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A Visit with Maverick... Gilead Hill School staff members recently paid a visit
to student Maverick Pankratz, who recently underwent three surgeries in the span
of two months. Pictured at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center are, from left,
paraprofessional Julia Ramirez, Maverick, special education teacher Heather Godi,
and paraprofessional Gretchen Lapierre. See story on page 27.

Hebron Sees Sweet

By Toriana Williams
With the snow melted and the sun - some-
times — shining warmly, the town of Hebron put
on its annual Hebron Maple Fest last weekend.
The two-day event was a celebration that felt
equal parts tradition, reunion and experience.

Both days of the festival, the air was thick
with the scent of maple syrup and bacon, on
a soggy Sunday the hum of tractors rolled
through town, and overall there was just the un-
mistakable energy of a community reemerging
after months of cold and quiet.

For many, the festival is more than just an
event. It’s a two-day seasonal turning point. Res-
idents stepped out from winter’s isolation and
into a shared space filled with laughter, artisanal
craft tents, farm animals and the steady drip of
maple sap transforming into syrup.

At the heart of the festival are the people who
make it what it is: artists, farmers, students and
families, each contributing their own thread to
the weekend’s tapestry.

Inside Hebron’s Own Expo, local artist Maris-
sa Petrozza, owner of MP Mountainworks, care-
fully explained her craft to curious visitors. Her
table was filled with nature-inspired prints and
apparel, each piece the result of a meticulous,
hands-on process.

“The first step is that I dream of a design,” she
said. “T usually start off with a pencil sketch or a
digital drawing. I then transfer those designs to
a sheet of rubber, and then I carve away all the
negative space.”

Petrozza said she then covers the blocks with
an ink-saturated roller, afterward stamping
them on paper or fabric.

For Petrozza, who was “born and raised” in
Hebron, the festival is as much about connec-
tion as it is about art. “It’s always great to see so

A Night of Doo-Wop Coming to Belltown

By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton resident and doo-wop
bandleader Jerry Fanfarelli has played in many
auditoriums, but on April 25, he and his band,
The Jukebox 45 Show Band, will take the stage
at East Hampton High School for the first time
- and they’ll have company at the event, in the
form of The Royal Teens, the band behind the
1958 hit “Short Shorts.”

Fanfarelli said he first got the idea of per-
forming there after watching a play with his wife
at the high school and admiring the venue.

“It might be nice if we play here sometime,”
he said he told her, “because it’s a nice audito-
rium and, you know, I think people would really
enjoy the show.”

Coincidentally, others had similar ideas
around the same time, with the school district
having recently decided to allow outside groups
to use the theater, and The Jukebox 45 Band

happened to know someone who knew who to
talk to: its own saxophone player and former
Board of Education member Michael Buck,
who was able to make some introductions.

“This could be a good fundraiser for you
guys if we if we get enough people in there and
enough interest generated,” Fanfarelli said he
told East Hampton’s superintendent of schools,
Timothy Van Tasel.

Eventually, the band settled on a fundrais-
ing concert for the town’s Project Graduation
event, where graduating seniors attend a large,
substance-free, all-night party. In order to in-
crease the draw, Fanfarelli turned to his friend
Tom Austin, one of the founding members of
The Royal Teens. Austin is still performing in
the Royal Teens, as its only original member,
with a new lineup of musicians rounding out
the latest iteration of the band.

“I'm trying to do something nice for the East
Hampton seniors,” said Fanfarelli, who said he is
happy to be offering a concert so close to home,
while also supporting a great cause.

For Buck, who is a law enforcement officer in
his day job, the concert will be a chance to per-
form for a local crowd who may not know him
as a musician, something he said would be fun
for his daughters, ages 11 and 9.

“You know, my 11-year-old may roll her eyes,
but I think she’s excited,” he said. “She comes
home from school and says, ‘T saw your posters
again today!”

Buck said performing is a welcome change
from his day-to-day life. Like Fanfarelli, who is
a retired firefighter, Buck says his job often in-
volves a lot of sadness.

“I did two tours in Iraq, six years on active

See Doo-Wop Coming to Belltown, page 12

I BRING DECADES OF EXPERIENCE AND A CALM,
COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO REAL ESTATE
THAT PUTS YOUR NEEDS FIRST.

— Jim Harrington, sroker

Start to Spring

many familiar faces and have returning custom-
ers,” she said. “It really means a lot when I have
people who are collectors of my work and they
live right in town with me too.

A few booths away, Christiane Hellner-
O’Brien showcased a completely different kind
of creativity — one rooted in sustainably and
reinvention. Surrounded by repurposed denim
pieces, she described how discarded clothing
became something new.

“Denim is one of the biggest things that gets
thrown into landfills} she explained. “Recy-
cling, it keeps it out of it. ... If somebody has
jeans and they don't know what to do with them
... we turn it into something else” Her table dis-
played various denim apparel paired with paint-
ings, beads and other artistic additions to give
life back to items that would have been other-
wise thrown away.

Like many vendors, Hellner-O’Brien saw the
festival as a rare opportunity to reconnect. “I
love seeing everyone and being together,” she
said. “Especially after the winter ... it’s good to
see people”

Beyond the artisan tents, the festival’s agri-
cultural roots are on full display at local sugar
houses. At Woodyacres, owner David Schaller
stood beside the steam evaporator, and ex-
plained a process that is deceptively simple yet

See Sweet Start to Spring, page 18
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81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
860-467-6891

LAKESIDE

\/\/—V\N
BAR & GRILL
Lakeside Bar & Girill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

www.lakesidebar-grill.com
M ' o
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Join us EASTER SUNDAY

Special Menu All Day!

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

RE3-22-24

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-8PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

SLICEWORKS

eat.drink.relax

860-652-8889

363 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

sliceworksct.com

&8 Wellness Visits <@ Urgent Care &8’ Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435

WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET
RE11-29-24

@ Abundant Life Church

o
Saturday, APRIL 4TH, 10:00AM

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Ham

Angelo’s Ham
Italian Cream
Ricotta

Egg Hunt begins @ 10:15
Bouncy House, Arts & Crafts
AND
A visit from the Easter Bunny!!

Egg hunt and bouncy house is for children 12 and
under, buckets provided for the hunt.

ABUNDAN | LTEE

Jesus loves you!

CIT3-27-26

85 Skinner Road
Colchester CT 06415
Questions? Call 860-537-3082

\
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We Deliver! & DOORDASH

@@0@0@@ BEaBLEHD

¢ Angelo'e
‘ BAKERY

Easter Weekend Hours!
Friday 7:00Am-3:30rPMm
Saturday 7:00Am-3:30pPM
PEN EASTER SUNDAY 7:00am-12:00pm

EASTER PIES

Chocolate Cream
Lemon Meringue %
U0

(ALL OUR REGULAR ITEMS ALWAYS AVAILABLE)

Hatpy Eacter! §
_32 Hallis Hill Rd. * Colchester é

860-537-2272
D8

CGA Scholarship

Available for Area Seniors

Carl Guild & Associates has officially opened
applications for its 2026 CGA Community
Scholarship, awarding seven $1,000 scholarships
to graduating high school seniors across 9 local
towns.

The scholarship is available to seniors in Port-
land, East Hampton, East Haddam, Colchester,
RHAM, Glastonbury and Middletown. Applica-
tions are due April 1.

Students who live in or attend school in one of
the eligible towns are encouraged to apply. Par-
ents, teachers, and community members are also
encouraged to help spread the word.

Applications and details can be found at www.
carlguild.com/scholarship.

For additional information, contact Carl Guild
at 860-813-2275 or carlguild@gmail.com

SPRING into SAVINGS on
your next PIZZA PARTY!

Any order over $25.00

with this coupon * expires 4-30-2026

Wheat

Sweet Bread with 5 eggs
Rice plus all our regular fruit pies @

BABKA BREAD ALSO AVAILABLE
We also have Chocolate Easter Eggs ‘

E3-27-26

R

COSTEO0
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Rivereast Standouts
of the Week

By Josh Howard

Alejandro Chalfant - RHAM High School
(Swimming): Chalfant won the Class LL state
championship in the 50 Freestyle, finishing with
a time of 21.75. Chalfant, a senior from RHAM
that swims for the Manchester co-op, went on
to compete in the State Open in the same event.
The state champ was selected Class LL All-State
and was named All-Central Connecticut Con-
ference (CCC), along with receiving outstand-
ing academic achievement during the second
school quarter. Following his graduation from
RHAM, Chalfant will pursue a degree in aero-
space engineering.

Aaron Ciarleglio and Mason Walsh - Port-
land High School (Basketball): Ciarleglio and
Walsh were both selected All-Shoreline Confer-
ence (SLC) after leading the way as the High-
landers won seven games this season. Ciarleg-
lio, a senior, made the All-SLC second-team
and Walsh, a sophomore, was named All-SLC
Honorable Mention.

Mackenzie Shonk - Bacon Academy
(Cheer): Shonk was named as an All-Eastern
Connecticut Conference (ECC) first-team All-
Star and was selected to the Class S All-State
team after the Bobcats competed in the state
competition this winter. Shonk, a sophomore,
was also selected for an ECC Sportsmanship
Award and was a Universal Cheerleaders Asso-
ciation (UCA) All-American.

Aiden Niderno - East Hampton High
School (Basketball): Niderno was selected
All-Shoreline Conference (SLC) for the second
straight season after powering a Bellringers
team that won eight games and made the state
tournament this past winter. Niderno, a senior,
is also a soccer player and standout track and

&8
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RHAM High School senior Alejandro Chal-
fant won a Class LL state championship, win-
ning the 50 Freestyle.

field athlete for the Bellringers.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. Please
include as many details about the athlete or per-
formance as possible.

Div. of RLS Global

Consulting Inc., Serving the
Community for 40 years.
d

~~m TAX & BUSINESS s

Member CT BBB

~ SERVICES

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts
Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 * 860-543-0523 (©)

RE1-17- 25

« Probate Litigation
« Estate Settlement
« Estate Planning

CIT7-31-25

HALE LAW FIRM

ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

860-430-9272 www.attyhale.com
41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT 06033

ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

« Contract Disputes
« Conservatorship
« Wills, Trusts, etc.

MARCH 28TH | 5PM

NIGHT

HARTFORDATHLETIC.COM

RE3-27-26

A/X/VMARGARET WILCOX TEAM

CaII your

MARGARET WILCOX TEAM

860-916 3017

CALLTO
SELL YOUR
HOME!

{ T
-

RE3-27-26

WILLIAM RAVEIS

212 NEW LONDON TPKE UNIT C, GLASTONBURY
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

We're smack dab in the middle of budget
season, folks — and for many of the towns in
Rivereast-land, it’s looking like a particularly
ugly one.

Double-digit increases are proposed for
multiple towns, and on top of that, Colches-
ter’s got a separate mess of its own - a million-
dollar shortfall in the health insurance budget
that’s resulted in salary freezes, a forensic au-
dit.....and lots of finger-pointing.

Truth be told, there’s a good bit of finger-
pointing going on in all the towns right now
— and that’s been reflected in the letters to the
editor pages. I've probably got more letters
this week than any week since Election Day.
That’s a good thing! But they’re also definitely
starting to get heated.

The usual suspects, from both sides of the

political aisle, have letters in sharing their
points of view. ~ Not surprisingly, given
how divided basically everyone seems to be
these days, angry Democrats are blaming
Republicans, angry Republicans are blam-
ing Democrats. Everyone’s been above board,
there’s been no childish name-calling (not
that I'd allow that anyway), but people have
been fiery. That's why when a reader made an
interesting suggestion to me this week, I felt
they made a good point.

Regular Rivereast readers are used to see-
ing the occasional note at the end of letters
stating that the writer is a member of a par-
ticular board or commission. The reader sug-
gested to me this week, why not expand that
to include members of the local political town

Editor’s Desk continued on page 8
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I see that our state legislature continues to struggle with questions about how to deal with
issues afflicting children ages 0 to about 35 (the latter end being the age when, according
to death penalty opponents, a person’s brain is finally mature enough to actually conceive a
rational thought).

These are tough questions and I admire our legislators for taking time out from secretly
earmarking budget money for their personal agendas in order to engage in endless fruitless
discussions about potential solutions to things that actually matter to the rest of us.

Indeed, so moved am I by this demonstration of sacrifice, that I have decided to offer my
humble assistance.

It seems to me that many of the seemingly insoluble problems involving inappropriate child
behavior could be resolved with sensible legislation directed at the real issue here:

Moms.

Seriously.

I'm sure we all agree there is no failure of common sense, intellect or morality that cannot
be resolved by yet another law. Goodness knows, we keep electing people who are more than
willing to impose all manner of laws willy-nilly - and if moms are part of an ongoing public
safety issue, then they darn well need to be regulated, too.

Don't get me wrong. I am not anti-mom. This may surprise some of you, but my mother
was a mom and I even occasionally took her out for dinner if I happened to remember her
birthday. I believe even the Association of Persecuted Divorced Dads will agree that the great
majority of moms manage to muddle through parenthood fairly successfully, but we must also
concede that even one preventable failure — no matter how small - is one failure too many.

But what about dads? you ask. Shouldn’t dads also be held accountable for a kid’s behavior?

Let’s be honest here. It pains me to admit it, but dads are just about completely useless when
it comes to raising children. And if you don’t believe me, just ask any mom.

So I hereby urge our legislature to consider new Motherhood Laws designed to forestall
possible lapses of judgement by Connecticut moms. To be effective, any restrictions must be
applied proactively before tragedies occur. I suggest we begin with some form of Mom Licens-
ing for all women who have, or intend to have, or might possibly accidently have, a child.

I would argue that this approach is no more intrusive on our liberties than legislative
mandates that allow out-of-state developers to ignore local zoning regulations and build pretty
much whatever they want, wherever they want, without any regard for the concerns or desires
of the people who actually live in the community. Like our small towns, moms should be
forced to bow to the wisdom of that arrogant cadre of political hacks who claim to work for
the common good, but don't really care what you think.

I realize many well-established legislators — particularly those who have mothers, wives that
are mothers, or who are presently under FBI investigation — may be reluctant to tackle this
pressing public safety issue head-on. Allow me to appeal to what many of us have come to see
as a guiding principle in what passes for “public service” these days:

Greed.

It is my belief that annual mom licensing fees could bring in many millions of dollars for
state coffers. This bonanza would allow legislators to permanently take that embarrassing state
Keno game off the table and might possibly even rival their more recent cash cow - legalized
sports gambling, which, though it has created its own major public health crisis, sure is profit-
able. And that’s the main thing. After all, there’s nothing like cold hard cash when it comes
to reshaping the ethics of folks who make a career out of being generous with other people’s
money.

While proposed Motherhood Laws should clearly be studied in secret by a legislative com-
mittee and then submitted for emergency legislative approval in the wee hours of the morning
without any of those annoying public hearings, I have a few suggestions that might prove help-
ful if included in the proposed bill:

*Moms must be required to submit all Christmas and birthday gift ideas (accompanied by
the appropriate fee) for review by a new state board to be called the Motherhood Gift Verifica-
tion Commission. Commission staff would be charged with culling such lists for inappropriate
items such as sugary drinks, pornographic playing cards and Republican campaign litera-
ture.

*Since we no longer live in an agricultural society where large numbers of children are
needed to help out on the farm (today, it's hard enough to get them to mow the damn lawn),
Connecticut families should be limited by the Motherhood Law to no more than two and one
half kids. There is simply no need in our evolving republic — what with high college tuitions,
the proliferation of self-checkout kiosks in grocery stores, and more than enough wailing
babies in our restaurants — for a mom to have more than two and a half kids.

*The state Department of Children & Family Services (DCF) clearly needs more funding
to deal with the epidemic of child issues plaguing our otherwise fair state. Since these issues
would not occur if moms did not insist on having children, I think it is only fair that the state
impose a surcharge on Mother’s Day cards. Proceeds from this surcharge would go directly to
DCEF to help the agency deal with the multitude of issues caused by children and the thought-
less, oversexed moms who insist on having them.

I realize this may all sound a bit harsh, but let’s face it, tough problems require tough solu-
tions and there’s nothing like yet another law or regulation to get the ball rolling. I mean, after
all, it’s all for the public good. Right?

[Please be sure to tune in for a future column when I will address, “How sending old people
out to sea on ice floes can save Social Security and resolve Connecticut’s housing crisis.]

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

Traveling Soldier... State dignitaries recently visited VFW Auxiliary District 6 at
Fowler-Dix-Park Auxiliary 5095 during their ‘traveling soldier tour; to acknowledge
members’ dedication and stellar support of active military and veterans. Pictured
from left are Department President Cheryl Costello-Pelkey, District 6 President
Judith Barnes, and Department Chief of Staff Deborah Breault.
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Thanks, Volunteers!
To the Editor:

Three cheers for the volunteers who made
the 2026 Hebron Maple Fest happen! The faith
that it takes to plan an outdoor festival in March
is a little crazy but so commendable. After a
tough winter in Connecticut this year, attend-
ees released their cabin fever and the energy in
the crowds was palpable and inspiring. Sincere
thanks to the leaders, planners, volunteers, sug-
ar houses, food vendors, musicians and recre-
ational groups.

Lynn Leavenworth - Amston

Andover, Hebron and

Marlborough Voters
To the Editor:

Please attend any of your town budget work-
shops. Observing the preparation and complex-
ity of the budget process, will help you make an
informed decision on the referendum.

Workshop schedules are listed on each of the
town websites.

Thank you,
Susan Custance - Hebron

DPWAC Update
To the Editor:

The DPWAC had a booth at this past week-
ends Maple Fest. Our booth had at least one
member of the Town Council and one from
the DPWAC at all times both days. The general
consensus was that there was a lot of positive
feedback from residents. Another take away was
that many residents did not realize that this has
been an ongoing goal since the facilities study
done in 2010! That’s correct — 16 years! I'd like
to thank all of the people that were posted at the
booth for their effort. We all seemed to enjoy
the discussions that we had with residents.

A request was made by Town Councilor
Claudia Riley about putting a visual timeline
together for the public’s consumption. Sincere
thanks to Richard Steiner and Mal Leichter on
a forthcoming timeline. As soon as it is avail-
able it will be shared. It is certainly eye open-
ing, the many steps, hurdles, thought processes
and monies already spent to get to where we are
today.

You ask where are we today? We now as a
town have gone through a complete schematic
design phase (conceptual drawings and plans)
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that have been reviewed, picked apart and
changes made to, to move on to the design de-
velopment phase (final plans). Now that these
plans are done, they are next made into actual
construction drawings. These are then sent to
contractors to bid on to actually build this new
facility. This is the first time in 16 years that we
have actual design development plans and not
just speculation or conjecture.

I hope that those that took a flyer, that was
available at the booth this past weekend, will
email us at DPWAC@hebronct.gov with any
questions. Please do visit www.hebronct.com
for the latest FAQs and do come to and partici-
pate in meetings. Our next regularly scheduled
meeting is 4/20/2026, 6:30 p.m. at the Hebron
Town Hall.

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman
Hebron DPWAC

My Beliefs on Taxation
To the Editor:

Before we get much further down the road
of tax discussions, I'd like to give a brief expla-
nation as to what my beliefs on the concept of
taxation are.

I am not against taxes. I believe that I have a
responsibility to chip in to the community pot
in order for the whole community to work. And
I believe individuals should contribute accord-
ing to their means.

I believe a taxing system, the process of not-
ing community needs and levying amounts of
taxation bears a huge responsibility.

I am against the uneven splitting up of that
community pot of taxes. Such a process will not
accomplish one of my goals of living in a bal-
anced and healthy community.

I am of the belief that if a system does not
work for all, it will eventually not work for any-
one.

Terry McManus - Hebron

Hebron Budget, Continued
To the Editor:

Have you wondered what goes into your
property/car tax bill amount?

-- Connecticut does not have a statewide
property tax so each of the 169 municipalities is
an independent taxing authority — they assess,
levy and collect taxes from property owners.

-- How are property taxes calculated? By state
statute, a real, and motor vehicle property is val-
ued at 70% of its fair market rate and that as-
sessment must occur every five years. Hebron ‘s
next revaluation is scheduled for next year.

-- How are grand lists developed? A town’s
grand list is the total assessed value of real (resi-
dential business/commercial), land and motor
vehicles. That grand list number directly feed
into a municipality’s annual budget calculation.

-- What’s the connection between grand lists
and mill rates? During budget season, town de-
partment heads submit their budgets and fund-
ing requests. With that data, the tax assessor
calculates how much revenue is needed to fulfill
those proposed budget requests. Mill rate = net
property tax requirement divided by net grand
list x 1,000

-- Remember, a town’s mill rate is not reflec-
tive of property values but rather the scope of
services each community expects. It’s an annual
balancing act.

Claudia Riley - Amston

Note: Riley is a member of the Town Council,
but is writing as an individual.

HUGE SPRING

SALE
Get Ready

For The Season!
Take 10% OFF Service
& Parts Used.

Trailers
~com

Parts & Service

451 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT
just off Rte. 2

860-603-2368

CIT3-19-26

Colchester Board of Finance
To the Editor:

Apparently, the Board of Finance, seeing the
current financial mess Colchester is in and the
possibility of public outrage, has now seen fit to
hold meetings to quell this outrage. Why do I
sense a dog and pony show? Maybe because of
the letter that BOF sent to Rivereast using the
same old tired catchphrases such as ‘support
the services, ‘quality of life, and ‘excellent edu-
cational programs that make this town a proud
place to live’ (as with many other towns that fit
that description).

They know that by using these phrases it will
lull the public into believing all is well.

Frank Grande - Colchester

Connection to the Collection
To the Editor:

March 31st is Transgender Day of Visibility!
Richmond Memorial Library has several offerings.

Learn all about gender with books like Gen-
der: Your Guide: A Gender-Friendly Primer On
What to Know, What to Say, and What to Do in
the New Gender Culture by Lee Airton or The T
in LGBT: Everything You Need to Know About
Being Trans by Jamie Raines.

Teach your children about diversity and ac-
ceptance by reading picture books like Jack (not
Jackie) by Erica Silverman and When Aidan Be-
came a Brother by Kyle Lukoft.

More of a fiction fan? We recommend read-
ing The Spirit Bares Its Teeth by Andrew Joseph
White, or Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides!

Transgender Visibility Day is about cel-
ebrating the wide spectrum of gender and the
accomplishments of transgender individuals
throughout history. Visit Richmond Memorial
Library today to learn more.

Richmond Memorial Library
Marlborough

Thank You, Polish Club
To the Editor:

All of our members in the Colchester Veter-
ans Honor Guard wish to express their thanks
and appreciation to St. Joseph’s Polish Club for
the generous donation resulting from their Pol-
ish Dinner fundraiser. Our thanks are also ex-
tended to the Polish Club kitchen crew for their
fabulous food and their fantastic efforts in the
kitchen. We also want to make special thanks
to Dennis Polinski and this musicians for their
wonderful Polish music that accompanied the
dinner and dancing.

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club contribution is
much appreciated by all the members of the
Honor Guard and the military families we serve
during funeral honors ceremonies.

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club’s support is in-
strumental in enabling our Honor Guard to
continue its efforts to recognize and honor the
dedicated service of deceased members of the
Armed Forces of the United States. The Polish
Club is a positive example for all of the com-
munity service groups in Colchester.

Sincerely Yours,
Alphonse Letendre
Deputy Commander

WANTED TO BUY

Colchester’s Finances

Are in Crisis!
To the Editor:

Colchester is rushing $20 million in new
spending despite a forensic audit uncovering se-
rious financial concerns that voters were never
informed about.

Colchester voters approved $20 million at
referendum on Feb. 24, and just two days later,
on Feb. 26, the Democrat-controlled Board of
Education requested a forensic audit of its own
finances. That sequence alone should alarm ev-
ery taxpayer.

A forensic audit is not routine. Unlike a stan-
dard audit, which reviews basic accounting
practices, a forensic audit is used when there
are concerns about serious financial misman-
agement, fraud, or misuse of funds. Calling for
one immediately after a public vote raises an
obvious question: why weren't voters told be-
fore they were asked to approve millions in new
spending?

Residents went to the polls without being
informed of the $1M shortfall in the health re-
serve and an additional $4M deficit. Thats not a
minor oversight — that's material financial infor-
mation. Transparency is not optional when ask-
ing taxpayers to commit this level of funding.

Democrats control the Board of Finance,
Board of Education, and Board of Selectmen.
What did town leadership know, and when? If
these concerns existed prior to the vote, why
were they not disclosed?

Board of Selectmen member Tim Vaillan-
court urged First Selectman Bernie Dennler to
postpone the referendum following the largest
snowstorm to hit Connecticut since 1978. In-
stead, the vote was held the very next day, when
many residents were still digging out, roads re-
mained dangerous, and even schools were can-
celed. Moving forward under those conditions
limited voter participation and raised real safety
concerns.

Taken together, the timing is difficult to ig-
nore: a major vote held immediately after a his-
toric storm, followed almost immediately by a
vote for a forensic audit. Residents are left to
ask whether the vote was pushed forward be-
fore critical financial information could come
to light.

With a forensic audit now underway, con-
tinuing additional spending sends the wrong
message. Why not pause the project until the
town has a clear, verified understanding of its
financial position?

Colchester taxpayers deserve transparency,
accountability, and leadership that puts facts be-
fore decisions — not after them. They should not
be asked to bear this burden in the dark.

Until clear answers are provided, trust in
town leadership — particularly First Selectman
Dennler’s decisions — has been severely under-
mined. The project should be paused immedi-
ately, and residents should demand responsible
leadership that prioritizes public safety, fiscal
integrity, and full transparency - not rushed de-
cisions that put all three at risk.

Cyndee Laribee - Colchester

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

How Is a Home’s True Market Value Determined?

Thin Skin, Your Dime
To the Editor:

Tim Vaillancourt has been involved in local
politics for some time. In that time, residents
who attend meetings have seen a pattern: in-
terruptions, unsubstantiated allegations, and,
when anyone pushes back, the meeting grinds
to a halt over his hurt feelings.

A video from a previous meeting about the
Board of Education’s health insurance debacle
popped up on Facebook. In it, someone told
Tim he didn’t understand something. That’s it.
That was enough to send the whole thing side-
ways. I commented on his inability to control
his emotions. Tim’s response was to call me a
“punk” and a “keyboard tough guy;” tell me I
didn’'t have the “balls” to say it to his face, and
let me know he’s “not hard to find”

So just to be clear. I said he can’t handle his
emotions when his ego gets bruised. And his
response was to lose his mind on Facebook and
basically challenge me to a fight over a social
media comment. I'm not sure he understands
how he’s making my point for me.

An elected official threatened a constituent
on Facebook because his ego got bruised. That
same ego, unchecked in a board meeting, prob-
ably cost all of us money. If Tim had kept it to-
gether during the health insurance discussions,
we might not be looking at the bill we're looking
at now. Turns out the most expensive thing in
the Colchester budget isn’'t roads or schools, it’s
Tim’s bruised ego.

John Farell - Colchester

Convenient, But Not True
To the Editor:

Last week in the Rivereast, John Farrell, a reli-
able cheerleader for Bernie Dennler and, at this
point, a de facto spokesman for the Colchester
Democratic Town Committee, tried to pin the
health reserve mess entirely on Republicans.
According to him, there’s simply no way anyone
aligned with his side could share responsibility.

That’s convenient. Its also not true.

Here’s the part I actually agree with: Repub-
licans do share some blame. Specifically, Re-
publican leadership on the Board of Education.
And that wasn’t some sudden realization after
the fact. Myself, Mike Dubreuil, and others were
raising concerns about that leadership for years.
Loudly. Consistently. Publicly.

It got to the point where Republicans re-
moved then Board of Education members
Donna Antonacci and Margo Gignac from their
town committee. They didn't endorse them.
Didn’t nominate them for the ballot. And when
they tried to run anyway as a third-party slate,
the voters made their feelings crystal clear. They
finished dead last. Not close. Not debatable. The
town rejected them outright.

So if Democrats suddenly care about ac-
countability, where were they then? Were they
listening?

Of course not. On a good day, we were ig-
nored. Most days, we were mocked. Farrell
himself praised that same Board of Education
leadership at public meetings. Bernie and his
campaign used Republican disagreement as a

See Letters, page 6
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One of the most common questions homeowners ask is: What is my home really worth?
The answer isn't as straight(%orward as many expect.

A home’s true market value isn’t determined by an online estimate or even what a neigh-
bor’s home sold for. It’s ultimately determined by what a willing buyer is prepared to pay
in the current market.

That said, there are several key factors that influence that number.

The first is comparable sales. Recent sales of similar homes — often referred to as
“comps” — provide a baseline. These are homes with similar size, location, condition,
and features that have sold recently in the same general area.

But not all comps are equal.

Adjustments are often needed based on differences such as lot size, updates, layout, age,
and overall condition. A home that has been well-maintained and updated wiﬁ,typically
command a higher price than one that has not, even if they appear similar on paper.
Market conditions ;ﬁso play a major role. In a competitive market with limited invento-
ry, buyers may be willing to pay more. In a slower market, pricing becomes more sensi-
tive, and buyers tend to be more selective.

Another factor is positioning. Pricing strategy, presentation, and marketing all influence
how buyers perceive value. The same home can generate very different results depending
on how it’s introduced to the market.

In the end, a home’s value isn't fixed — it’s a range. The goal is to position it in a way that
attracts strong interest and allows the market to respong.

Understanding how these factors come together is what helps sellers make informed
decisions and achieve the best possible outcome.

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes
« 2 homes sold
o Average sale price: $402,500
« Average sale-to-list ratio: 104%
o Average days on market: 7 days
« Median days on market: 7 days

Condos
« 2 sold at an average of $522,500
« Sale-to-list ratio: 104%
« Days on market: 5 days
Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

talking point, dismissing every concern as po-
litical theater.

And then came the decision that says every-
thing. Despite clear opposition from Republi-
cans, including an official endorsement of Mike
Dubreuil from the Republican Town Commit-
tee, Democrats on the Board of Finance ap-
pointed previous BOE chair Donna Antonacci
to the vacant Republican seat anyway.

Let that sink in.

They ignored the voters. Ignored the Republi-
can party. Ignored the warnings. And now they
want to turn around and blame Republicans for
the very situation they chose to embrace?

That’s not accountability. That’s partisan pro-
paganda.

So what's their solution now? Not account-
ability. Not reflection. Apparently, accountabil-
ity is “too vague” of a word. Instead, it’s deflect,
blame, and ask residents to cover it, to the tune
of about $1,000 more a year for the average tax-
payer.

You didn’t have to agree with me when I was a
selectman, or with Bisbikos. Our disagreements
were public, and loud. But we never would have
done this. And if we had, you can bet Farrell,
Dennler, and the Colchester DTC would have
been shouting about it from every corner of
town.

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester

Best Options
To the Editor:

“Lack of funding is consistently cited as a barri-
er to implementing green infrastructure. However,
because green infrastructure projects offer multi-
ple benefits, they can qualify for a variety of feder-
al, nonprofit, and local funding sources. Technical
assistance programs can help communities pre-
pare and apply for this unprecedented funding” -
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

At the 3/16/26 Department of Public Works
Action Committee meeting, a Hebron resident
wondered if people couldn’t lose their homes
due to increased property taxes. After all, $28
million is a big number and not our only ex-
pense. Fortunately, municipalities, generally, get
better loan rates than private homeowners and
there are multiple funding options to help oft-
set associated costs. A modern PW with green
infrastructure, is a wise investment because it
benefits us both financially and environmen-
tally. It is something we should be seeking
grants for. See CT Clean Water at portal.ct.gov.
DPW STEAP funding. US EPA epa.gov/green-
infrastructure. US Economic Development
Administration @eda.gov/funding/programs/
public-works. EDA Public Works and Econom-
ic Adjustment Assistance Programs, grants.gov/
search-results-detail/346815. Nobody wants to
see anyone lose their home.

At the same meeting, we heard about a group
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Contact
TED WILLIAMS
Certified by
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www.ConnecticutPiano Tuning.com
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Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only. |
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

I sznﬂ 0FF Any lajr?e

RE3-20-26

I 71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

860-228-9375 I

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm
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who is, apparently, pushing back, against the
cost of the project. Unfortunately, the costs
are the costs. Our site is beyond repair. Build-
ing new, versus upgrading old, means we must
adhere to state mandates. These mandates were
created to address chronic pollution generated
by industrial type facilities. Additionally, He-
bron has been warned repeatedly about unsafe
working conditions leaving the town under
pressure to build a better facility.

Arguing over money, at this point, seems
counterproductive. We must move forward. By
combining forces, and working together, wed
have a better chance of reducing costs through
state, regional and federal programs. In some
cases, were late for 2026, because projected
costs were necessary prior to applying. But, we
should be on track for 2027.

Having reviewed approximately 37 proper-
ties, including the Raymond Brook Watershed/
Kinney Rd and Burnt Hill, town hall agreed
that confining our industrial pollution to an al-
ready compromised site is the wisest choice. A
new PW, at any other location, poses threats to
groundwater while potentially generating traffic
issues. Costs would spiral from there. Confining
pollution, working together towards infrastruc-
ture funding, attending meetings, supporting
the Action Committee and 550 Old Colchester
Road, are still our best options. #savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston

Dementia Talks No. 53
To the Editor:

So sorry that I missed last week’s deadline for
publishing! Life does happen!

Mom: Glass .... Float... boat...

Me: 22222

Mom: But my cousin told me to wait here!

Me: Ok, let'’s walk over and sit by the door
then.

Mom: The tail (as a question)

Me: 22222

Soon after the COVID-19 outbreak cleared in
the community, my decoder-ring for translating
what Mom was saying to what she was really
communicating .... well, my decoder-ring ‘went
up in smoke’

We have now shifted into what people might
consider “word salad.” At times the decoder ring
works like a gem and I can meet Mom where
she is, but as of late it frequently short-circuits
and I do my best to meet Mom where she is; but
admittedly I may not know where she is in the
moment.

Is it frustrating? You bet.

However, I watch others interact with Mom
and it brings me comfort that we are on a jour-
ney that others, in this oasis of a community, are
also on. All at a different phase. All navigating
uncharted waters. But we learn from observa-
tion, listening, and trying (with empathy).

We need to go slow, encourage where en-

sparkles
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Check our Facebook page for upcoming events!

sSpringtime in Bloom

Wood Flower Crafting Workshop

saturday, April 1111 4-6pm $40 pp.
Sign up at the shop counter
or call DAWN at 860-908-9746

All materials included, your
choice of 2 Spring palette

Fresh, Organic Produce, Dairy Products,
Olive Oils & Balsamics, Baked Goods,
Coffee & Tea, and so much more!
Located at 582 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
860-537-4798 - goodearthgiftandgarden @gmail.com

to reserve your spot.
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couragement is needed, adapt to the situation,
stop pushing to do something when it is obvi-
ous “whatever it is” just isn’t going to happen,
and engage in different ways. Always leading
with respect, dignity, empathy, compassion and
kindness. Oh, and calm!!! Yes, try to remain
calm!! If you are frustrated, walk away, breathe,
then come back.

Wishing everyone well as the spring flowers
poke through the ground, and know that you
are not alone.

PS. - thank you to all that stopped at our
#HebronRocksAlz table at the Maple Fest.
Greatly appreciated!

