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Echoes of ‘The Weepmg Time’ at Hebron Church

By Toriana Williams

On Sunday, surrounded by the stark white
walls of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron,
people shuffled across the bright red carpet and
settled comfortably into pews.

The contrast was striking. A bright, almost
celebratory color was beneath their feet, and yet
there was also an unmistakable heaviness in the
air. It was as if everyone there understood they
were about to witness a performance that would
demand both their attention and their hearts.

Above them, tall stained-glass windows
shimmered in soft hues, casting light across the
sanctuary. There were more than 50 people in
attendance, each one quietly preparing for an
experience that would be as emotional as it was
historical.

The cast, which was to perform a theatrical
reading, walked down the church aisle dressed
in all black. It was as if they were in mourning
- a fitting look for the story that was to be read.
Their slow, deliberate steps padded against the
carpet. It felt less like the beginning of a perfor-
mance and more like the start of a vigil.

The Rev. Ron Kolanowski opened the eve-
ning with remarks that explained how the event
came to be hosted at the church. He spoke of
discovery, connection and the unexpected per-
sonal ties that emerged along the way.

The event itself marked a continuation of an
annual tradition. It brought together the church,
the Sanctuary of Performing Arts group and the
Coalition on Diversity and Equity (CoDE) to
honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
This year’s production centered on a devastating
historical moment: the largest sale of enslaved

The per%oance of “Dy of Tears” by uliu Lester held at St. Peter’s Eisopal

Church on Sunday, April 12, enthralled audience members as they learned about
personal experiences during the largest auction of enslaved people in U.S. history.
Pictured from left are cast members Frances McAlpine Sharp, Liston Filyaw, Leslie
Bevans, Jacque Davis and Jomarie Pipilo. Photo by Laurie Maria Cabral.

human beings in United States history, known
as “The Weeping Time.
Director Laurie Maria Cabral transformed

Julius Lester’s Day of Tears into a version suited
for a staged theatrical reading.
As the performance began, the church

Portland BOS Sends Budget to Referendum

By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen adopted the
proposed town budget for the 2026-27 fiscal
year at its regularly scheduled meeting on April
8. The overall budget came in at $43,492,207,
which Pelton said was a roughly 4.1% increase,
with a corresponding 1.5 mill increase.

Each member of the board gave their
thoughts and feelings about whether they sup-
ported it and why, as well as their concerns. The
board eventually voted 6-to-1 to adopt the bud-
get, which will now head to town referendum
on May 11. Republican Bobby Hetrick was the
lone selectman to vote against it.

First Selectman Michael Pelton, a Republi-
can, said he was proud of the work that all of
them had done to get the budget to this point.

“I believe everyone on this entire team — our
side, the Board of Ed’s side, the departments —
have done their best to try to get down to the
best number they can based on getting the job
done for the various departments based on the
goals of the town, based on what we can afford
to do,” he said, “and that’s always a tough num-
ber to hit”

“There will be some people very happy with
the budget, [and] there will be some people that
will be very unhappy with the budget, no mat-
ter what the number is,” he added. “I think most
people will understand that. As a team, I'm re-
ally proud of how we did this. We all worked on
it. We all squeezed every dollar we could out of
this budget”

Hetrick said that he appreciated people’s hard
work, but that he was still unhappy with the
budget, noting, among other things, that the
Board of Education’s budget was starting with
a planned deficit.

“I know Charles [Britton, Portland’s superin-
tendent of schools] worked hard on his budget,
but I think we're in the wrong area when were
starting a new budget year in the red,” he said.

Hetrick said schools weren’t his only con-
cerns.

“I don’t think we put aside enough money for
our land acquisition and open space,” he said,
and added that, “I think we’re wasting money on
social services — certain ones should be elimi-
nated, other ones we should bring into the town,

because the town can provide us better service
with it - and I think we keep underfunding our
capital budget”

“As much as everyone says were trying to do
things different,” he concluded, “this is the same
budget we've been passing in town for the last
30 years. There’s no planning for the future, no
saving for bigger projects.”

Fellow Republican Vinnie Pitruzzello shared
Hetrick’s concerns about costs, but came to a
different conclusion in the end, voting with the
majority to adopt the budget.

At the end of the negotiations and delibera-
tions, Pitruzzello said, “no single person really
got everything that they wanted” - and he said
he included himself in that statement - but he
added he doesn't see that as a failure.

“All in all, when you think about some of the
headwinds that are facing some of the other
towns... all in all, we’re better than most towns,”
he said, while noting, “Could we do better? Ab-
solutely”

Pitruzzello said he told his colleagues previ-

See Portland BOS, page 31

GROW INTO YOUR NEXT HOME.
— Jim Harrington, sroker
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seemed to transform. The cast’s voices rang out
through the pews, and the diverse cast offered
a unique cast of voices for each character. Each
line carried weight, and each character felt dis-
tinct, breathing life into a story that demanded
to be remembered.

From there, the narrative unfolded with a
raw intensity. The audience was transported to
Savannah, Ga., in March 1857, where, as one
character described, “It’s been three days since
we've seen the sun. ... the rain is coming down
as hard as we breathe” Another voice followed,
steady but trembling with meaning: “This is
God’s tears”

If God had a habit of speaking openly, per-
haps he would have agreed.

The imagery was relentless. Rain pounding
the earth, thunder rolling across the sky and hu-
man lives being auctioned off beneath it all.

One voice recalled, “Thunder rolled from
one side of the sky. ... My heart was jumping
like it wanted to run out of my body and find
someplace to hide” The audience sat still and
absorbed every word.

One character described the auction in chill-
ing detail: “The slave-seller talks so fast you
couldn’t understand what he was saying. ... and
then ... hed shout ‘sold”” The randomness and
cruelty of it all hung heavily in the sanctuary.

Another voice spoke of separation: “He sold
my sister and her husband ... didn’t even let her
come in and say goodbye”

Throughout the performance, the cast navi-

See “The Weeping Time’, page 30
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Glastonbury Yoga Studio Continues to Help People Move

By Olivia Cibula

For more than two decades, Fuller Yoga in
Glastonbury has been helping people build
strength, improve mobility and find a sense of
community both on and off the mat.

Founded in 2004 by owner and lead instruc-
tor Lauren Fuller, the studio has grown into a
space offering yoga, Pilates and specialty classes
focused on improving alignment, flexibility and
injury prevention.

Fuller said the studio’s mission has remained
the same over the years: “We want to educate
and support students who want to move better,
reduce pain and improve their quality of life,”
she said.

With more than 23 years of teaching experi-
ence, Fuller discovered yoga through a back-
ground in dance and creative movement. A
graduate of San Francisco State University with
a degree in dance, she was drawn to yoga for its
expressive and transformative potential.

After completing teacher training in New
York City, Fuller developed a teaching style
centered on thoughtful movement patterns that
build strength and flexibility in both the body
and mind.

Today, Fuller Yoga offers a wide range of
classes in a clean, judgment-free environment
designed to help students connect with their
bodies and reduce both physical and mental
stress. The studio is complete with 10 instruc-
tors, a yoga room filled with mats, blocks, blan-
kets, straps and more, as well as a Pilates stu-
dio with five Peak Pilates combo reformers. An
individual infrared sauna room and massage
room are also available to students.

“It’s not a place where you're going to feel in-
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timidated or judged,” Fuller said.

When Fuller first opened the studio, yoga
looked very different than it does today. Studios
operated without modern booking systems,
memberships or widely available equipment.

“We didn’t have mats — you could not go to
TJ Maxx and get a mat,” Fuller explained. “I had
to order mats ... and I cut them myself”

Despite early challenges, the studio steadily
built a loyal following that continues to return
year after year. “We've always been able to keep
our people,” Fuller said.

Over time, Fuller Yoga has become known
not just for its classes, but for the connections
formed within the studio. Many students at-
tend regularly and friendships often grow out of
shared practice.

The studio also attracts a wide age range of
students, including many older adults. “Most of
our clients are 50 to 80,” Fuller said. “We even
have some 84-year-olds.

While some people attend classes for fitness,
Fuller said a large portion of students arrive
looking for relief from pain, injuries or medi-
cal conditions. Over time, that demand helped
shape the studios focus. Fuller developed a
specialty in working with people who have sco-
liosis or spinal issues, something she relates to
personally.

“That’s really my specialty — yoga for scolio-
sis,” she said. “I have my own back issues that I
was born with that I work on to stay pain free
too”

Students frequently return to the studio af-
ter surgeries, injuries or physical therapy, using
yoga to rebuild strength, balance and mobility.

For longtime student Julie Tooker, Fuller Yoga

€ fulleryoga

Fuller Yoga in Glastonbury is celebrating more than 20 years in business. Owner
and lead instructor Lauren Fuller is pictured at center, along with some of the instruc-

tors from the studio.

has become more than just a place to exercise.
After suffering an ankle injury, she returned to
the studio following physical therapy and cred-
its the instructors and community for helping
her continue her practice.

“The yoga community here is like I've never
seen before,” Tooker said. “These are women
that really care”

Like many small businesses, Fuller Yoga faced
major uncertainty during the COVID-19 pan-
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demic. Fuller credited a supportive landlord
and a quick shift to online classes with helping
the studio survive. Teachers continued instruct-
ing from the studio while students joined virtu-
ally, and the class system was kept as consistent
as possible.

“Life was so chaotic and people were so anx-
ious,” Fuller said. “I wanted them to see the
same thing every time they logged on.”

Sustaining her business for more than 20
years is something Fuller views as a reflection of
adaptability and persistence.

“It just means resilience,” she said. “That I
have the ability to kind of see where we need to
go and make adjustments.”

To celebrate the milestone, Fuller Yoga is
planning a series of community-focused events,
including a pop-up shop with plant-based and
nontoxic clothing brand Reprise Activewear, a
silent disco yoga session and a live harp perfor-
mance during classes.

Fuller believes yoga does not need to be in-
tense or intimidating to be meaningful. Instead,
she encourages consistency and patience.

“Doing yoga is like flossing your teeth,” she
joked. “You won’t die without it, but you'll live
better with it”

When giving advice for those new to starting
yoga, Fuller kept it simple; “Allow yourself to be
humbled,” she said. “Don’t try to have a goal.
Just enjoy the process.”

After more than 20 years, that philosophy
continues to guide the studio helping students
move better and build lasting connections along
the way.

Fuller Yoga is located in Glen Lochen at 39
New London Tpke. in Glastonbury. For more
information on the studio, memberships and
events, visit fulleryoga.com.
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Grand Opening for CGA Middletown Office

Carl Guild & Associates (CGA) will host the
grand opening of its Middletown office Satur-
day, May 2, from noon-2 p.m., and all are in-
vited. The office is located at 32 Washington St.,
Middletown.

During the event there will be a ribbon-
cutting with the Middlesex Chamber of Com-
merce, and CGA is also hoping to award a
$1,000 scholarship to a graduating high school
senior Middletown resident. This is part of the

real estate firm’s scholarship program, which
has seen it give out nearly $50,000 over eight
years to students residing in seven different
towns: East Hampton, Portland, Colchester,
East Haddam, RHAM, Glastonbury, and now
Middletown for the first time.

Additionally, at the grand opening CGA will
seal a time capsule, to be opened five years from
now.

RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM

RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM

Empty Bowls Dinner Event

Students and staff are prepping for their
fourth Empty Bowls dinner event to be held
Thursday, April 30, from 6-8 p.m., in the RHAM
High School cafeteria.

At the last Empty Bowls dinner, in 2024,
over 400 ceramic bowls were made and due
to support from the community, over $3,000
was raised for local food banks. For this year’s
dinner event, there are over 400 bowls made,
a lineup of restaurants from the area donating
food, and organizers said they hope to exceed
the turnout from 2024!.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students

and children, and can be ordered at linqcon-
nect.com/public/store/UALJFX/items. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Hebron Interfaith Food
Bank, Marlborough Food Bank and Andover
Congregational Church Food Pantry.

At the event, guests enjoy a simple meal of
soup and bread and choose a handmade ceram-
ic bowl to take home as a reminder that there
are always empty bowls in the world.

Additional monetary and food donations will
also be accepted and t-shirts with our student
designed logo will be sold at the dinner event.

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration

Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool
Summer Camp is now open for all towns. The
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa
classroom and play yard at RHAM High School,
and is for children ages 3-5 who have not yet
started kindergarten.

Two early childhood teachers staft the pro-
gram along with volunteers. Hours are 9 a.m.-
noon Monday through Friday. Families can
choose to enroll for one to eight weeks.

In camp, children work on social skills, gross
and fine motor and school readiness skills in
a relaxed atmosphere while enjoying summer
recreational activities inside and outside. Chil-
dren must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and campers must
be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). The dates and themes are as follows:

Week 1: June 22-26 — Garden Adventures; Week
2: June 29-July 2 - Locomotion (No Camp July
3); Week 3: July 6-10 — Dinosaurs; Week 4: July
13-17 - Pirates; Week 5: July 20-24 - Ocean
Commotion; Week 6: July 27-31 — Olympics;
Week 7: Aug. 3-7 - Space Invaders; Week 8:
Aug. 10-14 - Fun with Food

To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/
Community/Program?category=4.  Financial
aid may be available for families who qualify by
filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/program-
scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program. If you have further questions, please
contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmyouth.
org or (860) 860 228-0871.

KinderRHAMa Registration is Open

AHM Youth and Family Services’ Kinder-
RHAMa Preschool, located at RHAM High
School, has opened registration for students for
the 2026-27 year. Children ages 3-5 can attend
the program. Children must be 3 by Sept. 1,
2026, and toilet-trained in order to attend.

Two experienced teachers staff the program
and RHAM students assist in the classroom. The
program follows the Early Learning Development
Standards (ELDS) from the State of CT for pre-
school aged children. Regular activities include
circle/story time, outside play, science and math-
based activities, and daily arts and crafts projects.

Part-day and full-day options are offered. The
3-year-old program will be held Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon, and the 4-year-
old program will be held Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The full-day
option from is offered from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. There
are also limited spaces to have your child attend
five days a week from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

The two-day program is $2,490/year; the
three-day program is $4,465/year; and the
five-day program is $7,400/year. The two-day
program with extended day (Tuesday/Thurs-
day from 7 a.m.-3 p.m.) is $3,600/year, and the

WOOD(

three-day/week program with extended day
(Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 7 am.-3
p.m.), is $5,400/year. Tuition can be paid in 10
installments. Financial aid may be available for
families who qualify.

Registration will be online, at ahmyouth.
recdesk.com/Community/Home. Families will
be informed as to whether their child has a
space within a week. If they have a space, fami-
lies will be asked to pay a $45 registration fee
and $150 deposit to hold their child’s space.

For more information, contact Becky Murray
at 860-228-0971 or beckym@ahmyouth.org.

Take-Back Day April 25

AHM’s Coalition for a Healthy and Empow-
ered Community (CHEC), in partnership with
the Connecticut State Police, will host a free
drug take-back event Saturday, April 25, from
9 a.m.-noon, at the Hebron Police Department/
Fire Department, 44 Main St.

Free take-back events are held each year in
the spring and fall for community members to
properly dispose of old and unneeded prescrip-
tions, over-the-counter medications, and vita-
mins anonymously.
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Page 4
From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

I don't often write here about the TV shows
I'm watching, mainly because I figure, well,
who would care? But I recently watched a
(very) limited series that I so enjoyed I want-
ed to share about it.

In my early 20s, I regularly watched the sit-
com Malcolm in the Middle on Fox. It was a
simply hilarious series centered on a young
genius and his very dysfunctional family. It
ran for seven seasons, and while it’s true the
show got a little long in the tooth by the end,
it was consistently very funny, at times heart-
warming, and always very zany. _

So I was quite intrigued when it was an-
nounced last year the Malcolm gang was get-
ting back together again for a reunion special.
The special would actually be broken up over
four half-hour episodes, and centered on par-
ents Lois and Hal’s 40th wedding anniversary.

The episodes dropped last Friday, April 10,
and I eagerly checked them out. And, dear
readers, they were great. The show hadn't
missed a step. I laughed out loud several
times, and the ending was actually quite mov-
ing. Nearly all of the original cast — includ-
ing many of the smaller, recurring characters
- returned, and it was a lot of fun to see them
all back together. The actors all slipped back
into their roles seamlessly.

I won't say much more as I really don’t
want to spoil anything. If you have Hulu (or
Disney+), the four episodes are streaming on
there, and are cleverly titled Malcolm in the
Middle: Life’s Still Unfair - a reference to the
original show’s delightful theme song, per-
formed by the excellent They Might Be Gi-
ants.

I enjoyed the reunion special so much that
I was prompted to go back and rewatch some

episodes from the original series — which is
also streaming on Hulu. You know what? It
still holds up.

* ok %

Hank Williams Jr. once asked if you were
ready for some football. I have an alternate
question: Are you ready for some softball?

If so, you may be interested in joining a new
co-ed adult softball league that’s starting up.

Teams are being formed in Colchester, East
Hampton and Portland. Games may be played
in all three towns in July and August. You have
the option of registering with a team, or as an
individual to be added to a team with open
positions. Rosters must have a minimum of
four women, and all rosters will be capped at
15 players.

The Colchester, East Hampton and Port-
land recreation departments will provide the
fields, balls and umpires. Each team must pro-
vide their own bats and catchers’ equipment.

The fee is $550 per team to cover the town
expenses associated with games.

Registration will close on June 1, at which
point game schedules, rules and more infor-
mation will be sent out.

For more information on this new league,
call Colchester Parks and Recreation at 860-
537-7297.

* % X

This sounds like my kind of race.

The Rotary Club of East Hampton will hold
its first-ever 0.5K Race, an “extreme” test of
endurance designed for those who prefer
their marathons short and their impact large.
This inaugural event will take place Sunday,
June 7, at 11 a.m., at Sears Park, finishing at
Lakeside Bar and Grill, promising what Ro-

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6
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A Time to Share... Joann Osmond, right, outreach coordinator at St Peter’s Epis-
copal Church, recently presented a check to Tressa Giordino, left, executive director
of AHM Youth and Family Services. Founded in 1983, the nonprofit organization
provides services to the communities of Andover, Hebron, Marlborough and Co-
lumbia. These programs include helping to divert teens from juvenile court, pro-
vide community drug and alcohol prevention activities, mental health counseling
and social work services, preschool programs, youth worker programs for senior
citizens, and many other youth and family activities. St. Peter’s shares a portion of

Bulletin Board

“What’s wrong?” I hazarded.
“I just got gas,” she said.

“She was not entirely innocent, believe me”

you put in your car””
thing?”
“Yipes.”

“Geez”

“What are you doing with your phone?”
“Calculating”

“What—"

means—"
“It means it costs $4 to go 25 miles.”
“Right. You did that in your head?”
She groaned.
I turned back to my phone.
“What are you doing now?” she said.

calculator. “That’s one way””

“If you calculate the round trip, its—"
“Seven hundred miles”

gas”
“Yes?”
“Wow. That’s a lot of gas”
“Yes. So?”

in the room continued to drop.
“And worth every penny; I added hastily.
“Indeed,” she replied.

“It was just over $4 a gallon. FOUR dollars!”

My wife came in Saturday from some expedition to somewhere, lugging a bag of who knows
what from who knows where. “I'm sick,” she announced without preamble. “Absolutely sick”

This is never good news for me, as it means I may be required to actually make my own
lunch or possibly have to figure out how to write a check or spend two hours on the phone
trying to persuade a robot to let me talk to a live person about why the cable TV won’t work.

“Oh;” I said, relieved. “I thought you said you were sick” Lunch may not be in great danger
after all. “Just gas? I get gas all the time. And then it just goes away.”

“Yeah, to poison everybody within 100 yards,” she retorted.

“That was the dog,” I protested. “She was the worst.”

“Oh sure. Blame the dog. Always the dog The dog has been gone for years”

“Sure. How many times did the poor dog get put outside for a crime she didn’t commit?”

“Actually, she was probably grateful to be outside,” I admitted.

“Anyway, she said, “I'm not talking about your kind of gas. I'm talking about gasoline. What

“Oh;” I said. “Why should that make you sick? Were you overcome with fumes or some-

“I'm sick because it cost me $60 to fill up the car this morning. SIXTY dollars!”

“Wait a minute. Okay. If the car gets 25 miles to the gallon and gas costs $4 a gallon, that

“It’s 350 miles to go visit your mother in New York,” I said, concentrating on the phone’s

“I don’t think I like where this is going,” she said, rather cooly.

“Right. Seven hundred miles. At 25 miles per gallon, that adds up to...um, 28 gallons of

“So, at $4 per gallon, that means it would cost us $112 just to go see your mother;’ I said,
boldly soldiering on. “And of course, that doesn't take into consideration the wear and tear on

the car or the tolls on the New York Thru-way.”
She didn’t say anything. She just looked at me with no expression at all, as the temperature

“So;” 1 said, smiling brightly. “What’s for lunch?”

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

each of its community event profits with a nonprofit in the region.
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Liberals and Budgets
To The Editor,

I realize Connecticut is a liberal bastion and
most towns Rivereast covers are Democrat-run.
Recent articles state these towns are having fi-
nancial problems, whether it’s missing funds or
huge budget increases that no one seems able
to explain how any of this happened, except
to blame anyone or anything other then those
holding the reins.

I don’t care how liberal you are, but if youre
going to vote to increase the budget then you
should also be kind enough to pay for those of
us that voted against any increase; obviously
that would be the liberal thing to do. The seniors
on S.S. would also appreciate a property tax cut
at half with no restrictions. I am sure you could
afford to make up the difference.

I realize this is a stretch, because liberals are
good at spending others money; isn’t that right,
Colchester?

On another note, state Sen. Needleman’s mes-
sage reads like a playbook from the Trump ad-
ministration. He now wants to play nice after
years of growing state government. He wants to
give back as if he is becoming a fiscal conserva-
tive. If he and his cohorts can give us back all
this, then why did they need it in the first place?
Think about it, especially when you vote and for
whom you vote.

Frank Grande - Colchester

This Isn’t a School Budget;

It’s Damage Control.
To the Editor:

This year’s school budget is the bare mini-
mum. Not because thats what our students
need, but because we're still cleaning up the
mess from the school health insurance reserve
fund debacle. The reserve fund should have
been better managed. But here’s the thing: we
have to pay those health insurance costs no mat-
ter what. That bill isn’t going away.

So why are our kids the ones footing it?

Look at the numbers. $1.3 million has already
been cut from the budget. $3.2 million of what’s
left goes straight to health insurance. That’s not
an investment in education. That's a real-world
cut to every school in Colchester.

The Board of Education is being asked to ab-
sorb the fallout from a financial failure unrelat-
ed to classrooms or students. That’s not a school
budget. That’s damage control.

Colchester’s students deserve better than
whatever’s left over after adults sort out their
problems. We can do more than the bare mini-
mum. We should.

John Farrell - Colchester

P.S: I am a proud member of the Colches-
ter Democratic Town Committee, but I do not
speak on their behalf. These are my own views
as a Colchester citizen and a concerned parent.
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Thank You, Rivereast
To the Editor:

Id like to thank the Rivereast News Bulletin
and staff for their continued coverage of our
local towns. We're lucky to have your coverage
of our town politics and events, something not
available to many citizens throughout the coun-
try any longer.

Keep up the good work and thanks again,
John Fitts — Colchester

Andover’s Children

are Watching
To the Editor:

I am writing as a parent, caregiver, taxpayer,
and volunteer who is deeply concerned about
the pattern of disparaging remarks made by
some of Andover’s elected officials. These com-
ments reflect a broader national trend in which
some leaders stray from the Golden Rule and
the standards of respect expected of public ser-
vice. When officials feel comfortable publicly
diminishing children, it is not an extension of
authority - it is a breach of trust.

At a recent Board of Finance meeting, the
Chair of the BOS referred to preschool edu-
cation as “daycare” Earlier, during a Board of
Education meeting, a BOE official stated, “Ev-
ery 2-year-old is a special ed kid” These are
not simple misstatements. They are dismissive,
uninformed, and harmful. They reveal a discon-
nect between those in power and the lived reali-
ties of families in 2026. They also undermine the
dignity of children who deserve respect — not
minimization - from the adults elected to serve
them. These views reflect outdated notions of
“daycare,” far removed from today’s NAEYC
standards and mandated earlychildhood guide-
lines.

At the meeting where this remark was made,
children in the room - including my own -
watched our superintendent, principal, teach-
ers, BOE chair, Board of Finance chair, Library
Committee Chair, Town Clerk, and the mod-
erator model professionalism and composure.
They showed what leadership looks like. Those
same children were present as statements and
decisions were made about them - statements
directly affecting them in real time.

I entered that meeting asking, “How are we
protecting our children and the future of our
town without a competitive school budget?”
After hearing elected officials publicly diminish
children, I now have to ask a harder question:
How are we protecting our children and the fu-
ture of our town at all.

Elected officials — volunteer or not - take an
oath to uphold the responsibilities of their of-
fice. That oath requires understanding the laws
they operate under, the impact of their words,
and the weight of their influence. Andover gov-
ernance would benefit from deeper participa-
tion and education in governance etiquette,
ethics, publicmeeting conduct, early childhood,
FAPE, and disability awareness—and from stay-
ing current with the needs of the families who
sustain this town.

Strong communities are built on strong
schools, and AES is central to Andover’s future.
Our children deserve leaders who rise to meet
them.

Andover’s children are watching. It's time our
leaders were worthy of their audience.

Doris A. Maldonado Mendez
Andover

PETITE SPA OF WELLNESS

Patricia Sanford
Licensed Massage Therapist
752 Middletown Rd.,

Rt 16, Colchester, CT

860.884.7030
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If You Snooze, We Lose!

To the Editor:
Portland: If you snooze, we lose!!
We are going to pay an enormous

price if you don’t show up to vote for the
budget referendum Monday, May 11.
Twenty percent of registered voters (that’s 1,420
People) must vote or the school bonding refer-
endum automatically fails.

If it fails, we lose a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to receive $66.5 million in state funding
for our public school building needs. Without
it, you and I will pay for it in increased property
taxes.

If you snooze, we lose!!

Elwin Guild
Portland

New York Yankees
To the Editor:

I enjoyed Mike Thompson’s observation con-
cerning the New York Yankees. The Yankees
appear to be a joyless and tense group of play-
ers, under great pressure to win a World Series
in order to call a season successful. Winning
a World Series takes great talent and loads of
luck. Injuries, batting slumps, and nasty oppos-
ing pitchers can frustrate a team striving to win
it all. There is no shame coming in second or
third. Baseball is a tough game decided by inch-
es — and the best teams rise to the top together
and claw each other in October.

The Yankees have won seven pennants and
five World Series over the last 30 years. Even on
off years, the Yankees are always in the hunt for
a playoff spot. The Yankees have showcased the
immense talents of Aaron Judge, Derek Jeter,
Alex Rodriguez, Mariano Rivera and Roger
Clemens, among others. They are a wonderful
organization which will win everything again.

Meantime, the Yankees must lighten up and
understand that winning a World Series is a
terrific accomplishment but the “ride” is more
important. People matter and they provide the
fondest memories. Friends; foes; arguments;
jokes; reconciliations; observations; interac-
tions; crises; victories; defeats; births; deaths;
joys; and sadness make life rich. Former Green
Bay Packers coach Vince Lombardi, a New York-
er, once said that “Winning isn't everything; it’s
the only thing” Lombardi was wrong. The Yan-
kees should disregard Lombardi’s assessment
and start enjoying the game of baseball.

Mark Shea - Moodus

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

DTC Supports School Plan
To the Editor:

On May 11, Portland voters will decide wheth-
er to approve a long-overdue investment in our
elementary schools. The Portland Democratic
Town Committee has voted unanimously to sup-
port this proposal and strongly encourages our
Portland neighbors to join us in voting ‘yes’

For more than 30 years, our community has
not made significant capital improvements to
these buildings. The result is aging facilities that
no longer meet the needs of today’s students or
reflect the standards our community expects.
Attempting to address these challenges through
piecemeal repairs is not only inefficient, but
would be disruptive to student learning, risk
costly building system failures, and ultimately
cost taxpayers more.

This proposal includes the renovation and
expansion of Valley View into a PreK-2 school,
renovation of Gildersleeve into a grades 3-5
school, relocation of 6th grade to the Middle
School to better utilize available space, and criti-
cal HVAC and roof improvements at our sec-
ondary schools. At the conclusion of construc-
tion, Brownstone Intermediate School would be
turned over to the town for future use.

This plan is the result of over five years of
careful study, public input, and evaluation by
multiple committees. It is a thoughtful, well-
developed approach that maintains the small
elementary school experience our community
values, improves educational environments,
and makes better use of existing space across
the district.

Importantly, this project has earned broad bi-
partisan support. The Democratic Town Com-
mittee is joining the Board of Education, Board
of Selectmen, and Republican Town Commit-
tee in unanimously endorsing it. That level of
agreement reflects both the strength of the pro-
posal and the urgency of the need.

Financially, this is a responsible investment.

By approving the project now, Portland will se-
cure approximately $66.5 million in state reim-
bursement, funding that may not be available in
future years. This significantly reduces the bur-
den on local taxpayers and makes this the most
cost-effective path forward.

This is a rare opportunity to invest wisely in
our schools, our students, and our community’s
future.

We urge Portland residents to vote ‘yes’ on
May 11. The polls will be open at Portland Mid-
dle School from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Absentee ballots
are available through the town clerk’ office.

Sincerely,
Portland Democratic Town Committee

Maguire’s Troubling Strategy
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my profound disap-
pointment regarding the comments made by
Selectman Chair Jeffrey Maguire during the
April 9th town budget meeting. By dismissing
Andover’s accredited pre-K programs as “just
daycare,” the chair demonstrated a troubling
misunderstanding of early childhood education
and the immense value it brings to our town.

While dependable childcare is an essential
service for working families, an accredited Pre-
K program provides a fundamentally different
experience. These classrooms are governed by
rigorous state and national standards, such as
NAEYC accreditation, and are led by certified
educators who specialize in early childhood
cognitive and social development.

In a high-quality Pre-K environment, chil-
dren are not merely being supervised while
their parents work. They are actively engaging
in research-backed curricula designed to build
early literacy, foundational math skills, and cru-
cial social-emotional competencies. Decades
of educational research consistently show that
children who attend accredited Pre-K enter kin-

See Letters, page 6
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Why Two Similar Homes Can Sell for Very Different Prices

Homeowners are often surprised when two homes that seem very similar sell for very different prices.
They may have similar square footage, the same number of bedrooms, and be located in the same town
or neighborhood. So why does one sell quickly and for more money, while the other sells for less?

The answer is that buyers don’t purchase homes based only on statistics. They purchase based on
overall value, condition, and perception.

Presentation plays a major role.

A home that is clean, decluttered, professionally photographed, and well-prepared for showings often
creates a stronger first impression. Buyers today usually see a home online before ever stepping inside,
so presentation can influence interest before the first showing even happens.

Condition also matters.

Two homes may look similar on paper, but if one has an updated kitchen, newer roof, modern me-
chanicals, or better-maintained systems, buyers often place a premium on those improvements. Many
buyers prefer paying more upfront rather than taking on projects after closing.

Layout and functionality can also impact value.

Even homes with the same square footage can feel very different depending on room flow, natural light,
storage space, and how usable the living areas feel.

Then there is pricing strategy.

A home introduced at an attractive, well-supported price often generates more interest and stronger
competition. A similar home priced too aggressively may sit longer, lose momentum, and eventually
sell for less.

Timing and buyer demand can also play a role. A home listed when inventory is tight may attract more
urgency than one listed when buyers have more choices.

The key takeaway is this: homes are not commodities. Even similar homes can produce very different
results depending on preparation, pricing, and how they are brought to market.

For homeowners considering selling, small differences in strategy can create meaningful differences in
outcome.

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes
* 4 homes sold
« Average sale price: $501,975
o Average sale-to-list ratio: 102%

« Average days on market: 113 days
» Median days on market: 97 days

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

dergarten significantly more prepared to learn.
They require fewer remedial services in later
grades and have higher high school graduation
rates.

As a parent raising young children here in
Andover, I know firsthand how vital these for-
mative years are. Our town’s future success re-
lies entirely on the educational foundation we
provide to our youngest learners. Equating early
education with basic childcare undermines the
hard work and dedication of our certified teach-
ers who spend their days shaping these young
minds.

We need our town leadership to recognize the
clear distinction between supervision and foun-
dational education. Treating early childhood
education as a glorified babysitting service is a
disservice to our students, our educators, and
our community’s future. It is time we give our
accredited Pre-K programs, and the profession-
als who run them, the respect and support they
deserve.

Sincerely,
Jose David Rivera - Andover

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

tary calls a “grueling” 546-yard journey to the
finish line.

Dubbed the “race for the rest of us,” the
Rotary said the East Hampton 0.5K is a
lighthearted, community fundraiser where
“athletes” of all abilities are encouraged to
participate. The event mimics the traditional
intensity of a 5K with a laid-back atmosphere,
featuring a “carb station” at the beginning and
end to ensure no one collapses from the ex-
haustion of walking two blocks.

The event will feature a 0.31-mile trek that
is almost entirely flat (4” curb elevation) and
guaranteed to take less than 10 minutes, even
at a leisurely stroll. All participants who suc-
cessfully cross the finish line will receive a
commemorative medal and 0.5K oval car de-
cal to proudly display their “athletic” achieve-
ment.

“Competitors” are encouraged to wear their
most creative outfits, with prizes awarded for

Dennler Crisis Continues
To the Editor:

I am writing to strongly object to the pro-
posed use of BOE Capital Reserve funds to
offset the growing Health Reserve Fund deficit
and to urge Colchester citizens and taxpayers to
voice their opposition.

The BOE Capital Reserve Fund was estab-
lished by a joint resolution in December 2005
under the leadership of the late First Selectman
Jenny Contois, BOF Chairman Bruce Hayn, and
BOE Chairman Bill Hettrick - leaders who en-
sured BOE capital assets would be maintained
without unexpected taxpayer burdens. This
resolution established the BOE unexpended
funds/capital reserve policy, which has been re-
spected by every first selectman, BOF chairman
and BOE chairman since 2005, and reinforced
by former CFO Maggie Cosgrove.

The current budget proposal, put forward
under the administration of First Selectman
Bernie Dennler and advocated by BOF Chair
Karen Belding and BOE Chairman Stefanie
Tracey-Calash, represents a departure from that
established policy and raises serious questions

the best dressed.

At the finish line, “exhaustion” will be man-
aged with a snack and ticket for a beverage
provided by Lakeside Bar and Grill.

Proceeds from the event will directly ben-
efit the East Hampton Rotary Clubs local
initiatives, including community service proj-
ects that support East Hampton and Marlbor-
ough.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $15 for kids and
$5 for dogs (on a leash), and include a race
T-shirt, a 0.5K sticker, a hot dog, a doughnut,
and a beverage ticket for Lakeside. Interested
participants will soon be able to sign up on-
line through the Rotary’s website (www.east-
hamptonrotary.org) or in person the day of
event at Sears Park. A $5 “day-of” fee will be
assessed for those who don’t pre-register.

* % X

See you next week.

regarding compliance with governing rules and
procedures. It also undermines safeguards put
in place to protect both the town and the Board
of Education.

Equally concerning, the Health Reserve Fund
deficit — now reported in the range of $4-5 mil-
lion, with concerns it could reach insolvency
by May 2026 — was known for over a year. Yet
questions remain about what corrective actions
were taken and whether sufficient measures
were implemented to protect taxpayers. Instead
of adhering to established financial policy, the
proposal would divert BOE Capital Reserve
funds to address this deficit, raising concerns
about fiscal discipline and oversight.

This action - redirecting BOE Capital Re-
serve funds - contradicts established policy,
undermines long-standing fiscal safeguards,
and erodes public trust in the management of
designated reserve funds.

Many questions also remain regarding the
fiscal oversight and financial management prac-
tices of the current administration and finance
leadership, and whether adequate steps were
taken in a timely manner to address the Health
Reserve Fund deficit.

This proposed action is inconsistent with the
intent of the Town Charter and the 2005 reso-
lution establishing the BOE Capital Reserve
Fund. I urge First Selectman Bernie Dennler
and town officials to halt this action, provide
full transparency regarding the Health Reserve
Fund deficit and its timeline, and pursue solu-
tions that adhere to established policy while
protecting taxpayers.

Colchester deserves better.

Cyndee Laribee - Colchester

A Call for Transparency

and Unified Purpose
To the Editor:

I joined the Board of Education with a clear
and simple goal: to serve our students, support
our educators, and responsibly manage the re-
sources provided by our taxpayers. Like many
of you, my family moved here for our excellent
schools, and I remain deeply committed to see-
ing them thrive. However, after our recent bud-
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get meetings, I feel a bit dismayed by the pro-
cess so far.

Serving on the Board of Education is a fidu-
ciary responsibility. It requires asking difficult
questions and seeking detailed data before com-
mitting to increases. This year, we will be voting
onan 11% budget increase - a substantial figure
for any town to absorb. When I suggested we
take more time to review the research support-
ing the superintendent’s contract increase, my
intent was not to obstruct, but to ensure that
our decisions are “just” and based on complete
information.

I believe that for our schools to remain strong,
our Board must reflect the needs of the entire
community. This includes parents, teachers, se-
niors on fixed incomes and residents without
children in the system. A budget that the whole
town can support is the only way to ensure sta-
ble, long-term funding for our children.

