
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PRESORTED STANDARD

$$$$$

US. POSTAGE
PAID

GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

Volume 47, Number 08                                                    Published by The Glastonbury Citizen                                           	 April 3, 2026

RIVEREAST
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

Crossword Puzzle...Pg 24
Sponsored by

Harrington Real Estate

See RHAM School Spending, page 24

Inside...
 RHAM
‘Cops vs. Kids’ B-Ball Recap................. pg 3
Portland
Youth Wrestler Wins Title...................pg 11

Marlborough
Cuts, Costs, Concerns............................ pg 13

 Colchester
Business Marks One Year....................pg 25

    Regional
Obituaries...........................pgs 30, 31 &32 

 East Hampton
 Ziobron Seeks Return to Office............pg 17

See Westchester Market 
ad on page 39

CIT4-2-26

Belltown Seniors Get Creative at Easter Bonnet Contest

The East Hampton Lions Club held an Easter bonnet contest on Tuesday, in a fun 
afternoon at the local VFW hall. Pictured from left are: first place winner Kathy 
Barber, second place winner Judy Parenteau, third place winner Cheryl Spack, fourth 
place winner Teresa Tacinelli, Best Man Jim Yuille, and Honorable Mention winners 
Bonnie Goodrich and Darla Pigeon. 

By Anne Lilburn
The East Hampton Lions Club hosted a joy-

ful springtime event for local seniors at the VFW 
hall this past week, complete with an Easter bon-
net contest, door prizes, and a concert featuring 
Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin songs.

The event drew dozens of attendees, many of 
them donning homemade Easter bonnets that 
showed off their creative sides. About 18 people 
entered the contest, with five of them winning 
gift baskets. In full disclosure, this Rivereast re-
porter served as one of the two judges.

Teresa Tacinelli, of East Hampton, decorated 
hers with plastic Easter Eggs, bunny ears, and 
even miniature lights. She said she had found in-
spiration on Pinterest, but made the bonnet her 
own. Tacinelli took fourth place in the contest.

Her friend, Lyle Couture, also of East Hamp-
ton, sat next to her at a table before the contest. 
Her contest entry was simpler, but very spring-
appropriate: a purple golf visor, with artificial 
pansies attached to it. She said she found inspira-
tion in a more practical place.

“I was getting my hair done, so I didn’t want to 
flatten it,” she laughed.

Contest winner Kathy Barber said she en-
tered at the urging of her mother. Barber said 
she didn’t consider herself a particularly crafty 
or artistic person, but her bonnet told another 
tale. She sported a straw hat that she had painted 
white, with hand cut and painted paper blades of 
grass around the center, and plastic eggs perched 
on pipe cleaners to serve as Easter flowers. A 
“Happy Easter” sign stood on a wooden stick in 
the middle of the hat, and a large pink bow se-
cured the bonnet around her chin.

Sitting next to Barber at a front table during 

the concert was second prize winner Judy Par-
enteau, who is turning 90 this month. Parenteau 
said she went for a “farmer’s wife” theme, with 
chicks perched on a straw hat, a corn cob pipe, 
and straw stuffed into her clothing and boots. 
She laughed when she said the straw was itchy, 
and smiled and danced her way through the 
judge’s parade.

Third-place winner Cheryl Spack got extra 
points from this judge for using real candy in her 

design. A large blue plastic Peep bunny served 
as the center of her bonnet, with candy, blades 
of fabric grass, a bunny and a fence surrounding 
it. Honorable mention winner Bonnie Goodrich 
used a straw hat she already had at home, and 
adorned it with plastic eggs and a fuzzy baby 
chick decoration on top, while another honor-
able mention winner, Darla Pigeon, used Sesame 
Street-themed plastic Easter eggs in her design, 
with Elmo, Oscar the Grouch and Big Bird repre-

sented on top of a fuzzy, floppy-eared bunny hat.
Rounding out the top five was the winner of 

the Best Man award, Jim Yuille, who sported a 
simple black bowler hat with a white bunny at-
tached.

While many of the winners went all out with 
wild designs, other attendees wore more tradi-
tional hats. A woman parading by in a hat with 
white flowers and cherries on it said it was 60 
years old. Another guest wore a bright purple 
fascinator with feathers and ribbon, and one 
guest sported a small red hat with black feath-
ers. Others wore large straw hats adorned with 
artificial flowers that looked like they might be 
appropriate for a traditional Easter celebration.

All the while, performer Jack Lynn brought back 
the Rat Pack, singing songs made popular by Sina-
tra and Martin while attendees paraded, socialized 
and snacked on cakes and other food items.

Lions Club event organizer Mary Krogh said 
they handed out over 63 raffle tickets to guests, 
who had the chance to win a wide assortment of 
donated prizes, including a foot massager, a vac-
uum, a new set of towels, fans, a car emergency 
kit and new smoke alarms.

Krogh said the Lions Club holds regular con-
certs for seniors at the VFW Hall, roughly every 
three months. The next one, she said, would 
likely be in the summer – so attendees should 
not expect to see Easter bonnets. Krogh said the 
Lions also host regular dinners for seniors, and 
urged people to follow the club’s East Hampton 
CT Lions Club Facebook Page to stay current on 
upcoming events.

Millions Miscalculated in RHAM School Spending
By Toriana Williams

On March 26, Regional School District No. 8 
(RHAM) sent a letter to local boards and town 
officials disclosing a significant financial miscal-
culation that has affected the towns of Hebron, 
Andover and Marlborough over multiple years. 
The miscalculation involved school budget sur-
plus funds, when and how they were calculated 
and how they were dispersed to the towns that 
were owed.

RHAM is now in the process of correcting the 
mistake after it was spotted. However, the mis-
calculation has raised many concerns among lo-
cal officials and residents alike regarding over-
sight, transparency and fairness to taxpayers.

What Happened
According to a letter from RHAM Board of 

Education Chair Heather Summerer and Su-
perintendent of Schools Colin McNamara, the 
problem first began in fiscal year (FY) 2020. 
That year, the district’s money left over at the 
end of the budget year was off by $216,987. This 
happened because “a transfer of the FY2019 
surplus to the reserve fund made in FY2020 
was not factored into the calculation,” the letter 

stated, and there was also “a small discrepancy 
between audited and calculated amounts.”

This initial mistake led to a larger problem 
that continued. In the years after, the district de-
termined how much money to return to towns 
– called a “credit offset” – based only on the 
surplus amount of the previous year. However, 
the correct method should have used the total 
available fund balance, which includes money 
carried over from earlier years.

Because of this error, the towns received sig-
nificantly less money back than they should 
have each year. Instead of being reduced, the 
fund balance just kept growing.

Why It Wasn’t Caught
RHAM officials explained that the timing of 

the calculations played a large role in the error. 
The surplus was calculated after the audit. This 
meant important numbers ended up missing 
during the overall process. According to Sum-
merer, “the figures used in the calculation did 
not have the credit offset amount from the prior 
year that should have been included.”

Auditors also did not flag the issue. Summer-

er said this was because the funds were labeled 
as “assigned,” which is allowed under state rules.

 “Because of this designation, there was no 
indication that the surplus was not being calcu-
lated correctly,” she explained. To address this, 
RHAM is now seeking “the services of a second 
accounting firm to conduct a review of our an-
nual audits.”

How Much Money?
By June 30, 2025, RHAM’s assigned fund bal-

ance had grown to a whopping $2,698,176. This 
total was divided into several parts – $758,120 
was assigned as credit to towns in the FY2026 
budget, $235,121 was assigned for a reserve 
transfer in FY2026 and $1,704,935 was to be 
credited to towns. Of the $1,704,935, $830,212 
came from the FY2025 surplus and $874,723 
came from prior years and represents under-
payments to towns.

RHAM officials have since calculated how 
much money each town should have received 
since 2020. Hebron will receive $849,497, An-
dover will receive $255,234 and Marlborough 
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Egg hunt and bouncy house is for children 12 and 
under, buckets provided for the hunt.

CIT3-27-26

Happy Easter!

Wheat
Chocolate Cream
Lemon Meringue

Sweet Bread with 5 eggs
plus all our regular fruit pies
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Ham
Angelo’s Ham
Italian Cream

Ricotta
Rice

32 Halls Hill Rd. • Colchester

860-537-2272860-537-2272

BABKA BREAD ALSO AVAILABLE
We also have Chocolate Easter Eggs

(ALL OUR REGULAR ITEMS ALWAYS AVAILABLE)

EASTER PIES

Easter Weekend Hours!
Friday 7:00am-3:30pm

Saturday 7:00am-3:30pm

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY 7:00am-12:00pm
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Charming and lovingly well maintained 3-bedroom, 1-bath home nestled on a peaceful country 
road in beautiful Lebanon on 1.5 acres! Just minutes from shopping, restaurants, and everyday 
conveniences. Owned and cherished by the same family for over 50 years, pride of ownership 

shines throughout. Priced at $299,900. Call today for a private showing!

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.
F U L L  S E RV I C E   |   D E S I G N   |   B U I L D   |   OV E R  3 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.

Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom – we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space. 

160 Oak St., Unit 210
Glastonbury, CT 06033 CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM 860.430.2661 

We Listen. We Draw. We Create.
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Help Celebrate Our Local Heroes...
Our Community Volunteers.

Live Local. Give Local.

Call us at (860)347-0025 
or visit us online at 
MiddlesexCountyCF.org.

At the Community Foundation 
of Middlesex County (CFMC) we 
are grateful for everyone who 
is dedicated to impacting their 
community and who volunteers 
whenever and wherever it’s 
needed most.

Help us recognize a volunteer 
in your community who gives 
their time, talent, and money to 
improve the quality of life for all.  
Scan the code to submit your 
nomination.

In Chester...Clinton...Cromwell...
Deep River...Durham...Haddam...
East Haddam...East Hampton...
Essex...Killingworth...Middle�eld...
Middletown...Old Saybrook...
Portland...and Westbrook.
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Respect in Play: Cops vs. Kids Showdown

It was the police versus the students at RHAM last week – but all in good fun. AHM 
Youth and Family Services held its annual ‘Cops vs. Kids’ basketball game.

By Toriana Williams
The gym at RHAM High School filled with 

energy, laughter and a strong sense of commu-
nity on March 27 as AHM Youth and Family 
Services hosted its third annual “Cops vs. Kids” 
basketball game. Sneakers squeaked against the 
court, chatter grew as the stands filled in, and 
friendly rivalry was all but promised.

AHM Executive Director Tressa Giordano 
captured the spirit of the evening early on and 
described it simply: “This is just one of those 
events where families and youth can come out, 
make good choices and have something that is 
community based.”

What might sound like a lighthearted match-
up on paper proved to be something deeper in 
proactive. The event, supported by Amplify – 
the local prevention council – brought together 
families, students and law enforcement officers 
from across the region for a night focused on 
connection, prevention and respect. Giordano 
emphasized that purpose clearly and said, “We 
try to do a lot of events throughout the year that 
are prevention related … just keeping the youth 
safe for an evening.

From the moment attendees walked into 
the gym, it was clear that the event was more 
than just a game. Student participants from the 
SOAR (Service, Opportunity, Achievement and 
Resilience) group helped plan the entire event 
and were actively involved, reinforcing the pro-
gram’s mission of leadership and community 
service. 

“It’s a group where students have leadership 
opportunities in serving the community,” Gior-
dano said. “Anytime you can get youth out on 
a Friday night to come together and do some-
thing good for the community is amazing.”

The night featured a full lineup of activities. A 
student performed the national anthem, youth 
cheerleaders entertained during halftime, and 
both teams – made up of RHAM student-ath-
letes and a mix of local and state law enforce-
ment officers – were introduced with enthusi-
asm. 

The officers’ team, meanwhile, included par-
ticipants from multiple departments. “They 
open it up to all state troopers,” Giordano said. 

“So we do have our local troopers … but a lot of 
outside troopers as well.”

Before the game began, RHAM High School 
student Roger Pryor delivered a thoughtful re-
flection on respect, which was what the evening 
centered on. 

“Respect, to me, is about consideration,” he 
shared. “It’s about valuing someone’s worth re-
gardless of your differences … a tool that leads 
to success.” 

The message was met with applause and reso-
nated, reinforcing the event’s underlying goal: 
strengthening the relationship between youth, 
community and law enforcement.

Once the game began, the “Kids” team, wear-
ing blue, quickly scored against the “Cops” in 
yellow. The home team made a basket first and 
led 15-7 until the end of the first period. By half-
time, the score had increased to 35-21, and the 
“Kids” continued to dominate through the third 
period, extending their lead to 60-41.

The atmosphere stayed upbeat and playful 
despite the competitive nature of basketball. 
Throughout the game, officers and students 
could be seen exchanging smiles, laughing to-
gether and swapping lighthearted banter. The 
fourth period ended with “Kids” ahead 74-59, 
but the night wasn’t over just yet. In a spirited 
and sudden twist, the officers challenged the 
students to an additional 10 minutes of playing. 
The “Cops” did their best to come out on top, 
but the outcome remained the same: RHAM 
won with a final score of 89-79.

For RHAM’s “Kids” team, the victory se-
cured their undefeated streak in the event’s his-
tory. Head coach and manager Ray Perez didn’t 
hesitate to point that out. “I’m 3 and 0,” he said 
proudly. “Even with that extra 10 minutes, they 
tried real hard … but no competition.”

Perez, who described himself with a laugh 
as a “jack of all trades, master of none” for the 
school, emphasized that winning wasn’t the 
most important part of the evening. 

“It’s just getting the community together, en-
joying the night and learning about respect. It’s 
all about that.” 

Still, he acknowledged the team’s ability when 
asked about how the kids prepared for the day’s 

game. 
“The players that I have, they’re natural,” Per-

ez said. “They just come up and show up.”
Standout performances added to the excite-

ment, with Perez identifying Michael Thatford 
as the top scorer for the “Kids” team. On the of-
ficers’ side, Jamal Waters led the way in points.

Fan favorite Officer Tom Topulos, a school 
resource officer and captain of the “Cops” team, 
echoed the sentiment that the event’s value ex-
tended far beyond the scoreboard. 

It’s a great community event that brought out 
all the families … and their kids,” he said. “It’s 
just a great, great event. … a fun community 
event that brings everybody together.”

Topulos highlighted the importance of rela-
tionship-building between students and law en-
forcement. “They can come to us with any issues 
they have … and to show them that we’re just 
like them. … It makes it easier for them to come 
and talk.”

That connection is especially meaningful in 
small town communities like Hebron, Ando-
ver and Marlborough, where familiarity and 
trust can play a critical role. Even as the officers 
fell short on the scoreboard, Topulos noted the 
team’s improvement with pride: “We lost by 10. 
Last year, we lost by 40 … so we’re very proud 
of our guys.”

Throughout the evening, the emphasis re-
mained on community connection, respect and 
shared experience. Whether it was the student 
planning, the collaborative spirit of the teams or 
the enthusiastic turnout from families, the event 
displayed the power of community-centered 
programming.

Giordano summed it up best. “We like to be 
able to just have a deeper relationship with our 
law enforcement,” she said. “They’re amazing in 
our area and so supportive of the work we’re do-
ing.”

KinderRHAMa Registration is Open 
AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-

RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High 
School, has opened registration for students for 
the 2026-27 year. Children ages 3-5 can attend 
the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 1, 
2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program 
and RHAM students assist in the classroom. 
The program follows the Early Learning Devel-
opment Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT 
for preschool aged children. Regular activities 
include circle/story time, outside play, science 
and math-based activities, and daily arts and 
crafts projects. 

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The 
3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day 
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There 

are also limited spaces to have your child attend 
five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the 
three-day program is $4,465/year; and the 
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day 
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the 
three-day/week program with extended day 
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 a.m.-3 
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10 
installments. Financial aid may be available for 
families who qualify. 

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will 
be informed as to whether their child has a 
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee 
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Mur-
ray at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org. 

Incoming Parent
Orientation 

RHAM Middle School’s Orientation and 
Transition Program for parents/guardians 
of incoming 7th graders on Tuesday, April 
7, at 6 p.m., in the high school auditorium.

Sponsors Sought
for Golf Tourney 

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 
its annual Golf Tournament Friday, July 17, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. AHM is 
currently looking for sponsors and players. Go 
to ahmyouth.org for more info.
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News copy (non-letters) deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday 
at noon. Please address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson
Last week I wrote about my Mets starting 

the season. They did indeed win Opening Day, 
and have had a……so-so start to the season? 
Tough to panic after five games, but so far their 
offense looks as drab as I thought it would. I 
thought all off-season they didn’t adequately 
replace the jettisoned Brandon Nimmo and 
Pete Alonso, and these first five games haven’t 
really proven me wrong.

But, again, it’s early yet; the roller coaster 
ride is just beginning. 

Today’s real news is that the Hartford Yard 
Goats have now also begun their season. 
Opening Day at the beautiful Dunkin’ Park 
was Thursday – and with the new season 
comes a host of new gastronomical delights at 
the stadium’s various concession stands.

On Monday, the Yard Goats announced sev-
eral new food offerings that will be featured at 
the ballpark this year. Most sound amazing, 
some maybe a little less so, but all sound like 
wonderful calorie bombs your doctor prob-
ably doesn’t need to know you sampled.

What happens at Dunkin’ Park stays at 
Dunkin’ Park.

The creations include:
-- Cinnamon Roll Burger: A burger patty 

with Swiss cheese, bacon and barbecue sauce 
nestled between two warm cinnamon rolls;

-- Aloha Chicken Sando: chicken thigh 
coated in a sweet chili sauce, with a pineap-
ple slice and jalapeno peppers, all served in a 
burger bun;

-- Bird Dog: two chicken tenders coated 
in sweet chili sauce on a hot dog bun, topped 
with pineapple slaw, served with a side of fries;

-- Premium BLT: a hot dog wrapped in ba-
con, served with pico de gallo and shredded 
lettuce; 

-- Summer Dog: a hot dog served with a 
pineapple slaw, BBQ sauce and crispy onion 

Bulletin Board
You may have seen that Sirius XM Radio was recently fined $28 million for making telemar-

keting calls to people on the National Do Not Call Registry.
Yeah, I’ m as shocked as you are. 
There’s still a National Do Not Call Registry? And it actually did something to a violator? 

Wow. Look out your window, there may be unicorns frolicking in the backyard. .	 If I 
sound bitter, it’s because I’m really sick of being pestered by constant telephone calls from 
people who reveal their true intentions by hiding behind fake Caller ID numbers. Like that’s 
a stellar way to gain somebody’s trust. Pretend you live just down the street. Or in the same 
state. Or, for that matter,  the same country.

Sirius XM, by the way, is a subscription radio service that allows you to listen to Gary Lewis 
and the Playboys or the Beachboys or whatever music  you like all day long without commer-
cial interruption. You probably know that already, but I am obliged by the rules of Newspaper 
Journalism 101 to avoid making assumptions that might leave you asking unnecessary ques-
tions. This is in contrast to TV news people (who seem to be mostly former Theater majors) 
who routinely promise to  get back to you sometime in the future when they find out more 
information – like the name of the town they’re reporting from, for instance.  

My big question now is this. If Sirius Radio can get fined millions of dollars for violating a 
Do Not Call List, how is it that “Jason”  gets to call me two or three times a day trying to sell 
me solar panels? Or why  are Becky, or Rachel or Trent allowed to get away with calling from 
a hundred different fake numbers trying to persuade me to buy an overpriced health insur-
ance supplement that will cover all my hospital costs if I get toe fungus? I’m looking at my cell 
phone right now and just yesterday I got 15 calls from somebody named “Potential Spam.” 

Fortunately, if there’s one thing I’m good at, it’s not answering the phone. Long before the 
arrival of Caller ID, I had this revelation that, contrary to popular opinion, you don’t actually 
have to answer the phone every time it rings. You just have to be patient in the knowledge that 
eventually it will stop ringing.

This used to drive my wife nuts. The phone would ring when she was busy with some-
thing and she’d yell out, “Do you want to answer that?” (This was in the early days, before she 
learned to phrase her requests in the form of a direct order.)

“No.” 
“It could be important.”
“Not to me.”
“It might be my mother.”
“I thought you said it could be important.”
“I heard that!”
Of course, now, with Caller ID, she’s come to her senses. There are so many rubbish calls 

that answering each one would be a fulltime job. Now, when the phone rings, whichever one 
of us is closest looks at the Caller ID and shouts out a report, like, “Do you know anybody in 
Omaha, Nebraska?!”

“No.”
“Okay. It’s crap. Don’t answer it.”
It’s a pretty good system. It’s sort of like in the Navy when the ship’s loudspeaker comes 

on and reports, “Attention, all hands! Unidentified aircraft approaching from the starboard 
quarter!”

The difference, of course, is that, unlike the U.S. Navy, we can’t simply blow nuisance callers 
into the Eighth Level of Hell where they rightly belong. 

A pity, really.
	 Jim Hallas

pieces;
-- Garlic Parmesan Brussels Sprouts: Deep-

fried Brussels sprouts coated with garlic par-
mesan sauce, and then dusted with parmesan 
cheese;

-- Hot Honey Pepperoni Pizza Slice: I think 
this is pretty self-explanatory;

-- Donut Chip Nachos: Mini-donuts 
pounded flat and deep fried to a crisp, served 
with nacho cheese, pico de gallo and jalape-
nos;

-- Frycuterie: A wonderful sampler platter 
of deep-fried delights: loaded tater squares 
(filled with cheese and bacon), cheese curds, 
French fries and pickle spears, served with 
“boom boom” sauce and ranch dressing; and 
last but certainly not least:

-- Brownie Sundae: A warm brownie with 
vanilla ice cream topped with chocolate chips, 
caramel sauce and whipped cream. Served in 
a Yard Goats souvenir helmet.

Which of the new offerings look best to 
me? Probably the Cinnamon Roll Burger, the 
Aloha Chicken Sando and of course, the Gar-
lic Parmesan Brussels Sprouts. I love Brussels 
sprouts, and this version has the added bonus 
of being deep-fried and topped with cheese. 
(There go those nutritional benefits.)	

And obviously, if I’m there with a group of 
friends, I need to try the Frycuterie platter.

Speaking of going with a group, the Yard 
Goats this year will have the Goat Feed Bucket 
Family Meal Deal, featuring two hot dogs, two 
burgers and French fries, all loaded up into a 
130-oz souvenir goat feed bucket.

So definitely, head over to Hartford (the 
ballpark is right off the highway), bring your 
appetite and your credit card – and wear some 
elastic-waist pants, just in case. 

* * *
	 See you next week. 

Our American Heritage… Portland BSA Troop 2 recently took a weekend cabin 
camping trip to Camp Resolute in Bolton, Mass. A highlight of the trip was a visit 
to the American Heritage Museum in Hudson, Mass. Troop 2 is active in the Port-
land community and welcomes youth seeking outdoor adventure and leadership 
development.

They Knew Before the Vote
To the Editor:

My name is Michael Dubreuil, and I serve 
on the Colchester Republican Town Commit-
tee. When Republicans became fed up with our 
Board of Education, I led the effort to remove 
every one of them from the 2025 ballot. I took 
the hits for it, and I would do it again.

Because what was happening inside that 
Board was not just disappointing, it was unac-
ceptable.

A well-liked superintendent was pushed out. 
His replacement began installing allies, friends 
and former colleagues, while claiming a “na-
tionwide search.” We were expected to believe 
the best candidate just happened to be someone 
he already knew.

Then came the pattern. Less transparency, 
more control. Freedom of Information issues. 
Public information withheld. Meetings struc-
tured to limit public input. Residents were si-
lenced. And the budget, the document taxpay-
ers rely on, was gutted from over 200 pages to 
about 20.

That was not transparency. Less information. 
Less scrutiny. More spending. That is why I 
acted. But what we have uncovered is far worse.

This was a financial failure that was known 
but not disclosed. A $5 million problem in the 
health insurance reserve. And here is what ev-
ery voter in Colchester should understand. As 
early as April 2025, before last year’s referen-
dum during a municipal election year, Demo-
cratic leadership knew they were not following 
the recommendations of their health insurance 
experts at Lockton.

It’s Not Over Yet
To the Editor:

To my East Hampton neighbors: It’s not done 
yet. 

It’s time for the home team to win one. Knock 
it out of the park.

I ask you to vote ‘yes’ for no sewer expansion.
Lock up 292 West High St. into open space. 
Vote yes, on Tuesday, April 7, at Town Hall.

Douglas Mackeown – East Hampton

Hebron Town Budget
To the Editor:

With respect to the upcoming budget.
I respectfully urge the town to reconsider the 

proposed budget that would result in yet an-
other increase in property taxes. Many residents 
are already feeling the strain of the current eco-
nomic climate, and an additional financial bur-
den will only make it more difficult for families 
to make ends meet.

This impact is especially concerning for our 
senior residents, many of whom live on fixed in-
comes and simply cannot absorb further increases 
in their housing costs. For them, rising property 
taxes are not just an inconvenience – they can 
threaten their ability to remain in their homes.

At the same time, it is troubling to see signifi-
cant salary increases being approved for top ad-
ministrative positions. While I understand the 
importance of fairly compensating staff, these 
decisions should be carefully balanced against 
the financial realities faced by the community 
as a whole.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Ruggiero – Hebron
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21 South Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447
860-295-3939

New Hours: Monday – Friday 9am-3pm

Now Open
5 Days a week 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

Always Accepting
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED,
NON-CORPORATE

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

See Letters, page 6
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

It’s natural for homeowners to want to push the price when selling their home.
After all, if buyers are active and some homes are receiving multiple offers, why not aim 
high and “see what happens”?
The reality is, overpricing often has the opposite effect.
When a home first hits the market, that’s when it gets the most attention. Buyers who 
have been actively searching are quick to notice new listings, and that initial window is 
where the strongest interest typically occurs.
If a home is priced too high, many of those buyers simply move on without ever seeing 
it. Today’s buyers are well-informed and often working within strict budgets. If a home 
doesn’t appear to offer value compared to similar listings, it can be overlooked quickly.
As time goes on, the lack of activity can create a different kind of problem.
Homes that sit on the market longer than expected can begin to raise questions. Buyers 
may assume something is wrong with the property, even if that’s not the case. In many 
situations, the issue is simply pricing.
Eventually, price reductions may be needed to re-engage buyers. But by that point, the 
home has already lost some of its initial momentum. In some cases, it can even sell for 
less than it might have if it had been priced appropriately from the start.
On the other hand, homes that are priced correctly from day one tend to attract stron-
ger interest. In the right conditions, this can lead to multiple offers and better overall 
terms for the seller.
Pricing isn’t about testing the market — it’s about positioning the home to let the mar-
ket respond.
For homeowners preparing to sell, understanding this difference can have a meaningful 
impact on both the timing and the final outcome of the sale.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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Why Overpricing Can Cost Sellers More Than They Realize

Single-Family Homes
• 3 homes sold

• Average sale price: $515,000
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 103%

• Average days on market: 10 days
• Median days on market: 4 days

Results vary by price point, 
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 0 sold 

Patricia Sanford
Licensed Massage Therapist

752 Middletown Rd., Rt 16, Colchester, CT

860.884.7030 RE4-3-26

PETITE SPA OF WELLNESS

11/13 Pickering St. • Portland • 860-342-0612
Open Tues. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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25For All Your 
Outdoor Needs! 

• Carhartt Clothing
• Shorts & Tee Shirts
• Camping Supplies

• Pocket Knives
• Timex Watches
• American Flags
...and so much more!

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

• Probate Litigation 
• Estate Settlement
• Estate Planning
860-430-9272    www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT  06033
ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS
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• Contract Disputes
• Conservatorship
• Wills, Trusts, etc.

End Animal Testing
To the Editor:

As a resident of East Hampton, I am writing 
to bring light to a reality that many in our com-
munity may not be aware of: the ongoing and 
immense suffering of animals in laboratories.

While many of us share our homes with be-
loved pets, thousands of dogs – especially gentle 
beagles – and other animals are subjected to dis-
tressing experiments every day. These animals 
endure procedures like having toxic pesticides 
forced down their throats to test for chemical 
safety. This is not just “science”; it is unneces-
sary cruelty that often fails to accurately predict 
human reactions.

Modern, humane alternatives like human 
cell-based models and advanced computer 
simulations already exist. They are often more 
reliable and faster than animal testing. It is time 
for us to hold agencies like the EPA and FDA 
accountable and demand a faster transition to 
these ethical methods.

I urge my neighbors to join me in speaking 
out against these practices. We must ensure that 
our progress as a society is measured not just by 
our scientific achievements, but by our compas-
sion for those who cannot speak for themselves.

Sincerely,
Chloe Sun – East Hampton

Junior Achievement Day!
To the Editor:

Andover Elementary School recently offered 
our children an unforgettable experience: a full 
morning dedicated to Junior Achievement Day, 
delivered by parents, caregivers, community 
partners & Santander leaders from across Con-
necticut. For a small rural town like ours, this 
was more than a special event — it was a mean-
ingful investment in our children’s civic, social 
& economic futures.

Junior Achievement programs across Con-
necticut are designed to inspire & prepare 
young people for success by strengthening fi-
nancial literacy, work readiness & community 
understanding. Those goals came alive in every 
classroom today. Students from kindergarten 
through sixth grade explored earning, saving, 
spending & giving through handson activities, 
animated videos & engaging stories featuring 
characters Jade & Jack. They learned how strong 
starts, supported families & thriving communi-
ties are built — and how they themselves are 
part of that story.

I was especially proud to help facilitate Junior 
Achievement Day for the third graders, part-
nering with another dedicated parent & sup-
ported by the phenomenal classroom teacher, 
Mrs. Godwin. Together, we watched students 
come alive with curiosity as they connected fi-
nancial concepts to their own lives & communi-
ties. It was a privilege to stand beside them as 
they asked thoughtful questions, shared ideas & 

Keep East Hampton Small
To the Editor:

Over the past month our little town has really 
come together against overdevelopment and 
back-door politics.

We moved here five years ago to raise our 
family. I had never lived here but my wife grew 
up here and has always had very fond memories 
of her little town, she remembers her grandfa-
ther owning the old Heidelberg and spending 
time with him on his farm, which is no longer 
there. She and I decided to move here and have 
not looked back at our old place; we’ve built 
quite a life here. We have met some incredible 
people, like our neighbors and other people in 
town. 

So what I’m asking is that some of our lead-
ers in town government please keep our town 
small and if you wish to live in a city please 
move to one and if you don’t then please keep 
East Hampton small; the majority of us want to 
keep it that way!

Michael Pepin – Middle Haddam

Swap Shack Coming
To the Editor:

The Hebron Green Committee is pleased to 
announce that our 2026 Swap Shack will open 
on Sunday, April 12 at the Hebron Recycling 
Center and Transfer Station on Old Colchester 
Road. We will be open every Sunday, weather 
permitting, hours 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring your 
lightly used (but usable!) items so others can 
make use of them. 

Through our Swap Shack, we have been able 
to recycle probably thousands of items over the 
years and keep them out of the waste stream. 
Please note that certain items such as larger 
pieces of furniture are not accepted as we don’t 
have enough space to accommodate them. Also, 
baby car seats are not accepted as people do not 
take them. 

We look forward to seeing you at The Shack 
this year!

Mike Harder
Hebron Green Committee

Among them was then BOE Chair Donna 
Antonacci, a Republican whom Democrats later 
placed on the Board of Finance. They knew the 
reserve was being mismanaged. They knew the 
numbers did not work. They knew the risk to 
taxpayers. And they said nothing.

They allowed voters to walk into that referen-
dum without the full picture. That is not over-
sight. That is a failure to provide critical finan-
cial information before a vote.

After the referendum, Democrats protected 
their own. They bypassed the Republican Town 
Committee’s nominee for Board of Finance and 
installed Antonacci into a position overseeing 
the town’s finances.

This is what one-party control looks like in 
Colchester. Insiders protecting insiders, infor-
mation controlled, and taxpayers left holding 
the bag.

Colchester residents were not given the full 
picture before a major vote, and now we are fac-
ing the consequences. Millions of dollars will 
have to come from somewhere. From us. And 
now taxpayers are left to pay for what they were 
never told.

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee.

Yellow Envelope
Safety Program 

To the Editor:
In an emergency such as a car accident or 

sudden medical event, first responders often 
have only moments to gather critical informa-
tion. The Yellow Envelope Program is a simple, 
free resource that can help ensure important 
medical details are immediately available when 
they are needed most.

The Yellow Envelope is kept in your vehicle 
and contains essential information such as 
medical conditions, medications, allergies, and 
emergency contacts. This can be especially help-
ful for older adults, individuals with medical 
conditions, or anyone who may have cognitive 
impairments and may not be able to commu-
nicate clearly in a stressful situation. Having 
this information readily available allows first 
responders to provide quicker and more appro-
priate care.

State Rep. Christie Carpino will be joining us, 
along with school administrators who will be 
learning about this important program and how 
it can support students, families, and commu-
nity members who may benefit from additional 
safety measures.

Recognizing that many families and caregiv-
ers may not be able to attend in person, the pre-
sentation will also be live streamed via Zoom to 
ensure accessibility for all.

The Portland Senior Center will host this 
event at the Portland Library, and we would like 
to thank the library for generously providing 
their space, wonderful technology, and the abil-
ity to share the presentation through Zoom so 
more individuals can benefit from this impor-
tant information.

Please join us on April 7th at 1 p.m. to learn 
more about how this simple, no cost tool can 
help protect you or a loved one in a time of crisis. 
This program is free and open to the community.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Director/Municipal Agent

Portland Senior Center

Good News You
Might’ve Missed 

To the Editor:
Everyone is talking about the Board of Edu-

cation budget, so you might have missed that 
Colchester’s town budget is in better shape than 
you might think.

The proposed town budget focuses on what 
matters: maintaining services and funding public 
safety. Anyone who has driven Route 16 knows 
speeding has been a real problem for years. The 
town is already using grants to improve police 
coverage with minimal impact to the budget. 
That’s the kind of practical problem-solving that 
doesn’t always make the front page but matters.

The budget also doesn’t flinch from the hard 
stuff. The Board of Education’s insurance situa-
tion is going to put real pressure on this budget 
season, and the proposed town budget reflects 
that reality.

 A lot of budgets would have looked the other 
way and hoped for the best. This one didn’t.

It’s a serious budget, built by someone who 
has been listening and thinking ahead. Colches-
ter is in good hands.

John Farrell – Colchester 
Note: Farrell is a member of the Colchester 

Democratic Town Committee.

The Challenges are Many
To the Editor: 

The former East Hampton WPCA was com-
prised of volunteers who dedicated our time to 
benefit the town, and took our responsibilities 
to oversee operations of the town’s largest infra-
structure investment very seriously. The chal-
lenges of managing an aging 45-year-old system 
while balancing costs, user fees and potential 
impacts on residents are many. The six members 
had close to 200 years of experience in the wa-
ter/wastewater industries and endeavored to ap-
ply this knowledge apolitically to make system 
operations and badly needed upgrades more 
cost-efficient to minimize impacts on sewer 
user fees. 

