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The Last Living Place... Epoch Arts in East Hampton will present an
two-act play, The Last Living Place, from Friday, April 24, through Sunday, April
26, at 7 p.m. all three nights, at Epoch, 27 Skinner St. The play explores themes
of brokenness, redemption, true community, and facing the monsters that rage
in peoples’ lives. Pictured are two of the cast members, Delilah Koonankeil and
Mira Hogan. For more on the upcoming play, see page 21.
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Portland Ofhcials Back |
School Consolidation Plan

By Anne Lilburn

Portland voters will head to the polls to weigh
in on a proposed school consolidation plan at a
May 11 referendum, and there appears to be bi-
partisan consensus among the Board of Select-
men, as well as local party leaders, that the plan
is a strong one.

The $109 million plan calls for renovating
and expanding Valley View Elementary into a
Pre-K through Grade 2 school, converting Gild-
ersleeve Elementary into a Grade 3-5 school,
and making capital improvements at the middle
and high schools.

The cost would be offset by $66.5 million in
projected state reimbursements, the town has
said, leaving Portland’s estimated share at $41.9
million.

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican,
said he was strongly in favor of the plan, and
emphasized that he was not alone.

“A lot of people are paying attention,” he said.
“And the thing that gives me the most hope,
honestly, is that there’s no real opposition to it

Pelton emphasized that this plan was differ-
ent than the “megaschool” K-5 school consoli-
dation proposal that was floated a year and a
half ago. That plan called for the renovation and
expansion of Valley View Elementary School,
and the subsequent closure of the Gildersleeve
and Brownstone Intermediate schools.

The $68 million proposal — which after state
aid would’ve left Portland’s share around $33
million - failed at a November 2024 referen-
dum, by a 3,363-2,336 tally.

“I'loved the megaschool plan, the K to 5 plan,
because it would have been the least expensive
one back then,” he said.

He added, though, that he actually thought
the current plan was better. By waiting, Pelton

RHAM Hearing Focuses on Trust, Rising Costs

By Toriana Williams

The RHAM Board of Education on Monday
held a public budget hearing that discussed
much more than just numbers. The most intense
and revealing moments during the hearing were
not about line items but about trust. Again and
again, speakers returned to one issue: whether
or not residents can trust the numbers behind a
proposed $33.66 million school budget.

A $1.7 Million Mistake

Most of the tension during the night stemmed
from a financial error that went unnoticed for
years. School officials acknowledged that since
2020, the district had been incorrectly calculat-
ing money that should have been returned to its
three member towns - Andover, Hebron and
Marlborough. Superintendent of Schools Colin
McNamara explained that the mistake caused
the district’s funds balance to grow to “just over
$1.7 million”

Those funds were never spent, but they were
also not returned when they should have been.
Now, they will be credited back. Andover will
receive $255,234, Hebron will receive $849,497
and Marlborough will receive $600,205. Interest
is set at $23,676.

Still, the discovery shook confidence, as many
residents have since spoken out about the error.
Hebron Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a
Democrat, put it bluntly: “This mistake resulted
in the overcharging of three towns and their
taxpayers. That’s a fact”

Sharp Words from Board Leadership

RHAM BOE Chair Heather Summerer, a
Democrat, delivered one of the most emotional
speeches of the night. She spoke to defend the
district and criticized local officials. She also of-
fered a detailed timeline of how the financial er-
ror was discovered.

She walked the audience step-by-step through

mid-March and explained when concerns about
the audit first surfaced.

“We prioritized this situation and communi-
cated as quickly as responsible, given the infor-
mation we had,” she said.

Summerer pushed back against claims that
the district had been slow or otherwise secretive
- and strongly rejected accusations of wrongdo-
ing.
“The board [and] the administration have
been accused of stealing money from taxpay-
ers. We've been called thieves,” she said. But, she
added, “100% of the funds are in the assigned
fund. ... They haven't been touched”

Summerer then described tensions with He-
bron officials and called their response “hostile”
and “reckless”, accusing them of trying to create
“a narrative that detracts from the facts”

She also described their response as unfair

See RHAM Hearing, page 8
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said, the town will now be able to take advan-
tage of increased state reimbursements, while
also keeping the smaller feel of two schools.

He described it as a “once-in-a-generation”
opportunity.

Pelton also said that he had no doubt that the
schools needed improvement.

“There are needs across the whole school sys-
tem,” he added. “The two elementary schools
that we do have, Valley View and Gildersleeve,
those are old buildings. The roofs are terrible.
They’re past their useful lives; the buildings are
in terrible shape. Theyre energy-inefficient,
they’re not up to today’s safety standards. So, by
being able to do that and get a huge reimburse-
ment back, we get brand new schools that are
energy efficient and safe”

Pelton said that the new plan also accounted
for residents’ concerns about losing Brownstone
School, which is a historic building. He said
he was hopeful that the Nordic Spa coming to
Portland would lead to changes downtown and
that that would offer new opportunities for re-
purposing Brownstone.

“We [can] keep the character of it he said,
“but you could do mixed-use, you could do, you
know, businesses and government buildings
and general business. You could do a bunch
of stuff with that building and its right on our

See School Consolidation, page 8
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Take-Back Day April 25

AHM’s Coalition for a Healthy and Empow-
ered Community (CHEC), in partnership with
the Connecticut State Police, will host a free
drug take-back event Saturday, April 25, from
9 a.m.-noon, at the Hebron Police Department/
Fire Department, 44 Main St.

Free take-back events are held each year in
the spring and fall for community members to

properly dispose of old and unneeded prescrip-
tions, over-the-counter medications, and vita-
mins anonymously.

Unused and expired prescription medica-
tions are a public safety issue, AHM said, add-
ing that the proper disposal of unneeded drugs
saves lives and protects the environment and
overall community.

A

Over 20

Mattresses

SMARTERAPPLIANCE

AND MATTRESS
199 Old Hartford Road, Colchester, CT
www.SmarterAppliance.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday 2:30-5:30; Sunday closed
%¢ SHOP LOCAL - SAME PRICES, BETTER SERVICE Y%

Take 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST on al purchases $499 +

Sprlng is here! Tlme to sell!
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-
2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-
2011-2010 of SOLDs in total for Hebron,
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.
For Loyal Dependable Service and
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248  Call today for your free market analysis!

8-8512 « www.countrysidereal

Not Happy With Bank
CD Rates?

Earn 5.95%
Interest With Us.

We partner with a company that is
offering a fixed annuity that pays you
5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more.

Call us today
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today!

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®
] [ Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth
INTEGRITY
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10%

203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com
W E A L T H : federal tax penalty.

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance,
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance.
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term.
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Music Boosters Collecting Clothes

The RHAM Music Boosters are hosting a  their closets and fill large yard bags to donate
Savers FUNDrive to support student musi- gently used men’s, womens, and children’s
cians, and they need your help to fill their do-  clothing, coats, shoes, and fashion accesso-
nation bags. The community can drop dona- ries like handbags, wallets, and backpacks.
tions off on Saturday, May 9, from 8-11 a.m.,  All proceeds directly benefit educational trips
at RHAM High School, 85 Wall St., Hebron. and special music programs for RHAM music

The community is encouraged to clean out  students.

SAVE THE TAX

PROMOTION

Save 6.35% on your entire order!

*Some exclusions apply not valid with any other offers*

SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY B6AM-8PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

0’" Wellness Visits 0'" Urgent Care -’" Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

RE11-29-24

Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

Murse Practitioner w

contly joined
nal Medicine in I.Jln::rnn bury

Gabwisa 0 has rec
[ artford Inter

and West Hartford, CT
Accepting new patients!

To schedule an appaintrment (0) BEO-659-0581 W, prrimnedhic, com



NEWS BULLETIN « April 10, 2026

Page 3

RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM « RHAM « RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM ¢« RHAM « RHAM « RHAM

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration

Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool
Summer Camp is now open for all towns. The
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa
classroom and play yard at RHAM High School,
and is for children ages 3-5 who have not yet
started kindergarten.

Two early childhood teachers staft the pro-
gram along with volunteers. Hours are 9 a.m.-
noon Monday through Friday. Families can
choose to enroll for one to eight weeks.

In camp, children work on social skills, gross
and fine motor and school readiness skills in
a relaxed atmosphere while enjoying summer
recreational activities inside and outside. Chil-
dren must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and campers must
be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). The dates and themes are as follows:

Week 1: June 22-26 — Garden Adventures; Week
2: June 29-July 2 - Locomotion (No Camp July
3); Week 3: July 6-10 — Dinosaurs; Week 4: July
13-17 - Pirates; Week 5: July 20-24 - Ocean
Commotion; Week 6: July 27-31 - Olympics;
Week 7: Aug. 3-7 - Space Invaders; Week 8:
Aug. 10-14 - Fun with Food

To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
Community/Program?category=4.  Financial
aid may be available for families who qualify by
filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/program-
scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program. If you have further questions, please
contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.
org or (860) 860 228-0871.

KinderRHAMa Registration is Open

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-
RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High
School, has opened registration for students for
the 2026-27 year. Children ages 3-5 can attend
the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 1,
2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program
and RHAM students assist in the classroom.
The program follows the Early Learning Devel-
opment Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT
for preschool aged children. Regular activities
include circle/story time, outside play, science
and math-based activities, and daily arts and
crafts projects.

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The
3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There

are also limited spaces to have your child attend
five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the
three-day program is $4,465/year; and the
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the
three-day/week program with extended day
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 am.-3
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10
installments. Financial aid may be available for
families who qualify.

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will
be informed as to whether their child has a
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Murray
at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org.

Empty Bowls Dinner Event

Students and staff are prepping for their
fourth Empty Bowls dinner event to be held
Thursday, April 30, from 6-8 p.m., in the RHAM
High School cafeteria.

At the last Empty Bowls dinner, in 2024,
over 400 ceramic bowls were made and due
to support from the community, over $3,000
was raised for local food banks. For this year’s
dinner event, there are over 400 bowls made,
a lineup of restaurants from the area donating
food, and organizers said they hope to exceed
the turnout from 2024!.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students
and children, and can be ordered at lingcon-
nect.com/public/store/UALJFX/items. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Hebron Interfaith Food
Bank, Marlborough Food Bank and Andover
Congregational Church Food Pantry.

At the event, guests enjoy a simple meal of
soup and bread and choose a handmade ceram-
ic bowl to take home as a reminder that there
are always empty bowls in the world.

PETITE SPA OF WELLNESS

Patricia Sanford
Licensed Massage Therapist
752 Middletown Rd.,

Rt 16, Colchester, CT

860.884.7030
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Check that your kids
are in the right seat at
NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

IOVE
PROIECIS

Bl EENHTSA

Additional monetary and food donations will
also be accepted and t-shirts with our student
designed logo will be sold at the dinner event.

There are 18 businesses in Hebron, Andover,
Colchester, Marlborough and Glastonbury that
are donating food and supplies for the dinner
this year so that all ticket money will go to the
food banks. Andover Pizza, Big Y, Blackledge
River Tavern, Flour Girl Cafe, Fornarellis,
Georgias Restaurant, Gina Marie’s, Marlbor-
ough Bakery and Cafe, Marlborough Pizza, Red
Rose Cafe, Sadler’s, The Spicy Green Bean, Ted’s
IGA Supermarket, Three Fellas, Village Green
Pizza, Whole Foods, Wicked Slice and Zina’s
Cucina all donated food and supplies for this
year’s event.

AHM’s Annual

Fundraising Concert

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold
its annual fundraising concert Friday, May 8,
at the AHM Performing Arts Room, 25 Pend-
leton Drive. This year’s performance will be by
Nightshift. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the concert
begins at 6:30 p.m.

Nightshift specializes in the best-loved tracks
of the ‘60s, 70s, and ‘80s. The five-piece group
brings audiences of all ages to their feet, from
the kids to the grandparents.

Tickets are $45 per person.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
fundraisers-events/spring-concert.

The Sound of Music... The “Sound of Music” was showcased at the Eastern Region
Middle School Music Festival, held March 20-21 at Coventry High School. This annual
festival brings together middle school musicians from across the eastern region of
Connecticut to rehearse and perform in select ensembles, showcasing their dedica-
tion, collaboration, and musical achievement. Students from Region 8 were selected
to participate in both the Jazz Band and Concert Band. The jazz participants were
Elijah Greenhouse and Thomas Case. Band students, pictured above, were Caleb
Brainerd. (Hebron Elementary); June Ranta, Oliver Gatto, Samuel Ching. (RHAM
Middle); and Tiago Fernandez (Marlborough Elementary).

AHM’s College Scholarships Open for Applications

AHM Youth & Family Services is accept-
ing scholarship applications from Andover,
Hebron, and Marlborough students who
are planning to attend college in the fall.
Application deadline is May 15. Find the
online application at: https://ahmyouth.org/
college-scholarship-application. The scholar-
ships are:

Erin Garvie: This $1,500 scholarship was
created by the Garvie family and friends. Each
year, two college scholarships are awarded to
graduating high school senior females who
have been accepted to a two- or four-year
college/university, have participated in high
school athletics and exhibited leadership
qualities.

Paige Houston: This $500 scholarship was
created by the Houston family and friends

when Paige passed away in 2013. Each
year, one college scholarship is awarded to
a RHAM High School graduate who has
been accepted to a certificate program, trade
school, or 2-4 year college/university, and
is pursuing a degree in one of the following
fields: education, human services, mental
health, juvenile justice, or pediatric medi-
cine. Special consideration will be given to
students volunteering in the KinderRHAMa
program (an AHM program partnership
with RHAM High School).

William Stelzner: This $500 scholar-
ship was created by the Stelzner family and
friends. Each year, one college scholarship is
awarded to a RHAM High School graduate
who plans to attend a 2-year college and has
volunteered in the community.

Sponsors Sought

for Golf Tourney
AHM Youth and Family Services will hold
its annual Golf Tournament Friday, July 17, at
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. AHM is
currently looking for sponsors and players. Go
to ahmyouth.org for more info.

Like us on
Facebhook
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The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
Multiple Offers: Looking Beyond Just the Highest Price

When a home receives multiple offers, it’s easy to assume the seller should simply choose the highest
price.

But in many cases, the best offer isn’t always the highest one.

Price is important, but it’s only one piece of the puzzle. The strength of an offer is determined by a
combination of factors, many of which can have a direct impact on how smoothly — and successful-
ly — the transaction closes.

One of the biggest factors is financing.

A buyer who is putting down a larger down payment or offering to cover a potential appraisal gap

« Probate Litigation
« Estate Settlement
« Estate Planning
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & 01d Stuff

Bottles ¢ Crocks » Jugs  Costume Jewelry « Pottery » Toys
* Pewter ¢ Glassware ¢ Sterling Silver « Coins ¢ Gold
* Silver Plated Items ¢ Watches » Typewriters « Sewing Machines
* Tools * Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns ¢ Lamps  Kitchenware
* Cookware « Knives « Hunting ¢ Fishing  Military « Masonic
* Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More

Gall Donald Roy 860-874-8396

HALE LAW FIRM
ROBERT J. HALE, JR., ESQ.

« Contract Disputes

« Conservatorship

o Wills, Trusts, etc.
860-430-9272 www.attyhale.com

41-B New London Turnpike, Glastonbury, CT 06033

ADVICE + REPRESENTATION = RESULTS

may present less risk than a buyer offering a higher price with minimal down payment. If an apprais-
al comes in low, that difference can become very significant.

Contingencies also play a major role.

Offers that include fewer contingencies — or more flexible ones — are often more attractive to
sellers. For example, a buyer who is not dependent on selling another home, or who is willing to be
flexible on inspections, may offer more certainty than a higher-priced offer with multiple conditions.
Timing can be another key consideration.

Some buyers may be able to close quickly, while others may need more time. In certain situations, a
seller may prioritize convenience over price, especially if it aligns better with their next move.
Earnest money deposits can also signal strength. A larger deposit often shows a higher level of
commitment from the buyer.

In competitive situations, sellers are ultimately weighing both price and risk.

The goal isn't just to accept the highest number — it’s to choose the offer most likely to reach the
closing table with the least amount of friction.

For homeowners navigating multiple offers, understanding these dynamics can make a meaningful
difference in both the experience and the final outcome.

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes Condos
« 4 homes sold « 0 sold
« Average sale price: $521,775
o Average sale-to-list ratio: 101%
o Average days on market: 12 days
» Median days on market: 6 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com

CIT2-26-26
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Page 4
From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

First off, kudos to both the UConn men
and the UConn women for a great season.
Yes, a week ago at this time both teams had
visions of national championships dancing
through their heads - and Jordan’s Furniture
customers had visions of free recliners and
couches floating through theirs — and in the
end neither team went all the way. But they
still have a lot to be proud of.

And the men, hoo baby; the men will al-
ways have that remarkable comeback against
Duke to bask in.

One of the things that drives me up the wall
about the New York Yankees is their insis-
tence that if they don't win the World Series,
their season is a failure. Yes, that’s the ultimate
goal, but if thats the only way you measure
success, then youre going to be a failure far
more often than not. There are 30 teams in
Major League Baseball; 29 of them go home
each year without a world championship.
Does that mean for all 29 of those teams the
season is a failure? No - or at least it shouldn’t.

The same holds true in football. If the Jets
ever make the playoffs again, that would be a
success in and of itself.

Heck, it’s true of life in general. Very few
people have life go exactly the way they envi-
sioned when they were kids. There are bumps
along the way. Highs are followed by lows;
peaks are followed by valleys. But sometimes
- most times - there’s beauty in the valleys,
and if you remain laser-focused on those
peaks, you might not be able to see it.

The point is this: Of course I'd have loved
to see both teams bring home national titles.
(For one thing, I've grown rather fond of those
celebratory parades in downtown Hartford.)
But that doesn't mean the men and women
had dud seasons. Far from it.

Like I said, they have a lot to be proud of.

* % %

If you enjoy live choral music, you've got a
couple of good opportunities coming up.

The Hartford Chorale will wrap up its 2025-
26 season with what sounds like a beautiful
afternoon of music on Saturday, April 18, at
4 p.m., at Immanuel Congregational Church,
10 Woodland St., Hartford.

Titled “Requiem Aeternam,” the program
will trace a contemplative arc from contem-
porary American choral writing to one of the
great masterworks of the 20th century. The
concert will feature music by Scott Perkins
and Maurice Duruflé, culminating in Duru-
flés luminous Requiem, Op. 9.

The concert will feature soprano Jolie
Rocke and baritone Dylan Armstrong joining
the chorale for the performances, as well as
organists Susan Carroll and Stephen Scarlato.
The concert will be conducted by Jack Antho-
ny Pott, artistic director of Hartford Chorale.

“Hearing this repertoire unfold within the
luminous sanctuary of Immanuel Congrega-
tional Church creates an experience that is
both intimate and transcendent,” said Sarah
Armstrong, executive director of Hartford

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6
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Serving Up Flapjacks..

. The Marlborough Lions Club said its recent pancake break-

fast, held at the East Glastonbury Fish and Game Club in Marlborough on March
29, was once again a great success. There was a strong turnout of people enjoying
the pancakes, including varieties with chocolate chips and blueberries, along with
sausage and ham. The Lions also thank the various local business that helped spon-
sor the event. The Marlborough Lions meet twice per month; for more information,
call club president Jean Paul Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or secretary Ken Hjulstrom at
860-490-9116.

Bulletin Board

Spring, as many of you are certainly aware, is an important time of year for several of the
world’s great religions, including Christianity (Easter), Judaism (Passover), Islam (Ramadan),
Trout Fishing (Opening Day) and, of course, Baseball (Season Opener).

I realize that certain heretics may not view baseball as a true religion. I would argue, how-
ever, that baseball has numerous things in common with our more traditionally accepted reli-
gions. There are pews (bleachers), a congregation of the faithful (fans), high priests (coaches),
acolytes (the players), the various trappings of worship (bats, balls, gloves, etc.) and even
mystical numbers (nine players, nine innings, three strikes, three outs, etc.).

As the father of two boys and as what my church-going wife refers to as a “Mattress
Christian,” I believe I understand why certain powers might be reluctant to officially admit
that baseball is a religion. I suspect (from my position on the mattress) they’re afraid that if
children learn that baseball is actually a religion (i.e. like church), they won’t want to go to the
ballpark any more. 'm not passing judgment here. Just sayin’... You know how kids are.

As is the case with many religions, there is disagreement, even among true believers, as to
what constitutes true baseball. There are those, for instance, who maintain that Little League
baseball is the purest form of worship. Though I tend to agree, I'll leave that debate to more
learned theologians. I would only point out that the pros play for money and the kids play for
blood. The latter motivation seems a bit more pure from a historical standpoint, considering
that the preferred method of settling theological differences over the past couple of thousand
years has been to kill anyone who dares to disagree with you. On the other hand, perhaps I
understate the role of cold, hard cash in the journey toward salvation.

On a similar note, someone more knowledgeable than I (far from a rarity, I assure you) once
remarked that Little League baseball is to professional baseball as the Children’s Crusades
were to the Crusades themselves. This strikes me as a legitimate comparison: the goal is pretty
much the same, but the junior participants are considerably smaller. Also, in the case of Little
League, the players generally don't feel compelled to scratch their nether regions on live televi-
sion. It is possible, I suppose, that leering child Crusaders brashly readjusted their juvenile
unmentionables in front of cheering crowds as they marched through various villages on their
way to oblivion, but I am not aware of any historical evidence to support that possibility.

For those who demand tests of faith, the Little League program has them aplenty. Anyone
who has ever had a son (or daughter) on the losing end of a 25-0 ball game, knows that poor
old Job didn't exactly corner the market on disappointment. And yet, it is surprising how few
of these youngsters actually quit and go sign up for golf lessons (the equivalent of a religious
conversion). Instead, like “real” religions, they vow they’ll do better the next time. We call this
sort of unsubstantiated optimism “faith” As for forgiveness, I guess that’s up to their coach, at
least in the short term.

Over the years, certain soft-hearted heretics have sought to spare children the pain of disap-
pointment by arguing that youth baseball should be played “just for fun” and no score should
be kept. Such proposals must be dealt with severely. Few religions in my experience main-
tain that God doesn’t keep score. And in His case, the penalty isn’t mere disappointment, it’s
eternal damnation, or, if you subscribe to some of the Eastern philosophies, getting yourself
reborn as a toad or a cockroach or something similarly nasty. Clearly, the participants in these
exercises pretty much agree that Someone is keeping score. As for youth baseball, believe
me, the kids know darn well who won and who lost and what the exact score was, even if the
adults want to pretend otherwise.

Like any respectable religion, baseball also has its share of mysteries to ponder. Perhaps the
greatest of these is the role of spitting. You take a perfectly nice, well-behaved young boy (I'm
not sure about the girls, but I suspect it’s the same), who wouldn’t dream of sneezing without
covering his mouth, you hand him a baseball glove and turn him loose on a baseball diamond
and all of a sudden he’s hawking up great gobs of spit all over the place. Where does all this
spit suddenly come from? Why is the lad suddenly possessed to spit in the dust, spit in the
grass, spit in the dugout, spit, spit, spit? Generations of horrified mothers have asked those
questions over and over only to be told by the child’s equally mystified, but more tolerant
father to relax, “It’s just a baseball thing.”

I agree it’s a little gross. On the other hand, it beats the hell out of being eaten by a lion,
which, if I remember my Bible, was once dismissed in religious circles as “just a Roman thing”

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum

Thank You, Lions Club
To the Editor:

Thank you to the East Hampton Lions Club
for a fantastic afternoon of music, food and
community fun. The Dean Martin Event and
the Easter Bonnet Parade were a huge success,
and I feel so grateful to be a part of this wonder-
ful community. Can't wait for the next one.

Bonnie Good - East Hampton

Thank You for Attending!
To the Editor:

On behalf of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, the
Church of the Holy Family Catholic Church,
and Gilead Congregational Church, UCC, we
extend our sincerest thanks to all who partici-
pated in and attended this year’s ecumenical
Easter sunrise worship service in Hebron.

Although the morning was met with fog and
rain, many gathered in faithful witness to cel-
ebrate Easter together. We are especially grateful
to those who rose early and braved the weather,
as well as to the volunteers and leaders whose
time, preparations, and care made the service
possible.

Because of our shared sense of faith and
strong community bonds, the hope and joy that
are central to the Easter season shone brightly
through the fog!

With gratitude,
Your Hebron Faith Community

Expert Guidance for Families
To the Editor:

Planning for the future can feel overwhelm-
ing, especially when caregiving responsibilities
arise unexpectedly. The Portland Senior Center
continues to build strong partnerships that sup-
port individuals in aging well, aging in place,
and accessing trusted information before a cri-
sis occurs. Through collaboration with the State
of Connecticut Aging and Disability Services,
the Senior Center is bringing respected experts
and meaningful education directly to the com-
munity.

Community members are invited to attend
“Navigating the Caregiving Maze: What Ser-
vices Are Actually Available Before Youre in
Crisis” on Monday, May 18, at noon, at the Port-
land Senior Center. Presented by the Agency on
Aging, this free program will help individuals
and families better understand caregiver sup-
ports, respite programs, where to begin when
help is needed, and how thoughtful planning
can ease stress and create greater stability for
both caregivers and loved ones.

Having access to clear, reliable information
can transform uncertainty into confidence.
When families understand available services
and supports ahead of time, they are better
equipped to make decisions that protect inde-
pendence, dignity, and overall wellbeing. Op-
portunities like this reflect the Portland Senior
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Center’s continued commitment to providing
high quality aging education and connecting
the community with resources that truly make
a difference.

Registration is free. Please call Heather at
860-342-6761 or visit MyActiveCenter.com to
reserve your spot.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Portland Senior Center
Director/Municipal Agent

Never Waste a Crisis

To the Editor:

Every year, the same people find a new reason
to vote no on the school budget. Last year, it was
one thing. This year, it's the insurance accounts.
The issue changes. The goal never does.

Yes, the insurance problem is real. And it’s be-
ing fixed. Using it as a cover to vote down the
education budget isn’t fiscal responsibility. It’s
the same playbook theyve been running for
years.

These are the same voices that have spent
years attacking Colchester’s educators. The sud-
den sympathy for teachers isn’t convincing. You
don't get credit for standing with people you've
spent years undermining.

You should be concerned about what’s hap-
pening with the budget this year. Not just be-
cause of the insurance situation. But because
people are taking advantage of a bad situation
to play their game and defund education in Col-
chester.

John Farrell - Colchester

Note: Farrell is a member of the Colchester
Democratic Town Committee.

Dem Leadership Abuses Trust
To the Editor:

At the April 6 BOF workshop, residents
learned that the BOE had diverted funds from
the health insurance reserve and mismanaged
the account, leaving it nearly insolvent. To cover
the shortfall, BOE year-end surplus funds -
originally intended for capital projects — were
redirected to pay health insurance claims, a
move that violated longstanding policy and
should alarm taxpayers.

The BOE health insurance reserve, already
underfunded since Superintendent Sullivan’s
arrival, has worsened under Democratic leader-
ship. As of March 31, only $443,000 remained,
while monthly claims average $700,000-
$800,000, pushing the fund to the brink of col-
lapse. Leadership on both the BOE and BOF ig-
nored policy requiring unexpended BOE funds
to remain reserved for capital projects, directly
undermining fiscal safeguards meant to protect
taxpayer dollars.

BOF Chair Karen Belding justified transfer-
ring BOE capital funds by citing an incomplete
audit. Residents firmly rejected her explanation,
noting that the BOE’s unexpended funds policy
exists to ensure proper oversight and prevent
misuse of public funds - and to prevent the cur-
rent crisis, it should have been strictly enforced.
This disregard for policy highlights a troubling
lack of accountability at the highest levels of lo-
cal government.

Taken together, these actions reveal a trou-
bling pattern of mismanagement, secrecy, and
political maneuvering, particularly during last
year’s election cycle. Democratic BOE and BOF
leadership had been aware of the crisis since
April but failed to disclose it, leaving residents
unaware of the full scope of the problem. FS
Bernie Dennler’s repeated assurances that “ev-
erything was under control” now appear mis-
leading, as the health reserve crisis was hidden
from voters until a forensic audit began two
days after the $20 million referendum passed.

Adding to residents’ concerns, FS Bernie
Dennler and Superintendent Sullivan were
notably absent from the workshop, raising
questions about whether they were avoiding
public scrutiny. Democratic leadership - par-
ticularly BOF Chair Belding and BOE Budget
& Finance Committee Chair Chris Rivers - not
only abused public trust but also created a se-
vere financial crisis and ignored established
safeguards. By expecting taxpayers to cover the
consequences through a drastic, unaffordable
tax increase, they failed to provide transparency,
accountability, and adherence to policy, leaving
residents deeply concerned about the town’s fi-
nancial stewardship.

Without strict accountability and adherence
to established rules, restoring public trust will
be extremely difficult. Residents are alarmed
that Democratic leaderships decisions have
jeopardized the town’s and BOE’s finances as
well as public confidence, demanding transpar-
ency, oversight, and strong safeguards to protect
taxpayer funds and prevent crises.

Colchester deserves better.

Cyndee Laribee - Colchester

Portland Schools: Vote Yes
Dear Portland Residents:

As a selectman, I have spent months closely
analyzing the financials of the school consolida-
tion project, and I've reached a clear conclusion:
this is a tremendous opportunity for our town.
This plan leverages grand list growth, captures
meaningful fixed-cost savings, an area 'm high-
ly focused on, and takes full advantage of un-
precedented high state reimbursements. Most
importantly, it addresses our aging school infra-
structure, a challenge we will inevitably need to
fund one way or another.

The major difference is that right now, we
have a rare opportunity to do so with signifi-
cant support from OPM (Other People’s Mon-
ey) through state funding. I am putting my full
support and reputation behind this referendum
because I believe it is the right plan at the right
time. I encourage you to learn more at www.
portlandctschools.org and to join me in voting
‘yes’ on May 11th.

Respectfully,
Vin Pitruzzello - Portland

Note: Pitruzzello is a member of the Portland
Board of Selectmen, but said he is writing as an
individual.

Top Priority
To the Editor:

“The ordinance permits a small townhouse de-
velopment of up to 15 units, including three af-
fordable housing units, on a three-acre property
along James Street. Nearby residents voiced con-
cerns about wetlands, flooding and groundwater
conditions in the area and questioned whether
the site was appropriate for higher-density hous-
ing” -Ordinance 08-26-291 James Street.

A New Jersey #savel7 member, submitted
this quote. It appears development is headed for
another US watershed. Historically developers
rejected watersheds. Environmentalists protect-
ed them. Families cherished or donated them.
Trees and wildlife thrived on them and they
have been an integral part of many neighbor-
hoods, so much so, that surrounding residents
now fear losing them and the bounty contained
within. After all, water is a finite resource. We
can run out.

Case in point: In October 2025, Maine of-
ficials reported that many areas needed 12
inches of steady rain to recharge their aquifers
before the ground froze (ellsworthamerican.
com). They never got the rain. By November,
the USDA declared Maine’s drought a natural
disaster (mainepublic.org). Last month #savel7
members, living in Ellsworth, reported snow-
melt is happening too fast. Much of the runoft
won't have time to reach the aquifers. Gradual
snow melt is one thing, and good news for
groundwater supplies. Rapid melting, especially
over frozen ground, is another and bad news for
groundwater supplies.

New Jersey and Maine towns face the same
questions that Connecticut towns do. How do
we protect groundwater? Woody owl’s genera-
tion wrote stringent environmental regulations,
not to be greedy land hoarders, but to safeguard
delicate ecosystems, which in turn, protect our
natural resources. The new USA seems focused
on the opposite. Rolling back regulations, vilify-
ing supporters and ignoring climatologists. One
bottling company actually sued Fryeburg, Maine,
over water extraction rights, on company land,
and the company won. But as we know, wells,
water tables and aquifers are connected under-
ground. All that water isn’t exactly “theirs”

Money over morals wins, repeatedly, on both
sides of the isle. Governments change zon-
ing “problems” to accommodate development,
thereby creating more problems. We spend on
nonessentials, then complain about taxes for es-
sentials. But what if we changed our strategy and
invested in water? What if ecosystems became
a top priority? Communities can protect their
groundwater. For example, in Hebron, Open
Space properties, safeguarding wetlands and re-
using 550 Old Colchester Rd, for Public Works,
are intelligent, noteworthy gestures that protect
groundwaters throughout the town. #savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston
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Food Cost for Poll Workers
To the Editor:

I was surprised to read in last week’s Rivereast
that during a discussion of ways to trim the
Marlborough town budget, selectwoman Louise
Concodello was quoted as saying — regarding
election costs, including food for workers — “I
think everybody that goes to work brings their
own lunch”

As a former election worker herself, one
might expect Ms. Concodello to understand the
pressure and sacrifice these dedicated residents
make to keep our elections running smoothly.
Poll workers are paid just barely above mini-
mum wage and work nine-hour days during
Early Voting and nearly 17 hours on Election
Day. During these long days most workers take
only a 15-minute break to eat.

Elections are one of the most important
things we do as a community, and the line item
dedicated to feeding these workers is minuscule.
To put it in perspective: the entire food budget
for two full weeks of Early Voting - including
weekends - is $400. That feeds up to six work-
ers two meals and snacks throughout very long
days. If that isn’t fiscally conservative, I don’t
know what is.

Last year, in an effort to stretch that budget
further, the Democratic Registrar asked the
Marlborough Democratic Town Committee
to help by bringing in meals and snacks when
possible — and they delivered. Selectman John
Rizza brought in an entire day’s worth of meals
on his own dime, and other members supple-
mented with meals and snacks throughout
Early Voting. To give credit where it is due, Ms.
Concodello did bring snacks one day, which
were very much appreciated.

Food costs have skyrocketed, and yet the reg-
istrar’s office did not increase its food budget
request for the coming fiscal year. Democratic
Registrar Sandy Cameron Adams has said she
will solicit donations where possible to offset
rising costs. But is that really where we want our
election professionals spending their energy?
Rather than fundraising to feed poll workers,
shouldn’t they be focused on navigating contin-
uously changing election rules, new tabulators,
new voter registration systems, and the poten-
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tially sweeping changes to election administra-
tion being initiated by the Trump Administra-
tion?

Is $400 for two full weeks of Early Voting too
much for our town to invest in showing appre-
ciation for the dedicated people who make sure
our elections run smoothly?

Ann Kilby - Marlborough

Note: Kilby is the former Democratic registrar
of voters and continues as the assistant registrar
(D) for the Town of Marlborough, but said she is
writing as an individual.

DPW Positive Progress
To the Editor:

Many thanks to Hebron’s Department of Pub-
lic Works Action Committee for their efforts
to provide accurate information and transpar-
ency. In the March 20th Rivereast, DPWAC Vice
Chair Todd Habicht reported on the extensive
list of Frequently Asked Questions available on
the Town of Hebron website. Now numbering
51 questions with clear and concise answers,
the DPWAC continues to move forward on this
complex and vital project. The positive progress
made since the DPWAC was formed in 2023 is
a testament to the committee’s dedication and
focus.

In this time of challenging priorities, it may
be helpful to review the long history that sup-
ports the need for a new DPW facility. The cur-
rent DPW cold storage building was built in
1967 and the office/garage was built in 1982.
Both of these workspaces have received only
minimal updating over this long duration. In
2004, Hebron’s Plan of Conservation and Devel-
opment already noted the need for a new DPW,
reporting on page 131, “The equipment bay area
is crowded, lacks lifts, has inadequate lighting,
is height restrictive and has little room for parts
inventory storage. The building lacks a training
or meeting room and has inadequate lunch and
shower areas”

In 2010, the town created an in-depth fa-
cilities study that identified severe issues in the
DPW facility and urged immediate action. The
recommendations listed on page 49 and 50 be-
gin with the introduction, “The public works

See Letters, page 6
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

facility is in desperate need of additional space
and more efficient working conditions. Develop-
ment of a master plan with phased construction
should be the main priority in addition to the
items listed in under 0-1 year” The following list
of action items includes, number VIII, “Correct
life safety issues” and number XVIII, “Design
and construction of a new public works facility
and transfer station at the current location”
Four years later, the 2014 POCD also empha-
sized on the need for a new facility. On page 175
it is stated in no uncertain terms, “the mainte-
nance / office building is not in adequate con-
dition, and is undersized for the operations it
houses..” Leaving no room for misunderstand-
ing, page 178 reports, “The Public Works facili-
ties are clearly the town facilities most in need
of replacement and upgrading” I urge Hebron
residents to embrace this long-overdue project
and support the diligent work of the DPWAC.
Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

Chorale.