Regrettably, my efforts to seek clarity and
share simple facts with a small group of con-
cerned citizens have been met with severe hos-
tility. This culminated in a public call to form
a committee to investigate my “actions” It is
discouraging when a call for transparency is
treated as a “wrongdoing” and a budget meet-
ing culminates in booing towards seniors. We
must be mindful that our children are watching
us; when we meet disagreement with hostility
rather than dialogue, we fail to model the be-
havior we expect of them.

I am concerned that the meeting ended be-
fore all voices were heard. Many people attend-
ed with the hope of being respected and under-
stood. Moving forward, I hope we can set aside
division and return to our shared purpose. Our
town is at its best when we collaborate openly,
ask thoughtful questions, and work toward a
budget that honors both our students’ futures
and our taxpayers’ realities.

Marcie Miner - Andover

Note: Miner is a member of the Andover
Board of Education but said she is speaking as
an individual.

Just Going Through

the Motions
To the Editor:

I've grown increasingly concerned after at-
tending numerous board meetings during this
budget season. While it may have appeared that
concerns were being heard, it often felt more
like a formality than genuine consideration.
When the Board of Finance was asked by the
Town Council to reduce the budget and keep
the mill rate increase under two mills, they were
unable to do so. In fact, it doesn’t seem that any
cuts were made by the BOF. That raises an im-
portant question — why not? Is it possible that a
lack of tenure or experience among the Board of
Finance members is a contributing factor?

These are challenging financial times. With
more than half of the population in Hebron
over the age of 50, the current budget proposal
does not appear sustainable. I hope residents
will take the time to vote no’ and encourage a
more responsible reduction in spending.

Angela Corentin - Amston

Marlborough Taxpayers,

Be Aware
To the Editor:

It’s budget season, and the usual process for
introducing the budget to the taxpayers is not
happening this year. The first public forum
scheduled for April 20 is typically the time when
residents see the budget presentation, look at
the handouts, and ask questions and voice con-
cerns to the Board of Finance. Immediately af-
terward, the BOF discusses what they heard at
the public forum and decides whether to keep
the budget as presented and move it forward to
vote or make adjustments according to the pub-
lic’s concerns.

However, this year this process has not been
followed. The BOF has finalized the budget, set
the mill rate, and sent the information to the
printers so that the ballots can be printed. These
will be the ballots used for the May 5 referen-
dum. This effectively does not allow you, the
taxpayers, with the opportunity to scrutinize
the budget and ask your questions. Your com-
ments won't affect the bottom line.

You need to be aware of this.

I still encourage you to attend the public fo-
rum on the 20th. Ask your questions, voice your
opinions, and be heard. If the budget fails to
pass at referendum, the BOF will have valuable
insight from the taxpayers before they adjust the
budget. If it passes, so be it. We taxpayers pay
the bills and have the right to make our voices
heard. Come to the public forum on April 20 at
7 p.m., at the MES cafeteria. It’s your right as a
taxpayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Bourbeau - Marlborough
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Quilt Show Thanks
To the Editor:

The Haddam Neck Congregational Church
Ladies Aid would like to thank everyone who
supported the church’s 36th annual quilt show
on April 11 and 12. The weather was fine and
the quilts — more than 100 of them - were just
exquisite. Thank you to everyone who donated
fabric, yarn and notions to the Bits and Pieces
Sale and to all who volunteered, cooked and at-
tended the show during the weekend, support-
ing us in so many ways. This event is a labor
of love for our church community and we are
grateful to be able to host it each year and to
celebrate the incredible talent of our quilting
community both present and past.

Sincerely,

Haddam Neck Congregational

Church Ladies Aid

Franky Dallas, Paulette Perkett,

Darcy Yuille, Deb Olsen, Dianne McHutchison,
Elizabeth Malloy and Melissa Pionzio)

Colchester Politics are Broken
To the Editor:

Colchester politics are broken, and anyone
paying even a little attention can see it.

What we have now is not healthy disagree-
ment or thoughtful governance. It is a culture
built on not-so-subtle shame, quiet intimida-
tion, and an expectation of forced allegiance.
The lively, sometimes messy, but ultimately pro-
ductive spirit of open debate that used to define
this town has been replaced with something far
more damaging. Instead of honest disagree-
ment, we get a kind of performative, toxic posi-
tivity layered over partisan tribalism.

I saw this firsthand when I served on the
Board of Selectmen. Rosemary Coyle would
often express frustration that I would challenge
her publicly during meetings. Her preference
was for me to go along in public, raise concerns
privately, and maintain the appearance that ev-
erything is aligned. “We have to get along,” she
would say.

That is not leadership. That is not transpar-
ency. And it certainly is not good governance.
When elected officials manufacture agreement
in public, they are not fostering unity. They are
misleading the very people they are supposed to
represent. Disagreement is not dysfunction. It
is essential. Many residents rely on those pub-
lic debates to understand issues they otherwise
would not have insight into.

This problem does not stop with elected offi-
cials. It has spread into the broader political cul-
ture. Just last week in the Rivereast, a member
of the Colchester Democratic Town Committee
once again complained about residents continu-
ing to question their government. This, from a
group that had no issue raising concerns when
they were not in power.

The message could not be clearer. When we
are in charge, sit down and stop asking ques-
tions. And if you do continue to speak up, your
motives will be questioned and your character
quietly attacked.

That approach is not just wrong. It is corro-
sive.

Progress does not come from blind allegiance
to a party or a polished, artificial sense of unity.
It comes from engagement, from disagreement,
and yes, from uncomfortable conversations. We
do not need to look far back in history to under-
stand that spirited debate is part of the founda-
tion of our republic.

Colchester should be encouraging more voic-
es, not fewer. We should be welcoming engage-
ment, not shaming it into silence. Right now, it
feels like our leadership is doing the exact op-
posite, and that is a problem we cannot afford
to ignore.

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester

Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Colches-
ter Republican Town Committee.

Eleven Percent?

Let’s Talk About That
To the Editor:

Ten-point-nine percent. That’s the proposed
Andover Elementary School increase. I under-
stand if the number gives you pause.

Here is what that number actually means.

Over the five years from 2020-21 to 2025-
26, the AES budget grew 17%. Inflation over
the same period ran 22%. In real terms, AES
has lost roughly $200,000 in purchasing power
since 2020-21. This is not a school that has been
spending recklessly. This is a school that has been
underfunded and is now asking to catch up.

Some will say they’re on a fixed income and
can’t absorb an increase. Fair enough; let’s look
at the numbers. Social Security benefits have
increased by a cumulative 28.8% since Janu-
ary 2020 — faster than inflation, and nearly 10
times faster than Andover’s total budget grew

over the same period.

Meanwhile, enrollment grew. K-6 students
are up roughly 22% since 2020-21, and includ-
ing Pre-K, the population has grown 40%. More
kids in the building, proportionally less money
to teach them.

Connecticut publishes per-pupil spending
for every district. The right comparison for An-
dover is not the big K-12 towns; we are an ele-
mentary-only district, running Pre-K through
6th grade locally and sending our older students
to RHAM. Among the comparable elementary-
only districts in Connecticut, Andover ranks
near the bottom: 17th out of 21, at $24,643 per
pupil. The average for comparable districts is
over $27,000. We are not an extravagant school.
We are a lean one.

The Board of Education and superintendent
have earned this budget request. Last year, vot-
ers rejected the first referendum 271-310. The
BOE did not argue. They went back to work,
cut $163,000 from the proposal, and came back
with a budget that passed. That is what profes-
sional, responsible governance looks like. That
restraint cost them. Now the bill is due. When
they say they need what they’re asking for, they
have demonstrated that they mean it. Another
flat year doesn’t solve the problem. It makes it
larger.

A full six-year budget analysis — per-pupil
costs, enrollment trends, state comparisons,
and full sourcing — is at http://andoverct.info/
budget2026. I encourage you to read it before
you vote.

The numbers make the case. So does the
track record. Vote ‘yes’

Sincerely,

Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-

cratic Town Committee and a member of the

RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.
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Dementia Talks No. 56
To the Editor:

So, this morning I found myself in my bath-
ing suit sitting next to Mom in the shower.

Why, you ask? Well, it is complicated.

As Alzheimer’s and other dementias progress,
activities of daily living (ADLs) can shift from
being something learned and natural, to some-
thing that is foreign and unwelcoming. And in
some cases, the activity could be scary.

For example, walking down a sidewalk that
has gaps in-between the slabs of concrete, and
your loved one stops before the gap. They may
see the gap as a hole that they might fall into, or
see it as a “lip” that they need to step over. Either
way as the brain shrinks/changes, these ‘normal’
situations to you and I, become not so normal to
our loved ones.

Let’s use the shower as another example. If
you have a shower head that drips big blobs of
water while it is on, you might think nothing of
it. For someone with dementia, the big blobs of
dripping water amongst the spray might hurt
them if they stand under it. Or that the spray
might be needles instead of warm cozy drops of
water. Or the ‘drip lip’ to the shower to keep the
water in, may look like something bigger and
that they don’t want to step over. Or what hap-
pens if the shower is on and someone else flush-
es a toilet and the water goes from cozy-warm
to freezing-cold. You and I can like rationalize
what happened, but someone with Alzheimer’s
that temperature change might be a full-on
dealbreaker to getting clean.

This morning, I discovered that Mom didn’t
want to step into the shower because the shower
floor was cold; we had to warm it up. Then the
water temperature fluctuated, so Mom’s verbal
“ouch” wasn't from pain - it was from discom-

fort because the water became hotter. When the
aide soaped up the washcloth and started to
wash her back, Mom’s “ouch” wasn't from pain
- it was from discomfort because the washcloth
was rough. These are just examples.

Sometimes we need to tease out the why
around behavior instead of deeming our loved
one as combative or difficult. In my world,
someone with a shrinking brain can’t be difficult
- it’s a matter of asking what can we do differ-
ently to make the experience better.

May you enjoy the spring showers and al-
ways....and know that you are not alone.

With much love and peace,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

Andover Budget,

Lamont Taxes
To the Editor:

Hello. Its been a while since I've written but
here it is, budget/tax season and in Connecticut
and in our small town it’s looking like higher
taxes — again — and more burden on the work-
ing class and on small businesses. We never
see Ned Lamont and his Democratic majority
reduce spending despite billions of tax monies
from the casinos, sports gambling and now can-
nabis. For years, Connecticut has been among
the highest taxes states in the country with a
very generous attitude with regards to welfare
recipients, SNAP cards and illegal immigrants.
Ned Lamont and his people - the Democratic
majority — have to go It's been way too Long
since we've had Republican leadership at the
State Capital.

On Lamont’s current agenda is to raise the
minimum wage yet again, which will escalate
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* Letters, cont. from page 7

inflation raise retail prices and businesses will be
forced to reduce their work force. Lamont also
wants to establish an exit tax just like California.
Connecticut is one of 11 states to tax social se-
curity benefits — deplorable!! He is making this
state unaffordable to most seniors and those liv-
ing on fixed incomes.

In Andover, I am very much opposed to the
proposed 6.8% spending increase with a $500K
spending increase for Andover Elementary
school alone. Our Board of Ed says it'’s “bare
bones” Hardly!! Not for the seniors or those
without children. > $90K for a school psycholo-
gist. That’s a sad state of affairs when elementary
students need this. We are already over-chal-
lenged with rising living costs, heating oil, gaso-
line, food prices and the list goes on.

The Board of Finance has requests for an ad-
ministrative assistant to our town manager. Our
previous administrator was able to run our town
and still had time to file for grants and he was
really good at it.

They also want an assistant for the Commu-
nity Center - another wish list Item.

I urge our Board of Finance and the Board of
Ed to revisit this budget and minimize yet an-
other significant tax increase. I could support a
2-3% increase but 6.8% is a big hit. Be a voice
and attend our town meetings.

Don Denley - Andover

East Hampton Zone Change
To My East Hampton Neighbors; T/C; P&Z;
David Cox, Town Manager; and Juliet Hodge,
Planning and Zoning Administrator:

The P&Z has accepted an application to
change 18 acres from residential to commercial.

What/Where: PZC-26-003: William House:
200 West High St. (Route 66), across from
RULE OF 3 BREWING

How Do You Know?: Go to www.easthamp-
tonct.gov/DocumentCenter/Index/862. There
on the lower left, you will find a “Heading” -
PZ-26-003 200 WEST HIGH - Click to view
--Another “Heading” that has “Application” in
the Center of the page - Now you may Click on
“Application” to view a 3-page PDFE. Open it up
and you see the complete application.

Discussion: These 18 acres are across Route
66 from Rule of 3 Brewing.

The 2006 POCD Future Land map (page 6-3)
has this property listed as “very low density
residential” - 1 dwelling per 2 acres. The 2016
POCD Future Land Map (page 116) again has
this listed as “very low density residential” - 1
dwelling per 2 acres. The 2006 and 2016 POCD
show that the CT DEEP has 15 of the 18 acres
within the “Natural Diversity Database” (Page
3-13 and Page 45).

On todays GIS: the map shows the Pine
Brook on the property.

For 20 years, the town has had this vision.
Why the change?

Now, let’s talk “creep”: Once this R2 is changed
to C, the abutter properties are easily changed to
C. Once one, then the next, then the next. On
and on the zone change creeps.

Action: Voice your opinion to the P&Z mem-
bers before the next vote on Wednesday, May 6.

The P&Z should follow the 20-year vision of
POCD’s “very low density” It should not allow
the zone to jump Route 66, to the north, which
would open that side to commercial develop-
ment. Where would it stop?

Douglas Mackeown - East Hampton

The Emperor’s Budget
To the Editor:

At the April 8 Colchester Board of Finance
budget meeting, the truth wasn’t in the num-
bers. It was written all over their faces.

They know. They know it’s too high. They
know it relies on decisions that are not sustain-
able. And yet, they are pushing it forward any-
way.

No real cuts. No serious debate about priori-
ties. No willingness to make hard decisions. Just
a quiet effort to move it along and hope the pub-
lic doesn’t push back.

This is The Emperor’s New Clothes in real time.

Everyone in the room can see the problem.
No one will say it. So the illusion continues, and
taxpayers are expected to pay for it.

Let’s be clear: this is over a $5 million increase
in a single year. The library gets 1.25%. Teachers
see about 3%. So why are the town and school
budgets up 8%?

Some will point to rising health insurance
costs. Those costs are real. But this was not un-
avoidable. It is the result of ignored warnings,
poor decisions, and a failure to act. Now taxpay-
ers are being asked to cover it.

And when it came to avoiding Connecticut’s
motor vehicle tax cap, they suddenly found
precision. Razor-thin cuts, carefully calculated.

When optics mattered, discipline appeared. Ev-
erywhere else, it was absent.

They are even violating the town’s BOE capi-
tal reserve policy to create the appearance of a
lower mill rate. That is not budgeting. That is
financial malpractice.

Trust me, the $5 million referendum will not
cover a new roof and AC at Bacon Academy.
There is a capital list more than $26 million
long. That money will be needed. They know it.

If you want to understand priorities, look
at the top. Nearly $20,000 salary increases for
the superintendent and First Selectman Bernie
Dennler.

They will say this is necessary. They will say
there is no alternative.

That is not leadership. It is avoidance.

They are choosing the easiest path for them-
selves and the most expensive path for taxpay-
ers.

They know this makes Colchester less afford-
able. They know it shifts the burden onto fami-
lies already stretched thin. And they are doing
it anyway.

In the story, it took a child to say the emperor
had no clothes. In Colchester, the public will
have to do the same.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester
Republican Town Committee.

After the School

Consolidation
Dear Portland Residents:

I have not attended one school consolidation
meeting; it is not that I do not care because I
care very, very much ... but I am not an engineer,
an architect, law enforcement, fire personnel,
public works, etc. I trust that these people care
tremendously about the children of this town
and will make the right decisions. I trust that
they are also cognizant of the fact that for many
families, tax increases are a hardship. I will vote;
I will pay.

What I am is a teacher and what I do know
is what children need inside a structurally safe/
secure building. When this is all said and done,
please start advocating for foreign language in-
struction K-5 instead of 7-12. The research is
abundantly clear - foreign language acquisition
occurs best in the younger grades. Our children
are not becoming truly multi-lingual. Fifty years
ago, I started foreign language in 7th grade.

Our children are not going to be able to
compete in this nation, never mind the global
stage. Research is also clear that being multi-
lingual improves problem-solving abilities and
decreases age-related dementia among many
other life enhancing benefits. In essence, we are
spending $100 to get a 10-cent return, when
we could be spending $100 and getting a $500
return. I'm not that smart; surely some of you
who are should be able to see that not only is
this a wasteful investment monetarily, but I see
this as an injustice to our children. It has been
said, “When you know better, you do better” We
know better.

There is tremendous beauty in the world - in
the face of every child for sure, but the world is
an increasingly complicated place. Sometimes I
have to turn the news off because my stomach
starts to bother me and I know I won't be able to
sleep. We need to give our children every possi-
ble advantage. Please, obviously my voice is too
small for anyone to do anything about this, but
I am praying that some of you have more power.
Parents are the greatest Mortal Advocates for
their children!

Kind Regards,
Debbie Law - Portland

Hebron DPW 2012

Perspective
To the Editor:

As Hebron continues to make positive prog-
ress on the Department of Public Works proj-
ect, a little history can add a lot of perspective.
A Preliminary Program for the improvement
of the DPW was presented to the Town of He-
bron by CME Associates, Inc. on Nov. 5, 2012.
The Executive Summary found on page three
confirms the awareness that a problem existed
almost 14 years ago, “The Town of Hebron, rec-
ognizing that the existing Department of Public
Works facility at 550 Old Colchester Road in
Amston provides inadequate space for normal
operations and protection of equipment, en-
gaged the services of CME Associates, Inc. to
prepare a space needs analysis for use as a plan-
ning tool that will guide future development of
a new facility”

Among several issues, the study notes the de-
ficiencies in storage and workspace, which re-
mains the same to this day, “Specialized equip-
ment is necessary to build and repair roads,

install drainage and maintain roads particularly
in the winter time... Critically, all of these ex-
pensive supplies and equipment need to be
stored and maintained efficiently so that their
value can be maintained over time... Storage
facilities for equipment are lacking at present.”

Beyond the serious problem with equipment
storage, the study reported even more serious
issue with worker safety. “In addition, facilities
for DPW personnel are severely deficient which
affects the safety and well being of these town
employees.” The variety of hazards to Hebron’s
Public Works employees include a dangerously
cramped garage where workers have to climb
over equipment to access the vehicles.

Another serious issue is the lack of an ade-
quate rest area, particularly important for snow-
plow drivers working extended hours during
winter storms. It is unacceptable that these town

employees still have to sleep in their trucks. Not
only creating a physical challenge, the lack of
quality rest can lead to reduced reaction time
with potentially tragic results for the drivers and
the public.

The last sentence in the 2012 Facilities Study
Executive Summary continues to carry signifi-
cant weight, “An investment in improved and
expanded DPW facilities in the town of Hebron
will be a cost saving measure in the long term
as current investment in equipment will be pre-
served as the equipment will be properly stored
and maintained under optimal conditions” Not
only will this investment preserve equipment, it
will preserve our most important and valuable
assets, the hardworking employees of Hebron’s
DPW.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston
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Finding

whenever it occurs.

From the Committee on Solidarity

Americans watched and many celebrated as more than 120,000 men, women and children
were removed from their homes and sent to remotely-located detention camps. Because of their
imprisonment they suffered the loss of jobs, assets, homes and friends. A government investiga-
tion concluded that the incarcerations were “without individual review or any probative evi-
dence” and was evidence that the U.S. government had failed to protect the rights of its citizens.

The highly critical report titled ‘Personal Justice Denied” was written in 1982-1983 by the
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment (CWRIC) and reviewed the imprison-
ment, more than 40 years earlier, of Japanese American citizens. While Japanese Americans
had suffered discriminatory treatment for decades before WWII, the 1941 attack on Pearl Har-
bor allowed the U.S. government to convert that historic racism into national policy. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066 authorized the Secretary of War “to exclude any
and all persons, citizens and aliens, from designated areas in order to provide security against
sabotage, espionage and fifth column activity” Consequently, all American citizens of Japanese
descent were prohibited from living, working or traveling on the west coast of the United States.

Members of the CWRIC concluded not only that there was no military basis for the incarcera-
tion of Japanese American citizens but also that “the broad historical causes which shaped these
decisions were race prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of political leadership.” In recognition
of the grave injustice suffered by the incarcerated Japanese Americans, $20,000 in compensation
was paid, by the U.S. government in 1988, to those still-surviving victims of that unlawful act.
One of those survivors lived in Portland for almost 50 years.

May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and the Committee on Solidarity is proudly
collaborating with the Portland Historical Society, the Portland Public Library, the Middlesex

County Historical Society, the Senior Center and the family of Nobuko (Nobu) Kumekawa
Hibino - known as Ann Hibino - to present another ‘Voices of Portland’” event. Ann Hibino:

Her Voice In Portland will be held on Saturday, May 2 at 10:30 am at the Portland Senior
Center. Register now at portlandlibraryct.org/voices-of-portland.

In establishing the Committee on Solidarity in 2021, the Board of Selectmen offered six decla-
rations as the basis upon which the committee was being established. The third states that “there
is no room for bias, racism, bigotry, prejudice or violence in our town, state or nation...” As
noted in the government report cited above, racism, even as national policy, must be challenged

As the Committee on Solidarity looks forward to Juneteenth and Pride events (that will be
detailed in future columns), we are also planning activities and educational events related to
White Supremacy, Disability Rights and Trans Day of Remembrance. Our meetings are open to
the public and we invite Portland residents to attend in person or via Zoom. For more informa-
tion, visit the town’s website for our agenda, minutes and schedule.

Portland Committee on Solidarity

PHS Class of ‘76 50th Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1976 50th
Reunion will take place Saturday, June 13, at
Terrazza Quarry Ridge Golf Club, located at 9
Rose Hill Road in Portland. Cocktail hour will
begin at 5 p.m.

Also, there is an optional opportunity to at-
tend graduation for the Class of 2026, to cel-
ebrate the Bicentennial class with the Class of
2026’ Semiquincentennial ceremony. Gradua-
tion is scheduled for Monday, June 15.

Anyone with contact information for class-

mates Betsy Bransfield Rose, Alex Castelli, Bev-
erly Chester, Carol Clausi Karnilowicz, Richard
Kearney, Nancy McKinstry Roch, Richard Pa-
woiczik, Mark Pierini, Maureen Robinson Jor-
dan, or Thomas Savage is asked to email Mary
Linda Eccles/Reitz at mlreitzphs76@gmail.com
or message her on Facebook: Portland high
class 76.

Classmates can also verify current contact
information and obtain information by contact-
ing Reitz.

Planning Portland’s Future

All Portland residents recently received a
large postcard in the mail, which has informa-
tion about two plans for Portland’s future. One
is the updating of the Portland Plan of Conser-
vation and Development, and the other is a Plan
for Portland’s Downtown and Riverfront.

There are two committees working on these
plans, and they ask residents to complete the
surveys by either using the QR codes found on

the postcard, or by visiting www.portlandct.org
and find the links for the sites and surveys.

On Saturday, April 25, all are invited to attend
the Future Portland Downtown and Riverfront
Masterplan Interactive Workshop from 10 a.m.-
noon at the Portland Waverly Senior Center, 7
Waverly Ave.

For further information or assistance, call the
Portland planning office at 860-342-6727.

Registration Continues for Town-Wide Tag Sale

The Portland Historical Society’s 30th annual
Town-Wide Tag Sales Day is just three weeks
away — Saturday, May 9, rain or shine. And just
one week remains to register your tag sale.

To register online, visit www.portlandhist-
soc.com and click on the big yellow banner;
just follow the instructions online. Registration
sheets are also available in the barrel at the Ruth
Callander House Museum of Portland History
located at 492 Main St. or you can download a
form from the society’s website. Completed pa-
per registrations along with payment should be
mailed to the society at P.O. Box 98, Portland,
CT 06480.

The fee to register is $25 and all registrations
must be received by next Sunday, April 26. Port-
land residents who sign up will be assigned a
spot on the society’s official Tag Sale Map issued

for that day listing the sale locations and types
of items featured at each one. Each registered
tag sale will be marked with a numbered pole
sign corresponding to sale locations on the map.

On Saturday, May 9, the society will have a
Bake Sale of homemade goodies at the Calland-
er House. Members and friends of the society
will be baking pies, muffins, cookies, scones,
cakes, brownies and more and packaging their
specialties for this sale. Baked goods can be
dropped off after 7:30 a.m. on Saturday morn-
ing. Bake Sale doors open at 8:30 a.m.

The annual Town-Wide Tag Sale is the main
fundraiser for the society. Proceeds help to
maintain the museum and to further the mis-
sion to collect, preserve and share Portland’s
history.
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Grant Application, Substitute Teacher Contract Approved

By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen held their
regular meeting on April 8, and while the adop-
tion of the town’s budget was the main event,
the board also attended to other business, in-
cluding approving a bid waiver for the Board of
Education’s contract extension with a substitute
teacher staffing agency.

The selectmen heard from Superintendent
of Schools Charles Britton, who discussed the
Board of Education’s contract with ESS, a sub-
stitute teaching staffing agency, which handles
onboarding, hiring and all HR actives for the
district’s subs.

Britton noted that, while the district did pay
a markup on each substitute, it had been using
ESS for the past ten years. Five years ago, he
said, the district went out to bid and it was clear

that ESS was “by far the premium bidder”

He said the district had been very happy with
their work and that it was a flat contract exten-
sion, with no increase in cost, so he was seeking
a bid waiver to extend the existing contract. The
board voted unanimously to approve the waiver.

The board also voted unanimously to ap-
prove a resolution for the town to apply for a
grant from the state’s Department of Emer-
gency Services and Public Protection (DESPP),
which funds emergency management programs
overseen by Emergency Management Director
Don Gouin, and to approve the town’s partici-
pation in the state’s Neighborhood Assistance
Act grant program, which provides tax credits
to community groups.

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican,

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School classes, for children
ages 3 through 8th grade, meet the first and
third Sunday of each month, from 10:15-11:15
a.m. For more information, call Sylvia LeShane
at 860-342-0658.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-

ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers

On Saturday, April 25, from 1-2:30 p.m., a
panel of crime writers from the Connecticut
chapter of Sisters in Crime will speak about
“Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers” at
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave.

Sisters in Crime (SinC) is an international orga-
nization created in 1986 to represent and advocate
for women crime writers. It has since grown into
an inclusive community of all crime writers at any
stage of their career, published or not.

The organization defines crime writing as
“fiction and nonfiction, traditional and indie.
It’s serious and tragic or light-hearted and fun-
ny, sexy or sweet, suspense, spy, or serial killer.
Crime writing is wide-ranging, bestselling,
award-winning”

The four published authors speaking on the
panel are Ang Pompano (moderator), Kathryn
Orzech, Christine Falcone and Sharon Dukett.
Pompano and Falcone have been in the same
writing group for more than 25 years.

Falcone’s book Ruffd Up was released at the
end of March, the fourth book in her Melanie
Bass Mystery Series. She drew upon her 40-year
career as an RN to shape her main character.
Her books are based on the Connecticut shore-
line.

Orzech is a Connecticut native, film fan, and
news nerd. She writes suspense thrillers set in
New England “and other exotic locations,” with
lead women characters who confront danger,
flirt with romance, and brush with the super-
natural. She’s currently working on screen adap-
tations of her books and a third novel. Orzech
credits Sisters in Crime with helping to refine
her writing, learn about publishing, and form
new friendships.

Dukett is the author of The Shutdown List,

Riverfront Access
Clean Up Day

The Riverfront Access Committee will host a
“Riverfront Clean Up Day” Saturday, April 18,
from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Meet at the Tilcon As-
phalt Plant on Airline Avenue for assignments.

Activities will include trimming invasive
vines, removing invasive seedlings and picking
up trash. Please bring landscaping tools such as
rakes, pruning shears and shovels. Also please
bring eye protection and gloves.

If you have a question, email Lou Pear at lou-
isjpear@gmail.com or Rick Sharr at rsharr51@
gmail.com.

Brownstone Quorum
Annual Meeting

first runner-up for the Eric Hoffer Award in
Mystery/Crime, as well as a memoir, No Rules.
Her background in information technology
peppers her novels with computer crime. Duke-
tt is the current vice president of the Connecti-
cut chapter of SinC. She is currently working on
a spin-off novel of The Shutdown List.

Pompano is the moderator of the panel. He
is also an author, editor, and publisher. His first
novel, When It’s Time for Leaving, was nomi-
nated for an Agatha Best First Novel Award.
His latest novel, Diet of Death: A Reluctant Food
Columnist Mystery, was released in January. A
co-founder of Crime Spell Books, he co-edits
the Best New England Crime Stories anthology
and has written many short stories featured in
numerous anthologies.

Pompano is a long-standing board member
of the Connecticut and New England chapters
of Sisters in Crime and is currently the member-
ship secretary for the Connecticut chapter.

Books will be available for sale at this event.

also updated the board and the public on the
ongoing construction activity at the Nordic Spa,
which he said was still on track to open in No-
vember. He said that the spa had requested an
easement on Brownstone Avenue and that the
town was working through some details with
the spa and Eversource regarding that easement.

Pelton also updated residents on Brainerd
Place, adding that the outside of Sage House
would be getting updates over the next month
or two, with the inside following. On the Riv-
erfront Access Project, he said he believed it
would be ready for a ribbon cutting in roughly
six weeks, around late May.

In terms of the towns new water well, Pub-
lic Works Director Jason Morrocco said that
the contract had been signed with Snyder Civil

Engineering and the town had gotten approval
from the Department of Public Health to pro-
ceed with plans for the well’s construction.

Lastly, the council reiterated its support for
the school consolidation project. Voters will
have the chance to vote on the bond issue at
the May 11 referendum, and Pelton emphasized
that they need to get 20% of voters out to the
polls for the vote to be valid. He said he believed
there were roughly 7,100 registered voters in
town, meaning over 1,400 voters would need to
turn out.

“We need 20% of people in town to vote for
this thing. Whether it passes or fails, even if ev-
ery person who voted for it came out, but we
only had 19% of the registered voters come out,
it still wouldn’t pass,” he said.

Grange in Town-Wide Tag Sale

Hemlock Grange in Portland is participating
in the town-wide tag sale on Saturday, May 9.

Individuals may join the tag sale and have
a space in the parking lot. Individuals need to
provide their own table. Fee is $10.

The Grange will also accept donations of
many items, including small workable appli-
ances. No furniture or clothes will be accepted.

Someone will be at the Grange Hall on Friday,
May 8, starting at 1 p.m., to accept donations.
The hall will be open in the afternoon and eve-
ning. Hemlock Grange is located at 17 Sage
Hollow Rd.

For more information, call Betty Jane at 860-
267-7512. Leave your name and number and
your call will be returned.

No Yellow Tents for Historical Society

With just three weeks until Town-Wide Tag
Sale Day on May 9, the Portland Historical So-
ciety reminds everyone that they will not be col-
lecting items for Tag Sale Day this year.

Phase one of the re-construction of the 1841
Gildersleeve Store on the grounds of the Ruth
Callander House Museum of Portland History
at 492 Main St. will be happening in the next
few weeks. Therefore, the society’s own tag sale,
which directly benefits the society, will not be

happening. However, if you are cleaning and
tossing photos from the past, youre asked to
contact the historical society to see if it would
like to add them to its collection. These photos
can be of people, places and events from Port-
land’s past.

For more information about the Town-Wide
Tag Sale, call 860-982-1486 or email PortlandC-
Thistory@gmail.com.

Scholarship Offered by Garden Clubs

Applications are now available for a $500
scholarship offered by the Portland Garden
Clubs.

The scholarship will be awarded to a gradu-
ating high school senior who is a resident of
Portland and has been accepted at an accredited
college or post-secondary school and plans to
pursue a major in one of the following fields:
agronomy, botany, city planning, conservation,
environmental studies, forestry, horticulture,
land management, landscape design, plant pa-
thology or allied subject. Applicants must have
a grade point average of at least 3.0.

The scholarship is funded from the proceeds
of community activities of The Portland Gar-
den Club and The Portland River Valley Garden
Club. A review committee will consider the ap-
plicant’s academic record, ability to articulate
career goals, and their recommendations. Fi-
nancial need could be part of the decision.

Application and letters of recommendations
need to be submitted to the applicants Guid-
ance or Counseling Department or emailed to
sueanderson06480@aol.com or portlandriver-
valleygc@gmail.com before April 20.

RE3-6-26

Dog Tales

ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE
Louise and Michael Walsh

860.342.BATH

283 Main Street

Portland, CT
dogtalespetspa.com [j

7:)0 w

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR

1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Hand

“We Meet ‘é’c/ Aecident”

Portland, CT 06480

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520
www.portlandcollisionllc.com

RE11-6-20
—

Gotta’s Farm

S @ Route 17, Portland
F Y (860) 342-1844

“Hours: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm Daily

GOTTAS FARM IS OPEN FOR
THE 2026 SEASON!

Perennials, Pansies and early season Veggies

All Annual trays $1.69
each or $16.99 for a

all hardened off and ready for planting.

A All 4" Perennials
' $4.99 each or $60.00

e Standard

GIJMPI.E'I'E TRANSMISSION
SERVIGE AND AUTO REPAIR

e Domestic

e Automatic
Cars

e Light Trucks

e 4x4

A

The 2026 Brownstone Quorum Annual Meet-
ing will be held Sunday, April 26, at 2 p.m., at
the Waverly Center, 7 Waverly Ave.

After a short meeting to elect officers and an-
nounce awards, The Brownstone Quorum and
the Portland Historical Society will host a talk
by Beau Doherty. Doherty will share examples
of notable birds, trees, plants and pollinators
observed in the riparian habitat of Riverfront
Park following removal of invasive species by
the Brownstone Quorum.

All are invited. Light refreshments will be
served.

flat of 12 trays. for a flat of 15

We have thousands of 10" Hanging 12" Combination
Baskets starting at $18.95. Baskets for $33.95.

We have 3 cubic ft. bags of Mulch for sale along with
bagged Top Soil & Potting Soil

Brown and Black bulk mulch available for delivery
Farm fresh pies, breads and baked desserts

Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It's From Gotta’s — It's Gotta Be Good!

PORTLAND
TRANSMISSION

25 SILVER STREET, PORTLAND
860-342-4273
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| Connecticut-based band Seat of Or Pants illﬁi)eform at Trinty Church Sunday,
May 3, as part of the Brownstone Vital Connections music series.
Brownstone Music Series to Continue

The Brownstone Vital Connections music se-
ries will continue Sunday, May 3, at 4 p.m., at
Trinity Church, 345 Main St.

The Connecticut-based band Seat of Our
Pants will perform. The group specializes in
country and bluegrass music, as well as many
cover songs, including “Nights in White Satin,”
“Eleanor Rigby” and “Black Magic Woman”
The band has played venues like the Button-
wood Tree and Mohegan Sun’s Wolf Den.

The proceeds from Brownstone concerts and
events are donated to local, regional and nation-

National Day of Prayer
All are invited to celebrate the National Day of
Prayer Thursday, May 7, at 5 p.m., at Town Hall,
to come pray for the town, state and nation.
For more information, call Michelle at 860-
978-1896.

For Serious Traders

STOP
CHASING.
START
SEEING.

BLJ!lt fo

ri(—'|l

Foundlng members can lock in
early access startlng at $49/month.
S ‘he QR

WWW.VEROCHART.COM

al nonprofit organizations. The proceeds from
this event will be going to support the Middle-
sex Land Trust, whose mission is to preserve
open space for the future.

Tickets are $15 at the door. For more infor-
mation, call 860-463-6444 or email trinityvi-
talconnections@gmail.com.

]i)rln g Senior Mixed Golf
1 seniors from the nine Rivereast towns
are invited to participate in the Spring Senior
Mixed Golf League, which will take place Tues-
day mornings, starting May 5, at Portland West
Golf Course. The league will run eight weeks.

Seniors 55+ play nine holes in a match play
format with handicaps. All skill levels from be-
ginner to low handicappers are welcome to join.

Contact Jack Anderson for more info, at 860-
882-3752 or jackande52@aol.com.

PIANO
TUNER

Tuning,
Repairs &
Cleaning

CIT10-22-20

Contact
TED WILLIAMS
Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com

Like us on
Facebook

f

RivereastNewsBulletin

Absentee Ballots for Budget, School Referendums

Referendums on the proposed 2026-27 bud-
get as well as the proposed school consolida-
tion project referendum will be held Monday,
May 11, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m., at Portland Middle
School, 93 High St. There is no early voting for
referendums.

The Portland town clerk’s office will begin
issuing absentee ballots for the referendum on
Wednesday, April 22. Registered voters and
property owners can obtain an application in
person at the office, by calling 860-342-6743,

or visiting the town clerK’s page of the Town of

Portland website, www.portlandct.org.

Any applications or completed absentee bal-
lots should be mailed back to the Town Clerk’s
Office at: P.O. Box 71 Portland, CT 06480,
brought to the Town Clerk’s Office in person, or
left in the election drop box located by the rear
entrance of the Town Hall. Completed absen-
tee ballots must be received back no later than 8
p.m. on May 11 in order to be counted.

