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Weekly Mowing & 
Mulching Services 

Servicing the 
Portland and East 

Hampton areas

A close call... “If you have a vehicle fire, get away from it as fast as you can,” said 
Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department Fire Marshal Joe Asklar after a car went 
up in blazing flames on Thursday, May 21. No one was injured and the fire was put 
out quickly. While driving down route 2, a Marlborough resident said she smelled 
gasoline and noticed a small fire on the front, right-hand side of her vehicle. She 
pulled onto the off ramp of exit 13 where she then quickly exited before MVFD 
arrived.

Portland Celebrates
Memorial Day

By Anne Lilburn
Portland’s annual Memorial Day festivities 

have always been a rain or shine event, and 
rain it did this year — but that didn’t stop local 
residents, politicians, and even Governor Ned 
Lamont, from showing up to share a moment of 
community and to honor service members and 
fallen heroes.

No one was complaining much about the wet 
weather.

While the rain was mostly still light, several 
community groups gathered just prior to the 
beginning of the parade to assemble floats and 
prepare to march. Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 7 members Bill Caffrey and Ken Woodward 
were preparing to ride on a float, armed with 
bags of candy to toss. On the front of the float 
was a wooden dog, modeled after the actual 
real dog of St. Mary’s parish priest Father John 
Antonelle. They said the rain wasn’t bothering 
them too much.

“We figure if all the men and women who 
serve in the armed services can do it, it’s the least 
we can do to show our respect,” said Woodward. 
Caffrey said his son was a Marine Corps veteran 
and that he was a “very proud” military dad who 
also wanted to draw attention to the work that 
the Knights of Columbus did in the community.

Also lined up to march were kids and their 
parents, representing various groups. Sec-
ond grader Teagan Fisher was there wearing a 
Brownie sash, marching with the Girl Scouts. 
She said it was her third year.

“I did it for two years and I thought it was 
fun,” she said, “so I wanted to do it again.” 

Standing under an umbrella, she said the rain 
didn’t really bother her. She said the best part 
about marching was getting to see people on the 
sidelines watching her march and having the 
surprise of seeing them.

Fellow second grader Chad Mooney and his 
dad, Chad Sr., were there with the Little League. 
Chad Jr., staying dry under a yellow poncho, 
said he plays on the Firehawks, and Chad Sr. 
said he wasn’t deterred by the weather.

“I think it’s fun, yeah,” he said. “Why cancel?”
 Several selectmen, including First Selectman 

Mike Pelton, a Republican, as well as Selectman 
John Dillon, a Democrat, and Vinnie Pitruz-
zello, a Republican, showed up to march as well. 
While the high school band may have decided 
to skip marching, they assembled inside Brown-
stone Intermediate School’s historic auditorium 
for a ceremony that offered both serious and fun 
moments.

Before heading inside, the parade paused out-
side the school for a rifle salute.

MacKenzie Kelsey, a Portland native who 
now lives in Middletown, played “Taps” on the 
trumpet after the salute. She said it was her 24th 
year performing “Taps” at the event, rain or 
shine, continuing a tradition that her father, Jeff 
Kelsey, had started when he was a high school 
student in 1976. 

Marlborough Honors Fallen Heroes
By Toriana Williams

Despite gray skies, damp grass and the sticky 
spring to summer air, the town of Marlbor-
ough’s Memorial Day parade and ceremony 
drew a strong crowd Monday afternoon. Resi-
dents, in abundance, lined North Main Street 
waving flags, cheering marchers and pausing to 
honor the nation’s fallen service members.

Children dressed in red, white and blue sat 
along the sidewalks with parents and grandpar-
ents, while dogs tugged at leashes and wagged 
their tails as police cruisers, marching bands, vet-
eran groups and community organizations made 
their way through town toward the town green.

For resident Jane Scacciaferro, attending the 
parade each year is an important tradition. “It’s 
to support the veterans, you know?” Scaccia-
ferro said. “I think it’s important to remember 
the ones who gave their lives for the country, for 
all of us.”

Scacciaferro, who has lived in Marlborough 
for eight years, said the event brings the com-
munity together in a meaningful way.

“Well, I think that’s important,” she said about 

the large turnout. “I think it’s nice for people 
to show support. I mean, the green doesn’t get 
used nearly enough in this town, and it’s nice 
when it does. We just like to support the events 
that they do here.”

This year’s parade featured dozens of groups, 
including the Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife 
& Drum Corps, the RHAM High and Middle 
School Band, the CT Valley Field Music group, 
the Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department, 
scouts, local sports teams, veteran organizations 
and more. Residents applauded as marchers and 
decorated vehicles traveled down Main Street 
toward the town’s Memorial Day ceremony.

Once the parade concluded, attendees gath-
ered on the town green for speeches, music and 
tributes honoring military members who died 
while serving the United States.

Ray Theobald, commander of the local Amer-
ican Legion Post 197, opened the ceremony by 
welcoming residents and reflecting on the pur-
pose of Memorial Day.

“The purpose of today’s gathering is to re-

member and honor our fallen service members, 
from past and present, all wars,” Theobald said. 
“To remember the sacrifices they made in the 
name of patriotism, service to others, duty and 
honor, so that our freedom and independent 
ways of life are maintained.”

Theobald reminded the town that Memorial 
Day was originally known as Decoration Day 
following the Civil War. “Remember,” he said. 
“Freedom is not free.”

Following his remarks, the RHAM Band per-
formed “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Town Manager David Porter then delivered 
a lengthy address reflecting on both the history 
of Memorial Day and the balance between cel-
ebration and remembrance during the holiday 
weekend.

“We gather not to celebrate war,” Porter said, 
“but to honor courage, sacrifice and a love of 
country so deep that it accepted the ultimate 
cost.” 

Porter explained that Memorial Day grew out 
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Get ready for the 46th annual

OLD HOME DAYS 
Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday

  JULY 9–11
Three days of family fun, local flavors & community spirit

DONATE ONLINE OR MAIL A CHECK WITH THIS FORM
Old Home Days, PO Box 213, East Hampton, CT 06424

Every dollar goes directly into Old Home Day Activities. We Thank You!

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: JUNE 30TH

DON’T MISS:

• Thrilling Rides

• Live Music

• New Food Options

• Bike Raffle

• Road Race

• Local Vendors

• EPIC PARADE

HELP MAKE  
THE MAGIC  
HAPPEN!
We need you –  
our amazing  
community and local businesses –  
to help bring Old Home Days  
to life! Scan to pledge or use the 
form below. We’ll recognize you 
with a thank you in the Rivereast. 

Businesses can visit our website ehohd.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonOldHomeDays for sponsorship opportunities.

Old Home Days runs entirely on donations  
from the community and local businesses.

RE5-15-26

(860) 928-2341 

697 Pomfret Street,  
Pomfret Center, CT 06259

392-A Merrow Road,  
Tolland, CT 06084

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Chris’s story

WHZ,  
You actually listened to 
our values and vision for 
retirement before aligning 
our financial plan.

Thank you!

Chris

Focused
Individually

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

This statement was provided 2/27/2024 by Christopher Contos who is a client. The image 
shown is a model and not the actual client. This statement may not be representative of 
the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For 
additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed. 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

CIT5-28-26

RHAM Operating Budget Rejected Again, CIP Passed
By Toriana Williams

Voters across Regional School District 8 
(RHAM) member towns once again rejected 
the district’s proposed operating budget Tues-
day, May 26, sending school officials back to 
revise spending plans for a third referendum. 
However, voters did approve the district’s re-
vised Capital Improvement Plan budget, allow-
ing several planned infrastructure projects to 
move forward.

The revised RHAM operating budget totaled 
$32.8 million for the 2026-2027 fiscal year, a 
0.65% increase over the current year’s budget. 
The proposal was down nearly $840,000 from 
the previously rejected $33.66 million proposal, 
which had represented a 3.19% increase.

The district’s revised CIP budget totaled 

$331,037.
Despite major reductions following the first 

failed referendum earlier this month, the oper-
ating budget was still defeated when combined 
votes from the district’s three towns were to-
taled together.

In Hebron, voters strongly rejected the 
RHAM operating budget, again, by a vote of 
1,222 to 873. Hebron voters also opposed the 
RHAM capital budget, and rejected it 1,148 to 
947.

Meanwhile, voters in Andover approved both 
proposals. The operating budget passed there 417 
to 360, while the CIP budget passed 424 to 350. 

Voters in Marlborough also supported the 
district budgets. Marlborough approved the 

RHAM operating budget 319 to 140 and passed 
the CIP budget 318 to 140.

Although two of the three towns approved 
the operating budget, RHAM referendums are 
decided by the total number of votes district-
wide rather than by town majorities. Hebron’s 
larger turnout and strong opposition ultimately 
caused the operating budget to fail overall.

Superintendent of Schools Colin McNamara 
said he was disappointed by the result. “I am 
disappointed that the operating budget failed,” 
McNamara said in a written statement follow-
ing Tuesday’s referendum.

McNamara said it remained too early for dis-
trict officials to determine what additional cuts 
may be needed. “It’s too early to say how we will 
respond to the outcome of the referendum,” he 
said when asked what staffing, programs or re-
sources could be affected.

Still, McNamara acknowledged that repeated 
failed budget votes can negatively impact stu-
dents and school communities. “Anytime a bud-
get fails at referendum, it has a negative impact 
on students and the entire school community,” 
he said.

He also said officials are not yet prepared to 
determine whether class sizes could increase 
next year. “Again, it’s too early to say how we 
will respond to the outcome of the referendum,” 
McNamara said.

The revised budget already included signifi-
cant reductions following the first failed refer-
endum earlier this month. The largest cuts came 
from staffing reductions which totaled roughly 
$450,000. Those reductions included two high 
school English teacher positions, one high 
school science teacher position and one special 
education paraeducator position.

The district also reduced spending for substi-
tute staffing, temporary custodial help and un-
employment line items.

According to McNamara, three of the teach-
ing position reductions were achieved through 
retirements or resignations. He also previously 
said the special education paraeducator posi-

tion may need to be reconsidered in the future.
Additional non-personnel reductions total-

ing more than $22,000 were also included in the 
revised proposal. Those changes included re-
ductions to special education tuition and trans-
portation costs, along with savings achieved by 
pre-purchasing maintenance equipment and 
repairs using current-year funds.

District officials also made major changes 
to the capital budget after project estimates in-
creased. The district’s planned loading dock 
replacement project rose in cost from roughly 
$424,000 to more than $507,000. To reduce the 
impact on taxpayers, officials recommended us-
ing $235,000 from the district’s reserve fund for 
education expenditures. That move reduced the 
revised CIP proposal from $566,037 to $331,037.

The revised RHAM budget also included 
updated revenue projections. Officials reduced 
expected excess cost reimbursement funding by 
roughly $26,000 but increased tuition revenue 
after an additional student from Columbia en-
rolled at RHAM.

With the operating budget now rejected for 
a second time, RHAM officials are expected to 
revise the proposal again before bringing it back 
to voters in another regional referendum in the 
coming weeks.

AHM Launches
New Podcast

AHM Youth and Family Services has an-
nounced its new “Here 4 You” podcast.

The premiere episode, launching during 
Mental Health Awareness month, focuses on 
how parents can support their children’s mental 
health. Megan Aldridge, AHM’s clinical direc-
tor, talks with Tressa Giordano, AHM’s execu-
tive director, about the when and where to seek 
mental health supports for kids. 

The full podcast can be accessed on Spotify 
@AHM’s Here 4 You Podcast and on YouTube 
@ahmyouthandfamilyservices8196/podcasts, 
or through the AHM website at ahmyouth.org/
here-4-you.
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LICENSED IN CT & FLMARGARET WILCOX TEAM

LISTED AT $819,900 AND
SOLD FOR $988,000

JUST LISTED!

18 BROOK TRAIL

43 EAST HIGH STREET

SOLD
$957,500!

Call to Make
Your Move!

74 SPELLMAN POINT

UNDER CONTRACT!

112 SPRING STREET

JUST LISTED!

COOLSTAY
IN THIS HOT
MARKET!

860.916.3517

218 NEW LONDON TPKE,
GLASTONBURY, CT

114 LAKE DRIVE

JUST LISTED!

GLASTONBURY $495,000

EAST HAMPTON $250,000

EAST HAMPTON $957,500

C O O L E ST  T E A M  A R O U N D

EAST HAMPTON $575,000

MARGARET

EAST HAMPTON $995,000

78 SOUTH BUCKBOARD LANE

UNDER CONTRACT!

MARLBOROUGH $749,900
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SEAMLESS GUTTERS

WENEEDGUTTERS.COM
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PRESENTS...

S U D O K U

860.563.8820

Gutters
Downspouts

Leaf 
Protection

Fascia
Heating 

W
ires

Cleanings

Gutter Brightening!
Eco Friendly! No Toxic Gutter 

Cleaning! Ask about our Tiger 
Strike Gutter Wipes.

11/13 Pickering St. • Portland • 860-342-0612
Open Tues. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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SUMMER 
SUPPLIES!

•	Carhartt	Clothing
•	Shorts	&	Tee	Shirts
•	Camping	Supplies
•	Pocket	Knives
•	Timex	Watches

•	American	Flags
•	Mosquito	Headnets
•	Mosquito
	 Camping	Nets
...and so much more!
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Project Graduation Event Registration
Registration is open for AHM’s Project 

Graduation event for RHAM graduating se-
niors! This year’s event will be held at Spare 
Time Entertainment in Vernon on June 16, 
the night of RHAM High School graduation. 

AHM’s number one goal is to keep RHAM 
graduates safe on an evening that statistically 
ranks as the highest in car accidents due to 
impairment. AHM Youth & Family Services 
coordinates Project Graduation and has done 

so for over 25 years, with thousands of gradu-
ates attending this celebration.

A scholarship is available for those who 
are experiencing financial hardship. Gradu-
ation signs are also available as a fundraiser 
for Project Graduation. Register for $75 per 
person, and purchase signs for $20 each, at 
ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-
graduation.

Rotary Donates to RHAM… The East Hampton Rotary Club has announced a $1,500 
grant to RHAM Youth Soccer. The funds will go toward the purchase of a new soccer 
shed in Marlborough. Pictured are Matt Weeks of RHAM Youth Soccer and Ashley 
Wolf of the East Hampton Rotary Club.

Summer 
Programs at AHM

This summer, AHM Youth and Family Ser-
vices is offering programs for all ages, including 
First Steps in Music, Forest Fun, Brush, Braid 
& Bond, Macrame’ Headbands, Yoga for Kids, 
and more.

Registration is open now, at www.ahmyouth.
org.

Project Graduation
Fundraiser

Project Graduation takes place on Friday, 
June 16 – and fundraising “Congratulations” 
signs are on sale now. 

Show your support for RHAM Class of 2026 
graduating seniors by purchasing a “Congratu-
lations” sign. These signs will be available for 
purchase, at $20 each. Each sign is an 18″ x 24″ 
yard sign with yard stake included. There is a 
blank space on the sign for you to write your 
graduates’ name on it.

This fundraiser will help support AHM’s 
Project Graduation event, a drug and alcohol-
free celebration on the night of graduation. 
Visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-
graduation/ for more info about Project Grad 
and to purchase a sign.

Sponsors Sought 
for Golf Tourney 

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 
its annual Golf Tournament Friday, July 17, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. AHM is 
currently looking for sponsors and players. 

Go to ahmyouth.org for more info.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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     Grateful gardeners...Volunteer members of the Portland River Valley Gar-
den and the Portland Garden clubs planted the Veterans Memorial Garden at the 
Portland Town Hall on May 21. The red, white and blue flowers were donated by 
Gotta's Farm and planted in grateful tribute to all veterans who served the nation. 
Special thanks to Rivereast for always helping us to provide our community with 
news and information.

Bulletin Board
I saw a news item the other day about a Michigan police officer who is being hailed as a 

hero after catching a baby tossed from a burning building.  
It seems police were called at about 4:16 p.m. about a fire at a two-story residence. The caller 

said a porch on the second floor was on fire and a woman and her infant were trapped. A re-
sponding officer spotted the woman at an upstairs window and told her to kick out the screen 
and drop the baby to him. She did. 

He caught the baby, handed it to another officer, then put a ladder up under the window to 
get the woman out. I’m not sure why he didn’t just use the ladder in the first place, but maybe 
the baby was getting impatient. Anyway, it all ended well.

This all got me wondering as to what I would do in a similar situation. I think I could also 
be a hero, so long as the woman with the baby hadn’t grown up in my old neighborhood. If she 
knew me from back then, the “heroic rescue” would probably go more like this:

“Throw me the baby!”
“No way!”
“C’mon, throw me the baby! I’ll catch it!”
“No way! You’re a klutz! I remember your father throwing you a football when you were a 

kid! There’s no way I’m throwing you this baby!”
“This is different!”
“You couldn’t catch that ball if he handed it to you!”
“That wasn’t my fault! I needed glasses!”
“The ball kept bouncing off your head! Or your chest! It was pathetic!”
“I’m taller now! And I have corrective eyewear!”
“Then when you tripped over the lawn sprinkler and sprained your ankle, you told every-

body at school it was a football injury!”
“Well, it was!  Kinda.”
“Was that before or after you ran into the side of the house?!”
“I did not run into the side of the house! I fell into a bush by the side of the house. I never 

even touched the house. And that was just a couple of times! Maybe three.”
“Says you!”
 C’mon, throw me the baby!” 
“No! Ask that guy standing behind you!”
“You’d rather trust a complete stranger?!”
“Just ask him!”
“He says he’s working.”
“What do you mean, he’s working? He’s just standing there.”
“He says he doesn’t want to get involved until I drop the baby.”
“He knows you?”
“No. He’s a personal injury attorney.”
“What’s he doing here?”
“Waiting. He says if I drop the baby, he’ll sue me on your behalf. You won’t have to pay him 

a dime unless he wins. He seems pretty confident.”
“What if you don’t drop the baby?”
“Then he’ll sue you for child endangerment. Or the fire department for not having special 

catch-the-baby training.  He appears to be quite innovative.”
“You sure he doesn’t know you?”
“Well, he says we’re all family, but I never saw him before in my life and he sounds like he’s 

from New Jersey.”
At this point, of course, the fire department arrives with a ladder, and quickly rescues 

woman and infant, thereby sparing the child the probability of continuing through life with 
irreparable brain damage.  Deprived of recognition as a hero, I am approached by the personal 
injury attorney who suggests that I seem to have suffered considerable emotional distress. 
We then go off together for a cup of coffee to discuss how somebody else’s money can help to 
make me whole again. I’ve known the guy for three minutes and he’s already starting to feel 
like family.