Tickets are $30 and $10 for students, and
are available at hartfordchorale.networkfor-
good.com.

The following week, on Friday, April 24,
at 7 p.m., The Greater Middletown Concert
Association will present “Musick and Stories
of the American Revolution in New Eng-
land” at the American Legion Post 75 hall in
Middletown. The hall is located at 58 Bernie
O'Rourke Drive, next to Palmer Field, off
Washington Street.

Dressed in period costume, Richard Frank-
lin Donahue will captivate the audience with
songs and stories while playing a harpsichord
and other stringed instruments. Information
about Middletown’s soldiers who immediate-
ly left for the Concord and Lexington Battle
will also be presented.

While this concert is free, donations for the
Greater Middletown Concert Association are

Cabaret Thank You
To the Editor:

The EHHS Music Boosters would like to ex-
tend our sincere gratitude to all who attended
and supported East Hampton High School’s
“Enchanted Garden Cabaret” on March 26.
Attendees enjoyed dinner, including bread do-
nated by Belltown Bakery, while enjoying musi-
cal performances by talented student musicians
with a variety of vocal and instrumental acts.
Between musical acts, raffle prizes donated by
local businesses and families engaged the audi-
ence with excitement and laughter around the
room.

The EHHS Music Boosters would like to
thank the following for their generous dona-
tions which helped make the evening such a
success: Ace Hardware, Airline Cycles, Belltown
Bakery, Belltown Motors, Country Roads Wine
and Spirits, Creative Nails, Dairy Queen, Da-
vinci’s Pizza, Jim E. Jive Hot Sauce, the Johnson
Family for donating the decorations, Kickback
n Bowl, Lakeside Bar & Grill, Little Fish Gallery

welcome and will be accepted at the door.
* ok %

If you haven’t done your taxes yet, youve
got less than a week left. Yup, in just a few
short days you can take part in the grand tra-
dition that is Tax Day - a tradition that actu-
ally might not go back as far as you think.

According to USA Today, the 16th Amend-
ment to the Constitution was ratified in 1913,
which gave Congress the authority to tax all
incomes. The first filing deadline in 1913 was
March 1 but that was soon changed to March
15, and then ultimately in 1955 to April 15,
to allow people more time to prepare their
returns.

When April 15 falls on a Friday or the
weekend, Tax Day is extended. Alas, April
15 this year is a Wednesday, so no such luck.
Time to get a move on.

* ok %

See you next week.
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The annual Cabaret is the EHHS Music
Boosters’ largest fundraiser, and this event’s
success is only possible with the generosity of
these neighborhood donors. On behalf of the
East Hampton High School Music Department,
thank you to everyone who performed, attend-
ed, volunteered, made food, and donated time
and prizes!

Sincerely,
Emily Wilson, President
EHHS Music Boosters

Support Andover

School Budget
To the Editor:

I am writing in strong support of the pro-
posed Board of Education budget for Andover
Elementary School, as well as the town’s over-
all budget. As I have followed this year’s budget
process, I feel it is important to clarify what this
request truly represents.

The Board of Education’s proposed 10.9% in-
crease may sound high at first glance, but it is, in
reality, the minimum required to meet the cur-
rent needs of our students. Since 2021, enroll-
ment at AES has risen significantly (from 175
students to 259). This is a substantial increase
that has placed real and immediate demands on
staffing and student support services.

It is also important to remember that when
enrollment declined in prior years, the Board of
Education was forced to make significant cuts
to staffing and resources, losing 6.5 positions.
These were not discretionary decisions, but
necessary reductions driven by severe budget
constraints based solely on reduced enrollment
numbers. Those cuts allowed the town to shift
funding priorities at the time, but they also left
the school operating with fewer resources than
it needs today.

Now, with enrollment rising sharply, the
school must rebuild capacity to appropriately
serve students. Despite a growth in enrollment
since 2020, the education budget has not kept
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pace. The current proposal is not about expan-
sion, but it is about catching up and ensuring
that students receive the education and support
they deserve in classes with reasonable num-
bers.

At the same time, the Board of Finance is
proposing increases for the town. As a taxpayer,
I support both investments. Our schools should
not be held to a different standard. A strong
community depends on strong schools, and
AES is central to the town’ vitality and future.

I urge residents to look beyond the percent-
age and consider the reality behind the num-
bers. This is a necessary investment in our chil-
dren, our school, and our community.

Anne Cremé - Andover

Note: Cremé is a member of the Andover
Board of Selectmen, but said she is speaking as
an individual.

RHAM Thoughts
To the Editor:

Just what is a board’s responsibility? Trans-
parency is often talked about but I've never
been concerned with any of Hebron’s boards
and commissions transparency. My experience,
through attending meetings, is that we've a lot
of honest hard-working board and commission
members in town. And I believe that is probably
the case in the RHAM district’s three towns.

If T were to land on a main responsibility it
would be to show oversight of their respec-
tive administrators. They are a kind of coun-
terweight to the administrator’s earnest work
towards finding the best interests of their par-
ticular domains. Another duty I believe is a fi-
duciary responsibility to the towns they serve.

While this can be hard it is really important.
The legal financial instruments available to an
institution are numerous and varied. The com-
plexity of those bookkeeping techniques can
lend to natural obfuscation.

While RHAM’s retirement of their original
construction bond of 20 years ago is legal, it is
a mechanism that obscures other expenses as
they creep up. I believe we've witnessed this as
the debt payments have already been reduced
over $2 million in the last couple of years with
the final retirement of about $400,000 is to hap-
pen this year or next. One would expect this re-
duction to be seen as a total budget reduction.
This has not happened that I can see.

A final note, at the end of this week’s budget
meetings the whole budget process as it stands
now was summarized as ust politics! I dis-
agree. I believe the budget is one of the main
responsibilities of the board and administra-
tion. As stewards of the largest fiduciary trust
in all three communities, to dismiss taxpayers
concerns as ‘just politics’ I believe to be an error.

Terry McManus - Hebron

The Next Big Surprise
To the Editor:

To my East Hampton neighbors, Town Coun-
cil and P&Z: “More” has been uncovered.

What: The next big surprise - POCD 10-year
plan to expand sewer service.

How Do You Know?: It is laid out in a presen-
tation. Go to the town website; follow Home /
Depts / WPCA / POCD Infrastructure Focused
Discussion / final docs. There you will find a file
entitled  “2026-02-19-POCD-Infrastructure-
Session-Presentation-Final-PDE”

Open it up and the title is “POCD Infrastruc-
ture Visioning Session Feb. 19 2026.” In the pre-
sentation is a map: “Sewer Service Expansion
Areas”

The map shows sewer lines all over East
Hampton. The map shows dense housing in R2
zones. It shows economic development in R2
zones.

It shows sewer expansion for “public health”
when no known reports from the Chatham
Health District of failed septic systems: have
been presented by the POCD Steering Commit-
tee, WPCA or the town.

What the authors of this presentation are not
telling you is: that in circa 1970, the Connecticut
Public Health Code began requiring new hous-
ing to include a “Reserve Leaching Field Area”

Action: We must remove the sewer expansion
areas from the 2026 Plan of Conservation and
Development (POCD) before it is presented to
the P&Z.

We, the townsfolk, do not get to vote on the
adopted POCD - the P&Z does the voting....

So we need to have our thoughts known by
the P&Z Commission.

The POCD is not a 50- or 75-year plan. It is a
10-year plan. Let’s make sure they remember it.

Douglas Mackeown - East Hampton
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Dementia Talks No. 55
To the Editor:

This past weekend we planted flowers.

I don’t know when actions, events, activities
become a tradition...but I feel this our tradi-
tion. Mom and I digging in the dirt every spring
since she moved back to Connecticut in 2015.

Each year has been different. From choosing
the plants to bring home, to where to do the
planting, to the process. I will always hold in my
heart the time some years ago, with authority,
Mom said, “Aren’t you going to put water in the
hole first?” A daughter still learning from her
mother.

Since then,
changed.

Several years ago, when Mom was still liv-
ing next door, she joined me in our backyard
to plant flowers in containers. We worked side
by side. It was an assembly line of sorts with a
bucket of mixed soil, water and the flowers. I
would “unwrap” the little plants, break the roots
and hand to Mom, she would put into the con-
tainer then we would both pack in the soil.

To a couple of years ago, where she would
hand me the flowers to put into the container
and I would do most of the work. The idea is
that we were still ‘digging’ in the dirt together.

Last Saturday, Mom and a handful of other
residents and a couple of family members were
part of this year’s tradition.

Mom enjoyed the colors of the flowers that
I brought. She didn’t want to dig in the dirt. So
I was the entertainment for a spell. Filling the
raised flower bed with soil, unwrapping the
flowers, breaking the root ball, putting the little
plants into the box, filling it with soil. It is our
new version of digging in the dirt together.

It was nice to be outside sharing our tradition
with others. In the sun. Talking about times that
have passed. And making a new memory as part
of our spring tradition.

The important part is that the traditional lives
on, just in a different way now. And that is ok.

May you all bloom with joy today and al-
ways....and know that you are not alone.

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

our planting tradition has

The New Normal
To the Editor:

Colchester has always had a simple, honest
bargain with residents. We are a rural town, not
a city. We do not offer every service, and in re-
turn, taxes stay reasonable so families can afford
to live here.

That bargain is being broken.

The proposed FY 2026 to 2027 budget in-
creases spending by more than 6 million dollars
in a single year. But this is not a one-year spike.
Over the past three budgets, total spending has
grown from about $60 million to over $71 mil-
lion, an increase of more than 11 million dol-
lars, or roughly 19 percent. That is about a 6
percent increase year after year.

That is not inflation. That is expansion.

And let’s be clear. This is the new normal un-
der Democratic leadership.

Every increase is explained away with insur-
ance, wages, and inflation. But those explana-
tions miss the point. Rising costs are not new.
What is new is the decision to pass them straight
through to taxpayers without making meaning-
ful offsets or tradeofts.

Instead, even in a year of significant increases,
we see additional spending layered on top. Ex-
panded staffing, administrative growth, and ex-
panded services that were never clearly justified
to taxpayers. That is not restraint. That is a choice.

A choice to grow government. A choice to
expand services. A choice to send the bill to tax-
payers.

And with that growth comes a cost that can-
not be measured on a balance sheet. We are not
just losing affordability. We are losing the small-
town charm and the people who made Colches-
ter the great place it is.

This is how small towns lose what makes
them special, not all at once, but budget by bud-
get, year after year, until affordability is gone
and it never comes back.

Colchester was never meant to compete with
towns like Glastonbury, which have vastly more
commercial development. It was meant to offer
something different: a place where people could
live, raise a family, and not be priced out by their
own local government.

If this is the direction we continue, Colches-
ter, as we know it, will not exist much longer.

The choice is simple. Preserve what made
Colchester affordable, or accept that under cur-
rent leadership, it is already being lost.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester
Republican Town Committee.

Colchester Budget
To the Editor:

The Colchester BOF/BOE budget workshop got
very contentious Monday night (as it should have).

The BOE said theyd cut only $1 million from
their budget which will only move the mil in-
crease from 3.5 down to just under 3 mils. Not
nearly enough of a cut from their $5 million
increase ask. In my opinion, that isn’t nearly
enough. When asked about what exactly those
cuts would be, they gave very vague answers.
They did not give any specific line item cuts to
the BOF, just said they didn't want to say what
vacant positions would not be filled so they
wouldn’t upset any of the staff, even though they
said no current staff would be let go.

Shady Superintendent Sullivan skipped the
meeting to be on vacation so he wouldn't have
to listen to the calls for his removal, and the
questioning of his enormous salary. How con-
venient to be absent from the budget workshop
that has been waiting for the forensic audit for
the health insurance reserve fund that he al-
legedly withheld information to the BOF since
April of 2025 about the fund’s solvency.

The BOF should not move this budget forward
to referendum until after the forensic audit is
completed so that we can know who was respon-
sible for the inadequate reporting, and which
members of the BOE, BOF and BOS knew about
this and failed to disclose it to the public.

We taxpayers pay their wages. We have a right
to know. They need to work within our budget,
not the other way around. Making cuts in bud-
gets isn’t personal, it is economics that we all
have to do in our businesses and in our homes.
They are asking us to make cuts in our personal
budgets by raising our taxes. Why should we
have to make cuts in our own health insurance
supplemental plans so that we can pay for their
mistakes?

Hang onto your wallets, folks. Do not allow
them to pass a budget until someone takes re-
sponsibility for this mess, and they come back
with a budget that is affordable for the taxpayers.

Jeff Mattson
Concerned Citizen
Colchester

Note: Mattson is a member of the Colchester

Republican Town Committee.

Meet Ellen Paul
To the Editor:

I felt it important to bring attention to the
new Democratic candidate for the state repre-
sentative seat for the 55th State District, Ellen
Paul.

I had the privilege of listening to and hear-
ing Ellen speak recently about her bold deci-
sion take action and challenge Republican Steve
Weir for the state rep seat for the 55th District
(which includes a small sliver of Glastonbury
as well as Bolton, Andover ,Marlborough, and
Hebron). This district has been represented by a
Republican for 40 years.

Ms. Paul is a young mother, a Connecticut
native who lives in the 55th in Glastonbury, and
has been a librarian. She has become increas-
ingly frustrated by the recent challenges librar-
ians all over the country have faced to their abil-
ity to provide the public with unlimited access
to facts and books on all topics. She is commit-
ted to protecting and fighting for First Amend-
ment rights and the importance of facts, and
reduced energy costs, our basic right to free and
fair elections, and access to healthcare

Although do not live in her district, I have
contributed to her campaign, will write post-
cards to residents in her district informing them
of her candidacy and knock on doors for her.

She is a very impressive young woman willing
step up at a very contemptuous time, to preserve
building blocks of our democracy that are erod-
ing before our eyes. If Ellen Paul wins this seat,
she can begin to turn the tide as did the Demo-
cratic representatives in many districts, the most
recent of which is Emily George in Palm Beach
County, Fla., which includes Mar-a- Largo.

I urge you to read more about her and decide
if you too will step up to support her, and im-
pact so much more than just a local election in
Connecticut

Ilona Figura, MD - Glastonbury

“Leadership”
To the Editor:
Last week, I wrote about leadership. I think
its worth continuing that discussion, because
leadership isn’t something you talk about once

and move on from. It shows up in decisions,
especially the hard ones, and especially when
those decisions affect everyone else.

There is plenty to disagree with in the pro-
posed town and Board of Education budgets.
But nothing stands out more to me than First
Selectman Bernie Dennler’s attempt to give
himself a raise. And not just any raise. A 25%
increase, from $84,872 to $106,267. That is a
$21,395 jump, all while describing his budget as
“flat” and “status quo.” Those are his words.

We have seen this before. Mary Bylone at-
tempted to give herself a raise during a time
when residents were already struggling. Now we
are right back in the same place. Different name,
same approach.

At the same time, residents are being asked
to tighten their belts. We are told to cut back,
spend less, and absorb what amounts to roughly
$1,000 less in disposable income each year.
Families are making real sacrifices. Fewer nights
out, fewer vacations, less spent on their kids.
Thatis the reality people are facing.

And yet, while asking all of that from ev-
eryone else, the first selectman is proposing to
take more for himself. Not because it changes
the overall budget in a meaningful way, but be-
cause he can. Whether or not the raise “moves
the needle” is beside the point. Leadership is not
about what you can get away with. It is about
what you choose to do when people are count-
ing on you to stand with them.

A good leader does not ask others to sacrifice
while carving out more for themselves. A good
leader recognizes the moment and acts accord-
ingly. Choosing not to take a raise right now
would send a clear message that you understand
what people are going through and that you are
willing to share in that burden.

Instead, we are seeing the opposite. A deci-
sion that makes life harder for residents while
making it easier for the person asking them to
accept it. All while those around him justify his
actions with partisan talking points and gas-
lighting.

That is not leadership. That is Trumpism.

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester

Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Colches-

ter Republican Town Committee.
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Free Pool
Tuesday & Wednesday

3 Tacos for $5 Daily

Daily - $3 Coors Light
160z. Drafts

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10PM
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To Go!

‘/5 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT JS
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30Am

Friday, April 10" “Blue Mountain Haze”
Friday, April 17*" “Davey Blues”
Friday, April 24™ “Who Asked Lisa”

47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON - 860-228-8148
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Y, APRIL SPECIAL!
- FISHERMAN’'S PLATTER

LIGHTHOUSE
SEAFOOD&GRILL

Family owned & operated

PLENTY FOR 2 PEOPLE'

Call or stop in for a menu today!

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd
Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11AM - 8PM
Fri, Sat 11Am - 9PMm » Mon - Closed

website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com
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Happy Hour Daiy 3-6pm - $1° OFr AL Drinks & Foop
DJ every Friday Night from 9 till Close

Hump Day Special! °5% Burger w/drink purchase.
554 Church St. Amston,(T.
OPEN Tues - Thurs 3pm-1am, Fri & Sat Noon-2am and Closed Sundays

I g ina Pizzas « Gluten Free Items
»
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Cl’l (£ 5 Outside Dining

— Online Ordering —

Restaurant & Caterlng Service ~ Www.ginamariesct.com

Try one of our freshly
~ground in-house

Steak
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Any Large

' SD00OFF

Offer good w/ this ad till 4/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only. |,
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas -

I 71 Main Street, Rt. 66 860 228 9375 I

Hebron, CT
Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm
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Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

By Josh Howard

Dan Fields - East Hampton High School
(Tennis): Fields won his first home match of
his junior year, defeating Cromwell Marco
Ferreira in straight sets (6-2, 6-1) on April 4 at
East Hampton High School. Fields, a junior,
will again be a key singles competitor for the
Bellringers this spring. East Hampton is next
slated to host Westbrook at Portland High
School on Thursday, April 16 at 6 p.m.

Aaron Ciarleglio - Portland High School
(Baseball): Ciarleglio was solid from the
mound and did damage from the plate as the
Highlanders defeated Old Saybrook, 4-2, on
April 6. Ciarleglio, a senior, struck out four
over five innings to earn the win and also tal-
lied a team-high two hits, including one in
the sixth inning as Portland scored all four of
their runs in the frame. The Highlanders are
in the middle of a three-game road trip before
returning home to welcome Valley Regional/
Westbrook to Portland High School on Fri-
day, April 17. First pitch is 11 a.m.

Roger Pryor - RHAM High School (Track
& Field): Pryor won both the 100 meters and

200 meters as the Raptors opened the outdoor
track and field season at South Windsor High
School on April 7. Pryor, a senior, ran a 12.11
in the 100 meters to best runner-up Alexan-
der Larmand (12.51) of South Windsor and
then posted a time of 24.64 to edge senior
teammate Brody Kokofski (24.78) in the 200
meters.

Troy Johnson - Bacon Academy (La-
crosse): Johnson opened his senior lacrosse
season by scoring five goals as the Bobcats
traveled to Stonington High School and beat
the Bears, 8-4, on April 4. Johnson led an of-
fensive attack that also got two goals and an
assist from sophomore Jake Ashley. Grayson
Mahon added a goal and Brayden Ward added
an assist. Bacon Academy’s next home game is
slated for Tuesday, April 21 when the Mont-
ville/NFA/Killingly/Hale Ray/Griswold co-op
comes to Colchester for a game at 4:30 p.m.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
Please include as many details about the athlete
or performance as possible.
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* School Consolidation cont. from page 1

Main Street”

Pelton said he knew there were people who
would continue to have concerns.

“Seniors are concerned about [the plan] be-
cause, when they read the referendum it’s going
to say it's a $109M project, which is a scary num-
ber,” he said. To them, he said, he emphasized
the savings via state reimbursements, which he
said were also big numbers.

His bigger concern, he said, was getting vot-
ers to turn out on May 11.

“We do need to get 20% out because you
need that much for a referendum question like
this,” he said. “You need 20%, which means that
we've got to get about 1,420 people, I think, to
vote. That’s gonna be hard — that’s the thing ’'m
the most nervous about, honestly; it’s getting
enough people out there”

At the end of the day, Pelton said that the bi-
partisan support should be a message to voters
that this is a good plan.

“In this day and age, you can’t get a Republi-
can and Democrat to agree that two and two is
four or that puppies are cute,” he said, “So, the
fact that we're agreeing on something that’s $109
million is, I think, you know, is [something]

Selectman Andrea Alfano, who is also chair
of the Portland Democratic Town Committee,
recently wrote a letter to the editor in last week’s
Rivereast where she argued strongly in favor
of the project. She reiterated that support this
week via an email, and laid out her reasoning
behind why she believes this is a good plan.

“I have believed for many years that we should
consolidate our elementary schools from three
to two,” she said. Moreover, she added, “I have
seen firsthand the need to improve the health
and safety of our elementary schools for stu-
dents and staff. Modern, renovated facilities can
lead to improved educational outcomes, teacher
retention, energy efficiency, and cost savings.
We expect to realize as much as a million dollars
a year in operating cost savings by consolidating
our elementary schools”

Alfano joined Pelton and others in making
the argument that now was an ideal time to em-
bark on a plan like this.

“The state reimbursement for the ‘renovate to
new’ plan for Valley View and Gildersleeve may
be at the highest rate we will ever see,” she wrote,
“so I believe the time to act is now to invest in
Portland’s future”

Republican selectman Vinnie Pitruzzello
said that he, too, supported the upcoming ref-
erendum. In a recent email, Pitruzzello wrote,
“I am personally focused on reducing “fixed”
costs and this referendum checks that box. Its a
responsible, long-term solution that fully lever-
ages unprecedented state funding?”

Pitruzello echoed the other selectmen in his
opinion that the time was right for this plan.

“This is about making smart investments
today to avoid far greater costs tomorrow; he
wrote. “This referendum leverages grand list
growth, cost reductions, and state funding while
addressing our aging school infrastructure. This
is a once-in-a-generation opportunity and the
time to act is now.”

Selectman David Kuzminski, a Democrat,
seemed to acknowledge the potential for sticker
shock in his response, telling the Rivereast in an

email that “the board has worked really hard
in keeping the town spending flat with only
contractual increases, and with the [Board of
Education] on putting the consolidation plan
together. With the very favorable state reim-
bursement rates, the town is getting the best
bang for the buck on much needed improve-
ments to our schools with the least amount of
impact on the mill rate”

He added that, “with the town retaining own-
ership of the Brownstone School, it will give us
the flexibility to complete the renovations with
minimal interruptions.”

Kuzminski encouraged voters to listen to the
Town of Portland and Portland Board of Educa-
tion joint podcast where he spoke to both Pelton
and Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton.
It can be found on the Town of Portland’s You-
Tube page and is also linked to on the Portland
Board of Education’s page at www.portland-
ctschools.org.

Peggy Keser, who was recently elected chair-
woman of the Portland Republican Town Com-
mittee, also said she supported the plan. Keser
described herself as a “fiscal conservative” and
said she believed the plan made economic
sense, particularly given the state reimburse-
ments available.

“We have unprecedented give-backs from the
state,” she said. “Were never going to see that
again”

She added, “I feel that time is of the essence,
especially if we get a new administration in
Hartford. If they vote ‘no, we’re never going to
get this package again”

Keser also said she believed it was time to do
something about the schools. She added that
both she and her daughter had attended Port-
land schools and that the schools have long
been in need of repairs.

“It’s time to do something,” she said, “and if
we continue to kick the bucket because, you
know, maybe the older people are struggling,
they don’t have kids in school, and we start us-
ing that as an excuse, were neutering the next
generation. Who's going to inherit our houses?
Who's going to be raising our kids, our children,
our caretakers after this generation?

“So for me as the Republican town chair-
woman,” she continued, “I feel that — and we all
agree, everybody for the first time, I think, since
I'd been on the [RTC] for years now — we've
all agreed, that this plan looks so fiscally sound,
and when you break it down to actual per day
cost, it’s a good deal. It’s a good deal, and it will
help support our home values, if you look at it.
Nobody wants to move to a school with a with a
terrible school system.”

Keser said her biggest concern is that voters
will not turn out for the referendum, and she
said that she and others she knows are willing to
provide rides to anyone who cannot make it to
the polls. She encouraged residents in need of a
ride to reach out to her via the Republican Town
Committee’s webpage.

“It’s about the children,” Keser said. “We have
to stop being selfish over, you know, 94 cents a
day that it would cost in taxes. We've got to stop
being selfish, and we’ve got to start investing. It’s
an investment in our future”

ing up to $1 billion in total savings.

Hampton and Portland.

From the State Senator’s Desk...

Amid stubborn prices, tariffs and the war in Iran have increased aver-
age Americans’ costs by thousands of dollars per year, with gas prices up s
more than a dollar just over the course of March. As the Senate heads into f
its final month of deliberations this year, my colleagues and I are hard at
work, looking for ways to provide relief in a time when it’s sorely needed.

Senate Democrats’ flagship bill this year, in fact, is “An Act Concern-
ing Affordability” That bill seeks to deliver tax relief to Connecticut resi-
dents in a variety of ways, including sales tax exemptions on clothing,
school supplies, household appliances, prepared food in grocery stores
and more. Cuts from each of those tax exemptions will add up, represent-

The bill also seeks to allow all taxpayers to deduct Social Security ben-
efits, removing income cap levels and allowing countless Connecticut se-
niors to keep more of their hard-earned money.

As well, supporting local businesses is a primary focus. Further legislative efforts include
eliminating sales tax for commercial and industrial customers earning less than $10 million per
year, which will provide immediate relief to regular businesses facing spiking energy costs. That
bill also seeks to deliver increased shares of state revenue toward municipalities supporting local
aid - that’s a direct effort for us to deliver relief to Main Street.

Thats not all. Given the increasing issues with property taxes that have increased housing
prices significantly this decade, were seeking to adjust the Education Cost Sharing formula’s
foundation grant to deliver more money to municipalities — with the intent of both bolster-
ing the resources and educational opportunities available to students and preventing difficult
choices in households by reducing pressure on property values and municipal taxes.

There are also concepts in place to deliver no-cost school breakfasts, with efforts to expand
that to lunches as well - if successful, through those processes, Connecticut can deliver im-
proved nutrition to schoolkids around the state and save families on grocery costs all at once.

We need to cut prices now — and we need to prevent future issues. With increased focus
on private equity companies in recent years, the Senate is working to better understand and
limit its presence, given its profits-over-people industrial focus. Preventing private equity from
scooping up housing by limiting when it can make bids on homes entering the market, respond-
ing to past mistakes by limiting private equity ownership of hospitals and health care facilities
and keeping an eye on nursing home and child care practices - including prioritizing indepen-
dent child care facilities when it comes to state grant programs — are key steps forward.

In turbulent times, we're all facing tough decisions when it comes to making ends meet right
now. That’s why Senate Democrats are focused on providing relief, now and in the future.

Note: The 12-town 33rd State Senate District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East

eedleman

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District
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* RHAM Hearing cont. from page 1

and politically motivated. “To infer that our
management of this situation is suspect is a
direct attack on our ethics and integrity; she
added.

Her remarks drew mixed reactions.

Marlborough resident Ken Hjulstrom, who
serves on the towns Board of Finance, said
Summerer’s tone “got kind of political, very de-
fensive. ... I don’t think it helped things,” and
Hebron Craig Donacki said it was “totally inap-
propriate to address the public that way.”

Proposed Budget: Lower Than Most, But
Still Rising

McNamara presented a proposed $33,661,483
budget for the 2026-27 school year, which rep-
resents a 3.19% increase. This increase is down
from an earlier 4.77% proposal. He emphasized
that the increase is relatively modest, and that it
was “lower than 89% of school districts across
the state” Without $1.4 million in cuts, includ-
ing staff reductions, the increase would have
been 7.42%.

McNamara explained that the budget is driv-
en largely by fixed costs. Around 73% goes to
salaries and benefits, including a projected 21%
increase in health insurance.

It was also made apparent that not all towns
will feel the same impact. Hebron will see the
biggest increase by far, with its contribution ris-
ing by about $1.07 million. Andover’s increase is
much smaller at just over $20,000, while Marl-
borough is the only town that would see relief,
with its share dropping by about $52,000.

These differences are attributed ultimately
to enrollment. As more students come from
Hebron to attend RHAM, that town is respon-
sible for a larger portion of the overall budget.
In contrast, Marlborough’s share has decreased
slightly, leading to a small reduction in what the
town must pay.

Staffing, Cuts and Class Sizes

To reduce the budget, the district planned
to remove seven positions - including teachers
and paraeducators — mostly through attrition.
At the same time, RHAM proposed adding two
new roles: a buildings and grounds maintainer
and an instructional technology specialist.

Some residents questioned that decision.
One asked, “Why do we need another position

. if one could handle it for 20 years? What
changed?”

McNamara responded that responsibilities
have grown over time, especially maintaining
fields. “That workload can no longer be sus-
tained by one individual”

Another major issue was class size. According
to McNamara, RHAM offers over 250 courses,
including advanced and specialized classes.
Some of those classes are so small, however,
they sometimes hold less than 10 students.

Critics argued that classes of that size are inef-
ficient. Amston resident Kimmarie Bozza said,
“If only five kids are utilizing one of those cours-
es ... maybe we need to get rid of it”

Others defended the approach. Hebron resi-
dent Beth Fitzgerald explained, “There are small
classes because ... kids get to French five, or AP
government ... and there’s only five kids ... but
we need this so that our kids stay competitive.”

McNamara said small classes are part of offer-
ing a strong, competitive education. “We want
to remain an attractive district ... [with] a wide
variety of course offerings”

Why Surpluses Keep Happening

Several speakers questioned why the district
often ends the year with surplus funds. McNa-
mara said the causes are often unpredictable
and unintended. He described a series of shift-
ing factors that can change spending after the
budget is set.

One of the biggest drivers is staff turnover.
For example, a veteran teacher earning around
$95,000 might retire or leave, and the district
may hire a new teacher at closer to $50,000. That
difference alone can create tens of thousands of
dollars in savings.

Other times, positions go unfilled altogether.
The district may budget for a teacher or sup-
port staff member, but if no qualified candidate
is found, that salary and benefit money is never
spent in the end.

Special education costs can also swing widely
from year to year, depending on students’ needs,
while transportation costs may drop when bus
routes are combined due to driver shortages.

McNamara stressed that “it's not because ...
we're over-inflating our budget”

Check that your kids
are in the right seat at
NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat

IOVE
PROTECIS

El BENHTSA
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Area Cannabis Company True to Its Roots

By Olivia Cibula

In a rapidly evolving industry, Crisp Can-
nabis is working to distinguish itself through a
focus on local roots, customer experience and
community connection, according to the com-
pany’s founder, Andrew Simonow.

Since its inception, the company has quickly
expanded its footprint across the state, opening
three retail locations - in Bridgeport, East Hart-
ford, and nearby Cromwell - in 2024 and estab-
lishing a cultivation facility in Norwich.

The company is also hoping to add an outlet
in Portland.

Crisp Cannabis has managed so far to posi-
tion itself as a homegrown alternative in a very
competitive market.

“As Connecticut’s only craft vertical cannabis
operator with four retail locations, were proud
to be built and run by Connecticut people -
keeping jobs local, quality high, and our com-
munities at the center of everything we do,” Si-
monow said.

Simonow entered the cannabis industry more
than a decade ago, bringing with him a back-
ground in construction, real estate and design.
That experience shaped what he describes as a
practical blue-collar approach to building the
business.

“I took everything I learned and brought
those concepts into cannabis,” he said.

That philosophy is reflected in Crisp Canna-
bis’ identity, which emphasizes what Simonow
calls a “gritty hardworking New England” cul-
ture. From store design to customer interaction,
the goal is to create an environment that feels
approachable and familiar.

“It’s like a coffee shop - you choose it because
it’s reliable,” he said. “From the moment you

walk in to the moment you leave, that experi-
ence should match our culture”

Crisp Cannabis’ East Hartford store offers
added convenience with curbside pickup, free
delivery - and one of the state’s first drive-thru
cannabis services.

“Our goal is to let customers buy in whatever
way they feel most comfortable,” Simonow said.

Beyond convenience, education is also a
central focus of the company. Inside each store
products are organized into clearly defined tiers
to help customers navigate options based on
their preferences and experience levels. Staff are
trained to guide conversations, answer ques-
tions and build relationships with returning
customers.

Crisp Cannabis also produces its own line of
products under the brand “Let’s Burn,” culti-
vated and processed at its Norwich facility. The
company emphasizes a “seed-to-sale” approach,
maintaining control at every stage.

“It's natural craft cannabis; we never use ir-
radiation or UV treatments,” Simonow said.
“We're very intentional with what we put on our
shelves. It’s not just what sells, it's what our cus-
tomers actually want”

That attention to quality also comes with its
challenges. Cannabis cultivation is a time-in-
tensive process and can take four to five months
from seed to sale. Connecticut’s regulatory en-
vironment adds additional layers of complexity
and cost. At the same time, competition from
neighboring states and the illicit market contin-
ues to shape the landscape.

“Massachusetts has become ultra-competitive
and that makes it difficult for us,” Simonow said.

Despite the challenges, Crisp Cannabis has
grown to employ approximately 75 people,

Church Presentation on John Hall Sage

All are invited to Trinity Church, 345 Main
St., on Sunday, April 12, at 11:30 a.m., for a
special presentation by local naturalist Beau
Doherty and Dr. Erin Kuprewicz of the Con-
necticut State Museum of Natural History at the
University of Connecticut.

This program will explore the life and legacy
of John Hall Sage (1847-1925), a noted Portland
native and U.S. ornithologist, highlighting his
scientific contributions, his 1913 work Birds of

Connecticut, and his faithful service to Trinity
Church as a parishioner and vestry member.

The presentation will also look at how Port-
land’s bird populations and landscape have
changed since Sage’s time, including examples
from UConn’s 5,000-bird collection.

A brief tour of items referenced in Sage’s Me-
morials and Other Gifts in Trinity Church will
follow. Light refreshments will be provided. All
are welcome.

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs

Applications are now available for a $500
scholarship offered by the Portland Garden
Clubs.

The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited
college or post-secondary school and plans to
pursue a major in one of the following fields:
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation,
environmental studies, forestry, horticulture,
land management, landscape design, plant pa-
thology or allied subject. Applicants must have
a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden
Club. A review committee will consider the ap-
plicant’s academic record, ability to articulate
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

Application and letters of recommendations
need to be submitted to the applicant’s Guid-
ance or Counseling Department or emailed to
sueanderson06480@aol.com or portlandriver-
valleygc@gmail.com before April 20.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to
lock in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open
to children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kin-
dergarten, Base Camp is open to children enter-
ing grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to chil-
dren entering grades 7-9.

Slamma Jamma Spring Break Basketball
Camp: Monday-Friday, April 13-17, from 9
a.m.-1 p.m., at Portland High School. Open to
children in grade 3-8.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park:
Saturday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate
programs are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry - Grades
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15
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p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry -
Grades 6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30
p.m., at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners
with Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m.,
at Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle
School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

CRISP

CANNABIS

With three retail locations in East Hartford, Cromwell and Brldgeport Crlsp Cannabls
founder Andrew Simonow said he hopes to add an additional store in Portland. The East

Hartford outlet is shown here.

many of whom are local residents. The compa-
ny regularly participates in community events
and initiatives, reinforcing its identity as what
Simonow describes as a shared, community-
driven business.

“It’s actually the community’s store,” he said.
“We built the business like a community, where
everyone shares the pride”

Looking ahead, Crisp Cannabis is planning
to expand both its retail presence and cultiva-
tion capacity, with hopes to add new locations
in South Windsor, Portland and southeastern
Connecticut. The company is also exploring

new product offerings while continuing to scale
its delivery services.

“This expansion is being executed with a dis-
ciplined approach that prioritizes quality over
volume,” Simonow said.

Crisp Cannabis has also expressed interest in
opening a location in Glastonbury, a goal that
would further connect the company to the com-
munity it already serves.