We regret and apologize for some statements 
by members made in a few minutes over the 
course of a nearly three-hour long meeting that 
we believe were flippant and not presented in 
full context. If you would listen to that entire 
meeting and other meetings, you would real-
ize that these do not in any way reflect the true 
nature, intent and feelings of the WPCA. They 
would also learn that the WPCA had significant 
reservations on a potential biosolids facility, 
recommended that full due diligence investiga-
tions be pursued and never voted to support it 
or the potential sewer expansion proposal con-
sidered last year. The social media insinuations 
that the appointed WPCA members, who were 
volunteering their time to benefit the Town, 
may be corrupt or in any way benefiting from 
its actions are wrong and mean-spirited. 

The Town Council is facing significant, com-
plex and time-consuming challenges in manag-
ing our aging wastewater system, particularly 
without an experienced Public Utilities Admin-
istrator or knowledgeable WPCA in place. I 
trust that they take these challenges seriously, 
invest the time needed and do not let it fall vic-
tim to local politics. 

Mark Barmasse – East Hampton
Note: Barmasse is former chairman of the East 

Hampton WPCA. 
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Open Easter Sunday 6am-noon
Open Mon.-Fri. 6am - 5pm, Sat. & Sun. 6am - 3pm

Located at 8 Independence Dr., Marlborough
(860) 295-9251

www.marlboroughbakeryandcafe.com

SPRING HOURS: Grill open weekdays til 4pm for Breakfast & Lunch - 
Bakery Open Til 5pm • Saturday and Sunday - Grill & Bakery Open til 3pm.
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SPECIALTIES
BABKA-CHOCOLATE OR CINNAMON OR CHEESE

ZEPPOLI-TRADITIONAL ITALIAN FILLED PASTRIES
BOMBALONE-FLUFFY, RICH, SWEET-FILLED

ITALIAN DOUGHNUTS  JEWISH CHALLAH BREAD
EASTER BREADS & CAKES
MINI EGG-SHAPED CAKE

CUSTARD PIE  RICOTTA PIE
TRADITIONAL ITALIAN EASTER HAM PIE

Happy Easter!
JOIN US THIS

EASTER SEASON.
OUR BAKERY IS 

OVERFLOWING WITH
THE WARMTH, TRADITION

AND SWEETNESS OF
THE HOLIDAY.

Supports School
Consolidation Plan

Dear Portland Residents:
In 2009, as a member of the Portland Board 

of Education, we began a discussion about 
school consolidation by considering the closure 
of Brownstone Intermediate School. A facilities 
study committee was formed and ultimately 
concluded Portland should continue to operate 
three elementary schools. Fast-forward 17 years 
and our community is facing a similar decision, 
but this time after spending nearly five years 
studying and discussing all options to address 
our aging school infrastructure. This included 
two separate school facilities committees, a 
townwide survey, and a failed referendum to 
combine three elementary schools into one. 

The history is long and complex, but Port-
land is now in the strongest position to finally 
“right size” our schools and return nearly a mil-
lion dollars a year in operating cost savings. The 
state reimbursement on this project may be the 
largest we will ever see. This is a $109-million 
project, with a net cost of $41.9 million to the 
town of Portland.

Anyone who has been in our elementary 
schools recently has seen firsthand the need to 
improve the health and safety of our schools 
for students and staff. This is best accomplished 
by supporting a “renovate to new” project for 
Valley View and Gildersleeve, some capital im-
provements at the Middle School/High School 
complex, and the eventual decommission 
and repurposing of Brownstone Intermediate 
School at the end of the project.

I encourage all Portland residents to take the 
time to review the information that is available 
about the school consolidation plan. Currently 
you can access information on the town website 
under the Board of Education, attend an infor-
mational session at Portland Middle School on 
April 6 at 6 p.m. in-person or via Zoom, view 
several videos that have been created on You-
Tube, listen to a podcast with our first select-
man and superintendent of schools, and speak 
with your elected officials, town staff and other 
individuals who have devoted countless hours 
to provide Portland residents with the best plan 
for the future of our schools.

On May 11, Portland residents will vote on a 
bonding question to support the consolidation 
of our elementary schools. Please take the op-
portunity to be an informed voter and consider 
this important investment in our town.

Sincerely,
Andrea Alfano – Portland

Note: Alfano is a member of the Portland 
Board of Selectmen, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

Dementia Talks No. 54
To the Editor:

Two things to share this week.
First, I was reflecting on a conversation I had 

with someone about the number of people that 
are being diagnosed with “early onset” Alzheim-
er’s. The term “early onset” takes on different 
definitions – in this setting it was touching on 
those being diagnosed early in the disease and 
those being diagnosed under the age of 65. 

The person I was in discussion with said “isn’t 
it sad” in reference to the number of people that 
are now saying they are diagnosed early in the 
disease and at younger ages.

My quick response was “no, it is not sad; this 
is great.” It is not an “old person’s disease.” It lives 
within us long before symptoms are noticed. 

Pause, what do you think?
My response was rooted in knowing that 

people are self-advocating, they are not taking 
the response “what you are experiencing is part 
of aging” or “you are stressed and need to man-
age that”. And knowing that there are now diag-
nostics that can be used to rule out Alzheimer’s 
as the cause of someone questioning memory 
loss or diminished cognitive function. And if 

Hebron’s Unsustainable 
Trends

To the Editor:
With Hebron’s budget process nearing anoth-

er milestone, it’s important to keep the focus not 
just on this year’s proposal, but on the longer-
term trends that have brought us here.

Over the past several years, spending in He-
bron has continued to rise, with education bud-
gets accounting for a significant portion of that 
growth. At the same time, enrollment has de-
clined. Staffing levels, however, have increased, 
resulting in fewer students per staff member 
than in prior years.

Too often, our process focuses on incremen-
tal changes, adjusting last year’s budget slightly 
up or down, rather than stepping back and ask-
ing a more fundamental question: are we struc-
turing our budgets in a way that aligns with to-
day’s realities?

A more disciplined approach, similar to 
zero-based budgeting, would encourage us to 

saw themselves reflected in the invested adults 
leading their learning.

As a parent, I sought out a program that 
would engage & empower my children, one that 
would help them understand not only money, 
but also community pride & investment. What 
I witnessed today exceeded every expectation. 
My daughter, & so many of her peers, saw them-
selves reflected in the diverse volunteers & the 
women leading in finance & banking who stood 
at the front of their classrooms. During Wom-
en’s History Month, that visibility carried spe-
cial meaning. Representation is not symbolic; it 
is transformative. Watching young girls light up 
as they learned from women shaping Connecti-
cut’s financial sector was a moment of possibil-
ity & pride.

I extend my deepest gratitude to Santander’s 
AVP Andrea Lopez, Principal Taylor Parker, 
educator Kristina Frazier, proactive dad Louis 
Mendoza, JA Education Manager Susan Lecki, 
the dedicated leadership of AES & the incred-
ible caregivers who volunteered. Their commit-
ment & belief in our children made this JA Day 
not only possible, but powerful.

Doris A. Maldonado Mendez – Andover

Great Work, Portland PD
To the Editor:

I would like to acknowledge the great work of 
Portland Police Department, who were recently 
awarded Connecticut Tier 1 police accredita-
tion at a meeting of the Police Officer Standards 
and Training Council (POSTC) on March 12.

As a recently retired police officer, I am very 
aware of the challenges and issues facing po-
lice departments across the state, and meeting 
police accreditation standards is one of them. 
When the Connecticut General Assembly 
passed Public Act 20-01 “An Act Concerning 
Police Accountability” in 2020, it mandated in 
Section 44 that all Connecticut police depart-
ments achieve accreditation, but did not pro-
vide any funding or supports to assist depart-
ments in this new, mandated requirement, thus 

Thank You, Po
To the Editor:

The Tango2 Research Foundation wishes to 
sincerely thank Po and her staff at Po’s Rice and 
Spice in East Hampton for hosting a fundraiser 
last Thursday at the restaurant. Po donated a 
portion of the day’s earnings to the foundation. 
Together with the support of the community 
over $1,100 was raised. 

Tango2 is a rare genetic disease that affects 
mostly children. These kids battle a mix of neu-
romuscular, cardiac and intellectual issues every 
day. The foundation strives to raise funds to sup-
port the families and ongoing important scien-
tific research. The foundation has a strong group 
of doctors and researchers that are dedicated to 
finding causes and treatments of the disease. 

Supporting this work is so important and is 
why The Foundation truly appreciates people 
like Po and her generosity. Thank you! For more 
information go to Tango2research.org.

Joanne Barmasse, Volunteer
Tango2 Research Foundation

leaving many departments to have to navigate 
this complex process on their own.

The Portland Police Department is unique 
among Connecticut law enforcement units as 
a fully independent police force under First 
Selectman Michael Pelton as head of the law 
enforcement unit, working with Captain Scott 
Cunningham. Such charter-based arrange-
ments are becoming less and less common 
across Connecticut in the 21st century, and 
both First Selectman Pelton and Captain Cun-
ningham should be commended for prioritiz-
ing and achieving Tier 1 accreditation for the 
department.

For a small police department, the Portland 
Police delivers outstanding service to our town, 
with a detective and a K-9 unit, and a patrol di-
vision that demonstrates a solid commitment to 
community policing principles. Please join me 
in congratulating and commending the entire 
Portland Police on achieving state accreditation.

Respectfully,
Matthew Solak – Portland

periodically reassess spending from the ground 
up. Not to reduce quality, but to ensure that re-
sources are aligned with actual needs, enroll-
ment levels, and long-term affordability.

For many residents, the impact of these deci-
sions is not abstract. It shows up in household 
budgets, where rising property taxes must be 
absorbed alongside increasing costs for every-
thing else.

Regardless of the outcome of this year’s bud-
get deliberations, the underlying trends will 
remain. Addressing them will require ongoing 
attention, transparency, and a willingness to ask 
difficult but necessary questions.

I encourage continued community engage-
ment in this process, not just during budget 
season, but throughout the year, so that future 
decisions reflect both our priorities and our ca-
pacity to sustain them.

Rob Poudrier – Amston
Chair, HebronVOICE

the cause is Alzheimer’s there are treatment 
options to slow the progression with the hope 
that new treatment options will be born from 
research that might even slow the progression 
even more…or, we hope, finally stop the pro-
gression all together.

Second, our dementia journey continues. My 
sister and I are grateful we are involved with 
Mom’s journey. That we are here for her, even 
if she doesn’t understand what that means any-
more. We touch her, smile at her, laugh with her, 
hide a tear from her, walk with her, sit with her 
during activities and meals. For someone with 
Alzheimer’s it’s not what you do – it is how you 
do it and how you make them feel. Our faces 
many be changing and unrecognizable to mom 
but our love never will be, it only grows.

May loving kindness guide your path and 
know that you are not alone. 

With much love and peace, 
Tonya Maurer – Amston

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE4-3-26

Family owned & operated

Call or stop in for a menu today!

APRIL SPECIAL!
FISHERMAN’S PLATTER

ALL       FISHES! 

PLENTY FOR 2 PEOPLE!

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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the patio is now open!

Live Music
w/Matt Sperzel &
Drink Specials

Thurs. 4/9
5-8 p.m.
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See Letters, page 14

Fresh, Organic Produce, Dairy Products,
Olive Oils & Balsamics, Baked Goods,
Coffee & Tea, and so much more!

Check our Facebook page for upcoming events!

Located at 582 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
 860-537-4798  goodearthgiftandgarden@gmail.com
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6 Spring Flowers Sip & Paint
Join Salem ArtSpace at

Good Earth Gift and Garden
for a Sip & Paint Benefit!
15% of proceeds will go to

Colchester Youth & Social Services
Fri. April 17, 6-9pm

$40 includes instructions and materials
Templates available, no talent required.

Food available Tuesday-Thursday 4-10pm Fri+Sat 4-11pm
Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm - $100 off all Drinks & fooD

DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close 
Live Entertainment Sat. April 4, 9pm Local Hebron Band “Weekend on Wednesday”

R
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554 Church St. Amston,CT.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Closed Sundays

Free Pool
Tuesday & Wednesday
3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light 
16oz. Drafts

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE4-3-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, April 3rd “The Teals”
Friday, April 10th “Blue Mountain Haze”

Friday, April 17th “Davey Blues”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

Failed Leadership 
To the Editor:

What is leadership? Depending on the situa-
tion, you could get a dozen different answers. In 
some cases it is about vision. In others it is about 
decisiveness. But no matter the context, there 
are a few constants that never change. Leader-
ship requires honesty. It requires accountability. 
And above all, it requires a willingness to put 
the people you represent ahead of yourself.

When it comes to elected officials, leadership 
should mean exactly that. Which is why what 
we have seen with the health reserve fund is so 
deeply troubling. Because it reflects the exact 
opposite.

We now know that those in charge were aware 
the schools were not following the recommend-
ed funding levels provided by our highly paid 
and prestigious insurance broker. That was not 
a minor oversight. That was a conscious choice. 
And instead of correcting it or even being hon-
est about it, they allowed it to continue while the 
public was kept in the dark.

It gets worse. Many of our elected leaders, in-
cluding First Selectman Bernie Dennler, knew 
there were serious issues and that a forensic au-
dit was coming. Yet at the same time, they were 
asking residents to approve another $20 million 
in spending at referendum. That is not leader-
ship. That is dishonesty at best, and deceit at 
worst.

I served on the Board of Selectmen for two 
years. I was not perfect. Not even close. But 
every decision I made was guided by one prin-
ciple: do what I believe is best for the people of 
this town. I understood that I worked for you. I 
needed you; you did not need me.

What we are seeing now is the opposite. Deci-
sions are being made that clearly benefit politi-
cal allies and personal friends, while the conse-
quences are pushed onto taxpayers. The result is 
a failed reserve fund, no meaningful account-
ability, and now insanely higher taxes to clean 
up the mess. Their decisions, our burden. And 
all while Bernie and Superintendent Sullivan 
collect substantial raises.

This is not complicated. When leaders know 

Sound Thinking
To the Editor:

Hebron is building a new Public Works facil-
ity and the latest ideas are great:

- Catch basins associated with snow melt that 
treat the runoff before it’s discharged.

- Radiant floor heating, in the mechanic bay.
- Solar power (or at least discussing it).
- Weigh stations for bulky waste drop off.
- Covers on bulky waste containers.
- A mezzanine for additional storage.
- Recycling truck wash water. (See industrial 

oil separators and gray water recycling online).
- While the Eversource land is not included, 

at this time, perhaps it will be at a future date. As 
complicated as that property is, it still acts as a 
nice natural buffer for the facility, as far as acci-
dental spills and privacy, but it also has potential 
for open land and a small amount of room for 

Listen to the Taxpayers
To the Editor:

Process. Institutions. Time and inertia. That 
need to do things because it’s the way we’ve al-
ways done them.

I’m beginning to get the feel that Hebron, 
Eastern CT, the state of Connecticut have 
worked strenuously for decades to achieve a 
given way of living. An equitable place to live. 
And I believe the entities were achieving their 
goals. It worked until it didn’t. The system, the 
goals, were set in a different economic time.

For Hebron, especially, the upwards trajec-
tory of the town ended with the housing crash 
of 08. But the systems, philosophy, town mores 
set in motion in the previous three decades did 
not change.

I think we hope that our previous aspirations 
are still obtainable, and we seem to be trying to 
lessen, with stop gap measures, the impacts of 
declining infrastructure, flat grand lists and se-
niors crying for relief.

When the citizens of the RHAM district de-
feated the athletic fields bond referendum in 
2021, the RHAM devised strategies to pay for 
the repairs. This strategy was presented in the 
April public budget hearing in 2022. The board 
and superintendent were questioned along the 
lines of: so the voters declined to pass the bond 
so you’ll figure a different way for the taxpayers 
to pay for it. The answer was yes.

I am not exactly sure of how, but RHAM 

Please Do the Right Thing
To the Editor:

We have recently learned that those we trust 
to represent our interest are not always true 
to their word or their oaths of office. We have 
paid very high taxation without representation, 
and are tired of leaders ignoring constituents’ 
desires. Given the climate we live in its hard 
to trust anyone to keep their word. It has been 
proposed by town officials of East Hampton to 
purchase the property at 292 West High Street. 
Once again it falls on taxpayers to stand up and 
check this out to make sure we are watching 
those put in charge. 

The plan is to make this land now qualify as 
open space, a buffer between the waste water 
plant and neighboring homes. That sounds good 
at first glance. We have been left with trust issues 
after the reveal of secret meetings and the claims 
that those in charge of paying attention and 
keeping us informed have let us down. Did you 
tell us you were not aware of a two-year plan to 
welcome heavy industry into town and the initial 
plan to buy this land was not for expansion of 
the WPCA? Maybe we should inspect this town 
purchase one more time to see if it’s in our best 
interest? Buying the land and saying it is open 
space is not enough when time proven incidents 
show that space buffers are only secure as open 
space for a short to medium time frame. People 
come and go and things change and this land 
needs permanent protection so nothing like this 
happens again. Land preservation decisions can 
be reversed through future legal process. 

The answer to this seems to be allowing the 
town to purchase the land under the condition of 
guaranteeing its permanent protection by plac-
ing it into a Conservation Land Trust. This plan 
would hold the Trust to monitor and enforce re-
strictions; the land would now be under lock and 
key helping the tax paying public to reduce their 
trust anxieties. I am requesting that this land 
purchase issue become a permanent protection 
issue by turning the property over to the Middle-
sex Land Trust. Please do the right thing.

Many thanks,
Deborah F. Rindge – Cobalt 

there is a problem, hide it, and then ask the 
public for more money anyway, they forfeit the 
right to our trust. When they refuse to take re-
sponsibility and instead pass the cost onto tax-
payers, they forfeit the right to our confidence. 
And when they continue to reward themselves 
despite their failures, they forfeit the right to call 
themselves leaders at all.

Jason LaChapelle – Colchester
Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Colches-

ter Republican Town Committee. 

plans on doing these repairs soon, I believe. I 
never really understood the financial ins and 
outs of the bookkeeping, but I believe the phi-
losophy and strategy of achieving institutional 
goals grew over the years of good tidings and 
never changed once money became tight.

It is questionable if this philosophy can be 
defined as good governance. Time will tell on 
that. But I’m thinking the rules set in place to 
achieve goals such as new ball fields after a de-
feated bond issue are complicated and easily 
broached or not understood. And this would 
fall into my bucket of stop-gap measures men-
tioned above.

This particular project may not be the cause 
of the recently released letter on excess funding 
being missed. But this particular process shows 
that institutions using quickly thought up strat-
egies that have complicated rules associated 
may not be doing the wise thing.

I actually think it might be wiser, from now 
on, to listen to the taxpayers.

Terry McManus – Hebron

Sunday Brunch
Saturday Night  Live Music (no cover)

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT | (860)531-9160

Served 11am  til 3pm

Friday Night 4/3 “DJ Sad Boy”  
Saturday Night 4/4 “Famous Jane”  
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

C
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Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907 
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457 

Route 217 ( East Street, Westfield) midway between Route 66 and 372
Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372

SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages

10:45 am Morning Worship
7:00 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent • Bible Centered • Christ Exalting
Contact us if you are interested in a free Bible

correspondence course.
BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day.

BIBLELINE for CHILDREN:Call 1-800-368-1115

WHO Really
Crucified Christ?
All are involved as can be noted in the following:
1. GOD THE FATHER was involved because in

His perfect plan He determined that the only
solution must involve His Holy Person. God
must step into humanity and be the perfect Saviour.
“I, even I, am the LORD, and beside Me there is no Saviour...
and there is no God else beside Me, a just God and a Saviour, there is
none beside Me” (Isaiah 43:11; 45:21). “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son...” ( John 3:16). “Him, being delivered by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and
by wicked hands have crucified and slain” (Acts 2:23). It pleased the
Father to bruise His Son on the cross so that sinful men might be saved
(Isaiah 53:10).

2. JESUS CHRIST voluntarily “gave His life” and “laid down His life” so that
all may be saved who place their complete trust in Him. “No man taketh it
(My life) from Me, but I lay it down of Myself; I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it again” (John 10:11, 15, 17, 18).

3. THE DEVIL played a major role in the crucifixion: “And supper being
ended, the DEVIL having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray Him.” John 13:2

4. PILATE the governor played a part because “he delivered Him to be
crucfied.” Matthew 27:26

5. THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS persuaded the multitudes and they
all cried out, “Let Him be crucified!” Matthew 27:20, 22, 23

6. THE ROMANS crucified Christ because they nailed Him to the cross.
Matthew 27:27, 31, 35

7.WE ALL MADE NECESSARY THE
CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST!

For God, in His great love and grace, determined to save that which sin ruined.
It was because of our sins that He suffered and bled and died. God, knowing
our HELPLESS and HOPELESS condition, showed His mercy by giving His
Son, even to the point of death on the cross, making it possible to save us.
Christ perfectly took the penalty for our sins:

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on Him THE INIQUITY OF US ALL” (Isaiah 53:6).
“But God commendeth HIS LOVE toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
CHRIST DIED FOR US” (Romans 5:8). “For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
“For Christ also hath once SUFFERED FOR SINS, the Just (Christ) for the unjust
(that’s us), that He might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18).

Yes, the LOVE OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS is able to reach us. God has GOOD
NEWS for every hearing heart. God has issued His ROYAL, and RIGHT invitation
for every heart to place its whole condition, course and cure upon WHO HE
IS and WHAT HE HAS DONE – His death, burial and resurrection. You cannot
enjoy the message and meaning of the Resurrection, its glorious HOPE and
its immediate HELP, apart from a saving relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.
“BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).

We invite you to come and learn of a CRUCIFIED and RISEN SAVIOUR!

860-344-1103

Sunday:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages

10:45 am Morning Worship
6:30 pm Evening Worship

Wednesday:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent • Bible Centered • Route 66 and 372

Contact us if you are interested in a free Bible 
correspondence course/

BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 
24 hours a day.

BIBLE LINE FOR CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103
CIT4-2-26

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 5/15/26 04
02

26

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th 

Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at 
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9 
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will 
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of 
2026’s Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-

mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, Bev-
erly Chester, Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Richard 
Kearney, Nancy McKinstry Roch, Richard Pa-
woiczik, Mark Pierini, Maureen Robinson Jor-
dan, or Thomas Savage is asked to email Mary 
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com 
or message her on Facebook: Portland high 
class 76.

Classmates can also verify current contact 
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz. 

Historical Society Selling Yard Goats Tickets
The Portland Historical Society invites all to 

buy tickets for the Hartford Yard Goats game at 
Dunkin’ Park on Sunday, June 14 at 1:10 p.m., 
as part of a fundraiser. Kids can run the bases 
after the game.

Tickets are still available and an evening pop-
up sale will happen next Tuesday, April 7, at the 
Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 

History at 492 Main St. from 6-7 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 each and can be paid for by cash or 
check. If you would like to pay by credit/debit 
card during the pop-up, there will be an addi-
tional $1 charge for each ticket.

Ticket purchases are part of a fundraising cam-
paign to rebuild the historic 1841 Gildersleeve 
Store on the grounds of the museum. For further 
information, contact Babs at 860-342-4573.

First Congregational Church News
The First Congregational Church of Portland, 

UCC, located at 554 Main St., invites all to cel-
ebrate Easter this Sunday, April 5. 

The first worship experience begins at 7:30 
a.m. with the church’s Sonrise service, where we 
will gather outdoors by the gazebo. Then at 10 
a.m. there will be a traditional Easter worship 
service with scripture, sermon, and special mu-
sic. Children are invited to remain in worship, 

which will include a puppet conversation dur-
ing the children’s message. Nursery care will be 
available for infants through preschoolers. 

Following the service, children will enjoy an 
Easter Egg Hunt; adults who like candy are wel-
come to join in. 

For more information, call 860-342-3244 or 
visit firstchurchportlandct.org.

POCD Surveys
All Portland residents recently received a 

large postcard in the mail with the survey infor-
mation for the Portland Plan of Conservation 
and Development Update, and for the Future 
Downtown Portland and Riverfront Master-
plan.

The two committees working on these plans 

are interested in feedback, as they said they are 
striving to have both plans reflect residents’ pri-
orities and visions. Residents are asked to com-
plete the surveys by either using the QR codes 
found on the postcard, or visiting bit.ly/4arlcZh

For more information or assistance, contact 
the Portland planning office at 860-342-6727. 

PVFD Easter Plant Sale
Portland Volunteer Fire Department Compa-

ny No. 3 hold its annual Easter plant sale Friday, 
April 3, from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturday, April 
4, from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. They will be located on 
Main Street next to the Portland Police Depart-
ment at the arch pavilion.

Exchange Club Food Drive 
 The Portland Exchange Club will be at Ad-

ams Hometown Market on Saturday, April 4, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., collecting cash donations 
to benefit Portland Food Bank. 

The cash donations will allow the Food Bank 
to purchase items that are needed the most. 
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SPRING IS HERE! SCHEDULE YOUR 
SPRING VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.
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26Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 4/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check 
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

Expert Tesla Service!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, April 3, for Good Friday.

Passport to Connecticut Libraries Pro-
gram: Celebrate National Library Week all 
month, with the Passport to Connecticut Li-
braries Program. To participate, start at the 
Portland Library to pick up your Passport and 
collect your first stamp. Then take your Passport 
along as you visit as many of the participating 
public libraries in our state and collect a stamp 
from each one throughout April. If you visit at 
least five libraries, and then hand your passport 
back in here at Portland Library (due back by 5 
p.m. on Monday, May 11) you have the chance 
to win a prize from the CT Library Association!

Children’s Programs: Colonial Kids: Thurs-
days at 3:30 p.m. April 9, 23 and 30, for grades 
K-5. Explore the food, games and crafts of your 
colonial kid ancestors. You’ll make your own 
butter, cranberry sauce and johnny cakes. From 
button spinners to cup-and-ball toys, this pro-
gram offers a glimpse of what fun was had with 
limited resources and your imagination.

Downtown Portland Bird Buddies Scaven-
ger Hunt: Take a chance to win a bird nesting 
ball! Stop by the library anytime between April 
13-17 during open hours to pick up your in-
structions and punch card. Bird nesting balls 
are one per family while supplies last. Nesting 
balls were donated by the Community Founda-
tion of Middlesex County.

Escape from the Oval Office Escape Room: 
Tuesday, April 14. Time slots are between 11 
a.m. and 5 p.m. The president of the United 
States accidentally left a copy of his White 
House speech on his desk in the Oval Office. 
As a White House intern, it’s your job to pick it 
up and bring it to him. Except when you get to 
the Oval Office, the door locks behind you. Can 
you find the secret codes you need to unlock 
the office and get out in time to bring the presi-
dent his speech? Gather a team of friends and 
families (all ages welcome!) and sign up for a 
40-minute time slot to participate. Registration 
opens Monday, March 30, at 10 a.m.

Cardboard Creations: Thursday, April 16, 
1-3 p.m., for grades K-5. The library will have 
a variety of boxes and child-safe cardboard cut-
ters, scorers, and screws and screwdrivers avail-
able to help kids make cardboard box creations. 
No registration required; just drop in. 

Family Craft Night: Terracotta Bumble 
Bees: Monday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m. Turn regu-
lar terracotta pots into the sweetest bumble bees 
you’ve ever seen. This activity has steps that are 
appropriate for all ages, but a parent or guardian 
must be with children to help with supervision. 
Registration opens Monday, March 30, at 10 a.m.

Nutmeg Voting: This is the only book award 
in the state where kids pick the winner. Stop 

into the library or your school media center to 
vote on the 2026 Nutmeg Nominees by April 
30. Nominees have been divided into four cat-
egories: Elementary (Grades 2-3), Intermediate 
(Grades 4-6), Middle School (Grades 7-8), and 
High School (Grades 9-12). Visit the Portland 
Library website for a complete list of nominees. 
Winners will be announced May 15, and next 
year’s nominees will be announced May 1.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit – Youth Art 
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in 
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit 
runs through April 18.

Revolutionary War Workshop: Saturday, 
April 11, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This is a work-
shop to help you find your Revolutionary War 
ancestor. Download and fill out the pedigree 
chart attached to the calendar entry on the li-
brary website to prepare for the workshop. Reg-
istration required.

Butterflies and Raptors of the Portland 
Fairgrounds: Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m. Mi-
chael Beck, wildlife photographer, and local 
naturalist Beau Doherty will show photographs 
and talk about birds of prey and butterflies 
found at the old Portland Fairgrounds and adja-
cent field. The presentation will be 40 minutes, 
with a Q and A after. Registration required. 

Portland Library Seed Volunteer Work Ses-
sion: Thursday, April 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lead 
volunteer (and library board member) Melissa 
Kelley will run this volunteer work session. 
Help is needed to sort and repackage the do-
nated seeds for our seed library and packaging 
up the “One Seed, One Community” sunflower 
seeds. Registration is not required, but it is help-
ful to have your contact info in the event that we 
need to change the date for any reason.

Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers: 
Crime Writers Reveal Their Secrets: Saturday, 
April 25, 1-2:30 p.m. In celebration of National 
Library Week (April 19-25) the Connecticut 
chapter of Sisters in Crime will host a panel of 
crime writers: Sharon Dukett, Christine Fal-
cone, Kathryn Orzech, and Ang Pomano. There 
will be time at the end of the presentation for 
the authors to meet audience members and sign 
their books. Registration required.

Adult Craft: Calligraphy That Inspired a Na-
tion: Learn to Write Your Name Like John Han-
cock: Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m. Calligrapher 
Debby Reelitz will present. Participants will get 
the opportunity to write in script, use a dip nib 
and ink and scribe a line from the Declaration of 
Independence. Registration is required and opens 
Wednesday, April 1, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
April 7, 1 p.m. James by Percival Everett will be 
discussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tues-
day, April 21, 1 p.m. A Drink Before the War by 
Dennis Lehane will be discussed. 1st Thursday 
Night Book Club: Thursday, May 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Once We Were Home by Jennifer Rosner will be 
discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, April 29, 1 p.m. Hamnet 
(2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is 
125 minutes. 

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs
Applications are now available for a $500 

scholarship offered by the Portland Garden 
Clubs.

The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of 
Portland and has been accepted at an accred-
ited college or post-secondary school and plans 
to pursue a major in one of the following fields: 
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation, 
environmental studies, forestry, horticulture, 
land management, landscape design, plant pa-
thology or allied subject. Applicants must have 
a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds 
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden 
Club. A review committee will consider the ap-
plicant’s academic record, ability to articulate 
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

Application and letters of recommendations 
need to be submitted to the applicant’s Guid-
ance or Counseling Department or emailed to 
sueanderson06480@aol.com or portlandriver-
valleygc@gmail.com before April 20. 

Soccer Club Spring Registration
Portland Soccer Club (PSC) will accept 

Club-Recreational registration for the spring 
soccer season until April 11. Registrations 
will only be accepted online, at www.blue-
sombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub.

Cost per registrant is $100, and the sched-
ule is: Pre-K sessions: 8:45-9:30 a.m. (Satur-
day only); Dribbler sessions: 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
(Saturday only); Kicker sessions: 9:15-10:15 
a.m. (Saturday Games & Practice -Wednes-
days)

Dribbler and Kicker divisions will receive 
team shirts.  Pre-K division will receive Team 
shirts and balls.  These will be available for 

distribution on Friday, April 17, from 5:45-7 
p.m., at the recreational complex.

The Club-Recreational program will run 
eight weeks, from April 18-June 13; there is 
no Rec Soccer during Memorial Day week-
end (May 23). All games will take place at the 
Recreational Complex.

For more information, contact club presi-
dent Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.
com or 205-999-8842; vice president Chris 
Donahue at donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 
860-638-7400; or registrar Anne Whalen at 
awhalen34@yahoo.com or 860-690-3414.

Brush Pick-Up
The Portland Public Works Department will 

conduct a brush pickup beginning Monday, 
April 6. All brush must be at the curb no later 
than April 5. 

The Highway Department uses a clamshell 
bucket attached to its loader to load piles of 
brush that are too large for workers to load by 
hand. Brush pickup takes approximately one 
month and starts downtown and works to rural 
areas.

Residents are asked to leave enough room for 
the equipment to operate. Place your brush at 
least five feet away from your garbage container 
and other potential obstacles such as mailboxes, 

fences, walls, water meters, telephone connec-
tion boxes and parked vehicles. Avoid placing 
brush under low-hanging tree limbs or power 
lines. Brush will not be collected if it is inacces-
sible.

You can stack your piles of brush end to end 
or on top of one another (not tangled). All 
brush needs to be cut to appropriate lengths (6 
to 8 feet) and limbs must be no larger than 4” 
in diameter.

Please place only true brush at the curb. Lum-
ber, construction material and/or leaves will not 
be picked up if placed at curbside.

Brownstone Quorum Annual Meeting
The 2026 Brownstone Quorum Annual Meet-

ing will be held Sunday, April 26, at 2 p.m., at 
the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave. 

After a short meeting to elect officers and an-
nounce awards, The Brownstone Quorum and 
the Portland Historical Society will host a talk 
by Beau Doherty. Doherty will share examples 

of notable birds, trees, plants and pollinators 
observed in the riparian habitat of Riverfront 
Park following removal of invasive species by 
the Brownstone Quorum.

All are invited. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Book your Spring quote now!
Mention Sudoku and

receive a 10% discount!
CALL TODAY!
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Church Presentation on John Hall Sage
All are invited to Trinity Church, 345 Main 

St., on Sunday, April 12, at 11:30 a.m., for a 
special presentation by local naturalist Beau 
Doherty and Dr. Erin Kuprewicz of the Con-
necticut State Museum of Natural History at the 
University of Connecticut.

This program will explore the life and legacy 
of John Hall Sage (1847–1925), a noted Portland 
native and U.S. ornithologist, highlighting his 
scientific contributions, his 1913 work Birds of 

Connecticut, and his faithful service to Trinity 
Church as a parishioner and vestry member.

The presentation will also look at how Port-
land’s bird populations and landscape have 
changed since Sage’s time, including examples 
from UConn’s 5,000-bird collection.

A brief tour of items referenced in Sage’s Me-
morials and Other Gifts in Trinity Church will 
follow. Light refreshments will be provided. All 
are welcome.

Registration Continues for Town-Wide Tag Sale
The Portland Historical Society’s 30th annual 

Town-Wide Tag Sales Day will be on Saturday, 
May 9 – rain or shine. Online registration and 
payment for tag sales are still open. 

To register, visit www.portlandhistsoc.com 
and click on the link (the big yellow banner), 
and then just follow the directions. Registration 
sheets are also available in the barrel at the Ruth 
Callander House Museum of Portland History, 
located at 492 Main St., as well as on the society 
website. Completed paper registrations along 
with payment should be mailed to the society at 
P.O. Box 98, Portland, CT 06480. 

The fee to register is $25 and all registrations 
must be received by Sunday, April 26. Portland 
residents who sign up will be assigned a spot on 
the society’s official Tag Sale Map issued for that 
day listing the sale locations and types of items 
featured at each one. Each registered tag sale 
will be marked with a numbered pole sign cor-
responding to sale locations on the map. 

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main 
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to 
maintain the museum and to further the mis-
sion to collect, preserve and share Portland’s 
history.

Trinity Episcopal News
 Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

Holy Week Schedule:  Good Friday, 4/3 
– Stations of the Cross on the Brownstone 
Green at noon, and Good Friday service at 6 
p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church; Easter Vigil on 
4/4 at 7 p.m. at Church of the Holy Trinity in 
Middletown; Easter Sunrise Service on 4/5 at 

First Congregational Church at 7:30 a.m., and 
Easter Sunday service at 9:30 a.m.