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

Craft Fair Thanks
To the Editor:

Gilead Congregational Church, UCC extends
our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped
make our Maplefest Craft Fair a success this
weekend, celebrating local talent, the Hebron
community, and small businesses!

We are deeply grateful to:

- Our talented vendors for sharing their time,
skills, and beautiful handmade goods

- Our dedicated volunteers and organizers for
their planning, setup, and warm hospitality

- Our shoppers and festival visitors for sup-
porting local artisans and strengthening com-
munity ties

The day was filled with the kind of neighborly
spirit that defines Gilead’s community traditions
- thank you so much to everyone who joined us!

For more information about Gilead Congre-
gational Church, UCC and future events, please
contact our church office.

Rev. Brian C. Hardee, Pastor
Gilead Congregational Church

Aging With Choice,
Dignity, and a Plan
To the Editor:

Most of us do not spend much time thinking
about how our needs may change as we age. It
can feel overwhelming to consider that one day
we may need to modify our homes to remain
safe, find reliable transportation if we are no
longer able to drive, or possibly make the diffi-
cult decision to leave a home filled with memo-
ries. Yet learning about these possibilities early
gives us something incredibly important, the
ability to plan ahead, preserve independence,
and make choices on our own terms.

Affordable housing and the ability to age in
place are critical issues for many older adults
and families in our community. Based on dis-
cussion with the Portland Housing Author-
ity, applications for Quarry Heights have not
opened since 2022, and Chatham Court since
2024. This highlights how limited the avail-
ability of affordable housing can be and how
few options there may be to remain in Port-
land as needs change over time. Hopefully that
will change in the very near future, but until
then, it is important for residents to be aware
of other options that may be available nearby.
For those who may have the financial ability,
other housing options in Portland that support
older adults, such as Brainerd Place, may also be
worth exploring and we will be discussing this
new option in the future. These are all options
worth discussing and preparing for before we
find ourselves in a time of crisis.

At the Portland Senior Center, we are slowly
and thoughtfully bringing these important, of-
ten avoided topics to light through education
and by sharing local resources that can help
individuals and families prepare for the future.
Whether someone hopes to remain in their
home with thoughtful modifications, needs
transportation supports, or may eventually con-
sider different housing options, having informa-
tion can make all the difference.

As part of this effort, we are hosting Heritage
Commons of Middletown, just over the bridge,
to provide helpful information about a local af-
fordable housing option so residents can learn
more about choices that may be available close
to home.

We invite the community to join us at the Se-
nior Center for a Lunch and Learn with Heri-
tage Commons on Monday, April 6, at noon,
to learn more about affordable housing, aging
in place, and planning ahead in a way that sup-
ports dignity, safety, and wellbeing. Registration
is required to attend.

These conversations are not always easy, but
they are important. Understanding options
today can help provide comfort, stability, and
peace of mind for the future.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Director/Municipal Agent
Portland Senior Center

We Need Your Help
To the Editor:

Programs and events in celebration of the
250th anniversary of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence are moving right along. First, we're
assembling a time capsule to be unearthed on
the nation’s 300th in 2076. Suggestions are wel-
come - email terryagrady@aol.com.

Second, we are assembling a commemorative
book highlighting the celebration and business
and personal ads are available. For information
on size and cost, email terryagrady@aol.com

And to keep up to date on other programs
and events, follow our Facebook page - Amer-
ica250 Portland CT

Thank you,
America250 Portland CT Committee

Bernie’s Fiscal Cliff
To the Editor:

Colchester is heading toward a fiscal cliff, and
residents should be clear about how it happened
and who was responsible.

This is Bernie Dennler and the Democrats’
fiscal cliff, and it may prove to be the most seri-
ous financial failure our town has experienced
in decades.

For years, Democrats have controlled the
Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance,
and now the Board of Education. They set the
budgets, oversaw the health insurance reserve,
and were responsible for asking the hard ques-
tions.

As early as March 2025, questions were raised
about rising claims and whether contributions
were keeping pace. Those warnings were not
acted on. Instead, the reserve was allowed to de-
teriorate rapidly, with the BOE’s balance drop-
ping by well over a million dollars in just a few
months.

After Democrats took control of the BOE in
November, they chose to place former Repub-
lican BOE Chair Donna Antonacci onto the
Board of Finance, despite objections from the

Republican Town Committee. That decision
tied past oversight directly to the body respon-
sible for financial review.

Now we are seeing the consequences. A con-
sultant has warned that the BOE could run out
of insurance funds before the end of the fiscal
year. At the same time, hundreds of thousands
of dollars in claims were misallocated between
the town and BOE and had to be corrected after
the fact. That is a breakdown in financial con-
trols.

The reports show inconsistent entries, de-
layed adjustments, and a lack of alignment be-
tween contributions and claims. In plain terms,
this reserve was not managed with the disci-
pline taxpayers expect.

The ongoing forensic audit is being framed
as a BOE issue, but this is a shared insurance
reserve. Any audit is, by definition, a joint audit
of both the BOE and the Town. Every failure in
oversight belongs to the entire system and spe-
cifically the Board of Finance.

And what is the response from town leader-
ship? Not accountability. Not ownership. In-
stead, residents are being asked to absorb tax
increases to cover the shortfall.

That is not responsible governance. It is the
cost of failed oversight being handed to taxpay-
ers.

Colchester deserves accountability. Taxpayers
should not be asked to pay for failures they were
never told about.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Here We Go Again
To the Editor:

Mr. Terry McManus of Hebron wrote a point-
ed letter titled “No Increase to School Budgets”
in the March 20th issue of Rivereast. This letter
is so spot-on that I can cannot improve on his
message, so I apologize upfront and will bor-
row liberally from his text in my letter to East
Hampton’s BOF and our Town Council.

The BOE in East Hampton has started their

annual campaign for a bigger budget, which will
increase property taxes again. As a reminder,
EH has suffered a 4-5% tax increase yearly for
the past several years, as well as a recent proper-
ty revaluation, and yet our police remain short-
handed, roads in disrepair, run-off in the lake,
and no potable water system. Soon we will hear
from the TC and BOF outlining a proposed
budget for the BOE. I have a feeling that these
presentations tone and scope will greatly resem-
ble those of past years, complete with the usual
rhetoric about cutting classes, teachers, etc. The
BOE mission statement states We partner with
our families and community to prepare confi-
dent, compassionate, and collaborative learners
who navigate a complex, global society. In prior
years, pleadings by citizens of EH to the BOE
have been made to trim their spending. The re-
quests were not made in objection to education,
but to ensure the fiscal health of the entire com-
munity. These pleadings have generally gone
unheeded. So much for “partnering with our
community.”

The continued successful fiscal maneuvering
by the BOE, TC, and BOF has helped ensure
three things: The passage of the increased BOE
budget; ever-increasing tax burden on EH resi-
dents, and the continued deterioration of the
EH infrastructure.

I respectfully request the TC and BOF ask the
BOE to submit a zero-increase budget for the
next three years. This budget would conform
with Connecticut's MBR requirements and give
all EH taxpayers much needed relief, particular-
ly to the elderly and fixed-income residents. A
zero-increase budget entails freezing of wages,
benefits and salary steps, and other cost-cutting
measures, just like the rest of the real world has
to endure. The BOE should be held accountable
for lowering costs, and certainly should not be
putting the burden of irresponsible spending on
the taxpayers of East Hampton again.

Bob Yenkner - East Hampton

See Letters, page 32
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LIGHTHOUSE
SEAFOOD&GRILL

Family owned & operated

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11AM - 8PM
Fri, Sat 11Am - 9PMm ¢ Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

MARCH SPECIAL!
FISHERMAN’S PLATTER

Call or stop in for a menu today!

662 Portland-Cobalt Rd
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Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-4968

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 days 5:00am-1:00prm

| RESTAURANT | Gluten Free Menu Available

860.852.5189

Portland, CT

mmCAMPAG

APPETIZERS

PASTA COURSE

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

EASTER

serving regular
menu plus
traditional ham
and Rack of
Lamb
MAKE YOUR

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparaqus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUPOR S l.ﬂll Cup of soup of the day or garden salad
DINNER CHOICES

Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
crackers in a brown cognac sauce

Stuffed Sele (rab meat stuffing

Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - A« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single -
Served Every Friday and Saturday
DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

(. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

N A m

Breakfast with the

Easter Bunny |

Sunday, March 29" 8:30 to 11AM
Stop in and see us!

Come Get Your Takeout For Lunch!

==

NARLBOROUGH

BAKERY AND CAFE

Q a‘
RE3-27-26

JOIN US THIS
EASTER SEASON.
OUR BAKERY IS
OVERFLOWING WITH
THE WARMTH, TRADITION
AND SWEETNESS OF
THE HOLIDAY.

served over spinach

BABKA-CHOCOLATE OR CINNAMON OR CHEESE
ZEPPOLI-TRADITIONAL ITALIAN FILLED PASTRIES
BOMBALONE-FLUFFY, RICH, SWEET-FILLED

ITALIAN DOUGHNUTS
EASTER BREADS & CAKES
MINI EGG-SHAPED CAKE
CUSTARD PIE ¢ RICOTTA PIE
TRADITIONAL ITALIAN EASTER HAM PIE

SPECIALTIES

AN

B

SPRING HOURS: Grill open weeRdays til 4pm for Breakfast & Lunch -
Bakery Open Til 5pm ¢ Saturday and Sunday - Grill & Bakery Open til 3pm.

IlCIT3-27-26

Open Easter Sunday 6aM-noon
Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 5pM, Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pM

Located at 8 Independence Dr., MarIborough
(860) 295-9251
www.marlboroughbakeryandcafe.com

RE2-27-26
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RHAM Siblings Carry Sw1mm1ng Co- Op

By Josh Howard

Swimmers from RHAM High School domi-
nated the leaderboards at this year’s conference
and state boys swimming championships.

Most notable, it was a pair of siblings that
helped the Manchester co-op to one of their
most successful seasons in recent memory.

At the Central Connecticut Conference
(CCC) championships in February, the brother
duo of Will and Beckett Krajewski, of Hebron,
had a hand in five gold medals.

Beckett, a sophomore, won the 200 Individu-
al Medley (IM) and the 100 Breaststroke. Will,
a junior, took home the top spot in the 100 But-
terfly and also placed second to his brother in
the 100 Breaststroke.

Additionally, the two joined the brother-sis-
ter tandem from Amston in Alejandro Chalfant
and Elana Chalfant - a freshman girl swimming
with the boys team - to win both the 200 Med-
ley Relay and 400 Freestyle Relay.

“This was the best season of my three years
on the team,” said Will. “We had six or seven
people that could really make the difference on
the team.”

The success bled over into the Class LL cham-
pionships where the co-op placed sixth overall
as a team as the Class LL finals.

Alejandro, a senior, won the state title in the
50 Freestyle. Beckett took home silver in the 100
Breaststroke and bronze in the 100 Freestyle,
while Will captured fourth in both the 100 But-
terfly and the 100 Breaststroke.

The Krajewski brother also teamed with Ale-
jandro and freshman Knox Thompson for a
bronze medal, finishing third overall in the 200
Medley Relay.

Whether it is swimming against the oppo-
nents in their own races or teaming with the
relay teams, Beckett noted that winning is about
your ability to push yourself, adding, “You just
have to want it at the end of the day”

The co-op - featuring swimmers from RHAM,
Manchester and Coventry - closed out the sea-
son with an 11th place showing at the State Open.

Head coach Michael Krajewski, Will and

Beckett’s father, was impressed with his team’s
ablhty to go toe-to-toe with the state’s top talent.

“We were going against the biggest schools in
the state,” added the veteran coach. “It’s hard to
compete when youre going against Greenwich
and Glastonbury”

Part of the challenge for the swimmers from
RHAM is the logistics of competing with the
co-op. Unlike other teams that practice at the
school, the swimmers have to take the daily trip
to Manchester to train with their teammates
once school let outs.

But for Will and Beckett, the commute does
phases them because the pool is their home
away from home.

Both their father Michael (University of New
Hampshire) and mother Jaime (Central Con-
necticut State University) swam at the Division
I level before becoming coaches.

The brothers also have a rivalry with each
other that dates back to when they first dipped
their toes in the water.

Will said the brothers are “extremely compet-
itive” with each other and Beckett added the in-
ter-family battles have driven them to perform
better on race day.

But that wasn’t always the case.

“It used to bring out the worst in them,” joked
their father. “Theyd literally fight each other in
the car on the way home, but as they get older
it’s bringing out the best in them”

He added that Will’s passion for the sport al-
lows him to succeed and Beckett has matched
that intensity over the last year, noting, “He’s got
a lot of talent and now he’s become stronger.”

After starting to swim year round in youth,
the COVID-19 pandemic shut down swimming
when the two were in middle school.

Once things reopened, the brothers slowly
ramped back up their training and are now two
of the top swimmers in the state.

Both expressed that they now have a passion
for a sport that requires both dedication and in-
ternal fortitude.

“It's about who wants it more at the end of
the day;” Will said of his approach to swimming.

KinderRHAMa Registration is Open

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-
RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High
School, has opened registration for students for
the 2026-27 year. Children ages 3-5 can attend
the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 1,
2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program
and RHAM students assist in the classroom.
The program follows the Early Learning Devel-
opment Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT
for preschool aged children. Regular activities
include circle/story time, outside play, science
and math based activities, and daily arts and
crafts projects.

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The
3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There
are also limited spaces to have your child attend

ﬂ;ﬁ BROTHERS OIL
Sincel9 g GOHPA“Y

860-289-9468 + 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

WE ACCEPT
ENERGY ASSISTANCE

www.BrothersOil.com ==
HOD |14 « S7-308374

WHEII THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DEI.IVEB!

CIT9-10-20
—

VISA

five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the
three-day program is $4,465/year; and the
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the
three-day/week program with extended day
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 am.-3
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10
installments. Financial aid may be available for
families who qualify.

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will
be informed as to whether their child has a
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Mur-
ray at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org.

Incoming Parent

Orientation
RHAM Middle School’s Orientation and
Transition Program for parents/guardians
of incoming 7th graders on Tuesday, April
7, at 6 p.m., in the high school auditorium.

‘Kids vs. Cops’
Basketball Game

All are invited to some watch the “Kids vs.
Cops” basketball game at RHAM High School
on Friday, March 27, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This is
the third straight year for the free event.

“We Meet By rccident”

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
Portland, CT 06480

Pe Olode
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street g
South Glastonbury &
TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2

Like us on
Facebook

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionlic.com

RE11-6-20
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will Krajewski and Beckett Krajewski are brothers from RHAM High School that
helped the Manchester co-op boys swimming and diving team make waves at the
conference and state championships.

“When you get into the water, you have to be
faster than the person next to you?”

Beckett added, “It’s all on you; that’s what I
like about it. If you lose, you can’t blame it on
anybody else”

The two also swim for Storrs Aquatics Club,
a member of USA Swimming, and will be com-
peting in Ithaca, N.Y., with the club team this
weekend.

Outside the pool, Will plays soccer and runs
track, while Beckett has recently expanded his

sports horizon and is playing lacrosse for the
first time this spring.

The Krajewski brothers, along with the Chal-
fants have continued a tradition of dynamic
sibling swimming duos to come out of RHAM
High School. Sisters Alcia Mathieu (2010 grad-
uate) and Tylor Mathieu (2019 graduate) were
State Open champion swimmers at the school
before both swam at the University of Florida.

Both Will and Beckett noted that State Open
championships are the aspiration for next year.

Attention Essayists and Orators!

The Hebron 250 Committee is sponsor-
ing an essay and oratorical contest for RHAM
High School students. The winning entry will
be awarded $250 and will present their essay at
Hebron’s July 4th ceremony. Here is a summary
of the guidelines:

Theme: During the American Revolution,
Connecticut was called “The Provisions State”
What did the eastern region of Connecticut,
including Hebron, Andover, Marlborough and
Columbia, contribute to the war effort? Please
explore the contributions of soldiers, women

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
committees? The reader argued it would just
make things more transparent — and, like I
said, I felt it was a good point.

So, starting next week, it would be helpful
for anyone sending in letters dealing with is-
sues of municipal governance - i.e., budget
issues, school issues, land issues, etc. - to
indicate at the end of their letter if they’re a
member of their town’s Republican or Demo-
cratic town committee. Obviously, if youre
writing a thank-you letter or talking about,
say, the Hebron Maple Fest, you don't need to
bother. But, like I said, if it’s related to munici-
pal governance, it would be helpful to include.

When I was a young reporter, and would be-
gin covering a town, I'd sometimes have people
on various boards or commissions — not all of
them, but definitely a few - tell me “Oh, we're
not political” I smiled and nodded, but it felt
a little Pollyanna-ish to me, and sure enough,
more often than not, board members’ political
differences would become an issue, and youd
see party-line votes on certain matters.

And that was 20+ years ago. Things have
gotten only more polarized since then. So
it’s not surprising to see issues on the letters
pages get boiled down to members of political
parties blaming each other, too often in lieu
of actual solutions. Disappointing? Sure. But
not surprising. Its helpful, then, to indicate
whether you’re on the Democratic or Repub-
lican town committee in your municipality.
Are you directly involved in helping to shape
your party’s strategy on a particular subject -
or are you more of a casual observer?

I realize I've written a small essay here — don’t
I always? — but your note can be quite simple. At
the end of your letter, just state if you're a mem-
ber of your town’s Republican or Democratic
town committee and, if you are, if you hold any
officer position with them (like president, vice
president, secretary). Like I said, it would be
helpful in terms of full transparency.

* % %

On another note, a much more pleasant sea-
son than budget season just started this week.
It’s, once again and at long last, baseball season.

In fact, by the time you read this you'll

working on the homefront, farmers and manu-
facturers.

Format and Writing standards: 500 words
(3.5 - 5 minute speech); MLA style and guide-
lines; original writing, without the use of Al ap-
plications.

Deadline: Friday, March 27.

More information is available through coor-
dinating teachers at RHAM, Margaret Clifton,
Jennifer Stachowiak and Rebecca Fontaine. You
may also email Lynn Leavenworth at lleaven-
wortharc17@gmail.com.

know if my beloved New York Mets won their
first game of the season or not. Obviously, 'm
hoping the answer is “of course they did!” and
I'm hoping it’s the first of many victories for
the Metropolitans.

This was an adventurous offseason for my
boys in blue and orange. David Stearns, the
team’s president of baseball operations, basi-
cally blew up the existing core. Gone were
longtime fan favorites Jeff McNeil, Brandon
Nimmo and, perhaps most troublingly, Pete
Alonso. Alonso had just last year set the fran-
chise’s all-time record for home runs. (Hed al-
ready - easily — held the team record for most
home runs in a single season.) He helped pro-
pel the Mets to a rather deep (Game 6 of the
NLCS deep) playoff run in 2024. And like I
said, the fans loved him.

But Pete was a free agent this past offsea-
son, in search of a long-term deal, and the
Mets didn't want to give it to him. Too risky,
they thought. Personally, I feel that when
youre owned by one of the wealthiest men on
the planet in Steve Cohen you can afford to
take that risk, but what do I know? The bot-
tom line is the Mets let him walk, and he took
a big-money deal with the Baltimore Orioles;
at least it wasn’t with a divisional rival.

Replacing Alonso’s bat is a near-impossible
task, but the Mets feel that, with the combina-
tion of hitters they added (including former
Toronto Blue Jay Bo Bichette), as well as the
addition of a legit pitching stud in Freddy Per-
alta, they’re well-positioned for a deep Octo-
ber run. And many in the media agree; News-
week just a few days ago predicted the Mets to
win the National League pennant. (I've always
liked Newsweek.)

I'd be thrilled if a pennant is indeed in the
Metsies’ future. And absolutely ecstatic if a
world championship is. The Mets’ longtime,
and wonderful, radio broadcaster Howie Rose
(“Put it in the books!”) has announced he’ll be
retiring at the end of this season. It would be
fantastic to give him a championship to call
on his way out.

* ok %

See you next week.



NEWS BULLETIN « March 27, 2026

Page 9

Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland

By Anne Lilburn
Portland held back-to-back Board of Select-
men meetings on Wednesday, March 18, where
they approved contracts related to the town’s on-
going municipal water plans, as well as improve-
ments needed at its wastewater treatment plant.

The first (very short) meeting was dedicated
to a single issue: the approval of a contract with
Snyder Civil Engineering for design services for
the town’s new well. Though Snyder was not the
lowest bidder, they were the best match for the
town, said Director of Public Works Jason Mor-
rocco.

Snyder, he said, had the “best grasp of what
the town’s vision is as far as what we want from a
building, what we want from any type of future
expansion if we need to treat the water” He also
said they took into consideration the possibility
of hooking up the well system to the town’s cur-
rent water infrastructure.

Board member Bobby Hetrick, a Republican,
sought to clarify that.

“So Snyder wasn't the lowest bidder, but they’re
offering more in their bid than the others?”

First Selectman Mike Pelton, also a Repub-
lican, said yes, and added that Snyder seemed
committed to meeting an aggressive schedule.

Hetrick said that that made sense, given that
“Snyder is one of the bigger and better civil engi-
neers for water in the state”

Board member Jim Tripp added that Snyder
had given the most “complete response” of all the
vendors, and the company showed it was think-
ing about the timeline.

“They gave us a lot of confidence,” he said.

While the cost of the contract for the whole
project is nearly $1.12M, Morrocco said that the
town would initially only bond the amount for
the survey, design and planning phases, which
totals $564,315. That way, the town will be able
to start payments on that smaller amount before
bonding the rest, allowing the interest on the
larger amount not to be drawn out.

The vote to approve the water development
contract with Snyder Civil Engineering passed
unanimously.

* % b

Not long after that, at the nights regularly

scheduled meeting, Morrocco was back, this

time asking the board to approve the spending of
$23,500 on a new paperless videographic record-
er and related required equipment and software
to replace the current out-of-date and failing
chart readers at the town’s wastewater treatment
plant.

Currently, Morrocco said, the town’s old paper
chart readers, which record readings, are failing.
One, he said, is not working, while the other has
a “very temperamental pen””

Morrocco said that Knapp Engineering was
the “sole provider of this equipment and soft-
ware,” and that it matched the current equipment
that they used at other pump stations, meaning
that there would be “no learning curve” for op-
erators, making Knapp the best choice for the
town.

The board voted to approve the contract unan-
imously.

The board also voted to set a date for a public
hearing about the school consolidation plan and
referendum for April 15, and discussed the ongo-
ing work at Brainerd Place.

Pelton provided updates on some of the spe-
cifics there, including some weathertighting - a
process that protects against dampness and dam-
age due to moisture — on historic buildings. He
said the developer had only been granted a par-
tial certificate of occupancy until the work had
been completed.

Hetrick expressed frustration that some of that
work wasn’t proceeding according to plan and
schedule.

“We just keep giving and giving and we don't
seem to ever get anything back from that devel-
oper; he said. Pelton countered that he believed
the developer had been accommodating in other
circumstances, and said that the town would
push the developer to stick to what had been
agreed upon.

At one point in the meeting, a representative
from the Portland Committee on Solidarity gave
an update to the town, noting its recent Voices
of Portland event for Black History Month, as
well as an upcoming event for Asian American
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. In the
course of her remarks, she noted that many com-
mittee members regularly attended Thursday

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th
Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of
2026 Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-

mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, Bev-
erly Chester, Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Richard
Kearney, Nancy McKinstry Roch, Richard Pa-
woiczik, Mark Pierini, Maureen Robinson Jor-
dan, or Thomas Savage is asked to email Mary
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com
or message her on Facebook: Portland high
class 76.

Classmates can also verify current contact
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz.

Trinity Episcopal News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Holy Week Schedule: Palm Sunday service
on 3/29 at 9:30 a.m.; Maundy Thursday Dinner
and Service on 4/2 at 6 p.m.; Good Friday,
4/3 - Stations of the Cross on the Brownstone
Green at noon, and Good Friday service at 6:00
pm at Zion Lutheran Church; Easter Vigil on
4/4 at 7 p.m. at Church of the Holy Trinity in

Middletown; Easter Sunrise Service on 4/5 at
First Congregational Church at 7:30 a.m., and
Easter Sunday service at 9:30 a.m.

The church is open for prayer and meditation,
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m.
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions
are held at this time as well; all are welcome.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Grant to Aid Local Pond

The Jonah Center in Middletown recently re-
ceived a $75,000 grant to remove invasive water
chestnuts from bodies of water in the region,
including Pecausett Pond in Portland.

The grant comes from the Department of En-
ergy and Environmental Protection’s Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) grant program, which
each year invests funds into projects focused on
reducing the impacts of aquatic invasive species
in Connecticut waters.

These species, like hydrilla and zebra mussels,
can cause severe damage to water ecosystems.
They can harm and kill native plants and ani-
mals and can make boating, fishing and swim-
ming difficult or impossible, interfering with
businesses and recreation alike.

The AIS program was established in 2019
through the state legislature with the goal of
better protecting state waters.

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs

Applications are now available for a $500
scholarship offered by the Portland Garden
Clubs. The scholarship will be awarded to a
graduating high school senior who is a resident
of Portland and has been accepted at an accred-
ited college or post-secondary school and plans
to pursue a major in one of the following fields:
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation,
environmental studies, forestry, horticulture,
land management, landscape design, plant pa-
thology or allied subject. Applicants must have
a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden
Club. A review committee will consider the ap-
plicant’s academic record, ability to articulate
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

Application and letters of recommendations
need to be submitted to the applicant’s Guid-
ance or Counseling Department or emailed to
sueanderson06480@aol.com or portlandriver-
valleygc@gmail.com before April 20.

pro-democracy rallies, which became a topic of
conversation among board members later in the
meeting.

“What are your thoughts as selectmen on the
mentioning of the No Kings Rally, the democ-
racy rallies, to us here?” asked Vinnie Pitruzello,
a Republican.

Pitruzello emphasized that he supported the
Solidarity Committee, adding that “they do a
bunch of wonderful things,” but said he was con-
cerned about it being involved in political ac-
tions.

Hetrick agreed, saying that he believed these
events to be “one-sided”

“The protest on Thursday is political. The
committee shouldn’t be political. If it’s going to
be political, then it shouldn’t be funded,” he said.

“I think it’s great that we live in a country where
you can do that and protest something peaceful-
ly, that's why we love our country, right?” added
Pitruzello, “but for it to be mentioned as part of a
report out to us multiple times” was concerning
to him, he said.

Pitruzello said he was happy they were dis-

Municipal Water Plans Move Forward

cussing his concerns freely.

“This is why we have these discussions,” he
said. “It’s healthy”

“It's democracy;, agreed Dave Kuzminski, a
Democrat.

“It totally is, right?” Said Pitruzello.

Pelton offered up his own thoughts, saying,
“I think what it reminds me, too, is especially in
this time, this age, where just being able to try
to talk about difficult things is hard for people,
people can’t disagree without being disagreeable
these days”

“I do understand what you're saying,” he add-
ed. “T think it’s a slightly gray area, but I can see
the line being drawn.”

The board did not take any official action on
the issue, but agreed that it supported the Soli-
darity Committee’s overall missions to combat
“racism, bias, bigotry, prejudice and violence”
and “stand committed to peace, justice and free-
dom?” The board also expressed support for the
committee’s past and future events.

The next regularly scheduled Board of Select-
men meeting will take place April 8.

Valley View School has announced kinder-
garten registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be
five years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026,
should: contact Valley View School at kregis-
tration@portlandct.us to indicate if you will be

Kindergarten Registration

registering your child for kindergarten. Please
provide your child’s full name, date of birth,
phone number, address, and parent’s names.

Further information regarding kinder-
garten registration will be provided once you
contact the school.

Clothing Drive Fundraiser for Project Grad

There will be Clothing Drive Fundraiser next
month to benefit Portland High School Class of
2026 Project Graduation.

In honor of Earth Day, organizers are collecting
all clothing items (all seasons), stuffed animals,
towels, sheets, pillowcases, and bicycles, as well as
accessories like belts, hats, scarves, handbags, and
gloves. Please note that shoes should be placed a
separate bag, and pillows or comforters cannot be
accepted. Please put everything in a plastic bag;
no boxes.

You can drop off your donations at the Portland
High School bus loop all day on Monday, April 27,
and on Tuesday, April 28, until 3 p.m.; look for the
drop-off sign. Organizers can also pick up bags di-
rectly from peoples’ homes. To schedule a specific
date and time for a curbside pickup, please email
us at phs26projectgrad@yahoo.com.

This fundraiser benefits Project Graduation: all
proceeds raised go towards providing PHS seniors
with a safe, drug free and alcohol-free celebration
on graduation night.

SPRING IS HERE! SCHEDULE YOUR
SPRING VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.

e
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Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Expert Tesla Service!

$20.00 OFF

TIRES

Offer Ends 4/30/2026

New touchless

robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!
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AUTOMOTI VE. INC
Portland Automotive.com

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640
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First Congregational Church News

The First Congregational Church of Portland,
UCC, located at 554 Main St., holds worship
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. Pastor is the
Rev. Judith Cooke.

This Sunday, March 29, is Palm Sunday, and
Cooke will preach on the topic “Palm Parade.”

Also at 10 a.m., elementary-aged children will
meet for Church School in the newly renovated
classroom, and the middle school class will meet

in the youth room. Infant - Pre-K children will
enjoy playtime and an age-appropriate lesson.

Lenten/Easter Services: Maundy Thursday,
April 2 at 7 p.m.; Easter Sonrise, April 5 at 7:30
a.m.; Easter Worship, April 5 at 10 a.m., with an
Easter Egg Hunt following the service.

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for chil-
dren ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first
and third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-
11:15 a.m. For more information, call Sylvia Le-
Shane at 860-342-0658.

Collecting for Food Bank: Throughout Lent,
Zion has been collecting items for the Portland
Food Bank. Items to be collected March 29 are
shaving cream, hand lotion, and body lotion;
but any items are welcome at any time.

Holy Week: Services during Holy Week will

include Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 6 p.m.,
and Good Friday, April 3, at 6 p.m. Easter Sun-
day celebration will be April 5 at 9 a.m.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m,, - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will
be closed Monday, April 3, for Good Friday.

Teen Program: Spring Egg Hunt and Peeps
Houses: Monday, March 30, 3:30 p.m. Come to
the Town Green (weather pending) for a com-
petitive teen egg hunt and then use the items
found in your eggs to make a gingerbread house
for a marshmallow Peep. In case of inclement
weather, the program will move inside to the li-
brary’s Wagner Room and teens will only make
marshmallow Peep houses.

Colonial Kids: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. April
9, 23 and 30, for grades K-5. Explore the food,
games and crafts of your colonial kid ancestors.
You’ll make your own butter, cranberry sauce
and johnny cakes. From button spinners to cup-
and-ball toys, this program offers a glimpse of
what fun was had with limited resources and
your imagination. Registration opens Monday,
March 30, at 10 a.m.

Downtown Portland Bird Buddies Scaven-
ger Hunt: Take a chance to win a bird nesting
ball! Stop by the library anytime between April
13-17 during open hours to pick up your in-
structions and punch card. Bird nesting balls
are one per family while supplies last. Nesting
balls were donated by the Community Founda-
tion of Middlesex County.

Escape from the Oval Office Escape Room:
Tuesday, April 14. Time slots are between 11
am. and 5 p.m. The president of the United
States accidentally left a copy of his White
House speech on his desk in the Oval Office.
As a White House intern, it’s your job to pick it
up and bring it to him. Except when you get to
the Oval Office, the door locks behind you. Can
you find the secret codes you need to unlock
the office and get out in time to bring the presi-
dent his speech? Gather a team of friends and
families (all ages welcome!) and sign up for a
40-minute time slot to participate. Registration
opens Monday, March 30, at 10 a.m.

Cardboard Creations: Thursday, April 16,
1-3 p.m.,, for grades K-5. The library will have
a variety of boxes and child-safe cardboard cut-
ters, scorers, and screws and screwdrivers avail-
able to help kids make cardboard box creations.
No registration required; just drop in.

Family Craft Night: Terracotta Bumble
Bees: Monday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m. Turn regu-
lar terracotta pots into the sweetest bumble bees
you've ever seen. This activity has steps that are
appropriate for all ages, but a parent or guard-
ian must be with children to help with supervi-
sion. Registration opens Monday, March 30, at

Easter Bake Sale

The First Congregational Church of
Portland is holding an Easter Bake Sale on
Saturday, April 4., from 9 a.m.-noon, at the
church, 554 Main St.

The sale will include cakes, pies, cook-
ies, tea breads and some gluten-free items.
There will be other treats available as well.

10 a.m.

Nutmeg Voting: Voting begins this year
April 1. This is the only book award in the state
where kids pick the winner. Stop into the library
or your school media center to vote on the 2026
Nutmeg Nominees by April 30. Nominees have
been divided into four categories: Elementary
(Grades 2-3), Intermediate (Grades 4-6), Middle
School (Grades 7-8), and High School (Grades
9-12). Visit the Portland Library website for a
complete list of nominees. Winners will be an-
nounced May 15, and next year’s nominees will
be announced May 1.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit - Youth Art
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit
runs through April 18.

Revolutionary War Workshop: Saturday,
April 11, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This is a work-
shop to help you find your Revolutionary War
ancestor. Download and fill out the pedigree
chart attached to the calendar entry on the li-
brary website to prepare for the workshop. Reg-
istration required.

Butterflies and Raptors of the Portland
Fairgrounds: Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m. Mi-
chael Beck, wildlife photographer, and local
naturalist Beau Doherty will show photographs
and talk about birds of prey and butterflies
found at the old Portland Fairgrounds and adja-
cent field. The presentation will be 40 minutes,
with a Q and A after. Registration required.

Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers:
Crime Writers Reveal Their Secrets: Saturday,
April 25, 1-2:30 p.m. In celebration of National
Library Week (April 19-25) the Connecticut
chapter of Sisters in Crime will host a panel of
crime writers: Sharon Dukett, Christine Fal-
cone, Kathryn Orzech, and Ang Pomano. There
will be time at the end of the presentation for
the authors to meet audience members and sign
their books. Registration required.

Adult Craft: Calligraphy That Inspired a
Nation: Learn to Write Your Name Like John
Hancock: Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m. Callig-
rapher Debby Reelitz will present. Participants
will get the opportunity to write in script, use a
dip nib and ink and scribe a line from the Decla-
ration of Independence. Registration is required
and opens Wednesday, April 1, at 10 a.m. Space
is limited.

Book Clubs: 1st Thursday Night Book Club:
Thursday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. True Biz by Sara
Novic will be discussed. Talk About Books:
Tuesday, April 7, 1 p.m. James by Percival Ev-
erett will be discussed. Mystery Lovers Book
Club: Tuesday, April 21, 1 p.m. A Drink Before
the War by Dennis Lehane will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, April 29, 1 p.m. Hamnet
(2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is
125 minutes. (Note the change in date.)

Bereavement
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Church Hall. The afternoon session meets the
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Rosary Room.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Preschool Screening

Connecticut public schools are responsible
for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View
School in Portland will be conducting a pre-
school screening on Friday, March 27, for chil-
dren ages 3 to 4 years. The screening is designed
to answer any questions or concerns about a
child’s development as well as identifying chil-
dren who may be eligible for the preschool se-
lection process.