The End

Jim Hallas

Enough Is Enough
To the Editor:

It is that time of year again where residents 
will vote to approve or deny budget increases 
submitted by the Town and the BOE. This is 
a challenging time for taxpayers considering 
personal budgets are maxed out with groceries 
and utilities to name a couple. With no relief in 
sight.

Impact on our personal budgets rarely seems 
to be a factor in the Town or BOE’s requests for 
more funding from taxpayers. It is time for both 
to learn to do more with less, as taxpayers must 
do every day.

A little savings daily adds up to large annual 
savings and that common sense approach seems 
to be lost on those spending taxpayers’ money.

Vote no and send the message - enough is 
enough.

Bridget McLennan - East Hampton

Vote No To EH Budget
To the Editor:

Every year we are faced with a budget crisis 
in East Hampton and this year is no different.

The Board of Ed wants more money than last 
year as always. As outlined in an article written 
by Ted Hintz Jr., we have a minimum education 
budget statute here in Connecticut. I’m ask-
ing voters to reject the current budget and ask 
that the Board Of Education re-examine their 
budget and make the necessary cuts without the 
threat of cutting athletics and other important 
programs. If East Haddam can do it we can also.

Respectfully,
Michael Pepin - Middle Haddam 

Dementia Talks, We Listen #60
To the Editor:

Update for you, the physical therapist has 
recommended that mom use a walker.  This has 
been an adjustment. Initially mom was a speed-
demon, hustling with the walker out in front of 
her. Another family member mentioned that is 
what her mom did as well, so it’s not unusual.

Thankfully after several days, seems the walk-
er is now an accepted part of her life. 

Now to the other thing that happened. 
“The” GI bug hit the community; mom caught 

it and was confined to her room.  Not knowing 
how long this would last, I stayed with mom dur-
ing the day. She was slow at kicking the virus, 
likely not unusual based on her circumstances. 

This bug was harder to navigate than COVID 
back in March. Everything seemed to take lon-
ger and mom was in no condition to get up and 
move around the room. I was able to get a suet 
feeder up outside her window and we did a fair 
amount of bird watching; we did puzzles, talked, 
looked at photo albums and read books.

Mom should have been put on a bland diet 
immediately, but it took a couple of days, and 
intervention by myself and the CNAs, to ensure 
mom had the right type of food. Bananas are 
much better than french-fries in this situation 
– just saying.

Then of course as luck would have it, I came 
down with the bug and wasn’t able to be with 
mom her last 2 days of isolation. This broke my 
heart, as mom was left in her room alone ex-
cept for bathroom breaks and when meals ar-
rived. There were 3 ‘slides’ out of the chair as a 
result because mom was very antsy and wanted 
to “get” things that were just out of reach. Since 
she isn’t able to fully stand up on her own, she 
tried to move her chair to where she wanted to 
go – which landed her butt first on the floor.

To land the plane, the reality of any type of 
contagion in a managed care community – well 
just sucks and all we can do is make the best of 
the situation and advocate for our loved one. 
One of the things that we can do is have a con-
tract with a home-care agency to provide on-
demand care in these types of situations. This 
would’ve helped in mom’s last two days in isola-
tion. Forever learning….
Wishing you well, and know you are not alone.

With peace and kindness, Tonya Maurer - 
Amston Alzheimer’s Hot Line 

1-800-272-3900

Common Budget Sense
To the Editor:

East Hampton goes to the polls on Tuesday to 
vote on the budgets for the upcoming fiscal year. 
I encourage everyone to vote yes on all three 
measures: the town budget, the education bud-
get, and repaving the middle school parking lot.

The town council has worked cooperatively 
with the Boards of Education and Finance to 
craft spending plans that make prudent invest-
ments without significant increases. The

respective members consider and listen to the 
needs of all East Hampton residents.

The process isn’t perfect and disagreements 
are inevitable, especially in a year with extenu-
ating circumstances such as revaluation.

The proposed plans are solid and will ad-
equately fund our most important assets, such 
as our schools, our public safety, the lake, and 
services to seniors. In a year when towns across 
the state are proposing huge increases, the East 
Hampton proposals are

modest. They do not ask for any more than 
what is needed for the community.

I consider school funding to be an investment 
in East Hampton’s future. Today’s students are 
the taxpayers and homeowners of tomorrow. 
They need our guidance and support to become 
contributing citizens. They also need teachers 
who prepare students with the skills and knowl-
edge they will need in college, the military, the 
workforce, and the community.

The budgets will support student achieve-
ment and help retain the excellent educators we 
have in East Hampton schools. The spending 
plans promote smart community

growth and address some pressing needs, 
such as the middle school parking lot.

The budget proposals are common sense 
plans for East Hampton and continue the prog-
ress we have made. I am voting yes on Tuesday, 
and I hope you will too.

Sincerely,
Jack Solomon - East Hampton

Note: Solomon is a member of the Town Coun-
cil but is writing as an individual.
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Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF  
TRANSPORTATION

 VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
State Project No. 0172-0541  

Eastern Connecticut Accessible Pedestrian Signal Upgrades

Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Learn More & Register: portal.ct.gov/DOTEasternCT0172-0541

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn 
about the proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments 
concerning the proposed improvements. A Q&A session will immediately follow the 

presentation.

Meeting accessibility and traffic control requirements, these features are expected to 
enhance pedestrian usage at traffic signals and is intended to reduce crashes between 

pedestrians and vehicles.  

Right-of-way impacts are expected to be minimal around new pedestrian equipment and 
sidewalks at some project intersections.  

Construction is expected to start in spring 2028, depending on funding, right-of-way 
acquisition, and permits. The estimated cost is $6 million, with 90% federal funds and 

10% state funds.

The public can submit comments and questions during two-week public comment pe-
riod following meeting. Direct comments and questions by Monday, June 15, 2026, to 

Balazs Szoke at DOTProject0172-0541@ct.gov or 860-594-2020.

 ACCESSIBILITY

Non-English language closed captioning will be available on Zoom. The recording will 
also be posted following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at  

portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.

For audio access, call 877-853-5257 with Meeting ID 852 7784 2505. Project in-
formation can be mailed within one week by contacting Balazs Szoke at DOTProj-

ect0172-0541@ct.gov or 860-594-2745.

 For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services 
(TRS). Request language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance at (860) 594-

2109 at least five business days before meeting.
RE5-22-26

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

One of the most important — and sometimes stressful — parts of a real estate transaction happens after a 
seller accepts an offer: the appraisal.
When a buyer is obtaining financing, the lender typically orders an appraisal to determine whether the 
home supports the agreed-upon purchase price.
The appraiser’s job is to evaluate the property and compare it to recent sales of similar homes in the area. 
Factors such as square footage, condition, updates, lot size, location, and recent comparable sales all 
influence the final opinion of value.
If the appraisal comes in at or above the contract price, the transaction usually continues moving forward 
without issue. But when the appraisal comes in low, things can become more complicated.
A low appraisal means the lender may not finance the full contract price. At that point, buyers and sellers 
typically have several options.
The buyer may choose to bring additional cash to closing to make up the difference. The seller may agree 
to reduce the price. Sometimes both parties negotiate a compromise somewhere in the middle. In other 
situations, the deal may fall apart entirely.
This becomes especially important in competitive markets where homes are receiving multiple offers above 
asking price. Just because buyers are willing to pay a certain amount does not automatically mean the 
appraisal will support it. That is why factors such as down payment, appraisal gap coverage, and financing 
strength often matter when sellers evaluate offers.
Appraisals can also affect timing. If value is disputed, buyers may request reconsiderations or additional 
review from the lender, which can create delays in the closing process.
For sellers, the key takeaway is this: the highest offer is not always the safest offer.
Understanding appraisal risk — especially in fast-moving markets — is an important part of evaluating the 
overall strength of a transaction.
In today’s market, pricing strategy and offer structure matter just as much as the final number on paper.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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How Appraisals Affect Your Sale

Single-Family Homes
• 5 homes sold

• Average sale price: $415,000
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 106%

• Average days on market: 19 days
• Median days on market: 19 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 2 sold at an average of $398,000

• Sale-to-list ratio: 105%
• Days on market: 5 days

Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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Here We Go Again
To the Editor:

Mark Twain once said, “History doesn’t re-
peat itself, but it often rhymes.”  This story be-
gins 106 years ago in 1920, when my then-16-
year-old great-grandmother, Julia Hull Winner, 
wrote an opinion piece for her local newspaper 
calling on the citizens of her town to “Wake Up.” 
Julia later wrote a book about Belva Lockwood, Vote No!

To the Editor:
Residents should look closely at our enroll-

ment numbers and town spending.
Our schools are down approximately 151 

students from the end of the 2024 school year 
through May 2026, and enrollment continues 
to decline. With fewer students, we should be 
discussing ways to reduce and manage spending 
instead of continuing to raise the budget each 
year.

East Hampton is a small town, not a city. We 
should be operating within our means and us-
ing fiscal responsibility to manage existing re-
sources before asking residents to pay more in 
taxes year after year. The town has already op-
erated without the positions currently being re-
quested and should continue to do so.

I encourage you to carefully consider the 
long-term impact on all taxpayers.

Vote No!
Rebecca Harvey - East Hampton

Yes, Yes, Yes
To the Editor:

On Tuesday, June 2, please go to the town 
hall and vote YES to the three questions. YES to 
the general government, YES to the BOE, and 
YES to the reconstruction of the middle school 
parking lots in conjunction with the paving of 
Childs road. These budgets were well thought 
out by some of the best financial advisors in the 
world, who happen to live right here in town. 
The investment in infrastructure and education 
will continue to make Belltown the best it can 
be. Join me in voting YES, YES, YES!!! Thank 
you.

Rick Wanat - East Hampton 

Thank you!
To the Editor:

The Marlborough Preservation Society and 
the Committee on Marlborough’s American 250 
Celebration would like to thank our local spon-
sors and contributors who are helping to make 
Marlborough’s 250 Celebration possible!

American Legion - POST 197, CPP, Country 
Roads Wine & Spirits, Doug’s Barber & Styling 
Shop, Hair Sanctuary Salon & Spa, Jessica’s Gar-
den & Lobster Shack, Marlborough Bakery and 
Café, Marlborough Pizza and Restaurant, New 
China Sea, Sadler’s Ordinary Restaurant, Three 
Fellas Pizza, Village Green Pizza Restaurant, 
Zina’s Cucina, Mike Chotkowski, Marc Dusen-
berg, Susan Mcfarland, and Mark Paul.

Thank you!! For more information about our 
sponsors and Marlborough’s American 250 Cel-
ebration events, please visit our website at www.
marlboroughhistory.org

Romano Ghirlanda, MSHP
Marlborough Preservation Society

Two Choices
To the Editor:

We are living in times of extraordinary un-
certainty. Throughout Connecticut, towns are 
facing extremely difficult budget decisions. East 
Hampton is no exception. In these challenging 
times, the cost of everything is rising. Personal 
expenses such as food, housing, utilities, and 
medical care are increasing, as are our taxes to 
cover the higher cost of education, public safety 
and government services.  

When creating a budget, local leaders have 
two choices. They can choose an arbitrary line 
in the sand and eliminate services to reach a 
prescribed number, often to the detriment of 
our children’s education and our community 
as a whole. Alternatively, they can continuously 
work to find ways to decrease costs, to advo-
cate for changes in the system at the state level, 
and to put forth a carefully crafted budget that 
makes some sacrifices while still maintaining 
the integrity of our schools and our town, help-
ing this community to thrive, both now and in 
the future. The Board of Education has made a 
faithful effort to do the latter through health in-
surance adjustments, reallocation of resources, 
in-district special education services, energy 
conservation efforts, shared services with the 
town, just to name a few.

The education budget was carefully crafted by 
experienced administrators and meticulously 
reviewed by Board members. Administrators’ 
expertise lies in understanding state mandates 
and federal laws, professional certification re-
quirements, the fact that the minimum budget 
requirement is a fiscal guardrail and not the ac-
tual operational cost of running a district, and 
most importantly, the needs of our children.  
While we should all be questioning the use of 
our tax dollars, we should also be listening to 
the professionals who understand the complexi-
ties of our education system.

As individuals, we work hard each day to do 
what is best for ourselves and our families. As 
citizens, we are responsible for fostering growth 
and progress within our community, and that 
cannot happen without investment. Economic 
difficulties and inflation are real. Schools and 
local government are not immune to these chal-
lenges and rising costs. But growth and progress 
cannot happen in our education system, and 
our community, when we are forced to reduce 
staff and programming across departments. In 
fact, we can’t even maintain the status quo. In-

Flags, Flags, Flags!
To the Editor:

Did people in Marlborough see something 
patriotic happening on Saturday, May 23, and 
Sunday, May 24, in the center of town while it 
was raining? On Saturday, two Marlborough 
residents began the process of lining the Memo-
rial Day Parade route with American flags. Each 
flag was precisely the same distance from the 
street and from the next flag giving an orderly 
appearance to the display. Deb Bourbeau (Marl-
borough’s America 250 Committee) and Joe 
Asklar (Fire Marshall) installed the flags from 
the intersection of School Drive on South Main 
to Rt 66. Lending a hand for part of this process 
were two polite young men, Jake and Daniel.

On Sunday, Asklar and Bourbeau finished 

stead, we risk significant steps backwards.
Please join me in supporting our senior citi-

zens, our first responders, our children and this 
community. Vote YES on both the town and 
education budgets on June 2.

Nancy Kohler - East Hampton 
Note: Kohler is a member of the Board of Edu-

cation but is writing as an individual.

the South Main portion before heading to the 
North Main/Jones Hollow Rd. section to install 
more flags. They were joined by other helpers 
to finish the project. These helpers were Kris 
Hudock and Terry Parker from the Cemetery 
Committee (who donated the flags), Jeremy 
Billel and son Caleb from the Boy Scouts, Alan 
Laliberte from the Fire Commission, Christi 
Moraga and Louise Concodello from the Marl-
borough America 250 Committee, and Dylan 
Machowski. The process was extremely effi-
cient: measure, drill, install; measure, drill, in-
stall. Hundreds of flags were installed!

It is the hope that during this particular year, 
the 250th birthday of the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence, that these flags will be a 
reminder of the sacrifices so many have made 
on behalf of us all to live in freedom. Thanks to 
all who participated, and thanks to our residents 
for appreciating the display and its meaning.

Thank you!
Respectfully,

Deb Bourbeau and Joe Asklar - Marlborough

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
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&
Rivereast
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

No More Excuses
To the Editor:

The long-awaited Colchester Board of Educa-
tion forensic audit was released on referendum 
day. Just in time for transparency, apparently. 

I was not a fan of former Superintendent Dan 
Sullivan. I wanted him fired. 

But the forensic audit forces an uncomfort-
able conclusion: firing Sullivan for cause may 
have been much harder than I wanted to believe.

Why? Because the audit does not show a 
superintendent quietly hiding the health in-
surance reserve crisis from everyone until it 
exploded. It shows something more troubling 
for the public: elected officials were warned, pri-
vately, in the spring of 2025 that the BOE was 
not fully funding health insurance based on the 
town’s own outside consultant’s projections.

According to the audit, Sullivan said he told 
others in 2025 that the BOE was not using the 
full health insurance cost projections in prior 
budgets. The report also says spring 2025 dis-
cussions involved Sullivan, First Selectman Ber-
nie Dennler, BOE Vice Chair Chris Rivers, and 
Board of Finance member Jillian Vinci.

That matters.
If Sullivan was privately telling elected offi-

cials the health reserve was being underfunded, 
then those elected officials cannot now pretend 

An Audit's Story
To the Editor:

After fully reviewing the recently released 
forensic audit report, some things have become 
painfully clear.

First, we now know the Health Insurance Re-
serve Account was purposefully underfunded 
by Superintendent Sullivan and the school’s Fi-
nance Director in order to keep the school bud-
get artificially lower. Any talk about a “misappli-
cation of a funding formula” was not an honest 
mistake. It was deliberate.

Second, Sullivan used Health Reserve equa-
tions and line items as a dumping ground for 
completely unrelated funds in order to fudge 
budget numbers. The most unbelievable part is 
he apparently was not shy about doing either. 
He told people. Openly.

In April 2025, more than a year ago, Sullivan 
informed a meeting that included Board of Fi-
nance member Jillian Vinci and Board of Edu-
cation Vice Chairman Chris Rivers that he was 
underfunding the Health Reserve in order to 
keep budgets lower. No secrecy. No cover story. 
Just blunt honesty, which is ironic considering 
how little honesty the public received afterward.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler has openly 
stated, both in the report and at Town Meeting, 
that he knew around that same timeframe as well.

What do all three public officials have in 
common? Not one forced a change. Not one in-
formed the public.

Jillian Vinci, by her own description, is an in-
surance expert. She knew the reserve was inten-
tionally being underfunded and did nothing? 
No public warning, no Board of Finance agenda 
item, nothing.

Chris Rivers, somehow, claimed he “didn’t 
know what he was looking at.” For someone 
who has spent years on the Board of Education, 
served as Vice Chair, and wrote a book on eco-
nomics, that is an incredulous admission.

And then there’s Bernie Dennler. Yes, he lacks 
authority over the BOE. But the idea that the 
First Selectman had no ability to raise alarms or 
pressure anyone to act is absurd. He is an ex-
officio member of the Board of Finance after all. 
He sounds like the lookout who saw the iceberg 
coming and, after the Titanic sank, floated away 
yelling, “What was I supposed to do? I wasn’t 
the captain.”

The forensic audit makes one thing undeni-
able: taxpayers were failed by elected officials 
and paid administrators alike. Their refusal to 
act cost this town millions.

At what point do these people stop being “just 
volunteers” and become accountable for the 
oath they swore to protect the interests of their 
constituents?

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester
Note: LaChapelle is a member of the Republi-

can Town Committee.

Preservation in Action
To the Editor:

Cemeteries are serene fixtures in every com-
munity, preserving the memories of those who 
came before us. Their tranquil character reflects 
the eternal peace of the deceased, while the 
headstones stand defiantly against time with a 
singular purpose: to preserve memory, love, and 
history.