The church is open for prayer and meditation, 
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions 
are held at this time as well; all are welcome. 

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for 
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society
The Portland Historical Society is counting 

down the days to its 30th annual Town-Wide 
Tag Sale Day, which will be held (rain or shine) 
Saturday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Due to the anticipated re-construction of the 
1841 Gildersleeve Store, the Historical Society 
will not be holding its own tag sale that directly 
benefits the society. Therefore, the society will 
not be collecting items this year. 

However, on Tag Sale Day the society will 
have a Bake Sale of homemade goodies on the 
porch of the Callander House. Members and 
friends of the society will be baking before Sat-
urday and packaging their specialties for this 
sell-out sale.

Volunteers are needed to make this day a suc-

cess – particularly folks who can spare an hour 
or two on Thursday, May 7 and/or Saturday, 
May 9. Help is needed delivering tag sale poles 
on Thursday after 3 p.m. and collecting poles on 
Saturday after 2:30 p.m. Delivery/pickup works 
best if you work in pairs — a driver and some-
one to jump out of the car to deliver the pole to 
the door along with a bag of supplies. Approxi-
mately 140 poles will need to be delivered on 
Thursday and collected on Saturday. People are 
usually given a batch of 10 poles to deliver — a 
pickup truck, SUV or a vehicle with back seats 
that fold down works well.

For more information about volunteering, 
call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThistory@
gmail.com.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children 
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet  the first and 
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15 
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane 
at 860-342-0658. 

Good Friday Service: April 3 at 6 p.m. 
Easter Sunday Celebration: April 5 at 9 a.m.
Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 

year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is April 6.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 4/6: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 4/7: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – to donate light fleece for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809; 
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; 
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: meatloaf 
with gravy, mashed potatoes, steamed carrots, 
peach cup, string cheese; Coupons for Troops, 
1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., 
fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 4/8: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-Hook-
ing, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m. 

Thursday, 4/9: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill 
out form). Menu: turkey meatballs, ziti with 
marinara, mixed veggies, roll and butter, string 
cheese, apple; Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; 
Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 4/10: 4/10: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m., $5 donation to instructor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free. Monday April 6: Lunch & 
Learn with Heritage Commons, noon. . Learn 
about the day programs and independent living 
community at Heritage Commons. 

 Tuesday, April 7: At 1 p.m., state Rep. Chris-
tie Carpino (R-32) will explain the Yellow Enve-
lope Initiative, a voluntary program designed to 
help people with disabilities feel safe and heard 
when interacting with first responders. The pro-
gram will be held in the Mary Flood room at 
Portland Library. Participants may also attend 
via Zoom; go to portlandct.org/zoom and click 
“zoom A.” 

 Wednesday, April 8: The workshop SMP 
Medicare Fraud, Abuse & Errors will be held by 
Senior Resources Agency on Aging at 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 9: Sweet Treats and Conver-

sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m.  This 
month’s community leaders are Lou Pear and 
Rosario Rizzo with the Air Line Trail Steering 
Committee and Senior Center Walking Club. 

Thursday, April 9: The Heart of Health & 
Community Wellness Series. This free event 
features a blood pressure clinic from 10:45-
11:45 a.m. and Chatting with Chatham Health 
wellness presentation about The Importance of 
Sleep at 11:15 a.m. Don’t forget to sign up for 
the Congregate Meal at noon. (Must sign up by 
noon the day before to attend lunch; suggested 
donation is $3 for meal, must fill out form.)

 Friday, April 10: Family History FUN with 
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, April 13: AARP Safe Driving 
Course, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  When you take this 
course, you could be eligible for a 5% discount 
on your auto insurance. This course teaches 
proven driving techniques to help keep you and 
your loved ones safe on the road. Refreshments 
will be provided. Course cost is $20 for AARP 
members, $25 for non-members (payable to the 
instructor the day of, by cash or check). 

Monday, April 13: Bingo with Sean from 
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 15: Lunch at Sans Souci. 
Leave the center at 11:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride 
fee; pay for your own meal. 

Thursday, April 16: Drumming Circle class, 
2-3 p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. A $5 donation goes to the food 
bank. 

 Monday, April 20: Shopping Trip to Old 
Lyme: Big Y and Four Mile River Farm followed 
by lunch at Hideaway. Leave the center at 10 
a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

Wednesday, April 22: Horizon Wings Raptor 
and Rehabilitation Education Program, 1 p.m. 
Experience the thrill of being up close to a mag-
nificent eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl. 

Monday, April 27: Monthly technology 
workshop, 11 a.m. The topic for this session will 
be understanding and using AI in everyday life 
for seniors.

Monday April 27: Hair by Jessica. Men’s/
women’s shampoos, cuts and styling are offered. 
Call Jessica to make an appointment at 860-751-
9215 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Fly Like an Eagle… Troop 2 held a Court of Honor ceremony recently to recognize 
Logan Prince for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. The creation of a cement pad and 
the installation of octagonal picnic tables to create a picnic area behind the Portland 
Senior Center was Logan’s Eagle Scout project. Troop 2 is active in the Portland com-
munity and welcomes youth seeking outdoor adventure and leadership development.

Exchange Club Offering Scholarship
The Portland Exchange Club is offering its 

John W. Goodrich Memorial Scholarship to 
a Portland resident senior who is going on to 
higher education.

Community service is what the Exchange 
Club is all about. The Exchange is looking for 
students to provide the committee with a short 
essay describing their community service and 

its impact on the community. Other secondary 
factors we consider are good academic achieve-
ment and participation in extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

Application forms can be downloaded from 
the Portland Exchange website at www.portlan-
dexchange.org/john-w-goodrich-scholarship. 
The deadline for applications is April 18.

Clothing Drive Fundraiser for Project Grad

PHS Sophomore Auction
The Portland community is invited to attend 

an evening of raffles and fundraising at the an-
nual Sophomore Auction at Portland High 
School Thursday, April 30. The event will begin 
with a silent auction at 6 p.m., followed by a live 
auction at 7 p.m. 

Attendees will have the chance to bid on a 
wide variety of items and experiences donated 

by local businesses and community members. 
Auction items include specialty baskets, ski 
passes, driving classes, sporting events, theater 
tickets, and more. Admission is free. 

Proceeds from the event will support the 
Portland High School class of 2028, helping 
fund class activities such as their senior trip and 
prom.

There will be Clothing Drive Fundraiser 
next month to benefit Portland High School 
Class of 2026 Project Graduation. 

In honor of Earth Day, organizers are col-
lecting all clothing items (all seasons), stuffed 
animals, towels, sheets, pillowcases, and bi-
cycles, as well as accessories like belts, hats, 
scarves, handbags, and gloves. Please note that 
shoes should be placed a separate bag, and pil-
lows or comforters cannot be accepted. Please 
put everything in a plastic bag; no boxes.

You can drop off your donations at the 

Portland High School bus loop all day on 
Monday, April 27, and on Tuesday, April 28, 
until 3 p.m.; look for the drop-off sign. Or-
ganizers can also pick up bags directly from 
peoples’ homes. To schedule a specific date 
and time for a curbside pickup, please email 
us at phs26projectgrad@yahoo.com. 

This fundraiser benefits Project Gradua-
tion: all proceeds raised go towards providing 
PHS seniors with a safe, drug free and alco-
hol-free celebration on graduation night.  

Grange in Town-Wide Tag Sale
Hemlock Grange in Portland is again par-

ticipating in the town-wide tag sale on Saturday, 
May 9. 

Individuals may join the tag sale and have 
a space in the parking lot. Individuals need to 
provide their own table. Fee is $10.

The Grange will also accept donations of 
many items, including small workable appli-
ances. No furniture or clothes will be accepted. 

Someone will be at the Grange Hall on Friday, 
May 8, starting at 1 p.m., to accept donations. 
The hall will be open in the afternoon and eve-
ning. Hemlock Grange is located at 17 Sage 
Hollow Rd.

For more information, call Betty Jane at 860-
267-7512. Leave your name and number and 
your call will be returned.
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ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  

Cars
• Light Trucks
• 4x4
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prices!
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

RE4-26-24

Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide

You the Best Dentistry

Youth Wrestler Wins New England Title
By Josh Howard

Julian Fontanez, a 7th grader at Portland 
Middle School, has been making a name for 
himself in the wrestling community, both lo-
cally and beyond.

In March, Fontanez became a two-time re-
gional champion by winning the 165 lbs. title in 
the 12U Open at the Youth New England Wres-
tling Championships, which was held in Fitch-
burg, Mass. 

Fontanez, who wrestles for Overcomer Train-
ing Center (OTC) out of Middletown, pinned 
Rhode Island’s Desmond Vota Cranston in the 
championship clincher. 

In his journey to the title bout, Fontanez 
eliminated Caden Cook by technical fall (17-0) 
in the first round, AJ Lafferty by technical fall 
(16-1) in the quarterfinals, and then pinned Jay-
son Payero Jr. in the semifinals. 

After competing and placing as the runner-up 
at New England championships a year ago, the 
12-year-old grappler said he was more comfort-
able this year, but remained a “little nervous” as 
he aimed to finish the job this year.

In 2025, Fontanez won a 12U title in Con-
necticut before placing second overall at New 
Englands. 

A year earlier, Fontanez competed in 10U, 
placing fifth in state before winning his first 
Youth New England title in 2024.

His success at the regional level can be attrib-
uted to his stiff competition locally. In Connect-
icut, youth wrestlers often compete against op-
ponents older than them and once regionals roll 
around the qualifying Connecticut wrestlers are 
pitted against people their own age. 

Because of his success in-state, Fontanez 
said that he came into this year’s New England 
championship brimming with confidence and 
said his coaches at OTC — which include Mark 
Fong, Josh Fontanez, and John Brown — help 
put him in position to be successful.   

Fontanez first started wrestling at the age of 
seven, following in the footsteps of his uncle, 
Josh, who wrestled in college and is now one of 
his coaches. 

The young grappler noted that it’s the physi-
cality of the sport that he likes the most, stating, 

“I like to tackle people.”
His grandfather, Jose Fontanez, said he has 

seen his grandson grow leaps and bounds over 
the last few years, stating, “His confidence has 
just gone through the roof when he steps on the 
mat.”

“He has made tremendous improvement,” 
added Jose Fontanez. “He is the type of person 
that can see somebody do something and dupli-
cate it instantly – it’s amazing.” 

Following his latest triumph, the two-time re-
gional champ will now prepare for his next chal-
lenge where he has been asked to be part of the 
CT National Team that will compete in Florida 
this summer. 

It will be the biggest test yet for Fontanez, 
who normally wrestles folkstyle and will have to 
train to wrestle freestyle for the Florida tourney. 

Folkstyle, which is primarily used in high 
school and college, emphasizes control, mat 
wrestling and slower-paced scrambles. Free-
style, used internationally and in the Olympics, 
focuses on explosive, high-impact throws, and 
quick scoring.

In preparation for his trip south, Fontanez 
will compete in multiple freestyle tournaments 
locally. 

For Fontanez, the tourney in the Sunshine 
State is the next chance to prove himself out-
side of Connecticut. He has already competed 
in most states on the East Coast, but Florida will 
be the furthest he has traveled for the sports that 
he said has become a “lifestyle.”

“I’m just focused on wrestling,” he stated. “I’m 
pretty excited about it.”

Julian Fontanez, a 12-year-old from 
Portland Middle School, recently won a 
New England wrestling championship for 
the second time in the last three years. 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to lock 
in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open to 
children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kinder-
garten, Base Camp is open to children entering 
grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children 
entering grades 7-9.

Co-Ed Drop-In Volleyball: Tuesdays through 
April, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gildersleeve School. 
This program is free to Portland residents and 
has a one-time fee of $20 for non-residents. 
Registration is required for all participants. The 
program does not take place on days when the 
school is closed or has early dismissal.

Slamma Jamma Spring Break Basketball 
Camp: Monday-Friday, April 13-17, from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., at Portland High School. Open to 
children in grade 3-8.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park: Sat-

urday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate pro-
grams are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – Grades 
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland 
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15 
p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry – Grades 
6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30 p.m., at Port-
land West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners with 
Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m., at 
Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through 
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle 
School.  This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days 
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Bereavement Support 
Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Church Hall.   The afternoon session meets the 
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Rosary Room.  

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Easter Bake Sale
The First Congregational Church of 

Portland is holding an Easter Bake Sale on 
Saturday, April 4., from 9 a.m.-noon, at the 
church, 554 Main St.

The sale will include cakes, pies, cook-
ies, tea breads and some gluten-free items. 
There will be other treats available as well.

Holiday Closing
 Portland town offices will be closed Fri-

day, April 3, in observation of the Good Fri-
day holiday.

Lions Accepting
Scholarship Applications
The Portland Lions Club is now accepting 

scholarship applications for Portland resident 
students enrolling in a post-high school certifi-
cate or degree program that serves the public in 
some manner. 

 Applications will be accepted from students 
of all academic levels as well as learning chal-
lenges. Portland students can obtain an ap-
plication form from the PHS guidance office 
or through the Portland CT Lions Club email: 
Portlandctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.  

 All applications must be received by April 15 
for consideration. 

Knights Scholarship 
Opportunity

The Knights of Columbus, Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will be awarding three $1,200 scholarships 
this spring to any Portland high school senior 
who is furthering their education at a college, 
university, or technical school. 

The application is available at the area high 
schools guidance department or by requesting an 
application at scholarship@rsitg.com. All Port-
land residents graduating this year are eligible.

Due to the support of the Portland communi-
ty, the Knights’ annual Car Show was successful 
enough for the organization to be able to con-
tinue the funding of its annual scholarships for 
a ninth year.

Find Your Revolutionary 
War Ancestor 

The Wadsworth Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) is holding a 
workshop to help you find your Revolutionary 
War ancestor on Saturday, April 11, from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., at Portland Library, 20 Free-
stone Ave.

 Contact the library at www.portlandli-
braryct.org or 860-342-6770 to register.

Car Show Coming
The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car 

Show, organized by Portland’s Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will return Friday, June 26, in the rear 
parking lot of St. Mary Church. 

The show starts at 3 p.m., prizes will be 
awarded at 7 p.m., and dinner will be available 
along with a charity raffle. 
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ASCT Looking
for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) com-
mittee is looking for a person to join their meet-
ings who is interested in continuing to make 
Andover a Sustainable town. Currently, the 
committee is working on attaining Silver Cer-
tification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday 
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in 
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

Items Needed
for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program 
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 8, to raise funds for equipment 
and other program needs. 

If you would like to donate a gift certifi-
cate or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at 
860-989-6988.   

Easter Plant, Bake Sale
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department will 

continue its annual Easter Plant Sale and Bake 
Sale Friday, April 3, and Saturday, April 4, from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. both days, and on Easter Sunday, 
April 5, from 10 a.m.-noon, at the firehouse on 
School Road. 

There will be many plants to choose from – 
including lilies, tulips, hyacinths, hydrangeas, 
daffodils, spring baskets, pansies and more – as 
well as various tasty treats.

Townsend Cemetery 
Spring Clean-Up

Residents are asked to remove any personal 
items and decorations from the Townsend 
Cemetery prior to Saturday, April 4.  All items 
found to be in violation of cemetery rules and 
regulations or a hindrance to maintenance will 
be removed. 

These items include pots, shepherd hooks, 
glass objects, cans and any items in front of the 
stone. Please remove and take home any item 
you plan to use next season.

Library Friends Offer 
Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library group 
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover 
high school senior. Applications are due May 
1, and are available at the guidance office at 
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public Li-
brary, 355 Route 6, and on the town website at 
tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off 
at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school, 
use the scholarship to further their education, 
and hold a valid Andover library card. 

For more information call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

CPR and First Aid Class
All are invited to learn CPR and First Aid 

Sunday, May 3, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Volunteer Fire Department. Cost is $20 for 
CPR or CPR and First Aid.

Classes include use of training materials, 
CPR for Adult, Child and Infant, AED training, 
Choking, first aid and two-year certification 
from the American Heart Association.

Registration is required. Contact Mindy He-
gener at 860-706-3074.

Reflective Address
Markers

During an emergency, every second counts, 
and the Andover Volunteer Fire Department 
says having a highly visible house number helps 
firefighters get to you that much faster.

All are invited to stop by AVFD at 11 School 
Rd. on Sunday, May 3, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
department will offer address markers free to 
Andover residents. There is a $10 charge for 
non-residents. 

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Easter Services: Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m.; 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 5 at 6:15 a.m. at 
Siismet Farm, 79 Boston Hill Rd. Easter Service, 
April 5 at 10 a.m. 

Donations Accepted for 
Clothing & Linen Sale

Andover Congregational Church, located at 
359 Route 6, will hold a Clothing & Linen Sale 
on Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., with a 
box sale from 1-2 p.m. 

Donations can be left on the back ramp of the 
church in the donation box.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Cen-

ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m.-noon. Coffee is always on. All are welcome. 
For all questions or concerns, call the director, 
Tess Grous, at 860-742-7305 ext 4510 or at 860-
798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the 
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library. 
To receive the newsletter by email each month 
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305. 

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The 
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers, 
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking 
instructors and other volunteers with special 
talents willing to share with the community. 
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop 
by the center if interested. High school students 
who need volunteer hours are welcome.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end 
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Chair 
Massage, Knitting, trips to the library and the 
food pantry/Foodshare truck, Open Sew & 
Stitch, Chair Yoga, and more, see the monthly 
newsletter. Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping Trips: 
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Manchester 4/14 and 
4/28, and Willimantic 4/7 and 4/21. Also, on 
Thursday, 4/9, at 8:30 a.m., there will be a shop-
ping trip to Trader Joe’s and Michael’s. Trans-
portation is available. 

Your Money Matters: Thursday, 4/23, 5 p.m. 
The center is partnering with UConn - One 
Stop Student Services for this free interactive 
presentation designed to help middle and high 
school students make smart financial decisions. 
Call 860-742-7305 ext. 4510 to sign up.

Beginner’s Quilting with Tara: Mondays, 
4/13, 4/27, 5/11, 5/18, 6/8, 5:45-8 p.m. Cost is 
$8. In this beginner-friendly quilting class you 

will learn how to create your own quilt from 
start to finish. Participants should bring a work-
ing sewing machine and basic sewing notions. 
This class meets every other week for five weeks. 
Contact the center to register.

Kids Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 4/8 
and 4/15, 3 p.m. Fee is $18 per class or $35 for 
both, and there is a discount for siblings. Focus 
is on oil pastels and watercolor. This class is per-
fect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Supplies 
are provided. To register, call the center.

Senior Art Class with Kim: This class is ex-
panding. Will meet Thursdays, 4/16, 4/23, from 
10-11 a.m. Cost is $8. All skill levels welcome. 
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To regis-
ter, call the center.

Family Bingo: Friday, 4/10, 5-7 p.m. Cost is 
$10 per person and includes two slices of pizza, 
a pad of bingo sheets, and dessert. Additional 
bingo pads available for $2. Registration is re-
quired & limited to the first 60 participants. Call 
the center to register by Wednesday, 4/8.

Open Art : Call the center if interested in 
participating in an open adult art class. 

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, 4/23, 2 p.m. The 
People Across Lifetimes (P.A.L.) Program brings 
senior residents and Andover Elementary kin-
dergarten students together to share lunch, 
laughter, and activities like being Pen Pals. Call 
the center to join or for more information.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Thursday, 4/23, 
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP mem-
bers, $25 for nonmembers. Location is Bolton 
Senior Center. To register, call the center or 860-
647-9196. Completion may save you money on 
insurance premiums.	

Stained Glass: Friday, 4/24, 6 p.m. No prior 
experience is needed. This class fills up quickly. 
For students 16 and up. All materials included. 
To register, call the center.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, 4/24, 3 p.m. 
This is an intergenerational partnership with 
Andover Elementary School. Students and se-
niors will work on stories and interviews. Call 
the center to join or for more information.

Mohegan Sun Casino Trip: Friday, 4/24, 10 
a.m. The bus will return at 3 p.m. Space is lim-
ited. To reserve a seat, call 860-498-2326.

Spanish for Beginners: If interested in join-
ing the next session, call the center.

BOF Reduces Fire Fund Contribution
By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Finance meeting held 
March 25 unfolded as a careful, but also tense, 
effort to balance the town’s budget while facing 
the ever-increasing costs and uncertain needs 
that lay ahead.

Much of the discussion centered on how to 
reduce spending without creating pressing fi-
nancial problems later. Finance board members 
– as well as members of the Board of Selectmen, 
who were in attendance – repeatedly returned 
to the same core questions: how much can be 
cut now without harming essential services 
down the line?
Public Comment Pressures for Low Budget

It became clear that there was pressure to 
keep the budget as low as possible. Public input 
underlined this concern. Resident and former 
BOF member Joanne Hebert empathized with 
the board and said, “I know how painful it is for 
some of you to make cuts, but remember, this 
is a year that the town is kind of in a little bit of 
disarray.”

She summarized the shared sentiment plainly 
and added, “I don’t think you can take this bud-
get as constructed. … I don’t want to see cuts 
either, but there’s a job to do. So, good luck do-
ing it.” This set the tone for the rest of the dis-
cussion, where nearly every proposal suggested 
involved some kind of tradeoff to offset costs.

Fire Department’s Fire Engine Fund
One of the most detailed and debated topics 

was the fire department’s fire engine fund. The 
town had been contributing annually around 
$137,000 to the fund. The question on the table 
was whether to reduce that amount for the com-
ing year.

BOF Chair Robert England, a Democrat, 
started, “I would like to be careful with this 
fund, but at the same time, it’s not clear to me 
that we need to put [$137,000] into it like clock-
work.” Some members supported lowering the 
contribution to somewhere between $100,000 
and $125,000.

Others strongly disagreed. They warned that 
cutting contributions this year could create seri-
ous problems later. Fire equipment is expensive 
and often needed with little advance warning. 
Without steady savings, the town could possibly 
face sudden, large expenses that could negative-
ly affect the town. First Selectman Jeff Maguire, 

a Democrat, advised against the idea. 
“I think you guys should think long and hard 

about what you cut from the fire department’s 
budget because their things that they need are 
really expensive,” Maguire said.

The debate went on for some time, with board 
members clearly divided. Even those in favor of 
the cut expressed hesitation. “I don’t love this 
cut,” England admitted. 

In the end, the Board of Finance approved 
a reduced contribution by a narrow 4-3 vote. 
Democrats Robert England, Nicholas Clark 
and Heather Van Cara and Republican William 
Desrosiers all voted in favor of the reduction, 
while Democrat Louise Goodwin and Republi-
cans Liz Lokiec and Kimberly Person opposed 
the motion.

Building Maintenance Fund Increase
Another area of concern was the building 

maintenance fund. The fund had already been 
reduced by a significant amount in previous 
years, from about $100,000 down to roughly 
$33,000. Some members suggested increas-
ing it again to avoid falling behind on repairs 
and upkeep. In contrast, BOF member William 
Desrosiers – a Republican – commented on the 
work that town buildings have already received, 
such as electrical upgrades, and said, “I’m not 
saying they don’t need money, but I think in a 
year like this, leaving it at [$33,000] would be 
appropriate.”

Selectman Scott Person, a Democrat, ques-
tioned when the fund contributions might be 
increased to the level it was before being re-
duced. England replied, “When we have a year 
it’s feasible?” 

Desrosiers added, “This is what you sent to 
us, Scott. This is what the Board of Selectmen 
sent to us, was [$33,000].”

If the $100,000 funding level for previous 
fiscal years was indeed necessary, England sug-
gested the BOS to provide a clear explanation to 
justify the need. He added that he would be in 
favor of setting aside funds in advance to pre-
pare for future expenditures in a less financially 
constrained year. But without a clear and urgent 
need, he doesn’t think it’s justified to raise the 
funding right now.

Person then warned that a roof project for 
the public works building alone could consume 

the remaining balance in the fund. Board mem-
bers then began estimating additional costs, in-
cluding roughly $27,000 for the roof and about 
$12,000 for a diesel tank meter, bringing expect-
ed expenses well beyond the $33,000 that was 
currently allocated.

England, who had previously called for cau-
tion when discussing increasing the fund with-
out a clear need, showed a change of mind given 
the newly identified costs. He noted that while 
the town could not realistically restore the fund 
to its previous $100,000 level in a difficult bud-
get year such as this one, he supported a more 
modest increase.

Given the overall pressure to keep spending 
down and the need to finish current projects, of-
ficials ultimately agreed to increase the building 
maintenance fund to a total of $50,000.

School Board Budget Concerns
A more complex and somewhat heated dis-

cussion began concerning the Board of Educa-
tion budget. The question was not just about 
numbers, but also about authority - specifically 
who had the power to make changes to the edu-
cation budget itself. Different interpretations of 
the town charter and attorney opinions led to 
disagreement among members.

Tensions escalated over the proposed school 
budget increase after the BOF received a let-
ter from the BOE rejecting the board’s recom-
mended 7.5% increase. The BOE preferred the 
originally proposed 11%. England summarized 
the letter as a clear refusal that stated school 
officials believed the lower increase would not 
meet their operational needs.

Vice Chair Liz Lokiec, a Republican, raised 
concerns and questioned how the letter could 
represent the full BOE if no formal meeting had 

been held to discuss or approve the response.
The conversation then turned to an unre-

solved legal question regarding whether the 
BOF has the authority to reduce the school 
budget themselves. Member Louise Goodwin, a 
Democrat, asked whether there had been any fi-
nal determination following opposing opinions 
on the issue. England explained that no defini-
tive resolution had been reached and described 
the situation as involving “dueling” legal inter-
pretations. This meant each attorney asserted a 
different conclusion.

Maguire then directly challenged England’s 
portrayal of the legal dispute, bluntly stating, 
“That’s not true.” Maguire argued that the BOF 
should rely solely on the town attorney’s guid-
ance, emphasizing, “The town attorney is your 
attorney.” He insisted that if that attorney said 
the board has the authority to act, “then you can 
do it.”

England pushed back, citing his professional 
background and warning against oversimpli-
fying the issue. He cautioned that acting with 
absolute certainty based on one opinion could 
lead to serious consequences, noting that “you 
can get yourself in real trouble.”

Maguire dismissed that caution, arguing it 
had “no bearing” on the board’s immediate re-
sponsibilities. He accused England of “taking 
both sides of this fence.”

England responded with skepticism towards 
Maguire’s legal argument and defended his mea-
sured approach. He later clarified that he had 
“zero problem” with the concept of the BOF 
reducing the school budget, but he said he re-
mained reluctant given the ambiguity in the town 
charter and the unresolved legal disagreement. 
“This is the reason I’m being careful,” he said.
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10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.
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9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3
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Dumpsters 
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Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available
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SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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hebrontravel@cs.com
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Viking

Call us to book your next River Cruise!

AMA Waterways
Avalon

American Cruise Lines

Tauck

Uniworld

MVFD Women’s Auxiliary 
Scholarships

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s Women’s Auxiliary is now accepting 
scholarship applications from any graduating 
senior who resides in Marlborough. The appli-
cations are available online through the RHAM 
Guidance Department.

Applications are due by Friday, May 1. Mail 
all completed applications to MVFD Women’s 
Auxiliary, P.O. Box 237, Marlborough, CT 
06447.

MVFD Easter Plant Sale
The Marlborough Volunteer Fire De-

partment, located at 7 Hebron Rd., will 
continue its annual Easter Plant Sale Fri-
day, April 3, from 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 
April 4, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday, April 5, 
from 9 a.m.-noon.

All are invited. Also, the Easter Bunny 
will pay a visit Saturday, April 4, from 
noon-2:30 p.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt
The East Glastonbury Fish and Game 

Club will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 4. This free event is open 
to the public and designed for children up 
to 12 years of age. 

The hunt will start promptly at 1 p.m., 
with staged areas to accommodate various 
age groups. Complimentary refreshments 
will be provided following the hunt. The 
club is located at the end of Planeta Road in 
Marlborough. 

Check out the club’s Facebook page for 
any changes or updated information.  

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit www.marlboroughct.gov. 
For more information, call 860-295-6203. Note: 
Don’t wait until the last minute to register! Most 
classes require a minimum registration and if that 
requirement is not fulfilled by a certain date, the 
program may be canceled.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11 
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone 
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10. 
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest 
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Crayola Imagine Arts – 
Wild World: The Art of Conservation: For 
grades K-6, Tuesdays, April 7-May 19, 3:15-4:15 
p.m., in the Marlborough Elementary School 
cafeteria. Registration fee is $142/resident, $147/
non-resident.

Mad Science-NASA Space and Beyond: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, April 9-May 21, 3:15-4:15 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $142/resident, $147/non-
resident.

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, April 18-June 12 (no 
session May 23), at the West Road Memorial up-
per field. Mini, for age 2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is $90/
resident, $95/non-resident. Classic, for ages 3-5, 
is 3:45-4:30 p.m. Fee is $113/resident, $118/non-

resident.
Spring Into Yoga – Kids Yoga & Mindfulness 

Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-May 
12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. 
Parent/guardian must attend to observe or par-
ticipate with their child. Fee is $58/resident, $63/
non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing – Know Your Machine: For 
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resident, 
$57/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The lessons 
are private and are an hour in length. The lessons 
days and times are flexible. The instructor will 
contact you upon registration to set up lesson day 
and time. Fee is four lessons for $175/residents, 
$180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/
non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, $55/
non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class instruc-
tion provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until June. 

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10 
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs un-
til the end of April.

Cuts, Costs, Concerns Dominate Special Meeting
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Board of Selectmen held a 
special meeting on March 11 to review the town’s 
proposed budget, with a goal to ascertain where 
costs could be reduced while still maintaining 
important services.

Chair Susan McFarland, a Democrat, opened 
the conversation and said, “I would love if we 
could focus our discussion on where we think 
there are opportunities to reduce the budget.” 
That focus shaped the entire meeting, as board 
members and Town Manager David Porter 
worked through major expenses line by line.

Concerns from Residents
Public comment highlighted concerns about 

inefficient staffing and transparency. Resident 
Elaine Adams spoke about the town’s senior ser-
vices, and noted that Marlborough has only one 
staff member supporting seniors. She explained 
that after visiting other senior centers, she real-
ized nearby towns have “four to six staff mem-
bers,” while Marlborough relies heavily on one 
person. She urged the board to approve funding 
for a part-time assistant, calling it “a practical and 
cost-effective way to strengthen services.”

Adams’ husband, Robert Wall, added that rely-
ing on one person could create unintended and 
consequential risks. “Once they become over-
whelmed, there is the issue of burnout,” he said, 
warning that losing the current staff member 
would be “the most disruptive thing to the ser-
vice.”

William Guzman, a finance professional and 
Board of Finance member (speaking as an indi-
vidual), raised broader concerns about the budget 
process itself. He said there was a lack of “clarity, 
detail and justification” in the proposed budget 
and emphasized that “this is about ensuring the 
budgeting process is transparent.” He noted that 
the BOF depends on accurate and detailed infor-
mation to make decisions on behalf of taxpayers. 
Guzman also thanked the board for posting vid-
eos of their meetings as he found them helpful in 
his work as a BOF member.

’Tight’ Budget 
Porter described the overall budget as already 

very slim. “The operating budget, by and large, is 
very tight,” he said. He warned that cuts would 
be quickly felt because “there’s not a lot of flop in 
the budget.” Instead of major cuts, he suggested 
delaying or splitting large projects and carefully 
reviewing proposed staffing additions.

In addition, several major capital expenses 
were discussed. The Town Hall roof replacement 
is expected to cost around $40,000 to $50,000, 
based on contractor estimates, according to of-
ficials. McFarland noted that earlier estimates 
seemed too low, but newer quotes showed the 
figure was “in the right ballpark.”

The Food Bank exterior painting was estimated 
at about $20,000. Porter explained that because 
the building is a house, and not a commercial 
structure, “I think that $20,000 is adequate to 

paint that house.”
As per Porter’s earlier instruction, some proj-

ects may be delayed. A $20,000 dry tank system 
could be deferred to a later date, especially if the 
town moves away from oil heating. Porter sug-
gested possibly “nursing it along” instead of re-
placing it right away.

The Public Works roof was another major con-
cern. Rather than replacing it all at once, Porter 
suggested splitting the project into phases or even 
exploring a solar partnership. He proposed that a 
company might pay for the roof in exchange for 
assisting in installing solar panels, which “might 
be a way to get the roof without burdening tax-
payers at all.”

Equipment and Vehicles
The board discussed purchasing a new sin-

gle-axle dump truck, a recurring discussion, for 
$225,000. Funding could partially come from 
speed camera revenue, which had reached about 
$212,000 and was expected to increase slightly. 
However, Porter noted that speeding had gone 
down.

Vehicle maintenance costs were also ques-
tioned. Despite proposing $50,000 for mainte-
nance, past spending ranged from $25,000 to 
$60,000. McFarland suggested trimming the 
budget, and said, “based on historical spend  … 
It seems like we could save a little bit.”

Porter explained the higher costs were due to 
an aging fleet. “The newest truck is from 2020. … 
We have another one that is 20 years old,” he said, 
noting that breakdowns during snowstorms can 
be a serious problem.

Staffing Decisions
Personnel costs were a major part of the dis-

cussion. Proposed additions included a heav-
ily advocated senior center assistant at $26,310, 
a public works maintainer at around $42,865, 
a town hall assistant at around $38,144 and a 
pay adjustment for the senior center director at 
$15,908.

Porter encouraged prioritizing senior center 
positions. “I strongly support … that both of the 
senior center ones should be the highest priority,” 

he said. However, he suggested the Public Works 
positions could be delayed if needed, due to up-
coming changes in the department.

Other Budget Adjustments
The board also reviewed many smaller, but im-

portant, items. These included tree removal ser-
vices that could be set at $90,000, though spend-
ing was lower this year due to weather delays. 
Election costs, including food for workers, were 
questioned. Selectwoman Louise Concodello, a 
Republican, noted, “I think everybody that goes 
to work brings their own lunch.” Additionally, 
legal fees could drop from around $35,000 to 
$30,000, however Porter cautioned against cut-
ting further.

Fire Marshal and Safety Costs
The Fire Marshal budget drew significant at-

tention. It had increased by 55%, from about 
$18,000 to a proposed $28,000. Some members 
suggested reducing it to $20,000.

Porter warned against cutting the budget by 
too much. He explained that the role included 
inspections required by the law and that the town 
may need a deputy to keep up. “I would strongly 
recommend against that,” he said, and empha-
sized the importance of meeting safety require-
ments.

Senior Center and Community Services
The senior center budget was also heavily de-

bated. A proposed increase in program funding 
from $6,000 to $12,000 was seen as just too large 
by some members. “I think we’re just going to 
have to prioritize,” McFarland stated beforehand. 
She suggested a smaller increase to $9,000 and 
emphasized that “everybody’s paying too much 
for everything right now.”

By the end of the meeting, the board identified 
several line items needing more information be-
fore making final decisions. “Let’s see if we can’t 
get that … and then come back to it,” McFarland 
concluded.

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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expansion.
We learn something new every time we at-

tend Department of Public Works Action Com-
mittee meetings. Sound thinking might seem 
ominous but its really not. There are great web-
sites explaining how this sensible technology 
works, or submit your questions to this com-
mittee at DPWAC@hebronct.gov.