Portland residents can also obtain a voter reg-
istration card at the town clerk’s office.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Register before May 1 to
lock in early bird pricing. Kiddie Camp is open
to children ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kin-
dergarten, Base Camp is open to children enter-
ing grades 1-6 and Teen Camp is open to chil-
dren entering grades 7-9.

Multi-Sport Program at Riverfront Park:
Saturday mornings, April 18-May 23. Separate
programs are offered for kids aged 2-5.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry - Grades
K-5: Saturdays, April 25-May 16, at Portland
West Golf Course. Grades K-2 are 12:15-1:15

p.m., and grades 3-5 are 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry -
Grades 6-8: Tuesdays, May 5-26, 4:30-5:30
p.m., at Portland West.

Ladies Spring Golf Clinic for Beginners
with Gerry: Tuesdays, May 5-June 2, 6-7 p.m.,
at Portland West.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Men’s Drop-In Basketball: Tuesdays through
June, from 7:30-9 p.m., at Portland Middle
School. This program is free to Portland resi-
dents and has a one-time fee of $20 for non-
residents. Registration is required for all partici-
pants. The program does not take place on days
when the school is closed or has early dismissal.

Participants Sought for Memorial Day Parade

Portland’s Memorial Day Parade will be Sun-
day, May 24, rain or shine, and participants are
sought.

Parade assembly will be on Victoria Road at
1:30 p.m., with float/vehicle assembly at 12:30
p.m. Step-off will be at 2 p.m. The procession
will pause for a brief ceremony at the Civil War
Monument on Bartlett Street, then continue
down Main Street as usual. A reviewing stand
will be located at Brownstone Intermediate
School. The route will then proceed left onto
Waverley Avenue, left onto East Main Street,
and right onto Fairview Street, concluding at

First Congregational
Church News

First Congregational Church, located at 554
Main St., holds worship Sundays at 10 a.m. All
are invited. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke.

For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Concert for Food Bank
Portland resident Tony Rome will hold a con-
cert to benefit the Portland Food Bank. The con-
cert will take place on Saturday, May 2, at 2 p.m.,

at Concentric Brewing Company, 91 Main St.
Attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable
food item for the food bank. If you can’t make

the show, Rome asks that you still donate to the
food bank.

Car Show Coming

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car
Show, organized by Portland’s Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will return Friday, June 26, in the rear
parking lot of St. Mary Church.

The show starts at 3 p.m., prizes will be
awarded at 7 p.m., and dinner will be available
along with a charity raffle.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & 01d Stuff

Bottles ¢ Crocks ¢ Jugs » Costume Jewelry ¢ Pottery « Toys
 Pewter ¢ Glassware ¢ Sterling Silver ¢ Coins ¢ Gold
* Silver Plated Items ¢ Watches * Typewriters « Sewing Machines
* Tools * Radios ¢
* Cookware ¢ Knives « Hunting ¢ Fishing  Military « Masonic
* Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More

Gall Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Clocks « Lanterns « Lamps ¢ Kitchenware

CIT2-26-26

ALLIED DRAIN CLEANING & CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Sewer & Drain Cleaning * Video Inspections
Locating ¢ Jetting * Septic « Grease Traps
Flood Cleanup ¢ Saw Cutting * Excavation

Sump Pumps * Water Proofing * Yard Drainage

860-798-8200
www. allieddraincleaning.com

FULLY LICENSED = INSURED
Subsurface # 005523

1
ON FIRST SERVICE OR NEXT SERVICE
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined o

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 5/15/26 g"

Veterans’ Memorial Park.

Details regarding parking restrictions and
road closures will be shared in the coming
weeks.

Registration forms may be picked up at 117
Main St. For more information, contact Sara
Sterry Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-250-2041
or ssterryrutter@yahoo.com.

Volunteers are always welcome. Reach out to
Rutter to join the committee.

Be sure to visit and “like” the Facebook page
(Portland Memorial Day Parade), where addi-
tional updates and information will be posted.

Trinity Episcopal News

Trinity Eplscop Church 345 Main St., in-
vites all to services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
church schedule can always be located at www.
trinitychurchportlandct.org.

The church is open for prayer and meditation,
and the church office is open, from 2-4 p.m.
each Friday. Anglican Prayer beading sessions
are held at this time as well; all are welcome.

Check www.trinitychurchportlandct.org for
more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

POCD Survey

All Portland residents recently received a
large postcard in the mail with survey informa-
tion for the Portland Plan of Conservation and
Development Update and for the Future Down-
town Portland and Riverfront Masterplan.

Residents are asked to complete the surveys
by either using the QR codes found on the post-
card, or by visiting www.portlandct.org; links
for both surveys will come up in the rotating
slides at the top of the page.

For more information or assistance, contact
the Portland planning office at 860-342-6727.

Knights Scholarship
Ephcatlons Due

The Knights of Columbus, Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will award three $1,200 scholarships this
spring to any Portland high school senior who
is furthering their education at a college, uni-
versity, or technical school.

Application is available at the area high
schools’ guidance departments or by request-
ing an application at scholarship@rsitg.com.
All Portland residents graduating this year are
eligible.

Applications are due today, April 17.

Jason A. Fedash
Scholarship

The Town Tech Educational Partnership is
now accepting scholarship applications for the
Jason A. Fedash Scholarship.

Applicant must be a Portland High School
senior planning to attend a two- or four-year
accredited college in pursuit of a career in com-
puter science, information technology, environ-
mental science or the water industry. Students
may obtain an application from the Portland
High School guidance office.

All applications must be received by May 1.
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‘Finding Her Voice in Portland: Ann Hibino’

The Voices of Portland Committee will pres-
ent its first Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month event, entitled “Finding Her Voice in
Portland: Ann Hibino,” on Saturday, May 2, at
10:30 a.m. at the Waverly Senior Center; doors
open at 10 a.m. Register and learn more about
the Voices of Portland oral history series at
portlandlibraryct.org/voices-of-portland.

This presentation focuses on the life and
legacy of Nobu Kumekawa Hibino (known to
locals as Ann), who was a resident of Portland
from the early 1950s until her death in 1998. In
1991, Hibino was interviewed by the American
Friends Service Committee (AFSC) about her
life before, during and after World War II, when
she and 120,000 other innocent Japanese Ameri-
can citizens and legal residents who lived on the
West Coast were forcibly removed from their
homes and communities and incarcerated by the
American government. Hibino’s daughter, Diane
Hibino, will read excerpts from Ann’s interview
and discuss her life in California, in Utah (at To-
paz War Relocation Center), and in Portland.

Hibino was a fierce advocate for civil rights,
involved in many local organizations and causes,
including the League of Women Voters and af-
fordable housing. She was a founding member

of Community Action for Greater Middletown,
was the first woman on the Board of Directors
of Liberty Bank, serving for 17 years, and helped
bring the Head Start program to Portland. Some
current and former town residents will also re-
member Hibino as their Girl Scout troop leader
or Sunday School teacher at the Portland United
Methodist Church.

In 2003, Liberty Bank donated and dedicated
the Ann Hibino Memorial Computer Center at
Chatham Court, and for many years the Greater
Middletown League of Women Voters gave a
scholarship in her name to a graduating Port-
land High School senior.

This Voices of Portland project is made pos-
sible through the work of the Archives of the
American Friends Service Committee and the
support of the Hibino Family. This presentation
is sponsored by the Portland Library, The Town
of Portland’s Committee on Solidarity, Portland

Historical Society, Middlesex County Histor-
ical Society, Waverly Senior Center, and Con-
nValley School of Music & Dance. Coffee and
refreshments will be served.

Space is limited; registration is strongly en-
couraged on the library website listed above, or
by calling 860-342-6770.

Redefining Dementia Through Storytelling

On Sunday, May 3, First Congregational
Church, located at 554 Main St., will host a spe-
cial gathering at 11:15 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall, following the morning worship service.
All are invited to hear individuals living with
cognitive change and their care partners share
firsthand experiences — stories that inspire,
educate, and challenge the assumptions many
carry about dementia.

The event is organized through the EPN (Em-
powering Partnerships Network) Speaker’s Bu-
reau, sponsored by LiveWell. The bureau trains
and supports people living with dementia and
their care partners to speak publicly, bringing
authentic, personal perspectives to communi-
ties and organizations across the region.

Speakers at the May 3 gathering will cover a

range of lived experiences, including: personal
diagnosis journeys; finding the ongoing sense of
purpose and joy that define life after a diagnosis;
adapting to changing abilities; building connec-
tion and community; and healthy lifestyles that
support brain health.

Rather than presenting dementia solely as a
medical condition to be managed, these speak-
ers center the human experience — the grief,
yes, but also the resilience, the humor, the re-
lationships, and the ongoing sense of purpose
that define life after a diagnosis.

The event is free and all are welcome — wheth-
er you are personally touched by dementia,
work in caregiving or healthcare, or simply want
to listen and learn.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closings: The library will
be closed on Saturday, May 23, and Monday,
May 25, for Memorial Day.

Passport to Connecticut Libraries Pro-
gram: To participate, start at the Portland Li-
brary to pick up your Passport and collect your
first stamp. Then take your Passport along as
you visit as many of the participating public
libraries in our state and collect a stamp from
each one throughout April. If you visit at least
five libraries, and then hand your passport back
in here at Portland Library (due back by 5 p.m.
on Monday, May 11) you have the chance to win
a prize from the CT Library Association.

Children’s Programs: Nutmeg Voting: This
is the only book award in the state where kids
pick the winner. Stop into the library or your
school media center to vote on the 2026 Nutmeg
Nominees by April 30. Nominees have been di-
vided into four categories: Elementary (Grades
2-3), Intermediate (Grades 4-6), Middle School
(Grades 7-8), and High School (Grades 9-12).
Visit the Portland Library website for a com-
plete list of nominees. Winners will be an-
nounced May 15, and next year’s nominees will
be announced May 1.

Teen Program: Break a World Record!
Monday, April 27, 3:30 p.m. Kids in grades 6
and up are invited to come take on some of the
world records found in the Guinness Book of
World Records and try to beat them. Registra-
tion is required.

Adult Programs: Art Exhibit - Youth Art
Month: The visual arts instructors for the Port-
land Public Schools present an art show show-
casing the work of the Grade 7-12 students in
celebration of Youth Art Month. This exhibit
runs through April 18.

Butterflies and Raptors of the Portland
Fairgrounds: Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m. Mi-
chael Beck, wildlife photographer, and local
naturalist Beau Doherty will show photographs
and talk about birds of prey and butterflies
found at the old Portland Fairgrounds and adja-
cent field. The presentation will be 40 minutes,
with a Q and A after. Registration required.

Portland Library Seed Volunteer Work Ses-
sion: Thursday, April 23, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Lead
volunteer (and library board member) Melissa
Kelley will run this volunteer work session.

Help is needed to sort and repackage the do-
nated seeds for our seed library and packaging
up the “One Seed, One Community” sunflower
seeds. Registration is not required, but it is help-
ful to have your contact info in the event that we
need to change the date for any reason.

Mysteries, Murders, Killers and Thrillers:
Crime Writers Reveal Their Secrets: Saturday,
April 25, 1-2:30 p.m. In celebration of National
Library Week (April 19-25) the Connecticut
chapter of Sisters in Crime will host a panel of
crime writers: Sharon Dukett, Christine Fal-
cone, Kathryn Orzech, and Ang Pomano. There
will be time at the end of the presentation for
the authors to meet audience members and sign
their books. Registration required.

Adult Craft: Calligraphy That Inspired a
Nation: Learn to Write Your Name Like John
Hancock: Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m. Callig-
rapher Debby Reelitz will present. Participants
will get the opportunity to write in script, use a
dip nib and ink and scribe a line from the Decla-
ration of Independence. Space is limited.

Voices of Portland Presents Finding Her
Voice in Portland: Ann Hibino: Saturday, May
2,10 a.m. This presentation will focus on the life
and legacy of Ann Hibino, a resident of Portland
from 1951 until her death in 1998. This presen-
tation is adapted from a 1991 interview by the
American Friends Service Committee about
Annss life before, during and after World War 11
when she and 120,000 other innocent Japanese
American citizens and legal residents who lived
on the West Coast, were forcibly removed from
their homes and communities and incarcerated
by the American government. Hibinos daughter
Diane will also share her own experiences grow-
ing up as a member of the only Asian American
family in Portland in the 1950s and ‘60s. Regis-
tration is recommended and open now.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club:
Tuesday, April 21, 1 p.m. A Drink Before the War
by Dennis Lehane will be discussed. Talk About
Books: Tuesday, May 5, 1 p.m. The Lion Women
of Tehran by Marjan Kamali will be discussed.
1st Thursday Night Book Club: Thursday, May
7, 6:30 p.m. Once We Were Home by Jennifer
Rosner will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, April 29, 1 p.m. Hamnet
(2025; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run time is
125 minutes.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Adults of all experi-
ence levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas,
get helpful knitting tips and enjoy chatting
with others who enjoy knitting and crocheting.
Please note: There is no meeting on May 23, be-
cause the library will be closed.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted; for
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is May 4.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 4/20: Light Aerobics,
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 4/21: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. — to donate light fleece for making teddy
bears for cancer patients, call 860-342-0809;
Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for more informa-
tion contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com;
Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested
donation (must fill out form). Menu: tuna
sandwich, tomato soup, mixed veggies, string
cheese, orange; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.;
Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize, 5-6 p.m., fee is do-
nation to instructor.

Wednesday, 4/22: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Thursday, 4/23: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill
out form). Menu: sausage & peppers, sub roll,
Italian pasta salad, string cheese, cup of peas;
Mahjong (FULL), 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 4/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., $5
donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, all
programs are free. Monday, April 20: Shopping
Trip to Old Lyme: Big Y and Four Mile River
Farm followed by lunch at Hideaway. Leave the
center at 10 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee.

Wednesday, April 22: Horizon Wings Raptor
and Rehabilitation Education Program, 1 p.m.
Experience the thrill of being up close to a mag-
nificent eagle, hawk, falcon, or owl.

Monday, April 27: Monthly technology
workshop, 11 a.m. The topic for this session will

be understanding and using Al in everyday life
for seniors.

Monday April 27: Hair by Jessica. Men’s/wom-
ens shampoos, cuts and styling are offered. Call
Jessica to make an appointment at 860-751-9215.

Sunday, May 3: Daffodil Festival at Hubbard
Park, Meriden, 9 a.m. -1 p.m. Bus leaves the se-
nior center at 9 a.m. Cost is $5 for the bus. Free
to get into the event.

Monday, May 4: Cooking for One with Mari-
lyn, 11:45 a.m. Fee is $10. On the menu for May
is Schiacciata.

Wednesday, May 6: UConn Botanical Conser-
vatory Preserve and Living Collections Tour, 10
a.m. This is a free event, but there is a $5 ride fee.

Friday, May 8: Family History FUN with Ken
Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, May 11: Bloom Therapeutic Plant
and Nature Program: Pollinator Garden Work-
shop, 10:30 a.m. Fee is $20.

Monday, May 11: Bingo with Sean from Age-
less Insurance, 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 13: Shopping Trip to Berlin
Turnpike: Walmart, Ocean State Job Lot, and
lunch at Joey Garlic’s. Leave the center at 10:30.
There is a $5 ride fee.

Thursday, May 14: Trip to the Bushnell for
“Oh What a Night” Travelers Chorale. Free
event, but bring a non-perishable food item for
donation at the door. Bus leaves the senior cen-
ter at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 15: Mohegan Sun Casino Trip.
Leave center at 11 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee.

Monday, May 18: Bureau of Aging Work-
shop: Navigating the Caregiving Maze, noon.
Learn how to understand informal caregiving
and what services are available in Connecticut.
Refreshments will be served.

Holiday Closing: Monday, May 25. The cen-
ter will be closed for Memorial Day.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

SPRING SPORTS ARE HERE!
SCHEDULE YOUR SPRING
VEHICLE CHECK-UP NOW.

Schedule your appointment online today

for your Free Brake & Battery Check and
overall vehicle readiness inspection!

$20.00 OFF

TIRES

Offer Ends 4/30/2026

New touchless

robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

AUTOMOTIVE. INC

[[POBILAND &5 i Hee)

Portland Automotive.com

v Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640
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Modern Riffs Performing at Arts Center

The Modern Riffs (www.modernriffs.com), a
Marlborough-based classic rock, jazz and pop
band, will perform at the 4th Friday @ the Arts
Café hosted by the Marlborough Arts Center,
on Friday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m.

This group, founded in 2008 by saxophonist
Bruce Phelps, is a collaboration of high school
musicians and long-time musicians. Marlbor-
ough Arts has hosted The Modern Riffs several
times since 2008.

Admission to this program is subsidized by a
Grant from the Marlborough Greater Together

Community Fund of the Hartford Foundation
for Public Giving.

Marlborough Arts Center is located at 231
North Main St. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the
concert begins at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles
to dine on. Other non-alcoholic beverages are
available. There is ample parking, and the Marl-
borough Arts Center is fully accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org
or call 860-467-6353. Marlborough Arts Center
is a nonprofit regional center for the arts.

Ladies Luncheon and Tea

All women are invited to the Fellowship
Community Church Ladies Luncheon and Tea,
on Saturday, May 9, from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
at the church, 24 South Rd.

The legacy of godly women will be celebrated
at the Roots and Wings Mother’s Day Ladies
Luncheon and Tea. Come enjoy tea, food, fel-
lowship and encouragement. RSVP by April
25 to Wendy Worley at shopgirl53@sbcglobal.
net or text with name and number attending to
860-338-1060.

The speaker this year is Laurie Devernoe, a
Christian speaker, author, and mental health
coach. As a mother of five - including triplets -
Devernoe blends scripture with relatable stories
and simple practices to help faith take root in

everyday moments.

Devernoe is the author of the book Coffee
House Parenting, where she invites parents to
cultivate meaningful, faith-filled rhythms at
home through humor, honesty, and hope. Her
memoir, Seeing Through the Darkness, shares
her journey through vision loss in one eye and
spiritual awakening, offering encouragement,
practical mental health tools, and a reminder
that God is present.

Devernoe has been featured on numerous
podcasts and most recently on local television,
where she speaks openly about faith, mental
health, and living fully. You can find more in-
formation at LaurieDevernoe.com.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings,
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Events: Scam Prevention: Monday, April 27,
noon-1 p.m. A financial advisor from Edward
Jones will speak on how to prevent yourself
from being scammed and protect your money.

Birthday Club: April birthdays will be cel-
ebrated Tuesday, April 28, from 1-2 p.m., with
cake! Open to all friends and family. It does not
have to be your birthday month to celebrate.
However, if it is please RSVP.

CT Department of Insurance: Friday, May 8,
10-11 a.m. Learn how to read your home/auto/
life insurance policies. Q&A session included.

Timeless Beauty: Monday, May 11, 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Make-up tips from make-up artist
and teacher Joby Rogers. Learn tips and tricks
about everything from lip liner to foundation
and more. Fee is $10/residents, $12/non-resi-
dents.

Chair Yoga: Next session: 5/12, 5/19, 5/26,
6/2. Cost is $35/residents, $40 non-residents.
RSVP by 5/8.

FABBS Exercise: The next Flexibility, Agility,
Better Balance and Strength workout class will
be held 5/4, 5/11, 5/18 and 5/26, from 10:45-
11:45 a.m. Movement and exercises are drawn
from body building, yoga, ballet and more. Cost
is $40/residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by
4/27.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed,
ages 55+. May session: 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 5/28,
from 5-7 p.m. each week. Cost: $50/residents,
$60/non-residents. RSVP by 4/30.

Friendship Tours: City Island Lobster
House - Lunch Feast: Thursday, June 4, depart-
ing at 8:30 a.m. and returning at 7 p.m. For ages
18 and up, open to all towns. Cost is $171/per-

son. Enjoy a seaside village in New York. After
lunch, shop Little Italy.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays. Rides must be reserved two
business days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for
more information. Visit www.marlboroughct.
gov for the complete transportation policy.
Transportation services are only available Mon-
day and Tuesdays, until further notice.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is in need of: canned vegetables (corn, green
beans, peas, carrots), jam/jelly, fruit cocktail,
and canned fruit. The food bank is open to
qualified residents in need.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based
on a graduated income scale and the amount of
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone)
made in the calendar year prior to the year in
which the renter applies. For more information
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For
application assistance, call the senior center.
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief
Program: Property tax credits are available to
qualified households 65+ or disabled. Income
limit for single is $46,300; for married, up to
$56,500. For more information, call the asses-
sor’s office at 860-295-6201; for application as-
sistance, call the senior center. Deadline to ap-
ply: May 15.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.

Residents in the town’s sewer district are noti-
fied that the Benefit Assessment bills were due
to the Marlborough Water Pollution Control
Authority (MWPCA), April 1. The last day to
pay without interest is May 1.

Delinquent bills will be charged 1.5% interest
per month reverting to the due date of April 1,
or 18% per year. Minimum interest is $5. If you
do not receive a bill, please contact the Tax Of-
fice at 860-295-6205.

Benefit Assessment

Make checks payable to MWPCA. Payments
can be mailed to: Tax Collector, Town of Marl-
borough, P.O. Box 26, 29 North Main St., Marl-
borough, CT 06447, or placed in the Drop Box
to the left of the Town Hall front door for pay-
ments by check - no cash.

Tax collector hours are Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday,
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked
to call before heading over or connect via email
at stjohnfisher30@yahoo.com. The church web-
site is www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p-m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Cindy Bryan,
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school
youth group. For more information, access the
church website.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community

Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship.

Community Outreach and Service: Food
drives are held weekly for the Marlborough
Food Bank. Bags with specific shopping lists are
available at the Masses. Sandwich-making and
collection continues the last Thursday of the
month for St. Vincent de Paul in Middletown.
Other scheduled service opportunities can be
found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. Note: Don’t wait until the last minute
to register! Most classes require a minimum reg-
istration and if that requirement is not fulfilled
by a certain date, the program may be canceled.

Kids Fishing Derby: Saturday, May 2, 9-11
a.m., at Blish Park. This event is held for anyone
from 4 to 15 years of age. Registration is $10.
Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish, smallest
fish and first fish caught.

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays,
April 18-June 12 (no session May 23), at the
West Road Memorial upper field. Mini, for age
2, is 3-3:35 p.m. Fee is $90/resident, $95/non-
resident. Classic, for ages 3-5, is 3:45-4:30 p.m.
Fee is $113/resident, $118/non-resident.

Spring Into Yoga - Kids Yoga & Mindful-
ness Series: For ages 3-10. Tuesdays, April 21-
May 12, 5:15-6 p.m., at Marlborough Senior
Center. Parent/guardian must attend to observe
or participate with their child. Fee is $58/resi-
dent, $63/non-resident, or a $20 drop-in fee.

Adult Sewing - Know Your Machine: For
ages 16 and up. Thursday, April 23, 5:30-7 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $52/resi-
dent, $57/non-resident.

Intergenerational Multicultural Club: For
grades 5 & 6. Fridays, April 24-May 29, 3:30-
4:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Stu-
dents will fill culture boxes with objects such
as dolls, coins, and brochures from countries
of your origin. Then, decorate the boxes, talk
about your heritage, and celebrate with ethnic

snacks. No cost to participate.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set
up lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for
$175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Mondays, 6-7 p.m., at
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident,
$45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10
p.m., at Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is
$5 per week. Session runs until June.

Adult Drop-In Basketball: Sundays, 8-10
a.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs
until the end of April.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets:
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket
to the game, cookout at the stadium: hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sweet & sour meatballs, sausage &
peppers, assorted salads, chips, water and soda,
games and prizes on the bus. Registration fee is
$185 (400-level seating), or $255 (lower-level
seating). Bus picks up/drops off at Putnam park
and ride in Glastonbury.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided
downstairs in the nursery but children are al-
ways welcome at the worship service. Sunday
school is open to all children in the community
for children ages 3 through grade 8. Contact
Elizabeth Kukich at ekukich@marlcongchurch.
org for more information.

April 19: The worship service will be led by
Seaver and will include an infant baptism. Af-
ter worship all are invited to Coffee Hour in the
Thienes Lounge.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be April 26. Second-quar-
ter mission-giving will go to the AHM Mental
Health Fund.

Stretch and Strengthen for seniors, led by
certified instructor Barbara LaBlanc, is held Fri-
days at 9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Thienes Lounge.
The community is welcome. The weekly drop-in
fee is $25.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is located on
the lower level with easy access from the park-
ing lot. The shop is open for shopping and dona-
tions Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow the shop through
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop,
Marlborough CT for updates. The eBay shop is
open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Spring Tag Sale is Saturday, May 2, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Up to April 30, the public is wel-
come to bring donations to the Community Fel-
lowship Hall during thrift shop hours.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming
faith community and all are welcome. Storm
closings are listed on the local TV stations. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through
the church website, or mailed to the church at
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more
information on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.
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Local Athlete Prepares for Special Olympics USA Games

By Olivia Cibula

Special Olympics athlete Jennifer “Jen” Carl-
son has spent more than three decades building
not just a competitive resume, but a community.
Now, the Marlborough resident is preparing to
take that journey to the national stage in June.

Carlson will compete in bowling at the 2026
Special Olympics USA Games in Minneapolis,
representing Team Connecticut alongside three
fellow athletes and two coaches. The team will
compete in singles, doubles and team events,
carrying with them a message that extends be-
yond bowling.

For Carlson, the moment she found out she
qualified for the USA Games was surreal.

“I couldn’t believe it she said. “I've been
competing for over 33 years”

Carlson’s journey with the Special Olympics
began in the early 1990s after she first got in-
volved through Challenger baseball. Since then,
she has competed in snowshoeing, track and
field, croquet and bowling.

Carlson said her goal in Minneapolis is sim-
ple: “to score the highest I can,” she said, adding
she is especially excited to meet people from all
over the country.

The impact of the Special Olympics in Carl-
sons life goes far beyond sport. “I have made a
lot of friends,” she said.

A graduate of RHAM High School, Carlson
has worked within the community since 2007 as
a cashier at Ted’s IGA in Hebron and she is an
active member of the Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church and its women’s group. She espe-
cially contributes to outreach efforts to support
those in need.

Within the Special Olympics, Carlson has
taken on a leadership role as a Global Messen-
ger, serving as an ambassador and public speak-
er for the organization. Among her proudest
are becoming a Global Messenger as receiving

S?rln Craft Fair

The Marlborough American Legion Auxil-
iary will hold a Spring Craft Fair Sunday, May 3,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., at Marlborough American
Legion Post 197, 128 East Hampton Rd., Marl-
borough.

American Legion

Golf Tournament
American Legion Post 197 will host a Golf
Tournament at Blackledge Country Club, 180
West St., Hebron, on Monday, May 18.
For more information, email donlbu@com-
cast.net.

Spring Tag Sale at
Congregational Church

The annual spring tag sale at Marlborough
Congregational Church, 35 South Main St., will
be held Saturday, May 2, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Community Fellowship Hall and several
classrooms will be filled with a huge selection
of household and seasonal items, linens, vin-
tage, toys and games, collectibles, framed art-
work, electronics, small appliances, clothing,
furniture, and much more. Shoppers are asked
to make a generous donation, as everything is
price your own.

Donations to both the tag sale and Second
Blessings Thrift Shop can be brought to the church
during thrift shop hours, Fridays from noon to 3
p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

MVFD Women’s
Aucxiliary Scholarships

The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments Womens Auxiliary is now accepting
scholarship applications from any graduating
senior who resides in Marlborough. The appli-
cations are available online through the RHAM
Guidance Department.

Applications are due by Friday, May 1. Mail all
completed applications to MVFD Women’s Aux-
iliary, P.O. Box 237, Marlborough, CT 06447.

American Legion

Setback Tournament

American Legion Post 197 will hold a Setback
Tournament Friday, April 17, at the post, 128
East Hampton Rd. Registration is at 6 p.m. and
games start at 6:30 p.m.

This is a Round Robin-style tournament, and
cost is $10 per person.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and
third place. There will also be raffles, including
a 50/50 raffle. (All proceeds go to the ladies aux-
iliary.)

For more information, call Sharon at 860-
805-6917.

the Spirit of Life Award - an honor she said she
“didn’t expect?”

Among those who have heard her speak say
she leaves a lasting impression.

“She has great energy, she really commands a
room when she speaks,” said Jule Facius, a mar-
keting team member at Nirenstein, Horowitz &
Associates P.C., a Glastonbury law firm spon-
soring Carlson’s trip to the USA Games.

Facius said the firm’s connection to Carlson
began at one of its lunch-and-learn events,
where Carlson shared her story.

“It was emotional at times, hearing how much
it really does affect their lives,” Facius said. “It
was really sweet to see a family-oriented thing
where the whole community comes together”

The firm’s involvement with the Special
Olympics began about six years ago, starting
as a way to strengthen internal community and
volunteerism. According to estate planning at-
torney John A. McCann, the relationship quick-
ly grew into something more meaningful.

“We were looking for ways to build a commu-
nity inside our firm, and we said to ourselves,
‘Why don't we explore Special Olympics?”
McCann recalled. “We stayed with it, and they
stayed with us”

When Carlson earned her spot at nationals,
supporting her was a no-brainer.

“When we heard she had earned a trip for the
nationals, we said, ‘what can we do to help?”
McCann said.

McCann also emphasized that the partner-
ship is far from one-sided, explaining that the
experience is a humbling and inspiring oppor-
tunity to connect with a wider universe.

“Everything we put in, we get back and more,”
he said. “We become better versions of ourselves
by virtue of the example that athletes like Jen set.”

Can & Bottle

Drive Fundraiser
There will be a Can & Bottle Drive Saturday,
April 25, from 9 a.m.-noon, at the Marlborough
Elementary School parking lor.
All proceeds go directly toward the sixth-
grade carnival.

Cemetery Clean-Up

The annual cemetery spring clean-up is
scheduled for Saturday, May 2, at Marlboro
Cemetery. Volunteers are invited to participate
and are asked to meet at 9 a.m.

Residents are asked to remove seasonal pots
and any personal items prior to the clean-up. All
items found to be in violation of cemetery rules
and regulations or a hinderance to maintenance
will be removed. These items include shepherd
hooks, glass objects, items hanging from trees,
pots, or items beyond the front of the stone. If
you plan to reuse the item next season, please
remove and take home.
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USA Games in Minneapolis this June. She’s flanked by Jule Facius, left, and John Mc-
Cann, right - two members of the Glastonbury law firm sponsoring her trip.

For Carlson’s mother, Grace, the journey is
just as personal. As alongtime coach with nearly
three decades of involvement, she has watched
the local program grow from just a handful of
athletes to nearly 200 participants.

Grace credited the growth to the dedication
of families, educators and local businesses, as
well as the culture that makes the Special Olym-
pics so unique.

“Everybody is rooting for everybody, she
said.

That sense of support is what keeps families
coming back year after year.

“You could be having a bad day and then go
to a practice and leave there feeling relieved and
happy;” Grace said.

For Carlson, that environment has shaped
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her entire social world, connecting her with
teammates, coaches and friends who have be-
come like family.

As Team Connecticut prepares to head to
Minneapolis, that spirit of inclusion travels
with them, strengthening the fact that the USA
Games are about more than medals. The games
represent perseverance, connection and show-
ing what is possible.

And for Carlson, after more than 30 years, the
journey continues to be just as meaningful.

“It’s about doing your best,” she said — and
representing a community that has supported
her every step of the way.

For those wanting to learn more or support
Carlson’s journey to the USA Games in June,
visit give.soct.org/fundraiser.
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Lawn & Tree

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters
Available

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Truck Service
Available

LIKE US ON

860-220-3786
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New Town Administrator Brin

By Toriana Williams

When Matt Streeter answered the phone in
his new office at Andover Town Hall, there was
little hesitation in his voice. “This is perfect tim-
ing,” he said at the beginning of a recent inter-
view with the Rivereast. He then settled quickly
into a conversation that seemed to reflect both
familiarity and experience.

For Andover’s newly hired town administra-
tor, the role is not a leap into the unknown but
rather the continuation of a decades-long career
that is rooted in public service, local govern-
ment and community life.

Streeter brought with him a deep municipal
resume. “I grew up in South Windsor,” he be-
gan. “T went to University of Connecticut for
my undergrad, and I got my master’s in public
administration from UConn as well”

His early involvement in local politics is what
would become a lifelong career. “I was involved
in the politics in South Windsor, including six
terms on the South Windsor Town Council and
two terms as mayor.”

That experience, he noted, is foundational.
“I have ... 22 years of elected experience,” he
shared.

From there, his career expanded across state
lines. This included time as town manager for
Palmer, Mass., and most recently as town ad-
ministrator in Granville, Mass., where he served
for a decade.

Yet, Streeter’s public service extends beyond
town halls. For the past 15 years, he has also
served as one of nine commissioners on Con-
necticut’s Freedom of Information Commission.

“That’s like a part-time job that I've had for 15
years,” he said. “I'm one of the longest tenured
members currently on the board”

Streeter said the role has given him a strong
footing in transparency and open government,
as well as given him values he intends to bring
into his work in Andover.

“I'm really a proponent of letting the public
know how business is done,” Streeter empha-
sized. “It's not done in cigar-filled backrooms
like it may have been done in the 20th century.
Everything that is done can be put on the inter-

Items Needed

for Auction

The Andover Youth Basketball Program
will hold a goods and services auction Fri-
day, May 15, to raise funds for equipment
and other program needs.

If you would like to donate a gift certifi-
cate or an item to auction, call Carol Lee at
860-989-6988.

net or social media within minutes.”

For him, transparency is not just a principle
but also a daily practice. “It’s always important
that whatever we do is seen to be above board
and open to the public,” he added.

Streeter’s path into public service began
much earlier, in his childhood. “I would say that
it probably has to do with my parents,” he ex-
plained. “I grew up in a house where my dad
... got involved in local politics, public service”

His father, also a former mayor of South
Windsor, set an example of civic engagement
that left a lasting impression.

“When I was growing up, he was always ...
going to one of the boards or commissions,”
Streeter recalled. “If you're raised with it, you
tend to do that”

Now stepping into his new role in Andover,
Streeter is focused less on sweeping changes and
more on continuity. “Really, 'm just trying to
continue the projects that the previous adminis-
tration had done,” he said.

Those projects include infrastructure im-
provements, grant-funded initiatives and com-
munity amenities. “There’s a lot of things that
I just need to keep shepherding ... to fruition”

That approach reflected his broader philoso-
phy about the town itself.

“People seem to really like the town that they
live in,” he said. “I'm not looking to change it.
... I don’t want it to turn into a South Windsor
or Granville because they have their own per-
sonality”

Instead, he sees his role as learning and adapt-
ing. “It 1l take me a little bit of time to learn what
[Andover’s] priorities are,” he admitted.

Andover’s character, Streeter noted, is one of
its greatest strengths.

“It’s just a picturesque town. ... It looks really
nice,” he said, calling the town “sort of a hidden
gem here on Route 6”

That sense of identity is something he hopes
to preserve even as the town considers future
growth. “There’s something to be said for keep-
ing the town the way [residents] grew up with it”

Balancing that preservation with develop-

Sheena the Therapy Do

All are invited to come read to or visit Shee-
na the Therapy Dog Saturday, April 18, from
11 a.m.-noon, at Andover Public Library, 355
Route 6.

Sheena, Queen of the Jungle, Therapy Dog
Excellent (for making over 200 visits) will be at
the library with her handler, Andover Friends of
the Library member Dr. Jenifer Nadeau. Come
read a spring or dog-themed book or any book
to Sheena or just visit her.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Cen-
ter, located at 25 School Rd., is open Monday-
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday from 9
a.m.-noon. Coffee is always on. All are welcome.
For all questions or concerns, call the director,
Tess Grous, at 860-742-7305 ext 4510 or at 860-
798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter, “Commu-
nity Connections,” is available at www.andover-
connecticut.org. Copies are also available at the
center, Town Hall, and Andover Public Library.
To receive the newsletter by email each month
or to reserve space, call 860-742-7305.

Volunteer Opportunities Available: High
school students who need volunteer hours - the
center can help! The center is looking for Cards
& Games helpers, kitchen servers, people to
make phone calls, fitness instructors, art teach-
ers, cooking/baking instructors and other vol-
unteers with special talents willing to share with
the community. Evening hours are available.
Please call or stop by the center if interested.
High school students who need volunteer hours
are welcome.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice
for all appointment requests. All seniors, veter-
ans, and disabled are welcome. Driver shifts end
at 5 p.m., so plan accordingly.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs:
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events,
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Puzzles and Pizza, Yoga, Dominos, Chair
Massage, Knitting, trips to the library and the
food pantry/Foodshare truck, Open Sew &
Stitch, Chair Yoga, and more, see the monthly
newsletter. Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping Trips:
Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Manchester 4/28 and
Willimantic 4/21. Transportation is available.

Your Money Matters: Thursday, 4/23, 5 p.m.
The center is partnering with UConn - One
Stop Student Services for this free interactive
presentation designed to help middle and high

school students make smart financial decisions.
Registration required; call the center to sign up.

Open Art: Monday, 4/20, 5-7 p.m. Bring your
current art project and connect, get inspired,
and make time for your creativity in good com-
pany. This is not a traditional art class but more
of a shared studio environment. All skills are
welcome. Call the center if you are interested.

