 

“The taxpayers going to be the only ones who 
will make up that difference,” he said.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Demo-

crat, responded to LaChapelle’s comments by 
clarifying that the situation involved more than 
a simple loss of funds. Dennler, who has at-
tended meetings of the town’s health insurance 
subcommittee, said the widely cited $5 million 
figure included projected costs rather than a 
confirmed deficit. 

“I do want to offer, just, clarification because 
we don’t have a Board of Education member 
present,” Dennler stated.

He explained that two major factors are con-
tributing to the numbers being discussed. The 
first is an increase in projected health insurance 
claims. Since the town operates as a self-insured 
entity, it directly absorbs rising healthcare costs. 

“When you talk about this $5 million num-
ber, a large portion is an increase in projected 
claims,” Dennler noted, adding that the town 
side of the budget has experienced similar pro-
jections.

The second factor is a funding shortfall within 
the reserve fund itself, which Dennler acknowl-
edged is serious. However, he said the BOE has 
already initiated its own investigation.

“The Board of Education does have an inves-
tigation underway,” he said. “I will not comment 
on their investigation, but I do want to acknowl-
edge that there are two factors here, and I don’t 

want to alarm people that there’s $5 million 
missing.”

Selectman Calls Situation ‘Outrageous’
Selectman Tim Vaillancourt, a Republican, 

expressed frustration with what he described as 
a lack of information provided to the Board of 
Selectmen about the situation. He argued that 
the board should have been informed earlier 
and more thoroughly. 

“I think it’s outrageous that we haven’t been 
told more about this. I mean, it appears that 
none of you care that much about it,” he said.

He pointed to a decision in the previous bud-
get cycle when the board provided an additional 
$250,000 to the BOE’s health reserve fund, de-
scribing it as a budget maneuver the town had 
not used before. In light of the current discus-
sion about the reserve fund, he said that deci-
sion raised more concerns.

“Now we’re short a minimum of, the way I 
hear it, $1 million, maybe more,” he said, adding 
that the fund could potentially run out before 
the end of the fiscal year.

Vaillancourt also criticized Antonacci’s lead-
ership, going so far as to say she should resign 
from the Board of Finance. “I believe personally 
that this board should make a motion asking 
her to do so,” he said.

Historical Society Program on Putnam
All are invited to join the Colchester Histori-

cal Society for a presentation on Major General 
Israel Putnam, led by historian and author Rob-
ert Hubbard, on Thursday, March 19, at 6:30 
p.m., at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood 
Ave. 

Israel Putnam (1718–1790) was an influential 
figure in 18th-century America, remembered 
for his pivotal roles in both the French and In-
dian War and the Revolutionary War. In 1758, 
he narrowly survived being burned alive by Mo-
hawk warriors, and later led a group of 500 men 
who were shipwrecked near Cuba. Putnam is fa-

mously credited with the command, “Don’t fire 
until you see the whites of their eyes,” during the 
Battle of Bunker Hill.

Detailing Putnam’s close relationships with 
Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton, and John 
and Abigail Adams, Hubbard’s presentation of 
Putnam re-examines the life of a revolutionary 
whose seniority in the Continental Army was 
second only to that of George Washington.

Robert Ernest Hubbard, author of Major 
General Israel Putnam: Hero of the Revolution-
ary War, is a historian and retired professor 
from Albertus Magnus College in New Haven.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will hold 

its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday during 
Lent, running through and including Good Fri-
day, April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include coleslaw, 
coffee and dessert. Cost is $17 for adults and $10 
for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout 
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593 
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Ladies Guild Offering Trip
St. Andrew Ladies Guild in Colchester invites 

all to accompany guild members on a Valley 
Forge and Longwood Gardens tour, from May 
19-21. 

Step back into American history at Valley 
Forge, explore the heart of Philadelphia, and 
wander through Longwood Gardens. There will 
also be a visit to the Museum of the American 
Revolution, as well as the Betsy Ross House to 
enjoy colonial chocolate making.  

For a flyer, contact Barbara Gozzo at barb-
gozzo@gmail.com or 860-208-4121.

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 3/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 3/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Community Wellness Fair 
Colchester Youth and Social Services and the 

Colchester Farmers Market will hold the Col-
chester Community Wellness Fair Saturday, 
March 21, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Colches-
ter Senior Center, located at 15 Louis Lane.

This free, family-friendly event will feature 
local mental health services, wellness resources, 
community vendors, and many various activi-
ties. Residents of all ages are encouraged to stop 
by,  meet local providers, participate in activi-
ties, discover resources that support a healthier 
community, and enjoy a day focused on health 
and well-being.

For more information and event schedule, 
please visit colchesterct.gov/yss.

Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny

Colchester Youth and Social Services will 
hold a Breakfast with the Easter Bunny fund-
raiser Sunday, March 29, from 9-11 a.m., at the 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. 

Tickets are $15 per person and include break-
fast, DIY photos with the Easter Bunny, an egg 
hunt, and crafts. Kids can also enjoy mini carni-
val games, face-painting, and an Easter Bunny 
Cake Walk, with tickets available for $1 each 
(cash only). 

To purchase tickets, visit tinyurl.com/bunny-
bfast. For more information, visit Colchesterct.
gov/yss.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner – Wrights 
Farm & Bally’s Twin River Casino: Thursday, 
April 16, departing at 10:15 a.m. Your meal con-
sists of dinner rolls, salad with the farm’s classic 
Italian dressing, pasta with red sauce, French 
fries, and Wright’s famous baked chicken. Leave 
room for ice cream for dessert. After time in the 
gift shop, there will be a visit to Bally’s Twin Riv-
er Casino. Cost is $115 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch; it does not include a 
casino bonus at this time. Space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday, 
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire 
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the 
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu 

changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided 
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in 
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost 
is $167 per person, and includes transportation 
and lunch. Space is limited. 

Goodspeed – Jesus Christ Superstar & 
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3, 
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see 
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the 
Gelston House. 

City Island Lobster House – Bronx, N.Y.: 
Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a 
scenic ride across the bridge from the Bronx 
to City Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at 
City Island Lobster House, and afternoon shop-
ping at Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171 
per person, which includes transportation and 
lunch. 

Vendors Sought
for Spring Fair

Colchester Federated Church’s annual 
Spring in Bloom Vendor Fair is coming 
up on May 2 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. This fair 
showcases local crafters, vendors, farmers 
and more.

If you would like a table at the fair to 
sell your goods, please reach out to Renee 
Misbach at rouillette01@snet.net for more 
information. 

WJJMS PTO
Comedy Night

There will be a Comedy Fundraiser for Wil-
liam J. Johnston Middle School on Friday, 
March 13. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the event 
starts at 7 p.m.

There will be a cash bar, raffle prizes, a 50/50 
raffle, and more. This is a PG-13 event.