Some ideas help with overall costs and pre-
venting pollution. For example, weigh stations 
and covers on bulky waste. Because we pay 
for bulky waste based on poundage, the less it 
weighs, the less Hebron pays. If we weigh ve-
hicles as they enter the bulky waste drop off site 
and weigh them again after unloading, the dif-
ference is the “poundage price” residents will 
pay for dumping their unwanted items. Simple 
right? But what happens, to the waste contain-
ers, and that old couch you dropped off, should 
it rain? They fill with water, right? Water that 
corrodes both the contents, of the container, 
and the container itself. Water that can then 
leach out, of the metal storage bins, and into 
surrounding groundwaters.

Secondly, water is heavy. A water laden con-
tainer now weighs more…quite a bit more, 
especially when we consider your old couch is 
now water logged as well. However, covers pre-
vent water from soaking the contents and in-
creasing the weight. Covers prevent water from 
accumulating, becoming foul and/or corroding 
the containers. Residents would pay fees, based 
on pounds. Likewise, Hebron then pays its own 
disposal fees, also based on pounds. Lumber, 
mattresses, building materials, kitchen cabinets, 
whatever we throw out, costs money to dispose 
of, especially when wet. Covers and scales are 
sound thinking and only two interesting ideas 
for PW. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Where Healing Begins
To the Editor:

There’s a simple moment most of us recog-
nize.

A child gets hurt – not seriously, but enough 
– and instinctively runs to someone they trust. 
Not because that person has all the answers, but 
because they feel safe.

Before anything is fixed, before the wound is 
even cleaned, something important happens: 
connection begins the healing.

That truth doesn’t just belong to childhood. It 
belongs to all of us.

Because if we’re honest, most of us are carry-
ing something. Physical pain that lingers. Stress 
that never quite turns off. Grief that shows up 
when we least expect it. Strained relationships. 
Quiet disappointments.

We live in a culture that often tells us to keep 
going, keep smiling, and keep it together. But 
healing doesn’t usually start there. It starts with 
honesty.

This time of year, often called Holy Week, 
begins with a scene that looks like celebration 
– but underneath it is something deeper. The 
crowd welcomes Jesus with cheers, but the word 
they shout – “Hosanna” – actually means “help” 
or “save us.” It’s both praise and a cry for help. 
And that feels familiar. Many of us know what 
it’s like to show up for life while quietly carry-
ing our own version of that same prayer: I need 
help.

The story that follows throughout the week 
doesn’t ignore that reality. It moves straight into 
it. It’s a reminder that healing isn’t about avoid-
ing pain – it’s about not facing it alone.

We often think healing means everything gets 
fixed quickly and completely. But more often, 
healing is slower and more personal than that. 
It can look like strength returning little by little. 
It can look like learning to carry something dif-
ferently. Sometimes it simply looks like having 
someone sit with you in it.

That’s where connection matters.
Our struggles – the very things we’re tempted 

to hide – can become the places where we con-
nect most deeply with others. When we’re hon-
est, it gives others permission to be honest too. 
When we listen without trying to fix everything, 
we become part of someone else’s healing.

And sometimes the most powerful thing we 
can offer isn’t advice. It’s presence. “I’m here.”

This week, wherever you find yourself, maybe 
the invitation is simple: 

Name what hurts. Take one small step toward 

Did Dennler Hide the Truth?
To the Editor:

The March 25, 2026 BOF workshop revealed 
a shocking secret: Colchester’s joint health re-
serve fund faces a $1 million shortfall and a 
$4 million deficit – hidden from the public for 
nearly a year.

During the workshop, Superintendent Sulli-
van admitted he misled the public and the BOF 
in 2025, claiming the schools relied on Lockton 
to determine health reserve fund contributions. 
In reality, internal estimates had been used.

Who knew what?
Sullivan revealed BOF member Jillian Vinci 

and BOE’s Chris Rivers were aware of reserve 
shortfalls as early as April 2025. During a BOF 
meeting, when Tim Vaillancourt raised ques-
tions and concerns about the reserves, Vinci 
called him an “a--hole,” implying he didn’t un-
derstand insurance. BOE Finance Director Ra-
chel Linkkila reported that $325,084 in excess 
funds were transferred into the reserve account 
during the August 2025 Budget/Finance meet-
ing, with BOE member Michelle Millington 
motioning the action – evidence that the re-
serves were underfunded and unable to cover 
projected expenses.

Where was BOE Chair Donna Antonacci 
during this crisis? Oversight of the reserve fund 
was her responsibility. Now serving on the BOF, 
the public deserves answers about her role and 
any conflicts.

Even more troubling is First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler’s silence. He attended the Feb. 6 Health 
Insurance Subcommittee meeting, where the re-
serve fund was projected to be depleted by April 
or May 2026. Despite these warnings, Dennler 
pushed a $20 million spending referendum on 
February 24. Two days later, the BOE requested 
a forensic audit — was the vote rushed to hide 
the truth? Still, at the March 19 BOS meeting, 
when asked what and when he knew about the 
crisis, he refused to answer.

Did FS Dennler know of Colchester’s finan-
cial crisis as early as April 2025 – and deliber-
ately hide it to help pass his budget increase, 
protect his reelection prospects, and push the 
referendum? Since taking office, Dennler has 
driven unprecedented spending, contributing 
to one of the largest tax hikes in Colchester’s 
history, all while keeping the crisis secret.

The situation is even more alarming with the 
BOS, BOE, and BOF all controlled by Demo-
crats, who appear to have engaged in partisan 
secrecy – concealing financial information 
while pushing costly spending increases onto 
taxpayers.

This goes beyond a misstep – it represents 
a serious leadership failure and a betrayal of 
public trust. Those responsible should resign. 
Colchester taxpayers deserve honesty, account-
ability, and officials who put the public first. The 
time for excuses is over. 

Colchester deserves better. 
Cyndee Laribee – Colchester

Wonderful Walk in Hebron
To the Editor:

What a beautiful day for the Historic Water-
shed Walking Tour through 17 Kinney Rd./the 
Horton Property in Hebron! Among the bright 
sunshine and fresh breezes of last Sunday an en-
thusiastic group of nearly 30 Hebron residents, 
and one from New Britain, gathered to experi-
ence our distinctive history and explore this 
vibrant environmental gem. It was a real treat 
to see the wide range of individuals that partici-
pated, from the young family whose children 
ran through the fields, climbed fallen trees and 
collected unusual pieces of bark, to the steady 
paced seniors who strolled along with the help 
of friends and walking sticks.

The most poignant moment of the day came 
after discussing tales of powerful geological 
forces, human occupation over millennia and 
standing below a breathtaking ancient white 
oak tree. I was asked a thoughtful yet simple 
question, “Are there any organizations that can 
help preserve all this?” After some contempla-
tion I am glad to say yes, there are many. These 
include Hebron’s Open Space Committee and 
Historic Properties Committee, as well as out-
side groups like Joshua’s Conservation Trust 
and the Connecticut Farmland Trust. In the end 
it is up to us, the residents of Hebron, to stand 
up for what we value and let Town Hall know 
the preservation of 17 Kinney Road is impor-
tant.

As we walked and talked, the experience 
brought home the tremendous potential this 
landscape has as a learning tool and community 
attraction. The words of Yale History Profes-
sor John Demos came to mind, “There are so 
many different parts: geology, environment, in-
digenous people, colonists, enslavement, even 
the present. It could well be a history park, an 
outdoor museum... That landscape has a real 
aura about it.” This captivating aura was close at 
hand last Sunday as we made our way through 
the historic stone wall laneways and across the 

watershed. 
It would take some modest effort and no 

expense to the town for the Hebron Historical 
Society to expand on the QR Code Tour that 
already includes information on the Raymond 
Brook Preserve and 17 Kinney Rd. Even just 
two or three additional QR hitching posts could 
allow visitors to experience the broad range of 
history and beauty found in this unique land-
scape. The rare combination of the historical, 
the environmental and a sustainable economic 
engine offer a rich and powerful future. Please 
visit Save Hebron Center on Facebook for more 
information.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

information that she has repeatedly explained is 
confidential under student privacy laws — and 
won’t hear it, petulantly insisting that not get-
ting his way is evidence of a lack of transparen-
cy. No, Jeff: the superintendent knows her job, 
knows the law, and follows it.

One example stands out. While Jeff was 
making an ass of himself at the January BOE 
meeting, Sharon St. Rock was doing what new 
members traditionally do: listening more than 
talking. That’s how you learn the ropes. When 
she finally contributed to the discussion, his re-
sponse was: “Stop talking, Sharon!”

Stop talking? You hijack a liaison role to in-
sert yourself as a blustering obstructionist, and 
you want Sharon to stop talking? There is some-
one doing far too much talking here. It isn’t Sha-
ron. Look in the mirror, Jeff.

We haven’t even touched on misogyny, FOIA 
violations, or the chaos at Town Hall. But it’s 
time for me to stop talking too — for now.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and is a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is speak-
ing as an individual.

healing. And be present for someone else.
Because healing doesn’t begin when every-

thing is perfect. It begins when we stop hiding 
– and remember we don’t have to carry it alone.

Rev. Rose Nilson
Pastor, Andover Congregational Church

$Letters, cont. from page 7

Stop Talking
To the Editor:

Stop talking, Jeff. Just stop talking!
Why is First Selectman Jeff Maguire trying to 

be King of Andover?
Two years ago, he appointed himself to a 

Charter Review Committee and attempted to 
strip authority from the Board of Finance and 
Board of Education, concentrating it in his own 
hands. When that failed, he exploited a little-
known charter provision to insert himself into 
those boards’ meetings.

He seems to think ex officio membership 
entitles him to dominate their agendas and 
critique how they operate — all while crowing 
about having been a CPA. Guess what, Jeff? That 
doesn’t qualify you to run the town’s finances. It 
certainly doesn’t qualify you to run any part of 
its schools. If you want to serve on those Boards, 
run for them.

There’s something Jeff doesn’t control, and it 
gnaws at him.

He runs his own meetings like a bully, abus-
ing Board members and guests alike. Watch a 
BOS meeting. He is openly dismissive of Anne 
Cremé and often of Carol Lee, accusing Anne of 
being a shill for Education and berating her for 
holding opinions contrary to his own. Superin-
tendent Valerie Bruneau receives similar treat-
ment. He demands student and family financial 

Congregational Church News & Notes
Holy Week and Easter Services are sched-

uled at Marlborough Congregational Church, 
located at 35 South Main St. The Easter Sunday 
service will be livestreamed at mcc.marlcong-
church.org for those who can’t attend in person, 
and can be watched later through the church 
website, mcc.marlcongchurch.org.

Good Friday. April 3: The church sanctuary 
will be open for quiet meditation from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. All are invited to walk the labyrinth 
that will be set up in the Thienes Lounge from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 4: The sanctuary will be 
open for quiet meditation from 9 a.m. to noon 
along with the labyrinth available to walk dur-
ing these hours.

Easter Sunday. April 5: A Sunrise Service 
will be held lakeside at Lake Terramuggus at 7 
a.m.  Hymns will be led by Bruce Phelps and 
a brass ensemble and hot cocoa will be served.  
All in the community are welcome. Bring a lawn 
chair if you wish.

All are welcome at the Resurrection Celebra-
tion, held at the church at 10 a.m. The sanctuary 
will be decorated for Easter with flowers filling 
the chancel and Easter banners hung on the 
walls. The service, led by church pastor the Rev. 
Valerie Seaver, will include Holy Communion 
that is open to all, regardless of church affilia-
tion, including children with parental guidance.  
The service will include a Children’s Message, 
joyous music from the Chancel Choir including 
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus,” accompanied by 
several bell choir members, to close the service.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop will be closed 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday, April 3 and 4.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome. Storm closings 
are listed on the local TV stations (CBS, NBC, 
ABC). The church does not pass a collection 
plate, but free-will giving boxes are found by 
the doors in the sanctuary. Donations can also 
be made through the church website, or mailed 
to the church at P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 
06447. For more information on the church or 
its programs, call Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-
0432, email her at pastorval@marlcongchurch.
org, or contact the church office at office@marl-
congchurch.org.

Good Friday Closing
All town offices will be closed Friday, 

April 3, in observance of Good Friday.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect via email 
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Holy Week & Easter Mass Celebrations: 
Good Friday, April 3 – Service at 3 p.m.; Easter 
Vigil, April 4 – Mass at 8 p.m. (No 4 p.m. Vigil 
Mass); Easter Sunday, April 5 – Masses at 8:30 
a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Regular Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend 
Masses: 4 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 
p.m., or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. For more information, access the 
church website. 

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Colum-
bus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl minis-
try meet monthly; and an active book club meets 
quarterly. Social activities are planned through-
out the year to provide additional parish fellow-
ship.

Community Outreach and Service: Opera-
tion Rice Bowl is a Lenten program supporting 
the basic needs of neighbors. Rice bowls will be 
collected with your monetary contribution the 
week after Easter. Food drives are held weekly for 
the Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call the 
office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for the 
church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Roman 
Catholic Church).
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Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
Epoch Arts will begin accepting donations 

this month for its annual September Two-
Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean 
and price the donations. Items not accepted: 
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, 
bedframes, high chairs, cribs, car seats, com-
puters, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exer-
cise machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-
style phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, 
strollers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file 
cabinets,office chairs, large dog beds, lighting 
that can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal dia-

pers and fish tank pumps.
Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the fol-

lowing dates: April 11 and 25, May 9 and 23, 
June 13 and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8. 
Drop-off is located at the lower end of the build-
ing in the garage area by Helping Hands, 27 
Skinner St. Please do not drop off your dona-
tions at the main entrance to our building or on 
any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m., 
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Connection to the Collection
Richmond Memorial Library has an-

nounced its April edition of “Connection to 
the Collection.”

Passport to Connecticut Libraries runs 
through April 30. While you’re visiting all the 
wonderful libraries Connecticut has to offer, 
try a nice hike and check out 50 Hikes in Con-
necticut by Mary-Anne Hardy. Or explore us-
ing Around Every Corner of Connecticut: 100 
Towns to Explore Every Season by Sarah Cody. 
More of a biker? Try Best Bike Rides Con-
necticut: The Greatest Recreational Rides in the 
State by David Streever. 

Take the chance to read about libraries with 
That Librarian: The Fight Against Book-Ban-

ning in America by Amanda Jones, or pursue 
a visual treasure trove of bookish artifacts 
with The Card Catalog: Books, Cards and Lit-
erary Treasures by the Library of Congress. 
Teach your kids about the history of libraries 
with the delightful picture book Miss Moore 
Thought Otherwise: How Anne Carroll Moore 
Created Libraries for Children by Jan Pinbor-
ough, or show them how libraries work with 
A Day with a Librarian by Jen Kottke. Have 
fun with flashlights and illuminate the won-
ders of the library with At the Library, the 
Shine-a-Light book by Heather Alexander. 
Check out the Richmond Memorial Library 
and get our stamp in your passport!

Artists Sought for Spring Show
Marlborough Arts Center members are wel-

come to participate in the 2026 Marlborough 
Arts Center Members’ Spring Art Show, which 
runs April 25-May 31.

Members are welcome to showcase up to 
three pieces for display and sale. A variety of 
media will be accepted, including paintings, 
drawings, photography, collage, sculpture, fiber 
art, woodworking and jewelry.

Eligibility: Artists must be a 2026 MAC 
Member to enter. You can join or renew online, 
marlborougharts.org and select Membership.

Entry Details: For information on submitting 

your work, entry forms and labels go to: marl-
borougharts.org. Click on “Calling All Artists...”.

Participating members will drop off artwork 
Sunday, April 12, from 2-4 p.m., and Monday, 
April 13, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The show will be 
open Saturdays and Sundays, 1-4 p.m., from 
April 25-May 31. Reception is Sunday, May 3, 
from 1-4 p.m. 

For more information, contact info@marl-
borougharts.org or call 860-467-6353 and leave 
a message. The Marlborough Arts Center is a 
nonprofit regional center for the arts located at 
231 North Main St.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to register, 
call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@marl-
boroughct.gov. Also contact the senior center for 
a list of regularly occurring weekly and monthly 
programs, such as billiards, chair massage, the 
Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Disease Exercise 
Class, blood pressure screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday 
Closing: The center will be closed April 3 in 
observance of Good Friday.

Events: The Encore Club: Wednesday, April 
8. Join Bill Naughton and new musical guest for 
light refreshments as he sings and shares fun 
facts only a radio host would know. 

Blood Pressure Checks (free) and Chatham 
Health Education Presentation: Monday, April 
13. BP checks, 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., followed 
by a presentation on the Importance of Sleep 
from 12:15-12:45 p.m. 

This or That: Dementia Talk: Friday, April 
17, 1-2 p.m. With relatable stories, light humor, 
and practical guidance, you will learn about 
what is and isn’t dementia. 

Scam Prevention: Monday, April 27, noon-1 
p.m. A financial advisor from Edward Jones will 
speak on how to prevent yourself from being 
scammed and protect your money.

Birthday Club: April birthdays will be cel-
ebrated Tuesday, April 28, from 1-2 p.m., with 
cake! Open to all friends and family. It does not 
have to be your birthday month to celebrate. 
However, if it is please RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session: 5/12, 5/19, 5/26, 
6/2. Cost is $35/residents, $40 non-residents. 
RSVP by 5/8.

FABBS Exercise: The next Flexibility, Agility, 
Better Balance and Strength workout class will 
be held 5/4, 5/11, 5/18 and 5/26, from 10:45-
11:45 a.m. Movement and exercises are drawn 
from body building, yoga, ballet and more. Cost 
is $40/residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by 
4/27.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed, 
ages 55+. May session: 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 
from 5-7 p.m. each week. Cost: $50/residents, 
$60/non-residents. RSVP by 4/30.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-

ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two 
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for 
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy. 
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays from 
10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank is in 
need of: canned vegetables (corn, green beans, 
peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail, and 
canned fruit. The food bank is open to qualified 
residents in need.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief 
Program: Property tax credits are available to 
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income 
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to 
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center. Deadline to ap-
ply: May 15.

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for an 
appointment. For energy assistance, the applica-
tion deadline is May 29.

From the Town Manager’s Desk...
The purpose of this article is to help residents calculate the impact of 

the proposed budget on their household’s property tax bill. The real estate 
revaluation makes a year-over-year comparison a little more challenging 
than usual. Since some properties increased more than others, each prop-
erty owner can and should estimate their taxes and compare it with the 
taxes they paid last year.

To estimate your real estate taxes, please do the following:
1. Use the Town of Marlborough Property Records Database (www.

marlbo.info/propertyrecords) to look up the assessed value of your prop-
erty. You can search by owner name or street address. When you find your 
property, you will see a header on the property record called Valuation. 
The first number in that section – Total Valuation – is the number you will 
use. Do not use Zillow or similar websites. Those sites might help estimate 
the market value of your home. The assessed value usually is significantly less than the market 
value.

2. Multiply your Total Valuation by 0.28 (the proposed mill rate) to estimate the proposed tax 
on your property. Compare the resulting figure with the taxes you paid last year.

It is also important to recognize that the revaluation shifts tax burden from motor vehicles to 
real estate. The tax on most homes will increase and the tax on most cars will decrease.

Each year, the assessed value of a vehicle decreases by five percent of the original manufac-
turer’s suggested retail price. This year, due to the revaluation, the mill rate on motor vehicles 
also decreases from 0.3246 to 0.2800.

If the original MSRP of your vehicle was $40,000, then the assessed value of your car de-
creases by five percent – or $2,000 – each year. If the assessed value last year was $27,000 then 
this year it will be $25,000. Due to the combination of the lower assessed value and the lower 
mill rate, the tax bill for that vehicle will be $176 less than last year.

David Porter
Marlborough Town Manager

Porter

Proposed Budget Presented to Finance Board
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Board of Finance held a de-
tailed discussion about the proposed town budget 
for the 2026-27 Fiscal Year on Feb. 23. The meet-
ing focused on explaining the costs, identifying 
challenges and answering questions from board 
members.

Budget Overview and Key Increases
The proposed budget included a 6.44% in-

crease in operating costs and a 7.06% total in-
crease when capital expenses are included. Town 
Manager David Porter emphasized that these 
numbers are only a starting point.

He explained, “budgeting is an exercise in pri-
oritization,” meaning that decisions must balance 
the town’s needs with what residents can afford. 
He also acknowledged financial pressure on tax-
payers, and stated, “the likelihood of … being 
able to ask our residents for a 7% increase is slim 
to none.”

Several major factors are driving the increase. 
One is a 3% cost-of-living adjustment for employ-
ees. This is a standard raise meant to keep up with 
inflation. Another major factor is a 15% increase 
in health insurance costs, which Porter described 
as “very significant … and unfortunate.” This in-
crease is not unique to Marlborough, Porter said. 
“With the exception of maybe five [clients] … ev-
eryone is looking at … 13 to 20% increase.”

Staffing Changes and Personnel Requests
The budget also included requests for new, or 

adjusted, staff positions. These included a pay 
increase for the human services director, a part-
time assistant at the senior center, a new public 
works maintenance position, and a Town Hall 
assistant.

Porter emphasized that these changes were 
based on real needs. For example, he said the Hu-
man Services Director’s raise is needed “to get her 

compensated roughly in line with what similar 
positions … are receiving” and to retain her.

The senior center request reflected a growing 
elderly population. Porter noted, “Marlborough 
has a … rapidly growing senior population,” and 
additional help is needed to support programs 
and transportation.

Rising Operating Costs
Beyond staffing, several other costs are increas-

ing: electricity costs, election expenses, loss of 
grant funding and new accounting rules.

One example discussed was election costs. 
Porter explained that new requirements, includ-
ing early voting, are raising expenses. “The cost of 
doing all of this is significantly more than it was 
in past years,” he said.

Another factor is a new accounting rule re-
lated to “compensated absences.” This refers to 
unused vacation or sick time that must be paid 
out when employees retire. Porter explained that 
towns must now budget for these future costs in 
advance.

Police and Technology Changes
The police department is also facing higher 

costs due to changes in how body camera footage 
is stored. Previously, the state handled storage, 
but now towns must pay for a new system.

Porter explained, “the state police are now 
transitioning away from that model … so there 
is an annual fee,” for both the devices and cloud 
storage. This change means the town must spend 
more money to continue to use body cameras.

Capital Projects, Infrastructure Needs
The meeting also covered planned capital proj-

ects, which are large, long-term investments. 
These include culvert repairs on Quinn and John-
son Road, roof replacements for town buildings, 
improvements to Firehouse 2, repainting the food 

bank building and replacing equipment at the 
transfer station.

Porter stressed the importance of maintaining 
town facilities. For example, he explained that re-
painting the food bank building would protect it 
from damage. “I think that … is money well spent 
regardless of what we decide to do with the prop-
erty,” said Porter.

Firehouse 2 improvements were also dis-
cussed. Porter noted that better facilities would 
help protect firefighters’ health. Upgrading the 
bathroom at the station would allow firefighters 
to clean themselves at the station after respond-
ing to a fire, reducing the risk of bringing harmful 
contaminants back to their homes.

Currently, the facilities are in poor condi-
tion, which leads some firefighters to go home 
to shower instead. Improving these spaces would 
help protect both the firefighters and their fami-
lies by encouraging decontamination on-site. “I 
really want them to … take that initial shower 
at the firehouse so that … contaminants can be 
contained.”

Long-Term Planning and Debt Concerns
Board members raised concerns about long-

term costs, especially related to bonding. One 
member warned about future risks: “We don’t 
want to kick the can down the road, end up in 
a predicament. … We don’t want to overleverage 
ourselves.”

Porter agreed that caution is needed. He said 
large projects, like school renovations, would 
likely require bonding but emphasized the im-
portance of timing and affordability.

Shared Services and Cost Savings
The town is also exploring ways to save money 

through shared services. For example, Marlbor-
ough plans to share a finance director with an-
other town. This would be a positive step, Porter 
described, and he said it would reduce costs and 
improve operations. He also mentioned apply-
ing for grants to offset expenses, explaining, “you 
never get anything that you don’t ask for.”

Revenue and Uncertainty
The revenue side of the budget is still being de-

veloped. This includes money from taxes, grants 
and other sources. Porter explained that some 
numbers are still estimates. “I would characterize 
those numbers as very preliminary.”

One uncertainty is whether the state will pro-
vide funding to help cover new election costs. 
When asked about this, Porter said, “I[] don’t 
have a crystal ball. … I just don’t know what the 
legislature will do.”

Audit Approval
At the end of the meeting, the board discussed 

and approved the contract for the town’s 2026 
audit. The costs total $63,000, which includes 
$56,000 for the main audit and $7,000 for re-
quired additional procedures.

Porter said this price was reasonable compared 
to other towns and recommended staying with 
the town’s current firm. Agreeing with Porter, the 
board voted unanimously to approve it.

Throughout the discussion, Porter emphasized 
the need for balance. The town must meet its 
needs while keeping taxes affordable and ensur-
ing services. As he explained, the process is about 
making careful choices and continuing discus-
sions to reach a final budget that residents will 
support at referendum.

American Legion
Setback Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will hold a Setback 
Tournament Friday, April 17, at the post, 128 East 
Hampton Rd. Registration is at 6 p.m. and games 
start at 6:30 p.m. 

This is a Round Robin-style tournament, and 
cost is $10 per person.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and third 
place. There will also be raffles, including a 50/50 
raffle. (All proceeds go to the ladies auxiliary.)

For more information, call Sharon at 860-805-
6917.  
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PART-TIME DEMOCRATIC 
DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

Computer background preferred. 
Training is provided. 

Salary is $17.00 per hour. 
Contact EH Democratic Registrar 

of Voters 860-267-6720.

Part-time (Tuesdays 4-6 hrs. per week). 
Additional hours during election period. 
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R

E3
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance, 
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Meet and Greet Trailblazers Meeting: Mon-
day, April 6 at 11 a.m. All are invited to a short 
informational meeting about this group, which 
will start meeting again for morning walks 
on April 13 at the Air Line Trail State Park on 
Smith Street on Mondays.

Nature is Everywhere: Tuesday, April 7 at 
10:30 a.m. Join Naturalist Lynn Kochiss for a 

talk on Vernal Pools. In addition, a Vernal Pool 
Ramble to Highlawn Forest in Rockfall will be 
offered on April 8 leaving the Senior Center at 
10 a.m.

Lotus Flower Workshop: Wednesday, April 
8 at 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Make a traditional 
Korean Lotus Lantern, followed by the viewing 
of a short documentary on Korean culture. Cost 
is $6 for supplies. The workshop is led by the 
Korean Spirit and Cultural Promotion Project.

Trips: Relaxed Ramble at Highlawn Forest: 
Join Naturalist Lyn Kochiss for a walk to see 
vernal pools at Highlawn Forest in Rockfall on 
Wednesday, April 8, leaving the Senior Center 
at 9:30 a.m. Bus donation is $4. Kochiss will give 
a talk on Vernal Pools at the Senior Center on 
Tuesday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m.

A Night of Doo-Wop: Held at East Hampton 
High School on April 25. The senior center will 
offer participating senior center members a re-
duced ticket price of $15 (regularly $25) along 
with transportation to and from the show. De-
part at 4:30 p.m.; doors open at 5 p.m. Features 
performances by The Royal Teens, Jukebox 45 
Show Band and Back in Time. Proceeds benefit 
East Hampton High School Project Graduation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready 
to help. Each week staff will consult with you 
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the 
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll 
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted 
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Easter Bunny Pays a Visit… The Easter Bunny traveled all the way from Easter Is-
land to the CT Draft Horse Rescue at 113 Chestnut Hill Rd., East Hampton to bring 
special eggs to Loki, a foal born on March 15. Loki invited the bunny to the rescue’s 
15th anniversary open house on Saturday, May 16, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and then he 
promptly took a nap. Being this cute is exhausting. For more information on CDHR, 
visit ctdraftrescue.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for April: This month’s artist 
is Leif Nilsson, a resident of Chester. His plein 
air impressionistic landscape compositions will 
be on display during regular library hours. An 
artist reception will be held Friday, April 10, 
from 4-6 p.m. All are welcome.

Double Play Returns!: Sunday, April 12, at 2 
p.m., Double Play features a mix of live music 
performed by Cathy Kreger and Jon Swift.

Open Mic Night: Friday, April 17 from 6 to 
8 p.m. Come and share your talent or just listen 
and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up 
at 860-267-9093.

Poetry with Music: Saturday, April 18, 6 p.m. 
East Hampton Poet Laureate “Sym-petalous,” 

a.k.a. Stan Lindh, will read his original poems 
accompanied by musician Lynn Tracey just in 
time for National Poetry Month.

Foundry Saxophone Quartet: Saturday, May 
23, 2 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of folk, jazz, and 
modern standards. Let the library know if plan-
ning to attend. There is no charge to attend, but 
donations are accepted.

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
day, April 15, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels 
welcome; lessons available. For more informa-
tion contact pjhoffman1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. 

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but the 
staff would be glad to put the kettle on during 
regular library hours.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at 
tensummitst@gmail.com.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Commu-
nion will be served this Sunday. Refreshments 
are served after the service.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
though Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 

available. All are welcome.
Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 

p.m. New members are always welcome. 
Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Music Room. The study is the Women of 
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the Study Packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person 
and Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. 
All are welcome. To connect electronically, 
go to www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com 
for directions. The Holy Eucharist will be cel-
ebrated with the Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-
charge.

Lent Vitamin Drive: Save your loose 
change over Lent to make a donation to the 
St. Vincent’s Center for Children with Dis-
abilities in Haiti. The Missions Team wants 
to provide the center with funds to purchase 
multi-vitamins for their vulnerable students. 

Contributions are due by the end of April; 
please indicate “Missions” or “Vitamins” in 
the memo line of your check.

Maundy Thursday Service: April 2 at 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross: Friday, April 3, 5 p.m.
Good Friday Service: April 3 at 6 p.m.
Easter Sunday: April 5 at 10 a.m. It will be 

followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on the parish 
grounds.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or 
donnadubehryb@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

A Night of Doo-Wop
East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-

soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,” 
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45 
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday, 
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium. 

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium 
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet & 
greet for $40, or choose general admission for 
$25. 

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project 
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after 
graduation celebration. 

DTC Offering Scholarship
The East Hampton Democratic Town Com-

mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to a gradu-
ating senior who resides in East Hampton for 
their continuing education and graduating in 
2026.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at the East Hampton High School. Deadline 
for submission of applications is May 1.

Family Bingo at
VFW Post 5095 ​

The VFW Auxiliary invites the community to 
a Family Bingo and Patriotic Celebration Sun-
day, April 19, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at VFW Post 
5095, 20 North Maple St. 

This special all-ages event will feature: Fam-
ily Bingo with patriotic-themed prizes for all 
ages; additional games for those looking to take 
a break from bingo; and the Post Café offering 
lunch and snack items for purchase.

For more information, call 860-267-8837.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“Here comes Peter Cottontail, 
hopping down the bunny 

trail, hippity-hoppity, Easter’s 
on its way!”—Steve Nelson

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

R
E6

-6
-2

5Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 8:30-12 • Wed. 9-6

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5
Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

Ziobron Seeks a Return to State House 

Melissa Ziobron

By Anne Lilburn
A familiar local face is stepping back into the 

arena as a political candidate. East Haddam res-
ident Melissa Ziobron is running for the Con-
necticut House of Representatives, seven years 
after she left that role in 2019.

Ziobron, a Republican, is running to once 
again represent Connecticut’s 34th District, 
which covers East Hampton, East Haddam and 
part of Salem. The current holder of the seat, 
Republican Irene Haines, is not seeking reelec-
tion. 

Ziobron had previously served three two-year 
terms in the state House; she completed her last 
term in early 2019, following an unsuccessful 
2018 bid for state Senate. She ran that year for 
the 33rd District – which includes the Rivereast 
towns of Colchester, East Hampton and Port-
land – but lost to Democrat Norm Needleman, 
who remains the district’s senator.

After leaving office, Ziobron stayed close to 
state politics, working at the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly as a senior fiscal policy staffer for 
the Senate and House Republican minority.

Now, says Ziobron, after many years watching 
from a close distance, she’s ready to get back to 
the main stage — and she says she brings with 
her knowledge, both from serving in elected of-
fice in the past, and from her more recent staff 
role. She also said that many of the issues that 
mattered to her were the same as they were in 
the past.

“When I decided to run in 2012 for state rep,” 
she said, “I did so with a lot of fire in the belly 
about issues that were happening in the state. 
We had the two largest tax increases back-to 
back. We were in deficit, a projected deficit ev-
ery single year, and I entered the race saying, 
‘Hey, I want to follow the money. Where is all 
this money going?’” 

Ziobron said she is still motivated by fiscal 
and governmental transparency, but she also 
acknowledged that times had changed since she 
left office.

“There’s a lot of divisiveness. There’s a lot of 
angst in our in our universe and certainly in our 
local and state politics,” she said. “And I just felt 
that I had made a difference before. I could do 
so again.

Ziobron said she hoped her candidacy would 
inspire others to get involved in local govern-
ment.

“I really believe in the vision of a public ser-
vant,” she said. “I really believe in volunteer-
style government where you have local boards 
and commissions, and I feel like the divisiveness 
in our nation has contributed to people being 
afraid to get up and talk about their beliefs.”

Ziobron described herself as a “moderate 
Republican” who is unafraid to depart from 
the party majority on some issues, describing 
herself as “some would say liberal socially.” She 
noted her active role on cannabis legalization 
during her last term, and pointed out that she 
was a supporter of gay rights, adding that she 
supported “people being able to marry whoever 
the hell they want and for government to stay 
out of their bedroom.”

She also described herself as pro-choice, 
something that may break with traditional ste-
reotypes about Republicans, but she framed it 
in a way that pivoted towards more traditionally 
Republican talking points on issues like vacci-
nation and homeschooling.

“In the arena of bodily autonomy,” she said, 
“I believe in pro-choice for abortion, but also, 
you know, for vaccines. People, I think, have the 
ability to make choices by themselves.”

She said she was “very supportive of the 
Republican caucus’ position regarding home-
schools and vaccines recently,” and expressed 
her opposition to the current homeschooling 
bill has been making its way through the state’s 
General Assembly.

One issue where voters may see her working 
across the aisles is environmental protection, 
particularly when it comes to state parks and 
fisheries. She told the RIvereast that working to 
secure funding for state parks in her prior time 
in the state House of Representatives was an ac-
complishment that she took pride in, but also 
said she still had “unfinished business” regard-
ing Sunrise State Park in Moodus. 

A former vacation resort, Sunrise was later 
acquired by the state and established as a state 
park. Ziobron said she wanted to know why, af-

ter 10 years, “we still don’t have a sign on Sun-
rise State Park.”

Ziobron was also recently elected to the East 
Haddam Board of Education, and said that she 
supported efforts at the state level to tie the 
state’s current education cost sharing (ECS) 
grants, which distribute state education funds 
to local districts, to inflation.

Ziobron said voters in East Hampton, Had-
dam and Salem who see her name on the ballot 
should “expect fearless advocacy on behalf of 
the district.” 

“I am not afraid to call people out,” she said. 
“I’m not afraid also to meet them where they 
are.” 

Ziobron said she also knows that, in the 
country’s current political climate, she may find 
herself up against people who might have con-
sidered voting Republican in past elections, but 
won’t this time.