During the screening your child will meet
with members from our preschool team and
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-

ing cognition, communication, fine and gross
motor skills, and social interaction. During this
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s
adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening you will receive a let-
ter stating your child’s result. In order for your
child to attend Valley View preschool program
they must participate in the screening process.
Peer role models are determined on a year-to-
year basis.

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Easter Egg Hunt: Families with children ages
1-10 are invited to come to the Portland Recre-
ational Complex on Saturday, March 28, at 11
a.m. (Rain date is Sunday, March 29, at 2 p.m.)
Find the golden egg and win a prize. Golden egg
prizes will be provided by Carl Guild & Associ-
ates.

Portland Sports Hall of Fame: Portland
Parks and Recreation is partnering with the
Portland Sports Hall of Fame to accept nomi-
nations for the class of 2026. Nominations can
be submitted to the Parks and Recreation De-
partment digitally through their website or in-
person at the office located at 265 Main St.

Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to
lock in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open
to children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kin-
dergarten, Base Camp is open to children enter-
ing grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to chil-
dren entering grades 7-9.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball:  Tuesdays
through April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. This program is free to Portland
residents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Slamma Jamma Spring Break Basketball

Camp: Monday-Friday, April 13-17, from 9
a.m.-1 p.m., at Portland High School. Open to
children in grade 3-8.

Adult & Youth Dance Classes with Miss Ali-
cia: Various programs are available for partici-
pants as young as 13 months old.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park:
Saturday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate
programs are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry - Grades
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15
p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry -
Grades 6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30
p-m., at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners
with Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m.,
at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Intermediate
Players with Gerry: Wednesdays, May 6-June
3, 6-7 p.m., at Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle
School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted; for
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is April 6.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 3/30: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 3/31: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. - to donate light fleece for making teddy
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809;
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com;
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested
donation (must fill out form). Menu: baked
stuffed chicken with gravy, rice pilaf, carrots,
dinner roll and butter, string cheese, cranberry
sauce; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback,
1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to
instructor.

Wednesday, 4/1: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m.,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-Hook-
ing, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 4/2: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill
out form). Menu: beeflasagna, cauliflower med-
ley, roll and butter, milk, applesauce; Mahjong
(FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 4/3: The center is closed for Good
Friday.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, all
programs are free. Monday, March 30: Hair by
Jessica. Men's/women’s shampoos, cuts, styling
available. Call Jessica to make an appointment,
at 860-751-9215.

Friday, April 3: Center closed for Good Fri-
day.

Monday April 6: Lunch & Learn with Heri-
tage Commons, noon. . Learn about the day
programs and independent living community
at Heritage Commons.

Tuesday, April 7: At 1 p.m., state Rep. Chris-
tie Carpino (R-32) will explain the Yellow Enve-

lope Initiative, a voluntary program designed to
help people with disabilities feel safe and heard
when interacting with first responders. The pro-
gram will be held in the Mary Flood room at
Portland Library. Participants may also attend
via Zoom; go to portlandct.org/zoom and click
“zoom A”

Wednesday, April 8: The workshop SMP
Medicare Fraud, Abuse & Errors will be held by
Senior Resources Agency on Aging at 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 9: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. This
month’s community leaders are Lou Pear and
Rosario Rizzo with the Air Line Trail Steering
Committee and Senior Center Walking Club.

Friday, April 10: Family History FUN with
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, April 13: AARP Safe Driving
Course, 10 am.-2 p.m. When you take this
course, you could be eligible for a 5% discount
on your auto insurance. This course teaches
proven driving techniques to help keep you and
your loved ones safe on the road. Refreshments
will be provided. Course cost is $20 for AARP
members, $25 for non-members (payable to the
instructor the day of, by cash or check).

Monday, April 13: Bingo with Sean from
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15: Lunch at Sans Souci.
Leave the center at 11:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride
fee; pay for your own meal.

Monday, April 20: Shopping Trip to Old
Lyme: Big Y and Four Mile River Farm followed
by lunch at Hideaway. Leave the center at 10
a.m. There is a $5 ride fee.

Wednesday, April 22: Horizon Wings Raptor
and Rehabilitation Education Program, 1 p.m.
Experience the thrill of being up close to a mag-
nificent eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl.

Monday, April 27: Monthly technology
workshop, 11 a.m. The topic for this session will
be understanding and using Al in everyday life
for seniors.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.
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To the Seniors of Portland:

than you found them.

speak directly to you.

question: Why should I support this?

But there’s another reason.

for the next generation.
Today, we have the chance to do the same.

town.

than the cost of a cup of coffee.

have any questions about this project.

From the First Selectman’s Desk

As first selectman, I've had the privilege of meeting many of you at
town events, community gatherings, and simply around town. One thing
that always stands out about Portland’s senior residents is your deep pride
in this community and your commitment to leaving things a little better

With an important upcoming school referendum May 11, I wanted to

Many of you no longer have children in the school system. Some of
you may have grandchildren here, but many do not. And that raises a fair

The answer is simple. Strong schools make a strong town.

Good schools help protect property values, attract young families, and
keep Portland the kind of community we all want to live in. They support
our teachers, give our students the tools they need to succeed, and ensure that the next genera-
tion grows up ready to contribute back to the town we love.

When many of you were students in Portland - or raising families here — there were seniors
before you who voted to improve the schools even though they no longer had children attend-
ing them. They did it because they believed in investing in their town and doing the right thing

This project is also designed to be responsible and practical. By right-sizing our school sys-
tem, we can operate more efficiently and close an aging building while investing in the schools
our students and teachers actually use. Over time, that means lower operating costs for the

And importantly, the estimated cost to residents works out to less than 50 cents a day — less

For those on fixed incomes, I understand that every dollar matters. No one takes that lightly.
But this is an investment in Portland’s future and the long-term health of our community.

Our seniors helped build this town into the wonderful place it is today. Supporting our
schools helps ensure that Portland remains strong for generations to come.

Thank you for your continued commitment to our community and please reach out if you

Pelton

Respectfully,
Michael Pelton
Portland First Selectman

Tag Sale Registration Price Jumps on Wednesday

The Portland Historical Society’s 30th annual
Town-Wide Tag Sale will be on Saturday, May
9 — rain or shine - and the time for discounted
registration is drawing short.

Register by Tuesday, March 31, for $20; regis-
tration will increase to $25 on Wednesday, April
1. Registration and payment for tag sales is open
online and mail in forms are also available. Visit
www.PortlandHistSoc.com and click on the link
(the big yellow banner) to register — just fol-
low the instructions online. A paper registra-
tion sheet can be downloaded from the website,
completed and mailed with payment to P.O. Box

98. Paper registration sheets are also available in
the barrel on the front porch at 492 Main St. as
well as in the society’s latest newsletter.

Registration for sales will close Sunday, April
26. Portland residents who sign up will be as-
signed a spot on the Society’s official Tag Sale
Map issued for that day listing the sale locations
and types of items featured at each one.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to
maintain the museum and to further the mis-
sion to collect, preserve and share Portland’s
history.

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society

The Portland Historical Society is counting
down the days to its 30th annual Town-Wide
Tag Sale Day, which will be held (rain or shine)
Saturday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Due to the anticipated re-construction of the
1841 Gildersleeve Store, the Historical Society
will not be holding its own tag sale that directly
benefits the society. Therefore, the society will
not be collecting items this year.

However, on Tag Sale Day the society will have
a Bake Sale of homemade goodies on the porch
of the Callander House. Members and friends of
the society will be baking before Saturday and
packaging their specialties for this sell-out sale.

Volunteers are needed to make this day a suc-
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Concert to Benefit Food Bank... Tony
Rome (pictured) will play a concert to
benefit Portland Food Bank on Saturday,
May 2, at 2 p.m., at Concentric Brewing
Company, 91 Main St. Attendees are
asked to bring a non-perishable food item
for the food bank. If you can’t make the
show, Rome asks that you still donate to
the food bank.

cess — particularly folks who can spare an hour
or two on Thursday, May 7 and/or Saturday,
May 9. Help is needed delivering tag sale poles
on Thursday after 3 p.m. and collecting poles on
Saturday after 2:30 p.m. Delivery/pickup works
best if you work in pairs — a driver and some-
one to jump out of the car to deliver the pole to
the door along with a bag of supplies. Approxi-
mately 140 poles will need to be delivered on
Thursday and collected on Saturday. People are
usually given a batch of 10 poles to deliver — a
pickup truck, SUV or a vehicle with back seats
that fold down works well.

For more information about volunteering,
call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThistory@
gmail.com.

Car Show Coming

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car
Show, organized by Portland’s Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will return Friday, June 26, in the rear
parking lot of St. Mary Church.

The show starts at 3 p.m., prizes will be
awarded at 7 p.m., and dinner will be available
along with a charity raffle.

Hop into Spring Festival

Trinity Church, 345 Main St., will host a
“Hop into Spring” Festival Saturday, March
28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event will feature homemade crafts,
baked goods, candy, and door prizes. Fami-
lies are invited to enjoy children’s entertain-
ment, including a dance party, and a special
visit from the Easter Bunny, who will be
available for photos with guests of all ages.

Find Your Revolutionary

War Ancestor

The Wadsworth Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) is holding a
workshop to help you find your Revolutionary
War ancestor on Saturday, April 11, from 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m., at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave.

Contact the library at www.portlandlibraryct.
org or 860-342-6770 to register.

POCD Surveys

All Portland residents recently received a
large postcard in the mail with the survey infor-
mation for the Portland Plan of Conservation
and Development Update, and for the Future
Downtown Portland and Riverfront Master-
plan.

The two committees working on these plans

are interested in feedback, as they said they are
striving to have both plans reflect residents’ pri-
orities and visions. Residents are asked to com-
plete the surveys by either using the QR codes
found on the postcard, or visiting bit.ly/4arlcZh
For more information or assistance, contact
the Portland planning office at 860-342-6727.

Exchange Club Offering Scholarship

The Portland Exchange Club is offering its
John W. Goodrich Memorial Scholarship to a

Portland resident senior who is going on to
higher education.

Community service is what the Exchange
Club is all about. The Exchange is looking for
students to provide the committee with a short
essay describing their community service and

its impact on the community. Other secondary
factors we consider are good academic achieve-
ment and participation in extracurricular ac-
tivities.

Application forms can be downloaded from
the Portland Exchange website at www.portlan-
dexchange.org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship.
The deadline for applications is April 18.

Swing into Summer with Historical Society

As the country celebrates 250 years, the Port-
land Historical Society invites you to celebrate
one of America’s favorite pastimes — baseball
— by attending a Hartford Yard Goats game at
Dunkin’ Park on Sunday, June 14, at 1:10 p.m.
On this day, kids can run the bases after the
game.

Tickets for the Hartford Yard Goats game
are still available and an evening pop-up sale
will happen on Tuesday, April 7, at the Ruth
Callander House Museum of Portland History

at 492 Main St. from 6-7 p.m. Tickets are $20
each and can be paid for by cash or check. If you
would like to pay by credit/debit card during the
pop-up, there will be an additional $1 charge for
each ticket.

Ticket purchases are part of a Fundraising
Campaign to rebuild the historic 1841 Gilder-
sleeve Store on the grounds of the museum. For
further information contact Babs at 860-342-
4573.

Brush Pick-Up

The Portland Public Works Department will
conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday,
April 6. All brush must be at the curb no later
than April 5.

The Highway Department uses a clamshell
bucket attached to its loader to load piles of
brush that are too large for workers to load by
hand. Brush pickup takes approximately one
month and starts downtown and works to rural
areas.

Residents are asked to leave enough room for
the equipment to operate. Place your brush at
least five feet away from your garbage container
and other potential obstacles such as mailboxes,

fences, walls, water meters, telephone connec-
tion boxes and parked vehicles. Avoid placing
brush under low-hanging tree limbs or power
lines. Brush will not be collected if it is inacces-
sible.

You can stack your piles of brush end to end
or on top of one another (not tangled). All
brush needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (6
to 8 feet) and limbs must be no larger than 4”
in diameter.

Please place only true brush at the curb. Lum-
ber, construction material and/or leaves will not
be picked up if placed at curbside.

Soccer Club Spring Registration

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) is now accepting
registrations for the spring soccer season. Trav-
el-Competitive registration will be accepted un-
til March 22. Club-Recreational registration will
be accepted until April 11, though a late fee of
$25 applies after March 31.

The PSC will only accept registrations online
at www.bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub.

For Club Soccer, cost per registrant is $75,
and the schedule is: Pre-K sessions: 8:45-9:30
a.m. (Saturday only); Dribbler sessions: 9:15-
10:15 a.m. (Saturday only); Kicker sessions:
9:15-10:15 a.m. (Saturday Games & Practice
-Wednesdays)

Dribbler and Kicker divisions will receive
team shirts. Pre-K division will receive Team
shirts and balls. These will be available for dis-
tribution on Friday, April 17, from 5:45-7 p.m.,
at the recreational complex.

The Club-Recreational program will run
eight weeks, from April 18-June 13; there is
no Rec Soccer during Memorial Day weekend
(May 23). All games will take place at the Recre-
ational Complex.

S]i)rlng Senior Mixed Golf
All seniors from the nine Rivereast towns
are invited to participate in the Spring Senior
Mixed Golf League, which will take place Tues-
day mornings, starting May 5, at Portland West
Golf Course. The league will run eight weeks.

Seniors 55+ play nine holes in a match play
format with handicaps. All skill levels from be-
ginner to low handicappers are welcome to join.

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

Knights Scholarship
Opportunity

The Knights of Columbus, Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will be awarding three $1,200 scholarships
this spring to any Portland high school senior
who is furthering their education at a college,
university, or technical school.

The application is available at the area high
schools guidance department or by requesting
an application at scholarship@rsitg.com. All
Portland residents graduating this year are eli-
gible.

Due to the support of the Portland communi-
ty, the Knights’ annual Car Show was successful
enough for the organization to be able to con-
tinue the funding of its annual scholarships for
a ninth year.

For Travel-Town Soccer, the cost per travel
registrant is $170 for U9 to U14.

There are no tryouts planned for the spring
season. New participants that did not play in
the fall season are not guaranteed a spot on a
spring travel team and will be added based on
PSC board approval.

For more information, contact club president
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or
registrar Anne Whalen at awhalen34@yahoo.
com or 860-690-3414.

Birth Announced... Joseph Curtis
Berenguel and Julia Flagg Berenguel
of Portland have announced the birth
of a daughter, Dorothy Antonia.
Dorothy was born Feb. 17, 2025, at the
University of Connecticut. Paternal
grandparents are Margaret A. Church
of Brattleboro, Vt., and the late Jose
Berenguel. Maternal grandparents
are the late Kurt and Catherine
Flagg. Dorothy is named after two
of her great-grandmothers: Dorothy
Southworth Squire of Meriden and
Antonia des Barnas of Benahaddux,
Almeria, Spain.
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Community Garden
Offering Plots

The Andover Community Garden Commit-
tee is offering plots, free of charge, to any inter-
ested Andover residents who would like to have
their own garden space.

Garden beds being offered on a first-come,
first-served basis. Gardeners will be responsible
for planting, watering and caring for their desig-
nated beds during the growing season. Garden-
ers should plan for end-of-season bed cleanup
as well.

To request a garden plot for 2026, volunteer,
or ask any questions, contact the committee on
its Facebook page: Andover CT Community
Garden, or email gardenandovercommunity@
gmail.com.

Scholarship Opportunity

The East Hartford Garden Club has an-
nounced the availability of one $1,000 scholar-
ship to any full- or part-time student who is a
resident of Andover and is majoring in horticul-
ture, floriculture, landscape design, conserva-
tion, forestry, environmental concerns, botany
and other allied subjects.

Students from Bolton, Bloomfield, Coventry,
East Hartford, East Windsor,

Glastonbury, Manchester, Middletown, Ver-
non, Storr and Windsor Locks are also eligible
for the scholarship.

Applications with the submittal instructions
are available at the guidance department of the
attending school. All completed applications
must be received by April 1 to be considered.

ASCT Looking

for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) com-
mittee is looking for a person to join their meet-
ings who is interested in continuing to make
Andover a Sustainable town. Currently, the
committee is working on attaining Silver Cer-
tification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

Andover Egg Grab!

The Andover Recreation Commission
is sponsoring its annual Egg Grab on Sat-
urday, March 28, beginning promptly at
1 p.m. The event is held outdoors behind
Andover Elementary School; in case of in-
clement weather, it will be moved inside.

Children 12 and under are welcome to
attend and will be separated into appropri-
ate age groups to hunt for plastic eggs filled
with treats.

Please bring your own bag or basket to
collect the eggs.

Andover Art Club

Children of all ages are invited to join local
artist Caitlyn Grabenstein for an hour of cre-
ativity at Andover Public Library on Thursdays
from 11 a.m.-noon, starting April 2.

Kids can color, draw and make art. Bring your
favorite materials or use the library’s. Call the
library for more information at 860-742-7428.

Church Tag Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6 in Andover, will hold a Tag Sale on Saturday,
March 28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; a bag sale will
be from 2-3 p.m.

For more details, call the church at 860-742-
7696 and leave a message with your contact in-
formation.

Scholarship Available
for Local Students

Andover Elementary School is now taking
applications for the Andover Education Asso-
ciation and the Andover PTA Annual Schol-
arship, which is being offered to any Andover
student.

Applications may be obtained from the
RHAM High School guidance department or by
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860
742-7339.

Application deadline is May 1.
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The Jukebox 45 Show Band - which features a pair of East Hampton residents — will
take the stage next month at East Hampton High School, as part of a Project Gradu-
ation fundraiser. Pictured from left are band members Joe Carver, Al Floyd, Jerry
Fanfarelli, Miguel Vargas and Michael Buck.

* Doo-Wop Coming to Belltown, cont. from page 1

»
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duty, and then I [went into law enforcement]
Buck said. “And so my entire adult life has been
spent meeting people in the worst moments of
their lives, right? So, music gives me an oppor-
tunity to bring people good moments, right?
And it's a mental health outlet for me too. It’s
good for the soul”

Also joining The Jukebox 45 Show Band and
The Royal Teens on stage at the event will be
throwback band Back in Time. The plan is for
all the bands to play together at the end, said
Buck.

Both Buck and Fanfarelli said they are also
looking forward to sharing their love of doo
woo music with an audience that may be unfa-
miliar with it, and Fanfarelli said he hopes resi-
dents of all ages will fill the audience.

“The show is suitable for all ages,” he said.
“We deliver a show that covers decades of leg-
endary rock and roll doo-wop.”

East Hampton High School Principal Eric
Verner said he was happy that the concert
would raise money for Project Graduation,
which he said was an important event for the
school’s graduating seniors. He described it as
a fun, safe “last hurrah” Verner said that this

year’s senior class was a “tight knit group” and
that he hoped that the event would serve as the
“culmination of their high school career”

He added that students had been helping
to try to sell tickets, and between that and the
work that Fanfarelli and Buck have been doing
to promote the event, the concert is now close
to 90% sold out. Fanfarelli said his goal is to sell
out all 535 seats in the auditorium, and they
currently have fewer than 100 tickets left to sell
to make that goal.

“The bottom line is this,” said Fanfarelli.
“Once those people have their butts in the seat,
I know what we're capable of doing, and I know
that they’re going to have a great show. They’re
going to just — it’s going to be over the top.”

“Mike and I have been working overtime,
really, to try to put it together,” he said, saying
that the band rehearses twice a week, but that
it’'s worth it.

“Mike and I both, we love entertaining au-
diences,” he said. “You know, we love making
people happy”

Those looking to purchase tickets can do so
online at ehhsprojectgraduation.ludus.com or by
calling the EHHS main office at 860-365-4030.

Library Friends Offer Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library group
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover
high school senior. Applications are due May
1, and are available at the guidance office at
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public Li-
brary, 355 Route 6, and on the town website at
tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off

at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school,
use the scholarship to further their education,
and hold a valid Andover library card.

For more information call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes

Pancake Breakfast

Andover Volunteer Fire Department
will host a pancake breakfast Saturday,
April 4, from 8-10 a.m., at the firehouse on
School Road.

All-you-can-eat pancakes will be served
with sausage, juice and coftee.

Admission is $10 for adults and $8 for
seniors and kids.

Townsend Cemetery
Spring Clean-Up

Residents are asked to remove any personal
items and decorations from the Townsend
Cemetery prior to Saturday, April 4. All items
found to be in violation of cemetery rules and
regulations or a hindrance to maintenance will
be removed.

These items include pots, shepherd hooks,
glass objects, cans and any items in front of the
stone. Please remove and take home any item
you plan to use next season.

to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Easter Services: Palm Sunday, March 29, 10
a.m.; Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7 p.m.; Easter
Sunrise Service, April 5 at 6:15 a.m. at Siismet
Farm, 79 Boston Hill Rd. Easter Service, April
5at 10 a.m.

Easter Plant, Bake Sale

The Andover Volunteer Fire Department will
hold its annual Easter Plant Sale and Bake Sale
Thursday, April 2, through Saturday, April 4,
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., on Easter Sunday, April 5,
from 10 a.m.-noon, at the firehouse on School
Road.

There will be many plants to choose from —
including lilies, tulips, hyacinths, hydrangeas,
daffodils, spring baskets, pansies and more - as
well as various tasty treats.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering kin-

dergarten students for the 2026-27 school year.

Andover’s kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or
before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact the
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this
decision.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Cen-
ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9
a.m.-noon. Coffee is always on. All are welcome.
For all questions or concerns, call the director,
Tess Grous, at 860-742-7305 ext 4510 or at 860-
798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library.
To receive the newsletter by email each month
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers,
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking
instructors and other volunteers with special
talents willing to share with the community.
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop
by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs:
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events,
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Knit-
ting, trips to the library and the food pantry/
Foodshare truck, Open Sew & Stitch, Chair
Yoga, and more, see the monthly newsletter.
Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Introduction to
Tai Chi and Qigong: Tuesday, March 31, 5:45
p.m. Through gentle, flowing movements &
mindful breathing, you'll improve balance, flex-
ibility, & overall well-being. Perfect for all levels.
Call the center to register. This is a free intro-
ductory classes. The regular Tai Chi & Qigong
class is April, and the fee is $10.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop
Manchester on 3/31, 4/14 and 4/28, and Willi-
mantic 4/7 and 4/21. Transportation is available.

Your Money Matters: Thursday, April 23, 5
p-m. The center is partnering with UConn - One
Stop Student Services for this free interactive
presentation designed to help middle and high
school students navigate the challenges of mak-
ing smart financial decisions. Through engaging
discussion & real-life examples, students learn
about budgeting, saving, responsible spending,
and developing healthy financial habits early in
life. Call 860-742-7305 ext. 4510 to sign up.

Beginner’s Quilting with Tara: Mondays,
4/13, 4/27, 5/11, 5/18, 6/8, 5:45-8 p.m. Cost is
$8. In this beginner-friendly quilting class you
will learn how to create your own quilt from
start to finish. Participants should bring a work-
ing sewing machine and basic sewing notions.
This class meets every other week for five weeks.
Contact the center to register.

Kids Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, April
8 and 15, 3 p.m. Fee is $18 per class or $35 for
both, and there is a discount for siblings. Focus
is on oil pastels and watercolor. This class is per-
fect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Supplies
are provided. To register, call the center.

Chair Massage is Expanding!: Wednesdays,
4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29. 4 p.m. Fee is $34. Starting
in April, Chair Massage will adding two more
days. Unwind with a 20-minute chair massage.
Call Linda to reserve your spot, at 860-655-
4409.

Soap Making: Thursday, April 2, 11 a.m.
Make your own soap in this free program. You
choose the mold amd the essential oil for scent.
Registration is required. Call the center at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 to reserve your spot. Call
860-498-2326 for a ride.

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, April 23, 2 p.m.
The People Across Lifetimes (P.A.L.) Program
brings senior residents and Andover Elemen-
tary kindergarten students together to share
lunch, laughter, and activities like being Pen
Pals. Call the center to join or for more infor-
mation.

Spanish for Beginners: If interested in join-
ing the next session, call the center.

Andover Lake Risin
It’s that time of year again! Andover Lake will
start rising to recreational level the weekend of
March 28.
To become a member of Andover Lake, go to
www.andoverlakect.com.

Items Needed

for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 8, to raise funds for equipment
and other program needs.

If you would like to donate a gift certifi-
cate or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at
860-989-6988.
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Council Considers Next Steps in WPCA Restructuring

By Anne Lilburn

East Hamptons Town Council met for a
regularly scheduled meeting Tuesday night,
where the council discussed the restructuring
of the town’s Water Pollution Control Authority
(WPCA), as well as tax relief options for veter-
ans and seniors.

As has been the case for most recent town
council meetings, public comment took front
stage, with community members airing their
concerns and grievances. Some called for con-
tinued investigations into the activities that had
led to the firing of Public Utilities Administrator
Anthony DeSimone and the disbanding of the
town’s formerly appointed WPCA. A few resi-
dents continued to call for officials to be fired
and for town council members to step down.

One resident, a Vietnam War veteran, spoke
of the need to make property tax relief easier for
veterans, a topic that came up later in the meet-
ing when the council and Town Manager Da-
vid Cox discussed current state regulations that
mandate a 100% tax exemption on structures for
veterans who are considered to have a 100% ser-
vice-connected total disability, and which allow
the town to add an additional exemption for up
to two acres of land. There are also potential ex-
emptions available to surviving spouses of quali-
fying veterans and gold star families and spouses.

The council discussed bringing the town in
line with the maximum amount of tax benefits
available for veterans and their families, and
also discussed other property tax relief mea-
sures, including those focused on seniors.

Council member Rich Knotek, a Democrat
and an accountant, pointed out that the state’s
tax relief programs were exceptionally compli-
cated, in his view.

Speaking to council member Ted Hintz, a Re-
publican and also an accountant, Knotek said, “I
have never seen — and I've looked at tax regu-
lations, as you have, all my professional career
— I have never seen such a patchwork of com-
plicated tax exemptions.”

“Our state thinks they’ve done such a great
job with tax exemptions,” he continued, “and I'll
tell you, it's a lot of confusion and the money
doesn’t really go to the people who really need
it in our towns.”

Speaking of veterans, he said, “We want to of-
fer them what we can, without a doubt”

In terms of senior citizens, the town currently
has a property tax relief program for elderly
homeowners, which freezes current property
taxes at their current rates, but that program
also requires in a lien against the property equal

to the difference between the paid rate and what
they would pay were they not in the program.
This lien, said Cox, was often cited by residents
as the reason they did not want to participate in
the program.

Hintz said that he had been on the council
when that program was approved. He said that
that program was built that way by design.

“We wanted to help the senior residents, but
that didn't mean we needed to help all their gen-
erational [heirs],” he said. “And if they’re going
to sell the property after, there was no reason
that the town shouldn't be reimbursed for the
taxes.”

Hintz further cautioned about the conse-
quences of extending too much tax relief to-
wards seniors.

“I hate to be the wet rag on this one,” he said,
“but as the population ages, if you start pull-
ing all of the money out of the majority of the
population, you're actually going to see a severe
decrease in town [revenues].” He warned about
the danger of “transfer[ing] all of the burden of
the taxes to the non-senior population.”

Though the council did not take action on tax
exemption and abatements, Cox said he would
draft an ordinance for the council to consider at
their next meeting that would adopt all available
veterans exemptions.

On the hot topic of the disbanding of the town’s
WPCA, and the ramifications and next steps on
that issue, the council took action to further so-
lidify its intention to act as the town’s WPCA af-
ter voting to disband the body at its March 12
meeting. That action had left the WPCA in what
Cox had previously described as a “legal limbo,”
where it continued to exist as a governmental en-
tity despite the council’s actions.

The council voted unanimously (with council
member Karen Wanat, a Democrat, abstaining)
to send a proposed ordinance establishing the
town council as the WPCA to a public hearing
that would be set for April 7.

The council also posed questions to town at-
torney Richard Carella on both the WPCA re-
structuring, as well as the planned development
on Long Crossing that had prompted heated
discussion from residents on the topic of sewer
expansion over the summer. For this portion of
the meeting, council member Karen Wanat re-
cused herself.

Knotek asked Carella whether the council
should be waiting before taking actions and dis-
cussing WPCA issues, given the current status,
and Carella said yes.

Belltown Garden Club Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is again offering
a scholarship, available to high school seniors
who reside in East Hampton.

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the
State of Connecticut, and must use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited school. The
school may be a 4- or 5-year college or univer-
sity, a community college, a trade school or a

commercial school.

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior, with preferences given
to a student who intends to major in sciences or
education related to the earth. Related fields of
study will be considered. Financial need could
be part of the decision.

Applications are due by May 1, and are avail-
able through the guidance department at EHHS.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“March is the time of year
when it’s totally acceptable to
wear flip-flops with a parka.”

—Confused New Englander

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

[E1 Visit us on Facebook

“At the moment,” he told the council, *
don’t serve as the WPCA”

Carella told the council that state statute al-
lowed the town council to designate itself as
the WPCA, but that the town needed the ordi-
nance to pass first in order to take actions as the
WPCA.

He said that state law allowed the WPCA to
be elected or appointed as well.

“It is unprecedented — ” he started, before
clarifying, “not unprecedented, but it is rare that
the legislative body of a town takes the step to
disband the WPCA and take those responsibili-
ties on to itself”

He added that, according to state law, the
town council did not have the ability to change
the WPCASs role, meaning that the town council
would not be able to retain the ability to deter-
mine where sewers would go unless it served as
the WPCA.

“The WPCA has control over the sewer sys-
tem, and you have to have a WPCA. Either
youre gonna do it, or the [appointed] WPCA’s
gonna do it,” he said.

He emphasized, as did Town Planner Juliet
Hodge, that the WPCA must act within the pa-
rameters of the town’s Plan of Conservation and
Development (POCD). Hodge pointed out that
POCD?s specify both potential sewer expansion
areas and sewer avoidance areas, and reminded
residents that the town was currently working
on its 10-year revision of the POCD, so this was
a good time for them to be clear about where

‘you

they did and did not want sewers.

In terms of the development at 30 Long
Crossing, council member Joelyn Leon, a Dem-
ocrat, wanted clarification and asked if “as of
now, everything is paused, in terms of the devel-
oper cannot move forward with anything going
forward right now?”

Carella stated that, as of now, there was “no
development agreement,” and if the developer
did do anything, “he does so at his own risk”

With that said, there were some gray areas.

“He has approvals for different things down
there, and the sewer is just one facet of that. We
can't shut down a job site on something that has
already been in process and approved,” said Hintz.

Hodge concurred, and said that the project
was approved with individual septic systems.

The council also voted to send the purchase
of the previously discussed parcel of land at
292 West High St. to use as an open space buf-
fer around the current wastewater treatment
plant, to a town meeting on April 7, to be held
just prior to their special meeting on that night.
That purchase had already been presented and
approved by the Board of Finance.

At this meeting, the council also approved a
contract for towing, maintenance and repair of po-
lice vehicles and also approved updates to the po-
lice department’s General Orders in order to bring
them into compliance with the current Police
Officer Standards and Training Council (POST)
guidelines. Both motions passed unanimously.

On Tuesday, March 31, starting at 1 p.m.,,
the East Hampton Lions are presenting a free
afternoon of music (song hits by Frank Sina-
tra and Dean Martin) and light refreshments,
plus an Easter Bonnet Parade Contest — with
prizes for the most original and the funniest
Easter hat.

Take a hat and decorate it with something
or anything. Use any kind of hat-even a base-

Easter Bonnet Contest

ball hat or a fire hat- just use your imagina-
tion. Prizes will be awarded for the winner in
each category.

All women are invited to participate — and
the Lions said they would love to see some
men enter this contest as well.

The event takes place at the VFW on North
Maple Street. For more information, call Don-
na at 860-267-2853.

Belltown Motors

Tire & Service Center

SPRING AC
SERVICE SPECIAL!

With the warm weather coming
make sure your vehicles AC is
in proper working order!

$20° OFF

pn Air Conditioner Re-charge.

Most cars and Ilght trucks.

v

RE3-28-25

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com
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The Knights of Columbus, St. John Paul
II Council 6190 will hold its final Friday fish
dinners of Lene on Friday, March 27.

Offerings include breaded cod, clams, and
shrimp, which will be served with French fries
and coleslaw. Baked cod and fried chicken
tenders meals are also featured, and chowder
will also be available. Coffee, tea, water and
soda are also offered. Prices of the fish vary.

Fish Fridays Wrap Up

Entertainment on March 27 will be Diane
Annelli, the cantor from St. Patrick Church.

Meals are served from 4:30-7:15 p.m. in
the St. Patrick Church Parish Center, 47 West
High St. Takeout service will also be available;
advance orders must be received by noon on
Fridays, by calling 860-267-6644. Do not
leave orders on answering machine.

Donations Accepted for ‘Bits and Pieces’

Haddam Neck Congregational Church is ac-
cepting donations of fabric, yarn and notions
for the Bits and Pieces sale to be held during the
church’s 37th annual quilt show on April 11 and
12.

All proceeds support church outreach and
maintenance. Call 860-993-5311 or 860-301-
4994 for information on how to donate.

Hours for the quilt show are 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
on April 11 and noon-4 p.m. on April 12, at the
church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck.

There will be a tea room, raffles, and dozens of
handmade quilts featured. Suggested donation
is $8.

This year, organizers are asking for some pa-
triotic or red, white and blue quilts to exhibit —
in addition to other designs they want to share
— as a way to celebrate the country’s 250th an-
niversary!

Call 860-993-5311 for more information, or
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments
are served after the service.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 28, at 1
p.m., at the church field.

Women’s Fellowship: The next gathering
will be Thursday, March 26, at 1 p.m. at Mary’s
house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught

though Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30
p-m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in
the Music Room. The study is the Women of
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the Study Packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Second Congregational Easter Schedule

Second Congregational Church of Middle
Haddam, which is yoked with Haddam Neck
Congregational Church, invites all to its up-
coming Easter services.

The two churches will hold a Palm Sunday
worship service with a distribution of fresh
palms on Sunday, March 29, at 10:30 a.m., at
Haddam Neck Congregational, 408 Quarry Hill
Rd., Haddam Neck. Coffee hour follows in the
lower-level community hall. The Rev. Suzy Ri-
vera will be the Spiritual Leader.

During Easter week, the Rev. Linda Choser

will lead a Maundy Thursday service with Bible
readings and a simple meal at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 2, at Haddam Neck Congregational.

A sunrise worship service will be held in the
church yard of Haddam Neck Congregational at
7 a.m. Easter morning, Sunday, April 5, followed
by a potluck breakfast in the Parish House.

The 10:30 a.m. worship service on Easter will
be held at Second Congregational in Middle
Haddam. Coffee hour follows.

For more information on any service, visit
www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Artist for March: Paul Hoffman
from East Hampton. His watercolors will be on
display during regular library hours. An artist
reception with Hoffman will be held from 4-6
p.m. Friday, March 27, with refreshments.

Save the Dates: On Sunday, April 12, at 2
p-m., there will be a performance with Double
Play featuring a mix of great live music per-
formed by Cathy Kreger and Jon Swift. Also, on
Saturday, April 18, at 6 p.m. the library will host

Helping Hands Reopens

Helping Hands is open again, from 9-11 a.m.
on the first and third Saturday of each month.
Donations will be collected on those Saturdays,
as well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

EDC Now Accepting
Scholarship Applications

The Town of East Hampton Economic Devel-
opment Commission is now accepting applica-
tions for its new scholarship.

