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Dream Big!… On March 14, Logan Zhao, a fifth grader at Center School in East 
Hampton, won first prize in the 5-8 Age Group with his entry in the 2025 CHET 
(Connecticut Higher Education Trust, 529 College Savings Program) Dream Big! 
Competition for K-12 Students. With the prize, he was awarded $5,000, deposited 
into the CHET 529 Direct Plan Account established for him. Logan is shown here 
with Connecticut State Treasurer Erick Russell.

Get Stuck on Hebron’s Maple Festival
By Toriana Williams

As winter begins to loosen its chilly grip on 
Connecticut (slowly but surely), the town of 
Hebron is preparing for one of its most beloved 
traditions: the Hebron Maple Festival. The two-
day celebration returns March 21 and 22 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., bringing maple syrup, trac-
tors, farm animals and thousands of visitors to-
gether for a weekend that captures the spirit of 
small-town New England.

For many residents, the festival signals the 
unofficial start of spring. “It’s the first opportu-
nity to really visit with your neighbors and your 
community again,” said Holly Habicht, presi-
dent of the Town Center Project.

The festival has deep roots in Hebron, much 

like its celebrated maple trees. It first began in 
1989 when a local resident saw an opportunity 
to turn an abundant maple harvest into some-
thing special for the community.

According to Habicht, the idea came from Sel-
don Wells, who had tapped several maple trees 
and ended up with far more sap than expected. 
Instead of letting it go to waste, he approached 
the local library with a wonderful idea.

“In 1989, Mr. Seldon Wells had an exuberant 
amount of sap from some maple trees that he 
was tapping,” Habicht began. “He got together 
with the library and said, ‘Hey, I’ve got a lot of 
sap. I’m going to boil it down and make some 
sugar. How about we do a sugar-on-snow fund-

raiser for the library?’”
That simple community effort grew into the 

large festival that now draws thousands upon 
thousands of people each year. “Over the past 
two years, our resident state trooper has esti-
mated over 20,000 people for the weekend,” 
Habicht said.

What makes the festival especially unique is 
its focus on community participation. Many of 
the activities offered throughout town are now 
free so families, no matter their financial cir-
cumstances, can enjoy the weekend together.

“Everything downtown is free of charge,” 
Habicht said. “You can throw an axe free of 

DeSimone Fired,
WPCA Disbanded

By Anne Lilburn
The contentious saga regarding a possible 

biosolids facility coming to East Hampton ap-
peared to draw to a close last week, as the town 
fired Public Utilities Administrator and Water 
Pollution Control Authority (WPCA) head 
Anthony DeSimone – and then disbanded the 
nine-member WPCA altogether.

Both items were discussed at a special Town 
Council meeting on March 12. The meeting had 
been set earlier that week, following public out-
cry and a series of meetings in which residents 
claimed improper and unprofessional actions 
on the part of DeSimone. Among other things, 
DeSimone was accused by members of the pub-
lic of attempting to negotiate land deals on be-
half of Griffin Residuals, a company that had 
been pursuing a biosolids facility in town.

At the top of the meeting, council chair Dean 
Markham, a Democrat, told those gathered that 
he had been informed by Griffin Residuals “that 
they are no longer interested in East Hampton 
and are withdrawing from town,” an announce-
ment that was met with applause.

The meeting had been called for several rea-
sons: to consider the WPCA’s role in the town 
and its current appointments; to discuss the 
firing of DeSimone and Town Manager David 
Cox, who was responsible for managing DeSim-
one; and to consider the outstanding purchase 
agreement related to 292 West High St., the land 
parcel whose proposed purchase started the 
public outcry related to both DeSimone and the 
WPCA.

The council entered executive session to dis-
cuss the human resources issues, and did come 
out to announce quickly that DeSimone had 
been fired as of that afternoon. Cox was not 
fired or formally reprimanded, but the council 
did make decisions regarding the land acquisi-
tion.

That parcel of land, which is adjacent to the 
current Joint Facilities wastewater treatment 

plant, was originally proposed for purchase “for 
use in relation to future improvements at the 
wastewater treatment plant,” with the purchase 
being funded by the WPCA, but the council 
wished to consider whether the town could still 
proceed forward and purchase the land accord-
ing to the terms of what had originally been ne-
gotiated.

The land, in this case, would be purchased 
with the intention of being held as “open space” 
or a “buffer area” around the current wastewater 
plant. Council member Ted Hintz, a Republi-
can, argued in favor of purchasing the land as 
open space, and the council voted unanimously 
to move forward with that plan, sending the 
proposed purchase to the Board of Finance for 
its approval.

At a later Board of Finance meeting, on 
March 16, the board voted, with one abstention, 
to recommend the purchase of that land parcel 
for the agreed upon price of $105,000.

At the March 12 Town Council meeting, the 
council also discussed the continued role of the 
WPCA. In voting to disband it, they left some 
specifics about its future unclear. At the Board 
of Finance meeting discussing the land parcel, 
Cox described the WPCA as “in legal limbo” at 
the moment, saying that it was “disbanded, but 
not eliminated as an entity.”
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NOW IN COLCHESTER

Scan here to schedule 
a consultation today:

 (860) 423-9231 pruelawgroup.com/colchester

When legal matters, we’re here for you:

Eastern
Connecticut’s
Premiere Law Firm

Estate Planning . Estate Settlement & Probate

Elder Law, Title 19 & Conservatorships . Business Law 

Real Estate Law . Personal Injury Law . Litigation . Divorce & Family Law

COLCHESTER – NEW!
167 Lebanon Avenue, Suite B

WILLIMANTIC
720 Main Street

BROOKLYN
7 Putnam Place

COVENTRY
2181 Boston Turnpike

Follow us @pruelawgroup

RE 10-10-25

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Suburban Sanitation Service

Call 860-267-6102 Today!

Hello, Spring — we missed you!
Now’s the time to clean your yard...

AND the septic tank!!!

A PODCAST & YOUTUBE SERIES

WHZ Strategic Wealth Advisors and KCC Law are separate and unaffiliated entities. WHZ Strategic Wealth Advisors’ securities and advisory
services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor. 697 Pomfret Street,

Pomfret Center, CT 06259 and 392-A Merrow Road, Tolland, CT 06084, 860.928.2341. http://www.whzwealth.com. 

The greatest wealth transfer in history is underway.
Are you ready?

GETTING AHEAD 
Great Wealth Transferof the

New episode every 2 weeks, February 25 – April 22
Learn how to maximize wealth and minimize taxes and stress.

Watch, listen & download the free guide whzwealth.com/WealthTransfer

CIT3-5-26

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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CGA Scholarship Available for Area Seniors
Carl Guild & Associates has officially opened 

applications for its 2026 CGA Community 
Scholarship, awarding seven $1,000 scholar-
ships to graduating high school seniors across 
9 local towns.

The scholarship is available to seniors in Port-
land, East Hampton, East Haddam, Colchester, 
RHAM, Glastonbury and Middletown. Applica-
tions are due April 1. 

Students who live in or attend school in one 
of the eligible towns are encouraged to apply. 
Parents, teachers, and community members are 
also encouraged to help spread the word.

Applications and details can be found at 
www.carlguild.com/scholarship. 

For additional information, contact Carl 
Guild at 860-813-2275 or carlguild@gmail.com

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  
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SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Book your Spring quote now!
Mention Sudoku and

receive a 10% discount!
CALL TODAY!R
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Diana Tyler Watercolors
will be exhibiting at the

Douglas Library in Hebron on
Mar. 21st and 22nd from 10-4

 as part of the HEBRON MAPLEFEST
860-228-3966

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 

From the State Senator’s Desk
As my work chairing the legislature’s Energy and Technology Commit-

tee has continued since my first term, I have learned so much about our 
state’s energy needs. There are a lot of them. Our grid needs to be focused 
on affordability, reliability and the needs of the future all at once, and far 
too many Connecticut residents are struggling in the current landscape.

This year, as our committee’s work continues, we are focused on energy 
policy issues that can do everything possible to manage our grid’s many 
needs. Fuel sources, supply connections, pollution and keeping the pow-
er on remain key challenges our state needs to respond to, and I remain 
committed to finding common-sense solutions that aren’t tied to political 
party but are focused on moving us forward.

As one example, our state is located at the end of a pipeline when it 
comes to natural gas, our most commonly-used source of fuel – we are sim-
ply too far away from generation sources and need to import natural gas from other states. That 
leaves us vulnerable to significant cost spikes, like those seen during hot summers and frigid 
winters putting stress on the power grid. As a result, the E&T Committee is looking at enhanc-
ing availability of other sources like nuclear power. We are looking to enhance state programs to 
meet the needs of the industry and reviewing opportunities we can use to bring reliable, lower-
cost energy to our state.

That’s not the only additional fuel source we’re looking at. All sources joining the grid can be 
beneficial at reducing stress on our power needs, and we need an all-hands-on-deck approach. 
We’re also reviewing opportunities to ease and improve the availability and distribution of solar 
power. It’s not the right time to fully shift to renewable energies, but it’s greatly beneficial to our 
state if we add them to our current resources. Easing the process and allowing more solar, espe-
cially in municipal uses, can help relieve pressure and support our needs.

One additional step we’re looking into to protect Connecticut’s energy grid is to approach 
energy generation and use in the same breath. Over the course of this decade, with the ascent of 
data centers and artificial intelligence, data centers have gone from promising regional invest-
ments to drawing attention for potential high usage of energy impacting the grid. As a result, 
we’re reviewing shifting toward a new method of prioritization for data centers, where they 
bring power generation to the conversation to cover their needs. It’s a more equitable approach 
for everyone involved.

These are only a few of the dozens of bills under review this year by the Committee, and I’m 
sure our work is far from over as the session continues through May. However, I also know we’ve 
got a good track record, and all of our major bills have passed, many of them near-unanimously, 
in the Senate in recent years, so I’m confident we’ll build on that good work this year. I look 
forward to providing you with future updates.

State Sen. Norm Needleman, R-33rd District
Note: The 12-town 33rd Senate District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East Hamp-

ton and Portland.

Needleman

Xavier Honor Roll 
The following area students made the Xavier 

High School honor roll for the second quarter 
of the 2025-26 school year:

Amston: High Honors: freshman Jack Wick-
land.

Colchester: High Honors: sophomores Wes-
ley Engleman, Noah Garvie; senior Corbin 
Engleman.

East Hampton: High Honors: freshmen 
Patrick Adams, John Perez; sophomores Jason 
Hurt, Caden Lee, Nethum Nakandala, Hunt-
er Steiner; seniors Andrew Hawk, Benjamin 
Romero. Honors: sophomores Cameron Cor-
rea, Gavin King, Jack Morrell, Worthington 
Zinkerman; junior Darren Schwedler. 

Hebron: juniors Dylan Bligh and Redmond 
Day. 

Marlborough: junior Nicholas Palifka; senior 
Colin Tracey.

Portland: High Honors: freshmen Krystof 
Lukas, Owen Pandolfo; sophomores Alex 
Brown, Miles Matterfis, Ryan Nadolski, Finn 
O’Shea, Luke Thompson; junior Daniel Glezen. 
Honors: freshmen

Brennan O’Connor, Michael Sanborn, Ian 
Xiao; sophomore Ian Binnington; juniors Max 
Bernard, Lucas Michalewski, Danesh Raza, Zain 
Raza, Jeremiah Rowe; seniors Joseph Amendo-
la, Andrew Sobieski, Chase VanDeventer.

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

Bacon Academy senior Oliver Melmed 
placed top five at the Connecticut High 
School state fencing championships. 

By Josh Howard
Oliver Melmed – Bacon Academy (Fenc-

ing): Melmed placed 5th in the Men’s Epee di-
vision at the Connecticut High School fencing 
championships this month. Melmed, a senior, 
is a four-year varsity fencer at Bacon Academy 
and was part of the Bobcats Eastern Connecti-
cut Conference (ECC) title in men’s epee this 
winter. Following his graduation from Bacon 
Academy, Melmed will study mechanical engi-
neering at University of Connecticut.

Danielle Riley – East Hampton High School 
(Basketball): Riley, a junior, was selected to 
the All-Shoreline Conference (SLC) second-
team as the Bellringers won ten regular season 
games and then advanced to the quarterfinals 
in the Division IV state tournaments, defeat-
ing Bassick in the first round and Wilcox Tech 
in the second round. Riley, a junior, was one of 
two Bellringers selected All-SLC as sophomore 
teammate Giuliana DonAroma was an Honor-
able Mention selection.  

Nina Krawczyk – RHAM High School (Bas-
ketball): Krawczyk scored 25 points, hitting a 
career-high seven three-pointers as the No. 23 
Raptors upset the No. 10 seeded Wolverines of 
Griswold, 58-34, in the first round of the Divi-
sion IV state tournament on March 7. Krawc-
zyk, a senior, added six rebounds, five assists, 
and three steals as RHAM advanced to the 
second round. In her final season on the high 
school court, Krawczyk was named All-Central 
Connecticut Conference (CCC) and will now 
attend the University of Connecticut where she 
has been accepted in the school’s pharmaceuti-
cal program.

Evelyn Hair – Portland High School (Cheer-
leading): Hair was a standout cheerleader for 

the Highlanders and was selected to the All-
Shoreline Conference (SLC) second-team. Hair, 
a senior, helped lead the way as Portland cheer 
placed third overall as a team at the conference 
championships at Westbrook High School. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Portland High School senior cheerleader Evelyn Hair was selected All-Shoreline 
Conference.

Noah, 7 mths,  is a very 
handsome older kitten 
who is still adjusting to 
life in the shelter.  He 
is quite timid and loves 
spending the day in one 
of the cat trees where he 
feels safe.  Noah would 
love to be your sweet little 
house panther! 

Sonny, 4yrs,  is a big-hearted, 
beautifully social pittie who would 
love to be part of a loving, stable family. 
After being unexpectedly abandoned, 
Sonny never lost his gentle spirit. He 
has remained incredibly affectionate, 
people-oriented, playful, dog-friendly, 
and eager to connect with everyone 
he meets. Sonny is fun loving and will 
keep you laughing with the games he 
entices you to play. Because he is so 

connected to humans, Sonny can get anxious when he’s unsure or 
alone.  He deserves his own forever family.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORGA non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722

R
E3

-2
0-

26



Page 4	 NEWS BULLETIN • March 20, 2026

News copy (non-letters) deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday 
at noon. Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 4

Bulletin Board
While I consider myself a reasonably quiet and relatively peace-loving citizen, I was heart-

ened this year to see news reports on mobs of senior citizens lining up – and even scuffling 
with one another – to get flu shots. 	  

It looked like Miracle Monday at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima as those hoping to be 
vaccinated emerged like gray-haired locusts from their old people lairs with their canes and 
walkers and crutches to invest some of what little time they have left on this earth bitching and 
grumbling and complaining and breaking wind while trying to not breathe on each other as 
the lines inched slowly along. You would have thought the government was handing out free 
Viagra or coupons for discounted hip replacements, such were the crowds.

All I can say is, God bless ‘em.
I had begun to believe I was the only old coot left out there. Turns out there’s millions of us. 

And we’re a lot smarter than people give us credit for.
You don’t see us old geezers worrying that the science is “bad” or that vaccines will turn us 

into salamanders or something. All we care about is living long enough to collect every dime 
we’ve paid into Social Security over the years. Then we can finally pass on in peace.

This may surprise you, but certain segments of society now claim all vaccines should be 
avoided because they might have undesirable side effects. Hey, if you’d rather get the measles 
or smallpox that’s up to you – me, I’d rather risk the shot. We old geezers will gladly take our 
chances on “the science” if we can just hang on a while longer – and if the vaccine causes 
impotence in you kids under age 40, so much the better.

But a word on science.  Allow me to tap into my vast store of accumulated old geezer 
wisdom to offer a personal perspective on science in general. Fact is, I have not always been 
a science enthusiast. But now that my main purpose in life seems to be hanging around and 
making a nuisance of myself, I have come to appreciate science as an ally in prolonging my 
ability to indulge in this satisfying new career.

As it happens, I learned the importance of not ignoring science the hard way at a very ten-
der age. As a 7th-grader, I received a ‘D’ in science class.

 I know. You’re thinking: how on earth could an individual so perfect in nearly every way 
receive a near failing grade in something as basic as 7th grade science?  

I would like to think that the disparaging formal assessment of my aptitude for science was 
more of a disciplinary than an academic issue, but I fear it was probably both. Regarding the 
former, it seems that scientists – or at least 7th grade science teachers who have been driven 
to their wit’s ends by adolescent boys – take a dim view of students who attempt to cheer up 
queasy lab parters by pretending to blow dissected frog livers out of their nose. It is my opin-
ion that this misstep (i.e., getting caught in the act), along with a total lack of interest in how 
pea plants have sex, earned me my near failing grade in science.

And so it was that upon arriving home with my report card, I was subjected to a lengthy 
(and frankly, unwelcome) tutorial by my parents on the importance of science (and also math 
and possibly social studies, if memory serves me right) with a particular emphasis on the lack 
of extracurricular activities offered at juvenile detention facilities. 

 Inspired, I vowed to take a more serious approach to my scientific studies and managed to 
pull that “D” up to a “C” by the end of the school year. Okay, maybe it was a “C minus.”  What, 
you were expecting Louis Pasteur? Anyway, I passed and as I assured my suffering parents, 
that was the important thing, right?

Truth be told, I never did learn to enjoy science.  And I still don’t get that business with the 
peas. But if scientists say a vaccine will allow me to live long enough to be a burden on my 
children and a drain on the Social Security System, you can count me in. 

	 Jim Hallas

It’s once again that sweet time of year in 
Hebron.

The annual Maple Festival, a delightful two-
day event, will return this weekend, March 21 
and 22. While the bulk of the festivities – in-
cluding the famous tractor parade! – will take 
place in the center of town, there will be ac-
tivities all over, and of course tours of those 
sweet-smelling sugar houses.

I try to go every year. If you’ve never been, 
it’s a just a ton of fun, for young and old alike. 
Toriana Williams has a preview in this week’s 
issue, and if you turn to the Hebron section 
(after you get done with my column, of course) 
you’ll find several notices of fun events taking 
place the two days of the festival.

To be honest, less than a month ago I was 
wondering what Maple Fest would be like this 
year. The area had just been hit with another 
gargantuan snowstorm, and there were huge 
piles of snow everywhere you went. There was 
no grass anywhere to be seen, and I began 
wondering just how all the white stuff would 
impact the festival. Parking would be at even 
more of a premium than usual, and walking 
through the center of town and traversing the 
yards of the sugar houses wouldn’t be much 
fun either, what with, conservatively speak-
ing, about 10 feet of snow to wade through.

I didn’t anticipate – though I should have; 
I’ve lived here long enough – the Great March 
Thaw.

Between warmer temperatures and a couple 
of heavy, heavy rainstorms, there’s currently 
not much snow left. So that’s a good thing; I 
know how crowded the Maple Fest gets, and 
if there were still as much snow on the ground 
this weekend as there was in later February, 
things might have gotten a little hectic.

Instead, the only thing to contend with will 
be the mud – and I’m guessing lots of it. But 
come on: If you don’t get your car stuck in the 

mud at least once, have you even really been to 
the Maple Fest?

* * *
Speaking of Hebron, I saw this week there’s 

a new taxpayer advocacy group in town. The 
group, called Hebron VOICE (Voters for 
Oversight, Integrity, and Cost Efficiency), is 
a political action committee whose purpose 
is “to advocate for responsible fiscal steward-
ship and to ensure that residents have a strong 
voice in decisions affecting the town’s finan-
cial future.”

Reading about it took me back to the days 
of my youth – well, relative youth – and 
when I covered Hebron as a reporter for the 
Rivereast. It was early in the 2000s, around 
2002 and 2003, and there was a group on the 
scene called Hebron Dollars and Sense. There 
were some rather protracted budget battles 
during my three years covering the town, so I 
had reason to speak with the wonderful Don-
na McCalla, the spokesperson for the group, 
fairly often.

Donna was great with quotes and provid-
ing you information, and I always made sure 
to include her thoughts among the various 
selectmen and school board members I’d in-
terviewed for my 1,000-word weekly epics on 
the budget. 

And it wasn’t just me who would speak to 
Donna. She’d wind up quoted in the Courant 
and even the New York Times, as that paper 
eventually took notice of just how difficult 
it had become to craft a RHAM budget that 
would fly at referendum. 

So, for a time there, Hebron Dollars and 
Sense was a big deal. It seems to have faded 
away, though. Its Facebook page was last up-
dated in 2017, and its website appears to be 
dead. 

But seeing the press release about Hebron 

Painting Pals!... The East Hampton High School Art Club recently hosted a 
landscape painting class at the school for members of the East Hampton Senior 
Center. With assistance from EHHS visual arts teacher Lisa Lupacchino Gilson, 
the students and 10 senior citizens shared an afternoon of creating, laughter and 
shared stories – followed by snacks. 

A Letter to My Community 
To the Editor:

Our last WPCA meeting was probably three 
hours long, of which forty seconds were high-
lighted on social media. To close my discussion 
about the plant’s responsibility and accountabil-
ity to odor complaints I did a flippant recital of 
an average citizen’s odor complaint citing a farm 
on Middletown Avenue.

Most people that make these assertions do 
not realize that the WPCA pump station is in 
close proximity to the farm.

The reference was the closing to the discus-
sion because there are occurrences when in fact 
it is the fault of the WPCA when odor mitiga-
tion is off line or doors are left open at the facil-
ity.

My perception was that I had made a point to 
the committee about the importance of our ac-
countability to the community and I knew that 
they understood what I was discussing.

The reality was that I failed to include enough 
framework and context so that the listener 
would understand my point. The reference was 
in fact in defense of the farm with regard to in-
stances where the WPCA is at fault.

My failure to thoroughly explain the context 
to the listener has resulted in discontent within 
our community and for that I sincerely apolo-
gize to the community but more so the family 
farm.

Anyone that knows my family history or fur-
thermore truly knows me knows that the farm-
ing community is dear to me.

I used the name in my reference because I’ve 
known it as that since I was a child in the com-
munity. Growing up my uncles were friends 
with the family and it was never my intent to 
disrespect the family. It was in defense of them.

Regards,
Peter Villa

East Hampton

Let the Season Begin
To the Editor:

The political season is here, and the 34th 
District, which represents East Haddam, East 
Hampton and part of Salem has a real choice to 
make. This year’s Republican candidate, Melissa 
Ziobron, left a $132,000 job with the Republican 
State Committee to come back and “serve the 
public.” Nobody walks away from that kind of 
money without a plan. Melissa, the district de-
serves to know what that plan is.

Then there’s Meghan Rosenfeld. Mother of 
six. Career educator, paralegal, and HR profes-
sional, now in an executive leadership role. A 

Thank You, Town Council
To the Editor:

My house is at 4 Coughlin Rd., on the corner 
of Route 66 in Cobalt. As I said when I spoke 
at two East Hampton Town Council meetings 
last week, the proposed expansion of the sewer 
treatment facility on Route 66 at 292 West Main 
St. would have been, literally, in my – and my 
neighbor’s – backyard. But due to overwhelm-
ing opposition to the project from concerned 
citizens, the Town Council was convinced to 
look deeper into issues related to the project 
and, to their credit, they ultimately decided to 
do the right thing and withdraw their support 
for the construction of such a facility in a resi-
dential area, which was always a terrible idea. 

Huge thanks to the hundreds of citizens who 
attended the two meetings last week to make 
their concerns known and, ultimately, to the 
Town Council for listening to us, for taking our 
concerns seriously and acting accordingly. Very 
special thanks go to Ted Hintz who was, from 
the start, the leading voice on the Town Council 
who was opposed to the project. Thank you.

Bill Naughton Jr.
Cobalt 
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       Britt Miglietta       
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       20 KEIRSTEAD CIRCLE, MARLBOROUGH  

       Mary Milewski       
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       Robyn Letourneau     
860-918-3945     

       SOUTH STREET EXTENSION, COVENTRY  
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       Mary Parker       
860-883-9949     

        316 WEST ROAD, COLCHESTER     
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       OUR EAST HAMPTON       
OFFICE WELCOMES     

       Troy Thibedeau       
860-609-1954     

       Sarah Fox       
860-262-4424     

       23 GREENWICH PLACE, COLCHESTER     
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

As we move into mid-March, the real estate market is beginning to show signs of sea-
sonal momentum.
After a colder and relatively quiet winter, more homes are starting to hit the market. At 
the same time, buyer activity appears to be increasing as well. In just the past couple of 
weeks, we’ve begun to see something that was fairly limited earlier this winter — multi-
ple offer situations.
This pattern is fairly typical for our area. Activity often slows during the colder months 
and around the holidays, then begins to pick up as we approach spring. More buyers 
re-enter the market, and more homeowners start preparing to list their homes.
For homeowners considering selling, this shift can create opportunities. When buyer 
demand increases and inventory is still relatively limited, well-prepared homes can 
attract strong attention from buyers.
However, increased activity also means increased competition. As more listings come 
onto the market in the coming weeks, pricing strategy, preparation, and presentation 
become even more important. Homes that are priced appropriately and marketed effec-
tively tend to stand out. Homes that miss the mark can still take longer to sell.
What we’re seeing right now is the early stage of the spring market beginning to take 
shape — more listings, more buyers, and in some cases, renewed competition for desir-
able homes.
For homeowners thinking about selling this year, the weeks ahead will likely provide a 
clearer picture of how strong the spring market ultimately becomes.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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What Today’s Market Conditions Mean for Homeowners

Single-Family Homes
• 7 homes sold

• Average sale price: $509,000
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 107%

• Average days on market: 26 days
• Median days on market: 13 days

Results vary by price point, 
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 1 sold at $170,000

• Sale-to-list ratio: 97%
• Days on market: 1 day

Parts & Service
451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT

just off Rte. 2

860-603-2368 C
IT

3-
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HUGE SPRING
SALE

Get Ready
For The Season!

Take 10% OFF Service 
& Parts Used.

QUONSET SURPLUS
11/13 Pickering St., Portland • 860-342-0612

Hrs. Tues.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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Think Spring!
Think Outdoors!
Think Quonset!

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
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What Are We Doing?
To the Editor:

What are we even doing anymore, Colches-
ter?

Barely two days after voters approved $20 
million for school projects, the Board of Educa-
tion launched a forensic audit into the Health 
Reserve fund under Superintendent Sullivan 
and the previous board. We were told to trust 
the system, then immediately shown something 
serious enough to demand that level of scrutiny.

Mr. Sullivan says this was a simple accounting 
error, a misapplied formula. That does not add 
up. You do not initiate a forensic audit to fix a 
routine mistake. A forensic audit is used when 
there is reason to suspect intentional wrongdo-
ing like fraud, falsified records, or misuse of 
funds. Calling this simple while taking that step 
is not believable.

At the same time, town leadership and their 
defenders insist there is nothing to see. The 
audit itself proves otherwise, yet there is little 
urgency from those who should be demanding 
answers.

Why the indifference? Is it because members 
of the BOF have said they are merely a rubber 
stamp with no real purpose? Is it because they 
allowed the BOE budget book to shrink from 
about 200 pages to 20, eliminating real over-
sight?

Much of the blame belongs with the BOE and 
the superintendent, but it is dishonest to pre-
tend the Board of Finance shares none of it. 

So where is accountability now? It has been 

Question Development
To the Editor:

Racing towards an important referendum in 
Hebron we revisit the location and function of 
the Raymond Brook Watershed and the impor-
tance of avoiding development here, including 
our Public Works. Local households have his-
torically tapped into bedrock aquifers, through-
out Hebron, and our watershed neighborhoods 
are no different. We’ve heard plans to put the 
PW and a new town center on John Horton 
Blvd. 

Situated just east of Middle stream, JHBlvd 
appears, on maps, to be located neatly between 

woman who has spent years working with chil-
dren, families, and seniors, and who volunteers 
on the East Hampton Commission on Aging, 
not for recognition, but because that’s simply 
who she is. 

Meghan doesn’t divide people. She doesn’t 
label them. She shows up, does the work, and 
has been doing it long before anyone handed 
her a microphone. That’s not a politician. That’s 
a neighbor. That’s a leader. Eight months from 
now, the 34th District will choose its repre-
sentative. Use the time to get to know Meghan 
Rosenfeld. I think you’ll like what you find.

Tom O’Brien
East Haddam

	 Note: Rosenfeld is running as the Dem-
ocratic candidate for the 34th House District 
which includes East Haddam, East Hampton and 
part of Salem.

handed to teachers, who are being asked to take 
a pay freeze to fix a mistake they did not make, 
while officials who claim to support them stay 
silent.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sullivan talks about sacrifice 
but leaves out his 6% raise, approved by Donna 
Antonacci, now on the Board of Finance. He 
even presented his salary as unchanged.

No one responsible has been held account-
able. Instead, taxpayers are. A 9% budget in-
crease means about $1,000 more a year for the 
average home, roughly what Trump’s tariffs cost 
families nationally.

Why are we paying for their failure? Why has 
no one on the Board of Finance asked that?

And when residents object, we are told to 
offer solutions. That is not our job. We elected 
leaders to prevent this and fix it when it hap-
pens. This is their problem, and we have every 
right to reject any solution that is not respon-
sible, transparent, and fair.

If “get along” means ignoring all of this, then 
what exactly are we doing?

Jason LaChapelle
Colchester

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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two lineaments or bedrock fractures. Develop-
ment here could potentially effect households 
located directly below Colebrook Village. Above 
Middle stream sits a vast expanse of wetlands. 
These wetlands feed Middle stream, which 
could in fact, actually, be an open fracture. Ei-
ther way, it’s a really wet area. Proponents, of 
watershed development, are being vague by 
not mentioning that JHBlvd would need to be 
extended, towards the west, through these wet-
lands in order to reach the stony acres known 
as 17 Kinney Rd (old Horton land), 53 complex 
acres made more complicated by the surround-
ing wetlands. 

Remember that kitchen sponge, from last 
week, and the odd sized stones under that 
sponge? These stones, or in some cases, massive 
boulders, cause gaps in the soils trapping pock-
ets of water, which in turn, slowly worm their 
way down to points below. This complex water-
shed continually produces safe water. However, 
modern machinery combined with sheer will-
power means, humans can easily dismantle this 
property. Colebrook, is built, on ledge. Ledge 
that was blasted without notifying residents. 
Many of our homes, and wells, sit on the same 
ledge. These blasts felt like earthquakes and we 
experienced an aftershock. Blasting raises ques-
tions. Should we be developing the watershed? 
Can we justify compromising wetlands and 
groundwater patterns to extend JHBlvd? A road 
that leads us to chronic development and asso-
ciated problems. At what cost do we really need 
a new town center?

This tricky watershed could be considered 
shovel-ready, with a full-size excavator. How-
ever, one must consider long term damages. 
In addition to electrical, sewer, town water and 
natural gas, storm drains, storm ponds and en-
gineered drainage systems must be installed to 
protect buildings from flooding. That water will 
then be redirected into surrounding tributaries 
whereby forever disrupting the delicate chan-
nels groundwater takes through the landscape. 
The more we learn about this watershed, the 
more we understand the importance of keeping 
PW on Old Colchester Road. #save17

Jean Tulimieri
Amston

Congratulations, Dr. Sheth
To the Editor:

My congratulations to Dr. Radhee Sheth on 
the opening of Colchester Family Dental. Dr. 
Sheth, and her dental assistant, Barbara, are 
the perfect team. And as a patient of theirs for 
the last two years, I highly recommend them. I 
moved to Colchester in 2023 and was in need of 
some major dental care. Dr. Sheth was extreme-
ly caring, informative and knowledgeable, and 
made the treatments both affordable and easy. 
Her new office has the latest in screening and 
diagnostic equipment, and the space is welcom-
ing and comfortable. 

So, thank you Dr. Sheth for my new smile, 
and I look forward to years of continued care.

John Fitts
Colchester

Dollars and Sense
To the Editor:

 Waa,Waa,Waa, what is that background 
noise? That’s the politicians and BOE speaking 
to the Peanuts gang, you, the people of Colches-
ter, and that is what is going to be, if not already, 
what is left of your finances: Peanuts. 

Please, somebody explain why intelligent 
people continue to throw their money to these 
town boards as if they were pointing a gun at 
you and demanding you to give it up or else.

When you give into these demands it encour-
ages them to ask for more, and every year it is 
more. They know you will vote yes, or worse not 
vote at all, which is as good as a ‘yes’ vote.

Here again, 2026: One million or more for 
the town budget and up to five million for the 
BOE. On top of that a possible One million or 
more shortfall for the BOE health reserve fund. 
The highly paid BOE people were out to lunch 
on this one and of course it isn’t their fault; it 
never is. Can’t wait to see whose shoulders this 
is going to fall on? I would put my money on the 
Peanuts gang.

What are you going to do about it? My sug-
gestion is to get out and vote, let them know 
you’re sick and tired of giving away your money 
to their demands.

Frank Grande
Colchester

Belltown to Smelltown – 
Not a Chance

To the Editor:
On behalf of myself and others in the Mid-

dle Haddam area, I wish to express my sincere 
thank you to Town Councilman Ted Hintz Jr. 
for his extraordinary leadership in the Town 
Council meeting last Thursday. While public 
comments were being addressed it seemed like 
other members were just staring and seemed 
sort of disengaged. Ted took the lead and got 
things headed in the right direction which led 
to firing of Anthony DeSimone and the entire 
WPCA board. Also the Griffin company backed 
out of the deal. So thank you again Ted for hav-
ing the best interests of the town in mind and 
for looking out for us the citizens of East Hamp-
ton

Michael Pepin
Middle Haddam

Colchester Budget
To the Editor:

As chair of the Board of Finance (BOF) in 
Colchester, I want to speak directly to our resi-
dents about this challenging budget year. Ris-
ing costs of goods and services, increasing rates 
on health care related policies, infrastructure 
needs, and an underfunded health insurance 
fund on the Board of Education side are all 
overlapping to make for some difficult decisions 
this year.