As it grows, Simonow said the company’s
mission remains consistent in building a trusted
locally rooted business that prioritizes quality
and transparency.

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th
Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of
2026’ Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-

mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, Bev-
erly Chester, Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Richard
Kearney, Nancy McKinstry Roch, Richard Pa-
woiczik, Mark Pierini, Maureen Robinson Jor-
dan, or Thomas Savage is asked to email Mary
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com
or message her on Facebook: Portland high
class 76.

Classmates can also verify current contact
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz.

Soccer Club Spring Registration

Portland Soccer Club (PSC) will accept Club-
Recreational registration for the spring soccer
season until April 11. Registrations will only
be accepted online, at www.bluesombrero.com/
portlandsoccerclub.

Cost per registrant is $100, and the sched-
ule is: Pre-K sessions: 8:45-9:30 a.m. (Saturday
only); Dribbler sessions: 9:15-10:15 a.m. (Satur-
day only); Kicker sessions: 9:15-10:15 a.m. (Sat-
urday Games & Practice -Wednesdays)

Dribbler and Kicker divisions will receive
team shirts. Pre-K division will receive Team
shirts and balls. These will be available for dis-

tribution on Friday, April 17, from 5:45-7 p.m.,
at the recreational complex.

The Club-Recreational program will run
eight weeks, from April 18-June 13; there is
no Rec Soccer during Memorial Day weekend
(May 23). All games will take place at the Recre-
ational Complex.

For more information, contact club president
Chad Wilson at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com or
205-999-8842; vice president Chris Donahue at
donahuecj@sbcglobal.net or 860-638-7400; or
registrar Anne Whalen at awhalen34@yahoo.
com or 860-690-3414.

Registration Continues for Town-Wide Tag Sale

The Portland Historical Society’s 30th annual
Town-Wide Tag Sales Day will be on Saturday,
May 9 - rain or shine. Just two weeks remain to
register your tag sale.

To register, visit www.portlandhistsoc.com
and click on the link (the big yellow banner),
and then just follow the directions. Registration
sheets are also available in the barrel at the Ruth
Callander House Museum of Portland History,
located at 492 Main St., as well as on the society
website. Completed paper registrations along
with payment should be mailed to the society at
P.O. Box 98, Portland, CT 06480.

The fee to register is $25 and all registrations
must be received by Sunday, April 26. Portland
residents who sign up will be assigned a spot on
the society’s official Tag Sale Map issued for that

We Nlect By recident
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day listing the sale locations and types of items
featured at each one. Each registered tag sale
will be marked with a numbered pole sign cor-
responding to sale locations on the map.

On Saturday, May 9, the society will have a
Bake Sale of homemade goodies at the Calland-
er House. Members and friends of the society
will be baking pies, muffins, cookies, scones,
cakes, brownies and more and packaging their
specialties for this sell-out sale. Baked goods
can be dropped off after 7:30 a.m. on Saturday
morning. Bake Sale doors open at 8:30 a.m.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to
maintain the museum and to further the mis-
sion to collect, preserve and share Portland’s
history.

PORTLAND
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Tony and the Easter Bunny... The Easter Bunny visited with Portland resident
Tony Rome last week, and the two talked all about Rome’s upcoming concert to
benefit the Portland Food Bank. The concert will take place on Saturday, May 2, at
2 p.m., at Concentric Brewing Company, 91 Main St. Attendees are asked to bring
a non-perishable food item for the food bank. If you can’t make the show, Rome
asks that you still donate to the food bank.

PHS Sophomore Auction

The Portland community is invited to attend
an evening of raffles and fundraising at the an-
nual Sophomore Auction at Portland High
School Thursday, April 30. The event will begin
with a silent auction at 6 p.m., followed by a live
auction at 7 p.m.

Attendees will have the chance to bid on a
wide variety of items and experiences donated

by local businesses and community members.
Auction items include specialty baskets, ski
passes, driving classes, sporting events, theater
tickets, and more. Admission is free.

Proceeds from the event will support the
Portland High School class of 2028, helping
fund class activities such as their senior trip and
prom.

Public School Preschool Screening

Connecticut public schools are responsible
for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View
School in Portland will conduct a preschool
screening on Friday, May 15, for children ages
3 to 4 years.

Jason A. Fedash
Scholarship

The Town Tech Educational Partnership is
now accepting scholarship applications for the
Jason A. Fedash Scholarship.

Applicant must be a Portland High School
senior planning to attend a two- or four-year
accredited college in pursuit of a career in com-
puter science, information technology, environ-
mental science or the water industry. Students
may obtain an application from the Portland
High School guidance office.

All applications must be received by May 1.

Lions Accepting
Scholarship Applications

The Portland Lions Club is now accepting
scholarship applications for Portland resident
students enrolling in a post-high school certifi-
cate or degree program that serves the public in
some manner.

Applications will be accepted from students
of all academic levels as well as learning chal-
lenges. Portland students can obtain an ap-
plication form from the PHS guidance office
or through the Portland CT Lions Club email:
Portlandctlionsscholarship@gmail.com.

All applications must be received by April 15
for consideration.

The screening is designed to answer any ques-
tions or concerns about a child’s development,
as well as identify children who may be eligible
for the preschool selection process. During the
screening your child will meet with members
from our preschool team and participate in a
variety of activities. These activities assess dif-
ferent developmental areas including cognition,
communication, fine and gross motor skills,
and social interaction. During this time, the
parent/caregiver will meet with another mem-
ber of the team to discuss your child’s adaptive
and personal social skills.

Following the screening you will receive a let-
ter stating your child’s result. In order for your
child to attend Valley View preschool program
they must participate in the screening process.
Peer role models are determined on a year-to-
year basis.

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131.

POCD Survey

All Portland residents recently received a
large postcard in the mail with survey informa-
tion for the Portland Plan of Conservation and
Development Update and for the Future Down-
town Portland and Riverfront Masterplan.

Residents are asked to complete the surveys
by either using the QR codes found on the post-
card, or by visiting www.portlandct.org; links
for both surveys will come up in the rotating
slides at the top of the page.

For more information or assistance, contact
the Portland planning office at 860-342-6727.

Knights Scholarship Opportunity

The Knights of Columbus, Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will be awarding three $1,200 scholarships
this spring to any Portland high school senior
who is furthering their education at a college,
university, or technical school.

The application is available at the area high
schools guidance department or by requesting
an application at scholarship@rsitg.com. All

Portland residents graduating this year are eli-
gible.

Due to the support of the Portland communi-
ty, the Knights’ annual Car Show was successful
enough for the organization to be able to con-
tinue the funding of its annual scholarships for
a ninth year.

Clothing Drive Fundraiser for Project Grad

There will be Clothing Drive Fundraiser next
month to benefit Portland High School Class of
2026 Project Graduation.

In honor of Earth Day, organizers are collect-
ing all clothing items (all seasons), stuffed ani-
mals, towels, sheets, pillowcases, and bicycles,
as well as accessories like belts, hats, scarves,
handbags, and gloves. Please note that shoes
should be placed a separate bag, and pillows or
comforters cannot be accepted. Please put ev-
erything in a plastic bag; no boxes.

You can drop off your donations at the Port-

land High School bus loop all day on Monday,
April 27, and on Tuesday, April 28, until 3 p.m;
look for the drop-off sign. Organizers can also
pick up bags directly from peoples’ homes. To
schedule a specific date and time for a curbside
pickup, please email us at phs26projectgrad@
yahoo.com.

This fundraiser benefits Project Graduation:
all proceeds raised go towards providing PHS
seniors with a safe, drug free and alcohol-free
celebration on graduation night.

Interfaith National Day of Prayer Gathering

Neighbors from Portland and surrounding
communities are invited by the Interfaith Co-
alition of Portland to an interfaith gathering on
the National Day of Prayer. It will be held on
Thursday, May 7, at 6:30 p.m., at the Waverly
Senior Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

The evening will feature music and prayers
from Christian, Baha’i, Jewish, local Native
American, and other faith communities, reflect-
ing the richness of the broader community. At-
tendees will also hear stories of hope from the
Portland Food Bank and are encouraged to

bring a donation to support neighbors in need.

Donations that are needed include snacks,
drinks, jar or canned goods, general food items,
condiments, and home goods like paper towels,
toilet paper, and detergent for dishes and for
laundry. All food items must be non-perishable.

This local gathering is part of a U.S. Con-
gressional Joint Resolution observed across the
country. The National Day of Prayer is held each
year on the first Thursday in May.

Refreshments and conversation will follow
the prayers and songs. All are welcome.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closings: The library will
be closed on Saturday, May 23, and Monday,
May 25, for Memorial Day.

Passport to Connecticut Libraries Pro-
gram: To participate, start at the Portland Li-
brary to pick up your Passport and collect your
first stamp. Then take your Passport along as
you visit as many of the participating public
libraries in our state and collect a stamp from
each one throughout April. If you visit at least
five libraries, and then hand your passport back
in here at Portland Library (due back by 5 p.m.
on Monday, May 11) you have the chance to win
a prize from the CT Library Association.

Children’s Programs: Downtown Portland
Bird Buddies Scavenger Hunt: Take a chance
to win a bird nesting ball. Stop by the library
anytime between April 13-17 during open
hours to pick up your instructions and punch
card. Bird nesting balls are one per family while
supplies last. Nesting balls were donated by the
Community Foundation of Middlesex County.

Escape from the Oval Office Escape Room:
Tuesday, April 14. Time slots are between 11
am. and 5 p.m. The president of the United
States accidentally left a copy of his White
House speech on his desk in the Oval Office.
As a White House intern, it's your job to pick
it up and bring it to him. Except when you get
to the Oval Office, the door locks behind you.
Can you find the secret codes you need to un-
lock the office and get out in time to bring the
president his speech? Gather a team of friends
and families (all ages welcome!) and sign up for
a 40-minute time slot to participate.

Cardboard Creations: Thursday, April 16,
1-3 p.m.,, for grades K-5. The library will have
a variety of boxes and child-safe cardboard cut-
ters, scorers, and screws and screwdrivers avail-
able to help kids make cardboard box creations.
No registration required; just drop in.

Nutmeg Voting: This is the only book award
in the state where kids pick the winner. Stop
into the library or your school media center to
vote on the 2026 Nutmeg Nominees by April

Town Clerk’s
Office Closure

The Portland town clerk’s office will be
closed Monday, April 13, for an upgrade to
the land record system. The office will re-
open Tuesday, April 14.

All other town offices will be open as nor-
mal Monday, April 13.

30. Nominees have been divided into four cat-
egories: Elementary (Grades 2-3), Intermediate
(Grades 4-6), Middle School (Grades 7-8), and
High School (Grades 9-12). Visit the Portland
Library website for a complete list of nominees.
Winners will be announced May 15, and next
year’s nominees will be announced May 1.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit - Youth Art
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit
runs through April 18.

Revolutionary War Workshop: Saturday,
April 11, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This is a work-
shop to help you find your Revolutionary War
ancestor. Download and fill out the pedigree
chart attached to the calendar entry on the li-
brary website to prepare for the workshop. Reg-
istration required.

Butterflies and Raptors of the Portland
Fairgrounds: Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m. Mi-
chael Beck, wildlife photographer, and local
naturalist Beau Doherty will show photographs
and talk about birds of prey and butterflies
found at the old Portland Fairgrounds and adja-
cent field. The presentation will be 40 minutes,
with a Q and A after. Registration required.

Portland Library Seed Volunteer Work Ses-
sion: Thursday, April 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lead
volunteer (and library board member) Melissa
Kelley will run this volunteer work session.
Help is needed to sort and repackage the do-
nated seeds for our seed library and packaging
up the “One Seed, One Community” sunflower
seeds. Registration is not required, but it is help-
ful to have your contact info in the event that we
need to change the date for any reason.

Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers:
Crime Writers Reveal Their Secrets: Saturday,
April 25, 1-2:30 p.m. In celebration of National
Library Week (April 19-25) the Connecticut
chapter of Sisters in Crime will host a panel of
crime writers: Sharon Dukett, Christine Fal-
cone, Kathryn Orzech, and Ang Pomano. There
will be time at the end of the presentation for
the authors to meet audience members and sign
their books. Registration required.

Adult Craft: Calligraphy That Inspired a
Nation: Learn to Write Your Name Like John
Hancock: Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m. Callig-
rapher Debby Reelitz will present. Participants
will get the opportunity to write in script, use a
dip nib and ink and scribe a line from the Decla-
ration of Independence. Space is limited.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club:
Tuesday, April 21, 1 p.m. A Drink Before the War
by Dennis Lehane will be discussed. Talk About
Books: Tuesday, May 5, 1 p.m. The Lion Women
of Tehran by Marjan Kamali will be discussed.
1st Thursday Night Book Club: Thursday, May
7, 6:30 p.m. Once We Were Home by Jennifer
Rosner will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, April 29, 1 p.m. Hamnet
(2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is
125 minutes.
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The Portland Historical Society will not be
holding its own tag sale during the 30th an-
nual Town-Wide Tag Sale on Saturday, May 9.
Therefore, it will not be collecting items this
year.

However, volunteers are sought to help out
with Tag Sale Day, the historical society said.
If you have an hour or two on Thursday, May
7 and/or Saturday, May 9 help is needed deliv-
ering tag sale poles on Thursday after 3 p.m.
and collecting poles on Saturday after 2:30
p-m. Delivery/pickup works best if you work

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society

in pairs — a driver and someone to jump out
of the car to deliver the pole to the door along
with a bag of supplies. Approximately 140
poles will need to be delivered on Thursday
and collected on Saturday. People are usually
given a batch of 10 poles to deliver — a pickup
truck, SUV or a vehicle with back seats that
fold down works well.

For more information about volunteering,
call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandCThis-
tory@gmail.com.

Hospital Vocal Group’s ‘Tribute to America’

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords will
perform a “Tribute or America” concert to help
honor the nations 250th anniversary on Satur-
day, May 2, at 4 p.m., at Portland High School,
95 High St.

All are invited to an afternoon of music fea-
turing the 80-voice chorus (directed by Samuel
Tucker) and 10-piece orchestra (directed by
Alan Dougherty) performing a selection of
patriotic, pop, rock, Broadway, jazz and gospel
pieces. A “Tribute to the Armed Forces” medley
is a hymn of patriotism and homage to service
men and women, past and present. “Bohemian
Rhapsody,” “Bless the Broken Road,” “Andrew
Loyd Webber in Concert” and “Beatles in Re-

vue” are some of the other selections that will
be performed. A few surprises are also in store.

Special guest this season is Todd Allan Her-
endeen, a triple-platinum country and gos-
pel star who hails from Indiana and performs
around the United States especially in Panama
City, Fla., and Mempbhis, Tenn. Herendeen will
perform one of his signature songs, “My Name
is America”

Tickets are $25 (non-refundable). Visit vocal-
chords20.org for more information or call 860-
342-3120 or 860-347-2787. The Vocal Chords
can also be found on Facebook, Instagram and
YouTube.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted; for
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is April 20.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 4/13: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 4/14: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. — to donate light fleece for making teddy
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809;
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com;
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested
donation (must fill out form). Menu: turkey
club sandwich, broccoli soup, cookie, milk,
applesauce; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Set-
back, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., fee is dona-
tion to instructor.

Wednesday, 4/15: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Rug-
Hooking, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 4/16: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill
out form). Menu: baked ziti with meat sauce,
roasted veggies, butter and roll, milk, apple with
peanut butter; Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m,;
Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 4/17: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., $5
donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted,
all programs are free. Monday, April 13: AARP
Safe Driving Course, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. When you
take this course, you could be eligible for a 5%
discount on your auto insurance. This course
teaches proven driving techniques to help keep

Car Show Coming

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car
Show, organized by Portland’s Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will return Friday, June 26, in the rear
parking lot of St. Mary Church.

The show starts at 3 p.m., prizes will be
awarded at 7 p.m., and dinner will be available
along with a charity raffle.

Trinity E%nsco pal News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation,
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m.
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions
are held at this time as well; all are welcome.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

you and your loved ones safe on the road. Re-
freshments will be provided. Course cost is
$20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members
(payable to the instructor the day of, by cash or
check).

Monday, April 13: Bingo with Sean from
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15: Lunch at Sans Souci.
Leave the center at 11:30 a.m. Cost is a $5 ride
fee; pay for your own meal.

Thursday, April 16: Drumming Circle class,
2-3 p.m. No experience needed and instruments
will be provided. A $5 donation goes to the food
bank.

Monday, April 20: Shopping Trip to Old
Lyme: Big Y and Four Mile River Farm followed
by lunch at Hideaway. Leave the center at 10
a.m. There is a $5 ride fee.

Wednesday, April 22: Horizon Wings Raptor
and Rehabilitation Education Program, 1 p.m.
Experience the thrill of being up close to a mag-
nificent eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl.

Monday, April 27: Monthly technology
workshop, 11 a.m. The topic for this session will
be understanding and using Al in everyday life
for seniors.

Monday April 27: Hair by Jessica. Men’s/
women’s shampoos, cuts and styling are offered.
Call Jessica to make an appointment at 860-751-
9215

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

Brownstone Quorum
Annual Meeting

The 2026 Brownstone Quorum Annual Meet-
ing will be held Sunday, April 26, at 2 p.m., at
the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

After a short meeting to elect officers and an-
nounce awards, The Brownstone Quorum and
the Portland Historical Society will host a talk
by Beau Doherty. Doherty will share examples
of notable birds, trees, plants and pollinators
observed in the riparian habitat of Riverfront
Park following removal of invasive species by
the Brownstone Quorum.

All are invited. Light refreshments will be
served.

First Congregational
Church News

First Congregational Church, located at 554
Main St., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m. All
are invited. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke.

On Sunday, April 12, at 10 a.m., Cooke will
preach on the topic “Scarred” Also, at 10:00
a.m., elementary aged children will meet for
Church School in the newly renovated class-
room, and the middle school class will meet
in the youth room. Children from age infant
to pre-kindergarten will enjoy playtime and an
age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Planning Portland’s Future

All Portland residents recently received a
large postcard in the mail, which has informa-
tion about two plans for Portland’s future. One
is the updating of the Portland Plan of Conser-
vation and Development, and the other is a Plan
for Portland’s Downtown and Riverfront.

There are two committees working on these
plans, and they ask residents to complete the
surveys by either using the QR codes found on

the postcard, or by visiting www.portlandct.org
and find the links for the sites and surveys.

On Saturday, April 25, all are invited to attend
the Future Portland Downtown and Riverfront
Masterplan Interactive Workshop from 10 a.m.-
noon at the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7
Waverly Ave.

For further information or assistance, call the
Portland planning office at 860-342-6727.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first and
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane
at 860-342-0658.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-

Bereavement Support

Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Church Hall. The afternoon session meets the
fourth Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Rosary Room.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Find Your Revolutionary

War Ancestor
The Wadsworth Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) is holding a work-
shop to help you find your Revolutionary War an-
cestor on Saturday, April 11, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., at Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave.
Contact the library at www.portlandlibraryct.
org or 860-342-6770 to register.

puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Air Line Trail
Cleanup Day

On Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-noon,
the Portland Air Line Trail Steering Com-
mittee will host a “Trail Cleanup” Day. Vol-
unteers can join the Trail Committee mem-
bers at the Keegan Parking Lot, 82 Middle
Haddam Rd., for assignments.

Assignments will include cutting back in-
vasive plants, trimming around sign posts,
picking up trash and small branches. Bring
gloves, protective eyewear and tools such as
rakes, manual pruning shears or saws. Some
tools will be provided.

Concert to Benefit
Food Bank

Tony Rome will play a concert to benefit Port-
land Food Bank on Saturday, May 2, at 2 p.m.,,
at Concentric Brewing Company, 91 Main St.
Attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable
food item for the food bank.

If you can't make the show, Rome asks that
you still donate to the food bank.

SPRING SPORTS ARE HERE!
SCHEDULE YOUR SPRING
VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.

Log in today for your Free Brake & Battery Check
and overall vehicle readiness inspection!

$20.00 OFF
TIRES

Offer Ends 4/30/2026

New touchless

robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

[[POBILAND &7 i e

AUTOMOTI VE. INC
Portland Automotive.com

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640

RE4-10-26
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From the Town Manager’s Desk

I'm writing to share important information about the annual budget.

There are two key dates to mark on your calendar. On Monday, April 20,
there will be a public hearing at the Marlborough Elementary School caf-
eteria. That is a terrific opportunity to learn about the budget and ask
questions. On Tuesday, May 5, registered voters are invited to vote on the
town budget (including both Town and Marlborough Board of Educa-
tion) and the RHAM budget. The polling place will be the community
room at Marlborough Elementary School. h

I am pleased to share that Marlborough’s FY26-27 proposed budget &
is available on the ClearGov platform at https://town-marlborough-ct-
cleardoc.cleargov.com/22885/883821/d. You can also access it by navigat-
ing to https://www.marlboroughct.gov and clicking on ‘Budget’ on the
top right of the home page. Our intent with ClearGov is to present the
proposed budget in a transparent and accessible format with historical context back to 2023.

To constrain operating costs while continuing to provide high quality services, Marlborough
is continuing to expand our regional cooperation. We anticipate sharing an experienced and
capable finance director with the Town of Woodbridge. We applied for a state grant that, if
awarded to Marlborough, would cover half the cost of the new Finance Director for the first
three years.

We are also negotiating the terms to join a consortium based in East Haddam that provides
Animal Control Officer services. That consortium already operates in East Haddam, East
Hampton, and Columbia. Marlborough would strengthen an already high-performing team.
Participating allows us to benefit from those important services for less than it would cost us to
provide them independently.

These two initiatives build on Marlborough’s history of successful regional cooperation. We
have long participated in RHAM to provide middle school and high school education. The Cha-
tham Health District inspects our restaurants and provides a variety of important public health
services. AHM Youth and Family Services offers myriad programming and counseling services
to Marlborough residents at MES, RHAM, and their facility in Hebron. More recently, we joined
a consortium based in Bolton for building inspector services. All are examples of Marlborough
achieving economies of scale that, in turn, allow each organization to provide high quality ser-
vices at reduced costs otherwise unavailable to a small town.

Our capital budget includes lining the Johnson Road culvert to extend its life by an expected
40-plus years and replacing the Quinn Road culvert. Both are important investments in our
stormwater and road infrastructure. The town is also planning on replacing its oldest dump
truck - a $225,000 purchase - with revenue from the speed cameras on North Main Street.
More than 90% of the speed camera revenue comes from vehicles not registered in Marlbor-
ough. In addition to slowing traffic and improving safety on North Main Street, those cameras

Porter

are allowing us to make a significant capital investment without burdening our taxpayers.

David Porter
Marlborough Town Manager

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10.
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays,
April 18-June 12 (no session May 23), at the
West Road Memorial upper field. Mini, for age
2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is $90/resident, $95/non-
resident. Classic, for ages 3-5, is 3:45-4:30 p.m.
Fee is $113/resident, $118/non-resident.

Spring Into Yoga - Kids Yoga & Mindful-
ness Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-
May 12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior
Center. Parent/guardian must attend to observe
or participate with their child. Fee is $58/resi-
dent, $63/non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing - Know Your Machine: For
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resi-
dent, $57/non-resident.

Intergenerational Multicultural Club: For
grades 5 & 6. Fridays, April 24-May 29, 3:30-
4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Stu-
dents will fill culture boxes with objects such
as dolls, coins, and brochures from countries
of your origin. Then, decorate the boxes, talk
about your heritage, and celebrate with ethnic

snacks. No cost to participate.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set
up lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident,
$45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs
until June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs
until the end of April.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets:
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket
to the game, cookout at the stadium: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sweet & sour meatballs, sausage &
peppers, assorted salads, chips, water and soda,
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee is
$185 (400-level seating), or $255 (lower level
seating). Bus picks up/drops off at Putnam park
and ride in Glastonbury.

HIC 0641273

PDEI.A |

ENTERPRISE LLC
HOME IMPROVEMENT -~

(860) 995-8596

Showroom:
35 West High St
East Hampton, CT 06424
Email: andrew@pielallc.com
Website: www.pielallc.com

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

Our Services:

REMODELING

Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space

Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections

Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -
Tailored to your needs

——
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Watercolorist On Display at Town Hall

The Marlborough Arts Center presents a new
solo exhibit featuring the work of arts center
member and Connecticut artist Charles Mc-
Caughtry. The collection is currently on display
at the Marlborough Town Hall's MAC Hallway
Gallery.

McCaughtry’s watercolors focus on the re-
lationships between earth, water, air, and light.
An avid hiker and paddler, he draws inspiration
from the wild areas he explores.

The exhibit will run through the end of April
and is open to the public during Marlborough
Town Hall business hours: Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-
7 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. Town Hall is
located at 26 N. Main St.

For more information, contact the Marlbor-
ough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or the Marl-
borough Town Hall Tax Collector’s Department
at 860-295-6205.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked
to call before heading over or connect via email
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan,
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school
youth group. For more information, access the
church website.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community

Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough
Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping lists are
available at the Masses. Sandwich-making and
collection continues the last Thursday of the
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown.
Other scheduled service opportunities can be
found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday
school is open to all children in the community
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

April 12: The worship service will be led by
Seaver and will include a Hymn Sing. After wor-
ship all are invited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes
Lounge.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be April 26. Second-quar-
ter mission-giving will go to the AHM Mental

ALPOA Dinner Dance

Fundraiser

The Andover Lake Property Owners
Property Association (ALPOA) is having a
Dinner Dance Fundraiser Event, with a live
band, Friday, April 24, from 6-10 p.m., at
Andover Pizza Bar, to support the associa-
tion’s beach improvements at the lake this
year.

The event will feature food, a cash bar,
music by the band NED, a chance to win a
lake membership, and a 50/50 cash draw-
ing.

Tickets are $25 each, and can be pur-
chased at andoverlakect.com.

Cemetery Clean-Up

The annual cemetery spring clean-up is
scheduled for Saturday, May 2, at Marlboro
Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to participate
and are asked to meet at 9 a.m.

Residents are asked to remove seasonal pots
and any personal items prior to the clean-up. All
items found to be in violation of cemetery rules
and regulations or a hinderance to maintenance
will be removed. These items include shepherd
hooks, glass objects, items hanging from trees,
pots, or items beyond the front of the stone. If
you plan to reuse the item next season, please
remove and take home.

Health Fund.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by
certified instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fri-
days at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge.
The community is welcome. The weekly drop-in
fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is located on
the lower level with easy access from the park-
inglot. The shop is open for shopping and dona-
tions Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow the shop through
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop,
Marlborough CT for updates. The eBay shop is
open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming
faith community and all are welcome. Storm
closings are listed on the local TV stations. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through
the church website, or mailed to the church at
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more
information on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

American Legion

Golf Tournament
American Legion Post 197 will host a Golf
Tournament at Blackledge Country Club, 180
West St., Hebron, on Monday, May 18.
For more information, email donlbu@com-
cast.net.

MVFD Women’s
Aucxiliary Scholarships

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments Women’s Auxiliary is now accepting
scholarship applications from any graduating
senior who resides in Marlborough. The appli-
cations are available online through the RHAM
Guidance Department.

Applications are due by Friday, May 1. Mail
all completed applications to MVFD Women’s
Auxiliary, P.O. Box 237, Marlborough, CT
06447.

Can & Bottle

Drive Fundraiser

There will be a Can & Bottle Drive Saturday,
April 25, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Marlborough
Elementary School parking lor.

All proceeds go directly toward the sixth
grade carnival.

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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The annual spring tag sale at Marlborough
Congregational Church, 35 South Main St.,
will be held Saturday, May 2, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

The Community Fellowship Hall and sev-
eral classrooms will be filled with a huge selec-
tion of household and seasonal items, linens,
vintage, toys and games, collectibles, framed
artwork, electronics, small appliances, cloth-

Spring Tag Sale at Congregational Church

ing, furniture, and much more. Shoppers are
asked to make a generous donation, as every-
thing is price your own.

Donations to both the tag sale and Second
Blessings Thrift Shop can be brought to the
church during thrift shop hours, Fridays from
noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Benefit Assessment

Residents in the town’s sewer district are noti-
fied that the Benefit Assessment bills were due
to the Marlborough Water Pollution Control
Authority (MWPCA), April 1. The last day to
pay without interest is May 1.

Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% interest
per month reverting to the due date of April 1,
or 18% per year. Minimum interest is $5. If you
do not receive a bill, please contact the Tax Of-
fice at 860-295-6205.

Make checks payable to MWPCA. Payments
can be mailed to: Tax Collector, Town of Marl-
borough, P.O. Box 26, 29 North Main St., Marl-
borough, CT 06447, or placed in the Drop Box
to the left of the Town Hall front door for pay-
ments by check - no cash.

Tax collector hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday,
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings,
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Events: Blood Pressure Checks (free) and
Chatham Health Education Presentation:
Monday, April 13. BP checks, 11:30 a.m.-12:15
p.m., followed by a presentation on the Impor-
tance of Sleep from 12:15-12:45 p.m.

This or That: Dementia Talk: Friday, April
17, 1-2 p.m. With relatable stories, light humor,
and practical guidance, you will learn about
what is and isn’t dementia.

Scam Prevention: Monday, April 27, noon-1
p-m. A financial advisor from Edward Jones will
speak on how to prevent yourself from being
scammed and protect your money.

Birthday Club: April birthdays will be cel-
ebrated Tuesday, April 28, from 1-2 p.m., with
cake! Open to all friends and family. It does not
have to be your birthday month to celebrate.
However, if it is please RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session: 5/12, 5/19, 5/26,
6/2. Cost is $35/residents, $40 non-residents.
RSVP by 5/8.

FABBS Exercise: The next Flexibility, Agility,
Better Balance and Strength workout class will
be held 5/4, 5/11, 5/18 and 5/26, from 10:45-
11:45 a.m. Movement and exercises are drawn
from body building, yoga, ballet and more. Cost
is $40/residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by
4/27.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed,

American Legion

Setback Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will hold a Setback
Tournament Friday, April 17, at the post, 128
East Hampton Rd. Registration is at 6 p.m. and
games start at 6:30 p.m.

This is a Round Robin-style tournament, and
cost is $10 per person.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and
third place. There will also be raffles, including
a 50/50 raffle. (All proceeds go to the ladies aux-
iliary.)

For more information, call Sharon at 860-
805-6917.

PUCH
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

ages 55+. May session: 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28,
from 5-7 p.m. each week. Cost: $50/residents,
$60/non-residents. RSVP by 4/30.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy.
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail,
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to
qualified residents in need.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief
Program: Property tax credits are available to
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center. Deadline to ap-
ply: May 15.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.
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2026 Minneapolis, Minn.

Ray’s Rebels bowler Grace Jordan will head to the 2026 Junior Gold Champ1onsh1ps
in Minneapolis. Pictured is the Jordan family - Dan, Grace, Melissa, and Delaney.

Local Bowler Minnesota-Bound

Ray’s Rebels bowler Grace Jordan, daughter
of Dan and Melissa Jordan from Marlborough,
has qualified for and is on her way to the 2026
Junior Gold Championships in Minneapolis.

Grace participated in the CT River Travel
Tournament on March 15, to compete along-
side more than 50 other participants. Only the

top bowlers moved on to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships, which will be held in Minne-
apolis in July.

Grace will be representing the Ray’s Reb-
els, who bowl out of Kickback ‘N Bowl in East
Hampton.

Marlborough Arts Center members are wel-
come to participate in the 2026 Marlborough
Arts Center Members’ Spring Art Show, which
runs April 25-May 31.

Members are welcome to showcase up to
three pieces for display and sale. A variety of
media will be accepted, including paintings,
drawings, photography, collage, sculpture, fi-
ber art, woodworking and jewelry.

Eligibility: Artists must be a 2026 MAC
Member to enter. You can join or renew on-
line, marlborougharts.org and select Member-
ship.

Entry Details: For information on submit-

Artists Sought for Spring Show

ting your work, entry forms and labels go to:
marlborougharts.org. Click on “Calling All
Artists..”.

Participating members will drop off art-
work Sunday, April 12, from 2-4 p.m., and
Monday, April 13, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The
show will be open Saturdays and Sundays,
1-4 p.m., from April 25-May 31. Reception is
Sunday, May 3, from 1-4 p.m.

For more information, contact info@marl-
borougharts.org or call 860-467-6353 and
leave a message. The Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter is a nonprofit regional center for the arts
located at 231 North Main St.

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
&
Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call

860-633-4691 Caleb

Braces Made Me Smile! )

Personalized Care for Children, Teenagers, and Adults

- Invisalign
- Clear Braces
- Digital X-rays

JASON T. RANEY, D.M.D., LLC

« Free Consultation
« Flexible Financing
« Cutting Edge Technology

Board-Certified Orthodontist

or
email your
classified line

LA N S

RE4-10-26

ad to admin@
1 9lcitizen.com \

10 Wall Street
Hebron, CT 06248 www.raneyorthodontics.com

(860) 228-9800

Avalon

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Tauck

Uniworld

Viking

American Gruise Lines

AMA Waterways

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

| HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3 |

aaaaaaaaa

RE2-28-25

Hebran trave
61-B Main Street, Hebron, GT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

Call us to book your next River Gruise!

SINGE
1994

RE4-3-26

Div. of RLS Global
Consulting Inc., Serving the
Community for 40 years.

SRLS

&= TAX & BUSINESS
E sERV]CES BBB RATING

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts
Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 » 860-543-0523©)

Member CT 585

_=Marlborough
Lawn & Tree

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
Discounts

f Stump Grinding
Dumpsters
Available

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Truck Service
Available

LIKE US ON

860-220-3786
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Officials Present Plan with Sharp Tax Increase

By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Finance held a pub-
lic hearing on April 1 regarding the town’s pro-
posed budgets. Board of Finance Chair Robert
England, a Democrat, set the tone early when he
said, “Everybody should understand this is our
best draft at the current moment. ... We reserve
the right, obviously, to tweak.”

What followed afterward was a detailed dis-
cussion about rising costs, competing priorities
and how much taxpayers can reasonably afford
this fiscal year.

Rising Taxes

One of the most striking points was made right
at the start. The proposed budget would cause a
tax increase of about 6.8%, one of the largest in
recent years for Andover. England explained it
as, “last year’s amount to raise by taxation was
almost exactly $10 million. ... every $100,000 is
a percentage point” That means even small cuts
could noticeably reduce the tax hike.

The total revenue for the town was projected
at around $12.9 million, which is an increase of
about 1.12% from the previous year. However,
spending is rising faster than revenue, which in
turn is creating pressures on taxes. Property tax
revenue itself would increase by about $99,117,
reaching roughly $10.44 million.

The budget itself was divided into a few major
areas. Andover Elementary School’s portion of
the budget was 37%, RHAM was 31%, munici-
pal government at 25% which left capital proj-
ects at 7%. The percentages show that educa-
tion makes up the largest share of the proposed
spending. This eventually became a major focus
of debate during the hearing.

School Budget Drives Increase

The most discussed issue of the night, to no
one’s surprise, was the Andover Elementary
School budget. They have requested for nearly
$500,000 more in funds, an increase of 10.95%.
England described the ask as a “big deal,” as
the increase would bring the school budget to
$5,063,651.

Several key factors are driving this rise, ac-
cording to England and Superintendent of
Schools Valerie Bruneau. As are many towns,
Andover is facing a 21% increase in health in-
surance costs. A loss of a $45,000 grant will now
double the cost of a school psychologist to about
$90,000. Contracted salary increases are around
3% and the school plans to hire a new sixth-
grade teacher.

The need for a psychologist became one of
the most talked about topics. Bruneau strongly

Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9

a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Caregiver Support Group to Meet

The support group for caregivers will meet
on Thursday, April 30, at 7 p.m., in the Andover
Public Library on Route 6.

This gathering will feature eldercare attorney
and probate judge George Baker, who will dis-
cuss health care directives, power of attorney,
organizing important documents, and prepar-
ing for probate before death. The meeting will
conclude with its usual “Show and Tell” seg-
ment, where participants share handy tips,
tools, or gadgets that assist in caregiving.