Despite their quiet and unassuming nature, 
cemeteries require ongoing care to protect the 
stories and memories they contain. Recently, 
the Town of Marlborough has undertaken ef-
forts to better preserve its cemeteries through 
surveys, documentation, and careful cleaning.

During a recent survey of Jones Hollow Cem-
etery, a misplaced headstone was discovered. 
The stone was not merely in the wrong plot, 
but in the wrong cemetery entirely. By referenc-

Vote No
To the Editor:

Unless you can afford to pay more taxes, 
please join me in voting NO to higher taxes on 
Tuesday, June 2 at the East Hampton Town Hall.

Melissa Engel - East Hampton
Business Owner

the first woman admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court and the first woman to appear 
on a presidential ballot. Ironically, when the 
book was presented as a commemorative gift 
at an awards ceremony, Julia herself was not 
invited. She responded with righteous indigna-
tion, asking whether a male author would have 
been treated the same way. She was a Quaker 
descended from a family that believed deeply in 
hard work, education, and social activism.

Julia’s piece in 1920 could have been written 
today.  She scolded the town’s elders, asserting, 
“Your alarm clock must have stopped.  This is 
not meant for all Gasport but for the old ‘fogies’ 
who are retired farmers and are afraid of spend-
ing a cent on anything that does not make direct 
returns to them and the parents whose children 
are too young to attend school…”  She went on 
to argue that too many of the taxpayers objected 
to school funding because they were “too stin-
gy.”  She closed with, “Making ‘our school’ the 
best school may not mean anything to you, but 
what is there to live for if not to be of some ben-
efit to someone beside yourself?” What a time-
less call to action from my great-grandmother.

I share her righteous indignation because, 
106 years later, we are still watching adults 
place their own immediate interests above the 
future of their children and communities. Last 
Wednesday’s budget defeat in Colchester was a 
vote against education, and it places our com-
munity at a critical juncture. There is no fat in 
the school budget, and every dollar cut from the 
proposed budget will have real negative impacts 
on our children, from increased class sizes to 
deeper cuts affecting world language, the mid-
dle school team system, deferred maintenance, 
and special education. The world is growing 
more complex — cutting school budgets now 
will only deepen the challenges our children 
face when they graduate.

We need every parent, grandparent, and 
neighbor who believes in these kids to pack 
the upcoming board of finance and education 
meetings — and then vote like their future de-
pends on it, because it does.

Jeremy M. McKenzie – Colchester

Re-allocate Current Staff
To the Editor:

I attended the East Hampton town Board of 
Education budget presentation and their work-
shop. There was little to no discussion regarding 
potential budget savings due to declining school 
enrollments, yet there was a very pointed dis-
cussion highlighting a projected rise in the kin-
dergarten enrollment driving the need to sup-
port an additional teaching position. It would 
seem to make better fiscal sense to re-allocate 
current staff and resources.

Gloria Standish - East Hampton

Vote Yes on June 2
To the Editor:

Did you know how much the education bud-
get costs our town per day, or per school day? I 
know I didn’t because I couldn’t think of a more 
irrelevant budget statistic if I tried. Speaking of, 
I’d like all those arguing a budget cut only means 
less money than last year, to explain that to the 
teachers and paras that get cut from employ-
ment when the amount of budgeted money will 
no longer cover their salary, and they have to 
explain to their families they need to seek new 
employment. Never mind having to explain 
that to students who may lose their favorite 
teacher, or the para that worked with them one 
on one to help them understand the classwork, 
and now the time can’t be devoted for them to 
understand. I hope you’ll join me in voting yes 
for the very reasonable, status quo budgets with 
the smallest percentage increase of all the area 
towns on June 2.

Paul Wisniewski - East Hampton 

ing historic church records, along with Charles 
Hale’s 1930s Work Progress Administration 
(WPA) cemetery inscription surveys, it was 
confirmed that the stone rightfully belonged 
in Century Cemetery. Although the mistake 
has now been corrected, the mystery remains: 
how did a headstone end up three miles from its 
original resting place?

Cleaning efforts have also led to meaningful 
discoveries, though less dramatic than a mis-
placed headstone. Through careful restoration, 
motifs of ivy and oak have reemerged, along 
with epitaphs ranging from personalized fare-
wells to Biblical verses long obscured by time 
and weather. To date, every marble monument 
in Marlboro Cemetery has been cleaned. Addi-
tionally, efforts have been made to uncover flush 
markers, an important step in properly memo-
rializing veterans whose markers were at risk of 
being lost beneath overgrown turf.

The Town of Marlborough’s continued pres-
ervation efforts aim not only to safeguard the 
memories of those interred there, but also to 
restore the cemeteries’ original character and 
historical beauty.

Zuri Lane-Griffore - Marlborough Sexton

they were blindsided. They had a duty to act. 
They had a duty to ask questions in public. They 
had a duty to protect taxpayers before the re-
serve was nearly drained. A joint reserve means 
joint responsibility. The public deserved warn-
ing.

This does not excuse Sullivan. But account-
ability cannot stop with the man who already 
left.

The audit already tells us enough. The health 
reserve was underfunded. Warnings existed. 
Key officials knew or should have known. The 
public was not told the full truth.

And yet the audit still has major gaps and 
glosses over the full history. It did not even in-
terview former Board of Education Chair Don-
na Antonacci, who has since been appointed 
to the Board of Finance. Who thought it made 
sense to appoint the former BOE Chair from the 
period of this failure to a board responsible for 
financial oversight? Where is her accountabil-
ity? Where is the accountability for officials who 
received warnings and failed to bring this crisis 
into the open?

Colchester does not need more gaslighting. It 
needs accountability. No more excuses.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Republican 

Town Committee.

Colchester Voters Must Pass 
Our Proposed Budget!

To the Editor:
If we don’t pass our proposed budget and a 

bunch of our BOE and BOF elected officials are 
in fear of not being re-elected next election, due 
to their poor past performance and they quit 
their jobs, where are we going to get $500,000 
for each one as severance pay?  This could cost 
our taxpayers millions of dollars. This is our top 
concern.

Frank Blume – Colchester
Note: I am a responsible citizen but speaking 

as a politician.
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Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE5-29-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, May 29th “Karaoke”
Friday, June 5th Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship 
Fundraiser - $20 Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner, Raffles, 

Live Entertainment “Blue Mountain Haze”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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the patio is now open!

Live Music 
w/Matt Sperzel

& Drink Specials 
Thurs. June 4

5 - 8 p.m.

65 Main St.
Hebron

ACROSS FROM XTRA MART
860-530-1670

www.BrainFreezersCT.com
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PRODUCTS OF HERSHEY CREAMERY CO. — NOT AFFILIATED WITH HERSHEY’S CHOCOLATE”

Featuring 6 Flavors of Soft Serve Frozen Yogurt, Ice Cream and Sorbet
Soft Serve Ice Cream

Hand Scooped Ice Cream
Now Featuring 14 Flavors of Hershey’s Ice Cream, 

hand scooped just for you!

Spring 
Hours

FRIDAYS, 4-8:30pm
SATURDAYS 1-8pm
SUNDAYS 1-8pm

Milkshakes
Create your own twisted milkshake

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE5-15-26

Family owned & operated

10 Oz. Of King Crab, 
1 Lobster Tail & 
2 Sea Scallops

with 2 sides

Served
Daily in May!

Call or stop in for a menu today!

SPRING SPECIAL!
Kings are Back!

Cost Savings at Hebron DPW
To the Editor:

The DPW Action Committee meeting on 
May 19 was full of positive developments for 
this vital project. The decision by the Town 
Council and the DPW Action Committee to 
investigate a reduced construction plan, focus-
ing on the rebuilding of the DPW garage, main-
tenance building and salt shed, is a major step 
forward and offers the potential for tremendous 
cost savings. Setting these structures as priori-
ties illustrates a clear awareness of the needs of 
the town as well as the need to keep the impact 
to the taxpayers as low as possible.

The new plans being created by Silver Petru-
celli + Associates will focus on the most impor-
tant structures and leave the transfer station in 
its current configuration. This option will likely 
lead to a sizable reduction in the cost of site 
preparation and infrastructure. It also opens 
the door to a staggered phase of expenses that 
will allow the community to slowly absorb the 
costs. Once the immediate and critical needs of 
a new garage facility are met, the opportunity 
to reorganize the transfer station may become 
available in the future.

The DPW Action Committee is also explor-
ing the potential of eliminating the animal con-
trol facility and engaging in a regional facility. 
This can be a significant savings in construction 
costs by eliminating one entire structure and a 
second septic system. An added benefit is that 
this may also lead to annual savings by the shar-
ing of operating costs.

In addition to these two major offsets, the 
DPW Action Committee is getting closer to an 
agreement with the Town of Colchester to cre-
ate a temporary transfer station for Hebron res-
idents. The preliminary plans suggest Hebron 
residents will continue to be able to handle their 
own trash and recycling in the same fashion as 
we do today. Perhaps more importantly for the 
cost to taxpayers, Hebron DPW workers will 
also be able to handle the trash and recycling 
the same way as well. This will be a tremendous 
savings and eliminate the huge expense project-
ed for outsourcing curbside waste pick up.

The DPW project is vital for the communi-
ty and creating the most responsible plan has 
been the goal of the DPW Action Committee 
for many years now. These exciting new options 
clearly illustrate the desire of the DPW Action 
Committee and the Town Council to create the 
best DPW facility at the lowest possible cost.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Enough Is Not Enough
To the Editor:

Why did the Budget NOT pass? One factor 
could be that in Feb there was a $19 Million 
referendum for the athletic fields updates while 
there was a major short fall in the Health Insur-
ance plans. The audit shows there were errors 
and malfeasance that occurred, that is in the 
past. But we can learn from that, that is when it 
comes to running a Town or a Board of Educa-
tion all items in their budgets must be reviewed 
with serious intent to take proper actions. I be-
lieve in order to make the budgets pass in an ef-
ficient and effective manner in which it meets 
the needs of the community and allows a sat-
isfactory running of the establishments there 
must be a complete review of each budgets line 
items anything above 5% should be taken into 
consideration for reduction.

Yes, there were several drafts for the budget 
and each time it was thought this is enough. 
Well apparently enough was not enough as both 
budgets did not pass. And so now more review 
and action must take place

I looked at the budget’s line items - especially 
the BOE Budget and noticed many had 7% in-
creases and several had 10% to 15% increases 
one had a more than a 70% increase that was a 
$24,000 increase for one person. I don’t know 
how that can be justified but certainly the BOE 
members should scrutinize that line item and 
ask themselves how and why that could happen. 
Although the Town budget line items are not as 
blatantly abusive, I am sure there are some line 
items that could be scrutinized, for instance an 
increase of more than 23% ($25,000) for the 1st 
selectman’s salary is not acceptable even if justi-
fied that he started with a lower than par salary. 
A 10% increase may be justified.

I am glad to see that the 1st selectman said it 
is time to listen to the community and he looks 
forward to their input. One way to get this input 
could be to set up a special hot line email, or 
placing suggestion boxes at town hall or on the 
green. I have now given my thoughts. Let’s hope 
many others give their thoughts. I really want to 
see the budget pass but again, the goal should be 
budgets that meet the real needs of community 
while maintaining good government.

Ralph Bianco – Colchester

Take a Lesson from Elon
To the Editor:

Elon Musk defines “The Algorithm” as a five 
step principle of SpaceX: make less dumb, de-
lete, optimize, accelerate, automate. (WSJ 5/23) 
The Algorithm has propelled SpaceX to the stars 
and beyond. Musk realized to meet his goals he 
needed new and innovative ideas for less money.

I wish our East Hampton school system had 
a mind set to propel them to new heights with 
smarter ideas, delete where possible, optimize 
what they have, accelerate, and automate.

While serving on the Board of Finance ev-
ery new idea was met with, “We can’t do that,” 
and excuses. How far do you think Musk would 
have gotten with a “we can’t” attitude?

The superintendent is quoted as saying “give 
me a chance to do the work”. I’d hope part of 
that work is to advance new money saving ideas 
to propel the students to the stars. If your atti-
tude is we can’t do it and that won’t work noth-
ing will change.

As Bob Yenkner wrote in last week’s River 
East, if there is a surplus and an infusion of new 
funds from the state, why are they asking for in-
creased funding from the taxpayers?

Be less dumb, delete, optimize, innovate, try 
new ideas and maybe you’ll be surprised at how 
far it will take you.

Vote No on tax increases to tell the BOE to 
be smarter.

Alannah Coshow - East Hampton

“Only” $26 More
To the Editor:

This proposed increase is being discussed 
by some officials and town members as “only” 
about $26 more per month for taxpayers. But 
residents know this is not just about one year 
or one increase. It is the compounded effect of 
budgets and property taxes rising year after year, 
with little acknowledgment of what that does to 
families trying to stay afloat in this town.

For many residents, this is not about one iso-
lated increase. Over the last decade, taxes and 
budgets have continually trended upward. Peo-
ple on fixed incomes or carefully planned retire-
ment budgets may have moved to East Hamp-
ton in a financially stable position, only to find 
the cost of remaining here becoming harder and 
harder to sustain.

At some point, we have to recognize that af-
fordability is not a secondary concern. It is a pri-
mary need. When a household budget exceeds 
income, families do not simply say, “Oh well, 
this is important,” and demand the bank hand 
them more money. They tighten their belts, cut 
costs, delay wants, and focus on just the essen-
tials.

Our town government should not only reflect 
that same mindset, but also work toward avoid-
ing increases rather than continually expecting 
them year after year.

Residents of East Hampton are not against 
schools, services, or a thriving community. We 
all want our town to succeed. But a thriving 
town also requires residents who can continue 
to afford living here. Asking taxpayers to absorb 
continual increases while dismissing concerns 
as selfish or short-sighted is unfair and out of 

Vote Yes
To the Editor:

As a mom to two kids in East Hampton Mid-
dle School, and the PTO Vice President, I have 
been involved, not just in my children’s educa-
tion, but in the whole school community. What 
my husband and I have experienced as parents, 
and what I have seen throughout the school 
leaves me in awe of our teachers and staff. The 
school has made measurable progress in aca-
demics, arts and music, athletics, and in the 
courses offered to our students.

We can’t afford to abandon that progress 
through a failed budget referendum on June 2.

Looking back on the year at EHMS, as well 
as all our schools in the district, I am so proud 
to enroll my kids here. Listen to the band or 
chorus: teachers are maximizing our students’ 
talents and helping them develop as true artists. 
I hope you had a chance to see productions like 
Willy Wonka, Beetlejuice Jr., or Mamma Mia! 
The kids nailed their performances and gave ev-
eryone something to truly enjoy.

At the middle school, the addition of the 
Family and Consumer Sciences courses has 
been a game changer. Yes, students are enjoying 
learning to cook, but they are also developing 
personal skills that they will utilize throughout 
their lifetimes.

As the budget proposal stands, we don’t gain 

East Hampton Budget
To the Editor:

East Hampton does not have the tax base to 
support ongoing increases in funding education 
year after year without relying on homeowners. 
Our town does not have the company tax base 
to support such increases. The BOE should look 
at administrative staffing reductions as a means 
to cut costs. Also, make sure that you visit our 
town website to plug in your revaluation tax 
numbers to see your new annual tax amount 
effective in July. You may be astonished at the 
increase. Vote NO on the education budget.

Thanks,
Jim Radavich - East Hampton

Republican Board of Finance Member  

Vote No on all
East Hampton Budgets

To the Editor:
I’m voting no on the town’s operations bud-

get, the Board of Education budget and the 
proposed parking lot paving project because 
the taxpayers desperately need relief. This year 
many of us are facing significant property tax 
increases due to a very unbalanced revaluation 
process. As an example, somehow my modest 
home, which needs significant repairs, is con-
sidered to be worth more than the island resort 
in the middle of the lake one of the East Hamp-
ton Town Council members owns. The revalua-
tion needs to be audited, and perhaps the bud-
gets in town do too.

Join me in voting NO on June 2 at the Town 
Hall. 

Bryon Turner - East Hampton

anything new by voting yes. The positions we 
lost last year and the programs that were cut 
will not return. However, if we do not pass the 
budget, we risk deeper cuts with heavy impact 
across all our schools.

I want to see our progress continue and stu-
dents continue to shine. I’ll be voting yes on 
June 2, and I hope East Hampton will join me in 
passing the budget on the first try.

Sincerely,
Shelby Colwell - East Hampton
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touch with the financial realities many families 
face.

It is time to seriously pursue cost reductions 
and spending priorities that reflect both the 
needs of the town and the ability of residents to 
sustain them. If town budget officials can con-
tinually return to taxpayers for additional fund-
ing, then taxpayers can certainly expect them to 
do the hard work of returning to the drawing 
board to find meaningful reductions. Let’s bring 
this budget back to a more sustainable level.

VOTE NO on June 2.
Shannon Turner - East Hampton

A Vibrant
Growing Community?

To the Editor:
The upcoming June 2 Budget Referendum not 

only establishes the 2026-2027 spending priorities 
but could change its perception as a very desirable 
place to reside. If you don’t think so, look at the 
types and costs of new homes being built here. 
The Referendum is your opportunity to express 
approval or rejection of the next fiscal year spend-
ing plan for our General Government department 
operations (Administration & Finance, Health & 
Human Services, Public Works, Regulatory, Cul-
ture & Recreation) and Education for our children. 
To adopt the Budget, voter approval of the bifur-
cated budget questions, General Government and 
Board of Education, is required. To those opposed 
to public spending except for the most minimal 
of services, their outcry is usually to cut waste but 
rarely identify specific acceptable programs.

Many citizens have written Letters to the Editor, 
correcting Mr. Hintz’s interpretation of the State 
Department of Education regulations concerning 
MBR (Minimum Budget Requirement) and local 
impact should significant reductions occur. (See 
Letters from Joan N. Scott & Katrina Ruggiero 
5/2/26). I won’t dwell on that, only to say if you 
follow Mr. Hintz and others such as Mr. Bryon 
Turner’s recommendation of cutting the Board 
of Education Budget by upwards to $2.6 million, 
East Hampton would be so severely impacted that 
such actions would destroy our excellent schools 
first and the rest of our town soon thereafter. Who 
would want to live in a dying community?