Our board’s responsibility is to present a budget 
that is transparent, fiscally disciplined, and aligned 
with the values of our residents. That means 
weighing essential services against the realities of 
our tax base and doing so with care. Some choices 
will be tough. None will be made lightly.

Public engagement helps ensure that the bud-
get reflects the priorities of the people who live 
here. I encourage every resident to attend our 
upcoming workshops, ask questions, and share 
your perspective.

Together we can navigate these challenges and 

continue to support the services, quality of life, 
and excellent educational programs that make 
our town a place we are proud to call home.

Budget Presentation Information: Budget 
presentations were made by the Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) and town at the Public Hearing 
held by the BOF last week. Those presentations 
and the full budget books for both budgets are 
available on the town and BOE websites. The re-
cording/minutes for the public hearing are on 
the town website.

BOF Budget Workshop Schedule: (All held 
at 6 p.m., at Town Hall & on Zoom.) 1. Work-
shop #1 – Monday, March 23. Agenda: Town 
Budget Part 1 and Revenues. Departments: 
Public safety, first selectman, human resources, 
finance, tax collector, town clerk, assessor

2. Workshop #2 – Wednesday, March 25. 
Agenda: full BOE budget with all department 
heads.

3. Workshop #3 – Tuesday, March 31. Agen-
da: Town Budget Part 2 and Revenues contin-
ued. Departments: Community and human 
services (youth and social services, C3, library, 
park & rec, senior services), planning/code en-
forcement, elections, engineering, public works

4. Workshop #4 – Monday, April 6. Agenda: 
continuation of BOE budget. Possible joint bud-
get discussion by board.

The format for the workshops do allow for 
citizen comments and questions to be asked 
and answered, so please look at the available 
presentations and budget books online, listen to 
the workshops and ask whatever questions are 
on your minds.

Sincerely,
Karen Belding, Chair

Colchester Board of Finance

I Thank All of You
To the Editor:

To my East Hampton neighbors: Thank you.
Thank you to the residents who came out in 

force to the Town Council meetings — approxi-
mately 150 in person and 120 on Zoom. Your 
presence mattered, and it sent a clear message.

I especially want to recognize the courage of 
those who stood before the Town Council and 
spoke publicly about their concerns. Speaking 
up is not easy, and your voices made a difference.

I also want to acknowledge the Town Coun-
cil for beginning to undo some of the actions 
that raised serious concern. I believe they have 
heard us loud and clear. Now we should give 
them some time and space to make public the 
facts behind what many of us have only heard 
about so far. Patience is a virtue. 

As I wrote two weeks ago; there is a lot to un-
cover, to explain how we got this far down the 
road. Anne Lilburn of the Rivereast did a fantas-
tic job with her article. Channel 3 also kept us 
informed. Keep it up. 

For those townsfolk who have not heard or 
gotten involved: please follow the develop-
ments. We need your time, knowledge, and 
voice. Let the Town Council work to uncover 
the facts and bring the full picture to light.

Douglas Mackeown
East Hampton

More Than a Shopping Trip 
To the Editor:

Did you know that something as simple as a 
shopping trip can make a meaningful difference 
in the life of an older adult?

At the Portland Senior Center, we see it hap-
pen every time our bus heads out for one of 
our community shopping outings. One of our 
upcoming trips leaves at 10 a.m. for the Old 
Saybrook Shopping Center, where participants 
can visit Walmart, Stop and Shop, Marshalls, 
HomeGoods, and Verizon before enjoying 
lunch together.

While it may appear to be a simple errand 
run, these trips offer so much more. For many 
older adults, transportation can become diffi-
cult over time. Driving may no longer feel com-
fortable, and asking family members for rides 
can sometimes feel like a burden. Organized 
trips like these help older adults maintain inde-
pendence while still being able to run their own 
errands and make their own choices.

Just as important is the social connection. 
On these outings, conversations start the mo-
ment people step onto the bus. Friends compare 
shopping finds, share stories in the aisles, and sit 
down together for lunch. What begins as a trip 
to pick up a few necessities often becomes a day 
filled with laughter and companionship.

As someone who works closely with older 
adults, I can tell you that these moments mat-
ter deeply. Staying socially connected is strongly 
linked to improved mental health, reduced iso-
lation, and overall well-being as we age. Some-
times the most powerful support we can offer is 
simply creating opportunities for people to get 
out, connect with others, and feel part of their 

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
VOICE float across my inbox this week took 
me right back to those Dollars and Sense 
days. Will Hebron VOICE wind up having the 
same impact? Only time will tell, but I wish 
them luck.

* * *
I know you’re all on pins and needles won-

dering what I thought of last weekend’s Oscars. 
Well, first of all, I was indeed able to squeeze 
in a viewing of Sinners before the Academy 
Awards rolled around Sunday night. I liked it 
a great deal; it was ultimately a lot of fun, and 
extremely well-made. That said, I didn’t like it 
quite as much as One Battle After Another, so 
I was happy when One Battle took home the 
Best Oscar trophy. But I’d have been fine with 
either one winning; they were both worthy.

Other unsolicited thoughts:
— Conan O’Brien, who hosted this year, 

was hilarious as always. He’d be a great choice 
to host again. 

— The non-Conan comedy bits, however, 
were pretty bad. There was a lengthy bit with 
Robert Downey Jr. and Chris Evans that just 

fell flat, and the stuff with the cast of Brides-
maids wasn’t much better.

— Was glad to see Paul Thomas Anderson 
win for director. Saw some social media reac-
tions saying that this was more of a lifetime 
achievement award, the way Martin Scorsese 
finally got Best Director for The Departed, 
and that’s not fair. While it’s true Anderson 
should’ve received an Oscar before now, One 
Battle After Another was an engrossing movie 
and a fantastic piece of filmmaking in almost 
every way. I had no problem with him win-
ning for it.

— Maybe I should see Hamnet? Though I 
should probably have the Kleenex handy.

— I was thrilled to see Michael B. Jordan 
win Best Actor. He was fantastic in Sinners, in 
which he played a dual role. I’ve been watch-
ing Jordan in various projects for years, and 
have always been a fan, so it was pretty cool to 
see him take home the Oscar.

* * *
See you next week.

Experience Hebron’s
Horton Property

To the Editor:
Have you heard the discussions about the Hor-

ton property in Hebron? Do you know where 17 
Kinney Rd. is? These are the same place and have 
become a hot topic in town. Coming up will be 
two opportunities to experience this uniquely 
historic and environmentally important land-
scape. The first opportunity will be this weekend 
at the Maple Festival as Hebron Center His-
tory presents a multi-faceted display of artifacts, 
maps, and documents in the Douglas Library 
parking lot. The second will be a Walking Tour of 
17 Kinney Rd. on Sunday, March 29, beginning 
at 2 p.m., at the Raymond Brook Preserve park-
ing lot, 52 Kinney Rd. Details provided at Save 
Hebron Center on Facebook.

Both events will focus on the significance of 
the diverse history and how it connects to the 
equally significant environmental features of 
this highly productive watershed.

Imagine standing under the Iapetus Ocean 
600-400 million years ago or watching a mile 
of ice sliding overhead as the Laurentide Ice 
Sheet glides by 2.6 million years ago. Find out 
about the glacial lodgment till soil left behind, 
the highest quality agricultural soil that exists 

Accountability Before
Taxation

To the Editor: 
The developing crisis in Colchester’s employ-

ee health reserve may prove to be the most seri-
ous financial blunder our town has experienced 
in decades. It occurred under Democratic Party 
control, and residents deserve a clear account-
ing of how it happened before we are asked to 
pay for it.

The warning signs were visible more than a 
year ago, long before the public learned the re-
serve may now be short by roughly $1 million 
and could require millions more to stabilize.

More than a year ago, at a Board of Finance 
meeting in March 2025, Republican Tim Vail-
lancourt asked a simple oversight question: why 
was the health reserve contribution increasing by 
$400,000, and what was driving that increase?

The answers were inconsistent. At first, the 
increase was described as leftover end-of-year 
funds. Later, officials acknowledged claims 
were exceeding contributions. One example 
discussed showed roughly $294K being con-
tributed while $579K in claims were paid in a 
single month, requiring the reserve to cover the 
difference.

That should have triggered deeper finan-
cial scrutiny. Instead, when Mr. Vaillancourt 
pressed for clarification, Democratic board 
members argued with him rather than exam-
ine the numbers. The discussion devolved into 
confrontation, the chair shut it down, and the 
meeting moved on.

In other words, a legitimate financial over-
sight question was treated as a political dispute 
rather than an issue demanding investigation.

Now the town’s Democratic leadership is pro-
posing a roughly 9% tax increase. The combined 
town and school budget would increase by more 
than $6 million in a single year, with taxpayers 
being told the increase is necessary to address a 
problem the public still does not fully understand.

Yet the public still does not know exactly what 
happened, and a forensic investigation into the 
health reserve is currently underway. Until that 
investigation is completed, residents do not yet 
know when the reserve began deteriorating, 
who was responsible for monitoring it, or why 
the problem was not addressed sooner.

Before asking taxpayers for one of the larg-
est tax increases in recent memory, town leaders 
should provide the full facts.

How did the reserve collapse? Why were ba-
sic oversight questions dismissed instead of in-
vestigated?

Accountability must come before taxation.
Colchester residents deserve answers before 

they are asked to pay for this failure.
Michael Dubreuil

Colchester

in Connecticut. Hold in your hand a stone pro-
jectile point created 12,000 years ago by the Pa-
leoindians, the first inhabitants of Hebron. Look 
at the mysterious pictograph signature made in 
1674 by the Sachem Attawanhood. Learn about 
Edward Shipman Sr., the friend of Attawanhood, 
who was willed 3,000 acres by the Native leader. 
Find out about the Shipman homestead, located 
just south of Kinney Road, and why this influen-
tial settler decided to live in Hebron center.

Discover the dynamic power of the Raymond 
Brook Watershed centered at 17 Kinney Road. 
Did you know that the glacial lodgment till soil 
results in a remarkable high water table, just 18” 
to 24” below the surface? Consider the amazing 
amount of water that is filtered by the pristine 
farmland and surrounding wetlands. According 
to the USGS Rainfall Calculator, for every 2” rain-
fall the 88 acres of the Horton Property receives 
4,779,104 gallons of water! Add to that the EPA 
reports that the 30 acres of wetlands stores over 
30 million gallons of water. This is fresh drinking 
water that all finds it way to the Raymond Brook 
Marsh, our Aquifer Protection Zone.

We hope you can join us at one of the two 
events and experience the Hebron treasure that 
is the Horton property/17 Kinney Rd.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri

Amston
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com

R
E3

-2
0-

26

$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE3-20-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, Mar. 20th “Violent Reign”
Friday, Mar. 27th “In Deep”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Get your tickets now 
for An Evening of 

Perfect Pairings with 
Oz ‘N Bones and 
Ark Distillery at 

arkdistillery.com/store/

Live Music w/Matt Sperzel Thurs. 
3/26 & Drink Specials 5 - 8pm

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm
Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drinks & fooD

DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close 
St. Patrick’s Day Party Tues. March 17 DJ & Drink Specials 5pm-close

Live Entertainment Sat. April 4, 9pm Local Hebron Band “Weekend on Wednesday”
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Closed Sundays

Free Pool
Tuesday & Wednesday
3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE3-6-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

MARCH SPECIAL!
FISHERMAN’S PLATTER

ALL       FISHES! 

PLENTY FOR 2 PEOPLE!

Funny Who’s Doing
All the Complaining

To the Editor:
I was hoping for an easy budget season with-

out the drama. Here we go again.
Colchester has a real problem. The Board of 

Education’s health insurance fund is in crisis. 
But Republicans are already at meetings and 
on Facebook pointing fingers at anyone except 
themselves.

Here’s what they’re hoping you’ll forget.
Republicans on the Board of Finance voted 

against funding the health insurance reserve in 
June 2025. They derailed meetings and refused 
to let insurance experts explain how the fund 
works. Republican First Selectman Andreas 
Bisbikos ran the town side of that same fund 
$700,000 into deficit by 2023. Bernie Dennler 
fixed it. The BOE side is still a mess and Repub-
licans have no answers.

The Republicans casting the most blame are 
the most responsible for the mess. They helped 
create this problem, made it nearly impossible 
to fix, and now they’re the loudest voices in the 
room.

You can always tell the difference between the 
people who fix things and the people who just 
complain to cause maximum drama. Here we 
go again.

John Farrell 
Colchester 

No Increase to School Budgets
To the Editor:

This is an open letter to the Hebron Town 
Council and Board of Finance read at the Bud-
get Workshop on March 17:

Tonight, you will hear from two organiza-
tions outlining their proposed budgets for your 
consideration. I have a feeling that, not count-
ing particulars, these presentations’ tone and 
scope will greatly resemble those of past years. 
And they will be presented as approved by their 
respective boards in accordance with their mis-
sion statements or core values and belief state-
ments.

I stand here tonight with the greatest defer-
ence to you, the boards of the two educational 
institutions and the numerous professionals 
that have worked strenuously to achieve the 
goal of passing this year’s budget.

But I wish to add a few thoughts. Over the 
last few years, pleadings to the two educational 

DPWAC Update
To the Editor:

Hello fellow residents! When I started writing 
letters to the Rivereast I first included Frequent-
ly Asked Questions or FAQs. We have archived 
the first 44 FAQs and there are now some new 
ones:

Q45: Will the new Public Works facility at 
Old Colchester Road include a transfer station?

A: Yes, before the design process began, the 
Town Council had directed that the project 
must include a transfer station that will handle 
municipal solid wase (MSW) recyclables, bulky 
waste, waste oil and antifreeze, electronics and 
the reinstallation of the Swap Shack.

Q46: Since the Town did not receive any bids 
for curbside pickup of municipal solid waste, re-
cyclables, and bulky waste items, what alterna-

Hebron Town
Budget Overview

To the Editor:
Hello town residents — I wanted to provide 

facts regarding the town government structure 
and budget process below:

1. Colchester has a different type of govern-
ment than Hebron. They have a first select-
man, like a mayor, who is in charge of all the 
first round of budgets. He has sole discretion to 
direct departments on spending. The Hebron 
Town Council can make recommendations to 
the town manager on initial budget goals.

2. Hebron has three different feeds into 
the budget process: the town, the elementary 
schools and RHAM. Each budget is presented 
by the corresponding department. The town 
manager initially presents for the town and the 
superintendents for each of the schools.

3. Early March: we are currently in the pro-
cess of initial department presentations. Once 
this is done, cuts can be made to the town by the 
Town Council. The BoE and RHAM BoE make 
the cuts for the schools.

4. April: After changes are made, the revised 
budgets are then sent to the Board of Finance. 
The Board of Finance can make no specific line 
changes to the RHAM budget. They are only 
able to make a top line cut/adds to the town 
and schools. It is up to the town and elementary 
schools to identify where these cuts will happen.	

5. Late April/May: Once this has all been 
completed the town/education budget and the 
RHAM budget goes to voters.

Hope this helps folks understand the com-
plexities of our town budgets and their pro-
cesses.

Claudia Riley
Amston

Note: Riley is a member of the Hebron Town 
Council, but is writing as an individual.

tive options is the DPWAC pursuing?
A. There are currently discussions underway 

with Colchester regarding our residents using 
their facilities to dispose of municipal solid 
waste, recyclables, and bulky waste items. In ad-
dition, from the outset, the Committee has sev-
eral other options they are currently pursuing 
that are looking promising.

Q47: Do the plans for the rebuilding of the 
Public Works facility require that the town pur-
chase the Eversource property?

A: No, the design plans are not at all contin-
gent on the acquisition of the Eversource prop-
erty.

Q48. What will the cost be to temporarily re-
locate the DPW equipment and operations dur-
ing the construction period?

A: The costs for the temporary relocations are 
currently being compiled by town staff and they 
will be shared once completed.

Q49. When will the referendum be held to 
vote on the OCR project?

A: This is a decision that will be made solely 
by the Town Council. However, it appears that 
the referendum will not occur until sometime 
this coming fall.

Q50. How can I find primary documents, 
presentations, and draft design renderings on 
past and present DPW projects?

A: We are coordinating with the town manag-
er’s office to clarify where residents can find all 
documents from before and after the formation 
of the current DPWAC. We will provide more 
information once it becomes available.

Q51. How can I submit questions to the DP-

WAC?
A: All questions should be submitted to the 

following email address: dpwac@hebronct.gov 
All emails will be acknowledged as soon as ad-
ministratively possible. Some questions may 
require input from various resources to provide 
complete answers. However, the committee is 
committed to responding promptly. These are 
posted on the town website: www.hebronct.
com.

Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman
Hebron DPWAC 

institutions and boards have been made to trim 
their spending. These requests were made not 
in objection to education but to ensure the fis-
cal health of the communities that they exist 
in. These pleadings have gone unheeded. And I 
understand why. Nowhere in the mission state-
ment or the core value statement of these insti-
tutions is there any pledge to ensure the overall 
health of the communities that house them. 
These institutions are doing exactly what they 
pledge to do. Enhance, to the best of their abil-
ity, the education of their students.

But they do not exist in a vacuum. And their 
continued successful fiscal maneuvering has 
helped ensure three things. The passage of their 
budgets, an ever-increasing burden on the tax-
payers of Hebron and the demise of Hebron’s 
infrastructure. This cannot go on.

I request that the Town Council and the 
Board of Finance ask these two institutions to 
submit a zero-increase budget for this year and 
for the next two years. Such a budget strategy, to 
the best of my understanding, would meet Con-
necticut’s MBR requirements and will give the 
town of Hebron some much needed relief. Such 
a budget outlook will allow Hebron to address 
its woefully decrepit infrastructure without 
forcing many of its elderly to move out of town 
due to a high tax burden.

I do not make this request lightly. It would 
entail the freezing of wages, benefits and salary 
steps. It is a drastic request, but I believe it tells 
the story of Hebron’s current fiscal reality.

Terry McManus 
Hebron

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
community.

The next time you see the Senior Center bus 
heading out of town, know that it is carrying 
more than passengers. It is carrying friendship, 
independence, and the simple joy of being to-
gether. If you are interested in learning more 
about these outings or other programs, please 
contact the Portland Senior Center. We are al-
ways happy to welcome new faces.

Sarah Elliott Caratasios
LMSW Director/Municipal Agent 

Portland Senior Center



Page 8	 NEWS BULLETIN • March 20, 2026

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

R
E7

-1
9-

24

21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

C
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

C
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

Soccer Club Spring Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is now accepting 

registrations for the spring soccer season. Trav-
el-Competitive registration will be accepted un-
til March 22. Club-Recreational registration will 
be accepted until April 11, though a late fee of 
$25 applies after March 31.

The PSC will only accept registrations online 
at www.bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub.

For Club Soccer, cost per registrant is $75, 
and the schedule is: Pre-K sessions: 8:45-9:30 
a.m. (Saturday only); Dribbler sessions: 9:15-

10:15 a.m. (Saturday only); Kicker sessions: 
9:15-10:15 a.m. (Saturday Games & Practice 
-Wednesdays)

Dribbler and Kicker divisions will receive 
team shirts.  Pre-K division will receive Team 
shirts and balls.  These will be available for dis-
tribution on Friday, April 17, from 5:45-7 p.m., 
at the recreational complex.

The Club-Recreational program will run 
eight weeks, from April 18-June 13; there is 
no Rec Soccer during Memorial Day weekend 
(May 23rd).  All games will take place at the 
Recreational Complex.

For Travel-Town Soccer, the cost per travel 
registrant is $170 for U9 to U14. 

There are no tryouts planned for the spring 
season.   New participants that did not play in 
the fall season are not guaranteed a spot on a 
spring travel team and will be added based on 
PSC board approval. 

For more information, contact club president 
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or 
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at 
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or 
registrar Anne Whalen at awhalen34@yahoo.
com or 860-690-3414.

Book Collection Day
All are invited to bring your gently-used books, 

DVDs, puzzles and CDs to the Friends of the 
Portland Library Book Collection on Saturday, 
March 21, from 10 a.m.-noon. Volunteers will 
help you bring in your donations at the back door 
of the library, 20 Freestone Ave.  Donations are 
tax-deductible and acknowledgement forms will 
be available.  

Donated items must be in sellable condition: no 
dirty, moldy, or items in poor condition.  Also, the 
Friends cannot accept textbooks, business books, 
computer books, VHS videos or magazines.

Donated items are sold at the Friends Fall Book 
Sale and the ongoing book sale in the library.  Pro-
ceeds from these sales support library program-
ming. 

POCD Surveys
All Portland residents recently received a 

large postcard in the mail with the survey infor-
mation for the Portland Plan of Conservation 
and Development Update, and for the Future 
Downtown Portland and Riverfront Masterplan.

The two committees working on these plans 
are interested in feedback, as they said they are 
striving to have both plans reflect residents’ pri-
orities and visions. Residents are asked to com-
plete the surveys by either using the QR codes 
found on the postcard, or visiting http://bit.
ly/4arlcZh

For more information or assistance, contact 
the Portland planning office at 860-342-6727. 

Hop into Spring Festival 
Trinity Church, 345 Main St., will host a 

“Hop into Spring” Festival Saturday, March 
28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The event will feature homemade crafts, 
baked goods, candy, and door prizes. Fami-
lies are invited to enjoy children’s entertain-
ment, including a dance party, and a special 
visit from the Easter Bunny, who will be 
available for photos with guests of all ages.

Snow Days Can’t Keep Addams Family from PHS Stage

Portland High School – with an assist from Portland Middle School – is putting 
on The Addams Family for its spring musical this year. From left are cast members 
Martin Coppola, who plays Pugsley; Logan Price, who plays Gomez; Drey Farmer, 
as Morticia; and Anna Piascik, who plays Wednesday.

By Anne Lilburn
While this year’s snow may have tried its best 

to derail rehearsals for Portland High School’s 
spring production of The Addams Family, the 
show’s producers, stars and crew say they’re 
ready to go this weekend – after a winter season 
filled with study hall rehearsals, Facetime chore-
ography sessions and plenty of hard work.

Producer Elisha Millerd Lewis, who is in her 
fifth year producing the school musical and 
who is also a library Media Specialist at Port-
land’s Secondary Schools, said that she and the 
show’s directors had chosen The Addams Fam-
ily because they were looking to change things 
up with something more modern after last year’s 
performance of Anything Goes. 

The choice turned out to be a hit with the stu-
dents.

“It’s a big tradition in our school to have a big 
stir up when the directors choose the musical,” 
said The Addams Family pit orchestra member 
Lily Gaetani, a senior. “Everyone goes into the 
auditorium and they make a big slideshow and 
it’s very exciting because this is a big event for 
our school, it brings a lot of people together.”

“The Addams Family,” she added, was “an ex-
citing choice that was kind of unexpected.”

Millerd Lewis said she was happy to see the 
kids get excited about the musical choice, and 
that choosing something that felt current was by 
design.

“We wanted something that was kind of a 
little bit more pop culture, that the kids would 
know and recognize, as well as people who are 
my age or even the older generation,” she said. 
“We wanted it to kind of span generations.”

Lewis added that between the musical itself 
(which premiered on Broadway in 2010), Netf-
lix’s current popular Wednesday series, the 1991 
movie and the original 1960s television show, 
everyone was familiar with the subject.

For Anna Piascik, a junior who plays the role 
of Wednesday, the musical choice was welcome 
news.

“When I found out it was [The] Addams Fam-
ily, I was so excited because Wednesday is like 
one of my number one dream roles ever,” she 
said. “I was so excited. I’ve seen so many amaz-
ing productions of Addams Family in the past 
and I was excited to be a part of one of them.”

Eighth-grader Kyrinn Stone, who is a dancer 
in the ensemble, agreed.

“I’ve been obsessed with the show Wednesday 
for a while, so I was very excited,” she said, add-
ing that she was also excited to be included as an 
eighth grader. 

“I remember in all the younger grades, we’d al-
ways come and we’d watch like, half of the musi-
cal, they’d perform it for us, so I was always like, 

‘I want to do that when I get older,’ and I’m glad 
I got to do it before I even went to high school,” 
she said.

For students on the technical side of the pro-
duction, the choice of The Addams Family came 
with some fun, like the sequined jacket that Leah 
Lamson, a senior who works on costumes for the 
production, chose to put under an outer jacket 
for Gomez to reveal during a dance number. It 
also came with some challenges, like the large 
foam trees that stage manager and set designer 
Kai Vardon, also a senior, said required some co-
ordination to move around and stash backstage.

Senior Hailey Bustamante, who is the assis-
tant technical director, runs the mics and also 
assists with on stage special effects and lighting. 
She’s been working on the tech crew since she 
was a sophomore.

 “I think if you’re not really comfortable being 
on stage,” Bustamante said, “tech crew is really 
good. It’s really just a fun way to hang out with 
your friends and be a part of the show, and hon-
estly, just watching the way the show grows is a 
fun experience in and of itself.”

Every student and advisor mentioned one 
very big challenge that stood in the way of the 
production this year: the snow. With a lot of 
snow days interrupting rehearsals, students and 
faculty members really had to go above and be-
yond to get the work done.

“The snow days were definitely a hard hurdle 
to get over,” said Piascik. “We spent a lot of time 
in school, and coordinating things outside of 
school that we needed to work on.”

She said that they used study hall time, as well 
as lunch periods, to cheat extra rehearsal time, 
and stayed late after regular rehearsals to make 
up for the lost time. They also turned to some 
pandemic-era methods of collaborating.

“We would have group chats,” said Piascik, 
“[and] we would record choreography videos 
for each other.”

“We love our kids here. Like, they always go 
above and beyond,” said Millerd Lewis, who recent-
ly returned from maternity leave herself and has 
been making up for lost time on this production. 

Millerd Lewis added the production is impor-
tant to the students. 

“They want it to be the best possible perfor-
mance that we could have, so they always take 
the time to get together and [rehearse],” she said. 
“And it’s hard for high schoolers, right? Like, 
they have jobs, they have sports, they have these 
clubs that they belong to, they have to maybe 
watch younger siblings. 

“So for them to carve out that time,” she con-
tinued, “it means a lot to us as the directors, you 
know? Because we spend hours and hours and 
hours, but we also recognize that they spend 

hours and hours and hours, too, outside of what 
we are asking them to do here at school.”

The students said the respect was mutual, 
adding that they appreciate the extra work that 
their directors put in to the show.

“We’re really lucky to have such a strong set 
of directors that really inspire us to keep going 
and to want to keep coming back every year,” 
said Gaetani.

She said it’s exciting to finally see everything 
come together.

“The work that you’re putting in for months 
before,” she said, “it really shows the community 
that this brings together for everybody, and then 
the excitement that builds up.”

Piascik said she was looking forward to shar-
ing the performance with the community, and 
added that she hoped community members 
would turn out.

“[The musical is] not something that gets as 
much attention as sports,” she said. “We want 
it to be a bigger audience than just our family 
members and our close friends, we want people 
to come and see us.”

Community members can see The Addams 
Family musical at the Portland Middle School 
auditorium on Friday, March 20 at 7 p.m., or Sat-
urday March 21, at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are 
available on site prior to the performance or can 
be purchased online at tinyurl.com/phsaddams.

Lions Accepting
Scholarship Applications
The Portland Lions Club is now accepting 

scholarship applications for Portland resident 
students enrolling in a post-high school certifi-
cate or degree program that serves the public in 
some manner. 

 Applications will be accepted from students 
of all academic levels as well as learning chal-
lenges. Portland students can obtain an ap-
plication form from the PHS guidance office 
or through the Portland CT Lions Club email: 
Portlandctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.  

 All applications must be received by April 15 
for consideration. 
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THE SNOW HAS FINALLY MELTED...
SPRING IS HERE! SCHEDULE YOUR 
SPRING VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 3/31/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check 
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Expert Tesla Service!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

The Art of Container Gardening
The Portland Garden Club and Portland 

River Valley Garden Club will hold a program 
entitled “The Art of Container Gardening: De-
signing, Planting, and Maintaining Your Own 
Urban Oasis” on Wednesday, March 25, at 7 
p.m., at the Waverly Center (Senior Center) lo-
cated at 7 Waverly Ave.

In this free in-person presentation, expert 
gardener Mark Gostkiewicz will discuss every-
thing you need to know to create a thriving con-
tainer garden in any space. 

In this workshop, you’ll: learn about differ-
ent types of containers available, and their pros 

and cons; discover the importance of proper soil 
and drainage in container gardening; get tips on 
choosing and caring for plants in a container 
garden; learn how to design and layout your 
container garden for maximum impact; and get 
advice on seasonal considerations and hardi-
ness zones

This event, open to the public, is sponsored 
by The Portland Garden Club and The Portland 
River Valley Garden Club. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

For more information, call Sue at 959-231-
9630.

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th 

Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at 
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9 
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will 
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of 
2026’s Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-

mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, Bev-
erly Chester, Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Richard 
Kearney, Nancy McKinstry Roch, Richard Pa-
woiczik, Mark Pierini, Maureen Robinson Jor-
dan, or Thomas Savage is asked to email Mary 
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com 
or message her on Facebook: Portland high class 
76.

Classmates can also verify current contact in-
formation and obtain information by contacting 
Reitz. 

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society
The Portland Historical Society is counting 

down the days to its 30th annual Town-Wide 
Tag Sale Day, which will be held (rain or shine) 
Saturday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Due to the anticipated re-construction of the 
1841 Gildersleeve Store, the Historical Society 
will not be holding its own tag sale that directly 
benefits the society. Therefore, the society will 
not be collecting items this year. 

However, on Tag Sale Day the society will 
have a Bake Sale of homemade goodies on the 
porch of the Callander House. Members and 
friends of the society will be baking before Sat-
urday and packaging their specialties for this 
sell-out sale.

Volunteers are needed to make this day a suc-

cess – particularly folks who can spare an hour 
or two on Thursday, May 7 and/or Saturday, 
May 9. Help is needed delivering tag sale poles 
on Thursday after 3 p.m. and collecting poles on 
Saturday after 2:30 p.m. Delivery/pickup works 
best if you work in pairs — a driver and some-
one to jump out of the car to deliver the pole to 
the door along with a bag of supplies. Approxi-
mately 140 poles will need to be delivered on 
Thursday and collected on Saturday. People are 
usually given a batch of 10 poles to deliver — a 
pickup truck, SUV or a vehicle with back seats 
that fold down works well.

For more information about volunteering, 
call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThistory@
gmail.com.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, April 3, for Good Friday.

Inclement Weather Procedure: If Portland 
Public Schools have a delayed opening or are 
closed for the day due to inclement weather, 
the library will not run morning storytimes. Af-
ternoon and evening programs will be decided 
on an individual basis that day, and registered 
participants will be contacted through email as 
soon as possible if the program will be canceled. 
Call the library if you have any questions on 
whether programs will be held or if the library 
is open.

Children’s Programs: Celebrating Women 
in History: Thursday, March 26, 3:30 p.m., for 
grades K-5. Learn about some of the contribu-
tions American women have made to history 
in areas such as art, science and transportation 
– and then participate in projects recognizing 
each. 

Teen Program: Spring Egg Hunt and Peeps 
Houses: Monday, March 30, 3:30 p.m. Come to 
the Town Green (weather pending) for a com-
petitive teen egg hunt and then use the items 
found in your eggs to make a gingerbread house 
for a marshmallow Peep. In case of inclement 
weather, the program will move inside to the li-
brary’s Wagner Room and teens will only make 
marshmallow Peep houses. 

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit – Youth Art 
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in 
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit 
runs through April 18.

From Liberty to Legacy – Exploring Ameri-
can Ideals in the Musicals 1776 and Hamilton: 
Thursday, March 26, 6 p.m. These two Ameri-
can musicals tell the story of the founding of 
the nation. Michael Langlois will look at these 
revolutionary musicals and their contrasting 
visions of an American society at a crossroads. 
Note: this lecture features video clips from the 
two musicals. This event is part of the library’s 
celebration of America 250. Registration is re-
quested.

Revolutionary War Workshop: Saturday, 
April 11, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This is a work-
shop to help you find your Revolutionary War 
ancestor. The workshop is hosted by the Wad-
sworth chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution in celebration of America’s 
250th anniversary. Download and fill out the 
pedigree chart attached to the calendar entry to 
prepare for the workshop (recommended but 
not mandatory). Registration required.

Book Clubs: 1st Thursday Night Book Club: 
Thursday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. True Biz by Sara 
Novic will be discussed. Talk About Books: 
Tuesday, April 7, 1 p.m. James by Percival Ev-
erett will be discussed. Mystery Lovers Book 
Club: Tuesday, April 21, 1 p.m. A Drink Before 
the War by Dennis Lehane will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, April 15, 1 p.m. Hamnet 
(2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is 
125 minutes.

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Holy Week Schedule:  Palm Sunday service 
on 3/29 at 9:30 a.m.; Maundy Thursday Din-
ner and Service on 4/2 at 6 p.m.; Good Friday, 
4/3 – Stations of the Cross on the Brownstone 
Green at noon, and Good Friday service at 6:00 
pm at Zion Lutheran Church; Easter Vigil on 
4/4 at 7 p.m. at Church of the Holy Trinity in 

Middletown; Easter Sunrise Service on 4/5 at 
First Congregational Church at 7:30 a.m., and 
Easter Sunday service at 9:30 a.m.

The church is open for prayer and meditation, 
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions 
are held at this time as well; all are welcome. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children 
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet  the first and 
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658. 