Tickets are $25 and can be purchased at www.
funny4funds/events.

Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner

The St. Joseph Polish Club, at 395 South Main 
St., will hold its annual corned beef and cab-
bage dinner Sunday, March 15, from 1-3 p.m. 
The meal is dine-in or to-go, and is open to the 
public.

Dinner includes corned beef, cabbage, pota-
toes, carrots and rye bread with butter. Tick-
ets are $16 and must be purchased in advance. 
Tickets are on sale at the club during regular 
business hours.

Lions to Offer Vision 
Screenings

The Colchester Lions will offer Free Vision 
Screenings Friday, March 20, from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., at Cragin Library, 8 Linwood Ave.

The Lions provide vision screenings at the el-
ementary and intermediate schools as well as a 
number of nursery schools and home day care 
locations. All Colchester children, 6 months 
through young adults, are eligible for this free 
service. A parent or guardian will need to sign 
a permission form. The equipment screens for 
myopia, hyperopia, anisometropia, anisocoria, 
strabismus, and astigmatism. A printout of the 
screening results will be provided.

The Lions will gather raw numbers of vision 
issues for reporting purposes and do not retain 
any personal information. 

Pierogies for Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester 

will have homemade pierogies for sale Saturday, 
March 21. To place your order, call Brenda at 
860-365-0281. 

There are about 200 dozen available, so call 
Brenda ASAP to make sure you get them, the 
church advised.

Lions Club Collecting
Donations, Eyeglasses

The Colchester Lions Club will hold its an-
nual Sight Saver Weekend the weekend of April 
17-19.

Collection locations will be: Noel’s Market on 
Friday, April 17 from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, April 
18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, April 
19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; also, Stop & Shop on 
Saturday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 Fifty percent of the funds raised during this 
weekend will go to Connecticut Lions Eye Re-
search Foundation. The rest of the money raised 
will go towards local causes at the end of the Li-
ons’ year.

Lions Club members will also be collecting 
used eyeglasses all weekend.

Bacon’s Three-Sport Star Continues to Shine
By Josh Howard

Entering the final season of his high school 
career, Bacon Academy senior Troy Johnson 
hopes his final chapter is as memorable as the 
previous ones. 

Along with being an all-state soccer player 
at the school, Johnson most recently scored his 
1,000th career point for Bacon boys basketball 
and now prepares for his senior lacrosse season 
with a Bobcats team that has captured back-to-
back conference championship banners. 

Johnson said playing the three sports has al-
lowed him to expand his horizon, both as an 
athlete and as a person. 

“I feel like the community I’ve built is very 
strong because I’m not just around one group of 
guys, I’m around three different groups of guys,” 
said Johnson. “I feel like I’m able to bring what 
I’ve learned in each sport and bring a new per-
spective.”

In diversifying his athletic endeavors, John-
son is following in the footsteps of his two older 
brothers, Quinn and Grant, who also played a 
trio of sports. His father, Montez, was also an 
All-American athlete that was a three-sport star. 

“I always thought that was normal, but as I 
got older and started playing at a higher compe-
tition, a lot of these dudes only played one sport 
[and] I really worried that a skill gap would 
soon develop,” recalled Johnson.  

But that gap never widened as Johnson al-
ways played with kids older than him, which 
translated to immediate success once he was at 
Bacon. 

In his final high school basketball game on 
Feb. 26, Johnson scored a career-high 32 points 
and eclipsed 1,000 career points in the process. 
Once the final buzzer sounded, Johnson had 
posted 1,007 career points, becoming the sev-

enth player in program history – and the first 
since Erik Martin in 1993 – to surpass the four-
digit scoring total. 

Prior to the finale, Johnson said he knew he 
was close to the mark but wasn’t sure of the ex-
act number he needed to score. He ended up 
reaching the milestone on a layup with 5:41 left 
in fourth quarter.

“I was really glad to have my teammates and 
the student section there to support me. I really 
appreciated it,” Johnson said of the memorable 
moment. 

Over his four years on the courts, Johnson 
started every game and Bacon Academy boys 
head coach Craig Kupper said his prolific point 
producer was more than just a scorer. 

“He could have scored 2,000 if he wanted to, 
but he was a great teammate and always willing 
to make the extra pass and not force anything,” 
added Kupper, who said Johnson’s other sports 
allowed him to hit the ground running once 
basketball season tipped off. “He always came in 
with that competitive fire already lit.”

 Heading into the basketball season, Johnson 
had already made the most of his final soccer 
season by earning Connecticut Soccer Coach 
Association (CSCA) Class M All-State after 
serving as a senior captain for a Bobcats soccer 
team that advanced to the state quarterfinals 
this past fall.

Johnson scored a team-high 26 points (11 
goals, 4 assists) as he made All-Eastern Con-
necticut Conference (ECC) First-Team to go 
along with his all-state selection. 

Bacon Academy boys soccer head coach Skip 
Starks said Johnson has an unending work eth-
ic, referring to his all-state forward as a “class 
individual” that is blessed with tremendous ath-
letic abilities. 

“He leads by example in everything that he 
does,” added Starks, who also coached Johnson’s 
older brothers. “He comes from a great family 
and checks everything single box that you could 
check.”    

Next up is the lacrosse season, set to official-
ly start on March 21 with games beginning in 
early April.

A year ago, Johnson hit a scoring mark on 
the last game of his junior season, eclipsing 100 
career goals. Heading into spring, Johnson has 
102 goals and 28 assists and will most certainly 
add to those totals this spring as the Bobcats 
aim to finish atop the ECC Division II standings 
for the third straight season. 

“We have a great group of guys and I feel like 
this year we can make a run,” Johnson said of 
the goals coming into the 2026 season. “I don’t 
have a lot of individual goals; I’m just trying to 
focus on what I can do for the team to succeed.”

Once lacrosse season wraps up in a few 
months, Johnson will shift his focus to college 
where his long-term goal is to become a math 
teacher. 

Although intramural sports may be in his fu-
ture, the year-round athlete said his education 
will now take top priority.  

“I’m ready to move onto my next chapter,” 
explained Johnson. “My dad always preached 
‘carry the books as well as the ball.’”

Johnson has already started educating youth, 
serving as a coach and referee for youth sports 
in town.

Whether it is teaching or coaching, Johnson 
said mentoring the next generation is the next 

challenge he will tackle, adding, “I’m just glad 
I can continue my journey and give back to the 
community.”

Johnson recently eclipsed 1,000 career 
points on the hardwood, becoming the 
first Bacon Academy boys basketball 
player in over three decades to hit the 
four-digit mark.

Troy Johnson is a three-sport star that earned all-state on the soccer fields last fall, 
netting 11 goals and dishing out four assists as the Bobcats advanced to the quarterfinals 
of the Class M state tournament.  