“There are some people who really, that’s 
enough for them, and you won’t be able to 
win their support,” she said. “When somebody 
says to me, ‘Oh, Trump,’ I say, ‘I understand 
why you have those personal feelings. I’m not 
running because of President Trump. I’m run-
ning despite President Trump, because we have 
problems and the first problem we have is, we 
have people who don’t know how to talk to each 
other anymore.’

“I am a Republican,” she said, “and I’m here to 
say that, you know, it’s okay to be a Republican 
and stand for things, whether they’re deemed 
right-wing issues or left-wing issues. Don’t be 
afraid to run for office just because you have a 
letter after your name.”

At the same time, she said, “I’m also a realist. 
I also know that there is a tone out there that, ‘If 
you’re a Republican and you’ve ever supported 

President Trump, then you’re dead to me and 
I can never vote for you.’ I think that there are 
a handful of people that have that opinion out 
there, and there’s nothing I could do – nothing.”

Ziobron said she hopes people will consider 
more than just the letter after her name, though 
she supports the state Republican caucus on 
many issues. She said she hopes voters will look 
at her past record and decide accordingly.

“I am still Melissa Ziobron,” she said. “I’m still 
the same person I was in 2012 except frankly, 
I’m a little smarter because of all the time I’ve 
spent on the budget committee. I wear glasses. 
I have to wear sneakers, no more high heels in 
my life, I have an extra 20 pounds on, but every-
thing else is the same.”

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holi-
day Closing: The library will be closed for Good 
Friday, April 3.

Adult Programs: Charcuterie Night: A 
Cookbook Club Event: Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 
p.m. Bring an item or two – cheese, crackers, 
fruit, olives, sweets, or spreads – to add to the 
giant community charcuterie board. After as-
sembling the board, then sample the food! Drop 
in or register.  

Paint & Pastries: Spring Edition: Adults & 
Grades 8-12: Monday, April 13, 11 a.m. Cel-
ebrate the season of spring with a morning of 
painting and pastries. Follow along with a guid-
ed activity or paint what you want. No experi-
ence needed, all materials provided. 

Teen Program: Magic: The Gathering 
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, April 18, 1-3 p.m. 
Whether you already know how to play the card 
game, or want to learn, come together and play 

with people of all skill levels. Bring your own 
decks or use one of ours.

Children’s Programs: DIY Days: Grades 
K-8: Saturday, April 4, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children 
and families in grades K-8 are invited to create 
a different toy, game, or treat together. No regis-
tration required; just drop in.

Lego at the Library: Grades K-6: Tuesday, 
April 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Come to the library to 
build a new creation based on a challenge/theme, 
solo or with friends. All Lego bricks provided.

Dog Man Party: Grades K-5: Saturday, April 
11, 2-3:30 p.m. Celebrate all things Dog Man 
with crafts, activities, and snacks inspired by the 
graphic novel.

Create Your Own Country with The GIANT 
Room!: Friday, April 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Create a 
name, laws, a flag, and a map of your very own 
country in this hands-on workshop. Partici-
pants will then transform their countries into 
printed trading cards which will be available for 
pickup a few weeks after the event. Registration 
is required but families can drop in anytime to 
participate. Please register just one member of 
our family; your registration covers the whole 
group. An America250 program.

Call to Artists
The East Hampton Art Association will have 

its annual Fine Art Show entitled “Up, Up & 
Away” on Saturday, May 16, rain or shine, on 
the Congregational Church lawn, 59 Main St.

There will be more than 20 exhibitors with art 
for sale; $5 cream puffs; an art auction; and over 
$600 worth of prizes will be awarded to the art-
ists, both members and nonmembers. 

If you would like to display your work, contact 
ehaact@gmail.com for the details and a regis-
tration form (which must be mailed back along 
with the entry fee and received by April 18). 

For more information, look for the associa-
tion on Facebook or visit easthamptonctartsas-
sociation.org.

Red Cross Blood Drive
East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-

cated at 59 Main St., will conduct a blood drive 
on Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Organizers say that, due to the bad winter, 
as well as the flu and COVID-19, blood drives 
across the state are missing targets for blood 
collection. 

To make an appointment, call 1-800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter East 
Hampton. All that donate will receive an exclu-
sive American Red Cross Life is Good T-shirt, 
while supplies last.

Easter Bake Sale
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle 

Haddam Rd., will hold an Easter Bake Sale 
on Saturday, April 4, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Items for sale include candy, cookies, 
scones, granola, pies, cakes and bread. 
Jams, jellies and preserves will also be 
available.

Helping Hands Open 
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open again, from 9-11 a.m. 
on the first and third Saturday of each month. 
Donations will be collected on those Saturdays, 
as well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.
For more information, call Beth Cunning-

ham at 860-365-1054.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org



Page 18	 NEWS BULLETIN • April 3, 2026

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Piela Enterprise, located at 35 West High St., is a true family affair, as Andrew Piela 
runs the home improvement business with his wife, and counts his 21-year-old son 
among his employees. From left are Matthew Piela, Agnes Piela, Andrew Piela and 
Ana Andriyashko.

Making Homes Beautiful a Passion for Piela 
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton resident Andrew Piela is the 
proud owner of Piela Enterprise, LLC, an East 
Hampton-based home improvement business 
that he started over 15 years ago, and while he 
learned much of his trade from his father, Piela 
says he learned a lot about business while serv-
ing in the United States Army.

Piela enlisted in 1999, he said, a few years af-
ter arriving in the United States from Poland.

“What the military teaches you,” he said, is 
to “do things on time, be disciplined, keep your 
promises, deliver to the people who are depend-
ing on you and always stand with the guys that 
you’re working with.”

That commitment to accountability is some-
thing that he said he now brings with him to 
each job.

Piela’s journey to his current career as a suc-
cessful business owner was a slow one. After 
leaving the military, he said he had jobs in vari-
ous industries, but always worked construction 
jobs on the side. Construction and renovation 
work, he said, was something that he learned 
from his own father, who was a handyman. 

“I learned from my dad,” he said. “We were 
always working on stuff and I was learning from 
him throughout my youth.”

After years of working for other people, Piela 
finally started Piela Enterprise, LLC, in 2010. By 
2015, it was successful enough that he made it 
his full-time job.

“We started as a home improvement com-
pany/home handyman service,” he said, “and 
as the time progressed, we started specializing 
more and more in kitchens and bathrooms, and 
that’s where our path took us, so for about eight 
years or so, most of our jobs [have been] kitch-
ens and bathrooms.”

Piela Enterprise is a family operation. Today, 

Piela runs the business with his wife and in-
cludes his 21-year-old son among his employ-
ees. Piela said his son had learned well, having 
accompanied him to job sites since he was 10 
years old.

One of the things that Piela Enterprise offers 
that others don’t, said Piela, is a showroom.

“We did open a showroom two years ago,” he 
said, “which allows us to deliver white glove ser-
vice to my clients.”

By that, he means that he is a one stop shop, 
where customers can work with him to come up 
with a design and then leave the rest — from 
hiring all the other workers, such as plumbers 
and electricians, to dealing with any permit re-
quirements — to him. 

“We take pride in our work,” he said. “We 
deliver quality products and quality workman-
ship to our clients. We stand behind our work. 
Should there be a rare occurrence of any issue, 
we will be there within hours, if not minutes, to 
handle the problem that may occur, especially if 
it’s more serious, so that’s what differentiates us.”

Piela also said that he works hard to keep up 
with the latest trends, products, materials and 
techniques. As an example, he said that the way 
showers and bathrooms are constructed is dif-
ferent than it was 10-15 years ago, due to newly 
available products and materials, and Piela said 
you have to keep up if you want to offer the best 
service to your customers.

“We are learning every single day,” he said. 
“In this trade, there’s nobody who knows ev-
erything. I’m learning. I’m learning every single 
day.”

At the end of the day, Peila said he hopes that 
clients will notice the personal touch that comes 
from working with a family-owned, local busi-
ness.

“Clients see me on the job sites,” he said, 

“making sure that I oversee those job sites well, 
that the progress is going the way they expect. 
If I’m not on the job site, my wife will be on the 
job site checking on everything, and my son is 

also on the job site. We all have the same last 
name and the company is the same thing, so we 
all carry that with pride.”

Rotary Club Scholarship 
The deadline is today for to apply for East 

Hampton Rotary Club’s 2026 scholarship. 
Any high school senior graduating in 2026 
who resides in either East Hampton or Marl-
borough is eligible.

Applicants must be graduating or have 
graduated from a secondary school accred-
ited by the State of Connecticut and use the 
scholarship for expenses at an accredited 4- 

or 5-year college or university, community 
college, trade school or commercial school. 
Various single and multiple year scholarships 
available. 

Applications are available online at tinyurl.
com/EHRotaryScholarship2026 or through 
the guidance department of East Hampton 
High School, RHAM, Mercy, Xavier and Vi-
nal. Applications are due April 3. 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St., 
are held Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday 
school every week following the sermon.

Easter Schedule: Friday, April 3: Good 
Friday service, 6 p.m.; Sunday, April 5 – 
Easter Sunday: Sunrise Service, 6 a.m., at 
Sears Park on Lake Pocotopaug; Easter ser-
vice at Bethlehem, 10 a.m.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-
accessible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH 
or www.bethlehemeh.org.

Second Congregational 
Easter Schedule

Second Congregational Church of Middle 
Haddam, which is yoked with Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church, invites all to its up-
coming Easter services.

A sunrise worship service will be held in the 
church yard of Haddam Neck Congregational at 
7 a.m. Easter morning, Sunday, April 5, followed 
by a potluck breakfast in the Parish House.  

The 10:30 a.m. worship service on Easter will 
be held at Second Congregational in Middle 
Haddam. Coffee hour follows. 

For more information on any service, visit 
www.haddamneckcongregationalchurch.org. 

Bellringer Market
at EHHS

There will be a Bellringer Market Saturday, 
April 25, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at East Hampton 
High School, 15 N. Maple St.

Local artisans and student artisans will be 
featured.

Rain date is Sunday, April 26.

Lions Offer Scholarships
The East Hampton Lions Club is offering 

students graduating an opportunity to apply 
for its four annual scholarships – the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service 
Award. 

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High 
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic 
schools, or are home-schooled. 

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.

Pet Donation Drive
The East Hampton High School Student 

Council will hold its fourth annual “Drive & 
Drop” pet donation collection on Saturday, 
April 11, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Donations will be 
collected in front of the high school. There is no 
need to get out of your car; just drive up and 
students will collect your donations. 

Some items in need are laundry detergent, 
garbage bags, cat & dog food, treats, kitty litter, 
gently used beds, dish soap, used towels & blan-
kets, toys, and tennis balls (used are fine). This 
year all items donated will support the Change 
of Life Rescue and the Humane Society.

Volunteers are wanted to help out at the 
event. For more information, email rbullett@
easthamptonct.org. 
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All Items Subject To Availability. Not Responsible For Typographical Errors.

OPEN MON. - SAT. OPEN MON. - SAT. 
8 AM - 9PM 8 AM - 9PM 

 OPEN SUNDAY  OPEN SUNDAY 
10AM - 6PM10AM - 6PM

4 MAIN ST, PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE

860-568-3659
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

           @PUTNAMPLAZASUPERLIQUORS

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine WineSUPERLIQUORSCT.COM 
•on-line ordering •local 

delivery or pick up at store

$$32329999
TanquerayTanqueray
ImportedImported
GinGin
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

Boen Boen 
Pinot Noir or Pinot Noir or 
ChardonnayChardonnay
750 ml750 ml

$$19199999
WoodbridgeWoodbridge
Wines Wines 
AssortedAssorted
750 ml750 ml

$$449999 $$25259999
AperolAperol
AperitivoAperitivo
750 ml750 ml

$$27279999
Michelob Michelob 
UltraUltra
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

      PRICES GOOD Thurs. April 2nd thru Sat. April 25th, 2026.

plus dep.plus dep.
$$779999
CupcakeCupcake
WinesWines
AssortedAssorted
750 ml750 ml

CLOSED
EASTER

Kendall-Jackson Kendall-Jackson 
Vintner’s Reserve Vintner’s Reserve 
ChardonnayChardonnay
750 ml750 ml

$$10108080 plus dep.plus dep.

JimJim
BeamBeam
BourbonBourbon
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

BarefootBarefoot
Wines Wines 
AssortedAssorted
1.5 Liter1.5 Liter

$$999999 $$29299999
PatrónPatrón
SilverSilver
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

MeioniMeioni
PinotPinot
NoirNoir
750 ml750 ml

$$17177676 $$39399999

Miller Lite or Miller Lite or 
Coors Light Coors Light 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$25259999

CIT4-2-26

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

C
IT

4-
2-

26

BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.
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E
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T

E
SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

Find the PERFECT 

IN EAST HAMPTON, CT
OFFICE
Current Occupants are RELOCATING!

FOR SALE

8 West High Street
EAST HAMPTON, CT

Please Call 
860.529.9000 x 113 

www.NewEnglandRetail.com

R
E3-27-26

RTC Offering Scholarship
The East Hampton Republican Town Com-

mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East 
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career 
in a trade and graduating in 2026. 

This award is open to any graduating student 
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal 
high schools, or homeschooled East Hampton 
residents. Applications are available from the 
guidance department in the schools. 

Deadline for submission of applications is 
May 15.

KoC Scholarships, 
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190 
announces the availability of three $1,000 
scholarships to students continuing their 
education at an accredited college/universi-
ty.  Applicants must be members of St. John 
Paul II Parish. 

The council will also award two $500 
Helping Hands grants to members of St. 
John Paul II Parish attending Mercy or 
Xavier High Schools.  

Applications are available at guidance of-
fices and the parish center office at sjp2par-
ishoffice@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by 
April 17.

American Legion to Meet
The next meeting of the Treadway Cavanaugh 

American Legion Post 64 will be held Tuesday, 
April 14, at 7 p.m., at the VFW, 20 North Maple St. 

All members are encouraged to attend. Any 
veterans interested in joining are also welcome.

Easter Sunday at Congregational Church 
East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-

cated at 59 Main St., will hold its Easter Sunday 
service this Sunday, April 5, at 10 a.m. 

There will be special choir and bell music, 
along with a sermon.  After service there will be 
an Easter egg hunt on the lawn for all children 

to enjoy.
Office hours are Monday and Wednesday, 

9 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call the 
church at 860-267-4959 or email congregation-
alchurchcheh@gmail.com.
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single – 

Served Every Friday and Saturday
DINE-IN ONLY IN DINING ROOM

C
IT

3-
27

-2
6

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

EASTEREASTER
serving regular serving regular 

menu plus menu plus 
traditional ham traditional ham 

and Rack of and Rack of 
LambLamb

MAKE YOUR MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS RESERVATIONS 

TODAY!TODAY!

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
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www.lakesidebar-grill.com

NEW LUNCH MENU!
Join us EASTER SUNDAY

Special Menu Al l Day!
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
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109 Loomis Road, Colchester, CT 06415
(860) 365-5846 • Credit Cards Accepted

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

TOP SOIL, COMPOST
& MULCH

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Now Open For The Season!
Brown, Black & Red
Mulch $48/yard

Lowest Mulch Prices 
Around!

Easter Plants & Gifts Available!Easter Plants & Gifts Available!
Seasonal Wreaths, Crafts and so much more!

R
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

Sale ends April 30, 2026.
Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED

1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeCottage
Reg $11,326

SALE $9195
CarefreeGreenhouse
Reg $6,444

SALE $5195
CarefreeColonial
Reg $6,429

SALE $5143

With Ramp! With Dormer andRamp!

10x12 12x16 8x10

CarefreeCottage
Reg $10,164

SALE $8131
CarefreeCottage
Reg $11,135

SALE $8908
CarefreeDutch Garage
Reg $21,304

SALE $16,995

With Ramp!

With Vinyl
Siding, Loft
andRamp!
Shown with
optional
Cupola and
Weathervane.

14x36 10x16 12x20

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860 267-7600 Clinton 860 664-1620

THIS SPRING AT CAREFREE
SAVEUP TO 20%

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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HURRYIN – THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

With Loft andRamp!

0%
Financ

ing
for 12

months

to qual
ified bu

yers!
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www.ironchris.com

860-530-1781
Call Iron Chris

EDC Now Accepting Scholarship Applications YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for 
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May 
1. Scholarships are available for families with 
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and 
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s 
camp combines professional-level training 
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building 
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage 
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. Afternoons 

are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s main-
stage production.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s 
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as 
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a 
rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a 
magical snowman to find her estranged sister, 
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers 
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-
ter. Performances will take place July 23–25 at 
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the 
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In 
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event,” a 
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to 
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may 
audition in advance, auditions are not required 
to participate. Those who choose not to audi-
tion will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA 
also offers valuable behind-the-scenes training, 
with many campers gaining hands-on experi-
ence as members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

The Town of East Hampton Economic De-
velopment Commission is now accepting ap-
plications for its new scholarship. 

Any East Hampton High School senior 
planning to study business or a related field 
at an accredited four-year school this fall is 
eligible and encouraged to apply. 

The purpose of this scholarship is to en-

courage local students to pursue careers in 
business and related fields, and to show them 
community support. Get the full details, eli-
gibility requirements and access the applica-
tion through the guidance department at East 
Hampton High School. 

The application deadline is May 1.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 
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TUESDAY: 20% OFF
Your Entire Dinner Bill

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée,

Get One 1/2 OFF
(higher price prevails)

OFFer good after 4pm  
April 7 & 8.  

Online orders use code SPRING26

Book Mother’s Day and Graduation Celebrations Now!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

FRIENDS GATHER HERE
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CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Happy  EasterHappy  Easter
from Sweet Jean’s Family!from Sweet Jean’s Family!

13 North Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

(860) 467-6334
OPEN: Mon. – Sun. 6:00am-2:00pm CLOSED: Tues.

We are open Easter Sunday 6am-12pm!
RE4-3-26
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Library Friends Offering 
Scholarship

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any 
East Hampton resident, who is currently in his 
or her senior year of high school. 

The student should intend to continue his or 
her post-secondary education in a formal man-
ner, such as college, trade school, or a certificate 
program. The applicant should have had some 
involvement with a library that has positively 
impacted his or her life.

 Access the scholarship application at east-
hamptonpubliclibrary.org/friends-of-the-li-
brary-scholarship-application, pick up a hard 
copy at the library, or through your school’s 
guidance office.

Submit your completed application form by 
April 10.

March Madness – Bowling Edition… The 2026 March Madness Senior Bowling Tournament was held Wednesday, March 18, at Kickback n’ Bowl. Congratulations to the 
winning team: Brian LaRoe, Dave Burke, Nancy Ninesling, Barbara Falcha and John Sciacca.

Antique Appraisal Day
The Chatham Historical Society will host its 

29th annual Antique Appraisal Day on Satur-
day, April 18, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the Town 
Hall conference room at 1 Community Drive.

Up to four experienced appraisers will be on 
site. The fee is $6.00 per item, and no appoint-
ment is necessary. Bring your heirlooms and 
discover their value—whether you’re deciding 
to keep them or finally let them go.

This event is a fundraiser supporting the on-
going maintenance of the society’s two museum 
buildings and the 1840 one-room schoolhouse.

For more information, call 8605390988.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING 

NEEDES IN ONE PLACE!  

  

GGRRAANNDD  
RREEOOPPEENNIINNGG    
PPAAVVEERR  SSAALLEE!!  

AApprriill  1100tthh  ––  1122tthh  
  

OOuurr  oolldd  ssttoocckk  mmuusstt  ggoo!!  
((WWhhiillee  ssuupppplliieess  llaasstt))    

Colchester Stone Landscape Supply LLC 
631 Old Hartford Rd, Colchester 

860-537-1526  

- Topsoil  - Compost  
- Mulch  - Sand 
- Pavers   - Decorative Stone 
- Walls  - Fire Pits 
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Big enough to be 
professional – Small 
enough to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 5.95% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®

C
IT

3-
12

-2
6

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

(860) 928-2341 

697 Pomfret Street,  
Pomfret Center, CT 06259

392-A Merrow Road,  
Tolland, CT 06084

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Dan & Lois’s story

This statement was provided 9/3/2025 by Dan and Lois Shaughness, who are clients. 
This statement may not be representative of the experience of others and is not a 
guarantee of future performance or success. For additional reviews, search us wherever 
local businesses are reviewed. 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

Dan & Lois

WHZ,  
Switching to you as our 
financial partner has allowed 
us to achieve goals earlier 
than we thought possible, and  
        your proactive approach    
              allows us to trust you  
                   completely. 

                     Thank you!

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

for the Better
Change

CIT4-2-26
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Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service

Hebron will hold its annual Ecumenical Sunrise Service this Sunday, April 5, at 
6:30 a.m., in the field behind Gilead Congregational Church. Pictured is a scene from 
last year’s service.

All are invited to celebrate Easter at Hebron’s 
annual Ecumenical Sunrise Service on Sunday, 
April 5, at 6:30 a.m. 

This special service will take place in the field 
behind Gilead Congregational Church, UCC 
(672 Gilead St.), with leaders from Hebron faith 
communities coming together to guide all in 
worship.

In case of inclement weather, the service will 
be moved indoors to the sanctuary of Gilead 
Congregational. Following the service, light re-
freshments will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall for all to enjoy.

Gilead Congregational’s Easter festivities 
continue with a traditional service at 10 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. All are also invited.

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
49 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Do you LOVE spending time with 
animals of all kinds?

Would you like to earn extra money 
on your schedule?

Join our team of Independent Dog 
Walkers and Pet Sitters at 

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Have fun, make money, love animals!
To find out more…

Text Suzanne at 860.368.9125
Email shakefour@yahoo.com
Visit shakealegpetsitting.com
or Scan the QR code below! 
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Braces Made Me Smile!

Alexis

10 Wall Street
Hebron, CT 06248 www.raneyorthodontics.com

(860) 228-9800

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERSSTOVES & FIREPLACES - GAS, WOOD, OR PELLET 

CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

www.f i res idesupply .netwww.f i res idesupply .net

860.228.1383860.228.1383

ENTERIN
GENTERIN
G

OUROUR
34TH YEAR!
34TH YEAR!

CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

FIRESIDE SUPPLY,  INC.FIRESIDE SUPPLY,  INC.

RE2-7-25

Easter Egg Hunt
Christ Lutheran Church is having its annual 

Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, at 11 a.m. 
This event will be at the church located at 330 
Church St., Amston. 

This event is open to the community. All chil-
dren 12 and under are invited to participate. 
Bring your Easter baskets to collect the eggs.  
Refreshments will be served after the collection 
of eggs.  

Transfer Station
Spring Hours

The Hebron Transfer Station has switched to 
its spring/summer hours, which are: Sundays, 8 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m.; and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following pieces of news. For 
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Closing: The library is closed on Good Fri-
day, April 3. It will be open Saturday, April 4.

Adult Programs: Medicare Info Session: 
Wednesday, April 8, 2 and 6 p.m. Learn the ins 
and outs of Medicare and the differences be-
tween original Medicare and Medicare Advan-
tage with Mark Macrina, a local insurance agent 
with an office in Colchester. 

Friday Film: Friday, April 10, 1 p.m.  Killers 
of the Flower Moon (rated R) will be shown. Free 
water and popcorn will be served.

Chair Yoga: Saturday, April 11, 10 a.m. In 
these classes you will use the support of the 
chair to arrive in yoga poses, move, breathe, 
and ultimately feel good. Certified yoga teacher 
Karen Gomez will lead the classes. Registration 
is required as space is limited.  

Historical Database: Saturday, April 11, 
11:30 a.m. Romano Ghirlanda, president of 
Marlborough Preservation Society, will intro-

duce free online resources for historic and ge-
nealogy research.

Artist of the Month: Stop in and view a com-
prehensive collection of artwork by local artist 
Rachel Crawford Imlah in the library Commu-
nity Room.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play, regardless of skill level. 

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their 
skills.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every 
Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling all builders!!!  Get 
creative and build some Lego creations.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday 
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories, 
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Easter Weekend Schedule: Good Friday, 
April 3: Service, 3 p.m. (CHF); Tenebrae, 7:30 
p.m. (STC); Easter Vigil, April 4: 8 p.m. (CHF); 
and Easter Sunday, April 5: 8:30 a.m. (STC); 
and 10:30 a.m. (CHF).

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Lenten Food Drives: The K of C is also spon-
soring food drives during Lent (Palm Sunday 
is the final date), at STC to benefit CSK, and at 
CHF for Hebron Interfaith Human Services.

Cereal & Meatloves for CSK: The Social 
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal 
each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK) 
in Willimantic; the next date is April 12. Cere-
al donations are also welcome any time; place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box near 
the CHF Robing Room. The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. You can 
deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer in the 
garage (use side entrance) closest to the CHF 
Parish House or the freezer in the STC church 
hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. Meat-
loaves are delivered the next day. The next due 

date is April 28. Contact Diane (860-508-9959) 
for more information.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens 
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth 
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the 
month from September through June (except 
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening 
of games, food, and discussion. Teens are asked 
to confirm attendance prior to each meeting to 
ensure there are enough snacks and pizza for 
everyone. See the parish website for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This 
new parish ministry supports trafficked survi-
vors and victims in Connecticut. Items needed: 
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new 
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and 
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera, 
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact 
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & 
dryer sheets; toiletries & women’s personal hy-
giene products; household cleaning products 
& 13- & 33-39-gallon trash bags (available at 
Home Depot – HD brand); men’s crew neck T-
shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s 
briefs (sizes 6-10); hand & body warmers; men’s 
& women’s crew and quarter socks and new or 
gently-used clean sweatshirts, sweatpants and 
hoodies; and 8x10 tarps for the Outreach Pro-
gram. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the CHF Cry Room or the 
designated bin in the STC entryway. Contact 
Monica (860-228-4211) for more information.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome to join in this study, 
where together they’ll learn what it means to 
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter 
5:12). 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, April 16.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office; there are several new ministers 

trained and wanting to help.
TWC Upward Running Club: This class, 

which runs through April 11, is designed to 
improve faith, fitness and fellowship within the 
community through a walking and/or running 
program custom made for your fitness level. 
Finish off the program by completing a 5K. 
Download the app, or contact the church office 
for more details. Training sessions meet at the 
church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m. 

Easter Bake Sale: Saturday, April 4, 10 a.m.–2 
p.m., at the church, and Easter Sunday after the 
service. Come get some goodies for your Easter 
gatherings and help raise funds for the Women’s 
Summer Retreat.

Easter Services – Join Us on the Hill!: Seder 
Supper, 4/1, 6 p.m.; Good Friday Service, 4/3, 
7 p.m.; Sunrise Service, 4/5, 6:15 a.m.; Easter 
Worship Service, 4/5, 10 a.m. All at 99 Marjorie 
Circle, Hebron.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: April 10 (on 2nd Friday).

Fellowship Luncheon: Sunday, April 12, 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. All are invited following the 
10 a.m. service for the church’s first luncheon of 
the year. Food and drink will be provided and 
all are welcome.

‘Day of Tears’ Program on April 12
 A special program and discussion highlight-

ing the largest sale of enslaved people in Ameri-
can history will be held in Hebron on Sunday, 
April 12 from 3-6 p.m. The event is sponsored 
by Sanctuary Performing Arts and the Coalition 
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) and will be held 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St.

On March 2 and 3, 1859, the largest auction of 
enslaved people in American history took place 
in Savannah, Ga. More than 400 men, women 
and children were sold. As the auction began, 
the skies darkened and a torrential rain began 
to fall. The rain continued for two days, stop-
ping only when the auction ended. Those days 
became known as “The Weeping Time.”

This staged reading is told by those who lived 
it: the enslaver, the seller, and the husbands, 
wives and lovers who clung to the desperate 

hope of keeping their families intact. It is based 
on the novel Day of Tears by Julius Lester, who 
granted his permission for this adaptation.

  A reception will follow the program in St. 
Peter’s parish hall. It will feature hors d’oeuvres 
and a discussion with the Day of Tears director 
and cast. 

 Registration is strongly recommended, but 
tickets may be available at the door. Reserva-
tions can be made at www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/day-of-tears-mlk-event. Ticket costs 
are $20 for adults and $5 for youth.

For anyone who registered for the event origi-
nally scheduled for January (but was postponed 
due to weather), their ticket will be honored on 
April 12. If that date no longer works for some-
one who registered previously, they can email 
CoDE at code.diversity1@gmail.com and re-
quest a refund.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules 
Christians should break as often as possible.” 
There are two day/time options to attend: the 
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the 
second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 4, 11 a.m., 
open to all children 12 and under.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more in-
formation about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call the church at 860-228-1152.

Bernice Barrasso
Senior Luncheon

The Hebron Lions Club invites seniors 
living in Hebron and Amston to its also 
Senior Luncheon, held in memory of Lion 
Bernice Barrasso. The luncheon will be Sat-
urday, April 11, at the Lions Clubhouse at 
the Lions Fairgrounds, 347 Gilead St.

Check-in is at 11:45 a.m. and the lun-
cheon begins at noon. Lunch is free, but 
RSVP by Monday, April 6. 

To RSVP, contact Allegra Weir at as-
rbweir@hebronlions.club or call/text 860-
918-0722. When RSVPing, please include 
your first and last name, and your lunch 
preference: chicken or salmon.
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JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
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Calling All Hebron Artists!
The Hebron Creative Collective will hold 

the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May 
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in 
Hebron – and the deadline for applications is 
coming up.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate 
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash 
prizes totaling $500. 

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to 
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork. 
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc), 
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24 
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two 
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22 
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for 
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be 
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-
ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is 

$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes 
totaling $500 will be awarded based on use of 
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency 
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will 
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should 
be cropped to art’s edges, well-lit, and at least 
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on 
April 17. 	

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine 
artist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes 
in oils and pastels, and is known for her land-
scapes and wildlife paintings. She has won many 
awards and her art is in private collections all 
over the world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.
com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application 
and submission guidelines. Questions can be 
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Beginners Pickleball Clinic: At Hebron El-
ementary School Wednesday, April 8, from 
5-6:30 p.m. 

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays, 
April 21-June 2, at Gilead Hill School. Whether 

you’re new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner, 
all are welcome. 

Tai Chi: Thursdays, April 23-June 4 (no class 
May 21), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. 
This is a low-impact form of exercise focusing 
on a series of slow, graceful, and continuous 
movements. This program is open to adults of 
all fitness levels. No prior experience is neces-
sary. 

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

Bus Trip to Cracker Barrel: Monday, April 
27, leave at 11 a.m. and return at approximately 
3 p.m. Cost is $5 for transportation. Space lim-
ited to eight spots.

Men’s ‘Golden Oldies’ Social Activities 
Group: Friday, April 24, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If 
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men, 

call social worker Dennis Farrar, MSW at 860-
228-1700 ext. 204 to register. 

Chair Yoga and Sound Healing: Tuesday, 
April 28, 10 a.m.-noon. This is a two-part pro-
gram. Chair Yoga, a gentle form of yoga that 
uses a chair for balance or as a prop for poses/
asanas, will be followed by Sound Bath, expe-
riencing sound healing instruments like crystal 
bowls. This two-hour program costs $25 and is 
led by yoga instructor Sara Billings. Register by 
Monday, April 27. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration 
is required by noon the day before the trip. 
Call 860-228-1700. Schedule: Friday, April 10, 
Walmart, 11 a.m.; Friday, April 17, Stop & Shop, 
11 a.m.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513) in 
Hebron. Priest is the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. The 
church is located on Route 85, a quarter-mile 
south of the intersection with Route 66, at 30 
Church St. For more information on St. Peter’s, 
visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. Peter’s 
Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Book Club: The club has completed its win-
ter session. The next session will begin after 
Labor Day.

Easter Sunrise Service: 6 a.m. at the hill of 
Gilead Congregational Church.  St. Peter’s par-
ticipates in this ecumenical service, and all are 
welcome.  

Easter Sunday Services: At St. Peter’s Church 
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Both services will include 
music. The 10 a.m. service will feature brass and 
choir.

 Easter Pageant: Sunday, April 12, 10 a.m. All 

are invited as church children celebrate the joy 
of Easter through the Easter pageant.  

 Parish Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 11, 
9 a.m. Bring your rakes, tarps and garden tools 
to help make St. Peter’s beautiful for the spring 
season. 

Project Hope Dinner Assembly: Saturday, 
April 25, 2 p.m. Meet in the parish hall to pre-
pare meals for the homeless clients of Project 
Hope in Willimantic.

 Community Lasagna Dinner: Saturday, 
April 18, 4 p.m. This will be a take-out meal of 
freshly made lasagna and desserts. A portion of 
proceeds will benefit Project Hope.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at 
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir: 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings: 
Building and Grounds, Community Events 
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and 
Vestry.

Historic Research - Assistance with Online Resources
Need help navigating online resources for 

your research? Bring your laptop and research 
questions to Douglas Library, 22 Main St., on 
Saturday, April 11, at 11:30 a.m. 

Romano Ghirlanda of the Marlborough Pres-
ervation Society will provide a hands on class 
focusing on free resources available through the 
Connecticut State Library, such as war, probate 
and colonial records. Library of Congress, his-
toric newspapers, town GIS and other free on-

line sources will be covered.
Space is limited. Registration is required by 

April 8. Contact douglaslibrary.org or call 860-
228-9312. A Connecticut State Library card is 
recommended but not required.

This program is a free collaborative America 
250 series offering of Hebron Historical Society 
and the Douglas Library of Hebron. Donations 
are appreciated.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates. 
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the 
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Friday, 4/3 – Gilead’s Sanctuary Open 
for Good Friday Meditation from noon-3 p.m. 
(Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); Sunday, 4/5 – He-
bron’s Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service at 
6:30 a.m. (Outdoors at Gilead Church, weather 
permitting); Sunday, 4/5 – Easter Sunday Wor-
ship Service with Communion at 10 a.m. (Gil-
ead Church’s Sanctuary; Online; Livestreamed); 
Monday, 4/6 – Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (On-
line via Zoom); Tuesday, 4/7 – AA Meeting at 
7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 4/8 
– Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellowship 
Hall); Wednesday, 4/8 – Book Group at 10:45 
a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 4/8 – Choir 
Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); 
Thursday, 4/9 – Trustees Meeting at 7 p.m. (Par-

ish House); Friday, 4/10 – Faith and Film Pot-
luck Gathering at 6 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s 
services in-person or online through YouTube 
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Springtime Collection for HIHS: This 
spring, all are invited to give back by donating 
needed household cleaning items to Hebron 
Interfaith Human Services. Drop off your do-
nations in the church’s main hallway. For more 
information, call the church office at 860-228-
3077.

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, April 10 (note 
the new date), 6 p.m. Come to the Fellowship 
Hall to watch a movie and share food and com-
pany.  No RSVP necessary. 

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion 
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The 
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m. 

Favorite Ladies’ Tea and Accessories Swap: 
Saturday, May 9, in the Fellowship Hall; time 
to be determined. Come to the church along 
with your favorite lady, a sweet or savory treat 
to share, and an accessory to swap. Tea and re-
freshments will be provided. For more informa-
tion, call the church at 860-228-3077.
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TRI-COUNTY
CHIMNEY SERVICE llc

FULLY INSURED & STATE LICENSED

TED FUINI, Owner • LICENSE #554259

Call 860-537-1717 today! 