Soup and Substance: On Wednesdays during 
Lent, Zion has been participating in a Soup and 
Substance program with Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in East Hampton. Participants meet 
together at 6 p.m. for a simple meal and discus-
sion, alternating between the two churches. The 
remaining date is March 25 at Zion.

Collecting for Food Bank: Also throughout 
Lent, Zion has been collecting items for the 
Portland Food Bank. Items to be collected on 
March 22 are deodorant and feminine products; 
and on March 29 are shaving cream, hand lo-
tion, and body lotion; but any items are wel-
come at any time.

Spiritual Salon: On March 22, from 3-4 p.m., 
members will gather for Zion’s second annual 

Spiritual Salon. All ages, young and old, are invited 
to share a short Bible passage, meaningful poem, 
piece of spiritual trivia, song or piece of music or 
anecdote that is spiritually meaningful. RSVP to 
Sylvia LeShane at sleshane98@gmail.com or 860-
759-6418. Refreshments will be served.

Holy Week: Services during Holy Week will 
include Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 6 p.m., 
and Good Friday, April 3, at 6 p.m. Easter Sun-
day celebration will be April 5 at 9 a.m.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Easter Bake Sale
The First Congregational Church of 

Portland is holding an Easter Bake Sale on 
Saturday, April 4., from 9 a.m.-noon, at the 
church, 554 Main St.

The sale will include cakes, pies, cook-
ies, tea breads and some gluten-free items. 
There will be other treats available as well.

AARP Tax Return Prep
AARP Tax Return Preparation will be 

available by appointment every Wednesday 
through April 8 at the Portland Waverly Se-
nior Center, 7 Waverly Ave. This service is free 
and open to everyone, not only to senior citi-
zens. 

Bring your tax return from last year, an ID, 
and your Social Security card if you have one. 
Additionally, fill out and bring form 13614-

C to your appointment – copies of this form 
are available for pickup at the senior center. 
Make sure you have all your paperwork before 
scheduling your appointment. All appoint-
ments are on Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 

If there is inclement weather conditions 
and Portland schools are closed, you will be 
contacted to reschedule. Call 860-342-6761 to 
schedule your appointment. 

Honor Society Inductee
Michaela Miano of Portland, a student at Syr-

acuse University, was recently elected to mem-
bership into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation’s oldest all-discipline collegiate 
honor society.

Mahjong Practice Group
A meet-up for learning and practicing Mah-

jong meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St, 
Portland.

All player levels, including novice, are wel-
come. The game is played by NMJL rules. 

For more information, contact Ginger LaBel-
la at gingerlabella@gmail.com or 860-759-0935. 
Novices requiring instruction should notify La-
Bella before attending so she can plan accord-
ingly. 
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St. Mary Palm Cross Sale
St. Mary Ladies Guild is wrapping up its Palm 

Cross sale. These crosses are used to adorn the 
gravesite of a loved one for Easter.  

Cost is $13 each.  Call Guild president Jane 
Klemba at 860-301-3731 to place an order.  

Deadline for orders is March 15. 

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Church Hall.   The afternoon session meets the 
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Rosary Room.  

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Easter Egg Hunt: Families with children ages 
1-10 are invited to come to the Portland Recre-
ational Complex on Saturday, March 28, at 11 a.m. 
(Rain date is Sunday, March 29, at 2 p.m.) Find the 
golden egg and win a prize. Golden egg prizes will 
be provided by Carl Guild & Associates.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes with Miss Ali-
cia: Various programs are available for partici-
pants as young as 13 months old.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball: Tuesdays 
through April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. This program is free to Portland 
residents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Portland Sports Hall of Fame: Portland 
Parks and Recreation is partnering with the 
Portland Sports Hall of Fame to accept nomi-
nations for the class of 2026. Nominations can 
be submitted to the Parks and Recreation De-
partment digitally through their website or in-

person at the office located at 265 Main St.
Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to 

lock in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open 
to children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kin-
dergarten, Base Camp is open to children enter-
ing grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to chil-
dren entering grades 7-9.

Slamma Jamma Spring Break Basketball 
Camp: Monday-Friday, April 13-17, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at Portland High School. Open to 
children in grade 3-8.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park: 
Saturday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate 
programs are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – Grades 
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland 
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15 
p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – 
Grades 6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30 
p.m., at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners 
with Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m., 
at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Intermediate 
Players with Gerry: Wednesdays, May 6-June 
3, 6-7 p.m., at Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Pelton Proposes $43.8M Budget
By Anne Lilburn

First Selectman Michael Pelton last week pro-
posed a $43.81 million budget for 2026-27, an 
increase of 4.88% over the current year.

This year’s proposed budget includes 
$43,808,607 in expenditures, a 4.88% increase 
over the prior year, with education making up 
$27,218,420 of that total number and general 
government spending comprising $16,590,187. 
The proposed general government budget has 
an increase of 4.7%, while the education portion 
has an increase of 4.99%.

The projected mill rate will be 37.19 mills for 
real estate (an increase of 1.89 mills from the 
current year) and 32.46 mills for motor vehicles. 

The town has also seen an increase in its Grand 
List value, with a total value of $977,591,000, a 
$4,598,490 increase from last year. 

At the March 10 public hearing on the pro-
posed budget, Pelton, a Republican, described 
the spending proposal as “a starting point,” and 
urged residents to come to the budget work-
shops, where they can “ask questions and elicit 
feedback.”

“I hope with this budget process,” said Pelton, 
“that people are involved, they’re asking ques-
tions, they’re seeking us out when we’re out 
someplace and they want to know more about 
it, because the more that people get involved, 
the more that everyone owns this budget.”

“These are ultimately taxes that everyone 
will pay,” he added, “and I want people to know 
where the money’s coming from and how it’s 
being spent and what good it’s doing the town.”

Pelton broke down an overview of the town 
government, with 355 employees and volun-
teers, including some part time and seasonal 
employees. He also highlighted some recent 
townwide accomplishments, mentioning Brain-
erd Place and the upcoming Nordic Spa, adding 
that he believed those projects would be benefi-
cial to future budgets.

“The more business you have in town, the 
more it spreads out the tax burden,” he said, “so 
it makes the tax burden to residents decrease.”

He also discussed the new municipal water 
source and well as a priority for the town, say-
ing that he believed it would give the town more 
control over costs. Pelton noted the current 

costs to the town for its municipal water sup-
ply totaled $2,006,739, a 3.47% increase over the 
prior year. He emphasized that this was one of 
the reasons that he believed the town pursuing 
its own water supply made sense,

On the topic of budgetary challenges, both 
Pelton and Superintendent of Schools Charles 
Britton, who presented the education budget, 
brought up this year’s steep increases in health 
insurance costs.

“One of the big drivers for both our budgets 
this year in particular has been the cost of health 
care and health insurance,” said Pelton. “We had 
a big hit this year on that. It’s happening every-
where: not just here, not just in Connecticut, 
not just in New England, [but] throughout the 
country. Insurance has just gone crazy.”

He said much of the budgetary increases were 
driven by these “people costs,” adding that “you 
would be surprised how little goes up on the 
materials that we buy, the service contracts that 
we have.”

To prove his point, Pelton showed a slide that 
highlighted total general government “people 
costs,” which are $10,176,167, or 61.3% of the 
proposed budget. On the Board of Education 
side, that number was $21,231,325, or 78% of 
the budget. Overall, the “people costs” of the 
combined budgets was $31,407,492 or 71.7% of 
the overall budget.

Some capital items that Pelton said would be 
funded in the proposed budget under the gen-
eral fund included Board of Education food 
service equipment and technology upgrades, a 
generator and ATV for the Fire Department, 
a website redesign for the library, and several 
items for the police department, including a po-
lice SUV, a keyless entry security upgrade and 
cameras for interior buildings. 

The general capital fund will also cover a ve-
hicle and HVAC system for the Public Works 
department, sealcoating the town garage, and 
some townwide items, including a new phone 
system and computers. He said all of these items 
were reviewed by the capital committee.

The percentage increases for most depart-
ments were in line with past year increases in 
the post-pandemic years.

On the education side, Britton described 
health care costs as “our big headwind this year,” 
saying “it’s something we can’t get around; it’s 
something we can’t avoid.” 

He said that the town’s current insurer, An-
them, initially estimated a 26.9% increase in 
health insurance costs, which he said the district 
was able to negotiate down, but not low enough 
to avoid having to make cuts. He said the dis-
trict was facing the combined effect of premium 
increases, which are affecting school districts 
nationwide, as well as employee plan choices, 
noting that family plans cost significantly more 
than individual plans.

Britton said that, following negotiations with 
their insurer, the overall cost of benefits to the 
school district would now rise by 15.68%, from 
$4,892,165 for the current year, to $5,659,070, 
based on current estimates. 

Britton also said that the Board of Educa-
tion recently settled its school transportation 
contract, which added $16,448 to the budget, 
as well as its paraprofessional contract, which 
added $2,292 to the budget. All of these addi-
tional costs came in after the Board of Educa-
tion voted on the budget in January, so Britton 
said that that meant that, with this proposed 
education budget, the Board of Education will 
be in a $146,399 deficit, despite the 4.99% in-
crease from last year.

As a result, Britton said he imposed a flat 
funding policy (“What you got this year is what 
you’re getting next year”) and was also forced to 
make some staffing cuts. The proposed budget 
will now involve cutting one full time teach-
ing position, one paraprofessional position and 
one full time board-certified behavior analyst 
(BCBA) position. It also involves cutting an ath-
letic coordinator.

“These cuts are going to be very hard to han-
dle,” he said, but “all of this was done to offset 
that draconian health insurance increase.”

He emphasized that the budget could not 
absorb any more cuts without it affecting “aca-

demic, athletic, extracurricular and co-curricu-
lar programming.”

Aside from staff benefits, Britton said that 
notable increases to the budget from last year 
included costs in the category of “purchased 
services,” which includes lease payments on a 
property on Main Street that the district plans 
to use for its transition services program. This 
program serves 18- to 22-year-old students with 
disabilities who have not earned a high school 
diploma and who require additional training in 
life skills.

Britton pointed out that, while the lease will 
cost money in the short term, the program has 
potential to bring in revenue, because it could 
“become attractive to other towns,” who would 
pay tuition to send their students there. Just one 
student’s tuition, he said, would cover the cost 
of rent.

There is also an increase in the “buildings and 
equipment” category, due to the purchase of 
new Chromebooks for fifth and ninth grade stu-
dents, which Britton said would stay with stu-
dents for four years. Transportation costs for the 
school district were relatively flat, with a slight 
percentage decrease, in fact, due to the change 
to using an in-house minivan for some needs.

On the ongoing topic of special education 
costs and unfunded mandates, Britton pointed 
out that the state hasn’t increased the baseline of 
its excess costs grants, which cover high special 
education costs, including outplacements, since 
2013, but he said there is currently pressure on 
the state to make changes and he is hopeful that 
legislators will “do the right thing” and increase 
the amount.

Pelton encouraged residents to stay involved 
in the budget process. Budget deliberations will 
take place on March 24 and 25 at 7 p.m., and the 
Board of Selectmen will present the approved 
budget on April 8 at a meeting that will be open 
to the public. The town will vote on the budget 
at a referendum on May 11.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments.

Bereavement Support Group: All are invited 
to attend. The group meets each month on the 
second Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the church hall 
and every fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the rosary 

room. Call Susan Bongiorno at 860-685-1966 
for additional information.

Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 
to make arrangements.

Marriages: Contact the office at 860-342-
2328 to make an appointment with the Rev. 
John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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91 Main Street
Portland

RE 3-13-26

Don’t forget to bring cash for your song requests!!!
All proceeds go to 

Project Graduation 2026.

Tickets will also be sold at the door based on limited availability.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is March 23.

AARP Tax Return Preparation:  Wednes-
days through April 8, 9 a.m.-noon. The service 
is free, but an appointment is required. 

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 3/23: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 3/24: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – to donate light fleece for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: glazed 
ham with gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
string cheese, fruit cup; Coupons for Troops, 
1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., 
fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 3/25: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor. 

Thursday, 3/26: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill 
out form). Menu: turkey sloppy joes, mac and 
cheese, green beans, string cheese, bun, fruit 
cup; Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 
p.m.

 Friday, 3/20: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free. Monday, March 23: A 
monthly technology workshop will be held at 
11 a.m. The topic for this session will be end-of-
life planning for documents and digital access.

Wednesday, March 25: Leave at 10 a.m. for a 
shopping trip to Old Saybrook – Walmart, Stop 
& Shop, Marshalls, Home Goods, Verizon, and 
lunch of choice. Cost is a $5 ride fee; pay for 
your own meal.

Monday, March 30:  Hair by Jessica. Men’s/
women’s shampoos, cuts, styling available. Call 
Jessica to make an appointment, at 860-751-
9215.

Friday, April 3: Center closed for Good Fri-
day. 

Monday April 6: Lunch & Learn with Heri-
tage Commons, noon. . Learn about the day 
programs and independent living community 
at Heritage Commons. 

 Tuesday, April 7: At 1 p.m., state Rep. Chris-
tie Carpino (R-32) will explain the Yellow Enve-

lope Initiative, a voluntary program designed to 
help people with disabilities feel safe and heard 
when interacting with first responders. The pro-
gram will be held in the Mary Flood room at 
Portland Library. Participants may also attend 
via Zoom; go to portlandct.org/zoom and click 
“zoom A.” 

 Wednesday, April 8: The workshop SMP 
Medicare Fraud, Abuse & Errors will be held by 
Senior Resources Agency on Aging at 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 9: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m.  This 
month’s community leaders are Lou Pear and 
Rosario Rizzo with the Air Line Trail Steering 
Committee and Senior Center Walking Club. 

 Friday, April 10: Family History FUN with 
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, April 13: AARP Safe Driving 
Course, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  When you take this 
course, you could be eligible for a 5% discount 
on your auto insurance. This course teaches 
proven driving techniques to help keep you and 
your loved ones safe on the road. Refreshments 
will be provided. Course cost is $20 for AARP 
members, $25 for non-members (payable to the 
instructor the day of, by cash or check). 

Monday, April 13: Bingo with Sean from 
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 15: Lunch at Sans Souci. 
Leave the center at 11:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride 
fee; pay for your own meal. 

 Monday, April 20: Shopping Trip to Old 
Lyme: Big Y and Four Mile River Farm followed 
by lunch at Hideaway. Leave the center at 10 
a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

Wednesday, April 22: Horizon Wings Raptor 
and Rehabilitation Education Program, 1 p.m. 
Experience the thrill of being up close to a mag-
nificent eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl. 

Monday, April 27: Monthly technology 
workshop, 11 a.m. The topic for this session will 
be understanding and using AI in everyday life 
for seniors. 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is 
the Rev. Judith Cooke. 

On Sunday, March 22, Cooke will preach on 
the topic “Dem Bones.”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary-aged children 
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-
vated classroom, and the middle school class 

will meet in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K chil-
dren will enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate 
lesson.

All are invited to a Portland Butterfly Presen-
tation on Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 a.m. Beau 
Doherty will share information about the 35+ 
butterfly species found in this area. 

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Preschool Screening 
Connecticut public schools are responsible 

for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View 
School in Portland will be conducting a pre-
school screening on Friday, March 27, for chil-
dren ages 3 to 4 years. The screening is designed 
to answer any questions or concerns about a 
child’s development as well as identifying chil-
dren who may be eligible for the preschool se-
lection process.  

 During the screening your child will meet 
with members from our preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-

ing cognition, communication, fine and gross 
motor skills, and social interaction. During this 
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s 
adaptive and personal social skills.  

 Following the screening you will receive a let-
ter stating your child’s result. In order for your 
child to attend Valley View preschool program 
they must participate in the screening process. 
Peer role models are determined on a year-to-
year basis. 

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131.  

Brush Pick-Up
The Portland Public Works Department will 

conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday, 
April 6. All brush must be at the curb no later 
than April 5. 

The Highway Department uses a clamshell 
bucket attached to its loader to load piles of 
brush that are too large for workers to load by 
hand. Brush pickup takes approximately one 
month and starts downtown and works to rural 
areas.

Residents are asked to leave enough room for 
the equipment to operate. Place your brush at 
least five feet away from your garbage container 

and other potential obstacles such as mailboxes, 
fences, walls, water meters, telephone connec-
tion boxes and parked vehicles. Avoid placing 
brush under low-hanging tree limbs or power 
lines. Brush will not be collected if it is inacces-
sible.

You can stack your piles of brush end to end 
or on top of one another (not tangled). All brush 
needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (6 to 8 feet) 
and limbs must be no larger than 4” in diameter.

Please place only true brush at the curb. Lum-
ber, construction material and/or leaves will not 
be picked up if placed at curbside.

Exchange Club Offering Scholarship
The Portland Exchange Club is offering its 

John W. Goodrich Memorial Scholarship to a
Portland resident senior who is going on to 

higher education.
Community service is what the Exchange 

Club is all about. The Exchange is looking for 
students to provide the committee with a short 
essay describing their community service and 

its impact on the community. Other secondary 
factors we consider are good academic achieve-
ment and participation in extracurricular activi-
ties. 

Application forms can be downloaded from 
the Portland Exchange website at www.portlan-
dexchange.org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. 
The deadline for applications is April 18.

Registration Open for Town-Wide Tag Sale Day
The Portland Historical Society’s 30th annual 

Town-Wide Tag Sale will be on Saturday, May 
9 — rain or shine. Publicized widely and with 
shoppers visiting from all over the state, the 
Town-Wide Tag Sale can be a fundraiser for you, 
your family or for an organization or business.

Online registration and payment for tag sales 
is now open. Visit the society’s website (www.
PortlandHistSoc.com) and click on the link (the 
big yellow banner) to register — just follow the 
instructions online. Paper registration forms are 
also available on the society’s website. Download 
and complete the form and mail to P.O. Box 98 
with payment. Paper registrations are available 

in the barrel on the front porch of 492 Main St. 
The donation to the society for a spot on the 

Tag Sale Map is $20 until March 31. The registra-
tion fee during the month of April will be $25. 
Registration for sales will close Sunday, April 26. 

Portland residents who sign up will be as-
signed a spot on the society’s official Tag Sale 
Map issued for that day listing the sale locations 
and types of items featured at each one.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to 
maintain the museum and to further the mission 
to collect, preserve and share Portland’s history.

Spring Senior Mixed Golf 
All seniors from the nine Rivereast towns 

are invited to participate in the Spring Senior 
Mixed Golf League, which will take place Tues-
day mornings, starting May 5, at Portland West 
Golf Course. The league will run eight weeks.

Seniors 55+ play nine holes in a match play 
format with handicaps. All skill levels from be-
ginner to low handicappers are welcome to join. 

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

Knights Scholarship Opportunity
The Knights of Columbus, Freestone Council 

7, will be awarding three $1,200 scholarships this 
spring to any Portland high school senior who is 
furthering their education at a college, university, 
or technical school. 

The application is available at the area high 
schools guidance department or by requesting an 

application at scholarship@rsitg.com. All Port-
land residents graduating this year are eligible.

Due to the support of the Portland commu-
nity, the Knights’ annual Car Show was successful 
enough for the organization to be able to con-
tinue the funding of its annual scholarships for 
a ninth year.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School has announced kinder-

garten registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school. 
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Scholarship Opportunity
The East Hartford Garden Club has an-

nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a 
resident of Andover and is majoring in horticul-
ture, floriculture, landscape design, conserva-
tion, forestry, environmental concerns, botany 
and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coven-
try, East Hartford, East Windsor, Glastonbury, 
Manchester, Middletown, Vernon, Storr and 
Windsor Locks are also eligible for the scholar-
ship.

Applications with the submittal instructions 
are available at the guidance department of the 
attending school. All completed applications 
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

Community Garden
Offering Plots 

The Andover Community Garden Commit-
tee is offering plots, free of charge, to any inter-
ested Andover residents who would like to have 
their own garden space. 

Garden beds being offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Gardeners will be responsible 
for planting, watering and caring for their desig-
nated beds during the growing season. Garden-
ers should plan for end-of-season bed cleanup 
as well.  

To request a garden plot for 2026, volunteer, 
or ask any questions, contact the committee on 
its Facebook page: Andover CT Community 
Garden, or email gardenandovercommunity@
gmail.com. 

ASCT Looking
for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) commit-
tee is looking for a person to join their meetings 
who is interested in continuing to make Andover 
a Sustainable town. Currently, the committee is 
working on attaining Silver Certification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday 
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in 
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

Easter Plant, Bake Sale
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department will 

hold its annual Easter Plant Sale and Bake Sale 
Thursday, April 2, through Saturday, April 4, 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., on Easter Sunday, April 5, 
from 10 a.m.-noon, at the firehouse on School 
Road. 

There will be many plants to choose from – 
including lilies, tulips, hyacinths, hydrangeas, 
daffodils, spring baskets, pansies and more – as 
well as various tasty treats.Church Tag Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 
6 in Andover, will hold a Tag Sale on Saturday, 
March 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; a bag sale will 
be from 2-3 p.m. 

The church will accept donations for this sale 
daily from 3:30-5:30 p.m. until March 26. 

For more details, call the church at 860-742-
7696 and leave a message with your contact in-
formation. 

Caregiver Support Group to Meet
The Andover Caregivers Support Group will 

meet on Thursday, March 26, at 7 p.m., at the 
Andover Public Library on Route 6. The meet-
ing will run for one hour.

The public is invited to attend and hear from 
guest speaker Sara Elliott-Caratasios – author, 
social worker, and senior services administra-
tor/municipal agent for the Town of Portland.

Elliott-Caratasios’ personal journey caring 
for her parents and in-laws while raising her 
four children inspired her book, When Love Be-
comes Care: Real Talk for the Sandwich Genera-
tion. Her work explores the emotional, physical, 
and spiritual realities of caregiving, especially 
for those balancing the needs of aging parents 
and growing children.

The meeting will conclude with its usual 
“Show and Tell” segment, where participants are 
encouraged to share handy tips, tools, or gad-
gets that assist in caregiving.

The meeting provides a safe and welcoming 
space for individuals who are navigating the 
challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring for 
loved ones.

Caregiving can be a demanding journey, of-
ten accompanied by exhaustion, isolation, fear, 
and stress. This support group is designed to 
bring together individuals who are traveling 
the same road, offering a space to share experi-
ences, learn about resources, and connect with 
others who understand firsthand the challenges 
of caregiving. 

Whether you have recently stepped into the 
role of caregiver or have been providing care for 
years, this group aims to foster a sense of com-
munity, reassurance, and encouragement. 

For more information, call co-host Dianne 
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at 
860-916-6122.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 

to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Easter Services: Palm Sunday, March 29, 10 

a.m.; Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7 p.m.; Easter 
Sunrise Service, April 5 at 6:15 a.m. at Siismet 
Farm, 79 Boston Hill Rd. Easter Service, April 
5 at 10 a.m. 

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Cen-

ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m.-noon. Coffee is always on. All are welcome. 
For all questions or concerns, call the director, 
Tess Grous, at 860-742-7305 ext 4510 or at 860-
798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the 
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library. 
To receive the newsletter by email each month 
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305. 

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking 
instructors and other volunteers with special 
talents willing to share with the community. 
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop 
by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end 
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Knit-
ting, trips to the library and the food pantry, 
Open Sew & Stitch, Chair Yoga, and more, see 
the monthly newsletter. Transportation is avail-
able.

Special Upcoming Events: Introduction to 
Tai Chi and Qigong: Tuesday, March 31, 5:45 
p.m. Through gentle, flowing movements & 
mindful breathing, you’ll improve balance, flex-
ibility, & overall well-being. Perfect for all levels. 
Call the center to register.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop 

Willimantic 3/24, and Manchester on 3/31. 
Transportation is available. 

Cardio Drumming: Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
Free. 

Lunch at the Firehouse: Wednesday, March 
25, noon. The fire department is hosting lunch 
and bingo at the Firehouse. Lunch will be chick-
en, broccoli, garlic bread, Caesar salad, and des-
sert. Transportation is available. Registration is 
required; call the center.

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, March 26, 2 p.m. 
The P.A.L. (People Across Lifetimes) program 
brings senior residents and Andover Elemen-
tary kindergarten students together to share 
lunch, laughter, and activities like being Pen 
Pals. Call the center to join or for more infor-
mation.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Thursday, March 
26, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP 
members, $25 for nonmembers. Location is 
Bolton Senior Center. To register, call the Bolton 
center at 860-647-9196. Completion may save 
you money on insurance premiums.

Stained Glass: Friday, March 27, 6 p.m. No 
prior experience needed. The focus of this class 
is tulips. This class fills up quickly, is for students 
16 and up, and all materials included. To regis-
ter, call the center.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, March 27, 2 
p.m. This free study group is based on Travel in 
Time in Connecticut, by local author and teach-
er Dan Blanchard. This is an intergenerational 
partnership with Andover Elementary School. 
Students and Seniors will be working on stories 
and interviews. Call the center to join or for 
more information.

Casino Trip: Friday, March 27, 10 a.m. Hop 
on the bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus 
will return at 3 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve 
a seat, call 860-498-2326.

Spanish for Beginners: If interested in joining 
the next session, call the center.

Andover Lake Rising
It’s that time of year again! Andover Lake will 

start rising to recreational level the weekend of 
March 28. 

To become a member of Andover Lake,  go to 
www.andoverlakect.com.

Scholarship Available
for Local Students

Andover Elementary School is now taking 
applications for the Andover Education Asso-
ciation and the Andover PTA Annual Schol-
arship, which is being offered to any Andover 
student.

Applications may be obtained from the 
RHAM High School guidance department or by 
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860 
742-7339. Application deadline is May 1. 

Bingo & Basket
Raffle Night

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 
6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle Night on 
Friday, March 20, starting with dinner at 5:30 
p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Admission is $15, and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required. 
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696 
with questions. 

Andover Egg Grab!
The Andover Recreation Commission is 

sponsoring its annual Egg Grab on Satur-
day, March 28, beginning promptly at 1 p.m. 
The event is held outdoors behind Andover 
Elementary School; in case of inclement 
weather, it will be moved inside. 

Children 12 and under are welcome to 
attend and will be separated into appropri-
ate age groups to hunt for plastic eggs filled 
with treats.

Please bring your own bag or basket to 
collect the eggs.

Items Needed
for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program 
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 8, to raise funds for equipment and 
other program needs. 

If you would like to donate a gift certifi-
cate or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at 
860-989-6988.   

Pancake Breakfast
Andover Volunteer Fire Department will 

host a pancake breakfast Saturday, April 4, 
from 8-10 a.m., at the firehouse on School 
Road.

All-you-can-eat pancakes will be served 
with sausage, juice and coffee. 

Admission is $10 for adults and $8 for se-
niors and kids. 

BOE Celebrates Students, Discuss Bathroom Reno
By Toriana Williams

The Board of Education meeting on March 
11 covered a wide range of topics, from budget 
concerns to student achievements. The meeting 
showed both the challenges facing the district 
and the strong sense of community that sur-
rounds the school.

Public Comment
Longtime resident and former Board of Fi-

nance member, Georgette Conrad, spoke about 
concerns with the school budget. Drawing on 
her past experience, Conrad said, “I don’t un-
derstand why every year we come up with this 
budget that’s 10%, 11%.” She also pointed out 
the financial strain on older community mem-
bers, and said, “as we get older, we have a lot less 
income. … You can’t just keep dumping more 
money on us.”

Current RHAM Board of Education mem-
ber Scott Sauyet responded during public com-
ment by adding context to Conrad’s comment. 
Sauyet noted that the situation today is different 
from the past, explaining, “It’s a very different 

situation now,” especially with changing student 
populations and needs. Sauyet shared that over 
the past decade, the BOE budget has only in-
creased about 5% in total, suggesting that rising 
costs may now be catching up.

Celebrations
The meeting also highlighted positive news. 

One of the biggest celebrations of the night was 
Andover Elementary School’s participation in 
the recent Invention Convention held at RHAM 
High School. The program allowed students 
to identify real-life problems and create solu-
tions. AES principal Taylor Parker explained 
the importance of the program, and said, “we 
encourage kids to find real problems that are re-
ally happening in their lives, and so [the work] 
becomes more real to them.”

In addition to student achievements, the 
board discussed important updates about the 
town. One major announcement was that An-
dover has once again been recognized as a 
“heart-safe community.” This means the town 

has strong emergency preparedness, includ-
ing CPR-trained residents and accessible AED 
devices. Superintendent Valerie Bruneau ex-
plained, “We have lots of people that are CPR 
trained … and that we are committed to this.” 
The certification will last for three more years.

Financial Updates
The district is expecting a small deficit this 

year, but officials said it should be manageable. 
School board member Alica Lee noted, “I don’t 
project it’s a huge deficit, but it’ll be there.” Ris-
ing costs in areas like maintenance and print-
ing were discussed, but some savings were also 
noted, such as lower heating usage due to school 
closures during cold weather.

The board also reviewed a draft audit report. 
There was only one issue identified, which had 
been ongoing for several years. It related to how 
financial records are shared between the town 
and the school district. Even so, the overall re-
port was seen as positive progress.

AES Bathroom Renovation Project
The board spent time discussing the upcom-

ing bathroom renovation project, which is one 
of the district’s major facility priorities. Board 

members shared that the process is officially 
moving forward, thanks in large part to the 
work of project coordinator Eric Sanderson. 

Board Chair Caitlyn Greenhouse emphasized 
just how much effort has gone into getting to this 
stage and said, “Eric Sanderson has worked his 
butt off for us.” The request for proposals (RFP) 
has already been posted on both the school and 
town websites, showing that the project is now 
open for contractors to review and bid on.

The board also reviewed a clear timeline for 
the project. Contractors are required to attend 
a “mandatory site visit,” said Greenhouse, on 
March 17 in order to submit a bid, ensuring that 
all bidders fully understand the scope of the 
work. Afterward, questions from contractors 
are due within a few days, with final proposals 
expected by April 6. 

Board members said they expect to review 
those proposals at their next meeting and move 
toward selecting a contractor by mid-April. If ev-
erything stays on schedule, construction will be-
gin in mid-June, shortly after school ends, with a 
goal of completing the work by late August.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering 

kindergarten students for the 2026-27 school 
year. Andover’s kindergarten program is full-
day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or 
before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact the 
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend 
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school 
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this 
decision.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“Our life is March weather, 
savage and serene

in one hour.”
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

And the Winner Is…  The Old Home Days Association has announced Donata 
Barber as the winner of the 2026 logo contest. Pictured is the winning logo, which 
incorporates this year’s theme of “Bells, Boats, and Birth of our Nation,” in celebration 
of America 250. Old Home Days this year runs July 9-11. For more information, visit 
www.ehohd.org or look for East Hampton Old Home Days on Facebook.

MHVC Accepting Scholarship Applications
The deadline is this weekend to apply for the 

Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords (MHVC) an-
nual scholarships. Scholarships are awarded to 
Middlesex County students pursuing a career in 
music or nursing.

Applicants must have been accepted at an ac-
credited college or university with one of these 
majors. The Review Committee will consider 
academic record, extracurricular and commu-
nity service activities, the student’s ability to ar-
ticulate his/her career goals and the recommen-

dations of the references. The scholarships will 
be paid directly to the recipients at the spring 
concert which will be held on Saturday, May 2, 
at Portland High School.

All applications must be postmarked by Sat-
urday, March 14, and can be obtained at Mid-
dlesex County high school guidance offices or 
by visiting vocalchords20.org. If you would like 
to make a donation to the scholarship fund, visit 
the website.

Donations Accepted for ‘Bits and Pieces’
Haddam Neck Congregational Church is ac-

cepting donations of fabric, yarn and notions 
for the Bits and Pieces sale to be held during the 
church’s 37th annual quilt show on April 11 and 
12.	

All proceeds support church outreach and 
maintenance. Call 860-993-5311 or  860-301-
4994 for information on how to donate.

Hours for the quilt show are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on April 11 and noon-4 p.m. on April 12, at the 
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck. 

There will be a tea room, raffles, and dozens of 
handmade quilts featured. Suggested donation 
is $8.

This year, organizers are asking for some pa-
triotic or red, white and blue quilts to exhibit – 
in addition to other designs they want to share 
– as a way to celebrate the country’s 250th an-
niversary!

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or 
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

Schools Offer Preschool Programs 
The East Hampton Public School System is 

seeking 3- and 4-year-old residents interested in 
preschool programs for the 2026-27 school year 
– and the deadline to apply is today. 

The school system is offering two preschool 
programs for the upcoming year: the Integra-
tion Program ed preschool half-day program 
and the full-day Smart Start program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s preschool 
Integration Program will be held three times 
a week for 3-year-old students and four times 
a week for 4-year-old students. Due to limited 
spaces, selection for peer models will be deter-
mined through a lottery process. If selected, 
peer models demonstrating age-appropriate 
skills will be assigned by age to either a three 
day or four day a week schedule (2.5 hours per 
day). Children must be toilet-trained and turn 3 
prior to Sept. 1 to be eligible for the 3-year-old 
program and turn 4 by Sept. 1 for the 4-year-old 
program. There is a $3,000/student fee for this 
program. 

Memorial Elementary School’s Smart Start 
Program will be held five full days per week (9 
a.m.-3:10 p.m.), following the East Hampton 

Public Schools calendar. Priority will be given 
to 4-year-old children that meet income guide-
lines or have other factors for consideration. 
Additional applicants, regardless of economic 
or risk factors, may then be selected through 
a lottery process if there are spaces available. 
Children must turn 4 prior to Sept. 1 to be eli-
gible for Smart Start. 