Any East Hampton High School senior plan-
ning to study business or a related field at an ac-
credited four-year school this fall is eligible and
encouraged to apply.

The purpose of this scholarship is to encour-
age local students to pursue careers in business
and related fields, and to show them community
support. Get the full details, eligibility require-
ments and access the application through the
guidance department at East Hampton High
School.

The application deadline is May 1.

a poetry event with East Hampton Poet Sym-
petalous AKA Stan Lindh and professional jazz
musician Lynn Tracy. Lastly, on Saturday, May
23, at 2 p.m., the library will host a performance
by the Foundry Saxophone Quartet. There is no
charge to attend these performances, but dona-
tions to the library are gratefully accepted.

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, April 1 and 15, from 6-9 p.m. All ages and
skill levels welcome; lessons available. For more
information contact pjhoffmanl@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but the
staff would be glad to put the kettle on during
regular library hours.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Monthly Herb Circle

The next Monthly Herb Circle at Wildcraft
Herb Shoppe, 70 Main St. Unit B, will take place
Wednesday, April 1, at 6:30 p.m. The theme is
Herbs for Energy.

All new and experienced herbalists, tea
drinkers, plant lovers, gardeners and more are
invited to come meet the herbs, drink tea, and
have herby fellowship.

Fee is $10, for the herbs.

Family Bingo
at VEW Post 5095

The VFW Auxiliary invites the community to
a Family Bingo and Patriotic Celebration Sun-
day, April 19, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at VFW Post
5095, 20 North Maple St.

This special all-ages event will feature: Fam-
ily Bingo with patriotic-themed prizes for all
ages; additional games for those looking to take
a break from bingo; and the Post Café offering
lunch and snack items for purchase.

For more information, call 860-267-8837.

Call to Artists

The East Hampton Art Association will have
its annual Fine Art Show entitled “Up, Up &
Away” on Saturday, May 16, rain or shine, on
the Congregational Church lawn, 59 Main St.

There will be more than 20 exhibitors with art
for sale; $5 cream puffs; an art auction; and over
$600 worth of prizes will be awarded to the art-
ists, both members and nonmembers.

If you would like to display your work, con-
tact ehaact@gmail.com for the details and a
registration form (which must be mailed back
along with the entry fee and received by April
18).

For more information, look for the associa-
tion on Facebook or visit easthamptonctartsas-
sociation.org.

Congregational Church Easter Events

East Hampton Congregational Church, locat-
ed at 59 Main St., has announced the following
Easter events.

March 29 is Palm Sunday with service start-
ing at 10 a.m. at 59 Main St. with the Rev. Dr.
Robin Joy Blundon providing the sermon and
distribution of palms.

April 2 is Maundy Thursday, which starts at
6 p.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. There will
be a light free supper followed by a service of

reflection and communion then move upstairs
for the traditional service.

April 5 is Easter Sunday service at 10 a.m.
With special choir and bell music along with
sermon. After service there will be an Easter
egg hunt on the lawn for all children to enjoy.

Office hours are Monday and Wednesday,
9 am.-2 p.m. For more information, call the
church at 860-267-4959 or email congregation-
alchurchcheh@gmail.com.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance,
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Navigating Loss and Grief Workshop:
Thursdays, starting April 2, at 1 p.m. This six-
week workshop will focus on navigating grief
and prioritizing safety, validation, and the tran-
sition from acute pain to integrated memory.

Design & Create Class: Thursday, April 2,
1:30 p.m. Join staff member Cindy Houle for
a hands-on group art experience. Each session
features a different project.

Trips: Relaxed Ramble at Highlawn Forest:
Join Naturalist Lyn Kochiss for a walk to see
vernal pools at Highlawn Forest in Rockfall on
Wednesday, April 8, leaving the Senior Center
at 9:30 a.m. Bus donation is $4. Kochiss will give
a talk on Vernal Pools at the Senior Center on
Tuesday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m.

A Mystery Trip That is Out of this World!:
Wednesday, April 1, leaving the senior center
at 10 a.m., followed by lunch on your own at a
local eatery. Donation of $4 requested for trans-
portation.

A Night of Doo-Wop: Held at East Hampton
High School on April 25. The senior center will
offer participating senior center members a re-
duced ticket price of $15 (regularly $25) along
with transportation to and from the show. De-
part at 4:30 p.m.; doors open at 5 p.m. Features
performances by The Royal Teens, Jukebox 45
Show Band and Back in Time. Proceeds benefit
East Hampton High School Project Graduation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need
assistance with grocery shopping? The East
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready
to help. Each week staff will consult with you
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Lent Vitamin Drive: Save your loose change
over Lent to make a donation to the St. Vincent’s
Center for Children with Disabilities in Haiti.
The Missions Team wants to provide the center
with funds to purchase multi-vitamins for their
vulnerable students. Contributions are due by
the end of April; please indicate “Missions” or
“Vitamins” in the memo line of your check.

Easter Flowers: Envelopes are available at
the front and rear entrance tables for donations
towards Easter flowers. Put “flowers” on the
memo line of your check and include the names

of those you wish to be acknowledged at Eas-
ter. You may also mail donations directly to the
church office.

Palm Sunday: The Procession of the Palms
will be held on March 29 at the 10 a.m. service.

Private Confession: Private confession will
be held Wednesday, April 1, from 4-6 p.m. Call
860-267-0287 to reserve a time.

Maundy Thursday Service: April 2 at 6 p.m.

Stations of the Cross: Friday, April 3, 5 p.m.

Good Friday Service: April 3 at 6 p.m.

Easter Bake Sale: Saturday, April 4, from 9
a.m.-1 p.m., in the Parish Hall.

Easter Sunday: April 5 at 10 a.m. It will be
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on the parish
grounds.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: The Deck Decoded: A
Tarot Workshop with Linda Poland: Tues-
day, March 31, 6 p.m. Explore tarot as a tool for
symbolism, storytelling, and self-reflection in
this interactive workshop. No prior experience
needed. For grades 8+ and adults.

Tech Help: Thursday, April 2, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required, just bring
your device with you.

Charcuterie Night: A Cookbook Club
Event: Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 p.m. Bring an item
or two — cheese, crackers, fruit, olives, sweets, or
spreads - to add to the giant community char-
cuterie board. After assembling the board, then
sample the food! Drop in or register.

Teen Programs: Magic: The Gathering
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, March 28, 1-3 p.m.
Whether you already know how to play the card
game, or want to learn, come together and play
with people of all skill levels. Bring your own

decks or use one of ours.

Children’s Programs: Lionheart Puppet
Company Presents: The Little Red Hen: Satur-
day, March 28, 11 a.m. Inspired by the classic
tale The Little Red Hen, this puppet show high-
lights the values of cooperation, responsibility,
and helping others. Recommended for children
ages 3-7. Register or drop in.

Magic Tree House Party: Grades K-3: Mon-
day, Mar. 30, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Celebrate the Magic
Tree House book series with activities inspired
by Jack and Annies stories. Registration re-
quired.

DIY Days: Grades K-8: Saturday, April 4,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and families in grades
K-8 are invited to create a different toy, game,
or treat together. No registration required; just
drop in.

Lego at the Library: Grades K-6: Tuesday,
April 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Come to the library
to build a new creation based on a challenge/
theme, solo or with friends. All Lego bricks pro-
vided.

Dog Man Party: Grades K-5: Saturday, April
11, 2-3:30 p.m. Celebrate all things Dog Man
with crafts, activities, and snacks inspired by the
graphic novel.
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Library Friends Offer Scholarship

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any
East Hampton resident who is currently in his
or her senior year of high school.

The student should intend to continue his or
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate
program. The applicant should have had some

involvement with a library that has positively
impacted his or her life.

For applications, visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org/friends-of-the-library-scholarship-
application, or pick up a hard copy at the library
or through your school’s guidance office.

Submit your completed application form by
April 10.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts will begin accepting donations
next month for its annual September Two-
Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean
and price the donations. Items not accepted:
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses,
bedframes, high chairs, cribs, car seats, com-
puters, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exer-
cise machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-
style phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards,
strollers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file
cabinets,office chairs, large dog beds, lighting
that can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal dia-

pers and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: April 11 and 25, May 9 and 23,
June 13 and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8.
Drop-offis located at the lower end of the build-
ing in the garage area by Helping Hands, 27
Skinner St. Please do not drop off your dona-
tions at the main entrance to our building or on
any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m.,
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required.
For more information or to register, stop by the
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Fairytale Lunch at Pickity Place, Mason,
N.H.: Thursday, May 7. Visit this 1786 cottage
for lunch followed by time to stroll the grounds
and shop, explore the herb shop, gardens and
greenhouse. Also, visit the Cathedral of the
Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided tour. Ex-
plore the sanctuary, sacred spaces, monuments
and burial grounds built as a memorial to those
who have fallen in service to the nation. Cost
is $167.

On the Hunt, Moose & Gems, Bethel,
Maine: May 27-29. Spend two nights at Sunday
River Resort, and visit Maine Mineral and Gem
Museum, Moose Safari, Conway Scenic Rail-
way. Cost is $769 double/triple occupancy.

Newport Flower Show “Pearl of Newport”:

Rotary Club Scholarship

East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing
scholarships applications for any high school
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in either
East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the
State of Connecticut and use the scholarship for
expenses at an accredited 4- or 5-year college or
university, community college, trade school or
commercial school. Various single and multiple
year scholarships available.

Applications are available online at tinyurl.
com/EHRotaryScholarship2026 or through the
guidance department of East Hampton High
School, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vinal. Ap-
plications are due April 3.

Library Friends Offering
Scholarship

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any
East Hampton resident, who is currently in his
or her senior year of high school.

The student should intend to continue his or
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate
program. The applicant should have had some
involvement with a library that has positively
impacted his or her life.

Access the scholarship application at east-
hamptonpubliclibrary.org/friends-of-the-li-
brary-scholarship-application, pick up a hard
copy at the library, or through your school’s
guidance office.

Submit your completed application form by
April 10.

Friday, June 19, departing the Stop & Shop
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Rosecliff Mansion is the
backdrop for the Newport Flower Show where
participants can stroll the first floor of the man-
sion and the grounds filled with floral arrange-
ments, shop the marketplace and have free time
in downtown Newport. Cost is $136.

Boston Tall Ships: Tuesday, July 14, depart-
ing from Stop & Shop at 9:30 a.m. Experience
the fleet of international tall and military ships
in Boston Port as part of Sail250; lunch at Jim-
my Buffets’ Margaritaville; browse Faneuil Hall
then board the Charles I for a narrated cruise.
Cost is $183.

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25,
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy alunch
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield
and a show with Freddie Marion performing
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149.

Spring Classes, Adult

Ceramics at Epoch Arts

Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., will offer a variety
of classes this spring. Students in grades pre-
K-12 can register online to take classes like art,
ceramics, theater, improv, preschool classes and
more.

Epoch will also offer an adult ceramics class
this semester too.

Also, don't forget to register for Summer
Camp; Epoch offers two weeks, one for teens
and one for K-5th grade.

Full class description and registration is at
www.epocharts.org/classes-registration.

Irish Soda Bread

for Sale

The yoked churches Haddam Neck Con-
gregational and Second Congregational of
Middle Haddam will sell Irish Soda Bread
each Sunday in March from 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m.

The one-pound loaf is $5. All proceeds go
to Habitat for Humanity Middlesex County
Chapter, the local food banks, and women’s
shelters. To reserve bread, call or text 860-
682-2067 with your name, phone number
and amount to reserve — or buy first-come
first-served. The GPS address is 408 Quarry
Hill Rd., East Hampton, CT 06424, which is
in Haddam Neck.

You may also buy the soda bread at Paul’s
and Sandy’s Too, 93 East High St., as available.

Family Owned & Operated
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Quality Used
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Farts
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“ 860- 267- 7140

' Book Today
860-267-7140

Free Pick Up & Delivery
For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

~ . 15YARD -5$525 (2 tons)

|. 20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)

e 30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)

40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

24 0ld Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com

Dumpster Rentals

East Hampton’s 6th grade travel basketball champs are pictured. Front row (kneeling

from left): Connor LaBonia, Brennan King, Marco Serra, Lorenzo Milardo, and Rylan
Ellison. Back row (standing from left): Coach Jason Serra, Oliver McCarthy-Nowak,
Lucas Granatowski, Charlie McCarthy-Nowak, Sawyer Farrell, Sawyer McCarthy-

Nowak, and coach Chris LaBonia.

East Hampton Travel Basketball Captures Championship

The East Hampton 6th grade travel basketball
team won the 2026 Central Connecticut Divi-
sion Championship.

After losing three of their first four games to
start the season, the team turned things around
and didn’t lose another game for three months,
finishing the season with a 17-4 mark.

Highlights of the season include victories
against larger town teams such as Madison,
Montville, Guilford, Wallingford, Bloomfield
and Wolcott. The season included a huge victo-
ry at home against undefeated at the time (17-0)
Valley Regional 34-32, handing them their only
loss of the season at (25-1).

The travel team was powered by Charlie

McCarthy-Nowak, who led the team in re-
bounds, and Marco Serra, who led the team in
assists and ran the offense with his leadership
and quickness. Oliver McCarthy-Nowak led the
team in three-pointers and Sawyer McCarthy-
Nowak led the team with steals and defense.

The team had big contributions from Bren-
nan King, who made key baskets in close games,
and Sawyer Farrell, who provided stability in
the front court. The team had key contributions
from Lucas Granatowski (rebounds), Lorenzo
Milardo (offense), Connor LaBonia (shooting),
Rylan Ellison (defense). The team was coached
by Jason Serra and Chris LaBonia.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp

The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts
(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6-12. The four-week program will
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May
1. Scholarships are available for families with
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s
camp combines professional-level training
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. Afternoons
are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s main-
stage production.

Red Cross Blood Drive

East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 59 Main St., will conduct a blood drive
on Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the
Fellowship Hall.

To make an appointment, call 1-800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter East
Hampton.

DTC Offering Scholarship

The East Hampton Democratic Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to a gradu-
ating senior who resides in East Hampton for
their continuing education and graduating in
2026.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at the East Hampton High School. Deadline
for submission of applications is May 1.

"
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PART-TIME DEMOCRATIC

DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
Part-time (Tuesdays 4-6 hrs. per week).

Additional hours during election period.
* Computer background preferred.

Training is provided.
Salary is $17.00 per hour.
Contact EH Democratic Registrar
of Voters 860-267-6720.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a
rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a
magical snowman to find her estranged sister,
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-
ter. Performances will take place July 23-25 at
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event,” a
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may
audition in advance, auditions are not required
to participate. Those who choose not to audi-
tion will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA
also offers valuable behind-the-scenes training,
with many campers gaining hands-on experi-
ence as members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

NEW LOCATION!
190 E. High St.,Ste.1

_ East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr. K

~Chatham Dental Center
Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

‘- 190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Root Canals, Extractions,
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

9

All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NOW OFFERING Implants &
Invisalign® to Our Patients

Open Saturdays by appointment
$99 Exam & X-Rays To

New Patients Without Insurance
Mention offer upon scheduling. gi
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By Anne Lilburn

More than 30 students from East Hampton
High School’s DECA Chapter competed at the
State DECA Championships at the Aqua Turf
Club in Plantsville on Feb. 26, with one student
competing well enough to qualify for nationals.

DECA, a national organization that promotes
leadership and entrepreneurship training for
students, holds competitions where students
have the opportunity to compete in the areas of
marketing, travel and tourism, business plans,
community awareness projects, marketing
management and finance. The acronym origi-
nally stood for Distributive Education Clubs of
America when the organization was first found-
ed in the 1940s, but the longer version of that
name was later abandoned.

EHHS business education teacher Kristen
Dean said that she had been advising the school’s
Business Club since 2011, but the school didn’t
launch its DECA chapter until 2022. She said
that, while the DECA chapter does many of the
same things that the Business Club did, it also
offers new opportunities for students, one of the
most notable being this annual state conference,
which offers the competitors opportunities to
connect and network with peers.

“The first year we went,” Dean said, “I be-
lieve there were about 1,000 participants. This
year, there were 1,500. So they are networking
around 1,500 other students from all over the
state”

Dean said she was impressed at the hard work
the students put in just to be able to attend the
conference. She credited them for doing a lot of
“academic work” for what was not a class, but
an extracurricular activity, including preparing
a written presentation (either on their own or in
a group) or taking a test in order to qualify.

“We had three [presentations] this year,” she
said, “and you can do it in teams. We had an in-
novation business plan, a community awareness
project, and then a franchise business plan, and
they were 20 pages each. Some were written,
some were slide pitches, and then they brought
visuals and all types of tools to present to the
judges, and they did well”

Once at the conference, Dean said, the stu-
dents participate in a role play for their compe-

DECA Has Strong Showing at

tition.

“It is like a job interview;” said Dean, adding
that “there’s a pretty strict dress code and they’re
there for a long period of time, and a lot of them
are are competing by themselves and they have
to go in front of adults that they’ve never met
before”

“I give them a lot of credit;” she said.

One student who did a group presentation
was senior Madelyn Wilk, who said she had been
participating in the DECA chapter since her
freshman year. Her team presented a proposal
for an app aimed at students applying to college.

“[We] created an app called Bright Path for
our project,” she said, “and basically the app is
kind of a way for students that are seniors to ap-
ply to colleges and make the process a lot easier”

“Since we're seniors in high school, we know
how difficult the college application process
could be,” said Wilk, “so that’s why we decided
to make an app that would make this easier, and
it utilized a lot of marketing because we had to
figure out how to get the app out there and just
make people known of it and stuff”

Wilk said she always got nervous prior to the
championships, even though she had been com-
peting for years, but that this year was easier for
her than in years past.

“It still was nerve wracking my senior year,
but it definitely is super exciting,” she said. “T al-
ways get super excited to preside in front of the
judges and show them what I've learned?”

This year, EHHS had two students who were
finalists. Derek Guiliano, a freshman, placed
fifth, receiving an honorable mention in the cat-
egory of Principles of Entrepreneurship, while
Sean Hargreaves, a sophomore, placed fourth
in the category of Principles of Hospitality and
Tourism. That fourth-place win earned him a
glass plaque and qualified him for nationals,
which will be held in Atlanta in late April. Dean
said it’s the first time that the school will have
a student attend nationals, and she was look-
ing forward to the event, which was expected to
have 15,000 competitors.

Principal Eric Verner said he was proud of
all of the DECA students, describing it as one
of the many “positive things” that bring EHHS
together. He said he was particularly proud of

Arts & Culture Commission Seeks Members

East Hampton residents with a passion for
creativity and community life are invited to ap-
ply to join the East Hampton Arts & Culture
Commission. You don't need to be an artist to
serve — just someone who values cultural expe-
riences and wants to help enrich the town’s cre-
ative landscape.

The commission works to promote and cel-
ebrate the arts in East Hampton by purchasing
work from local creators for display in town
buildings, organizing community events, and
providing grants to residents, students, and or-

Accepting Entries
for Art Contests

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Auxil-
iary 5095 is now accepting entries for its annual
2025-26 Young American Creative Patriotic Art
and 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art scholarship
competitions. These scholarships are designed
to recognize young artists in grades 9 to 12,
encourage patriotism, and assist students who
wish to further their education.

For contest eligibility and rules, as well as
additional information, visit the library, the
Post Home, or vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
young-american-creative-patriotic-art-contest.
Student entries must be submitted (along with
a completed entry form) to VFW Post 5095, 20
North Maple St., East Hampton, CT 06424.

The deadline for both contests is March 31.

Ham Shoots

The Belltown Sportsman’s Club will have ham
shoots Sunday, March 29, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
at the club grounds, located off Tartia Road.

Bring your own shotgun or one will be pro-
vided. Shells supplied; 20 and 12 gauge. Cost is
$4 per shot. Food and refreshments available.

For more information, call Curly at 860-638-
7221.

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

ganizations. Recent grant recipients include a
local preschool class, Epoch Arts (which pro-
vides art and theater programming for youth),
and East Hampton High School seniors com-
pleting capstone projects.

The commission meets the second Thursday
of each month at 6 p.m. at East Hampton Public
Library. Residents interested in joining or learn-
ing more are encouraged to attend a meeting or
contact the town manager’s office (860-267-
4468) for additional information.

Special Concert to

Celebrate America

On Sunday, May 17, at 4 p.m., a special
concert on the historic Appleton organ will
be played at Second Congregational Church
of Middle Haddam, in honor of the country’s
250th anniversary.

Performed by Ronald Ebrecht, artist in resi-
dence and university organist emeritus at Wes-
leyan University, the concert features a program
spanning the lifetime of the Appleton and the
breadth of American secular organ music in-
cluding rags, jazz, blues and folk song.

Second Congregational Church of Middle
Haddam is located at 52 Middle Haddam Rd.
in the historic village of Middle Haddam, and
is handicapped accessible. Free parking will
be available along High Point Road across the
street from and donations will be accepted dur-
ing the concert.

Call 860-993-5311 for more information.

KoC Scholarships,
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190
announces the availability of three $1,000
scholarships to students continuing their
education at an accredited college/universi-
ty. Applicants must be members of St. John
Paul II Parish.

The council will also award two $500
Helping Hands grants to members of St.
John Paul II Parish attending Mercy or Xavi-
er High Schools.

Applications are available at guidance of-
fices and the parish center office at sjp2par-
ishoffice@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by April 17.
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On Feb. 26, members of East Hampto

the teachers who advise the students, includ-
ing Dean and English teacher Stacey Riggio,
who also advises the group, saying that “in this
building, I feel I am blessed” to have so many
“dedicated” teachers who go above and beyond.

Dean said that honors like nationals were ex-
citing, but she was happy for every one of her
students, even those who didn’t bring home a
“DECA glass”

“My goal,” she said, “our goal, has always been
that going to Connecticuts DECA conference is a
goal in it of itself. There’s a lot of preparation. There’s

Easter Egg Hunt at
HNCC

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will
host its annual Community Easter Egg
Hunt Saturday, March 28. The hunt begins
at 1 p.m. by age groups.

Over 1,000 colorful candy-filled eggs
will be hidden in the field outside the
church. Come take photos with the Easter
Bunny. There will also be Easter gift bags
for the children to take home along with
their candy. Rain date is Saturday April 4.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is lo-
cated at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to
the Fairgrounds.

Lions Offer Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering
students graduating an opportunity to apply
for its four annual scholarships — the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service
Award.

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic
schools, or are home-schooled.

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at
St. Bridget.

K ‘\‘,. P
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ol’s DECA chapter joined 1,500
students from across the state to compete in Connecticut’s DECA State Career De-
velopment Conference at the Aqua Turf. The conference focused on such topics as
marketing, travel and tourism, business plans, community awareness projects, mar-
keting management, and finance.
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the dress code. There’s coming so early to school.
There’s, you know, presenting in front of adults on
topics that you may have just learned about.”

“So, that’s what were really going for,” she
continued. “The experience, those interviewing
skills, those non-verbal and verbal presentation
skills, making East Hampton proud, presenting
ourselves well, using the downtime, and that
the networking. That’s really what the goal has
always been, and that’s what we focus on, and
winning the glass or honorable mention? That’s
just extra”

RTC Offerin§ Scholarship

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career
in a trade and graduating in 2026.

This award is open to any graduating student
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal
high schools, or homeschooled East Hampton
residents. Applications are available from the
guidance department in the schools.

Deadline for submission of applications is
May 15.

Police News

3/17: Nicholas Kensey, 41, of East Hampton,
was arrested and charged with unlawful dis-
charge of a firearm and possession of a sawed-
off shotgun or silencer, East Hampton Police
said.

3/21: Trevor Depino, 54, of Southington, was
arrested and charged with driving under the in-
fluence, police said.

From Marh 16-22, officers responded to 18
medical calls, three motor vehicle crashes and four
alarms, and made eight traffic stops, police said.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St.,
are held Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday
school every week following the sermon.

Easter Schedule: Sunday, March 29:
Palm Sunday service, 10 a.m.; Thursday,
April 2: Holy Thursday service, 6 p.m.; Fri-
day, April 3: Good Friday service, 6 p.m,;
Sunday, April 5 - Easter Sunday: Sunrise
Service, 6 a.m., at Sears Park on Lake Po-
cotopaug; Easter service at Bethlehem, 10
am.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-
accessible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-
1248 or visit www.facebook.com/Bethle-
hemEH or www.bethlehemeh.org.
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Grief Share Group to Start

A Grief Share support group will begin Tues-
day, March 31. The group will run every Tues-
day until June 23. The first session will begin at
4:30 p.m. at Fellowship Community Church, 24
South Rd., and run until 6:30 p.m. A schedule of
subsequent sessions will be provided at the first
group meeting.

The group consists of 13 videos and discus-
sion sessions with the last session on Tuesday,
June 23, which will be the last video and a Cel-
ebration of Life to honor your loved one.

The sessions include watching a video, group
discussions, and doing the sections pertaining
to the video in the workbook at your leisure.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?”

and “Guilt and Anger” This is not a consecu-
tive program. If you have started a Grief Share
program before and have not finished or come
in the middle of the sessions, you may still par-
ticipate again.

There is a $20 one-time registration fee, which
includes the workbook. You will get the work-
book at the first session. If you have already paid
the $20 registration fee from the previous Grief
Share program, you will not need to pay again.

For any questions, please call 860-338-1060
or email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration
is on GriefShare.org. Click “Find a Group” and
look for Fellowship Community Church. You
may register there on Griefshare.org to see the
schedule for the sessions and other information
pertaining to Grief Share.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked
to call before heading over or connect via email
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Stations of the Cross: Every Friday during
Lent through March 27, beginning at 7 p.m.; a
simple soup supper is served prior beginning at
6 p.m. in the church hall. All are welcome.

Lenten Reconciliation: The last Reconcilia-
tion prior to Easter will be Monday, March 30,
with extended hours from 5-7 p.m.

Holy Week & Easter Mass Celebrations:
Holy Thursday, April 2 - Mass at 7:00 p.m.;
Good Friday, April 3 - Service at 3 p.m.; Easter
Vigil, April 4 - Mass at 8 p.m. (No 4 p.m. Vigil
Mass); Easter Sunday, April 5 - Masses at 8:30
am. & 10:30 a.m.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday,

Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan,

A(lorablé, Move-In eady Ranch in

Marlborough! $325,000

Nothing to do but move in and enjoy! This charming ranch has
been beautifully updated and offers easy, one-level living in a quiet
Marlborough neighborhood. Situated on a desirable corner lot, the
home features a fantastic backyard—perfect for relaxing, entertaining,
or enjoying the outdoors. Inside you’ll find tasteful updates throughout,
making this home truly turn-key. A wonderful opportunity to enjoy
comfort, convenience, and the charm of living in one of Marlborough’s

most welcoming communities.

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
Discounts

f Stump Grinding
Dumpsters
Available

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Truck Service
Available

LIKE US ON

860-220-3786

Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school
youth group. For more information, access the
church website.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls are
distributed during Lent and collected with your
monetary contribution the week after Easter.
Food drives are held weekly for the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping
lists are available at the Masses. Sandwich-mak-
ing and collection continues the last Thursday
of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middle-
town. Other scheduled service opportunities
can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

RE3-27-26
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MACHOWSKI

ENERGY*EXPERIENCE*ENTHUSIASM

WILLIAM RAVEIS

T
71| REAL ESTATE + MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

ACHOWSKIC@RAVEIS.COM

C 860.614.9240

0 860.633.0111
218 NEW LONDON TPKE | GLASTONBURY | CT 06033

S/
NORTHEAST
Auto / /Truck Inc.

FULL SERVICE REPAIR
DOMESTIC!

Are you looking for a newer vehicle without the new car

price, see our website northeastautoandtruck.com You

can also give us a call or stop by. We are happy to find
a reliable vehicle that meets your budget.

COME AND FILL UP YOUR TANKS
FOR YOUR RV AND GAS GRILL!
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am-5pm 860-295-9517

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

FOREIG

HotMeals for the Hungry... Marlborough Congregatmnal Church has been provid-
ing hot meals for clients of the Food Bank once a month. This past February, church
members worked with members of St. John Fisher Church. Pictured from left are Kris
Johnson, Eileen Gilles, Sue Harley, Julie Groene, Doug Meyer, Dustin Johnson and
Barbara Meyer. (Sheryl Scheidel and Ida Spooner are not pictured.)

From the Superintendent’s Desk...

Marlborough is an amazing town with so many assets, including a wonderful elementary
school. It takes a lot to have a school feel like a special place for children to learn and grow-
families who love and encourage their children, a committed school staff who are knowledge-
able and caring, a community that recognizes the value of educating its youngest citizens, and
children who are curious thinkers who believe in themselves. Marlborough Elementary School
has all of this going for it, and it is our aim to keep a great thing going for children and the
community.

The Board of Education develops budgets for what it takes in this day and age to meet chil-
dren’s learning and social-emotional needs. Marlborough elementary school has had consis-
tently low per pupil expenditure with high student performance outcomes-otherwise known
as an excellent return on investment. MES is #29 out of 30 in spending in its demographic
reference group (DRG-C) and second to lowest in spending (#15 out of 16) compared with all
Pre-K-6 school districts in the state, while ranking as the 4th highest in performance. In addi-
tion to the excellence in academics, our students are served by a highly trained and essential
related services and mental health team to help children thrive.

MES is a School of Distinction in Mathematics and a spotlight school district for founda-
tional reading. Our physical education, health, art, Spanish, and music programs round out a
plethora of learning experiences where children create, perform, and collaborate. Our Student
Council organizes winter clothes and toy drives and collects goods for the Marlborough Food
Bank. Our students now have a full array of opportunities to develop and hone critical thinking
and problem-solving skills through our Science-Technology-Engineering-Art-Mathematics
(STEAM) curriculum, Invention Convention, Future Problem Solvers, and a magnificent ar-
ray of extracurricular clubs. Nearly 200 students participated in clubs this year ranging from
painting to yoga to trivia to the ukulele and more! These enriching experiences could not exist
if not for our teachers and staff who volunteer to run these activities.

We look at every budget line and ask ourselves, ““Is there another way to achieve the same
or a better outcome with greater efficiency”? We are adaptive and often face difficult reduc-
tions, including a significant decrease in spending for our Building Administrator structure
beginning next school year. We were on track to propose a FY27 operating budget lower than
a 3% increase, however medical insurance costs across the Region 8 consortium elevated our
Operating Budget by over 2% in just that line. At the time this piece was submitted for publica-
tion, the Marlborough Public Schools operating budget was projected to be a 4.49% increase.
The average among local area school districts is a 6.71% increase.

We respectfully seek the community’s continued support of MES and the overall town bud-
get. Please visit the budget tab of the school district website, marlborough.k12.ct.us, to become
familiar with what has been proposed for next year’s school budget. We will present the school
budget again at the Town Budget Hearings on April 20th and May 4th ahead of the budget
referendum on May 5th, but if you have any questions in the meantime, you can email budget
questions to FY27BudgetQuestions@marlborough.k12.ct.us.

Holly Hageman
Marlborough Superintendent of Schools

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.nhortheastautoandtruck.com

/
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SANCTUARY
" HAIR STUDIO

Welcomes Rachael
EXPERT BARBERING SERVICES:

- Custom Haircuts & Styles

With over 10 years experience, Rachael delivers
an elevated experience where great hair meets
real connection, always with a personalized
touch and a hint of edge.

Call to book your appointment today!
45 N. Main St., Marlborough (860)368-1627
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Local Realtor Ken Hjulstrom, left, met with state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) at a recent
Greater Hartford Association of Realtors event in West Hartford.

Realtors Meet with Legislators

On March 18th, the Greater Hartford As-
sociation of Realtors (GHAR) held an event at
WeHa Brewing and Roasting in West Hartford
to meet with Connecticut legislators who serve
on the Insurance and Real Estate Committee
and the Housing Committee.

The Connecticut legislators on hand included
state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55), who serves on the
Housing Committee. GHAR Government Af-
fairs Committee member and local Realtor Ken
Hjulstrom spoke with the legislators in atten-
dance regarding bills that are being presented
that address various issues involving real estate,

affordable housing and tenant/landlord rights.

The legislators on hand confirmed that re-
ceiving only a handful of emails or phone calls
from the public is enough to get their attention
regarding public opinion on proposed legisla-
tion. Members of the GHAR Government Af-
fairs Committee encouraged legislators to think
about the impact of proposed legislation on
homeowners.

Anyone interested in learning more about
legislation being considered can read more
about the details at www.cga.ct.gov.

East Hampton Rotary Club is announcing
scholarships applications for any high school
senior graduating in 2026 who resides in ei-
ther East Hampton or Marlborough.

Applicants must be graduating or have
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 4-
or 5-year college or university, community

Rotary Club Scholarship

college, trade school or commercial school.
Various single and multiple year scholarships
available.

Applications are available online at tinyurl.
com/EHRotaryScholarship2026 or through
the guidance department of East Hampton
High School, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vi-
nal. Applications are due April 3.

The Marlborough Lions Club will hold its
annual Pancake Breakfast Sunday, March 29,
from 7:45-11:45 a.m.

The breakfast is being planned for both
dine-in and take-out and will be held at the
East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club on Pla-
neta Road in Marlborough, which is located
off of West Road just east of Exit 12 from
Route 2.

The Lions will serve various varieties of

Marlborough Lions Pancake Breakfast

pancakes along with sausage, ham, fruit coffee
and juice. Tickets will be available for sale in
advance of the event or can be purchased at
the door on the day of the breakfast. Tickets
are $10 for adults, $9 for seniors and $7 for
children 12 and under.

For more information or to purchase tick-
ets, call Jean Paul Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or
Lions Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116.

Benefit Assessment

Residents in the town’s sewer district are noti-
fied that the Benefit Assessment bills are due to
the Marlborough Water Pollution Control Au-
thority (MWPCA), April 1. The last day to pay
without interest is May 1.

Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% interest
per month reverting to the due date of April 1,
or 18% per year. Minimum interest is $5. If you
do not receive a bill, please contact the Tax Of-
fice at 860-295-6205.

Make checks payable to MWPCA. Payments
can be mailed to: Tax Collector, Town of Marl-
borough, P.O. Box 26, 29 North Main St., Marl-
borough, CT 06447, or placed in the Drop Box
to the left of the Town Hall front door for pay-
ments by check - no cash.

Tax collector hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday,
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Holy Week and Easter Services are sched-
uled at Marlborough Congregational Church,
located at 35 South Main St. Sanctuary wor-
ship services are livestreamed at mcc.marlcon-
gchurch.org and can be watched later through
the church website, mcc.marlcongchurch.org.
Church pastor is the Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Palm Sunday, March 29 will include the an-
nual Palm Parade, an Ice Cream Seder for the
Sunday School students, and after worship, an
Easter Egg hunt for nursery ages to grade 4 with
avisit from the Easter Bunny. Homemade cook-
ies at $5 a dozen and chocolate lollipops for $2
each will be sold in the Thienes Lounge, with
proceeds to benefit Dorcas Women’s Fellowship
mission projects.

Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae on
April 2 will be held in the sanctuary at 7 p.m.
and will include Holy Communion and a dra-
matic reading of the Passion Story by church
deacons. The Chancel Choir will participate in
the service.