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Caroline Banning, Kelly 

Ann Kessler and Ray Talbot made the fall 2025 
Dean’s List at Goodwin University.
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 3/31/26

The Colchester Historical Society will 
hold a program on Major General Israel 
Putnam Thursday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m., 
at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood 
Ave.

Historical Society Program on Israel Putnam
All are invited to join the Colchester Histori-

cal Society for a presentation on Major General 
Israel Putnam, led by historian and author Rob-
ert Hubbard, on Thursday, March 19, at 6:30 
p.m., at Cragin Memorial Library, 8 Linwood 
Ave. 

Israel Putnam (1718–1790) was an influential 
figure in 18th-century America, remembered 
for his pivotal roles in both the French and In-
dian War and the Revolutionary War. In 1758, 
he narrowly survived being burned alive by Mo-
hawk warriors, and later led a group of 500 men 
who were shipwrecked near Cuba. Putnam is fa-
mously credited with the command, “Don’t fire 
until you see the whites of their eyes,” during the 
Battle of Bunker Hill.

Detailing Putnam’s close relationships with 
Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton, and John 
and Abigail Adams, Hubbard’s presentation of 
Putnam re-examines the life of a revolutionary 
whose seniority in the Continental Army was 
second only to that of George Washington.

Robert Ernest Hubbard, author of Major 
General Israel Putnam: Hero of the Revolution-
ary War, is a historian and retired professor 
from Albertus Magnus College in New Haven.

Lions To Host ‘Coconuts’ Comedy Show

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog related items for 
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” The 
event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-
day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain 
date of Sunday, May 31. 

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt 
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, 
and other canine entertainment. 

Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth. 
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. 
If you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.
com.

First-Time
Homebuyers’ Class

All are invited to a First-Time Homebuyer’s 
Class that will be held at Carl Guild & Associ-
ates, 392 South Main St., on Saturday, March 28, 
at 1 p.m. 

First-time homebuyers will learn about pro-
grams that help with downpayment, inspections 
you may need to do on the home, and every-
thing you need to know about house-shopping. 

Speakers will be realtor Carol Ryall, Hayley 
Horzepa of Total Mortgage, and Ryan Hartman 
of Anchor Home Inspection.

To reserve a seat, call 860-514-5333 or 203-
695-2818.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE PAGE 39

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COMARRINGTON REAL ESTATE
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Updates Issued on Roof
Project, Athletic Complex

By Toriana Williams
Residents at referendum last month approved 

a roof replacement at Bacon Academy as well as 
construction of a new athletic complex – and 
last week, First Selectman Bernie Dennler pro-
vided updates on both projects.

Dennler told selectmen at their March 5 
meeting that, since there are leaks in the exist-
ing roof at Bacon, “we would like to try to get 
the ball rolling as quickly as possible.”

Dennler, a Democrat, explained that forming 
a building committee is a necessary first step, 
particularly if the town hopes to apply for fund-
ing assistance from the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Administrative Services (DAS). The 
committee would oversee the project’s design, 
bidding and construction phases.

He asked fellow board members whether they 
preferred an open recruitment process or direct 
outreach to individuals with previous experi-
ence serving on municipal building committees.

Selectwoman Rosemary Coyle, a Democrat, 
suggested a streamlined approach. “I think 
maybe we can just get a lot of talented people 
together,” she said and recommended a three-

member committee supported by two alternates.
Dennler also said the Athletic Complex 

Building Committee had begun meeting, fol-
lowing the approval at referendum. Consultants 
from FieldTurf have already returned several 
bids, and the committee is reviewing pricing to 
finalize the project scope.

The committee plans to meet again on March 
18 and is expected to present recommendations 
to the board the following evening, potentially 
marking the next step toward improvements at 
the town’s athletic facilities.

Other Updates
Also at last week’s meeting, selectwoman De-

nise Turner, a Democrat, highlighted upcom-
ing family-oriented events in town, including a 
bicycle safety rodeo scheduled for May 2 at the 
Federated Church. The event will coincide with 
the annual Food Fest on the Green and will in-
clude small riding courses designed for children.

Turner also noted that auditions for the town’s 
Shakespeare on the Green production will take 
place in April.

Garden Club Continues to Blossom
The Colchester Garden Club continues to 

blossom as one of the town’s active volunteer 
groups. The club brings together residents 
(from Colchester and surrounding towns) who 
share a love of gardening, learning and commu-
nity service. 

CGC monthly meetings feature guest speak-
ers, demonstrations, and discussion on topics 
ranging from native plants and pollinator habits 
to vegetable gardening and sustainable practic-
es. The club welcomes gardeners of all experi-

ence levels-from seasoned growers to those just 
discovering the joy of getting their hands in the 
soil. 

Anyone who wishes to learn more, attending 
a meeting, or joining upcoming projects is en-
couraged to reach out and get involved. Email 
Colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Colchester Garden Club is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

The Colchester Lions Club will host an eve-
ning with Coconuts - Boomer Humor Comedy 
Rock Band on Friday, March 27, at St. Joseph’s 
Polish Society, 395 South Main St.

 The Coconuts’ blend of music and humor in-
cludes parodies, sing-alongs, comedy numbers, 
and rock and roll from the ‘50s, ‘60s and 70s. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m., and the show will 
start at 7 p.m. Outside beverages are not per-
mitted, but snacks are welcome. Tickets are $25 
each and can be obtained by emailing Colches-
terLionsComedy@gmail.com, or calling 860-
337-2924.

Pierogies for Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester 

will have homemade pierogies for sale Saturday, 
March 21. To place your order, call Brenda at 
860-365-0281. 

There are about 200 dozen available, so call 
Brenda ASAP to make sure you get them, the 
church advised.

Dean’s List
Daniel Wozniak of Colchester made the fall 

2025 Dean’s List at the University of Connecti-
cut in Storrs.  He is attending the School of En-
gineering and majoring in electrical engineer-
ing.
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Colchester’s Canine Queen Reigns Supreme
By Toriana Williams

Mary Bylone of Colchester is celebrating the 
continued success of her Newfoundland show 
dog, Serena, formally registered as “Grand 
Champion Gold Timberknolls Queen of the 
Court for Seaworthy.” In February 2026, Ser-
ena earned Best of Opposite Sex for the second 
consecutive year at the prestigious Westminster 
Kennel Club Dog Show, adding yet another rib-
bon to a career that is already nothing to bark at.

With more than 110 wins, Serena was also 
honored by the Newfoundland Club of America 
and will be formally recognized at the New-
foundland National Specialty Dog Show in May.

Bylone, a retired registered nurse, former 
chief nursing officer at Hartford HealthCare 
and former Colchester first selectwoman, has 
been involved with Newfoundland dogs since 
2009. What began as a simple search for a pet 
therapy dog quickly grew into a full-fledged 
passion for the breed, a lifestyle that revolves 
around the show ring.