Parents interested in proceeding through the 
selection process must pick up an application/
information packet at either Memorial Elemen-
tary School or the East Hampton Public Library. 
The completed Parent Interview Form, Immu-
nization Form and a Proof of Residency must 
be returned to Kelly Caruso at Memorial School 
office no later than March 20. Students will not 
be eligible to enroll if all required immuniza-
tions are not current. Once all three forms are 
returned, parents will be contacted, no later 
than March 28, to schedule a time to bring their 
child for the screening and lottery/selection 
process. 

Forms received after March 20 will not be ac-
cepted. 

The Art of Container Gardening
The Belltown Garden Club will present “The 

Art of Container Gardening: Designing, Plant-
ing, and Maintaining Your Own Urban Oasis” 
on Monday, March 23, at 6 p.m., in the East 
Hampton Public Library community room.

In this workshop, led by Mark Gostkiewicz, 
you’ll learn everything you need to know to 
create a thriving container garden in any space. 
From selecting the perfect containers, to choos-

ing the right plants, and designing a layout that 
showcases your style, this class will cover it all. 

Newcomers, interested in gardening and re-
lated topics, are particularly encouraged to at-
tend. The East Hampton Belltown Garden Club 
is a member of The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut and National Garden Clubs. This 
event is co-sponsored by the East Hampton 
Public Library.

Rotary Club Scholarship 
East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing 

scholarships applications for any high school 
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in ei-
ther East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the 
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 4- 
or 5-year college or university, community 

college, trade school or commercial school. 
Various single and multiple year scholarships 
available. 

Applications are available online at tinyurl.
com/EHRotaryScholarship2026 or through 
the guidance department of East Hampton 
High School, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vi-
nal. Applications are due April 3. 

Ziobron Announces Candidacy for State House
East Haddam Republican Melissa H. Ziobron, 

former state representative for the 34th District, 
has announced her candidacy for the Connecti-
cut House of Representatives – where she would 
once again represent the 34th District.

The district includes East Hampton, East 
Haddam, and a portion of Salem. The dis-
trict seat is currently held by Republican Irene 
Haines, who announced this week she will not 
be seeking reelection.

In a press release, Ziobron noted she has 
more than 25 years of continuous service to the 
community, through local volunteer roles, state 
elected office, and legislative budgeting posi-
tions. Throughout her career, the press release 
stated, she has prioritized the needs of families, 
small businesses, taxpayers, and environmental 
stewardship.

“My dedication to this community is not 
merely a campaign promise – it has defined my 
professional life for over two decades,” Ziobron 
said. “I have actively engaged in local initiatives, 
from trail maintenance and riparian buffer res-
toration to rigorous oversight in school board 
proceedings and local and state budget develop-
ment focused on spending reductions. I worked 
tirelessly in Hartford to ensure our district’s 
concerns were addressed. I am seeking to return 
to elected office because residents deserve a rep-
resentative committed to radical transparency 
while championing seniors, students, and the 
spaces we all cherish. We have a beautiful cor-
ner of Connecticut, and like so many residents, 
I love this area.”

First elected to the state House in 2012, 
Ziobron won re-election in 2014 and ran un-
opposed in 2016. As ranking member of the 
Appropriations Committee, she fought to safe-
guard taxpayer funds, curb wasteful expendi-
tures, invest in education, and secure funding 
for key local environmental projects, including 
the revitalization of Salmon River State Forest 
fishing platforms, the cleanup of Sunrise State 
Park, and the expansion of the Air Line Trail.

The press release stated that Ziobron’s lead-
ership as the principal Republican voice on the 
2017 budget committee contributed to the es-
tablishment of bipartisan fiscal guardrails that 
continue to constrain excessive state spending.

Following her departure from the House in 
2018 to pursue a state Senate candidacy, Zio-
bron has worked as a senior fiscal policy staffer 
for the Senate and House Republican minority 

in the Connecticut General Assembly. 
Ziobron has also announced her team has 

completed fundraising in order to apply for the 
Citizens Election Program. 

“While I was caring for elderly loved one who 
recently moved into our home, my team went 
to work collecting over 150 contributions from 
residents who support my candidacy,” Ziobron 
said. “I am grateful to them and those who took 
the time to send in a contribution, no matter the 
amount.”

With Haines departing, Ziobron said she is 
prepared to return to elected office.

“Voters – regardless of party affiliation, in-
cluding Democrats, Republicans, and unaf-
filiated residents – share common priorities: 
accountable government, vibrant local econo-
mies, high-quality education, and the preser-
vation of our natural environment,” Ziobron 
added. “These are the outcomes I have delivered 
throughout my career, and they will remain the 
focus of my efforts if elected.”

A graduate of Nathan Hale-Ray High School 
in East Haddam, Ziobron has been married to 
her husband, Scott, for over 30 years. They have 
two adult children and reside with their two 
dogs in East Haddam. If she wins in November, 
she will give up her staff position and salary be-
fore taking her oath of office.

Melissa H. Ziobron
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

Bingo Fundraiser
All are invited to come for bingo and re-

freshments on Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 
a.m., at Haddam Neck Congregational 
Church, as a fundraiser for Heifer Interna-
tional. The church is located at 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd. in Haddam Neck. 

Heifer International is a global anti-hun-
ger initiative that provides communities 
with the tools and resources they need to 
thrive. 

This event immediately follows the 10:30 
a.m. worship service in the Parish House. 
Donations are accepted to play and eat. 
Small prizes awarded. 

RTC Offering Scholarship
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East 
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career 
in a trade and graduating in 2026. 

This award is open to any graduating student 
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal 
high schools, or homeschooled East Hampton 
residents. Applications are available from the 
guidance department in the schools. 

Deadline for submission of applications is 
May 15.

Spring Classes, Adult
Ceramics at Epoch Arts
Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., will offer a variety 

of classes this spring. Students in grades pre-
K-12 can register online to take classes like art, 
ceramics, theater, improv, preschool classes and 
more.

Epoch will also offer an adult ceramics class 
this semester too. 

Also, don’t forget to register for Summer 
Camp; Epoch offers two weeks, one for teens 
and one for K-5th grade. 

Full class description and registration is at 
www.epocharts.org/classes-registration. 

Campground Fire Sends
One to Hospital

By Anne Lilburn
The East Hampton Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment responded to a fire at the Markham 
Meadows Campground on the morning of 
Saturday, March 14.

In a Facebook post, Fire Chief Robb Ra-
inville wrote that “upon arrival, firefighters 
found a camper fully involved in fire with 
a large propane tank actively venting and 
burning. Strong winds contributed to the fire 
spreading to a second camper nearby.”

Because of the presence of propane, the 
department requested additional resources. 
Both Marlborough and Colchester’s fire de-
partments responded to mutual aid requests, 
and a hazmat crew from the state Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protection pro-
vided assistance with controlling the leaking 
propane tanks. Firefighters used water from 
a nearby pond to help extinguish the flames.

Multiple media outlets reported that one 

person was taken to the hospital, and NBC 
Connecticut reported that the fire had started 
in the wall of one of the campers.

Melissa Engel, who owns Markham Mead-
ows, wrote in an email that “it was incredibly 
scary and a reminder of how fast camp trail-
ers of any kind can go up in flames.  

“Fortunately,” she added, “these folks [who 
live in the trailer] were very aware of their ex-
its and had a fire extinguisher at hand. With 
the exception of smoke inhalation, they es-
caped unscathed and were very lucky.”

“Our first responders were fabulous as al-
ways,” she wrote, “and prevented what could 
have been much more damage given the 
winds they were up against.”

Engel added that the residents of the camp-
er were being taken care of by the camping 
community and “were in need of nothing at 
the moment.”

Second Congregational Easter Schedule
Second Congregational Church of Middle 

Haddam, which is yoked with Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church, invites all to its up-
coming Easter services.

The two churches will hold a Palm Sunday 
worship service with a distribution of fresh 
palms on Sunday, March 29, at 10:30 a.m., at 
Haddam Neck Congregational, 408 Quarry Hill 
Rd., Haddam Neck. Coffee hour follows in the 
lower-level community hall. The Rev. Suzy Ri-
vera will be the Spiritual Leader.

During Easter week, the Rev. Linda Choser 

will lead a Maundy Thursday service with Bible 
readings and a simple meal at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 2, at Haddam Neck Congregational.

A sunrise worship service will be held in the 
church yard of Haddam Neck Congregational at 
7 a.m. Easter morning, Sunday, April 5, followed 
by a potluck breakfast in the Parish House.  

The 10:30 a.m. worship service on Easter will 
be held at Second Congregational in Middle 
Haddam. Coffee hour follows. 

For more information on any service, visit 
www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org. 

Library Friends Offer Scholarship
The Andover Friends of the Library group 

is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover 
high school senior. Applications are due May 
1, and are available at the guidance office at 
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public Li-
brary, 355 Route 6, and on the town website at 
tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off 

at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school, 
use the scholarship to further their education, 
and hold a valid Andover library card. 

For more information call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for March: Paul Hoffman 
from East Hampton, whose watercolors will be 
on display during regular library hours.

Open Mic Night: Friday, March 20, 6-8 p.m. 
Come and share your talent or just listen and 
enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up, at 
860-267-9093.

Save the Dates: On Sunday, April 12, at 2 
p.m., there will be a performance with Double 
Play featuring a mix of great live music per-
formed by Cathy Kreger and Jon Swift. Al

Also, on Saturday, April 18, at 6 p.m. the li-
brary will host a poetry event with East Hamp-
ton Poet Sympetalous AKA Stan Lindh and 

professional jazz musician Lynn Tracy.
Lastly, on Saturday, May 23, at 2 p.m., the li-

brary will host a performance by the Foundry 
Saxophone Quartet. This is a rescheduled event 
due to snow.

There is no charge to attend these perfor-
mances, but donations to the library are grate-
fully accepted.

 Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, March 18 and April 1 and 15, from 6-9 
p.m. All ages and skill levels welcome; lessons 
available. For more information contact pjhoff-
man1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St., 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult Programs: The Art of Container 
Gardening: Designing, Planting, and Main-
taining Your Own Urban Oasis with Mark 
Gostkiewicz: Monday, March 23, 6 p.m. Learn 
everything you need to know to create a thriv-
ing container garden in any space. Sponsored by 
Belltown Garden Club.

The Deck Decoded: A Tarot Workshop with 
Linda Poland: Tuesday, March 31, 6 p.m. Ex-
plore tarot as a tool for symbolism, storytelling, 
and self-reflection in this interactive workshop. 
No prior experience needed. For grades 8+ and 
adults.

Tech Help: Thursday, April 2, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required, just bring 
your device with you.

Teen Programs: Magic: The Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, March 28, 1-3 p.m. 
Whether you already know how to play the card 
game, or want to learn, come together and play 
with people of all skill levels. Bring your own 
decks or use one of ours.

Children’s Programs: Lionheart Puppet 
Company Presents: The Little Red Hen: Satur-
day, March 28, 11 a.m. Inspired by the classic 
tale The Little Red Hen, this puppet show high-
lights the values of cooperation, responsibility, 
and helping others. Recommended for children 
ages 3-7. Register or drop in.

Magic Tree House Party: Grades K-3: Mon-
day, Mar. 30, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Celebrate the Magic 
Tree House book series with activities inspired 
by Jack and Annie’s stories. Registration re-
quired.

DIY Days: Grades K-8: Saturday, April 4, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades 
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game, 
or treat together. No registration required; just 
drop in.

Easter Egg Hunt
at HNCC

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will 
host its annual Community Easter Egg 
Hunt Saturday, March 28. The hunt begins 
at 1 p.m. by age groups.

Over 1,000 colorful candy-filled eggs will 
be hidden in the field outside the church. 
Come take photos with the Easter Bunny. 
There will also be Easter gift bags for the 
children to take home along with their can-
dy. Rain date is Saturday April 4.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is lo-
cated at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to 
the Fairgrounds.
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

Troop 57 Bottle Drive
Troop 57 is having its next bottle drive Sat-

urday, March 21.  Bring clean cans, plastics and 
glass to the American Distilling parking lot (31 
East High St., Route 66) from 9 a.m. to noon.  
Since Connecticut charges 10 cents on soda, 
beer, water, tea, kombucha, and juice, all of 
these clean containers can be dropped off.

 Connecticut doesn’t accept pay us for milk 
containers, or containers of dairy products, 
wine and hard liquor, so Troop 57 doesn’t ac-
cept them.  

For more information, call Annette Kowalc-
zyk at 860-267-2962.

Lions Offer Scholarships
The East Hampton Lions Club is offering 

students graduating an opportunity to apply 
for its four annual scholarships – the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service 
Award. 

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High 
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic 
schools, or are home-schooled. 

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.

KoC Scholarships, 
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 
announces the availability of three $1,000 
scholarships to students continuing their 
education at an accredited college/univer-
sity.  Applicants must be members of St. 
John Paul II Parish. 

The council will also award two $500 
Helping Hands grants to members of St. 
John Paul II Parish attending Mercy or 
Xavier High Schools.  

Applications are available at guidance of-
fices and the parish center office at sjp2par-
ishoffice@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by 
April 17.

Irish Soda Bread
for Sale

The yoked churches Haddam Neck Con-
gregational and Second Congregational of 
Middle Haddam will sell Irish Soda Bread 
each Sunday in March from 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 

The one-pound loaf is $5. All proceeds go 
to Habitat for Humanity Middlesex County 
Chapter, the local food banks, and women’s 
shelters. To reserve bread, call or text 860-
682-2067 with your name, phone number 
and amount to reserve – or buy first-come 
first-served. The GPS address is 408 Quarry 
Hill Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424, which is 
in Haddam Neck.

You may also buy the soda bread at Paul’s 
and Sandy’s Too, 93 East High St., as available.

Po’s to Support
TANGO2 Research 

Po’s Rice and Spice will donate a portion 
of its proceeds on Thursday, March 26, to the 
TANGO2 Research Foundation. This applies to 
all in-house dining, takeout orders, delivery and 
gift card sales. 

Po’s is located at 97 Main St. and is open for lunch 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and for dinner from 4-9 p.m. 

The TANGO2 Research Foundation was cre-
ated in 2018 by Kasha and Mike Morris, long-
time East Hampton residents, after their son 
Ryan was diagnosed with TANGO2 Deficiency 
Disorder (TDD). 

Open Stage at Epoch Arts
Epoch Arts invites teens in grades seven and 

up to the next Brookside Nights Open Stage, 
which will be held Friday, March 20, from 7-9 
p.m., at Epoch, 27 Skinner St. 

Teens are invited to share their talent on 
stage, be it art, poetry, dance, music, improv, or 
anything that inspires them. If you don’t want 
to share, you can come hang out with friends 
with free food, drinks and art supplies. Admis-
sion is $10.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Lent Vitamin Drive: Save your loose change 
over Lent to make a donation to the St. Vincent’s 
Center for Children with Disabilities in Haiti. 
The Missions Team wants to provide the center 
with funds to purchase multi-vitamins for their 
vulnerable students. Contributions are due by 
the end of April; please indicate “Missions” or 
“Vitamins” in the memo line of your check.

Easter Flowers: Envelopes are available at 
the front and rear entrance tables for donations 
towards Easter flowers. Put “flowers” on the 
memo line of your check and include the names 

of those you wish to be acknowledged at Eas-
ter. You may also mail donations directly to the 
church office.

Palm Sunday: The Procession of the Palms 
will be held on March 29 at the 10 a.m. service.

Private Confession: Private confession will 
be held Wednesday, April 1, from 4-6 p.m. Call 
860-267-0287 to reserve a time.

Maundy Thursday Service: April 2 at 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross: Friday, April 3, 5 p.m.
Good Friday Service: April 3 at 6 p.m.
Easter Bake Sale: Saturday, April 4, from 9 

a.m.-1 p.m., in the Parish Hall.
Easter Sunday: April 5 at 10 a.m. It will be 

followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on the parish 
grounds.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments 
are served after the service.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 28, at 1 
p.m., at the church field.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering 
will be Thursday, March 26, at 1 p.m. at Mary’s 
house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 

though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Music Room. The study is the Women of 
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the Study Packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

From the State Representative’s Desk…
After careful consideration and thoughtful discussions with my family, 

I have made the decision that I will not seek reelection as state represen-
tative for Connecticut’s 34th District when my current term concludes.

Serving the residents of the 34th District – East Haddam, East Hamp-
ton, and Salem, and previously Colchester prior to redistricting – has 
been one of the greatest honors of my life. When I first decided to run for 
office, it was rooted in a simple belief: that the voices of our community’s 
matter and that public service is one of the most meaningful ways to help 
shape the future of the places we call home. I am deeply grateful for the 
trust the people of this district placed in me and for the opportunity to 
represent our communities at the State Capitol.

Throughout my time in office, I have had the privilege of working along-
side dedicated colleagues and outstanding legislative staff whose profes-
sionalism, insight, and commitment to public service strengthen the work we do on behalf of 
Connecticut residents every day. I am sincerely thankful for the opportunity to collaborate with 
them and learn from their experience.

If there is one legacy I hope to leave behind, it is the importance of civic engagement. Our de-
mocracy depends on people being involved in their communities and in the decisions that affect 
their lives. I hope that during my time in office I encouraged residents to become more engaged, 
ask questions, and advocate for themselves, their families, and their towns.

For the remainder of my term, I remain fully committed to serving the residents of the 34th 
District. I will continue working on behalf of our communities and ensuring a smooth transi-
tion for whoever the voters choose to represent them next.

Finally, I want to thank my incredible family for their unwavering support. Public service 
requires sacrifice not only from those who serve, but also from those who stand beside them. 
Their encouragement and patience have made this journey possible.

To the residents of East Haddam, East Hampton, Salem, and previously Colchester, thank you 
for the privilege of serving you. It has been an honor I will always cherish.

State Rep. Irene Haines
R-34th District

Note: The 34th House District covers East Hampton, East Haddam and Salem.

Irene Haines

Police News
3/5: Jeffrey Karzian, 66, of East Hampton, 

was arrested and charged with violating condi-
tions of release, East Hampton Police said. The 
day before, 3/4, Karzian had been arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct, police said.

3/7: Cruz Martis, 43, of Windsor, was issued 
a summons for operating a motor vehicle while 
under suspension, police said.

3/9: Anthony Degennaro, 33, of Marlbor-
ough, was arrested and charged with risk of 

injury to a child, sixth-degree larceny, second-
degree breach of peace, criminal violation of a 
protective order, and third-degree assault, po-
lice said.

3/15: Austin Guerin, 23, of East Hampton, 
was arrested and charged with two counts of 
second-degree failure to appear, police said. 

From March 2-15, officers responded to 33 
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and 12 
alarms, and made 30 traffic stops, police said.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church News
Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Luther-

an Church, located at 1 East High St., are held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school ev-
ery week following the sermon.

Easter Schedule: Sunday, March 29: Palm 
Sunday service, 10 a.m.; Thursday, April 2: 
Holy Thursday service, 6 p.m.; Friday, April 
3: Good Friday service, 6 p.m.; Sunday, April 

5 – Easter Sunday: Sunrise Service, 6 a.m., at 
Sears Park on Lake Pocotopaug; Easter ser-
vice at Bethlehem, 10 a.m.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-ac-
cessible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

A Night of Doo-Wop
East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-

soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,” 
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45 
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday, 
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium. 

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium 
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet & 
greet for $40, or choose general admission for 
$25. 

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project 
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after 
graduation celebration. 

Call to Artists
The East Hampton Art Association will have 

its annual Fine Art Show entitled “Up, Up & 
Away” on Saturday, May 16, rain or shine, on 
the Congregational Church lawn, 59 Main St.

There will be more than 20 exhibitors with art 
for sale; $5 cream puffs; an art auction; and over 
$600 worth of prizes will be awarded to the art-
ists, both members and nonmembers. 

If you would like to display your work, con-
tact ehaact@gmail.com for the details and a 
registration form (which must be mailed back 
along with the entry fee and received by April 
18). 

For more information, look for the associa-
tion on Facebook or visit easthamptonctartsas-
sociation.org.
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Congregational Church Easter Events
East Hampton Congregational Church, locat-

ed at 59 Main St., has announced the following 
Easter events.

March 29 is Palm Sunday with service start-
ing at 10 a.m. at 59 Main St. with the Rev. Dr. 
Robin Joy Blundon providing the sermon and 
distribution of palms.

April 2 is Maundy Thursday, which starts at 
6 p.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. There will 
be a light free supper followed by a service of 

reflection and communion then move upstairs 
for the traditional service.

April 5 is Easter Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
With special choir and bell music along with 
sermon.  After service there will be an Easter 
egg hunt on the lawn for all children to enjoy.

Office hours are Monday and Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call the 
church at 860-267-4959 or email congregation-
alchurchcheh@gmail.com.

Library Welcomes Best-Selling Author
East Hampton Public Library will host 

New York Times best-selling author Catherine 
Newman on Tuesday, March 24, at 6:30 p.m., 
for a reading, audience Q&A, and book-sign-
ing.

Newman’s novel Sandwich was an instant 
New York Times bestseller. Its follow-up, 
Wreck, also debuted high on the New York 
Times bestseller list and was selected as a 

Good Morning America Book Club pick.
This event is a chance to hear directly from 

the author about her creative process and the 
inspirations behind her novels.

This program is free and open to all. Copies 
of Newman’s books will be available for pur-
chase during the event, and light refreshments 
will be offered.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance, 
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Nutrition Education: Monday, March 23, at 
noon, with Chris Blancarte of Senior Resources, 
featuring a discussion on Heart Health Nutri-
tion.

Café Conservation with the Coordinator: 
Tuesday, March 24 at 12:15 p.m. Share your 
thoughts, ideas and concern with Center Direc-
tor Holly Marrero.

Navigating Grief and Loss Workshop: 
Thursdays starting March 26 at 1 p.m. This six-
week workshop on navigating grief and priori-
tize safety, validation, and the transition from 
acute pain to integrated memory.

Friday Film Fun: Friday, March 27 at 1 p.m. 

featuring the film Hamnet. In the movie – which 
is based on Maggie O’Farrell’s 2020 novel of the 
same name – William Shakespeare and his wife, 
Agnes, celebrate the birth of their son, Hamnet. 
However, when tragedy strikes and Hamnet 
dies at a young age, it inspires Shakespeare to 
write his timeless masterpiece Hamlet. Let the 
senior center know if you are coming. 

Art with Karen: Sunday, March 29 at 2 p.m. 
Create a piece of art with help from an instruc-
tor. Cost is $5 for supplies.

Trips: Relaxed Ramble at Highlawn Forest: 
Join Naturalist Lyn Kochiss for a walk to see 
vernal pools at Highlawn Forest in Rockfall on 
Wednesday, April 8, leaving the Senior Center 
at 9:30 a.m. Bus donation is $4. Kochiss will give 
a talk on Vernal Pools at the Senior Center on 
Tuesday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m.

A Night of Doo-Wop: Held at East Hampton 
High School on April 25. The senior center will 
offer participating senior center members a re-
duced ticket price of $15 (regularly $25) along 
with transportation to and from the show. De-
part at 4:30 p.m.; doors open at 5 p.m. Features 
performances by The Royal Teens, Jukebox 45 
Show Band and Back in Time. Proceeds benefit 
East Hampton High School Project Graduation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready 
to help. Each week staff will consult with you 
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the 
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll 
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted 
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Proposed Budget Totals $61M, a 4.5% Increase
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton’s Board of Finance convened 
Monday night, March 16, to hear Town Man-
ager David Cox and Superintendent of Schools 
Timothy Van Tasel present their proposed bud-
gets for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

The total proposed town budget, including 
education, is $61,119.835, a 4.51% increase over 
this current fiscal year. Education makes up 
66.7% of that budget at $40,627,676, which is 
4.81% higher than the current year. Debt ser-
vice is estimated to be $3,893,986, remaining 
relatively flat.

If the budget is passed as proposed, the mill 
rate, both for real and personal property and for 
motor vehicles, will be 29.18. Assuming a tax 
collection rate of 98.5%, the total property tax 
levy will be $50,456,342, a 5.14% increase over 
the previous year.

On the education side, the greatest share of 
the budget was made up of salaries and benefits, 
which together account for 85% of the proposed 
budget. Benefits, in particular, comprised a 
large amount of the budgetary burden, making 
up 20% of the total budget due to rising health 
care premiums.

Box Cox and Van Tasel said that they faced 
mounting costs due to health insurance pre-
mium increases. Van Tasel said at the meeting 
that he had never seen projected premium in-
creases as high as this year, and said these large 
increases were a problem affecting school dis-
tricts nationwide. 

Van Tasel shared that the school district had 
initially received an estimate for a projected 
premium increase of 29% from their current in-
surer and had sought competitive options, but 
all the options they pursued resulted in a sig-

nificant increase over the prior year. In the end, 
Van Tasel said the district now expects health 
insurance costs to increase by 15% over the cur-
rent year.

Van Tasel said that the proposed budget in-
cluded five additional positions, four of which 
are existing positions that were previously cov-
ered by other funding sources. The fifth is a 
full-time kindergarten teacher, which is due to a 
projected increase in student enrollment.

On the general town government side of 
the budget, excluding education, Cox said that 
the town had seen a significant increase in the 
health insurance budget of 21.5%, both due to 
premium increases as well as employee changes 
in coverage, including employees getting mar-
ried or having children. Pension costs also are 
expected to rise by about 8%.

Next year’s budget also calls for two addition-
al full-time employees, along with the elimina-
tion of several part-time positions. The increase 
in full-time salary costs is approximately 1.77%, 
due to employee changes. According to the pro-
posed budget, the new positions include the 
“conversion of a part time Land Use Enforce-
ment Official into a full-time Assistant Planner/
Land Use Enforcement Official.” 

Cox said this full-time position would be 
easier to keep staffed, and would also provide 
additional support during a time when the town 
is revising its Plan of Conservation and Devel-
opment, and during which the state is making 
“significant changes to land use law.”

According to the proposed budget, “the po-
sition will support the Department’s continued 
high-quality support of the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, In-

land Wetlands and Watercourses Agency and 
other land use bodies as the Town implements 
its new Plan of Conservation and Development 
(POCD), which is scheduled for adoption in 
summer 2026.”

Another new proposed position will provide 
support at the Senior Center. The new position 
will convert a current part-time assistant posi-
tion into a full-time role. This position will, ac-
cording to the budget document, aid in “opera-
tional efficiency and continuity of service.”

Another notable budgetary increase from 
the prior year involves the East Hampton Am-
bulance Association, with the proposed budget 
recommending an increase of $18,000 for the 
ambulance association, bringing the total for 
that organization to $126,000, thereby reducing 
their current operating loss.

The proposed Capital Improvements Plan 
involves $2.67 million to cover projects, equip-
ment and vehicle purchases. Due to the use of 
lease financing to cover equipment, as well as 
offsets due to grants and other funds, the pro-
posed capital improvements plan results in 
a very small decrease from the prior year of 
$31,500.

Cox said that he understood that this year’s 
property revaluation assessments, with their 
large increases, had been unsettling to many in 

town. The own’s total assessed real estate and 
personal property value stood at $1.598 billion, 
while the total grand list value, which also in-
cludes motor vehicles, stood at $1.729 billion. 
This makes the real estate grand list value 46.8% 
higher than the prior year, and Cox described 
this situation as “not unique to East Hamp-
ton,” with post-pandemic property prices rising 
statewide.

“During several recent meetings,” the bud-
get proposal notes, “the details of the Grand 
List changes have been discussed, including the 
notable fact that average residential Assessed 
Value increases exceed 50% and that average 
commercial Assessed Value increases are about 
25%, which is causing a shift in the overall dis-
tribution of taxes despite an anticipated reduc-
tion in the Mill Rate.”

With that said, the budget book notes that, 
due to the reduction of the town’s mill rate, “mo-
tor vehicle taxes for most, with the likely excep-
tion of those who purchase new vehicles, will 
decrease in FY2027.”

The Board of Finance is conducting budget 
workshops over the next couple weeks, and is 
scheduled to submit the budget to the members 
of the town council on April 14, after which the 
town council will adopt it and the town will vote 
on it, both on as-yet-determined dates.

Ham Shoots
The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will have 

ham shoots Sundays, March 22 and 29, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the club grounds, 
located off Tartia Road.

Bring your own shotgun or one will be 
provided. Shells supplied; 20 and 12 gauge. 
Cost is $4 per shot. Food and refreshments 
available. For more information, call Curly 
at 860-638-7221.

Fish Fridays Are Back 
The Knights of Columbus, St John Paul II 

Council 6190 is offering a variety of fish dinners 
on Fridays during Lent. The next dinner will be 
Friday, March 20.

This year’s offerings include breaded cod, 
clams, and shrimp, which will be served with 
French fries and coleslaw. Baked cod and fried 
chicken tenders meals have been added. Chow-
der will also be available. Coffee, tea, water and 
soda are also offered. Prices of the fish may vary 
from week to week.

Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in 
the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West 
High St. Takeout service will also be available; 
advance orders must be received by noon on 
Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Do not leave 
orders on answering machine.

Helping Hands Reopens
Helping Hands is open again, from 9-11 a.m. 

on the first and third Saturday of each month. 
Donations will be collected on those Saturdays, 
as well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.
For more information, call Beth Cunning-

ham at 860-365-1054.

EHNS Trivia Night
All are invited to join East Hampton Nursery 

School at Rule of 3 Brewing, 201 W. High St., on 
Friday, March 20, at 6:30 p.m., for Trivia Night.

In addition to trivia by WhatTrivia, there will 
be a 50/50 raffle, raffle baskets, and Feelin’ Saucy 
food truck. Tickets are $25 per person. Register 
teams of 2 to 4 people.

To register and for more information, email 
ehnsfundraisers@gmail.com.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for 
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May 
1. Scholarships are available for families with 
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and 
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s 
camp combines professional-level training 
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building 
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage 
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. After-
noons are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s 
mainstage production.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s 
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as 
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a 
rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a 
magical snowman to find her estranged sister, 
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers 
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-

ter. Performances will take place July 23–25 at 
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the 
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In 
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event,” a 
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to 
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may 
audition in advance, auditions are not required 
to participate. Those who choose not to audition 
will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA also 
offers valuable behind-the-scenes training, with 
many campers gaining hands-on experience as 
members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

Library Friends Offer Scholarship
 The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-

brary is offering a scholarship, available to any 
East Hampton resident who is currently in his 
or her senior year of high school. 

The student should intend to continue his or 
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate 
program. The applicant should have had some 

involvement with a library that has positively 
impacted his or her life. 

For applications, visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org/friends-of-the-library-scholarship-
application, or pick up a hard copy at the library 
or through your school’s guidance office. 

Submit your completed application form by 
April 10.

DTC Offering Scholarship
The East Hampton Democratic Town Com-

mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to a gradu-
ating senior who resides in East Hampton for 
their continuing education and graduating in 
2026.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at the East Hampton High School. Deadline 
for submission of applications is May 1.

Spring Senior 
Mixed Bowling

Seniors are invited to join in the fun of bowl-
ing with a choice of three morning leagues, as 
Kickback n’ Bowl is forming its Spring Senior 
Mixed Bowling Leagues.

The leagues will play Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings at 11 a.m. starting March 
23 at Kickback n’ Bowl in East Hampton.  All 
seniors 55+ from the nine Rivereast towns are 
all welcome.

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.



NEWS BULLETIN • March 20, 2026	 Page 17

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Bellringer Blazing to Buffalo
By Josh Howard

After serving as the lead distance runner at 
East Hampton High School for the past four 
years, Jocelyn Gustavson will soon be trading 
the blue and white of the Bellringers for the blue 
and yellow of the Golden Griffins of Canisius 
University. 

Gustavson, currently a senior at EHHS, has 
committed to run cross-country and track for 
the Division I running program at Canisius, a 
private university in Buffalo, N.Y.

During the college search, the Belltown na-
tive said she was looking for a place with the 
right culture and the right climate.  

“I’ve always wanted to run in college but don’t 
like running in the heat, so I wanted to go some-
where that was pretty cold and Buffalo is pretty 
cold,” said Gustavson. “I’ve always thought it is 
really pretty in upstate New York and when I did 
my overnight, I liked the team and the fit was 
right.” 

Since entering the halls at EHHS, Gustavson 
has been a three-season runner for the Bellring-
ers. She first made a name for herself on the 
cross-country trails where she became a four-
time All-Shoreline Conference (SLC) first-team 
selection. 

With spring’s outdoor track and field season 
starting this month, Gustavson is preparing for 
her final season locally where the Bellringers are 
seeking for a third straight conference title.

East Hampton cross-country and track coach 
Bill Wilkie said that Gustavson hit the ground 
running from day one, noting, “She has been 
our team leader both athletically and emotion-
ally since the first day of practice her freshman 
year.”

“Her performances are so strong and inspir-
ing that it has moves a lot of the other girls, and 
even on the boys side, along in their races and in 

training,” added Wilkie
During her time on the local trails, Gustav-

son worked her way up the cross-country lead-
erboards. 

As a freshman, she placed eighth at the 
Shoreline Conference (SLC) finals and 11th at 
the Class SS championship in 2022.

Racing as a junior in 2024, she was the run-
ner-up at the conference finals before winning a 
Class SS state championship.

She was limited because of arch issues in her 
feet this past fall, yet was still able to close her 
cross-country career strong before returning 
healthy for winter’s indoor track and field sea-
son where she placed 4th in the 1,000 meters 
and 6th in the 1,600 meters at the SLC finals. 

She also teamed with her sister Brianna Gus-
tavson, along with Abigail Hambridge and Shan-
non Mahoney on the Bellringers’ 4x800 relay 
team that won a conference championship and 
earned a bronze medal, placing third overall at 
the Class SS indoor championships. 

During her recovery from the foot align-
ments, Gustavson noted that she had to do dif-
ferent workouts during that rehab process that 
have allowed her to strengthen other muscles 
that she said have helped make her a more com-
plete runner. 