P.A.L. Program: Thursday, 4/23, 2 p.m. The
People Across Lifetimes (P.A.L.) Program brings
senior residents and Andover Elementary kin-
dergarten students together to share lunch,
laughter, and activities like being Pen Pals. Call
the center to join or for more information.

Tai Chi & Qigong: Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m.
Through gentle movements and mindful
breathing, you’ll improve balance, flexibility,
and overall wellbeing. Perfect for all levels. Call
the center to sign up.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Thursday, 4/23,
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP mem-
bers, $25 for nonmembers. Location is Bolton
Senior Center. To register, call the center or 860-
647-9196. Completion may save you money on
insurance premiums.

Stained Glass: Friday, 4/24, 6 p.m. No prior
experience is needed. This class fills up quickly.
For students 16 and up. All materials included.
To register, call the center.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, 4/24, 3 p.m.
This is an intergenerational partnership with
Andover Elementary School. Students and se-
niors will work on stories and interviews. Call
the center to join or for more information.

Mohegan Sun Casino Trip: Friday, 4/24, 10
a.m. The bus will return at 3 p.m. Space is lim-
ited. To reserve a seat, call 860-498-2326.

Spanish for Beginners: If interested in join-
ing the next session, call the center.

AARP Driver’s Safety Class: Saturday, 5/30,
9 am.-1:30 p.m., at the center. Cost is $20 for
AARP members, $25 for nonmembers. To regis-
ter, call the center or 860-647-9196. Completion
may save you money on insurance premiums.

ment will not be without challenges. Streeter
pointed to infrastructure limitations as a key
hurdle.

“We do not have any sewer or public water
along Route 6,” he explained. “Being a town that
is all well and septic systems, it’s difficult to try
and draw economic development.”

Still, he said he sees opportunity in collabora-
tion with the state to expand those utilities and
hopefully ease the path for responsible growth.

Internally, one of the immediate challenges
he is facing is adjusting to a period of transition.
“There are several new town employees, includ-
ing myself,” he shared. “So we're all trying to get
the lay of the land”

Despite those challenges, Streeter’s approach
to leadership is to hold collaboration highly. “I
consider myself somebody that can collaborate
with all sides,” he said. “I was a middle child, so
I learned to ... try and reach consensus with
varying groups,” he laughed.

That ability will be especially important as
the town navigates budget pressures and ris-
ing costs. “All towns are looking for ways ...
for shared services or grants funds,” he stated,

ALPOA Dinner Dance

Fundraiser

The Andover Lake Property Owners
Property Association (ALPOA) is having a
Dinner Dance Fundraiser Event, with a live
band, Friday, April 24, from 6-10 p.m., at
Andover Pizza Bar, to support the associa-
tion’s beach improvements at the lake this
year.

The event will feature food, a cash bar,
music by the band NED, a chance to win a
lake membership, and a 50/50 cash drawing.

Tickets are $25 each, and can be pur-
chased at andoverlakect.com.

Andover Art Club

Children of all ages are invited to join local
artist Caitlyn Grabenstein for an hour of cre-
ativity at Andover Public Library on Thursdays
from 11 a.m.-noon.

Kids can color, draw and make art. Bring your
favorite materials or use the library’s. Call the
library for more information at 860-742-7428.

After School

Pro(sfrram at Library
On Thursday, April 30, children are invited
to join Library Friend Ellen Repay for an Earth-
themed craft and storytime. This program will
be held after school, at 3:10 p.m.

Call the library with any questions at 860-
742-7428.

History Museum
Open April 18

The Andover Historical Society will open
its Museum of Andover History this Saturday,
April 18, from 4-6 p.m. New items are con-
tinuously being added to the display, so if you
haven't visited in a while, stop in and see what
is new.

The museum is located in the Old Town Hall
on Monument Lane.

Preschool Openings

Andover Elementary School Early Learning
Center is accepting applications for preschool
students for the 2026-27 school year. Andover’s
preschool program is full day. Before and after-
school care is available.

Children who will be age 3 on or before Dec. 31,
2026, are eligible to attend at the start of the year.

The Andover Elementary School Early Learn-
ing Center receives funding for reduced tuition
rates from two state grants: Early Start CT and
the Smart Start Grant.

Call Taylor Parker for more information or
contact the school office at 860-742-7339 to ob-
tain a registration packet. You may also down-
load one from www.andoverelementaryct.org.

Community Fund
Reaching Out

Members of the Andover Community Fund
are working to better understand the needs
of the community and the organizations that
serve it. As such, the members are reaching out
to learn more about the challenges nonprofits
are facing today and to identify any unmet or
emerging needs.

All organizations are encouraged to share
their needs, and to keep the Andover Commu-
nity Fund in mind when seeking grant support
now or in the future. For more information,
email andover@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

gs Decades of Experience

noting that expenses like fuel and construction
material are “out of control ... volatile”

On a day-to-day level, Streeter sees himself as
the operational backbone of town government.
“I'm the day-to-day operations of the town,” he
explained. “From opening the mail to making
sure bills get paid, that emails are properly re-
sponded to”

At the same time, he maintains an open-door
policy. “Residents are welcome to come and talk
to me if they have any problems,” he said. “I'm
an employee of the town?”

Outside of work, Streeter’s life reflected a
strong commitment to family. “T've been mar-
ried 26 years,” he said, and added that he and his
wife have three sons. With his children now in
or recently out of college, the move to Andover
also represented a shift in personal priorities. “It
was time for a change,” he said.

As Streeter settles into his new role, he plans
to focus on steady leadership, open commu-
nication and respect for the town’s identity. “I
didn’t come into this job thinking that there was
one thing that I want to do,” he said. Instead, his
goal is simpler. “They like the town the way it is
... and I think that’s something worth keeping?”

Scholarship Available
for Local Students

Andover Elementary School is now taking
applications for the Andover Education Asso-
ciation and the Andover PTA Annual Schol-
arship, which is being offered to any Andover
student.

Applications may be obtained from the
RHAM High School guidance department or by
contacting Andover Elementary School at 860
742-7339.

Application deadline is May 1.

Reflective Address
Markers

During an emergency, every second counts,
and the Andover Volunteer Fire Department
says having a highly visible house number helps
firefighters get to you that much faster.

All are invited to stop by AVFD at 11 School
Rd. on Sunday, May 3, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The
department will offer address markers free to
Andover residents. There is a $10 charge for
non-residents.

ASCT Looking

for Members

The Andover Sustainable CT (ASCT) com-
mittee is looking for a person to join their meet-
ings who is interested in continuing to make
Andover a Sustainable town. Currently, the
committee is working on attaining Silver Cer-
tification.

The committee meets the fourth Wednesday
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. If interested in
joining, text Cathy Palazzi, chairman, at 860-
916-6122.

CPR and First Aid Class

All are invited to learn CPR and First Aid
Sunday, May 3, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Volunteer Fire Department. Cost is $20 for
CPR or CPR and First Aid.

Classes include use of training materials,
CPR for Adult, Child and Infant, AED training,
Choking, first aid and two-year certification
from the American Heart Association.

Registration is required. Contact Mindy He-
gener at 860-706-3074.

Bingo & Basket
Raffle Niéht

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle Night on
Friday, April 17, starting with dinner at 5:30
p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-7696
with questions.

Kindergarten Registration
Andover Elementary School is registering kin-

dergarten students for the 2026-27 school year.

Andover’s kindergarten program is full-day.

Parents of children who will be age 5 on or
before Sept. 1, 2026, are asked to contact the
school office at 860-742-7339 to obtain a regis-
tration packet or access it at www.andoverele-
mentaryct.org.

Parents choosing to have their child attend
an alternative kindergarten, not attend school
until the following year, or who will be home-
schooling are asked to inform the school of this
decision.
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By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Finance held a town
budget meeting on April 9 in the Andover El-
ementary School gym. The meeting brought
together town officials, educators and residents
for an important and detailed discussion about
the proposed budget.

Many topics were covered. But the most in-
tense debates centered on school funding, rising
costs and how to manage taxpayer burden.

Budget Overview

Board of Finance Chair Robert England, a
Democrat, opened with an overview of the pro-
posed budget for the town.

He explained that it is made up of three pri-
mary components. One portion was roughly
$4.25 million for the RHAM school district,
which represented about a 3% increase. The
second included the town’s combined operat-
ing and capital budget, which is rising by just
under 4% at $4,362,487. And lastly, the Ando-
ver Elementary School budget of $5,063,651, an
increase of 11%.

Altogether, the total proposed spending was
around $5.4 million. England then clarified
that the figure does not directly translate to the
amount residents will pay in taxes.

If the budget is approved, the tax increase
would be approximately 6.7%, which is high-
er than in recent years. For a house valued at
$500,000, taxes would rise from about $11,056
to $11,725, which is an increase of about $668.

England noted that, including this year’s pro-
posed budget, taxes have increased by 13.42%
over the past six years, while the town spend-
ing during that same period has grown by about
28%.

Heated Debate Over Education Funding

One of the most emotional moments of the
night came during a discussion about education
spending - particularly concerning preschool
and special education.

First Selectman Jeff Maguire, a Democrat,

said the town had been dealing with many
changes. This included turnover in key posi-
tions like the town administrator, treasurer and
assistant treasurer.

Because of these ongoing challenges, he ar-
gued that the focus should not just be on how
to pay for this year’s budget, but on how to man-
age it responsibly over time. Especially since the
financial impact will continue into future years.

Afterward, Maguire sparked strong reactions
when he added, “And for everyone here who
thinks that I might be against education, that is
far from the truth. What I have a problem with
- and honestly I've had a problem with this for
years — is that the Pre-K, which is daycare...”

This unfinished comment immediately drew
loud disagreement from the audience, with ex-
asperated shouts and arguments pouring forth.
This forced a pause in the meeting and a point
of order was called.

Several speakers pushed back strongly. Resi-
dent Jose Rivera said he was “very offended” by
the remark, and he added, “The reason I moved
to this town was the family priority among the
staff of the school system.”

Others emphasized the importance of edu-
cation to the town’s future. Melissa Loteczka,
an Andover educator, reminded the room that
nearly 20% of Andover residents are actually
under 18.

“They don’t vote ... but they are directly af-
fected by these decisions,” she said.

Loteczka also warned against cutting school
funding, and added, “As taxpayers, we need to
change the narrative. Stop asking about pre-
school and start asking how do we grow our tax
base”

Special Education Costs Explained

Confusion rose concerning special education
spending that led to a detailed explanation from
Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau. She
made it clear that many costs are required by

Donations of gently-used books, DVDs,
CDs and audiobooks are welcome for the
upcoming Andover Friends of the Library’s
Book & Bake Sale on Saturday, June 6.

Bring your donations to the library on these
days only: any Wednesday through May 27
between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., or on Saturdays,

Donations Sought for Book Sale

April 18, May 2 and May 16, between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Do not leave items outside.

Things the Friends group doesn’t want: VHS
tapes, encyclopedias and textbooks, maga-
zines, or Reader’s Digest condensed novels.

The last day to accept donations for this sale
is Wednesday, June 3.

Norton Commission Scholarship Available

The Norton Children’s Fund Commission
invites Andover high school seniors to apply
for the $1,000 Chester D. Norton Scholarship.
The scholarship application can be found at ti-
nyurl.com/chesternorton and can be submitted
through 11:59 p.m. May 1.

Each year the Norton Children’s Fund Com-
mission awards at least one $1,000 scholarship

to a graduating high school senior who is an
Andover resident planning to attend a two- or
four-year college or technical school after grad-
uation.

Anyone wishing to apply for financial assis-
tance can pick up an application at the town hall
or use the digital application at tinyurl.com/
nortonaid.

Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9

a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Library Friends Offer Scholarship

The Andover Friends of the Library group
is offering a $1,000 scholarship to an Andover
high school senior. Applications are due May
1, and are available at the guidance office at
RHAM High School, at the Andover Public Li-
brary, 355 Route 6, and on the town website at
tinyurl.com/2huzen57.

Completed applications must be dropped off

at the library or emailed to the Friends at ando-
verfol@gmail.com. The applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled as a senior in any high school,
use the scholarship to further their education,
and hold a valid Andover library card.

For more information call the library at 860-
742-7428 or email the Friends at andoverfol@
gmail.com.

Caregiver Support Group to Meet

The support group for caregivers will meet
on Thursday, April 30, at 7 p.m., in the Andover
Public Library on Route 6.

This gathering will feature eldercare attorney
and probate judge George Baker, who will dis-
cuss health care directives, power of attorney,
organizing important documents, and prepar-
ing for probate before death. The meeting will
conclude with its usual “Show and Tell” seg-
ment, where participants share handy tips,
tools, or gadgets that assist in caregiving.

The meeting provides a safe and welcoming
space for individuals who are navigating the
challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring for
loved ones. This support group is designed to

offer a space to share experiences, learn about
resources, and connect with others who under-
stand firsthand the challenges of caregiving.

Participants will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss practical tips, tools, and strategies for daily
caregiving, as well as gain insight into available
resources. Whether you have recently stepped
into the role of caregiver or have been provid-
ing care for years, this group aims to foster a
sense of community, reassurance, and encour-
agement.

For more information, call co-host Dianne
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at
860-916-6122.

law.

“That is non-negotiable. That is the law;” she
said when she explained that services like occu-
pational therapy, physical therapy and individu-
alized education plans (IEPs) must be provided.

She then described how staffing needs are de-
termined.

“We don't just make that up,” Bruneau said.
“We look at those IEPs. ... it dictates to us how
many hours of service a week [students] need.”

This helped explain why costs can change
year to year and why they are difficult to reduce,
Bruneau noted.

Rising Costs and Fund
Balance Controversy

A major driver of the budget increase is
well known to be due to rising costs. England
pointed to across-the-board salary increases of
around 3% and a sharp jump in healthcare costs
- about 21% increase in premiums, he shared.

These increases affect both town employees
and school staff, and ultimately make it difficult
to keep the budget lower, England said.

Additionally, one of the most debated issues
was whether the town should use its $2.1 mil-
lion unassigned fund balance to reduce taxes.
Resident Cathleen Desrosiers argued strongly
in favor of doing so.

“This is money we've been taxed on,” she said.
“We need to use this money”

Desrosiers pointed out that state guidelines
suggest towns keep 10 to 15% in reserve, and
that Andover is closer to 15% or more.

England responded that the board had con-
sidered using the funds. However, in the end, it
chose not to.

“We didn’t feel comfortable putting that in at
this stage,” he said.

England emphasized that using savings now
could create problems later, since it does not
provide ongoing revenue.

Transparency, Transportation Costs

Another major theme was transparency in
the budget, especially concerning school sala-
ries.

‘Democracy at Work’ for Andover Budget

Resident Anna Josh requested detailed line
items. “I think town residents should be able to
see line items for where the bottom line is,” she
said.

Bruneau explained that salary totals are based
on contracts and projects. “We start every year
at zero,” she said. “We look at contracts ... We
create a [salary projection] spreadsheet;” she ex-
plained. However, she acknowledged that more
detailed breakdowns could be provided in the
future if requested.

Afterward, a resident raised concerns about a
27% increase in transportation costs. Resident
Melanie Brooks asked why it was so high.

Bruneau clarified that the figure included
multiple expenses. “That is the transportation
costs for the students to take the bus as well as
special education costs.” She also noted that the
school pays the town for vehicle use at $3.50 per
mile, which adds to the total in the end and pos-
sibly to the confusion as well.

Revenue Challenges and Tax Impact

Several speakers highlighted a key issue: the
town’s limited ability to grow revenue.

Loteczka urged leaders to think differently
and said, “Our leaders should be seeking eco-
nomic opportunities rather than pointing fin-
gers. ... Where is the plan to attract the fami-
lies, new businesses, new revenue streams?”

Resident Doris Maldonado added that An-
dover has a median age of 52 and must attract
younger families. “Our long-term stability de-
pends on the younger families coming in,” she
added.

Looking Ahead

Despite disagreements, the meeting ended
with a sense of process and participation. Earli-
er in the evening, resident Sarah Becker had set
the tone - “This is democracy at work. ... Some
of us will have the outcome we desire and some
of us will not”

In the end, a motion was approved to send
the budget to a town-wide referendum, where
voters will have the final say on May 5.

Library Friends Membership Drive

Library Friends acting president Julie Vic-
toria and membership chair Gretchen Stein
announce the annual appeal and membership
campaign in support of the Andover Public Li-
brary. The Friends group calls on all community
members, including its already lifetime mem-
bers, now 74 in number, to consider joining,
renewing and giving generously.

Established in 1989, the Library Friends pro-
vide ongoing financial support for regular, large
print and audio books, DVDs, children and
adult programming, a $1,000 educational schol-
arship for an Andover high school senior, a free
summer concert, subscriptions, equipment,
supplies and facility enhancements beyond the
library’s current budget.

Again this year, no increase in fees. A dona-
tion is all that is required to become a member
of this 501(c)(3¢c) non-profit organization: $3
senior or student, $5 individual, $10 family,
$25 business, $150 lifetime, $500 patron. Dona-
tions of any amount are appreciated and can be
mailed to: Andover Friends of the Library, P. O.
Box 117, Andover, CT 06232.

Membership forms are emailed to current
and former members and are also available by

|

W

* They Say It’s Your Birthday!... The Community and Senior Center marked birthdays

visiting the library at 355 Route 6, by calling
860-742-7428, or visiting tinyurl.com/andover-
library.

Included on the form is a section to volun-
teer, from baking, gardening, book sales and
tech support to serving on a committee or shar-
ing a talent or hobby via a program. The Li-
brary Friends welcome ideas and suggestions by
emailing andoverfol@gmail.com

Library hours are Monday through Thursday,
10 am.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For library news, updates and photos, visit the
Andover Public Library Facebook page at face-
book.com/AndoverPublicLibrary.CT or the
town website at www.andoverconnecticut.org/
library.

Spring Tea

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will be holding a Spring Tea on Saturday, May
2, from 1-3 p.m. The tea will include an assort-
ment of teas, a basket raffle and homemade deli-
cacies.

Admission is $10. Call the church office at
860-742-7696 and leave a message with the
number of seats you would like to reserve.

on March 4 with a celebration featuring special guest, Amanda Slack from The Ivy
at Ellington. Amanda provided the birthday cake and a Bingo prize. The Ivy is an
Assisted Living Community located in Ellington. Pictured are Perry Lindley, Kim
Hawes (Transportation Coordinator), Ellen Bernard, Amanda Slack (The Ivy), Betty

Davis, and Tess Grous (Director).
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By Anne Lilburn

Property taxes, and property tax relief op-
tions for both seniors and veterans, have been
front and center in East Hampton recently,
particularly after a recent revaluation left some
homeowners shocked by large assessed prop-
erty value increases.

In recent weeks, the Town Council has sought
to explore what options might be available to
provide some relief, particularly to those who
might be on fixed or limited incomes.

Council member Rich Knotek, a Democrat
who is also an accountant, lamented the com-
plicated nature of state property tax laws, and
said that people may not realize that any prop-
erty tax relief the town offers is limited by state
statute.

“Anything we do is governed by state law;’
said Knotek. “We cannot — we as a Town Coun-
cil or any municipality — cannot do anything
[or] come up with any program out of whole
cloth, which isn't addressed and allowed for us
to do by state statute”

He added that a lot of residents believed the
town council had more power than it does on
those issues. However, Knotek said, both at
meetings and on a phone call with the Rivereast,
that while he knew there was much the town
couldn’t do on its own, he also believed there
was room to explore what the town could do.

At the last Town Council meeting, he asked
Town Manager Dave Cox to set up a meeting
with the town’s assessor, and council member
Jack Solomon, a Democrat, said he would join
as well. Knotek said he hoped a discussion with
the assessor would clear up any further options
that were available to the town, and also the im-
pact that any changes to the town’s tax policies
would have on the collected tax revenue.

“I think unless we have an understanding of
where we are right now and everything that we
are allowed to do,” said Knotek, “we won't know
how to go forward”

He also said that he hoped that any discus-
sions would help simplify and clarify what op-
tions were available to people, pointing out
that there were “at least 10” mandatory state
programs that provided relief options to vari-
ous different groups, from seniors to veterans
to those with disabilities, but that they were all
“very nitpicky” and often put the onus on tax-
payers to seek out the relief.

“The thing is,” he said, “the more programs
you have with the more hoops you've got to
jump through, you know, most people just —
you get it, they throw their hands up in the air
and say, ‘Oh man, you know, I can’t deal with

this type of thing””

Moreover, the complicatedness of state pro-
grams and regulations can make it hard to know
what is being covered. Some of the veterans
property relief programs provided a good ex-
ample of that. At the March 24 council meeting,
Cox briefed the council on current state regu-
lations that mandate a 100% tax exemption on
structures for veterans who are considered to
have a 100% service-connected total disability,
and which allow the town to add an additional
exemption for up to two acres of land.

At that meeting, council member Ted Hintz,
a Republican who is also an accountant, was a
vocal proponent of bringing the town in line
with all the possible tax relief options for vet-
erans. It seemed like an obvious thing to want
to support, he said at the time - but two weeks
later, at the council’s April 7 meeting, Hintz said
he was no longer so sure.

At that April 7 meeting, Hintz said he learned,
after reviewing the state rules, that “100% dis-
abled does not mean what I thought 100% dis-
abled meant.” He said he discovered some veter-
ans who were working full time were qualifying
for that tax relief, while also qualifying for other
benefits such as pensions, and he said that gave
him pause on expanding that program at a local
level.

Hintz also spoke about the reasoning behind
the town’s current property tax relief program,
for seniors with incomes below a threshold, as
well as the challenges that that program poses.
The program, which he was a part of establish-
ing as a member of the Town Council in 2009,
freezes qualifying seniors’ taxes at current rates,
but places an interest-free lien on the property
for the difference between what their tax would
be and what they are paying.

“Currently, the [state] limits for ‘qualifying
income” are $56,500 for married couples and
$46,300 for single individuals,” Cox wrote in the
town council’s packet for their March 24 meet-
ing. Hintz said he was open to increasing the
towns income limits for participating in the
program to the state maximum.

With that said, many seniors, Hintz said,
choose not to participate in the program, de-
spite being eligible, because they want to pass
their property down without a lien attached to
it.

“Some of them want the house to go to their
heirs, but is it the taxpayers responsibility to pay
for a generational home?” he asked. “That’s put-
ting a lot of burden on your neighbor to pay for
your taxes so you can give it to your kid”

The Belltown Antique Car Club will pres-
ent its 51st annual Antique Engine & Tractor
Meet Sunday, April 26, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.,
at the Firemen’s Recreation Area at Salmon
River State Park on Route 16. (The entrance is
across from the Comstock Covered Bridge.)

The event will be rain or shine, field condi-
tions permitting.

There is no charge for admission or park-
ing, though donations will ne accepted. Chil-
dren under 12 must be accompanied by an
adult.

Food and refreshments will be available on

Antique Engine & Tractor Meet

site to purchase.

Note to flea market vendors: Due to the
club’s use permit for the show field, flea mar-
ket vending will be restricted to items related
to the engine and tractor hobbies. Household
items, plants and general merchandise will
not be allowed on the field, and displays and
sales of guns and knives are forbidden. Also,
no unauthorized food sales will be allowed.

For show updates and more information,
visit www.belltownantiquecarclub.org or call
Peter Christianson at 860-510-3340.

Sean M. Peoples  Bruce E. Newman

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE

Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
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Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Hintz said the situation posed real challenges
to towns everywhere, not just in East Hampton.

“The fight is out there for the seniors not to
pay any taxes because they have paid their share
of taxes over the years, and that is a challenge
with all of us,” he said. “However, the reality is
that, there was the generation before them who
paid for their kids to attend school and who
paid their taxes and covered their expenditures,
and at what point do you have to say, look, we
understand, but right now the boomer genera-
tion ... they’re the ones that are getting the big-
gest wealth transfer ever in the history, which,
you know, raises another challenge when you're
saying, we don’t want to pay taxes.”

“I have a problem with property taxes in gen-
eral” Hintz added, “because I believe that once
you own your home, you should not have to pay
to rent it from the town for your entire life”

Hintz said he wished there were a more “con-
sumption-based” form of taxation, but that as it
stands, the town still needed to cover its budget.
He added that sometimes, the same people who
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East Hampton Explores Tax Relief Option

complained about their taxes were also voting
to approve the budget, and he urged people to
consider the budget carefully.

“We're [living] in a time where everyone feels
entitled to something and there’s no conse-
quences for actions,” he said. “Well, you know
what? There are consequences for your actions
and your vote is your action, and if you vote for
an increase, then you’re going to get an increase
in tax. It's that simple”

Both Hintz and Knotek cited unfunded state
mandates, in part, for keeping town budgets,
and taxes, high, particularly when it came to
education costs.

“The state has really stepped back and turned
away from, in my view, its number-one respon-
sibility, which is public education,” said Knotek,
leaving towns to fend for themselves.

Knotek said he looked forward to meeting
with the assessor in the near future, and hoped
that if nothing else, the town could make these
programs simpler to access for residents.
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Ray’s Rebels bowler Evelyn Nilsen (center) will head to the 2026 Junior Gold Cham-

pionships in Minneapolis. She’s pictured with coaches Becky Godwin and Coco Patton.

Local Bowler Minnesota-Bound

Ray’s Rebels bowler Evelyn Nilsen, daughter
of Collin and Jesi Nilsen from East Hampton,
has qualified for and is on her way to the 2026
Junior Gold Championships in Minneapolis.

Evelyn participated in the CT River Travel
Tournament on March 15, to compete along-

side more than 50 other participants. Only the
top bowlers moved on to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships, which will be held in Minne-
apolis in July.

Evelyn will represent Ray’s Rebels, who bowl
out of Kickback ‘N Bowl in East Hampton.
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pionships in Minneapolis. He’s pictured with coaches Becky Godwin and Coco Patton.
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Local Bowler Minnesota-Bound

Ray’s Rebels bowler Adam Smith, son of Dan
and Amanda Smith from East Hampton, has
qualified for and is on his way to the 2026 Junior
Gold Championships in Minneapolis.

Adam participated in the CT River Travel
Tournament on March 15, to compete along-

side more than 50 other participants. Only the
top bowlers moved on to the 2026 Junior Gold
Championships, which will be held in Minne-
apolis in July.

Adam will represent Ray’s Rebels, who bowl
out of Kickback N Bowl in East Hampton.
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By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton is working to make itself a
place that’s friendly to farmers, with both a
“Right-to-Farm” ordinance and an agricultural
commission up for discussion at recent Town
Council meetings. These are issues that have
been simmering in the background for decades,
but recent discussions, including last month’s
POCD focused discussion on agriculture,
pushed them back into the foreground.

Connecticut is already a Right-to-Farm state,
meaning that farms and farmers are protected
from many kinds of nuisance claims, provided
that they are operating in ways that are consid-
ered generally acceptable agricultural practices.
Connecticut General Statutes, Section 19a-341,
protects farms from five categories of nuisance
claims, provided they are related to farming ac-
tivities: odor (including those from livestock or
manure), noise from farm equipment or live-
stock, dust created from plowing or cultivation,
use of chemicals (provided they meet certain
guidelines) and water pollution (provided they
do not pollute drinking water supplies).

Town Planner Juliet Hodge drafted a Right-
to-Farm ordinance for the council to consider
at its most recent meeting, with much of it
modeled off the state’s existing Right-to-Farm
statute. In the Town Council’s meeting packet,
Town Manager David Cox wrote that “the or-
dinance is intended to recognize that properly
operating farms and related activities are im-

portant to East Hampton’s heritage and future
and that those activities are not nuisances and
should not be treated as such. Further, the or-
dinance indicates that the right to farm should
have a role in the town’s planning and policy
decisions”

“If's making a statement that we want to be
vocal about our support for agriculture,” Hodge
said.

The council did discuss the issue, but its dis-
cussion and public comment at the meeting led
council members to decide to work on seating
an agricultural commission before voting on
such an ordinance, in order to have the best
guidance to address the full range of issues re-
lated to farming in town.

It's not the first time the town has broached
these topics, and East Hampton resident Steve
Strong, who owns Strong’s Saw Mill, has been a
part of these discussions for quite a while now.
Strong, who spoke at the council meeting, said
he’s actively worked with both the state Farm
Bureau and the regional agricultural commis-
sion for years, and said he was involved in set-
ting up a town agricultural commission over a
decade ago. That commission was never seated
due to complicated membership requirements,
Strong said, but he hoped things could be more
straightforward this time. He laid out a basic
plan for what he, as a farmer, hoped the com-
mission could be and what it could accomplish.

Community Garden Announces Open Plots

The East Hampton Community Garden, lo-
cated at Cranberry Bog off the Airline Trail on
Smith Street, has announced that 20 garden
plots are available for the 2026 growing season.
Community members interested in gardening,
growing their own food, or participating in a
shared outdoor space are encouraged to apply.

Those awarded a plot are asked to support
the overall care of the garden by participating in
occasional work days and assisting with larger
projects as needed. Gardeners are also asked
to follow a few simple guidelines: only annual
plants may be grown in assigned plots, and the
use of chemical pesticides or herbicides is not
permitted.

Residents interested in obtaining a plot, vol-
unteering, or learning more are encouraged to
contact the East Hampton Community Garden
at e.hampton.community.garden@gmail.com.

The garden also welcomes community mem-
bers to a planned maintenance work day on Sat-
urday, April 18 from 9:30 a.m. until complete.
Volunteers should park near the Air Line Trail

A Night of Doo-Wop

East Hampton Project Graduation is spon-
soring “A Night of Doo-Wop & Rock n’ Roll,”
featuring Tom Austin’s Royal Teens, Jukebox45
Show Band and Back in Time, on Saturday,
April 25, in the East Hampton High School au-
ditorium.

Tickets can be purchased online at ehhspro-
jectgraduation.ludus.com. Choose premium
seats with limited VIP add-ons and meet &
greet for $40, or choose general admission for
$25.

All proceeds benefit East Hampton Project
graduation to provide a safe and amazing after
graduation celebration.

Lions Offer Scholarships

The East Hampton Lions Club is offering
students graduating an opportunity to apply
for its four annual scholarships - the Gov. Wil-
liam O’Neill Memorial, Joseph Becker and Li-
ons Club scholarships, and the Gustine Service
Award.

Those who apply need to be East Hamp-
ton residents who attend East Hampton High
School or area charter, tech, vo-ag or Catholic
schools, or are home-schooled.

Applications are available at the EHHS guid-
ance office. The due date for return of applica-
tions is April 30.

_ BROTHERS OIL
TSince 1978 2 COMPANY

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

WE ACCEPT |

ENERGY ASSISTANCE | ¢

= .BrothersOil.
@ www HgDolM Se7';0ss374l com

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!

access and walk up to the garden site. Those at-
tending are encouraged to bring gloves and any
gardening tools helpful for weeding or cleanup,
as well as buckets or wheelbarrows if available.
Community garden organizers extended
thanks to Kevin Kiely and Family for donating
the land, providing a new large water tank, as-
sisting with its installation, and helping trans-
port compost to the site. Appreciation was also
extended to American Distilling for donating
truckloads of mulch; Paul and Sandy’s for pro-
viding landscape fabric; D.W. Excavating (Dave
Erlandson) for donating equipment and opera-
tor support for compost work; Cibula Plumbing
(Mark Cibula) for donating services to retrofit
the new water tank; East Hampton ACE Hard-
ware for donating materials to help clearly mark
garden plots; the East Hampton Rotary for on-
going support; the Girl Scouts for volunteering
during work days; and the Interact Club for
their commitment to future volunteer efforts.

“The agricultural commission should be
made up of farmers and a few non-farmers that
have an education in what a farm actually is and
are willing to work with farms,” he said, add-
ing that he believed non-farmers and farmers
sometimes understood each others perspec-
tives more than you might think.

“We’re all homeowners,” he said, “so we all
have good neighbors, bad neighbors. We all
know what that is”

Strong said he hoped that the commission
would be able to make recommendations and
guidelines for farmers and for those living in a
farming community. He said that he hoped that
the commission’s work could help simplify and
clarify existing land use guidelines that were un-
clear and that he believed might contradict cur-
rent state Right-to-Farm law. He said he hoped
that the commission might be able to make
things clearer for both farmers and their non-
farmer neighbors.

“My whole dream on the thing would be just
to get just to get it simplified for everyone in
town to make things operate much smoother;”
he said.

Hodge said that there was a lot of room for
things to be clearer. While the town cannot take
away those state-granted Right-to-Farm protec-
tions, she said, there was room to expand upon
protections for farmers, as well as to “regulate
the land use impact,” through zoning regula-
tions that might include setbacks, buffer areas
and lot coverage for certain activities. She said
that some towns had specific regulations, for
example, governing lot sizes for roosters, or the
number of roosters allowed on a smaller parcel.

She also said the town had the opportunity
to establish specific guidelines about what is
defined as a farm, for purposes of zoning regu-
lations, and made the point that just because
Connecticut is a Right-to-Farm state does not

Recognition Sought for Local Farmers

mean that farms are exempt from all existing
land use laws. She said the challenge was to find
ways to serve all of a town’s residents, while also
protecting rights.

“What you want to do is not really limit farms
like big commercial farms or even small com-
mercial farms,” she said, “but you do want to set
some parameters around backyard farms be-
cause these are in small neighborhoods and the
town has the obligation to protect all property
values and all residents’ quality of life and health
and safety. And so, having 30 cows on your half-
acre parcel is not appropriate.”

Strong advocated for the town to estab-
lish guidelines for three types of farms: hobby
farms, homestead farms and commercial farms.
He also said he believed there was room for ag-
ritourism, such as outdoor weddings and farm
events, but said the town needed to clarify what
qualified.

Hodge agreed that agritourism was an area
where there was a lot of room for discussion.
She said the town had the opportunity to set
permitting guidelines or to set specific require-
ments, including size limits or time restrictions
for large events. Strong said he believed part of
the challenge in agritourism was defining what
was still agriculture. A brightly-lit nighttime
soccer game on a farm field and a cut-your-own
Christmas tree operation, he said, were very dif-
ferent activities in his eyes.

In the end, Strong said, he believed the town
needed to remain true to its strong farming his-
tory, but also remain open to those new to farm-
ing. He said he hoped that an agricultural com-
mission and a local Right-to-Farm ordinance
would be a step in making that happen.

“If we're going to be a pro-farm town, let’s be
a pro-farm town,” he said, “and let’s be pro-farm
to the to the new farmers that are coming in, be-
cause we need young farmers with new ideas”

Belltown Garden Club Scholarship

The Belltown Garden Club is again offering
a scholarship, available to high school seniors
who reside in East Hampton.

All students must be graduating/have gradu-
ated from a secondary school accredited by the
State of Connecticut, and must use the scholar-
ship for expenses at an accredited school. The
school may be a 4- or 5-year college or univer-

Antique Appraisal Day

The Chatham Historical Society will host
its 29th annual Antique Appraisal Day on
Saturday, April 18, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,, in
the Town Hall conference room at 1 Com-
munity Drive.

Up to four experienced appraisers will
be on site. The fee is $6.00 per item, and no
appointment is necessary. Bring your heir-
looms and discover their value—whether
youre deciding to keep them or finally let
them go.

This event is a fundraiser supporting the
ongoing maintenance of the society’s two
museum buildings and the 1840 one-room
schoolhouse.

For more information, call 8605390988.

Library Friends
Book Sale

The Friends of East Hampton Public Li-
brary will hold a pop-up book sale at Rule of
3 Brewing, 201 E. High St., on Saturday, April
25, from 2-5 p.m.

There will be a selection of like-new books
for readers of all ages, with all proceeds di-
rectly benefiting the East Hampton Public
Library.

For more information, email friend-

sofehpl@gmail.com.
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sity, a community college, a trade school or a
commercial school.

This scholarship is awarded to an East Hamp-
ton High School senior, with preferences given
to a student who intends to major in sciences or
education related to the earth. Related fields of
study will be considered. Financial need could
be part of the decision.

Applications are due by May 1, and are avail-
able through the guidance department at EHHS.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Like us on
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT
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Family Owned & Operated

Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)

20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)

30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)

40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

24 0ld Coach Rbad, Eést Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com
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New Business of the Month... The East Hampton Economic Development Com-
mission has named Romeo’s Jewelry Design, at 201 West High St., as its New Busi-
ness of the Month. Romeo’s is owned by town residents Joe and Nicole Romeo. It
is located in the same plaza as Rule of 3 Brewing and other businesses. The shop
is open Wednesdays through Saturdays, from noon-6 p.m., and by appointment.
More information is found online at www.RomeosJewelry.com. Joe Romeo is pic-
tured at center, with EDC Chairperson Mary Milewski and Vice Chair Evan Giza,
at the March commission meeting that recognized the new business.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Artist for April: This month’s artist
is Leif Nilsson, a resident of Chester. His plein
air impressionistic landscape compositions will
be on display during regular library hours.

Open Mic Night: Friday, April 17 from 6 to
8 p.m. Come and share your talent or just listen
and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up
at 860-267-9093.

Poetry with Music: Saturday, April 18, 6 p.m.
East Hampton Poet Laureate “Sym-petalous,”
a.k.a. Stan Lindh, will read his original poems

Family Bingo at
VFW Post 5095

The VEW Auxiliary invites the community to
a Family Bingo and Patriotic Celebration Sun-
day, April 19, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at VFW Post
5095, 20 North Maple St.