The meeting provides a safe and welcoming
space for individuals who are navigating the
challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring for
loved ones. This support group is designed to

Andover Art Club

Children of all ages are invited to join local
artist Caitlyn Grabenstein for an hour of cre-
ativity at Andover Public Library on Thursdays
from 11 a.m.-noon.

Kids can color, draw and make art. Bring your
favorite materials or use the library’s. Call the
library for more information at 860-742-7428.

ASCT Looking

for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) com-
mittee is looking for a person to join their meet-
ings who is interested in continuing to make
Andover a Sustainable town. Currently, the
committee is working on attaining Silver Cer-
tification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

Clothing & Linen Sale

Andover Congregational Church, locat-
ed at 359 Route 6, will hold a Clothing &
Linen Sale Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., with a Bag Sale from 1-2 p.m.

Community Fund
Reaching Out

Members of the Andover Community Fund
are working to better understand the needs
of the community and the organizations that
serve it. As such, the members are reaching out
to learn more about the challenges nonprofits
are facing today and to identify any unmet or
emerging needs.

All organizations are encouraged to share
their needs, and to keep the Andover Commu-
nity Fund in mind when seeking grant support
now or in the future. For more information,
email andover@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

offer a space to share experiences, learn about
resources, and connect with others who under-
stand firsthand the challenges of caregiving.

Participants will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss practical tips, tools, and strategies for daily
caregiving, as well as gain insight into available
resources. Whether you have recently stepped
into the role of caregiver or have been provid-
ing care for years, this group aims to foster a
sense of community, reassurance, and encour-
agement.

For more information, call co-host Dianne
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at
860-916-6122.

Items Needed

for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 8, to raise funds for equipment and
other program needs.

If you would like to donate a gift certificate
or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at 860-
989-6988.

Sheena the Therapy Do

All are invited to come read to or visit Shee-
na the Therapy Dog Saturday, April 18, from
11 a.m.-noon, at Andover Public Library, 355
Route 6.

Sheena, Queen of the Jungle, Therapy Dog
Excellent (for making over 200 visits) will be at
the library with her handler, Andover Friends of
the Library member Dr. Jenifer Nadeau. Come
read a spring or dog-themed book or any book
to Sheena or just visit her!

Bingo & Basket
Raftle Niéht

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle Night on
Friday, April 17, starting with dinner at 5:30
p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696
with questions.

Reflective
Address Markers

During an emergency, every second counts,
and the Andover Volunteer Fire Department
says having a highly visible house number helps
firefighters get to you that much faster.

All are invited to stop by AVFD at 11 School
Rd. on Sunday, May 3, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The
department will offer address markers free to
Andover residents. There is a $10 charge for
non-residents.

defended the position, and said, “a psychologist
is a must for us. ... There is testing that needs
to be done. ... It is not a position that can be
reduced” She explained that special education
requirements and students’ needs make the role
essential.

Class size was another concern. “Do you keep
28 kids in a class ... or do you take two sections
and have 14 and 14?” she questioned. “Twenty-
eight students is not ideal”

RHAM Budget and the Surprise Refund

The RHAM school budget added another
layer to already rising costs. It is increasing by
about 3.3%, bringing the total to $34 million.
Andover’s share would normally rise to about
$4.26 million.

However, a recent and surprising discovery
changed the conversation. As many residents
are already aware, RHAM found it had excess
funds and will return money to towns after a
miscalculation was noticed. Andover’s share of
the surplus is $255,234, which could reduce its
levy to about $4 million, a decrease of 3.1% in-
stead of an increase.

England cautioned that this is a one-time
event. There were also questions about whether
interest should be included.

“I view the $255,000 as a floor; he said.
“There’s a case to be made ... what [interest] did
it earn?”

Town Spending, Capital Projects

On the town side of things, the proposed
operating and capital budget totaled $4.36 mil-
lion, an increase of 3.92%. Over six years, town
spending would rise by about 21% if the budget
passed, according to England’s presentation.

Some increases are tied to staffing, similar
to the Board of Education budget. The town
plans to hire an administrative assistant to sup-
port the newly hired town administrator. They
also hope to add help at the community center.
England explained this was needed because

previous leadership had lacked support. “There
wasn't enough there to help [the former admin-
istrator]. ... an assistant was necessary, he said.

Capital spending, however, is actually de-
creasing slightly - down to about $30,000, a
2.92% decrease. Yet, large future costs still loom.
Bridge and culvert projects could cost “a million
dollars at a shot,” said England.

Roads, Infrastructure and Hidden Costs

Residents raised concerns about infrastruc-
ture, especially roads. Resident Jed Larson not-
ed that repairs can cost $1.5 million per mile,
and that roads and bridges were the “number
one concern” in town surveys.

England responded that the budget doesn’t
show the full picture as of now because it leaves
out state grants. “When you see 355, that’s not
what were going to spend. ... were going to
spend significantly more than that” This lack of
visibility in turn frustrated some residents, who
asked for clearer reporting of outside funding.

Public Reactions Shows Support and
Concern

Public comment revealed a divided but
also thoughtful community. Several residents
strongly supported the school budget. Brianna
Lanzieri, a Board of Education member who
said she was speaking as an individual, said,
“we’re investing in the future. ... Good schools
bring in higher property values”

Cait McIntosh Greenhouse, also a Board of
Education member who said she was speaking
as an individual, added that the school budget
was already “bare-bones” and that “everything
has been cut to the point that it can be”

Other residents worried about the tax in-
crease. Joanne Hebert, a former Board of Fi-
nance member, warned, “I'm not in favor of a
6.8 taxation increase. ... It’s really hard ... when
you see those numbers increasingly going up”

Hebert urged officials to find cuts, especially
in capital spending.

The Andover Friends of the Library group
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover
high school senior. Applications are due May
1, and are available at the guidance office at
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public
Library, 355 Route 6, and on the town website
at tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped
off at the library or emailed to the Friends at

Library Friends Offer Scholarship

andoverfol@gmail.com. The applicant must
be currently enrolled as a senior in any high
school, use the scholarship to further their
education, and hold a valid Andover library
card.

For more information call the library at
860-742-7428 or email the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Cen-
ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9
a.m.-noon. Coffee is always on. All are welcome.
For all questions or concerns, call the director,
Tess Grous, at 860-742-7305 ext 4510 or at 860-
798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library.
To receive the newsletter by email each month
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: The
center is looking for Cards & Games helpers,
kitchen servers, people to make phone calls, fit-
ness instructors, art teachers, cooking/baking
instructors and other volunteers with special
talents willing to share with the community.
Evening hours are available. Please call or stop
by the center if interested. High school students
who need volunteer hours are welcome.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs:
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events,
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Chair
Massage, Knitting, trips to the library and the
food pantry/Foodshare truck, Open Sew &
Stitch, Chair Yoga, and more, see the monthly
newsletter. Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping Trips:
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Manchester 4/14 and
4/28, and Willimantic 4/21. Transportation is
available.

Your Money Matters: Thursday, 4/23, 5 p.m.
The center is partnering with UConn - One
Stop Student Services for this free interactive
presentation designed to help middle and high
school students make smart financial decisions.
Call 860-742-7305 ext. 4510 to sign up.

Beginner’s Quilting with Tara: Mondays,

4/13, 4/27, 5/11, 5/18, 6/8, 5:45-8 p.m. Cost is
$8. In this beginner-friendly quilting class you
will learn how to create your own quilt from
start to finish. Participants should bring a work-
ing sewing machine and basic sewing notions.
This class meets every other week for five weeks.
Contact the center to register.

Kids Art Class with Kim: Wednesday, 4/15,
3 p.m. Fee is $18. This class is perfect for all skill
levels. Space is limited. Supplies are provided.
To register, call the center.

Senior Art Class with Kim: This class is ex-
panding. Will meet Thursdays, 4/16, 4/23, from
10-11 a.m. Cost is $8. All skill levels welcome.
Space is limited. Supplies are provided. To regis-
ter, call the center.

Family Bingo: Friday, 4/10, 5-7 p.m. Cost is
$10 per person and includes two slices of pizza,
a pad of bingo sheets, and dessert. Additional
bingo pads available for $2. Registration is re-
quired & limited to the first 60 participants. Call
the center to register by Wednesday, 4/8.

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, 4/23, 2 p.m. The
People Across Lifetimes (P.A.L.) Program brings
senior residents and Andover Elementary kin-
dergarten students together to share lunch,
laughter, and activities like being Pen Pals. Call
the center to join or for more information.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Thursday, 4/23,
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP mem-
bers, $25 for nonmembers. Location is Bolton
Senior Center. To register, call the center or 860-
647-9196. Completion may save you money on
insurance premiums.

Stained Glass: Friday, 4/24, 6 p.m. No prior
experience is needed. This class fills up quickly.
For students 16 and up. All materials included.
To register, call the center.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, 4/24, 3 p.m.
This is an intergenerational partnership with
Andover Elementary School. Students and se-
niors will work on stories and interviews. Call
the center to join or for more information.

Mohegan Sun Casino Trip: Friday, 4/24, 10
a.m. The bus will return at 3 p.m. Space is lim-
ited. To reserve a seat, call 860-498-2326.
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State House Hopeful Says It’s Time for Government to Step Up

By Anne Lilburn

When state House of Representatives Demo-
cratic candidate Meghan Rosenfeld moved to
Connecticut three years ago from Pennsylvania,
she says she chose East Hampton for its small-
town charm. She said that when she visited, it
reminded her of her own childhood.

“Children were out riding their bikes,” she
said, “[in] little friend groups, and the historic
houses.”

She and her husband, a woodworker and
artist, moved here in 2023, and bought one of
those historic homes.

“He has been meticulously going from room
to room,” she says, “rehabbing and restoring. It’s
a long project, nowhere near done”

Rosenfeld, too, says she has a passion for
making her home a better place — but for her,
that means getting into politics. Rosenfeld is
running as a Democrat for the Connecticut
House of Representatives in the 34th District
seat being vacated by incumbent Republican
Irene Haines, who is not seeking reelection.
That district covers East Hampton, East Had-
dam and part of Salem.

Currently, Rosenfeld, an educator who also
has experience as a paralegal, is the regional di-
rector of schools for a national Montessori or-
ganization, but she also makes time to volunteer
on the East Hampton Commission on Aging
and the Democratic Town Committee.

“I like to be putting my energy towards things
where I can be part of a solution, and the more
that I get to know the people in my community,
the more I notice where they’re struggling,” she
said. She said she was running for office “be-
cause I like to solve problems and I like to be
able to connect people to to solutions”

It’s not her first foray into the political arena,
having run for state representative previously in
Pennsylvania. She said that, while she did not
win, the experience of campaigning and orga-
nizing voters left her eager for more.

Rosenfeld said that she believed that her ex-
perience as an educator would prove beneficial,
as education funding is a state issue with big

Family Bingo at
VEFW Post 5095

The VFW Auxiliary invites the commu-
nity to a Family Bingo and Patriotic Cel-
ebration Sunday, April 19, from 11 a.m.-2
p.m., at VEW Post 5095, 20 North Maple St.

This special all-ages event will feature:
Family Bingo with patriotic-themed priz-
es for all ages; additional games for those
looking to take a break from bingo; and the
Post Café offering lunch and snack items
for purchase.

For more information, call 860-267-
8837.

Belltown Garden
Club Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is again offering
a scholarship, available to high school seniors
who reside in East Hampton.

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the
State of Connecticut, and must use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited school. The
school may be a 4- or 5-year college or univer-
sity, a community college, a trade school or a
commercial school.

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior, with preferences given
to a student who intends to major in sciences or
education related to the earth. Related fields of
study will be considered. Financial need could
be part of the decision.

Applications are due by May 1, and are avail-
able through the guidance department at EHHS.

—

ramifications at the local level.

“If we can solve the education funding issue
at the state level, it will free up town resources
considerably;” she said, “not just for adequately
funding education, but for all of the other things
that get slashed because the need is there to be
able to educate children in our district”

“At the state level,” she added, “we have an ed-
ucation funding formula that was established in
2013 [and] it hasn't been even fully funded with
their formula until this past fiscal year. Even
with it being fully funded, it’s still well below
what we need in order to educate children, and
they haven't adjusted it to account for inflation”

Rosenfeld cited concerns she had about both
unfunded mandates and inadequate solutions
to education challenges, saying the burdens fell
on town budgets and also on local educators.

“You know, these [educators] are people that
are my colleagues,” she said, “and theyre do-
ing work after hours, constantly, just trying to
manage their caseload, just trying to make sure
they’re meeting all of the needs of all of their
students, and it’s not sustainable, and seeing the
teacher burnout thats happening because of it
— these are people that care deeply, but they’re
being exploited”

She noted that her own children attended
East Hampton public schools, and she believed
they were getting a good education, but that she
also believed that teachers and administrators
were not being supported at the state level, leav-
ing the burdens to fall to local school districts.

“At a state level, we could be offering money
to provide for more teacher education oppor-
tunities,” she added. “We could be applying the
science of reading to all students, not just those
with an identified learning disability — and this
is what we should be doing, but it requires in-
vestment.”

“You can't solve a problem through unfund-
ed mandates,” she added. “You can't solve a
problem by browbeating superintendents into
submission. That’s not the way forward. It is
responsible and targeted investment that’s actu-
ally going to build the structure needed for stu-

American Legion to Meet
The next meeting of the Treadway Cavanaugh
American Legion Post 64 will be held Tuesday,
April 14, at 7 p.m., at the VFW, 20 North Maple
St.
All members are encouraged to attend. Any
veterans interested in joining are also welcome.

New Education Founda-
tion Offering Scholarship

The newly established Kathi Fearon Educa-
tion Foundation is offering a scholarship of
$1000 to encourage East Hampton High School
seniors to pursue careers in the teaching profes-
sion.

This scholarship exists to honor the memory
and legacy of Kathi Fearon, a former third grade
teacher at Memorial School.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at East Hampton High School. Deadline for
applications is May 1.

Red Cross Blood Drive

East Hampton Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 59 Main St., will conduct a blood drive
on Saturday, April 11, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., in the
Fellowship Hall.

Organizers say that, due to the bad winter,
as well as the flu and COVID-19, blood drives
across the state are missing targets for blood
collection.

To make an appointment, call 1-800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter East
Hampton. All that donate will receive an exclu-
sive American Red Cross Life is Good T-shirt,
while supplies last.

dents to succeed”

Rosenfeld said she didn’t always line up per-
fectly with the Democratic Party positions, and
wouldn't commit to always holding the party
line if elected.

“I am not going to commit to always voting
party line;” she said, but “I'm going to commit
to being part of every single conversation about
proposed legislation that I can possibly be a part
of first”

One example of an issue where she might not
have voted the party line is the recent proposed
state homeschooling bill, of which she said she
wished she could have been part of the discus-
sion.

“There are many people that choose to pull
their children out of public schools for a variety
of reasons,” she said. “If a parent has the ability
to homeschool their child and do it in a way that
works for them and for their child, we should
be supporting that. We should be supporting
homeschool families in their educational jour-
ney. I am pro-education in all of its iterations.”

Aside from education, Rosenfeld said there is
one main issue she hears about on the campaign
traill: affordability.

Rosenfeld said she believed there were ways
to address affordability concerns at the state
level, including by addressing unfunded edu-
cation mandates. She also said that she hoped
she would be able to advocate for towns when it
came to funding opportunities.

“Our towns can seek grant funding,” she said,
“and as a state representative, being a liaison
with the towns to be able to help facilitate that
is critical. There are solutions to help with the
affordability issues for our senior residents, but
right now, we haven’t been taking advantage of
those at the town level, and I think that an in-
volved state representative who knows how to
navigate those grants and understands which
agencies they need to help put in touch with the
town in order to help get that ball rolling would
be really beneficial”

Rosenfeld said she believed that this was a
critical time for state elected officials, particu-
larly given recent changes at the federal level.

“I think we need to be very mindful that we
can’t necessarily rely on the federal government
caring about social programs, and especially so-

Meghan Rosenfeld

cial programs that we are paying into,” she said,
noting last year’s threats to SNAP benefits and
Medicaid and pointing out that Connecticut
was a so-called “donor state,” meaning the state
gives more to the federal government than it
receives back. “This is our money that they are
choosing to stop allocating back to our commu-
nities, and instead, the money is being spent on
war.

“The Connecticut state legislature has to ab-
solutely figure out how we are going to become
our own self-sustaining ecosystem in ways that
protect our social programs that people rely on,”
she said. “We cannot rely on what’s happening at
the federal level. We've seen it being taken away
and every day we wake up to a new impossible
story becoming a possibility in our lives”

She said she believed it would take bipartisan
cooperation to solve that problem.

“It’s going to take all voices across the aisle in
order to have that conversation. There needs to
be a moment where everyone understands that
we are reaching a point where we cannot treat
government as business as usual anymore,” she
said.

Pedestrian Killed in

By Anne Lilburn

A 75-year-old Colchester man died after
being hit by a car in an East Hampton park-
ing lot on April 3, according to East Hampton
police.

Police said James Bansemer of Colchester
was struck by a vehicle shortly before 3 p.m.
on Friday, April 3, in the NAPA Auto Parts
parking lot located at 72 East High St., and
both fire and police departments responded
to the incident.

According to police, after the man became
unresponsive with no pulse; CPR was per-
formed and Life Star helicopter service was

Parking Lot Collision

requested. Bansemer was transported via Life
Star to Marlborough Medical Center, but did
not survive his injuries.

Police said that the driver remained at the
scene, and Police Chief Dennis Woessner said
Tuesday the accident was still under investi-
gation. Woessner said police were currently
completing their investigation and report to
determine the exact nature of what happened.

Woessner asked anyone who may have wit-
nessed the event to contact the East Hampton
Police Department at 860-267-9544.

Special Concert to Celebrate America

On Sunday, May 17, at 4 p.m., a special
concert on the historic Appleton organ will
be played at Second Congregational Church
of Middle Haddam, in honor of the country’s
250th anniversary.

Performed by Ronald Ebrecht, artist in resi-
dence and university organist emeritus at Wes-
leyan University, the concert features a program
spanning the lifetime of the Appleton and the
breadth of American secular organ music in-

cluding rags, jazz, blues and folk song.

Second Congregational Church of Middle
Haddam is located at 52 Middle Haddam Rd.
in the historic village of Middle Haddam, and
is handicapped accessible. Free parking will
be available along High Point Road across the
street from and donations will be accepted dur-
ing the concert.

Call 860-993-5311 for more information.
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Liana Salamone, of East Hampton, has committed to play college basketball at

Central Connecticut State University.

By Josh Howard

After rewriting the record books at East
Hampton High School, Liana Salamone has
committed to play basketball at Central Con-
necticut State University (CCSU) in New Brit-
ain.

“I've always loved the idea of staying local
and representing the state of Connecticut,” Sal-
amone said of her decision. “CCSU is a Division
I program that requires a high level of commit-
ment and sacrifice, and I want to push myself
to achieve my goals as a student athlete at the
highest level”

Division I hoops was a lifetime goal of Sal-
amone, who has logged countless minutes in
the gym with her town, high school, and travel
teams since she first started playing through
Portland Parks and Recreation at the age of
three.

Once at EHHS, she quickly made a name
for herself when she was the only freshman
girls player to be selected all-state, making the
Connecticut High School Coaches Association
(CHSCA) Class M All-State team in 2022.

The following season, Salamone eclipsed
1,000 career points as a sophomore, leading the
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CHEWING GUM TO PREVENT CAVITIES

When it comes to dental health, saliva is your best friend (after brushing and
flossing, of course). Saliva provides a host of benefits to your mouth and teeth:
it neutralizes decay-causing acids, washes away food and debris, fights disease,
and increases calcium and phosphate, both of which help build tooth enamel.
Chewing sugarless gum for twenty minutes after meals is a clinically proven way
to increase the flow of saliva, improve mouth health, and decrease the risk of
tooth decay. Gums labeled with the ADA seal are always sugar free, so look for
their symbol when you shop. While chewing gum that contains sugar will also
increase the flow of saliva, the bacteria produced by the sugar creates decay-

Many people are not aware of the important role saliva plays in oral health. Or
that a simple pack of gum can work wonders towards achieving optimum oral
hygiene. We pride ourselves in knowing the ways we can help keep your teeth
and gums, and therefore your entire body, healthy and strong. Enjoy the feeling
of a fresh, clean, healthy mouth - call us for an appointment. We'll help you keep

PS. Sugarless gum is sweetened by substances such as stevia, xylitol, sorbitol,

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge ¢ 142 East High Street « East Hampton, CT 06424 /’“>MW
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The early stages
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disorders are easier
to spot when you
know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of life.
For more information visit
IdentifyTheSigns.org.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.

“BOARD CERTIFIED” Podiatrist — Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

* Sports Medicine ® Geriatric Foot Care ® Diabetic Foot Care ® Arthritic Feet
e Skin Conditions ® Flat Feet ® Heel Pain
* Bunions * Hammertoes * Infections ® Fungus Nails ¢ Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

Fractures/Dislocations ¢ Sprains/Strains
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Blue Devils Ink Record-Breaking Bellringer

Salamone was a three-time all-state player at East Hampton High School, elping

i)y *

the Bellringers win the state title in 2023, before finishing out her high school career
at The Ethel Walker School in Simsbury, where she led the team in scoring in each of

the last two years.

way as the Bellringers won a state champion-
ship, defeating Valley Regional in the 2023 Class
M state title game.

She continued to excel in 2024 when she led
the way as East Hampton finished undefeated
in the regular season (20-0). During her junior
year, Salamone became the program’s all-time
leading scorer, surpassing 1,500 career points,
while averaging 22 points per game as she was
named the Shoreline Conference (SLC) Player
of the Year.

After breaking the program’s scoring mark,
Salamone described the feeling as “surreal”, ex-
plaining that she feels “extremely grateful”

“I couldn’t do it without my amazing coaches
who have guided me through each and every
season, my teammates who have been there
along the way, and my dad who has come to ev-
ery game,” she added.

In her three seasons playing for the Bellring-
ers, East Hampton won nearly 94% of their
games, winning the SLC championship in all
three years and the program’s first state title
since 1980.

Following a trio of all-state and all-confer-
ence honors locally, Salamone reclassified and
transferred to The Ethel Walker School, a col-
lege preparatory school located in Simsbury.

She continued to light up the scoreboards
while playing for the Wildcats at Ethel Walker,
leading the team in scoring the past two years.

Ethel Walker basketball coach John Monagan
said that Salamone was the complete package
on the court, excelling as a productive floor gen-
eral and influential team captain.

“Liana is unlike any player that I've coached
in my nearly 20 years at Ethel Walker,” stated
Monagan. “She is talented, for sure, but she has
a remarkable feel for the game and the ability to
do what is needed to help her team to win.”

Along with leading the Wildcats in scoring
(21.2 per game) this past winter, she also post-
ed team-highs in rebounds (8.8 per game) and
steals (2.1 per game), and tied for the team lead
in assists as the team won a total of 18 games in
the ultra-competitive preparatory league.

“We had several tight games this year where
Liana put our team on her shoulders and willed
us to victory; added Monagan. “She is also un-
selfish in her competitiveness. While she has the
ability to score, she also trusted her teammates
and made the right pass in big moments, often
finding open shooters.”

Salamone said the experience of playing for
the Bellringers and the Wildcats strengthened
her love for the sport that she will now play for
the next four years.

“The support I've received from my commu-
nity at both East Hampton and Ethel Walker
means a lot to me, especially when fans of East
Hampton basketball made the trip to watch me
play at Ethel” stated Salamone. “Thats when
I knew how important it was to stay close to
home, so my family, friends, and everyone who
has supported me since I started playing basket-
ball could continue to be part of my journey.”

Salamone will next join a Blue Devils pro-
gram at Central that plays in the Northeast
Conference.

Monagan believes that CCSU is getting a tal-
ented player with all the intangibles needed to
succeed at any level.

“When you talk about athletes who are simply
“winners,” Liana fits this mold” he expressed.
“Liana didn’t have to do anything special to be
a leader for us - she has those characteristics
naturally. Her teammates gravitated towards
these special traits and it helped us to be a bet-
ter team.”

What started on the hardwoods in Portland
and blossomed in East Hampton and beyond,
Salamone expressed that she feels ready to at-
tack the next challenge of playing at the highest
level of college athletics.

She said that basketball has taught her the
“value of work ethic and resilience”

“Nothing is handed to you. You earn respect
and results through hard work and consistency;’
added Salamone. “I carry that with me off the
court by staying disciplined in school, commit-
ting fully to everything I do, pushing through
challenges, and staying true to myself”

Salamone will join a Blue Devils roster brim-
ming with talent from across the United States
and internationally — with players from Greece,
Turkey, Sweden and Spain currently on the
team.

Her goal is to take full advantage of the
school’s strong academic standards as she con-
tinues her hoop dreams.

“It feels like starting from scratch, and I know
I have to work hard to earn my spot, my playing
time, and the trust and respect of my teammates
and coaches,” she stated. “The opportunities
ahead are both exciting and overwhelming, and
I can’t wait to take them on”

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp

The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts
(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6-12. The four-week program will
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be
held at East Hampton High School.

Right now, there is an early-bird special for
registration. Tuition is $725 for the full four-
week program for registrations received by May
1. Scholarships are available for families with
demonstrated financial need.

Designed to provide a comprehensive and
immersive theatrical experience, YPCCA’s
camp combines professional-level training
with the excitement of a fully staged produc-
tion. Mornings are devoted to skill-building
workshops in Acting, Show Choir, Dance, Stage
Make-Up, Voice, and Stage Combat. Afternoons
are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s main-
stage production.

This summer, YPCCA will present Disney’s
hit musical Frozen. The story follows Anna as
she embarks on a perilous journey alongside a

rugged mountaineer, his loyal reindeer, and a
magical snowman to find her estranged sister,
Queen Elsa, whose uncontrolled icy powers
have trapped their kingdom in an eternal win-
ter. Performances will take place July 23-25 at
East Hampton High School. Auditions for the
show will be held prior to the start of camp.

All enrolled students perform onstage. In
addition to participating in the mainstage pro-
duction, campers take part in “The Event) a
cabaret-style evening showcasing material de-
veloped during morning workshops. This spe-
cial performance is presented free of charge to
the community during the third week of camp.

While students interested in leading roles may
audition in advance, auditions are not required
to participate. Those who choose not to audi-
tion will be featured in the ensemble. YPCCA
also offers valuable behind-the-scenes training,
with many campers gaining hands-on experi-
ence as members of the stage and set crew.

For more information or to register, visit
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.
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Council Discusses WPCA Reor

By Anne Lilburn

At a special meeting on April 7, the East
Hampton Town Council passed an ordinance
that named itself as the town’s Water Pollution
Control Authority (WPCA), considered how
to proceed with a Right to Farm ordinance and
Agricultural Commission, and further consid-
ered tax relief options for senior citizens and
veterans.

The council also voted to approve a letter au-
thorizing the sale of water to Connecticut Water
from the Hampton Woods and Edgewater com-
plexes, reviewed the proposal to allocate fund-
ing to pave the middle school parking lot, and
voted to accept the Board of Finance’s proposed
town budget and set a date for a public hearing
on it.

On the topic of the WPCA, several commu-
nity members spoke, including recently-fired
Public Utilities administrator, and East Hamp-
ton resident, Anthony DeSimone and former
WPCA member Mark Barmasse. DeSimone
said he did not believe that the standards for re-
moval of WPCA commissioners had been met,
and expressed concern at the Town Council’s
path forward.

“Infrastructure is not optional,” he said, “and
it is not abstract. It is the backbone of public
health, environmental protection and long-term
stability. Towns that fail to manage infrastructure
competently do not remain static; they decline”

“Utility management is highly technical,” he
warned, “and mistakes in this space are not eas-
ily corrected”

Barmasse said that if residents were to watch
full WPCA meetings going back over the years,
they would see that “the WPCA was skeptical if
not critical of both the potential sewer expan-
sion considered last August as well as the po-
tential biosolids project and we never voted to
support either”

Barmasse said that, as someone who had
served on the WPCA for “over 20 years,” he had
concerns about the council’s ability to serve as
the WPCA - but added that this doesn't mean
he wants to come back.

“This is not a call to get the old WPCA band
back together again,” he told the council. “We've
been insulted, disrespected and thrown under
the bus in the name of political convenience
for volunteering our time to benefit the town.
You are facing complex and time-consuming
challenges in managing our aging wastewater
system, particularly without an experienced
Public Utilities Administrator or knowledge-
able WPCA in place. I hope that you take these
responsibilities seriously, dedicate the necessary
time and resources, and do not let it fall victim
to local politics”

Barmasse was not the only one who ex-
pressed concerns about the town council’s new
role. Council member Joelyn Leon, a Democrat,
said she worried about what the council was un-
dertaking, noting that she had never attended
a WPCA meeting and knew little about sewers
and wastewater treatment.

“My concern is that we don’t have the exper-
tise at all to run or operate the WPCA,” she said,
later saying, “I have a concern with taking on a

KENNETH BARBER & ASSOCIATES,

role that I don’t feel qualified for”

Town Manager Dave Cox (who was also on
the receiving end of praise from community
members during the public comment period)
sought to reassure council members that this
WPCA change was intended as a temporary
solution.

“My understanding,” said Cox, “is that the in-
tent to use this time while the council acts as the
WPCA to identify what sorts of checks and bal-
ances it wishes to put in place as it then removes
itself from this role and puts it back in the hands
of an appointed body.

“While this is a full-fledged ordinance and
will remain in place until it’s changed,” he add-
ed, “it was my understanding that the council
intends to change this in what I'll refer to as
‘short order.”

Many council members audibly agreed with
Cox’s assessment.

Council chair Dean Markham, a Democrat,
asked Cox to address concerns people may have
about the continued operation of the town’s in-
frastructure, and Cox said that the wastewater
treatment plant and collection system is still
staffed with a superintendent and other workers.

Cox also said that he expected the town to
hire someone “from the outside” and with in-
dustry experience, to replace DeSimone as an
interim public utilities administrator (PUA),
before eventually hiring someone for a perma-
nent role in that position.

Cox said that he knew there would be some
moments, with no PUA and no WPCA, where
he and the council would “scratch our heads
and decide what we think is best,” and added
that he hoped that, by serving in the role of the
WPCA, the council would come to better un-
derstand what exactly the WPCA does. He also
said that the town would aim to find a tempo-
rary PUA quickly.

Council member Jack Solomon, a Democrat,
spoke up to clarify that the WPCA held month-
ly meetings and that its “obligation was policy,
not the detailed running of the facility” He em-
phasized that experts were running the opera-
tions of the system, and added that he believed
that “we all want this to move on in a better way
as quickly as possible, hopefully within four or
five months or so, maybe sooner”

Council member Ted Hintz, a Republican,
said he had been in similar situations previously
in government roles and emphasized the need
to “bring in experts” to help council members
understand challenging situations. Council
member Rich Knotek, a Democrat, likened the
WPCA to Planning and Zoning, where resi-
dents, often with little to no knowledge of zon-
ing regulations get up to speed with the help
and advice from town staff.

The council voted unanimously to approve
the ordinance, with one member - Karen Wa-
nat, a Democrat - absent.

% % %

The council next discussed a proposed Right
to Farm ordinance, as well as the existence and
role of a town Agricultural Commission. Resi-
dent Steve Strong, owner of Strong’s Saw Mill,

LLC

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“Spring is nature’s way

of saying, Let’s party!”
—Robin Williams

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

1 Visit us on Facebook

was invited to speak. He said he had worked on
similar issues over a decade ago and said that
it was his understanding that an Agricultural
Commission had been established but had nev-
er been seated due to conflicts.

He said that he viewed the establishment of a
local Right to Farm ordinance and agriculture
commission as a priority because he believed
current town zoning regulations may be in vio-
lation of state right to farm rules.

“You can’t be a town that says ‘Hey, we're
pro-agriculture; but not have any regulations in
place to protect the farms or protect their neigh-
bors,” he said. “We all want to get along. It’s just,
how do we do that?”

He said he wanted to work to establish clear
guidelines so everyone knew what was allowed.

Town Planner Juliet Hodge said that the town’s
proposed ordinance was, essentially, “the same
language as the state Right to Farm ordinance,”
but she did emphasize that the town’s zoning
regulations did need clarification and revision.

Hodge said an agricultural commission
would help with that goal of cleaning up zon-
ing laws as they pertain to agriculture, but, she
said that when it came to the proposed “Right to
Farm” ordinance, per state law, “you are a Right
to Farm town; those are the rights you have”

Strong agreed.

“I think for the town of East Hampton, we
should have a hobby farm, a homestead farm
and a commercial farm. We should have three
definitions of it, and what can be done in what
zoning area.” said Strong. He also worried about
permitting regulations scaring off new farmers.

Hodge suggested that someone from the
state’s Farm Bureau should provide counsel as
the council moves forward, and the right to
farm ordinance was tabled. The council decided
to reconsider it after establishing an agricultural
commission.

* ok %

The council also continued its discussion of
property tax relief programs, including those
for veterans and the elderly. Hintz said that at
prior meetings, he had been strongly in support

ganization and Farming

of the town offering the full allowable benefits
for veterans, but that he was now reconsidering
after learning more.

“100% disabled does not mean what I thought
100% disabled meant,” he said. “There is now,
instead of one disabled veteran in the town of
East Hampton, there are 27 that are getting the
house relief, to the tune of $178,000. Two of
those 100% disabled veterans are full-time state
police officers that are again, on the job, 24-7
state police officers, that are getting 100% dis-
ability benefits for their homes.”

“My idea of a disabled veteran is someone
who can’t work or has a minimal income, and
needs assistance, and that’s what I thought this
bill was doing,” said Hintz. “It clearly is not”

Hintz said he wanted further guidance on
that, and Markham agreed that he believed it
warranted getting further information. The
council voted unanimously to table the issue.

The council also discussed the town’s senior
tax relief program that allows for taxes to be
frozen and liens to be placed for the difference
on taxes due on properties owned by senior citi-
zens who qualify based on their incomes. The
council discussed raising the income limits be-
fore deciding that they would discuss the issue
with the town assessor. The item was tabled to
be considered at a later meeting.

The council also voted unanimously to accept
(meaning it has formally received, but not ap-
proved) the budget from the Board of Finance,
and set a public hearing on the proposed town
budget for the April 28 town council meeting.
The council also discussed the Board of Fi-
nance’s recommendation that the town use “the
current unobligated reserves of the town in the
amount of $450,000 to fund the paving project
at the middle school instead of including the
project in the FY27 budget”

Council members, particularly Hintz, ex-
pressed concern that oil prices made the project
impractical for this time. No action was taken
on that item.

The council will meet next on April 28.

Belltown Motors

Tire & Service Center

SPRING AC
SERVICE SPECIAL!

With the warm weather coming
make sure your vehicles AC is
In proper working order!

$20° OFF

™ Air Conditioner Re-charge.
Most cars and light trucks.
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Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com
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The annual Quilt Show will return to Haddam Neck Congregationél Church on

Saturday, April 11, and Sunday, April 12.

Haddam Neck Quilt Show

Haddam Neck Congregational Church will
host its annual Quilt Show on Saturday and
Sunday, April 11 and 12, at the Gothic Revival-
style meetinghouse in Haddam Neck.

More than 100 new and antique quilts will be
on display and the Ladies Aid Society will host a
tea room with soups and pies. There will also be
the “Bits and Pieces” shop with an amazing vari-
ety of quilt fabric, notions and kits at discounted
prices. Prize baskets and crafts are also avail-
able. A few highlights for 2026 include the dis-
play of patriotic quilts and a selection of quilts
from the collection of Gary ‘Red Oak’ O’Neil,
Wangunk Elder including pieces by Michael
A. Cummings, one the nation’s leading African
American male quilters.

The show is a fundraiser for Haddam Neck

Congregational Church and proceeds support
the annual upkeep of the 19th century church
and Sunday School building, formerly the local
one-room schoolhouse and community out-
reach projects.

Admission for adults is $8. Children are
free and welcome. Hours are: Saturday, April
11, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sunday, April 12,
from noon-5 p.m. The church is located at 408
Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck (East Hampton
GPS), 06424.