Along with her consistent production, Wilkie 
noted that Gustavson has a competitive fire that 
you just can’t teach.

“She lets her legs do the talking,” stated Wilk-
ie. “What really stands out is that she really 
loves to race. She thrives in races and she looks 
forward to every track and cross-country meet. 
You can see it when she races, she is so intense 
and focused.”

Heading into her final season at the high 
school, Gustavson noted that she is “relieved” to 
have made her college choice so she can focus 

Jocelyn Gustavson, a senior at East 
Hampton High School, has committed to 
run cross-country and track at Canisius 
University in upstate New York. 

Gustavson and the girls outdoor track and field team at EHHS are aiming for a third 
straight conference title this spring. Pictured is the team after capturing the 2025 Shore-
line Conference Championship. 

on leaving her hometown with more personal-
best finishes as the team aims to capture a third 
straight SLC title after bringing home the con-
ference banners in 2024 and 2025. 

A year ago, Gustavson had four top-five fin-
ishes at the conference finals to help the Bell-
ringers repeated as champs. She placed third in 
the 400 meters and fourth in the 800 meters, 
along with being part of the third-place 4x400 
relay and fifth-place 4x800 relay squads.

Gustavson’s hope is to soak in her final season 
with the teammates that she’s become so close to 
over the past few years.    

Outside of running, Gustavson was also part 
of the school’s Interact Club (a community ser-
vice-based club), along with helping out with 
the Special Olympics and at her church camp.  

“I will miss everything here, but I’m looking 
forward to a new adventure,” she remarked

In Buffalo, Gustavson will join a program led 
by head coach Nick Wilson. Wilson’s Golden 
Griffins compete in the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference. 

She will study graphic design through the 
school’s Digital Media Arts program.

Gustavson said she is feeling both excitement 
and nerves about her next stop, adding, “I’m go-
ing so far away compared to some of my friends, 
but it’s a new challenge and a new way to chal-
lenge myself.”  

Accepting Entries for Art Contests
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Aux-

iliary 5095 is now accepting entries for its 
annual 2025-26 Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art and 3-Dimensional Patriotic 
Art scholarship competitions. These scholar-
ships are designed to recognize young artists 
in grades 9 to 12, encourage patriotism, and 
assist students who wish to further their edu-
cation.

For contest eligibility and rules, as well as 
additional information, visit the library, the 
Post Home, or vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
young-american-creative-patriotic-art-con-
test. Student entries must be submitted (along 
with a completed entry form) to VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 
06424. 

The deadline for both contests is March 31.

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$DeSimone Fired, cont. from page 1

He later clarified in an email that “the WPCA 
still exists as a governmental entity with its 
same responsibilities,” adding that he believed it 
would be reseated in the future, something that 
Council Chair Markham agreed with.

Cox wrote that “Short term, the Council will 
act in the role as the WPCA and will select 
members to serve on the Joint Facilities Com-
mittee. The council indicated that it planned to 
review the state law and determine how it de-
sired to restructure the authority assigned to the 
WPCA pursuant to the statutes going forward.”

In terms of the WPCA’s role, Cox wrote that 
“the WPCA is in charge of overseeing the opera-
tion of the sewer collection system, budgeting, 

planning and all other aspects of our local op-
eration with the assistance of the Public Utilities 
Administrator [DeSimone’s former role].  They 
also select half of the members of the Joint 
Facilities Committee, which oversees the op-
eration of the wastewater treatment plant and 
the shared facilities for its operation, including 
budgeting, long term planning and the like with 
the assistance of the plant Superintendent and 
the Public Utilities Administrator.”

Cox noted that a replacement would need 
to be hired to fill in DeSimone’s role of Public 
Utilities Administrator, and that an interim ap-
pointment would likely be made in the mean-
time.

Belltown Garden Club Scholarship
The Belltown Garden Club is again offering 

a scholarship, available to high school seniors 
who reside in East Hampton. 

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the 
State of Connecticut, and must use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited school. The 
school may be a 4- or 5-year college or univer-

sity, a community college, a trade school or a 
commercial school. 

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior, with preferences given 
to a student who intends to major in sciences or 
education related to the earth. Related fields of 
study will be considered. Financial need could 
be part of the decision. 

Applications are due by May 1, and are avail-
able through the guidance department at EHHS.Red Cross Blood Drive

East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 59 Main St., will conduct a blood drive 
on Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

To make an appointment, call 1-800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter East 
Hampton. 

RTC Offering Scholarship
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East 
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career 
in a trade and graduating in 2026. 

This award is open to any graduating student 
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal 
high schools, or home-schooled East Hampton 
resident. Applications available from the guid-
ance department in the schools. Deadline for 
submission of applications is May 15, 2026.

EDC Now Accepting 
Scholarship Applications
The Town of East Hampton Economic Devel-

opment Commission is now accepting applica-
tions for its new scholarship. 

Any East Hampton High School senior plan-
ning to study business or a related field at an ac-
credited four-year school this fall is eligible and 
encouraged to apply. 

The purpose of this scholarship is to encour-
age local students to pursue careers in business 
and related fields, and to show them community 
support. Get the full details, eligibility require-
ments and access the application through the 
guidance department at East Hampton High 
School. 

The application deadline is May 1.
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

32 Years in the Travel Business

Call Hebron Travel Today and Get Out of Town!

Excellent 
Service!

Personal 
Touches!

Magical Memories!

Inventive 
Solutions!

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com R

E2
-1

3-
26

OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!

WE SELL USED CARS! Are you looking for a newer vehicle, 
without the new car price, see our cars on our website below!

Upcoming Classes at Marlborough Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., will offer a variety of classes in March 
and April. 

In March, there will be a variety of six-week 
workshops starting up for beginner to advanced 
watercolor enthusiasts. And if you only have a 
Saturday available, there is an Intro to Watercol-
or and an Intermediate Watercolor workshop, 
each three hours, on March 28; one will be in 
the morning and the other in the afternoon. 

If you want to try a different medium, expres-
sive Landscapes in Acrylic is for all levels and is 
being held on Sunday afternoon, April 26. And 
for those more interested in working with pen, 

pencil, and ink in mixed media, check out the 
classes in the Zentangle club. You can attend 
any session and learn an abstract, relaxing art 
form that doesn’t take much time and requires 
minimal supplies. The instructor, Laura Marks, 
is active in the Art for Healing program at Hart-
ford Hospital.

For more information, go to marlborougharts.
org. Click on the menu link on the upper right-
hand corner of the home page and then click on 
Classes and then Current Offerings.

Online registration is preferred, but mail-in 
is also possible. For more information on that, 
call 860-467-6353.

Marlborough Lions Pancake Breakfast
The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its 

annual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, March 29, 
from 7:45-11:45 a.m.

The breakfast is being planned for both 
dine-in and take-out and will be held at the 
East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club on 
Planeta Road in Marlborough, which is locat-
ed off of West Road just east of Exit 12 from 
Route 2. 

The Lions will serve various varieties of 
pancakes along with sausage, ham, fruit cof-
fee and juice. Tickets will be available for sale 
in advance of the event or can be purchased at 
the door on the day of the breakfast. Tickets 

are $10 for adults, $9 for seniors and $7 for 
children 12 and under.

The success of this event is also dependent 
upon local businesses, which support the Li-
ons in the form of $25 sponsorships. Lions 
Club members will be contacting local busi-
nesses in advance of the breakfast and any 
business interested in providing a sponsor-
ship is encouraged to contact the Lions.

For further information, to provide a spon-
sorship or to purchase tickets, call Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or Lions Secretary 
Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

New Intergenerational Multicultural Club 
Christi Moraga of CoDE (Coalition on Di-

versity & Equity) is looking for seniors and 
students to participate in the Marlborough In-
tergenerational Multicultural Club, which will 
include five seniors and five fifth and sixth grad-
ers from Marlborough Elementary School. The 
club will be held at Marlborough Senior Center. 

The seniors and students will talk about their 
heritages and fill culture boxes with objects 
such as dolls, coins, brochures from countries of 
their origin, and decorate the boxes. The group 

will celebrate with ethnic snacks. The meetings 
will be six Friday afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m., starting the last Friday in April and run-
ning through May. The club is free.

This club will be sponsored by Marlborough 
Park and Rec and CoDE.

Seniors, please call the Marlborough Senior 
Center to register, at 860-295-6209. Deadline is 
April 1. Students, please register through Marl-
borough Parks and Recreation: 860-295-6203.

Grief Share Group to Start
A Grief Share support group will begin Tues-

day, March 31. The group will run every Tues-
day until June 23. The first session will begin at 
4:30 p.m. at Fellowship Community Church, 24 
South Rd., and run until 6:30 p.m. A schedule of 
subsequent sessions will be provided at the first 
group meeting. 

The group consists of 13 videos and discus-
sion sessions with the last session on Tuesday, 
June 23, which will be the last video and a Cel-
ebration of Life to honor your loved one.

The sessions include watching a video, group 
discussions, and doing the sections pertaining 
to the video in the workbook at your leisure.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions 
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of 
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” 
and “Guilt and Anger.” This is not a consecu-
tive program. If you have started a Grief Share 
program before and have not finished or come 

in the middle of the sessions, you may still par-
ticipate again. 

There is a $20 one-time registration fee, which 
includes the workbook. You will get the work-
book at the first session. If you have already paid 
the $20 registration fee from the previous Grief 
Share program, you will not need to pay again. 

For any questions, please call 860-338-1060 
or email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration 
is on GriefShare.org. Click “Find a Group” and 
look for Fellowship Community Church.  You 
may register there on Griefshare.org to see the 
schedule for the sessions and other information 
pertaining to Grief Share.

Student Show at
Arts Center

The Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main 
St., will host the annual Student Art Show Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 21 and 22, from 1-4 
p.m. Admission is free.

The show features artwork by students at the 
elementary schools in Hebron and Marlbor-
ough, as well as the RHAM middle and high 
schools. 

The Marlborough Arts Center is a nonprofit 
regional center for the fine arts, performing 
arts, and fine crafts. There is frere on-site park-
ing and the building is handicapped-accessible.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided 
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday 
school is open to all children in the community 
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact 
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

March 22 is a Bluegrass Sunday, with hand-
clapping hymns and special music performed 
by Joyful Blue. The service will be led by Seaver. 
After worship, all are invited to Coffee Hour in 
the Thienes Lounge.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 

monthly luncheon for Florence Lord Housing 
residents will be March 22. The next church-
sponsored Drive Thru Café, for Marlborough 
Food Bank clients and their families with tick-
ets, will be March 29. First-quarter mission-giv-
ing will go to Marlborough Food Bank.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by 
certified instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fri-
days at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. 
The community is welcome. The weekly drop-in 
fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is located on 
the lower level with easy access from the park-
ing lot. The shop is open for shopping and dona-
tions Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Second Blessings is cur-
rently featuring spring and Easter merchandise. 
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second 
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough CT for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome. Storm closings 
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC, 
ABC). The church does not pass a collection 
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by 
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also 
be made through the church website, or mailed 
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church or 
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org.

American Legion
Golf Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will host a Golf 
Tournament at Blackledge Country Club, 180 
West St., Hebron, on Monday, May 18.

For more information, email don1bu@com-
cast.net.

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester Ratepayers 
that quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and pay-
able on April 1, 2026. Payment not made in full on or before 
May 1, 2026, will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from 
the due date.  Mail postmarked (US Postal Service postmark 
only) on or before May 1, 2026, will be considered paid on 
time.  Payments dropped in the town hall’s drop box after 
4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2026, will be considered as 
having been made on the following business day and will 
be deemed as paid late.  Failure to receive a bill does not 
invalidate the bill nor interest.  Please contact the Tax Col-
lector’s Office if you have not received your bill.
Water & Sewer Payments should be made payable to the 
Water & Sewer Commission.  Please write your account num-
ber on the check.  Payments can be made online through the 
town’s website https://www.colchesterct.gov/ - fees apply.  OR: 
come into the Tax Office, use the Town’s Night Drop, and/or 
mail payments to: Tax Office, 127 Norwich Ave, Colchester, CT  
06415. If a receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope.
Office hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, and on 
Thursdays until 7 pm.  Questions concerning payments should 
be directed to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Michele Wyatt, CCMC CCMO
Town of Colchester
Tax Collector 

3T 3/20, 4/10, 4/24

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 2nd, 
2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 Freestone 
Avenue, to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-15: 259 Main Street. Request for a 
Special Permit for a Facility of the Town of Portland for a Post 
Secondary Transition Program. Application of the Town of 
Portland and property of J & M Main Street Properties LLC. 
Map 29, Lot 258. Zone B-3/TCVD.
Dated at Portland, CT this 17th day of March 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 3/20, 3/27
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STATE OF HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY & AVAILABILITY IN MARLBOROUGH

HOUSE  BILL 8002 / CT PUBLIC ACT 25 -1
CONCERNING HOUSING GROWTH 

IMPACTS ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING,
PLAN OF CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT,
& ZONING REGULATIONS IN MARLBOROUGH

THE PLANNING COMMISSION &
THE HOUSING OPPORTUNITY COMMITTEE  

    INVITES RESIDENTS TO A PUBLIC FORUM
& COMMUNITY DISCUSSION ON:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH
7:00 P.M.  IN THE SENIOR CENTER

TUESDAY: 20% OFF
Your Entire Dinner Bill

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée,

Get One 1/2 OFF
(higher price prevails)

OFFer good March 24 & 25,  
after 4pm Online orders  

use code MAR2026

OPEN EASTER 
SUNDAY

11am to 5pm - Special Holiday Menu 11am to 5pm - Special Holiday Menu 
Reservations Always RecommendedReservations Always Recommended
11am to 5pm - Special Holiday Menu 
Reservations Always Recommended

OPEN EASTER 
SUNDAY

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

MARCH OVER! CHOP! CHOP!
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Terrazza Restaurant | 9 Rose Hill, Portland, CT 06480
Sun-Thu • 11am-9pm | Fri-Sat • 11am-10pm

Terrazza’s  Easter Sunday
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Reservations are being accepted now for April 5th

Seatings: 10:30am • 12:30pm • 2:30pm
TERRAZZACT.COM or by phone at 860-788-3558

Enjoy a stunning brunch buffet 
with breakfast station, prime rib, 
smoked ham, seafood, desserts, 

and more – all with 
breathtaking views on top of 
Quarry Ridge Golf Course.

Make this Easter Sunday 
unforgettable at Terrazza!unforgettable at Terrazza!

Folk Singer to Perform at Arts Center
The Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main 

St., will host folk singer John John Brown on 
the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café series on Friday, 
March 27, at 7:30 pm.

Admission is subsidized by a Grant from the 
Marlborough Greater Together Community 
Fund of the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins 
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Oth-
er non-alcoholic beverages are available. There 
is on-site parking, and the Marlborough Arts 
Center is fully accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call us at 860-467-6353.

Rotary Club Scholarship 
East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing 

scholarships applications for any high school 
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in ei-
ther East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have grad-
uated from a secondary school accredited by 
the State of Connecticut and use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited 4- or 5-year 

college or university, community college, trade 
school or commercial school. Various single 
and multiple year scholarships available. 

Applications are available online at tinyurl.
com/EHRotaryScholarship2026 or through 
the guidance department of East Hampton 
High School, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vi-
nal. Applications are due April 3.

Setback Tournament
There will be an American Legion Setback 

Tournament, Friday March 20, at the American 
Legion Post 197, 128 East Hampton Rd. Regis-
tration is at 6 p.m., and the games start at 6:30 
p.m. Play is Round Robin-style, and fee is $10/
person.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and 
third place. There will also be raffles and a 
50/50. (All proceeds go to the ladies auxiliary.)

For more information, contact Sharon at 860-
805-6917.  

Watercolor Class for 
Mixed Abilities

Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., 
will offer an Introduction to Watercolor class, 
for people with mixed abilities with the medium 
of watercolor and painting in general, on Satur-
day, March 28, from 2-5 p.m.

Led by Marika Hahn, the class will give you 
an opportunity to focus on brush strokes and 
using liquid watercolors for a very transparent 
effect. The workshop is being held from 2-5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 28, and the cost is $65.

See the course description for supplies pro-
vided and supplies you must bring. To register 
go to MarlboroughArts.org and click on the 
menu tab in the upper right corner. Go to cur-
rent classes and click on Intro to Watercolor 
March ‘26 session.  

For more information, call 860-467-6353 or 
email info@marlborougharts.org.
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

Spacious farmhouse living at its best! This charming 5-bedroom, 2 full bath, and 1 half bath 
home sits on an expansive 11 acres, offering endless possibilities for privacy, recreation, or 

hobby farming. Inside, you’ll find hardwood flooring throughout and two cozy fireplaces that 
add warmth and character. Priced at $549,900. Call for your private showing today!

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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Come join us 
for LUNCH!

Monday-Saturday 
11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

10% OFF Your Lunch w/this Ad 

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940

www.zinascucina.com

Full Bar
Family Owned & Operated

Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

Join us for 
Happy Hour

Monday - Friday 4-6pm

Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 5.95% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®

C
IT

3-
12

-2
6

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

RE11-29-24

Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.
F U L L  S E RV I C E   |   D E S I G N   |   B U I L D   |   OV E R  3 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.

Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom – we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space. 

160 Oak St., Unit 210
Glastonbury, CT 06033 CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM 860.430.2661 

We Listen. We Draw. We Create.

C
IT

3-
5-

26

Watercolorist On Display at Town Hall
The Marlborough Arts Center presents a new 

solo exhibit featuring the work of arts center 
member and Connecticut artist Charles Mc-
Caughtry. The collection is currently on display 
at the Marlborough Town Hall’s MAC Hallway 
Gallery.

McCaughtry’s watercolors focus on the re-
lationships between earth, water, air, and light. 
An avid hiker and paddler, he draws inspiration 
from the wild areas he explores.

The exhibit will run through the end of April 
and is open to the public during Marlborough 
Town Hall business hours: Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-
7 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. Town Hall is 
located at 26 N. Main St.

For more information, contact the Marlbor-
ough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or the Marl-
borough Town Hall Tax Collector’s Department 
at 860-295-6205.
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2644 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Spring Special!Spring Special!
Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

Sale ends April 30, 2026.
Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED

1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeCottage
Reg $11,326

SALE $9195
CarefreeGreenhouse
Reg $6,444

SALE $5195
CarefreeColonial
Reg $6,429

SALE $5143

With Ramp! With Dormer andRamp!

10x12 12x16 8x10

CarefreeCottage
Reg $10,164

SALE $8131
CarefreeCottage
Reg $11,135

SALE $8908
CarefreeDutch Garage
Reg $21,304

SALE $16,995

With Ramp!

With Vinyl
Siding, Loft
andRamp!
Shown with
optional
Cupola and
Weathervane.

14x36 10x16 12x20

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860 267-7600 Clinton 860 664-1620

THIS SPRING AT CAREFREE
SAVEUP TO 20%

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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HURRYIN – THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

With Loft andRamp!

0%
Financ

ing
for 12

months

to qual
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yers!
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach

serving a special menu

Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selectionsMake 
your Easteryour Easter

Reservations!Reservations!

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

RE7-18-25

860-530-1781
www.ironchris.com

RE8-1-25
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Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Birthday Club: January, February 
and March birthdays will all be celebrated Tues-
day, March 24, from 1-2 p.m., with cake. Open 
to all friends and family. It does not have to be 
your birthday month to celebrate. However, if it 
is, please RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session runs Tuesdays, 
March 31-April 21. Fee: $30/residents, $35/
non-residents. 

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better 
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement 
and exercises are drawn from body building, 
yoga, ballet and more. April session runs Mon-
days, April 6-27, 10:45-11:45 a.m. Fee is $40/
residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by April 2.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed, 
age 55 and up. Next session is Thursdays,  April 
9-30, 5-7 p.m. Fee: $50/resident, $60/non-resi-
dent. RSVP by April 2. May, June and July ses-
sions will follow.

The Encore Club: Wednesday, April 8. Join 
Bill Naughton and new musical guest for light 
refreshments as he sings and shares fun facts 
only a radio host would know. 

This or That; Dementia Talk: Friday, April 
17, 1-2 p.m. With relatable stories, light humor, 
and practical guidance, you will learn about 
what is and isn’t dementia. 

Scam Prevention: Monday, April 27, noon-1 
p.m. A financial advisor from Edward Jones will 
speak on how to prevent yourself from being 
scammed and protect your money.

Intergenerational Multicultural Pilot Club: 
The center is looking for 5-6 seniors who would 
like to share their culture, via cuisine, souvenirs 
and items, with youth from Marlborough El-
ementary School. Program to start in April.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. 
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green 
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, 
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to 
qualified residents in need.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief 
Program: Property tax credits are available to 
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income 
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to 
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center. Deadline to ap-
ply: May 15.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for 
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.
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OPEN SPECIAL HOURS THE WEEKEND OF THE HEBRON MAPLE FEST

QUART

$26.95

$24.25

PINT

$15.95

$14.35

1/2 GALLON

$39.95

$35.95

1/2 PINT

$9.95

$8.95

$8.00

$7.20

860-228-1383
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Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

NEW LUNCH MENU!
Join us EASTER SUNDAY

Special Menu Al l Day!
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

St. John Fisher Church 
News & Notes 

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Lenten Worship, Sacraments, Scripture 
Study & Stations of the Cross: Lenten Recon-
ciliation: Mondays during Lent through March 
20, 5-6 p.m. Scripture Study is Tuesdays dur-
ing Lent through March 24, following morn-
ing Mass at 8:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross are 
held every Friday during Lent through March 
27, beginning at 7 p.m.; a simple soup supper is 
served prior beginning at 6 p.m. in the church 
hall. All are welcome.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. 
Weekly Sacrament of Reconciliation: Satur-
days, 3-3:30 p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. For more information, access the 
church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Colum-
bus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl min-
istry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting 
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls are 
distributed during Lent and collected with your 
monetary contribution the week after Easter. 
Food drives are held weekly for the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping 
lists are available at the Masses. Sandwich-mak-
ing and collection continues the last Thursday 
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities 
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church). 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING/
PUBLIC HEARING

CHATHAM HEALTH DISTRICT
Towns of Colchester, East Haddam, East Hampton, Hebron, 

Marlborough and Portland
The Chatham Health District Board of Health will hold a Special 
Meeting/Public Hearing on March 31, 2026 at 2 p.m. via Zoom, 
Meeting ID: 876 0349 2358 Passcode: 437237. The purpose 
of this Special Meeting is for the consideration of adopting the 
Proposed FY2027 Chatham Health District Fees Schedule.
At this hearing, interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received.
The Proposed FY2027 Chatham Health District Fee Schedule is 
available for public review at http://www.chathamhealth.org and 
in any of the District Offices.
Russell Melmed
Director of Health 1TB 3/20

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
IN-PERSON / VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
ANDOVER, HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH

MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026 – 6:30 PM
RHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/yxi-tibz-foy
Or dial: (US) +1 337-435-0258 PIN: 245 427 132#

More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/yxi-tibz-
foy?pin=8056978728695

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BOTH VIRTUALLY AND IN-PERSON (RHAM MIDDLE 
SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER) ON MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026, AT 6:30 
P.M. TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 1. “TO PRESENT AND 
DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED 
BUDGET FOR 2026-2027.”
2. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT 8 PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET FOR 2026-2027.” 
DATED AT HEBRON, CONNECTICUT, March 17, 2026
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
HEATHER SUMMERER, CHAIRPERSON
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION 1T

B 
3/
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Notice of Democratic Caucus
To enrolled members of the Democratic Party of the Town of 
East Hampton, CT.
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic Party and State elec-
tion laws, you are hereby notified that a caucus will be held 
on March 26,2026, at the Joseph N. Goff House Museum, 2  
Barton Hill Road, East Hampton, CT at  7PM for the purpose 
of endorsing candidates for state, congressional , state repre-
sentative, state senator and judge of probate conventions for 
the East Hampton Democratic Town Committee and to transact 
other business as may be proper to come before said caucus. 
Kevin Reich, Chair 1TB 3/20
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Marlborough | $425,000
This spacious contemporary ranch offers an open floor plan and stunning pastoral views 

overlooking a beautiful equestrian estate and distant scenery. Custom built with unique 
architectural details, the home features large windows that fill the space with natural light 
and capture the incredible views.

The home offers 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths, plus a lower level bonus area perfect for 
a home office or 4th bedroom. The primary suite includes a walk-in closet and beautifully 
remodeled bath with a large walk-in tiled shower. The open kitchen is designed for both 
everyday living and entertaining with a center island, gas range, and double ovens.

Recent updates include fresh interior paint, freshly stained deck, propane fireplace insert, 
newer central air, garage doors, and boiler. Additional highlights include main-level laundry, 
built-ins, and a two-car attached garage.

Step outside and enjoy a front porch, expansive deck, patio, gardens, and a private 
fenced yard. 

Located in the great town of Marlborough in a quiet neighborhood with beautiful 
scenic views.

JUST 
LISTED!

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters 
Available

Lawn Expansions 
& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

LIKE US ON

SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute 
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled 
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Special Kids’ Events: Easter Egg Hunt: Sat-
urday, March 28, at Blish Park. Visit the Easter 
Bunny. Ages 2 and under at 11 a.m.; ages 6-8 at 
11:15 a.m.; ages 3-5 at 11:30 a.m.; and ages 7-10 
at 11:45 a.m.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone 
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10. 
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest 
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Crayola Imagine Arts – 
Wild World: The Art Of Conservation: For 
grades K-6, Tuesdays, April 7-May 19, 3:15-4:15 
p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary School 
cafeteria. Registration fee is $142/resident, 
$147/non-resident.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class – Tuesday Class: 
For ages 2-3 with caregiver. Tuesdays, 5-5:30 
p.m., March 24-May 26; no class April 14. All 
classes held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Reg-
istration fee is $136.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class – Saturday Class: 
For ages 2-3 with caregiver. Saturdays, 9:30-10 
a.m., March 28-May 30; no class April 4, April 
18 or May 23. All classes held at Dance Dynam-
ics in Hebron. Fee is $108. 

Sparkling Spinners: For ages 3-6. Thursdays, 
4:30-5 p.m., March 26-May 28; no class April 16. 
All classes held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. 
Fee is $136. No class April 16.

After School Co-Ed Dodgeball League: For 
grades 5 & 6. Mondays, March 23-May 11, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Participants will be divided 
up into teams each week to play various dodge-
ball games. No dodgeball on April 13th and May 
4th. Fee is $30/resident.

After School Co-Ed Handball League: For 
grades 5 & 6. Wednesdays, April 1-May 20, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Participants will be divided 
up into teams and play weekly games. No hand-
ball April 15 and May 13. Fee is $30/resident.

Lego Pokemon Engineering: For grades K-4. 
Wednesdays, April 1-May 13, 3:15-4:45 p.m. Fee 
is $136/resident, $141/non-resident.

Mad Science-NASA Space and Beyond: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, April 9-May 21, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Fee is $142/resident, $147/
non-resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 18-June 12 (no 
session May 23), at the West Road Memorial up-
per field. Mini, for age 2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is 
$90/resident, $95/non-resident. Classic, for ages 
3-5, is 3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee is $113/resident, $118/

non-resident.
Spring Into Yoga – Kids Yoga & Mindful-

ness Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-
May 12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Parent/guardian must attend to observe 
or participate with their child. Fee is $58/resi-
dent, $63/non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing – Know Your Machine: For 
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resi-
dent, $57/non-resident.

Intergenerational Multicultural Club: For 
grades 5 & 6. Fridays, April 24-May 29, 3:30-
4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Stu-
dents will fill culture boxes with objects such 
as dolls, coins, and brochures from countries 
of your origin. Then, decorate the boxes, talk 
about your heritage, and celebrate with ethnic 
snacks. No cost to participate.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The 
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set 
up lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for 
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Beginner Ballet: For 
ages 18 and up. Tuesdays, March 24-May 26, 
6:30-7:15 p.m. Class is held Dynamics in Hebron. 
Registration fee is $181. No class April 14th.

Adult Tap: For ages 18 and up. Thursdays, 
March 26-May 28, 8-8:45 p.m. Class is held at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Registration fee is 
$181. No class April 16th.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is 
$5 per week. Session runs until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until the end of April.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sweet & sour meatballs, sausage & 
peppers, assorted salads, chips, water and soda, 
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee is 
$185 (400-level seating), or $255 (lower level 
seating). Bus picks up/drops off at Putnam park 
and ride in Glastonbury.

New Life for Memory Care Courtyard
at Marlborough Health & Rehab

Marlborough Health & Rehabilitation Cen-
ter, a 120-bed skilled nursing facility, recently 
completed a major renovation of its secured 
memory-care courtyard – an outdoor space 
dedicated to residents living with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms of dementia.

The facility includes short-term rehabilitation 
and long-term care units on the west side of the 
building, with a 62-bed secured memory-care 
neighborhood located on the east side. While 
the courtyard had long served residents, uneven 
surfaces and an outdated design raised safety 
concerns and limited its full potential.

“This all started with the staff ’s warm wel-
come of a volunteer, who is a friend of ours,” 
said Pamela Atwood of Atwood Dementia 
Group. On a spring day, when residents could 
have been outside, Atwood began to envision 
how repairs and redesign might enhance the 
lives of residents, families and staff, getting to 
engage with nature in a safe and beautiful space. 
She called on her friend, Debra Javit of Javy En-
terprises. Having been so impressed with the 
staff ’s care of residents during volunteering, Ja-
vit started the “Project of Love.” Together, along 
with nurse Tara Tyrseck, Memory Care Direc-
tor, and the families of residents, Javit raised 
over $30,000 for Project of Love.

“This courtyard is more than just an outdoor 
area – it’s an extension of the residents’ daily 
lives,” said Atwood, who was the memory care 
consultant for Marlborough Health & Rehab’s 
new memory care unit. “Thoughtful design, 
safety, and sensory experiences are essential for 
individuals living with dementia, and this proj-
ect truly reflects that understanding.”

The renovation was completed by Creative 
Exteriors, led by Tim Tomko, whose team re-
purposed and leveled the existing pavers to 
create a safer walking surface. Tomko collabo-
rated with Atwood who introduced a circular 
pathway designed to support dementia-friendly 
movement. The courtyard also features a secure 
water fountain that adds calming sights and 
sounds to the space. Plans are underway for 
spring plantings, including a sensory garden 
and family-shared plantings to encourage con-
nection and engagement.

The facility plans to host an official ribbon-
cutting celebration in the spring, once landscap-
ing and furnishings are complete, to formally 
recognize the many individuals, families, and 
organizations that helped make the project pos-
sible. If you would like to support the next phase 
of the project, visit gofund.me/65fbe2206.
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$Hebron’s Maple Festival, cont. from page 1
charge. You can bounce in the bounce house 
free of charge. You can throw a skillet,” she 
laughed.

Visitors can expect a packed schedule of en-
tertainment, demonstrations and hands-on 
experiences spread across the town center and 
nearby farms. One of the highlights of the week-
end is the chance to visit local sugar houses and 
watch maple syrup being made. Three locations 
will participate this year: Wenzel Sugar House, 
Woodyacres Sugar House and Wilkinson Farm.

Each location offers its own unique experi-
ence. At Wenzel, visitors can watch maple sap 
being boiled into syrup while enjoying sweet 
treats. Habicht said guests may also meet a spe-
cial farm animal during their visit. “They will 
have … Maple Leaf Farm’s employee of the 
month, which is a super sweet little baby calf,” 
she said with a laugh. “Their faces are just so 
freaking cute.”

Meanwhile, Woodyacres will feature a special 
demonstration from the UConn Woodsmen 
Team. The group will show off lumberjack-style 
skills such as chopping and log handling. “I 
know, who knew UConn had a timber team?” 
Habicht joked. “It’s amazing.”

At Wilkinson Farm, visitors can take a deeper 
dive into the maple-making process. The farm 
will offer demonstrations on how to tap trees 
and produce maple syrup, and guests will even 
have the chance to purchase equipment to try 
sugaring at home.

In addition to the sugar houses, the festival 
offers a wide range of family-friendly activities. 
One crowd favorite is the Hebron Tractor Pa-
rade, which will roll through town at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Last year’s parade featured more than 
100 tractors, making it one of the largest in 
Connecticut. 

“There’s just something about tractors and 
farms that people love,” Habicht shared.

Other returning events include axe throwing, 

skillet tossing, chainsaw carving and tours of a 
working dairy farm. Visitors can also stop by 
the “Hebron’s Own Expo,” held in the commu-
nity room at Douglas Library, where local artists 
will sell handmade goods such as block prints, 
wire wrapped jewelry and upcycled denim.

This year also brings several new attractions. 
One of the most exciting additions is ice sculp-
tor Joe Alemdia, who will transform a large 
block of ice into a detailed sculpture on Satur-
day at 10:30 a.m. on the firehouse front lawn. 
The festival will also feature live music and plen-
ty of maple-themed treats throughout town.

For animal lovers, another popular stop is the lo-
cal donkey museum, where visitors can meet min-
iature donkeys and even give them a gentle hug. 

“If you think the little baby cow is cute, wait 
until you see the little miniature Eeyores,” 
Habicht said. “You actually get to snuggle with 
them!” 

And who doesn’t love snuggles?
Despite the size of the event today, Habicht 

said the festival’s purpose remains simple - to 
bring people together.

“It really, truly, is just a community event,” she 
said. “Everybody’s got their hand in the pot.” 

That shared effort is part of what keeps the 
tradition alive year after year. Volunteers, farm-
ers, local organizations and residents all play a 
role in making the weekend possible.

For visitors attending for the first time, Habi-
cht has one simple recommendation: explore 
everything. “So many fun things,” she said. “A 
ton is jammed into those two days.” 