Easter Sunday. April 5: A Sunrise Service
will be held lakeside at Lake Terramuggus at 7
a.m. Hymns will be led by a brass ensemble and
hot cocoa will be served. All in the community
are welcome. Bring a lawn chair if you wish.

The Resurrection Celebration will be held at
the church at 10 a.m. The sanctuary will be dec-

orated for Easter with flowers filling the chancel
and Easter banners hung on the walls. The ser-
vice, led by the Rev. Valerie Seaver, will include
Holy Communion that is open to all, regardless
of church affiliation, including children with pa-
rental guidance. The service will include a Chil-
dren’s Message, joyous music from the Chancel
Choir including Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus to
close the service.

Marlborough Sings, led by Carolyn Brodgin-
ski, will be held upstairs in the Thienes Lounge
Saturday, April 4, at 7 p.m. All who enjoy sing-
ing, including musicians, are welcome.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop will be closed
Good Friday and Holy Saturday, April 3 and 4.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith
community and all are welcome. Storm closings
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC,
ABC). The church does not pass a collection
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also
be made through the church website, or mailed
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT
06447. For more information on the church or
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org.
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A steady rain didn’t dampen the spirit of folks who participated in, and watched, the annual tractor parade at last weekend’s Maple Fest. The two-day festival was not just
entertaining but also educational, as Woodyacres Sugar House owner David Schaller is seen here instructing visitors on the art of maple syrup-making.

* Sweet Start to Spring,, cont. from page 1
labor-intensive.

“You go out there middle of February and you
tap the trees,” he said. “They’re all on tubing. ...
It goes into collection tanks, and then you basi-
cally just boil the water out of it. You're leaving
the sugar once you get it to a certain density”

The result is pure maple syrup, drawn directly
from the evaporator. But what surprises many
visitors is the scale of effort required. “It takes
50 gallons of sap to make one gallon of syrup,”
Schaller noted.

Schaller said he enjoys sharing the process. “I
think it’s pretty cool. A lot of people don’t un-
derstand how it's made and how simple it is,” he
said. “It’s crazy that still every year, more people
are learning about it” That surprise doubled
when attendees learned they could make syrup
at home as well.

That sense of discovery extended to young-
er generations as well. At one demonstration,
members of the University of Connecticut
Woodsmen team drew a crowd as they show-
cased lumberjack-style skills. For former presi-
dent and senior Jim Denton, the club is about
more than just chopping wood. After joining,
he discovered “these were like my people” He
continued, “we teach a lot of things that you
really can’t get in any other clubs. ... A lot of
teamwork and character-building activities”

Current team president Jack Wilson echoed a
similar sentiment, and emphasized the unique
nature of their work. “Everything we know is
passed down knowledge,” he said. “Someone
learned it at one point, and then I was taught it.

.. It’s all generational kind of knowledge”

While demonstrations and crafts drew

crowds, it's often the simplest moments that
leave the strongest impressions. For families at-
tending the festival, the experience is about to-
getherness.

Five-year Hebron residents Joseph and Kerry
Miffitt brought their daughter Ellie to enjoy
the day despite the rainy weather that greeted
them on Sunday. “Everyone’s out here, despite
the rain. There’s a great little community, and we
love it;” they said.

Ellie, who endured the rain in her bright pink
jacket, had no trouble identifying her favorite
parts. “I like the bouncy houses and tractors,”
she said, adding that the “big one” stood out the
most.

And of course, no Maple Festival would be
complete without the food. When asked about
favorite treats, answers ranged from maple syr-

up itself - “You're just drinking it by the bottle?”
one vendor joked - to crowd favorites like cin-
namon donuts and maple candies.

Throughout the weekend, these small inter-
actions — between vendor and customer, neigh-
bor and neighbor, parent and child - formed the
true essence of the festival. Over the two days,
craftsmanship was shared, traditions were pre-
served, and community bonds were strength-
ened.

The Hebron Maple Festival first started in
1989, and while the event has grown over the
years, it remains, at its heart, a gathering rooted
in something simple: sap flowing from trees,
boiled down into something sweet and shared
among people who call Hebron home. Or who,
for a weekend, feel like they do.



NEWS BULLETIN « March 27, 2026

Page 19

Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough « Marlborough

Folk Singer to Perform at Arts Center

The Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main
St., will host folk singer John John Brown on
the 4th Friday @ the Arts Café series on Fri-
day, March 27, at 7:30 pm.

Admission is subsidized by a Grant from
the Marlborough Greater Together Com-
munity Fund of the Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving.

Fife & Drum Food Drive
The Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife & Drum
Corps will sponsor a food drive on the town
green this Sunday, March 29, from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. The young marchers will be playing tra-
ditional music and receiving any donations to-
wards the Marlborough Food Bank.
Non-perishable food, toiletries or cash dona-
tions for the food bank will all be accepted. As
one of a few community service projects, this
will be the fourth year that the members of the
corps have collected for the cause before Easter.
In 2025, the Marlborough Jr. Ancients col-
lected 23 bags of groceries and $175 toward the

~ MVED Women's
Aucxiliary Scholarships

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments Women’s Auxiliary is now accepting
scholarship applications from any graduating
senior who resides in Marlborough. The appli-
cations are available online through the RHAM
Guidance Department.

Applications are due by Friday, May 1. Mail
all completed applications to MVFD Women’s
Auxiliary, P.O. Box 237, Marlborough, CT
06447.

American Legion Golf

Tournament
American Legion Post 197 will host a Golf
Tournament at Blackledge Country Club, 180
West St., Hebron, on Monday, May 18.
For more information, email donlbu@com-
cast.net.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine
on. Other non-alcoholic beverages are avail-
able. There is on-site parking, and the Marl-
borough Arts Center is fully accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.
org or call us at 860-467-6353.

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT ¢ BAKERY

UEsDAY: 20% OFF

Your Entire Dinner Bill

Get one 1/2 OFF

\ (higher price prevails)
OFFer good March 31 & April 1,

after 4pm Online orders =~
) use code MAR2026

4

115m-;t.o 5pm

PN V-, - = e X
Reservations AlwaysiRecommended..
N AR N >

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 8602950006

Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS.COM

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE « MORTGAGE « INSURANCE

T Trick

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée, ‘

- Spite"(:iah‘,l;lﬁ‘()liday Menu
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relax for a moment. ..

enjoy nature & the birds

Hurry In! Good thru 4/30/26

FREE : $5 OFF
2Ibs of Seed” ; No Minimum’

*Valid only in-store at Wild Birds I *Valid only in-store at Wild Birds
Unlimited of Glastonbury CT. Seed Unlimited of Glastonbury CT. $5
blend determined by store. off purchase of $5 or more. Not
One usage per acct/household. combinable. One usage per household.
Coupon must be presented/customer l Coupon must be presented/customer
name required to receive savings. name required to receive savings.
Offer expires 4/30/26. Offer expires 4/30/26.

|
0> Wit Bcle Uit

Nature Shop

I N N N I N S B S B B B S S . .-
2848A Main St, Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-5211 » www.wbu.com/glastonbury
BIRD FOOD  FEEDERS » GARDEN ACCENTS * UNIQUE GIFTS

RE3/26/26

Happy Anniversary to
My Clients and their famuily!

Honored to have Trust to have repeat
Business with this wonderful Family.
Three sales in a ROW!!
Proven Success ! Trust, Experience
& Negotiation Skills Matter in each &
every Real Estate Transaction!
Jody Delmastro
‘William Ravels Real Estate

“Three successes of the same kind, especially consecutive ones within a limited period.”

Jody Delmastro and William Raveis, a winning combination.

Contact her today to schedule a consultation and experience firsthand why

she 1s the go-to real estate agent in the Glastonbury area.

GLASTONBURY RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

CIT3-26-26

Lk

JODY DELMASTRO

PROVEN SUCCESS | RESIDENTIAL & WATERFRONT SPECIALIST

REALTOR’

c. 860.841.4305 | 0. 860.633.0111 | Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com | JodyDelmastro.raveis.com

218 New London Tpke | Glastonbury | CT 06033
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r Family Take Care of Your
Family Owned & Operated Since 1994

Not Happy With Bank
CD Rates?

§ %
¥
e | :
1-| \

Thinking of Selling or Buying?
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-
2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-

2011-2010 of SOLD:s in total for Hebron,
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.
For Loyal Dependable Service and
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!
105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248  Call for your Free Home Evaluation!

Earn 5.95%
Interest With Us.

We partner with a company that is Ca" us tOday
offering a fixed annuity that pays you

5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either tO Iearn more
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today!

James Beyer, AIF® CLTC ®
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance,

LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance.

Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender

) charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity

I N T E G R I TY contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the

insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term.
W E A L T H® Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10%

federal tax penalty.

CIT3-12-26

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Prime HealthCare welcomes Find the PERFECT

Gaby Ukleja, APRN OFFICE

Gaby is a Nurse Practitioner who has recently joined

Greater Hartford Internal Medicine in Glastonbury

and West Hartford, CT IN EAST HAMP TON) CcT
Accepting new []HtiEl'ltS! Current Occupants are RELOCATING!

To schedube an appointrment IE} Ba0-659-0581 Wasna prrimedic, Oom

FOR SALE

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

9
2 M)  860-365-5940

Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only) i S

Fresh - Natural -Delicious ’ Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm ‘

E— S TONY
8 West High Street
EAST HAMPTON, CT

Monday-Saturday
11:30aMm-4:00rm

Please Call
860.529.9000 x 113

www.NewEnglandRetail.com

CIT2-19-26

¢/ Join us for
Happy Hour
Monday - Friday 4-6rm
www.zinascucina.com

ONLINE!

New England

Retail Properties,Inc.
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Watercolor Class for Mixed Abilities

Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St.,
will offer an Introduction to Watercolor class,
for people with mixed abilities with the me-
dium of watercolor and painting in general, on
Saturday, March 28, from 2-5 p.m.

p.m. Saturday, March 28, and the cost is $65.
See the course description for supplies pro-
vided and supplies you must bring. To register
go to MarlboroughArts.org and click on the
menu tab in the upper right corner. Go to cur-

New Intergenerational Multicultural Club

Christi Moraga of CoDE (Coalition on Di-
versity & Equity) is looking for seniors and
students to participate in the Marlborough In-
tergenerational Multicultural Club, which will
include five seniors and five fifth and sixth grad-
ers from Marlborough Elementary School. The

origin, and decorate the boxes. The group will
celebrate with ethnic snacks. The meetings will
be six Friday afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
starting the last Friday in April and running
through May. The club is free.

Seniors, please call the Marlborough Senior

rent classes and click on Intro to Watercolor
March 26 session.

For more information, call 860-467-6353
or email info@marlborougharts.org.

Led by Marika Hahn, the class will give you
an opportunity to focus on brush strokes and
using liquid watercolors for a very transparent
effect. The workshop is being held from 2-5

Watercolorist On
Display at Town Hall

The Marlborough Arts Center presents a new
solo exhibit featuring the work of arts center mem-
ber and Connecticut artist Charles McCaughtry.
The collection is currently on display at the Marl-
borough Town Hall's MAC Hallway Gallery.

McCaughtry’s watercolors focus on the re-
lationships between earth, water, air, and light.
An avid hiker and paddler, he draws inspiration
from the wild areas he explores.

The exhibit will run through the end of April
and is open to the public during Marlborough
Town Hall business hours: Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-
7 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. Town Hall is
located at 26 N. Main St.

For more information, contact the Marlbor-
ough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or the Marl-
borough Town Hall Tax Collector’s Department

At

at 860-295-6205. Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart
MVED Easter ricksrealestategroup.com ——
Plant Sale

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, located at 7 Hebron Rd., will hold its
annual Easter Plant Sale Thursday, April 2,
from noon-6 p.m.; Friday, April 3, from 9
a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, April 4, 8 a.m.-6 p.m,;
and Sunday, April 5, from 9 a.m.-noon.

All are invited. Also, the Easter Bun-
ny will pay a visit Saturday, April 4, from
noon-2:30 p.m.

B
IT”S AFFORDABLE
TO LIVEAT |

#1 Arbors:
Independent Retiremen‘- w

Community & Assisted Living "

WE HAVE ' W
AFEWONE & /7
TWO BEDROOM "
. APARTMENTS

AVAILABLE! //

' Hurry they go |

quick! d

Monthly Rental & Entrance Fee

Programs Available | r’
- > - . =

4
e
|
) > e
4

+ 36 year reputation putting residents
health and happiness above all

* 24/7 nursing, homes security and
emergency response technology

* Full continuum of health services if
needed all on one campus, when a little
extra help is needed

* Attractive apartments and all-inclusive
amenities

Leave behind the worries and responsibilities of home ownership!

NOW AVAILABLE Monthly Rental & Entrance Fee Programs
Call Today to Schedule Your Visit 860.530.2592

#9 Arbors

VY OF HOP BROOK
SENIOR RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Call: 860.530.2592 | arborsct.com
403 West Center Street | Manchester, CT 06040

RICK'S REAL ESTATE GROUP

2]

CENTURY 21 AllPoints Realty

860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is independently
owned and operated

club will be held at Marlborough Senior Center.

The seniors and students will talk about their
heritages and fill culture boxes with objects such
as dolls, coins, brochures from countries of their

GOODETON ¢
STATE JEWELRY * GOLD * ANTIQUES * COINSm

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Center to register, at 860-295-6209. Deadline is
April 1. Students, please register through Marl-
borough Parks and Recreation: 860-295-6203.

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins
Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108
Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015

Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm
Saturday’s 9-4

RE4-11-25

CIT9—18-2ﬂ

ENTS:
GLASTONBURV TENNIS CLUB PRES

LTI-SPORT

10% OfF If
You Mention
per Session This Ad
« TAKE A BREAK INSIDE FROM THE SUMMER

SUN, HEAT, & RAIN!
« CREATIVE, MULTI-SPORT GAME EXPOSURE!
« BUILD TEAMWORK SKILLS IN A FUN &
SAFE SETTING!

/__——\
h "——='; ™
\_/

£

Games Include:

Tennis, Pickleball, Wittleball,
Basketball, Lacrosse, Kickball,
Dodgeball, Frisbee Golf, Indoor
Soccer, Cornhole, Ping Pong,
Ladderball & More!

Session 3
July 6-9

Session 2
June 29-July 2

Session1
June 22-25

Session 4
July 13-16

Session 6
July 27-30

Session 5
July 20-23

The Details: To Register:
+ Open to youth ages 6 to 12 < info @ GlastonburyTennisClub.com
+ 9AM to 12PM, 8:30AM Drop Off . (860) 659-3731

v Sessions Run Monday - Thursday

« Trivia & Games During Snack
+ 10% Sibling Discount
v Certified Staff
v All Sessions Held at GTC:
228 Oak Street
Glastonbury, CT 06033

[Tewis cuug)

CIT3-26-26
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*#2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron'’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Serving
Connecticut

Get the
Defense
You

Deserve
24-7

CALL IRON CHRIS

n)ﬂ

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker @m
Century 21 AllPoints Realty @ V2'I

cell: 860-463-2563 =
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 e Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

RE5-30-25

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
We have a large variety of ‘

fresh, wholesome fish to ' o Sraes ‘ Call me for a quote today
celebrate this special holiday. § Y G iy
Don’t forget to pick up our o
Fresh Cooked Shrimp or ' 1 v, Yy ' :
\  other Seafood Favorites! a7 . " 3 - AT > 2N &@StatEFar m-

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs
Paul Catalano, Agent

EASTER SPECIALS ?:7|Liba?oné¥e06415 1211
| Fresh Faroe Island Salmon FL. - ¥15.99 Ib. SIS '
Medium Shrimp (26-30 ct) - *6.99 Ib. Bus: 860-537-3338
Valid 4/1/26 through 4/7/26 www.catalanoins.com

RETAIL KITCHEN .
Mon-Tue & Sat 9am-5pm  Tue & Sat 10am-5pm . w
Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

Wed-Fri 9am-6pm Wed-Fri 10am-6pm - :
Sun closed sun & Mon closed . : StateFarmMutualAutomohileInsuranceComp.any.StateFarmlndemnityCompany. State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

HURRY IN - THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH! Spmng Speczal.
o SAVE UP TO 20% ( Sign up for ANY

vﬂ?‘mong\ S22 package for 30

=7 THIS SPRING AT CAREFREE days for the price

of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

PLAYHOUSES
S39vVHVH

Carefree Colonial Carefree Cottage Carefree Greenhouse
Reg $6,429 Reg $11,326 Reg $6,444

sate $5143 sae $9195 sale $5195

Siding, Loft

STORAGE BUILDINGS
JUNLINYNL OILYd

andRamp!
Shown with
optional
Cupola and
Weathervane.

With Ramp! >, - : < ... WitheU6t andRarpl,

Carefree Dutch Garage Carefree Cottage Carefree Cottage
Reg $21,304 Reg $10,164 Reg $11,135

saLe $16,995 sace $8131 sae $8908 :
MREFRES Al Basic

EXTERIOR
Sale ends April 30,2026. SMALL BUILDINGS e o é O S WASH&DRY
Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 47 Years of Building Quality! 1 . 8 00. 3 2 6 .S H E D o

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860267-7600  Clinton 860 664-1620

GAZEBOS
Sv10dNnd

We're also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM 44 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT

860-537-4325 OP‘;”DZ??‘,}’"M]E‘E%”"

RE3-20-26
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Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Special Kids’ Events: Easter Egg Hunt: Sat-
urday, March 28, at Blish Park. Visit the Easter
Bunny. Ages 2 and under at 11 a.m.; ages 6-8 at
11:15 a.m.; ages 3-5 at 11:30 a.m.; and ages 7-10
at 11:45 a.m.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10.
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Crayola Imagine Arts -
Wild World: The Art Of Conservation: For
grades K-6, Tuesdays, April 7-May 19, 3:15-4:15
p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary School
cafeteria. Registration fee is $142/resident,
$147/non-resident.

Tiny Twirlers Dance Class: For ages 2-3
with caregiver. Saturdays, 9:30-10 a.m., March
28-May 30; no class April 4, April 18 or May 23.
All classes held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron.
Fee is $108.

After School Co-Ed Handball League: For
grades 5 & 6. Wednesdays, April 1-May 20,
3:15-4:15 p.m., at MES. Participants will be
divided up into teams and play weekly games.
No handball April 15 and May 13. Fee is $30/
resident.

Lego Pokemon Engineering: For grades K-4.
Wednesdays, April 1-May 13, 3:15-4:45 p.m. Fee
is $136/resident, $141/non-resident.

Mad Science-NASA Space and Beyond: For
grades K-6. Thursdays, April 9-May 21, 3:15-
4:15 p.m., at MES. Fee is $142/resident, $147/
non-resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 18-June 12 (no
session May 23), at the West Road Memorial
upper field. Mini, for age 2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is
$90/resident, $95/non-resident. Classic, for ages
3-5, is 3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee is $113/resident, $118/
non-resident.

Spring Into Yoga - Kids Yoga & Mindful-
ness Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-

May 12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior
Center. Parent/guardian must attend to observe
or participate with their child. Fee is $58/resi-
dent, $63/non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing - Know Your Machine: For
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resi-
dent, $57/non-resident.

Intergenerational Multicultural Club: For
grades 5 & 6. Fridays, April 24-May 29, 3:30-
4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Stu-
dents will fill culture boxes with objects such
as dolls, coins, and brochures from countries
of your origin. Then, decorate the boxes, talk
about your heritage, and celebrate with ethnic
snacks. No cost to participate.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set
up lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident,
$45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is
$5 per week. Session runs until June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs
until the end of April.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets:
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket
to the game, cookout at the stadium: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sweet & sour meatballs, sausage &
peppers, assorted salads, chips, water and soda,
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee is
$185 (400-level seating), or $255 (lower level
seating). Bus picks up/drops off at Putnam park
and ride in Glastonbury.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinsons Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings,
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Events: Chair Yoga: Next session runs Tues-
days, March 31-April 21. Fee: $30/residents,
$35/non-residents.

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement
and exercises are drawn from body building,
yoga, ballet and more. April session runs Mon-
days, April 6-27, 10:45-11:45 a.m. Fee is $40/
residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by April 2.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed,
age 55 and up. Next session is Thursdays, April
2-30 (no class April 23), 5-7 p.m. Fee: $50/resi-
dent, $60/non-resident. RSVP by March 31.

The Encore Club: Wednesday, April 8. Join
Bill Naughton and new musical guest for light
refreshments as he sings and shares fun facts
only a radio host would know.

This or That; Dementia Talk: Friday, April
17, 1-2 p.m. With relatable stories, light humor,
and practical guidance, you will learn about
what is and isn’t dementia.

Scam Prevention: Monday, April 27, noon-1
p-m. A financial advisor from Edward Jones will
speak on how to prevent yourself from being
scammed and protect your money.

Birthday Club: April birthdays will be cel-
ebrated Tuesday, April 28, from 1-2 p.m., with
cake! Open to all friends and family. It does not
have to be your birthday month to celebrate.
However, if it is please RSVP.

Intergenerational Multicultural Pilot Club:
The center is looking for 5-6 seniors who would
like to share their culture, via cuisine, souvenirs
and items, with youth from Marlborough El-
ementary School. Program to start in April.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two

business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy.
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail,
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to
qualified residents in need.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief
Program: Property tax credits are available to
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center. Deadline to ap-
ply: May 15.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.
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Colchester Cares recently voted to give $1,600 to Colchester Federated Church for
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repairs. Pictured from left are church members Suzanne Cramer and Deborah Howard
along with Kim Talarczyk, co-founder of Colchester Cares.

Colchester Cares Makes Donations

Colchester Cares, a group that supports vari-
ous causes in town, recently made its first-quar-
ter donations totaling $4,800. The group voted
to give $1,600 each to the Colchester Federated
Church for repairs, Freezin’ for a Reason to sup-
port the Colchester Fuel Bank, and a scholar-
ship for a Bacon Academy senior student ac-
cepted into a 4-year college/university.

Colchester Cares members, who commit to
donating $100 a quarter, present current needs
in town and then vote on where to send the
group’s collective donations. The group was es-

Vendors Sought

for Spring Fair
Colchester Federated Church’s annual Spring
in Bloom Vendor Fair is coming up on May 2
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. This fair showcases local
crafters, vendors, farmers and more.
If you would like a table at the fair to sell your
goods, please reach out to Renee Misbach at
rouillette01 @snet.net for more information.

Honor Society Inductee

Claire Alexander of Colchester, a student at
the University of Alabama, was recently elected
to membership into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest all-discipline col-
legiate honor society.

tablished in 2020 and since its inception has do-
nated over $70,000 to Colchester causes.

Colchester Cares always welcomes new mem-
bers who would like to give back to the com-
munity. You can be a member without having
to attend meetings. Suggesting worthy causes,
voting, and donating can all be done online. The
next quarterly meeting will be held Tuesday,
April 21, at 7 p.m., at the Carl Guild Community
Room, 392 South Main St., Colchester.

For more information, visit www.colchester-
cares.org or follow the group on Facebook.

Red Cross Blood Drive

American Legion Post 54 will hold a
Red Cross Blood Drive at Saint Joseph Pol-
ish Club, 395 South Main St., on Monday,
April 27, from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., for a Red
Cross Blood Drive.

While donations of all blood types are
needed, the American Legion said the Red
Cross especially needs Type O Negative
and Type B Negative blood donors right
now.

Download the American Red Cross app
or go to the Red Cross website at www.red-
crossblood.org to make an appointment.
Walk-ins can also be accommodated.

Classifieds | @ = h
Pa Braces Made Me Smile!
y Personalized Care for Children, Teenagers, and Adults
I The Glastonbury .
1 Citizen 1 « Invisalign - Free Consultation
: & : - Clear Braces - Flexible Financing
1 Rivereast I - Digital X-rays - Cutting Edge Technology
1 News Bulletin
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BARBER & STVLING SHOP

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!
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Lions Club Collecting Donations, Eyeglasses

The Colchester Lions Club will hold its an-
nual Sight Saver Weekend the weekend of April
17-19.

Collection locations will be: Noel’s Market on
Friday, April 17 from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, April
18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, April
19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; also, Stop & Shop on
Saturday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and

Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fifty percent of the funds raised during this
weekend will go to Connecticut Lions Eye Re-
search Foundation. The rest of the money raised
will go towards local causes at the end of the Li-
ons’ year.

Lions Club members will also be collecting
used eyeglasses all weekend.

Memorial Day Parade Coming

On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its
annual Memorial Day Parade. The parade is a
community effort and the local groups are en-
couraged to participate to make this event a suc-
cess.

Each contingent willing to march or prepare
a float will be able to obtain an application form
online, from the Colchester first selectman’s of-
fice or at Town Hall after March 31; email aed-
wards@colchesterct.gov.

The parade committee expects to have several
military units represented, including the Army
National Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.SS. Navy,

MY WORD.

- Jim Harrington,

BROKER

RE3-13-26

U.S. Marine Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard, and the
Air Force Reserve.

The theme of this year’s parade will be “Col-
chester Honors 250 Years of Heroes.” There will
also be a grand marshal and guest speaker who
will soon be nominated. Residents of Colchester
can offer suggestions for these positions to the
parade committee.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again
award prizes for the best volunteer marching
unit, best float meeting this year’s parade theme,
and most creative float.

CALQUILD)

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

JIM HARRINGTON

860-966-9966
JIMGHARRS.COM
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

By Neil Manausa

ACROSS

1 Encourage
5 Swagger

10 Clean chalk erasers

14 “Quo Vadis”
character

15 Regular writing

16“ ..onthe ___
prairie”

17 Alias Mr. Deeds

19 Smidgen

20___ -Cat: Vail vehicle

21 Womanizer

22 Roof support

24 Swift stream

26 Contest

27 Be in arrears

28 Goatskin or
horsehide leather

32 Maryland specialty

35 Mend socks

37 Pointless

38 Great Lakes
acronym

40 Harbor boat

41 “Target Field” nine

42 Warn

43 Reputation

45 Man’s name
meaning mortal

46 Place for suckers?

48 Wane

50 Touch-tone’s
predecessor

51 Former Pro Bowler
Ken

55 Emulate Jacob Riis

58 Essayist’s alias

59 Victorian, for one

60 Lust for life

61 Alias Mr. Moto

64 Turkey’s continent

65 First name in
cosmetics

66 Burl-y folk singer

67 Cheesy grilled
sandwich

68 Picks apples, e.g.

69 After the bell

DOWN

1 Apprehension

2 Wind breaker?

3 Inexactitude

4 Type of chest

5 Canoodled

6 “A River Runs

Through It” fish

7 Macramé material
8 Deplete, with up

9 Intense fear
10 Alias Mr. Belvedere
11 lll-gotten goods
12 Makes your pot grow

13 Fruit cocktail fruit

18 Work gang

23 Accountant’s job

25 Alias Mr. Chips

26 Connected hand
drum

28 OPEC product, with
63 Down

29 “You're So __™:
1972 hit

30The Ain A.D.

31 Leader of the
Untouchables

32 Shoot the breeze

33 Pirate, to Depp

34 You said it!

36 Christmas Island,
e.g.

39 Part of a flight

44 Turns 677

47 RV

49 Jezebel's god

51 Land of Nod

52 Baby bug

53 Bird with breeding
plumes

54 Actress Witherspoon

55 Paper unit

56 Other than

57 Fall short

58 Soul singer James

62 Helm heading

63 See 28 Down

Colchester Federated Church is located
at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-
tion is on the church’s Facebook page.

Holy Week Schedule: March 29, Palm
Sunday Processional, 9 a.m.; April 2: Maun-
dy Thursday Tenebrae, 7 p.m., featuring The
Last Supper — remember the last night Jesus
spent with his disciples; April 3: Good Friday
Stations of the Cross Service, noon - walk

Colchester Federated Church News

throughout the sanctuary from station to sta-
tion and contemplate the seven last words
Jesus spoke from the cross; April 5, Easter
Sunday: Sunrise Service at Lake Hayward at
6:15 a.m., and a Worship Service with Com-
munion at 9 a.m.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.
through June.

Christian Life Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev.
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 am. A
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7

p-m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. It's an
open discussion on the theme: How does God
fit in this thing called life?

Upcoming Events: Sunrise Service: Sunday,
April 5, 7:30 a.m., on the Town Green.

Clothing Swap: Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Celebrate creation care by sharing and
reusing clothing in this community-focused
event.

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery
for children.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. Credit cards
are currently not accepted. For full descriptions
of programs and to register, call 860-537-3911,
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/colches-
ter-senior-center.

Monday, March 30: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11
a.m., Learn to Sign, Senior Spotlight; 11 a.m.-
noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment;
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, March 31: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle;
1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4-8 p.m.,
Wellness Nights.

Wednesday, April 1: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time;
1:30 p.m., Cardio; 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, April 2: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga;
noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m.,
Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m.,
Knit & Crochet, Handsewn Mini Quilts ; 4-8
p.m., Wellness Nights.

Friday, April 3: Senior center closed for
Good Friday.

Passover Seder Celebration: Monday, April
6, 11 a.m. Rabbi Ken Alter will discuss the his-
tory surrounding this holiday and how it is
celebrated by the Jewish community. This is a
free program but registration is required. This is
open to all regardless of your own faith.

Spring Centerpiece Workshop: Tuesday,
April 7, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Leah O’'Hearn,
the owner and designer from It’s So Ranuncu-
lus Flower Shoppe, will lead a spring floral de-
sign class. She will guide participants through
creating a seasonal arrangement filled with
spring colors, textures, and unique blooms. This
program is sponsored by Graceful Transitions.

Space is limited. Registration is required. You
may only register for the day or evening pro-
gram, not both.

Exploring the World of Charcoal Drawing
Mini Class: Friday, April 10, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
From an actual still life setting, students in thid
beginner-level class will learn how to use char-
coal drawing tools to create a realistic charcoal
drawing. Taught by Jeanette Green. The cost of
this class is $16, this covers the instruction and
supplies.

Pre-Season Golf League Meeting: Tuesday,
April 14, 2 p.m. This is an informational meet-
ing to discuss the 2026 Golf League season at
Chanticlair Golf Course in Colchester. This is a
senior co-ed league and new members are wel-
come. Attend the meeting or call the center for
more information.

Spring Fever Luncheon: Wednesday, April
15, 11 a.m. Celebrate this season of growth and
new beginnings with a good-time spring party.
The Boomers will perform favorites from Buf-
fett, the Eagles, Springsteen, Zac Brown, and
more. Lunch will follow with glazed ham, rice
pilaf, green beans almondine, and apple crumb
pie. Tickets are $10 per person. Space is limited;
registration is required.

Mixed Media Art Adventure: Tuesdays
starting April 20 at 10 a.m. In this six-week
workshop, beginner and intermediate students
will create unique artworks. Design elements,
design principles, color theory, and even a little
art history will be touched upon lightly in pass-
ing. Jeff Poole is instructor. Cost is $60 per per-
son. Space is limited.

Mental Health As We Age Lunch & Learn:
Wednesday, April 29, 11:30 a.m. AM As people
age, they may experience certain life changes
that impact their mental health. Kara Caevette
from Masonicare will present. This is a free pro-
gram, but space is limited. A choice of tuna or
turkey sandwich will be served for lunch. Regis-
tration is required.

Mobil
$5.00 OFF

Full Service
Oil Change

includes fluid top off,
vacuuming, tire pressure

WE DRIVE VEHICLE IN, YOU RELAX!
EXPIRES 4/30/26

Performance Tire

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews

Colchester, CT « 860-537-2515

& Auto Repair

FULL SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes,

* K e Kk
* No Appointment Necessary *

240 Old Hartford Road
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Budget Hearing Highlights Rising Costs, Insurance Crisis

By Toriana Williams

The first public hearing on proposed held on
March 10 brought together town officials, school
leaders and residents to review and question
proposed budgets that reflected rising costs, fi-
nancial challenges and difficult decisions.

The meeting focused on two main parts: the
town government budget and the Board of Edu-
cation budget. Both presentations showed how
increasing expenses, especially for healthcare,
are currently shaping financial plans for the up-
coming fiscal year.

Town Budget Overview

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Demo-
crat, presented a proposed town budget of
$19,521,660, which represented an increase of
about $1.4 million, or 7.9%, from the previ-
ous year. He explained that the budget is built
around these priorities: “stability and safety,
sustainability and affordability”

Dennler explained that the town cannot con-
trol many of the cost increases. For example,
wages are rising by about $560,000, mostly due
to union contracts. Employee benefits are in-
creasing by $547,000, largely because of higher
healthcare costs. Deb service is also increasing
by $85,000, while supplies and utilities are in-
creasing by around $70,000 and $30,000.

Healthcare is one of the biggest concerns.
The town is self-insured, meaning it pays em-
ployee medical claims directly. Healthcare costs
are projected to rise from about $1.3 million in
the current year to $1.8 million in the next fiscal
year. Dennler explained, “Every time one of our
people goes to the doctor past their deductible,
we are paying that directly”

The budget also reflects everyday expenses af-
fected by inflation. For example, road salt and
sand are expected to cost about $75,000, and
police body camera updates will cost an ad-
ditional $42,000. Even smaller increases, like
$6,000 for the regional health district, add to
the overall total.

Dennler also reviewed past budgets to show
how spending has changed. The town budget
was $15.7 million in FY 2021-22, $15.6 million
in 2022-23, $15.7 million in 2023-24, $17.1 mil-
lion in 2024-25 and $18 million in 2025-26. He
noted that recent increases were, in part, from
inflation and new labor contracts after the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Department Highlights and Services

Dennler discussed several town departments
in detail. He shared that Public Works has
struggled with staffing in the past, but wage ad-

‘Spring Cleaning with Purpose’

The next meeting of the Colchester-area
Chapter 4019 of AARP is on Tuesday, April 7,
at the Colchester Senior Center located at 15
Louis Lane. The theme of this month’s meeting
is “Spring Cleaning with Purpose”

This talk will offer tips for downsizing, de-
cluttering, and organizing a lifetime of belong-

Fish Fry Fridays

The Colchester Fish and Game Club will hold
its annual Fish Fry dinners every Friday during
Lent, running through and including Good Fri-
day, April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and chips,
baked fish with baked potato, the club’s breaded
clam strip dinner, as well as chicken nuggets for
the kids. All meals include coleslaw, coffee and
dessert. Cost is $17 for adults and $10 for kids.

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593
after 5:30 p.m. on Fridays.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Strategic Plan Survey

Residents are asked to complete a community
assessment survey the town Recreation Com-
mission has issued.

In 2023, the commission created a Strategic
Plan, and part of the plan states that a commu-
nity assessment survey will be conducted every
three years. This information will be used to
update the goals and objectives as well as make
improvements to programs and events.

The survey is open to Colchester residents
aged 18 and older, through March 31. The sur-
vey can be accessed at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/Colchester2026.

If you have any questions or need assistance,
contact Parks and Recreation at parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov or 860-537.7297.

Matt Faski

Sales Associate  Owner/Broker

Spring is HERE...

AT CARL GUILD & ASSOCIATES

let us help you buy

or sell your home!
Just in time for those
warm days & nights.

We Are Here To Help With Your Commercial Needs Too!

— 860-214-1147 - www.skyview-realty.com —
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 __, .
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ings. Shelia Gavish of Amston Home Transition
Solutions will present.