My family has a long history in East Hampton 
since first settled in the 1700s. My ancestors, as am 
I, were sensitive to the cost of property tax, but we 
have always been forward thinking. I write articles 
about East Hampton’s past. That doesn’t mean I 
want to live as they did then.

Please study the budget before casting your vote 
on June 2. Look at all the facts, ask questions and 
get truthful answers, especially the impact it will 
have on your family’s future. Consider as some 
have pointed out, have the financial where-with-
all to send their children to private schools. I ap-
plaud their success and their ability to make those 
decisions, but not at the expense of all the other 
children in our town. Obviously they believe Bud-
gets could or should be cut reducing their taxes to 
make up for personal lifestyle decisions.

Dean Markham - Chairman East Hampton 
Town Council

Three Questions.
One Clear Answer: No

To the Editor:
One of the biggest misconceptions during 

budget season is the claim that questioning 
spending growth somehow means wanting cuts 
to services. That simply is not true. No one dis-
putes that costs rise. Health insurance increases, 
fuel costs rise, contracts go up, and supplies 
become more expensive every year. The issue 
is not whether expenses increase. The issue is 
whether taxpayers should automatically be ex-
pected to fund every increase without govern-
ment first examining priorities, efficiencies, and 
unnecessary spending.

Over the last two weeks, I have written about 
two important realities. First, increased expens-
es do not automatically justify increased bud-
gets. If your household income stays the same 
while expenses rise, you have not taken a pay 
cut. Families make these decisions every day, 
delaying purchases, reducing less important 
spending, and prioritizing needs over wants. 
Government should not be exempt from mak-
ing the same difficult decisions

 Ironically, one council member even suggest-
ed residents should consider cutting vacations, 
dining out, or streaming services in order to af-
ford higher taxes. That completely misses the 
point. The question should not be how much 
more residents are willing to sacrifice to support 
government spending. The question should be 
what government is willing to sacrifice before 
asking taxpayers to give more.

Second, Connecticut’s own laws recognize 
that budgets are not designed to increase for-
ever. The state’s Minimum Budget Requirement 
specifically allows flexibility under certain cir-
cumstances, including declining enrollment 
and operational efficiencies. Unfortunately, 
Democratic leadership continues to rely on the 
same playbook we saw last year: warnings that 
questioning spending growth will somehow 
lead to devastating consequences for services 
and our community. We heard the same claims 
then, and residents responded with one of the 
largest budget vote turnouts in recent memory 
to reject it. Apparently, that message has not yet 
been heard.

Now taxpayers are also being asked to ap-
prove additional spending for repaving the 
middle school parking lot. While maintenance 
matters, priorities matter more. Before adding 
new spending projects, we should first get our 
financial house in order. On June 2, make your 
voice heard. If you believe we need greater ac-
countability, better prioritization, and a more 
responsible approach to spending, please join 
me in voting NO on all three budget questions.

Ted Hintz - East Hampton Town Councilor

No More “It’s Just…”
To the Editor:

From on high you often hear, “It’s just X dol-
lars more” a month or a year depending on how 
you pay your property tax. We have “it’s just a 
burger and a beer a week” or “it’s our children’s 
future” or any other excuse for justifying the in-
creased property tax year after year.

We have all had enough with the “it’s just” 
every year. “Justs” add up and now the taxes 
are unaffordable for many Town residents. And 
what are we getting for these “justs?” Not much. 
So just vote NO and see what a difference your 
voice can make.

Alison Walck - East Hampton
Note: Walck is a member of the East Hampton 

Board of Finance.

Budgets
To the Editor: 

Expenses can go up, expenses can go down. 
Expenses do not change the fact when a bud-
get is higher than last year, there is a budget in-
crease. Period.

Ray Zatorski - East Hampton

Think About It
To the Editor:

In last week’s paper, every letter wanting to 
increase taxes was from a Democrat. Think 
about that.

Richard Brow - East Hampton

East Hampton Residents
Deserve Better

To the Editor:
There has been a tremendous focus of late on 

the Water Pollution Control Authority and the 
lack of transparency regarding the proposed 
expansion of the water treatment plant. Some 
have called for town leadership to be dismissed. 
Any evaluation of job performance should also 
include a more comprehensive review of other 
town issues hidden from the public’s eye.

As a case in point, consider the following 
botched failure to maintain our published zon-
ing requirements. In the fall of 2022, a large 
detached 2 bay garage was constructed on Terp 
Road. A call to the Building Department un-
covers that no permit was taken out. A site visit 
shuts down completion of the project pending 
proper applications. Lo and behold, turns out 
there are setback violations. Variance was re-
quested in 2023 and was denied. Next a modi-
fied building permit was submitted to reduce 
the structure size by 8 ft to conform with the 
setback requirement.

Fast forward to late 2024 when I inquired 
about the status of this issue and am told by the 
Land Use Department that there are “things in 
the works” to achieve compliance. Employee 
turnover within some of these departments 
next adds to the problem. Inquiry next made in 
September of 2025 and Land Use Department 
advised that the prior Building Official had stat-
ed that the structure size had been reduced. I 
advised that is not the case and am ultimately 
told that a three-year statute of limitations may 
preclude any further action on this structure.

The last chapter of this story involves the case 
file being sent to the Towns Attorney for review 
and determination of possible next steps in No-
vember of 2025. Numerous follow ups made 

over the next few months and officially notified 
in May of 2026 that essentially the Town can-
not proceed with any additional enforcement 
actions.

Is this really the best that we can do? Staffing 
turnover needs to be addressed in a timely man-
ner with a clearer picture regarding the status 
of open issues for incoming staff. E-mail and 
phone call response times require vast improve-
ments. Otherwise, situations like this become 
a waste of Town staff time, resources and ulti-
mately results in resident frustration with Town 
Government. You can and must do better.

Guy Glaude – East Hampton

School Start Times &
Importance of Sleep

To the Editor:
I believe school schedules should be pushed 

back, to benefit the needs of students’ sleep. The 
American Academy of Sleep Medicine recom-
mends that adolescence gets 8-10 hours of sleep 
each night. Yet statistics show that a majority of 
students aren’t getting that amount of sleep they 
need. This isn’t because of poor time manage-
ment nor about screen time; during adolescence 
teenagers go through a biological shift in their 
circadian clocks that naturally delays sleep cy-
cles. This makes an almost impossible schedule 
of balancing necessary sleep hours, with school 
and extracurricular activities. 

Forcing students into early school start times 
combats their biological clocks, leading to aca-
demic disadvantages. Sleep deprivation hinders 
the ability for a student to be able to focus and 
learn. It also takes a toll physically. People who 
do not sleep enough may have a higher risk of 
coronary heart disease, stroke, and high blood 
pressure. When you sleep, a particular type of 
immune cell works harder, and without that 
proper amount of sleep, people are more likely 
to get colds or other infections. Our bodies use 
sleep to rebuild muscles, prevent infections, and 
help our brains work better, critical for students 
in growing bodies. 

Also, shifting school start times will not only 
be beneficial to students’ health, but it would 
also decrease absence rates. Schools across the 
nation have been adjusting their start times 
to align better with science, and the personal 
needs of students. I hope you highly consider 
pushing back start times, to benefit the needs 
and performance of students. 

Sincerely, 
Lily Koziol – Colchester

More Debunked Myths
To the Editor:

We are days away from the June 2 East Hamp-
ton budget referendum. Let’s debunk some 
more myths.

Student achievement doesn’t justify educa-
tion spending.

East Hampton students are succeeding in ac-
ademics, arts, athletics, and citizenship. Assess-
ment scores across the disciplines are well above 
state averages. We are finally approaching or ex-
ceeding the proficiency level before the COVID 
learning loss. Scores are rising steadily in lan-
guage arts, math, and science across grades 3-8 
in assessments.

Likewise, high school students exceed state 
levels on the SAT. We continue to see excellent 
enrollment in advanced placement and early 
college experience courses, with students earn-
ing transferrable credits. Our graduates are get-
ting into their top choices for college or finding 
success in careers or service.

For some students, achievement is not about 
academics. Perhaps it’s playing a role in a mu-
sical at Center, the Middle School, or the High 
School. Maybe it’s earning a varsity letter. Any-
one who attended a game, musical, or concert 
can tell you that East Hampton kids are shining.

Our schools need to do more with less.
Exactly how much less? Educators are our 

most important asset, and they are working 
miracles in Belltown schools. They purchase 
their own supplies, make themselves avail-
able constantly to families, and build their own 
skillsets to become even better educators, even 
as the number of students in their classrooms 
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BOS Pauses Setting Mill Rate After State Aid
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen met on May 20 
for a regularly scheduled meeting where they set 
public hearings for five different items, adopted 
several department-level operating budgets for 
the upcoming fiscal year, and heard updates from 
Public Works chief Jason Morrocco and Parks 
and Recreation head Andy Dionne.

However, they put off setting the mill rate until 
a later date, as they wait to hear on some final de-
tails that remain unclear around additional state 
funding that will become available to the town.

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican, 
thanked voters for turning out for the recent 
budget referendum and school consolidation 
vote. Both passed decisively, and Pelton said that 
he considered the 32% turnout, in a non-federal 
election vote, to be unprecedented.

“We never get that at a non-presidential elec-
tion, it just doesn’t happen,” he said, adding that 
he believed that the high turnout came from 
people understanding the school's plan well. The 
town had organized several in-person events and 
launched explanatory websites to educate the 
public on the issue and Pelton said he believed it 
made a difference. 

“People voted for a project that made sense to 
them,” he said.

Council members voted unanimously to adopt 
several operating budgets for animal control, 
youth services, resource recovery, building main-
tenance, roads and parks and recreation. They 
also heard updates from the Parks and Recreation 
department.

Dionne, the Parks and Recreation Director, 
mentioned that the Portland Sports Hall of Fame 

would be receiving nominations for the Class of 
2026 through July 15, noting that the hall of fame 
had been “defunct” since 2009, so there was a lot 
of catching up to do. 

He also highlighted the Rec Department’s 
many youth programs, including summer kids’ 
programs and Kids’ Blast, the town’s after school 
child care program, which he noted was “the best 
of both worlds, [because] it’s a revenue generator 
and an essential service.”

Dionne also said that the department had set 
up an adult co-ed softball team, was continu-
ing its tradition of Fun Runs, and that they were 
working on setting up a boating class with an 
instructor from the State Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection (DEEP).

Morrocco, the Public Works Director, noted 
that it was recently Public Works Week, calling 
public works workers, including building main-
tenance, grounds, water and sewer, fleet mainte-
nance and resource and recovery workers, “un-
sung heroes who keep our town running every 
day.”

“Much of their work happens behind the 
scenes and often goes unnoticed,” he said, “but 
their efforts are essential to the health, safety and 
daily operations of our community.”

A fair amount of time at the meeting was spent 
discussing the next steps forward now that the 
state has passed its budget, along with some extra 
aid available to towns. 

This aid, according to a press release from the 
governor’s office, “is designed to close critical 
funding gaps in school budgets and town financ-
es without forcing communities to raise property 

taxes. By targeting these dollars directly at the 
gaps straining local budgets and school systems, 
this state funding gives municipalities the breath-
ing room they need to stabilize or even reduce 
mill rates, addressing the affordability concerns 
that so many Connecticut residents and commu-
nity leaders have raised.”

Portland is set to receive an additional $527,951 
in education aid, and an extra $52,900 in town 
funding, but the details about how that funding 
needs to be allocated are somewhat hazy. Super-
intendent of Schools Charles Britton argued in 
favor of that additional $527,951 for education 
being added into the school budget, in part to off-
set the approved education budget’s approximate 
$200,000 deficit. 

While the town is required to spend that ad-
ditional aid on “education purposes,” said Britton, 
it can be used for a wide range of purposes, in-
cluding equipment, supplies, and staffing. He did 
also say that he believed that the town could, if it 
wanted to, choose to reduce the town’s allocation 
to the Board of Education in that amount instead, 
though he added that he hoped the town would 
at least cover the deficit on the approved budget.

Some of the language in the state legislation 
may not have been fully clear, and several se-
lectmen were concerned about the uncertainty. 
Pelton said there were “too many unknowns” for 
him. 

Both Pitruzzello and Jim Tripp, a Democrat, 
expressed concern about not taking every oppor-

tunity to provide relief to taxpayers, with Tripp 
adding that he was sympathetic to the school dis-
trict’s challenges with health insurance costs and 
inflation concerns.

Eventually, the board decided to table one of 
the issues at hand, opting to hold off on setting 
the mill rate until June 3, so they can get the most 
current information on this aid and use that in-
formation to determine how it may affect bud-
gets.

The June meeting will be a busy one. In addi-
tion to any regular business, the Board of Select-
men will hold several public hearings on issues 
that the board expressed its support for. 	

Those issues include a lease agreement with 
Saybrook Reading and Educational Specialists, 
which will allow the town to lease part of the 
secondary school to a company that will provide 
specialized education services. Another Board of 
Education lease agreement also involves educa-
tion and will allow the town to lease its 259 Main 
Street property to NAICED, a company that will 
run the district’s post-secondary transition pro-
gram. 

The town also set public hearings for its sup-
plemental capital plan improvements appropria-
tions and supplemental appropriation for over-
time related to snow removal during this past 
year’s heavy snow season.

The next Board of Selectmen meeting, along 
with all those public hearing items, will be held 
on June 3. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted; for more 
information or to register, call 860-342-6761. 
Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Visit 
www.portlandct.org/senior-services for more 
information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is June 1.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 6/1: Light Aerobics, 
free event, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.; Watercolor 
Class, 9:30 a.m., for more information contact 
Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.com; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation 
(must fill out form). Menu: BLT on whole wheat 
bread, corn and potato chowder, milk, orange 
cup; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 
p.m.; SyncoCize II, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to 
instructor. 

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free. Monday, June 1: Heart 
of Health & Community Wellness Series: This 
free event will now run the first Monday of each 
month. This series will include a blood pressure 
clinic from 10-11 a.m. and a Chatting with Cha-
tham Health wellness presentation from 10:45-
11:15 a.m.

Monday, June 1: Technology workshop, 11 
a.m. The topic for this session will be AI and the 
positive impacts it can provide individually and 
collectively.

Monday, June 8: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 
and Nature Program: Lovely Lavender Work-
shop, 1 p.m. Fee is $20. 

Wednesday, June 10: Bingo with Sean from 
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 11: Sweet Treats and Con-
versation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. This 
month’s community leaders are to be deter-
mined. 

Friday, June 12: Family History Fun with 
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, June 13: Strawberry Festival at 
Olde Mystic Village. Leave the Center at 10 a.m. 
There is a $5 ride fee. 

Monday, June 15: Veterans Benefits Work-
shop, 10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs 
and services offered to veterans and surviving 
spouses. 

Wednesday, June 17: Walking Club, 9 a.m. 
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and 
the Air Line Trail.

Friday, June 19: Center closed for Juneteenth. 
Monday, June 22: Technology workshop, 11 

a.m. The topic for this session will be MyChart.
Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-

sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke.

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children 
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-
vated classroom, and the middle school class 
will meet in the youth room. Infant through 
Pre-K children will enjoy playtime and an age-
appropriate lesson.

Join the church Saturday, May 30 for a dish-

ing tournament at Camp Ingersol. The camp is 
partnering with the Men’s Followship Group. 
The tournament is 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. There 
are three age categories: 3-6 years, 7-10 years 
and 11-15 years. If you are interested in com-
ing or have questions, email Beau Doherty at 
dohertyr400@gmail.com.

 For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, 
Base Camp is open to children entering grades 
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering 
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Boating Certification Course: Wednesday, 
June 3, and Thursday, June 4, 4-8 p.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Babysitting CPR/Safety Training: Thursday, 
June 4, 4-9 p.m., at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. The HSI Child & Babysitting Safety 
(CABS) training program is intended primarily 
for teenagers and others who are planning to 
provide babysitting services for young children 
and infants.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 

Buck-Foreman Community Center.
Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 

K-2): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 4-5 p.m., at 
Portland West Golf Course.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 
3-5): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 5:15-6:15 p.m., at 
Portland West.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 
6-8): Tuesdays, June 16-July 7, 5-6 p.m., at Port-
land West.

Ladies Summer Golf Clinic for Beginners 
with Gerry: Tuesdays, June 16-July 14, 6:15-
7:15 p.m., at Portland West.

Slamma-Jamma Summer Basketball Camp: 
Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m.-2:15 
p.m., at Brownstone Intermediate School. Open 
to children in grade 3-8.

Dog License Renewal, Search for “Top Dog”
The Portland Town Clerk’s office is once again 

accepting donations of dog and cat food as part 
of the office’s annual contest to determine which 
dog will wear the number one dog tag for the 
upcoming year. The pet food collected will go to 
the Portland Food Bank, for those in temporary 
need.

Entry is easy, just donate cans/ bags of dog 
or cat food when registering your dog at the 
Town Clerk’s Office in June. For each can/ bag 
donated, your dog will earn a ticket for a draw-
ing to be held at 4 p.m. on June 30. Limit of 16 
entries per dog, although additional donations 
are greatly appreciated. The first three tickets 
chosen will receive the #1, #2, and #3 dog tags.

All dog owners must obtain a license or renew 

their current licenses between June 1 and June 
30 for the dog license year beginning July 1. A 
recent state law also requires an owner of a dog 
going to a kennel to be licensed. The state-man-
dated registration fee is $8 for a spayed/ neu-
tered dog, and $19 for a non-spayed/ non-neu-
tered dog. Certificate of spayed/ neutered must 
be provided for first time licenses to receive the 
$8 fee amount. A rabies vaccination certificate 
must also be provided for first time licenses or if 
the previous vaccination has expired. After July 
1, a $1 monthly penalty will apply.

More information can be found at www.port-
landct.org/licenses-certificates or contact the 
Town Clerk’s Office at (860) 342-6743.

YFS News and Notes
Portland Youth and Family Services (YFS) 

has announced the following items of interest. 
Call YFS at 860-342-6758 for more information.

Rent Rebate Program 2026: YFS is process-
ing rent rebates for Portland residents. Call for 
information and an appointment.

Blast-Off to Summer: June 25, 4-6 p.m., at 
the Town Green (between Senior Center and 
the Library). Come celebrate with activities 
including a petting zoo, face-painting, bounce 
house and more. 