Today, Bylone owns several Newfoundlands 
at any given time and travels extensively across 
the country, often by RV, to compete in dog 
shows nearly every weekend. “She’s been show-
ing now for 20 months. She’s been out on the 
road going to dog shows almost every week-
end,” Bylone said.

The frequent travel has taken Serena far be-
yond Connecticut, with appearances in states 
including Michigan, Wisconsin, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, just to name a few stops on the 
tour. Serena has competed in roughly 200 
shows, proving she’s always ready for the next 
competition.

Dog shows judge animals according to de-
tailed breed standards that evaluate physical 
structure, movement and overall appearance. 
While judges rely on those objective guidelines, 
Bylone said there’s always remnants of subjec-
tivity involved. “They’re human, and they have 
things that they like.” Fortunately for Serena, 
she knows how to steal the spotlight.

“Serena is just a phenomenal show dog. She 
loves it,” Bylone shared. “When she gets in the 
ring, it’s like, ‘Hey, over here, look at me.’ Her 
ears go up and she struts her stuff.” 

Serena was unfortunately unavailable for 
comment, but her response would have almost 
certainly been, “Woof.”	

At just three and a half years old, Serena has 
already reached the Grand Champion Gold lev-
el, one of the highest titles in the sport. Prepar-
ing a champion Newfoundland, however, takes 
more than just wagging a tail.

Bylone carefully manages Serena’s grooming, 
nutrition and training. The breed’s thick double 
coat requires extensive upkeep, especially dur-
ing show season. 

“That process is about three hours from start 

to finish,” Bylone explained.
Despite the demanding schedule and signifi-

cant expense of competing, Bylone prefers to 
travel with Serena herself rather than rely en-
tirely on professional handlers. After all, their 
partnership is more than just owner and dog, 
it’s a team effort.

One of Bylone’s favorite memories from their 
time on the road came after a big win. To cel-
ebrate, she prepared a special dinner. 

“I have a picture of where she’s laying on the 
ground, and in front of her is the ribeye steak 
and a bottle of Prosecco,” Bylone said. “It hap-
pened to be her birthday and she won Best of 
Breed that day. So it was a very special time.”

While Serena shines in the spotlight, her per-
sonality at home is just as impressive.

“She’s a very confident girl,” Bylone said. As 
the unofficial leader among Bylone’s group of 
Newfoundlands, Serena clearly knows she’s top 
dog. 

“It’s like she comes in and she says, ‘Okay, I 
don’t know who was in charge while I was gone, 
but I’m back. So stand aside.’ And you can al-
most see it happen,” Bylone shared with a laugh.

Serena’s story is also tied to meaningful lin-
eage. She was bred by a close friend in Tennessee 
and originally came to Bylone’s home on a tem-
porary basis while the breeder recovered from 
a health issue. But Serena quickly made herself 
at home, and it didn’t take long for Bylone and 
her wife to realize the pup was there to stay. In 
a fitting coincidence, Serena’s mother also had a 
standout showing at Westminster, winning Best 
of Opposite Sex two years in a row, one year 
while pregnant with Serena. In a way, Serena’s 
first trip to the famous show happened before 
she was even born. Talk about being born ready 
for the big leagues.

Serena’s show career will likely conclude at 
the Newfoundland Club of America National 
Specialty in May, where hundreds of the breed’s 
best dogs will compete. After that, Bylone hopes 
Serena will move into the next phase of her life 
- possibly raising litters of puppies that carry on 
her strong genetics and gentle temperament.

Even retirement might not keep her out of the 
ring forever. If all goes well, Serena could return 
years down the road as a veteran competitor, 
proving you can still teach an old dog a few new 
championship tricks.

For Bylone, the rewards of dog showing goes 
far beyond ribbons and ranking. The sport, she 
said, is about celebrating the breed, improving 
future generations of dogs and sharing the ex-
perience with friends who share the same pas-
sion. Regardless of the outcome in the ring, she 
believes every participant leaves with the best 
prize of all: the companionship of a beloved dog.

Serena, a Newfoundland owned by Colchester resident Mary Bylone, continues to 
rack up the titles at prestigious dog shows.

Pat’s Peak… Troop 13 and Troop 72 enjoyed a day of adventure and skiing at Pat’s 
Peak in New Hampshire.  They skied all day and into the night under the lights and 
then the scouts spent the night in the lodge. This one of the many adventurous trips 
that Troop 13 partakes in. The troop meets on most Mondays at 7 p.m. at the St. 
Andrew Church Hall, in Colchester.  Boys ages 11 through 17 are welcome to join.  
Stop by at any meeting or contact scoutmaster Brian Marburger at brian.marburger@
comcast.net or 860-917-5896.

Strike a Pose...Serena and her handler, Jessica Thibault, smile for cameras after Ser-
ena won back to back Best of Opposite Sex at the famous Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show on February 3, 2026.

Serena and owner Mary Bylone pose with nearly three foot long ribbons, prizes 
that “take up a lot of space” in the home Bylone shares with her wife and four other 
Newfoundlands.
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Dean’s List
Colchester residents Taylor McKnight and 

Marissa Parola made the fall 2025 Dean’s List at 
Emmanuel College in Boston.

McKnight is majoring in Englis and Parola is 
majoring in marketing.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 
church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, questions, or even if you just 
need prayer. You can also visit AbundantL.com.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Local Student Named Candidate in
Presidential Scholars Program  

Benjamin Buyniski, a graduating senior at 
Bacon Academy, has been named one of more 
than 5,000 candidates in the 2026 U.S. Presiden-
tial Scholars Program. The candidates were se-
lected from nearly 3.6 million students expected 
to graduate from U.S. high schools in the year 
2026.   

Scholars are selected based on superior aca-
demic and artistic achievements, leadership 
qualities, strong character and involvement 
in community and school activities. Further 
consideration will be based on the students’ 
essays, self-assessments, description of activi-
ties, school recommendations, and school tran-

scripts.  
A panel of educators will review these sub-

missions and select approximately 600 semifi-
nalists in the spring. The Commission on Presi-
dential Scholars will select the finalists, and the 
U.S. Department of Education will announce 
the Scholars in the summer. 

To commemorate their achievement, U.S. 
Presidential Scholars are awarded the Presiden-
tial Scholars Medallion. 

Annually, up to 161 U.S. Presidential Scholars 
are chosen from among that year’s senior class.

Buyniski is the child of Alex and Laurie 
Buyniski. 

RE5-9-25

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Obituaries

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Colchester
Peter Salmoiraghi

It is with deep sorrow 
that we announce the 
passing of Peter Salmoi-
raghi of Colchester. He 
passed on Sunday, March 
8, with his family by his 
side, after a courageous 
battle with Parkinson’s 
disease. 