Board members will meet at 12:30 p.m., with
the general membership gathering at 1 p.m. All
members are encouraged to bring food for the
refreshments table to share. This year, social-
izing and coffee time will go from 1-1:30 p.m.,
with the main members meeting starting imme-
diately after.

All seniors in the greater Colchester area are
welcome to attend this free program.

Polish Club Fish Frgr

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South
Main St. will host their annual fish fry Fri-
day, April 3, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Dinner
will be $16 for adults and $10 for children
under 12. Guests will have their choice of
baked or fried fish.

You can call your order in and pick it up,
or eat in the hall. Orders will start being
taken at 4 p.m. For pick-up, call 860-537-
2550.

Dean’s List
Samantha D’atri of Colchester made the fall
2025 Dean’s List at the Georgia Institute of
Technology in Atlanta.

Classifieds

The Glastonbury
Citizen
&
Rivereast
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justments are being phased in over four years to
improve employee retention. The fire and emer-
gency medical services department responded
to nearly 2,500 calls in 2025, including 735 fire-
related and around 1,700 EMS calls. That aver-
ages about seven calls per day.

The fire department is also adding staft to
meet a goal of three firefighters per shift, which
will increase payroll by about $97,000 plus
$16,000 in retirement and FICA costs. Howev-
er, ambulance services are expected to generate
about $660,000 in revenue.

Other requests include $12,000 to raise senior
bus driver wages from $17-$19 per hour to $21-
$22 per hour, and a $37,000 increase to double
the registrars of voters’ weekly hours from 10 to
20 hours due to increased workload.

Dennler also highlighted savings efforts, such
as consolidating officers to save $33,000, switch-
ing animal control services to save up to $35,000
and using cannabis tax revenue, about $20,000,
to fund Youth Services programs.

Board of Education Budget
and Insurance Crisis

The Board of Education presented a pro-
posed budget of $51,915,042, which is a 9.76%
increase over the previous year. Without insur-
ance costs, the increase would be much smaller
- about 2.94%, bringing the total to $48,688,472.
With insurance only included, the total rises to
$50,524,292, or 6.82%.

The well-known health insurance fund is
the main issue driving this increase. Officials
described it as a “perfect storm” caused by ris-
ing claims and a mistake in how the fund was
calculated. Superintendent of Schools Dan Sul-
livan explained, “It was the misapplication of a
formula ... and as a result, we are in a challeng-
ing financial position at this moment.”

The budget included an increase of over $3.2

million for health insurance. Officials said the
fund needs to be rebuilt to a safe level. Ideally,
the reserve should hold three to four months
of claims, or about $2.1 million to $2.8 million.
However, the current reserve is about $1.2 mil-
lion, and there is a possibility it could be de-
pleted if claims continue at the current rate or
higher.

To address this, the BOE initiated a forensic
audit. This type of audit is a detailed investi-
gation used to find out what went wrong by a
third-party organization. As BOE chair Ste-
fanie Tracy-Calash, a Democrat, explained, it
is meant to “do a comprehensive review of the
fund ... to understand what this impact would
mean for our community.”

Tension Over Transparency

One of the most notable moments of the pub-
lic hearing was a tense exchange between Board
of Finance member John Thomas, a Republi-
can, and Superintendent Dan Sullivan. Thomas
criticized Sullivan’s explanation of the insurance
issue, saying, “The town of Colchester deserves
to know that there’s something going on a little
more serious than mismanagement of some
sort”

He also expressed concern about approving
a nearly 10% budget increase while a forensic
audit is still underway, stating, “I'm a little un-
comfortable with any kind of a budget increase
with a forensic audit going on”

Sullivan responded firmly and said, “I think I
was quite transparent. ... It was not a misappro-
priation of funds. ... It was a misapplication of
a formula” He explained that once the issue was
discovered, steps were taken to fix it and prevent
it from happening again.

The exchange became more personal when
Thomas replied, “Transparency is not something
you're noted for, sir. ... Very disappointed”

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

$20°° OFF
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1
1
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YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

EVANS

— Aatomotive Repacn —
29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640

evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON

Celebrating 33 Yeqrs
Facebook & Instagram

in Colchester

Foreign & Domestic * Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks * Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) ¢ Transmissions
Brakes ¢ Electrical ¢ Suspension & Steering * Heating & Air Conditioning * Towing

Why Buy? When You Can Rent!

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415
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Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

i SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

. Starting at
. $75.00 a Day

Jack Faski

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $167.99 « 5-Steps only $205.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats « Chippers « Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters « Over Seeders o Tile Saws
Excavators ¢ Trenchers « Air Compressors
Log Splitters « Compactors « & much more
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By Toriana Williams

On March 19, the Colchester Board of Select-
men held a meeting that covered a wide range
of topics, from school concerns and financial
oversight to infrastructure projects and a heated
debate about a local farmers market.

The meeting included strong public comments,
detailed updates from town officials and moments
of visible tension among board members.

Public Concerns Raise Serious Issues

Olivia Duksa spoke first, who identified her-
self as the chair of the Republican Town Com-
mittee but said she was speaking “as a citizen
and concerned parent” She raised concerns
about student behavior and school oversight.

“No students should feel targeted, intimidat-
ed or unsafe for their beliefs,” she said, referring
to reports of bullying involving a student po-
litical group. She emphasized that the issue goes
beyond politics and reflects the community’s
responsibility to protect students.

Duksa also questioned financial oversight
within the school system, particularly a forensic
audit resulting from a million-dollar shortfall
in the health insurance fund. She asked. “Who
initiated this forensic audit and is it being con-
ducted by a truly independent third party with
no ties to those involved?” She stressed the im-
portance of “transparency and accountability ...
especially when it comes to taxpayer dollars”

Jason LaChapelle followed with questions
about the same audit. He asked First Selectman
Bernie Dennler, a Democrat, “when did you
know about the forensic audit?”

He then challenged the first selectman directly,
saying, “I don’t think anybody believes for a sec-
ond ... you were unaware” [of the forensic audit].

LaChappelle also criticized the timing of a re-
cent school funding decision, arguing that resi-
dents should have been informed about the au-
dit before voting. He also raised concerns about
a local organization connected to the farmers
market, questioning why it was still operating
despite the issues that were reported.

Allegations About Farmers Market
Spark Outcry

Much of the meeting’s tension centered on
allegations involving the Colchester Farmers
Market and a business associated with it.

Carolina Moilanen, of Southwitch LLC, sells

such products as candles and dolls who sells
candles and dolls, shared her own personal
experience. Selling her products and services
through local events “is my only income. ... I
have no family in America,” she said. She de-
scribed repeated promises of payment that were
never fulfilled, and added, “I am exhausted ...
and I hope that you ... will stand for the artist”

Later in the meeting, another resident named
Tina described similar issues as a former em-
ployee of the accused party. She stated, “I was
never paid. ... I still have not been paid” She
urged the board to recognize what she called a
pattern of behavior and take action.

These allegations led to a tense exchange be-
tween board members. Selectman Tim Vaillan-
court, a Republican, requested to add the issue
of the Colchester Farmers Market to the agenda,
calling the situation “completely outrageous.”
He argued that the town had a responsibility to
look further into the situation, and said, “This is
a problem that needs to be investigated.”

Dennler replied, warning against acting on
unverified claims. “This board is repeating alle-
gations which may or may not be true,” he said.
Dennler emphasized that the farmers market is
not a town-run event and that individuals can
rent public space through Parks and Rec.

The discussion escalated as Vaillancourt ac-
cused Dennler of inaction, saying, “It's outra-
geous that you don’t care”

Dennler strongly rejected that claim, and re-
sponded, “Please stop saying that I don’t care,
Tim. There are many things that I will tolerate
from your behavior, but I will not tolerate you
consistently saying that I don’t care”

Dennler also criticized that tone of the dis-
cussion, calling it “a circus and a bit of a kanga-
roo court”

Infrastructure, Town Projects
Move Forward

Beyond the controversy, the board addressed
several infrastructure projects. Public Works
Director Joe Leone explained a pressing need
to maintain the town’s water supply wells. He
described how constant use causes buildup that
ultimately reduces output.

“Over time they start producing less and less,”
Leone said. The town approved a $28,785 con-

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-
days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Womens Breakfast: Meets

monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet
the first Saturday of the month, and the women
meet the third Saturday of the month.

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings
after worship service.

Easter Services: Palm Sunday, April 29, 10:30
a.m.; Good Friday service, April 3, 6 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5: Sunrise Service on
the Colchester Green, 7:30 a.m.; Easter Service
at Abundant Life, 10:30 a.m.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for
more information, questions, or even if you just
need prayer. You can also visit AbundantL.com.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has announced a
trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or full trip descriptions,
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner - Wrights
Farm & Bally’s Twin River Casino: Thursday,
April 16, departing at 10:15 a.m. Your meal con-
sists of dinner rolls, salad with the farm’ classic
Italian dressing, pasta with red sauce, French
fries, and Wright’s famous baked chicken. Leave
room for ice cream for dessert. After time in the
gift shop, there will be a visit to Bally’s Twin Riv-
er Casino. Costis $115 per person. This includes
transportation and lunch; it does not include a
casino bonus at this time. Space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday,
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost
is $167 per person, and includes transportation
and lunch. Space is limited.

Goodspeed - Jesus Christ Superstar &
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3,
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the
Gelston House.

City Island Lobster House - Bronx, N.Y.:
Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a sce-
nic ride across the bridge from the Bronx to City
Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at City Is-
land Lobster House, and afternoon shopping at
Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171 per per-
son, which includes transportation and lunch.

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one, experi-
ence an authentic Amish dinner prepared by an
Amish family. Overnight accommodation will
be at the Comfort Suites Amish Country. On
day two, visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature
Horse Farm, then go to Sight & Sound Theater
for Joshua. Cost is $509 per person (double or
triple occupancy) and includes the motorcoach,
one night hotel, one breakfast, one dinner, ad-
missions, tour escort, driver and tour director
gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4 -17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, immersive local tours, au-
thentic food, culture in Berlin, Prague, Vienna,
Budapest, and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night
trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12
breakfasts, one lunch, and six Dinners). Contact
senior center staff for availability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13 -16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly
on the beach. Explore Assateague Island, visit
the historic town of Berlin and board the As-
sateague Tour Cruise and look for dolphins,
horses, and more. Also, explore Fenwick Island
Lighthouse, visit the Discover Sea Museum and
enjoy an afternoon on the boardwalk. Cost is
$949/person (double or triple occupancy).

tract to redevelop one of the wells, which involves
cleaning and restoring the capacity of the well.

The board also approved the formation of a
building committee for the roof replacement
project at Bacon Academy. The project is consid-
ered urgent due to ongoing leaks. The committee
will include experienced members and new par-
ticipants, and the motion passed unanimously.

An update on the athletic complex project
showed delays due to permitting issues. Denn-
ler said approvals from environmental and
zoning agencies are still pending. Vaillancourt
raised concerns about design choices, including
the lack of a kitchen in a planned concessions
building and limited parking. Dennler shared
that they would review these concerns.
Environmental Cleanup Nears Completion

The meeting included an update on the long-
running Norton Paper Mill remediation proj-
ect. Planning Director Nic Haggerty reported
that cleanup is nearly complete after several
years of work, and that “the light is at the end of
the tunnel,” she said.

Soil testing results have been positive so far,
and officials expect to finish excavation soon.
While costs have increased, the project remains
within budget due to contingency funds cover-
ing excess costs. Once cleanup is complete, the
town will begin planning the next phase of park
development.

Additional Updates

Dennler shared an overview of several ongo-
ing town efforts, starting with the budget pro-
cess and insurance planning. He explained that
upcoming budget workshops will review spend-
ing across departments like emergency services,

Conversation Turns Heated at BOS Meeting

administration and education to guide how tax-
payer money is allocated.

The first workshop took place on March 23,
the second on March 25, the third will be held
on March 31 and the last on April 6. Afterward,
the Board of Finance will hold a regular meet-
ing and joint budget discussion on April 8, with
a second public hearing to be held on April 22.
Some dates may be subject to change, and read-
ers should monitor the dates on Colchester’s
town website.

Moving forward, Dennler also discussed the
town’s self-insurance system, where Colchester
covers smaller claims but uses stop-loss insur-
ance to handle the larger expenses. Currently,
that coverage begins at $125,000, but officials
are considering raising the threshold to reduce
costs while carefully weighing the added finan-
cial risk overall.

Dennler highlighted progress on the youth
center renovation, noting that major structural
repairs have fixed a long-standing issue with a
sagging floor. “You’re going to have to throw the
ball now;” he joked, in reference to how a ball
could roll across the previously sagging floor
due to it not being level.

Construction is ongoing, with plans to reopen
in September. In addition, Dennler addressed
regional matters, including the temporary dis-
ruption at a shared wastewater facility due to
leadership changes in East Hampton, and a pro-
posal from Hebron to use Colchester’s transfer
station during renovations. The arrangement
could bring in revenue while having limited im-
pact on local services, and officials are continu-
ing to review the details further.

The Colchester Giving Garden has been
chosen to be the recipient of our local Stop
and Shop’s “Bloomin’ 4 Good” flower bouquet
fundraiser for the month of April.

For each bouquet sold at the Linwood Av-
enue Stop and Shop from April 1-30, one dol-
lar will be donated to the Giving Garden. The
bouquets are marked “Bloomin’ 4 Good” and
the donation will be automatically taken at the
register.

Giving Garden Fundraiser

The Giving Garden is an all-volunteer veg-
etable garden on Norwich Avenue that grows
and donates all of the fresh produce to our
town food bank and area soup kitchens to
help those in need. Everyone is welcome to
come join in at the garden as the volunteers
start their 14th year soon.

For more information, email colchester-
givinggarden@gmail.com.

Parks & Rec News & Notes

Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following programs and events.
Registration required unless noted. For full pro-
gram descriptions and to register, visit www.col-
chesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks and
Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or at
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays, April
1-May 20, 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate
School, for ages 15 and older. This is a HIIT-
style dance workout. Cost is $60 per resident,
$65 per nonresident; drop-ins are welcome, at
$12 per class. Minimum of 4 participants re-
quired, with a maximum of 30 allowed.

Self-Defense for Adults: Tuesdays and
Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m., at
360 Defense, 52 Mill St., for ages 12 and up.
Come try out Krav Maga and kickboxing to get
a full body workout and learn practical self-de-

Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny

Colchester Youth and Social Services will
hold a Breakfast with the Easter Bunny fun-
draiser Sunday, March 29, from 9-11 a.m., at
the Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

Tickets are $15 per person and include
breakfast, DIY photos with the Easter Bun-
ny, an egg hunt, and crafts. Kids can also en-
joy mini carnival games, face-painting, and
an Easter Bunny Cake Walk, with tickets
available for $1 each (cash only).

To purchase tickets, visit tinyurl.com/
bunnybfast. For more information, visit
Colchesterct.gov/yss.

Vendors Wanted

The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-
ing for vendors that sell dog related items for
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park” The
event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-
day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain
date of Sunday, May 31.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs,
and other canine entertainment.

Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth.
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. If
you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.com.

fense. Cost is $120 (five weeks, two classes per
week). Minimum of one participant required,
with a maximum of 12.

Auditions for Shakespeare on the Green:
Twelfth Night: Colchester Actors’ Theatre is
holding auditions Wednesday, April 15, and
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the Youth Cen-
ter, 95 Norwich Ave., for this summer’s outdoor
production of Twelfth Night by William Shake-
speare. All roles are being cast. All actors age 16
and up are invited to audition, and are asked to
prepare contrasting classical or Shakespearean
monologues for the audition. Pre-registration is
encouraged to reserve an audition spot. Walk-
ins are also welcome. Show dates are June 25
and 26 on the Town Green. Contact parksan-
drec@colchesterct.gov with any questions or to
reserve an audition time.

Community Wellness Fair

Colchester Youth and Social Services and the
Colchester Farmers Market will hold the Col-
chester Community Wellness Fair Saturday,
March 21, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Colches-
ter Senior Center, located at 15 Louis Lane.

This free, family-friendly event will feature
local mental health services, wellness resources,
community vendors, and many various activi-
ties. Residents of all ages are encouraged to stop
by, meet local providers, participate in activi-
ties, discover resources that support a healthier
community, and enjoy a day focused on health
and well-being.

For more information and event schedule,
please visit colchesterct.gov/yss.

First-Time
Homebu¥ers’ Class

All are invited to a First-Time Homebuyer’s
Class that will be held at Carl Guild & Associ-
ates, 392 South Main St., on Saturday, March 28,
at 1 p.m.

First-time homebuyers will learn about pro-
grams that help with downpayment, inspections
you may need to do on the home, and every-
thing you need to know about house-shopping.

Speakers will be realtor Carol Ryall, Hayley
Horzepa of Total Mortgage, and Ryan Hartman
of Anchor Home Inspection.

To reserve a seat, call 860-514-5333 or 203-
695-2818.
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By Toriana Williams

The town of Hebron held a joint budget
workshop on March 10, which was attended by
the Town Council and Board of Finance. The
boards discussed the Water Pollution Control
Authority (WPCA) budget, which is projected
to rise.

Sewer Rates Increasing

One of the biggest topics included the WPCA
budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Officials
spent significant time breaking down both rev-
enue and expenses. The councilors and board
members asked the WPCA members to justify
the increase numerically and operationally.

WPCA Administrator Kevin Kelly explained
that sewer rates will need to increase slightly,
climbing $26 to $698 per year per EDU. An
EDU (Equivalent Dwelling Unit) is how the
town measures sewer use for homes and busi-
nesses.

This increase is meant to cover rising costs.
WPCA Chair Chris Hemberger explained that
the system depends mostly on user fees. “The
only revenue we really get is from the users,” he
said. “It’s hard to maintain a significant system
like this ... just with the funding you get from
users.”

WPCA’s current total revenue, and therefore
budget, sits at $837,414.

The proposed $26 increase in the EDU rate

opened a discussion about affordability versus
necessity. While the increase itself was relatively
modest, the reasoning behind it - rising oper-
ating costs and limited revenue sources - were
examined closely.

Some of the major expenses driving the in-
crease included payments to Colchester for
sewage processing, increasing maintenance and
contractor costs and electricity and general op-
erational costs.

Rising Costs, Budget Pressures

Two major costs are driving the WPCA bud-
get, which are payments to the town of Colches-
ter for wastewater treatment and maintenance
costs for shared facilities. The Colchester con-
tract by itself is expected to cost over $530,000,
while maintenance would cost $141,00, an in-
crease of $23,000. Kelly explained that these
costs can change each year. “Some years it’s
more, some years it’s less, but that’s the numbers
were working with right now;” he said.

To keep the rate increase smaller, the WPCA
reduced how much money it puts into its sav-
ings fund, also known as the “sinking fund” A
sinking fund is a dedicated reserve of money
that is set aside over time to pay for future ex-
penses, similar to any regular savings fund.
However, this raised concerns about whether
the town is saving enough for future repairs.

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service

All are invited to celebrate Easter at Hebron’s
annual Ecumenical Sunrise Service on Sunday,
April 5, at 6:30 a.m.

This special service will take place in the field
behind Gilead Congregational Church, UCC
(672 Gilead St.), with leaders from Hebron faith
communities coming together to guide all in
worship.

In case of inclement weather, the service will
be moved indoors to the sanctuary of Gilead
Congregational. Following the service, light re-
freshments will be available in the Fellowship
Hall for all to enjoy.

Gilead Congregational’s Easter festivities
continue with a traditional service at 10 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. All are also invited.

Gilead Hill Staff Visit “The Mayor’

Maverick Pankratz, 5, of Hebron, is affec-
tionately known as “the mayor” at Gilead Hill
School. Since birth, he has been grappling with
medical complexities that have significantly
impacted his life. Recently, he underwent three
surgeries in the span of two months, starting in
February.

Maverick, a special needs student at Gilead
Hill, receives assistance from paraprofession-

als and staff. On March 8, he was admitted to
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center due to
severe pneumonia. He underwent two surgeries
and is now gradually recovering.

Heather Godi, his special education teacher,
arranged two special visits with several staff
members to lift his spirits, as he has been strug-
gling to keep up his fight since his admission.

Calling All Hebron Artists!

The Hebron Creative Collective will hold
the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in
Hebron - and the deadline for applications is
coming up.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash
prizes totaling $500.

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork.
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc),
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-
ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is

$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes
totaling $500 will be awarded based on use of
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should
be cropped to arts edges, well-lit, and at least
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on
April 17.

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine
artist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes
in oils and pastels, and is known for her land-
scapes and wildlife paintings. She has won many
awards and her art is in private collections all
over the world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.
com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application
and submission guidelines. Questions can be
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
full program descriptions, and a list of recur-
ring weekly activities, see the online senior
newsletter at hebronct.com/town-departments/
senior-center, or call the center at 860-228-
1700. Registration is required for all programs,
unless noted, by calling the center.

No Yoga in April: There will be no Thursday
yoga during April.

Health & Safety Panel with Q&A: Tuesday,
April 7, 10 am. Resident Trooper Graeme
Fraites, Fire Chief Peter Starkel, Fire Marshall
Chris Bray, Chatham Health Director Russell
Melmed, and a representative from Amplify CT
(promotes best practices that help communities
live well and be well) will all present.

Bus Trip to Cracker Barrel: Monday, April 27,
leave at 11 a.m. and return at approximately 3
p-m. Cost is $5 for transportation. Space limited
to eight spots.

Mens ‘Golden Oldies Social Activities
Group: Friday, April 24, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men,
call social worker Dennis Farrar, MSW at 860-
228-1700 ext. 204 to register.

Chair Yoga and Sound Healing: Tuesday,
April 28, 10 a.m.-noon. This is a two-part pro-
gram. Chair Yoga, a gentle form of yoga that
uses a chair for balance or as a prop for poses/
asanas, will be followed by Sound Bath, expe-
riencing sound healing instruments like crystal
bowls. This two-hour program costs $25 and is
led by yoga instructor Sara Billings. Register by
Monday, April 27.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is re-
quired by noon the day before the trip. Call 860-
228-1700. Pick-up times TBA weekly. Schedule:
Wednesday, April 1, Big Y (the center is closed
Friday, April 3, for Good Friday); Friday, April
10, Walmart, 11 a.m.; Friday, April 17, Stop &
Shop, 11 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt

Christ Lutheran Church is having its annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, at 11 a.m.
This event will be at the church located at 330
Church St., Amston.

This event is open to the community. All chil-
dren 12 and under are invited to participate.
Bring your Easter baskets to collect the eggs.
Refreshments will be served after the collection
of eggs.

The council and board debated whether cut-
ting savings to limit rate increases was a smart
long-term move. Some members were con-
cerned that this approach could lead to larger
financial problems later.

One Board of Finance member questioned
the idea of reducing contributions given the
current balance. He noted the sinking fund was
“already probably too small” and asked how
comfortable officials were cutting it further.
Hemberger replied, “I'm confident. We've been
managing with what it is”

However, Hemberger noted that a cata-
strophic issue, like a force main failure, could
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars to fix. The
budget “should probably be in the millions,
he said. “The only way to get that is either the
town contributes and maybe gives us some of
our funding back, or we have to escalate ... the
annual EDU rate”

Aging Infrastructure, Future Projects

Officials also discussed the condition of the
town’s sewer system. Some parts are nearly 40
years old, according to Kelly, and could fail if

Joint Meeting Discusses Sewer Rates

not maintained well. Kelly warned the board, “If
anything ever breaks on that [Route 85] force
main, it would be devastating” Hemberger
agreed and said, “If anything significant ever
happened to the sewer system, it would be un-
imaginable” These comments displayed the del-
icate balance the officials are operating under.

One large project that was discussed involved
improvements to shared facilities in East Hamp-
ton. Hebron’s share is expected to be $260,000
per year spread over five years, which ultimately
totals to $1.3 million. Another project included
upgrades to sewer pump stations as phase 2
pump station improvements are nearing the de-
sign phase, which could cost about $3.5 million.

However, there was confusion during the
meeting about how these costs are listed in the
town’s long-term budget plans. Officials agreed
they need to review the numbers more carefully.

Both discussions highlighted the tensions be-
tween investing now to prevent failures versus
keeping current costs manageable for residents
in the current fiscal year.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration:
Wednesday, April 1, at 8 a.m.

Pickleball Clinics: At Hebron Elementary
School. Clinic for beginners will be Wednesday,
April 8, from 5-6:30 p.m., and clinic for inter-
mediate level players will be held Wednesday,
April 1, from 5-6:30 p.m.

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays,

Opens

April 21-June 2, at Gilead Hill School. Whether
youre new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner,
all are welcome.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, April 23-June 4 (no class
May 21), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School.
This is a low-impact form of exercise focusing
on a series of slow, graceful, and continuous
movements. This program is open to adults of
all fitness levels. No prior experience is neces-
sary.

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

‘Day of Tears’ Program on April 12

A special program and discussion highlight-
ing the largest sale of enslaved people in Ameri-
can history will be held in Hebron on Sunday,
April 12 from 3-6 p.m. The event is sponsored
by Sanctuary Performing Arts and the Coalition
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) and will be held
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St.

On March 2 and 3, 1859, the largest auction of
enslaved people in American history took place
in Savannah, Ga. More than 400 men, women
and children were sold. As the auction began,
the skies darkened and a torrential rain began
to fall. The rain continued for two days, stop-
ping only when the auction ended. Those days
became known as “The Weeping Time.”

This staged reading is told by those who lived
it: the enslaver, the seller, and the husbands,
wives and lovers who clung to the desperate
hope of keeping their families intact. It is based

on the novel Day of Tears by Julius Lester, who
granted his permission for this adaptation.

A reception will follow the program in St.
Peter’s parish hall. It will feature hors doeuvres
and a discussion with the Day of Tears director
and cast.

Registration is strongly recommended, but
tickets may be available at the door. Reserva-
tions can be made at www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/day-of-tears-mlk-event. Ticket costs
are $20 for adults and $5 for youth.

For anyone who registered for the event origi-
nally scheduled for January (but was postponed
due to weather), their ticket will be honored on
April 12. If that date no longer works for some-
one who registered previously, they can email
CoDE at code.diversityl @gmail.com and re-
quest a refund.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following pieces of news. For
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1
p-m. March 27, F1 (PG-13). Popcorn and water
are provided. There will be no film on April 3.

Edible Landscaping: Monday, March 30,
6:30 p.m. Join Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable
Lea Farm for a common-sense approach to
“Foodscaping.” Whether you are a beginner or a
seasoned gardener, this workshop will give you
the practical skills to add “curb appeal you can
eat” to your home.

Closing: The library will be closed on Good
Friday, April 3. It will be open Saturday, April 4.

Artist of the Month: All are invited to stop in
the Community Room and view a collection of
artwork by Hebron artist Chuck Paprzyca.

Knit-Wits: Mondays at 6 p.m. All levels and
all fiber crafts are welcome.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in

and play Mahjong no matter what your skill
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their
skills.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every
Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling all builders!!! Get
creative and build some Lego creations.

Lego Club Saturday: April 4, noon-1 p.m.
Can’t make it Monday? The library now offers a
Saturday Lego Club in the Children’s Program-
ming Room.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories,
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

Classifieds [ #

Pay

The Glastonbury !
Citizen
&
Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your
classified line
ad to admin@
1 9lcitizen.com

Hebron
¢Car Wash

WASH THE SALT OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $1 0.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN 24/7

RE12-19-25J
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By Toriana Williams

The Town Council met on March 19 for a
meeting that covered a wide range of topics, in-
cluding public concerns about school spending,
a major building project that has been years in
the making and several key votes on town busi-
ness. The meeting combined detailed presenta-
tions with practical decisions that will affect the
town’s finances and infrastructure.

School Spending Concerns

Resident Todd Habicht raised concerns about
the recent school budget presentations, an ar-
ticle on which can be found on page x. Speak-
ing candidly, he described the presentations as
“very polished, very smooth, very succinct pre-
sentation like a CEO of a corporation selling to
shareholders” He added, “And I'm not buying
right now”

Habicht questioned the need for new posi-
tions and spending at Region 8, especially given
the accumulating financial pressures on the
town. He noted, “I'm thinking RHAM hasn’t
changed as long as I've lived in this town. ...
and I'm questioning why now. Especially when
we don’t have money” His comments reflected a
larger concern shared by some residents about
balancing improvements with affordability, a
balance which every board faces this budget
cycle.

Major School Roofing Contract Approved

One of the most significant decisions of the
night was awarding a contract for the Gilead
Hill School roof replacement. After reviewing
bids, the council selected Silktown Roofing for
$1,312,700. The motion passed unanimously.
Building Committee member Richard Steiner
explained that the company was well-qualified,
describing the company as “one of those con-
tractors whose reputation, in a good way, pre-
cedes them” Fellow member Leichter clarified

how the project will be funded. While money

has already been approved, the town may bor-

row funds and repay them over time.
Appointment to the BOE

Anne Thibeault, a Democrat, was appointed
to the Hebron Board of Education. Councilor
Jan Lawrence made the motion to appoint her
through November 2029, and the council ap-
proved it unanimously.

Thibeault introduced herself and highlighted
her qualifications, including experience in fi-
nance and leadership.

“My background is in the financial services
industry;” she said, adding that she has “a lot of
experience managing complex budgets, which
is an important part of the role here”

Thibeault also emphasized her connection to
the school system as a parent, noting that she
has a child at RHAM and another one at Hebron
Elementary. “So I'm very excited for the oppor-
tunity;” she said.

Council members expressed confidence in
her, with Lawrence stating, “I think we have
someone very well-qualified”

Progress on Public Works Project

A major portion of the meeting was devot-
ed to an update on the Department of Public
Works facility project. Steiner, who is also a
member of the DPW Action Committee, ex-
plained the long history, stating, “This process
began 16 years ago. ... There were a lot of starts,
stops ... based on local and state economy””

Put simply, the town has been studying how
to improve its public works facility, but progress
has been delayed multiple times over the years
due to economic conditions and other chal-
lenges. Now, the project has reached the design
development phase. This means that plans are
detailed enough to reduce uncertainty and bet-

St. Peter’s Yankee Pot Roast Dinner

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its
first community dinner of the year on Saturday,
March 28, starting at 4 p.m. All are invited for a
meal of pot roast and vegetables (potatoes, car-
rots, onions, celery, turnip), salad, and roll, as
well as a choice of desserts. The cost is $18.

This meal is take-out only. You will be given
a ticket for each meal you order. A server will
come to your car, take your ticket(s), your pay-
ment, and your dessert order. They will bring
your change, meal and dessert back to your car,

and place all in your back seat or trunk. You
won't need to get out of your car.

As part of the St. Peter’s outreach programs,
a portion of each meal sold this month will go
to the AHM Youth and Family Services. The
church is located at 30 Church St. (Rt. 85) in
Hebron.

For more details, call the church at 860-228-
3244 or visit the church website at www.StPeter-
sHebron.com.

Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHE), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: CHF Sat-
urday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times
and more information about the parish.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Lenten Daily Mass and Reconciliation
Changes: For Lent, a Monday 6 p.m. Mass at
CHF has been added with Reconciliation avail-
able beforehand starting at 5:15 p.m. Also, the
Tuesday evening Adoration and Mass times at
CHEF will be 4:45 p.m. and 6 p.m. respectively.

Stations of the Cross: Held every Friday dur-
ing Lent, at 4 p.m. at STC, and 7 p.m. at CHF.

Holy Week: Please note Mass time chang-
es for Palm & Easter Sundays. Palm Sunday:
March 28 Vigil, 5 p.m. (CHF) procession with
donkeys; Sunday, March 29, 8:30 a.m. (STC)
procession with donkeys; and 10:30 a.m. (CHF).

Bernice Barrasso
Senior Luncheon

The Hebron Lions Club invites seniors living
in Hebron and Amston to its also Senior Lun-
cheon, held in memory of Lion Bernice Barras-
so. The luncheon will be Saturday, April 11, at
the Lions Clubhouse at the Lions Fairgrounds,
347 Gilead St.

Check-in is at 11:45 a.m. and the luncheon
begins at noon. Lunch is free, but RSVP by
Monday, April 6.

To RSVP, contact Allegra Weir at asrbweir@
hebronlions.club or call/text 860-918-0722.
When RSVPing, please include your first and
last name, and your lunch preference: chicken
or salmon.

Holy Thursday, April 2: 7:30 p.m. (CHF). Good
Friday, April 3: Service, 3 p.m. (CHF); Tenebrae,
7:30 p.m. (STC); Easter Vigil, April 4: 8 p.m.
(CHF); and Easter Sunday, April 5: 8:30 a.m.
(STC); and 10:30 a.m. (CHF).

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt & Donkey
Rides: Knights of Columbus (K of C) Council
11835 is sponsoring this event after the 10:30
a.m. Mass (CHF). The egg hunt is for children
ages 9 and under. Participants should meet in
the church hall after Mass and bring an Easter
basket if possible. Donkey rides are for “kids”
of all ages. Contact Jed Larson (jjlarson278@
gmail.com) for more information.

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This new
parish ministry supports trafficked survivors
and victims in Connecticut. Items needed:
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera,
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.

Lenten Food Drives: The K of C is also spon-
soring food drives during Lent (Palm Sunday
is the final date), at STC to benefit CSK, and at
CHF for Hebron Interfaith Human Services.

Historic Watershed
Walk Sunda

All are invited this Sunday, March 29, at 2
p.m., for a walk through time and space as his-
tory connects with the Raymond Book Water-
shed in Hebron. Meet at the Raymond Brook
Preserve parking lot, 52 Kinney Rd.

The event is free and all are welcome. There
is some mud so boots are recommended. Light
rain is ok; just bring an umbrella. Heavy rain
will postpone one week. For details please visit
Save Hebron Center on Facebook.

ter estimate costs.

As Leichter — who like Steiner is also a mem-
ber of the DPW Action Committee — explained,
“The contingencies shrink way down now. ...
The known facts have come way up.”

The updated designs improved working
conditions for staff, such as indoor rest areas.
“When they’re out plowing the roads, they can
sleep for a few hours. They don’t have to sleep in
their trucks,” shared Leichter. It also included a
redesigned traffic flow for waste disposal and a
new animal shelter with controlled conditions
and outdoor space for animals.

One notable point was that the estimated cost
has actually gone down as details were clari-
fied. Steiner shared that “the construction actu-
ally has gone down $440,000” He added, “We
were very pleased” However, some costs are still
unknown, including temporary arrangements
during construction and relocation expenses.
The committee expects to present final options
soon.

America 250 and Community Events

The council received an update on the town’s
participation in the America 250 celebration,
which marks the 250th anniversary of the

Council Discusses Projects, Committees

United States. Organizer and president of The
Town Center Project Holly Habicht highlighted
upcoming events, including a program on Black
patriots in Connecticut, which will be held on
April 30.