Power-Up Portland – Prevention and Well-
ness: The mission of Power-Up Portland is to 
prevent substance abuse among the youth of 
our community. Community programs are or-
ganized to foster health and wellness, provide 
education and help everyone understand how 
to support people in recovery. All are invited the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Buck Foreman Community Center. Call YFS for 
more information. 

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the 
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3 
p.m. – both in the church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Resident Graduates
Ashley K. Benham of Portland recently 

graduated from the University of Scranton in 
Scranton, Pa. She received a Doctor of Physical 
Therapy degree in physical therapy.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

25 Silver Street, Portland
860-342-4273

PORTLAND 
TRANSMISSION

Complete Transmission  
Service and Auto Repair

• Domestic
• Standard
• Automatic  
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• Light Trucks
• 4x4
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Sports Hall of Fame
Portland Parks and Recreation is part-

nering with the Portland Sports Hall of 
Fame to accept nominations for the class 
of 2026. 

Nominations can be submitted to the 
Parks and Recreation Department digitally 
through its website, portland.recdesk.com 
(look for the Sports Hall of Fame entry in 
the program listings), or in person at the of-
fice, located at 265 Main St.

Nominations are due July 15.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration is now open. 
The state is moving to new birthday cutoffs 

for soccer teams. Players will be grouped ac-
cording to birthdays on or after Aug. 1 of each 
year with kids born up to July 31 of the fol-
lowing year. The state has implemented a new 
registration system. When you log in at clubs.
bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub, the reg-
istration system will ask for your player’s infor-
mation, including birthdate. New Travel players 
will need to upload a birth certificate for age 
verification.

Travel Season: Register by Friday, June 12.  
Cost is $170. Late registrations are not guaran-
teed a spot on a travel team. New players will re-
ceive uniforms, included in the registration fee. 
The season begins in September and runs until 
late October or early November. Evaluations 
are mandatory and are held at the Portland Rec 
Complex; dates and times will be announce. 
Players bring cleats, shin guards, a water bottle, 
and an appropriately sized ball. Please do not 
wear any gear with any local children’s soccer 
club logos.

Travel is for the following groups of play-
ers by birthdate: U9: 8/1/2017 to 7/31/2018; 

U10: 8/1/2016 to 7/31/2017; U11: 8/1/2015 
to 7/31/2016; U12: 8/1/2014 to 7/31/2015; 
U13: 8/1/2013 to 7/31/2014; U14: 8/1/2012 to 
7/31/2013.

Rec Season: Registrations will be due in late 
August or early September. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 
an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Rec is for the following groups of play-
ers by birthdate: U4: 8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 
(PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); 
U6: 8/1/2020 to 7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 
8/1/2019 to 7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 
to 7/31/2019 (Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis for both Travel and Rec soccer.

For additional questions about Travel and 
Rec soccer, contact Chad Wilson (president) at 
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; Chris Donahue (rec-
reational director) at Donahuecj@sbcglobal.net; 
or Jeffrey LaBonte (assisting with registrations) 
at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Annual Juneteenth Celebration Returns
Portland’s Committee on Solidarity/June-

teenth invites all to the annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration on Saturday, June 20, from noon-5 
p.m., at Portland Middle School. This marks the 
eighth year the Portland community has hosted 
this event. 

Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery 
in America. On June 19, 1865 a Union Army 
general informed over 250,000 enslaved Black 
people in Texas that slavery had been abolished 
at the end of the Civil War.  They learned that 
two and a half years before, Abraham Lincoln 
had issued the Emancipation Proclamation, de-
claring that “all persons held as slaves…hence-
forth shall be free.” In 1979, Texas was the first 

state to make Juneteenth an official holiday; sev-
eral others followed suit over the years. In June 
2021, Congress passed a resolution establishing 
Juneteenth as a federal holiday.

The celebration will begin at noon in the 
auditorium with presentations from Barbara 
Shaw, from Voices of Portland; Eric Grant, the 
first and only Black police officer in Portland; 
and Robert Jefferson, from the Black History in 
Middletown project.  There will be live music by 
the band At Last, and a variety of vendors from 
Black-owned businesses. There will be food to 
enjoy, and free ice cream for a sweet treat. 

Families are encouraged to bring their kids, 
who can enjoy games and other activities.

Quarry Celebration,
Makers Fair

The Brownstone Quorum and Portland Parks 
and Recreation Department are hosting the 
2026 Quarry Celebration Day & Makers Fair on 
Saturday, May 30, at Portland’s Riverfront Park, 
284 Brownstone Ave. The event will run from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, May 31, is the rain date.

This year’s event will feature over 80 artisan 
craft vendors selling their products, musical en-
tertainment on the park stage headlined by the 
Steve Donavan Trio, 10 exhibiting civic groups 
including Nordic Spa previewing the soon-to-
be-open spa, and five food trucks with a variety 
of meals.

Parking and admission are free. Handicapped 
parking will be available.

All proceeds go toward further improve-
ments to the Riverfront Park and surroundings.

River Bend Landing
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Portland's residents have long awaited the 
culmination of this town wide vision, opening 
up the opportunity to enjoy Portland's expan-
sive riverfront for non-motorized watercraft 
along with other opportunities such as fishing, 
hiking, picnicking and other recreational usage. 
All are welcome to join the town on Saturday, 
June 6 at 10 a.m. on 241 Airline Avenue. State 
and local officials will be on hand to share con-
gratulatory words before the ribbon is cut to of-
ficially open the park.

Library Meeting,
Book Collection 

The 2026 Annual Meeting of the Friends of 
the Portland Library is on June 1 at 7 p.m. in 
the Mary Flood Room at the Library. Officers 
will be elected and any items brought before the 
board will be transacted. All members of the 
Friends of the Portland Library are invited to 
attend.  

Also, the Friends remind the community that 
the next Book Collection Day will be on June 13 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Bring your previously loved 
books, CDs, DVDs, puzzles and games that are 
in saleable condition. Volunteers will be at the 
back door of the library to assist with donations. 

Business of the Quarter… The Portland Economic Development Commission has 
awarded Hometown Garage for the Portland Business of the Quarter. Hometown 
Garage was nominated for its professional service and pricing. The nomination 
form, submitted by a resident to the EDC, told a story of Hometown Garage order-
ing parts and repairing a vehicle for a veteran at the last minute in order for him 
to participate in the Memorial Day parade.

St. Mary Church News & Notes

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall. Classes normally 
meet twice a month at 10:15 a.m. following 
worship. 

Adult Education and discussion takes place 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Men’s Ministry: Zion is initiating a Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. Call 
Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for additional de-

tails.
Sponsored Trip to Lancaster PA: Deluxe mo-

torcoach trip to Lancaster, four days five nights, 
meals included. Oct. 26 to Oct. 30. Admission 
to several shows and tours of both Philadelphia 
and Lancaster included. The cost is $765, double 
occupancy. Contact Barbara Show at 860-262-
3531 for additional details and reservations. A 
deposit of $75 is due by June 27.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 
45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments. Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-

2308 to make arrangements. Marriages: Contact 
the office at 860-342-2328 to make an appoint-
ment with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Exchange Club
 Seeks New Members 

 The Exchange Club of Portland is looking for 
new members.

The club started in 1945 and, through such 
projects as the Exchange Club Golf Tourna-
ment, Touch-A-Truck, Bingo Nights, the “Give 
a Kid a Flag” program, and food concessions at 
the Portland Fair, it is able to help various chari-
ties and awareness programs. These include 
Middlesex Hospital Family Advocacy, New Ho-
rizons Domestic Violence Prevention Group, 
Portland Food Bank, Middlesex Hospital Hos-
pice, Portland Fuel Bank, and scholarships for 
Portland students.

If interested in joining, and for more infor-
mation, visit portlandexchange.org.  

Red Cross Blood Drive
Portland Lions Club is sponsoring a Red 

Cross blood drive Wednesday, June 3, from 
noon-5 p.m., at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 
Waverly Ave.You may register by calling 1-800-
733-2767. Lions Club Roars Again

The Portland Lions Club will hold its third 
annual “Lions Roar Cycling for Our Commu-
nity” event Saturday, June 20, with registration 
at Brownstone Park on Brownstone Avenue and 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill Road, depending 
on the route you plan on riding.

Riders from across Connecticut participate 
in this event. One hundred percent of the funds 
are used for supporting charitable projects such 
as childhood cancer, hunger, disaster relief, dia-
betes, vision, hearing and more. To register for 
the ride, go to bikereg.com/lions-roar. 

To make a donation in support of the Lions 
Club please send them to P.O. Box 283, Port-
land, CT 06480.

Trinity Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites the community to worship each week. 
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org. 

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation 
and our church office is open from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. All are invited to join the Anglican 
Prayer beading sessions at this time too. 

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 6/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Schedule your appointment online today!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

WITH RISING FUEL COSTS...
Proper vehicle Maintenance is 

essential to save on fuel.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To reg-
ister and for full program descriptions, visit the 
calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Special Closing: The library will 
be closed Friday, July 3 and Saturday July 4 for 
Independence Day.

Children’s Programs: Drop-In Playdates: 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 3-17. Kids birth 
to 5 years and their caregivers are invited to 
drop into the Wagner Room for some open play 
with library toys. No registration required.

Summer Reading Volunteer Training: 
Wednesday, June 10, 3:30 p.m., for students go-
ing into grades seven and up. Stop by the library 
or visit the teen page of the library website to 
sign up for the Summer Reading Volunteer pro-
gram. Volunteers will not be able to sign up for 
volunteer shifts unless they have attended this 
or another mandatory training session.

Coming Soon! Cook Up an Adventure 
Summer Reading Program: Visit the library on 
or after June 22 to pick up your reading log, or 
visit the Summer Reading portal on the library 
website to track your reading electronically. 
Each day you read 20 minutes or more counts 
towards your summer reading goal. Earn prizes 
each time you reach five days.

Summer Reading Kickoff: Michael OJ: 
Wednesday, June 24, 6:30 p.m., at Portland Mid-
dle School auditorium. This is a family-friendly 
magic show featuring audience participation 
and comedy. Registration requested, but not re-
quired. Registration opens on Monday, June 1, 
at 10 a.m.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. June 22, 
July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary 
Flood Room to enjoy stories, rhymes and songs 
about some favorite tasty treats. A craft project 
will be offered at the end of each program. Reg-
istration is required and begins Monday, June 1, 
at 10 a.m.

Cooking Around the World: For kids go-
ing into grades K-2. Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
June 24, July 8, 15, 22, 29, Aug. 5. Travel around 
the world as you learn about different cultures 
through cooking and crafts. Registration opens 
Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m.

Cooking Academy: For kids going into 
grades 3-5. Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. June 23, July 
7, 14, 21, 28, Aug. 4. Take a new food-themed 
adventure each week, focused on science exper-
iments, art projects, and cooking. Registration 
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m.

Red, White and Blue Tye-Dyed Tees: For 
kids going into grades 6-up. Thursday, June 25, 
3 p.m. Come to the library flagpole to tie-dye a 
red, white and blue T-shirt just in time for the 
Fourth of July, and then continue the celebra-
tion by decorating your own tie-dyed cupcakes. 
All materials will be supplied. Space is limited; 
registration opens Monday, June 1 at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Programs: Book Clubs: Talk About 
Books: Tuesday, June 2, 1 p.m. Three Days in 
June by Anne Tyler will be discussed. 1st Thurs-
day Night Book Club: Thursday, June 4, 6:30 
p.m. The Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki will be 
discussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 

June 9, 1 p.m. Murder Takes a Vacation by Laura 
Lippman will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, June 10, 1 p.m. The 
Housemaid (2025; rated R) will be shown. Run 
time is 131 minutes.

Adult Craft Night: Ribbon Flag: Wednesday, 
June 10, 6 p.m. Create an American flag out 
of ribbon to display in your home to celebrate 
America's 250th anniversary. Registration is 
open now. Space is limited.

Photo Exhibit Reception: Thursday, June 11, 
5:30 p.m. This is a reception for “Three Decades 
of Change on Main Street, 2005, 2015, 2025,” by 
Bob McDougall. Portland Public Library and 
the Portland Historical Society present the next 
chapter of Bob McDougall’s panorama pho-
tography project, a four series visual journey, 
which includes 2,400 photographs. This exhibit 
is running from now through June 27.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up 
an Adventure: When you sign up for the 2026 
Adult Summer Reading Program, you receive 
a coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in 
value) from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & 
another coupon when you log 2,000 pages. On 
June 22 register for summer reading and start 
logging the pages you read. For every adult who 
joins the reading program and reads at least one 
book this summer (including audiobooks and 
graphic novels) the Friends of Portland Library 
will donate $3 towards two musical instrument 
rental scholarships for the 2026-27 school year 
for two students at Brownstone Intermediate 
School.

Intergenerational Drumming Circle: Mon-
day, June 22, 6:30 p.m. Gather on the Waverly 
Town Green for a West African-inspired drum 
circle led by Mark Zarrillo, knowledgeable in 
West African music, culture and with 40 years 
drumming wisdom. Drums will be supplied. 

The Full Rise – Sourdough Bread Demon-
stration: Tuesday, June 23, 6 p.m. This edu-
cational presentation that walks through the 
basics – what sourdough is and how it works. 
Each participant will bring home a 20g sour-
dough starter, a starter care card and a classic 
sourdough recipe. Space is limited; registration 
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m. This project 
is made possible in part by the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services under the provisions 
of the Library Services and Technology Act, ad-
ministered by Connecticut State Library.

Adult Craft Night: Wire & Sea Glass Jew-
elry: Monday, June 29, 6 p.m. Local crafter 
Laurie-Lynne of Creative Girl Studios will teach 
different techniques to make wire wrapped sea 
glass jewelry. Each participant will leave with 
a completed pendant necklace. Registration 
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m. Space is lim-
ited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experi-
ence levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, 
get helpful knitting tips and enjoy chatting 
with others who enjoy knitting and crocheting. 
Please note: There is no meeting May 30, as the 
library will be closed.

Museum Passes & Yard Games: Reserva-
tions recommended. Check out the latest on 
museums for art, nature, history, and fun. Go to 
the library website and click on Museum Passes 
or call to reserve a pass. Board games are avail-
able to be borrowed without reservation.

Local Brokerage Receives Award 

Carl Guild & Associates recently received the 2026 Business Growth & Expansion 
Award by the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce. 

Carl Guild & Associates, a full-service real es-
tate brokerage, has been named the recipient of 
the 2026 Business Growth & Expansion Award 
by the Middlesex County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

The award was presented last week during 
the chamber’s annual Small Business Awards 
Ceremony at Saint Clements Castle & Marina 
in Portland, where 12 area businesses were rec-
ognized as the chamber’s 2026 Small Business 
Champions.

The Business Growth & Expansion Award 
recognizes companies that have demonstrated 
meaningful growth, market expansion, and 
continued investment in the communities they 
serve. Carl Guild & Associates was selected from 
a competitive field of Middlesex County busi-
nesses spotlighted for the innovation, hard work, 
and success driving Connecticut’s local economy.

Under the leadership of Broker/Owner Carl 
Guild, the brokerage has expanded to four office 
locations in East Hampton, Colchester, Glaston-
bury and Middletown, with a team of more than 

100 trained agents serving clients statewide.
“It’s an incredible honor to be recognized by 

the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce 
alongside so many outstanding local businesses,” 
said Guild. “This award belongs to every agent 
who shows up each day committed to our clients 
and to the communities we serve. Growth only 
matters when it gives us more ways to take care 
of people.”

The Carl Guild & Associates Scholarship 
Program, which awards annual scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors across multiple 
local school districts. The company also sup-
ports a wide range of local charities, nonprofit 
organizations, youth programs, and community 
events throughout the towns it serves, and regu-
larly hosts client appreciation events, community 
gatherings, and family-focused experiences.

“We’re more than a real estate brokerage,” 
Guild added. “We’re neighbors, advocates, and 
active participants in the places we call home. 
That’s the standard we hold ourselves to, and it’s 
the standard our clients deserve.”

Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Portland 

Fair, which will return to its “new” location at 
Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. 

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the 
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme 
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into 
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night. 
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of 
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford 
and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson 
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover 
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project 
which will culminate in a banner for the tent.

Donations Welcome: The Friends of the Fair 
campaign continues through June 15. Dona-

tions of $25 receive a two-day pass to the fair, 
while a $40 donation receives a three-day pass. 
Support helps fair organizers continue to im-
prove the grounds.

Chicken Barbecue: This third annual fun-
draiser will be held July 20 at Portland River-
front Park. This event is being held in partner-
ship with Portland Fish and Game Club. All are 
invited for dinner and musical entertainment. 
Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for children.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Trip to Lancaster
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 26-30, 
2026 (Monday- Friday). Members of the public 
are invited to join them. The trip includes travel 
on a deluxe video-equipped Motorcoach with 
restroom, four dinners, four breakfasts, and 
four nights lodging in a single hotel.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their “JOSHUA”; a show at the Magic & Won-
der Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-

ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at 
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour 
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and 
a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.

Cost of this trip is only $765 per person, dou-
ble occupancy ($934 pp single or $745 pp triple 
occupancy). A $75 deposit is due by June 27; 
with the balance due by August 19.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at (860) 262-3531.



Page 12	 NEWS BULLETIN • May 29, 2026

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough
Dog Licenses Available at Town Hall

Dog licenses are now available in the Town 
Clerk’s office. Please check and make sure your 
dog’s rabies certificate is up to date as licenses 
cannot be issued without a current rabies cer-
tificate.

If you register your dogs between June 1 and 
June 15 and bring an item to donate to the Marl-
borough Food Bank, your pup(s) will be entered 
into a raffle for the number one dog tag. The 
town will draw the winner on June 16. There is 
one entry per dog.

The fee for spayed or neutered dogs is $8 
and $19 for unaltered. You must license your 
dog before July 1 or a $1 late fee will be added 
each month. If you choose to get your license 
through the mail, please include $1.23 for post-
age, and make your check out to the Town of 
Marlborough.