For more information, contact Lisa Malloy at
email elizabethhartmalloy@gmail.com, Dianne
McHutchison at 860-267-4671 or rdmchutchi-
son@yahoo.com, or Melissa Pionzio at mapi-
onzio@comcast.net.
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PART-TIME DEMOCRATIC

DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
Part-time (Tuesdays 4-6 hrs. per week).

Additional hours during election period.

* Computer background preferred.
Training is provided.
Salary is $17.00 per hour.
Contact EH Democratic Registrar
of Voters 860-267-6720.

Family Owned & Operated
Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

&
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BRC

Auto & Truck
Farls

ook Today
860-267-7140 .

‘ 24 Old Coach od, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com

The early stages
of communication
disorders are easier
to spot when you
know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of
life. For more information
visit |dentifyTheSigns.org.

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

4

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary is offering a scholarship, available to any
East Hampton resident who is currently in his
or her senior year of high school. Applications
are due today, April 10.

The student should intend to continue his
or her post-secondary education in a formal
manner, such as college, trade school, or a

Library Friends Offer Scholarship

certificate program. The applicant should have
had some involvement with a library that has
positively impacted his or her life.

For applications, visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org/friends-of-the-library-scholarship-
application, or pick up a hard copy at the li-
brary or through your school’s guidance office.

Pet Donation Drive

The East Hampton High School Student
Council will hold its fourth annual “Drive &
Drop” pet donation collection on Saturday,
April 11, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Donations will be
collected in front of the high school. There is no
need to get out of your car; just drive up and
students will collect your donations.

Some items in need are laundry detergent,

garbage bags, cat & dog food, treats, kitty litter,
gently used beds, dish soap, used towels & blan-
kets, toys, and tennis balls (used are fine). This
year all items donated will support the Change
of Life Rescue and the Humane Society.

For more information, email rbullett@east-
hamptonct.org.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts will begin accepting donations
this month for its annual September Two-
Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean
and price the donations. Items not accepted:
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses,
bedframes, high chairs, cribs, car seats, com-
puters, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exer-
cise machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-
style phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards,
strollers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file
cabinets,office chairs, large dog beds, lighting
that can't be plugged in, medicine, animal dia-

pers and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: April 11 and 25, May 9 and 23,
June 13 and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8.
Drop-offis located at the lower end of the build-
ing in the garage area by Helping Hands, 27
Skinner St. Please do not drop off your dona-
tions at the main entrance to our building or on
any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m.,
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4
p-m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance,
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

New Weekly Class - Sit Flex and Flow:
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. This new class offers
chair exercises, balance work, playful move-
ment, and, when appropriate, ground exercises.
All levels welcome. Drop-ins welcome for $5 a
class.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, April
13,9 a.m. All are invited to this weekly morning
walk on the Air Line Trail, 69 Smith St.

Chat with the Chief: Tuesday, April 14, 10:30
a.m. East Hampton Police Chief Dennis Woess-
ner will discuss the latest scam trends affecting
residents and how to protect yourself. He will
also share public safety updates, answer ques-
tions, and listen to community concerns.

Digital Mike: Tuesday, April 14, starting at

NEW LOCATION!
190 E. High St.,Ste.1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr. K

. Chatham Dental Center
Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

190 E. High Street, Suite 1
- L East Hampton, CT 06424

l@= 860-267-4900
"

Root Canals, Extractions,
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NOW OFFERING Implants &
Invisalign® to Our Patients

Open Saturdays by appointment
$99 Exam & X-Rays To

New Patients Without Insurance §
Mention offer upon scheduling. j

10 a.m. Get technical help with your devices
from the senior center’s new volunteer Mike
Crutchfield.

Design and Create: Thursday, April 16, 1:30
p.m., with staff member Cindy Houle.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, April 17, 10
a.m. Ride the Air Line Spur, 187 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester. Bring your bike, helmet and water
bottle. Call 860-267-4426 for ride information
and to register.

Family Tree: Friday, April 17, 10:30 a.m. Led
by Kenneth Doney, this hands-on workshop
helps you research your family tree. Bring your
laptop, cell phone or iPad.

Drum Circle with Mark: Friday, April 17,
12:45 p.m. No experience needed. Cost is $5.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need
assistance with grocery shopping? The East
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready
to help. Each week staff will consult with you
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.

Anthl}le Appraisal Day

The Chatham Historical Society will host
its 29th annual Antique Appraisal Day on
Saturday, April 18, from 9 am.-2 p.m., in
the Town Hall conference room at 1 Com-
munity Drive.

Up to four experienced appraisers will
be on site. The fee is $6.00 per item, and no
appointment is necessary. Bring your heir-
looms and discover their value—whether
youre deciding to keep them or finally let
them go.

This event is a fundraiser supporting the
ongoing maintenance of the society’s two
museum buildings and the 1840 one-room
schoolhouse.

For more information, call 8605390988.

Bellringer Market
at EHHS

There will be a Bellringer Market Saturday,
April 25, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at East Hampton
High School, 15 N. Maple St.

Local artisans and student artisans will be
featured.

Rain date is Sunday, April 26.

RTC Offering Scholarship

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career
in a trade and graduating in 2026.

This award is open to any graduating student
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal
high schools, or homeschooled East Hampton
residents. Applications are available from the
guidance department in the schools.

Deadline for submission of applications is
May 15.
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East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: Paint & Pastries: Spring
Edition: Adults & Grades 8-12: Monday, April
13,11 a.m. Celebrate the season of spring with a
morning of painting and pastries. Follow along
with a guided activity or paint what you want.
No experience needed, all materials provided.

Book Club: Wednesday, April 15, 6:30 p.m.
This month’s book is The Senators Wife by Liv
Constantine.

Tech Help: Thursday, April 23, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required; just bring
your device with you.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, April 24, 11
a.m. Meet to talk about what you're currently
reading while enjoying coffee, tea, and a break-
fast treat. Register or drop in.

Shelf Care: A Plant Swap: Saturday, April 25,
10 a.m. Bring a healthy houseplant, cutting, or
seedling and trade with fellow plant lovers. If
youd like to contribute cuttings or plants, feel
free to drop them off anytime beginning Mon-
day, April 20, then come back and find some-
thing new on Saturday while supplies last.

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT ¢ BAKERY

il

Tuesoay: 20% OFF

Your Entire Dinner Bill

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée,

Get one 1/2 OFF
(higher price prevails)
OFFer good after 4pm
April 14 & 15.
__Online orders use code SPRING26

Book Mother’s Day and Graduation Celebrations Now!
61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006

Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS.COM

Teen Program: Magic: The Gathering
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, April 18, 1-3 p.m.
Whether you already know how to play the card
game, or want to learn, come together and play
with people of all skill levels. Bring your own
decks or use one of the library’s.

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday,
April 21, 6 p.m. Teens are invited to help plan
programs, improve the Teen Space, and make
an impact at the library.

Children’s Programs: Dog Man Party:
Grades K-5: Saturday, April 11, 2-3:30 p.m. Cel-
ebrate all things Dog Man with crafts, activities,
and snacks inspired by the graphic novel.

Create Your Own Country with The GIANT
Room!: Friday, April 17,11 a.m.-1 p.m. Create a
name, laws, a flag, and a map of your very own
country in this hands-on workshop. Partici-
pants will then transform their countries into
printed trading cards which will be available for
pickup a few weeks after the event. Registration
is required but families can drop in anytime to
participate. Please register just one member of
your family; your registration covers the whole
group.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Grades K-3: Tues-
day, April 21, 4:30 p.m. Readers will be assigned
a 15-minute time slot to read to Jovie, a certi-
fied therapy dog. This is an opportunity to read
aloud in a comfortable environment.

WI LLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE « INSURANCE

The Belltown Antique Car Club will pres-
ent its 51st annual Antique Engine & Tractor
Meet Sunday, April 26, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., at
the Firemen’s Recreation Area at Salmon River
State Park on Route 16. (The entrance is across
from the Comstock Covered Bridge.)

The event will be rain or shine, field condi-
tions permitting.

There is no charge for admission or parking,
though donations will ne accepted. Children
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

Food and refreshments will be available on

Antique Engine & Tractor Meet

site to purchase.

Note to flea market vendors: Due to the
club’s use permit for the show field, flea mar-
ket vending will be restricted to items related
to the engine and tractor hobbies. Household
items, plants and general merchandise will not
be allowed on the field, and displays and sales
of guns and knives are forbidden. Also, no un-
authorized food sales will be allowed.

For show updates and more information,
visit www.belltownantiquecarclub.org or call
Peter Christianson at 860-510-3340.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating. Bible Study takes place via Zoom at 6

Thank:youfor/al
Great Season'

b

CT RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
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STATEJEWELRY GOLD +ANTIQUES « COIN

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Reg $6,429

[ | M [ |

Carefree Colonial

sate $5143

p.m. Wednesdays.

Lent Vitamin Drive: It’s not too late to make
a donation to St. Vincent’s School for Handi-
capped Children in Haiti. Checks will be ac-
cepted until the end of the month; be sure to put
“Missions” or “Vitamins” in the memo line.

Mother’s Day Diaper Drive: The Missions
Team is collecting diapers for children in need,
in conjunction with the church’s DCF social
worker through Covenant to Care. Place your
contributions in the Parish Hall by May 10.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

JODY DELMASTRO

.. PROVEN SUCCESS | RESIDENTIAL & WATERFRONT SPECIALIST

c. 860.841.4305 | 0. 860.633.0111 | Jody.Del

REALTOR

is.com | JodyDel

=i "

218 New London Tpke | Glastonbury | CT 06033

HURRYIN - THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!

SAVE UP TO 20%

THIS SPRING AT CAREFREE

Carefree Cottage
Reg $11,326

sate $9195

S39vVHvH

Carefree Greenhouse
Reg $6,444

sate $5195

STORAGE BUILDINGS
JUNLINYNG OILVd

f=5+ With Vinyl

8 Siding, Loft
andRamp!

~ Shown with
_— " et optional

{ I.L I:[j £ | Cupola and

| il 1 . ! Weathervane.

I

Come on down for $$$3$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins
Collectible Coins

With Ramp! . __
Carefree Cottage
Reg $10,164

sate $8131
EFR
\\“ $6‘

1979 -2026

SMALL BUILDINGS

47 Years of Building Quality!
Colchester 860 267-7600

__1
Carefree Dutch Garage
Reg $21,304

saLe $16,995

Carefree Cottage
Reg $11,135

sate $8908

GAZEBOS
Sv10dNnd

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Sale ends April 30, 2026.
Not to be combinedwith any other offer.

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108
Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015

Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm
Saturday’s 9-4

1.800.326.SHED

Two Great Locations: Clinton 860 664-1620

We're also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

C|T9-18-25I
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Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248

Helping Hands Open
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open from 9-11 a.m. on the
first and third Saturday of each month. Dona-
tions will be collected on those Saturdays, as
well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

Librarzf Friends Book Sale

The Friends of East Hampton Public Library

will hold a pop-up book sale at Rule of 3 Brew-
ing, 201 E. High St., on Saturday, April 25, from
2-5p.m.

There will be a selection of like-new books

for readers of all ages, with all proceeds directly
benefiting the East Hampton Public Library.

For more information, email friendsofehpl@

Lions Offer Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering
students graduating an opportunity to apply
for its four annual scholarships - the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service
Award.

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High

gmail.com.

IRON CHRIS

CRIMINAL DEFENSE & IMMIGRATION

www.ironchris.com

I Fight For

School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic
schools, or are home-schooled.

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.

A Night of Doo-Wop

East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-
soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45

or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

DA G N A T (IC

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY — ° Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday,
APPETIZERS Your nghts April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium.

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce
PASTA GOURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka AsKaraﬂJs, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SAL nCupofsoupofthedayorgardensalad Ca" Iron Chrls - L
DINNER GHOICES §

_ _ ®) 860-530-1781
Chicken Parmigiana ;

Eggplant Rollatini Rolledeggplant ~ Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with {
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers  broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with crackers in a brown cognac sauce
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - /s« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet &
greet for $40, or choose general admission for
$25.

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after
graduation celebration.

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

Full-service Criminal
Defense Lawyer Serving
The Connecticut

i P A

| J RATING
Criminal

Defense

100% Client
Focused

Highly

Recommended www.lronChris.com

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

IH 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

I |CIT1-8-25

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim's performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Cartin

ALLPOINTS REALTY
17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

TAKE THIS PAGE
TOCRISPTO

RE4-10-26

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

IDCEIES\EIA BRI SIGIEE | Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm |

Come join us
for LUNCH!

%36

©
®
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Join us for Happy Hour
y Monday - Friday
4-6pMm

WWWw.zinascucina.com

OR ORDER
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The Last Living Place’ — an Epoch Arts Production Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Epoch Arts will present an original two-act
play, The Last Living Place, from Friday, April
24, through Sunday, April 26, at 7 p.m. all three
nights, at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

What would it be like to live in a city where
the whole world is watching your every move,
recording your mistakes, rewarding “good” be-
havior, and giving everyone a score? Those who
cannot live up to the “perfect” standard are pub-
licly shamed, made to be second class citizens,
and eventually cast out from the city. What hap-
pens when the pulse, an EMP, shuts down the
city’s system and everyone is forced to survive
on their own?

Find out in this play, which explores themes
of brokenness, redemption, true community,
and facing the monsters that rage in peoples’
lives. Follow the stories of a rebel street artist

Tatiana & Bill Geist
860.805.8710 | 860.839.3186
THE MICHELLE COLLINS TEAM

AT BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY NEW ENGLAND PROPERTIES
We are always here when you need us!

trying to expose the lies and hypocrisy of the
system, an outcast desperate for redemption and
a new identity, and a girl from the city growing
increasingly frustrated as she tries to live up to
an impossible standard.

Tickets are $15 for general admission and $12
for seniors. Email elizabeth@epocharts.org for
reservations. For more information, visit www.
epocharts.org.

DTC Offering Scholarship

The East Hampton Democratic Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to a graduat-
ing senior who resides in East Hampton for their
continuing education and graduating in 2026.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at the East Hampton High School. Deadline
for submission of applications is May 1.

DBECOMNMIBNG
MATCHES

APRIL.1LATH

APRIL.1L8TH

APRIL.1L8TH

GET YOUR

TICKETS TODAY!

HARTFOROATHLETIC.COM

At
< |11}
) !EZ’“—”:} 7 - =¥ l

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Drive-Thru Chicken Barbecue: Saturday,
April 25, from noon-5 p.m., at the church
field. The meal includes a leg/thigh chicken
quarter, baked beans, coleslaw, dinner roll and
water bottle, for $15. Call the church at 860-
267-2336 or email officechncc@gmail.com with
your order and pick-up time.

Ladies Fellowship: Thursday, April 23,
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Mary’s house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry,
for children in kindergarten through fifth

grade, is held in Fellowship Hall during wor-
ship. The theme is “Friends with God” and is
taught though Bible stories where the charac-
ters are friends with God. A toddler nursery is
also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Music Room. The study is the Women
of the Bible, based on scripture and informa-
tion/analysis in the study packet. The study
will conclude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at
860-267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 8 am. to 4 p.m. The church website is
www.hncovenantchurch.org.

Driveway Replacement

Specialist
* Fast Dependable Service

* Experienced Staff
» Competitive Pricing
* Driveways

» Parking Lots

* Roadways

New England

BLACKTOP

INC.
860-633-4554

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

CIT4-2-26

Accepted
-Prescriptions
-Rx Patches
-Rx Medications
-0TC

Medications

-Vitamins
-Samples
-Medications
for pets

Satisfyij
All of Youf%/'lggving
Needs in Glastonbury!
Celebrating
53 YEARS of
Quality Servicel
—SINCE 1973 _

Locally Owned &
Operated

Sd1lV

Not Accepted
-Thermometers
-Hydrogen
Peroxide
-Inhalers
-Aerosol Cans
-Needles (sharps)
-Medications from
businesses or
clinics

-Ointments,
Lotions or Liquids

April brings fresh starts, new opportunities, and yes—even a few rainy days that

lead to something beautiful. Whether you're thinking about buying, selling, or
planning your next move, we're here to guide you every step of the way with

experience, care, and a thoughtful approach. Let this season be the beginning of
something new—wed love to help you open the door.

92-0T-¥3d

For More Information:
+860-267-4468 Ext. 3227
bbillings@easthamptonct.gov

) | east hampto
prevention
partnership

A portion of our commissions goes to helping people close to home,
Call us today to learn how your real estate transaction can have real impact.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY | NEW EN D AALF o,

HOMESERVICES ROPE (/

\
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Residents Advised of Bridge Repair

Construction has begun on repairs to the Old
Colchester Road Bridge over Raymond Brook,
and Public Works is asking residents of Old Col-
chester, Wood Pond, Pepperbush, and Heron
Hill for their cooperation in the following ways:

Avoid parking on the street between 6 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Monday-Friday, during the con-
struction period.

Limit use of the roadway between Northam
and Niles Road as much as possible. There
will be a detour route implemented beginning
Monday, April 13, and it will remain until the
completion of the project. Residents who live in
the blocked off area will still be able to exit and
enter their driveways. RHAM, Hebron Public
Schools and the bus company have been noti-
fied. Public Works said to stay updated on the
school’s response/plan for the detour routes.

Refuse and recycling schedules will continue
to operate on their normal schedules. All-Waste
and Casella have been made aware of the detour.

Drive no more than 10 mph to reduce flying
dust.

Children must not enter the work zone or
touch any equipment or supplies.

The Air Line Trail will remain open for the
duration of the project, but Public Works said to
expect minor delays when crossing and please
use caution.

The bridge repair is a multi-stage project that
can result in various contractors for bridge re-
placement construction. This process from start
to finish may span over the course of the 2026
construction season (weather permitting).

For more information, call Public Works Di-
rector Paul J. Forrest at 860-228-2871.

Colchester Stone Landscape Supply LLC
631 Old Hartford Rd, Colchester

A N TS '
HICOROGCE
4]
PAVING STONES - RETAINING WALLS - CUTDOOR LNING
@ paver-shield

R e C

860-537-1526

St. Peter’s Lasagna Dinner

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a com-
munity dinner Saturday, April 18, from 4 p.m.
until 5:30 p.m. or sold out. The menu will in-
clude your choice of meat or vegetable lasagna,
Italian sausage, garlic bread, tossed salad and
your choice of desserts. The cost is $18.

This is a takeout-only dinner, with no preor-
ders or reservations. Servers will come to your

car, take your order and payment, and bring
your meal(s) back to your back seat or trunk.
There is no need to get out of your car.

A portion of each meal sold will go toward
supporting Project HOPE. For more details,
please contact the church at 860-228-3244 or
visit www.StPetersHebron.com. St. Peter’s is
located at 30 Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless
noted, by calling the center.

FAMILY
OWNED

AND

OPERATED

ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING
NEEDS IN ONE PLACE!

- Topsoil - Compost

- Mulch - Sand

- Pavers - Decorative Stone

- Walls - Fire Pits

GRAND
REOPENING

e o L e TR NI e s e

PAVER SALE!
April 10t - 12t

Our old stock must go!
(While supplies last)

Bus Trip to Cracker Barrel: Monday, April
27, leave at 11 a.m. and return at approximately
3 p.m. Cost is $5 for transportation. Space lim-
ited to eight spots.

Men’s ‘Golden Oldies’ Social Activities
Group: Friday, April 24, 11 am.-12:30 p.m. If
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men,
call social worker Dennis Farrar, MSW at 860-
228-1700 ext. 204 to register.

Chair Yoga and Sound Healing: Tuesday,
April 28, 10 a.m.-noon. This is a two-part pro-
gram. Chair Yoga, a gentle form of yoga that
uses a chair for balance or as a prop for poses/
asanas, will be followed by Sound Bath, expe-
riencing sound healing instruments like crystal
bowls. This two-hour program costs $25 and is
led by yoga instructor Sara Billings. Register by
Monday, April 27.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is
required by noon the day before the trip. Call
860-228-1700. Schedule: Friday, April 17, Stop

& Shop, 11 a.m.
N Y Y

>

v
=

MAY
I4

RE4-3-26
M

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW
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81081XEL

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081 XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

WL UNTIL
YOUTASTE |

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHE,

OMAHA STEAKS
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Butcher’s Classic Pack
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 o0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 812999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

fMARLBOROUGH

Always Accepting

New Patients & Clients!
PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

860-295-3939

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER
OF TOWN NEAR
THE BIGYY.
MON.-FRI. 9aAM-3PM
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CENTURY 21 AllPoints Realty

Rick Berkenstock

RICK'S REAL ESTATE GROUP

2]

At

Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com ——

860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is independently
owned and operated
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Officials Advance $44.9M Budget After Hearing

By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Board of Finance Tuesday sent
a proposed $44.96 million 2026-27 budget to
a May referendum, following a public hearing
at which residents voiced both strong support
of the spending plan, as well as deep concern
about rising costs

The most striking part of the night did not
come from the presentation but from the sharp
divide between public opinion. Some urged in-
vestments in schools while others warned that
the town is becoming unaffordable.

Breaking Down the Budget Numbers

Town officials presented detailed figures
showing where the money would go. The pro-
posed $44,962,594 total budget represents a
$2.45 million increase, 5.77%, over the current
year. The budget was presented as including
three main parts: town government at $12.18
million, Hebron Board of Education at $15.62
million and RHAM at $17.16 million.

To fund these asks, the town would raise
$35.19 million in taxes, a 5.3% increase. For
homeowners, the impact would be significant.
The proposed mill rate would rise from 36.85 to
38.79, an increase of 1.94 mills.

To break it down even further, a median home
(valued at $250,000) would see taxes rise from
$9,213 to $9,698, according to the presentation.
That would equate to a $485 increase in one
year. Officials explained that most of the budget
growth stems from employee salaries and ben-
efits, medical insurance costs, special education
costs and rising service and infrastructure costs.

A Town Divided Over Rising Costs

The most intense discussion centered on
whether Hebron can sustain continued spending
increases. Resident Rob Poudrier, chair of the
new local tax advocacy group Hebron VOICE,
framed the issue simply and pointed to long-
term trends rather than just this year’s numbers.

“When you take a step back and look at the

full picture - the town, the Hebron Board of Ed-
ucation, and RHAM - a clear pattern emerges,”
he said. “Spending is going up across all three.
This is not a one-year issue. It’s a trend.”

Poudrier cited five-year increases of 20.5% for
RHAM, 28.6% for Hebron schools and 14.4%
for town government. He argued that growth
is outpacing the population and enrollment.
“When spending rises faster than demand, the
burden doesn’t disappear - it shifts, lands on the
taxpayers.”

Others echoed that concern in more personal
terms. Resident Craig Donacki said the issue
is no longer abstract and becomes more press-
ing every day. “I don’t know how to afford it. ...
We're already at a breaking point.”

Resident Angela Corentin added, “[ Amston]
is a beautiful community and people don’t want
to leave, but you're pricing us right out of it”

Sustainability became a recurring theme dur-
ing the hearing. Many residents argued that the
town relies too heavily on one-time funds, such
as budget surpluses, to balance spending. “That
lowers the number today, but it creates a bigger
problem tomorrow;,” Poudrier said, and called it
a “fiscal cliff”

Education Costs are a Key Driver

Finance board members repeatedly pointed
to education spending as a major factor in the
increase, and also emphasized that the majority
of it is outside of their control.

They noted that special education in par-
ticular is a legal obligation. Because of that, one
member explained that any cuts would have to
be pulled from other areas rather than those
mandated costs, such as staffing or programs.

At the same time, members expressed ap-
preciation for the local school board’s efforts to
ultimately limit spending. Board Chair Brian
Thibeault, a Democrat, said, “They have really
tried to get down to a significantly lower num-

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules
Christians should break as often as possible”
There are two day/time options to attend: the
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the

second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more in-
formation about donating or participating in food
pantry days, call the church at 860-228-1152.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following pieces of news. For
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays,
April 10 and 17, 1 p.m. Killers of the Flower
Moon (rated R) will be shown 4/10, and Marty
Supreme (rated R) will be shown 4/17. Free wa-
ter and popcorn will be served.

Access Health Assistance: Monday, April 13,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Come for a free one-on-one ap-
pointment with trained enrollment specialists.
Schedule yours at www.accesshealthct.com/
schedule-an-appointment.

Book Discussion: Wednesday, April 15 7
p.m. My Dear Hamilton by Stephanie Dray and
Laura Kamoie will be discussed. Copies of the
book are available near the Main Desk.

American Job Center: Thursday, April 16,
3-5 p.m. Looking for a new job? Want to get
into a training program? William Newton will
be here to meet with you and answer all your
questions.

Artist of the Month: Stop in and view a com-
prehensive collection of artwork by local artist
Rachel Crawford Imlah in the library Commu-
nity Room.

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Regis-
ter to learn how to use the library’s new Bambu
printers starting every Monday evening. All ages
and experience levels welcome, but children un-
der 18 must be accompanied by a parent. Regis-
ter on our website or by calling the library.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in
and play, regardless of skill level.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill levels
to drop in and play a game or improve their skills.

Children’s Programs: Family Movie: Mon-
day, April 13, 1 p.m. Zootopia 2 (rated PG)
will be shown. Free water and popcorn will be
served.

Petting Zoo: Tuesday, April 14, 4-6 p.m. A

variety of 15-20 animals will come to the library,
and will be outside n the parking lot. Sign up for
a half-hour time slot to keep from having too
much of a crowd. Register on the website or by
calling the library.

STEM for Homeschoolers: Wednesday,
April 15, 1 p.m. Designed for pre-kindergarten
through grade four.

Drop in Craft: Thursday, April 16, 2-4 p.m.
Drop in and complete a craft in the children’s
storytime room.

Yoga for Kids: Friday, April 17, 1 p.m. Come
be an Earth Day Superhero Yoga Kid. Registra-
tion is required.

Lego Club: Every Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling
all builders!!! Get creative and build some Lego
creations.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories,
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday at
10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either session.

ber” However, the numbers remain large and
daunting. The Hebron BOE budget increased
by $1.29 million, or 8.98%. This is driven largely
by special education, insurance and contractual
salary increases.

Still, many residents defended the budget,
especially the education portion. Resident Jeff
Lemay voiced his clear support. “There’s no fat
in that budget,” he said. “What’s been put forth
is what the children in this town need”

Supporters emphasized that school costs are
being driven by real needs, particularly special
education and staffing. Jen Merkent, an educa-
tor who teaches special education, explained
how much schools have changed in recent years.
“If anyone hasn’t been in a school recently, it’s
very, very different. ... You can’t put a price tag
on how different it is.”

She continued, highlighting a key point. Even
though the school budget is proposed to rise
significantly, most of that increase comes from
unavoidable costs. “If you take out staffing and
special ed costs, it’s like half a percent left over;,”
Merkent stated.

Another educator, Suzanne Matkowski con-
nected school quality to the towns future.
“Strong schools protect property values, attract
families and keep our town competitive with
surrounding towns.”

Confusion, Clarification, Concerns

Several residents asked technical questions
about how the budget works. One major topic
was a budget surplus involving RHAM after
they noticed a miscalculation leading to extra
surplus funds. Officials explained that this sur-
plus helped reduce this year’s taxes, but only
temporarily.

“That is one time,” Thibeault said. “Next year
it's gone”

Many residents also worried about how rising
taxes would affect different groups, particularly
retirees and other families that operate on a fixed
income. “If you're making $30,000 in Social Se-
curity ... you can't pay $10,000 - $12,000 in prop-
erty taxes and survive,” one resident stated.

Resident Tracy Donacki added, “There isn't
going to be any children in the school to educate
because the families are going to move”

Resident Seth Lavine pointed to the town’s
slow growth in its tax base, a.k.a. the grand list,
which only increased 0.62%. “We need to con-
centrate to plan to grow our way out of deficits,
not just tax our way out,” said Lavine.

Board of Finance Response

Members of the BOF acknowledged the con-
cerns and said they share them as well.

“My own income levels do not keep track
with these tax increases,” board member Brian
O'Reilly, a Republican, said. “You have mem-
bers on the board who are feeling the pain.” Of-
ficials noted that this year’s budget relies partly
on one-time funds and may be harder to bal-
ance in the future.

Some then stepped back from the specifics
and questioned the overall system. Member
Adam Ockman, a Democrat, raised concerns
about the reliance on property taxes to fund
education. “I tend to wonder ... whether afford-
ability is really built into that”

He suggested that the structure itself may
contribute to the growing burden on homeown-
ers, especially as incomes do not keep pace with
rising costs.

Even so, the board voted to send the full bud-
get to referendum without challenges after dis-
cussion. The proposed budget will go to voters
on May 5, where residents will vote to decide
whether to approve it or reject it.

Tax Abatement Applications Available

Applications for property tax abatements are
available for Hebron residents. There is a town
ordinance that defers property taxes when those
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from
any source.

For example, if the total household income
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax
liability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatement would apply to
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated

would be repaid when a property is sold or
transferred through probate. Abated taxes
would accrue at an interest rate which is signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent
taxes (18%). The interest rate is currently 4.25%
and is reviewed annually by the Town Council.

Those interested in the program can request
an application by calling the town manager’s
office at 860-228-5971. Applications will be
mailed upon request. The application deadline
is May 31.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513),
welcomes all to worship and to be a part of the
church community. Priest is the Rev. Ron Ko-
lanowski. The church is located on Route 85,
a quarter-mile south of the intersection with
Route 66, at 30 Church St. For more informa-
tion on St. Peter’s, visit stpetershebron.com or
search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tradi-
tional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music and
choir). A coffee hour is held following each service.
Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Easter Pageant: Sunday, April 12, 10 a.m. All
are invited as church children celebrate the joy
of Easter through the Easter pageant.

Parish Spring Clean-Up: Saturday, April 11,
9 a.m. Bring your rakes, tarps and garden tools
to help make St. Peter’s beautiful for the spring
season.

Project Hope Dinner Assembly: Saturday,
April 25, 2 p.m. Meet in the parish hall to pre-
pare meals for the homeless clients of Project
Hope in Willimantic.

Spring Plant Sale: Saturday, May 2. The sale
will feature hanging baskets, perennials, annu-
als and native plants. A portion of proceeds will
benefit HIHS (Hebron Interfaith Human Ser-
vices), the local food pantry.

Navigating the Hospice Journey: Wednes-
day, May 6, 2-3 p.m., at St. Peter’s Phelps Hall.
Rebecca Tamsin, LCSEW, director of counseling
at Masonicare Home Health and Hospice, will
share information about how hospice care and
hospice teams can provide maximum support
(including pain management and emotional
support) at home. There will be time for ques-
tions and discussion.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir:
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings:
Building and Grounds, Community Events plan-
ning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.

" Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE SALT OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN24/7 |
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Discovery Zone learning Center

R+

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!
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Calling All Hebron Artists!

The Hebron Creative Collective will hold
the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in
Hebron - and the deadline for applications is
coming up.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash
prizes totaling $500.

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork.
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc),
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-

ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is
$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes
totaling $500 will be awarded based on use of
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should
be cropped to art’s edges, well-lit, and at least
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on
April 17.

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine art-
ist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes in
oils and pastels, and is known for her landscapes
and wildlife paintings. She has won many awards
and her art is in private collections all over the
world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application
and submission guidelines. Questions can be
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.

Free CERT Training Course

The town of Hebron is offering a free CERT
(Community Emergency Response Team)
training course to any interested persons. He-
bron residency is not required.

The course will teach skills in disaster pre-
paredness and reacting to emergencies, includ-
ing first aid and fire extinguishers. Those who
complete the course will also have the option to

join their local CERT team if they wish to help
others in their community.

The course will run Saturdays from 9:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m., from April 25 to May 16. Interested
persons can sign up by contacting hebronemd@
gmail.com or using the link on the Town of He-
bron, CT Emergency Management and CERT
Facebook page.

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, lo-
cated at 10 Church St. (Route 85), invites all to
its next Shabbat service on Friday, April 17, at 7
p.m. The service will be held at the synagogue,
with an option to participate via Zoom.

After the service, we will socialize and enjoy
some snacks in the community room.

There is no need to RSVP to the church email
address, unless you need a Zoom link.

United Brethren of Hebron combines ele-
ments from both the Conservative and Reform
traditions in its services, and membership in-

cludes interfaith families and couples.

The historic synagogue building needs a new
roof and other major renovations, and dona-
tions are sought. To learn more, go to www.
gofundme.com/f/support-united-brethren-he-
brons-vital-work.

If you are interested in becoming a mem-
ber or would like to learn more about the
synagogue, visit www.ubofhebron.org or email
ubothebron@gmail.com. Also, check out the
synagogues Facebook page for information
about upcoming events and services.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open.
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Beginners Pickleball Clinic: At Hebron El-
ementary School Wednesday, April 8, from
5-6:30 p.m.

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays,
April 21-June 2, at Gilead Hill School. Whether

youre new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner,
all are welcome.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, April 23-June 4 (no class
May 21), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School.
This is a low-impact form of exercise focusing
on a series of slow, graceful, and continuous
movements. This program is open to adults of
all fitness levels. No prior experience is neces-
sary.

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Masses: At CHF
Saturday at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and at
STC Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Refer to www.
goodshepherdct.org for weekday Mass times,
particularly to note the permanent change to the
Tuesday evening Mass and adoration times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Cereal & Meatloves for CSK: The Social
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal
each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK)
in Willimantic; the next date is April 12. Cere-
al donations are also welcome any time; place
bagged donations in the oak collection box near
the CHF Robing Room. The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. You can
deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer in the
garage (use side entrance) closest to the CHF
Parish House or the freezer in the STC church
hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. Meat-
loaves are delivered the next day. The next due
date is April 28. Contact Diane (860-508-9959)
for more information.

St. Columba Annual Tag Sale: Saturday,
May 2, from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m., and Sunday, May
3, from 9 a.m.-noon. Contact Pam (pismissal@

yahoo.comith questions or to volunteer to help
during the sale, to assist with the intake of do-
nations, or to help pack left-over items for St.
Mary’s in Baltic tag sale.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens
in grades 8-12 meets in the St. Columba Youth
Center at 6:30 p.m. every second Saturday of the
month from September through June (except
for the third Saturday in May) for an evening
of games, food, and discussion. The next meet-
ing is April 10. Teens are asked to confirm at-
tendance prior to each meeting to ensure there
are enough snacks and pizza for everyone. See
the parish website for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This
new parish ministry supports trafficked survi-
vors and victims in Connecticut. Items needed:
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera,
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs:
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods &
dryer sheets; toiletries & women’s personal hy-
giene products; household cleaning products
& 13- & 33-39-gallon trash bags (available at
Home Depot - HD brand); men’s crew neck T-
shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s
briefs (sizes 6-10); hand & body warmers; men’s
& women’s crew and quarter socks and new or
gently-used clean sweatshirts, sweatpants and
hoodies; and 8x10 tarps for the Outreach Pro-
gram. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the CHF Cry Room or the
designated bin in the STC entryway. Contact
Monica (860-228-4211) for more information.

A meeting to discuss the founding of a new
Friends of the Douglas Library of Hebron
will be held Wednesday, April 29, at 6 p.m., at
Douglas Library.

The mission of this Friends’ group is to sup-
port the Douglas Library by collaborating and
working transparently with the library. On
April 29, the group will meet, discuss pro-

Meeting on New Library Friends Group

posed by-laws, nominate an inaugural board,
and commit to next steps.

Please RSVP to Maria at mariamw4library-
friends@gmail.com if you plan to attend, if
you are unavailable to attend but would like to
be placed on the mailing list for future meet-
ings, programs, events or volunteer opportu-
nities, or if you have any questions.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief

Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and older
or 100% Social Security disabled is offered in
conformance with eligibility requirements and
specifications of state enabling legislation. The
Hebron Assessor’s office will accept applications
through May 15.

The maximum income limits set for the Oct.
1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, $46,300;
Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 federal
income tax return with supporting documents
(if filed), including a 1099 Social Security state-

ment, must be presented at time of application.
Social Security disabled applicants must also
present proof of disability dated within three
years of application. If no tax return is filed,
all taxable and non-taxable income statements
must be presented at time of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-5971
ext. 126.