Peter was born on June 
20, 1943; he was a son of 
Orest and Elinor (Landry) 
Salmoiraghi. Peter was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Hartford School of Engineering and 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. He was em-
ployed as a Mechanical Engineer at Electric 
Boat for 37 years until his retirement. 

Peter married Denise Sorice on Oct. 26, 1968, 
and they shared 57 wonderful years together. 
Peter’s greatest joy was his family. 

In addition to his wife Denise, Peter is sur-
vived by his son, Kurt Salmoiraghi and his wife 
Christine of Manchester, and his daughter Kelly 
Parola and her husband Taber of Colchester. He 
leaves behind his loving grandchildren, whom 
he adored deeply: Cameron, Marissa and Madi-
son Parola and Axel Salmoiraghi. He was affec-
tionately known as Popu. He also leaves behind 
his sisters, Jaqueline Peterson, Cynthia Salmoi-
raghi (Maureen) and brother David Salmoi-
raghi (Patricia), and nephews Thomas and John 
Peterson and niece Ting Ting Salmoiraghi and 
extended family Terri, Andrew and Mia Bari-
llari. 

Peter was a kind and gentle soul who had a 
great passion for jogging, tennis, biking, wood-
working and fishing. 

Funeral services will be held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., beginning with calling hours on Friday, 
March 13, from 4-7 p.m. The funeral Mass will 
be celebrated on Saturday, March 14, at 10:30 
a.m., directly at St. Andrew Church, 128 Nor-
wich Ave., Colchester. Burial will follow in New 
St. Andrew Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Peter’s memo-
ry may be made to The Michael J. Fox Founda-
tion, www.give.michaeljfox.org. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Peter, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.

Colchester
Frank Carbone

With heavy hearts, yet 
grateful for a life well-
lived, we announce that 
Frank Salvatore Carbone, 
77, of Colchester, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
March 1, surrounded by 
his family. 

A devoted father, loving 
husband, trusted friend, 
one-of-a-kind personal-
ity, and person of unwav-
ering faith, Frank was many things to many 
people. If you knew him, you likely have a story 
or two, an unforgettable experience, something 
that made you laugh, something that made you 
cry, something you are still repeating to this day, 
or a moment when he offered a helping hand 
right when it was needed most. His incredible 
sense of humor could light up a room, but it was 
his deep, genuine warmth that defined him – a 
warmth that made people feel valued and cared 
for. 

To his children, he was a loving anchor, com-
pletely devoted, endlessly supportive, and al-
ways just one phone call away. He was their big-
gest champion, deeply proud of them and never 
shy about saying so. His love only grew as his 
family did. He loved his son-in-law as another 
son and adored his daughter-in-law beyond 
words, embracing them as his own and taking 
overwhelming joy in the lives they built togeth-
er with his children. Nothing meant more to 
Frank than his family. Whether playing sports 
with his children, spending long days at the 
beach, or gathering around the table to enjoy a 
meal (especially one cooked by his wife), these 
were his greatest treasures.

Frank will be dearly missed by his loving wife 
of 53 years, Nancy Carbone — his steadfast 
partner in life and love. Their marriage was a 
beautiful example of devotion and loyalty. Nan-
cy never left his side, including during the final 
week of his life, when she slept in a chair beside 
his hospital bed so she could remain close to 
him. Their 53 years together were a testament 
to enduring love.

Frank served as a combat medic during two 
tours in the Vietnam War. Upon returning 
from the war, his search for the answer to why 
God would allow such atrocities moved him 
to study the Bible and lead him to becoming 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Over the course of 
over 50 years, Frank was an active member of 
several congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
the Connecticut area, and a member of the Col-
chester Congregation for over 30 years. Sharing 
his faith in Jehovah with others was one of the 
defining commitments of his life.

In recent years, Frank fought a courageous 
battle with lymphoma caused by Agent Orange 
exposure during his military service. The fam-
ily is very appreciative of the loving support of 
family and friends, especially over the past year, 
as well as to the medical personnel for their 
compassionate care, in particular his oncologist, 
Dr. Yu Zhang. 

Frank is survived by his wife, Nancy Carbone; 
his son, Jesse Carbone and his wife Margherita; 

and his daughter, Emily Silva and her husband 
Claudiano. He is also survived by his beloved 
siblings – his brother Richard Carbone; his sis-
ters, Lucia Carbone and Paula Carbone and her 
husband Daniel Silvia; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and extended relatives. 

He was predeceased by his parents, Salvatore 
and Pauline Carbone, and his brother, Salvatore 
Carbone. He will also be dearly missed by his 
sisters-in-law, Doreen DeSarro and Anita Bel-
lows, and his brother-in-law Warren Bellows.

Frank’s life was marked by faith, service, hu-
mor, loyalty, and unwavering love. He will truly 
be missed by all who had the privilege of know-
ing him.

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester

MAKE SURE 
CUTIE PIE IS IN 
THE RIGHT SEAT.
NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

The Panama Paper… Lisa Hewett and Linda Armstrong of Andover recently visited 
Panama. In addition to visiting the Panama Canal and the San Blas Islands, they 
brought the Rivereast with them when they learned about the sugarcane milling pro-
cess at a family farm in El Valle, a town nestled in a volcanic crater.  They are pictured 
here with friends from Toronto, Bob and Sue.

Mah Jong at the Pool… Jeanne Bishop and Jane Muskatallo of Portland, with friends 
from Delaware, play their weekly games of Mah Jong at the pool in Puerto Rico – just 
dreaming of the snow up north!

Rivereast in South Korea… The Glastonbury Citizen and the Rivereast really got around 
this time – starting in Hong Kong, cruising through Taiwan and Japan, and making 
their way to South Korea! Here are East Hampton residents Margaret and Dave Wil-
cox at the DMZ, in South Korea… because even on vacation, they’re keeping up with 
the news!  Margaret said seeing the DMZ was an incredible experience – part history 
lesson on the Korean War, part eye-opening look at present-day Korea. Rivereast at the Border… Dave McGovern from East Hampton brought the Rivereast 

on his visit to Fort Kent, Maine, on the border of Canada and America’s First Mile!!