The Town Clerk’s hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday; 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday; and 8 a.m. to noon 
on Friday.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agil-
ity, Better Balance and Strength workout class. 
Movement and exercises are drawn from body 
building, yoga, ballet and more. June session 
dates: 6/01, 6/15, 6/22, 6/29. 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
$40/residents, $48/non-residents. RSVP by 
5/29.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed, 
55+. Learn step by step and a clap here and there 
with Instructor Aric of Sound Train Music. June 
Session 6/4, 6/11, 6/18, 6/28 5-7 p.m., June and 
July sessions to follow. $50 Marlborough resi-
dents, $60 non-Marlborough residents. RSVP 
by 6/1.

Free Art Classes: 6/3, 6/10, 6/17, 6/24 from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. No experience or supplies need-
ed. Students will create three landscapes and 
one seascape using painting, collage and assem-
blage techniques.

MES Band Practice: Wednesday, June 10, 10 
a.m. Students from the fifth grade band will per-
form a practice show. Coffee will be served.

AHM Grandparent Class: Are you a new 
grandparent or feel out of touch with this gen-
eration? Come join the conversation on Friday 
June 12th at 11 a.m.

Lunch and Tour of the Residence at Glaston-
bury: June 16; call the senior center for more 
information. Transportation available.

Friendship Tours: Lighthouse Cruise: Aug. 
12, $156pp, 18+, open to all towns. Prior to 
cruise, enjoy brunch at Quonset ‘O’ Club. 10:15 
a.m. departure, 7 p.m. return. RSVP by July 10.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-

days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy. 

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program: 
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For 
use at participating farmers markets to pur-
chase fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, 
and fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough 
Farmers Market starting June 3 and running 
every Wednesday after. For Marlborough resi-
dents only. Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/
month, Household 2 - $3,337

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For ap-
plication assistance, call the senior center. Rent-
er’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

42nd Lions ‘Round the Lake 5k
Elizabeth and Stephen Fengler

The May 24 running of the 41st Marlborough 
Lions 'Round the Lake 5K was a successful event 
with 115 registered runners. This year’s overall 
winners were Stephen Fengler of Wallingford, 
who finished the race with a time of 17 minutes, 
6.93 seconds and his sister, Elizabeth Fengler, 
also of Wallingford, who crossed the finish line 
with a time of 19 minutes, 54.71 seconds. They 
had a great turnout and spirits were high in spite 
of the rainy conditions.

The Marlborough Lions also wish to thank 
the Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) members and our Marlborough Con-
stable for providing on-site support for the run-
ners as they traversed town roads. Together, 
they joined forces to make this year’s event both 
safe and enjoyable.

For further information on how you can be-
come a Marlborough Lions, please call Lions 
Club Secretary Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116 
or Lions Club President Jean Paul Bolduc at 
860-798-2054. New members are always wel-
come.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery, 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. Sunday School will resume in Septem-
ber.

Sunday, May 30: Service will be led by Wor-
ship Assistant, Gwen Lawson. All are invited for 
refreshments and snacks in the Thienes Lounge 
following worship.

279th Annual Program Meeting: Sunday, 
June 7, in the meetinghouse at 11:15 a.m.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 

next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be May 31. Second-quar-
ter mission-giving will go to the AHM Mental 
Health Fund. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is located on 
the lower level with easy access from the park-
ing lot. The shop is open for shopping and do-
nations Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow the shop 
through Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift 
Shop, Marlborough for updates. The eBay shop 
is open year-round at https://bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.  The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit www.marlboroughct.
gov. For more information, call 860-295-6203. 

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day Camp: 
For grades K-7. June 22-Aug. 14, at Blish Park. 
Campers will enjoy camp games, arts & crafts, 
swimming, sports, field trips and special events. 
All campers are supervised by counselors and 
lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee per week 
is $185/resident, $195/non-resident.

Swim Lessons: Begin the week of June 29. All 
lesson levels are offered. All lessons are held at 
Blish Park. Fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Lego – Radical Rides: June 23-27 at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School. Ages 5-7 are 8:30-11:30 
a.m., and ages 7-12 are noon-3 p.m. Fee is $155/
resident, $160/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, June 27, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Designed to 
prepare students in grades 6-8 to be safe when 
they’re home alone, watching younger siblings 
or babysitting. Fee is $140/resident, $145/non-
resident.

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 22-26, 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., at MES. For boys and girls ages 7-12. 
Fee is $185/resident, $190/non-resident.

Skyhawks Camp (Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball): June 29-July 2 at MES. Mini-Hawk, for 
ages 4-6, is 9 a.m.-noon, and Multi-Sport, for 
ages 7-10, is 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fee is $130/residents, 
$135/non-residents.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The lessons 
are private and are an hour in length. The lessons 
days and times are flexible. The instructor will 
contact you upon registration to set up lesson 
day and time. Fee is four lessons for $175/resi-
dents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermediate 
Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at 
Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, 
$45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays, noon-12:45 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, $55/
non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class instruc-
tion provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until June 2. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tues/Thurs, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. Open to all 
levels of play. Registration is free.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium, games and 
prizes on the bus. Fee is $185 (400-level seating), 
or $255 (lower-level seating). Bus picks up/drops 
off at Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury.

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible 
School will be Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-noon dai-
ly. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details may 
be found on the church website. Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. Registration for the new academic 
year will be during the summer. Stay tuned on 
the church website with further information.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 

meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. The annual church picnic is on 
Sunday, June 14, from noon-3 p.m. 

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is starting up and 
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields 
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. All May, the church is holding 
a a baby shower to support Caring Families in 
Willimantic and a fundraiser supporting Birth-
Right in East Hartford. On Saturday, June 6, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., the church will host a drive 
for Journey Home, where gently-used house-
hold goods, new bed pillows and gently used 
furniture are accepted for those who are transi-
tioning to sustainable housing; see details on the 
church website. Food drives are held weekly for 
the Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For in-
formation on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

New Class Offered at
Marlborough Arts Center

The Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 
North Main Street, announced that Lori Neu-
man will be returning the afternoon of Sunday, 
June 28 to teach an acrylic painting class for all 
levels of students. This class will focus on com-
bining brushwork, palette knife, and glazing to 
create transparent layers. The emphasis will be 
on painting sky and water.

Class cost is $75 with all materials provided 
except for glazing material. Please go to Marl-
boroughArts.org and click on classes for more 
information on the class and how to register. To 
reach the center by phone, call 860-467-6353.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters 
Available

Lawn Expansions 
& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

LIKE US ON

SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts

Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 • 860-543-0523 (c)

Div. of RLS Global 
Consulting Inc., Serving the 
Community for 40 years.

5 STAR 
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Art Display at Town Hall 
Linda Gotta

Marlborough Arts Center announces Linda 
Gotta’s solo art exhibit at the Marlborough 
Town Hall. The exhibit runs from now through 
the end of July.

Gotta’s mother was an artist, and her father 
was a builder. For the past two and a half de-
cades, she has dedicated her life to the art of 
pastel painting, although she has also explored 
working in watercolor and acrylic.

Gotta’s compositions often feature landscapes 
of farms, beaches, and woodlands, as well as 
intimate views of flowers, animals, and birds. 
Light and shadow play a pivotal role in her com-
positions.

Throughout her artistic career, Gotta has ac-
tively sought to enhance her skills and knowl-
edge through workshops and classes. Her work 
has garnered recognition and accolades, includ-
ing the prestigious “Best in Show” award from 
the Connecticut Pastel Society for her painting 

titled “On the Ridge.” Additionally, she received 
the “Best Floral” award from the SCAA mem-
bers’ show for her work titled “Meadow.”

Gotta was also selected for the spring 2020 
Pastel Journal magazine’s “Pastel 100” list for her 
abstract painting titled “Timber.”

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in 
the Town Hall’s hallway. For inquiries regarding 
Gotta’s paintings, contact Lazzari in the Town 
Hall’s tax collector’s office or call Marlborough 
Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or email info@
marlborougharts.org.

 Additionally, several of Gotta’s paintings are 
currently on exhibit at Marlborough Arts Cen-
ter through the end of May.

Volunteer Opportunity to Run Food Bank
The Marlborough Food Bank is seeking a 

dedicated volunteer or volunteers to help sup-
port and run the Food Bank, which is a local 
nonprofit organization.

This position entails not only organizing food 
donations, stocking shelves, and distributing 
food to clients, but also ordering from Connect-
icut Food Share, enlisting student volunteers to 
assist the stable cadre of volunteers, and solicit-

ing new volunteers as needed.
The Food Bank is open each Tuesday of the 

week and set up for clients takes place on Mon-
day mornings. Some lifting of light to moder-
ately heavy boxes may be necessary during the 
Monday set up.

For more information, contact David Pratt or 
Dawn Tavoleri via email at marlboroughfood-
bank@comcast.net.

Closed for Renovations
The Marlborough tax collector’s office 

will be closed for renovations through May 
29.

Payments by check (no cash) can be dropped 
in the black box outside the Town Hall or paid 
online at www.marlboroughct.gov.

RTC To Host Bingo
The Marlborough Republican Town Com-

mittee will host a night of bingo Friday, May 29, 
at the American Legion, 128 East Hampton Rd. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., and bingo starts at 6:30 
p.m.

There will be cash and gift prizes, and Tea 
Cup raffles. Food, snacks, and refreshments will 
be provided.

Tickets at the door are $25.
For more information or to reserve your 

spots, call or text Zina at 860-798-6038.

Marlborough 
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmer’s Market every Wednesday starting 
June 3–Oct. 14, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Attendees 
can expect live music and artisanal goods such 
as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and vegetables, 
baked goods, a variety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marlborough 
Town Green, and the first 100 shoppers will 
receive a free Marlborough Farmers tote bag. 
Produce farms selling at the market will also be 
accepting WIC and senior vouchers.

‘Reenactment Day’ on May 30
On Saturday morning, May 30, residents are 

invited to take a figurative walk back in time to 
meet more than half a dozen figures who lived 
in Marlborough. 

This story tells about the town from In-
digenous times to the present. You will join a 
walking tour that starts at the historic Congre-
gational Church on South Main Street. You will 
meet your group in the Community Room of 
the church 20 minutes before starting time to 
participate in a mini-fair and to get a sticker in 
your Marlborough 250 Passport; if you don’t 
have a Marlborough 250 Passport, more will be 
distributed.

There will be four timed tours, each guided, 
taking place at 10 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 11 a.m., and 
11:30 a.m. Attendees may pre-register at marl-
boroughhistory.org/america-250-events or reg-
ister at the door if space allows. Every tour visits 
all eight stations that include famous people 
such as Mary Hall, the first woman attorney of 
Connecticut, and members of the Buell family. 
You will hear an ancient drum and watch a mus-
ket shot. 

The tour meanders from the church to the 
cemetery, the library and back to the church for 
a short car trip to Lake Terramuggus to learn 
about the Wangunks, who lived in the region 
before colonial times. 

This interactive walk uncovers how Marlbor-
ough struggled to become a town, how its peo-
ple lived through war and change, and how the 
community rebuilt and renewed itself.

Arts Center Spring Show
Marlborough Arts Center (MAC) will hold its 

Members’ Spring Art Show Saturdays and Sun-
days through May 31, from 1-4 p.m. each day. 

This exhibition showcases works by MAC 
member artists, featuring paintings, collages, 
photography, sculpture, ceramics, written 
works, and more. Marlborough Arts Center is 
located at 231 North Main St. 

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call 860-467-6353.

Arts Center
Members’ Potluck

Marlborough Arts Center will hold its annual 
members’ potluck gathering on Sunday, May 31, 
from 1-4 p.m. 

This will be a celebration of art, creativity, and 
connection. The People’s Choice Award will also 
be presented. Also, May 31st is the last day of 
the Members’ Spring Art Show & Sale.

Marlborough Arts Center is located at 231 N. 
Main St. For more information go to www.marl-
borougharts.org, call 860-467-6353, or email 
info@marlborougharts.org.

Honor Society Inductee… Gregory Jor-
dan of Marlborough was recently induct-
ed into the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 
at the University of Connecticut. He is 
finishing up his junior year at the Storrs 
campus, where he holds a 4.0 average. He 
has been awarded multiple certificates 
for outstanding achievement in math 
and physics and has been recognized as 
a Babbidge Scholar twice. Jordan went to 
Marlborough Elementary School, RHAM 
Middle School, and RHAM High School.
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WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

Civilian Conservation Corps children, whose fathers worked in CCC camps during 
the 1930s, are shown raising the flag at the Historical Museum of the CCC in Stafford 
Springs. The museum will be the site for a CCC Reunion on Monday, May 25, at 1 
p.m. All are welcome to attend. Photo by Marty Podskoch

Celebration, Reunion of Civilian Conservation Corps 
On Monday, May 25, a reunion of Civilian 

Conservation Corps alumni, family and friends 
will meet at 1 p.m. at the Historical Museum of 
the CCC at 166 Chestnut Hill Rd. (Route 190) in 
Stafford Springs. 

The reunion will celebrate the 93rd anniver-
sary of the founding of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) by sharing their stories, pictures and 
memorabilia of the CCC camps. Two of the camps 
had been in East Hampton, and one in Portland.

All who are interested in the CCC are welcome 
to attend. Refreshments will be served.

The CCC began March 31, 1933 under Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” to relieve 
the poverty and unemployment of the Depres-
sion. The U.S. Army supervised the camps, which 
had approximately 200 men each. The first year, 
13 camps were set up in these Connecticut towns, 
state parks and forests: West Cornwall, Housa-
tonic Meadows; Niantic, Military Reservation; 
Hampton, Natchaug; Haddam, Cockaponset; 
Union, Nipmuck; New Fairfield, Squantz Pond; 
Cobalt, Meshomasic; Voluntown, Pachaug; 
Thomaston, Black Rock; East Hartland, Tunxis; 
West Goshen, Mohawk; Clinton, Cockaponset; 
and Burrville, Paugnut. The Army Government 
Dock in New London was the supply depot for all 
the Connecticut camps.

In the following years these eight camps were 
added: Riverton, American Legion State Forest; 
East Hampton, Salmon River; Danbury, Wooster 
Mountain; Stafford Springs, Shenipsit; Portland, 
Meshomasic; Windsor/Poquonock, Experiment 

Station Land; Kent, Macedonia Brook, and Madi-
son, Cockaponset.

Single and unemployed men age 18-25 (with 
fathers on relief) enrolled for six months and 
worked a 40-hour week for $30/mo. The govt. 
sent $25 a month home to their parents and the 
boys had five dollars spending money. Enrollees 
received food, uniforms, shelter, and medical care. 
During the summer of 1933 they lived in tents; 
later, they moved into wooden buildings.

Workers built trails, roads, campsites, & dams, 
stocked fish, built & maintained fire tower ob-
server’s cabins & telephone lines, fought fires, & 
planted millions of trees. 

The CCC disbanded in 1942 due to the need for 
men in World War II.

At the May 25 reunion, Marty Podskoch, au-
thor of Connecticut Civilian Conservation Corps 
Camps: Its History, Memories and Legacy of the 
CCC,  will give a brief history of the CCC camps 
in Connecticut. Then CCC alumni, family and 
friends will share their stories of their CCC camps, 
both in Connecticut as well as other states. Fami-
lies will receive a copy of Podskoch’s Connecticut 
or Rhode Island CCC book. Refreshments will be 
served.

After the May 25 reunion, the museum will be 
open every Saturday and Sunday during the spring 
and summer, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. each week, until 
Columbus Day weekend, Monday Oct. 12.

For further information, contact Podskoch at 
860-267-2442 or podskoch@comcast.net, or visit 
www.martinpodskoch.com.

Bevin Bells to Host Open House Factory Tour
Bevin Bros., America’s only dedicated bell 

manufacturer, will welcome the community for 
an open house factory tour on Saturday, June 
20, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at its East Hampton 
facility, located at 17 Watrous Street.

The event will give visitors a behind-the-
scenes look at the craftsmanship, equipment, 
and people behind Bevin’s historic American-
made bells. Founded in 1832 and now in its 
sixth generation of family ownership, Bevin 
Bros. continues to manufacture bells in East 

Hampton, a town long known as “Belltown.”
Guests will have the opportunity to tour the 

factory floor, learn about the bell-making pro-
cess, meet members of the Bevin team, and 
see how traditional manufacturing techniques 
continue to support modern products, custom 
work, and American-made craftsmanship.

The open house will include guided tours, 
product demonstrations, and a Q&A with staff. 
Admission is free, and attendees do not need to 
register in advance.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp

Belltown Spring Sprint
The Belltown Spring Sprint 2M Run & 

Walk is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2, at East 
Hampton High School on North Maple Street.

Onsite registration and check-in open at 
5:30 p.m.  followed shortly by the Kids Race 
on the high school track at 5:45 p.m. The main 
two-mile walk and run kicks off at 6:15 p.m., 
taking participants through the flat neighbor-
hoods surrounding the school.

This annual event helps raise funds for the 
East Hampton High School Project Gradua-
tion to provide a safe, substance-free celebra-
tion for graduating seniors. 

To sign up or for more information, visit 
runsignup.com/Race/CT/EastHampton/East-
Hampton5K. The first 100 people to register 
for the two-mile event will receive a free pair 
of custom socks.

The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 
(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Fee is $775 per child; additional children in 
a family are $725. Scholarships are available for 

families with demonstrated financial need.
In Summer Theater Camp, mornings are de-

voted to skill-building workshops, and after-
noons are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s 
mainstage production – which this year will be 
Disney’s hit musical Frozen. 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

Artwork Sought for Display
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion is seeking to purchase an original piece 
of artwork by a local East Hampton artist for 
permanent display at the East Hampton Senior 
Center.

The commission is looking for a vibrant, wel-
coming wall piece approximately 18” x 24” in 
size that will bring warmth, color, and visual 
interest to the senior center space. Artists are 
encouraged to submit colorful and uplifting 
works such as still lifes, abstract pieces, collage, 
mixed media, or other framed wall art suitable 
for public display.

As part of its mission to promote local art and 

support East Hampton’s artistic community, the 
Arts & Culture Commission is proud to pro-
vide opportunities for local artists to share their 
work in public spaces throughout town.

The selected piece should arrive profession-
ally matted and framed and ready for hanging. 
The Arts & Culture Commission will pay up to 
$300 for the artwork.