‘Day of Tears’ Program on April 12

A special program and discussion highlight-
ing the largest sale of enslaved people in Ameri-
can history will be held in Hebron on Sunday,
April 12 from 3-6 p.m. The event is sponsored
by Sanctuary Performing Arts and the Coalition
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) and will be held
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St.

On March 2 and 3, 1859, the largest auction of
enslaved people in American history took place
in Savannah, Ga. More than 400 men, women
and children were sold. As the auction began,
the skies darkened and a torrential rain began
to fall. The rain continued for two days, stop-
ping only when the auction ended. Those days
became known as “The Weeping Time”

This staged reading is told by those who lived
it: the enslaver, the seller, and the husbands,
wives and lovers who clung to the desperate
hope of keeping their families intact. It is based

on the novel Day of Tears by Julius Lester, who
granted his permission for this adaptation.

A reception will follow the program in St.
Peter’s parish hall. It will feature hors doeuvres
and a discussion with the Day of Tears director
and cast.

Registration is strongly recommended, but
tickets may be available at the door. Reserva-
tions can be made at www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/day-of-tears-mlk-event. Ticket costs
are $20 for adults and $5 for youth.

For anyone who registered for the event origi-
nally scheduled for January (but was postponed
due to weather), their ticket will be honored on
April 12. If that date no longer works for some-
one who registered previously, they can email
CoDE at code.diversityl@gmail.com and re-
quest a refund.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Friday, 4/10 - Faith and Film Potluck
Gathering at 6 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Sunday,
4/12 - Sunday Worship Service at 10 a.m. (Gil-
ead Church’s Sanctuary; Online; Livestreamed);
Sunday, 4/12 - Board of Missions Meeting at
11:30 a.m. (Parish House); Monday, 4/13 -
Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online via Zoom);
Tuesday, 4/14 - AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fel-
lowship Hall); Wednesday, 4/15 - Wise Warrior
Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday,
4/15 - Book Group at 10:45 a.m. (Fellowship
Hall); Wednesday, 4/15 - Choir Practice at 7
p-m. (Gilead Church’s Sanctuary); Thursday,
4/16 — Church Council Meeting at 7 p.m. (Par-
ish House)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s
services in-person or online through YouTube
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bitly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Springtime Collection for HIHS: This spring,

860-889-0304
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all are invited to give back by donating needed
household cleaning items to Hebron Interfaith
Human Services. Drop off your donations in the
church’s main hallway. For more information,
call the church office at 860-228-3077.

Faith & Film Potluck: Friday, April 10, 6 p.m.
Come to the Fellowship Hall to watch a movie and
share food and company. No RSVP necessary.

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m.

Drum Circle at Gilead: There will be a drum
circle with master drummer Bolokada Conde
of the Bolokada and Friends Village Project,
Inc. at Gilead Church on Thursday, April 30, at
6:30 p.m. Help fundraise for Bolokadas village
in Guinea, West Africa while participating in
an event for beginner and advanced drummers
alike — no experience is necessary to attend. To
reserve your drum, call Carla Pomprowicz at
860-377-1077.

HELO Fundraiser: HELO for Haiti’s Taco
and Trivia Night will be at Gilead Church on
Saturday, May 2, at 5 p.m. Enjoy unlimited ta-
cos and participate in various activities. Tickets
are $25 per person, and can be purchased at the
door. For more information, call Amy Destine
at 860-462-0919.

Favorite Ladies’ Tea and Accessories Swap:
Saturday, May 9, in the Fellowship Hall; time
to be determined. Come to the church along
with your favorite lady, a sweet or savory treat
to share, and an accessory to swap. Tea and re-
freshments will be provided. For more informa-
tion, call the church at 860-228-3077.

Service Hours:
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Cuts, Taxes and Unknowns Shape Budget Talks

By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Finance and Board
of Education held a joint budget workshop on
April 6, which was dominated by two major
questions. How does the town reduce a costly
school budget without hurting students, and
how does it respond to a growing financial prob-
lem tied to the town’s health insurance fund?

The discussion was detailed, emotional and
filled with competing priorities about afford-
ability, transparency and educational quality.

Major Cuts Without Layoffs

The BOE presented over $1.4 million in re-
ductions to its original budget proposal. BOE
Chair Stefanie Tracey-Calash explained that
$1,046,235 in reductions, when combined with
about $350,000 already cut from the proposed
increase, brought the total to more than $1.4
million.

With the reductions, the proposed 2026-27
Board of Education budget now sits at $50.86
million, a $3.56 million, or 7.53%, increase over
current year spending.

Tracey-Calash said the $1.4 million in reduc-
tions was an attempt by the school board to
reach the finance board’s budget goals “without
impacting classroom teachers and ... the stu-
dent experience” A key point that was repeated

during the meeting was that no layoffs were in-
cluded. Instead, the savings came from vacan-
cies, retirements and shifting roles.

Assistant Superintendent of Schools Jessica
Kuckel described the approach as “creative” and
student-focused.

“What we're really proud of is that what we're
looking at did not cut out the hearts of any
building or any program,” she said. “We're look-
ing at keeping core programs in place ... with-
out taking steps back”

However, she acknowledged there are still
impacts. For example, class sizes may increase
slightly. “We might be starting at 20 or 21 [stu-
dents] next year ... without reducing folks be-
cause of budget”

One of the most important parts of the dis-
cussion came when BOF members asked what
deeper cuts would look like. Kuckel gave a blunt
answer, saying that “wed be coming in and talk-
ing about a complete overhaul of potentially the
middle school team model”

She also warned that further reductions could
mean fewer course offerings in the high school,
changes to when subjects like world languages
are offered, larger class sizes and reduced stu-
dent choice and academic pathways. “You can

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has announced
a trip coming up. Trips are available to senior
center members and their adult guests over the
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or full trip descriptions,
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday,
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost
is $167 per person, and includes transportation
and lunch. Space is limited.

Goodspeed - Jesus Christ Superstar &
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3,
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the
Gelston House.

City Island Lobster House - Bronx, N.Y.:
Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a
scenic ride across the bridge from the Bronx
to City Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at
City Island Lobster House, and afternoon shop-
ping at Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171
per person, which includes transportation and
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lunch.

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one, experi-
ence an authentic Amish dinner prepared by an
Amish family. Overnight accommodation will
be at the Comfort Suites Amish Country. On
day two, visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature
Horse Farm, then go to Sight & Sound Theater
for Joshua. Cost is $509 per person (double or
triple occupancy) and includes the motorcoach,
one night hotel, one breakfast, one dinner, ad-
missions, tour escort, driver and tour director
gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4 -17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, immersive local tours, au-
thentic food, culture in Berlin, Prague, Vienna,
Budapest, and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night
trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12
breakfasts, one lunch, and six Dinners). Contact
senior center staff for availability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13 -16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly
on the beach. Explore Assateague Island, visit
the historic town of Berlin and board the As-
sateague Tour Cruise and look for dolphins,
horses, and more. Also, explore Fenwick Island
Lighthouse, visit the Discover Sea Museum and
enjoy an afternoon on the boardwalk. Cost is
$949/person (double or triple occupancy).

(’“va‘

only get classes so big. ... [It could mean] reduc-
tion in choices of courses for students,” Kuckel
explained.

Tracey-Calash added that deeper cuts would
likely require layoffs, which the proposal cur-
rently avoids. The layoffs, she added, would
have “trickle-down impacts,” such as affects on
programs and course offerings. Plus, she noted,
there would be unemployment compensation to
factor in.

Taxpayer Concerns

Many residents voiced strong concerns about
rising taxes. Resident Jeff Mattson shared, “My
personal taxes have gone up by almost $800.
And that’s not motor vehicles, that’s just the
property tax. And the mill rate proposal that
you're doing this time without the reductions is
well over two times what it was in the last two
years.

“So that’s $1,000 more for this year, which is
double any year in the 10 years I've been here in
Colchester” He then argued that the proposed
cuts were still not enough. “I think it’s way too
much. ... I'd like to see a number come back
around 1 to 1.5 mil, which is going to mean a
lot more cuts”

BOF members echoed these pressures. John
Thomas, a Republican, summed up the chal-
lenge. “Nobody wants to see cuts, but nobody
can afford this budget either”

Insurance Fund Crisis Looms Over Budget

A large portion of the meeting focused on
the town’s currently troubled health insurance
reserve fund. As of March 21, Linkkila reported
that the balance was “$443,309.77” But con-
cerns were raised about past decisions that were
made, missing transfers and unexpected costs.

BOF member Jillian Vinci, a Democrat, de-

scribed the situation as a “perfect storm,” while
others questioned whether the warning signs
had been ignored. Resident Mike Dubreuil
pointed to past spending, saying, “there is at
least, by what I can see, $95,000 taken out of the
health reserve or money that was supposed to
be intended for these employees’ health insur-
ance — it was spent on things like maintenance
contracts and workout equipment.”

Officials confirmed that a forensic audit has
been underway to determine what happened.
However, no results are available yet, much to
everyone’s chagrin. Tracey-Calash then clarified
the purpose of the audit: “We did not ask for the
audit because we were trying to uncover any
fraud ... [but] to understand how we ended up
where we are today”

The unresolved audit has clearly created un-
certainty about how to proceed with the bud-
get, with residents and board members alike.
Some wondered whether the town should wait
before approving any budget until the audit is
complete.

Republican Town Committee President Ol-
ivia Duksa, who said she was speaking as an
individual, compared it to a bank loan process.
“The bank won't give money ... until theyre
done with their investigation.”

BOF Chair Karen Belding, a Democrat, ac-
knowledged the dilemma. “We need to ... have
a budget before the end of the fiscal year;” she
said, and noted “we don’t have a clear end date”
for the audit.

Despite those concerns, Belding felt she al-
ready understood the financial situation enough
to act. “The situation that we're in numbers-wise
is pretty clear at this point.”

Lions Club Collecting Donations, Eyeglasses

The Colchester Lions Club will hold its an-
nual Sight Saver Weekend the weekend of April
17-19.

Collection locations will be: Noel’s Market on
Friday, April 17 from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, April
18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, April
19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; also, Stop & Shop on
Saturday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and

Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fifty percent of the funds raised during this
weekend will go to Connecticut Lions Eye Re-
search Foundation. The rest of the money raised
will go towards local causes at the end of the Li-
ons’ year.

Lions Club members will also be collecting
used eyeglasses all weekend.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at
60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday,
9 am.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p-m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through
June.

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)

Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 « 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm
www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Starting at
$75.00 a Day
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SHOULD INCLUDE YOUR
CHIMNEY ALSO! o
CALL TODAY' -
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Call 860-537-1717 today!
TRI-COUNTY
CHIMNEY SERVICE 1.c

FULLY INSURED & STATE LICENSED
TED FUINI, Owner ¢ LICENSE #554259
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TII[ RENTAL CENTER OF COLLHESTER

Why Buy? When You Can Rent!

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $167.99 « 5-Steps only $205.99

Matt Faski Jack Faski
Sales Associate  Owner/Broker

Now is the time

AT CARL GUILD & ASSOCIATES

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

to list your home
or buy your
dream home!
Call us today!
We Are Here To Help With Your Commercial Needs Too!
— 860-214-1147 « www.skyview-realty.com —
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 _

Bobcats « Chippers « Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters « Over Seeders o Tile Saws
Excavators ¢ Trenchers « Air Compressors
Log Splitters « Compactors « & much more
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Co-Ed Adult Softball

Funds for' Food and Fuel..

. Colchester Communfy Theatre (CCT) raised $1,400 of

'Y

the Colchester Food and Fuel Bank through audience donations collected during its
February production of Sister Act. The $1,405.25 raised will support local families
in need, helping to provide essential food and heating assistance. Pictured from left
are Amanda Backer, choreographer and CCT board member; Michelle Heaton, social
services coordinator of the Colchester Food and Fuel Bank; and Diane Ozmun, presi-
dent of CCT. Frozen will be CCT’s February 2027 production. For more information
about the organization, visit colchestercommunitytheatre.com.

The Colchester History Museum is now
open Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. through
the end of December.

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colches-
ter’s Role in the Revolutionary War?” Discover
Colchester’s early commitment to help defend
Boston in 1775 and the individuals who made
a difference in the conflict. Get ready for the
nation’s 250th Anniversary by learning more
about Colchester’s contributions.

Experience histories of people and places
in the “ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

History Museum Opens Sunday

Stroll down memory lane with Ye Olde Well,
Gregory’s Soda Shop or Levine and Levine.
Do you know when the first telephone came
to Colchester?

The Colchester History Museum, located at
24 Linwood Ave,, is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting
the people and events in Colchester’s history.
Guided and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colches-
ter Historical Society at mail@colchesterhis-
tory.org or 860-537-3240.

[t
Restavrant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Brought to you by the owners of

Portofino’s in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday

11am to 9pm

Disaster
could
show
up at
YOUR

Weekly Specials*

— For Dine-In Only ——

Military Mondays
15% Off Food. Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays

Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with

your choice of Steak gov/plan
Thank You Thursdays Re ad;f
15% Off Food. Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers
Must provide work ID &
FEMA

jq *Ask server for more info if needed

doorstep.

Make
a plan
today.

Ready.

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

COUNCIL

Colchester is now accepting registration for a
newly formed co-ed adult softball league.

Teams are being formed in Colchester, East
Hampton and Portland. Games may be played
in all three towns in July and August. You have
the option of registering with a team, or as an
individual to be added to a team with open po-
sitions. Rosters must have a minimum of four
women and will be capped at 15 players. Town
recreation departments will provide the fields,
balls and umpires - each team must provide
their own bats and catchers equipment.

The fee is $550 per team to cover the town ex-
penses associated with games.

Registration will close on June 1, at which
point game schedules, rules and more informa-
tion will be sent out. If you have any questions,
please reach out to Colchester Parks and Recre-
ation at (860) 537-7297.

To register in Colchester, go to colchesterc-
trec.recdesk.com/Community/Home. To regis-
ter in East Hampton or Portland, use their town
websites.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Womens Breakfast: Meets
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet
the first Saturday of the month, and the women
meet the third Saturday of the month.

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Christian Life Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev.
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 am. A
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30

a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p.m. All are invited.

Upcoming Events: Clothing Swap: Saturday,
April 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Celebrate creation care
by sharing and reusing clothing in this commu-
nity-focused event.

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s
theme is: [llumination Station: “Shine a Light on
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery
for children.

Memorial Day Parade Coming

On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its
annual Memorial Day Parade. The parade is a
community effort and the local groups are en-
couraged to participate to make this event a suc-
cess.

Each contingent willing to march or prepare
a float will be able to obtain an application form
online, from the Colchester first selectman’s of-
fice or at Town Hall after March 31; email aed-
wards@colchesterct.gov.

The parade committee expects to have several
military units represented, including the Army
National Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. Navy,

U.S. Marine Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard, and the
Air Force Reserve.

The theme of this year’s parade will be “Col-
chester Honors 250 Years of Heroes” There will
also be a grand marshal and guest speaker who
will soon be nominated. Residents of Colchester
can offer suggestions for these positions to the
parade committee.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again
award prizes for the best volunteer marching
unit, best float meeting this year’s parade theme,
and most creative float.

Parks & Rec News & Notes

Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following programs and events.
Registration required unless noted. For full
program descriptions and to register, visit www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks
and Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or
at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Auditions for Shakespeare on the Green:
Twelfth Night: Colchester Actors’ Theatre is
holding auditions Wednesday, April 15, and
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the Youth Cen-
ter, 95 Norwich Ave., for this summer’s outdoor
production of Twelfth Night by William Shake-
speare. All roles are being cast. All actors age 16
and up are invited to audition, and are asked to
prepare contrasting classical or Shakespearean
monologues for the audition. Pre-registration
is encouraged but walk-ins are also welcome.
Show dates are June 25 and 26 on the Town
Green. Contact parksandrec@colchesterct.gov
with any questions or to reserve an audition
time.

Spring Clean-Up: Sunday, April 25, 8 a.m.-
noon. All registered participants will receive an
email with more details about two weeks prior
to the event. After cleaning, enjoy free ice cream
at noon at Mel's Downtown Creamery. The first
50 people to register will get a free T-shirt.

Bike Rodeo: Saturday, May 2, at 10 a.m., at
the Guardian Angels/St. Andrew parking lot,
128 Norwich Ave. This free event will feature
hands-on safety instruction, obstacle courses,
helmet fittings, and interactive skill stations.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Registration encouraged, but walk-ins will be
welcome as space allows.

Trail Medallions: Starting April 14, you can
find medals on the Air Line Trail (Colchester/
Westchester section), Cohen Woodlands, Sa-
blitz Preserve, and Bulkeley Hill Preserve! Me-
dallions will be ready for finding beginning
April 14. Keep your eyes peeled, and don't forget
to register your medallions at colchesterct.gov/
medals.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, April 24, 6-8 p.m.,,
at Colchester Senior Center. Cost is $25/team.
Max of 10 teams of four allowed. Children can
be included on a team, but there must be at least

two adults on each team.

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays
through May 20 (classes started April 1; no class
April 15), 6-7 p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermedi-
ate School, for ages 15 and older. Cost: $60/
resident, $65/non-resident, though drop-ins
are welcome, at $12 per class. Minimum of four
participants needed, with a maximum of 30.

Golf Lessons: Wednesdays, April 22-May 20,
6-7 p.m., at Chanticlair Golf Course. For ages 16
and up. Cost: $100/resident, $105/non-resident.
Minimum of four participants needed, with a
maximum of eight.

Spring Awakening: Plant ID & Mindful Na-
ture Walk: Saturday, April 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at
Ruby Cohen Woodlands. All ages are welcome;
beginner-friendly. Cost is $15/person (children
accompanied by a paying adult are no charge).
Minimum of four participants needed; no max-
imum.

Women’s Basketball: Tuesdays, April 21-May
26, 7-9 p.m., at JJIS, for ages 18 and over. Cost:
$25/resident, $30/non-resident. Minimum of 10
participants needed, with a maximum of 24.

Krav Maga and Kickboxing for Teens: Tues-
days and Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 5:45-6:30
p.m., at 360 Defense, 52 Mill St, for ages 12-15.
Cost: $120 for 10 classes (two classes per week
for five weeks). Minimum of one participant
needed, with a maximum of 10.

Yoga, Mindful Tools, and More!: Wednes-
days, May 6-20, after school until 4:30 p.m., at
CES, for students in grades K-2. Cost is $40.
Minimum of six participants needed, with a
maximum of eight.

Colchester
S ring Clean-u

The Colchester Garden Club will clean up
the pollinator garden at Cohen Woodlands, 96
McDonald Rd., on Saturday, April 25. Clean-up
will begin at 8:30 am.

Volunteers are welcome. Volunteers are en-
couraged to wear gloves and to bring water to
drink. Sign up for this event at www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department/events/142796.

In the event of rain, the clean-up will be can-
celed.
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Giving Garden Fundraiser

The Colchester Giving Garden has been cho-
sen to be the recipient of our local Stop and
Shop’s “Bloomin’ 4 Good” flower bouquet fund-
raiser for April.

For each bouquet sold at the Linwood Avenue
Stop and Shop through April 30, one dollar will
be donated to the Giving Garden. The bouquets
are marked “Bloomin’ 4 Good” and the dona-
tion will be automatically taken at the register.

The Giving Garden is an all-volunteer veg-
etable garden on Norwich Avenue that grows
and donates all of the fresh produce to the town
food bank and area soup kitchens to help those
in need. Everyone is welcome to come join in
at the garden as the volunteers start their 14th
year soon.

For more information, email colchester-
givinggarden@gmail.com.

Local Family Honored by Cancer Foundation

The Parsons family of Colchester was recently
honored by The ECHO (Eastern Connecticut
Hematology and Oncology) Cancer Foundation
at its fourth annual Beacon of Hope Gala.

A highlight of the evening was the presen-
tation of the Christie Beausoleil Happy Heart
Award, established last year to honor individu-
als and families who exemplify compassion,
generosity, and a commitment to making a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

This year’s honorees included the Parsons

family - Matt, Molly, and Connor, who ECHO
said “embody the true spirit of community, love,
and legacy”

The foundation wrote that, in honor of a
loved one who battled cancer, the Parsons con-
tinually give their time and resources to support
families in need, from providing holiday gifts to
raising funds and awareness.

“Their unwavering compassion continues to
touch countless lives,” ECHO said.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, April 13: 9 a.m., Making Memories,
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Inspired
by Art; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon,
Fitness Orientation by appointment; 12:30 p.m.,
Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back.

Tuesday, April 14: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., LTCOP Meeting;
10:30 a.m., Ivy Rehab - Fall Prevention; 12:30
p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole, AARP Meet-
ing; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 2 p.m., Senior Golf League
Meeting; 6 p.m., Journey with Joni.

Wednesday, April 15: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., Spring Fe-
ver Luncheon; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m.,
Cardio; 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, April 16: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Card-Making
with Barbara; 10:30 a.m., Shopping Trip; 11
a.m., Yoga; noon, Senior Benefits Counseling;
12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Domi-
noes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet; 5:30 p.m., Pizza &

Red Cross Blood Drive

American Legion Post 54 will hold a Red
Cross Blood Drive at Saint Joseph Polish
Club, 395 South Main St., on Monday, April
27, from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., for a Red Cross
Blood Drive.

While donations of all blood types are
needed, the American Legion said the Red
Cross especially needs Type O Negative and
Type B Negative blood donors right now.

Download the American Red Cross app
or go to the Red Cross website at www.red-
crossblood.org to make an appointment.
Walk-ins can also be accommodated.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Movie; 6 p.m., Mindfulness for Everyday Living

— Class 3.

Friday, April 17: 9 am. Social Service

Hours, Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit;
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon,
Tech Time with Harry; 12:30 p.m., CHOICES
Counseling; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Mixed Media Art Adventure: Tuesdays

starting April 20 at 10 am. In this six-week
workshop, beginner and intermediate students

will create unique artworks. Design elements,

design principles, color theory, and even a little

art history will be touched upon lightly in pass-
ing. Jeff Poole is instructor. Cost is $60 per per-
son. Space is limited.

Trivia Night: Tuesday, April 21, 6 p.m. Snacks

will be provided, and prizes will be given. Cost is $7.

Oil Painting with Brianna: Thursday, April
23, 6 p.m. All levels welcome. You will leave with

a finished painting that evening. Cost is $20.
Evening Documentary - Martha: Tuesday,

April 28, 5:30 p.m. Martha Stewart built an em-

pire with her impeccable taste and business acu-

men. One phone call changed everything. She
tells her story in this 2024 documentary, which
runs one hour and 56 minutes. No registration

required.
Ultimate Bingo: Thursday, April 30, 6 p.m.

Space is limited for this monthly game, where
you pay to play and the prizes are bigger. Cost is

$10, and registration is required.

Vendors Wanted

The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-

ing for vendors that sell dog related items for
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park” The

event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-

day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain

date of Sunday, May 31.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs,

and other canine entertainment.
Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth.

There is no charge for nonprofit organizations. If

you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.com.

Polka Dinner Dance

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, located at 395
South Main St., will host a polka dinner dance
Sunday, April 12.

Dinner will be served at 1 p.m. and will in-
clude choice of meatloaf or corned beef, baked
potato, vegatable, salad, roll with butter and
dessert. The Eastern Sound Band will play from
2-6 p.m.

Advanced tickets only. Tickets are $25 each
and can be purchased at the club. Call 860-537-
2550 for more information.

Colchester Cares, a giving group that sup-
ports various causes in Colchester, will next
meet at the Carl Guild Community Room, 392
South Main St. (right across from the Polish
Club), on Wednesday, April 21, at 7 p.m.

At the meeting, members who commit to
donating $100 a quarter present current needs
in town and then vote online after the meet-
ing on where to send the groups collective
donations. The group was established in 2020

Colchester Cares Meets April 21

and has donated over $70,000 to Colchester
causes since it began.

Colchester Cares always welcomes new
members who are interested in giving back
to the community. To learn more about the
group, attend the April 21 meeting or visit
the group’s website, www.colchestercares.org.
You can be a member - suggest causes, vote,
and donate - all online. Attending meetings is
not mandatory.

Mobil
$5.00 OFF

Full Service
Oil Change

includes fluid top off,
vacuuming, tire pressure

WE DRIVE VEHICLE IN, YOU RELAX!
EXPIRES 4/30/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

FULL SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR

Brakes, Oil Changes,
Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

* ok ok ok k

%X No Appointment Necessary *

240 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT « 860-537-2515
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Book-Signings with Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander,
an award-winning author known for bringing
ocean science to life for young audiences, has
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea.

To celebrate, she will be hosting several events
across the region, including book-signings and
interactive storytimes designed to engage curi-
ous, ocean-loving kids.

Upcoming events include: Tuesday, April 14,
4 p.m. - Book-signing at River Bend Bookshop
in Glastonbury; Sunday, April 19, 12:30 p.m. -
Earth Day storytime and craft at Salem Com-
munity Park Pavilion; Saturday, May 30, 11 a.m.

Colchester Honors
On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its
annual Memorial Day Parade. The theme of this
year’s parade will be “Colchester Honors 250
Years of Heroes” All local groups are encour-
aged to participate to make this event a success.
Parade applications are now available online at
www.colchesterct.gov; select ‘First Selectman’s
Office’ under “Town Services’
Each contingent willing to march or bring
a float must obtain an application online or
contact the first selectman’s office by email ae-
dward@colchesterct.gov and return it to the
first selectman’s office at Town Hall. The parade
committee expects to have several military units
represented. They included the Army National
Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine
Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard and the Air Force
Reserve.
Some of Colchester’s residents are veterans of

- Storytime and signing at Bank Square Books
in Mystic; Saturday, June 27, 11 a.m. — Storytime
at Salem Public Library.

These programs introduce children to marine
animals like the giant cuttlefish and anglerfish
through storytelling and hands-on activities.

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident
currently residing in Colchester. Her previous
book, Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep, won
the Cook Prize for Excellence in STEM Litera-
ture, was Junior Library Guild pick, a Louisiana
Book Choice selection, and was nominated for
a Nutmeg Award.

250 Years of Heroes

World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam and the
Middle East wars. This parade will be a special
time to honor their service and the veterans of
all the great wars. The grand marshal will be
Paul Spedaliere. The parade will also feature
state Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) as the guest
speaker during the gathering on the Veterans
Green. Marching units and floats should arrive
at the William J. Johnston Middle School by
11:30 a.m. and the parade will start promptly at
12:30 p.m.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again
award cash prizes for the best volunteer march-
ing unit, best float meeting this year’s parade
theme, and most creative float.

This will be Colchester’s highlight in celebrat-
ing Colchester’s entire veterans community who
have served the nation since 1776.

OBGYN and Midwifery of Connecticut
X ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS %

Proud to offer personalized care to patients
and families of Eastern Connecticut.
— OUR SERVICES —
* Pre-pregnancy planning and Pre-natal care
* PCOS management
* Peri-menopause and Menopause Care
* Gynecological Surgery
* Mammography
* Contraception
* Routine Wellness visits

To schedule an appointment, please call:
860-649-1120 or 860-450-7227

— OUR PROVIDERS —

Dr. Roa Alammari ¢ Dr. Christine Armstrong
Dr. Robert Gildersleeve ¢ Dr. Danielle Martin
Dr. Lesley Gumbs ¢ Dr. Lydia Lormand
e Dr. Debora Zamora
Dr. Rabale Hasan ¢ Dr. Katharine Sweeney
Virginie Eklund, CNM e« Bridget Forte, CNM
Shannon Morgan, CNM ¢ Lauren Startz, CNM
Stephanie Welsh, CNM ¢ Jessica Nivison, CNM
Pamela Frappier, PA « Cory Arnold, APRN

— OUR LOCATIONS —

121 Broadway, Suite 2
Colchester
388 West Center Street
Manchester

%

Connecticut

Womens Health opcyn and midwitery

21 Ledgebrook Drive
Mansfield
394 West Center Street

Manchester
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Portland she never quite realized how much. Marlborough

Darlene Rice

“She cleaned the rooms
of her soul so that she
could live more presently”
- C. Russo

If you are reading this,
Darlene M. Rice, of Port-
land, a woman whose
generosity of spirit shaped
every moment of her life,
passed quietly over the
rainbow bridge, to join her
beloved dogs, whom she
loved dearly. She leaves a legacy of love, authen-
ticity, and a heart that was forever open to others.

To know Darlene was to feel seen, heard, and
cared for. She had an extraordinary gift: the
ability to help others simplify their lives-clear-
ing away the noise and clutter to make space for
what truly mattered. Whether it was through
a thoughtful conversation, a helping hand, or
quiet encouragement, Dar had a way of guiding
people back to themselves. Her wisdom wasn’t
loud; it was lived.

Darlene believed in living authentically and
did so with quiet courage. She didn’t chase
trends or follow the crowd. She knew who she
was and walked her path with confidence and
grace. She found joy in ordinary things, like
cultivating her impressive tomato garden (one
could never have enough tomatoes), watching
her dogs nap by her side, listening to her grand-
children play, and feeling the sun on her face.

Darlene cherished her relationships more
than anything. Her family was her anchor. Her
husband of almost 20 years, Dean, was as solid
as the quarry where they both were caretakers.
Darlene found her perfect match in Dean, as he
matched her energy and spirit. Together, they
were a force of nature, partners in every adven-
ture and every quiet moment. They traveled,
rode motorcycles, jet skied, and camped, always
seeking new experiences and finding joy in the
simple things. Whether uncovering a hidden
gem beneath the quarry’s debris or watching the
sun dip below the horizon, they shared a spiri-
tual connection that grounded them. Every day,
they made time to appreciate the beauty around
them and within each other, a love story defined
by passion, laughter, and a shared zest for life.

Together, in her unique partnership with
Dean, they taught their community how perse-
verance, faith, and hard work could turn their
vision of the quarry into a sanctuary for healing
and loving for the many people who visited. If
you were fortunate enough to experience one of
the drum circles there, or chose Quarry View as
your wedding spot, which was officiated by Dar-
lene, you felt the power of the land that had Dar-
lene and Dean’s heart and hand prints all over it.

At the center of Darlene’s world was her
daughter, Brittany. Darlene shared an extraor-
dinary bond with Britt, one built on love and
a deep, unspoken understanding. She was the
kind of mom who didn’t just support her daugh-
ter’s passions; she lived them right alongside
her. When Brittany was a young teen, Darlene
would take her to concerts of all her favorite
bands, cheering louder than anyone else in the
crowd. Even when she had a full arm cast (the
result of a self-inflicted “tennis elbow” from rid-
ing the waves a little too hard on the jet ski) she
never missed a beat. That was Darlene: unstop-
pable, spirited, and always up for a good time,
no matter the circumstances. Their bond was
filled with mutual admiration. Brittany was not
only Darlene’s greatest joy, but also her greatest
teacher. Through Brittany and her children, Tay-
lor and Max, Darlene learned profound lessons
about resilience, presence, and the kind of love
that asks nothing in return. Being a mother and
a grandmother were her most cherished roles,
and she poured her heart into every moment.

She also shared a special bond with her son-
in-law, Brett, whose steady kindness and love
for Brittany and the children was proven time,
and time again. His love naturally extended to
Darlene and Dean, which brought her comfort,
pride, and deep gratitude.

Everyone who knew Darlene remembers her
legendary block parties — events that became
neighborhood lore. She always made sure Brit-
tany could invite all her friends, turning the
gatherings into joyful celebrations that were un-
forgettable. Brit will never forget her momss les-
sons in how to properly make (and enjoy) Jell-O
shots. This was a rite of passage taught with Dar-
lene’s signature humor and flair. “Never use your
finger;” shed say with a laugh, demonstrating her
own unique method: separate the Jell-O with
your tongue, then quickly swallow. To Brittany’s
friends, she was “Mama D,” the cool, caring mom
who offered advice, laughter, and a safe space to
just be themselves. Some friends, even at a young
age, thought of her at Christmas, and surprised
her with gifts. She was loved by them all, even if

Darlene had a lifelong, loving connection
with her brother Gary, whose creativity and
unwavering support were a constant in her life.
Their quirky relationship was built on deep mu-
tual respect, (often scaring each other into sub-
lime laughter whenever possible as children),
and the kind of sibling closeness that only grows
stronger with time. Gary, has always been a sol-
id presence in Dar’s life.

One of the most defining moments in Dar-
lene’s life was the loss of her beloved sister, Wen-
dy. That grief became a turning point, a catalyst
that awakened something fierce and beautiful in
Darlene. After Wendy’s passing, she made a vow
to live every single day to the fullest. This began
her “Life is Now. Live it” campaign. Whether it
was a long ride with Dean, a trip to the dump,
a talk with a friend, a shared laugh, or a quiet
moment of reflection, Darlene didn’t waste time
or words. She lived intentionally, knowing how
precious and fleeting life can be.

Darlene’s friendships were wide and deep, nur-
tured over years with love, laughter, and loyalty.
She was able to seamlessly mesh her life in Port-
land with her life in Florida. Dar’s friends from
both places came to know and love each other,
through her. If you were lucky enough to be in
her circle, you knew that her heart, and often
her kitchen, were always open. You always knew
where you stood in her life. For many, she was
a quiet inspiration behind her profound Face-
book posts. For a fortunate few, she allowed you
to enter her heart fully, unabashedly, and had an
impact that changed the way you think and feel.

Darlene lived each day with intention. She
made time for what mattered and let the rest
fall away. She taught those around her that a full
life isn’t measured in things, but in moments-
shared meals, belly laughs, sitting around a fire
with friends, eating cake, warm hugs, and quiet
acts of kindness.

Dar will be missed more than words etched in
Brownstone can say, but her spirit remains in the
lives she touched. She did not shy away from the
hard conversations. Her faith brought her clarity
and comfort. Darlene lives on in all of us, in every
choice to live a little more simply. She encourages
people to clean up their messes, to choose rela-
tionships over “stuff” She cleaned the rooms of
her soul so that she could live more presently.

Darlene was predeceased by her parents,
Mary Louise “Weezie” and Charles Rice. She is
survived by her husband, Dean Soucy; daugh-
ter, Brittany Davis, and son-in-law, Brett Davis;
her grandchildren, Taylor and Max; her brother
Gary and his wife Linda; her nieces, Sarah and
Alison, nephews Mason and James; her mother-
in-law and father-in-law, Yolanda and Gilles
Soucy; and her many cherished friends, far too
many to name, who will carry her memory for-
ward with the same fierce love she gave to them.

A celebration of Darlene’ life will be held at a
later date. She often said that she would “come
back and haunt you” if you wear black to her
celebration.

In lieu of flowers, Darlene would love for you
to donate to Protectors of Animals, because of
how special her dogs have been in her life. And
then maybe, have a Jell-O shot.

“Life is Now. Live it” That was Darlene. And
that is her legacy.

Colchester

Fabiola Carrero

Fabiola Carrero, 94, of Colchester, passed
peacefully Saturday, April 4. Faby is predeceased
by her husband, Abraham Carrero.

Faby was a stay-at-home mom most of their
65 years of marriage. They lived in New York and
Connecticut for most of their marriage; however,
Abe’s position at IBM also took them overseas to
live in Hong Kong and Indonesia. They retired to
Florida and enjoyed living in Tampa Bay and Oc-
ala before moving back to Connecticut. Wherev-
er they put down roots, Faby embraced each new
location and made it home. Faby enjoyed reading
and tried her hand on a variety of crafts but never
missed Bingo days with friends. She always loved
spending time with her children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Faby is survived by: her children, Ronald
Carrero (Kathy Lee Carrero), Nancy Cordova
(Gregory Cordova); grandchildren, Norma
Lee Wallace (Aaron Wallace), Michael Carrero,
Crystal Jahns (Dwayne Jahns); and great-grand-
children, Jacob Wallace, Tori Carrero, Macken-
zie Jahns and Landon Jahns.

She is predeceased by her grandson, Timothy
Cordova.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in her
memory may be made to Ray of Light Farm,
Inc., 232 Town St., East Haddam, CT 06423
(www.rayoflightfarm.org).

All services will be private. National Crema-
tion Services, 444 Farmington Ave., New Brit-
ain, is entrusted with arrangements.

Glastonbury
Christogher Scheu

The family of Chris |
Scheu shares with a heavy |
heart his passing.