This special all-ages event will feature: Fam-
ily Bingo with patriotic-themed prizes for all
ages; additional games for those looking to take
a break from bingo; and the Post Café offering
lunch and snack items for purchase.

For more information, call 860-267-8837.

KENNETH BARBER & ASSOCIATES,

“Sweet April showers
do spring May flowers.”

—Thomas Tusser

accompanied by musician Lynn Tracey just in
time for National Poetry Month.

Foundry Saxophone Quartet: Saturday, May
23, 2 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of folk, jazz, and
modern standards. Let the library know if plan-
ning to attend. There is no charge to attend, but
donations are accepted.

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
day, April 15, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels
welcome; lessons available. For more informa-
tion contact pjhoffmanl@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Saturday CommuniTea: Is on hiatus, but the
staff would be glad to put the kettle on during
regular library hours.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $15 drop-in fee. Register at
tensummitst@gmail.com.

RTC Meets Next Week

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee will next meet at The Dublin, 42 E. High
St., at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 21.

All are invited to attend and learn about vol-
unteer opportunities in the community. There
are many ways to get involved.

For more information, email ehctgop@gmail.
com or www.easthamptonrtc.com.

LLC

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

] Visit us on Facebook

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-
nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean
and price the donations. Items not accepted:
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that
can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers

and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: April 25, May 9 and 23, June 13
and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8. Drop-off
is located at the lower end of the building in
the garage area by Helping Hands, 27 Skinner
St. Please do not drop off your donations at the
main entrance to our building or on any other
drop oft days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m.,
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: Tech Help: Thursday, April
23, 2-4 p.m. Basic technology help for phones,
laptops, tablets, and e-readers. No registration
required; just bring your device with you.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, April 24, 11
a.m. Meet to talk about what youre currently
reading while enjoying coffee, tea, and a break-
fast treat. Register or drop in.

Shelf Care: A Plant Swap: Saturday, April 25,
10 a.m. Bring a healthy houseplant, cutting, or
seedling and trade with fellow plant lovers. If
youd like to contribute cuttings or plants, feel
free to drop them off anytime beginning Mon-
day, April 20, then come back and find some-
thing new on Saturday while supplies last.

Let’s Grow! Annual Seed Starting 101:
Wednesday, April 29, 6:30 p.m. All are invited
for an evening of seed starting and light instruc-
tion to get your garden started. There will be
dirt involved, so dress accordingly. Seeds will
be available; bring extra seeds to swap and try
something new.

Teen Programs: Magic: The Gathering
(Grades 7-12): Saturday, April 18, 1-3 p.m.
Whether you already know how to play the card
game, or want to learn, come together and play
with people of all skill levels. Bring your own
decks or use one of the library’s.

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday,
April 21, 6 p.m. Teens are invited to help plan
programs, improve the Teen Space, and make
an impact at the library.

WICKED Yoga - Teens Only!: Tuesday,
April 28, 6:30 p.m. Stretch, breathe, and build
confidence while celebrating friendship and
finding your voice. Wear pink, green, or just
something comfy. Bring a mat, if you have one.

Children’s Programs: Read to a Therapy
Dog: Grades K-3: Tuesday, April 21, 4:30 p.m.
Readers will be assigned a 15-minute time slot
to read to Jovie, a certified therapy dog. This is
an opportunity to read aloud in a comfortable
environment.

Dance Storytime with Little Leaps Dance
Adventures: Wednesday, April 29, 10:30 a.m.
Children ages 2-5 will learn about the life cycle
of a butterfly and explore each stage through
fun dance activities. This program is sponsored
by donations made in memory of Monica Zol-
dak, a lifelong library user who was passionate
about early literacy.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4
p-m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance,
monthly men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

New Weekly Class - Sit Flex and Flow:
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. This new class offers
chair exercises, balance work, playful move-
ment, and, when appropriate, ground exercises.
All levels welcome. Drop-ins welcome for $5 a
class.

Linefit: Just a reminder! Linefit classes con-
tinue Mondays through May 4 at 2 p.m.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, April
20, 9 a.m. All are invited to this weekly morning
walk on the Air Line Trail, 69 Smith St.

Chatham Health Chat: Monday, April 20,
11:30 a.m. A representative from Chatham
Health will give a health education presentation
on the importance of sleep. Please register in
advance.

Blood Pressure Readings: Monday, April 20,
12:30 p.m. Provided by Chatham Health. Drop-

Belltown Garden Club
to Meet

The Belltown Garden club will meet
Monday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m., at the East
Hampton Library Community Room, for a
presentation titled “Growing Perennials for
Beauty and Food”

Many plants are both attractive, peren-
nial, and delicious, the garden club said. See
how to incorporate these plants into your
garden to have prettier and tastier yards.
Belltown gardeners will present on good
plant choices, cultivation requirements, and
recipes.

The East Hampton Belltown Garden
Club is a member of The Federated Garden
Clubs of Connecticut and National Garden
Clubs.

ins welcome.

Café Conversations with Holly: Tuesday,
April 21, 12:15 p.m. Chat with Senior Center
Director Holly Marrero and share thoughts,
ideas or concerns.

Spring Seed & Seedling Swap: Wednesday,
April 22, 2:30 p.m. Celebrate the start of the
growing season with a seed and seedling swap.
Bring extra seeds or seedlings to trade, discover
new plants, and connect with fellow gardeners
in the community. All are welcome.

Spring Mahjongg League: Thursdays from
April 23 through June 11 at 9:30 a.m. National
Mahjongg League 2026 card and rules. Two
levels of play. Cost is $10 — payable when reg-
istering. Email bjtkr_963@hotmail.com for in-
formation.

The Script Society with Val: Thursday, April
23, 2 p.m. Join actress and director Val Bozzi
for this interactive program where participants
bring stories to life by reading and exploring a
variety of scripts together.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, April 24, 10
a.m. Ride the Mario Cuomo Bridge Multi Use
path, 333 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, N.Y. Bring
your bike, helmet and water bottle. Call the cen-
ter to register.

Save the Date for the Live Well with Dia-
betes Health Workshop: Thursdays, May 28
through June 11, from 1-3:30 p.m. This free six-
week workshop on how to better manage your
diabetes is offered in collaboration with the
Senior Resources Agency on Aging, Chatham
Health District and Connecticut Aging and
Disability Services. Learn about what to eat, low
and high blood pressure, what to do when feel-
ing sick, dealing with stress, setting goals. Call
860-214-0308 to register.

Trips: Rescheduled Lunch for Seniors Trip
to Windham Tech: Wednesday, May 6, leaving
the center at 10:15 a.m. for an 11 a.m. seating.
Enjoy a meal prepared by the school’s culinary
students. Cost is $21 and includes transporta-
tion.

Shopping at Stew Leonard’s: Monday, May
25, leaving the senior center at 11 a.m. for a re-
scheduled shopping and lunch trip to this New-
ington area store on the Berlin Turnpike. $4
suggested donation for transportation. Lunch
on your own.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need
assistance with grocery shopping? The East
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready
to help. Each week staff will consult with you
on a shopping list and a volunteer will do the
shopping and deliver it to your home. They’ll
even help put it away. All volunteers are vetted
through the Town of East Hampton. Call 860-
267-4426 to sign up.
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Troop 57 Scout Earns Eagle Rank

Zachary Selger of Boy Scout Troop 57 in East
Hampton earned the rank of Eagle Scout at a
Court of Honor ceremony held Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, at the Congregational Church of East
Hampton.

As part of the Eagle Scout requirements, Sel-
ger planned and led a service project benefiting
the local community. He guided members of
Troop 57 in building two picnic tables for the
courtyard at Memorial Elementary School.

Call to Artists

The East Hampton Art Association will have
its annual Fine Art Show entitled “Up, Up &
Away” on Saturday, May 16, rain or shine, on
the Congregational Church lawn, 59 Main St.

There will be more than 20 exhibitors with art
for sale; $5 cream puffs; an art auction; and over
$600 worth of prizes will be awarded to the art-
ists, both members and nonmembers.

If you would like to display your work, con-
tact ehaact@gmail.com for the details and a
registration form (which must be mailed back
along with the entry fee and received by April
18).

For more information, look for the associa-
tion on Facebook or visit easthamptonctartsas-
sociation.org.

KoC Scholarships,
Grants Available

The Knights of Columbus Council 6190
announces the availability of three $1,000
scholarships to students continuing their
education at an accredited college/universi-
ty. Applicants must be members of St. John
Paul II Parish.

The council will also award two $500
Helping Hands grants to members of St.
John Paul IT Parish attending Mercy or Xavi-
er High Schools.

Applications are available at guidance of-
fices and the parish center office at sjp2pa-
rishoffice@gmail.com.All applications must
be received by April 17.

EDC Now Accepting
Scholarship Applications

The Town of East Hampton Economic Devel-
opment Commission is now accepting applica-
tions for its new scholarship.

Any East Hampton High School senior plan-
ning to study business or a related field at an ac-

In addition to his service project, Selger
earned more than 21 merit badges, surpassing
the requirements for Eagle Scout. His achieve-
ments include the Aviation merit badge, reflect-
ing his interest in aerospace engineering — a
field he is now pursuing at Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute.

Selger was recognized for his years of dedica-
tion, leadership, and commitment to service.

Education Foundation
Oﬁering Scholarship

The newly established Kathi Fearon Educa-
tion Foundation is offering a scholarship of
$1000 to encourage East Hampton High School
seniors to pursue careers in the teaching profes-
sion.

This scholarship exists to honor the memory
and legacy of Kathi Fearon, a former third grade
teacher at Memorial School.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at East Hampton High School. Deadline for
applications is May 1.

FRIENDS GATHER HERE

" Tuesoay: 20% OF

Your Entire Dinner Bill

WEDNESDAY:
Buy One Entrée,

Get one 1/2 OFF

(higher price prevails)
DFFers good after 4pm April 21 &
Online orders use code SPRING26.

“THIRSTDAY” April 23:
1/2 OFF Bottle of Wine!
Book Mother’s Day and Graduation Celebrations Now!
61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is hosting
a BBQ Chicken Dinner Drive-Thru Takeout
Event on Saturday, April 25, by reservation
only.

This is the same barbecued chicken recipe
the church has sold at the Haddam Neck Fair
for over 40 years. The dinner includes a barbe-
cued thigh/leg chicken quarter, baked beans,
coleslaw, dinner roll and water bottle, for $15.
Cash only, please.

HNCC BBQ Chicken

Call in your reservation to the HNCC of-
fice at 860-267-2336 or emalil to officehncc@
gmail.com and indicate your pick-up time,
between noon and 5 p.m. Order deadline is
April 21.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton. Of-
fice hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m.

“The Last Living Place’ - an Epoch Arts Production

Epoch Arts will present an original two-act
play, The Last Living Place, from Friday, April
24, through Sunday, April 26, at 7 p.m. all three
nights, at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

This play explores themes of brokenness,
redemption, true community, and facing the
monsters that rage in peoples’ lives. Follow the
stories of a rebel street artist trying to expose
the lies and hypocrisy of the system, an outcast

desperate for redemption and a new identity,
and a girl from the city growing increasingly
frustrated as she tries to live up to an impossible
standard.

Tickets are $15 for general admission and $12
for seniors. Email elizabeth@epocharts.org for
reservations. For more information, visit www.
epocharts.org.

GOOD®ETON

ESTATEJEWELRY-GOLD-ANTIQUES-COINS Sell

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108

Looking to buy:

Collectible Coins

Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015

Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm
Saturday’s 9-4

credited four-year school this fall is eligible and
encouraged to apply.

The purpose of this scholarship is to encour-
age local students to pursue careers in business
and related fields, and to show them community
support. Get the full details, eligibility require-
ments and access the application through the
guidance department at East Hampton High
School.

The application deadline is May 1.

EATATSADLERS.COM

gTQ-lB-ZSJ

0,
/8\“9

HURRYIN - THIS SALE ENDS APRIL 30TH!!
\:na“m

%% SAVE UPTO 20%

THIS SPRING AT CAREFREE

PLAYHOUSES
S39vVHvH

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

Carefree Cottage
Call me for a quote today g

Reg $11,326

SALE $9195

f=5+ With Vinyl
8 Siding, Loft
andRamp!
Shown with
optional
Cupola and
Weathervane.

Carefree Colonial
Reg $6,429

sate $5143

Carefree Greenhouse
Reg $6,444

sate $5195
:

STORAGE BUILDINGS
JUNLINYNG OILVd

<» StateFarm'

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs

Paul Catalano, Agent With Ramp! With L'6ft andRampl

Carefree Cottage
Reg $10,164

sate $8131

Ea >
Carefree Dutch Garage
Reg $21,304

saLe $16,995

Carefree Cottage
Reg $11,135

sate $8908

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

GAZEBOS
Sv10dNnd

Bus: 860-537-3338

PREFRgA

SMALL BUILDINGS

47 Years of Building Quality!
Colchester 860 267-7600

www.catalanoins.com

Sale ends April 30, 2026.
Not to be combinedwith any other offer.

1.800.326.SHED

Clinton 860 664-1620

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

Two Great Locations:

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

We're also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Spring Concert: The Music Worship event
will be held Sunday, May 3, at 9 a.m. This is a
celebration of Jesus’ love through contemporary
music. The Vocal Choir will be accompanied by
violin, guitar, drums and keyboard.

Ladies Fellowship: Thursday, April 23, from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Mary’s house.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The

theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
though Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30
p.m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in
the Music Room. The study is the Women of
the Bible, based on scripture and information/
analysis in the study packet. The study will con-
clude on May 17.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

The Cobalt Lodge monthly worship service
will be held Sunday, April 19, at 11:15 a.m., fol-
lowing church.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at

bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating. Bible Study takes place via Zoom at 6
p-m. Wednesdays.

Lent Vitamin Drive: It’s not too late to make
a donation to St. Vincent’s School for Handi-
capped Children in Haiti. Checks will be ac-
cepted until the end of the month; be sure to put
“Missions,” or “Vitamins” in the memo line.

Mothers’ Day Diaper Drive: The Missions
Team is collecting diapers for children in need,
in conjunction with the churchs DCF social
worker through Covenant to Care. Place your
contributions in the Parish Hall by May 10.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

FULL SERVICE | DESIGN | BUILD |

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.
Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom — we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space.

160 Qak St., Unit 210

Glastonbury, CT 06033 860.430.2661

CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM

CIT3-5-26

Guest Artist to Demonstrate Feltmg

Guest artist Kristen Walsh will demonstrate
the art of “felting” at the next meeting of the
East Hampton Art Association on Wednesday,
April 22, at 7 p.m., in the East Hampton Public
Library Function Room.

Walsh is a published author and self-taught
artist. She has been felting for more than 20
years using fiber and felting as her primary
medium. She is the originator of plein-air felt-
ing, requiring her to invent her own felting
equipment to create her art outdoors.

She has won many awards for her work as
well as having her art selected for publication
in Fiber Arts magazine and Cloth, Paper, Scis-
sors magazine. Her work is in private collec-
tions and has been selected for many juried
gallery exhibitions around the United States.
Recently she published her book Layers: Felted
Art Projects Sparked from the Soul. Her work
can be seen at WalshFineFelt.com.

Everyone is welcome. There is a suggested

Kristen Walsh
$5 donation for non-members. Coffee and re-
freshments will be served.

Arts & Culture Grant Opportunity

The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-
sion has announced a call for community grant
applications to support local arts and cultural
initiatives that enrich the lives of East Hampton
residents. The commission is a volunteer group
dedicated to promoting arts, culture, and relat-
ed community programming throughout East
Hampton.

Applications are open to East Hampton resi-

RTC Offering Scholarship

The East Hampton Republican Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to an East
Hampton resident planning to pursue a career
in a trade and graduating in 2026.

This award is open to any graduating student
from East Hampton, Xavier, Mercy or Vinal
high schools, or homeschooled East Hampton
residents. Applications are available from the
guidance department in the schools.

Deadline for submission of applications is
May 15.

dents and organizations with projects that ad-
vance these goals. The commission encourages
proposals that foster creativity, community en-
gagement, and increased access to the arts. Mul-
tiple grants of up to $500 will be awarded.
Applications are available at the town man-
ager’s office at Town Hall and at East Hampton
Public Library. Completed applications may be
submitted at either location or via email to the
town manager’s office at csirois@easthamptonct.
gov. The submission deadline is Friday, May 8.

DTC Offering Scholarship

The East Hampton Democratic Town Com-
mittee is offering a $500 scholarship to a gradu-
ating senior who resides in East Hampton for
their continuing education and graduating in
2026.

Applications are available in the guidance of-
fice at the East Hampton High School. Deadline
for submission of applications is May 1.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WAL UL«
YOUTASTE |

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHp

OMAHA STEAKS

B

Butcher s Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 o0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

81081XEL separately $323-93 312999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

004~ r~rrArAAMD

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081 XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

fMARLBOROUGH

Always Accepting

New Patients & Clients!
PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

860-295-3939

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER
OF TOWN NEAR
THE BIG Y.
MON.-FRI. 9AM-3PM

RE4-10-26
S

m CAMPAGN A g

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday

Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlicand oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka As AKara us, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - /s« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

|58 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland « (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS

PASTA COURSE

IJ Cup of soup of the day or garden salad

Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
served over spinach

I |CIT148—25
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Helping Hands Open
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open from 9-11 a.m. on the
first and third Saturday of each month. Dona-
tions will be collected on those Saturdays, as
well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hampton, 59
Main St., welcomes all to Sunday worship at 10 a.m.

On April 19, the Third Sunday of Easter, guest
speaker will be Marianna Kilbride of the Congrega-
tional Church of New Canaan. A monthly potluck
will follow in the fellowship hall.

Member
of BBB

860-659-5757

www.generallandscaping.com

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

Bellringer
Market at EHHS

There will be a Bellringer Market Saturday,
April 25, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at East Hampton
High School, 15 N. Maple St.

Local artisans and student artisans will be
featured.

Rain date is Sunday, April 26.

Big enough to be
professional — Small

enough to be personal
g g p

CT Lic
#555660
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Commission on Aging to Offer Update

The East Hampton Commission on Aging
(COA) will update the public on its many proj-
ects and activities at a meeting on Wednesday,
May 6, at 2:30 p.m. The meeting, which is open
to all, will be at the Senior Center, 105 Main St.
Light refreshments will be served.

The meeting will focus on accomplishments
over the past year, and plans for the future
across several areas that the COA is involved
in.

The projects to be discussed include pro-
moting senior center modernization, the ex-
pansion and improvement of services at the
senior center, and the possibility of building a
new senior center or community center.

The update will also cover the success-

ful Home & Health Expo held in 2025 and
plans for a Health & Wellness Expo on Nov.
7 this year. Other programs include improv-
ing transportation for older adults, improving
housing options, maintaining a liaison with
Bellwood Court and Chatham Acres senior
housing, helping older adults live safely and
happily at home, and exploring successful op-
tions in other towns.

The commission will also explain and up-
date residents on its East Hampton Commu-
nity Cares program, which matches volunteers
with older or disabled adults who need help
with yardwork, errands or transportation, or
simply would enjoy a friendly visitor.

Questions and suggestions are welcome.

il

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
*%2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim's performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Centuny

ALLPOINTS REALTY
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Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

Gaby is a Nurse Practitioner who has recently joined
(reater Hartford Internal Medicine in Glastonbury

and West Hartford, CT

Accepting new patients!

Tor Scheduile A appointmend

(L) B60-659-0581

WA prricmelic. Oom

¢

Lo

Guidance

WHZ,

You've given me
confidence to pursue
business goals | wasn't
sure would be possible
before.

Thank you!

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Alexandra’s story

(860) 928-2341

697 Pomfret Street,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
392-A Merrow Road,
Tolland, CT 06084

o WHLZ

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS

This statement was provided 3/7/2025 by Alexandra Robin, who is a client. This
statement may not be representative of the experience of others and is not a guarantee
of future performance or success. For additional reviews, search us wherever local

businesses are reviewed.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

CIT4-16-26
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Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY 6AM-8PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

- wub - ol &
Ty s o B

&9 Urgent Care

0‘" Wellness Visits 0‘3‘ Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

RE11-29-24

Sponsored by

ok

NSCDA?

—CONNECTICUT—

WEBB BARN SALE

April 18 & 19, 2026
9:00 AM-3:00 PM both days

Shop tableware, silver, art, furniture, rugs,

] jewelry, garden items, ceramics, and more.

Admission: $5 at door
Youth under 18 free

Webb Deane Stevens Museum
211 Main Street
N\ Wethersfield, Connecticut
o8 wdsmuseum.org
860-529-0612

Not Happy With Bank
CD Rates?

Earn 5.95%
Interest With Us.

We partner with a company that is
offering a fixed annuity that pays you
5.20%, 5.75%, or 5.95% a year for either
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more.

VN
Call us today
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today!

James Beyer, AIF® CLTC ®
] [ Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth
INTEGRITY
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10%

203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com
W E A L T H ’ federal tax penalty.

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance,
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance.
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term.

CIT3-12-26
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‘Stories of Connecticut’s Black Patriots’

As part of Hebrons 250th celebration, the
Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) will
present “Stories of Connecticut’s Black Patriots”
Thursday, April 30, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Russell
Mercier Senior Center, 14 Stonecroft Drive. In
this free program, attendees will hear power-
ful stories of brave Black American men who
served their country during the American Rev-
olution and Civil War.

John Mills, president of the Alex Breanne
Corporation, will share stories from his newly
released book, The Narrative of Primus: A Lin-
eage Woven into American History. The book
uncovers the story of a 10-year-old boy taken
from his mother’s bedside in West Africa and
forced aboard a slave ship bound for America.
That boy, Primus, survived the Middle Passage,
endured decades of enslavement in colonial
Connecticut, raised a family, and - through
faith, resilience and grace - laid a foundation
that would ripple across generations.

The book traces the lives of Primus’ descen-
dants from the Revolutionary War - where his
son Job fought for American independence
while enslaved, through the Civil War - where
his second great-grandson Sgt. Daniel Stanley

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU

COVERED

Hebron Insurance
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

—
4

Lathrop served with the 29th Connecticut Col-
ored Infantry Regiment, and into the 20th cen-
tury — where the lineage continued to serve in
both World Wars and National Guard militias.

Attendees will also see a short film called The
29th Connecticut Regiment and the Fight for
Freedom. This original documentary, which
won Best Connecticut Film at the 2023 Mystic
Film Festival, tells the story of the brave African
American men who enlisted in Connecticut’s
29th Colored Infantry Regiment during the
American Civil War.

The film tells their story of sacrifice and hero-
ism on battlefields in South Carolina and Virgin-
ia. Near the end of the war, the 29th Connecticut
was sent to Brownsville, Texas where they were
part of the federal force that occupied that town
and brought news of the emancipation of the en-
slaved - celebrated today as Juneteenth.

Filmmaker Chris Barlow of the Berlin Equity
Action Team, who created the film with Wide
Awake Films, will discuss the making of the
documentary.

To learn more about CoDE, visit www.code-
diversity.org.

el ]
-

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

RE10-7-22

Prepare to fall in love with this absolutely stunning, fully remodeled historic farmhouse in the
heart of Lebanon! Set on 2.4 beautiful acres, From the brand new septic system to the new roof,
gorgeous new flooring, fresh interior paint, new 200 amp electrical service, and brand new central
air/heat pump, every inch of this home has been carefully curated with remarkable craftsmanship
and attention to detail. This is a must see, call today for a showing! Lebanon $499,900

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

Driveway Replacement
Specialist

* Fast Dependable Service
* Experienced Staff
» Competitive Pricing

* Driveways
» Parking Lots
* Roadways

New England

INC.
860-633-4554

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

Satisfyij
All of Ytgsufyggvin
Needs in Glastonbury!
Celebrating
53 YEARS of
Quality Servicel
—SINCE 1973 _

CIT4-2-26

Locally Owned &
Operated
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Meeting on New Library Friends Group

A meeting to discuss the founding of a new
Friends of the Douglas Library of Hebron will
be held Wednesday, April 29, at 6 p.m., at Doug-
las Library.

The mission of this Friends™ group is to sup-
port the Douglas Library by collaborating and
working transparently with the library. On April
29, the group will meet, discuss proposed by-

laws, nominate an inaugural board, and commit
to next steps.

Please RSVP to Maria at mariamw4library-
friends@gmail.com if you plan to attend, if you
are unavailable to attend but would like to be
placed on the mailing list for future meetings,
programs, events or volunteer opportunities, or
if you have any questions.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome to join in this study,
where together they’ll learn what it means to
“stand firm in the true grace of God” (1 Peter
5:12).

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study

will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, April 16.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office; there are several new ministers
trained and wanting to help.

TWC Upward Running Club: This class,
which began in January, will wrap up by partici-
pating in the VFW Post 3336 Reservoir Rush 5K
in Moodus on Saturday, May 16. More classes
will come! Stay tuned for more details, or con-
tact the church.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited
every first and third Friday of the month from
6:30-9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community.

Kingdom Men: Men’s Breakfast: Saturday,
April 18, 8-10 a.m. All men are invited.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St. (mailing address: P.O. Box 513),
welcomes all to worship and to be a part of the
church community. Priest is the Rev. Ron Ko-
lanowski. The church is located on Route 85,
a quarter-mile south of the intersection with
Route 66, at 30 Church St. For more informa-
tion on St. Peter’s, visit stpetershebron.com or
search for St. Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m.
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via

Annual Fishing
Derby is Sunday

Skungamaug Fish & Game Club will host
its annual Fishing Derby this Sunday, April
19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the club facilities,
423 Jones St. All are invited.

The contest entry fees are $15 for adults
and $8 for children. Gift card prizes ($100,
$75, and $25) will be awarded for first-, sec-
ond- and third-longest fish, respectively.
There will also be a $100 gift card for the
smallest fish. In addition, there will be a
Tagged Fish contest for $5.

Food and beverage concessions will be
available throughout the day. There will also
be raftle tickets for prizes available for pur-
chase.

Scouting for Food 2026

The Hebron scouts are on a mission to restock
the Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS)
food pantry, and they are looking for help.

Drop oft your non-perishable donations on
Saturday, May 9, at Ted’s IGA in Hebron be-
tween 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Most needed items are
canned meats, hearty soups, pasta sauce, jelly,
laundry detergent, and shampoo.

You can also contribute through “Neighbor-
hood Collection” bins in the area. You can drop
items there from April 25-May 8. Contribute di-
rectly to HIHS at hihsct.org/donate.

Free CERT

Training Course

The town of Hebron is offering a free CERT
(Community Emergency Response Team)
training course to any interested persons. He-
bron residency is not required.

The course will teach skills in disaster pre-
paredness and reacting to emergencies, includ-
ing first aid and fire extinguishers. Those who
complete the course will also have the option to
join their local CERT team if they wish to help
others in their community.

The course will run Saturdays from 9:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m., from April 25 to May 16. Interested
persons can sign up by contacting hebronemd@
gmail.com or using the link on the Town of He-
bron, CT Emergency Management and CERT
Facebook page.

Zoom for an online social gathering.

Project Hope Dinner Assembly: Saturday,
April 25, 2 p.m. Meet in the parish hall to pre-
pare meals for the homeless clients of Project
Hope in Willimantic.

Spring Plant Sale: Saturday, May 2. The sale
will feature hanging baskets, perennials, annu-
als and native plants. A portion of proceeds will
benefit HIHS (Hebron Interfaith Human Ser-
vices), the local food pantry.

Navigating the Hospice Journey: Wednes-
day, May 6, 2-3 p.m., at St. Peter’s Phelps Hall.
Rebecca Tamsin, LCSEW, director of counseling
at Masonicare Home Health and Hospice, will
share information about how hospice care and
hospice teams can provide maximum support
(including pain management and emotional
support) at home. There will be time for ques-
tions and discussion.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Balance Class: Mon-
days, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Book Club: Mondays at
11:30 a.m.; Connect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Choir:
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Monthly Meetings:
Building and Grounds, Community Events
planning, Finance, Liturgy, Pastoral Care and
Vestry.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a
community dinner Saturday, April 18, from 4
p-m. until 5:30 p.m. or sold out. The menu will
include your choice of meat or vegetable lasa-
gna, Italian sausage, garlic bread, tossed salad
and your choice of desserts. The cost is $18.

This is a takeout-only dinner, with no pre-
orders or reservations. Servers will come to

St. Peter’s Lasagna Dinner

your car, take your order and payment, and
bring your meal(s) back to your back seat or
trunk. There is no need to get out of your car.

A portion of each meal sold will go toward
supporting Project HOPE. For more details,
please contact the church at 860-228-3244 or
visit www.StPetersHebron.com. St. Peter’s is
located at 30 Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open.
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, April 23-June 4 (no class
May 21), 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School.
This is a low-impact form of exercise focusing
on a series of slow, graceful, and continuous
movements. This program is open to adults of

all fitness levels. No prior experience is neces-
sary.

Hatha Yoga: Session III will be Tuesdays,
May 12-June 16, at Gilead Hill School. Whether
youre new to yoga or a seasoned practitioner,
all are welcome.

Family Paint Night: Thursday, May 14, 6-8
p.m., at Hebron Elementary School.

Karate: Six-week ongoing sessions are avail-
able, for ages 6+. Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6
p.m., at Gilead Hill School.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s
Bible Study, focused on “Seven Christian rules
Christians should break as often as possible”
There are two day/time options to attend: the
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or the
second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more
information about donating or participating in
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

Calling All Hebron Artists!

The Hebron Creative Collective will hold
the juried art show “Hebron Creates” on May
3, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., at Colebrook Village in
Hebron - and the deadline for applications is
coming up.

This exhibition seeks to highlight and cel-
ebrate artists in Hebron and its immediate
surrounding towns, with a chance to win cash
prizes totaling $500.

Local artists aged 14 and up are invited to
submit up to three pieces of 2D or 3D artwork.
Art can be in any media (e.g. paintings, ceram-
ics, jewelry, glassware, textile art, collage, etc),
with the size of the artwork no larger than 24
inches.

Entry fees for adults are: $20 for up to two
pieces, or $25 for three. Fees for students 14-22
years old: $10 for up to two pieces, or $15 for
three. Entry fees are non-returnable, but will be
waived if you would like to join the Hebron Cre-
ative Collective for 2026. Annual membership is

$40 for adults and $25 for students 14-22. Prizes
totaling $500 will be awarded based on use of
medium, composition, use of color, proficiency
and design.

Applications and jpegs of your work will
be accepted until April 10. Jpegs of art should
be cropped to arts edges, well-lit, and at least
150dpi. Selected artists will be announced on
April 17.

This year’s judge will be Pennsylvania fine
artist Tricia Lowery Lippert. Lippert specializes
in oils and pastels, and is known for her land-
scapes and wildlife paintings. She has won many
awards and her art is in private collections all
over the world. www.tricialowreylippertfineart.
com

Visit www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-
creative-collective for sn online application
and submission guidelines. Questions can be
emailed to artinhebron@gmail.com.

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

X

Trusted
Choice®

Independent insurance Agent

B % -

Low Rates for Good Drivers

L bo Insurance Agency, LTD

(860) 228-1025

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

HOME LIFE AUTO BUSINESS

RE5-29-20

OVER

30 YRS

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.
CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992
www.firesidesupply.net
CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

RE2-7-25

Est. 1988

7

Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE SALT OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN24/7 |

RE1241942L—'J

L

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

RE6-18-21
E—
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Fire Strikes Hebron Home

By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Fire Department received
a call at 3 am. on Monday morning,
where fire officials responded to West
Street for a reported structure fire with
the resident still inside.

Crews arrived on scene quickly, where
they discovered a single-family home
filled with smoke and aflame. The occu-
pant had managed to get out of the home

on their own, and was treated for burn
injuries and released.

The fire was extinguished 16 minutes
later, and the cause is under investigation
by the Hebron Fire Marshal’s Office.

Officials from Windham, Manches-
ter, Andover, Marlborough, Bolton, Co-
lumbia, Colchester and Glastonbury re-
sponded to the fire.

Hebron Cleanup Walk

All are invited to celebrate Earth Day Satur-
day, April 25, with the Hebron Trail Rangers
and Green Committee and a Cleanup Walk on
Hebron’s Town Center Trail.

Meet at 10 a.m. at the Ted’s Foods parking
lot, along the street trees area (furthest from
the plaza businesses). From there, attendees will
proceed along the stone dust-surfaced Hebron
Center Trail, picking up trash and identifying/
snipping invasive plants along the trail.

The Hebron Center Trail is a walking / bik-
ing trail through town open space connecting
Ted’s parking area at the Main Street sidewalk to
Veterans Memorial Park. For more information
on the trail, check out the Hebron Center Trail
Brochure and Map at hebronct.com.

Please wear sturdy garden gloves, tick pro-
tection, and consider bringing a long-handled
pruner/lopper and/or a trash grabber. No motor-
ized tools, please. Compostable trash bags will
be available, as well as a limited number of tools.

This event is 10 a.m. — noon, rain or shine,
except for steady downpour or storm. No mo-
torized tools, please.

If you are not able to join this free event,
youre invited to pick up trash safely in your
neighborhood or simply visit town open space
to commemorate this Earth Day, which is next
Wednesday, April 22. Check hebronpaths.org
for a list of preserves to visit. If near a road, be
sure to keep away from traffic, wear bright col-
ors and stay visible.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM
May 5, 2026
The electors and voters of the Town of Hebron, Connecticut, and any other persons entitled to vote upon any matters contained in the
notice are hereby notified and warned to vote in the Annual Budget Referendum to be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church
Street in Hebron between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 5, 2026.
1. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2026-2027 BUDGET
OF $44,962,595 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
2. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2026-2027 CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) BUDGET OF $791,689 AS
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
Voters approving the recommendation of the Board of Finance will vote “Yes” and those opposing the recommendation of
the Board of Finance will vote “No”.
Absentee ballots will be available from the Town Clerk’s Office.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut this 9th day of April 2026.
HEBRON TOWN COUNCIL
Tiffany V. Thiele, Chair
Jan Lawrence, Vice Chair
Keith Petit
Claudia Tejada Riley
Sean Fitzgerald
TOWN OF HEBRON BOARD OF FINANCE RECOMMENDED BUDGET  May 5, 2026
ADOPTED ADOPTED PROPOSED
Expenditures Expenditures  Expenditures
2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027
EXPENDITURES
Town Government $9,646,664 $10,002,479 $10,746,516
Contr. to Capital Improvement 1,176,734 489,736 $662,836
Contr. to Open Space Acq. 100,000 50,000
Contr. to Capital Projects 133,650 467,040 $231,681
Contr. to Revaluation 40,000
Debt Service 843,216 597,646 $539,759
TOWN GOV'T SUB TOTAL 11,940,264 11,606,901 $12,180,792 |
Hebron Board of Education 13,663,914 14,336,533 $15,623,930
RHAM Assessment 15,275,896 16,351,546 $16,934,030
RHAM Debt Service 210,707 215,521.00 $223,843
Total General Government $41,090,781 $42,510,501 $44,962,595
REVENUES ADOPTED ADOPTED PROPOSED
Revenues Revenues Revenues
2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027
General Government $1,260,855 $1,464,386 $1,337,264
Other State Revenues 492,924 727,240 $986,303
Educational Cost Sharing Grant 5,997,693 5,997,693 $5,997,693
Debt Management Contribution 862,000
Fund Balance Contribution 500,000 500,000 $250,000
Back Taxes / Lien Fees 400,000 400,000 $1,200,000
Tax Revenue 31,577,309 33,421,182 35,191,335
$41,090,781 $42,510,501 $44,962,595
MILL RATE:
Real Estate/Personal Property 34.50 36.85 38.79
Motor Vehicle 32.46 32.46 32.46
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET 2026-2027
Fire Panel - Hebron Elementary School $96,000
Replace Rescue 110 and Engine 110 w/ Rescue Pumper Lease/Purchase - Year 1 $250,000
Road Resurfacing and Road Improvements $350,689
Mason Dump Truck (Replace Truck 5) $95,000
Total Recommended CIP Budget $791,689
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM REVENUES 2026-2027
Balance from Previous Appropriations $15,929
LOCIP Funding $101,524
Funding from Other Sources: Public Safety Fund $11,400
General Fund Contribution $662,836 | <
Total Recommended Revenue $791,689 £

Residents Advised of Bridge Repair

Construction has begun on repairs to the
Old Colchester Road Bridge over Raymond
Brook, and Public Works is asking residents of
Old Colchester, Wood Pond, Pepperbush, and
Heron Hill for their cooperation in the follow-
ing ways:

Avoid parking on the street between 6 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Monday-Friday, during the con-
struction period.

Limit use of the roadway between Northam
and Niles Road as much as possible. There
will be a detour route implemented beginning
Monday, April 13, and it will remain until the
completion of the project. Residents who live in
the blocked off area will still be able to exit and
enter their driveways. RHAM, Hebron Public
Schools and the bus company have been noti-
fied. Public Works said to stay updated on the
school’s response/plan for the detour routes.

Refuse and recycling schedules will continue
to operate on their normal schedules. All-Waste
and Casella have been made aware of the detour.

Drive no more than 10 mph to reduce flying
dust.

Children must not enter the work zone or
touch any equipment or supplies.

The Air Line Trail will remain open for the
duration of the project, but Public Works said to
expect minor delays when crossing and please
use caution.