“It fits right into the Connecticut 250 theme
of inclusive stories,” she said. She also men-
tioned a student contest and a community quilt
project, noting, “We’re seeing a lot of participa-
tion, which is wonderful”

Cell Phone Tower Committee Changes

The council addressed an issue with a newly
formed cell phone tower subcommittee. It was
discovered that some members did not meet eli-
gibility requirements, which required members
to be registered voters in Hebron. To fix this, the
council voted to redesign the group as an advi-
sory committee.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney explained
that this change would allow the group to con-
tinue its work and report back to the council.
Councilor Sean Fitzgerald emphasized the im-
portance of expanding cell coverage, adding
that it would be a “significant” revenue driver
for the town.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome to join in this study,
where together they’ll learn what it means to
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter
5:12). No class March 29.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, April 2.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office; there are several new ministers

trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This class,
which runs through April 11, is designed to
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the
community through a walking and/or running
program custom made for your fitness level.
Finish off the program by completing a 5K.
Download the app, or contact the church office
for more details. Training sessions meet at the
church on Saturdays from 8-9 a.m.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Palm Sunday,
March 29, at noon, followed by a church open
house and refreshments. Free and open to all
ages, the event will include many prizes this
year, the church said.

Easter Bake Sale: Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the church, and Easter Sunday after the
service. Come get some goodies for your Easter
gatherings and help raise funds for the Women’s
Summer Retreat.

Easter Services - Join Us on the Hill!: Seder
Supper, 4/1, 6 p.m.; Good Friday Service, 4/3,
7 p.m.; Sunrise Service, 4/5, 6:15 a.m.; Easter
Worship Service, 4/5, 10 a.m. All at 99 Marjorie
Circle, Hebron.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited ev-
ery first and third Friday of the month from
6:30-9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible
lessons, dinner, dessert, and community. Up-
coming: April 10 (on 2nd Friday).

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s,
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m.
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: Meets Mondays at 11:30 a.m. in
Phelps Hall. All are welcome to read and ex-
plore Stephanie Spellers’ book Church Tomor-
row? For more information contact the church
office at 860-228-3244.

Soup for the Body, Soul and Spirit is held
on Wednesdays during Lent. This includes the
Love and Kindness Mindful Meditation (4:30-
5 p.m.) led by Carissa Johnson. Following this,
at 5 p.m., a guided observance of the 14 Stations
of the Cross will be led by JoAnn Osmond. A
Soup and Bread Supper will be served in the
parish hall beginning at 5:30 p.m. and conclud-

Local Artist on Displa

Hebron resident Chuck Paprzyca will be
showing a comprehensive collection of his art at
the Douglas Library the month of March.

His work, which spans the last 50 years, in-
cludes such subjects as landmarks, landscapes,
waterscapes and flora and fauna. A wide array
of originals and prints will be available for pur-
chase, with a portion of sales benefitting the li-
brary.

Paprzyca’s art can be found on his website at
www.cpapart.com.

ing by 6:15 p.m. For questions or to participate,
contact the church office at 860-228-3244.

Lenten Discipline: The parish is participat-
ing in the Lenten Discipline “Holy Habits” led
by Sister Monica Clare and available at Episco-
palRelief.org/Lent. All are welcome to partici-
pate in this free series of spiritual reflections.

Holy Week Services: Palm Sunday, March
29 (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.); Tenebrae Service, April
1; Maundy Thursday Supper and Holy Com-
munion, April 2; Good Friday Service, April
3; Easter services, April 5 at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Contact the parish office for service times

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir:
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings:
Building and Grounds, Community Events
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and
Vestry.
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By Toriana Williams

A joint budget workshop held on March 17
brought together members of the Board of Fi-
nance, Town Council and local education lead-
ers to review the financial outlook for Hebron.

The meeting offered public comment, depart-
mental presentations and detailed discussions
of school budgets. Throughout the evening, a
central theme emerged, which was how to bal-
ance rising costs with the community’s ability to
pay - a struggle nearby towns are facing as well.

Public Concerns About Affordability

Residents opened the meeting where they
voiced strong concerns about increasing taxes
and spending. Rob Poudrier warned that the
town is heading toward an unsustainable direc-
tion, and said, “people are just facing an income
budget increase of 10%. .... That level of spend-
ing simply isn’t realistic for the taxpayers who
live in the city”

He emphasized that leadership should start
with realistic budgets, noting, “Leadership
means recognizing affordability from the start
and presenting budgets that respect the finan-
cial limits of the community that has funded it”
His remarks reflected a broader concern that
rising costs could threaten Hebron’s affordabil-
ity for families, seniors and working residents.

Another resident, Terry McManus, focused
on the role of the education budgets in driving
costs. While acknowledging the importance of
schools, he argued that financial pressures are
being overlooked.

“These institutions are doing exactly what
they pledged to do: enhance, to the best of their
ability, the education of their students,” he said.
“But they do not exist in a vacuum.”

McManus called for a bold solution: a zero-
increase budget for multiple years, in order to
give the town financial relief.

Planning Department
Requests Additional Staff

Town Planner Matt Bordeaux presented the

planning and development budget, where he

explained that increases are tied to real demand.
He noted that the town has seen more develop-
ment activity and needs technical expertise to
manage it.

“My increase reflects ... what more properly
aligns with the realistic budget year over year;,”
he said.

A key request was for a new full-time assistant
planner and zoning enforcement officer. Bor-
deaux explained that the current system relied
on one person handling multiple roles, which
has limited efficiency. The position would cost
about $65,000 in salary and $27,000 in benefits,
or roughly $92,000 total. Adding staff would
improve times, reduce conflicts and allow for
better long-term planning.

Bordeaux also highlighted a proposed way-
finding signage program to improve navigation
and promote local economic development with-
in Hebron. While acknowledging the timing
may not be ideal, he argued that these invest-
ments could make the town “more economi-
cally sustainable”

RHAM School Budget:
Modest Increase, Rising Costs

The RHAM Board of Education presented a
proposed budget of about $33.7 million, a 3.3%
increase. Superintendent of Schools Colin Mc-
Namara described it as “both sustainable and
responsive to the current fiscal reality” In fact,
he explained that without cuts totaling about
$1.4 to $1.5 million, the increase could have
reached 7.42%.

Even so, the 3.3% increase has a large impact
on the town. Hebron’s levy - or its share of the
RHAM budget - is climbing from 51.95% to
53.53%. This would translate to a $1.09 million
increase over the amount Hebron contributed
to the current year’s budget.

McNamara explained that most of the bud-
get is tied to fixed costs, especially salaries and
benefits, which make up about 73% of spending.
One major driver is health insurance, which is

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Sunday, 3/29 - Palm Sunday Breakfast
at 9 am. (Fellowship Hall); Sunday, 3/29 -
Palm Sunday Worship Service at 10 a.m. (Gil-
ead Church’s Sanctuary; Online; Livestreamed);
Sunday, 3/29 - Coffee Hour at 11 a.m.; Sunday,
3/29 - Resurrection Now: Week Six of our Lent-
en Series at 11:30 a.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanc-
tuary); Monday, 3/30 - Bible Study at 9:30 a.m.
(Online via Zoom); Tuesday, 3/31 - AA Meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday,
4/1- Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellowship
Hall); Wednesday, 4/1 - Book Group at 10:45
a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 4/1 - Choir
Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary);
Thursday, 4/2 - Maundy Thursday Worship
Service at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary;
Online; Livestreamed); Friday, 4/3 — Sanctuary
Open for Good Friday Meditation from noon-3
p-m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); Friday, 4/3 -

Faith and Film Potluck Gathering at 6 p.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall).

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s
services in-person or online through YouTube
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bitly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Gilead Church’s Palm Sunday Celebration:
Sunday, March 29. There will be breakfast pre-
pared by Men’s Fellowship and served by Gil-
ead’s Youth Group at 9 a.m. Then, during the 10
a.m. worship service, there will be a parade and
a walk through Holy Week with church youth.
All are welcome.

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, April 3, 6 p.m.
Come to the Fellowship Hall on the first Friday
night of every month to watch movies and share
food and company. No RSVP necessary.

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m.
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projected to increase by 21%, adding around
$590,000 to the budget. He acknowledged the
challenge, saying, “21%, I agree with you, is
high,” but also noted that other school districts
are seeing increases by as much as 40% or 45%.

Staffing, Enrollment and Capital Needs

Some BOF members questioned whether the
budget reflected declining student enrollment.
One member, who was unable to be identified,
pointed out that staffing has increased over time
even as enrollment has dropped, calling the
“disconnect ... eye-opening.”

McNamara responded that not all staffing is
tied directly to enrollment. He cited safety of-
ficers and administrative support as necessary
investments, and added, “It’s a $33 million oper-
ating budget. ... It’s still a business that needs to
be run” He also emphasized that the district has
tried to avoid layoffs by not replacing staff who
leave and reduced positions over time.

Beyond the yearly budget, RHAM is also
facing major building costs. The district has
set aside a $500,000 capital budget, including
$424,000 to replace a loading dock. However,
much larger projects are coming soon. These
include roof replacements, heating and cool-
ing systems and safety upgrades. McNamara
warned that delaying these projects would only
make them more expensive later.

Hebron Schools Face Similar Pressures

The Hebron BOE also presented a budget
with a significant increase, a budget increase of
roughly $1.36 million, or 9.5%. Superintendent
of Schools Thomas Baird explained that most of
this increase comes from just two areas. Special
education is adding over $500,000, and insur-
ance is adding another $361,000, for a com-
bined total of around $900,000.

Spending vs. Affordability in Hebron Talks

He shared that the number of students with
disabilities has grown significantly and, there-
fore, described a sharp rise in student needs.
This requires more specialized staff and ser-
vices, which are costly but also legally required.
Over time, the number of students with disabili-
ties has increased from 75 students in 2020-21
to 120 students in 2025-26, and the number of
students with autism has more than doubled,
from 11 to 26. These changes require more staff
and specialized services to meet student needs.

Facilities have also presented a growing chal-
lenge. Aging buildings require constant repairs,
and major systems like heating and cooling are
nearing the end of their working life. Baird de-
scribed temperature conditions inside schools,
and said, “We have windows fully open in the
winter. ... rooms that feel like a sauna and other
rooms that feel barely warm.”

The district is also spending more on emer-
gency repairs. This year alone, about $95,000
has gone toward unexpected fixes, far above the
usual $20,000 budgeted amount.

Balancing Needs and Tax Burden

Throughout the meeting, officials struggled
with a difficult question: how to maintain ser-
vices while keeping taxes manageable for resi-
dents. One BOF member summarized the issue
clearly. Even though RHAM’s increase is 3.3%,
the way costs are distributed means Hebron tax-
payers could see an increase closer to 8 or 9%.
“It’s not sustainable,” the member said, warning
that rising education costs are “crowding out
other parts of our government.”

At the same time, school leaders stressed that
many costs are unavoidable. They must meet
students’ needs, maintain facilities and remain
competitive in hiring staff.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules
Christians should break as often as possible”
There are two day/time options to attend: the
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the
second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4, 11 a.m,,

open to all children 12 and under.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more
information about donating or participating in
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Tax Abatement Applications Available

Applications for property tax abatements are
available for Hebron residents. There is a town
ordinance that defers property taxes when those
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from
any source.

For example, if the total household income
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax
liability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatement would apply to
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated
would be repaid when a property is sold or trans-
ferred through probate. Abated taxes would ac-
crue at an interest rate which is significantly less

than what is charged for delinquent taxes (18%).
The interest rate is currently 4.25% and is re-
viewed annually by the Town Council.

Those interested in the program can request
an application by calling the town manager’s of-
fice at 860-228-5971. Applications will be mailed
upon request. The application deadline is May
31

Transfer Station
Spring Hours

The Hebron Transfer Station has now
switched to its spring/summer hours, which are:
Sundays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
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suspension components

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal.
Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 4/30/26.

$5 OF

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON

Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

Any purchase
of $35-$49.99

Any purchase

of $50-$99.99
PLEASE CALL FOR  With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid

§10 OFF %

AN APPOINTMENT

Any purchase
of $100-$199.99

§15 OF
$25 OF

Any purchase
of $200 or more

with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 4/30/26.
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Where in the World is the szereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with &
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!
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Exploring Machu Picchu... Dawn and Michael Gingras of Marlborough recently

enjoyed exploring Machu Picchu. They saw the snow-capped Andes and hiked in the
Amazon Rainforest.

The iin Stars... The Kelley kids of Portland showing off their hometown pride
at The Rising Stars meet at The Track at New Balance in Boston where Declan Kelley
competed as one of the members of the Portland High School indoor track and field
team

A Chilly Cruise... On her quest to see all seven continents, Julie Ciucias of East
Hampton traveled on an expedition cruise to Antarctica. Here she is holding the

‘ 4 = Rivereast next to one of many penguins she saw. She attended numerous lectures,
Punta Cana Pals... Pictured are friends David Corey and Dylan McKinney of Marl- ventured off ship by zodiac and special ops boats to see icebergs, glaciers, whales,
borough, on a recent trip to Punta Cana in the Dominican Republican. birds and seals, and even went on a submarine dive.

Going on a trip?

-
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARI?

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win @ “‘?

a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if 94’ Restacnant
your photo is one the four entries selected! Jo & Lownge

Fi
ne Italian & American Cuisine

To enter, email r ph n
o enter, email your photo and \> 1 Marlborough Street (R 66), Portland

address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com
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Portland East Hampton Colchester Donatiops in Eddie’s memory may be made
Stewart A. P hlﬂlpS Shannon M. Sheley Michael Baine to ”}gesﬁ;ﬁ IZe?ié?istg? (;Zlidc }ézilc;(')lences to the

llp2)tew6a1rt “S;:;:edA an};g)-] P— pagileaém(:\tv ayM Sati};fll:)z H al\\:[eircil;ills slz ecllir;z’za(;rfTIjZZ family, please visit www.doolittlefuneralservice.com.

peacefully Sunday, March [
15. He will be deeply
missed by all who knew
and loved him. Stew was
born on April 8, 1964, in
England, Stew came to

in 1964, they moved to
Vermont and then relo-
cated to Connecticut and
later he settled in Massachusetts.

Stew worked as a machinist, taking great
pride in his trade throughout his life. Stew
spent most of his career working at Standard
Knapp in Portland, where he was known for his
strong work ethic, precision, and dedication. He
earned the respect of his coworkers and those
he worked alongside. Stew finished his career
at Electro-Term Hollingsworth in Springfield,
Mass. Stew truly enjoyed his time working there.

Outside of work, Stew had a deep love for
sports. He enjoyed baseball, football, soccer,
golf, and racing. He could often be found watch-
ing a game or talking sports. He also enjoyed
hiking and the outdoors and had a great appre-
ciation for all types of music, finding joy and
relaxation in both.

Stew will be remembered for his warm spirit,
his sense of humor, and the connections he built
with those around him. Stew was a devoted
partner who shared a special bond with Eliza-
beth Lemire, the love of his life.

He is survived by his beloved partner, Eliza-
beth and her children, daughter Jenna and her
son Stephen and his wife Lauren His sister Sar-
ah Phillips; his brother Robert Phillips and his
wife Pam; his nephew Josh, and niece Sabrina;
as well as his beloved aunts, uncle, cousins,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, and
close friends, all of whom will miss him dearly.
He was predeceased by his father, Roy Phillips,
and his mother, Christine Phillips.

A celebration of life will be held at Firtion
Adams Funeral Services (76 Broad Street, West-
field, Mass.) on Saturday, April 11. Calling hours
will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a celebration of
life at 2 p.m. Family and friends are invited to
gather, share memories, and honor Stew’s life.

Stew’s memory will live on in the hearts of all
who had the privilege of knowing him.

Tri-County Memorials

Monuments « Markers « Mausoleums

10% OFF
any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present

ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any

other offer. Certain sizes on certain
products. Expires 4/30/26.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering « Pet Markers
Duplicate Work « Designing

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties
Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!
402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200
231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744
366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com
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March 21, leaving behind
memories of radiance, re-
silience, and wit that will |
live on in the hearts of all |}
who knew her.

To know Shannon was }
to know someone with an ¥
unmistakable spark. She
loved life deeply, fiercely, ¢
and fully. She was witty, !
clever, and strong-willed, meeting every challenge
that came her way with courage and determina-
tion. Shannon was a fighter until the very end.

A proud graduate of Albertus Magnus Col-
lege, Shannon earned her bachelor’s degree in
business management, magna cum laude. Her
career reflected her talent, drive, and versatil-
ity — spanning management roles, as well as
extensive work in the broadcasting industry in
both radio and television. She excelled in tech-
nical and on-air performance, later applying her
skills to commercial and residential property
and project management.

Shannon found her peace and joy in the world
around her. She loved nature, hiking, and the
ocean. She cherished music and live performanc-
es, and there was nothing she enjoyed more than
a night of concerts, theater, creating a gourmet
home-cooked meal or simply playing her drum
kit - set proudly in her own living room.

Shannon was an animal lover at heart, often
saying that some of the best people shed ever
known had four legs and fur. Her energy, her
passion, and her presence will be deeply missed.

A private service will be held at a later date.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Andover

Dennis G. Jones

Dennis G. Jones, 79, of Lake Charles, La., for-
merly of Andover, beloved husband for 45 years
of JT Atkinson, shed this mortal coil on Mon-
day, March 2.

Dennis was born in May of 1953, son of the
late Doug and Nancy (Parrish) Jones. He proud-
ly served his country as a sergeant in The United
States Air Force, stationed in the Philippines in
the last months of the Vietnam War, where he
assisted with the returning of prisoners of war. It
affected him profoundly. Dennis was employed
with the State of Connecticut where he did In-
stitutional Research for the Community College
system, retiring after 25 years of service.

Dennis loved music and singing, especially
gospel and showtunes, and was a gifted pianist.
His gentle nature and sharp wit were appreci-
ated by all who knew him.

In addition to the love of his life, JT, he is sur-
vived by his sister, Linda Bargoil; his two neph-
ews, Dale Peterson and his son Graham, Jeremy
Peterson and his wife, Chelsea, and their daugh-
ter Millie.

His service will be private.

In lieu of flowers, his family requests that a
donation in his name be made to the American
Lung Association.

Breathe freely, my love.

Like us on
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
-Cleaning - Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

DOMINICK &

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no

more than a family can afford.”

day, March 12. He was 61
years old. He was born
in Mount Kisco, N.Y., on
Aug. 20, 1964, to Paul and
Barbara Ann Baine. Af-
ter graduating from high
school, Michael worked
in fine dining but his true
passion was to follow in
his father’s and grandfa-
ther’s footsteps and so he joined the family win-
dow cleaning business in New York.

He took great pride in every job he did for
his customers. Eventually, Michael took over
the family’s business, which was founded by
his grandfather Harry Baine. In his spare time,
Michael enjoyed riding his bicycle, hiking, and
traveling in New England.

Michael will be sadly missed but always re-
membered with love by his mother, Barbara
Ann Baine; his brother, Jonathan Baine; his
niece and nephews; and numerous extended
family members and friends. He was prede-
ceased by his father, Paul Baine; and his sister,
Lizabeth Johnting.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to
Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home. Services will
be private.

For online condolences or to share a story of
Michael, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

East Hampton

Eddie E. Robinson

Eddie Eugene Robin-
son, 75, of East Hampton,
husband of Sandra (Ven-
turella) Robinson, passed
away Monday, March 9,
at Autumn Lake of Crom-
well. Born in Wayne,
W.Va., he was the son of
the late Herman and Wil-
lie (Robinson) Prince.

Eddie lived in East
Hampton for 40 years. He
graduated from Connecticut State Community
College and served in the United State Navy dur-
ing Vietnam. He was employed at Pratt & Whit-
ney Aircraft Manufacturing for forty-seven years
where he was the former President of Pratt Whit-
ney Union Local No. 700 JAMW. Eddie loved
Dallas Cowboys and the New York Yankees.

Along with his wife, Eddie is survived by his
son Eddie E. Robinson, Jr. of Rocky Hill; his
daughter Tammy Robinson of Bristol; three
grandchildren, Thomas, Luciana and Micayla
and six great grandchildren.

Besides his parents, he was predeceased by
his son, Robert M. Robinson; brother, Alvie Na-
pier; and sister, Wanda Sue Scalora.

A graveside service will be held Friday, April
24, at 10 a.m., in the State Veterans Cemetery,
317 Bow Lane, Middletown, where full military
honors will be accorded. A Celebration of Life
will be held for Eddie and his son Robert, who
passed away Dec. 12, 2025, on Friday, April 24,
at noon, at Elks Lodge @ Shunpike Village Shop-
ping Center, 825 Cromwell Avenue, Rocky Hill.

Attrora- *ﬂrLf {rCarthy
FUNERAL HOME

Lebanon

Marjorie M. Fortln

Marjorie M. Fortin, of
Lebanon, passed away Fri- _
day, March 20. Her beloved
family was attentively by |
her side. She was 82 years
old. Marjorie was born in
Providence, R.I., on March
1, 1944, to the late John and
Helen Meegan. She grew
up in Coventry, R, and
moved to Connecticut in
the late 1960s. =

Marjorie married her high school sweetheart,
and love of her life, Joseph Fortin in June of
1964. They later moved to Lebanon, where they
made their home and raised their daughters.

In her spare time, Marjorie liked to keep busy
with various town activities and events. She was
a member of the Lebanon Historical Society
and Red Cedar Lake Association. She greatly
enjoyed taking boat rides with Joe and her be-
loved dog, Rosie, and getting lost with Joe on
the backroads of Connecticut on the search for
the state’s best hamburger. Some of her favorite
pastimes were gaming and playing cards. She
loved the Christmas season, and would leave
her Christmas tree up year-round. Her greatest
joy was being with her children and grandchil-
dren, where her happiest memories were made.

Marjorie will be sadly missed but always re-
membered with love by her husband, Joseph
Fortin of Lebanon; her daughters and their
spouses, Catherine Fortin and Blake Howald
of Northfield, Minn., and Caroline Fortin and
Justin Henry of Lebanon; her grandchildren,
Dominic Ferrara, Pascale Howald, and Yeardley
Howald; her sister-in-law, Elaine Meegan; and
many extended family members and friends.

She was predeceased by her parents, John and
Helen Meegan; her brother, John Meegan; her sis-
ter, Joan Laborio; and her nephew, Daniel Laborio.

Care of private arrangements has been en-
trusted to Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home.
Details for Marjorie’s celebration of life will be
shared at a later date.

For online condolences or to share a story of
Marjorie, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Portland

Evelyn Ruth Nesor

Evelyn Ruth Nesor
passed away Friday, Feb.
27, at the age of 84. She
was born Sept. 12,

1941, in Bronx, N.Y,, to
the late Joseph and Mar-
garet Ecker. She was a
resident of Portland for 23
years. Evvie was a one of a
kind, a true force of nature
and a Virgo to the core.

Evvie grew up in New
York City, graduated from Forest Hills High

More Obits, page 32

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

lease call our office for personalized
- information on costs and services.
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School in 1959 where she was best athlete in
her class, and attended Queens College until she
married Harvey Nesor, the love of her life, in
1961. Her son Richard Allan was born in New
York in 1963, and daughter Debra Jill was born
in Stanford, Calif,, in 1965. The family returned
to the New York area for two years, then moved
to Massachusetts for 11 years. When Pratt &
Whitney called Harvey, they gladly moved to
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., and truly believed
that would be their forever home. But P&W had
other ideas and closed the Florida plant prompt-
ing the move to the home location in Connecti-
cut.

Evvie had a number of careers including wife,
mother, technical typist, real estate assistant, re-
tail sales, store manager and special education
assistant. She was avid about her passions which
changed with time but brought many bowling
trophies, created drawersfull of knitted scarfs
and afghans, while filled many a crossword puz-
zle book. But most of all were her many intricate

Sharpie coloring creations that were truly cre-
ative, and her total dedication to video poker at
Mohegan Sun Casino, where she held the rank
of Ascend player for many years.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Jo-
seph and Margaret Ecker; her sister, Lillian Saf-
ran; her beloved grandmother, Helen Locsey;
and her dearest son, Richard Nesor.

She is survived by her husband, Harvey Ne-
sor; her daughter, Debi (Debra) Bernard; her
grandsons, Richard Bernard and Tyler Bernard;
and her beloved pet cockatoo, Kiki.

A funeral service was held at IJ] Morris at
Star of David of the Palm Beaches, 9321 Me-
morial Park Rd., Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on
Wednesday, March 4. She now rests next to her
son Richard and her parents Joseph and Mar-
garet Ecker.

Those who wish may send donations to the
American Lung Association, Pulmonary Fibro-
sis Foundation, or a charity of your choice.

Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum

* Letters, cont. from page 7

Maple Thanks and

History Walk
To the Editor:

Many thanks to everyone that stopped by the
Hebron Center History table at the Maple Fest;
your keen interest and continuing encourage-
ment are deeply appreciated. I would also like
to express my sincere gratitude to The Town
Center Project, particularly Holly Habicht and
Wendy Oakes, for their tireless efforts to make
this lively event a true celebration of Hebron
and all things maple.

I was thrilled to have a moment to speak with
state Sen. Cathy Osten and explain the compel-
ling connection between the historic landscape
of Hebron center and how it was shaped by an-
cient and current geological and environmental
forces. It was also nice to share a moment with
Town Council Chairperson Tiffany Thiele and
other members of the council, as well as mem-
bers of a few other committees as they strolled
through the festival. Connecting with each oth-
er and learning from our various perspectives
and experiences enriches our community.

I am even grateful for the angry gentleman
and his wife who vociferously shared their frus-
tration over their perceived cost of preservation
in Hebron and the reality of ever-rising taxes.
I tried to share information from the Cost of

Community Services studies, which have firmly
documented over many decades that preserv-
ing agriculture and open space does not raise
taxes, development raises taxes, but to little ap-
parent success. In the end we parted cordially
and I am sure with the shared awareness that
this longstanding debate will continue. For oth-
ers of similar perspective, I would urge you to
visit Save Hebron Center on Facebook and read
about the COCS studies and the economic ben-
efits of agriculture and open space.

Standing in Saturday’s glorious sunshine and
sharing millions of years of Hebron’s distinctive
history was evocative of the amazing connec-
tion between historical events and the environ-
ment. For another opportunity to experience
the connection between history, the landscape
and the environment I welcome you to join the
Historic Watershed Walking Tour this Sunday,
March 29th, at 2 p.m. We will begin at the Ray-
mond Brook Preserve parking lot, 52 Kinney
Rd., in Hebron. The tour will cover about one
mile of gently sloping terrain and last about 45
minutes. There is some mud so boots are rec-
ommended. Light rain is ok; just bring an um-
brella. Heavy rain will postpone one week. For
more information please visit Save Hebron Cen-
ter on Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

Visit www.glcitizen.com

and click “Classifieds”
Fill out the fields and submit
payment via PayPal.
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in
the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.
APPLICATION #ZBA-02-26 — Richard & Carrie McMahon
(Applicant/Property Owner) 59 Lakeridge Drive - are seeking
variance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Re-
duction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three
A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2a Front Yard
Setback, , in order to construct a garage a Front Yard Setback
of 14.5 feet where 30 feet is required.

Interested parties can review the application materials in the
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours.
Written testimony should be sent mailto:at least 24 hours
ahead of the public hearing date to planner@marlboroughct.
gov, and oral testimony may be given during the public hearing.

2TB 3/27, 413

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN MEETING
LEGAL NOTICE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026
7:00 P.M.

ELMER THIENES/MARY HALL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION

The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough and eligible
Property Owners with a Property Assessment of $1,000
or more are hereby notified and warned that a duly called
Town Meeting will be held at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall
Elementary School Cafeteria, 25 School Drive, on Wednes-
day, April 1, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. for the following purpose:
To consider approval and act upon:
» Transfer $120,000 from Capital Non-Recurring Fund MES
Roof Replacement to the MES Southwest Egress Demolition
and Replacement Project.
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 17th day of March
2026
Board of Selectmen

Susan McFarland, Chair 1TB 3/27

Notice is hereby given that on March 19, 2026, the Duly Autho-
rized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission made
the following decision:

W2026-3136 - 104 Shailor Hill Rd; Michael Poresky - Appli-
cant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID 05-16/017-000, Proposed grading,
construction, and erosion and sedimentation controls within
100’ Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH STANDARD
CONDITIONS

Dated March 19, 2026

Conservation Commission

Falk von Plachecki, Chair 178 3/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
IN-PERSON / VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
ANDOVER, HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026 - 6:30 PM
RHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/yxi-tibz-foy
Or dial: (US) +1 337-435-0258 PIN: 245 427 1324
More phone numbers: https://tel. meet/yxi-tibz-
foy?pin=8056978728695

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING
WILL BE HELD BOTH VIRTUALLY AND IN-PERSON
(RHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER) ON MONDAY,
APRIL 6, 2026, AT 6:30 P.M. TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOW-
ING:
1. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2026-2027.”
2. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET FOR 2026-
2027
DATED AT HEBRON, CONNECTICUT, March 17, 2026
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
HEATHER SUMMERER, CHAIRPERSON REGIONAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION .

To the property owners of the Town of Andover:

The last and final installment of the Real Estate and Personal
Property taxes listed on the October 1, 2024 Grand List
becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on April
1,2026. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on line,

or brought to Town Hall by May 1, 2026 to avoid an interest
charge. Interest will be charged starting May 2, 2026 on all
delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1%2% per month)
from the due date of April 1st, with a minimum charge of $2 for
each bill.

View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during
business hours. Payments by check or money order may be
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box
outside Town Hall. Typical office hours during collection months
are Monday 8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:15 am-4pm. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated
office hours.

Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any
interest which may, by State law, accrue.

If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.

Kate Fuller, Tax Collector

Town of Andover

17 School Road

Andover, CT 06232 3TB 3127, 4/3, 4124

TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
BOARD OF FINANCE
HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026, 7:00 P.M.

The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission took the following
actions at their Regular Meeting held on March 17, 2026:
APPROVED:

Special Permit Application #26-1SP, Application of Thomas Hurst/
Elizabeth Paulsen, 746 East Street to add an accessory apart-
ment above the existing Farm Store pursuant to section 4.11.3 of
the Andover Zoning Regulations.

Details of the above-referenced application can be found on

the Town of Andover’s website or in the Building and Land Use
Department at Town Hall.

Wayne Kasacek

Zoning Agent 1TB 3/27

The Hebron Board of Finance will conduct a Public Hearing on
their recommended budget on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, at 7:00
p.m. in the Douglas Library of Hebron Community Room, 22
Main Street, Hebron. A virtual option is also available at the
following link:
BOARD OF FINANCE - PUBLIC HEARING
AND BUDGET MEETING
April 7,2026, 7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or
smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/664196525
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 664-196-525
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Information regarding the Board of Finance’s Proposed Budget
will be available at https://hebronct.com/budget-information/.
Residents are encouraged to attend this Public Hearing and ex-
press their opinions. Comments regarding the proposed budget
can also be emailed to hebronbudget@hebronct.gov.
Brian Thibeault, Chair

Board of Finance 1TB 3127

TOWN OF ANDOVER
Zoning Board of Appeals
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Andover Zoning Board of Appeals took the following actions
at their Regular Meeting held on March 18, 2026:

APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS:

Special Permit Application #26-1ZBA. Applicant Christine
Gomes was granted a variance from Section 11.2 of the Ando-
ver Zoning Regulations. Specifically, a variance was granted
from lot size and frontage requirements in the Andover Lake
District for a vacant parcel, Mblu 32-48-53CB on Bausola Road.
Details of the above-referenced application can be found on
the Town of Andover’s website or in the Building and Land Use
Department at Town Hall.

Wayne Kasacek

Zoning Agent 1TB 3/27

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
ATTENTION SEWER USERS

LEGAL NOTICE

Global Freestone LLC, 264 Freestone Ave., Portland, CT 06480,
will sell the contents of Unit GFCK, belonging to Christopher
Komondy, PO Box 99, Chester, CT 06412, to satisfy a lien for
unpaid rent under CGS §42 159-170. Property consists of per-
sonal property. Sale to be held on site at the above address on

4/7/26 at 10:00 AM, unless the balance is paid before the sale.
118 3127

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
April 15, 2026
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

The East Hampton Town Council will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 6:30pm during the Special Town
Council Meeting in the East Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. The Town Council will con-
sider amendments to Chapter 146 of the Code of the Town of
East Hampton regarding the Water and Sewer Authority.
A copy of the draft ordinance is available in the Town Clerk's
Office.
EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairperson
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.
Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

1TB 3/27

Pursuant to Section 503(a) of the Portland Town Charter, the
Board of Selectmen of the Town of Portland, Connecticut shall
hold a public hearing on Wednesday, April 15, 2026 at the Port-
land Public Library, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, Connecticut
at 6:00 P.M. to obtain public comments and questions regarding
a proposal to appropriate $109,000,000 for the following proj-
ects: (i) the renovation and expansion of Valley View Elementary
School into a pre-K-Grade 2 school (the “Valley View School
Project”); (ii) the renovation of Gildersleeve Elementary School
into a Grades 3-5 school (the “Gildersleeve School Project’);

(iii) various capital improvements at Portland Middle School (the
“Middle School Project’); and (iv) various capital improvements
at Portland High School (the “High School Project’, and col-
lectively with the Valley View School Project, the Gildersleeve
School Project and the Middle School Project, the “Projects”);
and to authorize the issuance of the Town's bonds or notes in
an amount not to exceed $58,000,000 to finance the appropria-
tion, with the balance to be funded by grants received for the
Projects. The Town is projecting reimbursement from the State
of Connecticut in the amount of $66,502,080 for the Projects.
Public Access also through the Zoom link A —www.portlandct.org
Dated this 23rd day of March 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman
1TB 3/27

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the
sewers in East Hampton that the second installment of the
sewer use payment is due and payable on April 1, 2026. The
last day on which to pay without penalty is May 1, 2026. Prop-
erty owners will not receive a second sewer use bill for the
installment due on April 1, 2026. The October bill was a
three-part form which includes the April installment.
Payments received May 2, 2026 and later, including payments
postmarked May 2, and later, are considered past due and

will be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per month or a
fraction thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date of the tax,
as required by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 and
146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill. A
returned check fee is $20. Payments legibly postmarked by the
U.S. Postal Service on or before May 1, 2026 are considered
on time regardless of when they are received by the Collector
of Revenue.

As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that
taxes are paid when due. Failure to have sent or received a
bill does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes,
interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat.
12-130 and 12-146. Interest is charged on all late payments.
There are no exceptions.

Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton.
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Com-
munity Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Pay online at www.
mytaxbill.net/easthampton Note: Your sewer account number
is required when making a payment online.

Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:00 am —4:00 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am — 6:30 pm and Friday
8:00 am - 12:30 pm.

Respectively Submitted,

Anthony DeSimone

Public Utilities Administrator 3TB 3127, 4/10, 4124
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TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

Legal Notice

At its Regular Meeting of March 18, 2026, the Colchester Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission made the following decision (s):
PZC2026-001 Frank Adams Site Plan Application to modify
existing commercial site at 111 Loomis Road. 35 day extension
granted.

Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB 3127

In accordance with the requirements of The State of Con-
necticut, Section 7-394 of the General Statues, the Annual
Town Audit, for the year ending June 30, 2025, is on file in the
Town Clerk’s office at 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT.
You may also view a copy of the audit on our website at www.
colchesterct.gov.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kayla Paulovske

Assistant Town Clerk
1TB 3/27

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 2nd,
2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 Freestone
Avenue, to consider the following:

PZC Application #25-15: 259 Main Street. Request for a
Special Permit for a Facility of the Town of Portland for a Post
Secondary Transition Program. Application of the Town of
Portland and property of J & M Main Street Properties LLC.
Map 29, Lot 258. Zone B-3/TCVD.