Chris is survived by |
his beloved daughter; his |
parents, Robert and Mar-
cia; his brothers, Bob and
Eric; and his sisters-in-law,
Karen and Carey-Beth; as
well as many aunts, uncles, =
and cousins in Connecticut, New York, Florida,
Georgia, Idaho and Massachusetts.

Affectionately known as “Bear” by his neph-
ews, Chris was the gentlest of giants, with a
heart full of love for his daughter and his family.

Chris graduated from Glastonbury High
School, class of 1994, attended Boston College,
and went on to graduate with honors in Engi-
neering from Virginia Polytechnic Institute. A
mechanical engineer like his grandfather, Chris,
had a natural curiosity, could fix anything, and
loved building things. In his senior year he built
a racing car and later constructed a skateboard-
ing ramp from scratch for his nephews.

Chirs loved the outdoors and had a passion
for travel. He explored Asia, Thailand, criss-
crossed Europe, and enjoyed hiking the most
difficult trails of the Adirondacks.

The brightest light of Chriss life was his
daughter. He was happiest when he was with
her, and he beamed with pride whenever he
spoke about her.

Chris will live forever in our hearts, and his
spirit continues in his beautiful daughter. We
take comfort in believing that Chris has found
peace and we keep in our prayers all those who
carry unseen burdens.

A member of St. Mary Church, Chris’ faith
was an important part of his life.

Marlborough

Frank Charles Saglio

Frank Charles Saglio,
87, of Marlborough,
passed away Thursday,
April 2, at Middlesex Hos-
pital. Born Aug. 21, 1938
in Hartford he was the
son of the late Charles and
Laura (DiCioccio) Saglio.

Frank had worked as
the hatchery manager for
Arbor Acres poultry farm l
in Glastonbury for 50+ years before his retire-
ment. Arbor Acres was initially started in 1917 by
Frank’s grandfather when he emigrated from Italy.

Frank was an avid lover of antiques, especially
radios and phonographs. He loved going to tag
sales, flea markets, etc. in search of treasures. He
also loved spending time outside in nature. He
had numerous bird feeders and you would often
find him sitting in his yard, enjoying all the dif-
ferent types of birds that would come.

He was always thrilled to hear the peep frogs
in the spring, see the first flowers of spring, and
loved pussy willows and lilacs. He had a huge
flower garden at one point, and people would of-
ten drive by and stop to admire its beauty. After
work on the warm summer nights, he would be
outside watering the garden for a couple hours.
It truly brought him joy. He enjoyed planting
trees and bushes, specifically holly bushes, red
maples and many assorted evergreens. He loved
large assorted cactus plants, and had many vari-
eties. He truly had a green thumb!

In his younger days, he had a Harley and
drove it all the way down the east coast to Flor-
ida numerous times. He often reminisced about
that, and often wished he still had a motorcycle!

He enjoyed the holidays spent with family, the
large Saglio Thanksgivings, the magic of Christ-
mas, and the childhood treasures that we put in
his stocking each year: tangerines, figs, nuts and
a few chocolates. Those treasures brought back
some of his fondest childhood memories.

Frank was a member of Buckingham Congre-
gational Church in Glastonbury. He is survived
by his former wife, Sandy Davies of Marlbor-
ough; his three sons, Frank Saglio (Kara) of New
Hampshire, Phillip Saglio of Colchester, Joshua
Saglio of Glastonbury; his daughter, Jaclyn Sa-
glio (Francesco) of Italy; his brother, Dominic
Saglio (Ellen) of Florida; and his beloved grand-
children, Lorenzo, Alice and Violet.

His family was his pride and joy. Frank will be
dearly missed by many.

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Friday, April 17,
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Funeral services will be
held Saturday, April 18, at 11 a.m., in Bucking-
ham Congregational Church, 16 Cricket Lane,
Glastonbury. Burial will be private.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Timothy Allen Foley

Timothy Allen Foley,
54, of Marlborough, be-
loved husband of 30 years
to Cheryl (Pfanstiehl)
Foley, passed away Satur-
day, April 4, at Hartford
Hospital, after a brief bat-
tle with cancer. Born Aug.
24, 1971, in Manchester,
he was the son of the late
William and Dorothy
(Bagot) Foley.

Tim was a lifelong resident of Marlborough
and had worked as a mason until his illness. If
you've ever lived in Marlborough (or Connecti-
cut) there is a good chance you've walked past
or lived near something that Tim has built. As a
skilled mason, his hands were rarely still and his
work ethic was unmatched. He worked every
chance he got, not just to provide, but because
he took genuine pride in being helpful to every-
one he met. If you've spent any time with him,
you know he’s the first to offer a hand and the
first to crack a joke. His kindness was as solid
as the stone he laid, and his laughter was a con-
stant in the lives of everyone he met.

Besides his wife Cheryl, he is survived by his
daughter, Racheal Allen-Foley of Marlborough;
his two sons, Connor Foley of Colchester, Ryan
Foley of Marlborough; sister, Denise Vashalifski
of Marlborough; brother, James Foley (Jennifer)
of Colchester; his beloved grandchildren, Gage
Alos, Ryker Alos and Cason Gagnon; many
loved nieces and nephews; and not to forget, his
dog Lola whom he adored.

He was predeceased by his brother, David
Foley, and sister, Patricia Zaino.

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Mon-
day, April 13, from 5-8 p.m.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton

Gregory Bruce Butler

Gregory Bruce But-
ler, 74, of East Hampton,
passed away peacefully
Tuesday, March 31, after
a long courageous battle
of fatty liver disease, can-
cer and dementia. He was
born in Stamford Nov. |
2, 1951, to the late Jayne
Melbourne Calvert, and
late Bruce Wm. Butler.

Greg was a Milford police officer, until chas-
ing a criminal took his livelihood away, that
he loved so much. He joined the Jaycees when
moving to East Hampton, met a lot of great peo-
ple and enjoyed it. Greg was an East Hampton
Little League baseball coach for years, and Port-
land Dukes Football coach. He loved coaching
and guiding kids on and off the field. Spending
time with his own kids was very important to
him on the field and off.

Greg and Bonnie started their own business
for solar, expanded to additions, and homes,
then finally a part of a development in Farm-
wood, Colchester.

He loved spending time with his three sons,
especially owning and racing the cars and
trucks, traveling to Waterford, Stafford, New
Hampshire, and New York. Spending family
time at the tracks was the highlight of his life.
Two sons racing, the other the crew chief, made
him very proud. Having family together every
weekend all working, busy, eating Mom’s food,
was truly a good day for him.

Every sport always included the family; he in-
stilled an attitude of ‘keep fighting, give 110%,
the best you can be! His favorite racing motto
was “We work together, We win together” for
his family togetherness.

His famous quote, “Family is forever,” held
true. He is survived by his wife Bonnie (Burrell)
Butler of 53 years; three sons and family — Dan-
iel, his wife Lisette, and grandchildren Keiynan,
Janoabh, Silas, Josiah, Michael Arce; Richard and
granddaughter Aubrey; and Gregory, his wife
Marielita, and grandchildren Quincy, Waylon,
Rhett and Alex Pareja.

He was predeceased by Jason Gregory.

He is also survived by special companions
Bella, who never left his side at home, and
warned Momma when he tried getting out of
bed, and Lyla, who supplied unconditional love
and emotional support he needed.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
Greg’s name to “Middlesex Health Hospice Pro-
gram” c/o Middlesex Health Office of Philan-
thropy, 28 Crescent St., Middletown, CT 04657.

A celebration of life will be held at the conve-
nience of the family.
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East Hampton

Robert Ritchie

Robert Ritchie, 89, of
Gilford, N.H. passed
away peacefully at home
on Sunday, March 29. He
was born on March 1,
1937, in Manchester, the
son of the late Eva and
William Ritchie Sr.

Robert was married to
the late Sandra Ritchie.
They made their home
in East Hampton, where
they raised their three children.

Bob joined the Marines in 1955 and served
until 1963. He then made a career at United
Technologies Research Center, East Hartford, as
a lead technician. He shared many stories of his
adventures and travels. Bob was a loyal member
of the Anchor Lodge NO. 112, AF & AM Ma-
sonic Fraternity for 53 years and was a member
of the Washington Social Club in Manchester.
He played drums in the Manchester Pipe Band.

Upon his retirement, he moved to Gilford,
N.H., where he and his love, the late Eleanor Pri-
or, made their home. Although you wouldn't see
them there often as they were cruising around
in his Corvette, always on the go traveling. They
spent many winters in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. He
met and made friends with everyone along the
way. Some people knew him as Bob, most of his
N.H. buddies called him ZUUUUM, or those at
The Farm at Carter Hill in Connecticut referred
to him as N.H. Bob. He enjoyed staying there
visiting with family and friends, new and old.

He leaves his children: Kevin and his wife
Kathy, Karen and her husband John Giza, and
Keith and his wife Lelena; two grandchildren,
Alessandra Giza and Evan Giza; brother E. Rog-
er Ritchie; and many nieces and nephews. He
also leaves behind his good friends Mike Vala-
vanie and Tom Lawton.

In addition to his parents, he is predeceased
by his wife Sandra Ritchie and brother William
Ritchie Jr.

Special thanks to Ellie’s daughter Patti Prior
for taking care of him when he became ill.

There are no calling hours or services.

Wilkinson-Beane-Simoneau-Paquette Funer-
al Home & Cremation Services/603Cremations.
com, Laconia, N.H., is assisting the family with
the arrangements. For more information and to
view an online memorial, go to www.wilkinson-
beane.com.

Tri-County Memorials

Monuments « Markers « Mausoleums

10% OFF
any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present

ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any

other offer. Certain sizes on certain
products. Expires 4/30/26.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering « Pet Markers
Duplicate Work « Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available’
Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties
Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!
402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200
231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744
366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com
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Colchester
Heinz Alfred Felbert
Heinz Alfred Feib-

ert, recently of Colches- | _., :
ter, and formerly of East |
Northport, N.Y., and New
Ringgold, Pa.,, passed
away at Hartford Hospi-
tal Wednesday, April 1.
Heinz was born Jan. 4,
1939, in Pirmasens, Ger-
many, and was the son of |
the late Karl Heinz and |
Johanna (Vatter) Feibert.

Heinz apprenticed as a bookkeeper for three
years, starting at the age of 14, at Firma J. Sandt,
AG, in Pirmasens, and worked for them for six
years. Heinz then emigrated from Germany to
the United States in 1959, settling briefly in New
York City where he met his future wife, and the
love of his life, Gabriele Anna Kirsch. Heinz
graduated from The Delahanty Institute’s draft-
ing division in 1961, attending school at night
after work, three nights a week for four hours
each night. This work ethic carried throughout
his life in everything he did.

Heinz & Gabi raised their family in East
Northport for over 30 years, where they were
members of the Huntington Liederkranz, a
German singing society, and Heinz coached
both of his children as members of the Cow
Harbor Soccer Club. For the majority of his
career, Heinz was employed by Charles Ross &
Son Company in Hauppauge, NY, initially as a
draftsman, and worked his way up to vice-pres-
ident at Ross Metal Fabricators in Deer Park,
N.Y. Heinz was a gentleman farmer at heart,
spending many hours tending to his vegetable
and fruit gardens, and mowing his lawn, espe-
cially once he retired and moved to Pennsylva-
nia. Before having issues with his eyesight later
in life, Heinz was an avid reader and talented
woodworker.

Most importantly, though, he will be remem-
bered as a devoted and loving husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. His loss will
be mourned by many but he will always be re-
membered with love, especially by his wife, Ga-
briele of 64 years; his children and their spouses,
Roland (Christine) Feibert of Syosset, Long Is-
land, N.Y.,, Heidi (Robert) Esteve of Colches-
ter; grandchildren, Matthew (Marissa) Feibert,
Caroline Feibert (fiancé Michael Fernandez),
Paul Esteve, and Alexander Esteve; great-grand-
children, August and Rowan Feibert; and many
extended family members and friends, in both
the U.S. and Germany.

The family wishes to thank the hospice care
and nursing staff of the 4th floor at the Conklin
Building at Hartford Hospital, for the compas-
sionate care they provided.

Funeral services were held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford
Rd., Colchester, on Tuesday, April 7. Burial fol-
lowed in the New St. Andrew Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, donations in Heinz’s memory may be
made to the Colchester Garden Club or Read
to Grow (a Connecticut nonprofit dedicated to
bringing books and literacy to children), or to a
charity of your choice.

For online condolences or to share a story of
Heinz, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
-Cleaning - Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

]D)OM]JN 1[ ‘K c&

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no

more than a family can afford.”

Colchester

George Adams Sr.

George ‘Terry Ad-
ams Sr., 80, passed away
peacefully at home Sun-
day, March 29.

Born Jan. 4, 1946, Ter-
ry grew up in East Ha-
ven, where he developed |
a strong sense of fam-
ily, community and hard
work that guided him
throughout his life. He ‘
began raising his family in
Hamden and later in Durham before eventually
settling in Colchester.

Terry’s 52-year career began with New Ha-
ven Savings Bank, where he worked as a sec-
ond-shift sorter operator. As the organization
evolved, that department became Northeast
Datacom, which was later acquired by Fiserv.
Terry continued his career through these transi-
tions, ultimately retiring as a solutions network
engineer. He took great pride in his work and
was widely respected for his knowledge, dedi-
cation, and reliability throughout his long and
distinguished career.

Outside of work, Terry found joy in life’s
simple pleasures. He loved gardening, metal de-
tecting, and spending time outdoors, as well as
traveling and exploring new places. From Sun-
day drives and early adventures mailing letters
to himself from different towns just to collect
the postmarks, to cross-country journeys with
no set agenda — heading out along the north-
ern route and returning through the southern
— Terry embraced the spirit of discovery. Along
the way, he found a special place that became his
home away from home on Martha’s Vineyard.

Terry was also a man of deep faith. He loved
singing in the choir, participating in the men’s
prayer group, and attending the annual men’s
retreat with St. John Fisher parish. His faith
was an important part of his life and a source of
strength, fellowship, and joy.

Over the years, Terry generously gave his time
to others through community involvement. He
volunteered with Boy Scout Troop 27 in Dur-
ham, coached his company’s girls’ softball team,
delivered Meals on Wheels in Colchester, and
volunteered at St. John Fisher Church and Ando-
ver Hebron and Marlborough (AHM) Youth and
Family Services for various community projects.

Terry is survived by his beloved wife, Paulette
(Masse) Adams; his beloved blended family,
George Adams Jr. and wife Dawn (Glenney),
John Adams and wife Amy (Prozesky), David
Adams and partner John Elmer, Liza (Monte-
merlo) Bonadies and husband Nick, Renee
(Montemerlo) Poor and husband Chris; his
cherished grandchildren, Kairi Glenney, Jacob
Adams and his partner Shakaira Adorno, Terry
Adams, Nicholas Bonadies, Caroline Bonadies,
Charlie Poor and Gigi Poor; and great-grand-
children, Aidan Miranda, Amelia Adams and
Aubrey Adams.

He was predeceased by his mother, Muriel
(Caulford) Thibault, and beloved Aunt Annie
(Thresa Dykeman) Adamec and Uncle George
Adamec.

Terry’s legacy lives on through his family to
carry forward his values, his strength, and his

Atrpra- Mr@arthy
FUNERAL HOME

INC.

love.

A funeral Mass will be held Wednesday, April
15, at 11 a.m., at St. John Fisher Church, Marl-
borough. Immediately following will be a cel-
ebration of his life downstairs in the parish hall.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made
to AHM Youth and Family Services, 25 Pendle-
ton Dr., Hebron, CT 06248.

Marlborough
Jeanne Gallagher Shannon

Jeanne Gallagher Shan-
non, 88, passed away FI
peacefully on Easter Sun- gL
day, April 5, a fitting day :
for a woman whose life
was defined by faith, fam- | = ==
ily, love, and generosity of Fi*
spirit. w, (W=

Jeanne met the love of "% ;‘
her life, Frank Shannon, I\
on a beautiful Sunday af- g &
ternoon in Philipsburg, e
Pa. That meeting began a love story that would
span 71 wonderful years of marriage. Together
they built a life filled with laughter, resilience,
deep partnership, and most importantly, a fam-
ily who became their greatest pride and joy.

Born in Throop, near Scranton, Pa., Jeanne
was the daughter of the late Gregory and Sadie
Gallagher and the eldest of four children. She
was predeceased by her brother Jerry and her
sister Rosemary. She leaves behind her dear sis-
ter, Peg Roberts of New Kensington, Pa., and in-
laws, Jack and Aggie Shannon of Philipsburg,
Pa., and Carolyn Gallagher of Casanova, Va.

Jeanne and Frank spent their early married
years moving throughout the country. Their
family grew as they welcomed five children,
each born in a different state. Eventually they
found their forever home in Marlborough,
where Jeanne became a beloved friend, neigh-
bor and community member.

Nothing mattered more to Jeanne than her
family. She was the proud and devoted mother
of Colleen Kaplan (John), Michael Shannon
(Kathleen), Elizabeth Tracey (Tom), Sara Tarca
(Rick), and Amy Hill (Peter). She was their con-
stant supporter, their best listener, and their big-
gest champion. Her legacy continues through
her cherished grandchildren: Hannah Kaplan
(Mark), Brenna Kaplan (Justin); Bridget Jenkins
(Robbie), Joe Shannon (Jen); Emmie Timothy
(Tom), Mary Kate, and Micaela Tracey; Zoe,
Olivia, and Jack Tarca; Norah, Sadie, and Cul-
len Hill. She also leaves behind her treasured
great-grandchildren Oliver, Ava, Frankie, So-
phie, Cayden, and TJ, who brought her endless
happiness and pride.

Additionally, she is survived by many beloved
nieces and nephews who will fondly remember
her warmth, humor, and genuine interest in
their lives. She was especially appreciative of her
relationship with Kim and Allan Minker.

Jeanne and Frank were active, early mem-
bers of St. John Fisher Church in Marlborough,
where their faith and friendships became an
important part of their lives. Jeanne’s faith was
quiet but constant, guiding the way she cared
for others and lived her life.
Jeanne was known for her sharp mind, cre-

See Obituaries, page 30

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Please call our office for personalized
~information on costs and services.
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ative wit, and entrepreneurial spirit. She worked
at Connecticut National Bank, Merry Employ-
ment Group, and Carsan Clegg Realty before
starting her own real estate company, Corner-
stone Realty, in Marlborough. She finally retired
from Glastonbury Healthtrax as an office ad-
ministrator. Jeanne enjoyed nothing more than
her role as the self-appointed family editor-in-
chief. She was quick to spot editorial and gram-
matical errors. We hope this piece has none!

Jeanne lived a full and active life. Whether it
was through her tennis community, swimming,
her book clubs that fed her lifelong love of read-
ing, bridge, or her many friendships, Jeanne
built a life rich with connection. But what we
will remember most is how she showed up -
for games, performances, meetings, and mile-
stones. She sewed individual Easter outfits, cre-
ated scrapbooks to celebrate her grandchildren’s
graduations, learned how to tend and care for
horses, and planned three weddings in one year.
She made sure we knew she was always in our
corner.

Jeanne also showed love through food. She
was an incredible self-taught cook and nothing
made her happier than a full house. Holidays,
birthdays, and summer gatherings were her fa-
vorite times — not only because of the occasion,
but because everyone was together. She shared
recipes and traditions, ensuring we all knew
how to recreate the meals that defined our fam-
ily memories.

Jeanne’s life will be celebrated with visiting
hours at Mulryan Funeral Home in Glastonbury
on Sunday, April 19, from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. John
Fisher Church, 30 Jones Hollow, Marlborough,
on Monday, April 20, at 11 a.m., followed by
burial in Marlboro Cemetery.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers you
consider a donation in Jeanne’s memory to Hos-
pice or a charity of your choosing.

Those who knew Jeanne will remember her
quick humor, her intelligence, her strength, and
her remarkable ability to make people feel wel-
come, valued, and loved. Her greatest joy was
simply being surrounded by her family, watch-
ing it grow across generations.

Jeanne leaves behind a legacy of love,
strength, tradition, and family connection that
will continue to guide those who loved her. Her
family finds comfort knowing that her great-
est accomplishment was the life she built with
Frank and the family they created together.

Oakdale
Keith Jason Mutch

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce
the passing of Keith Jason
Mutch of Oakdale. On
Saturday, April 4, Keith
passed away due to inju- *
ries sustained in an auto-
mobile accident. He was
26 years old. Keith was
born in Norwich on Sept.
6, 1999. He was the son of
Keith William and Diane
Elizabeth (Marinoccio) Mutch of Oakdale.

Keith was a graduate of Montville High
School, where he was a team player on the
school Football and Lacross teams. After high
school, Keith began a career with Electric Boat
as a nuclear pipe fitter, a job which he truly
loved and was so proud to work on the U.S.S.
Columbia. Keith was a true BMW car enthu-
siast. He loved working on cars and drift rac-
ing. Fort Trumbull was one of his favorite local
places to visit, but Walt Disney World trips took
a close second.

Keith had an inviting and gregarious person-
ality, a “Gentle Giant” He loved gathering with
friends and family, always assuming the role of
grill master — expertly flipping burgers, sharing
his secret barbecue sauce recipe, and bringing
everyone together with his warmth. His pres-
ence around the grill sparked laughter and sto-
ries, creating unforgettable moments for all who
joined him.

His tragic and sudden loss will be mourned
by all who knew him, but he will always be re-
membered with love, especially by his parents,
Keith W. and Diane Mutch; his siblings, Cole,
Elizabeth and Freyah Mutch; and many extend-
ed family members and friends.

Calling hours and visitation will be held Sat-
urday, April 18, from 5-7 p.m., at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford
Rd., Colchester. The burial will be held privately.

For online condolences or to share a story of
Keith, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneral-
home.com.

Marlborough

Pauline Marie Denson

Pauline Marie Den-
son, 90, of Marlborough,
passed away Tuesday,
March 31, at Middlesex
Hospital. She was born
Aug. 14, 1935, and raised
on a farm in Atascosa
County, Texas.

Fiercely independent
and always ready for “
something new, she left Texas for California
with her daughter Julie and raised her on her
own until marrying Karen’s father, Minos Cov-
ington, and moving to Connecticut. The family
moved to Austin in the 70s, where she spent the
majority of her adult life. After Minos’ passing
she met and married Bill Denson, who loved
her dearly.

Pauline raised both of her daughters mostly
on her own and was a source of quiet, constant
strength and love. She instilled the importance
of knowledge, art and education in her daugh-
ters. There was always at least one book, some-
times two, nearby. She filled her home with art
that she painted and the sounds of classical
music. She was a supporter and season ticket
holder of the Austin Symphony Orchestra and
Austin Opera.

Pauline worked for the Texas Department of
Licensing for most of her career. Never one to
sit idly, she was busier in retirement than dur-
ing her working years. She was a past deacon
and member of the choir in the St. Mark United
Methodist Church in Austin, and served on the
board of the Austin Gem and Mineral Club.
Most recently she was a member of the Marlbor-
ough Congregational Church. Her daughters
brought her to Connecticut in 2021, grateful for
the opportunity to return some of the love and
support she had provided in her final years.

She is survived by her daughters, Julieanne
Naseef of Marlborough, Karen Terry (Dave) of
East Hampton, her two stepdaughters, Dawn
Denson and Misty Bell of Austin and her fam-
ily, her two brothers Aloys Dylla of San Anto-
nio, Texas and Vincent Dylla of Marion Texas,
and her beloved grandchildren Samantha Terry
and her fiancé Ivan of Woking, UK and Jona-
than Terry of Boston.

There will be a celebration of life at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be
made in her memory to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation at www.alz.org.

To leave online condolences please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Republican Par-
ty in the Town of Marlborough for participation as DELEGATES to
the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in the Office
of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough,
Connecticut and copies are available for public distribution.
CONVENTIONS
STATE CONVENTION

2nd CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CONVENTION

55TH STATE HOUSE DISTRICT CONVENTION

19TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT CONVENTION

JUDGE OF PROBATE DISTRICT #14

DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 30TH DAY OF
MARCH 2026.

Lauren A. Griffin, Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough 17B 4110

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
ATTENTION SEWER USERS

Notice is hereby given to all property owners connected to the
sewers in East Hampton that the second installment of the
sewer use payment is due and payable on April 1, 2026. The
last day on which to pay without penalty is May 1, 2026. Prop-
erty owners will not receive a second sewer use bill for the
installment due on April 1, 2026. The October bill was a
three-part form which includes the April installment.
Payments received May 2, 2026 and later, including payments
postmarked May 2, and later, are considered past due and

will be subject to an interest penalty of 1.50% per month or a
fraction thereof, 18% per annum, from the due date of the tax,
as required by Connecticut General State Statues 12-130 and
146. The minimum interest charge is $2 on each tax bill. A
returned check fee is $20. Payments legibly postmarked by the
U.S. Postal Service on or before May 1, 2026 are considered
on time regardless of when they are received by the Collector
of Revenue.

As owners of property, taxpayers are responsible to see that
taxes are paid when due. Failure to have sent or received a
bill does not exempt the taxpayer from payment of all taxes,
interest charges and collection costs, as per Conn. Gen. Stat.
12-130 and 12-146. Interest is charged on all late payments.
There are no exceptions.

Please make checks payable to: Town of East Hampton.
Payments may be mailed to Collector of Revenue, 1 Com-
munity Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Pay online at www.
mytaxbill.net/easthampton Note: Your sewer account number
is required when making a payment online.

Hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:00 am — 400 pm, Tuesday 8:00 am — 6:30 pm and Friday
8:00 am — 12:30 pm.
Respectively Submitted,
Anthony DeSimone

Public Utilities Administrator

3T 3/27, 4110, 4124

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

A certified list of party-selected candidates for the Democratic Par-
ty in the Town of Marlborough for participation as DELEGATES to
the conventions of said Party specified below is on file in the Office
of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough,
Connecticut and copies are available for public distribution.
CONVENTIONS
STATE CONVENTION

2nd CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CONVENTION

55TH STATE HOUSE DISTRICT CONVENTION

19TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT CONVENTION

JUDGE OF PROBATE DISTRICT #14

DATED AT MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT THIS 30TH DAY OF

MARCH 2026.
Lauren A. Griffin, Town Clerk
Town of Marlborough 1B 4/10
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Town of Portland

Legal notice is hereby given to the water and/or sewer usage
customers of the Town of Portland that quarterly bills are due
and payable April 20, 2026. Payments not made in full on or
before May 20, 2026 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per
month from the due date.

Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the charge. Please
contact the Water/Sewer department if you do not receive
your bill at (860) 342-6735 or by email darce@portlandct.org
Payments are accepted in person at the Town Hall, 33 East
Main Street, Portland. Payments can also be placed in the
dropbox or mailed to the address listed below.

Town of Portland

Water/Sewer Dept.

P.O.Box 71

Portland, CT 06480-0071

Michele Nuhn, CCMC, CCMO

Town of Portland

Collector of Revenue
3TB 4/10, 4/24, 5/15

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Atits Regular Meeting of April 1, 2026, the Colchester Planning
& Zoning Commission made the following decision (s):
PZC2026-002 Town of Colchester — Site Plan Application for
Recreational Complex Athletic Field Reconstruction Project at
215 Old Hebron Road (MBL 05-08-002-002 & MBL 12-00-057-
000). Zoning District: Suburban Use (SU). Approved, with
conditions.

PZC2026-006 Michael Poresky (Applicant/Owner) - Site
Plan application to construct a 40 x 80’ (3200 SF) accessory
building at 104 Shailor Hill Road (MBL 05-16/017/000) that
exceeds the size permittable by the Zoning Enforcement Of-
ficer pursuant to Section 15.3 of the Town of Colchester Land
Development (Zoning) Regulations. Zoning District: Rural Use
(RU). Approved.

Planning & Zoning Commission
Joseph Mathieu, Chair

The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing on April 15, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in
the Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich
Ave, Colchester, CT to hear and consider the following
application(s):

PZC2026-004 Town of Colchester Planning & Zoning
Commission Regulation change application to add new
Section 8.13.1.A Twelve Month Moratorium on Manufactured
Home Parks (MHPs).

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of these applications is
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office,
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday). Application materials are also available on
the Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at
https:/lwww.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission.
Planning & Zoning Commission

178 410 Joseph Mathieu, Chair
2TB 4/3, 4/110
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
At the special meeting of the East Hampton Town Council PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

held Tuesday, April 7, 2026, an ordinance amending Chapter
146 of the Code of the Town of East Hampton regarding the
Water and Sewer Authority was adopted. The ordinance is
available in the Office of the East Hampton Town Clerk and
shall take effect 20 days after publication.
EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.
Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

NOTICE OF ACTION

1TB 4/10

At its Regular Meeting held at 6:30 pm on April 1, 2026, at
the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive, the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission took the following actions:
Application PZC-26-001: Tony Flannery, Flannery Row
Subdivision, for a three lot Re-subdivision, Map 6/ Block 37/
Lot 1. APPROVED with modifications

Application PZC-26-002: Ryan Brodeur, 98 Middletown
Avenue, Special Permit to Construct 30’ x 50’ Garage, Map
12/ Block 48C/ Lot 4. APPROVED w/ Conditions

1TB 4/10

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

EVANS
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BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL
I
520°° OFF
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1
1 Coupon good through 4/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles. 1
=

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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FREE BATTERY TEST

W/OIL CHANGE AND
THIS COUPON i

Coupon good through 4/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles. 1

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Foreign & Domestic * Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks ¢ Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) ¢ Transmissions
Brakes ¢ Electrical ¢ Suspension & Steering * Heating & Air Conditioning * Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640

evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON

Celebrafing 33 Years
Facebook & Instagram

in Colchester
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TOWN OF COLCHESTER

A certified list of party-endorsed candidates for the Republican

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

and Democratic Party in the town of Colchester for participation
as Delegates to the convention(s) of said Party specified below
are on file at our office at 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT.
Democratic Conventions: State, Congressional, State Senate,
State Assembly 48th , Judge of Probate

Republican Conventions: State, Congressional, State Senate,
State Assembly 48th, Judge of Probate

Dated this April 2, 2026

Gayle Furman, CCTC, CMC

Colchester Town Clerk 1TB 4/10

Certified lists of party-selected candidates for the Democratic
and Republican Parties in the Town of East Hampton for partici-
pation as Delegates to the conventions of said Party specified
below is on file in my office at 1 Community Drive, East Hamp-
ton, Connecticut, and copies are available for public distribution:
CONVENTIONS
2nd Congressional District Convention (Democrats only)
33rd State Senatorial District Convention
34th Assembly District Convention
14th District Judge of Probate Convention
2026 State Convention

Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut this 1st day of April 2026.
Patricia Burnham, CCTC
Town Clerk of East Hampton 178 4/10

LEGAL NOTICE

Residents in the Sewer District in the Town of Marlborough are

Page 31
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
TOWN OF ANDOVER ZONING BOARD OF APPEAL
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION NOTICE OF HEARING S

notified that Benefit Assessment bills are due to the Marlbor-
ough Water Pollution Control Authority (MWPCA), April 1, 2026.
The last day to pay without interest is May 1, 2026.

Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% interest per month revert-
ing to the due date of April 1 or 18% per year. Minimum interest
is $5.00. Checks must be payable to MWPCA.

Sewer hills cannot be paid online. Payments may be paid at

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
LEGAL NOTICE

the Marlborough Town Hall, Tax Collector Office, or mailed to
MWPCA, P.O. Box 29. 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT
06447. There is a Drop Box, checks only — NO CASH, to the
left of the Town Hall front door. Normal office hours for the Tax
Office are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 am- 4:30 pm,
Tuesday 8:30 am-7:00 pm, and Friday 8:30am to Noon.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Lazzari

Tax Collector

Notice is hereby given to the Town of Colchester Ratepayers
that quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and pay-
able on April 1, 2026. Payment not made in full on or before
May 1, 2026, will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from
the due date. Mail postmarked (US Postal Service postmark
only) on or before May 1, 2026, will be considered paid on
time. Payments dropped in the town hall’s drop box after
4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 1. 2026, will be considered as
having been made on the following business day and will
be deemed as paid late. Failure to receive a bill does not
invalidate the bill nor interest. Please contact the Tax Col-
lector’s Office if you have not received your bill.

Water & Sewer Payments should be made payable to the
Water & Sewer Commission. Please write your account num-
ber on the check. Payments can be made online through the
town's website_https://www.colchesterct.gov/ - fees apply. OR:
come into the Tax Office, use the Town’s Night Drop, and/or
mail payments to: Tax Office, 127 Norwich Ave, Colchester, CT
06415. If a receipt is desired, please send a self-addressed
stamped envelope.

Office hours are Monday — Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, and on
Thursdays until 7 pm. Questions concerning payments should
be directed to the Tax Office, (860) 537-7210.
Michele Wyatt, CCMC CCMO

Town of Colchester

1TB 4/10 Tax Collector

3TB 3/27, 4/10, 4/24

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT

Pursuant to Section 503(i) of the Portland Town Charter, a
public hearing will be held by the Board of Selectmen on
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at 6:50 P.M. in the Mary Flood
Room, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT to provide resi-
dents the opportunity to comment both orally and in writing
on the proposed 2026 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance
Act (NAA) Program available to interested non-profit organi-
zations in Portland.

Dated this 8th day of April 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman

3T 3/20, 4/10, 4/24

The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a hybrid in
person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, April 21, 2026 to hear
the following applications and receive public comments:

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will
hold a Public Hearing at their Meeting on Monday, April 13,

Application 26-3SP: Special Permit application to provide a gun- 2026 at 6:30pm at the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community
smithing and firearms transfer service Home Occupation pursuant Drive, Room 117 and via Zoom to consider the following ap-

to section 4.12a(2) of the Andover zoning regulations. Property plication: . .

of Sarah Hayowyk 780 East Street, Andover CT, applicant Seth ZBA-26-002: 11 Skinner Street LLC. Variance requested to
Cane. Assessor's map 19 block 17 lot 1F. Section 5.3.D Area & Dimensional Standards to increase
Application 26-4SP; Special Permit application to construct a mar- Max Lot Coverage from existing 59% to 65% on 11 Skinner
ket rate detached accessory apartment pursuant to Andover zon- Street, Map 02A/ Block 49/ Lot 1-1 )

ing regulation 4.11.3. Property of Ronald & Suzanne Langlois, 332 ZBA-26-003: West High Enterprises. Requesting the follow-
Hebron Road, Andover CT. Assessor's map 25 block 22 ot 8-7. ing variances to Section 5.2. (Area & Dimensional Stan-
Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the public dards) to facilitate the separation of the existing residence
hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building and Land and Commercial Daycare onto 2 individual lots as shown on
Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232. the Site Plan submitted:

Applications are on file in the Building and Land Use Department LOT 1 (Residence): Reduce Minimum Lot Area from
for public inspection or online on the Town of Andover's website. 40,000sf to 17.825sf; Reduce Rear Setback from 25'to 14
Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted on and reduce Minimum Lot Depth from 175" to 110" on 12 Long
the town’s website in the Calendar. Crossing Map 12/ Block 36/ Lot 2. .

Wayne Kasacek Apphcanons are on file in the Land Use Office and Town Clerk
ZonngAcent Office 860 267-7450

2TB 4/10, 4/17 2TB 4/3, 4/10

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT
Invitation to Bid Blish Park

THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD IS SPONSORED BY:

Buy or sell
with me...
Use my truck
for free!

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community
www.carlguild.com - (860) 474-3500 =)

REALTOR

Sealed Bids for Blish Park Basketball System Replacement will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town Clerk’s Office
until 10:30 AM local time on Monday, April 20, 2026. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time.

Bids shall be Lump Sum.

Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and may obtain copies
of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Office. PDF
copies are available upon request after receipt of the non-refundable fee.

The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered as the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding
Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for
full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

A pre-bid meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, 2026, Blish Memorial Park, 32 Park Road, Marlborough, CT. Atten-
dance at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.

The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the Work.
These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.

Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to ensure equal
opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.

The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.

The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions
described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to accept
that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, and
regulations.

If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement and
furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a Performance Bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work.

Itis the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.

This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town.

The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.

This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.