Local artists interested in being considered 
may submit images of available work, along 
with dimensions, medium, and pricing infor-
mation, to the town manager’s office via email 
at csirois@easthamptonct.gov. All submissions 
must be received by Friday, June 5.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: Herb Your Enthusiasm: 
A Cookbook Club Event: Tuesday, June 2, 6:30 
p.m. Bring a dish where herbs are a key flavor. 
Sample and discuss recipes and take home an 
herb from the library’s Mini Herb Planting Sta-
tion. Also, welcome special guest Michele Valley 
from Wildcraft Herb Shoppe. Bring a prepared 
dish and 12 copies of the recipe to share. Food 
should arrive ready to eat; the library will pro-
vide plates and forks. Register or drop in.

Tech Help: Thursday, June 4, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you.

Library Yoga (Sears Park) with Amie 
Meacham: Tuesday, Jun. 9, 6:30 p.m. Library 

Yoga heads to Sears Park for the summer! Bring 
a mat if you have one and meet at the pavilion 
for an hour of gentle yoga for all levels.

Teen Programs: Middle Grade D&D: Cre-
ate a Character! For Grades 5-7: Monday, June 
8, 6-7:30 p.m. Learn to create a character for 
Dungeons & Dragons. Beginners and returning 
players welcome. All supplies provided; incom-
ing fifth-graders welcome.

Ultimutt Study Break with Jovie the Thera-
py Dog: Tuesday, Jun. 9, 5:30 p.m.-6 p.m. EHHS 
students can stay pawsitive during final exams 
with the ultimutt study break. Visit with Jovie, 
the library’s favorite therapy dog. She’ll give you 
a little love and help with that calculus study 
guide, probably. 

Children’s Programs: Lego at the Library: 
Grades K-6: Tuesday, June 2, 4:30-5:30 p.m. All 
Lego bricks provided.

Drop-In Sensory Play: Wednesday, June 3, 
10:30 a.m.-noon. Drop in for a sensory play 
time where children can explore water play, 
themed sensory bins, and a variety of textures, 
materials, colors, and tools. Caregivers and chil-
dren are invited to move at their own pace. 

DIY Days: K-8: Saturday, June 6, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Children and families in grades K-8 are 
invited to create a different toy, game, or treat 
together. No registration required; just drop in.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Grades K-3: Thurs-
day, Jun. 9, 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Readers will be 
assigned a 15-minute time slot between 4:30 
p.m.-5:30 p.m. to read to Jovie, a certified thera-
py dog. This is a great opportunity to read aloud 
in a comfortable environment, which can help 
improve comprehension and confidence.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 

Save The Date!
Chatham Historical Society will host a town 

wide tag sale on Saturday, June 20, from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. For applications, contact Mrs. Day at 860-
705-0959.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

 “Cleaning with kids in the 
house is like brushing your 
teeth while eating Oreos.”

—Unknown parenting legend

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

East Hampton Town Council Revises Sewer Rules
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton’s Town Council met on Tues-
day, May 26 for its regularly scheduled meeting, 
and sewers were once again on the agenda, even 
as the June 2 budget referendum date rapidly 
approached.

The council heard public comment from 
residents regarding a proposed ordinance that 
would amend the town’s code to make connec-
tion to the sewer system voluntary “in most 
cases.” Previously, the town’s code had required 
residents whose homes were located on a sewer 
line, either new or existing, to connect to that 
new sewer line, at their own expense, and to 
abandon their septic systems if sewer became 
available on their street. 

Town Manager Dave Cox explained some of 
the more specific details, adding that he sug-
gested modifying the proposed ordinance to 
make some of the language clearer, particularly 
as it concerns new construction.

The proposed new ordinance would allow 
existing properties that were built prior to the 
existence of sewer on their street to choose not 
to connect, but would still require any new con-
struction that was built on an existing sewer line 

to connect to the sewer. It would also require 
any new development that was approved with 
sewers as a part of its plan to adhere to those 
approval guidelines.

Per Cox’s suggested revision, the ordinance 
would also provide an exception for new con-
struction that was, for example, located on a 
large lot where connecting to the existing sewer 
line might be prohibitively expensive. In cases 
where the cost of connecting to the existing 
sewer line was greater than the cost of installing 
a private septic system that met all health and 
environmental requirements, the town’s WPCA 
could grant an exception. With that said, for 
homes built in new developments that were ap-
proved only with a sewer connection, this ex-
ception would not apply. 

As for worries around what would happen if a 
homeowner’s septic system failed, Cox said that 
properties were still subject to existing health 
regulations. “The maintenance of our sanitary 
or septic systems, our on-site systems, is re-
quired under other sections of statute and code 
not necessarily related to sewer use,” he said.

The council voted unanimously to approve 

the ordinance, which will then take 21 days to 
become effective.

The council also approved an application 
from Epoch Arts for Neighborhood Assistance 
Grant funding. The grants are funded by corpo-
rate donations that are made in exchange for tax 
breaks, and the council must approve the ap-
plication by the non-profits. The council set a 
public hearing date for June 9 for public input 
on the application.

The council also considered modest changes 
to fees charged to the public for driveway per-
mits and charges for town police officers work-
ing private duty jobs. The driveway permit, 
for example, would increase from $25 to $37 
in order to cover the cost to the town for their 
online permit tracking system. The resolution 
passed, with only Ted Hintz, a Republican, vot-
ing against it. 

Council member Rich Knotek, a Democrat, 
updated the council on the seating of the town’s 
agriculture commission. He thanked fellow 
council members Tim Feegel, a Republican, 
and Karen Wanat, a Democrat, for working 
alongside him to help seat the committee, be-

fore reading the names of proposed agriculture 
commission members.

Steve Strong, Teesha Grant, George Krivda, 
Chris Bitel, Rick Walker, Mark Barmasse and 
Cathy Reardon were named to the commission, 
with Marty Voelker and Ray Nichols named as 
alternates.

Upon hearing Mark Barmasse’s name, Hintz 
expressed concern that “Mark Barmasse was the 
chair of the WPCA for the last, I don’t know, 
probably 20 years, and since we just removed 
that board, I have a concern with just throwing 
him on the next board that just came up,” said 
Hintz.

“The committee interviewed Mr. Barmasse,” 
said Knotek, “and his background, his educa-
tion, training, where he grew up, in fact, lends 
itself very well to this type of activity and we’re 
pleased to make that recommendation.”

Hintz then moved to vote on the appoint-
ments individually. All of the proposed mem-
bers were appointed, with only Hintz voting 
against Barmasse’s appointment. The council 
will meet for its next regularly scheduled meet-
ing on June 9.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; regis-
ter at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of 
regular weekly and monthly activities, including 
games, quilting, Bible study, tap dance, monthly 
men’s and women’s groups, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Simply Social Women’s Group: Monday, 
June 16 at 10 a.m. This is a low-key opportu-
nity to meet others and share resources with the 
theme of Sisterhood. Please note: WWW will 
meet once a month starting in June.

Linefit: Every other Monday until Aug. 18, at 
2:30 p.m. Drop-ins welcome for $5. Class taught 
by Marianna Sigleski.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, June 
1 at 9 a.m. Join the Senior Center for a weekly 
morning walk on the Air Line trail, 69 Smith St.

Yarn Yogis: Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
Starting June 3, the Knitting Club from East 
Hampton Congregational Church will start 
meeting at the Senior Center for the summer.

Beading with Joann: Thursday, June 4 at 11 
a.m. Join Joann Ewing in a hands-on class where 
you can make beads from scraps of thread. Class 
is free but registration is requested.

Honoring the Journey: Thursday, June 4 at 
11 a.m. A continued discussion group to help 
individuals navigate their feelings around loss 
and prioritize safety, validation and the transi-
tion from pain to integrated memory.

Design and Create: Thursday, June 4 at 1 p.m. 
Join staff member Cindy Houle to for a hand-on 
class featuring a different project each session.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, June 5 at 10 
a.m. Ride at the Air Line Trail State Park, 69 
Smith St, East Hampton. Bring your bike, hel-
met and water bottle. Call 860-267-4426 for ride 
information and to register.

Old Home Day Parade Float Meeting: Fri-
day, June 5 at 11 a.m. Help plan and create the 
East Hampton Senior Center Old Home Day 
Parade float - riders needed! The theme for this 
year’s parade on July 11 is Bells, Boats and birth 
of our Nation! America 250.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Friday, June 5 at 
11:30 a.m. Join millions of drivers who have tak-
en this class offered by AARP to sharpen skills 
and become eligible for a discount on auto in-
surance. Cost is $20 for AARP members or $25 
for nonmembers, payable the day of the class by 
check or cash to AARP.

Save the Date!: A planning meeting for the 
East Hampton Senior Center Old Home Day 
Float will be held on Friday, June 5, at 11 a.m. 
Bring your ideas. This year’s theme is “Bells, 
Boats and Birth of Our Nation,” for America 
250. Float riders needed; the parade date is Sat-
urday, July 11.

Trips: New Britain Museum of American 
Art: Wednesday, June 10. Transportation in-
cluded. Depar from the Senior Center at 10 a.m. 
for an 11 a.m. guided tour of the American Can-
vas exhibit followed by lunch, that you bring, at 
the nearby Walnut Park. Drink and dessert pro-
vided by Senior Center. Cost is $22.

Lavender Farm in Killingworth: Thursday, 
June 25. Depart from the Senior Center at 11 
a.m. and enjoy a day at this lovely farm, stroll 
the grounds filled with many lavender variet-
ies, browse the gift shop and enjoy your lunch 
– drink and dessert provided. Cost is a $4 dona-
tion for the bus ride.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready to 
help. Each week staff will consult with you on a 
shopping list and a volunteer will do the shop-
ping and deliver it to your home. Call the center 
to sign up.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
It would be very helpful if glass bottles and alu-
minum cans could be separated prior to drop 
off.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating. Bible Study takes place via Zoom at 6 
p.m. Wednesdays. 

June 7: Sunday, June 7 is the last day for choir 
and Sunday school. Maggie Labinski will preach 
and co-preside at the service.

Church Picnic: Will be held Sunday, June 7 
from 1 p.m.-4 p.m., at Dick and Linda Napoli-
tano’s home on Lake Pocotopaug. A sign-up 
sheet will be available at church. Call Linda for 
more information.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are t-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Parks & Rec. News and Notes
East Hampton Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following items of interest. For 
more information or to register, call 860-267-
7300 or www.easthamptonrec.com.

Golf Tournament: At Blackledge Country 
Club in Hebron Thursday, June 4. There is a 10 
a.m. shotgun start. This is a four-person scram-
ble format. Lunch/dinner and two drink tickets 
are included for every golfer. Not a golfer? Reg-
ister just for dinner ($50), Sponsorship options 
available as well. There will be a fundraiser raf-
fle, on course contests and prizes. The tourna-
ment benefits Sears Park playground, Seamster 
Park playground and the Jefferey Leith Memo-
rial scholarship. Cost is $140.

Decoupage Shell Keepsake Dish: Monday, 
June 1, 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall. All are invited 
to this relaxed coastal-inspired evening of creat-

ing your own elegant keepsake jewelry dish. 
Beginner Pickleball Clinic: Saturdays, June 

6-20, 10-11:30 a.m., at the East Hampton High 
School tennis courts. Fee: $110/residents, $115/
non-residents. 

Junior Golf Clinic: With instructor Gerry 
D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. D’Amora 
will focus on teaching the fundamentals of the 
game starting with teaching the proper grip, 
alignment and swing. Grades K-2 are Thurs-
days, 4-5 p.m., June 4-25; grades 3-5 are Satur-
days, noon-1 p.m., June 6-27; and grades 6-8 
are Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m., June 10-July 1. Fee is 
$120 per person.

Golf Clinic for Ladies: With instructor Ger-
ry D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. Tues-
days, 5:30-6 p.m., June 10-July 8. Fee is $150 per 
person.

Goff House Donations Welcome
Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House 

Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted. 
All concerts are held in the East Hampton 

Village Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m., starting June 18 and running through 
Aug. 6 (except for Old Home Days week). 
Concerts will feature a different local talent 
each week. 

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help 
pay for the bands and promotional materials. 

Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc. 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level: 

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor, 
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pi-
onzio at 860-993-5311. 

Absentee Ballots for Budget Vote
Absentee ballots for the upcoming June 2 

East Hampton budget referendum are available 
at the town clerk’s office, located at Town Hall, 1 
Community Drive. 

Office hours are Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

All registered voters and individual proper-
ty owners with an assessment of not less than 
$1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to ob-

tain an absentee ballot for this referendum. For 
more information, call 860-267-2519.

The budget referendum will also include a 
vote to appropriate funds from the Capital Re-
serve Fund for the Middle School Parking Lot 
Repaving project.

The 2026-27 referendum will be held at Town 
Hall Tuesday, June 2. Voting will be between 6 
a.m. and 8 p.m. 

Helping Hands Open 
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open from 9-11 a.m. on the 
first and third Saturday of each month. Dona-
tions will be collected on those Saturdays, as 
well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.
For more information, call Beth Cunningham 

at 860-365-1054.
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Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Newport Flower Show “Pearl of Newport”: 
Friday, June 19, departing the Stop & Shop 
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Rosecliff Mansion is the 
backdrop for the Newport Flower Show where 
participants can stroll the first floor of the man-
sion and the grounds filled with floral arrange-
ments, shop the marketplace and have free time 
in downtown Newport.  Cost is $136. 

 Boston Tall Ships: Tuesday, July 14, depart-

ing from Stop & Shop at 9:30 a.m. Experience 
the fleet of international tall and military ships 
in Boston Port as part of Sail250; lunch at Jim-
my Buffets’ Margaritaville; browse Faneuil Hall 
then board the Charles I for a narrated cruise. 
Cost is $183. 

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student 
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch 
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming 
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield 
and a show with Freddie Marion performing 
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at 
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149. 

0.5K Extreme Endurance Challenge
The Rotary Club of East Hampton will hold 

its first-ever 0.5K “Extreme Endurance Chal-
lenge” Sunday, June 7, at 11 a.m., at Sears Park, 
finishing at Lakeside Bar and Grill. 

The event will feature a 0.31-mile trek that is 
almost entirely flat (4” curb elevation). All par-
ticipants who successfully cross the finish line 
will receive a commemorative medal and 0.5K 
oval car decal.

Participants are encouraged to wear their 
most creative outfits, with prizes awarded for 
the best dressed.

At the finish line, all participants will receive 
a snack and ticket for a beverage provided by 
Lakeside Bar and Grill.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $15 for kids and 
$5 for dogs (on a leash), and include a race T-
shirt, a 0.5K sticker, a hot dog, a doughnut, and 
a beverage ticket for Lakeside. Sign up online 
through the Rotary’s website (www.easthamp-
tonrotary.org) or in person the day of event at 
Sears Park. (A $5 “day of ” fee will be assessed 
for those who don’t pre-register.)

Proceeds directly benefit the East Hamp-
ton Rotary Club’s local initiatives, including 
community service projects that support East 
Hampton and Marlborough.

Contact Tracey Gardiner at Cladalass24@ho-
tmail.com or 401-556 8172.

CDHR to Host Car Show
All are invited to the fourth annual Horse-

power Car Show, hosted by the CT Draft Horse 
Rescue on Saturday, June 6 (rain date is June 7) 
at Powder Ridge Mountain Resort, 99 Powder 
Hill Rd., Middlefield.

There will be live music by Beth & the Boys, 
raffles, games, food/drink, and trophy awards.  
There will also be a special appearance by Sam 
and Pete, the CDHR ambassador Clydesdales. 

Cars arrive from 9-11 a.m., gates open at 11 
a.m., and awards will be given at 2 p.m. Car en-
try fee is $20, and no pre-registration required. 
General admission is $5 per person.  

Proceeds from the event go towards the care 
of the equine residents of CDHR, a nonprofit 
organization, located in East Hampton, that 
is dedicated to saving the lives of neglected or 
abused draft horses as well as draft horses head-
ing to slaughter.  For more information visit 
www.ctdraftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/
ctdraftrescue.

The event’s premier sponsor is Tine Dale 
Electrical Contractors. For questions and spon-
sorship inquiries, email cdhrcarshow@gmail.
com.

The Great 
Restaurant Raffle 

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary group is holding The Great Restaurant 
Raffle through May 31.  A $20 ticket enters you 
to win one of three local restaurant gift card 
bundles. Purchase three or more tickets to be 
entered into the golden ticket prize. 

Tickets can be purchased by cash or check in 
person at the library (105 Main St.), or via the 
link on the library’s website easthamptonpubli-
clibrary.org.

All funds raised benefit the East Hampton 
Public Library. 

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon 
providing the sermon. Coffee hour and fellow-
ship are provided directly after the service. 

For more information, visit cc-eh.org. Office 
hours are Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Group will meet 
on Wednesday, June 10 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
to share scripture around what the Bible says 
about being a man. There will be coffee, pastries 
and conversation.

Chicken BBQ: The drive-thru Chicken BBQ 
will be held Saturday, June 13, from noon to 5 
p.m., at the church field. The meal includes a 
leg/thigh chicken quarter, baked beans cole-
slaw, dinner roll and water bottle for $15. Call 
or email the church with your order and pick-
up time.

Baby Bottle Drive: The Baby Bottle Drive to 
benefit the ABC Women’s Center will end on 

Father’s Day, June 21. Bottles are available at the 
church.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in 
the chapel. The next study will resume in the 
fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for May: Maureen Girard, a 
Connecticut-based painter. Her paintings may 
be viewed at the library throughout the month. 
Join the library for an artist’s reception on Fri-
day, May 29 from 4-6 p.m.

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, June 3 and 17, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill 
levels welcome; lessons available. For more in-
formation contact pjhoffman1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

The Board of Directors for the Middle Had-
dam Public Library will hold a Dedication Cer-
emony of Memorial Plaques in honor of Leon-
ard Nelson Blake, Dr. Cynthia Wyeth Peterson, 
and Dr. Gerald Alan Peterson on Sunday, June 
7 from 2-4 p.m. Join the library for music and 
light refreshments.

Old Home Days Parade to Return

The Old Home Days Parade will make its triumphant return Saturday, July 11, at 
11 a.m. Pictured is a scene from the 1920 parade.

The Old Home Days Parade will return Satur-
day, July 11, at 11 a.m.