Dated at Portland, CT this 17th day of March 2026

Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB 3120, 3127

Residents in the Sewer District in the Town of Marlborough are
notified that Benefit Assessment bills are due to the Marlbor-
ough Water Pollution Control Authority (MWPCA), April 1, 2026.
The last day to pay without interest is May 1, 2026.

Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% interest per month revert-
ing to the due date of April 1 or 18% per year. Minimum interest
is $5.00. Checks must be payable to MWPCA.

Sewer bills cannot be paid online. Payments may be paid at
the Marlborough Town Hall, Tax Collector Office, or mailed to
MWPCA, P.O. Box 29. 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT
06447. There is a Drop Box, checks only — NO CASH, to the
left of the Town Hall front door. Normal office hours for the Tax
Office are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 am- 4:30 pm,
Tuesday 8:30 am-7:00 pm, and Friday 8:30am to Noon.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Lazzari

Tax Collector 3TB 3127, 4/10, 4124

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Colchester Conservation Commission will hold a Public
Hearing on April 8, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Col-
chester Town Hall Meeting Room 2 at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT, to hear and consider the following application:
W2026-3135 - 611 Norwich Ave, Bacon Academy High
School; Bernie Dennler - First Selectman - Applicant/ Owner;
Assessor’s ID 05-04/06A-000, Athletic Fields turf project with
a proposed improved emergency access path with direct
impacts to a wetland & watercourse.

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and writ-
ten communications received. A copy of this application is
located in the Land Use Department, Town Hall, 127 Norwich
Avenue, and may be inspected during regular business hours
(8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday). Application
materials are also available on the Colchester Conserva-
tion Commission webpage at https://www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-conservation-commission.

Conservation Commission

Falk Von Plachecki, Chair

2TB 3/27, 4/3

The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing on April 1, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in the
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC2026-005 Town of Colchester Special Permit Application
for Lighting for Recreational Facilities in excess of 35 ft per
Section 12.10 of the Land Development (Zoning) Regulations
at Bacon Academy High School, 611 Norwich Ave (MBL 05-04-
06a). Zoning District: Rural Use (RU).

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of these applications is
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Of-

fice, Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday). Application materials are also available on the
Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at https://
www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission.

Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chair
2TB 3/20, 3/27

LEGALS

Page 33

LEGAL NOTICE TOWN ANDOVER BOARD
OF FINANCE BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026 7:00PM

Notice is hereby given that the Andover Board of Finance will
hold a Public Hearing, to be conducted virtually via Zoom, on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., for the purpose of
presenting and discussing the Proposed Annual Town Budget
for the fiscal year July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.

Dated at Andover, Connecticut, this 24th day of March, 2026.
Andover Board of Finance

Directions to join the virtual meeting via the Zoom platform:
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87269138989
Meeting ID: 872 6913 8989

Passcode: 161979

Dial by your location

1646 558 8656 US (New York) 1TB 3/27

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At the March 19, 2026 meeting, the following actions were
taken:

Approved with conditions Application #25-11: 1401 Main Street.
Proposal to construct a 30 ft by 100 ft hitting pavilion. Applica-
tion and property of Cote Range LLC. Map 68 Lot 1. Zone FP,
Rl and R-25.

Approved with conditions Application #25-13: Proposed Amend-
ment to the Portland Zoning Regulations. Changes to section
8.3 lighting regulations. Application of the Town of Portland.
Dated at Portland, CT this 24th day of March 2026

Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 3127

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
NOTICE OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026

following purpose:
1. To consider and act upon the following resolution,

THE TOWN FROM FUTURE BORROWING PROCEEDS
RESOLVED,

Clerk of East Hampton in Book 77, Page 15.

acquire said real estate.

parcel of land.

A special town meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the Town of East Hampton, Connecticut, will
be held at the East Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, Connecticut on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. for the

RESOLUTION OF TOWN MEETING APPROPRIATING $105,000 AND APPROVING THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 292 WEST HIGH STREET FOR USE OPEN SPACE AND BUFFER LANDS; AND RESERVING THE RIGHT TO REIMBURSE

1. That the Town of East Hampton appropriate $105,000 for costs associated with the acquisition of a specific parcel of land known as
292 West High Street from the undesignated, unencumbered General Fund balance. This land is situated in the Town of East Hampton,
County of Middlesex, and State of Connecticut. It is shown as “Tax Map 6 Block 6 Lot 3B EXISTING AREA 135270.41 SQ. FT. 3.11
ACRES REVISED AREA 122376.20 SQ. FT. 2.81 ACRES” on a map entitled “Land of Coughlin Road and West High Street, East
Hampton, Connecticut REVISED PROPERTY LINE.” The map was drawn by Warren Surveying and recorded in the Office of the Town

The appropriation may be spent on title insurance, adjustments and closing expenses, legal fees, and administrative costs related to
the acquisition. The Chairman of the Town Council, the Town Manager or any other proper officer or official of the Town is authorized
on behalf of the Town to enter into any agreement, to execute any documents, and take any other actions necessary or desirable to

2. That the Town Council, the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Town Council, the Town Manager, the Finance Director, and
other proper officers and officials of the Town are authorized to take all other action which is necessary or desirable to acquire said

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT

3. That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Section 1.150-2 of the Federal Income Tax Regulations (the “Treasury Regula-
tions”) that project costs may be paid from temporary advances of available funds, which are paid within sixty (60) days prior to and any
time after the date of passage of this resolution in the maximum amount of $105,000 for the ACQUITISION OF REAL ESTATE AT 292
WEST HIGH STREET (the “Project”), and that (except to the extent reimbursed from grant moneys) the Town reasonably expects to re-
imburse any such advances from the proceeds of bonds, notes or other obligations (the “Obligations”) in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of $105,000 for the Project. Such Obligations shall be issued to reimburse such expenditures not later than eighteen
(18) months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the substantial completion of the project, or such later date the Treasury
Regulations may authorize, but in no event more than three years after the original expenditure is paid. The Treasurer, or designee,
is authorized to pay expenses of the project in accordance herewith pending the issuance of reimbursement Obligations. The Town is
authorized to amend this declaration of official intent (except as to the maximum amount) as they deem necessary or advisable and to
bind the Town pursuant to such representations and covenants as they deem necessary or advisable in order to maintain the continued
exemption from federal income taxation of interest on the Obligations. This resolution is adopted solely for purposes of compliance with
the Treasury Regulations and may not be used or relied on for any other purpose.
Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut, this 24th day of March 2026.
PER ORDER OF THE EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL

At its March 12, 2026 meeting, the Hebron Conservation and Inland Wetlands Commission took the following actions:
Petition 2026-01: 523 Church Street, Amston. J. Williams Estates, LLC, Construction of a Mini Self-Storage Facility, which is Listed as a
Special Permit Use within the AV Zone. Activities with a Direct Impact Consist of Construction of Riprap Outlet Protection at the Stormwater
System Discharge Point (90sf) and Placement of Fill within an Intermittent Watercourse Associated with the Access Driveway (40If). Activities
within the 100’ URA Consist of Clearing, Grubbing, Excavation, Filling, Driveways, Buildings, Drainage, Utilities, and Erosion and Sedimenta-
tion Controls — approved, with the following conditions:

1. The Wetland Agent will be contacted at the commencement of construction for the inspection of sediment and erosion controls.

2. The Wetland Agent may have free access to the premises during construction for inspection purposes.

3. This application is subject to the approval of the Plan by the Town Engineer and the resolution of his comments and directives.

4. During construction, the applicant will ensure weekly observation reports of any of the noted DEEP NDDB-listed threatened / endangered
species and prevention or relocation actions taken, pursuant to the DEEP protocols incorporated into the Plan.

Petition 2026-02; 550 Old Colchester Road, Hebron. Town of Hebron Public Building Committee - DPW Action Committee, Demolition
and reconstruction of the Hebron Department of Public Works and Transfer Station in the Residence-1 District. Proposed regulated activities
include approximately 0.46 acres of disturbance in the upland review area of an existing stormwater management basin. Approximately 0.23
acres of disturbance in the basin, itself a regulated resource, will include its use as a temporary sediment trap during construction activities
and restoration (sediment removal, invasive plant removal and stabilization) following construction — approved, with the following conditions:
1. Addition of an oil / water separator near the fueling station AST.

2. All Town Engineer’s comments and directives will be incorporated into the design and the applicant must return to the Conservation Com-
mission in the event of significant changes in the design.

3. The Wetland Agent will attend the pre-construction meetings where soil management plans will be discussed.

4. Stormwater Inspection Reports will be available to the Conservation Commission.

5. The Wetland Agent will be contacted prior to construction for inspection of sediment and erosion controls, and the Agent will have free ac-
cess to the premises during construction for inspection purposes.

James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent

For: Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Commission

A video recording of the Conservation Commission Meeting can be seen using the following link:
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/6edd88d9ebb58d06070c36e251db8b0c3c541932b3d10e763a666505603d2468

1TB 3/27
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Dean Markham, Chairman
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.

Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

1TB 3/27

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

TO BUY

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer,
Gas Station), Zippos,
License Plates, Jewelry,
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text
860-817-4350

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK
CARS: and unfinished
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

PURE BRED SHITZU:
For sale. 1 female left,
7 weeks old. looking for
her forever home. 860-
978-0587.

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed
ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 $

CIT1-12-23

EMPLOYMENT

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings
and evening hours avail-
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For
personal care, cooking,
cleaning, and errands.
Time & half for holidays.
Weekly pay through
payroll company. $23/
hr. Background check
and drug test required.
Willing to train. 860-949-
7016.

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
& Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your line
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

TOWN OF HEBRON
SENIOR CENTER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

The Town of Hebron is seeking a Senior Center Program
Coordinator. This 36 hour per week position assists the Senior
Services Director develop, promote, initiate, supervise and
otherwise conduct a broad range of group and individual
activities and services to respond to the diverse needs and
interests of older adults, their families and caregivers. A com-
plete job description is available through the Town Manager’s
Office. Please send a letter of interest, resume and employ-
ment application to Hebron Town Manager, Town of Hebron,
15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248. Salary dependent upon

experience. Position open until filled. EOE
1TB 3/27
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HELP WANTED - SEASONAL LABORERS
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

Seasonal Laborers:

are required.

to be submitted to the:

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for three (3)

This is a seasonal position within the Public Works Department
with up to 40 (forty) hours a week for the summer. The suc-
cessful candidates will be expected to perform general work in
mowing, landscaping, and light repair work of town grounds and
facilities. $21.50/hour. Positions open until filled.

Requirements: Familiarity with, and an ability to operate,
grounds maintenance equipment and small power equipment.
Ability to use hand tools and a valid Connecticut driver’s license

Employment Application available at www.marlbo.info/employ-
mentapp or the Town Clerk’s Office. Completed applications are

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447

1TB 3/27

Volunteer. The Benefits

Are Extraordinary!

* You'll feel really, really good!

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

A
P

Extraordinary Benefits:

* You'll meet delightful dogs, fabulous felines,
and some pretty special humans too!
Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:

« East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities L g_—
Dogs: walking; clean & feed; socialization H P
« East Hartford facility — Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical & placement teams E

Please call 860-569-0722 or visit www.poainc.org

PROTECTORS
 ANIMALS

Scan for more info

D 4
DL a0

FOUR ROOMS, 2ND
FLOOR APT: Port-
land. Excellent condi-
tion. Stove, refrigera-
tor, new washer/dryer.
No pets. No smoking.
$1,150/monthly plus
heat/utilities, two months
security. Call 860-916-
7482.

GLASTONBURY
- LOVELY LARGE
FURNISHED HOME:
with all utilities included.
Flat screen TV, WiFi to
share with profession-
als. $950/monthly. Call
860-716-1227.

STORAGE UNIT
AVAILABLE: Located
in East Hampton. 8 x
22. More available com-
ing soon. Text 860-267-

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

HELP WANTED

Full time 45+ hours per week service manager for busy
power equipment store. Job entails taking service calls,
organizing daily mechanics schedules, completing
finished service orders, customer estimates, filing
warranties with manufacturers and helping customers
at the counter. Applicant must be organized, courteous,
computer literate and have basic knowledge of power
equipment and engines. Benefits include health

insurance, 401 K, vacation and sick time.
Please contact Tony at

Gano's Power Equipment at 860-537-3431
or by e-mail at ganos@snet.net

RE3-20-26

Westside Manor is searching for
Attendants to fill our part time 1st,
2nd and 3rd shift position.
7AM-3PM, 3PM-11PM and 11PM-7AM
Attendant Responsibilities: Housekeeping, Meal prep
and Medication administration required for the position.
Medication Certification Course is mandatory and offered
with paid training.

Interviews are done by appointment only, Monday thru
Friday. Please call 860-267-4401 or email us at
Simona@westsidemanor.com to schedule an interview today!
9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON
Job Type: Part time: 24-hours per week. Salary: $17-18.75

REAL ESTATE

Your local friend in Real Edtate

A great attitude
becomes a great day,
which becomes a great week,
\" which turns into a wonderful year.

g ANGELA'ARESCO

er Service | Better Marketing | Better Results

Better Real Estate
860.883.9005
A
CARLGUIL angela@arescorealtor.com
o www.angelaaresco.com

RE3-27-26

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

860-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.

With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

MARK KEHRHAHN
860.638.9485

5
3
CIT4-4-24
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YOUR AD

Should Be
HERE!

CALL US AT:
860-633-4691

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease

competitive rates. 30
years of experience. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.

Tree Removal

Classifieds
Pay
The Glastonbury

I 1

I Citizen 1

I & Rivereast 1 CALL JACK TODAY

1 News Bulletin : Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care

1 Call I Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups

1 860-633-4691 Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls

1 or 1 Bobcat & Excavation Services * Lot Cleaning

i email your line | — COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —
1 Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE  §
L b (860) 818-2773 5

Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup
Customers

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

’ We Climb or Bucket
Truck Service

Hazardous Tree Remova

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SPRING RATES!

* Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards @D visa
(_ FULLY INSURED ) sState Lic. #SFPH000902

—| 86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

RLFrancks@comcast.net

4 Spring Is Here! [

|
Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Tod

Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started.

SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing * Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups I

ay

26

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

RE3-20-
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TREE & LANDSCAPING °

Deleo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

H - FULLY INSURED « HIC #0657705
WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

We Are Here to Help You

CIT1-18-24

Kitchens ¢ Decks .
Basements ate]]ne
Bathrooms <
Remodeling 860-633-5296 &
Mud Roome  800:965-8084 -cell 2

Carpentry We Always Call You Back
, . Free Estimates ® License #552540
Don t See lt - Ca“ www.Katelinellc.com

‘ \ Certified Arborists

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com
| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24
E—

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

TREE We Climy 3
REMOVAL S
; ||| B ‘I | Ba I 'II III[‘IJH all
ARI Pl [
REWOOD FOR S/

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards - Fully Insured
: ; 1101

g
| i

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement

* Mowing

* Brush cutting

* Brush/ Tree Removal

» Stump grinding and removal

« Grading/ Drainage

« Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
* Retaining walls, walkways & patios
» Demo and debris removal

» Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

RE10-3-25

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance  Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding « Yard Expansion « Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
including roots

SENIOR
CITIZEN Toper’s
DISCOUNT = Lawncare
—

L~ HIC.0600529 ===

CENSRUCTION
| SERVICES

DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
HOT CRACK SEALING
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT
860-305-1823

RE3-20-26)

Quality Work
Same Day

LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns
— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning - Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones - Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

RE3-13-26

NOW SCHEDULING:

New Weekly Mowing &
Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Muich
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCAPING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS

» Stump Grinding / Removal

* Brush Cutting

 Yard Expansions & Restoration
» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

i DBStumpremoval

mmm 860.913.6203 e

-

HaE‘yEug garden gotten out of control?

Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= Garden Spring Cleaning = Edging ® Cut Backs = Soil 1

Amendment = Fertilize = Mulch = Plant Division = Plant «
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden RI'IR Eﬂ[‘dEl’I AI'IgEIS
[all today for a FREE consultation

Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
860.365.0504

out all your
garden
woes."

Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings
= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

RE3-23-23

WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.
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611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups

RE3-6-26

and Spring Lawn Renovations

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing « Light Excavation Work « Mulching
Walkways * Retaining Walls * Gravel Driveway Repair
20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

\ - FULLY INSURED -« LIC #0671229

| \ Yy i\ \ A J ! \ I\ \ A
M IAU (\"n\JN\”n\)N, ‘“M/.W /AU (\M\;‘MAW.\JN ﬁMl.W /A\A (\*!.\JM;A%NJN .\‘m'/ﬁ‘

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

ShoRrts. a3
I!?arﬁiscap ng-

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowin

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —
(860) 917-5459

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

Now Accepting New Customers For:
Spring Clean-Ups * Pruning
Weekly Mowing * Mulching

o
g
J
9
Y

ACCREDITED ({4

BUSINESS

VIsA @D EE-; o]

Commercial & Residential
Portland, CT

www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins.  Free Estimates 860-342-0352

Dorsey Construction
Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning * Painting
Powerwashing ¢« Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete
Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,

metal roofs, and slate roof repair
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey * 860-890-9884

TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Spring Clean Ups &
Debris Removal

* Mulching and Planting
e Lawn Installation /
* Land Clearing
* Tree, Brush
e Stump Removal
* Patios, Walkways, and
Retaining Walls
* Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd]
Junk Removal and Demolition

860-716-0661

CIT3-12-26

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR?
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Crushed Stone &
Gravel Producis

Bobcat Services for all your

small excavation projects

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

WE DELIVER

Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs
72 Miller Road, Colchester * 860-537-4093

RE3-27-26

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast
News Bulletin will make every effort to see
that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial
responsibility for typographical errors in
advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may oceur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of
the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no
way exceed the amount of the charge for the
space occupied by theitem in error, and then
onlyfor the first incorrect insertion. Also, the
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and
address of the person or persons responsible
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads.
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the
right to reject advertisements which it
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy
and propriety of all ads for the protection of
our readers. The Citizen will take requests
for specific placement of ads and will try
to accommodate everyone's requests. The
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

HYDROSEEDING

Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work
“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”
Call
860-966-7672
to schedule
a free estimate.

RE3-13-26

Marlborough, CT

PATIOS -

NOW IS THE TIME TO
SCHEDULE YOUR NEW
BACKYARD OASIS.

FIREPITS - WALKWAYS

CALL US TO DISCUSS EXPANDING SROTUING  DOPROSHNG
YOUR YARD AND POSSIBILITIES! LEERTILZNG  DRANAGE

* GARDEN INSTALLS *PLOWDAMAGE REPAIR

860-295-9692 wsenesae  860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT g - SINCE 1990 - Marlborough, CT g

LAWNS-N-STUFF

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING

SPRING CLEAN-UPS

SERVICES

ABLE MASON & C H I M N E Y DEE’S ANTIQUES, HOUSE CLEANING: PLUMBING AND THE BETTER 'Pl“MBI“G & "EA'"“G'
RESTORATION LLC: MAINTENANCE: PAYS $$ CASH Needsomehelptoget HOME REPAIR HOUSEKEEPER: Flu- &
Chimney built, liner & Cleaning, caps, MONEY $$: Buying your home clean? 'd SPECIALIST: entEnglish speakers, Y from dripping faucets to all |

install INSTALLATION,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. PAVERS, PATIO,

dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales

gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.

be happy to help. | have
10+ years of experience,
| offer reliable service.

Complete plumbing
services and repairs
from leaky pipes and

cleaners who value high
standards, good com-
munications, attention to

L

Your major plumbing/ heating needs
Water Heaters ® Zoned Heat

TILE AND BATHROOM  pitch, just the work you  Military items, musical reasonable rates and | drains, hot water detail, punctuality. Free Boiler Replacement
REMODEL, ALL wantdone. 35 yrs. ac- instruments, vintage do an amazing job. Re- heaters, toilets, garbage in-person estimates. We .
MASONRY REPAIRS. tual experience as the advertising signs and ferences upon request. disposals, kitchen love seniors! Call 860- Bathroom Remodeling

Licensed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947.

BILL THE POOPER
SCOOPER: I'll clean
your yard of dog poo.
Free estimates. Call
860-861-9027.

CARPET CLEANING:
Have your carpets deep
dry cleaned. Elimin-
ate problems associ-
ated with water (mold,
mildew). Best method
available for removal
of pet stains, etc. Re-
moves allergens. Im-
mediate use. Upholstery

owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

CLEAN OUTS &
HAULING: Dumpsters
available. Fill it yourself
or we handle everything!
Licensed and insured
w/40 years experience.
Estate assessments
available. Contact 860-
220-3786 today!

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,

memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

Please call or text for
free estimates. ARIANE’
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

J & S PAINTING
& H OME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation,
vinyl siding installation
and roof installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,

sinks and faucets, tub
and shower valves,
and more. Call for a
free estimate! Quality
professional work at
affordable prices. Fully
licensed and insured
- Discounts available
for seniors - Call Justin
203-440-5496

ROOFING, FLOOR-
ING, DECKS: All gen-
eral home improvement
and renovations. Call
860-894-9919.

413-2353.

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and
out. Call 860-883-6775.
Mr. Squeegee.

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING: Call
Glastonbury Carpet &
Flooring for a quote.
860-633-8833.

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Lic. # P204015H389727

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Insured

&

3-13-20

W

RI

860-598-8091

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
HIC. 0653192 ¢ CALL US

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

RE9-1-23

cleaning. Completely retaining walls, steps. FLOOR SANDING 860-796-0006.

safe. Wood floors re- Roofs done, veneers AND REFINISHING: INTERIOR & EXTERIOR / Call or Email

stored without sand- done, walkways. Ce- Custom stainingand JOSH’S JUNK 7 : or Emai

ing. Experienced, refer-  ment, tiles, paving and finishing. Repairing and REMOVAL: All items ﬁ Quallty Craftsmanshtp for a FREE

ences, insured. William  building maintenance. laying of all wood floors.  removed at a reasonable AR J Estimate!

Agostinelli 860-704- Allkinds of masonryand Free estimates. James rate. Call for estimate. l\\\\\:\ walls - $159 B ELE ATE

8486 calls only. Support  home repairs. Call John, ~ Gorman 860-647-9261.  We also remove sheds Insured 18' x 16' ave. room 4 .

Small Business. 860-796-0006. and hot tubs. Insured. Free Estimates 8 6' avg. roo & EARTH & WATER WERKSLLC  Licensed & Insured
Sieamine o 355, | piogmans, 860-416-8354 AT ON SER
022-4621. . EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com EXCAVATION SERVICES

TAYLOR WATER & SEWER MAINS

PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?

ESTIMATES

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

RE4-11-25

Licensed & Insured - LIC #0408372

MIDDLESEX

MECHANICAL
SERVICES LLC

Free

Estimates

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

State of the Art
Equipment

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

RE3-7-25

IMMEDIATE Driveways « Parking Lots
(860) 537-1379 Call for Seasonal Furnace | RESPONSE ~ Gas Station - Private Roads
. . § Sidewalks/Curbing
( 860) 334-5135 Service and Maintenance! ReasonableRates  Seal Coating » Asphalt Repair
. . Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Cash & senl.()r Discounts We Offer Oil Tank Lic# 00548924 Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill
Al Ajc;g;:;;‘z:}s!(:rew SChed UIe TOd ay! Replacements ‘All Work Guaranteed” Excavation & Drainage
> Owner Pricing |7 We offer =———— FULLY INSURED —
S REE :
ocut - S Specnlhoovo 860.949.5711  ermares  ™nat | | 860.267-2109 » 860-827-3090  860-883-3314

www.midmechct.com

energize : : : 7
s ﬁT Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.
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N TUTHIL L , :
- de__tion
SERVICES & T2 e | | FLOORING
Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service LVP Waterproof & durable
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more! Til
Columbia Sealcoat Co. . . . o e - -
Columbla Sealcoat Co Like us on Facehook www Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 $ 2 Hordwood 860-853-0493
Protect & Renew = FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 == 5 RE3-13-26

RivereastNewsBulletin

Your Pavement E

Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 Lcins

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——
WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS * UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com

@M info@hydro-pure.com

FULLER

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming ¢ Residential « Commercial

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

Schedule Now for Spring Openings!

: “' r’ﬂJ r n r
_JII:?.H__} )’J J')Q OL J')J_{E):hj
SPRING SPECIAL!
15% off Pool Equipment

Asphalt —

@Solutions

SPRING
SPECIAL!

RE3-13-20

Sealcoating
Crack Filling
Paving
Free Estimates

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

AAA
Electrician Services

FOR~QLL YOUR ELECTRICAL I\LEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!

Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,

* Openings & Closings
* Weekly Cleanings & Remodeling
* Equipment Sales & Servicing
* 10% OfT for Veterans & Seniors
860-942-2240 (Call Jim)
Licensed & Insured
poolproslic@eprotonmail.com

Neeb A PLUMBER?

100 OFF

RE3-13-20

CIT3-19-26

Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens * Water Heaters ® Disposals * Additions
195 Jones Ho;lggvzl;g.bgn:glborough, cT Installation of A 8 icorP i)l G ’S ® Sump Pumps e Water Filtration e Well Pumps
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record § nstallation of Automatic or Fortable (senerator yStems ’ L4 Toilets e New Construction e Gas Lines
FULLY INSURED » CT LIC. # 0537749 £ LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED e Faucets e Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ELC. 0209770-E1

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

AIRERHFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

H.@®

equipmentcompany inc.

RE10-4-24
RE2-2-24
—

Dick’s Moving Service, LLC

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair

Well Pumps

Pressure Tanks

Pressure Issues

Water Testing

Water Softeners

Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria

Experienced Professional Movers
Specializing in Local Moves,
Apartments, Homes, Single Pieces,
Appliances, etc.

Asst. Living, Conv. Homes, etc.

?

1-4 items $375 Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane Proucding safe clean water Reverse Osmosis Systems
L . . . . ; 7667 Drlnklpg Wat(_er Systems
within a 10 mile radius Oil to Gas Conversions BBB. dence Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

RE11-6-20

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections
Chlorination & Yield Tests

Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace ® Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ® Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAIL.ABLE —

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

* MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

Call for a Free Estimate
References & Insured

CIT10-16-2025

860-815-7547

CT Lic

COOLING & HEATING

#9394 86(-989-5(079 Qgemgwoe'&

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING: Call
today for a free estim-
ate on all your Interior
and Exterior needs.
Roofing, decks, sheds,
windows/doors, gut-
ters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry,
siding, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring
(tile, hardwood, lamin-
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

ADVANCED
PRO HOME
IMPROVEMENT:
“One call does it all!
Additions, sunrooms.
Kitchens, bathrooms.
Windows, roofing. Vinyl
siding trim. Garages,
decks. Basements,
flooring. Dry wall &
taping. Interior painting,
popcorn ceilings. Clean
up daily. Quality work.
Lic. #578351. Fully
insured. Free estimates.
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS,
DECKS, ROOFS &
DOORS: to finished
basements, siding, &
floors. Licensed/insured.
Give us a call for free
estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,
moss? Optional lower
cost guards. LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

RENE’S INTERIOR
TRIM AND WATER
DAMAGE REPAIR:
We offer mouse
proofing, exterior door
weatherstripping and
water damage repair of
all kinds - We find the
leak, repair it, and all
its damage. Roofing,
siding, sheetrock, and
woodwork - We offer
complete sheetrock
and plaster repair. All
interior and exterior trim,
including crown molding
and chair railing.
Also, window seats,
mantles, bookcases,
entertainment centers,
cedar closets, pocket
doors, interior and
exterior doors, custom
stairs, attic stairs,
radiator covers,
replacement windows,
hatchways, wood
decking to Trex and
more. Please call Rene
860 716-2678.

L&R GENERAL
MASONRY: We spe-
cialize in perfection. We
do sidewalks, patios,
outdoor kitchens, chim-
ney repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully
insured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING,
LLC. Locally owned/
operated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 - licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

Rogers Home Services

Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs
Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

860-983-9537,y

FULLY INSURED - CT #574467

N

CIT2-6-25
m—

e - = —

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV S PRO PAINTING w.c

RE3-13-20

HoME DESIGNS 0
—— BY BRUNO —— Power Washing d
See Me Before You Bad] 860-573-6860 |
3D Plans * Permit Plans e On Board Water Services =
Budgets e Free Estimates ® Fully Insured e 9

—
Davispropaintingllc@yahoco.com

860-537-5345

89 Main St. ; .
East Hampton Seasgl?fto"atlon ROO F' N G &
Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters l;?g.ﬁng s ' D | N G
Shears & Draperies 1ding 860-8 -0
860-267-8330 | | 1.4 53-0493
ullaboutblindsct.com ar scapes RE3-13-26

Drywall Service
& Repair, LLC

— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED
Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services
Water Damage Repairs « Drywall New & Repairs
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

$100 OFF For New Customers [

CIT5-22-25
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Since 1992

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry — Roofing , _ 60.633.6015
Windows — Doors _ 860.550.0932

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995 kimsadlon@cox.net

w507 BUILDING &

CIT3-5-20

Additions D ES | G N
Kitchens
Baths 860-853-043}26

R.J. Swider

Contractmg, L.L.C.
Specializing in Additions & Remodeling
860-228-3912

www.rjswidercontracting.com  Ct. Lic.#541663

CIT3-5-20

Marc Viccaro

HOME IMPROVEMENT
oyVEE‘R éo = Replacement
= Decks Windows & Doors
= Remodels _ g = Finish Trim
= Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot)
=Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists &
860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro é

HIC #0650133 + CT Licensed & Insured

Reliable

AT et M
S ) e e
KC MASONRY

Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls * Bluestone ¢ Steps
Fireplaces * Chimneys * Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Quahty Workmanship
]

CIT3-5-20

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —
Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20)

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

MARK'S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

| Freshen Up for Spring!
All Phases of Painting & Carpentry |5
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED
ARKER

AINTING & W

Interior/Exterior * Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —

CIT3-5-20

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS + BASEMENTS ¢ DECKS
* DORMERS  « BATHROOMS ° SIDING
* GARAGES ¢ KITCHENS * ROOFING
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com ¢ Insured ¢ CT 607510

CIT3-5-20

s> 860=-338-0156

Free Estimates KEN (203) 558'4951

Lic. No. 0604514

MJ. Emonds

MECHANICAL
== CONTRACTORS .

Lic. #392776

& INSURED
Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 « Insured

Call 860.377.0380

Call

For All of Your =

COMFORT
SPECIALIST

™

Air Conditioning
Needs!

A
CIT3-13-25

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury
860-657-4554 - www.emonds.com

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

)V\CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
or FREE Gutters with

*1000 OFF

with this ad

860-381-9336

Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

F i’\a ne l.n
Available

christopherimprovement.com

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
860-680-1832 (C)

License #609553 EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

RE6-21-24

¢ All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,

* WP Removal, Rep. Windows
* Home Improvements & Carpentry 8

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS Lic &+
INTERIOR
FREE
ESTIMATES

INSURED

Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www. FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

0
o
=
Ol

h Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

IRE12:20.23

CALL: 219-575-0370

JA BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional, !
Exceptional Service .

FREE"H I 7| I

1] TIMATES =

- K
i

CALL/TEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com 3
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

CLEANING SERVICES

CHRISTINE’S CLEANING
CLEANING REASONABLE RATES
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, #

MONTHLY OR

Building Maintenance WHERNEEoE R

Services. Economical Rates
&Prof. Skills. New Customer
Discount Available. E

Moving in or out. We also include
I products, sanitizing. Run errands,
shop and rides to doctor appts.

860-798-79615 |“:¢" 860-849-2768

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

FOR SALE

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

CHERRY DINING
ROOM TABLE: Oval,
Queen Anne, six chairs,
extensions, pads. For
pictures call 860-659-
2412. NO Texts. $500
or BO.

LOOKING TO SELL:
Ball canning jars from
the 40’s, Layne Hope
Chest mint condition,
Crocheted Blankets from
60’s & 70’s, 35" round
oak wood framed mirror
used one year only, cus-
tom made wood cradle.
Call 860-739-3286.

| AUTOMOTIVE _

FOR SALE: 2010 Mer-
cedes Benz E350 4 mat-
ic. 200,000 miles, great
condition. $6100.00 Call
860-978-0587.
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Best Yet
Frozen Shrimp
Platter
40 oz.

“ESTG@%ESTER
s MARKET i

i ] l — ~
CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GAF Master Elite Certified « Platinum ProVia Dealer
Glastonbury-Based « Family-Owned « Industry Leading Warranties

A jamily tradition since 1955,

CIT2-22-24

v

Interior & Ext
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

the lightbulbs

Your
Husbang
Hasn't.*

R PRIME FOX

PAINTING

@Ww/ Zith & ;([/,’/&//L(//

primefoxpainting.com

Call (860) 467-0520

‘With any booked job before April 30

HIC.0704020

Does Your Driveway
Need Help?

VS D
atisfyin
All of Your Pagving

Driveway

Needs in Glastonbury!

Happy Easter!

Boneless Budaball

Hams Half or Whole lISmoked Keilbasa

Oscar Mayer
Bacon
Asst. Var. 16 oz.

jnal: GNP

Kings Hawaiian
Rolls <o
All Var. "
12 oz.

Gold Medal
All Purpose Flour
5Ib. Bag ’

Hellmanns
Mayonnaise
All Var. 30 oz.

Stove Top
Stuffing
All Var.

6 oz. Box

Smokehouse or

Superior On Main
Eclairs
12 oz. Pkg

Dunkin
K-Cups

Chocolate Morsels
All Var. 10-12 oz.

Crackers
All Var.

Store Made
Chicken Cordon
Bleu

Great Lakes
American Cheese

Store Baked
Turnovers
All Var,
4-Pack

$29.99

Store Made
Brisket Short Rib
Patties

Deitz & Watson
Maple Honey

Ocean Spray J
Cranberry Juices g &%
C/\ All Var. 64 oz.

DUNKIN

Excludes 100%

Juice Var.

Canned Pineapple
All Var. 20 oz. —

11.6-13.7 oz. | A

Replacement
Specialist
e Fast Dependable
Service
* Experienced Staff
« Competitive Pricing

Celebrating

52 YEARS of
Quality Servicer

~ SINCE 1973 _

Cool Whip

Topping
All Var. 8 oz.

Delizza
Eclairs And Cream Puffs
All Var. 10.5-14.8 oz.

Ice Cream
All Var. 48 oz.

Tropicana

Premium Orange Juice
All Var. -
46 oz.

Pillsbury
Grands Biscuits
All Var. 16.3 oz.

* Driveways
» Parking Lots
 Roadways

Cheese Bars
All Var. 6-8 oz.

o«
Tropicang

Locally Owned & Operated

New England

INC.
860-633-4554

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

S3ILVYINILST 3344

Boar’s Head
Ever Roast
Chicken

Boar’s Head
Jalapeno
Pepperjack p @, =
Cheese

493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071

Open 7 days a week Check out our Facebook Page
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm for updates and instore specials!

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE Mar 27-Apr 2

CIT3-26-26
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RESE

LET’S SIT AND TALK REALISTICLY.

SAEILE LD

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

I BRING DECADES OF EXPERIENCE
AND A CALM, COLLABORATIVE
APPROACH TO REAL ESTATE
THAT PUTS YOUR NEEDS FIRST.

~ Jim Harrington, BROKER

JIM HARRINGTON

860-966-9966
JIMEGHARRS.COM