The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best interest of
the Town to do so.

The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/\WWomen Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.

Town of Marlborough, Connecticut

By: David R. Porter, Town Manager

Date: March 30, 2026 2TB 4/3, 4/10

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
RIVENDELL DRIVE CATCH BASIN TOP REPLACEMENT PROJECT
INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Marlborough will receive Sealed Bids for the Catch Basin Top Replacement at the Town Clerk’s Office until 10:00 AM
local time on Monday, April 20 2026. Received Bids will be officially opened and read aloud at this time. The Project consists of
replacing 11 catch basin tops.

Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or State CT Source website and may obtain copies
of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Office.
PDF copies are available upon request after the receipt of the non-refundable fee.

The date that the Issuing Office transmits the Bidding Documents will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents.
Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be responsible for full or
partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

A pre-bid conference will be held at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at Town Hall, 26 North Main Street, Marlborough, CT.
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.

The successful Bidder will be required to provide Performance in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.

This project is utilizing Town funds and prevailing wage is not anticipated, however, any bidder exceeding the State of CT Prevailing Wage
project values must utilize prevailing wage rates.

The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the Work.
These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.

Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to ensure
equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17.

The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, Satur-
days, Sundays and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.

The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions de-
scribed in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to accept
that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.

All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances
and regulations.

If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement and
furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a performance bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work.

Itis the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received any and all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding on the Town.

The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.

This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.

The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best interest of
the Town to do so.

The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/\Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut

David R. Porter

Town Manager

Date: March 30, 2026

2TB 4/3, 4/10

ON THE WING

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE PAGE 30

1 2 3 4 5 5 11 12
13 14
17 18
20 21
24 25

63 64 65

67 68

- 69 70 71

CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

By Neil Manausa

ACROSS 48 Vein contents 16 Keystone ____
50 Facility 21 Bar lead-in
1 Hobo 51 Wide open 23 Essential part
6 He had a whale of a 54 Alarmed 25 Dinner latecomers,
time 56 A President, perhaps perhaps
10 Imitate 58 Interact 27 Something to save
13 Speeder’s nemesis 624 ___ love ..” 28 Quiz plus

14 Rum cake

15 Slap shot venue
17 Mime muse

18 Later

63 Seasonal song
65 Circuit control
66 Muses number
67 Regarding

29__ of passage

31 Leatherworker’s tool
33 Up for sale

35 Kind of glasses

19 China Iead.—in 68 Furious 36 Molten rock
20 Sanaa resident 69 Approval movement 37 Belligerent god
22 Fasy task 70 Evaluate 38 Phoenician capital

24 Consequence

26 Cigar endings

27 Flowerless flora

30 Continuum start

31 Coach Parseghian of
Notre Dame

32 Pertaining to a

71 Lispers’ impediments 40 Caboodle’s partner
42 Teasers

45 Storage areas

47 Had jacks or better
1 Canasta scoring card 49 Slip

2 Infrequent 51 Actor Alda

3 Leading man? 52 Impish youth

DOWN

rotating body 4 Motherly 53 Acid type
34 Look of displeasure 5 Injury 54 Teatime treat
36 Long. partner 6 Lawyers’ gp. 55 Otherworldly
39 Stealthy 7 Cornerman 57 Condo, e.g.
41__ session 8 Roughly 59 Word of sorrow

43 Scottish uncle
44 Furtive advance
46 Crowbar, e.g.
47 Baseball's Mel

9 Judge’s seat
10 Grain beard
11 Wine grape
12 Provide

60 London art gallery
61 Closed at night
64 Allow
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Where in the World is the szereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!

HE GREGED et

Cruising to the Bahamas - with the Rivereast!... Terri and Scott Reid from East
Hampton met up with Bob Faulhaber, formerly from Marlborough, and took a cruise ' l i
to the Bahamas aboard the Carnival Pride.

Rivereast at Angkor Wat... Pictured are East Hampton residents Bill and Amy Biegaj
with the Rivereast at Angkor Wat in Cambodia. The two went on a trip to Bangkok,
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.

W DT,
A e

News Bulictin

CONTINENTAL
UQS'G

KEY WEST,FL

Rivereast Checks Out Some Art!... After alunch with friends in Old San Juan, Puerto Florida Fun... Rita Wysocki of East Hampton is shown with her grandson Aidan -
Rico, Jane Muskatallo from Portland took the Rivereast to the Botello Art Gallery. and the Rivereast, of course - in Key West, Fla.!

Going on a trip?

.
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARI?

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
your photo is one the four entries selected!

) Fine Ital;
To enter, email your photo and 151 Marlboreyy o merican Cuisine J

; o] h Street (Rt 6
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com 8), Portland
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WANTED

TO BUY

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer,
Gas Station), Zippos,
License Plates, Jewelry,
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text
860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 23, 2026
at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room
(2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.

Application #25-03: 5 McDonald Drive. Request for a vari-
ance from Zoning Regulation Table 4.2.1 for the rear yard
setback with a setback of 9 feet where 25 feet is required.
Application and property of Steve and Robyn Johnson. As-
sessor's Map 37, Lot 37. Zone R-10.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 6th day of April 2026.

Kurt Peterson, Vice Chair
2TB 4/10, 4/17

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF FINANCE
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Marlborough Board of Finance

will hold a Public Hearing at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall EI-

ementary School Cafeteria, 25 School Drive, and on Zoom, on

Monday, April 20, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. for the following purpose:
1. To present & discuss the Proposed Annual Town Budget
for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 to include
Town Operations & Capital Budgets, Local Board of Educa-
tion Operations & Capital Budgets, and RHAM Regional
School Operations & Capital Budgets, and Town Debt Service
Payments.
2. To Present & Discuss the termination of Capital Non-
Recurring Projects.

Topic: Board of Finance Public Hearing

Time: April 20, 2026 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time (US and

Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https:/lus06web.zoom.us/j/89524636469?pwd=LsGCcaybM

CALf5pyvuSvmfyTYh2nEC.1

Meeting ID: 895 2463 6469

Passcode: y3eltl

Copies of the various budgets are available for public viewing in

the Office of the Town Clerk, Richmond Memorial Library, and

on the Town Website at: https://town-marlborough-ct-cleardoc.

cleargov.com/22885/883821/d

Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 1st day of April 2026

Board of Finance

Michael Nastri, Chair
2TB 4/10, 4/17

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2026
at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting
Platform, on the following:
|. Petition 2026-02: Petition of Megan Armes to operate a
dog training and grooming facility in existing space at 522
Church Street in accordance with Section 3.E.2.1.7 of the He-
bron Zoning Regulations, Amston Village District. Continued
from March 25, 2026.
Planning and Zoning Commission
Apr 22, 2026, 7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/414277309
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 414-277-309
United States: +1 (872) 240-3311
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 8th day of April 2026.
Frank Zitkus, Chair

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK
CARS: and unfinished
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

REAL ESTATE

PURE BRED SHITZU:
For sale. 1 female left,
12 weeks old. Looking
for her forever home.
860-978-0587.

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

$ 203-600-4431

FREE

FREE TO A GOOD

CIT1-12-23

HOME: Two female kit-
tens. Black. Born March
1st. Available week of
May 5th. Call or text
860-729-8407.

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

RENTALS

BEACH VACATION
HOME: Give your fam-
ily the vacation they
deserve!! Narragansett
RI, walking distance to
Scarborough beach.
Price reduced for June,
& August Rentals. 4
& 6 bedroom home,
Central AC, with deck
& gas grill, renting
Saturday to Saturday.
Contact Debbie 860-
833-8930 email nar-
ragansettrirentals@
gmail.com.

LELIGHT
TMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

>0

FOUR ROOMS, 2ND
FLOOR APT: Port-
land. Excellent condi-
tion. Stove, refrigera-
tor, new washer/dryer.
No pets. No smoking.
$1,150/monthly plus
heat/utilities, two months
security. Call 860-916-
7482.

STORAGE UNIT
AVAILABLE: Located
in East Hampton. Text
860-267-4858.

=N
CARLGUILD

Your, local friend in Real Edlate

Love is not what you say.
Love is what you do.

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

angela@arescorealtor.com
www.angelaaresco.com

860.883.9005

RE4-10-26

EMPLOYMENT

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

RE3-15-24
—

2TB 4/10, 4/17
TOWN OF COLCHESTER . . .
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION The Ea§t Hamptgn Public Schools'lf, seeking
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING qualified candidates for the position of:

The public hearing on the following application, which was
originally scheduled for the April 15, 2026, Regular Meeting of
the Colchester Planning and Zoning Commission, has been
POSTPONED. The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission
will hold a Special Meeting on April 22, 2026, beginning at 7:00
PM at the Colchester Senior Center at 15 Lois Lane, Colches-
ter, CT to hear and consider the following application(s):
PZC2026-004 Town of Colchester Planning & Zoning Com-
mission Regulation change application to add new Section
8.13.1.A Twelve Month Moratorium on Manufactured Home
Parks (MHPs).

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of these applications is
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Of-

fice, Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected
during regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday). Application materials are also available on the
Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at https://
www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission.

Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1B 4110

Human Resource (HR) Generalist
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree in human resource
management or business, and a minimum of three years of
direct experience working in an HR-related field.
An equivalent combination of experience and
education will be considered.

Salary Range: $55,000 - $62,000
(health insurance eligible, competitive benefits package)
Please see posting below for further qualifications

and responsibilities.

Please apply on-line at
https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/easthamptonct

The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
1 Community Dr., East Hampton, CT, 06424

RE4-3-26

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

Whether you’re considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

CIT4-4-24

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HELP WANTED

Help needed in our Printing Department.
Full and Part-time Hours
Available Monday — Friday

Email Jim for more information:
jim@rarereminder.com

No phone calls please. Must be 18 years old.

CIT9-5-24

TOWN OF ANDOVER CT

VACANCY
Accounting Associate

The Town of Andover is seeking applications for a full -time Accounting
associate. This position is responsible for the daily operations of the
finance department at the town of Andover. This position involves the
performance of a variety of professional accounting and financial control
functions for the Town of Andover.

The job description and application for this position are available at
www.andoverct.org. This position is 30 hours per week,
Monday-Thursday. This position is in the AFSCME local 1303 of
Council #4 AFL-CIO and subject to collective bargaining.

To apply, send a Resume and Cover Letter to the
Office of the Town Administrator, Town Hall,
17 School Rd, Andover, CT 06232,
or email it to adminassistant@andoverct.org

This posting will remain open until the position has been filled. EOE M/F
Salary Commensurate on Experience and Qualifications

RE4-10-26
—
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH IN SOUTH
GLASTONBURY:
is seeking a reliable
and conscientious
individual to serve
as sexton/custodian.
Responsibilities include
maintaining clean
and orderly buildings,
managing supplies,
preparing spaces for
worship services, rituals,
daily use, and special
events (including setup
and takedown), and
coordinating with clergy
and staff to ensure all
spaces are ready for use.
Qualified candidates will
have prior custodial or
maintenance experience
and the ability to perform
physical tasks (lifting
up to 25 pounds,
bending, and standing
for extended periods).
The ideal candidate
demonstrates strong
attention to detail,
dependability, and
respect for the church’s
mission and community.
This is a part-time
position (up to 30 hours
per week) with flexible
scheduling, including
some weekends and
occasional evenings.
No benefits are
offered. Please submit
a resume and brief
statement of interest
to Lynne David, 860-
633-4651, extension
2, lynnedavid@
southchurch2.org.

GROUNDSKEEPER:
The GHA is seeking
individuals to perform
a wide variety of
semi-skilled tasks
in connection with
the maintenance of
apartment grounds
and buildings, and
landscaped areas.
Must possess a valid
CT Motor Vehicle
Operator’s license and
be at least 18 years
of age. Seasonal: Mid-
May to August. 40hrs/
week. Job application
and full job description
available at the Main
Office, 25 Risley Road,
Glastonbury, CT 06033
or from our website at
www.glastha.org. No
phone calls please.
Deadline: Until Filled
AA/EQE.

Y O U T H
COORDINATOR: part-
time, per diem, to plan
and lead weekly in-per-
son youth gatherings
- including Bible study,
fellowship, worship, and
service activities. sprc@
southumc.com. 860-
573-4601.

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,
competitive rates. 30
years of experience. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

Patios ¢ Carpentry e Firepits

Patios ® Walkways

Pavers o Firepits

Outdoor Kitchens ® Decks
Carpentry ® Bathrooms

Don't See it - Call

Kateline
860-633-5296
860-965-8084 - cell

We Always Call You Back
Free Estimates ® License #552540
www.Katelinellc.com

RE4-10-26

TREE

REMOVAL

We Climb 4
Licensed Arhorist <
on Staff

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lot & Brush Clearing

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards « Fully Insured
C & C Lawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE3-27-26

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings
and evening hours avail-
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For
personal care, cooking,
cleaning, and errands.
Bending/lifting, must be
able to lift 40+lbs. Time &
half for holidays. Weekly
pay through payroll
company. $23/hr. Back-
ground check and drug
test required. Willing to
train. 860-949-7016.

LIKE
US ON
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

HELP WANTED - PUBLIC WORKS FOREMAN
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

\_I\

NDSCAPING SERcg
- SINCE 1990 -

NOW IS THE TIME TO
SCHEDULE YOUR NEW
BACKYARD OASIS.

PATIOS - FIREPITS - WALKWAYS

CALL US TO DISCUSS EXPANDING
YOUR YARD AND POSSIBILITIES!

860-295-9692

S

RE3-13-26

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for applica-
tions for a Public Works Foreman.

This is a full-time (40 hours per week) position responsible for
leading the crew that maintains town roads, stormwater drain-
age systems, vehicle and machinery fleet, transfer station, town
buildings, playing fields, cemeteries, and parks. The Foreman

Marlborough, CT

plans daily operations.

to be submitted to the:

reports to the Town Manager, schedules crewmembers, and

Applicants should have a high school diploma or GED, a cur-
rent CT CDL, and experience paving and maintaining roads.
Experience leading teams or training others is preferred.

The expected wage range is $40.00-$45.00 per hour, depend-
ing on experience and qualifications. The total compensation
package includes health and dental insurance, employer HSA
contribution, 457 defined contribution retirement plan with
employer match, employer sponsored life insurance, tuition
reimbursement, professional development, accrued leave time
(vacation and sick), and 12 paid holidays.

Employment Application available at www.marlbo.info/employ-
mentapp or the Town Clerk’s Office. Completed applications are

Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447

2TB 4/10, 4/17

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Marlborough, CT

EASTBURY
Landscaping & Home Improvement

* Mowing

« Brush cutting

* Brush/ Tree Removal

« Stump grinding and removal

» Grading/ Drainage

» Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
« Retaining walls, walkways & patios
* Demo and debris removal

* Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

RE10-3-25

Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup
Customers

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!

Great products for repairing driveways including:
3/4” Driveway MiX (aka process)
3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!
LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

RE3-18-22

( OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )

93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)

EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

HYDROSEEDING

Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work
“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”

Call
860-966-7672
¥ toschedule
a free estimate.

RE3-13-26

Now Accepting New Customers For:
Spring Clean-Ups * Pruning
Weekly Mowing ¢ Mulching

Visa@D B =]

Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com 8680?23’(%52
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. « Free Estimates - -

Dorsey Construction
Spring Cleanups & Mulching

Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

RE3-20-26

DONDERO

LANDSCAPING « LAWNCARE

A Full Service Stone &
Landscape Company
Serving Hebron, Marlborough,
East Hampton, Portland For 20 Years

Free Advice Tips
on Layout & Design
CALL FOR SCHEDULING
Large Boulders? We can break
them into usable wall stone!
Bluestone — treads, steps,
pattern, patios, sidewalks
Arborvitae — dark American
green giant, CT grown
Landscape Boulders, you pick
CALL FOR PRICING

RE3-19-21

Stone Work Brick Work Lawn Renovation Spring Maintenance Tree Take Down

Retaining Walls Walkways / Patios Topsoil Cleanup Weekly Mowing Yard Expansion
Garden Walls  Brick / Bluestone Hydroseeding Weeding / Pruning Spring / Fall Cleanup  Stump Removal

Steps / Repairs Relevel / Rebase  Grading Yard Drains Mulching / Edging Organic Fertilizing Bush Removal

Top Soil e Crushed Stone e Mulch — FREE DELIVERY — 3 Yard Minimum

DONDERO LANDSCAPING 860-228-2003

FREE Written

Estimates
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JIM’'STREE  _,
STUMP REMOVAL 1§ |
Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

RE4-2-21

DelLeo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link
FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

CIT1-18-24

FULLY INSURED -« HIC #0657705

WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

NO TREE TOO TOUGH...

Tree Removal » Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

Ryan Krajewski
60-573-1244
GLASTONBURY, CT

SERVICE visa @D & ==

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-5-26

CIT3-9-23

HOWES Landscaping

& Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion, Skidsteer Service
and Much More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

RE4-3-26

Quality Work

Same Day

LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning + Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones + Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

STU
0?&emoval LI{(‘ZIP
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS

» Stump Grinding / Removal

* Brush Cutting

« Yard Expansions & Restoration
» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit
payment via PayPal.

7-3-2025

TREE & LANDSCAPING °

A -+ Certified Arborists

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

. "

Has your. garden gotten out of control?

Too tired to maintain it on your own?

Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= [arden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Sail
Amendment = Fertilize ® Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

out all your
garden
b woes.”

=

RnR Garden Angels

Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

RE3-23-23

WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.

Spring/Fall Clean-ups * Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning ¢ Brush Clearing
Patios,* Retaining Walls » Paver Walkways
Mulch ¢ Stones
Sidewalk Edging
N 8 4

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Page 35

611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups

RE3-6-26

and Spring Lawn Renovations

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing « Light Excavation Work « Mulching
Walkways * Retaining Walls * Gravel Driveway Repair
20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

FULLY INSURED « LIC #0671229

\ \

f \ /i i i\ \ A \ J i\ \ I\ \ |
DAL AN AR L JW'IJ/M /M NH\IMNH\JN/ Mﬁ'lﬁ)m /A\A ANy '.Aﬂ.\z[\l' ﬁt}lﬁ!/. !

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

ShoRrts.:
I!?arfascap ng-

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

| We Climb or Bucket

Hazardous Tree Remova Truck Service

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SPRING RATES!

e Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions

i CALL CHRIS
‘Wl 860-644-2595

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

L I:;ndscaping

NOW SCHEDULING:

New Weekly Mowing &
Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Mulch
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCARING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

mmm 8560.913.6203 g

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

@ Spring Is Here!

| |
Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let's get started.
SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation

26

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

RE3-20-

Light Moving « Light Hauling « Spring & Fall Cleanups
—| 86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH,CT)J

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Spring Clean Ups &
Debris Removal

* Mulching and Planting
* Lawn Installation /
e Land Clearing

e Tree, Brush
e Stump Removal
» Patios, Walkways, and
Retaining Walls
» Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)
Junk Removal and Demolition
860-716-0661

tsminorenterprises.com

CIT3-12-26

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED
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Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching « Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding ¢ Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
including roots

SENIOR
CITIZEN
DISCOUNT __

n Toper’s
Lawncare

\

2 HIC.0600529

BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR?
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Garden Topsoil

RE4-10-26

Bobcat Services for all your
small excavation projects

NOW ACCEPTING MOST
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

WE DELIVER

Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs
72 Miller Road, Colchester * 860-537-4093

SERVICES

Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

BILL THE POOPER
SCOOPER: I'll clean
your yard of dog poo.
Free estimates. Call
860-861-9027.

CARPET CLEANING:
Have your carpets deep
dry cleaned. Eliminate
problems associated
with water (mold, mil-
dew). Best method avail-
able for removal of pet
stains, etc. Removes al-
lergens. Immediate use.
Upholstery cleaning.
Completely safe. Wood
floors restored without
sanding. Experienced,
references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support
Small Business.

PLUMBING AND
HOME REPAIR
SPECIALIST:
Complete plumbing
services and repairs
from leaky pipes and
drains, hot water
heaters, toilets, garbage
disposals, kitchen
sinks and faucets, tub
and shower valves,
and more. Call for a
free estimate! Quality
professional work at
affordable prices. Fully
licensed and insured
- Discounts available
for seniors - Call Justin
203-440-5496

CHIMNEY
MAINTENANCE:
Cleaning, caps,
dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales
pitch, just the work you
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE'S ANTIQUES,
PAYS $$ CASH
MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN
SOLUTION: Licensed
& Insured. Carpentry,
painting, flooring, bath-
rooms, items repaired
or replaced, doors,
locks, shades, switches,
plugs, garbage disposal,
faucets, fans, lighting,
860-904-0158.

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,
retaining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

= HIC. 0653192 » CALL US

860-598-8091

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—— —— — ampavingct.com — — —

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC

DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS « DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK Over 25
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS i’e“f’s n
_/‘ usiness
p 8 Call or Email (860)-632-PAVE(1283)
for a FREE FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor * CT Lic. #579594

Commercial & Residential * FREE ESTIMATES ° 7 days a week

EEEVATE Estimate!

EARTH & WATER WERKSLLC  Licensed & Insured

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES
WATER & SEWER MAINS

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

RE4-11-25

—————

H.@

equipmentcompany inc.
Providing safe clean water
sénce 1967
Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

e

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps

Pressure Tanks

Pressure Issues

Water Testing

Water Softeners

Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

AAA

INTERIOR PAINTING,
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING:
Expert textured ceil-
ing repairs, flooring in-
stallation, kitchen and
bathroom updates/re-
modelling. Handyman
services. Over 35 years
experience in all phases
of remodelling. Reason-
able prices/low hourly
rates, licensed and in-
sured. Call or text Mark
at 860-805-8122.

J & S PAINTING
& H OME
IMPROVEMENT: In-
terior/exterior painting,
window/door installa-
tion, vinyl siding install-
ation and roof installa-
tion. Pool patio & deck
patio. Stucco, finish
basement, ceramic tiles,
bathroom, remodeling.
Building maintenance,
fence installation. House
and office cleaning. Call
John, 860-796-0006.

JOSH'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at areasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY
LLC: Built on Craft.
Driven By Quality. Spe-
cializing in all types of
Masonary Work-Inside
and Out. Licensed &
Insured. 432-423-5521
OR 860-888-9763.

LOCAL LICENSED
ELECTRICIAN: — No
Job Too Small! Lights,
outlets, fans, repairs
done fast. Friendly
service for homeowners
& seniors. Call Patrick
(860) 365-1853. License
# ELC. 0208459-E1.

ROOFING, FLOOR-
ING, DECKS: All gen-
eral home improvement
and renovations. Call
860-894-9919.

THE BETTER
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu-
ent English speakers,
cleaners who value high
standards, good com-
munications, attention to
detail, punctuality. Free
in-person estimates. We
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING
Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. In/out, Out-
side only special. Text
Marc at 860-508-0447.

WINDOW CLEANING:
Residential, $9 per win-
dow inside and out.
Call 860-883-6775. Mr.
Squeegee.

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING: Call
Glastonbury Carpet &
Flooring for a quote.
860-633-8833.

DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
HOT CRACK SEALING
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT

860-305-1823

RE3.20-264

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Schedule Now for Spring Openings!

/| J I_..-‘-’l/]__l . ) P C =
QI @" J')UQL PROS
SPRING SPECIAL!
15% off Pool Equipment

CIT3-19-26

* Openings & Closings
* Weekly Cleanings & Remodeling
* Equipment Sales & Servicing
* 10% OfF for Veterans & Seniors
860-942-2240 (Call Jim)
Licensed & Insured
poolproslic@eprotonmail.com

' House Washing,

Roof Cleaning,
& More!

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

Suds & Sunghine u.c
: 860'942'3913 GoogleUs G #kkik |
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HIC. 0654618~ Insured I

|

FREE

ESTIMATES *

Asphalt —

Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discoumnts
All American Crew
Members!

Owner Pricing

. _ -
&2 All Work Guaranteed ‘\\\ wi
] P
# Local & State Specs -

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442 §

Electrician Serviees

FOR-ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL N'EEDS
Residential ¢ Commercial Wiring
Don’'t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

9

—
ACCREDITED.
BUSINESS

ELC. 0209770-E1

RE10-4-24

Solutions

-

Sealcoating SPRING
Crack Filling SPECIAL)!
Paving :

100 OFF

RE3-13-20

Free Estimates

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488
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SERVICES

;}EIEUMBING & HEATING
=

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew §
Your Pavement

Licensed & Insured - LIC #0408372

w5 FLOORING
MIDDLESEX

LVP waterproof & durable

J from dripping fancets to all €
your major plumbing/ heating needs

RE3-13-20
CIT3.5.

v temers - zomea et | | Tie | 860-883-0493 | |t MECHANICAL
Boiler Replacement Hardwood 860-228-7171 ucims

SERVICES LLC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

RE3-13-26

Neeb A PLUMBER?

Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Lic. # P204015H389727

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Insured

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

RE1.2-26

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester We Offer Oil Tank
. o i
¢ Quality Craftsmanship MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C. Schedule Today!  Replacements
l\\\\\\\ Walls - $159 g PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH oEE We offer
Freé”g:t?;dates 18'x16' avg. room g * Water Heaters ¢ Disposals e Additions 860.949.5711 Es-ﬁmATES financing;
swyears  860-416-8354 » Sump Pumps  * Water Filtration —« Well Pumps www.midmechct.com energize &T
EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com * Toilets e New Construction e Gas Lines SO
® Faucets e Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!
2 — COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL - i
HYDROPURE ¢ Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960 Free ALL s

PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE *» REPAIRS ——
WATER SOFTENERS - FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria

Equipment

Estimates

AIRSERHFLO

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates 8 . .
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal M E‘ I—lAN I( AL LLC & IMMEDIATE Driveways « Parking Lots
wvx_/v;/. %}r/]ddro-pu re.com 2 RESPONSE Gas Station - Private Roads
core) info ro-pure.com rea - H H H H
S AR Installation & Service Available ’ Sidewalks/Curbing
T ~ Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
8 6 O _ 5 3 7 _ 1 9 4 9 Spec1al121r.1g in Natural Gas.& Propane - Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Oil to Gas Conversions BBB. Lick 00548924 Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

RE11-6-20

Central & Ductless AC * Furnace * Boilers Excavation & Drainage

Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ® Sheet Metal

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

“All Work Guaranteed”
FULLY INSURED

ULLER

‘ PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20
—

— FINANCING AVAILABLE —

#9304 §60-989-5079

CT Lic

()

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & 5
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 %g

TLUHTHIL L.

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

o

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING: Call
today for a free estimate
on all your Interior and
Exterior needs. Roofing,
decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, land-
scape services, porches,
patios, framing, car-
pentry, siding, kitchens/
baths, basements, floor-
ing (tile, hardwood, lam-
inate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

ADVANCED
PRO HOME
IMPROVEMENT:
“One call does it all!
Additions, sunrooms.
Kitchens, bathrooms.
Windows, roofing. Vinyl
siding trim. Garages,
decks. Basements,
flooring. Dry wall &
taping. Interior painting,
popcorn ceilings. Clean
up daily. Quality work.
Lic. #578351. Fully
insured. Free estimates.
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS,
DECKS, ROOFS &
DOORS: to finished
basements, siding, &
floors. Licensed/insured.
Give us a call for free
estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,
moss? Optional lower
cost guards. LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

L&R GENERAL
MASONRY: We spe-
cialize in perfection. We
do sidewalks, patios,
outdoor kitchens, chim-
ney repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully
insured & licensed. Call

Rino 860-833-6146.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon

860-922-4621.

Roofing
Siding
Hardscapes

st ROOFING &

SIDING

860-853-0493

RE3-13-26

LICENSED
& INSURED

ARKER
AINTING

Interior/Exterior * Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
860-338-0156

@&~

CIT3-5-20

o;'ssk Rio

. A
Decks EXPERIENCE
= Remodels

= Finished Basements
= Sill Rot Replacement

860-604-3411

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

HIC# 0650133 + CT Licensed & Insured

= Replacement
Windows & Doors

= Finish Trim

= Structural Repair (rot)

= To Do Lists

Marc Viccaro

RE5-30-25

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels &
Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors *

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 + Insured

Call 860.377.0380

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry

Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 o Insured
- — GLASTONBURY BASED —
Cell 860.368.9486 30 Years

2-26

CIT4

Office 860.657.9185

Experience

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

Rogers Home Services

Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs
Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

860-983-9537 % 3

A

CIT2-6-25

%

b |

Q!
A

Y

FULLY INSURED - CT #574467

Since 1992

S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

| Freshen Up for Spring!
All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

—

Remodels * Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman * Windows ® Doors
Flooring ¢ Concrete ® Walls

Painting * Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

ASELLA

QNSTRUCTION,LLC

FULLY INSURED — HIC #0647145

Patios ® Sidewalks

RE3-26-21
A

= pCHARTER 56™ ANNIVERSARY
since J 1969 Eélsl\"rTolggT%ON Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

=l Home/Church/Historic [Ellm® Preparation Specialist —
Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[=l= Since 1973 Over 2300 [&l= Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

El Carpentry Services [l Hardwood Floor Finishing
[l Water Damage [Elm Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry — Roofing  _ g60 633.6015
Windows — Doors ¢ — 860.550.0932
Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT3-5-20

w58+ BUILDING &

Additions DESIGN
Kitchens
Baths 860'853.043326

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS Lic ¢
INTERIOR

o All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal

FREE
ESTIMATES
* WP Removal, Rep. Windows INSURED
* Home Improvements & Carpentry

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Reliable Quality Workmanship
4 7= EEE
BE LT [ L
o

P T P S
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls « Brick Walls « Bluestone * Steps

Fireplaces *« Chimneys ¢ Patios « Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

e o ooosms KEN (203) 558-4951

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland
860-680-1832 (C)

License #609553 EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERGIAL & RESIDENTIAL * FULLY INSURED

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!<

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

RE6-21-24

/A BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting

» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV S PRO PAINTING uic

Power Washing
860-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

CIT3-20-25

Davispropaintingllc@yahoco.com

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS + BASEMENTS - DECKS
* DORMERS  + BATHROOMS ° SIDING
* GARAGES  + KITCHENS °* ROOFING

Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist

smwelch.com © Insured * CT 607510

CIT3-5-20

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs * Carpentry
* (eiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

Call Today! %=

2
FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED &7

860-295-6475 - 860-916-7939

RE8-30-24

h Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CALL: 219-575-0370

IRE12.20.23

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies |

FRANKLIN

Painting ..c

Your Neighborhood Painters

Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS

INTERIORS: Walls, Ceiling, Trim _

EXTERIOR Painting & Staining el
www.franklinpainting.com E?i‘-’;'ﬁ

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

877-646-7774

CIT3-26-26
—

Frank, Owner

Of 0]
:“_-l:{ﬁx { Scan

for an
appointment

860-267-8330

allaboutblindsci.com ]

Drywall Service
& Repair, LLC

— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services
Water Damage Repairs « Drywall New & Repairs
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

$100 OFF For New Customers

FREE ESTIMATES

CIT5-22-25

Advanced Pro
HOME IMPROVEMENT%/A@

New Roofing
Specialists

Get your roof Done Right
The First Time!

Quality Work | Cleanup Daily | Over 25 Years Experience

Billy 860-798-4275.

FULLY INSURED LIC. #578352?.>

s 22 Kreiger lane,
Glastonbury

www.ctexteriors.com

CT#0632519

Windows

* Lower your energy costs

* Increase the resale value of your home
* Reduce maintenance

* Lifetime warranty

Many colors and styles to choose from
* Never have to paint your home again
* Industry's most advanced materials
+ Lifetime warranty

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!
* Roofing - Siding - Windows - Decks

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,
Exceptional Service E/

I
ESTIMATES =

g

C;ALL /TEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Fr

* Protect your largest asset - fix roof
problems now and avoid costly repairs later

* Increase the resale value of your home

* Professional job from start to finish

+ Lifetime warranty shingles

CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

S BER =T

otta& S
s o S e

Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT e Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

giaet

e

Fully Licensed
& Insured
Lic. 0640485

CIT4-13-23
S

EUROPEAN SUPER

CLEANING: Respons- CHRISTINE’S
ible Polish woman seek- CLEANING
ing cleaning work. For COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer.

Discount Available. g

860-798-7961 :

more information call
Halina at 860-305-8131.

FOR SALE

< v

Like us on G
Facebook

* Q)
RivereastNewéBuIIetin )

LOOKING TO SELL:
Ball canning jars from
the 40’s, Layne Hope
Chest mint condition,
Crocheted Blankets
from the 60’s & 70’s,
35” round oak wood
framed mirror used one
year only, custom made
cradle. Call 860-739-
3286.

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

TAG SALES AUTOMOTIVE

MOVING SALE: Some
furniture, household
items - baking/cook-
ing etc, dishware. Out-
side furniture, grill, etc.
Sat/Sun, April 11th &
12th. 9am-4pm. 85
North Main Street #7C,
Edgemere Condos, East
Hampton.

FOR SALE: 2010 Mer-
cedes Benz E350 4 mat-
ic. 194,000 miles, great
condition. $5600.00
Call 860-978-0587.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS | DOORS | DECKS | CARPENTRY

- HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTORS LLC

e

CALL 860 633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GAF Master Elite Certified « Platinum ProVia Dealer
Glastonbury-Based « Family-Owned « Industry Leading Warranties

AWU&@(A&MW%Z%J

Intenor & EXtCI’lOI‘
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

A)) PRIME FOX

PAINTING

Call (860) 467-0520

"With any booked job before April 30

Primed LOith Excellence

primefoxpainting.com

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

)V\CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
$1 ooo OFF Full Roof or Siding
Replacement
with this ad

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

or FREE Gutters with

1T9-25-25

Flnanc,n
Available

l

: RN .- mm:ds \ &

SMJo“

WWWE

) Call
For All of Your
Mgl Emonds Air Conditioning
e MECHANICAL Needs! @
%CONTRACTORSM —_—

Lic. #392776

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 - www.emonds.com

HIC.0704020

Page 39

Try Our All
New Westchester
Marketplace
Marinara Sauce!
24 0z. 3.99 ea.

wES‘l‘G@IgESTER

cres MARKET s
Spring Is In The Air!

Boneless & Skinless
Chicken Thighs

o i

Ball Park
Bun Sized

Cheddar Patties Beef Franks 15 oz.

Kretschmar
P&P Or Olive Loaf

Fajita Marinated Walnut Creek

Chicken Tenders

Store Baked
Cranberry Orange
Muffins 4-Pack 20 oz.

Driscoll
Strawberries

Fresh Baked
Italian Bread Frosted Sugar

Cookies

e i

P
$2.99

Coffee
All Var.
22-26 0z.

$11.99

Club Crackers |
All Var. L
11-13.7 oz.

Guldens
Ketchup Spicy Brown
20 oz. Mustard

12 oz.

2 for $3.00

Francesco Rinaldi
Pasta Sauce
All Var. 24 oz.

Oreo Cookies
Family Size All Var.
17.6-18.71 oz.

Progresso
Bread Crumbs
All Var. 15 oz.

Hot Pockets
All Var 17-18 oz.

Eggo Hungry Man
Waffles Dinners
All Var. 10 7512 30z All Var 13-16 oz.

HUNGRY MAN ‘;GHY MQN

Best Yet
Chunk Cheese
All Var. 8 oz.

International Delight
Creamers
All Var. 32 oz.

Sunny Delight
Drinks
All Var 64 oz.

Bl U § ngﬂ:

8 =R

2 for $4.00

Boar’s Head
Ever Roast
Chicken

Boar’s Head
Three Pepper
Colby .]ack

$8.b99;Ib.

PRICES EFFECTIVE Apr 10-Apr 16
860-365-0071

Open 7 days a week f
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

493 Westchester Road, Colchester

Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!
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READ

TO TURN OVER A NEW LEAF?

WE CULTIVATE LASTING RELATIONSHIPS, PROVIDE LOCAL
INSIGHT, AND HELP YOU GROW INTO YOUR NEXT HOME.

=y .'_ ' S dan e
CARLGUILD
& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

PROVIDING A CALM,
COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
TO REAL ESTATE.

JIM HARRINGTON

. . 860-966-9966
~ Jim Harrington, BRoKER S MRHARRS com

RE4-10-26