SHOULD INCLUDE YOUR
CHIMNEY ALSO!

CALL TODAY!
Locally Owned & Operated

SPRING CLEANING 

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $167.99 •  5-Steps only $205.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 
Limits

No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

Petite Spa of Wellness Soon to Celebrate One Year

Patricia Sanford is about to mark one year of owning her own business – the massage therapy 
practice Petite Spa of Wellness, located on Middletown Road.

By Toriana Williams
Patricia Sanford didn’t set out with a defini-

tive plan to become a small business owner. In-
stead, her journey unfolded gradually, through 
years of hands-on experience, repeated oppor-
tunities and ultimately a decision to say yes 
when it mattered most. 

Today, nearly a year into running her own 
massage therapy practice – Petite Spa of Well-
ness – in the Colchester area, Sanford reflected 
on a career rooted in care, adaptability and an 
appreciation for the human body in all its beau-
tiful complexity.

“I’ve been a massage therapist for nearly 20 
years,” Sanford started. “I graduated in 2007 …  
and now I’ve opened up my own massage busi-
ness, and I still do wedding hair on the side, too.”

Her path into massage therapy wasn’t linear. 
Sanford originally attended a vocational school 
focused on cosmetology, where she trained in 
hair, skincare and nail services. That foundation 
introduced her to anatomy in a practical way; 
She learned the muscles and structures of the 
hands, face, neck and legs.

“When you’re learning facials and manicures 
and pedicures, you have to learn the muscles 
and the structure,” she explained. “I graduated 
hair school thinking to myself, ‘Okay, I have ba-
sically the back left. I should go learn that.’”

That led Sanford to pursue massage therapy 
in a formal sense, which expanded her skill set 
into an overarching approach to wellness. Over 
the years, Sanford worked in a wide range of 
environments, from spas to chiropractic offices, 
steadily building both technical expertise and a 
deep understanding of client needs.

“I worked at Norwich Inn for quite some time, 
about six years. I worked at Saybrook Point Inn 
for multiple years. I’ve worked at small little 
places … multiple different chiropractic offices 
as well,” she said. Despite her extensive experi-
ence, Sanford didn’t immediately jump into en-
trepreneurship. In fact, she admitted she turned 
down the opportunity several times before fi-
nally embracing it.

“The opportunity kept presenting itself to 
me,” she said. “And I’ve turned it down multiple 
times. … This time, it came to me again and I 
said, ‘How many times is the opportunity going 
to present itself to me … before I finally say yes 
to it?’” Her perspective became more decisive: 
“How many times is the universe going to knock 
on your front door before you finally open it?”

That moment of clarity came during a partic-
ularly transformative period in her life – while 
she was on maternity leave with her youngest 
child. “It was definitely something. The oppor-
tunity presented itself to me while I was still on 
maternity leave, and I thought to myself, ‘it’s 
now or never,’” she said.

Balancing a new and growing business with 

family life is no small feat and certainly not for 
the faint of heart. Sanford is a mother of two, 
including a 1-year-old son and a 7-year-old 
daughter. She acknowledges the challenges but 
also embraces the rewards. “I still have serious 
mom brain,” she said with a laugh, “but it’s re-
warding, absolutely.”

An important part of her success has been the 
support of her husband, whose role has been 
both practical and foundational. Sanford shared 
that he didn’t just encourage her, he actively 
helped bring the business to life. From setting 
up the physical space to supporting her transi-
tion into full independence, his contributions 
have been instrumental as he helped to quite 
literally build the business from the ground up.

Now operating her own practice, Sanford has 
found fulfillment in both the autonomy and im-
pact of her work. “My favorite part? Really, all of 
it,” she said. “I like making my own hours. I like 
being able to say, ‘this is what’s on the menu.’ I 
can’t find anything that I would consider to be a 
headache … because all of it’s worth it.”

Her approach to massage therapy, said San-
ford, is deeply individualized. “It has to be,” she 
said. Rather than applying a one-size-fits-all 
method, Sanford has tailored each session to the 
specific needs of the client. “You have to [per-
sonalize], because no two people have the same 
things they want to work on,” she explained. 
“Everybody’s going to come in with different 
things … and you always have to be able to ad-
just to their preferences and their needs.”

Her client base reflects the diversity, spanning 
decades in age and a wide range of lifestyles. 
“Most of my clients vary in age anywhere from 
… 20, 25 all the way up to 85,” she said. 

That range requires flexibility in technique 
and intention. A younger client recovering from 
an intense workout may need a completely dif-
ferent approach than an older client seeking re-
laxation and relief from chronic tension.

While immediate relief is often the goal for 
both her and her clients, Sanford also empha-
sizes long-term wellness through education and 
simple habits.

“My number one tip is always a stretch,” she 
said. “Who couldn’t benefit from stretching?” 
Though she admitted that specific advice often 
emerges organically during sessions, she values 
the interactive nature of her work. “Their ques-
tions trigger little things that are hidden in my 
brain … I’m like, ‘oh yes, I remember, you could 
do this too,’” she said.

In addition to massage therapy, Sanford 
continues to offer on-site bridal hairstyling, 
blending her original training with her current 
practice. She travels to venues to style bride and 
wedding parties, contributing to meaningful life 
events in a different but complementary way. 

Both avenues of her work allow clients to feel 
better on the outside and inside as well.

As she nears closer to the one-year anniver-
sary of her business opening, Sanford is focused 
on growth, both in clientele and community 
presence. She has begun connecting with other 
local business owners through community net-
working groups and is exploring other opportu-
nities like farmers markets and events. 

“So far, I would say it’s growing,” she said. “I 
would like it to grow some more. Wouldn’t we 
all?” she added with a laugh.

For Sanford, success isn’t defined by a single 
milestone or moment. Instead, it’s built through 
consistent, meaningful interactions with clients, 

many of whom leave her practice feeling not 
just physically better, but genuinely cared for.

“You get a lot of ‘thank you so much, that 
helped me so much,’” she said. “Those things, 
they stick with you. They accumulate, and you 
really hold them near and dear. … It makes you 
want to continue to do your job to the best of 
your ability every single day.”

Petite Spa of Wellness is located on 752 
Middletown Rd. in Unit A. Learn more about 
Sanford’s services through her website, www.
massagebook.com/therapists/petite-spa-of-
wellness?src=external, or on Facebook or Insta-
gram @petitespaofwellness. Call 860-884-7030 
with questions or to book a massage as well.

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

YOU 
LIST...

WE SELL!

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance 

to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details. R
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7 Chestnut Hollow Rd. 2 bed, 
2.5 bath over 55 townhouse in 
petite community. Close to 
highway, shopping, schools & 
new Senior Center, hardwd, 
tile. Bright & airy open flr 
plan. Very clean, won’t last.

COLCHESTER	 $399,500

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

OPEN SAT. APRIL 4TH •  11-1PM

LIST WITH US
Earn $100000*

Let Us Show You How!

Scott

PaulNick

Martin

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACTCONTRACT

ABOVEABOVE
LIST PRICELIST PRICE

220 West Rd. Top to bottom 
remodeled 3 bed, 2 bath 
ranch on 2.7 acres. New roof, 
windows and brand new 
septic system. 1400sf barn 

COLCHESTER	 $499,900

Call Paul for details
860-537-5400

with trolley and 600sf lean To. A Must 
See!

BRICK RANCH WITH A BARN

CLOSEDCLOSED
HAPPY SELLER!
HAPPY SELLER!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

5 Vicki Ln. Clean Ridgeview. 
2 bed, 3 bath condo with  
finished lower level. 1st floor 
laundry, remodeled kitchen, 
new acrylic baths. Ready to 
occupy.

COLCHESTER	 $349,500

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 5/15/26 04
02
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the salt off your car!

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
Tired of Paying Too Much for Auto Insurance?

R
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, April 6: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign, Passover Celebration; 11 a.m.-
noon, Haircuts; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness Orienta-
tion by appointment; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, 
Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, April 7: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Spring Center-
piece Workshop; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole, AARP Meeting; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 6 
p.m., Spring Centerpiece. 

Wednesday, April 8: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 10:30 a.m., Life Re-
view Writing; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m., 
Cardio; 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, April 9: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; no Yoga today; 
noon, Senior Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., 
Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 p.m., 
Knit & Crochet; 6 p.m., Mindfulness for Every-
day Living – Class 1. 

Friday, April 10: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood Pressure 
Clinic; no Yoga today; 11:15 a.m., Chatham 
Health Education Series; 12:30 p.m., Charcoal 
Mini Class; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Pre-Season Golf League Meeting: Tuesday, 
April 14, 2 p.m. This is an informational meet-
ing to discuss the 2026 Golf League season at 
Chanticlair Golf Course in Colchester. This is a 
senior co-ed league and new members are wel-
come. Attend the meeting or call the center for 
more information. 

Journey with Joni: Tuesday, April 14, 6 p.m. 
This month, try different snacks from Poland 
and watch a brief travel video. There is no cost, 

but registration is required.
Spring Fever Luncheon: Wednesday, April 

15, 11 a.m. Celebrate this season of growth and 
new beginnings with a good-time spring party. 
The Boomers will perform favorites from Buf-
fett, the Eagles, Springsteen, Zac Brown, and 
more. Lunch will follow with glazed ham, rice 
pilaf, green beans almondine, and apple crumb 
pie. Tickets are $10 per person. Space is limited; 
registration is required.

Mixed Media Art Adventure: Tuesdays 
starting April 20 at 10 a.m. In this six-week 
workshop, beginner and intermediate students 
will create unique artworks. Design elements, 
design principles, color theory, and even a little 
art history will be touched upon lightly in pass-
ing. Jeff Poole is instructor. Cost is $60 per per-
son. Space is limited. 

Trivia Night: Tuesday, April 21, 6 p.m. Snacks 
will be provided, and prizes will be given. Cost 
is $7. 

Oil Painting with Brianna: Thursday, April 
23, 6 p.m. All levels welcome. You will leave with 
a finished painting that evening. Cost is $20.

Evening Documentary – Martha: Tuesday, 
April 28, 5:30 p.m. Martha Stewart built an em-
pire with her impeccable taste and business acu-
men. One phone call changed everything. She 
tells her story in this 2024 documentary, which 
runs one hour and 56 minutes. No registration 
required. 

Ultimate Bingo: Thursday, April 30, 6 p.m. 
Space is limited for this monthly game, where 
you pay to play and the prizes are bigger. Cost is 
$10, and registration is required.

Mental Health as We Age Lunch & Learn: 
Wednesday, April 29, 11:30 a.m. AM As people 
age, they may experience certain life changes 
that impact their mental health. Kara Caevette 
from Masonicare will present. This is a free pro-
gram, but space is limited. A choice of tuna or 
turkey sandwich will be served for lunch. Regis-
tration is required.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has announced a 

trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age 
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner – Wrights 
Farm & Bally’s Twin River Casino: Thursday, 
April 16, departing at 10:15 a.m. Your meal con-
sists of dinner rolls, salad with the farm’s classic 
Italian dressing, pasta with red sauce, French 
fries, and Wright’s famous baked chicken. Leave 
room for ice cream for dessert. After time in the 
gift shop, there will be a visit to Bally’s Twin Riv-
er Casino. Cost is $115 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch; it does not include a 
casino bonus at this time. Space is limited.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday, 
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire 
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the 
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu 
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided 
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in 
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost 
is $167 per person, and includes transportation 
and lunch. Space is limited. 

Goodspeed – Jesus Christ Superstar & 
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3, 
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see 
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the 
Gelston House. 

City Island Lobster House – Bronx, N.Y.: 

Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a 
scenic ride across the bridge from the Bronx 
to City Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at 
City Island Lobster House, and afternoon shop-
ping at Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171 
per person, which includes transportation and 
lunch. 

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one, experi-
ence an authentic Amish dinner prepared by an 
Amish family. Overnight accommodation will 
be at the Comfort Suites Amish Country. On 
day two, visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature 
Horse Farm, then go to Sight & Sound Theater 
for Joshua. Cost is $509 per person (double or 
triple occupancy) and includes the motorcoach, 
one night hotel, one breakfast, one dinner, ad-
missions, tour escort, driver and tour director 
gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4 -17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, immersive local tours, au-
thentic food, culture in Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest, and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night 
trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12 
breakfasts, one lunch, and six Dinners). Contact 
senior center staff for availability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13 -16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly 
on the beach. Explore Assateague Island, visit 
the historic town of Berlin and board the As-
sateague Tour Cruise and look for dolphins, 
horses, and more. Also, explore Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse, visit the Discover Sea Museum and 
enjoy an afternoon on the boardwalk. Cost is 
$949/person (double or triple occupancy).

Lions Club Collecting Donations, Eyeglasses
The Colchester Lions Club will hold its 

annual Sight Saver Weekend the weekend of 
April 17-19.

Collection locations will be: Noel’s Market 
on Friday, April 17 from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, 
April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; also, Stop & 
Shop on Saturday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m.
 Fifty percent of the funds raised during 

this weekend will go to Connecticut Lions Eye 
Research Foundation. The rest of the money 
raised will go towards local causes at the end 
of the Lions’ year.

Lions Club members will also be collecting 
used eyeglasses all weekend.

Memorial Day Parade Coming
On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its 

annual Memorial Day Parade. The parade is a 
community effort and the local groups are en-
couraged to participate to make this event a suc-
cess.

Each contingent willing to march or prepare 
a float will be able to obtain an application form 
online, from the Colchester first selectman’s of-
fice or at Town Hall after March 31; email aed-
wards@colchesterct.gov. 

The parade committee expects to have several 
military units represented, including the Army 
National Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. Navy, 

U.S. Marine Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard, and the 
Air Force Reserve.

	 The theme of this year’s parade will be 
“Colchester Honors 250 Years of Heroes.” There 
will also be a grand marshal and guest speaker 
who will soon be nominated. Residents of Col-
chester can offer suggestions for these positions 
to the parade committee.

	 The Colchester Parade Committee 
will again award prizes for the best volunteer 
marching unit, best float meeting this year’s pa-
rade theme, and most creative float. 

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor, 
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.  

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

This Friday: Good Friday Service at noon.
Upcoming Events: Sunrise Service: Sunday, 

April 5, 7:30 a.m., on the Town Green. 
Clothing Swap: Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m.-

2 p.m. Celebrate creation care by sharing and 
reusing clothing in this community-focused 
event.

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July 
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s 
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on 
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery 
for children.

‘Spring Cleaning 
with Purpose’ 

 The next meeting of the Colchester-area 
Chapter 4019 of AARP is on Tuesday, April 7, 
at the Colchester Senior Center located at 15 
Louis Lane. The theme of this month’s meeting 
is “Spring Cleaning with Purpose.”

This talk will offer tips for downsizing, de-
cluttering, and organizing a lifetime of belong-
ings. Shelia Gavish of Amston Home Transition 
Solutions will present.

Board members will meet at 12:30 p.m., with 
the general membership gathering at 1 p.m. All 
members are encouraged to bring food for the 
refreshments table to share. This year, social-
izing and coffee time will go from 1-1:30 p.m., 
with the main members meeting starting imme-
diately after.

All seniors in the greater Colchester area are 
welcome to attend this free program.

History Museum Opens Sunday
The Colchester History Museum will open 

for the season this Sunday, April 5, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colches-
ter’s Role in the Revolutionary War.” Discover 
Colchester’s early commitment to help defend 
Boston in 1775 and the individuals who made 
a difference in the conflict. Get ready for the 
nation’s 250th Anniversary by learning more 
about Colchester’s contributions.

Experience histories of people and places 
in the “ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit. 
Stroll down memory lane with Ye Olde Well, 
Gregory’s Soda Shop or Levine and Levine. 
Do you know when the first telephone came 
to Colchester?

The Colchester History Museum is locat-
ed at 24 Linwood Ave., will be open for the 
season each Sunday through the end of De-

cember. The museum, adjacent to the Cragin 
Memorial Library, is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting 
the people and events in Colchester’s history.

Current exhibits include the history of the 
Bulkeley Family, including the story of the 
discovery and excavation of the Gershom 
Bulkeley tomb. A special exhibit, “Emerging 
from the Shadows: Colchester’s School for 
Colored Children, 1803-1840,” explores the 
nearly forgotten history of education of Afri-
can and Native American students in the early 
19th century. “Colchester’s Roots in Agricul-
ture: Then and Now” highlights centuries of 
farming through original documents, imag-
ery and objects.

Guided and self-guided tours are available.
For more information, contact the Colches-

ter Historical Society at mail@colchesterhis-
tory.org or 860-537-3240.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 4/16/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

$RHAM School Spending, cont. from page 1
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will receive $600,205, all in credits for FY 2027.
Impact on Taxpayers

For residents, this most likely means they 
have been paying higher taxes than necessary 
over the past several years. Hebron Board of 
Finance Chair Brian Thibeault confirmed this. 
“According [to] the memo provided by Region 
8, the total additional credit offset for all years 
combined is $849,497.” However, he also noted 
that the correction should benefit taxpayers 
moving forward and said, “It is likely that the 
additional credit offset will be used to reduce 
taxes.”

Similarly, Andover Board of Finance Chair 
Robert England said he hopes the correction 
will directly lower taxes for residents. “My ini-
tial response is that I would hope that it is ap-
plied directly to reduce our 2026-2027 levy fig-
ure (by $255,234 for Andover)... which would 
reduce the amount we’d have to raise by taxation 
by about 2.5%,” England  in a response to the 
Rivereast.

’A Failure of Oversight’
Multiple town officials have raised one major 

issue: town boards have limited control over 
RHAM’s finances. RHAM is a regional school 
district and therefore operates as a separate le-
gal entity. As Thibeault explained, “The Hebron 
Board of Finance has no oversight authority 
with the Region 8 school district.”

Hebron Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele 
also echoed this point and said, “It’s important 
to reiterate that RHAM is a separate legal entity. 
… The Town Council and Board of Finance have 
no purview over the RHAM budgetary process.” 
Because of this structure, RHAM’s budget goes 
directly to voters after a public hearing.

Some officials have expressed clear frustra-
tion about how long the error went unnoticed. 
Thiele – who said she was speaking as an indi-
vidual – said, “While I want to be respectful of 
board sovereignty, in this case, it is difficult for 
me to remain silent when our town’s taxpay-
ers have been overcharged for the RHAM levy 
for five years. To me, this represents a failure of 
oversight.”

She continued, “I hope that the RHAM Board 

of Education and administration takes this se-
riously and implements all necessary controls 
so that this doesn’t happen again. However, to 
reiterate a good point made by one of our col-
leagues, the taxpayers who have already left 
Hebron won’t receive the tax credit that’s being 
granted to us this year, so that’s the more unfor-
tunate point.”

Next Steps and Changes
RHAM has outlined several steps to prevent 

this error from happening again in the future. 
Surplus calculations will now be done at the 
end of the fiscal year and not after the audit, the 
calculations will be reviewed during the audit 
process, a second accounting firm will review 
audits dating back to FY 2020 and any recom-
mendations will be implemented and shared 
publicly.

Summerer emphasized, “Now that this issue 
has been discovered, we will ensure that appro-
priate funds will be included in determining the 
credit offset.”

Communication and Public Response
Some local officials have also raised con-

cerns about communication. Thiele noted that 
RHAM representatives were unable to attend a 
recent town meeting due to short notice even 
after being requested to do so. 

Thiele said that while Summerer “provided 
some written responses to questions posed by 
the Hebron Board of Finance, she did not an-
swer all written questions, and instead noted in 
writing that further answers would be provided 
if we attended the RHAM Board of Education 
meeting on April 6.”

Thiele added, “Speaking as an individual, this 
is not what I would define as working collab-
oratively with the elected boards. Therefore, we 
encourage everyone to attend the meeting on 
April 6 to come and engage with the process. 
We are continuing to do our part to get an-
swers,” Thiele said.

Meanwhile, England acknowledged that 
many details remained unclear. “I have asked 
exactly how they plan to handle it for the ref-
erendum, but do not yet have an answer,” he 
stated.

Parks & Rec News & Notes
Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-

nounced the following programs and events. 
Registration required unless noted. For full 
program descriptions and to register, visit www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks 
and Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or 
at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Self-Defense for Adults: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 9:30-10:30 a.m., at 
360 Defense, 52 Mill St., for ages 12 and up. 
Come try out Krav Maga and kickboxing. Cost 
is $120 (five weeks, two classes per week). Mini-
mum of one participant required, with a maxi-
mum of 12. 

Auditions for Shakespeare on the Green: 
Twelfth Night: Colchester Actors’ Theatre is 
holding auditions Wednesday, April 15, and 
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the Youth Cen-
ter, 95 Norwich Ave., for this summer’s outdoor 
production of Twelfth Night by William Shake-
speare. All roles are being cast. All actors age 16 
and up are invited to audition, and are asked to 
prepare contrasting classical or Shakespearean 
monologues for the audition. Pre-registration is 
encouraged but walk-ins are also welcome. Show 
dates are June 25 and 26 on the Town Green. 
Contact parksandrec@colchesterct.gov with any 
questions or to reserve an audition time.

Spring Clean-Up: Sunday, April 25, 8 a.m.-
noon. All registered participants will receive an 
email with more details about two weeks prior 
to the event. After cleaning, enjoy free ice cream 
at noon at Mel’s Downtown Creamery. The first 
50 people to register will get a free T-shirt. 

Bike Rodeo: Saturday, May 2, at 10 a.m., at 
the Guardian Angels/St. Andrew parking lot, 
128 Norwich Ave. This free event will feature 
hands-on safety instruction, obstacle courses, 
helmet fittings, and interactive skill stations. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Registration encouraged, but walk-ins will be 
welcome as space allows.

Trail Medallions: Starting April 14, you can 
find medals on the Air Line Trail (Colchester/
Westchester section), Cohen Woodlands, Sablitz 
Preserve, and Bulkeley Hill Preserve! Medallions 
will be ready for finding beginning April 14. 
Keep your eyes peeled, and don’t forget to reg-
ister your medallions at colchesterct.gov/medals.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, April 24, 6-8 p.m., 

at Colchester Senior Center. Cost is $25/team. 
Max of 10 teams of four allowed. Children can 
be included on a team, but there must be at least 
two adults on each team. 

Beginner Pickleball Lessons: Wednesdays, 
7:30-9 p.m., April 8, 22, 29, May 6, at the Col-
chester Elementary School gym. Cost is $55/
resident, $60/non-resident. Minimum of six 
participants needed, with a maximum of 12. For 
new players only. 

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays 
through May 20 (classes started April 1; no class 
April 15), 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermedi-
ate School, for ages 15 and older. Cost: $60/
resident, $65/non-resident, though drop-ins 
are welcome, at $12 per class. Minimum of four 
participants needed, with a maximum of 30. 

Golf Lessons: Wednesdays, April 22-May 20, 
6-7 p.m., at Chanticlair Golf Course. For ages 16 
and up. Cost: $100/resident, $105/non-resident. 
Minimum of four participants needed, with a 
maximum of eight.

Pinterest Crafting Class – Hand-Sewn Re-
cycled Floral Brooch or Pendant: Wednesday, 
April 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m., at Colchester Senior 
Center, for ages 15 and up. Cost is $15/person. 
Minimum of four participants needed, with a 
maximum of 16.

Spring Awakening: Plant ID & Mindful Na-
ture Walk: Saturday, April 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at 
Ruby Cohen Woodlands. All ages are welcome; 
beginner-friendly. Cost is $15/person (children ac-
companied by a paying adult are no charge). Mini-
mum of four participants needed; no maximum. 

Women’s Basketball: Tuesdays, April 21-May 
26, 7-9 p.m., at JJIS, for ages 18 and over. Cost: 
$25/resident, $30/non-resident. Minimum of 10 
participants needed, with a maximum of 24.

Krav Maga and Kickboxing for Teens: Tues-
days and Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 5:45-6:30 
p.m., at 360 Defense, 52 Mill St, for ages 12-15. 
Cost: $120 for 10 classes (two classes per week 
for five weeks). Minimum of one participant 
needed, with a maximum of 10. 

Yoga, Mindful Tools, and More!: Wednes-
days, May 6-20, after school until 4:30 p.m., at 
CES, for students in grades K-2. Cost is $40. 
Minimum of six participants needed, with a 
maximum of eight.

Hygienist to Retire from Dental Group

Sheryl Postemski

Colchester Dental Group and Dr. Marty 
Zase have announced the retirement of Sheryl 
Postemski, one of the practice’s hygienists.

Postemski plans to retire mid-April after 38 
years. 

“We are very grateful for her devotion and 
commitment to improving dental health within 
our community,” the dental group said in a press 
release. “We are proud of the work she has done, 
the difference she has made, and the lives she 
has touched. We wish her all the happiness in 
her future endeavors, whether it be gardening, 
walking, swimming, traveling [or] kayaking.”

The practice added, “May her retirement 
bring endless time to do all the things she loves.”

Zase said he would like to reassure Postem-
ski’s patients that she has left them “in the capa-
ble hands of our other compassionate, talented, 
skilled and gentle hygienists Sue and Robyn.”

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located 

at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren 
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is 
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship 
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-
tion is on the church’s Facebook page.

Holy Week Schedule: April 3: Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross Service, noon – walk 
throughout the sanctuary from station to sta-
tion and contemplate the seven last words 

Jesus spoke from the cross; April 5, Easter 
Sunday: Sunrise Service at Lake Hayward at 
6:15 a.m., and a Worship Service with Com-
munion at 9 a.m. 

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the 
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage 
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held 
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. 
through June.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Healing Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-
days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Good Friday Service, April 3, 6 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 5: Sunrise Service on 

the Colchester Green, 7:30 a.m.; Easter Service 
at Abundant Life, 10:30 a.m.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, questions, or even if you just 
need prayer. You can also visit AbundantL.com.
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing at their Meeting on Monday, April 13, 
2026 at 6:30pm at the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community 
Drive, Room 117 and via Zoom to consider the following ap-
plication:

ZBA-26-002: 11 Skinner Street LLC. Variance requested to 
Section 5.3.D Area & Dimensional Standards to increase 
Max Lot Coverage from existing 59% to 65% on 11 Skinner 
Street, Map 02A/ Block 49/ Lot 1-1. 
ZBA-26-003: West High Enterprises. Requesting the follow-
ing variances to Section 5.2.D (Area & Dimensional Stan-
dards) to facilitate the separation of the existing residence 
and Commercial Daycare onto 2 individual lots as shown on 
the Site Plan submitted:
LOT 1 (Residence): Reduce Minimum Lot Area from 
40,000sf to 17.825sf; Reduce Rear Setback from 25’ to 14’ 
and reduce Minimum Lot Depth from 175’ to 110’ on 12 Long 
Crossing Map 12/ Block 36 / Lot 2.

Applications are on file in the Land Use Office and Town Clerk 
Office 860 267-7450

2TB 4/3, 4/10

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Conservation Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on April 8, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in the Col-
chester Town Hall Meeting Room 2 at 127 Norwich Ave, Col-
chester, CT, to hear and consider the following application:
W2026-3135 - 611 Norwich Ave, Bacon Academy High 
School; Bernie Dennler - First Selectman - Applicant/ Owner; 
Assessor’s ID 05-04/06A-000, Athletic Fields turf project with 
a proposed improved emergency access path with direct 
impacts to a wetland & watercourse. 
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and writ-
ten communications received. A copy of this application is 
located in the Land Use Department, Town Hall, 127 Norwich 
Avenue, and may be inspected during regular business hours 
(8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday). Application 
materials are also available on the Colchester Conserva-
tion Commission webpage at https://www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-conservation-commission.
Conservation Commission 
Falk Von Plachecki, Chair

2TB 3/27, 4/3

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on April 15, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in 
the Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich 
Ave, Colchester, CT to hear and consider the following 
application(s):
PZC2026-004 Town of Colchester Planning & Zoning 
Commission Regulation change application to add new 
Section 8.13.1.A Twelve Month Moratorium on Manufactured 
Home Parks (MHPs). 
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of these applications is 
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected 
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday). Application materials are also available on 
the Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at 
https://www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

2TB 4/3, 4/10

 Legal Notice 
Notice is hereby given that there will be a caucus of all 
enrolled Republicans electors of the Town of Portland on 
Wednesday May 20, 2026, at 7 Waverly Ave, Portland at 
7:00PM. The purpose is to endorse a Republican candidate 
for the office of Registrar Of Voters to be on the ballot for 
November 3rd, 2026.  All registered Republicans are invited 
and encouraged to attend. For more information, please 
contact us at GOPPortlandCT@gmail.com.
Timothy Lavoy, RTC  Chair
Karen Renner, Secretary 1TB 4/3

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the 
following action at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at 7:00pm on the following: 
Petition 2026-01 – Petition of the Hebron Planning and 
Zonng Commission to revise Section 2.E.8 of the Hebron 
Zoning Regulations to increase the size of accessory struc-
tures permitted in Residential Districts.  Approved.
Petition 2026-02 – Petition of Megan Armes to operate a dog 
training and grooming facility in existing space at 522 Church 
Street in accordance with Section 3.E.2.1.7 of the Hebron 
Zoning Regulations, Amston Village District.  Public Hearing 
Continued to April 8, 2026.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
 https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/4443b267fe3f8bad22
54dc57f9cc565b81252c64d15c14541116354605051d11

1TB 4/3

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Democratic 
Party in the Town of Portland for participation as Delegates 
to the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in 
my office at:
33 East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut, and copies are 
available for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
State Convention

Congressional District 1
State Senate District 33

Assembly District 32
Probate District 14

Attest: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 30th day of March 2026

1TB 4/3

COLCHESTER HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
The Historic District Commission will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, April 13, 2026, at 7:00 P.M., in the Town Hall Meeting 
Room, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 to hear and 
consider the following petitions:   

Certificate of Appropriateness- COA 2026-003 Sharon 
Tucker– for exterior improvements including the removal of 
vinyl siding and the replacement of windows at 144 South 
Main Street, (MBL # 11-00/044-000).

At this hearing interested parties may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of this petition is available 
for public inspection in the Planning and Zoning Department 
at Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester CT 
06415 and may be inspected during regular business hours 
(8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday)
Historic District Commission
Ellen Sharon, Chair

1TB 4/3
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Fish Fry Fridays Wrap Up
The Colchester Fish and Game Club will hold 

one more Fish Fry dinner today, Good Friday, 
April 3.

Meal choices include traditional fish and 
chips, baked fish with baked potato, the club’s 
breaded clam strip dinner, as well as chicken 
nuggets for the kids. All meals include coleslaw, 
coffee and dessert. Cost is $17 for adults and $10 
for kids. 

Meals will be served from 6-8 p.m. Takeout 
is available by calling the club at 860-537-2593 
after 5:30 p.m. on Friday. 

Polish Club Fish Fry
The St. Joseph’s Polish Club at 395 South 

Main St. will host its annual fish fry Fri-
day, April 3, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Dinner 
will be $16 for adults and $10 for children 
under 12. Guests will have their choice of 
baked or fried fish.

You can call your order in and pick it up, 
or eat in the hall. Orders will start being 
taken at 4 p.m. For pick-up, call 860-537-
2550.

Spring in Bloom
Vendor Fair

Colchester Federated Church will hold its 
annual Spring in Bloom Vendor Fair Saturday, 
May 2, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

All are invited to come support local artisans, 
crafters and farmers. Also, take a chance at the 
Raffle Table, enjoy a homemade treat, and wan-
der through the tag sale.

There are a few tables left to rent; if you would 
like a table to sell your goods, reach out to Re-
nee Misbach at rouillette01@snet.net as soon as 
possible. 

Polka Dinner Dance
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 395 

South Main St., will host a polka dinner dance 
Sunday, April 12. 

Dinner will be served at 1 p.m. and will in-
clude choice of meatloaf or corned beef, baked 
potato, vegatable, salad, roll with butter and 
dessert. The Eastern Sound Band will play from 
2-6 p.m.

Advanced tickets only. Tickets are $25 each 
and can be purchased at the club. Call 860-537-
2550 for more information.

Giving Garden Fundraiser
The Colchester Giving Garden has been cho-

sen to be the recipient of our local Stop and 
Shop’s “Bloomin’ 4 Good” flower bouquet fun-
draiser for April.

For each bouquet sold at the Linwood Avenue 
Stop and Shop through April 30, one dollar will 
be donated to the Giving Garden. The bouquets 
are marked “Bloomin’ 4 Good” and the dona-
tion will be automatically taken at the register.

The Giving Garden is an all-volunteer veg-
etable garden on Norwich Avenue that grows 
and donates all of the fresh produce to the town 
food bank and area soup kitchens to help those 
in need. Everyone is welcome to come join in 
at the garden as the volunteers start their 14th 
year soon.

For more information, email colchester-
givinggarden@gmail.com.

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

Jordan Murphy, a 2023 graduate of East 
Hampton High School, became a two-time 
All-American this winter while competing at 
the University of Hartford. 

By Josh Howard
Jordan Murphy – East Hampton/University 

of Hartford (Track & Field): Murphy finished 
the 2026 indoor track and field season as a 
two-time All-American after competing in the 
Division III National Championships in Bir-
mingham, Ala. Murphy, a 2023 graduate of East 
Hampton High School, became the first wom-
en’s All-American in University of Hartford his-
tory as she helped the Hawks placed 12th over-
all at the national event. Murphy, who shined 
in the pentathlon and the high jump, is now in 
the beginning stages of her junior outdoor track 
and field season at UHart.   

Breckin Burke – Portland High School 
(Track & Field): Burke placed fourth overall in 
the 1,500 meters in the 15-19 age bracket at the 
Rising Stars Youth Championships last month 
in Massachusetts. Burke, a senior, will now 
compete for the Highlanders outdoor track and 
field season this spring before he turns his atten-
tion to college athletics where he has commit-
ted to run cross-country and track at Southern 
Connecticut State University.   

Noah Hoffman – RHAM High School 
(Cheerleading): Hoffman was selected Class 
M All-State by the Connecticut High School 
Coaches Association (CHSCA) and was recog-
nized at the CHSCA Cheerleading Banquet at 
the Aqua Turf in Plantsville on March 25. Hoff-
man, a senior, was coming off an All-Central 
Connecticut Conference (CCC) selection as a 
junior last winter. 

Jameson Grant – Bacon Academy (Wres-
tling): Grant wrapped up his sophomore year 
on the mats with a trip to the New England 

Championships in Providence, Rhode Island. 
Grant earned a trip to the regional tournament 
after finishing sixth overall in the 120 lbs. di-
vision at the State Open that took place at the 
Floyd Little Athletic Center in New Haven. At 
the Class S championship, Grant placed fourth 
in his respective weight class to earn a spot in 
the State Open.  