The bridge repair is a multi-stage project that
can result in various contractors for bridge re-
placement construction. This process from start
to finish may span over the course of the 2026
construction season (weather permitting).

For more information, call Public Works Di-
rector Paul J. Forrest at 860-228-2871.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless
noted, by calling the center.

Bus Trip to Cracker Barrel: Monday, April
27, leave at 11 a.m. and return at approximately
3 p.m. Cost is $5 for transportation. Space lim-
ited to eight spots.

Men’s ‘Golden Oldies’ Social Activities
Group: Friday, April 24, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If
you are 60 or older and interested in participat-
ing is a social activities group with other men,

call social worker Dennis Farrar, MSW at 860-
228-1700 ext. 204 to register.

Chair Yoga and Sound Healing: Tuesday,
April 28, 10 a.m.-noon. This is a two-part pro-
gram. Chair Yoga, a gentle form of yoga that
uses a chair for balance or as a prop for poses/
asanas, will be followed by Sound Bath, expe-
riencing sound healing instruments like crystal
bowls. This two-hour program costs $25 and is
led by yoga instructor Sara Billings. Register by
Monday, April 27.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Pre-registration is
required by noon the day before the trip. Call
860-228-1700. Call the center for current sched-
ule.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
see the bulletin at gileadchurchucc.updates.
church, email gcc@gileadchurch.net, or call the
Parish House at 860-228-3077. The church of-
fice is open at the GCC Parish House Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 4/18 - Spring Workday and
Church Cleanup at 9 a.m. (Outdoors at Gilead
Church); Saturday, 4/18 - Wise Warrior Yoga at
9:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Sunday, 4/19 - Sun-
day Worship Service at 10 a.m. (Gilead Church’s
Sanctuary; Online; Livestreamed); Sunday, 4/19
- Coffee Hour at 11 a.m. (Fellowship Hall);
Sunday, 4/19 - Card-Making with Gayle at
11:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall classroom); Sun-
day, 4/19 - Gilead-to-Go Meals Planning Meet-
ing at 11:30 a.m. (Parish House); Monday, 4/20
- Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. (Online via Zoom);
Monday, 4/20 - Board of Christian Education
meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish House); Tuesday, 4/21
— AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall);
Wednesday, 4/22 - Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30
a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 4/22 - Book
Group at 10:45 a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednes-
day, 4/22 - Choir Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead
Church’s Sanctuary)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Sunday Services: Please join Sunday’s
services in-person or online through YouTube
or Facebook: YouTube: www.bitly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC; Facebook: tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC.

Springtime Collection for HIHS: This
spring, all are invited to give back by donating
needed household cleaning items to Hebron
Interfaith Human Services. Drop off your do-
nations in the church’s main hallway. For more
information, call the church office at 860-228-
3077.

“Card-Making with Gayle”: Create one-of-
a-kind seasonal cards for $15, with a portion
of proceeds benefitting the CT Food Bank. The
next class is Sunday, April 19, at 11:30 a.m.

Faith & Film Potluck: All are invited to the
final Faith and Film Potluck gathering of the
season on Friday, May 1, at 6 p.m. Watch a mov-
ie and share food and good company. No RSVP
necessary.

Drum Circle at Gilead: There will be a drum
circle with master drummer Bolokada Conde
of the Bolokada and Friends Village Project,
Inc. at Gilead Church on Thursday, April 30, at
6:30 p.m. Help fundraise for Bolokada’s village
in Guinea, West Africa while participating in
an event for beginner and advanced drummers
alike - no experience is necessary to attend. To
reserve your drum, call Carla Pomprowicz at
860-377-1077.

HELO Fundraiser: HELO for Haiti's Taco
and Trivia Night will be at Gilead Church on
Saturday, May 2, at 5 p.m. Enjoy unlimited ta-
cos and participate in various activities. Tickets
are $25 per person, and can be purchased at the
door. For more information, call Amy Destine
at 860-462-0919.

Favorite Ladies’ Tea and Accessories Swap:
Saturday, May 9, from 2-4 p.m., in the Fellowship
Hall; time to be determined. Come to the church
along with your favorite lady, a sweet or savory
treat to share, and an accessory to swap. Tea and
refreshments will be provided. For more infor-
mation, call the church at 860-228-3077.

Elderly and Disabled Tax Relief

Tax relief for homeowners aged 65 and older
or 100% Social Security disabled is offered in
conformance with eligibility requirements and
specifications of state enabling legislation. The
Hebron Assessor’s office will accept applications
through May 15.

The maximum income limits set for the Oct.
1, 2025 Grand List year are: Single, $46,300;
Married, $56,500. A completed 2025 federal
income tax return with supporting documents

Absentee Ballots for

Budget Referendum

Absentee ballots for the May 5 Hebron bud-
get referendum are available at the town clerk’s
office, located at 15 Gilead St.

Office hours are Monday through Wednes-
day, 8 am. - 4 p.m,; Thursday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.;
and Friday, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. For information, call
860-228-5971.

Voting for the May 5 budget referendum
will be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92
Church St., from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

(if filed), including a 1099 Social Security state-
ment, must be presented at time of application.
Social Security disabled applicants must also
present proof of disability dated within three
years of application. If no tax return is filed,
all taxable and non-taxable income statements
must be presented at time of application.

More detailed information about these pro-
grams is available at www.hebronct.gov, or by
contacting the Assessor’s Office at 860-228-5971
ext. 126.

Town-Wide Ta& Sale

The Town Center Project will hold its Town-
Wide Tag Sale Saturday, May 9, from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Register to participate at www.thetown-
centerproject.org/marketday (scroll to the bot-
tom and complete the application).

Early registration gets you on the printed
map. Registration fee is $35 and 100% of the fee
goes directly to TTCP’s programs. Applications
can be located at www.thetowncenterproject.
org/marketday, or email ttcp@thetowncenter-
project.org.
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By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Town Council held a regular
meeting on April 9 where they covered a wide
range of issues. The most intense discussions
centered on how Hebron plans for its finan-
cial future and how it handles major long-term
challenges.

Throughout the night, councilors, staff and
residents wrestled with questions about fair-
ness, growth and sustainability.

Planning and Zoning Appointment

The most debated topic of the evening was
the appointment of a new member to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission. Two candidates
were considered: Holly Habicht, an unaffiliated
voter with deep local involvement, and Chad
Livernois, a Republican who had recently run
for the position.

Livernois emphasized his structured back-
ground and vision for controlled growth. “We
can't stay forever where we are, but we've got to
be smart when we go there,” he explained. He
supported small business development and ulti-
mately preserving the town’s character.

Habicht highlighted her long history in He-
bron, and shared, “I plan on dying here. It's my
home. I'm not going anywhere anytime soon.

She argued for flexibility in economic develop-
ment, and stated that opportunities should be
reviewed “on a case-by-case basis”

Despite strong support for Habicht's commu-
nity involvement, several council members said
they felt bound by precedent. Council Chair Tif-
fany Thiele, a Democrat, explained that the seat
had been held by a Republican and should re-
main so. She cited the importance of consistency.

“I believe strongly in that precedent, and I be-
lieve in party representation,” she shared.

Council members echoed the difficulty of the
decision. Councilor Jan Lawrence, a Democrat,
said plainly, “This is a difficult decision for me
honestly”

Councilor Claudia Riley, another Democrat,
added, “Precedent, history and principles really
matter here”

In the end, the council unanimously ap-
pointed Livernois to the position, despite the
momentary hesitation. This reinforced the tra-
dition of party-based replacement.

A Warning on Long-Term Costs

Another major moment came during a de-
tailed presentation about the condition of town
buildings and infrastructure. Officials reviewed

United Brethren Synagogue News and Notes

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, lo-
cated at 10 Church St. (Route 85), invites all to
its next Shabbat service on Friday, April 17, at 7
p-m. The service will be held at the synagogue,
with an option to participate via Zoom.

After the service, we will socialize and enjoy
some snacks in the community room.

There is no need to RSVP to the church email
address, unless you need a Zoom link.

United Brethren of Hebron combines ele-
ments from both the Conservative and Reform
traditions in its services, and membership in-

cludes interfaith families and couples.

The historic synagogue building needs a new
roof and other major renovations, and dona-
tions are sought. To learn more, go to www.
gofundme.com/f/support-united-brethren-he-
brons-vital-work.

If you are interested in becoming a mem-
ber or would like to learn more about the
synagogue, visit www.ubofhebron.org or email
ubothebron@gmail.com. Also, check out the
synagogues Facebook page for information
about upcoming events and services.

Hebron Celebrates 250 Photo Contest

The Town Center Project (TTCP) and the
Town of Hebron are celebrating 250 years of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence by
holding a local photography contest — and all
are invited to participate.

The Hebron Celebrates 250 Committee is
looking for photographs from around town.
Photos can be anywhere and of any subject mat-
ter — they just need to be local. The 250 Com-
memorative Calendar Committee will select

photos based on quality, originality and per-
spective to be included an 18-month “Hebron
Celebrates 250” Commemorative Calendar that
will be for sale starting in July.

For guidelines and suggested locations, visit
www.thetowncenterproject.org/hebron-250
and follow on Facebook at Hebron CT Cel-
ebrates America 250. Submit original photogra-
phy to ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org. Contest
deadline is May 1.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following pieces of news. For
more information, call the library at 860-228-
9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays,
April 17 and 24, 1 p.m. Marty Supreme (rated
R) will be shown on 4/17, and Good Luck, Have
Fun, Don’t Die (rated R) will be sown . Free wa-
ter and popcorn will be served.

Artist of the Month: Stop in and view a com-
prehensive collection of artwork by local artist
Rachel Crawford Imlah in the library Commu-
nity Room.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.
This month, read Super-Italian by Giada DeLu-
arentiis, and each person will choose a recipe to
make and share with the group.

Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join this informal
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in
and play, regardless of skill level.

Chess Club: Thursdays at 4 p.m. The Chess
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill levels
to drop in and play a game or improve their skills.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every
Monday, 4-5 p.m. Calling all builders!!! Get
creative and build some Lego creations.

Saturday Lego Club: Saturday, April 18, 11
a.m.-1 p.m. Can’t make it to Monday Lego Club?
Come to a Saturday Lego Club twice a month in
the children’s programming room.

PJ Storytime: The first and third Tuesday
of each month, at 6 p.m. There will be stories,
songs, and crafts.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday at
10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either session.

Douglas Library Adds 3D Printers

Douglas Library of Hebron is expanding its
makerspace with the addition of two new 3D
printers, funded by a grant from the Hebron
Greater Together Community Foundation.

The new printers are Bambu P1S models,
which can print up to four colors on a single
project. They replace an older model of 3D
printer which was “kept together by duct tape
and staff ingenuity,” according to library direc-
tor Drusilla Carter.

“Thanks to the generosity of the Hebron
Greater Together Community Foundation, the
cost of filament for the printers is fully covered
for the first year, which means that there will be
no cost to patrons who wish to use the printers,”
said Carter.

Patrons will need to complete a brief train-
ing process in the use of the printers and follow
some simple guidelines, but Carter and the li-
brary board and staff hope that many local resi-
dents will take advantage of the new technology.

Kirk Smallidge, chair of the Library Board of
Trustees, said, “We are thrilled with the new 3D
printers and greatly appreciate the grant from
the HGTCFE’

The 3D printers join other items in the Doug-

las Library’s makerspace, including a Cricut and
a high-speed photographic scanner, all of which
are free for patrons to use. Also available for
free are many items in the “library of things,
which can be checked out for at-home use or
used in the library. New additions to the ‘library
of things’ include a typewriter, a sewing ma-
chine, a telescope, and a slide projector, which
join musical instruments, a VCR, a record play-
er, craft equipment, baking pans, and more.

The library will offer training on the new 3D
printers for interested community members on
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. Training is free, but reg-
istration is required at douglaslibrary.org, and
children must be accompanied by an adult in
order to participate.

Community members who are interested in
using the 3D printers or other items are encour-
aged to stop by the library, or email info@doug-
laslibrary.org for more information.

Like us on
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a report covering 13 municipal buildings and
nearly 1,300 maintenance items.

The numbers were striking.

The base estimate for needed work was about
$39 million, but when adjusted for inflation, that
figure rose to $63 million. When additional proj-
ects were included, the total reached $109 mil-
lion over 20 years, or about $5.4 million per year.

Public Building Committee member Mal
Leichter made the situation clear. “This is mon-
ey we currently don’t budget,” he said.

They also explained how costs grow over
time. A $25,000 project today could end up
costing $28,000 in just a few years due to an es-
timated 5% annual construction cost increase.
The message was not meant to alarm the board
or residents, but instead to push for planning.

“We need to start doing things differently and
thinking differently,” said Leichter.

Councilors discussed whether to tackle proj-
ects sooner, delay them or even rethink entire
facilities.

Search for a New Town Manager

The meeting also marked a major transi-
tion. Longtime Town Manager Andrew Tier-
ney retired after 30 years of service. Councilors
praised his dedication, and noted that the job
often felt like “a 24-hour job.”

At the same time, Donna Lanza was officially
appointed as interim town manager for 90 days.
She acknowledged the challenges ahead, and
said, “We have a lot of work to do”

The council began planning for one of its
most important decisions to date: hiring a new
permanent town manager.

Lanza explained that hiring a professional
search firm would likely cost around $30,000 or
more. This was based on past estimates of 17%
of the first year’s salary plus fees.

Despite the cost, councilors strongly support-
ed the idea. Councilor Keith Petit, a Republican,
framed it as an investment. “A good quality can-
didate can make that money back in just a few
really good decisions,” he said.

Riley stressed the importance of the moment,
calling it “a once-in-a-generation decision.”

The council voted unanimously to form a

PZC Appointment Spurs Debate

search committee, made up of the council itself,
with the option to add more members later.
Public Input Question for Budget Planned

Budget concerns were a constant theme
throughout the meeting, as they have been for
the past few months. Officials discussed the up-
coming May 5 referendum and how to gather
public feedback.

They ended up approving a set of five non-
binding advisory questions which would ask
voters whether different parts of the budget
were “too high,” “too low;” or - like Goldilocks
would insist - “just right””

Thiele explained, “We heard from more peo-
ple than we ever had before, which is awesome.
And T welcome that, but we dont know how
majority of voters may feel” The council then
approved the questions unanimously.

Other Business

Several other decisions were made during the
meeting. The council agreed to donate a 1996
fire engine to the Hebron Lions Club, rather
than attempt to sell or repair it.

The assistant chief of the Hebron Fire Depart-
ment, Dan Phelps, explained that the vehicle
had simply reached the end of its useful life and
called it “a sinking ship”

With parts no longer available and repairs be-
coming too costly, the truck will now be repur-
posed by the Lions Club for community uses,
especially during events like the fair.

A more substantial investment came with
the approval of a $381,200 contract for work at
Gilead Hill Elementary School. The project will
address code violations, which underscored the
broader concerns raised earlier in the meeting
about aging facilities and the cost of keeping
them safe.

Finally, the council signed off on a three-year
insurance agreement designed to bring some
much-desired predictability to future costs. Under
the plan, increases are capped at 1.5% in the first
years and 3% in each of the following two years.

Officials noted that these caps represent max-
imum increases. This offered the town some
financial stability during a time of broader bud-
get uncertainty.

The Hebron Community Chorus will pres-
ent “America Sings!” at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April
24, in the RHAM High School auditorium.

In celebration of the semiquincentennial
of the USA’s founding, this will be a concert
highlighting snapshots of choral singing
throughout the nation’s history. This is a di-
verse program, including a world premiere by

artistic director Dr. Andrey Stolyarov.

250 Years of American Choral Music

The program also features collaborations
with local musicians, including banjo player
David Kohn and members of the RHAM Se-
lect Choir led by RHAM choral director Bai-
ley McKiernan.

The concert is free to the public, but a sug-
gested donation of $20 goes to support the
mission of the Hebron Community Chorus.

Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHEF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Weekend Mass Schedule
Through April 26: At CHF Saturday at 5 p.m.
and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.; and at STC Sunday
at 8 am. and 11 a.m. New Weekend Schedule
Starting May 3: At CHF Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 10 a.m. (new time), and at STC Sun-
day at 8 a.m. Note: There will no longer be a
Mass at 11 a.m.

Refer to www.goodshepherdct.org for week-
day Mass times, particularly to note the perma-
nent change to the Tuesday evening Mass and
adoration times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at
CHE New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Cereal & Meatloves for CSK: The Social
Outreach Committee collects breakfast cereal
each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen (CSK)
in Willimantic; the next date is April 12. Cere-
al donations are also welcome any time; place
bagged donations in the oak collection box near
the CHF Robing Room. The parish also pro-
vides meatloaves to CSK each month. You can
deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer in the

garage (use side entrance) closest to the CHF
Parish House or the freezer in the STC church
hall by the 4th Tuesday of the month. Meat-
loaves are delivered the next day. The next due
date is April 28. Contact Diane (860-508-9959)
for more information.

St. Columba Annual Tag Sale: Saturday,
May 2, from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m., and Sunday, May
3, from 9 a.m.-noon. Contact Pam (pismissal@
yahoo.comith questions or to volunteer to help
during the sale, to assist with the intake of do-
nations, or to help pack left-over items for St.
Mary’s in Baltic tag sale.

Youth Ministry: This group for parish teens
in grades 8-12 meets once a month during the
school year in the St. Columba Youth Center.
The next meeting on April 18 will include games,
talks, and discussion that will focus on truths
that are seemingly “backwards,” such as: “We
must lose to win’; “Be last to be first”’; and “There
is strength in weakness.” Together, the adult lead-
ers and students will discern how God’s way of
living often feels “upside down” from the world,
but ultimately leads to something deeper, freer,
and more real. Teens are asked to confirm atten-
dance prior to each meeting to ensure there are
enough snacks and pizza for everyone. See the
parish website for more info.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Anti-Human Trafficking Ministry: This
new parish ministry supports trafficked survi-
vors and victims in Connecticut. Items needed:
hand warmers; body wipes; lip balm; small-
size shampoo and conditioner; all sizes of new
bras, women’s briefs & men’s boxer briefs; and
gift cards: Aldi, Walmart, Stop & Shop, Panera,
Dunkin’ & Starbucks are most helpful. Contact
Caroline (619-997-0548) for more information.
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Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship
fundraiser will be hosted by Char and Tony at
the Greenleaf Café, 47 Main St., on Friday, May
1 - and donations are currently being sought. .

Paige died Aug. 6, 2013, just before the start
of her senior year at RHAM High School. She
was killed in a drunk driving accident. Her
mother, Michele Houston, is a paraprofessional
at RHAM.

“I honor my daughter by speaking to Mrs.
Hills' health class yearly about the dangers of
driving under the influence of alcohol and
drugs,” Houston stated. “Paige wanted to be-
come a teacher, so I teach in honor of her. I feel
the students are more receptive when someone
they see almost daily speaks to them about the
reality of ‘my life; as opposed to a clip from an
online source. It hits home a bit harder”

Since 2014, there have been two $1,000 schol-
arships awarded yearly to two RHAM students
who apply in Paige’s memory. Houston said she
feels this is a wonderful was to keep her daugh-
ter’s memory alive.

“Paige was such a bright light. She lit up
a room with her smile and kindness. A true
cheerleader!” Houston stated.

All adults are invited to the May 1 fundraiser
for a free pasta dinner, raffles, and live music by

et
Paige Houston
Jack Hammer.

If you would like to donate a raffle item, or
make a donation, please contact Michele Hous-
ton at 860-729-3305 to arrange pick up. Dona-
tions can also be dropped off at Greenleaf Café.

Hebron Celebrates America 250 and The
Town Center Project are looking for volun-
teers — and will hold a meeting at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 25, at Town Hall, 15 Gilead St. All
are invited.

Volunteers are needed to help organize and
produce events, to work with committees al-
ready established to help individual events

‘Hebron Celebrates America 250’ Seeks Volunteers

run smoothly, and to engage with the Hebron
community.

The committee will try to meet every two
weeks. Individual committees meet when it
is convenient for their group. Can’t make a
meeting but want to help? Email ttcp@the-
towncenterproject.org for more information.

West African Community Drum Circle

There will be a West African Community
Drum Circle with Bolokada Conde on Thurs-
day, April 30, from 6:30-8 p.m., at Gilead Con-
gregational Church, 672 Gilead St. Fee is $30.

All are invited to meet and drum with Bolo-
kada Conde, who is one of the most celebrated
master drummers in the world. As a humani-
tarian, Conde supports his home village of Mo-

LEGALS

rowaya in Guinea, West Africa. This event is a
fundraiser to help purchase an ambulance for
the medical clinic.

Visit his nonprofit website to see the projects
he has successfully completed, and to donate, at
www.bolokadafriends.org.

To reserve a seat and a drum, call Carla Pom-
prowicz at 860-377-1007.

MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Conservation Commission, at their regular
meeting on April 6, 2026, took the following action:
APPLICATION APPROVED:

APPLICATION #01-26 Mark Friend (Applicant) Jones
Hollow Associates, LLC (Owner) 382 Jones Hollow Road,
1 lot Resubdivision -Construction of a house, driveway,
septic system and assoc. grading with in the 200" upland
review area

YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 4/17

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Fees for Services Public Hearing
Colchester Sewer and Water Commission
6:00 p.m. — Tuesday April 28, 2026
Meeting Room 2
127 Norwich Avenue - Colchester, CT.

The Colchester Sewer and Water Commission will hold a
Public Hearing to present and gather public comment on the
proposed rates and fees for Sewer and Water utility services
for Fiscal Year 26-27. Copies of the draft rate schedule will be
available in the Town Clerk and the Public Works offices of the
Colchester Town Hall as of April 15th, 2026.
Joseph Leone, Director of Public Works, Town of Colchester

2TB 4/17, 4124

Tax Abatement Applications Available

Applications for property tax abatements are
available for Hebron residents. There is a town
ordinance that defers property taxes when those
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from
any source.

For example, if the total household income
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax
liability would be capped at $2,400. The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400. The abatement would apply to
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1.

Under the ordinance, taxes that are abated

would be repaid when a property is sold or
transferred through probate. Abated taxes
would accrue at an interest rate which is signifi-
cantly less than what is charged for delinquent
taxes (18%). The interest rate is currently 4.25%
and is reviewed annually by the Town Council.

Those interested in the program can request
an application by calling the town manager’s
office at 860-228-5971. Applications will be
mailed upon request. The application deadline
is May 31.

Lions Announce Scholarship Opportunities

The Hebron Lions Club is offering a total of
$12,000 in educational scholarships to support
local students in their pursuit of higher educa-
tion and career aspirations.

This year, the Hebron Lions will award two
$4,000 scholarships for students entering a four-
year college program, and two $2,000 scholar-
ships for students pursuing an associate degree
or trade/career education.

The scholarships are open to residents of He-
bron and Andover, as well as active RHAM Leos
members in good standing.

Applications are now available on the Hebron

Lions website under the Lions Scholarships
section (www.hebronctlions.org/lions-scholar-
ships). Completed applications must be submit-
ted by May 1 and can be sent to Hebron Lions
Club Scholarship Committee, 347 Gilead St.,
Hebron, CT 06248. Alternatively, applications
may be emailed to RStrumskas@HebronLions.
club.

The scholarships will be awarded during a
special ceremony on Wednesday, June 3, at 7
p.m., at the Hebron Lions Fairground/Den.

For further information, email Russ Strums-
kas at RStrumskas@HebronLions.club.

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN MEETING
LEGAL NOTICE

Thursday, APRIL 23, 2026

7:00 PM.
ELMER THIENES/MARY HALL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CAFETERIA

The legal voters of the Town of Marlborough and eligible Property

Owners with a Property Assessment of $1,000 or more are hereby
notified and warned that a duly called Town Meeting will be held
at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall Elementary School Cafeteria, 25
School Drive, on Thursday, April 23, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. for the
following purpose:

To consider approval and act upon:
+ Transfer $119,000 from Capital Non-Recurring Fund Public
Works and $70,000 from Capital Non-Recurring Fund General
Government to the South Road Culvert Project contingent on
the town receiving a Transportation Rural Improvement Program
(TRIP) grant from the Connecticut Department of Transportation.
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 7th day of April 2026

| Board of Selectmen _Suisan McFarland_Chair ULEAN

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

Notice is hereby given that at its Regular Meeting on April 8,
2026, the Colchester Conservation Commission made the
following decision:

W2026-3135 - 611 Norwich Ave, Bacon Academy High School;
Bernie Dennler - First Selectman - Applicant/ Owner; Asses-
sor’s ID 05-04/06A-000, Athletic Fields turf project with a pro-
posed improved emergency access path with direct impacts to
a wetland & watercourse. - APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Dated April 13, 2026

Conservation Commission

Falk von Plachecki, Chair
1TB 4/17

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
BOARD OF FINANCE
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, April 23, 2026
6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 622 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Owen
Flannery of 28 Keighley Pond Road, Middle Haddam, to
replace eight window sashes on first floor with vinyl clad
thermal windows with full screens, to build a dormer on the
front left side of house and to remove a double window on the
left side and replace with a single window.

Application 623 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for

David and Melissa Baribault of 33 High Point Drive, Middle
Haddam, to replace existing, original asphalt roof with “slate
metal” roofing.

The foregoing applications are available for public review

at the East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested
persons may be heard and written communications will be
received.

1TB 4/17

Notice is hereby given that the Marlborough Board of Finance

will hold a Public Hearing at the Elmer Thienes/Mary Hall EI-

ementary School Cafeteria, 25 School Drive, and on Zoom, on

Monday, April 20, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. for the following purpose:
1. To present & discuss the Proposed Annual Town Budget
for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 to include
Town Operations & Capital Budgets, Local Board of Educa-
tion Operations & Capital Budgets, and RHAM Regional
School Operations & Capital Budgets, and Town Debt Service
Payments.
2. To Present & Discuss the termination of Capital Non-
Recurring Projects.

Topic: Board of Finance Public Hearing

Time: April 20, 2026 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time (US and

Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https:/lus06web.zoom.us/j/89524636469?pwd=LsGCcaybM

CALf5pyvuSvmfyTYh2nEC.1

Meeting ID: 895 2463 6469

Passcode: y3eltl

Copies of the various budgets are available for public viewing in

the Office of the Town Clerk, Richmond Memorial Library, and

on the Town Website at: https://town-marlborough-ct-cleardoc.

cleargov.com/22885/883821/d

Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 1st day of April 2026

Board of Finance

Michael Nastri, Chair
2TB 4/10, 4117
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REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
TOWNS OF HEBRON, ANDOVER AND MARLBOROUGH
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING MAY 4, 2026
AND BUDGET REFERENDUM MAY 5, 2026

The electors and those persons eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting of Regional School District 8 are hereby notified that said Annual
Meeting will be held virtual only on Monday, May 4, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. for the following purposes via the following Google meet:
Video call link: https:/meet.google.com/nvd-hjya-igh
Or dial: (US) +1 385-374-0187 PIN: 219 877 489%
More phone numbers: https://tel. meet/nvd-hjya-igh?pin=9241662832681
1. To choose a Moderator to preside.
2. To discuss a budget in the amount of $33,661.483 for Regional School District 8 for the fiscal year from July 1, 2026 to June 30,
2027.
The Moderator shall adjourn the Annual Meeting at its conclusion and the budget shall be submitted to vote upon the voting machines
in each of the District's member towns of Hebron, Andover and Marlborough on May 5, 2026, in accordance with Connecticut General
Statutes Sections 10-51 and 7-7, as amended, between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M., under the following heading:
QUESTION 1. “SHALL THE BUDGET OF $33,161,483 FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT 8 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2026 TO JUNE 30, 2027 BE APPROVED?"
QUESTION 2. “SHALL THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET OF $500,000 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE RE-
GIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2026 TO JUNE 30, 2027 BE
APPROVED?"
Voters approving said Questions will vote “Yes” and those opposing said Questions will vote “No”.
Voting will be in the following polling places:

Town of Andover: Andover Town Hall
17 School Road
Andover, Connecticut

Town of Hebron: Hebron Elementary School
92 Church Street
Hebron, Connecticut

Town of Marlborough: Marlborough Elementary School

25 School Drive

Marlborough, Connecticut
Persons qualified to vote at the Annual Meeting who are not electors will vote in their respective polling places. Pursuant to Connecticut
law, no person who is eligible to vote in more than one town in the District is eligible to cast more than one vote at the referendum. If a
member of the public requires a physical space and the equipment to attend a fully virtual meeting in real-time, a request must be made
to Jessica Rainville via email at jessica.rainville@rhamschools.org at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting start time.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, April 9, 2026. By Order of the Chairperson of the Board of

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8

Heather Summerer, Chairperson 1TB 417
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BOF Continues to Grapple with Health Insurance Shortfall

By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Finance meeting on
April 8 focused heavily on a growing and con-
troversial financial problem. How will Colches-
ter decide to cover a major shortfall in the town
and school’s health insurance account without
cutting services or placing too much burden on
taxpayers?

The discussion was detailed, sometimes tense,
and showed a clear difference in opinion about
where the money should come from. During
the meeting, residents and officials raised con-
cerns about trust, school funding and long-term
planning.

Insurance Deficit Sparks Debate

The most urgent issue was the insurance fund
deficit. Board Chair Karen Belding, a Democrat,
laid out the numbers clearly. Over the final three
months of the fiscal year, around $1.6 million is
expected to go into the insurance accounts.

However, projected claims total about $2.37
million. That leaves a gap of roughly $763,488.
“We can't not pay claims,” said Belding. She ex-
plained that the board must find a way to cover
the shortfall.

To stay ahead of the problem, the board dis-
cussed putting in about $900,000 to keep the ac-

count stable. However, the Board of Education
suggested going slightly higher, recommending
$945,000.

School board chair Stefanie Tracey-Calash
explained that March was “a couple of hundred
thousand” over budget. “And that’s, again, not
something we can necessarily predict,” she add-
ed. In other words, she said, recent claims have
become unpredictable, making it safer to plan
for a larger cushion.

The volatility of insurance costs became a
central concern. Some months came in under
estimates, but some others were far above. This
caused planning to become more difficult and
raised fears that the deficit could grow even
larger if more high-cost claims arrived.

A major debate followed about where the
money should come from. One proposal was to
use a mix of two sources: about $508,000 from
unspent school funds and $437,000 from unex-
pected state “excess cost” reimbursements tied
to special education. These reimbursements are
funds the town receives when special education
costs exceed a certain level.

Not everyone agreed with this plan. Board
member Jillian Vinci, a Democrat, argued for a

Colchester Cares Meets April 21

Colchester Cares, a giving group that sup-
ports various causes in Colchester, will next
meet at the Carl Guild Community Room, 392
South Main St. (right across from the Polish
Club), on Wednesday, April 21, at 7 p.m.

At the meeting, members who commit to do-
nating $100 a quarter present current needs in
town, and then vote online after the meeting on

where to send the group’s collective donations.
Colchester Cares always welcomes new
members who are interested in giving back to
the community. To learn more about the group,
attend the April 21 meeting or visit the group’s
website, www.colchestercares.org. You can be a
member - suggest causes, vote, and donate — all
online. Attending meetings is not mandatory.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

Spring in Bloom

Vendor Fair

Colchester Federated Church will hold its
annual Spring in Bloom Vendor Fair Saturday,
May 2, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

All are invited to come support local artisans,
crafters and farmers. Also, take a chance at the
Raffle Table, enjoy a homemade treat, and wan-
der through the tag sale.

There are a few tables left to rent; if you would
like a table to sell your goods, reach out to Re-
nee Misbach at rouillette01 @snet.net as soon as
possible.

Mother’s Day Flower Sale

Boy Scout Troop 72 will hold its 26th annual
Mother’s Day flower sale adjacent to the Col-
chester Haywood Volunteer Fire Department
Headquarters on Old Hartford Road on Friday,
May 8, from 5-8 p.m. and on Saturday, May 9,
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. or when sold out.

The scouts will have an extremely large and
beautiful variety of hanging baskets and indi-
vidual potted plants available on site. The colors
and types of flowers for sale are too many to list.
All plants are supplied by a local grower.

All proceeds will go to support scout camp-
ing and youth training activities. Troop 72 has
over 14 scouts and has been serving Colchester’s
youth since 1939.

Tauck

Uniworld

Avalon

Call us to book your next River Gruise!

Hebran trave
61-B Main Street, Hebron, GT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

American Gruise Lines

AMA Waterways

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Womens Breakfast: Meets
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet
the first Saturday of the month, and the women
meet the third Saturday of the month.

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Coffee House Gathering

The next Colchester Coffee House gath-
ering will be held at Cragin Library, 8 Lin-
wood Ave. on Saturday, April 18, from 10
a.m.-noon.

All former and current military mem-
bers are welcome to join. Call Mary Gura
at 860-537-2921 with questions or sugges-
tions for presenters.

Classifieds

different approach. She suggested that the bur-
den should fall more heavily on the school side.

Vinci pointed out that the town makes up
only about 20% of the insurance pool. She then
added that she would “rather see it be more of
an 80/20 split” Her concern was that the town
had already made many cuts and should not
take on more.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat,
emphasized the importance of balance between
town and school needs. “The town and the
schools both need to be strong,” he said. Denn-
ler described them as part of the same “ecosys-
tem.”

Ultimately, the finance board voted to trans-
fer $750,000 from the town’s unassigned fund
balance to help offset the unexpected health
insurance spike. This decision was approved
unanimously.

Officials explained that the town’s fund bal-
ance is currently in a “high confidence” zone.

This means that some spending is considered
safe. Still, there was caution about taking too
much. Dennler warned that unexpected events
- like infrastructure failures — could require
emergency spending in the future.

Residents Raise Concerns

During public comment, resident Michael
Dubreuil warned about setting a bad precedent
by taking the funding from the unassigned fund
balance. He also suggested that past decisions
and lack of transparency may have damaged
trust between boards and political groups.

Other residents focused on protecting stu-
dents.

Vince Rose warned against solving financial
problems at the expense of education. “This is
not the students’ fault,” he said. “We cannot have
this be at the expense of the students”

Jeremy Mckenzie echoed that point, and said,
“Students and teachers shouldn’t be punished
for mistakes that others made”

Parks & Rec News & Notes

Colchester Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the following programs and events.
Registration required unless noted. For full
program descriptions and to register, visit www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department. Parks
and Rec. can also be reached at 860-537-7297 or
at Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.

Spring Clean-Up: Sunday, April 25, 8 a.m.-
noon. All registered participants will receive an
email with more details about two weeks prior
to the event. After cleaning, enjoy free ice cream
at noon at Mel's Downtown Creamery. The first
50 people to register will get a free T-shirt.

Bike Rodeo: Saturday, May 2, at 10 a.m., at
the Guardian Angels/St. Andrew parking lot,
128 Norwich Ave. This free event will feature
hands-on safety instruction, obstacle courses,
helmet fittings, and interactive skill stations.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Registration encouraged, but walk-ins will be
welcome as space allows.

Puzzlepalooza: Friday, April 24, 6-8 p.m.,
at Colchester Senior Center. Cost is $25/team.
Max of 10 teams of four allowed. Children can
be included on a team, but there must be at least
two adults on each team.

COMMIT Dance Fitness: Wednesdays
through May 20 (classes started April 1), 6-7
p.m., at Jack Jackter Intermediate School, for
ages 15 and older. Drop-ins are welcome, at $12
per class.

Golf Lessons: Wednesdays, April 22-May 20,
6-7 p.m., at Chanticlair Golf Course. For ages 16
and up. Cost: $100/resident, $105/non-resident.
Minimum of four participants needed, with a
maximum of eight.

Spring Awakening: Plant ID & Mindful Na-

ture Walk: Saturday, April 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., at
Ruby Cohen Woodlands. All ages are welcome;
beginner-friendly. Cost is $15/person (children ac-
companied by a paying adult are no charge). Mini-
mum of four participants needed; no maximum.

Women’s Basketball: Tuesdays, April 21-May
26, 7-9 p.m., at JJIS, for ages 18 and over. Cost:
$25/resident, $30/non-resident. Minimum of 10
participants needed, with a maximum of 24.

Krav Maga and Kickboxing for Teens: Tues-
days and Thursdays, April 7-May 7, 5:45-6:30
p.m., at 360 Defense, 52 Mill St, for ages 12-15.
Cost: $120 for 10 classes (two classes per week
for five weeks). Minimum of one participant
needed, with a maximum of 10.

Yoga, Mindful Tools, and More!: Wednes-
days, May 6-20, after school until 4:30 p.m., at
CES, for students in grades K-2. Cost is $40.
Minimum of six participants needed, with a
maximum of eight.

Red Cross Blood Drive

American Legion Post 54 will hold a Red
Cross Blood Drive at Saint Joseph Polish
Club, 395 South Main St., on Monday, April
27, from 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., for a Red Cross
Blood Drive.

While donations of all blood types are
needed, the American Legion said the Red
Cross especially needs Type O Negative and
Type B Negative blood donors right now.

Download the American Red Cross app
or go to the Red Cross website at www.red-
crossblood.org to make an appointment.
Walk-ins can also be accommodated.

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415
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Learning About Environmental Conservation... The scouts of Cub Scout Pack 13
in Colchester check out Environmental Conservation Officer Josh Hurlburt’s patrol
vehicle during their March Pack meeting at Saint Andrews Church in Colchester. The
scouts learned all about Officer Hurlburt’s job as an Environmental Conservation
Officer during his visit. Cub Scout Pack 13 is a co-ed pack for kids in grades K-5.
They meet the third Friday of the month in the church hall at St. Andrew Church, 128

Norwich Ave. For more information on the pack, visit www.beascout.org.