Attendees better lace up their walking shoes.
With maple syrup boiling, tractors rumbling 

through the town and families gathering to cel-
ebrate the season, the Hebron Maple Festival 
continues to offer something sweet for residents 
and visitors alike.

As Habicht put it, the festival’s magic lies in 
the people who make it happen. “It’s an amazing 
phenomenon,” she said. “But the festival itself is 
pretty darn special.”

For more on the Maple Fest, including a book-
let containing a list of events and a map, visit 
www.thetowncenterproject.org/maple-fest. 
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Rob Mangiafico, board president of Commons CDC, explained the pressing need 
for affordable housing in Hebron at a recent community meeting.

Residents, Commons CDC Discuss Affordable Housing
By Toriana Williams

Residents gathered at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Hebron on March 12 for a public con-
versation about a proposed housing development 
called Church Street Commons. The event was 
hosted by Commons Community Development 
Corporation (Commons CDC), a local nonprofit 
working to increase housing options in town.

Speakers at the meeting explained the need 
for affordable housing in Hebron, described 
the project’s design and funding and answered 
questions from community members. The pro-
posed development would create 50 mixed-in-
come housing units on land owned by St. Peter’s 
Church, near the town center.

The evening included presentations from 
church leaders, project organizers, an architect 
and a development partner, followed by a com-
munity question-and-answer session.

A Shortage of Affordable Housing
Organizers began by explaining why they be-

lieve the project is needed. Data presented at the 
meeting showed that less than 3% of Hebron’s 
housing is considered affordable. At the same 
time, many residents are struggling with housing 
costs. About 23% of homeowners spend more 
than 30% of their income on housing, which ex-
perts call being “cost-burdened.” For renters, the 
number is even higher at 53%.

In simple terms, housing is considered afford-
able when a household spends no more than 30% 
of its income on rent or mortgage payments. Rob 
Mangiafico, president of Commons CDC, said 
the problem affects many different people in 
town.

“Maybe it’s a teacher, a teacher’s aide, a health 
care worker, someone working at the bakery or 
a local business,” Mangiafico said. “It could be a 
senior who wants to age gracefully in the town 
they love. It could also be a young professional 
just getting started.”

 A housing study conducted by the town esti-
mated that Hebron needs at least 150 affordable 
housing units to meet current demand, accord-
ing to the presentation.

A Church-Led Effort
Church Street Commons would be built on 

property owned by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. 
The church has a long history of allowing its land 
to serve community needs. The Rev. Ron Kola-
nowski, pastor of St. Peter’s, said the project grew 
out of a conversation with town leaders about 
what Hebron needs most.

“As faithful stewards of this land, we asked: 
what would God have us do with it? The answer 
came in meeting the community’s needs through 
affordable housing,” he said. 

Kolanowski explained that the idea of stew-
ardship – caring for land responsibly rather 
than simply owning it – helped guide the deci-
sion. The church has used its property for several 
public purposes in the past, including farmland, 
a baseball field and parking for a nearby school.

What Development Would Look Like
The proposed project would include 50 hous-

ing units, made up of apartments and townhous-
es. Most units would have one or two bedrooms, 
with a smaller number of three-bedroom units.

The development would combine new con-
struction with the renovation of the historic 
church rectory, which is the house traditionally 
used by the clergy. Plans also include a commu-
nity room for residents, bicycle racks, electric ve-
hicle charging stations, parking areas and land-
scaped green areas.

Architect Kathy Dorgan said the design is an 
attempt to blend into the town’s already exist-
ing character. The townhouses near the road are 
planned to look like single-family homes, while 
the apartment building would sit further back on 
the property among the trees.

Sustainability Features
Organizers said the project would focus heav-

ily on environmental sustainability as well. Sus-
tainability refers to designing buildings that use 
less energy and water while attempting to protect 
natural resources.

The development is expected to include solar 
power, energy-efficient windows and lighting, 
native and drought-resistant plants, pollinator 
gardens to support bees and butterflies and all-
electric building systems. Developers will also 
track the building’s energy and water use to make 
sure it operates efficiently day to day.

Mixed-Income Housing
Church Street Commons is planned as a 

mixed-income development. This means resi-
dents with different income levels would live 
in the same community alongside one another. 
Most units would be considered affordable, while 
a few would be rented at regular market rates.

Affordable rents are based on something called 
Area Median Income (AMI). AMI is a number 
calculated by the federal government that shows 
the average income for households in a specific 
region.

Affordable housing programs usually divide 
income levels into tiers. For example, 30% AMI, 
which are households earning about 30% of the 
area’s average income; 60% AMI, households 
earning about 60% of the average; Market Rate, 
households paying standard market rent.

Mangiafico said the goal is to create a com-
munity where residents of different income lev-
els live side-by-side. “We want a mixed-income 
community so that people of different income 
levels are all living together,” he said. “It helps 
break down the stigma that sometimes comes 
with affordable housing.”

Funding and Approvals
The project has already received several ap-

provals and funding commitments. The Hebron 
Planning and Zoning Commission approved the 
project unanimously. The Town Council also 
approved a tax agreement to help support the 
planned development.

So far, organizers have secured funding from 
several sources, including state agencies, non-
profit groups and federal programs. Grants and 
funding commitments already amount to mil-
lions of dollars, including $300,000 from the CT 
Department of Housing, $2.1 million from the 
CT Department of Economic and Community 
Development, $250,000 in federal funding and 
$850,000 from the Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Boston. Additional funding applications are still 
underway.

Timeline For Construction
Affordable housing projects often take years 

to plan and finance, according to the presenta-
tion. Mangiafico said the team hopes to begin 
construction in early 2027, depending on final 
funding approvals. Construction is expected to 
take 15 to 18 months. 

“If everything falls into place, we’re hoping 
to break ground in early 2027 and have people 
moving in by 2028,” Mangiafico said.

Community Questions
During the public discussion, residents asked 

questions about several topics, including school 
enrollment, property management and housing 
eligibility. One question raised concerns about 
who would live in the development.

Since the project will receive state and federal 
funding, housing laws prevent giving preference 
to local residents. However, organizers said that 
in many similar developments, most applicants 
come from nearby towns.

The meeting was one of several community 
conversations about the project, and organiz-
ers said more will follow as plans move forward. 
Mangiafico emphasized that the group wants on-
going public input. “There’s no question that we 
don’t want to hear,” he said. “This is too impor-
tant not to take seriously.”

For now, organizers hope Church Street Com-
mons will help address a growing challenge that 
is facing many small towns, especially in Con-
necticut: how to create housing options for 
workers, seniors and young families who want to 
stay in the communities they call home.

St. Peter’s Yankee Pot Roast Dinner
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its 

first community dinner of the year on Saturday, 
March 28, starting at 4 p.m. All are invited for a 
meal of pot roast and vegetables (potatoes, car-
rots, onions, celery, turnip), salad, and roll, as 
well as a choice of desserts.  The cost is $18.

 This meal is take-out only.  You will be given 
a ticket for each meal you order.  A server will 
come to your car, take your ticket(s), your pay-
ment, and your dessert order.  They will bring 
your change, meal and dessert back to your car, 

and place all in your back seat or trunk.  You 
won’t need to get out of your car.

 As part of the St. Peter’s outreach programs, 
a portion of each meal sold this month will go 
to the AHM Youth and Family Services. The 
church is located at 30 Church St. (Rt. 85) in 
Hebron. 

For more details, call the church at 860-228-
3244 or visit the church website at www.StPeter-
sHebron.com.

Maple Fest Tractor Parade
This weekend, Saturday, March 21, and 

Sunday, March 22, will be the annual Maple 
Festival in Hebron Center. Events will be held 
in the center of town both days and traffic 
delays should be expected as people will be 
walking and crossing the roads in the center 
of town. 

On Sunday, March 22, is the 12th annual 
Hebron Tractor Parade, starting at Ted’s IGA.  

The parade starts at 2 p.m., and Route 66, 
Main Street, will be closed from Ted’s to the 
intersection of routes 66 and 85 for approxi-
mately 45 minutes. A detour route has been 
established; please follow the signs.

Business in that area will not be accessible 
during that time. CVS pharmacy, and John 
Horton Boulevard will be open to traffic. 

Maplefest Craft Fair is Tomorrow

Gilead Congregational Church’s annual Maplefest Craft Fair will return tomorrow, 
Saturday, March 21.

As part of Hebron’s Maple Festival, Gilead 
Congregational Church invites all to attend its 
annual Maplefest Craft Fair on Saturday, March 
21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall 
at 672 Gilead St.

This family-friendly event will feature a cu-
rated selection of unique, handcrafted goods 

and one-of-a-kind gifts made by artisans within 
the local communities. The talents of a few of 
the vendors include handcrafted jewelry, scenic 
local photography, artisan-made home décor, 
fine paper crafts, fused glass suncatchers and 
adornments, and more.

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, is once again participating in the He-
bron Maple Fest. The synagogue will sell baked 
goods and offer tours of its historic building on 
Sunday, March 22, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

The synagogue said its historic building needs 
a new roof and other major renovations, and is 
looking for donations to its capital campaign. 
To learn more, go to www.gofundme.com/f/
support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 

inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

If interested in becoming a member or would 
like to learn more about the synagogue, please 
visit www.ubofhebron.org or email ubofh-
ebron@gmail.com.  Also, check out the syna-
gogue’s Facebook page for information about 
upcoming events and services.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

Chatham Health Monthly Educational Se-
ries: Monday, March 23, 12:15 p.m. The topic 
will be reading food labels.  Presentations by 
Chatham Health’s Stephanie Reyes who has a 
Master’s in Public Health. 

Monthly Blood Pressure Screenings: Mon-
day, March 23, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Public 
health nurse, Vicki Han, RN, from Chatham 
Health, will be offer free screenings and edu-
cating you on how to monitor it at home and 
how to reduce your risks for heart attacks and 
strokes. No registration required for this free 
program. 

Health & Safety Panel with Q&A: Tues-
day, April 7, 10 a.m. Resident Trooper Graeme 
Fraites, Fire Chief Peter Starkel, Fire Marshall 

Chris Bray, Chatham Health Director Russell 
Melmed, and a representative from Amplify CT 
(promotes best practices that help communities 
live well and be well) will all present. 

You’re Invited! Bernice Barrasso Senior 
Luncheon: The Hebron Lions Club invites se-
niors living in Hebron and Amston to this an-
nual luncheon, held in memory of Lion Ber-
nice Barrasso. The luncheon will be Saturday, 
April 11, at the Lions Fairgrounds. Check-in is 
at 11:45 a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. 
Lunch is free, but RSVP by Monday, April 6. 
Contact Allegra to reserve your seat at aweir@
hebronlions.club or call 860-918-0722. When 
RSVPing, please include: your first and last 
name, and your lunch preference: chicken or 
salmon.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration 
is required by noon the day before the trip. 
Call 860-228-1700. Pick-up times TBA week-
ly. Schedule: Friday, March 27, Stop & Shop; 
Wednesday, April 1, Big Y. (The center is closed 
Friday, April 3, for Good Friday.) 
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Town Manager to Retire Next Month 
By Toriana Williams

After more than three 
decades of service to the 
town of Hebron, Town 
Manager Andrew “Andy” 
Tierney has announced 
he will retire on April 9, 
closing out a career that 
spanned over 40 years 
overall in municipal gov-
ernment.

“April 9 is my last day,” 
Tierney said in an interview with the Rivereast. 
While reflecting on the timing of his decision, 
he added, “I guess I’ve heard people say when 
it’s time, it’s time. I’ve got 30-plus years here in 
Hebron.” 

Tierney continued, “Things have changed 
over the years … and I’ve got some things that I 
want to do before I get too old to do them.”

Tierney’s time in Town Hall has seen signifi-
cant changes in Hebron, including major infra-
structure improvements. “We did a lot of major 
renovations to buildings and roads and bridges,” 
he said. “I think the town’s in a better place be-
cause of it.”

Still, the decision to step away was not made 
lightly. Tierney spoke fondly of the relationships 
he had built over the years. 

“I’m going to miss the staff and all the people 

I worked with … and the residents. We made a 
lot of friends and relationships over that time,” 
he said.

Tierney has served as Hebron town manager 
since 2012. Before that, he was the town’s direc-
tor of Public Works for nearly 17 years. 

Looking ahead, Tierney plans to focus on 
personal pursuits and family. “I’ve got a house 
I’m going to sell, and I’ve got a boat … that we’re 
going to hopefully use a little bit more than we 
did last year, which was hardly ever,” he shared 
with a laugh.

Though he lives in Middletown and said he 
expects to stay closer to home in retirement, 
Tierney left the door open to helping Hebron if 
needed. “If I’m called upon, I would definitely 
assist,” he said. A lovely sentiment spoken by a 
true public servant.

Hebron Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele 
said Tierney’s retirement, while significant, was 
not unexpected. 

“After 30 years of dedicated service to the 
town, I think we had to expect that [retirement] 
was coming,” she said. “He certainly earned it. 
That’s a long time in service to the community 
of Hebron.”

Thiele praised Tierney’s commitment and ac-
cessibility throughout his tenure. 

“What I appreciate about Andy is his will-
ingness to be available when we need him,” she 

said. “That’s certainly unique and it’s above and 
beyond what his job description entails.”

She also highlighted his expertise, particu-
larly in critical moments. “His abilities on emer-
gency management have been essential in terms 
of keeping the council informed. … I’ve appre-
ciated his depth of knowledge of town gover-
nance and town history.”

With Tierney’s departure approaching, the 
town is now beginning the process of finding 
his successor. According to Thiele, the council 
is working to appoint an interim town manag-
er for up to three months, while conducting a 
broader search.

“We would love it to be as soon as possible,” 
she said of hiring a permanent replacement. 
“However, this has to be a deliberative process. 
We have to make sure we find the right person, 
someone with a particular set of qualifications, 
particularly from an organizational manage-
ment and financial management perspective.”

The transition comes at a time when the town 

faces several challenges, including rising costs 
and future infrastructure needs. 

“They’ve got some tough decisions to make 
… trying to keep taxes down,” Tierney noted. 
“A whole lot of new business coming to town is 
definitely … an issue.”

Despite the challenge ahead, both Tierney 
and Thiele expressed optimism about Hebron’s 
future. 

“It’s a wonderful town, and I enjoyed working 
here,” Tierney said. “I wish them the best.”

Thiele echoed that sentiment while acknowl-
edging the significance of the moment. “He will 
be missed,” she said. “But I think change brings 
new opportunities and fresh perspectives … 
and we have a lot of work to do in the months 
ahead.”

As Hebron prepares for a leadership transi-
tion, Tierney leaves behind a legacy defined by 
longevity, dedication and a deep connection 
to the community he served for more than 30 
years.

 Tierney

Transfer Station
Hours Change

As of Sunday, March 8, the Hebron Transfer 
Station has now switched to its summer hours, 
which are: Sundays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.Your Voice,

Hebron’s Budget
The Hebron Democratic Town Commit-

tee will hold “Your Voice, Hebron’s Budget” 
on Monday, March 23, at 7 p.m., at Rus-
sell Mercier Senior Center, 12 Stonecroft 
Drive. 

This listening session will feature Dem-
ocratic members of the Town Council, 
Board of Finance, Board of Education, and 
RHAM Board of Education. It is an oppor-
tunity for community members to share 
their thoughts, questions, and priorities 
related to the town budget, Hebron Board 
of Education budget, and RHAM budget. 

The DTC said Democratic town leaders 
will listen and gather input from residents. 
All are invited. For more information, visit 
Hebrondems.com.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: Meets Mondays at 11:30 a.m. in 
Phelps Hall.  All are welcome to read and ex-
plore Stephanie Spellers’ book Church Tomor-
row?  For more information contact the church 
office at 860-228-3244.

Soup for the Body, Soul and Spirit is held 
on Wednesdays during Lent. This includes the 
Love and Kindness Mindful Meditation (4:30-
5 p.m.) led by Carissa Johnson. Following this, 
at 5 p.m., a guided observance of the 14 Stations 
of the Cross will be led by JoAnn Osmond.  A 
Soup and Bread Supper will be served in the 
parish hall beginning at 5:30 p.m. and conclud-
ing by 6:15 p.m. For questions or to participate, 
contact the church office at 860-228-3244.

Lenten Discipline: The parish is participat-
ing in the Lenten Discipline “Holy Habits” led 
by Sister Monica Clare and available at Episco-
palRelief.org/Lent.  All are welcome to partici-

pate in this free series of spiritual reflections.
 Project Hope Dinner Assembly: Saturday, 

March 21, at 2 p.m., in Phelps Hall.
 Cabaret and Dinner: Sunday, March 22, 

beginning at 4 p.m., with the Celtic band Cal-
lithumpians.

Yankee Pot Roast Community Dinner: Sat-
urday, March 28. Meals will be take-out only, 
starting at 4 p.m. A portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to AHM Youth and Family Services 
in Hebron.

Holy Week Services: Palm Sunday, March 
29 (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.); Tenebrae Service, April 
1; Maundy Thursday Supper and Holy Com-
munion, April 2; Good Friday Service, April 
3; Easter services, April 5 at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.  
Contact the parish office for service times

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at 
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir: 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: 
Building and Grounds, Community Events plan-
ning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12). No class March 22 or 29.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, April 2.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 

church office; there are several new ministers 
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This class, 
which runs through April 11, is designed to 
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the 
community through a walking and/or running 
program custom made for your fitness level. 
Finish off the program by completing a 5K. 
Download the app, or contact the church of-
fice for more details. Training sessions normally 
meet at the church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m.; 
however, the club is canceled for this Saturday, 
March 21.

Maple Fest: The church will have a booth at 
the Maple Fest March 21 and 22. You can make 
your own maple slime.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Palm Sunday, 
March 29, at noon, followed by a church open 
house and refreshments. Free and open to all 
ages, the event will include many prizes this 
year, the church said.

Easter Services – Join Us on the Hill!: Seder 
Supper, 4/1, 6 p.m.; Good Friday Service, 4/3, 
7 p.m.; Sunrise Service, 4/5, 6:15 a.m.; Easter 
Worship Service, 4/5, 10 a.m. All at 99 Marjorie 
Circle, Hebron.

Youth Ministry: ‘First Friday’ (on 2nd Fri-
day), April 10, 6:30–9:30 p.m. “Snacks & Scrip-
ture” Sunday, April 19, right after service.

Explore Horton Property March 29
All are invited to join Hebron Center History 

on Sunday, March 29, at 2 p.m., at the Raymond 
Brook Preserve, 52 Kinney Rd., for an in-depth 
Walking Tour of the Horton Property at 17 Kin-
ney Rd. 

In this guided walk, you will: explore how the 
ancient geological and glacial history of the area 
shaped the landscape seen today; discover what 
the land was like when the Paleoindians arrived 
12,000 years ago; and walk among the stone wall 
laneways that were created over 200 years ago 
to protect the glacial soil. You will also learn 

how all this history comes together to form the 
Raymond Brook Watershed, a source of Class A 
water. 

The Walking Tour will cover about 1 mile and 
last about 45 minutes. The ground is fairly level 
with a small slope, but areas can be muddy, so 
boots are recommended. Light rain is okay; just 
bring an umbrella. In case of heavy rain, the 
walk will be postponed one week. 

For more information, visit Save Hebron 
Center on Facebook.

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service
All are invited to celebrate Easter at He-

bron’s annual Ecumenical Sunrise Service on 
Sunday, April 5, at 6:30 a.m. 

This special service will take place in the 
field behind Gilead Congregational Church, 
UCC (672 Gilead St.), with leaders from He-
bron faith communities coming together to 
guide all in worship.

In case of inclement weather, the service 
will be moved indoors to the sanctuary of 
Gilead Congregational. Following the service, 
light refreshments will be available in the Fel-
lowship Hall for all to enjoy.

Gilead Congregational’s Easter festivities 
continue with a traditional service at 10 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary. All are also invited

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com
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Town Officials Grapple with Proposed 10% Budget Increase 
By Toriana Williams

Hebron officials discussed a significant and 
somewhat controversial budget increase for the 
2026-27 fiscal year during a joint Town Council 
and Board of Finance meeting held on March 
3. Town leaders emphasized that the proposal 
was a work in progress and is likely to change as 
discussions continue.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney spoke on the 
proposed $46.83 million spending plan during 
the meeting. The number represents a $4.32 
million increase, or 10.15%, over the current 
fiscal year.

As presented, the plan would result in a pro-
jected mill rate of 41.37 for real estate and per-
sonal property, a 4.52 increase over the current 
rate of 36.85. The motor vehicle mill rate will 
remain capped at 32.46 under state law.

The mill rate climb would translate to a tax in-
crease of $1,123 for the average Hebron home-
owner. According to Tierney, a house assessed 
at $248,360 would see taxes rise to roughly 
$10,275 under the proposal, reflecting a sizable 
jump compared to the current year.

Board of Finance member Brian O’Reilly, 
a Republican, said “10% just doesn’t seem like 
it’s gonna fly.” The comment easily captured the 
tone of skepticism that was found throughout 
Tierney’s presentation.

While 10.15% is indeed an eye-catching fig-
ure, Tierney repeatedly stressed that the num-
bers are preliminary. 

“This budget remains a working document,” 
he said, and noted that several numbers are 
placeholders that are subject to revision as new 
information becomes available.

Still, early reactions from town leaders sug-
gest there will be pressure to bring the final 
number down. Town Council chair Tiffany 
Thiele, a Democrat, made clear she would not 
support a final budget that resulted in a mill rate 
exceeding 40, calling such a figure “irrespon-
sible.” Other officials echoed similar concerns, 
with some suggesting even a rate above 38 could 
face resistance from voters.

Three Major Components
As in previous years, the proposed budget is 

made up of three primary components: town 
government, local education and the RHAM 

school district assessment
The largest share of the budget comes from 

education-related costs. The Hebron Board of 
Education is set at $15.74 million, a $1.4 million 
increase, or 9.78%, over the current year. Mean-
while, Hebron’s levy for the RHAM BOE totaled 
approximately $18.01 million, driven partially 
by a rise in the town’s student population share 
within the district.

The town government portion itself was pro-
posed at $13.08 million and reflects a 12.7% 
increase. Officials noted that this portion was 
influenced both by internal costs and external 
obligations, including the RHAM levy and em-
ployee-related expenses.

Balancing Services with Taxpayer Impact
Throughout the meeting, officials repeatedly 

returned to a central challenge: how to main-
tain town services while keeping tax increases 
within reason. 

“I don’t want to dismantle service,” shared 
O’Reilly, “I just want to ensure … long-term fi-
nancial health for Hebron and the referendum 
viability.” 

That tension, between preserving services 
and limiting the tax burden, is most likely to in-
fluence discussions moving forward.

Recent budget cycles have shown just how 
narrow that balance can be. Last year’s budget, 
according to Thiele, passed by only a slim mar-
gin at referendum. “I even thought last year was 
a stretch … and that passed with 12 votes. So it 
was very, very close,” she said.

Budget Drivers
Tierney outlined several factors that contrib-

uted to the overall budget increase. Among the 
most notable are contractual salary increases, 
rising medical insurance costs and expanded 
funding for capital improvements. Surrounding 
towns have also experienced similar increases 
in these areas.

Hebron also proposed a substantial increase 
in its Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), with a 
recommended contribution of roughly $1.16 
million. While officials stated this investment is 
necessary to maintain infrastructure and equip-
ment, Tierney acknowledged that even this 
higher funding level does not fully address the 

town’s long-term capital needs.
Additional cost pressures include increased 

demand for engineering services, which officials 
say has been underbudgeted in recent years due 
to a growing number of projects requiring stud-
ies and redesigns.

Capital Projects, Long-Term Planning
The CIP portion of the budget included fund-

ing for a range of projects, from road improve-
ments to major equipment purchase. Among 
the most significant was a proposed $700,000 
contribution toward a new rescue pumper 
fire truck, which would be partially offset by a 
$500,000 grant.

Other planned investments included road re-
surfacing, facility upgrades and infrastructure 
improvements, which reflected what officials 
described as ongoing efforts to maintain the 
town and its property.

Even with said investments, officials ac-
knowledged that Hebron still faces significant 
long-term capital needs, which could potential-
ly require future bonding or additional funding 
strategies.

Staffing Proposals, Reductions
The proposal included several new or ex-

panded staffing positions, including a full-time 
facilities director, an assistant assessor for the 
town and adjustments within the fire depart-
ment. Tierney noted that some of these addi-
tions were intended to improve efficiency and 
reduce reliance on part-time or per diem staff-
ing.

Revenue Challenges, Grand List Growth
On the revenue side, the town continued to 

face constraints. Hebron’s October 2025 Grand 
List of assessable properties grew by just 0.62%, 
which limited the town’s ability to generate ad-
ditional tax revenue without ultimately raising 
the mill rate.

Council and board members expressed 
concern about the sustainability of increasing 
spending at a much faster rate than Grand List 
growth. 

“The Grand List growing under 1% for the 
town to have an increase of 10%, it’s just not sus-
tainable long-term,” said O’Reilly. Some pointed 
to the town’s heavy reliance on residential prop-
erty taxes and noted the lack of commercial and 
industrial development as a long-standing chal-
lenge.

Next Steps
As the budget process moves forward, town 

leaders stressed the importance of transparency 
and public engagement. “I just think the public 
needs to see that we’re doing our due diligence 
and asking concentrated questions,” said Thiele.

The budget process will continue throughout 
March and April, with multiple opportunities 
for public input. A public hearing is scheduled 
for March 24, followed by additional review by 
the Board of Finance.

Ultimately, voters will have the final say at the 
referendum that is scheduled for May 5 at He-
bron Elementary School, where the challenge 
will be finding a balance between maintaining 
services and securing public approval.

Councilor Jan Lawrence, a Democrat, put it 
as the town must “find ways to generate income 
… because we do need these services.”

Maple by Moonlight
As a kickoff to 2026 Hebron Maple Festival 

weekend, The Town Center Project is spon-
soring the third annual Maple by Moonlight 
Gala. This adult-centered event will be hosted 
by Colebrook Village at Hebron on Friday, 
March 20, from 6:30-9 p.m.

Reminisce about Maple Festivals of years 
gone by and enjoy maple-themed food and 
beverages as you dance the evening away. 

Attire is fancy flannel or formal. The eve-
ning will include a guest appearance by Chris-
ta Steiner, the reigning Miss Constitution 
State 2026.

Tickets are $70 per person and include 
a thank-you gift and two drink tickets. Or, 
gather a few friends and reserve a table for 
four for $250. Get your tickets at tinyurl.com/
maplegala.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 3/21 – Gilead Church’s Maple-
fest Craft Fair from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Fellowship 
Hall); Sunday, 3/22 – Sunday Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary; Online; 
Livestreamed); Sunday, 3/22 – Coffee Hour 
at 11 a.m.; Sunday, 3/22 – Resurrection Now: 
Week Five of our Lenten Series at 11:30 a.m. 
(Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); Sunday, 3/22 – 
Board of Missions Meeting at 11:30 a.m. (Parish 
House); Sunday, 3/22 – Youth Group: Monthly 
Meeting at 6 p.m. (Fellowship Hall Classroom); 

Monday, 3/23 – Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online 
via Zoom); Tuesday, 3/24 – AA Meeting at 7:30 
p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 3/25 – Wise 
Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); 
Wednesday, 3/25 – Book Group at 10:45 a.m. 
(Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 3/25 – Choir 
Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); 
Thursday, 3/26 – Deacons Meeting at 7 p.m. 
(Parish House)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion 
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The 
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m. 

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, April 3, 6 p.m. 
Come to the Fellowship Hall on the first Friday 
night of every month to watch movies and share 
food and company.  No RSVP necessary. 

Local Artist on Display
Hebron resident Chuck Paprzyca will be 

showing a comprehensive collection of his art at 
the Douglas Library the month of March. 

His work, which spans the last 50 years, in-
cludes such subjects as landmarks, landscapes, 
waterscapes and flora and fauna. A wide array 
of originals and prints will be available for pur-
chase, with a portion of sales benefitting the li-
brary. 

Paprzyca’s art can be found on his website at 
www.cpapart.com.

Easter Egg Hunt
Christ Lutheran Church is having its annual 

Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, at 11 a.m. 
This event will be at the church located at 330 
Church St., Amston. 

This event is open to the community. All chil-
dren 12 and under are invited to participate. 
Bring your Easter baskets to collect the eggs.  
Refreshments will be served after the collection 
of eggs.  

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

2026 Hebron Maple Festival Sap Run 5K: 
Saturday, March 21. Fee is $30. Register online 
at runsignup.com/saprun5k.

Pickleball Clinics: At Hebron Elementary 
School. Clinic for beginners will be Wednes-
days, March 25 or April 8, from 5-6:30 p.m., and 
clinic for intermediate level players will be held 
Wednesdays, March 18 or April 1, from 5-6:30 
p.m. 

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays, 
April 21-June 2, at Gilead Hill School. Whether 
you’re new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner, 
all are welcome. 

Tai Chi: Thursdays, April 23-June 4 (no class 
May 21), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. 
This is a low-impact form of exercise focusing 
on a series of slow, graceful, and continuous 
movements. This program is open to adults of 
all fitness levels. No prior experience is neces-
sary. 

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 
p.m., at Gilead Hill School. Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. Also, there is a new once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules 
Christians should break as often as possible.” 
There are two day/time options to attend: the 
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the 
second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4, 11 a.m., 

open to all children 12 and under.
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief
Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and older 

or 100% Social Security disabled is offered in 
conformance with eligibility requirements and 
specifications of state enabling legislation. The 
Hebron Assessor’s office will accept applications 
through May 15. 

The maximum income limits set for the Oct. 
1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, $46,300; 
Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 federal 
income tax return with supporting documents 
(if filed), including a 1099 Social Security state-

ment, must be presented at time of application. 
Social Security disabled applicants must also 
present proof of disability dated within three 
years of application. If no tax return is filed, 
all taxable and non-taxable income statements 
must be presented at time of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by 
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-5971 
ext. 126.

Calling All Hebron Artists!
The Hebron Creative Collective will hold 

the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May 
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in 
Hebron.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate 
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash 
prizes totaling $500. 

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to 
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork. 
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc), 
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24 
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two 
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22 
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for 
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be 
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-
ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is 

$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes 
totalling $500 will be awarded based on use of 
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency 
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will 
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should 
be cropped to art’s edges, well-lit, and at least 
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on 
April 17. 	

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine 
artist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes 
in oils and pastels, and is known for her land-
scapes and wildlife paintings. She has won many 
awards and her art is in private collections all 
over the world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.
com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application 
and submission guidelines. Questions can be 
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.
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Two Found Dead in Hebron
By Toriana Williams

Connecticut State Police are investigating 
the deaths of two individuals found early Fri-
day morning at a residence in Hebron.

Police identified the deceased as Diana 
Enamorado Perdomo, 44, whose death is be-
ing investigated as a homicide, and Gregorio 
Calihua-Mantiel, 44, whose death is being in-
vestigated as a suicide pending confirmation 
from the Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner.

According to police, troopers from Troop K 
responded around 3:30 a.m. on March 13 to a 
reported disturbance at 50 Main Street. When 
officers arrived, they established a perimeter 
around the residence and requested assistance 
from the State Police Tactical Team, which 
made a forced entry into the home.

Inside, authorities discovered the two indi-
viduals deceased.

The nearby RHAM middle and high 
schools were closed Friday, as a result of the 
investigation, while the Hebron Elementary 
and Gilead Hill schools operated on a three-
hour delay.

The Brick Cantina Mexican restaurant, 
which is located next to the residence where 
the bodies were found, was also closed all day 
on Friday. In a Facebook post, the restaurant 
said the incident “directly impacted our Brick 
Cantina family,” but added it would not be 
providing any further details.

The restaurant reopened at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
and wrote on Facebook it would be donat-
ing proceeds to the Connecticut Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence.

Police said the investigation remains ongo-
ing, and additional information will be re-
leased as it becomes available.

Former Employee Arrested 
Again on Larceny Charge 

By Toriana Williams
A former municipal employee for the town 

of Hebron has been arrested for a second time, 
after an expanded investigation into missing 
town funds revealed she had stolen more than 
$85,000 from the town, according to state po-
lice.

Adrian MacLean, 52, of Lisbon, was the 
former revenue collector for the Town of He-
bron. She was taken into custody on March 
9 and charged with first-degree larceny and 
first-degree computer crime, according to Con-
necticut State Police. Authorities set her bond 
at $200,000, and she is scheduled to appear in 
Rockville Superior Court on March 30.

The case began in July 2025 when town of-
ficials discovered a $6,310 cash shortage in the 
tax collector’s office vault. MacLean admitted to 
taking the money for personal use, later resign-
ing via email and repaying the amount, police 
said. MacLean was arrested that September on a 
lesser charge of second-degree larceny. 

However, a forensic audit revealed a scheme 
far more extensive than originally believed. In-
vestigators determined that between 2021 and 
2025, MacLean allegedly manipulated the town’s 
tax collection software to conceal diverted pay-
ments. By voiding and re-entering transactions 
under alternate system terminals, she was able 
to credit taxpayer accounts without recording 
the payments in official financial reports.

According to the forensic review, approxi-

mately $85,000 in losses 
were identified, though 
officials believe the to-
tal may be higher due to 
incomplete records. The 
report described a long-
term pattern consistent 
with both “skimming” 
and “lapping,” enabled by 
a lack of oversight and 
MacLean’s near-exclusive 
control over the financial 
processes.

MacLean was previously arrested in Septem-
ber 2025 on a lesser charge and released on a 
promise to appear. The new changes follow ad-
ditional investigative work by state police and 
prosecutors after the forensic findings were re-
viewed.