NEWS BULLETIN • March 13, 2026	 Page 33

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

DENTIST WANTED

RE1-16-26

 COLCHESTER DENTAL GROUP  Seeking a Part-time, 
full-time, or part-time leading to full time. Eventual buy-
in and/or partnership option, for a fee-for-service dental 
office willing to explore all of these possibilities.
For the right person, this is an ideal opportunity. One 
owner AACD accredited dentist practicing full-time, and 
available to mentor as needed. 
Benefits and schedule are negotiable. We are well known as 
the best in the area, and we intend to keep it that way. Our 
incredible staff has always been one of consistency, longevity 
and dedication.
Resumes can be sent to 79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester 
CT 06415 or TheCDG@sbcglobal.net

CIT3-5-26

 
Small financial planning firm in Glastonbury looking for a full-
time, M-F, in-office admin assistant. Must be highly organized 
and professional with prior admin experience in a financial 
planning firm. Responsibilities would include: greeting clients, 
ability to confidently operate a multi-line phone system, accurate 
data entry, preparing correspondence, completion of financial 
account forms, filing and maintaining accurate records. The 
ability to multi task in a fast-paced office environment is vital. A 
high degree of computer literacy and proficiency is needed. Must 
be able to comfortably navigate Microsoft Office Suite (Word, 
Excel, Outlook) and also have knowledge of other financial 
planning platforms. Experience with Orion and Schwab Forms is 
a plus. Must be able to work independently. 
Applicants must have strong interpersonal skills, be a 
willing team player and bring a positive attitude to the 
office. We are a very service-oriented firm and therefore 
applicants should have a desire and ability to provide 
exceptional customer service. We do have our dog in 
the office so you must be a dog lover. Please email 
your resumes to: Katie@briggswealthmgmt.com.

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

EMPLOYMENT

Public Works Maintainer II
(Full-time) 

 
The Town of East Hampton is seeking a motivated, safety-
minded, and dependable individual to fill the position of Public 
Works Maintainer II.
The Public Works Maintainer II performs a variety of semi-
skilled and skilled tasks in the maintenance, construction, 
and repair of Town infrastructure—including roads, sidewalks, 
bridges, catch basins, and parks. Responsibilities also include 
operating trucks and heavy equipment, and snow, ice and 
debris removal. Must possess a CDL with class B (air brake 
endorsement) license or the ability to obtain one within 6 
months of hire.
This is a full-time, bargaining unit position with benefits that 
include health, dental, vision, 401, life insurance, and PTO. 
$24.17 per hour. 40 hours per week, plus OT as necessary. The 
applicant should have a clean driving record and be in good 
physical condition.
Interested candidates should submit a resume and employment 
application by March 25, 2026 to the Town of East Hampton, 
Department of Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton, CT 06424, or by email to: lseymour@easthamptonct.
gov EOE/M-F/AA. A job description and employment application 
may be found at www.easthamptonct.gov

1TB 3/13

Youth & Family Services Administrator
Town of Portland, CT (EOE)

Salary Range: $61,000-$79,500
Deadline: 3/27/2026 or until filled

Submit application, resume and three letters of reference to:
First Selectman’s Office, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071

Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org
Full-time 40 hours (M-F), salary DOQ; non-union position; full 
fringe benefits package. Subject to pre-employment drug/al-
cohol testing & criminal history background check. All qualified 
applicants will be considered for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Required: Bach-
elor’s degree in psychology, counseling, or a related field plus 
3 years progressively responsible experience in youth & family 
counseling, including at least 1-year supervisory capacity, or 
equivalent combination of education/experience. Must have 
valid CT Driver’s License; First Aid and CPR certification. 1T

B 
3/
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Democratic Caucus

To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town 
of Colchester, CT- Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby notified that a 
caucus will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2026, at 7:30 PM 
at Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave. The caucus will 
select delegates to attend the upcoming statewide conven-
tions and transact other business as may be proper to come 
before said caucus. - Dated, March 13th, 2026.

1TB 3/13

HEBRON SELF STORAGE
Auction Legal Notice

Facility operator’s sale for non-payment of storage charges 
pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 42-159 through 
42-169. For the satisfaction of the facility operator’s lien, the 
following property will be sold at public auction on Friday, March 
27, 2026@ 10 AM, on the premises of Hebron Self Storage, 
555 Church Street, Hebron, CT 06248. Hebron Self Storage 
reserves the right to cancel a sale at any time for any reason.

UNIT# OCCUPANT CONTENTS
O Eric Schiffer Household Goods

1T
B 

3/
13

MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission, at its regular meeting 
on March 5, 2026, took the following action: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION Z-01-26 86 E Hampton Rd (Applicant) Farm 
on Carter Hill (Property Owner) 2026 Public Events with 
conditions
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 3/13

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF ACTION
At its Regular Meeting held at 6:30 pm on March 9, 2026 at 
the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals approved the following variance request:
ZBA-26-001: Woodland Estates, Variance requested to 
Sections 4.6.C.1 & 2 of the Zoning Regulations to reduce the 
required width of a shared driveway from 22’ to 15’, allow a 
portion of the shared driveway to be gravel, and increase the 
maximum of residences that can be accessed from a shared 
driveway from 2 to 4, Map 06/ Block 12/ Lot 7B & Map 06/ 
Block 12/ Lot 7A – with a Condition.

1TB 3/13

Westside Manor is searching for 
Attendants to fill our part time 1st,

2nd and 3rd shift position.
7AM-3PM, 3PM-11PM and 11PM-7AM 

Attendant Responsibilities: Housekeeping, Meal prep 
and Medication administration required for the position. 
Medication Certification Course is mandatory and offered 

with paid training.
Interviews are done by appointment only, Monday thru 

Friday.  Please call 860-267-4401 or email us at 
Simona@westsidemanor.com to schedule an interview today! 

9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON
Job Type: Part time: 24-hours per week.  Salary:  $17-18.75 R

E3
-1

3-
26

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Station), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterl ing si lver
ware, tea set, or any 
item made of sterling. 
Top cash price paid on 
the spot. I can come to 
your home or meet you 
at a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

D R I V E R WA N T E D 
I N  H E B R O N :  f o r 
Saturdays & Sundays. 
9am-12pm, plus other 
trips. $17/hr. Call 860-
228-0809.

IF YOU ARE WELL 
ORGANIZED:  have 
g o o d  c o m m u n i c a
tion skills and can sell 
shades and blinds, call 
860-977-8389 and leave 
a message.

P A R T - T I M E 
C L I E N T  S E RV I C E 
C O O R D I N A T O R 
WANTED:  Wanted: 
Part-time (16-20 hrs. 
week) client service 
coordinator for a local 
financial services office. 
The ideal candidate is 
organized, professional, 
and client focused, with 
strong communication 
skills and proficiency 
i n  M i c r o s o f t  3 6 5 
and fami l iar i ty wi th 
Salesforce tools such as 
CRM. Prior client service 
or financial services 
experience is preferred. 
Interested applicants 
may send a résumé 
and brief cover letter to 
lester.h.butnick@ampf.
com with the subject 
l ine “Cl ient Service 
Coordinator Application.EMPLOYMENT

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i gns ,  a l l  mus i ca l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

PURE BRED SHITZU: 
For sale. 3 girls, 7 weeks 
old. looking for their 
forever home. 860-978-
0587.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin 

& The Rare Reminder
Fill out, clip and mail to: 

The Glastonbury Citizen, P.O. Box 373, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033-0373

Citizen Deadline: Mon. NOON • Bulletin Deadline: Tues. NOON
Category (example: For Sale) _________________
Classified Text: A word is anything with spaces around it. For example: Rd., 
2BR, 6-cyl. are all one word each. A phone number is one word.)
_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Additional Words (30¢ per word): ____________________
_____________________________________________
Email Your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com and 
call with your credit card number.
Place Your Ad online: www.glcitizen.com
PLEASE CHECK ONE 
 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury  
 Citizen; 30¢ ea. add’l word
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News 
 Bulletin; 30¢ ea. add’l word
 $24.00 per week combination rate,  30¢ ea. add’l word   
 for insertion in both The Citizen & Rivereast
 $35.00 per week combination rate,  30¢ ea. add’l word   
 for insertion in The Citizen, Rivereast & Rare Reminder

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen. 