Colchester Federated Church is located
at 60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren
Ostrout. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at
860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-
tion is on the church’s Facebook page.

Colchester Federated Church News

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage
Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held
in the Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m.
through June.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Colchester Honors 250 Years of Heroes

On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its
annual Memorial Day Parade. The theme of this
year’s parade will be “Colchester Honors 250
Years of Heroes” All local groups are encour-
aged to participate to make this event a success.
Parade applications are now available online at
www.colchesterct.gov; select ‘First Selectman’s
Office’ under “Town Services!

Each contingent willing to march or bring
a float must obtain an application online or
contact the first selectman’s office by email ae-
dward@colchesterct.gov and return it to the
first selectman’s office at Town Hall. The parade
committee expects to have several military units
represented. They included the Army National
Guard 1109th TASM-G, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine
Reserve, U.S. Coast Guard and the Air Force

AINT JOSEPH'S
OLISH SOCIETY

COLUHESTER HowoR GUARD

Reserve.

Some of Colchester’s residents are veterans of
World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam and the
Middle East wars. This parade will be a special
time to honor their service and the veterans of
all the great wars. The grand marshal will be
Paul Spedaliere. The parade will also feature
state Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) as the guest
speaker during the gathering on the Veterans
Green. Marching units and floats should arrive
at the William J. Johnston Middle School by
11:30 a.m. and the parade will start promptly at
12:30 p.m.

The Colchester Parade Committee will again
award cash prizes for the best volunteer march-
ing unit, best float meeting this year’s parade
theme, and most creative float.

" E . » ?_3_ ?.' ’;

Funds

for Honor Guard... St. Joseph’s Polish Club recently made donation to the
Colchester Veterans Honor Guard. The funds resulted from the club’s Polish Dinner
fundraiser.

Co-Ed Adult Softball

Colchester is now accepting registration for a
newly formed co-ed adult softball league.

Teams are being formed in Colchester, East
Hampton and Portland. Games may be played
in all three towns in July and August. You have
the option of registering with a team, or as an
individual to be added to a team with open po-
sitions. Rosters must have a minimum of four
women and will be capped at 15 players. Town
recreation departments will provide the fields,
balls and umpires - each team must provide
their own bats and catchers equipment.

The fee is $550 per team to cover the town
expenses associated with games.

Registration will close on June 1, at which
point game schedules, rules and more informa-
tion will be sent out. If you have any questions,
please reach out to Colchester Parks and Recre-
ation at (860) 537-7297.

To register in Colchester, go to colchesterc-
trec.recdesk.com/Community/Home. To regis-
ter in East Hampton or Portland, use their town
websites.

Local Potter in ‘Clay Crawl’

The Connecticut Clay Guild will host the
first-ever Connecticut Clay Crawl from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday, May 2, and Sunday,
May 3 - and a Colchester pottery studio is
among the participants.

Purring Pottery, located at 167 Lebanon
Ave., will be among 14 pottery studios taking
part in the ‘Clay Crawl! The Crawl connects
visitors with Connecticut’s ceramics commu-
nity through open studios, demonstrations, and
hands-on experiences. Participating studios will

offer insight into the creative process and infor-
mation about classes and workshops available
throughout the year.

Founded in 2025, the CT Clay Guild supports
a growing network of ceramic artists through
meetings, workshops, and collaborative events
like the CT Clay Crawl, which brings together
artists, studios, and the public across the state.

Learn more, view locations, and plan your
visit at www.ctclayguild.com/clay-crawl.

Book-Signings with Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander,
an award-winning author known for bringing
ocean science to life for young audiences, has
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea.

To celebrate, she will be hosting several events
across the region, including book-signings and
interactive storytimes designed to engage curi-
ous, ocean-loving kids.

Upcoming events include: Sunday, April 19,
12:30 p.m. — Earth Day storytime and craft at

Salem Community Park Pavilion; Saturday,
May 30, 11 a.m. - Storytime and signing at Bank
Square Books in Mystic; Saturday, June 27, 11
a.m. — Storytime at Salem Public Library.

These programs introduce children to marine
animals like the giant cuttlefish and anglerfish
through storytelling and hands-on activities.

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident
currently residing in Colchester. She is the au-
thor of Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has announced a
trip coming up. Trips are available to senior cen-
ter members and their adult guests over the age
of 18. Membership is free for Colchester resi-
dents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or full trip descriptions,
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Pickity Place: Fairy Tale Lunch: Thursday,
May 7, 7 a.m. Visit the 1786 New Hampshire
cottage for lunch followed by time to stroll the
grounds and shop. The prix-fixe lunch menu
changes monthly. After, you will visit the Cathe-
dral of the Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided
tour, then stop at Hebert Candy Mansion in
Shrewsbury, Mass., to pick up some treats. Cost
is $167 per person, and includes transportation
and lunch. Space is limited.

Goodspeed - Jesus Christ Superstar &
Lunch at Gelston House: Wednesday, June 3,
departing at 10:30 a.m. Have lunch and then see
the classic rock musical. Cost is $105 per per-
son. Includes transportation and lunch at the
Gelston House.

City Island Lobster House - Bronx, N.Y.:
Thursday, June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Take a
scenic ride across the bridge from the Bronx
to City Island, a seaside village. Enjoy lunch at
City Island Lobster House, and afternoon shop-
ping at Little Italy’s Arthur Avenue. Cost is $171

Ahavath Achim Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on
Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom.

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud
at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.

G1v1n§ Garden Fundraiser
The Colchester Giving Garden has been cho-
sen to be the recipient of our local Stop and
Shop’s “Bloomin’ 4 Good” flower bouquet fund-
raiser for April.

For each bouquet sold at the Linwood Avenue
Stop and Shop through April 30, one dollar will
be donated to the Giving Garden. The bouquets
are marked “Bloomin’ 4 Good” and the dona-
tion will be automatically taken at the register.

The Giving Garden is an all-volunteer veg-
etable garden on Norwich Avenue that grows
and donates all of the fresh produce to the town
food bank and area soup kitchens to help those
in need.

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

per person, which includes transportation and
lunch.

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June
23-24, departure time TBD. On day one, experi-
ence an authentic Amish dinner prepared by an
Amish family. Overnight accommodation will
be at the Comfort Suites Amish Country. On
day two, visit the Lil’ Country Store & Miniature
Horse Farm, then go to Sight & Sound Theater
for Joshua. Cost is $509 per person (double or
triple occupancy) and includes the motorcoach,
one night hotel, one breakfast, one dinner, ad-
missions, tour escort, driver and tour director
gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4 -17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, immersive local tours, au-
thentic food, culture in Berlin, Prague, Vienna,
Budapest, and Krakow. This 14-day, 13-night
trip includes airfare, hotels, and meals (12
breakfasts, one lunch, and six Dinners). Contact
senior center staff for availability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13 -16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly
on the beach. Explore Assateague Island, visit
the historic town of Berlin and board the As-
sateague Tour Cruise and look for dolphins,
horses, and more. Also, explore Fenwick Island
Lighthouse, visit the Discover Sea Museum and
enjoy an afternoon on the boardwalk. Cost is
$949/person (double or triple occupancy).

Pierogies Sale
St. Mary Ukrainian Church in Colchester
once again will have a pierogies sale on Satur-
day, May 2. There will be about 200 dozen avail-
able.
To place your order, call Brenda at 860-365-
0281 as soon as possible.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m
the Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Spring Bark for the Park

The 12th annual Spring Bark for the Park
is Sunday, May 17, from 10 a.m.-noon, on the
Town Green; rain date is Sunday, May 31.

Featured will be a Lucky Duck grab bag for
the dogs, May Baskets, and a blessing of the
dogs. There will also be many pet-related ven-
dors and food.

The event is presented by the Colchester Dog
Park. Email tagnobark@gmail.com for more in-
formation.
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Easter Bunny Fun... Colchester Youth and Social Services recently held its Breakfast
with the Easter Bunny fundraiser. CYSS served breakfast to over 35 families, had mini
carnival games, face-painting, an Easter egg hunt, and pictures with the Easter bunny!

The Colchester Lions Club will hold its
annual Sight Saver Weekend the weekend of
April 17-19.

Collection locations will be: Noel’s Market on
Friday, April 17 from 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, April
18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday, April
19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; also, Stop & Shop on
Saturday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and

Lions Club Collecting Donations, Eyeglasses

Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fifty percent of the funds raised during
this weekend will go to Connecticut Lions Eye
Research Foundation. The rest of the money
raised will go towards local causes at the end
of the Lions’ year.

Lions Club members will also be collecting
used eyeglasses all weekend.

5%

ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour. %’” &a
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 4/30/2026.

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out
Catering - Gift Certificates

OFF

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860-537-6888 r.xs60-537-1675

New Hours: Tues-Thur 11:00AM-9:30PM « Fri-Sun 11:00am-10:00pM « Closed Monday
www.ichibancolchester.com

Christian Life Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev.
Don Rivers is the church’s bi-vocational pastor,
who also serves as president for “Racing with Je-
sus Ministries,” The Racer’s Church since 1980.

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 am. A
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30

a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p.m. All are invited.

Upcoming Events: Clothing Swap: Saturday,
April 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Celebrate creation care
by sharing and reusing clothing in this commu-
nity-focused event.

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on
Jesus”” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery
for children.

History Museum Opens Sunday

The Colchester History Museum is now open
Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. through the end
of December.

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s
Role in the Revolutionary War.” Discover Col-
chester’s early commitment to help defend Bos-
ton in 1775 and the individuals who made a dif-
ference in the conflict. Get ready for the nation’s
250th Anniversary by learning more about Col-
chester’s contributions.

Experience histories of people and places in
the “ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit. Stroll

down memory lane with Ye Olde Well, Grego-
ry’s Soda Shop or Levine and Levine. Do you
know when the first telephone came to Colches-
ter?

The Colchester History Museum, located at
24 Linwood Ave,, is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org
or 860-537-3240.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, April 20: 9 a.m., Making Memories,
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Movie
Time; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, Fit-
ness Orientation by appointment; 12:30 p.m.,
Mah Jongg, Bridge, Set Back; 2:20 p.m., Jack
Jackter Volunteer Program.

Tuesday, April 21: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Book Club, Mixed
Media Art Class; 11:30 a.m., Bingo Luncheon;
12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15
p.m., Bingo; 4 p.m., Tech Time with Harry; 6
p.m., Trivia Night.

Wednesday, April 22: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time;

Colchester Spring
Clean-Up

The Colchester Garden Club will clean up
the pollinator garden at Cohen Woodlands, 96
McDonald Rd., on Saturday, April 25. Clean-up
will begin at 8:30 am.

Volunteers are welcome. Volunteers are en-
couraged to wear gloves and to bring water to
drink. Sign up for this event at www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department/events/142796.

In the event of rain, the clean-up will be can-
celed.

Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony

Bacon Academy’s Hall of Fame Commit-
tee invites all to its first Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremony on Friday, April 24, at 5:30
p.m., at Bacon Academy, 611 Norwich Ave.

The following people will be inducted:
Stephen E Austin, Amy Davis, Ron Gold-
stein, Annette Jervasi, Dolores Sawchuk,
Dave Shea, Lyman Trumbull, Dr. John R.
Watrous, Ron Wotus, and the 1981 Bacon
boys basketball team.

1:30 p.m., Cardio; 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, April 23: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga;
no Senior Benefits Counseling today; 12:05
p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1
p.m., Knit & Crochet; 5:30 p.m., Pizza & Movie;
6 p.m., Mindfulness for Everyday Living, Oil
Painting with Brianna.

Friday, April 24: Senior center closed for a
special event — no programs, lunch or transpor-
tation; 10 a.m., doors open for a 10:30 a.m. Vol-
unteer Appreciation Event, by invitatioj only.

Evening Documentary - Martha: Tuesday,
April 28, 5:30 p.m. Martha Stewart built an em-
pire with her impeccable taste and business acu-
men. One phone call changed everything. She
tells her story in this 2024 documentary, which
runs one hour and 56 minutes. No registration
required.

Ultimate Bingo: Thursday, April 30, 6 p.m.
Space is limited for this monthly game, where
you pay to play and the prizes are bigger. Cost is
$10, and registration is required.

Vendors Wanted

The Colchester Dog Park Committee is look-
ing for vendors that sell dog related items for
the 12th annual “Spring Bark for the Park” The
event will be held on the Town Green on Sun-
day, May 17, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with a rain
date of Sunday, May 31.

The event will feature a Lucky Duck Egg Hunt
for the dogs, May Baskets, a blessing of the dogs,
and other canine entertainment.

Vendor slots are available at $40 per booth.
There is no charge for nonprofit organizations.
If you are interested, email tagnobark@gmail.
com.

Ladies Guild Offering

!J to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring a
trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see the
new production Joshua.

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse.

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849
for a single. Transportation will be on a deluxe
motorcoach. For more information, contact
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

HIC 0641273
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ENTERPRISE LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENT °

(860) 995-8596

Showroom:
35 West High St
East Hampton, CT 06424
Email: andrew@pielallc.com
Website: www.pielallc.com

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

our Services:

REMODELING

Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space

Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections

Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -
Tailored to your needs

CIT 4-2-26
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Lebanon Portland Colchester ering love for God that will continue to inspire
A1; his family and community for generations.
George Richard KOCh Marjorie FltZglbel’lS James William Bansemer Jim was sole proprietor of General Builders &

George Richard Koch,
of Lebanon, passed away
Tuesday, April 7. He was
57 years old. George was
born in Brooklyn, N.Y,,
on Sept. 6, 1968. He was
the son of George and
Dorothy (Enrichs) Koch.

After  high  school,
George worked as a se-
curity guard for Guards
Mark. He retired sev-
eral years ago. In his free time, George enjoyed
marksmanship and target shooting, wrestling,
cars and planes. George was a wonderful broth-
er.

He leaves his sisters, Kathy and her husband,
Randy Sherman, Joann and Dorothy Koch;
nieces and nephews, Andrew and wife Andrea
Sherman, Rebecca and Jamie Sherman.

There will be a graveside funeral service at
New Lebanon Cemetery, Waterman Road, on
Saturday, April 17, at 10 a.m.

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with the care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences, or to share
a story of George, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester

Louise Plocharczyk

Louise Gertrude Plo-
charczyk, of Dunnellon,
Fla., formerly of Colches-
ter, CT, passed away on
April 6, 2026. She was 76
years old. She was born
on April 15, 1949, in
Hartford, CT to the late
John and Gertrude Pas-
sette.

After graduating from &
Glastonbury High School,
she married Robert Crowell and together they
had three sons whom she raised in Colchester.
On Feb. 13, 1997, she married Alan Plocharc-
zyk, who sadly predeceased her in 2023. For
18 years, Louise drove the bus for the Colches-
ter Senior Center. After retiring, she moved to
Florida. Louise was a faithful communicant to
her local Lutheran church and was active within
her church community. In her spare time, she
enjoyed lounging in the pool and spending time
with her beloved dogs. More than anything, she
loved spending time with her grandchildren,
especially taking them to Norwich Navigators
baseball games.

Louise will be sadly missed but always re-
membered with love by her children and their
spouses, Robert Crowell Jr. (Tammy), John
Crowell (Kim), and Tim Crowell (Kelly), all of
Colchester; her grandchildren, Kirsten, Nicho-
las, Kaitlyn, Noah, Isabella, Maya, TJ, Jenna, and
Kinsley; her great grandchildren, Oliver and Se-
bastian; and numerous extended family mem-
bers and friends.

A visitation will be held at the Aurora McCar-
thy Funeral Home on Thursday, April 23, from
4-7 p.m. A celebration of Louise’s life will take
place at the funeral home on Friday, April 24,
at 10 a.m. and a burial will follow at Linwood
Cemetery in Colchester.

To share a memory or leave a condolence for
the family, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments « Markers « Mausoleums

10% OFF
any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present

ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any

other offer. Certain sizes on certain
products. Expires 4/30/26.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering  Pet Markers
Duplicate Work « Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available®
Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties’
Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!
402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200
231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744
366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com
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Marjorie Fitzgibbons,
79, passed away peacefully
at her home on Wednes-
day, April 8, surrounded
by her loving family. Born
and raised in Portland,
she remained rooted in
her hometown after mar-
rying her husband, Carl
Fitzgibbons, where to-
gether they raised their F
two children.

Marjorie dedicated 50 years of service to Wes-
leyan University, where she was a valued and re-
spected member of the community. Outside of
work, she found her greatest joy spending time
with her cherished grandchildren, creating last-
ing memories for each of them. She also enjoyed
cooking, reading, Scrabble, and was famous for
her gardening skills producing enormous zuc-
chini and never ending grape tomatoes.

Marjorie is survived by her daughter, Amy
Fitzgibbons, and her son, Kyle Fitzgibbons and
his wife Reagan. She also leaves behind her be-
loved grandchildren, Tara, Paige, Colin, Sean,
and Saoirse; her sister Sandra; and brothers
Buddy and Philip. Additionally, many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her husband Carl.

In accordance with her wishes, Marjorie was
buried in private family service. The family ap-
preciates your thoughts and prayers during this
time.

East Hampton

Michael Christopher Poe

Michael ~ Christopher Tt
Poe, 51, born Oct. 22,
1974, passed away un-
expectedly  Wednesday,
April 8. Michael was pre-
deceased by his maternal
grandparents, Eugene and
Mary Ross; his paternal |
grandparents, George Sr.
and Dorothy Poe; and his father, George Poe Jr.

He is survived by his devoted wife, Krista
(Randall) Poe, and his children, Shaun (Hill),
Julianne, and Calvin, who were the center of his
world. He also leaves behind his mother, Susan
Jane (Ross) Poe; his brothers, Tom (and wife,
Rhonda) and Jeftrey; multiple aunts and uncles;
as well as several cherished nieces and nephews.

Michael was a man of incredible strength,
resilience, and heart. He faced life’s challenges
with determination and courage, always emerg-
ing stronger and inspiring those around him.
Above all, he was a deeply devoted husband and
father. He and Krista shared a rare and beautiful
bond - true soulmates who stood side by side
through every joy and hardship life brought
their way. Their 18 years together were filled
with love, partnership, and unwavering support.

As a father, Michael was truly exceptional.
His children meant everything to him, and he
dedicated himself fully to their happiness and
well-being. He was not only their father, but
their best friend - someone they could laugh
with, lean on, and love endlessly.

Michael’s passing leaves an immeasurable
void in the lives of those who knew and loved
him. He will be remembered for his strength,
his loyalty, his sense of humor, and the deep love
he had for his family.

A celebration of life will take place at a later
date and all are welcome to attend.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the American Heart Association.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

James William Ban-
semer, 75 of Colchester,
went to Heaven on Good
Friday, April 3, after living
a full, loving and beauti-
ful life. Born Oct. 9, 1950,
in East Hartford, “Jim”
was a devoted husband to
Coleen Bansemer for 50
years, and they shared a |
genuine, loving marriage
that was a joy to their en-
tire family.

Jim, a loving father, grandfather and brother,
leaves behind his two sons, Jesse Bansemer and
wife Heather and Benjamin Bansemer and wife
Elizabeth; two daughters, Elaina Tamilio and
husband Mike and Marie Giordano and hus-
band Anthony; 24 beloved grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren; two sisters, Heidi
Bengraff and husband Bill and Jackie Almeida;
as well as many beloved extended family mem-
bers.

Jim loved Jesus with all his heart and centered
his life on Christian principles. He spent his
years caring for and helping his family through
the work of his hands by building and reno-
vating their homes, repairing everything from
grandchildren’s bicycles to entire properties, and
keeping every family member’s vehicle running
or replaced. He built something for them, fixed
something for them, or bought something for
them. His example and generous spirit touched
his family’s lives leaving a profound legacy of in-
tegrity and faithful service, as well as an unwav-

Remodelers, and built not only complete homes
but did renovations and additions as well. He
exercised the same integrity and craftsmanship
in his professional life that he upheld in his per-
sonal one.

Calling hours were held April 15 at the Mul-
ryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glaston-
bury. A private memorial and burial will be in
North Carolina.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Warrior Notes School of Ministry at kevinzadai.
com.

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfth.com.

Andover

Barbara C. Perry

It’s with terrible sadness I tell of the passing of
Barbara Chessey Perry at 80 years. Born Oct. 21,
1942, we lost her on May 28, 2023, to dementia.
She brought so much joy and happiness to all
around her.

She was predeceased by her brother James
Massey. She is survived by her younger sister
Gail Andrews who lives in Bridgeton, Maine,
with her common-law husband Scott Willough-
by. She was married for many years but divorced
from Thomas Perry who lives in California with
her oldest of two children, Suezane D. Waters.
Her youngest, Thomas Dayton Perry, lives in
Middletown.

Barbara will be sadly missed.

Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover

* “The Weeping Time’ cont. from page 1

gated language and themes that were deeply
painful. During the post-performance discus-
sion, cast member Leslie Bevans reflected on
this challenge. “The first few times we did it, it
was really, really hard. ... particularly having to
listen to someone you like ... say [racial slurs]
next to you”

She continued, emphasizing the importance
of truth in storytelling. “We can’t be afraid to
say them. ... I just try to remember saying these
words for people that never had a chance to
have a voice”

The performance did not shy away from com-
plexity. It showed not only the suffering of the
enslaved, but also the rationalizations of those
who enslaved them. One story character chill-
ingly claimed, “Slavery has been the best thing

.. because it helps civilize them”

And yet, there were also moments of human-
ity, fragile and fleeting. One character remem-
bered love separated by the auctions: “All I know
is I had to be with her, or I was going to die”
Another described the desperate search for fam-
ily after emancipation. “The roads were filled ...

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION

At its Regular Meeting held at 6:30 pm on April 13, 2026 via

ZOOM, the Zoning Board of Appeals acted on the following

variance requests:
ZBA-25-002: 11 Skinner Street LLC. Variance requested to
Section 5.3.D Area & Dimensional Standards to increase
Max Lot Coverage from existing 59% to 65% on11 Skinner
Street, Map 02A/ Block 49/ Lot 1-1 APPROVED
ZBA-25-003: West High Enterprises. Requesting the follow-
ing variances to Section 5.2.D (Area & Dimensional Stan-
dards) to facilitate the separation of the existing residence
and Commercial Daycare onto 2 individual lots as shown
on the Site Plan submitted: LOT 1 (Residence): Reduce
Minimum Lot Area from 40,000sf to17.825sf; Reduce Rear
Setback from 25’ to 14’ and reduce Minimum Lot Depth
from175’to 110" on 12 Long Crossing Map 12/ Block 36 / Lot
2. APPROVED

1TB 417

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast
News Bulletin will make every effort to see
that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial
responsibility for typographical errors in
advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of
the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no
way exceed the amount of the charge for the
space occupied by theitem in error, and then
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and
address of the person or persons responsible
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads.
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the
right to reject advertisements which it
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy
and propriety of all ads for the protection of
our readers. The Citizen wil take requests
for specific placement of ads and will try
to accommodate everyone’s requests. Jhe
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Since 1982

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

-Cleaning - Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no
more than a family can afford.”

husbands looking for wives ...
for their parents”

By the end, the emotional weight was undeni-
able, and the performance received two stand-
ing ovations.

People rose slowly at first, then all at once,
as if compelled by something deeper than ap-
preciation. It was almost something closer to
gratitude, or perhaps acknowledgment. The ap-
plause filled the church, reverberating off the
same white walls that had earlier seemed so still.

In the discussion that followed, one audience
member captured the feeling in the room. “This
was so powerful. So incredibly sad that humans
have experienced this”

The evening closed not with resolution, but
with reflection. The story of “The Weeping
Time” remained unfinished in the minds of
those present. Its echoes carried out of the sanc-
tuary and into the night.

Outside, the world continued as usual. But
inside, for a few hours, the past had spoken -
and it had been heard.

children looking

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 23, 2026
at a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room
(2nd Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.

Application #25-03: 5 McDonald Drive. Request for a vari-
ance from Zoning Regulation Table 4.2.1 for the rear yard
setback with a setback of 9 feet where 25 feet is required.
Application and property of Steve and Robyn Johnson. As-
sessor’s Map 37, Lot 37. Zone R-10.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 6th day of April 2026.

Kurt Peterson, Vice Chair

2TB 4/10, 4117

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a hybrid in
person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, April 21, 2026 to hear
the following applications and receive public comments:
Application 26-3SP: Special Permit application to provide a gun-
smithing and firearms transfer service Home Occupation pursuant
to section 4.12a(2) of the Andover zoning regulations. Property

of Sarah Hayowyk 780 East Street, Andover CT, applicant Seth
Cane. Assessor’s map 19 block 17 lot 1F.

Application 26-4SP: Special Permit application to construct a mar-
ket rate detached accessory apartment pursuant to Andover zon-
ing regulation 4.11.3. Property of Ronald & Suzanne Langlois, 332
Hebron Road, Andover CT. Assessor’s map 25 block 22 lot 8-7.
Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the public
hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building and Land
Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232.

Applications are on file in the Building and Land Use Department
for public inspection or online on the Town of Andover’s website.
Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted on
the town’s website in the Calendar.
Wayne Kasacek

Zoning Agent

2TB 4/10, 4/17
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Town of East Hampton

Town Council Public Hearing
Tuesday, April 28, 2026
East Hampton Town Hall Town Council Chambers #107
and Via Zoom
6:30 p.m.

The East Hampton Town Council will hold a Public Hearing at
the above date and time to discuss the fiscal year 2026 — 2027
Town Budget.
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of the proposed budget is on
file in the Office of the Town Clerk, East Hampton, CT and on
the town website at www.easthamptonct.gov.
Information to log into the meeting will be available on the
Public Hearing agenda on the town website at www.easthamp-
tonct.gov. Written comments on the budget will be accepted
via email at budget@easthamptonct.gov or by mail to the East
Hampton Town Hall, Attn: Town Manager’s Office, 1 Community
Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424.

2nd Installment
SEWER USE LEGAL NOTICE

Second Installment Sewer Use Bills are due and payable April
1,2026. The billing rate is $672.00 which may be paid in two
equal installments, the first installment was due October 1,
2025 and the second installment being due April 1, 2026.
Second Installment Payments must be postmarked or received
no later than May 1, 2026. Payments that are unpaid as of
May 2, 2026, will be charged interest of 1.5% per month retro-
active to the installment due date per State Statute 12-146.

To make payments by check, please make check payable

to: Town of Hebron. Payments may be mailed to: Town of
Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248. If desired, send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope for a receipt. There is

a drop-off box attached to the Town Office Building located
next to the entrance on the lower level, south side. In addi-
tion, there is a box inside the building located in the hallway
between the Tax and Assessor’s Office. Payments left in the
box after the close of business will be retrieved the following

* Portland BOS cont. from page 1

ously that, “the only way that ’'m going to be
in favor of this budget (and I am by the way),
is we've absolutely got to create a productivity,
efficiency, and cost-cutting committee”

“I know I'm freaking a lot of people out when
I say that,” he said, “but we really got to go after
our fixed costs and I think we've got to look at
everything”

“The only thing that we control as selectmen
is the money;” he added. “We control the bud-
get, and some of the things, if we got a good
committee in place and we start really peeling
back the onion and start to look at what some of
the real costs are and looking for opportunities,

cost savings, maybe to look at some of our exist-
ing vendor contracts and see if there’s a way they
could be renegotiated or rebid for better costs, is
there any regional sharing that could be done”
“I think you can’t wait until a month before
every budget season and try to count your pen-
nies,” he said. “We need to spend that entire year
looking for ways to find savings, and I think if
we make a habit of this and we do this through-
out every year and look for ways to cut, we may
not see a huge savings in year one, but if we
make a habit of doing this, I think we can get the
most efficiency out of the dollars that we use”
“As far as where we stand, I think I'm OK with

we can get ahead of this”

Pitruzzello lamented the ongoing challenge
of education costs and the state’s stagnant reim-
bursements to towns for unfunded mandates,
and said he knew that “we can't do anything
about what happens in Hartford, but we cer-
tainly can control where we spend our money”

Democrat David Kuzminksi, who worked for
the town in various capacities over many de-
cades prior to his retirement, said he had been
a part of the budget process before, but that this
was his first time “on this side of the table”

Kuzminksi said that, as someone who had
worked as the town’s IT director, “I see both
sides,” adding that he agreed with others about
the need to consolidate services across depart-
ments to reduce costs, particularly in the area
of technology.

“With technology and especially with phones,
which are considered a fixed cost,” he said,
“there are ways we can bring those costs down
and make them more manageable.

“As Vin said, nobody’s getting what they
want, but I think we all really worked hard,” said
Kuzminksi, before adding, “I think the school is
going to be a big driving factor, as far as renova-
tions and so forth, but looking at the state reim-
bursement funds that were very advantageous,
I think we would be remiss if we missed out on
those opportunities”

Selectman Andrea Alfano, a Democrat, said
that much of the challenge in making the bud-
get work had come down to working with to
tweak the things that they could and realizing
there were some areas that could not change.

“So much of this budget is contractual and it’s
people costs,” she said, “and I think for the most
part, every department in this town did their
due diligence and a great job in trying to bring
to us something to keep their people, getting
their people their raises and so forth, and not
asking for more than what we absolutely need
to run the town. It’s very difficult”

She noted that “maybe as high as 78%” of the
budget is contractual, and that trying to find any
sizable chunks to lose in that remaining 22%
was a huge challenge.

Alfano said when she first saw the 4 percent
increase, “I did say, ‘Oh, gosh, I just wish it could
be better, because I know that were also asking
the town for this very important school project,”
but she said that rising health insurance costs
had not made things easier, on either the town
or education side of the budget.

“Our health insurance costs in this country,
it’s a broken system to begin with,” she said, “and
Portland really got hit hard with that”

“Our employees have to have healthcare cov-
erage and unfortunately, without that, we might
have been in a little bit of a better place,” she
said, “but I think sitting here with all of you, that
we all shared and we did the best that we could
do to bring a budget that makes sense to me””

Democrat John Dillon said that struggling
with budgets each year was part of “the benefit
and the curse of living in a great small town.”

“We are small,” he said. “We have 7,000-plus
taxpayers that have to foot the bill for emer-
gency services, general government, senior ser-
vices, the library, the schools — and as Andrea
said, the vast majority of this is costs that are
contractual”

Dillon added, “It’s very easy to say, ‘Cut here,
cut there, but the reality is, for those folks who
work still work or used to work, every year
youre looking forward to your [cost of living
adjustment], every year you're looking forward
to your raise — so why shouldn’t the people who
work for the town of Portland as well?”

Dillon, too, lamented the high costs of health
insurance.

“This was a very odd year,” he said. “I mean,
how do you plan and expect to see an over 20%
increase in your medical insurance and then
try to adjust for that? There’s no way anybody
could’ve seen that coming”

Dillon said that he agreed with Hetrick that
the town needed to increase its “rainy-day”
fund. He also agreed with Pitruzzello that they
should establish a committee, containing mem-
bers from the board of selectmen and the board
of education, “to look for efficiencies, to look for

this budget,” said Dillon. “I think the taxpayers
should have their say”

Jim Tripp, a Democrat, agreed that this year
had posed unique challenges.

“It's a very challenging year when you look at
80% of your budget, plus or minus, that is direct-
ly due to contractual obligations and healthcare
costs, and very little discretionary;” he said.

He said he thought that, going forward, the
board needed to be “looking for those efficien-
cies, [and] how can we consolidate across differ-
ent areas, different departments.”

“We have a history of running our budgets in
the black in our town, which is good,” he said.
“This past year, because we were able to operate
with a $238,000 surplus last year, we were able
to take some of the capital costs and fund them
that way versus collecting that money with this
year’s taxation.”

With that said, he emphasized the need to be
“very careful and very prudent with every nick-
el that we spend,” and he said he did still have
some reservations.

“I wish we could put a little bit more in the
capital budget,” he said, and “I wish we could
put a little bit more in to position ourselves in
the open space budget, because that’s where
some of our future economic development op-
portunities are going to come from.

He also said he agreed with others on the im-
portance of the school project.

“Operationally;” he said, “one of the reasons
for consolidation, just like we're talking about
consolidating services and looking at how
we can consolidate things internally to oper-
ate more efficiently, consolidating two schools
down to one would give us an operational sav-
ings estimated at about a million dollars annu-
ally, and that I mean, that’s a full mill, so there
are a lot of reasons why we need to be successful
doing that”

With all that said, “I think we came to about
as good of a place as we could at this time,” given
the limitations, Tripp said.

Pelton agreed with Tripp that the school proj-
ect was tied to the town’s budget.

“The school project and this budget to me
are very tightly entwined,” he said, “because
we're really trying to change some fundamen-
tal things about the town. One of the struggles
we've had over the last 20 years is we've had
an extra school. We've had three elementary
schools. That’s added a million dollars to our
budget. That makes it difficult to put capital in
there.

“No matter how good any of us might have
tried to do it back then,” he continued, “it would
have been difficult, so by tightening that up, at
the same time as making sure we’re paying at-
tention to every dollar, 365, 24/7, I think that al-
lows us to go forward more ‘lean and financially
mean, so I think we need to get right on that”

In the end, he encouraged voters to show up
at the polls no matter what their opinions were.

“Whether it’s a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ — I hope we've
earned your ‘yes’ vote, but either way — have
your voice heard out there,” he said.

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2026
at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting
Platform, on the following:
|. Petition 2026-02: Petition of Megan Armes to operate a
dog training and grooming facility in existing space at 522
Church Street in accordance with Section 3.E.2.1.7 of the He-
bron Zoning Regulations, Amston Village District. Continued
from March 25, 2026.
Planning and Zoning Commission
Apr 22, 2026, 7:00-10:00 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/414277309
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 414-277-309
United States: +1 (872) 240-3311
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 8th day of April 2026.
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 410, 4117

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL

Dean Markham, Chairman

Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman

Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.
Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

morning.

Respectfully,

1TB 4/17

Revenue Collector

The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Hours are Monday through Wednes-
day 8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and
Friday 8:00am to 1:00pm. Please note Monday — Thursday
the office is closed for lunch from 12:30pm - 1:15pm.

3TB 3/13, 4/3, 4117

THIS WEEK'S CROSSWORD IS SPONSORED BY:

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

for free!

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

REALTOR

Buy or sell
with me...
Use my truck

4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community _
www.carlguild.com « (860) 474-3500 1=}
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

ACROSS

1 Free from doubt
5 Hall of Famer batting

champ Rod

10 1944 battle site

14 Turkey or fox follower

15 Pavarotti's “_ mio”

16 Miami team

17 Star of “The
Defenders”

19 Besides

20 Chick or sweet

21 Part of a list

22 Hairy, in botany

24« Almighty”, 2007
film

25 Not at all

26 Type of engine

29 Nonsense!

32 Meet feature

33 Ceremonies

34 Baseball stat

35 Chantilly or Brussels

36 Weighty works

37 Cut

38 Akkadian god

39 Praise

40 Place for éléves

41 Complainer

43 Juries

44 Jumbo leader

45 Compos mentis

46 San Luis

48 Nazimova

49 Turkish title

52 Unpleasantly moist

53 Author of “The
Catcher in the Rye”

56 “Picnic” author

57 City in Minnesota

58 Starr of Green Bay

59 Empty ___ syndrome

60 Camp sights

61 James Bay people

DOWN

1 Watch your !
2 Press
3 Campaghano di
ltaly
4 Zeta follower
5 Pertaining to ribs
6 Wan
7 Wander
8 Right angle
extension
9 Greets with pleasure
10 Soft, pliable leather,
sp?
11 “Seven Pillars of
Wisdom” author
12 Endure

By Neil Manausa

13 Indigenous
Nebraskan

18 Metal fastener

23 Resistance units

24 Feudal toiler

25 A flat and C sharp

26 Procrastinate

27 Late Mrs. Trump

28 Author of “the
enormous room”

29 Indonesian island

30 Bay window

31 Records

33 Copland ballet score

36 Fast aircraft

37 “Auld Lang ___”

39 83rd governor of
Georgia

40 Hawaiian porch

42 Revolutionary
weapon

43 Bright asteroid

45 Virgule

46 Wotan

47 Opposite of boon

48 “It's ___to tell a lie”

49 Culture medium

50 Actor Richard

51 Late comic Johnson

54 ETO’s boss

55 TV monogram
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? ‘3&‘[ lo %,
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across & S
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2 | =
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll % / 5
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details '9%' N i &
are listed below. Happy travels! ‘4 QHH s

LT
25 i

B

: : =i A ( = b & : B 2l
The Rivereast Travels to Spain!... Pictured is Matthew Domonkos of Portland on vaca-
tion visiting his friend David Radomski of Wallingford, in Palma de Mallorca, Spain.

Rivereast in Qatar... Kayleigh Kinsella of Portland is pictured with a the Rivereast
with the cresent-shaped Katara Towers in the background, taken from Pearl Island,
a man-made island built to mimic Venice, in Doha, Qatar.

JILVHIC BETLVG

.

The Bulletin in Belfast... John and Maryna Kulawy of Colchester went to northern . | -
Ireland and checked out the Titanic Museum in Belfast, where the Titanic was built Hi from Shanghai!... Valerie Greco Hurst and Alan Hurst, from East Hampton, took
and launched. the Rivereast along to The Bund in Shanghai, China.