In a statement, Hebron officials said they are 
working to strengthen internal controls and re-
store public trust, while continuing to cooperate 
with the ongoing investigation.

“Work is underway by town officials to 
strengthen policies, procedures, and training 
measures to ensure that this cannot happen 
again in the future,” the Town Council wrote. 
“The town will implement all appropriate mea-
sures to restore public trust and work with the 
forensic auditors to ensure that their recom-
mendations and best practices are in place to 
protect Hebron taxpayers.”

Adrian MacLean

Goals of New PAC: Taxpayer Oversight,
‘Fiscal Responsibility’

A new political action committee, Hebron 
VOICE (Voters for Oversight, Integrity, and Cost 
Efficiency) announced this week it has formed “to 
advocate for responsible fiscal stewardship and to 
ensure that residents have a strong voice in deci-
sions affecting the town’s financial future.”

The organization was formed by a group of He-
bron residents who, in a press release, said they 
are “concerned about the long-term sustainabil-
ity of rising municipal spending and the impact it 
may have on local taxpayers.”

The founding members cited recent propos-
als such as the approximately $30 million De-
partment of Public Works facility project and a 
proposed 10% increase in the town budget as ex-
amples of decisions that deserve careful scrutiny 
and robust public discussion.

Hebron VOICE said it aims to encourage 
transparency, thoughtful planning, and commu-
nity engagement in town financial decisions.

“Hebron is a wonderful community, and we all 
want it to thrive,” said Rob Poudrier, Chair of He-
bron VOICE. “But we also have a responsibility to 
ensure that the town’s spending remains sustain-
able for taxpayers. Hebron VOICE was created to 
help give residents a stronger voice in decisions 
that affect their taxes and the long-term financial 
health of our town.”

The PAC’s leadership team includes: Rob 
Poudrier – Chair; Mike Kozyra – Vice Chair; 

Charles Daniels – Treasurer; and Jessica Peck – 
Deputy Treasurer.

Kozyra emphasized the importance of com-
munity engagement in major financial decisions. 

“Large capital projects and significant budget 
increases deserve careful evaluation and mean-
ingful public input,” Kozyra said. “Our goal is to 
encourage thoughtful conversation about priori-
ties and affordability so that decisions reflect the 
interests of the entire community.”

Daniels said the group will focus on promoting 
fiscal transparency and responsible budgeting. 

“Residents work hard for their money, and 
they deserve confidence that tax dollars are be-
ing spent wisely,” Daniels said. “Hebron VOICE 
will work to highlight the financial implications 
of major proposals and encourage responsible, 
well-planned investments.”

Peck added that the organization hopes to fos-
ter constructive civic participation.

“Our mission is not just about budgets – it’s 
about engagement,” Peck said. “We want to help 
ensure that taxpayers understand the issues fac-
ing the town and feel empowered to participate in 
the decisions that shape Hebron’s future.”

Hebron VOICE plans to share information 
about town finances, encourage community 
dialogue, and advocate for transparency and ac-
countability in local government decision-mak-
ing.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: CHF Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and 
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times 
and more information about the parish.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110). 

Lenten Daily Mass and Reconciliation 
Changes: For Lent, a Monday 6 p.m. Mass at 
CHF has been added with Reconciliation avail-
able beforehand starting at 5:15 p.m. Also, the 
Tuesday evening Adoration and Mass times at 
CHF will be 4:45 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively.

Stations of the Cross: Held every Friday dur-
ing Lent, at 4 p.m. at STC, and 7 p.m. at CHF.

Holy Week: Please note Mass time changes 
for Palm & Easter Sundays. Palm Sunday: 
March 28 Vigil, 5 p.m. (CHF) with donkeys; and 
Sunday, March 29, 8:30 a.m. (STC) with don-
keys; and 10:30 a.m. (CHF). Holy Thursday, 
April 2: 7:30 p.m. (CHF). Good Friday, April 
3: Service, 3 p.m. (CHF); Tenebrae, 7:30 p.m. 
(STC); Easter Vigil, April 4: 8 p.m. (CHF); and 
Easter Sunday, April 5: 8:30 a.m. (STC); and 
10:30 a.m. (CHF).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This 
new parish ministry supports trafficked survi-
vors and victims in Connecticut. Items needed: 
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new 
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and 
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera, 
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact 
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.

Cereal & Meatloves for CSK: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) 
in Willimantic; the next date is April 12. Cere-
al donations are also welcome any time; place 

bagged donations in the oak collection box 
near the CHF Robing Room. The parish also 
provides meatloaves to CSK each month. You 
can deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer 
in the garage (use side entrance) closest to the 
CHF Parish House or the freezer in the STC 
church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. 
Meatloaves are delivered the next day. The next 
due date is March 24. Contact Diane (860-508-
9959) for more information.

Lenten Food Drives: Knights of Columbus 
Council 11835 is sponsoring food drives dur-
ing Lent (through March 29), at STC to benefit 
CSK, and at CHF for Hebron Interfaith Human 
Services. See the parish bulletin and flyers post-
ed on the bulletin boards for the list of needs 
and more information.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & 
dryer sheets; toiletries & women’s personal hy-
giene products; household cleaning products 
& 13- & 33-39-gallon trash bags (available at 
Home Depot – HD brand); men’s crew neck T-
shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s 
briefs (sizes 6-10); hand & body warmers; men’s 
& women’s wool socks and new or gently-used 
clean sweatshirts, sweatpants and hoodies; and 
XL cold weather sleeping bags and 8x10 tarps 
for the Outreach Program. Place bagged dona-
tions in the oak collection box next to the CHF 
Cry Room or the designated bin in the STC 
entryway. Contact Monica (860-228-4211) for 
more information.

Tax Abatement Applications Available
Applications for property tax abatements are 

available for Hebron residents. There is a town 
ordinance that defers property taxes when those 
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from 
any source.  

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax 
liability would be capped at $2,400.  The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400.  The abatement would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1. 

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated 

would be repaid when a property is sold or 
transferred through probate.  Abated taxes 
would accrue at an interest rate which is signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent 
taxes (18%).  The interest rate is currently 4.25% 
and is reviewed annually by the Town Council. 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971.  Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is May 31.   

‘Day of Tears’ Program on April 12
 A special program and discussion highlight-

ing the largest sale of enslaved people in Ameri-
can history will be held in Hebron on Sunday, 
April 12 from 3-6 p.m. The event is sponsored 
by Sanctuary Performing Arts and the Coalition 
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) and will be held 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St.

On March 2 and 3, 1859, the largest auction of 
enslaved people in American history took place 
in Savannah, Ga. More than 400 men, women 
and children were sold. As the auction began, 
the skies darkened and a torrential rain began 
to fall. The rain continued for two days, stop-
ping only when the auction ended. Those days 
became known as “The Weeping Time.”

This staged reading is told by those who lived 
it: the enslaver, the seller, and the husbands, 
wives and lovers who clung to the desperate 
hope of keeping their families intact. It is based 
on the novel Day of Tears by Julius Lester, who 
granted his permission for this adaptation.

 “Day of Tears ensures our true history is 
never erased,” said Laurie Maria Cabral, who 
adapted Julius Lester’s novel for the stage, and 
who directs the performances.

 A reception will follow the program in St. 
Peter’s parish hall. It will feature hors d’oeuvres 
and a discussion with the Day of Tears director 
and cast. 

 Registration is strongly recommended, but 
tickets may be available at the door. Reserva-
tions can be made at www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/day-of-tears-mlk-event. Ticket costs 
are $20 for adults and $5 for youth.

For anyone who registered for the event origi-
nally scheduled for January (but was postponed 
due to weather), their ticket will be honored on 
April 12. If that date no longer works for some-
one who registered previously, they can email 
CoDE at code.diversity1@gmail.com and re-
quest a refund.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1 
p.m. March 20, Now You See Me, Now You Don’t 
(PG-13); March 27, F1 (PG-13). Popcorn and 
water are provided.

Edible Landscaping: Monday, March 30, 
6:30 p.m. Join Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable 
Lea Farm for a common-sense approach to 
“Foodscaping”. Whether you are a beginner or a 
seasoned gardener, this workshop will give you 
the practical skills to add “curb appeal you can 
eat” to your home.

Artist of the Month: All are invited to view 
artwork by Hebron artist Chuck Paprzyca.  

Knit-Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. All levels and 
all fiber crafts are welcome. 

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their 
skills.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every 
Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling all builders!!!  Get 
creative and build some Lego creations.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.
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ANSWERS TO PUZZLE PAGE 39

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COMARRINGTON REAL ESTATE
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 4/2/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Memorial Day Parade Coming
On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its an-

nual Memorial Day Parade. The parade is a com-
munity effort and the local groups are encouraged 
to participate to make this event a success.

Each contingent willing to march or prepare 
a float will be able to obtain an application form 
online, from the Colchester first selectman’s of-
fice or at Town Hall after March 31; email aed-
wards@colchesterct.gov. 

The parade committee expects to have several 
military units represented, including the Army 
National Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. Navy, 

U.S. Marine Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard, and the 
Air Force Reserve.

The theme of this year’s parade will be “Col-
chester Honors 250 Years of Heroes.” There will 
also be a grand marshal and guest speaker who 
will soon be nominated. Residents of Colchester 
can offer suggestions for these positions to the 
parade committee.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again 
award prizes for the best volunteer marching 
unit, best float meeting this year’s parade theme, 
and most creative float. 

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Holy Week Schedule: March 29, Palm Sun-
day Processional, 9 a.m.; April 2: Maundy 
Thursday Tenebrae, 7 p.m., featuring The Last 
Supper – remember the last night Jesus spent 
with his disciples; April 3: Good Friday Stations 
of the Cross Service, noon – walk throughout 
the sanctuary from station to station and con-
template the seven last words Jesus spoke from 
the cross; April 5, Easter Sunday: Sunrise Ser-

vice at Lake Hayward at 6:15 a.m., and a Wor-
ship Service with Communion at 9 a.m. 

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through 
June.

Cougars Comedy Night
The Colchester Cougars Youth Football and 

Cheer will host a Comedy Night Wednesday, 
March 25, at Bacon Academy, featuring na-
tional touring comedian Corey Rodrigues.

The evening will also feature 50/50 raffles 
and themed raffle baskets. 

All funds raised will go toward the Cougars’ 
$30,000 fundraising goal to update the orga-
nization’s colors to better match Bacon Acad-
emy and Colchester youth sports colors, while 
aligning more closely with Lyman Memorial 

High School. 
Colchester Cougars Youth Football and 

Cheer serves families in Colchester, Lebanon, 
East Haddam/Moodus, Salem, Bozrah and 
East Hampton. 

Tickets are $30 in advance or $40 at the 
door. However, tickets are expected to sell 
quickly, so advance purchase is recom-
mended. For tickets, visit tinyurl.com/Cou-
garsComedy.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. Credit cards 
are currently not accepted. For full descriptions 
of programs and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/colches-
ter-senior-center.

Monday, March 23: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 
a.m., Learn to Sign, Senior Spotlight; 11 a.m.-
noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, March 24: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 
1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m., 
Wellness Nights. 

Wednesday, March 25: 9 a.m., Making Mem-
ories, Walking Group, Waffle Day Breakfast; 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 10 a.m., Adult Color-

ing, Hand and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be Fit 
Video; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, March 26: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., 
Yoga; noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 
p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 
p.m., Knit & Crochet, Handsewn Mini Quilts ; 
4-8 p.m., Wellness Nights.  

Friday, March 27: 9 a.m., Social Service 
Hours, Open Art Studio; 10:30 a.m., Choral 
Group; 11 a.m., Yoga, Lunch Bunch; 1:15 p.m., 
Bingo. 

Healthy Food Series: Making Meals Ahead 
for Healthy Living: Tuesday, March 31, 10:30 
a.m. Look at various ways to meal prep, tools 
that make prepping easier, storage options and 
various recipes for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
Several recipe samples will be shared. This is a 
free program. Registration is required.

Pierogies for Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester 

will have homemade pierogies for sale Saturday, 
March 21. To place your order, call Brenda at 
860-365-0281. 

There are about 200 dozen available, so call 
Brenda ASAP to make sure you get them, the 
church advised.
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Fornarelli’s Family Recipe for Success

John Fornarelli, right, and his son Vito are co-owners of the popular Fornarelli’s 
restaurant in Colchester. They’re pictured in front of a portrait of John’s parents in 
Italy. “[My grandfather] is holding a pigeon and a cigarette,” Vito laughed. “Why a 
pigeon?” the Rivereast asked – the answer: unknown.

By Toriana Williams
In Colchester, a father and son duo are shar-

ing their love of food with the community 
through their restaurant, Fornarelli’s. For co-
owners John Fornarelli and his son Vito, the 
restaurant is more than a business. It tells of a 
family’s story built on tradition, hard work and 
a passion for cooking that began long before the 
doors opened.

John’s love of food started in Italy. Born in 
Bari, he learned to cook from his mother while 
growing up. Those early lessons shaped the way 
he still thinks about food today. “The whole 
thing with me is I have inspiration from my 
mother,” John shared. “She’s the one who taught 
me pretty much all about the food.”

His mother passed down more than recipes. 
She passed down a passion for cooking and a 
belief that food should be simple, fresh and 
made with care. John, who has spent most of his 
life involved with food, said he has been around 
restaurants for years. 

“I’ve been in it all my life,” he said.
Now approaching his late 60s, John still puts 

that passion into every part of the restaurant. 
One of his daily jobs is picking out ingredients 
himself. He personally selects seafood, meats 
and other items to make sure customers get the 
best quality possible. 

“I make it my job to go out and pick every-
thing,” he said. “I go out and get our fish … all 
of it.”

John’s son, Vito, grew up around that same 
love for food. While his father learned cooking 
in Italy, Vito learned the restaurant business by 
working in it as a teenager. “I started dishwash-
ing … when I was 16, 17,” Vito shared.

Those early jobs helped him learn how res-
taurants operate from the ground up. Today, he 
is 35 years old and has been in the industry for 
nearly two decades. While John focuses heav-
ily on ingredients and food quality, Vito handles 
the day-to-day operations of the restaurant. 
Together, the two say their roles balance each 
other.

However, the family’s restaurant journey did 
not begin in Colchester. In 2013, the two opened 
a restaurant in New Haven. This first venture 
helped the pair learn the challenges of running 
their own business. But the road was not always 
easy. Rising rents eventually forced them to 
close the New Haven restaurant in 2018.

After leaving New Haven, they opened an-
other restaurant in Hartford. Unfortunately, the 

timing could not have been worse. Soon after 
opening, the coronavirus pandemic shut down 
businesses across the country. “We were open 
two months and then COVID came,” said John.

Despite the difficulties, the father and son 
continued working toward a longtime goal: 
opening a restaurant closer to home in Colches-
ter. Both had lived in the area for many years 
and wanted to bring their style of Italian cook-
ing to the community. “We wanted to bring our 
food, our family style food that was what I’ve 
been eating all my life here,” John said.

Construction delays caused by the pandemic 
slowed their plans, but eventually the restaurant 
opened in April 2022. Since then, the restaurant 
has grown into a popular local spot.

The goal of Fornarelli’s is simple: serve high-
quality food with a strong sense of family. The 
restaurant’s philosophy focuses on cooking 
meals from scratch and using fresh ingredients 
whenever possible.

“Our culture here is what we call high-quality 
food with family values,” said John. 

Many dishes are made only after customers 
order them, and the restaurant avoids heavy 
sauces and extra ingredients that can hide natu-
ral flavors. “We want you to taste the flavor of 
the food,” John explained.

The eatery’s menu includes many Italian fa-
vorites, but they also add their own touches. 
“Our chicken parm … is phenomenal,” John 
said with a grin. Fresh seafood is another high-
light. Customers often order fish dishes and 
scallops, which John personally sources. “We go 
through quite a bit of fish here,” he laughed.

Beyond the food, Fornarelli’s also offers a 
full experience for guests. The restaurant serves 
craft cocktails made with fresh juice instead 
of bottled mixes. Vito takes pride in the drink 
menu and the creativity behind it. “Everything 
we use is fresh,” he said.

Downstairs, the restaurant has a lounge area 
called the Grotto. The space hosts live music, 
comedy shows and other events that bring peo-
ple together. “We bring a lot of local bands in,” 
Vito shared. 

The restaurant also offers private events like 
baby showers, rehearsal dinners, holiday par-
ties, and even celebrations of life. These gather-
ings have helped Fornarelli’s become part of the 
community as the community becomes part of 
the restaurant.

Both owners said they value the connection 
with their customers. John often walks through 

the dining room greeting guests and checking 
on their meals. “I always say hello,” he said. 

Their goal is to make every visitor feel com-
fortable. “You come in as a guest and you leave 
as family,” John added.

The restaurant also supports local programs 
and charities. The owners donate to events and 
help raise money for local schools, including 
Bacon Academy which Vito attended as a child.

As the restaurant grows, father and son con-
tinue to look for new ideas. They plan to expand 
their lunch offerings and host additional special 
events throughout the year. They are also pre-
paring to add something exciting to the menu: 
cheese wheel pasta. The dish will feature pasta 

tossed inside a large wheel of cheese, allowing 
it to melt and coat the noodles with rich flavor, 
offering a beautiful and delicious view into Ital-
ian cooking.

Through all of their plans, the heart of the 
restaurant remains the same. For John and Vito 
alike, Fornarelli’s is about sharing the food they 
grew up with and the values they learned from 
family.

After decades in the food business and sev-
eral restaurant openings, their mission is still 
simple: “Continue to offer the best quality of 
food,” John stated. In Colchester, that dedica-
tion is helping the two turn family tradition into 
a lasting local favorite.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.  

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Facebook.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. It’s an 
open discussion on the theme: How does God 
fit in this thing called life?

Clothing Swap Coming Soon: The church 
will host a Church Clothing Swap, and is look-
ing for donations. All are asked to donate gently 
used clean clothing. All sizes are welcome—
men, women, teens, and children. Date: Satur-
day, March 28, 9 a.m.-noon. 

Upcoming Outreach: Vacation Bible School 
is coming in July. Operation Christmas Child 
will also come up later this year; boxes and 
packing guides will be available at the church. 
All are invited to participate in this outreach 
program. 

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and 
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, March 20, 6-8 p.m., at 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. Cost: 
$25/ team. Preregistration required. A maxi-
mum of 10 teams of four will be allowed (one 
person per team should register). Come with 
a team or come alone and Parks and Rec. will 
connect you with people. Children can be in-
cluded on a team, but there must be at least four 
adults on each team. Additional Puzzlepalooza 
date: April 24.

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays, April 
1-May 20, 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate 
School, for ages 15 and older. This is a HIIT-
style dance workout. Cost is $60 per resident, 
$65 per nonresident; drop-ins are welcome, at 
$12 per class. Minimum of 4 participants re-
quired, with a maximum of 30 allowed.

Self-Defense for Adults: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m., at 
360 Defense, 52 Mill St., for ages 12 and up. 
Come try out Krav Maga and kickboxing to get 
a full body workout and learn practical self-de-
fense. Cost is $120 (five weeks, two classes per 

week). Minimum of one participant required, 
with a maximum of 12. 

Auditions for Shakespeare on the Green: 
Twelfth Night: Colchester Actors’ Theatre is 
holding auditions Wednesday, April 15, and 
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the Youth Cen-
ter, 95 Norwich Ave., for this summer’s outdoor 
production of Twelfth Night by William Shake-
speare. All roles are being cast. All actors age 16 
and up are invited to audition, and are asked to 
prepare contrasting classical or Shakespearean 
monologues for the audition. Pre-registration is 
encouraged to reserve an audition spot. Walk-
ins are also welcome. Show dates are June 25th 
and 26th on the Town Green in Colchester. 
Contact parksandrec@colchesterct.gov with 
any questions or to reserve an audition time.

Lions Club Accepting Grant Applications
The Colchester Lions Club is now accepting 

applications for grant requests from commu-
nity groups and organizations, in preparation 
for its annual Community Night of Giving in 
May.

Organizations should be prepared to dem-
onstrate how the funds would be used to 
benefit the community. Applications can be 
found on the club’s website (colchesterlions.

org), or may be obtained in writing: Colches-
ter Lions Club, P.O. Box 423, Colchester, CT, 
06415. Completed applications must be sub-
mitted by March 20.

Serving the community since 1949, the 
Colchester Lions give back all profits raised 
to groups and organizations in the commu-
nity, in addition to Lions’ causes in the region, 
state, country and world.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner – Wrights 
Farm & Bally’s Twin River Casino: Thursday, 
April 16, departing at 10:15 a.m. Your meal con-
sists of dinner rolls, salad with the farm’s classic 
Italian dressing, pasta with red sauce, French 
fries, and Wright’s famous baked chicken. Leave 
room for ice cream for dessert. After time in the 
gift shop, there will be a visit to Bally’s Twin Riv-
er Casino. Cost is $115 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch; it does not include a 
casino bonus at this time. Space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday, 
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire 
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the 
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu 
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided 
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in 
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost 
is $167 per person, and includes transportation 
and lunch. Space is limited. 

Goodspeed – Jesus Christ Superstar & 
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3, 
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see 
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the 
Gelston House. 

City Island Lobster House – Bronx, N.Y.: 

Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a 
scenic ride across the bridge from the Bronx 
to City Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at 
City Island Lobster House, and afternoon shop-
ping at Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171 
per person, which includes transportation and 
lunch. 

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one, experi-
ence an authentic Amish dinner prepared by an 
Amish family. Overnight accommodation will 
be at the Comfort Suites Amish Country. On 
day two, visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature 
Horse Farm, then go to Sight & Sound Theater 
for Joshua. Cost is $509 per person (double or 
triple occupancy) and includes the motorcoach, 
one night hotel, one breakfast, one dinner, ad-
missions, tour escort, driver and tour director 
gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4 -17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, immersive local tours, au-
thentic food, culture in Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest, and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night 
trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12 
breakfasts, one lunch, and six Dinners). Contact 
senior center staff for availability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13 -16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly 
on the beach. Explore Assateague Island, visit 
the historic town of Berlin and board the As-
sateague Tour Cruise and look for dolphins, 
horses, and more. Also, explore Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse, visit the Discover Sea Museum and 
enjoy an afternoon on the boardwalk. Cost is 
$949/person (double or triple occupancy).

Military Veteran
Coffee House

The next Colchester Military Veteran 
Coffee House will be held at Cragin Me-
morial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., on Satur-
day, March 21, from 10 a.m.-noon. 

All military veterans, male and female, 
are welcome. Contact Mary Gura with 
questions or suggestions for speakers at 
860-537-2921. 
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Nocturnal Pollinators Program
The Colchester Garden Club invites all to 

learn about the importance of the often-over-
looked nighttime pollinators at its meeting 
Tuesday, March 24, at 6 p.m., at Cragin Memo-
rial Library, Norton Room A. 

Margery Winters, longtime naturalist and as-
sistant director at Roaring Brook Nature Center 
in Canton, will present “Gardening Under the 
Stars; Saving our Nocturnal Pollinators.” Ad-

mission is free.
The Colchester Garden Club is an all-vol-

unteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with 
members in Colchester and eight other Con-
necticut towns. For more information about 
the club visit www.colchesterct.gov/colchester-
garden-club or contact colchestergardenclub@
yahoo.com.

Lions To Host
‘Coconuts’ Comedy Show
The Colchester Lions Club will host an eve-

ning with Coconuts - Boomer Humor Comedy 
Rock Band on Friday, March 27, at St. Joseph’s 
Polish Society, 395 South Main St.

 The Coconuts’ blend of music and humor in-
cludes parodies, sing-alongs, comedy numbers, 
and rock and roll from the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m., and the show will 
start at 7 p.m. Outside beverages are not per-
mitted, but snacks are welcome. Tickets are $25 
each and can be obtained by emailing Colches-
terLionsComedy@gmail.com, or calling 860-
337-2924.

Fish Fry Fridays
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will hold 

its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday during 
Lent, running through and including Good Fri-
day, April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include coleslaw, 
coffee and dessert. Cost is $17 for adults and $10 
for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout 
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593 
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

Vendors Wanted
The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog related items for 
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park.” The 
event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-
day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain 
date of Sunday, May 31. 

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt 
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs, 
and other canine entertainment. 

Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth. 
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. 
If you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.
com.

First-Time
Homebuyers’ Class

All are invited to a First-Time Homebuyer’s 
Class that will be held at Carl Guild & Associ-
ates, 392 South Main St., on Saturday, March 28, 
at 1 p.m. 

First-time homebuyers will learn about pro-
grams that help with downpayment, inspections 
you may need to do on the home, and every-
thing you need to know about house-shopping. 

Speakers will be realtor Carol Ryall, Hayley 
Horzepa of Total Mortgage, and Ryan Hartman 
of Anchor Home Inspection.

To reserve a seat, call 860-514-5333 or 203-
695-2818.

Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny

Colchester Youth and Social Services will 
hold a Breakfast with the Easter Bunny fund-
raiser Sunday, March 29, from 9-11 a.m., at the 
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane. 

Tickets are $15 per person and include break-
fast, DIY photos with the Easter Bunny, an egg 
hunt, and crafts. Kids can also enjoy mini carni-
val games, face-painting, and an Easter Bunny 
Cake Walk, with tickets available for $1 each 
(cash only). 

To purchase tickets, visit tinyurl.com/bunny-
bfast. For more information, visit Colchesterct.
gov/yss.

Community Wellness Fair 
Colchester Youth and Social Services and the 

Colchester Farmers Market will hold the Col-
chester Community Wellness Fair Saturday, 
March 21, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Colches-
ter Senior Center, located at 15 Louis Lane.

This free, family-friendly event will feature 
local mental health services, wellness resources, 
community vendors, and many various activi-

ties. Residents of all ages are encouraged to stop 
by,  meet local providers, participate in activi-
ties, discover resources that support a healthier 
community, and enjoy a day focused on health 
and well-being.

For more information and event schedule, 
please visit colchesterct.gov/yss.

‘Mozart to Modern’ Concert

Strategic Plan Survey
Residents are asked to complete a community 

assessment survey the town Recreation Com-
mission has issued.

In 2023, the commission created a Strategic 
Plan, and part of the plan states that a commu-
nity assessment survey will be conducted every 
three years. This information will be used to 
update the goals and objectives as well as make 

improvements to programs and events.
The survey is open to Colchester residents 

aged 18 and older, through March 31. The sur-
vey can be accessed at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/Colchester2026.

If you have any questions or need assistance, 
contact Parks and Recreation at parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov or 860-537.7297.

 Colchester Choir and Orchestra will pres-
ent its March concert, “Mozart to Modern,” this 
Saturday, March 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Bacon 
Academy auditorium. 

This concert will feature music from Disney’s 
Moana, The Greatest Showman, and several 
classical pieces, including an original orchestral 
piece as well as a Mozart Horn Concerto with a 

solo performed by Dana Lord. 
Admission is free, but donations are appre-

ciated and help offset costs of purchasing new 
music each season. 

For more information visit colchesterct.gov/
Colchester-choir-orchestra or contact parksan-
drec@colchesterct.gov.

Former Resident
Killed in Maine

Makayla DeSantis 
Photo via GoFundMe

By Mike Thompson
A former Colchester resident was mur-

dered earlier this month in Maine, according 
to Maine State Police, and her boyfriend has 
been charged in the killing.

Makayla Rose DeSantis, 23, of Colches-
ter, was fatally shot Sunday, March 8. Police 
report they received a 911 call reporting the 
shooting. First responders transported De-
Santis to MaineHealth Franklin Hospital in 
Farmington prior to her eventual transport to 
Maine Medical Center in Portland, where she 
succumbed to her injuries, police said.

Investigators learned that DeSantis sus-
tained her injuries at a residence on Left Bank 
in Carrabassett Valley, police said.

The next day, March 9, Austin Doucette, 
24, of Carrabassett Valley was arrested and 
charged with DeSantis’ murder. According to 
the Hartford Courant, Maine State Police con-
firmed Doucette and DeSantis were in a rela-
tionship. WMTW, an ABC affiliate in Maine, 
reported the two were co-workers at the Sug-
arloaf ski resort in Maine.

DeSantis’ sister, Max DeSantis, has 
launched a GoFundMe page to pay for fu-
neral expenses. 

“Makayla was the most heartfelt, well-
minded woman I’ve ever been around,” Max 
DeSantis writes, adding, “She was the best big 
sister and the greatest role model I could’ve 

asked for.”
As of press time Wednesday, the fundraiser 

had generated more than $21,000 in donations. 
It can be found at www.gofundme.com/f/cele-
brating-makayla-roses-life-and-legacy.

DeSantis’ obituary appears in this week’s 
Rivereast, on page 32.

Lions to Offer Vision Screenings
The Colchester Lions will offer Free Vision 

Screenings Friday, March 20, from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., at Cragin Library, 8 Linwood Ave.

The Lions provide vision screenings at the el-
ementary and intermediate schools as well as a 
number of nursery schools and home day care 
locations. All Colchester children, 6 months 
through young adults, are eligible for this free 

service. A parent or guardian will need to sign 
a permission form. The equipment screens for 
myopia, hyperopia, anisometropia, anisocoria, 
strabismus, and astigmatism. A printout of the 
screening results will be provided.

The Lions will gather raw numbers of vision 
issues for reporting purposes and do not retain 
any personal information. 

Garden Club Continues to Blossom
The Colchester Garden Club continues to 

blossom as one of the town’s active volunteer 
groups. The club brings together residents 
(from Colchester and surrounding towns) who 
share a love of gardening, learning and commu-
nity service. 

CGC monthly meetings feature guest speak-
ers, demonstrations, and discussion on topics 
ranging from native plants and pollinator habits 
to vegetable gardening and sustainable practic-
es. The club welcomes gardeners of all experi-

ence levels-from seasoned growers to those just 
discovering the joy of getting their hands in the 
soil. 

Anyone who wishes to learn more, attending 
a meeting, or joining upcoming projects is en-
couraged to reach out and get involved. Email 
Colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Colchester Garden Club is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

Local author Carrie O’Neill – pictured here with horse Paddington – recently shared 
her journey with residents at The Residence at Glastonbury. Photo by Nikki Rivard.

Local Author Reconnects Residents with Wonder and Joy
Residents at The Residence at Glastonbury, 

a senior living facility, were recently treated to 
a fairytale-like true story by an award-winning 
Colchester author and encouraged to share the 
moments in their own lives that inspired won-
der and joy. 

Carrie O’Neill, author of Animals DO Talk: 
What Animals Tell Me They Want You to Know, 
shared her journey from lawyer and healthcare 
industry executive to equine retreat facilitator 
and animal communicator and offered heart-
warming advice from animals for how to live 
more joyful lives.

O’Neill encouraged participants to recall mo-
ments when they inexplicably felt powerfully 
drawn to something that lit a spark within them. 
As residents told their stories, she encouraged 
them to keep noticing and tending those sparks 
rather than shutting them down as illogical or 
unimportant. She shared an important lesson 
she learned from her small herd of horses – Vi-
tamin J (Joy) is an essential ingredient for life. 
Dogs and cats agree; they often do things to 
shift their peoples’ energy from stress to joy.

O’Neill said tending the spark of animal 
communication changed her life. She said she 
always had a special connection with animals 
but was surprised to begin having entire con-
versations with them. The horses began talking 
10 years ago, O’Neill said, after she created her 
retreat center Possibilities Farm LLC, where 
people come to spend time with and learn from 

horses, not ride them. 
O’Neill said farm clients noticed the relation-

ship she had with her horses and started asking 
for help with their animals. She said she then 
discovered that just by looking at a recent pic-
ture of an animal she could connect and con-
verse with them too. Word spread, and now 
she is an animal communicator serving clients 
around the country.

O’Neill said conversations with hundreds of 
dogs, cats, horses, other species, and the hu-
mans who love them inspired her to write Ani-
mals DO Talk, which shares wisdom from the 
animals on the entire lifespan from welcoming 
an animal into the family to end of life decision-
making. Her book has been selected as Best 
Book Club Pick by the Firebird Book Awards 
and has been named as a finalist by the Dog 
Writers’ Association of America (Books on the 
Human/Animal Bond), the American Writing 
Awards (Non-Fiction and Animals/Pets), and 
the international Wishing Shelf Book Awards 
(Adult Non-Fiction).

O’Neill lives and works at Possibilities Farm 
in Colchester. To learn more about the services 
she offers or to schedule an animal communi-
cation session, author talk, or event please visit 
her websites at www.talktoyouranimal.com or 
www.possibilitiesfarm.com, or contact her di-
rectly at carrie@talktoyouranimal.com or 860-
609-1941.

Vendors Sought
for Spring Fair

Colchester Federated Church’s annual 
Spring in Bloom Vendor Fair is coming 
up on May 2 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. This fair 
showcases local crafters, vendors, farmers 
and more.

If you would like a table at the fair to 
sell your goods, please reach out to Renee 
Misbach at rouillette01@snet.net for more 
information. 
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Red Rocks and the Rivereast… Ken and Renee Kudrak and Bill and Michelle Milling-
ton are enjoying the red rocks at Chicken Point in Sedona, Ariz. – with the Rivereast 
on board, of course!

Happiest Place on Earth… John and Alice Rowley of Marlborough, along with 
their children, Jessica Trusz of Colchester and Neil Rowley of Elgin, Ill., and two of 
their grandchildren, recently enjoyed several fun-filled days at Walt Disney World 
in Florida.

Seeing N’awlins… Maureen Curtis of East Hampton sent in this photo of a recent trip 
to New Orleans with her high school friends. Thanks for bringing along the Rivereast!