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.
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2nd Installment
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

 
Second Installment Sewer Use Bills are due and payable April 
1, 2026.  The billing rate is $672.00 which may be paid in two 
equal installments, the first installment was due October 1, 
2025 and the second installment being due April 1, 2026.  
Second Installment Payments must be postmarked or received 
no later than May 1, 2026.  Payments that are unpaid as of 
May 2, 2026, will be charged interest of 1.5% per month retro-
active to the installment due date per State Statute 12-146.
To make payments by check, please make check payable 
to: Town of Hebron.  Payments may be mailed to: Town of 
Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248.  If desired, send 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope for a receipt.  There is 
a drop-off box attached to the Town Office Building located 
next to the entrance on the lower level, south side.  In addi-
tion, there is a box inside the building located in the hallway 
between the Tax and Assessor’s Office.  Payments left in the 
box after the close of business will be retrieved the following 
morning.  
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednes-
day 8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and 
Friday 8:00am to 1:00pm.  Please note Monday – Thursday 
the office is closed for lunch from 12:30pm – 1:15pm.  
Respectfully,  
Revenue Collector

3TB 3/13, 4/3, 4/17

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

REVENUE COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The last and final installment of the Real Estate and Personal 
Property taxes listed on the October 1, 2024 Grand List 
becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover on April 
1, 2026. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on line, 
or brought to Town Hall by May 1, 2026 to avoid an interest 
charge.  Interest will be charged starting May 2, 2026 on all 
delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per month) 
from the due date of April 1st, with a minimum charge of $2 for 
each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box 
outside Town Hall. Typical office hours during collection months 
are Monday 8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8:15 am-4pm. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated 
office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any 
interest which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.
Kate Fuller, Tax Collector
Town of Andover
17 School Road
Andover, CT  06232 3TB 3/27, 4/3, 4/24

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Republican 
Party in the Town of Portland for participation as Delegates 
to the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in 
my office at:
33 East Main Street, Portland, Connecticut, and copies are 
available for public distribution:

CONVENTIONS
State Convention

Congressional District 1
State Senate District 33

Assembly District 32
Probate District 14

Attest: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 31st day of March 2026

1TB 4/3
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Some Enchanted Evening… Jane Muskatallo of Portland recently spent a magical 
evening at El Cairo Restaurant in San Juan, Puerto Rico – and she brought along the 
Rivereast, of course!

Mahjongg and the Rivereast… Pictured is Barb Hahn of East Hampton holding 
the Rivereast, and, from left, are Brian LaRoe (Marlborough), Donna Marsden (East 
Hampton), Mark Page (Marlborough), Jean Mykietyn (East Hampton) Claudia Soli-
wado (Wolcott), Teresa Tacinelli (Marlborough), Paul Mykietyn (East Hampton), 
Jeanne Bishop (Portland), and Linda Anderson (East Hampton) at the Marlborough 
American Legion Post 197. The group is shown after hosting a very successful and 
fun-filled Mahjongg Fundraiser to benefit the Legion on Sunday, March 22. “We didn’t 
travel far, but we all had an amazing day!” Hahn said.

Enjoying Iceland… Holly Rinell of East Hampton, along with Kim Clouser, traveled 
to Reykjavík Iceland to experience this beautiful country of geothermal spas, glaciers, 
geysers, volcanoes, and northern lights.

The Paper Goes to Portugal… Cecelia Tamburro of Andover recently to Portugal – 
and brought along the Rivereast! She took this photo at the Miradouro da Senhora 
do Monte, the highest point in Lisbon.
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Obituaries

East Hampton
 Mila Smith

  Mila (Kuritz) Smith, 
97, passed away peace-
fully in her sleep Monday, 
Feb. 2, at Fox Hill nursing 
home in Vernon. She was 
a lifelong resident of East 
Hampton, daughter of 
German immigrants Fred 
and Mila (Jordan) Kuritz, 
and will be sadly missed 
and joyfully remembered. 

Mila is predeceased by both her first husband, 
Robert W. Read Sr., and second husband, David 
L. Smith, and by three of her children, Andrew, 
Holly and Kenneth Read. She leaves two surviv-
ing children, Robert W. Read Jr. of East Hampton 
and Daniel L. Smith of Manchester, and a grand-
son, Alan Gilman. She is also predeceased by her 
sister Lillian (Kuritz) Joy and Fredrick Kuritz.

Mila was born in Chicago in the roaring 20s, 
lived in New York City as a small girl before 
moving to Haddam Neck/ East Hampton where 
she spent the remainder of her long and adven-
turous life. She loved to tell how as a young girl 
she would skip to the schoolhouse in Middle 
Haddam chanting “I’m gonna live to be 100!” … 
and she sure did come close. Mila and her sister 
Lillian went back to New York City after high 
school to pursue acting/modeling careers but it 
wasn’t for them. 

Mila was a lifelong advocate, mentor and ex-
ample for women’s rights. She was owner of MK 
Smith Realty in the 1960s, when only men dom-
inated the field. She revived her father’s business 
(MacKensey’s Homemade Peanut Brittle) after 
his passing. She was an instructor of parapsy-
chology at Middlesex Community College and 
a Connecticut-licensed hypnotherapist. She 
also was a member of the East Hampton Ethics 
Commission. Above all this, Mila tried her best 
to keep the family a priority.

Many people in town remember Mila for her 
uncanny psychic abilities. She helped countless 
people with tarot card and psychic readings. She 
always felt close to the white light of the spirits 
and angels, forever seeking to be of more service 
to all who would open their minds and hearts to 
her. Mila spent her last days and moments do-
ing what she loved most; as she came closer to 

Portland
Eileen Donnelly Muirhead

Eileen Donnelly Muirhead, 89, of Portland, 
died Monday, March 23, after a blessed life. She 
was predeceased by her husband of 64 years, 
Donald W. Muirhead; parents, Ann and John 
Donnelly; and a brother, John Donnelly.

She leaves three children, Donald Muirhead 
and his wife, Anne; Andrew Muirhead and his 
wife, T’Ann Wolfe; and Christina Muirhead; three 
grandchildren, Caroline and husband Yahel Na-
chum; Elizabeth Muirhead, and John Muirhead; 
and a great-granddaughter, Esther Nachum.

Eileen grew up surrounded by family in Clif-
ton, N.J., and ventured forth to UConn to start 
her life as a college student. She and Don were 
introduced by a mutual friend and Eileen was 
immediately swept off her feet by Don’s exuber-
ance and energy, his keen mind, and above all, 
his kindness. He was equally smitten with her 
and they began their life together. By age 26, 
they had settled in Portland, where their young 
family grew to include three active children 
who were the highlight of her life. Summers in-
volved family camping, trips to the lake house 
her father had built on Lake Grinnell in Sparta, 
N.J., and visits with her brother John’s and his 
brother Rick’s families.

Eileen began her career as a school teacher, 
teaching at several of Portland’s schools for 15 
years. She eventually obtained an advanced de-
gree in math and brought her expertise to the 
Connecticut Department of Labor, where she 
worked as a systems analyst, enjoying the new 
challenge and retiring in 2003 after many fulfill-
ing years.

As their children became adults, their time, 
once again, became their own. Eileen and Don 
started buying and selling glassware, spending 
their weekends traveling to glass shows, tag 
sales and flea markets throughout New Eng-
land. They also took many trips to Europe, in-
cluding traveling to Scotland, Ireland, Germany, 
and France to explore family ties and practice 
the French she had worked so hard to learn. 
They also fulfilled a lifelong dream to explore 
the many wonderful sights of the U.S. by taking 
a meandering drive home after visiting family in 
California. After their grandchildren were born, 
they enjoyed many trips with their son Don and 
his family to Florida and to Mont Tremblant in 
Quebec. Summers were spent gardening, read-
ing, studying French and enjoying their home 
in Portland.

During the final years of Eileen’s life, she 
was lovingly cared for by her daughter, Chris-
tina. They shared many lunches and outings as 
Christina worked to make sure that her mother 
enjoyed her days. Afternoons with her son, Don, 
and visits with her infant great-granddaughter, 
Esther, also brought her joy in her final years. 
Calls and visits from Andy and T’Ann were 
cherished and valued.

Eileen was a beloved wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother. She valued 
her family more than anything else and will be 
greatly missed.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Mon-
day, April 6, at 10:30 a.m., at St. Mary Church, 
Portland. Burial will follow at the State Veterans 
Cemetery, Middletown. Friends may call at the 
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main 
St., Portland, on Monday, April 6, from 9 a.m. 
until 10 a.m.

Colchester
Theresa H. Violette

Theresa H. Violette, 
fondly known as Terry, of 
Colchester, passed away 
Friday, March 27, peaceful-
ly at home, with her loving 
family attentively by her 
side. She was 81 years old. 
Terry was born Dec. 27, 
1944, in Stafford Springs, 
to the late Frank and Adele 
(Kuliesh) Bernat. 

Terry worked for Aetna 
Insurance after high school for four years before 
she met and married the love of her life, Jean-
Paul Violette, on May 27, 1967. As a devoted 
and loving wife and mother, Terry chose to be 
a homemaker while she raised her children. In 
1986, she began a career with the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation and retired as 
the administrative assistant of Traffic Engineer-
ing in 2007 after 21 years of service. 

Terry was a woman of strong faith. She was a 
communicant of St. Andrew Church in Colches-
ter. In her free time, she used her talent for knit-
ting to create beautiful baby blankets, sweaters, 
and hats which were donated to benefit unwed 
mothers through the Bright Light of Grater Me-
riden. Terry also volunteered at the Harrington 
Court Convalescent and Rehab Center in Col-
chester. As an avid reader, she was often found 
relaxing with a good book. Most importantly, 
Terry will be remembered with everlasting love 
for the devotion to her family as a woman who 
cherished and adored them all. 

She is survived by her husband, Jean-Paul of 
58 years; her children and their spouses, Paul 
(Kristina) Violette of Colchester, Christine 
(Richard) Kilby of Bristol; grandchildren, Bren-
dan Paul Violette of Colchester, Laurelanne Kil-
by of Bristol, Courtney Violette, Victoria Vio-
lette, both of Colchester; sister, Rosalie Martin 
of Berlin; and many extended family members 
and friends. 

In addition to her parents, Terry was prede-
ceased in death by her brothers, Edward and 
Ronald Bernat. 

Services will be held from the Aurora Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., 
Colchester, on Friday, April 10, beginning with 
a calling hour from 9:30-10:30 a.m. The funeral 
Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m. at St. Andrew 
Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester. Burial 
will follow in the State Veterans Cemetery, Mid-
dletown. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Terry’s mem-
ory may be made to the Juvenile Diabetes As-
sociation, please send donations to 20 Batterson 
Park Road, Ste 302, Farmington, CT 06032. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Terry, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.

East Hampton
Robert Watkins

Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Life 

event for the late Bob 
Watkins, formerly of East 
Hampton, will be held 
Saturday, April 25, from 
noon-4 p.m., at the Elks 
Lodge, 44 Maynard St., 
Middletown.

Robert “Bob” Paul Wat-
kins passed away Sept. 
28, 2025, at the age of 79. 
Bob’s wish was to have a 
Celebration of Life with family and friends, with 
his favorite music playing.

Manchester
Darlene Solomson

“Well Done Faithful 
Servant”

With heavy hearts, we 
share the news of the pass-
ing of Darlene Agnes Swee-
ney Solomson. A cherished 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend, she 
left us Tuesday, March 24, 
after leading a life full of 
love, strength and kindness. 

Darlene was the de-
voted wife of Raymond F. Solomson for 56 
years and together they loved and raised their 
children Tracey Eileen Solomson Neumuth, 
and Raymond (RJ) Francis Solomson Jr. in 
Manchester and South Windsor. She adored 
her bonus son, Mark Neumuth, who cared for 
and loved her as we did. Her precious gifts from 
God, her grandchildren, Sydney Eileen, Grace 
Catherine and Jude Harrison Neumuth, were 
the joys of her life and she loved them “to the 
moon and back. “

Born in Hartford Connecticut, on July 9, 
1947, Darlene was the beloved daughter of 
Thomas J. and Agnes (Deeley) Sweeney. She 
adored her siblings, their spouses and children 
and showered them with love and loyalty. She 
was predeceased by her precious brothers, Bar-
ry and Tommy. She is survived by Sister “Sister” 
Elaine Sweeney, PhD, her twin, Doreen and Jim 
Anderson, Deirdre and Bryan Palmer, Brian 
and Valerie Sweeney, Terrance (Terry) Sweeney, 
Andrea Sweeney and Ann Sweeney, Stephen 
Solomson, Peter Solomson and Chris Feeney, 
Michael and Cindy Solomson and Richard and 
Jeanne Solomson and Michael and Mary Lou 
Vasquenza and family. She also leaves her niec-
es and nephews Charity, Tammy, Danny and 
Marie, Kate and Adam, Kyle and Victoria and 
Amy, Kelly and Peter, James and Yvette, Bren-
dan, Erin, Ian and Kara, Morgan, Darby, Cody 
and Carlei, Jared, Collin, Conor, and Kellan. 
She leaves countless Sweeney cousins whom she 
loved dearly…you know who you are.

Darlene dedicated her life to caring for others, 
guided deeply by her faith and an unwavering 
devotion to her most precious gifts, her family. A 
steadfast and devoted Irish Catholic woman, she 
lived with grace, resilience, and compassion in all 
that she did. Darlene answered any call and was 
always there to listen, and would jump into action 
on a moment’s notice when needed. She leaves be-
hind a lasting legacy in the hearts of all who knew 
and loved her, one defined by faith, generosity, 
and the enduring power of a mother’s love.

She graduated from St. James School, East 
Catholic High School and Mary Ward Secretari-
al School. After a career at Pratt & Whitney, she 
dedicated the next chapter of her life to raising 
her children, alongside her large extended fam-
ily. As her children grew, she returned to work 
for Allied Construction, Inc., where she proudly 
worked with her brother Brian. 

She loved to travel with Raymond, and fam-
ily and was always up for adventure from Ha-
waii to Florida to Ireland and countless place in 
between. She cheered with great spirit for the 
UConn Huskies, and ANY team Tracey, RJ and 
grandchildren were on (pick a sport – she was 
there!) always wearing the best gear to show her 
pride. She was the original pasta party thrower 
– even when the power went out (#18). Darlene 
loved to read, dance, golf with her Beaded La-
dies and swim on the beaches of Cape Cod with 
her grandchildren. Her potato salad, chocolate 
chip cookies and apple pie, made with love, 
were requested at every family gathering.

While our hearts are mourning the loss of 
Darlene’s physical presence, we are comforted 
knowing that her bright light will shine eter-
nally through all those she loved and touched.

Our family would like to extend our most 
heartfelt appreciation to the devoted Dr. Yusra 
Anis-Anwar and Dr. Saud Anwar, for the ex-
ceptional care and compassion they have always 
shown Darlene and our entire Sweeney family, 
but particularly during this difficult time. We 
also thank the dedicated staff of Glastonbury 
Healthcare and St. Francis Hospital. 

Friends and family called at John F. Tierney 
Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St., Manchester, 
on Monday, March 30. A funeral liturgy was cel-
ebrated Tuesday, March 31, at St Bartholemew 
Church in Manchester. A private burial will take 
place at a later date at the Connecticut State Vet-
erans Cemetery, Middletown.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
Cardiology Electrophysiology Program (Fund 
90571) at Boston Children’s Hospital, in memo-
ry of Darlene Solomson. www.bostonchildrens.
org/giveinmemory

Checks are payable to: Boston Children’s 
Hospital Trust, 401 Park Drive, Suite 602, Bos-
ton, MA 02215-5301. Please include the Hon-
oree’s name in memory.

East Hampton
Margaret Mott

Margaret Arlene Zeun-
er Mott of East Hampton, 
widow of the late Frank 
Mott, passed away Mon-
day, March 23, surround-
ed by the family she de-
voted her life to. Born Jan. 
14, 1941, in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., she was the daughter 
of the late Mae and Valen-
tine Zeuner.

Margaret spent many years working as a dedi-
cated nursing assistant, caring for others with the 
same compassion and steadiness she brought to 
every part of her life. After retiring, her greatest 
joy became watching her grandchildren grow. She 
poured her heart into them, offering love, guid-
ance, and the kind of unwavering support only a 
grandmother can give.

Fiercely protective of her family – almost to 
a fault – she was the one everyone knew they 
could count on. Her generosity was boundless. 
Margaret opened her home for every holiday, 
every barbecue, every gathering that brought 
people together. Her table was always full, and 
so was her heart.

Margaret is survived by her children, Kim 
Moon (Kenny), Lisa Seymour (Whitman), and 
William Mott, as well as her daughter-in-law 
Karen Mott, who will forever carry her strength, 
and her love within them. She is also survived 
by her 11 grandchildren, and 10 great-grand-
children with three more arriving shortly. 

She was preceded in death by her husband 
Frank, her son Frank, her grandson Scott Evans, 
and her daughter-in-law Deborah Mott.

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Satur-
day, April 11, from 9:30-11 a.m. A service will 
immediately follow. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to the Middlesex Hospice Pro-
gram at middlesexhealth.org/donate, in honor 
of her lifelong commitment to caring for others 
as well as the wonderful services and care they 
provided to her and her family during her final 
month.

Her family takes comfort in knowing that 
her legacy lives on in the traditions she created, 
the love she gave and the countless lives she 
touched. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Moodus
Richard Tedford Sr. 

The Moodus Noises 
rumbled the morning of 
Sunday, March 15, as if 
to mark the passing of 
Richard “Ted” Tedford Sr, 
just two months shy of his 
93rd birthday. 

Ted was a lifelong Con-
necticut resident whose 
ancestors can be traced 
back over 10 generations. 
He and his wife Dolores 
“Dee” Calo-Tedford set an 
example of steadfast devotion in their 67 years 
of marriage. 

He was a wonderful father to Richard Jr. 
(Barbara), Janice (Bruno) Passacantando, and 
Douglas (Patty), a loving Pop-Pop to Lianne, 
Rob (Nicole), Ryan (Hannah), Jody (Michael), 
Shelby (Brandon), Emily and Abbey (Joshua) 
with four great-grandchildren to love. 

Over his career, Ted rose through the ranks 
within the Connecticut State Department of  
Corrections, which included being a founding 
instructor at the Criminal Justice Academy in 
Haddam.  He later worked as an evidence expert 
with Aetna Insurance. He also dedicated more 
than 10 years of volunteer service to the East 
Haddam Ambulance Association and provided 
continuous support to the local food bank. 

Ted’s skills included word puzzles, carpentry, 
mechanics and home maintenance. He had a 
unique sense of humor, with familiar jokes and 
expressions that endeared him to family and 
friends.  

In keeping with his wishes, Ted donated his 
body to the Anatomical Gift Program at Quinnip-
iac University for medical education and research. 

There will be no services at this time. Inter-
ment will occur at the Veterans Cemetery in 
Middletown at a later date.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 4/30/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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East Hampton
Carl Herman Klatt

Carl Herman Klatt, 78, 
of East Hampton, beloved 
husband of 53 years to 
Sandra (LaRocco) Klatt, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, March 23, at 
his home. Born June 18, 
1947, in New Britain, 
growing up in Hartford, 
he was the son of the late 
Herman F. and Edith M. 
(Henderling) Klatt. 

Carl proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army in the Vietnam War. Upon his return, he 
worked in the printing industry and then began 
his own catering business, “Carl’s Lunch,” serv-
ing workers in the Ellington and Somers areas 
for 44 years before retiring in 2013. Carl enjoyed 
cooking and taking care of his home of 50 years 
in East Hampton, especially his lawn and garden. 
Carl’s greatest joy in life was his grandson, Ryan 
Andrew Klatt, and watching him play sports.

 Besides his wife Sandra he is survived by his 
son, Andrew and daughter-in-law Erin Klatt of 
Chaplin; his grandson, Ryan Klatt; his brother, 
Kevin Murning and wife Georgette of Middle-
town; his sister, Barbara Gervais and husband 
Marcel of Wethersfield; and several nieces and 
nephews.

 A graveside service with military honors was 
held Tuesday, March 31, at 10 a.m., at the CT State 
Veterans Cemetery on Bow Lane in Middletown. 

To leave online condolences, please vis-
it www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Salem
Carol Ann Chappell

Carol Ann Chappell, 
81, of Salem, passed away 
peacefully Wednesday, 
March 25, surrounded by 
her loving family. She was 
born March 12, 1945, in 
Rockville, to the late Es-
ther and Ken Wetmore.

A proud graduate of 
Rockville High School, 
Class of 1963, Carol went 
on to build a fulfilling ca-
reer, working for Phoenix Insurance Company, 
S&S Worldwide, and Johnson Marine. Known 
for her strong work ethic and kind spirit, she 
formed lasting friendships everywhere she 
went.

In 1975, Carol married the love of her life, 
Herb Chappell Sr. Together, they built a warm, 
welcoming, and beautiful life in Salem, a place 
Carol cherished deeply.

Carol was a woman of many joys. She loved 
spending quiet afternoons reading, relaxing 
evenings watching Westerns, and creative mo-
ments crocheting. She nurtured a lifelong pas-
sion for gardening, found happiness attending 
local fairs especially to watch the ox pulls her 
family had competed in for decades, and cher-
ished watching her son’s many sporting events 
as he grew up. Above all, she deeply loved her 
family and her pets – especially her devoted dog 
Brutus, as well as her beloved dogs Yankee and 
Noah who welcomed her home in Heaven.

Carol is survived by her loving husband, 
Herb Chappell Sr. She leaves behind her son 
and stepdaughters: Beverly (Kenny) Moulton of 
Massachusetts, Cindy (Cecil) Chappell of South 
Carolina, and Herbie (Colleen) Chappell Jr. of 
Connecticut. She is also survived by her sister, 
Nancy Wetmore of Florida; her eight cherished 
grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great-grandchild, all of whom brought 
her immeasurable pride and joy.

She was predeceased by her parents; her 
brother, Norman Wetmore of Maine; and her 

Colchester
Richard Steven Zalusky

Richard Steven “Ski” 
Zalusky, 92, died at his 
home on Friday, March 6, 
with his loving family at 
his side. He was born on 
June 18, 1933 in Aliquip-
pa, Pa., the eldest child 
of Stephen and Elizabeth 
(Ross) Zalusky.

He enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy in August 1952. 
During his four years of 
service he was stationed in San Diego, Calif.; 
the U.S. Naval Air Station in Patuxent River 
in Maryland, and the Naval Submarine Base 
in New London. While stationed in Connecti-
cut, he met the love of his life, Joan A. Cope, 
at a USO dance in Hartford. The sailor and the 
dancer married on New Year’s Eve, 1955. In 
late summer of 1956, the newlyweds moved to 
Aliquippa for six years, where they welcomed 
daughters Lisa and Paula.

 In 1962, the family returned to Connecti-
cut and moved to Colchester after Richard was 
hired at General Dynamics in Groton as an out-
side machinist. As the 1960s drew to a close, son 
and brother Richard was born.

Throughout his life, he was fascinated by 
astronomy and, while back in Pennsylvania, 
bought a telescope to view the stars and planets 
just a bit closer. He followed every NASA space 
mission and, on July 20, 1969, he made sure the 
family was gathered together around their first 
color TV to watch the moon landing.

He loved classical music. On Sundays after 
the early afternoon meal, everyone would go 
into the living room and listen to the works of 
Bach, Beethoven, Vivaldi, or Tchaikovsky, al-
ways at rock concert volume.

He was a skilled carpenter, from building 
small pieces of furniture to finishing off the up-
stairs of the house. While in his basement work-
shop he could often be heard singing “Maria” 
from West Side Story, among other favorites, 
and what a voice!

In December 1994, he retired from EB as a 
2nd shift outside machinist supervisor. He was 
well-liked and respected by the men and wom-
en who worked for him. Recalled Archie, who 
became a lifelong friend, “Ski was an amazing 
boss, person, and everyone loved him.”

He loved making films of the family, and had 
all kinds of cameras and equipment to do so for 
holidays, birthdays, reunions, Tuesdays, Satur-
days… His granddaughters, Kassia and Mela-
nie, were two of his favorite stars. He’d splice 
footage together and create films. Stand up the 
screen, cue the projector.

Richard was and is so loved by his family and 
he is missed deeply. His voice, wit, sense of hu-
mor, laugh, favorite phrases, and facial expres-
sions will keep him forever alive in our minds 
and hearts.

Among those favorite phrases were “hell on 
it,” “working on it,” and “continue.” He would 
end every phone call and every visit with it. And, 
continue is what he asked his family to do before 
his passing. And, well, they’re working on it.

The family is ever thankful for caregiver/an-
gel Lilly who, over the last three years, has be-
come a member of the family. Lilly went above 
and beyond – baking (but not too much sugar), 
cooking...and treating both our parents to “spa 
day Fridays.” She is a member of our family, still 
with us, continuing caring of our mother.

Richard was predeceased by his parents, sister 
Patricia Fletcher, brother Steven “Peto” Zalusky, 
sister-in-law Ida Zalusky, brother-in-law Robert 
Fletcher, and nephews Robert Meuse and Chris-
topher Zalusky.

He is survived by his wife, whom he called 
“Joanne,” of 70 years; daughters, Lisa Kristoff 
of Boothbay Harbor, Maine and Paula Zalusky 
of Colchester; son, Richard M. Zalusky of Col-
chester; granddaughters, Kassia Kristoff and 
Melanie Kristoff Hall; and two great-grandchil-
dren. He is also survived by his brother, Paul 
Zalusky (Irene Carr) of San Diego, Calif., and 
sister, Susan Dunn of Aliquippa, Pa.; and many 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

As per his wishes, a formal service was not 
held. A private remembrance of him for family 
and friends is planned for early summer.

Donations may be made in his memory to 
the Colchester Fire Department, the American 
Heart Association, or the American Diabetes 
Association.

Portland
Louise O’Neill-Mejia

Louise “Dolly” O’Neill-
Mejia, of Ibarra, Ecuador, 
formerly of Hartsdale, 
N.Y., passed away peace-
fully at home, on Sunday, 
March 22, with her hus-
band of over 50 years, the 
Rev. Marco Mejia Mon-
tesdeoca, by her side. She 
was born on Feb. 21, 1936 
in Holyoke, Mass., to the 
late James (Jim) and Lou-
ise O’Neill and grew up in Middletown and 
Portland. 

Following her graduation from Portland 
High School in 1954, she devoted the next 17 
years of her life to the congregation of the Sis-
ters of Mercy, teaching at several Connecticut 
schools. The next phase of her life brought her 
to Port Chester, N.Y., where she met Marco, the 
love of her life, and spent the next several de-
cades teaching English as a second language in 
the public school system until her retirement. 
Following retirement, Dolly and Marco retired 
to Ecuador where they lived, surrounded by 
family and friends.

In her retirement, Dolly was a passionate 
member, donor and leader within Soroptimist 
International of the Americas, America del Sur 
Region and founder of her club in Ibarra, Ecua-
dor. Soroptimist is a global volunteer organiza-
tion that provides women and girls with access 
to education and training to achieve economic 
empowerment. She traveled the globe support-
ing this mission, positively impacting the lives 
of many women.

Dance was always a major driving force 
in Dolly’s life. After years of dancing with the 
late Helyn Flanagan, at the age of 13 she began 
teaching dance to young children in both Mid-
dletown and Portland. She continued dancing 
throughout her life. Her sister Sharon was her 
first dance partner. Dolly’s vivacious person-
ality and her dancing feet made her the life of 
the party whether at gatherings at her home in 
Ecuador or the Middletown and Portland High 
School class reunions she prided herself on nev-
er missing during her annual visits to Connecti-
cut. Her anthem was “Hello Dolly!”

Dolly is survived by her husband, Marco; her 
only sister, Sharon O’Neill Mulcahy and hus-
band Cole Mulcahy of Glastonbury; her very 
special nieces, Tina Anstett and husband Chris 
Schnell of Portland, and Erika Anstett France of 
East Hampton; her great nephew, Mason France 
of Portland; and her great niece, Ava Rose 
France of East Hampton. She also leaves nu-
merous family members and friends in both the 
United States, Ecuador, and around the world. 

Dolly will be greatly missed. Her remarkably 
full life filled with love, laughter, and service to 
others, truly made a difference in the lives of 
many. 

A celebration of life will be held this summer 
at the convenience of her family. Donations in 
Dolly’s memory may be made to soroptimist.
org.

Portland
Brian Joseph Flynn

The bright, wonderfully 
witty, and deeply loved Bri-
an Joseph Flynn, 49, origi-
nally of Portland, formerly 
of Watertown, Mass., passed 
away unexpectedly Sun-
day, Jan. 18, in Sandring-
ham, Melbourne, Australia, 
where he had lived for the 
past seven years. 

Brian grew up in Port-
land, the son of Mary and 
Jeff Flynn, and brother to Michael, Mary Cris-
tin, and K.C. He attended Portland schools and 
was active in youth sports, including St. Mary 
CYO basketball, Portland Dukes football, and 
Little League baseball. He attended Xavier High 
School in Middletown, where he excelled aca-
demically and as a member of Xavier’s first la-
crosse team. During these years he also taught 
himself guitar and how to cook, followed his fa-
vorite bands on tour, and still found the study-
time to graduate at the top of his class. 

Of all the ways you could try to describe Bri-
an, perhaps the phrase that rings most true is 
that he was an adventurer. Brian loved animals, 
nature, and exploring. As a child, he was fre-
quently racing home to show off the new frog or 
critter he found, beaming with pride. He always 
had a turtle stashed somewhere in a cardboard 
box and took the best care of the family dogs. 
He spent summers at the Jersey Shore with his 
cousins in the sun, surf, and the joyful rhythm 
of a big Irish Catholic family. 

Brian began college at Wesleyan University, 
but staying close to home didn’t suit his adven-
turous spirit. He was eager to broaden his world, 
and Seattle became the perfect next chapter. He 
immersed himself in the city’s culinary scene, 
sharpening his cooking skills in a local dining 
spot while completing a rigorous biology de-
gree at the University of Washington. He later 
returned to the Jersey Shore for an internship 
studying the dolphins he had watched from the 
beach as a child, turning early fascination into 
the foundation of his senior thesis. 

He went on to build a 25year career in the 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical fields pri-
marily at Genzyme and Sanofi, leading teams 
responsible for ensuring the quality and avail-
ability of medicines for people facing rare dis-
eases. He bought his first home in Watertown, 
Mass., and spent recreation time at his property 
in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. 

Family needs brought Brian and his wife, 
Simone, to Australia, which became his home 
and offered new opportunities for exploration, 
work, and connection. His work took him to 
board rooms and manufacturing facilities in 
China and Malaysia, and his travels carried him 
to India, Thailand, and Ireland. He ran mara-
thons in rugged terrains. 

Brian had a way of knowing something about 
most everything – history, poetry, music, na-
ture, and countless other subjects. Endlessly 
curious, he followed his heart and chased joy to 
the furthest corners of the world, gathering wis-
dom through conversations and genuine inter-
est in others, and we were always captivated by 
the stories he carried home. 

Brian’s cherished daughter, Poppy, inherited 
his curiosity, sense of adventure, care for all 
creatures, and his humor. He was never happier 
than when they were together – at the beach, 
cooking something creative, or encountering 

Obituaries
the other side, she helped others cross as well. 

Thanks to all the outstanding nurses and 
CNAs who cared for her at Fox Hill Center in 
Vernon. 

A private graveside service for family and 
friends will be held at Rock Landing Cemetery 
in Haddam Neck. To leave online condolences, 
please visit www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

stepdaughter, Jill O’Brien, of Pennsylvania.
Carol will be remembered for her gentle 

heart, her unwavering love for her family, and 
the warmth she brought into every room. Her 
legacy lives on in the generations she lovingly 
nurtured.

A graveside funeral service was held Monday, 
March 30, at the Salem Green Cemetery, Hart-
ford Road, Salem.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit 
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

See Obituaries, page 32
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kangaroos while camping in the Outback. Be-
ing a dad was his greatest adventure, and Poppy 
filled it with wonder and delight. His spirit and 
his love will be with her on all the roads she 
travels in life, and we’ll make sure she hears all 
his stories. 

Brian approached life with genuine warmth, 
humor, and deep appreciation for the world 
around him. He treated others with selfless-
ness, kindness, and generosity. He loved hard 
and laughed loud, experienced life from every 
angle, and saw horizons and vantage points 
most could only imagine. He was our curious, 
adventurous, brilliant seeker, and he left us far 
too soon. He will be profoundly missed by all 
who were fortunate enough to know him. 

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, 
April 18, from 3–6 p.m., at the Glastonbury Riv-
erfront Park Boathouse. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
the “Save the Tassie Devil” Appeal through the 
University of Tasmania – a cause close to Brian 
and Poppy’s hearts. Donate at www.utasalumni.
org.au/devil-appeal.

Colchester
William Theodore McHugh

William Theodore 
“Ted” McHugh, of Col-
chester, and formerly of 
Old Lyme, Norwich and 
East Haven, passed away 
peacefully at his home Sat-
urday, March 28, with his 
beloved family by his side. 

Born Oct. 20, 1938, in 
New Haven, to the late 
William and Katherine 
(Hannan) McHugh, Ted 
enjoyed 87 vibrant years 
filled with love and laughter. He was a proud 
member of the first graduating class of the new 
Notre Dame High School in West Haven in 
1956. 

Following high school, Ted enlisted in the 
U.S. Army, serving in Germany as a member 
of Battery “C” 552nd Missile Battalion, and be-
came a charter member of the “Honorable Or-
der of the Bronzed Mustache.” He remained a 
proud veteran and patriot throughout his life. 

Upon returning home, he attended the Con-
necticut School of Electronics in 1964 and went 
on to further his education at the Bridgeport 
Engineering Institute. Ted’s distinguished and 
varied career spanned decades; he worked as an 
engineer for Machlett Laboratories for over 20 
years, served in the U.S. Postal Service, founded 
and operated McHugh Realty, and managed the 
Sunny Waters Mobile Home Park and Benson 
Christmas Tree Farm alongside Sandra.

Ted enjoyed ballroom dancing, which is how he 
met the love of his life, Sandra Benson. They mar-
ried in 2000, sharing 25 wonderful years together 
and eventually retiring to their home in Colches-
ter. Ted’s favorite pastimes centered around creat-

Portland
Bernard Heizman

It is with profound sad-
ness that we share the sud-
den passing of Bernard 
“Bernie” Heizman, 74, 
of Portland, on Tuesday, 
March 24. Bernie was the 
beloved husband of Patri-
cia “Pat” (Ortisi) Heizman 
and son of the late Bernard 
and Josephine Heizman.

Bernie is survived by 
his devoted and loving 
wife, Pat; his cherished children, Laura and 
Peter Zinnen of West Suffield, and David and 
Loren Heizman of Ardsley, N.Y.; and his six 
treasured grandchildren, Michael, Leah, and 
Will Heizman, and Grayson, Nadia, and Sophia 
Zinnen. In addition, he is survived by his sib-
lings, Thomas Heizman, Janet Heizman, Don-
ald (Patricia) Heizman, and Robert (Deborah) 
Heizman, as well as many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-nephews. 

Bernie was predeceased by his parents, sister 
Joanne, sister-in-law Janet and his in-laws An-
gelo and Wanda Ortisi.

Born Sept. 19, 1951, in Queens, N.Y., he 
moved with his family to Middletown when he 
was seven years old. He attended local schools 
and met Pat at Middletown High, where they 
became high school sweethearts and shared a 
loving bond that lasted for the next 58 years. 
They celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary 
last August.

Bernie graduated from CCSU with a BS de-
gree in marketing. Professionally, Bernie spent 
several years in management at McDonald’s 
before joining The Middletown Press, where he 
worked for many years. His time there was de-
fined not only by his dedication to the job but 
by the many friendships he built and the deep 
connections he formed within the community.