Gomgonatmp’r
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARI?

o Submit your travel photo holding the
l Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win @ A v
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if i(a’f’ Restaunant o
w dz your photo is one the four entries selected! .- & N
To enter, email your photo and ine Italian & American Cyisine

\ 151 Marlbor(mg
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

h Street (Rt 66), Portland J
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WANTED

TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
OLD TOOLS: old, used,
antique hand tools.
MACHINIST, wood-
working, engraving, and
workbench hand tools
and tool chests. Hunt-
ing equipment also of
interest. Fair and honest
offers made. Stonework
and Landscaping Ser-
vices also offered. Call/
text with confidence,
Cory 860-215-5685.

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda,
Beer, Gas Station),
Zippos, License Plates,
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc.
Call/Text 860-817-4350

« April 17, 2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silver-
ware, tea set, or any
item made of sterling.
Top cash price paid on
the spot. | can come to
your home or meet you
at a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK
CARS: and unfinished
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY:
All antiques; toys,
military, watches,
advertising, jewelry,
coins, clocks, signs, all
musical instruments,
guitars, saxophones,
keyboards, trumpets,
amplifiers, accordions,
vintage electronics,
hi-fi stereo, amplifiers,
pro-audio, radios, ham
equipment, tube type

equipment, plus more.
1 item or entire estate.

Call 860-707-9350.

MARLBOROUGH ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough ZBA Commission, at its meeting on April 8,
2026, took the following action:

APPLICATION APPROVED:

APPLICATION #ZBA-02-26 - Richard & Carrie McMahon
(Applicant/Property Owner) 59 Lakeridge Drive — Front
yard Setback of 14.1 to accommodate 22' x 28' garage

MATT WILSON, ZBA COMMISSION CHAIR 184ty

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL
TOWN MEETING

Monday. April 27, 2026 at 7.00 P.M.
Portland Middle School Auditorium,
93 High Street, Portland, CT 06480
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter V, Section 503(a) of the
Town Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held on Monday
April 27,2026 at 7:00 P.M. in the Portland Middle School Audi-
torium, 93 High Street, Portland, CT for the following purpose:
ITEM 1. To discuss a Resolution:
(a) To appropriate $109,000,000 for the following projects:
(i) the renovation and expansion of Valley View Elementary
School into a pre-K-Grade 2 school (the “Valley View School
Project”); (ii) the renovation of Gildersleeve Elementary
School into a Grades 3-5 school (the “Gildersleeve School
Project’); (iii) various capital improvements at Portland Middle
School (the “Middle School Project’); and (iv) various capital
improvements at Portland High School (the “High School Proj-
ect’, and collectively with the Valley View School Project, the
Gildersleeve School Project and the Middle School Project,
the “Projects”);
(b) To finance said appropriation by issuing the Town’s bonds
or notes in an amount not to exceed $58,000,000, with the
balance to be funded by grants received for the Projects;
(c) To authorize the First Selectman, Deputy First Selectman,
Director of Finance, or any two of them, to determine the
terms, conditions, and other details of the bonds or notes;
(d) To declare the Town’s intent to finance the Projects so that
project costs may be temporarily advanced; to authorize the
First Selectman, Deputy First Selectman, Director of Finance,
or any two of them, to enter into agreements to bind the Town
in connection with financing the Projects; and
(e) To authorize the First Selectman and Director of Finance
to apply for and accept or reject grants-in-aid for the Valley
View School Project, the Gildersleeve School Project, the
Middle School Project and the High School Project, and to
authorize the First Selectman to execute agreements and
other documents on behalf of the Town for the Projects and
the financing of the Projects.
A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s
website at www.portlandct.org.
The Moderator shall adjourn the Special Town Meeting at its
conclusion and the above item as required by Section 1204
of the Town Charter shall be submitted to a referendum vote
on the voting tabulators or paper ballots by Town electors and
qualified voters for approval or disapproval on Monday, May
11, 2026 between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. Item
1 above shall be placed upon the voting tabulators or paper
ballots under the following heading:
QUESTION 1.
“SHALL THE TOWN OF PORTLAND APPROPRIATE
$109,000,000 FOR THE RENOVATION AND EXPANSION
OF VALLEY VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL INTO A PRE-K-
GRADE 2 SCHOOL, THE RENOVATION OF GILDERSLEEVE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL INTO A GRADES 3-5 SCHOOL AND
VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT PORTLAND MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND PORTLAND HIGH SCHOOL AND AUTHORIZE
THE ISSUANCE OF THE TOWN'S BONDS OR NOTES INAN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $58,000,000 TO FINANCE THE
APPROPRIATION, WITH THE BALANCE TO BE FUNDED BY
GRANTS RECEIVED FOR THE PROJECTS?”
YES NO
Voters approving said Resolution will vote “Yes” and those op-
posing said Resolution will vote “No”.
Portland Middle School, 93 High Street, Portland, Connecticut
shall be utilized by Town electors for purposes of the referen-
dum vote on the voting tabulators or paper ballots. Absentee
ballots will be available from the Town Clerk's Office. Voters
qualified to vote who are not electors shall vote at the Portland
Middle School, 93 High Street, Portland, Connecticut in ac-
cordance with the procedures contained in Section 9-369d of
the Connecticut General Statutes, which procedures the Town
hereby chooses to apply. Dated this 16th day of April 2026.

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman
1TB 4/17

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

RENTALS

BEACH VACATION
HOME: Give your family
the vacation they de-

serve!l Narragansett
RI, walking distance to
Scarborough beach.
Price reduced for June,
& August Rentals. 4
& 6 bedroom home,
Central AC, with deck
& gas grill, renting
Saturday to Saturday.
Contact Debbie 860-
833-8930 email nar-
ragansettrirentals@
gmail.com.

LELIGHT
TMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

&5 X

" { When you re ready

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE

CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

FOUR ROOMS, 2ND
FLOOR APT: Port-
land. Excellent condi-
tion. Stove, refrigera-
tor, new washer/dryer.
No pets. No smoking.
$1,150/monthly plus
heat/utilities, two months
security. Call 860-916-
7482.

HOUSE FOR RENT IN
COLCHESTER: $2,600
per month, 2 months se-
curity. 3 BDRM/1.5 BTH.
Totally remodeled. No
Pets. No Smoking. Call
860-908-4716.

STORAGE UNITS
AVAILABLE: East
Hampton Self Storage.
196 E High Street, East
Hampton. Text 860-267-

w*w

plant new roots...

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

SO>IO

GROUNDSKEEPER:
The GHA is seeking
individuals to perform
a wide variety of
semi-skilled tasks
in connection with
the maintenance of
apartment grounds
and buildings, and
landscaped areas.
Must possess a valid
CT Motor Vehicle
Operator’s license and
be at least 18 years of
age. Seasonal: Mid-
May to August. 40hrs/
week. Job application
and full job description
available at the Main
Office, 25 Risley Road,
Glastonbury, CT 06033
or from our website at
www.glastha.org. No
phone calls please.
Deadline: Until Filled
AA/EQE.

EMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED
IMMEDIATELY: 2 per-
son cleaning team to
thoroughly open/clean
large home to prepare
for weekly Summer rent-
als. Additional cleaning
needed after weekly
renters. Call/text 860-
985-4534.

BERKSHIRE

HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

NEW ENGLAND
PROPERTIES

PCA NEEDED PART-
TIME: Early mornings
and evening hours avail-
able. Approximately 15-
20 hours weekly. For
personal care, cooking,
cleaning, and errands.
Bending/lifting, must
be able to lift 40+Ibs.
Time & half for holidays.
Weekly pay through
payroll company. $23/
hr. Background check
and drug test required.
Willing to train. 860-
949-7016.

TOWN OF HEBRON
TRUCK DRIVER / MAINTAINER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Town of Hebron is seeking a candidate for the position
of Truck Driver/Maintainer in the Public Works Department.
Applicant must have a CDL Class A or B license. Must have
a minimum of a High School Diploma or GED. Three years
of truck driving experience including snow plowing and public
works operations or an equivalent combination required.
Experience should also include working with heavy trucks
and heavy equipment. Applicant must be available nights

and weekends during winter months. Must be able to pass a
complete physical examination and pre-employment drug test.
This is a bargaining unit position.
Letters of interest or resumes should be mailed along with a
Town of Hebron employment application to Town Manager,
Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248 by May
15, 2026. Hebron is an equal opportunity employer.

1TB 417
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REAL ESTATE

Your, local friend in Real Edlate

Respect your body when it’s
asking for a break. Respect your mind
when it's seeking rest. Honor yourself
when you need a moment for yourself.

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com
www.angelaaresco.com

RE4-17-26

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ClT4-4-24

TOWN OF ANDOVER CT

VACANCY
Accounting Associate

The Town of Andover is seeking applications for a full -time Accounting
associate. This position is responsible for the daily operations of the
finance department at the town of Andover. This position involves the
performance of a variety of professional accounting and financial control
functions for the Town of Andover.

The job description and application for this position are available at
www.andoverct.org. This position is 30 hours per week,
Monday-Thursday. This position is in the AFSCME local 1303 of
Council #4 AFL-CIO and subject to collective bargaining.

To apply, send a Resume and Cover Letter to the
Office of the Town Administrator, Town Hall,
17 School Rd, Andover, CT 06232,
or email it to adminassistant@andoverct.org

This posting will remain open until the position has been filled. EOE M/F
Salary Commensurate on Experience and Qualifications

RE4-10-26
I
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EMPLOYMENT

New Beginnings for Life isa smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

HELP WANTED

Help needed in our Printing Department.
Full and Part-time Hours
Available Monday — Friday

Email Jim for more information:
jim@rarereminder.com
No phone calls please. Must be 18 years old.

CIT9-5-24

HELP WANTED - PUBLIC WORKS FOREMAN
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for applica-
tions for a Public Works Foreman.
This is a full-time (40 hours per week) position responsible for
leading the crew that maintains town roads, stormwater drain-
age systems, vehicle and machinery fleet, transfer station, town
buildings, playing fields, cemeteries, and parks. The Foreman
reports to the Town Manager, schedules crewmembers, and
plans daily operations.
Applicants should have a high school diploma or GED, a cur-
rent CT CDL, and experience paving and maintaining roads.
Experience leading teams or training others is preferred.
The expected wage range is $40.00-$45.00 per hour, depend-
ing on experience and qualifications. The total compensation
package includes health and dental insurance, employer HSA
contribution, 457 defined contribution retirement plan with
employer match, employer sponsored life insurance, tuition
reimbursement, professional development, accrued leave time
(vacation and sick), and 12 paid holidays.
Employment Application available at www.marlbo.info/employ-
mentapp or the Town Clerk’s Office. Completed applications are
to be submitted to the:
Marlborough Town Clerk
26 North Main Street
P.O. Box 29
Marlborough, CT. 06447
2TB 4/10, 417

The East Hampton Public Schools is seeking
qualified candidates for the position of:

Human Resource (HR) Generalist
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree in human resource
management or business, and a minimum of three years of
direct experience working in an HR-related field.
An equivalent combination of experience and
education will be considered.

Salary Range: $55,000 - $62,000
(health insurance eligible, competitive benefits package)

Please see posting below for further qualifications

and responsibilities.

Please apply on-line at
https://jobs.redroverkl2.com/org/easthamptonct

The Town of East Hampton is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
1 Community Dr., East Hampton, CT, 06424

RE4-3-26

TREE & LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,
competitive rates. 30
years of experience. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.

POISON IVY LEAGUE
OF PORTLAND: Geta
jump on it. Time is now!
Poison Ivy cheerfully re-
moved. Hand weeding.
Gardening - design, and
care. Call Mike 845-481-
0131, Aida 267-982-
8658.

TREE %o
REMOVAL S

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lot & Brush Clearing

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards ¢ Fully Insured
C & CLawncare —East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE3-27-26

N CRIEN]

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Now Accepting New Customers For:
Spring Clean-Ups * Pruning
Weekly Mowing ¢ Mulching

VisA @D E-, )

Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. * Free Estimates 860-342-0352

Portland, CT

Dorsey Construction
Spring Cleanups & Mulching

Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,

patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

RE 3-21-23

SPRING CLEANUPS! Ao

Weekly Lawn Mowing ¢ Mulching  MucH
Seeding ¢ Dethatching/Lawn Repair MORE!

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

Bush/Hedge Trimming e Brush Clearing

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Serving East Hampton, Marlborough & Glastonbury

860-294-286

Free Estimates
& Insured

MAKE IT

& STONE
LOT

It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!

Great products for repairing driveways including:
3/4” Driveway MiX (aka process)
3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!
LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

( OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )

IF IT'S TOG HOT TO TOUGH

S TOO HOT TO LEAVE

2d IR

93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)

EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

RE3-18-22

TREE & LAND

TOPSOIL-$50.00 * PINE MULCH-$60.00
HEMLOCK MULCH-$70.00
CEDAR MULCH-$70.00
BLACK MULCH-$65.00 * RED MULCH-$65.00
PLAYGROUND MULCH-$65.00
WOOD CHIPS-$25.00
5-YARD MINIMUM-FREE DELIVERY

860-228-2003

RE4-17-26

RE4-10-26

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

colchester, c7 Now Scheduling
Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup

Customers

{ ’ '
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR?
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Garden Topsoil

Compost

Bobcat Services for all your

small excavation projects NOW ACCEPTING MOST
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

WE DELIVER

Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

72 Miller Road, Colchester * 860-537-4093

msoosmi‘- :

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding ¢ Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
_ including roots

SENIOR
CITIZEN
DISCOUNT _

Toper’s
Lawncare
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JIM’S TREE -
STUMP REMOVAL fe..
Fast Service Y
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957 "

RE4-2-21

EASTBURY
Landscaping & Home Improvement

* Mowing

« Brush cutting

* Brush/ Tree Removal

* Stump grinding and removal

« Grading/ Drainage

« Gravel Driveways/ Extensions
« Retaining walls, walkways & patios
* Demo and debris removal

« Shed Pads

For more info call or text 860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

RE10-3-25

DelLeo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

FULLY INSURED « HIC #0657705

CIT1-18-24

NO TREE TOO TOUGH...

Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

Ryan Krajewski
60-573-1244
GLASTONBURY, CT
Licensed & Insured
visa @D T =

i up - =h ==

SERVICE

CIT3-5-26

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-9-23

HOWES Landscaping

& Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion, Skidsteer Service
and Much More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

RE4-3-26

Quality Work

Same Day

LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning + Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones + Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

STU
03Igzemoval LI{(‘ZlP
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
« Stump Grinding / Removal

* Brush Cutting

« Yard Expansions & Restoration

» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

TREE & LANDSCAPING °

: Certified Arborists

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

Veteran Owned
& Operated

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

RE3-8-24
E—

-
Has your. garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?

Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= [arden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Sail
Amendment = Fertilize ® Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden

Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance = Call today for a FREE consultation
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials BED3E5U5[I[|-

WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.

Spring/Fall Clean-ups * Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Prunmg Brush Clearing
Patios,* Retaining Walls » Paver Walkways
Mulch ¢ Stones
Sidewalk Edging
N & 4

out all your
garden
woes.”

RnR EardAngeIs

RE3-23-23

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

i CALL CHRIS
‘Wl 860-644-2595

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

NOW SCHEDULING:

New Weekly Mowing &
Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Mulch
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCARING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

mmm 8560.913.6203 g
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611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Spring Cleanups

RE3-6-26

and Spring Lawn Renovations

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing « Light Excavation Work « Mulching
Walkways * Retaining Walls * Gravel Driveway Repair
20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

- FULLY INSURED -« LIC #0671229

i\ W | ih\ \ I \ J i\ \ I\ \ |
DAL AN AR L JW'IJ/M /M NH\IMNH\JN’ Mﬁ'lﬁ)m /A\A AN Y '.Aﬁkz[\l' ﬁt}lﬁ!/. !

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Shorts
I!?arﬁiscap ng-

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowmg

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —
(860) 917-5459

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

| We Climb or Bucket

Hazardous Tree Remova Truck Service

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SPRING RATES!

e Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

@ Spring Is Here!

|
Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let's get started.
SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

I RE3-20-26

—| 86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Spring Clean Ups &
Debris Removal

* Mulching and Planting
* Lawn Installation /
e Land Clearing

e Tree, Brush
e Stump Removal
» Patios, Walkways, and
Retaining Walls
» Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)
Junk Removal and Demolition
860-716-0661

tsminorenterprises.com

CIT3-12-26

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED



\N\DS(APlNG SERVI(

DSINGE 1990 - S S

NOWISTHETIMETO

SCHEDULE YOUR NEW

BACKYARD OASIS.

PATIOS - FIREPITS - WALKWAYS

CALL US TO DISCUSS EXPANDING
YOUR YARD AND POSSIBILITIES!

860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT

RE3-13-26

HYDROSEEDING

Lawn Expansion & Drainage Work
“Grow Your Dream Lawn!”

E S

Lawn Carem
Marlborough, CT

SERVICES

Call
860-966-7672
to schedule
a free estimate.

RE3-13-26

LFAR BLUE

WATER SYSTEMS .

Residential & Commercial

& Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
& Water Softeners & Filtration
¢ Rust & Iron Removal

6 PH Correction

¢ Odors Eliminated

é Radon & Uranium Mitigation

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

& Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

RE11-18-22

Lic.# W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage
HIC. 0653192 « CALL US

860-598-8091

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discoumnts
All American Crew
Members!

Owner Pricing

1 AN
'——- All Work Guaranteed ‘\\L»u
0/ Local & State Specs 2 )

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442 §

aN

TLUTHIL L

()

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and mge!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & §
FREE ESTIMATES  Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 525 &

H.@

equipmentcompany inc.

Prouiding safe clean water
since 1967

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

————— ——— ——
w -
[R— - e ——— e

NEWS BULLETIN « April 17, 2026

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND
TAILORING: Hemming
zippers, repairs. Custom
work and gown hem-
ming. Call for more info
860-391-3461. Drop off
and pick up available.

CHIMNEY
MAINTENANCE:
Cleaning, caps,
dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales
pitch, just the work you
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE'S ANTIQUES,
PAYS $$ CASH
MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

FRED’S HANDY MAN
SOLUTION: Licensed
& Insured. Carpentry,
painting, flooring, bath-
rooms, items repaired
or replaced, doors,
locks, shades, switches,
plugs, garbage disposal,
faucets, fans, lighting,
860-904-0158.

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,
retaining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

J & S PAINTING
& H O ME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation,
vinyl siding installation
and roof installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,
860-796-0006.

JOSH'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY
LLC: Built on Craft.
Driven By Quality. Spe-
cializing in all types of
Masonary Work-Inside
and Out. Licensed &
Insured. 432-423-5521
OR 860-888-9763.

LOCAL LICENSED
ELECTRICIAN: — No
Job Too Small! Lights,
outlets, fans, repairs
done fast. Friendly
service for homeowners
& seniors. Call Patrick
(860) 365-1853. License
# ELC. 0208459-E1.

LUXURY VINYL
FLOORS & WOOD
FLOORS: Call
Glastonbury Carpet &
Flooring for a quote. 192
Oak Street, Glastonbury.
860-633-8833.

ABLE MASON &
RESTORATION LLC:
Chimney built, liner &
install INSTALLATION,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. PAVERS, PATIO,
TILE AND BATHROOM
REMODEL, ALL
MASONRY REPAIRS.
Licensed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947

PLUMBING AND
HOME REPAIR
SPECIALIST:
Complete plumbing
services and repairs
from leaky pipes and
drains, hot water
heaters, toilets, garbage
disposals, kitchen
sinks and faucets, tub
and shower valves,
and more. Call for a
free estimate! Quality
professional work at
affordable prices. Fully
licensed and insured
- Discounts available
for seniors - Call Justin
203-440-5496

ROOFING, FLOOR-
ING, DECKS: All gen-
eral home improvement
and renovations. Call
860-894-9919.

THE BETTER
HOUSEKEEPER: Flu-
ent English speakers,
cleaners who value high
standards, good com-
munications, attention to
detail, punctuality. Free
in-person estimates. We
love seniors! Call 860-
413-2353.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING

Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. In/out, Out-
side only special. Text
Marc at 860-508-0447.

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and
out. Call 860-883-6775.
Mr. Squeegee.

WOOD FLOORS:
Questioning whether
your wood floors really
need sanding? Have
existing surface finish
deep cleaned, revital-
ized, with a durable ac-
rylic/urethane floor fin-
ish. The best alternative
to the mess, expense
of sanding. A great af-
fordable appearance
booster for home sellers.
Carpets safely dry
cleaned. Experienced,
references, insured.
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only.
Support Small Business.

DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
HOT CRACK SEALING
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew §
Your Pavement g
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 ucins

ide atior

5085 QoS stol

Tile
Hardwood

FLOORING

LVP waterproof & durable
860-853-0493

RE3-13-26

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT
860-305-1823

RE3.20-204

JOHN LACY PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Insured

Walls - $159

18' x 16' avg. room

RE3-15-24

Free Estimates

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

860-416-8354

john_lacy@icloud.com

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps

Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work

Well Inspections
Chlorination & Yield Tests

AAA
Ele

RE10-4-24

ctrician Servie

FOR~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential ¢ Commercial Wzrmg
Don’'t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

ces

9

—
ACCREDITED.
BUSINESS

ELC. 0209770-E1

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—— —— — ampavingct.com — — —

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC

DRIVEWAYS « PARKING LOTS « DRAINAGE
ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor * CT Lic. #579594
Commercial & Residential * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ 7 days a week

Over 25
years in
business

EE#«

Free
Estimates

RE3-7-25

Lic# 00548924

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church Discount

“All Work Guaranteed”

———— FULLY INSURED —/—/——=
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

ALL
PURPOSE

PAVING, LLc

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Driveways « Parking Lots
Gas Station - Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating - Asphalt Repair
Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill
Excavation & Drainage

State of the Art
Equipment

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.
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LUMBING & HEATING]

W] from dripping fancets to all €

L

Asphalt —

1 [ * |
@ your major plumbing/ heating needs Oé O S O lu ti O n S \' ’ -
y ¥ N e
Water Heaters ® Zoned Heat
Boiler Replacement Caso s HVAC’ I'I'C
Bathroom Remodeling Sealcoating SPRING Heating ¢ Cooling * Installation ¢ Service
Call Leo at 860-267-2354 Crack Fillin Natural Gas Conversions
Lic, # P204015H389727 Insured S SPECIAL' We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
PaVin ® (HIGH EF.FICIEN.CY BURNS. LESS FUEL) )
g $ O Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
/ ' FEree Estimates 1 OO OFF § Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
, = Eg'rlg::ERrEE” C ll T 1 860 333 OO O £ ~ We Offer Maintenance Contracts
v Estimatel a y er - - 7 R'eSIdentlal & Commercial ® Over 20 Years Experience
CT Lic# §
E{&&EWATERQIE Licensed & Insured Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488 S1 39‘;-(]:4] (8 60) 2 67-5 85] Insured é
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
VEX%KAJ IS%IQIN%E[? l‘\/,llﬁ\fs Schedule Now for Spring Openings!

Neeb A PLUMBER?

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

HYDROPURE

- "" r"'ﬂ_, [ n r
.)EH\} )l_,, J')E) OL J')J_{E):{j
» SPRING SPECIAL!
15% off Pool Equipment

RE4-11-25

RE3-13-20

Water Treatment, LLC * Weekly Cleanings & Remodeling * Water Heaters ¢ Disposals ¢ Additions
WA‘?QI;QEg (.)f:I.ErEV"IJCEEéSRE:?L??EIg * Equipment Sales & Servicing e Sump Pumps ¢ Water Filtration e Well Pumps
y * 10% OfF for Veterans & Seniors ¢ Toilets * New Construction e Gas Lines
RV RS A | S A U NS ¢ Faucets e Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!

860-942-2240 (Call Jim)
Licensed & Insured
poolproslic@eprotonmail.com

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com

@, info@hydro-pure.com
r-----------------

860-537-1949 -
' House Washing,
ULLER ! Roof Cleaning,
FPAVING&GRADING |
|
l

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL -
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

AIRSEHFLO

MECHANICAL ..

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

CIT3-19-26
RE2-2-24
—

RE4-3-26

& More!
* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial

No Water, No Problem!
Save $ on in place recycling of your old Just let us know.

S

HIC. 0654618 - Insured Oil to Gas Conversions

-
BBB.

pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES | o FREE Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace * Boilers g
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com | u uns ne 1LC EQTIMAm i Pool Heaters * Water Heaters ® Sheet Metal ! MITSUBISH
195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT | . — FINANCING AVAILABLE — & ELECTRC
860-295-9566 CT Lic

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

1 860-942-3913 coosers s sanss

HOME IMPROVEMENT

#9391 860-989-5079 Esemawoe'//y

CIT3-5-20
—

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING:
Call today for a free
estimate on all your
Interior and Exterior
needs. Roofing, decks,
sheds, windows/doors,
gutters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry, sid-
ing, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring
(tile, hardwood, lamin-
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

A DVANCED
P RO HOME
IMPROVEMENT:
“One call does it all!
Additions, sunrooms.
Kitchens, bathrooms.
Windows, roofing. Vinyl
siding trim. Garages,
decks. Basements,
flooring. Dry wall &
taping. Interior painting,
popcorn ceilings. Clean
up daily. Quality work.
Lic. #578351. Fully
insured. Free estimates.
860-798-4275. www.
advancedprosite.com

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,
moss? Optional lower
cost guards. LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

DAVSSPR

O PAINTING .

Power Washing
860-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

CIT3-20-25

—

Davispropaintinglic@yahoco.com

——

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

L&R GENERAL
MASONRY: We spe-
cialize in perfection. We
do sidewalks, patios,
outdoor kitchens, chim-
ney repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully
insured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

PAINTING -
REMODELING:
Interior-Exterior.
Water damage,
Ceiling-Wall Repair,
Wallpaper removal,
Cabinet refinishing,
Power washing, Deck
& House staining/
painting, Carpentry
jobs. #0674321. Fully
Insured, Free Estimates,
K&D Painting. Call Kris
860-463-5246.

BENGSTON HANDYMAN
& PAINTING SERVICE

RE12-4-20

Carpentry / Windows / Doors / Painting
Texture Ceilings Repair/Drywall & Taping
Power Washing / Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

860-729-9387 "looen <1

Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Reliable Quality Workmanship
Al Zoted ' |
BE T T T ' T

: s}

AP T
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls ¢ Bluestone * Steps

Fireplaces « Chimneys « Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

KEN (203) 558-4951

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063 FULLY INSURED

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 « Insured

Call 860.377.0380

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry

Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 o Insured
E — GLASTONBURY BASED —
/,// Cell 860.368.9486 30 Years
5% = Office 860.657.9185 AL

2-26

CIT4-

ARKER

AINTING & !’f

Interior/Exterior « Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
insrer 860=-338-0156

& INSURED

CIT3-5-20

Marc Viccaro

HOME IMPROVEMENT
oyvgzéo = Replacement
= Decks Windows & Doors
= Remodels ISP = Finish Trim

= Finished Basements = Structural Repair (rot)
= Sill Rot Replacement = To Do Lists &
860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro |
['4

HIC # 0650133« CT Licensed & Insured

= pCHARTER 56™ ANNIVERSARY
since f 1969 E’E'SNTEEET%ON Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

[El= Home/Church/Historic [&lm Preparation Specialist —
Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[=l= Since 1973 Over 2300 [&=l= Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

=l Carpentry Services &= Hardwood Floor Finishing
=l Water Damage [l Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25
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s ni ROOFING &

R(_)o_fing SIDING
Siding 860-853-0493
Hardscapes REA-13.26

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting

» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

®  starbuilders@sbcglobal.net ﬂ E
o Free Estimates &
Reliable

Quality Workmalnship

o T M e
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls « Brick Walls « Bluestone * Steps

Fireplaces *« Chimneys ¢ Patios « Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

e o ooosms KEN (203) 558-4951

CIT3-5-20

A

S —

Roofing ¢ Siding * Skylights « Windows ¢ Gutters
Leaf Guards * Chimneys ° Ridge Vents ¢ Repairs

Velux 5 Star Skylight
Specialist/Installer

2022 GAF Roofing
& CertainTeed

Siding Specials! "Bringing
Ask _ Light to Life" -
about our |M e Ask about our Slylight
WEATHER S TRACTOR " " : pecialist |
"25 Year Workmanship NO LEAK
Warranty!" Warranty!

Call (860) 334-9979

www.skylightspecialist.com/connecticut-skylights

RESIDENTIAL

ey HOME IMPROVEMENT

LLC

Licensed & Insured
CT Lic. #569972

RE4-22-22

PAQUETTE
ROOFING!<

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years

— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
WWW.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS + BASEMENTS ¢ DECKS
* DORMERS  +« BATHROOMS ° SIDING
* GARAGES  « KITCHENS * ROOFING
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com ¢ Insured ¢ CT 607510

CIT3-5-20

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Drywall Service
& Repair, LLC

— 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE —

959-888-1442

LICENSED & INSURED

Residential & Commercial Drywall & Carpentry
Mold Remediation Services
Water Damage Repairs « Drywall New & Repairs
10% OFF Popcorn Ceiling Removal

$100 OFF For New Customers

o 22 Kreiger lane,
Glastonbury

www.ctexteriors.com

CT#0632519

Windows

* Lower your energy costs

* Increase the resale value of your home
* Reduce maintenance

* Lifetime warranty

Many colors and styles to choose from
* Never have to paint your home again
* Industry's most advanced materials
+ Lifetime warranty

CIT5-22-25

100% COVERAGE
EVEN LABOR

* Protect your largest asset - fix roof
problems now and avoid costly repairs later

* Increase the resale value of your home

* Professional job from start to finish

+ Lifetime warranty shingles

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,
Exceptional Service E/

AE/TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

FOR SALE: Classic
Ariens “Sno-Thro”,
Tecumsah engine, 247,
#910002, runs great,
$165/0BO. Mueller Ul-
tra-Stitch, never used,
still in original box, $50/
OBO. Delta 10" Com-
pound Miter Saw, never
used, still in original box,
$60/0BO. Echo Weed
Wacker GT200R, $35/
OBO. 860-803-0111.

FRIGIDAIRE GAS
COOKTOP: Model
FFGC3026SS. Very
good condition, fully
working. Natural gas/
propane. 30x21-1/2.
Photos available. Call/
text for more info 860-
214-3100.

89 Main St.

East H

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Ca_rpentry - Roofing  _g60 633.6015
Windows — Doors ¢ — 860.550.0932
Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995  kimsadlon@cox.net

P!

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies |

860-267-8330 <

allabouthlindsct.com

CIT3-5-20

FOR SALE

Painting v.c

FRANKLIN

Your Neighborhood Painters

Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS
INTERIORS: Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

877-646-7774

CIT3-26-26
—

Frank, Owner

Ol i)
F—tié‘ { Scan
Ed: for an

appointment

FREE ESTIMATES

Advanced Pro

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

New Roofing
Specialists

Get your roof Done Right
The First Time!

Quality Work | Cleanup Daily | Over 25 Years Experience

Billy 860-798-4275.

FULLY INSURED LIC. #57835

S
g
=3

1

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT ¢ Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Fully Licensed
& Insured
Lic. 0640485

CIT4-13-23
S

EUROPEAN SUPER
CLEANING: Respons-
ible Polish woman seek-
ing cleaning work. For
more information call
Halina at 860-305-8131.

JOHN DEERE E100
RIDING LAWN
MOWER: w/bagging
kit and mulch plug.
271hrs used. Blade not
spinning/repair needed.
Must pick up, Glaston-
bury. $500. 860-547-
1998. Leave message.

LOOKING TO SELL:
Ball canning jars from
the 40’s, Layne Hope
Chest mint condition,
Crocheted Blankets
from the 60’s & 70’s,
35” round oak wood
framed mirror used one
year only, custom made
cradle. Call 860-739-
3286.

CLEANING

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. ~ §

8G0-798-7961 %

10-PIECE PORCHY/
PATIO SET: 60” round
plexi-glass table, five
swivel rocker chairs,
swing love-seat, full
length lounger, otto-
man, & all cushions.
Great condition. $400.
860-633-5888.

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

Like us on
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

LAZY
LOVESEAT: $125.
Brown full leather

BOY

2-seater recliner, $200.
2005 Stadium picture
White Sox World Series
Champions, $200. 860-
633-2815.

TAG SALES

ST PETER CHURCH:
30 St Peter Lane, Hig-
ganum, CT, Annual
Benefit Tag Sale. April
24th, 25th, 26th & May
1st & 2nd, 8am -3pm
Indoors & Outdoors,
Rain or Shine, 1000s
of items. Antiques, fur-
niture, glass, china, pot-
tery, jewellery, linens,
books, lamps, artwork,
tools. Check Craigslist
for photos.
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FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS Lic ¢
INTERIOR
* All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining, FREE

w0 BUILDING &
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal ESTIMATES

* WP Removal, Rep. Windows INSURED Ad d Itl ons D E S | G N

* Home Improvements & Carpentry & K | tCh ens
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. #574298 & 860-853-0493
Baths RE3-13-26

www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows

(h Swanson

Green Remodeling

Kitchens & Baths PAI N T I N G
Hardi Board Installer .

Decks Michael Swanson, owner

E.L. CONTRACTING Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
— NO JOB TOO SMALL — Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

— cALL: 219-575-0370

Ed Loveland

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

fRE12-20-23

License #609553

—#
— L 4 HOME REMODELLING, LLC
AN - Roofing, Gutters :
- Decks, Sheds, Porches >

L « Windows/Doors

Lﬁr = Landscape Services, Patios
Additions, Framing
Siding
Kitchens, Baths

I - Basements

* Flooring

(tile, hardwood, laminate & vinyl)
« Painting, Staining
« Insulation, Trim, etc.

{

|

i

{
v

JAMES
860-573-3597 ’
Call Today for a Free Estimate on all your Interior and Exterior needs.
Locally owned. Licensed/Insured. Lic. #0632872

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

)V\CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
Full Roof or Siding

*1000 OFF “zeoerSa

with this ad

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

or FREE Gutters with

CIT9-25-25

Fi l-na ne in
Available

‘I.’l,"‘l\l‘lll-'lll-l"
S/ Call

“ESTG@I'%ESTER
. MARKET.

MEATS

Fire up the Grllls.I

Delicious
Crabcakes 3 oz.

Pretzel Hamburger

Buns
4-Pack
12 oz.

Green Mountain

K-Cups All var.

Near East
Rice

All Var.
5.25-10 oz.

Hostess
Donettes
All Var.
9-11.25 oz.

Best Yet

Breakfast Sandwiches

Fresh
Chicken Tenders

Land O Lakes
American Cheese

37th Street
Danish Strips
All Var. 14 oz.

Barilla
Pasta
Asst Var.

Pringles
Potato Crisps
All Var.
4.9-5.50z.

Devour Entrees
All Var 9-12 oz.

4-Pk All Var. 15-18 oz.

Turkey Hill

Iced Tea, Lemonade

or Fruit Punch
Gallons

Pudding Or Gelatin
4-Packs All Var. 12-16 oz.

g
—

';'"JEI.I.O

o
$2.99

DELI
RESH PRODUCE

Wunderbar
Bologna

Page 39

Store Made Hot
or Sweet Sausage
- Bunsize Grillers
or Regular Links

$4.491b

Jones
Canadian Bacon

Deitz & Watson
Buffalo or Bb
Chicken :

Store Baked
Double Chocolate
Muffins 4-Pack 20 oz.

Baked Beans
All Var. ¥ ;

Adirondack
Soda or Seltzers
All Var. 2 Liter

Green Giant
Veggie Tots
All Var. 14 oz.*

Shredded Cheese
All Var. 8 oz.

Gourmet Deli

Boar's Head Boar’s Head
Wisconsin Honey Maple
Cheddar Ham

For All of Your
m Emonds Air Cond|t|on|ng $12 99|b
&= \\ECHANICAL Needs! @ ' '
% CONTRACTORS :m-8 Wl 493 Westchester Road, Colchester | PRICES EFFECTIVE Apr 17- Apr 23
IC.

Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

860-365-0071 f

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 - www.emonds.com
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CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE
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=y i
CARLGUILD) )

THE FEUTUR E OF REAL ESTATE

FUTURE

ACROSS CONNECTICUT

> 4 Offices
> 120+ Agents
> 20+ Years Serving Connecticut

SERVING BUYERS AND SELLERS

REAL ESTATESS

REAL ESTATE DONE RIGHT

> Free Moving Trucks for Our Clients

BUYING OR SELLING?

> Skilled negotiation
> Local market expertise
> Proven marketing strategies

DEEPLY INVESTED IN THE
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE

> Locally owned and operated

> Community events and scholarships

> White-glove client experience

> Support that doesn’t disappear
after closing

X 860-474-3500

& www.carlguild.com

> Offices embedded in the towns we serve

N REAL ESTATE?

Whether you're newly licensed or an experienced agent, Carl
Guild & Associates provides the tools, support, and community to

help you grow your business with confidence.

We invest in:

+ Your brand
- Your skills
« Your production

If you're exploring your options, CALL CARL!

READY FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER

You'll have access to:

« Full-service marketing support
- Ongoing training & weekly masterminds
- Free moving trucks for your clients

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE