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin Visit www.glcitizen.com

and click “Classifieds”
Fill out the fields and submit 

payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

C
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4-

24

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

RE3-13-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

The same storm that scared you 
will one day be the story

that strengthens you.

LEGALS

Picture 

This Your
Ad

Here!


Call us at:
860-633-4691

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing March 18, 2026, 7:00 pm in the 
Andover Town Hall Community Room, 17 School Road and 
via ZOOM, to consider the following application:
#26-1ZBA APPLICATION OF CHRISTINE GOMES, Bausola 
Road parcel, Map 32 Block 48 Lot 53CB. Applicant is seeking 
relief from lot area requirements of section 11.2 of the Ando-
ver Zoning Regulations to construct a single-family dwelling 
on the parcel. The overall proposal intends to decrease non-
conformities that currently exist. 
Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comments, 
either verbally or in writing.  Applications are on file and 
available for public inspection with the Building and Land Use 
Department.
Building and Land Use Office 860.742.7305, X – 4219 or 
email zoning@andoverct.org.
Fred Oliver
Zoning Board of Appeals - Chairperson

2TB 3/6, 3/13

ANDOVER PZ&C PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Andover Planning and Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing March 17, 2026, 7:00 
pm in the Andover Town Hall Community Room, 17 School 
Road and via ZOOM, to consider the following Special Permit 
application and the draft Plan of Conservation and Develop-
ment:
#26-1SP Application of Thomas Hurst/Elizabeth Paulsen, 746 
East St Andover CT 06232. The Applicant is applying to convert 
storage/attic space of an existing farm store into a market rate 
accessory apartment per section 4.11.3 of the Andover Zoning 
Regulations.
The Andover Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
public hearing to hear comments and gather public input on the 
draft Plan of Conservation and Development.
Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comments, ei-
ther verbally or in writing.  Applications are on file and available 
for public inspection in the Building and Land Use Department 
and on the Town’s website.
Building and Land Use Office 860.742.7305, X – 4219 or email 
zoning@andoverct.org.
Patrick Dougherty
Planning and Zoning - Chairperson

2TB 3/6, 3/13

2nd Installment
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

 
Second Installment Sewer Use Bills are due and payable April 
1, 2026.  The billing rate is $672.00 which may be paid in two 
equal installments, the first installment was due October 1, 
2025 and the second installment being due April 1, 2026.  
Second Installment Payments must be postmarked or received 
no later than May 1, 2026.  Payments that are unpaid as of 
May 2, 2026, will be charged interest of 1.5% per month retro-
active to the installment due date per State Statute 12-146.
To make payments by check, please make check payable 
to: Town of Hebron.  Payments may be mailed to: Town of 
Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248.  If desired, send 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope for a receipt.  There is 
a drop-off box attached to the Town Office Building located 
next to the entrance on the lower level, south side.  In addi-
tion, there is a box inside the building located in the hallway 
between the Tax and Assessor’s Office.  Payments left in the 
box after the close of business will be retrieved the following 
morning.  
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednes-
day 8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and 
Friday 8:00am to 1:00pm.  Please note Monday – Thursday 
the office is closed for lunch from 12:30pm – 1:15pm.  
Respectfully,  
Revenue Collector

3TB 3/13, 4/3, 4/17

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 
19th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 Free-
stone Avenue, to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-11: 1401 Main Street. Proposal to con-
struct a 30 ft by 100 ft hitting pavilion. Application and property 
of Cote Range LLC. Map 68 Lot 1. Zone FP, RI and R-25.
PZC Application #25-13: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Changes to section 8.3 lighting regula-
tions. Application of the Town of Portland.
Dated at Portland, CT this 3rd day of March 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 3/6, 3/13

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, March 25, 
2026 at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting 
Platform, on the following:  

I. Petition 2026-01: Petition of the Hebron Planning and Zon-
ing Commission to revise Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations to increase the size of accessory structures 
permitted in Residential Districts.	
II. Petition 2026-02: Petition of Megan Armes to operate a 
dog training and grooming facility in existing space at 522 
Church Street in accordance with Section 3.E.2.1.7 of the 
Hebron Zoning Regulations, Amston Village District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Mar 25, 2026, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/504228301

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 504-228-301

United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Get the app now and be ready when

your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 10th day of March 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 3/13, 3/20

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Spring CleanupsSpring Cleanups
Landscaping & Mulch InstallsLandscaping & Mulch Installs

Lawn MaintenanceLawn Maintenance
860.531.2820

greenvalleyland.com

R
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860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Spring is Right on Time
The snow is melting, the clocks are turned back and 

the spring real estate market is right on time.

Is it time for your move? Call me to discuss

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

E A S T  H A M P T O N 
O N E  B E D R O O M 
TOWNHOUSE:  Full 
bath, living room with 
oak f loors ,  k i tchen 
with appliances, large 
closets, private deck, 
parking for 2 cars, on-
site laundry, easy access 
to Route 2 and 66. 860-
633-7319, Monday - Fri
day, 8am-5pm.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
-  L O V E LY L A R G E 
FURNISHED HOME: 
with all utilities included. 
Flat screen TV, WiFi to 
share with profession
als. $950/monthly. Call 
860-716-1227.

S T O R A G E  U N I T 
AVAILABLE: located 
in East Hampton. 8 x 
22. More available com
ing soon. Text 860-267-
4858.
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Near! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

72 Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Crushed Stone & 
Gravel Products

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? 
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

RE3-13-26

HYDROSEEDING
Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work

“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”
Call

860-966-7672
to schedule

a free estimate.

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE3-13-26

NOW SCHEDULING:
New Weekly Mowing & 

Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

860-295-9692  
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your new 

backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding 
your yard and possibilities!

R
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 
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Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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SERVICES
Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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Now is the time to cut 
those trees down with the 

FROZEN GROUND!
CALL TODAY!

• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Spring Clean-Ups  Pruning
Weekly Mowing  Mulching R

E2
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26

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
E3

-1
3-

26

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew 

Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving
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Schedule Now for Spring Openings!