Together they raised two adored children, 
Laura and David. Bernie loved sports and en-
joyed sharing that passion with others. He 
coached both his children in soccer, basketball, 
baseball, and softball, and over the years, he also 
coached and mentored many children in the 
Portland community. A diehard Yankees, New 
York Giants and UConn fan, he loved attending 
and watching all of his grandchildren’s sporting 
events and musical performances. They were 
his most cherished blessings and brought him 
his greatest joy. His grandchildren loved their 
grandfather “Papa” beyond measure.

The funeral liturgy was held Wednesday, 
April 1, at St. Mary Church, 45 Freestone Ave., 
Portland. Burial followed at St. Mary Cemetery.

Those who wish may send memorial contri-
butions to the American Heart Association, P.O. 
Box 840692 Dallas, TX 75284-0692 or a charity 
of your choice. 

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com.

Marlborough
Elaine M. Morrison

(08/14/1941 - 03/21/2026)
With heavy hearts and 

deep gratitude for a life 
well lived, we announce 
the passing of our beloved 
Elaine M. Morrison, 84, 
of Marlborough, who died 
peacefully Saturday, March 
21, with her family by her 
side. Elaine was a woman 
of extraordinary strength, 
grace, and compassion 
whose presence touched all who knew her.

Elaine was predeceased by her parents, An-
nie and Walter Young of New Waterford, Nova 
Scotia; her devoted husband, Francis “Moe” 
Morrison; her daughter, Debby Morrison of Bil-
lerica, Mass.; and her sisters, Patricia Drohan of 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, Colleen Fletcher of Bar-
rington, N.H.; and Florence and Doreen Young, 
of New Waterford, Nova Scotia.

She is survived by her loving daughter, Col-
leen Brown, and son-in-law, Patrick Brown, of 
Marlborough; her adored grandchildren, Fran-
cis and Lilly Brown, who were the lights of her 
life; and many cherished nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, and great-nephews.

Elaine was born in New Waterford, Nova 
Scotia, where she was raised by her mother 
alongside her sisters after the tragic loss of her 
father in a coal mining accident. Despite early 
hardship, she found joy in life’s simple pleasures 
and in the love of family -- a resilience she car-
ried with her always. She later built a warm and 
welcoming home in Billerica, Mass., with the 
love of her life, Moe. Her door was always open, 
and her kitchen became a gathering place where 
family, neighbors and friends shared tea, stories, 
and laughter.

Her greatest joy was being a mother to her 
“girls,” who brought her immeasurable happi-
ness. Her love extended beyond her immediate 
family to include her beloved nieces Ann and 
Karen and nephew Bob, with whom they shared 
a duplex and a close, enduring bond.

After the heartbreaking loss of their daughter, 
Debby, Elaine and Moe moved to Connecticut, 
where they helped to lovingly raise their grand-
children. Elaine’s devotion to her family was 
unwavering, and her grandchildren remained 
her greatest pride and joy. Known affectionately 
as “Aunty Elaine,” she held a special place in 
the hearts of her many great-nieces and great-
nephews.

Elaine lived with a deep love for others and 
an enduring appreciation for life. She found 
happiness in gardening, walking, and offering 
a helping hand wherever it was needed. She 
had a remarkable gift for connection – meeting 
strangers who quickly became friends – and al-
ways made others feel valued and cared for. Her 
kindness, warmth, and compassion will be re-
membered by all.

The family extends heartfelt gratitude to the 
Hartford Healthcare Hospice team and the care-
givers at TheKey Home Care for the comfort 
and support they provided. They also thank the 
St. John Fisher Homebound Communion Min-
istry for helping Elaine remain connected to her 
faith when she could no longer attend Mass.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. 
John Fisher Church in Marlborough on Satur-
daym April 11, at 11 a.m., followed by a reception.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
St. John Fisher Church of Marlborough at os-
vhub.com/stjfchurch/giving/funds/one-time-
gift.

Elaine’s legacy of love, resilience, and kind-
ness will live on in the hearts of her family and 
friends forever.

Colchester
Margaret Belle O’Brien

Margaret Belle O’Brien 
(Marge), of East Windsor 
and formerly of Colches-
ter, passed away Friday, 
March 27, with her fam-
ily by her side. She was 
86 years old. Marge was 
born in Middletown on 
August 21, 1939. She was 
a daughter to the late 
Frank Porter and Mildred 
(Boynton) Falbowski.

She married Robert O’Brien on May 26, 1979. 
He survives her.

Marge was valedictorian of her high school 
class, graduating in 1957 from Bacon Academy 
in Colchester. She had an associate degree from 
Three Rivers Community College. She worked 
as a real estate agent for many years and at the 
Southern Auto Auction in East Windsor.

Her greatest joy was researching her fam-
ily’s genealogy, and she spent many hours in 
the basements of various churches scanning 
through microfilm and in town offices looking 
for clues. Marge would share her findings with 
any family member that would listen. She en-
joyed taking photographs of family and friends, 
gardening, art, and some crafting. She leaves be-
hind an extensive collection of family genealogy 
research and pictures. She also enjoyed watch-
ing UConn basketball, especially the women 
Huskies and she was very proud that her grand-
children were UConn alumni.

Marge will be sadly missed but remembered 
with love by her husband, Robert; her daugh-
ter, Roxanne and her husband, Richard Roy 
of East Haddam; siblings, Dorothy Zadroga 
of Middletown, Frances Stiwinter of Oakdale, 
Ruth Schoenlein of Michigan, Sue (Bob) Leone 
of Lebanon, sister-in-law, Stella Chabot of East 
Hampton and brother-in-law, Cornelius Banta 
of Bozrah; grandchildren, Joshua Roy, Chelsea 
(Bill) Long, four great-grandchildren, all of Col-
chester; as well as numerous nephews, nieces 
and friends. In addition, she has four stepchil-
dren, Robert of Willimantic, James of Pennsyl-
vania, John of Colchester and Maureen (Tom) 
Moore of Hebron; seven step-grandchildren; 
and seven step-great-grandchildren.

Besides her parents, Marge was preceded in 
death by her son, Willard “BJ” Miles, a brother, 
Frank Porter; a sister, Joan Banta; brother-in-
law, Earl Stiwinter; her first husband, Willard 
“Bill” Miles; and her stepfather-in-law, Alex 
Falbowski. In addition, she was predeceased by 
Robert’s parents Edward and Felicia (Strach) 
and Robert’s brother Edward, his sister Patty 
and a daughter-in-law, Jill O’Brien.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date 
to be announced. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share 
a story of Margaret, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries cont.

Andover
Robert F. Burbank

Robert “Bob” F. Bur-
bank, 80, longtime resi-
dent of Andover, passed 
away Thursday, March 26, 
at Hartford Hospital. Bob 
was born Nov. 5, 1945, 
son of the late Theodore 
A. Burbank and Alice 
(McDougall) Burbank. 
He was preceded in death 
by his wife Marie (Regan) 
Burbank on June 27, 2015. 

 Bob grew up in Pembroke, Mass., and attend-
ed Silver Lake High School. After graduating, 
Bob joined the U.S Navy, where he became a 
plank owner of the USS America on the original 
crew, active during the Vietnam War. When he 
completed his service, he met the love of his life 
Marie, and raised their family in Andover. He 
worked as a salesman with multiple companies.

 Dedicated to public service, Bob donated 
countless hours to his town on multiple boards 
and committees, and eventually leading the 
town for 10 years as first selectman. He had a 
natural knack for town politics and took great 
pride in helping guide the Town of Andover 
out of financial distress. He was also especially 
proud of his contribution to the construction of 
the covered bridge on Route 316. 

 Bob enjoyed anywhere on the water, especially 
his family vacation home on Frye Island, Maine. 
He was happiest on his boat, giving anyone who 
visited a tour of Sebago Lake and then sitting on 
the beach enjoying a good cocktail and laughs with 
friends and family. Bob also enjoyed vacationing 
with his wife, usually a Caribbean cruise. He was 
a fan of the Patriots, Red Sox, Celtics, UConn and 
whatever sports his children or grandchildren 
were playing. He will be truly missed by all.

 Bob is survived by his four children and their 
spouses, Robert (Julie) Burbank Jr. of Bloomfield, 
Michael (Carrie) Burbank of South Carolina, Al-
len Burbank of Andover, and Noelle (Paul) Egan 
of Tolland: eight grandchildren, Robert III, Wil-
liam, Vincent and Ellie Burbank, Logan Burbank, 
Alexander, Benjamin and Cayden Egan; a brother, 
James Burbank of Plymouth, Mass.; and many 
loved nieces and nephews.

Along with both parents and his wife Marie, 
he was also predeceased by his brother Theodore 
Burbank, and his dear friend Richard Clarke. 

 Relatives and friends are invited on Tuesday, 
April 7, from 4-7 p.m., for visitation at John F. Tier-
ney Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St., Manchester. 
Bob’s Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated 
on Wednesday, April 8, at 11 a.m., at the Church of 
the Holy Family, 185 Church St., Amston, followed 
with burial in Townsend Cemetery, Andover. 

For condolences online, please visit www.tier-
neyfuneralhome.com.

Columbia
Fredrick Chowanec

Fredrick Chowanec 
passed away at the age of 91 
on Sunday, March 29, at his 
home in Columbia. He was 
the loving husband of Rose-
mary (St. Hilaire) Chowanec.

Fred was born March 
19, 1935, in Hartford, to 
the late Harry Chowanec 
and Alice (Evans) Chow-
anec. He was also prede-
ceased by a sister Marjorie (Chowanec) Smith 
and brother-in-law Jim Smith.

Fred worked for Pratt & Whitney in East 
Hartford before moving on to work for the 
University of Connecticut’s fire department as 
a firefighter. He was a proud veteran serving in 
the U.S. Army stationed in Oklahoma and then 
Germany. Fred often spent his leisure time ei-
ther deep sea fishing or deer hunting.

He leaves behind his wife of 71 years, Rose-
mary (St. Hilaire) Chowanec; his two children, 
Rick Chowanec of Columbia, Kathy (Chowanec) 
and husband Walt Smolenski of Colchester; four 
grandchildren, Megan (Tim) Messenger of Web-
ster, Mass., Rachel (Hogan) Kaney of Orange-
burg, SC, William (Lilly) Chowanec of Pelzer, 
SC, and Evan (Julia) Chowanec of Lakenheath 
U.S. Air Force Base in England, eight great-
grandchildren and one on the way. A niece and 
several nephews along with many cousins.

Calling hours will be held on Monday, April 
6, from 4-6 p.m., at Potter Funeral Home, 456 
Jackson St., Willimantic. The family will hold a 
burial at a later date.

Donations in honor of Fred can be made to 
The Columbia Fire Department, 167 Route 66, 
Box 26, Columbia, CT 06237.

ing memories with his family and friends, wheth-
er that meant playing cards and board games or 
cheering on the Red Sox and Giants. 

Christmas was undoubtedly Ted’s favorite 
time of year. A cherished family tradition was 
his reading of ‘Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas. He would playfully pause and point to one 
of the children to recite the next line, continuing 
round-robin style until the story concluded in a 
room full of laughter. These joyful holidays were 
always spent playing games and singing carols, 
beautifully accompanied by his grandchildren 
on the piano and guitar.

Remembered as a hardworking, devoted 
family man, Ted possessed a wonderful sense of 
humor and a legendary gift for telling jokes. He 
was treasured as a husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, uncle, and friend. 

His loss is deeply mourned by all who knew 
him, especially his wife, Sandra; his children, 
Patrick “Scott” (Ana) McHugh of Branford, 
Debra (Scott) Palmer of Branford, Kim (Dan) 
Waters of Griswold, and Amy Harmon of Wilm-
ington, N.C.; his grandchildren, Niko Toschi, 
Samantha (Michael) Cronin, Erica and Brendan 
Palmer, Kayleigh and Cormac Waters, and Ella 
and Lucas Harmon; his great-grandchildren, 
Michael and Francesca Cronin; and many ex-
tended family members and friends. 

In addition to his parents, Ted was prede-
ceased by his son, William “Billy” McHugh, and 
his brother, Brian McHugh.

Funeral services will be held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester, on Thursday, April 9, with 
visitation beginning at 9:30 a.m. A funeral Mass 
will be celebrated at 11 a.m. at St. Andrew Cath-
olic Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester, with 
full military honors and a reception to follow. 
Burial will be private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Ted’s memory 
may be made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety (www.cancer.org), Connecticut Foodshare 
(www.ctfoodshare.org), or the Wounded War-
rior Project (www.woundedwarriorproject.org). 

For online condolences or to share a favorite 
story about Ted, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.   
APPLICATION #ZBA-02-26 – Richard & Carrie McMahon 
(Applicant/Property Owner) 59 Lakeridge Drive - are seeking 
variance of Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article 
Three A.3 Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Re-
duction of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three 
A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard 
Setback, , in order to construct a garage a Front Yard Setback 
of 14.5 feet where 30 feet is required. 
Interested parties can review the application materials in the 
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours. 
Written testimony should be sent mailto:at least 24 hours 
ahead of the public hearing date to planner@marlboroughct.
gov, and oral testimony may be given during the public hearing.   
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B 
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TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
RIVENDELL DRIVE CATCH BASIN TOP REPLACEMENT PROJECT

INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Marlborough will receive Sealed Bids for the Catch Basin Top Replacement at the Town Clerk’s Office until 10:00 AM 
local time on Monday, April 20 2026. Received Bids will be officially opened and read aloud at this time. The Project consists of 
replacing 11 catch basin tops.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or State CT Source website and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Office. 
PDF copies are available upon request after the receipt of the non-refundable fee.
The date that the Issuing Office transmits the Bidding Documents will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. 
Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full or 
partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at Town Hall, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT. 
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.
This project is utilizing Town funds and prevailing wage is not anticipated, however, any bidder exceeding the State of CT Prevailing Wage 
project values must utilize prevailing wage rates.
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the Work. 
These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to ensure 
equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, Satur-
days, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions 
described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to 
accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances 
and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement and 
furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work.
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best interest of 
the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut
David R. Porter
Town Manager
Date: March 30, 2026 2TB 4/3, 4/10

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT  
Invitation to Bid Blish Park

Sealed Bids for Blish Park Basketball System Replacement will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s Office 
until 10:30 AM local time on Monday, April 20, 2026. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time. 
 Bids shall be Lump Sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and may obtain copies 
of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net. 
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Office. PDF 
copies are available upon request after receipt of the non-refundable fee. 
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered as the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding 
Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for 
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office. 
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, 2026,  Blish Memorial Park, 32 Park Road, Marlborough, CT. Atten-
dance at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory. 
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price. 
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the Work. 
These taxes shall not be included in the Bid. 
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to ensure equal 
opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17. 
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, Saturdays, 
Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids. 
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions 
described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to accept 
that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed. 
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, and 
regulations. 
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement and 
furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a Performance Bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work. 
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid. 
This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town. 
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary. 
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer. 
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best interest of 
the Town to do so. 
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.  
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut 
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager 
Date: March 30, 2026 2TB 4/3, 4/10

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING
Thursday, April 9, 2026 - 7:00 p.m.

 
The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in Town Meetings in 
the Town of Andover are hereby notified that the Annual Budget 
Meeting for the Town of Andover will be held at the Andover 
Elementary School Gymnasium – 35 School Road on Thursday, 
April 9, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. for the following purpose:

1. To choose a Moderator for said meeting:
2. To receive the budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to 
June 30, 2027 as prepared by the Board of Finance.
3. To approve a budget for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to June 
30, 2027
4. Adjourn

Copies of the Budget are available in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and Online. Voting by absentee ballot is not permitted for this 
meeting.
Dated at Andover, CT this 30th day of March, 2026.
Andover Board of Selectmen 1TB 4/3

1TB 4/3

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Hebron 
Democratic & Republican Parties for participation as DEL-
EGATES to the below specified conventions of each Party is 
on file in the office of the Hebron Town Clerk, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, CT for public inspection:

CONVENTIONS
State Convention

Assembly District #55
Senate District #19
Probate District # 6

Dated at Hebron, CT
April 1, 2026
Francesca Villani
Hebron Town Clerk

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED – PUBLIC WORKS
FOREMAN

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for applica-
tions for a Public Works Foreman.  
This is a full-time (40 hours per week) position responsible for 
leading the crew that maintains town roads, stormwater drain-
age systems, vehicle and machinery fleet, transfer station, 
town buildings, playing fields, cemeteries, and parks.  The 
Foreman reports to the Town Manager, schedules crewmem-
bers, and plans daily operations.
Applicants should have a high school diploma or GED, a cur-
rent CT CDL, and experience paving and maintaining roads. 
Experience leading teams or training others is preferred.
The expected wage range is $40.00-$45.00 per hour, depend-
ing on experience and qualifications. The total compensation 
package includes health and dental insurance, employer HSA 
contribution, 457 defined contribution retirement plan with 
employer match, employer sponsored life insurance, tuition 
reimbursement, professional development, accrued leave time 
(vacation and sick), and 12 paid holidays.
Employment Application available at www.marlbo.info/employ-
mentapp or the Town Clerk’s Office. Completed applications 
are to be submitted to the:

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street

P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447 1TB 4/3

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
S igns/Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Station), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterl ing si l ver
ware, tea set, or any 
item made of sterling. 
Top cash price paid on 
the spot. I can come to 
your home or meet you 
at a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

T H E 
CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH IN SOUTH 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
is seeking a reliable 
and  consc i en t i ous 
ind iv idua l  to  serve 
as sexton/custodian. 
Responsibilities include 
m a i n t a i n i n g  c l e a n 
and orderly buildings, 
managing suppl ies, 
preparing spaces for 
worship services, rituals, 
daily use, and special 
events (including setup 
and takedown), and 
coordinating with clergy 
and staff to ensure all 
spaces are ready for use. 
Qualified candidates will 
have prior custodial or 
maintenance experience 
and the ability to perform 
physical tasks (lifting 
u p  t o  2 5  p o u n d s , 
bending, and standing 
for extended periods). 
The ideal candidate 
demonstrates strong 
at tent ion to  deta i l , 
dependab i l i t y,  and 
respect for the church’s 
mission and community. 
This is  a par t - t ime 
position (up to 30 hours 
per week) with flexible 
scheduling, including 
some weekends and 
occasional evenings. 
N o  b e n e f i t s  a r e 
offered. Please submit 
a resume and brief 
statement of interest 
to Lynne David, 860-
633-4651, extension 
2 ,  l y n n e d a v i d @
southchurch2.org. 

A R T I S A N 
B A K E R Y  S E E K S 
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
BAKER: Professional 
Artisan Bread Baker 
needed. Must have 
strong scratch baking 
experience and work 
independently to pro
duce consistent quality 
breads; light pastry help
ful. Early mornings. Part-
time, growth potential. 
Email belltownbakery@
gmail.com.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
H O U S I N G 
A U T H O R I T Y - 
S E A S O N A L 
M A I N T A I N E R /
GROUNDSKEEPER: 
The GHA is seeking 
individuals to perform 
a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f 
s e m i - s k i l l e d  t a s k s 
in  connec t ion  w i th 
the maintenance of 
apar tment  grounds 
and bu i ld ings,  and 
landscaped  a reas . 
Must possess a valid 
C T  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e 
Operator’s license and 
be at least 18 years 
of age. Seasonal: Mid-
May to August. 40hrs/
week. Job application 
and full job description 
available at the Main 
Office, 25 Risley Road, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
or from our website at 
www.glastha.org. No 
phone cal ls please. 
Deadline: Until Filled 
AA/EOE.

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings 
and evening hours avail
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For 
personal care, cooking, 
cleaning, and errands. 
Bending/lifting, must 
be able to lift 40+lbs. 
Time & half for holidays. 
Weekly pay through 
payroll company. $23/
hr. Background check 
and drug test required. 
Willing to train. 860-
949-7016.

RE4-3-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Even if we don’t have the power
to choose were we come from,
we can choose where we go.

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

DO YOU KNOW SOME

WITH 
REAL ESTATE NEEDS?

I’M ALL EARS!

B E A C H VA C AT I O N 
HOME: Give your family 
the vacation they de
serve!!  Narragansett 
RI, walking distance to 
Scarborough beach. 
Price reduced for  June, 
& August Rentals.  4 & 
6 bedroom home, Cen
tral AC, with deck & gas 
grill, renting Saturday to 
Saturday.  Contact Debbie 
860-833-8930 emai l 
narragansettrirentals@
gmail.com. 

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

FOUR ROOMS, 2ND 
FLOOR APT: Portland. 
Excellent condition. Stove, 
refrigerator, new washer/
dryer. No pets. No smoking. 
$1,150/monthly plus heat/
utilities, two months secur
ity. Call 860-916-7482.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
-  L O V E LY L A R G E 
FURNISHED HOME: 
with all utilities included. 
Flat screen TV, WiFi to 
share with profession
als. $950/monthly. Call 
860-716-1227.

S T O R A G E  U N I T 
AVAILABLE: Located 
in East Hampton. Text 
860-267-4858.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

PURE BRED SHITZU: 
For sale. 1 female left, 
7 weeks old. looking for 
her forever home. 860-
978-0587.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
Al l  an t iques;  toys , 
m i l i t a r y,  w a t c h e s , 
advertising, jewelry, 
coins, clocks, signs, all 
musical instruments, 
guitars, saxophones, 
keyboards, trumpets, 
amplifiers, accordions, 
vintage electronics, 
hi-fi stereo, amplifiers, 
pro-audio, radios, ham 
equipment, tube type 
equipment, plus more. 
1 item or entire estate. 
Call 860-707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

 
Driver needed to drive 26' box truck 
for deliveries to local post offices.
No CDL required.
Between 10 and 15 hours a week.
 
For more information, 
e-mail jim@rarereminder.com

Truck Driver 
Wanted

Like 
us on 

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

TREE & LANDSCAPING

EMPLOYMENT
Westside Manor is searching for 

Attendants to fill our part time 1st,
2nd and 3rd shift position.

7AM-3PM, 3PM-11PM and 11PM-7AM 
Attendant Responsibilities: Housekeeping, Meal prep 

and Medication administration required for the position. 
Medication Certification Course is mandatory and offered 

with paid training.
Interviews are done by appointment only, Monday thru 

Friday.  Please call 860-267-4401 or email us at 
Simona@westsidemanor.com to schedule an interview today! 

9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON
Job Type: Part time: 24-hours per week.  Salary:  $17-18.75 R
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HELP WANTED 
Full time 45+ hours per week service manager for busy 
power equipment store. Job entails taking service calls, 
organizing daily mechanics schedules, completing 
finished service orders, customer estimates, filing 
warranties with manufacturers and helping customers 
at the counter. Applicant must be organized, courteous, 
computer literate and have basic knowledge of power 
equipment and engines. Benefits include health 
insurance, 401 K, vacation and sick time. 

Please contact Tony at 
Gano's Power Equipment at 860-537-3431 

or by e-mail at ganos@snet.net 

HELP WANTED – SEASONAL LABORERS
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for three 
(3) Seasonal Laborers:
This is a seasonal position within the Public Works Department 
with up to 40 (forty) hours a week for the summer. The suc-
cessful candidates will be expected to perform general work 
in mowing, landscaping, and light repair work of town grounds 
and facilities. $21.50/hour. Positions open until filled.
Requirements: Familiarity with, and an ability to operate, 
grounds maintenance equipment and small power equipment. 
Ability to use hand tools and a valid Connecticut driver’s 
license are required.
Employment Application available at www.marlbo.info/employ-
mentapp or the Town Clerk’s Office. Completed applications 
are to be submitted to the:

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street

P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447

1TB 4/3

860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING 
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI�EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• PLOW DAMAGE REPAIR

R
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860-295-9692  
Marlborough, CT

NOW is the time to 
schedule your new 

backYard oasis.

Patios • Firepits • Walkways

Call us to discuss expanding 
your yard and possibilities!

R
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HYDROSEEDING
Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work

“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”
Call

860-966-7672
to schedule

a free estimate.

72 Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR? 

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

R
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003 Free Written
estimates

Stone Work
Retaining Walls
Garden Walls

Steps / Repairs

Brick Work
Walkways / Patios
Brick / Bluestone
Relevel / Rebase 

Lawn Renovation
Topsoil

Hydroseeding
Grading Yard Drains

Spring
Cleanup

Weeding / Pruning
Mulching / Edging

Maintenance
Weekly Mowing

Spring / Fall Cleanup
Organic Fertilizing 

Tree Take Down
Yard Expansion
Stump Removal
Bush Removal

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL For SCheDuLing

Large Boulders? We can break 
them into usable wall stone!

landscaping • lawncare
A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company

Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Bluestone – treads, steps, 
pattern, patios, sidewalks

Arborvitae – dark American 
green giant, CT grown

Landscape Boulders, you pick
CAll for PriCing

Top Soil • Crushed Stone • Mulch – free Delivery – 3 Yard Minimum

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf  d isease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Public Works – Mechanic/Maintainer III:
The Town of East Hampton is accepting applications for the 
full-time position of Mechanic for the Public Works Department. 
Responsibilities include skilled work in the maintenance and 
repair of a variety of complex automotive & department equip-
ment, and will be called upon to assist in other Public Works 
related jobs. Applicant should have in-depth knowledge of the 
standard practices and equipment of the automotive mechanic 
trade. CDL with class B (air brake endorsement) required. The 
starting hourly rate is $26.04.
Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume and employ-
ment application to the Town of East Hampton, Department 
of Human Resources, l Community Drive, East Hampton, CT 
06424, or by email to lseymour@easthamptonct.gov, by April 
14, 2026, or until filled. A job description and employment appli-
cation may be found at: www.easthamptonct.gov. EOE/AA/M-F.

1T
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

The East Hampton Public Schools is seeking 
qualified candidates for the position of: 

Human Resource (HR) Generalist 
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree in human resource 
management or business, and a minimum of three years of 

direct experience working in an HR-related field.   
An equivalent combination of experience and 

education will be considered.
Salary Range: $55,000 – $62,000 

(health insurance eligible, competitive benefits package)
Please see posting below for further qualifications 

and responsibilities. 
    Please apply on-line at  

https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/easthamptonct 
The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

1 Community Dr., East Hampton, CT, 06424
RE4-3-26



NEWS BULLETIN • April 3, 2026	 Page 35

TREE & LANDSCAPING

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SPRING RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups
and Spring Lawn Renovations R

E3
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Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work • Mulching
Walkways • Retaining Walls • Gravel Driveway Repair

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
IT
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

C
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
E3
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

C
IT
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
E4
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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SERVICES

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
it
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5-
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

R
E9

-1
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3

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

R
E3

-1
5-

24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew 

Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
E3
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured

R
E3

-1
3-

20

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1

1-
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2

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
E4
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.Driveway Sealing & Repair

Hot Crack Sealing
Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ive ly  for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

LOCAL LICENSED 
ELECTRICIAN: – No 
Job Too Small! Lights, 
outlets, fans, repairs 
done fast .  Fr iendly 
service for homeowners 
& seniors. Call Patrick 
(860) 365-1853. License 
# ELC. 0208459-E1.

ROOFING, FLOOR
ING, DECKS: All gen
eral home improvement 
and renovations. Call 
860-894-9919. 

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
install INSTALLATION, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. PAVERS, PATIO, 
TILE AND BATHROOM 
R E M O D E L ,  A L L 
MASONRY REPAIRS. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

T H E  B E T T E R 
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu
ent English speakers, 
cleaners who value high 
standards, good com
munications, attention to 
detail, punctuality. Free 
in-person estimates. We 
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

WINDOW CLEANING/
P O W E R WA S H I N G 
:   Themarcofclean
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

W O O D  F L O O R 
REFINISHING: Call 
Glastonbury Carpet & 
Flooring for a quote. 
860-633-8833.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Questioning whether 
your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have 
existing surface finish 
deep cleaned, revital
ized, with a durable ac
rylic/urethane floor fin
ish. The best alternative 
to the mess, expense 
of sanding. A great af
fordable appearance 
booster for home sellers. 
Car pets  sa fe ly  dry 
cleaned.  Experienced, 
references, insured. 
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only. 
Support Small Business.

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Spring Clean-Ups  Pruning
Weekly Mowing  Mulching R

E2
-2

0-
26

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E3
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE3-13-26

NOW SCHEDULING:
New Weekly Mowing & 

Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

R
E1
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• Mowing
• Brush cutting
• Brush/ Tree Removal
• Stump grinding and removal
• Grading/ Drainage
• Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
• Retaining walls, walkways & patios
• Demo and debris removal
• Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
3-

5-
20

llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
E2
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
E3
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20from dripping faucets to all
your major plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters • Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Plumbing & Heating

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

LVP waterproof & durable
   Tile
     Hardwood

FLOORING

RE3-13-26

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Dick’s Moving Service, LLC

860-815-7547

Experienced Professional Movers
Specializing in Local Moves,

Apartments, Homes, Single Pieces,
Appliances, etc.

Asst. Living, Conv. Homes, etc.
1-4 items $375

within a 10 mile radius
Call for a Free Estimate
References & Insured

C
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ROOFING &
            SIDINGRoofing

 Siding
  Hardscapes RE3-13-26

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

R
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE FashionVINYL 

SIDING DAMAGE?
Garage door trim all dented up. No 

problem, I can fix that!
Complete siding jobs.  Free quotes.

35 years in business.
Senior discounts. Accepts credit cards. 

Lic & Insured.

Call Keith “The Siding Specialist”

860-563-2001 C
IT
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Bengston Handyman
& Painting service

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

R
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860-729-9387 East Hampton, CT
CT#0633081

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

A D V A N C E D 
P R O  H O M E 
I M P R O V E M E N T : 
“One call does it all! 
Additions, sunrooms. 
Kitchens, bathrooms. 
Windows, roofing. Vinyl 
siding trim. Garages, 
decks.  Basements , 
f looring. Dry wall & 
taping. Interior painting, 
popcorn ceilings. Clean 
up daily. Quality work. 
Lic.  #578351. Ful ly 
insured. Free estimates. 
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-deck
ing and more. 35 years’ 
experi ence. Ful ly l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
al lstarmasonry.  Cal l 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

CARPENTRY, WILL 
REPAIR & REPLACE: 
all types of woodwork.  
Kitchen remodelling. Re
placement windows, in
terior/exterior trim, and 
siding.  Small jobs wel
come. Licensed/Insured. 
Glastonbury resident 
since 1985. Call Tracy 
860-922-9036.

D&A TILE : Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

RENE’S INTERIOR 
TRIM AND WATER 
DAMAGE REPAIR: 
W e  o f f e r  m o u s e 
proofing, exterior door 
weatherstripping and 
water damage repair of 
all kinds - We find the 
leak, repair it, and all 
its damage. Roofing, 
siding, sheetrock, and 
woodwork - We offer 
complete sheetrock 
and plaster repair. All 
interior and exterior trim, 
including crown molding 
a n d  c h a i r  r a i l i n g . 
Also, window seats, 
mantles, bookcases, 
entertainment centers, 
cedar closets, pocket 
doors,  in ter i or  and 
exterior doors, custom 
s ta i rs ,  a t t i c  s ta i rs , 
r a d i a t o r  c o v e r s , 
replacement windows, 
h a t c h w a y s ,  w o o d 
decking to Trex and 
more. Please call Rene 
860 716-2678.
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FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 
VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
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FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

AUTOMOTIVE
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

RE3-13-26

BUILDING &
       DESIGNAdditions

 Kitchens
  Baths

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services

Water Damage Repairs • Drywall New & Repairs 
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

Drywall Service 
& Repair, llc

959-888-1442
LICENSED & INSURED

$100 OFF For New Customers
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— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

MOVING SALE: Some 
furniture, household 
items - baking/cooking 
etc, dishware. Outside 
furniture, grill, etc. Sat/
Sun, April 11th & 12th. 
9am-4pm. 85 North Main 
Street #7C, Edgemere 
Condos, East Hampton.

1996 VOLVO 850GLT: 
177,000 miles. Very, 
very good condition. 
$5,000 firm. 860-659-
7411.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

TAG SALES FOR SALE: 2010 Mer
cedes Benz E350 4 mat
ic. 194,000 miles, great 
condition. $5900.00 Call 
860-978-0587.

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
IT

4-
13

-2
3

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972
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www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

Velux 5 Star Skylight 
Specialist/Installer 

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed 

Siding Specials!

LLC
Roofing • Siding • Skylights • Windows • Gutters
Leaf Guards • Chimneys • Ridge Vents • Repairs

"Bringing 
Light to Life"
Ask about our

"NO LEAK" 
Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

Ask 
about our
"25 Year Workmanship 

Warranty!"
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6Your Neighborhood Painters

877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u
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Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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 Decks
 Remodels
 Finished Basements
 Sill Rot Replacement

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro 

 Replacement
 Windows & Doors 
 Finish Trim
 Structural Repair (rot)
 To Do Lists
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm
*Closed Easter Sun. Apr 5

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE Apr 3-Apr 9
Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Herb Garlic
Parm or Buffalo

Blue Cheese
Chicken Cutlets

$5.88lb.Crazy 8’s Sale!Crazy 8’s Sale!

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials

$17.88lb. $6.88lb. $4.88lb. $11.88lb.

$15.88 ea. $7.88lb. $7.88lb.

$2.88 ea. $5.88 ea. $5.88 ea. $4.88 ea.

Certified Angus 
Strip Steaks

Tender Choice 
Cube Steaks

Fresh Pork
Baby Back Ribs

Certified Angus 
Lean Flank Steak

Margherita
Genoa,
Salami or 
Pepperoni

Kretschmar
Colby Jack Cheese

Krakus
Imported Ham

Kayem
Franks 2.5lb. Box

Chabaso
Baguette Bread
10.5 oz.

Fresh 8 Inch 
Lemon Crumb Pie 
24oz.

Fresh Baked
Blueberry Muffins 
4-Pack 20oz.

California 
Clementines
3lb. Bag

$5.88lb.

Ragu
Pasta Sauce
All Var. 24oz.

Chef Boyardee
Canned Pasta
All Var.
14.5-15 oz.

Starbucks
Coffee K-Cups
All Var.
10 ct

Knorr
Rice or Pasta Sides 
All Var.
4-6 oz.

Bens
Ready Rice
All Var.
8.5-8.8 oz.

Wishbone
Salad Dressings
All Var.
15 oz.

No Yolks
Egg Noodles
All Var.
12 oz.

Red Pack
Canned Tomatoes
All Var.
28 oz.

Chips Ahoy
Cookies - Family Size 
18-19.5 oz.

$1.98 $1.88 $4.88

$1.48 $1.98 $2.88

$1.98 $1.48 $9.88

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Mrs. Smith’s
Apple Pies
37 oz.

Stouffers
Entrees All Var.
8-13 oz. 

Stouffers
Pizzas All Var.
11-12.75 oz.

Best Yet
Large White Eggs
Dozen

Sargento
Balanced Breaks
All Var. 4-4.5 oz.

Newmans Own
Drinks
All Var.
59 oz.

$2.88 $2.98 $2.88

$5.88 $2.98 $2.98

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head 
American Cheese

Boar’s Head 
Ovengold
Turkey Breast

Tomatoes
On The Vine

Royal Gala 
Apples

Loose
Russet Potatoes

$12.88lb. $6.88lb.$1.88lb. $1.48lb. $.88lb.
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STARKEY 
HOME REMODELLING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing 

James 
860-573-3597

   (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)
• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 
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