Hitting the Beach… Marcus, Adrienne and Mir Clements brought the Rivereast 
to a black sand beach in Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain. The three actually became 
stranded for two days in Norway on our return trip due to their flight being canceled 
because of the blizzard in Connecticut.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 4/30/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Colchester
Makayla Rose DeSantis

Makayla Rose DeSan-
tis, of Colchester, passed 
away Sunday, March 8. 
She was born in Middle-
town on May 13, 2002, 
to Michael and Kim De-
Santis. After graduating 
from Lyman Memorial 
High School, she moved 
to Maine and worked at 
45 North at Sugarloaf, a 
ski resort in Maine.

Makayla truly enjoyed going to work each 
day at Sugarloaf, where she was surrounded by 
people who supported and cared for her. Her 
strong work ethic and quiet determination did 
not go unnoticed; through dedication and per-
severance, she worked her way into a manage-
ment role. Outside of work, Makayla found joy 
in simple, meaningful things – baking, culinary 
creations and ideas with friends and family and 
expressing her creativity through floral design, 
painting and crafts. She was a deeply caring per-
son who naturally put others before herself. If 
someone needed help, Makayla never hesitated 
to set aside whatever she was doing and be there 
for them, a reflection of the kindness and gener-
osity that defined her life.

Makayla will be deeply missed but always 
remembered with love by her parents, Michael 
and Kim DeSantis; her sister, Max Desantis and 
her companion Skyla; her grandfather Doug-
las Harmon; her uncle and his spouse Robert 
Harmon (Sarah); her cousin, Jenaia Harmon; 
and numerous extended family members and 
friends. 

She was predeceased by her grandmothers, 
Francies Harmon and Betteann Judd.

A visitation and celebration of Makayla’s life 
will take place Saturday, April 11, beginning at 
10 a.m. A time to share memories will begin at 
noon, and a burial will follow at Linwood Cem-
etery. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Makayla, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Cromwell
Barton Hamilton Hessler

Barton Hamilton Hes-
sler, 92, passed away 
peacefully with his be-
loved family by his side 
on Monday, March 9. 

He was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather. 
He is survived by his be-
loved wife of 68 years, Jac-
queline Hessler; his three 
children, Kurt, Keith, and 
Kim; and their spouses, PeggySue, Paula, and 
Michael. He was blessed with a long life that 
included seven grandchildren Jeffrey, Cameron, 
Tyler, Brendon, Jaclyn, Macenzie, Griffin and 
two great-grandchildren Penelope and Sawyer.

Bart was born in Philadelphia, Pa., on Jan. 4, 
1934, and attended Central High School in Phil-
adelphia. He earned a full scholarship to Drexel 
University where he graduated with a B.S. de-
gree in metallurgical engineering. Bart and Jac-
queline met in Flourtown, Pa., and married in 
November 1957. Shortly thereafter, they began 
their family and moved to Connecticut. He was 
a devoted family man who cherished spending 
time with those he loved. One of Bart’s favorite 
places for family time was at the beach in Ocean 
City, N.J. In later years he and Jacqueline en-
joyed time at the lake in New Hampshire.

Bart worked at Textron Lycoming for more 

Amston
Sean Matthew McCracken

Sean Matthew Mc-
Cracken of Amston, fond-
ly known as “Mac,” passed 
away Sunday, March 8. He 
was 70 years old.

Sean was born July 9, 
1955, to the late Robert 
and Ruth (Stern) Mc-
Cracken in Detroit, Mich. 
After graduating from 
Redford Union High 
School, he joined the 
U.S. Army. Sean served stateside and overseas 
in Germany before retiring as a proud military 
veteran. After his military service, Sean worked 
for the United States Postal Service for many 
years.

In 1981, Sean met the love of his life, Sarah, 
and married her. Together they raised three 
children – a son and daughter, and later an 
adopted son. In his spare time, Mac enjoyed 
riding his Harley, detailing cars, following De-
troit sports teams, and cooking. Having never 
stopped cooking for an Army, Mac was known 
to share his culinary creations with family and 
friends. More than anything, he enjoyed spend-
ing time with his wife, Sarah, and spoiling his 
grandchildren.

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his wife, Sarah, of Amston; 
his sons, Sean McCracken II and his wife, 
Nicole, of Willimantic, and Horace Hatten-
McCracken of Plattsburgh, N.Y.; his daughter, 
Candice Deguzis and her husband, Jason, of 
Amston; his grandchildren, Caroline and Ryan 
Deguzis; his brother, Michael McCracken of 
Farmington Hills, Mich.; and numerous ex-
tended family members and friends.

A visitation and celebration of life was held at 
the Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home on Thurs-
day, March 19. Burial followed at St. Peter’s 
Cemetery in Hebron. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Sean, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.

Portland
Kenneth M. Poulin

Kenneth M. Poulin, 
69, originally of Portland, 
later a resident of East 
Hampton, passed away 
Tuesday, March 10, after 
a long chronic illness. He 
was born July 2, 1956, in 
Warwick, R.I., to Roland 
Poulin Sr. and Dorothy 
Poulin (Bisson).

Kenny worked for 
many years at Daniels Oil 
in Portland, where he was known as a dedicated 
and hardworking employee. He loved spending 
time outdoors, especially pheasant hunting with 
his dogs, first Roscoe and later Jasper. Whenev-
er he had the chance, Kenny could also be found 
fishing. He enjoyed watching NASCAR with his 
family and was a lifelong and loyal Dallas Cow-
boys fan. In his younger years, Kenny loved 
playing sports and spent many hours playing 
basketball with his brothers and friends. He also 
spent many years playing softball with the Wiz-
ards and later with the Garbage Builders.

Kenny was known for his strong personality 
and stubborn streak, but those who knew him 
best also know his loyalty, humor, and deep love 
for his family and friends.

Kenny was one of seven children and valued 
the time spent with his large family.

He was predeceased by his parents, Roland 
Poulin Sr. and Dorothy Bisson Poulin; his fa-
ther-in-law and mother-in-law, Paul and Lillian 
Berry; his brother, Steven “Stevie” Poulin; his 
sister-in-law, Christine Poulin; and his nephew, 
Richard “Richie” Holmgren Jr.

He is survived by his wife, Lois Poulin (Berry). 
He also leaves behind his siblings: Roland Pou-
lin Jr.; Sandra Tuttle (Poulin) and her husband 
Daniel Tuttle; Robert Poulin and Jana Fisher; 
Gerald “Jerry” Poulin and Jessica Poulin; and 
Michael Poulin and his wife Heather Poulin. He 
is also survived by his sister-in-law, Cindy Berry 
Morgan and her husband David Morgan, and 
his brother-in-law, Glenn Berry and his wife 
Vivian Berry. Kenny also leaves many cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and great-nieces and great-
nephews who will cherish his memory.

Kenny will be remembered for his love of 
family, the outdoors, sports, and the many 
memories shared with those who knew him.

There will be no services. The family asks that 
Kenny be remembered in your own special way.

Hebron
Anne Marie Piggott

Anne Marie Castle Piggott, 75, died Tuesday, 
Jan. 20, after a long battle with cancer. She was 
born Jan. 22, 1950, in Rutland, Vt., and grew up 
on Spellman Terrace. She was the daughter of 
Charles and Beverly Castle. She graduated from 
Christ the King grammar school, Mount St. Jo-
seph high school, and Trinity College in Burl-
ington, Vt. 

Annie married Terrence Piggott in 1971. She 
had two sons, Justin and Daniel. She taught 
English at Corpus Christi School in Wethers-
field, and subsequently for Connecticut Cane 
and Reed and then for Gerber Scientific Prod-
ucts in Vernon, Connecticut. 

Annie was a very creative person who enjoyed 
basket weaving, stained glass work, painting, 
quilting and cooking. She won many awards for 
her apple pies. She was the president of the He-
bron Historical Society and participated in the 
activities of the Red Hat Society. 

Survivors include her husband Terry Piggott, 
her son Daniel and grandchildren Leah and 
Patrick, and her sisters Barbara Castle Hanson, 
Ruthmary Castle Gembarowski, and Jean Castle 
McLaughlin, and her brother Charles Castle, 
and many nephews and nieces. 

Annie was predeceased by her parents, 
Charles and Beverly Castle, and her son, Justin 
Michael Piggott.

Portland
Dolores Noonan

Dolores Noonan (née 
Duval), 91, of Portland, 
died Thursday, March 12 
– a woman of sharp wit 
and deep determination 
who never met a cross-
word she couldn’t solve.

Born in Bristol in 1934 
to Joseph and Juliette 
(Laurendeau) Duval, Do-
lores grew up in a Fran-
co-American household 
where French was the first 
language spoken. She attended a French school 
taught by nuns before making the transition to 
an English-language high school – a shock at 
first, she would say, but one she quickly came 
to appreciate.

She married William Noonan and together 
they settled in Wethersfield, where they raised 
their two daughters, Evelyn and Mary. Dolo-
res began her career as a secretary in the legal 
department at Connecticut General Life Insur-
ance, stepped away to raise her family, and later 
joined Trinity College in Hartford – first as sec-
retary to the English department, and eventu-
ally as Executive Assistant to the Vice President. 
In retirement, she and Bill enjoyed extended 
road trip vacations throughout the United 
States and Canada, including an obligatory stop 
in Noonan, N.D. They later settled in Portland. 
Bill passed away in 2013.

Dolores had a lifelong love of words that 
showed up early. At 27, she wrote a wonderful 
essay about a white right-hand-drive Jaguar 
she had briefly owned – describing herself as 
a formerly shy girl who “blended nicely with 
the woodwork” until the car changed all that, 
including, she noted, accepting drag race chal-
lenges at red lights.

That love of language never left her. She com-
pleted the daily crossword in the Hartford Cou-
rant without fail and when that grew too easy, 
she took up diagram-less crosswords, solving 
them without the grid. Every day when her 
daughters came home from school, there would 
be a note waiting – sometimes just a message, 
sometimes a cryptogram tucked inside. She quit 
smoking at 90 after nearly eight decades, never 
looked back, and always made sure dessert (car-
rot cake if possible!) came first.

She spent her final years first at Greystone Re-
tirement Home and then at Portland Care and 
Rehab, where her dry humor and easy demean-
or were much appreciated by staff and residents 
alike, and where she remained an avid Words 
with Friends player until the end. The staff at 
Portland Care looked after her with great kind-
ness and skill, and the family is deeply grateful.

She was predeceased by her husband Wil-
liam, her parents, and her three brothers, Al, 
Bob, and Buck. She is survived by her daughters 
Evelyn and Mary.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, the family welcomes dona-
tions to Read to Grow (readtogrow.org), a Con-
necticut nonprofit dedicated to bringing books 
and literacy to children from birth. For a wom-
an who loved words as deeply as Dolores did, 
helping a child discover that same love feels like 
a fitting tribute.

than 35 years, where he was respected for his 
technical expertise and commitment to excel-
lence. His love of fixing things led to his hobby 
of restoring antique cars, reflecting both his 
curiosity and his appreciation for craftsman-
ship. He and the family spent many weekends 
taking drives in the Ford Model As he restored. 
He also enjoyed collecting antique clocks. Bart 
remained curious throughout his life and loved 
learning new things; he was an avid reader and 
also enjoyed curating vegetable gardens.

Bart’s community and faith was important 
to him. He participated in community service 
through Civitan International and was a mem-
ber of the American Society for Metals. He was 
a longtime and devoted member of St. Paul’s 
Church in Huntington and St. James Episcopal 
Church in Glastonbury. 

A funeral service will be held at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Glastonbury on, Friday, 
March 20, at 1 p.m. Burial will be in the Swedish 
Cemetery, Portland. 

In lieu of flowers, the family welcomes dona-
tions to St. Jude (www.stjude.org). 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

On it.
Ending racial injustice requires all of us  
to work together and take real action. 
What can you do to help? 

Educate yourself about the history of American racism, 
privilege and what it means to be anti-racist. Educate yourself 
about the history of American racism, privilege and what it means to be anti-racist.

Commit to actions that challenge injustice and make  
everyone feel like they belong, such as challenging  
biased or racist language when you hear it.

Vote in national and local elections to ensure your  
elected officials share your vision of public safety.

Donate to organizations, campaigns and initiatives  
who are committed to racial justice.

Let’s come together to take action against racism 
and fight for racial justice for the Black community. 
Visit lovehasnolabels.com/fightforfreedom
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

CIT3-5-26

 
Small financial planning firm in Glastonbury looking for a full-
time, M-F, in-office admin assistant. Must be highly organized 
and professional with prior admin experience in a financial 
planning firm. Responsibilities would include: greeting clients, 
ability to confidently operate a multi-line phone system, accurate 
data entry, preparing correspondence, completion of financial 
account forms, filing and maintaining accurate records. The 
ability to multi task in a fast-paced office environment is vital. A 
high degree of computer literacy and proficiency is needed. Must 
be able to comfortably navigate Microsoft Office Suite (Word, 
Excel, Outlook) and also have knowledge of other financial 
planning platforms. Experience with Orion and Schwab Forms is 
a plus. Must be able to work independently. 
Applicants must have strong interpersonal skills, be a 
willing team player and bring a positive attitude to the 
office. We are a very service-oriented firm and therefore 
applicants should have a desire and ability to provide 
exceptional customer service. We do have our dog in 
the office so you must be a dog lover. Please email 
your resumes to: Katie@briggswealthmgmt.com.

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

PETS

Westside Manor is searching for 
Attendants to fill our part time 1st,

2nd and 3rd shift position.
7AM-3PM, 3PM-11PM and 11PM-7AM 

Attendant Responsibilities: Housekeeping, Meal prep 
and Medication administration required for the position. 
Medication Certification Course is mandatory and offered 

with paid training.
Interviews are done by appointment only, Monday thru 

Friday.  Please call 860-267-4401 or email us at 
Simona@westsidemanor.com to schedule an interview today! 

9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON
Job Type: Part time: 24-hours per week.  Salary:  $17-18.75 R

E3
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Incoming Parent
Orientation 

RHAM Middle School’s Orientation and 
Transition Program for parents/guardians 
of incoming 7th graders on Tuesday, April 
7, at 6 p.m., in the high school auditorium.

Tap into Nature
AHM Youth & Family Services and St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church in Hebron partner each year 
to host Tap into Nature during Hebron’s Maple 
Festival. 

This year’s event will be held Saturday, March 
21, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sunday, March 22, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tap into Nature is located 
both indoors & outdoors at AHM Youth & 
Family Services, located at 25 Pendleton Drive 
in Hebron. All ages are welcome.

This free event will feature exhibitors from 
Meigs Point Nature Center, Institute for Ameri-
can Indian Studies (Saturday), Mystic Aquar-
ium (Sunday), Blue Moon Raptors, Hebron 
Pollinator Pathway, Riverside Reptiles, Hebron 
Paths and Trails, Composting, and of course, 
demonstrations of maple tree-tapping and ma-
ple syrup-making.

AHM’s College Scholarships Open for Applications
AHM Youth & Family Services is accept-

ing scholarship applications from Andover, 
Hebron, and Marlborough students who 
are planning to attend college in the fall. 
Application deadline is May 15. Find the online 
application at: https://ahmyouth.org/college-
scholarship-application. The scholarships are:

Erin Garvie: This $1,500 scholarship was cre-
ated by the Garvie family and friends. Each year, 
two college scholarships are awarded to gradu-
ating high school senior females who have been 
accepted to a two- or four-year college/univer-
sity,  have participated in high school athletics 
and exhibited leadership qualities.

Paige Houston: This $500 scholarship was 
created by the Houston family and friends when 
Paige passed away in 2013. Each year, one col-
lege scholarship is awarded to a RHAM High 

School  graduate  who has been accepted to a 
certificate program, trade school, or 2-4 year 
college/university,  and is  pursuing a degree in 
one of the following fields: education, human 
services, mental health, juvenile justice, or pe-
diatric medicine. Special consideration will be 
given to students volunteering in the Kinder-
RHAMa program (an AHM program partner-
ship with RHAM High School).

William Stelzner: This $500 scholarship was 
created by the Stelzner family and friends. Each 
year, one college scholarship is awarded to a 
RHAM High School graduate who plans to at-
tend a 2-year college and has volunteered in the 
community.

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration 
KinderRHAMa Preschool Summer Camp 

Registration is underway. The program is held 
at the AHM KinderRHAMa classroom and play 
yard at RHAM High School, and is for children 
ages 3-5 who have not yet started kindergarten. 

Two early childhood teachers staff the pro-
gram along with volunteers. Hours are 9 a.m.-
noon Monday through Friday. Families can 
choose to enroll for one to eight weeks. 

In camp, children work on social skills, gross 
and fine motor and school readiness skills in 
a relaxed atmosphere while enjoying summer 
recreational activities inside and outside. Chil-
dren must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and campers must 
be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). The dates and themes are as follows: 

Week 1: June 22-26 – Garden Adventures; 
Week 2: June 29-July 2 – Locomotion (No 
Camp July 3); Week 3: July 6-10 – Dinosaurs; 
Week 4: July 13-17 – Pirates; Week 5: July 20-
24 – Ocean Commotion; Week 6: July 27-31 
– Olympics; Week 7: Aug. 3-7 – Space Invad-
ers; Week 8: Aug. 10-14 – Fun with Food 
To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Com-
munity/Program?category=4.  Financial aid 
may be available for families who qualify by 
filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/program-
scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program. If you have further questions, please 
contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.
org or (860) 860 228-0871

Attention Essayists and Orators!
The Hebron 250 Committee is sponsor-

ing an essay and oratorical contest for RHAM 
High School students.  The winning entry will 
be awarded $250 and will present their essay at 
Hebron’s July 4th ceremony.  Here is a summary 
of the guidelines:

 Theme: During the American Revolution, 
Connecticut was called “The Provisions State.”  
What did the eastern region of Connecticut, 
including Hebron, Andover, Marlborough and 
Columbia, contribute to the war effort? Please 
explore the contributions of soldiers, women 

working on the homefront, farmers and manu-
facturers.

 Format and Writing standards:  500 words 
(3.5 - 5 minute speech); MLA style and guide-
lines; original writing, without the use of AI ap-
plications. 

 Deadline: Friday, March 27.
 More information is available through coor-

dinating teachers at RHAM, Margaret Clifton, 
Jennifer Stachowiak and Rebecca Fontaine.  You 
may also email Lynn Leavenworth at lleaven-
wortharc17@gmail.com.

KinderRHAMa Registration is Open 
AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-

RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High 
School, has opened registration for students for 
the 2026-27 year. Children ages 3-5 can attend 
the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 1, 
2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program 
and RHAM students assist in the classroom. 
The program follows the Early Learning Devel-
opment Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT 
for preschool aged children. Regular activities 
include circle/story time, outside play, science 
and math based activities, and daily arts and 
crafts projects. 

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The 
3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day 
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There 

are also limited spaces to have your child attend 
five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the 
three-day  program is $4,465/year; and the 
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day 
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the 
three-day/week program with extended day 
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 a.m.-3 
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10 
installments. Financial aid may be available for 
families who qualify. 

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will 
be informed as to whether their child has a 
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee 
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Mur-
ray at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org. 

‘Kids vs. Cops’
Basketball Game

All are invited to some watch the “Kids vs. 
Cops” basketball game at RHAM High School 
on Friday, March 27, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This is 
the third straight year for the free event. 

Marlborough Seeks Public Works Foreman
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for a Public 
Works Foreman to lead the team responsible for maintaining 
town-owned roads, stormwater systems, vehicles, and equip-
ment.  The Foreman schedules crewmembers and directs daily 
operations of the PW crew.  The Foreman exercises considerable 
judgment and is responsible for innovating and improving the 
efficiency and effectiveness of all functions under their purview.
Applicants should have a high school diploma or GED, a 
CT commercial drivers license, and experience with paving, 
construction, vehicle repair, and/or skilled trades.  Experience 
leading teams is strongly preferred.
The expected starting wage range is $35.53 - $37.41 per hour, 
depending on experience and qualifications.  The total compen-
sation package includes health and dental insurance, employer 
HSA contribution, 457 defined contribution retirement plan with 
employer match, employer sponsored life insurance, tuition 
reimbursement, professional development, accrued leave time 
(vacation and sick), and 12 paid holidays.
Applicants should submit a cover letter, application, and resume 
to David Porter, Town Manager, via email (dporter@marlbor-
oughct.gov) or mail (26 N. Main Street, Marlborough, CT 06447).  
Applications are available at Town Hall or online (www.marlbo.
info/employmentapp).  Applicants should be prepared to submit 
professional references.  Position open until filled.  Applications 
reviewed on a rolling basis. 1TB 3/20

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM

P A R T - T I M E 
C L I E N T  S E R V I C E 
C O O R D I N A T O R 
WA N T E D:  Wanted: 
Part-time (16-20 hrs. 
week) cl ient service 
coordinator for a local 
financial services office. 
The ideal candidate is 
organized, professional, 
and client focused, with 
strong communication 
skills and proficiency 
i n  M i c r o s o f t  3 6 5 
and fami l iar i ty  wi th 
Salesforce tools such as 
CRM. Prior client service 
or financial services 
experience is preferred. 
Interested applicants 
may send a résumé 
and brief cover letter to 
lester.h.butnick@ampf.
com with the subject 
l ine “Cl ient Service 
Coordinator Application.

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings 
and evening hours avail
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For 
personal care, cooking, 
cleaning, and errands. 
Time & half for holidays. 
Weekly pay through 
payroll company. $23/
hr. Background check 
and drug test required. 
Willing to train. 860-
949-7016.
For Sale

EMPLOYMENT

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

LOOKING TO SELL: 
Ball canning jars from 
the 40’s, Layne Hope 
Chest mint condition, 
Crocheted Blankets from 
60’s & 70’s, 35” round 
oak wood framed mirror 
used one year only, cus
tom made wood cradle. 
Call 860-739-3286.

L O O K I N G 
T O  P R O V I D E 
C A R E G I V E R 
PRIVATE SERVICES: 
I have much experience 
in caregiving and I am 
responsible and flexible 
with hours. I enjoy help
ing people. Call Halina 
860-518-5237.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SELLING
D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

PURE BRED SHITZU: 
For sale. 1 female left, 
7 weeks old. looking for 
her forever home. 860-
978-0587.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

LEGALS

RE3-13-26

HYDROSEEDING
Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work

“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”
Call

860-966-7672
to schedule

a free estimate.
860-295-9692  

Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your new 

backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding 
your yard and possibilities!
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TREE & LAND

MARLBOROUGH ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough ZBA Commission, at its regular meeting on 
March 11, 2026, took the following action: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-01-26 – Christopher Vallera (Applicant/
Property Owner) 222 No Main Street – Covered entryway 10ft 
wide by 6ft in depth, extending 2ft past the front setback
MATT WILSON, ZBA COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 3/20

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, March 25, 
2026 at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting 
Platform, on the following:  

I. Petition 2026-01: Petition of the Hebron Planning and Zon-
ing Commission to revise Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations to increase the size of accessory structures 
permitted in Residential Districts.	
II. Petition 2026-02: Petition of Megan Armes to operate a 
dog training and grooming facility in existing space at 522 
Church Street in accordance with Section 3.E.2.1.7 of the 
Hebron Zoning Regulations, Amston Village District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Mar 25, 2026, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/504228301

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 504-228-301

United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Get the app now and be ready when

your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 10th day of March 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 3/13, 3/20

RE3-20-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

You can’t change the past,
but you can miss today

by dwelling on yesterday
and fearing tomorrow.

EMPLOYMENT

RE3-20-26

HELP WANTED 
Full time 45+ hours per week service manager for busy 
power equipment store. Job entails taking service calls, 
organizing daily mechanics schedules, completing 
finished service orders, customer estimates, filing 
warranties with manufacturers and helping customers 
at the counter. Applicant must be organized, courteous, 
computer literate and have basic knowledge of power 
equipment and engines. Benefits include health 
insurance, 401 K, vacation and sick time. 

Please contact Tony at 
Gano's Power Equipment at 860-537-3431 

or by e-mail at ganos@snet.net 

DENTIST WANTED

RE1-16-26

 COLCHESTER DENTAL GROUP  Seeking a Part-time, 
full-time, or part-time leading to full time. Eventual buy-
in and/or partnership option, for a fee-for-service dental 
office willing to explore all of these possibilities.
For the right person, this is an ideal opportunity. One 
owner AACD accredited dentist practicing full-time, and 
available to mentor as needed. 
Benefits and schedule are negotiable. We are well known as 
the best in the area, and we intend to keep it that way. Our 
incredible staff has always been one of consistency, longevity 
and dedication.
Resumes can be sent to 79A Norwich Avenue, Colchester 
CT 06415 or TheCDG@sbcglobal.net

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SPRING RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

TREE & LANDSCAPING

C
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CONDO FOR RENT 
AS OF APRIL 1ST 

Meadow Hill, 55+ Community, Glastonbury. 
Charming two-bedroom, two baths, one level, end 

unit. Available for rent as of April 1st. No stairs, 
direct access from garage and parking area. Vaulted 

ceiling in dining room/living room area. Granite 
and SS appliances in eat-in kitchen. Secluded patio 
with power awning. Primary bedroom with three 

closets and full handicap accessible bath area. Second 
bedroom, good size with lots of closet space. This 
community also has a lovely pool, clubhouse and 

pickleball courts. No smokers, no pets, and favorable 
credit history. $2,750 monthly plus utilities. 

If interested please call 860-833-6707.

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on April 1, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC2026-005 Town of Colchester Special Permit Application 
for Lighting for Recreational Facilities in excess of 35 ft per 
Section 12.10 of the Land Development (Zoning) Regulations 
at Bacon Academy High School, 611 Norwich Ave (MBL 05-04-
06a). Zoning District: Rural Use (RU). 
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of these applications is 
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Of-
fice, Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected 
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday). Application materials are also available on the 
Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at https://
www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

2TB 3/20, 3/27

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y: 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

E A S T  H A M P T O N 
O N E  B E D R O O M 
TOWNHOUSE:  Full 
bath, living room with 
oak f loors ,  k i tchen 
with appliances, large 
closets, private deck, 
parking for 2 cars, on-
site laundry, easy access 
to Route 2 and 66. 860-
633-7319, Monday - Fri
day, 8am-5pm.

S T O R A G E  U N I T 
AVAILABLE: Located 
in East Hampton. 8 x 
22. More available com
ing soon. Text 860-267-
4858.

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

72 Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL

Crushed Stone & 
Gravel Products

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? 
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Mason Sand • Pool Sand

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE10-24-25

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Snow Plowing
Residential/Commercial

Call
Today!

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50
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4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE3-13-26

NOW SCHEDULING:
New Weekly Mowing & 

Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
R
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Spring Clean-Ups  Pruning
Weekly Mowing  Mulching R
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611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups
and Spring Lawn Renovations R
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Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work • Mulching
Walkways • Retaining Walls • Gravel Driveway Repair

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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SERVICES

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

LVP waterproof & durable
   Tile
     Hardwood

FLOORING

RE3-13-26

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew 

Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!
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Schedule Now for Spring Openings!

 Openings & Closings
 Weekly Cleanings & Remodeling
 Equipment Sales & Servicing
 10% Off for Veterans & Seniors

860-942-2240 (Call Jim)
Licensed & Insured

poolprosllc@protonmail.com

SPRING SPECIAL!
15% off Pool Equipment

LLC

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

C L E A N  O U T S  & 
HAULING: Dumpsters 
available. Fill it yourself 
or we handle everything! 
Licensed and insured 
w/40 years experience. 
Estate assessments 
available. Contact 860-
220-3786 today!

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN 
SOLUTION: Licensed 
& Insured. Carpentry, 
painting, flooring, bath
rooms, items repaired 
or replaced, doors, 
locks, shades, switches, 
plugs, garbage disposal, 
faucets, fans, lighting, 
860-904-0158.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
H O M E  R E P A I R 
S P E C I A L I S T : 
Complete plumbing 
services and repairs 
from leaky pipes and 
d r a i n s ,  h o t  w a t e r 
heaters, toilets, garbage 
d i sposa l s ,  k i t chen 
sinks and faucets, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more. Call for a 
free estimate! Quality 
professional work at 
affordable prices. Fully 
licensed and insured 
- Discounts available 
for seniors - Call Justin 
203-440-5496

ROOFING, FLOOR
ING, DECKS: All gen
eral home improvement 
and renovations. Call 
860-894-9919. 

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention to 
detail, punctuality. Free 
in-person estimates. We 
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

W O O D  F L O O R 
REFINISHING: Call 
Glastonbury Carpet & 
Flooring for a quote. 
860-633-8833.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Questioning whether 
your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have 
existing surface fin
ish deep cleaned, re
vitalized, with a dur
able acrylic/urethane 
floor finish. The best 
alternative to the mess, 
expense of sanding. 
A great affordable ap
pearance booster for 
home sellers. Carpets 
safely dry cleaned.  
Experi enced, refer
ences, insured. William 
Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only. Sup
port Small Business.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com
Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE

(860) 818-2773 C
IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups — Call Today!!!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
install INSTALLATION, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. PAVERS, PATIO, 
TILE AND BATHROOM 
R E M O D E L ,  A L L 
MASONRY REPAIRS. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1
— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —

Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

R
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists

R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

R.J. Swider
Contracting, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling

www.rjswidercontracting.com Ct. Lic.#541663
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860-228-3912

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

RE3-13-26

BUILDING &
       DESIGNAdditions

 Kitchens
  Baths

ROOFING &
            SIDINGRoofing

 Siding
  Hardscapes RE3-13-26
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1
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Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully li
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
weatherstripping and 
water damage repair of 
all kinds - We find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
siding, sheetrock, and 
woodwork - We offer 
complete sheetrock 
and plaster repair. All 
interior and exterior trim, 
including crown molding 
a n d  c h a i r  r a i l i n g . 
Also, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, pocket 
doors,  in ter i or  and 
exterior doors, custom 
s ta i rs ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
h a t c h w a y s ,  w o o d 
decking to Trex and 
more. Please call Rene 
860 716-2678. 

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Cal l 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
men tc t . com,  www.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES

C
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3-
5-
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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-2
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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TAG SALE

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers

C
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

C
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• Cabinet Refinishing
• Interior Painting
• Textured Ceiling Repair 
   & Repainting

877-646-7774
Book your appointment at:
franklinpainting.com

Your Neighborhood Painters Bonded & Insured – HIC#570442

• Exterior Painting & Staining
• Powerwashing
• Light Carpentry
• Color Assistance

Get Interior Quotes NOW Before Our 
Busy Exterior Season Starts!

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

ESTATE SALE: March 
21st & 22nd. Rain dates 
28th & 29th. 10am-4pm. 
164 Old Colchester 
Road, Amston. More 
info 860-500-8993.

FOR SALE: 6 ft tall 
pecan curio cabinet 
including 40 plus bell 
collection $300. Table 
lamps silver gray  $30.  
Single strand cultured 
pearls vintage & pierced 
pearl earrings $400 paid 
$1000. New 36 x 36 
inch utility table with 
folding aluminium legs 
$40. 860-329-7556.

TEETER INVERSION 
TABLE: FDA register. 
$175 or best  offer. 
Gently used. 860-267-
0025.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
IT
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493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE Mar 20-Mar 26
Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Best Yet
Canned Vegetables
Asst Var. 14-15.25 oz.

0.88
Basket Full of SavingsBasket Full of Savings

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials

$6.99lb. $6.99lb. $3.99lb. $.99lb.

$2.99lb. $8.99lb. $7.99lb.

$3.99 ea. $5.99 $5.99 $3.88

Great For The Grill 
London Broil

Eye Round Roasts Fresh
Pork Tenderloins

Fresh
Chicken Drumsticks

Cabot
Cheddar
Cheese

Deitz & Watson 
Buffalo Chicken

Kretschmar
Cherrywood Ham

“Beer Can” 
Chicken Thighs 
Bone-In

Store Made
Garlic Bread

8-Inch
Apple Pies
24 oz. 

Store Baked
Chocolate Chip Muffins
4-pack - 20 oz. 

Driscoll 
Strawberries
1lb. Cont.

$9.99lb.

Heinz Ketchup
Family Size
38 oz.

Town House
Crackers
13.8 oz.

Classico
Pasta Sauce
24 oz.

Duncan Hines
Brownie Mix
Asst. Var.
18-18.3 oz.

Snack Pack Puddings
4-Packs
13 oz.

Ocean Spray
100% Juices
All Var. 64 oz.

Barilla
Lasagna,
Manicotti or
Jumbo Shells
8-16 oz.

Kraft
Mac N Cheese
All Var.
5.5-7.25 oz.

Swanson Broths
All Var.
32 oz.

$1.88 $1.28 $1.98

$1.88 $1.88 $3.88

$4.88 $2.88 $2.88

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Ore Ida Potatoes  
All Var.
19-32 oz.

Pepperidge Farms
Layer Cakes
All Var 19.6 oz.

Oncor Dinners  
All Var. 26-28 oz.

Land O Lakes Butter 
All Var. 1lb.

Best Yet
Shredded Cheeses 
All Var. 8 oz.

Chobani Yogurt   
Asst. Var. 5.3 oz.

$2.98 $1.88 $1.28

$3.88 $4.88 $3.88

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head
Smoked
Gouda

Boar’s Head
Pitcraft Turkey

Fresh Lemons
Or Limes

Fresh Whole 
Mushrooms 
10 oz. Pkg.

Grape Tomatoes 
Pint

$12.99lb. $7.99lb.$.58 ea. $1.98 $1.98
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Interior & Exterior 
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

Primed  With Excellence
Call (860) 467-0520
*With any booked job before April 30

p r i m e f o x p a i n t i n g . c o m

We’ll change
ALL

the lightbulbs
Your 

Husband Hasn’t.*
H

IC
.0

70
4

0
2

0

RE3-6-26
pr imefoxpa int ing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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