 Openings & Closings
 Weekly Cleanings & Remodeling
 Equipment Sales & Servicing
 10% Off for Veterans & Seniors

860-942-2240 (Call Jim)
Licensed & Insured

poolprosllc@protonmail.com

Spring Special!
15% off Pool Equipment

LLC

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
install INSTALLATION, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. PAVERS, PATIO, 
TILE AND BATHROOM 
R E M O D E L ,  A L L 
MASONRY REPAIRS. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Elimin
ate problems associ
ated with water (mold, 
mildew). Best method 
available for removal 
of pet stains, etc. Re
moves allergens. Im
mediate use. Upholstery 
cleaning. Completely 
safe. Wood floors re
stored without sand
ing. Experienced, refer
ences, insured. William 
Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

C L E A N  O U T S  & 
HAULING: Dumpsters 
available. Fill it yourself 
or we handle everything! 
Licensed and insured 
w/40 years experience. 
Estate assessments 
available. Contact 860-
220-3786 today!

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$: Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l ry  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ively for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN 
SOLUTION: Licensed 
& Insured. Carpentry, 
painting, flooring, bath
rooms, items repaired 
or replaced, doors, 
locks, shades, switches, 
plugs, garbage disposal, 
faucets, fans, lighting, 
860-904-0158.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention to 
detail, punctuality. Free 
in-person estimates. We 
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
H O M E  R E P A I R 
S P E C I A L I S T : 
Complete p lumbing 
services and repairs 
from leaky pipes and 
d r a i n s ,  h o t  w a t e r 
heaters, toilets, garbage 
d i sposa l s ,  k i t chen 
sinks and faucets, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more. Call for a 
free estimate! Quality 
professional work at 
affordable prices. Fully 
licensed and insured 
- Discounts available 
for seniors - Call Justin 
203-440-5496

ROOFING, FLOOR
ING, DECKS: All gen
eral home improvement 
and renovations. Call 
860-894-9919. 

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups
and Spring Lawn Renovations R
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Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work • Mulching
Walkways • Retaining Walls • Gravel Driveway Repair

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

WINTER IS HERE!
Cleanups • Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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20
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1
— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com
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FULLY INSURED – CT #574467CIT9-16-21

www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing
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Freshen Up for Spring!

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

RE3-13-26

BUILDING &
       DESIGNAdditions

 Kitchens
  Baths

ROOFING &
            SIDINGRoofing

 Siding
  Hardscapes RE3-13-26

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

CARPENTRY, WILL 
REPAIR & REPLACE: 
all types of woodwork.  
Kitchen remodelling. 
Replacement windows, 
interior/exterior trim, 
and siding.  Small jobs 
welcome. Licensed/In
sured. Glastonbury res
ident since 1985. Call 
Tracy 860-922-9036.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
weatherstripping and 
water damage repair of 
all kinds - We find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
siding, sheetrock, and 
woodwork - We offer 
complete sheetrock 
and plaster repair. All 
interior and exterior trim, 
including crown molding 
a n d  c h a i r  r a i l i n g . 
Also, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, pocket 
doors,  in ter i or  and 
exterior doors, custom 
sta i rs ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
h a t c h w a y s ,  w o o d 
decking to Trex and 
more. Please call Rene 

860 716-2678.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

LVP waterproof & durable
   Tile
     Hardwood

FLOORING

RE3-13-26
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
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PAINTING

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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TAG SALE

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

FOR SALE: 6 ft tall 
pecan curio cabinet 
including 40 plus bell 
collection $300. Table 
lamps silver gray  $30.  
Single strand cultured 
pearls vintage & pierced 
pearl earrings $400 paid 
$1000. New 36 x 36 inch 
utility table with fold
ing aluminium legs $40. 
860-329-7556.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT : Great 
for art projects , wrap
ping and packing, table 
coverings for public din
ners, etc. THE GLA
STONBURY CITIZEN. 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

ESTATE SALE: March 
21st & 22nd. Rain dates 
28th & 29th. 10am-4pm. 
164 Old Colchester 
Road, Amston. More 
info 860-500-8993.
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REASONABLE RATES 
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 

MONTHLY OR 
WHEN NEEDED

CLEANING

Moving in or out. We also include 
products, sanitizing. Run errands, 

shop and rides to doctor appts.
CALL OR 

TEXT 860-849-2768

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing
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493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE Mar 13-Mar 19

Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Boneless
Ribeye Steaks

15.99lb.
Spring into Savings!Spring into Savings!

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials

$2.99lb. $7.99lb. $19.99lb. $6.49lb.

$7.49lb. $6.99lb. $7.99lb.

$2.49 ea. $5.99 ea. $6.99 ea. $1.49lb.

Fresh
Chicken Tenders

Fresh
Stew Beef

Filet Mignon
Steaks

Corned Beef 
Round

Margherita
Genoa or
Hard Salami

Krakus
Imported Ham

Kretschmar
Colby Jack Cheese

Corned Beef
Flats

Fresh
Pizza Dough
16 oz.

37th Street
Strip Danish 
asst. Var. 14 oz.

Store Baked 
Pistachio Muffins 
4-pack - 20 oz. 

Cosmic Crisp 
Apples

$7.99lb.

Chicken Of The Sea
Solid White Tuna
asst. var.
4-5 oz.

Folgers
Family Size Coffee
all var.
22.6-25.9 oz.

Cheez-It
Asst. var.
9-12.4 oz.

Best Yet
Apple Juice
64 oz.

Barilla Pasta   
All Var. 
16 oz.

Chef Boyardee
Canned Pasta
all var.
14-15 oz.

Best Yet
Salad Dressings
all var. 16 oz.

Kelloggs
Pop Tarts
all var.
13.5 oz.

Juicy Juice
100% Fruit Juice
all var. 64 oz.

$1.99 $2.49 $2.99

$1.99 $1.49 $1.49

$.99 $11.99 $2.99

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Hungry Man Dinners 
all var. 14-16 oz.

Mrs. T’s Pierogies 
all var. 12-16 oz.

TGI Fridays Appetizers 
all var. 8-11 oz.

Philadelphia
Cream Cheese
8 oz.

International Delight 
Coffee Creamers
all var. 32 oz.

Cabot
Sour Cream
16 oz.

$2.99 $3.99 $1.99

$2.99 $2.49 $3.99

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head
Ovengold
Turkey Breast

Boar’s Head
Picante
Provolone

Haas Avocados Fresh Broccoli 
Crowns

Taylor Farms 
American or 
Italian
Salad
Mixes
9-12 oz.

$8.99lb. $12.99lb.$.99 ea. $1.49lb. 2 for $5.00
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CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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RELAX
ONOR, INTEGRITY, AND TRUST 

STILL RESONATE IN TIMES LIKE THESE.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  R E A L  E S T A T E

˜ Jim Harrington, broker

Providing a calm, 
collaborative approach  

to real estate. 

RE3-13-26