The theme of this year’s Old Home Days is 
“Bells, Boats and Birth of our Nation.” The pa-
rade will celebrate the town’s history as Bell-
town, its connection to ship building, Lake Po-

cotopaug, and America’s 250th birthday. 
It’s not too late to join the parade; visit www.

ehohd.org to register. For information, con-
tact Bo Tinson at 860-414-9712 or RLTinson@
gmail.com.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-

nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.
A small group of volunteers will sort, clean 

and price the donations. Items not accepted: 
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise 
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style 
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that 
can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers 

and fish tank pumps.
Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on June 13 

and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8. Drop-off 
is located at the lower end of the building in 
the garage area by Helping Hands, 27 Skinner 
St. Please do not drop off your donations at the 
main entrance to the building or on any other 
drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m., 
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

America 250 Community Treasure Hunt
In celebration of America 250, Bevin Bros. 

Mfg., makers of Bevin Bells in East Hampton, 
is bringing patriotic fun to the community 
with a special treasure hunt: “13 Bells for 13 
Colonies.”

Beginning June 1, Bevin Bros. will hide 13 
numbered bells around East Hampton, with 
each bell representing one of the original 13 
colonies. Community members are invited 
to search for the bells while out and about 
around town.

Those who find a bell are encouraged to 
take a photo with it and either email the photo 

to sales@bevinbells.com or bring the bell to 
the Bevin Bros. factory office at 17 Watrous 
Street in East Hampton. Photos may be shared 
by Bevin Bros. to celebrate the finders and the 
community spirit of the event.

As a special thank-you, anyone who brings 
a found bell to the factory office will receive 
a second America 250 commemorative bell 
to celebrate the nation’s birthday. The trea-
sure hunt will continue until all 13 bells have 
been found, so residents and visitors are en-
couraged to keep their eyes peeled. You never 
know where a bell might appear!

Rockin’ and a-rollin’.....The Jukebox 45 Show Band would like to thank everyone for 
coming out to their benefit concert for East Hampton High School‘s Project Gradu-
ation. The show was sold out, and a good time was had by all.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 6.15% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Residents to Vote on Budget Referendum June 2
By Anne Lilburn

Next week, East Hampton residents will vote 
at a budget referendum on June 2. Voters will 
be weighing in on the town’s proposed FY 2027 
general government budget of $20,301,504 and 
FY 2027 education budget of $40,150,937.

In a year when property revaluations hit 
many East Hampton residents hard, the budget 
has been a contentious topic for many. At re-
cent town council meetings over the past couple 
months, some residents expressed displeasure 
with the proposed increase over the past year, 
with a proposed 3.23% increase to the overall 
budget and a proposed 3.58% increase to the 
education side of that budget.

Many council members, Board of Finance 
Vice Chair Dan Finn - a Democrat - and Su-
perintendent of Schools Timothy Van Tasel 
all made the case recently that the town, like 

many others in the state and country, faced an 
unusual year with rising health care premiums 
and inflation driving up the cost of running the 
town. They also faced much of the budget being 
devoted to previously-negotiated, fixed “people 
costs,” including salaries and benefits, that are 
harder to trim. They argued that keeping the 
budget flat, in these inflationary times, would 
result in cuts to services.

The town’s proposed mill rate, at 28.67, is sig-
nificantly lower than the prior year, with a 27.8% 
reduction, due to that same property revalua-
tion, which saw many relatively lower-to-mid 
priced homes facing steep increases in values, 
adding to the grand list totals while also shift-
ing tax burden around. Council members had 
previously expressed concerns that the revalua-
tions might negatively impact those who would 
have a harder time managing an increase, but 
conceded that the revaluations were in line with 

increasing property values statewide, which is 
also a challenge faced by many communities.

On the town website’s budget page, voters 
can find a FY 2027 Property Tax Estimator that 
will allow them to locate their property and 
download their field card that will show them 
what they are estimated to pay in property tax-
es according to their current assessment value 
and the proposed budget mill rate. Council 
members and Cox have referred people to this 
tool to assess how the proposed budget might 
affect them. That estimator can be found at 
https://easthamptonct.gov/1749/Annual-Bud-
get-2026-2027.

One thing that council members from both 
parties have agreed upon this budget season 
has been the importance of showing up to vote. 
At a town council meeting earlier this month, 
council member Joelyn Leon, a Democrat, la-
mented that turnout was typically low for bud-

get referendums. She said she worried low turn-
out would mean that people who relied on the 
schools and other town services could see steep 
cuts if the budget did not pass.

She argued in favor of supporting education 
in town, making the case that strong schools 
strengthened property values and economic 
development, and that they were good for the 
community. Council Chair Dean Markham, 
also a Democrat, said that if the budget did not 
pass, he worried that people would see cuts to 
services they did not want to lose.

On the other side, council member Ted Hintz, 
a Republican, has said repeatedly that he does 
not believe the budget is going to pass and has 
argued that declining school enrollment should 
result in cuts to the education budget. 

One thing they all agreed on, though: resi-
dents should show up to vote and make their 
voices heard.EHHS Class of ‘67

Reunion
Members of the East Hampton High 

School Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 
Bellringers will get together Saturday, Sept. 
12, from 2-5 p.m., at the Dublin. As usual, 
order off the menu and pay as you go. Call 
or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your spot.

Plaque Dedication
Ceremony

The Board of Directors of the Middle Had-
dam Public Library invites all to a Dedication 
Ceremony of Memorial Plaques on Sunday, 
June 7, from 2-4 p.m., at the library, 2 Knowles 
Rd.

The plaques are in honor of Leonard Nelson 
Blake and Dr. Gerald Alan Peterson & Dr. Cyn-
thia Wyeth Peterson. Light refreshments and 
beverages will be provided, and a string quartet 
will perform.

All are invited to come celebrate the library’s 
new porch addition and celestial garden armil-
lary.

East Hampton, Let’s
Celebrate America 250!

This summer, as July 4 nears, the EH Amer-
ica 250 committee is inviting homeowners and 
businesses around East Hampton to help cel-
ebrate America’s 250th anniversary by decorat-
ing your homes in the spirit of America 250.

Bring out the flags, bunting, red, white, and 
blue lights, patriotic porch décor, and historic 
flair. Fill the streets with American pride so that 
everyone who drives through town can see East 
Hampton celebrating in a big way.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.
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SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

Spring is here! Time to sell! 
Ranked #1 for 2024-2023-2022-2021-2020-

2019-2018-2017-2016-2015-2014-2013-2012-
2011-2010 of SOLDs in total for Hebron, 
Lebanon, Columbia, Andover & Bozrah.

For Loyal Dependable Service and 
Top-Rated Agent...Call Today!

Call today for your free market analysis!
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105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections
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Big enough to be 
professional – Small 
enough to be personal

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.com

Member
of BBB

CT Lic
#555660

Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.
F U L L  S E RV I C E   |   D E S I G N   |   B U I L D   |   OV E R  3 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.

Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom – we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space. 

160 Oak St., Unit 210
Glastonbury, CT 06033 CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM 860.430.2661 

We Listen. We Draw. We Create.
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Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester
Auditions for CCT Summer Theater

The Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) 
will hold its Summer Children’s Theater Work-
shop in July – and auditions will be Sunday, 
June 14, from 1-3:30 p.m., and Monday, June 15, 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Auditions will take place at 
the Congregation Ahavath Achim (Colchester 
Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave. 

The workshop is open to all children entering 
grades 2-12. Every child must audition to at-
tend the program. There are no exceptions. All 
children who enroll are accepted. Auditions are 
solely for the purpose of cast placement. Each 
child is to bring sheet music or an instrumental 
recording and be prepared to sing. An accom-
panist will be provided.

This year, CCT will produce Disney’s Dare 
to Dream JR., a musical revue featuring vari-

ous Disney songs, including newer fan-favorites 
from The Princess and the Frog, Coco, Encanto 
and Frozen II. 

Required pre-registration must be completed 
at www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com/sum-
mer-workshop. The workshop fee is $140/child. 
Additional forms required to be completed by 
a parent/guardian will be available at auditions. 
Children only need to attend one audition, not 
both dates.

 The workshop will be held at Bacon Acad-
emy auditorium July 6-17, Monday through Fri-
day, from 9 a.m.-noon, culminating in a show 
on July 18 at 2 p.m.

Contact Diane Ozmun at 860-908-9286 or 
email info@colchestercommunitytheatre.com 
for additional information.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Thank you to everyone who has found their way to Dime to 
discover a better way of banking. 

Proud to celebrate
as Colchester’s home for community banking.

10 years

EST. 1869 | MEMBER FDIC

Community Banking Lives Here™

139 South Main Street | Colchester, CTFriday, June 5 | 9:00AM - 6:00PM

Stop by during the day for treats and refreshments.

Rededication ceremony at 1:00pm
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Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 
announced the following. Unless noted, regis-
tration is required for all programs. Credit cards 
are currently not accepted. For full descriptions 
of programs and to register, call 860-537-3911, 
email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a full list of 
activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/colches-
ter-senior-center.

Monday, June 1: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., Haircuts; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 
a.m.-noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 
p.m., Set Back.

Tuesday, June 2: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
NO Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Garden Club Container 
Workshop; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Corn-
hole; 1 p.m., AARP meeting at Papa Z’s; 1:15 
p.m., BINGO; 4 p.m.-8 p.m., Wellness Night.

Wednesday, June 3: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9 a.m., Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Reflexology; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring; 10 a.m., 
Hand and Foot Card Game; 10 a.m., Sit & Be 
Fit Video; 10:30 a.m., Life Review; 10:30 a.m., 
Caregivers Series; 11:15 a.m., TVCCA Carb 
Myth Presentation; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 
p.m., Cardio Drumming; 2:30 p.m., Cardio 
Drumming.

Thursday, June 4: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize; 10 a.m., Wii Bowling; 11 
a.m., Yoga; Noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 
p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes; 1 
p.m., Needlework Club; 4 p.m.-8 p.m., Wellness 
Night.

Friday, June 5: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours; 
9 a.m., Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1 p.m.-
3:30 p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15 BINGO.

Pre-Sale Bracelets
for Lions Carnival

The Colchester Lions Club will continue 
its annual Carnival on the Green Friday, 
May 29, from 6-10 p.m., and Saturday, May 
30, from noon-9 p.m. Weather conditions 
may affect operating hours. 

Ride vouchers are $35. 

Tag and Bake Sale
at St. Andrew

There will be a Tag Sale and Bake Sale at St. 
Andrew Parish Hall, 128 Norwich Avenue on 
June 6, from 8:30 a.m.–2 p.m.  A variety of items 
will be available. The church requested “no early 
birds, please.”  For more information, call Bar-
bara at 860-303-7814.

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open 
Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. through the end 
of December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s 
Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can also 
experience histories of people and places in the 
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester 
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or 860-537-3240.
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm;

Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday

RESTAURANT HOURS
Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm;
Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

884 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

WWW.CFISHCT.COM
860.522.3129

C
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Grill season starts here! 
Fresh seafood for the 

grill: Swordfish Steaks, 
Tuna, Salmon, 
Shrimp, Clams, 

Sea Scallops, Soft Shell 
Crab and more.

KICK OFF GRILLING SEASON AT CITY FISH!

Whether it’s a backyard BBQ family gathering or entertaining, 
we have the freshest seafood and we’re a local favorite.
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2644 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Spring Special!Spring Special!
Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)
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860-530-1781



www.ironchris.com

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester
Fundraiser for
Giving Garden

  The Colchester Giving Garden has started its 
14th season of growing and donating fresh veg-
etables to help feed those in need in the com-
munity – and a fundraiser to support its mission 
is coming up.

 The garden is all-volunteer, and all are wel-
come to join in. No gardening experience is 
necessary. The open work time is Tuesdays at 5 
p.m. at the garden. The garden is located at 95 
Norwich Ave.

On Monday, June 1, from 5-9 p.m., Mel’s 
Downtown Creamery, 32 Norwich Ave., will 
donate a percentage of its sales to the Colchester 
Giving Garden. 

For more information about the garden, 
email Colchestergivinggarden@gmail.com or 
look for the garden on Facebook.
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We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $167.99 •  5-Steps only $205.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats • Chippers • Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters • Over Seeders • Tile Saws 

Excavators • Trenchers • Air Compressors
Log Splitters • Compactors • & much more R
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Starting at 
$75.00 a Day

No Quantity 
Limits

No Mail In
Rebates

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 • 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Get started by calling 
Hebron Travel today!

Check those trips off your list!
2026 is the year to 
take that trip you 

have always wanted. MY LIST:
Galapagos

Alaska
........???

Machu Picchu

Bacon Thrower Headed to Bucknell
By Josh Howard

With the track and field outdoor champion-
ship season on the horizon, Bacon Academy 
standout thrower Liam Sweeney wants to close 
out his high school career with a bang before he 
tackles the next challenge on the collegiate level.

“I am incredibly excited to announce my 
commitment to Bucknell University to continue 
my academic and athletic career at the Divi-
sion I level,” Sweeney announced on Instagram 
in April. “I want to thank my parents for their 
endless support throughout this entire journey, 
I couldn’t have done it without you.”

Sweeney will join a Bison team at Bucknell – a 
private liberal-arts college in Lewisburg, Penn-
sylvania – that competes in the Patriot League.  

College athletics is a four-year journey for 
Sweeney, who didn’t start throwing competi-
tively until his freshman year at Bacon Academy.

Over the last four years, Sweeney has crafted 
an impeccable resume that includes multiple 
conference and state championships during 
both the indoor and outdoor track and field 
seasons. 

Sweeney is coming off an indoor season 
where he won both the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) championship and the Class 
S state championships in the shot put. He went 
on to place top three in the event at both the 
State Open and New England Championships, 
qualifying for both the New Balance Nationals 
and Nike Nationals. 

His efforts this past winter helped the Bobcats 
place third overall in conference. 

Following the indoor season, Bacon Acad-
emy head coach Steve Browning said that Swee-
ney returned “very composed and methodical” 
for his senior season and has delivered as both a 

competitor and leader.  
Along with his success in the shot put, Swee-

ney has also excelled in the weight throw, dis-
cus, hammer throw, and javelin. 

This spring, he has continued to stack up wins 
and most recently captured another ECC title in 
the shot put on May 20. 

It’s been a rapid rise to the top of the leader-
boards for Sweeney, who first started his athletic 
career on the soccer field through Colchester 
Youth Soccer. In middle school, Sweeney began 
doing CrossFit and credited the high-intensity 
strength and conditioning programs for helping 
with his power and explosion as a thrower.  

Sweeney noted that becoming a state champi-
onship thrower is a combination of strength and 
technique, adding “More important, it’s about 
doing things that are productive.”

When he first started competing his freshman 
year at Bacon, Sweeney recalled nearly qualify-
ing for states his first season, which intensified 
his passion for the sport. 

Additionally, he credits coaching for helping 
him take his love of throwing to the next level. 
Browning and Kevin Gilhuly have helped guide 
him at Bacon Academy, while Matt Ellis has 
been his coach and mentor in the offseason.

Ellis is the owner of  Elite Throws Coaching 
in Rhode Island and Sweeney has been making 
the trip to the Ocean State to received coach-
ing on a regular basis. Ellis stated that Sweeney 
“works extremely hard at his craft.”

“The best thing about Liam’s throwing jour-
ney is how he has become a student of the sport,” 
added Ellis. “He’s very coachable but he also stud-
ies the events and corrects things on his own. He 
watches videos, social media posts from Olympic 
level throwers, and is constantly breaking down 

technique to improve his performances.” 
At his next stop, Sweeney will join a sea-

soned coaching staff that includes the program’s 
head coach Kevin Donner and assistant coach/
throws coach Ryan Protzman.

After visiting several schools, Sweeney said 
“Bucknell was really the one that stood out to me.”

 “It’s a great program and they have great 
coaching,” added Sweeney, who will study me-
chanical engineering. 

Ellis believes that Sweeney has the right 
mindset to succeed at the next level. 

“He also understands this sport is a long 

game and how progress is not linear,” explained 
Ellis. “There are so many ups and downs. He 
has stayed patient and consistent and worked so 
hard to get where he is right now.”

But before he packs his bags for college, Swee-
ney is hoping the last month of his high school 
career is the most productive and best one yet. 

The Class S state championship are slated for 
Monday, June 1, with the State Open scheduled 
the following weekend. If all goes well, return 
trips to regionals and nationals will also be in 
Sweeney’s future. 

Liam Sweeney, a senior at Bacon Academy, has committed to throw for the track 
and field program at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania. Sweeney is surrounded by 
his family at his signing day at Bacon Academy in April.  

Local AARP 40th Anniversary and Luncheon
The next meeting of the Colchester-area 

Chapter 4019 of AARP is on Tuesday, June 
2, at Papa Z’s, 713 Middletown Rd. The gath-
ering starts at 12:30 p.m., with lunch being 
served at 1 p.m. 

At the meeting, the Colchester-area chapter 
will celebrate its 40th anniversary as a local 
chapter of AARP, observe the 250th anniver-
sary of the country, and install its officers for 

2026-27. In addition to the luncheon, there 
will be a trivia game and door prizes.  

The cost for the luncheon is $30 and in-
cludes meal, tax and tip. Any senior in the 
Colchester area is invited to attend. Send an 
email to irenenorm@comcast.net to obtain 
information about where to mail a check in 
order to be able to attend, or with any ques-
tions.

Garden Club Plant Sale
The Colchester Garden Club plant sale will 

be held Sunday, June 14, during the Colchester 
Business Association’s Tag Sale on the Green. 
The club will sell houseplants, annuals, peren-
nials, herbs, shrubs, and garden/plant related 
items from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on the Colchester 
Town Green. 

Rain date is June 28.
Purchases support our community beautifi-

cation efforts, public education programs, youth 
activities, and senior center programs. For more 
information about the Colchester Garden Club 
contact colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com.

Local Scout
Leads Food Drive

Colchester’s Troop 13 is rallying behind Life 
Scout Anthony DePaola as he works toward 
completing his Eagle Scout Service Project - 
a community food drive benefiting Catholic 
Charities of Norwich.

DePaola is collecting non-perishable food 
items such as canned vegetables, soups, pasta, 
rice, and other long lasting staples. Residents 
can drop off donations at a drive through event 
at St. Andrew’s Church, 128 Norwich Ave., in 
Colchester on June 7, June 14, and June 21 from 
9:45 a.m. to noon.

Residents Graduate
Colchester residents Jordan Malloy and Ryan 

Claffey recently graduated from Stonehill Col-
lege in Easton, Mass.

Resident Graduates
Erin Dalton of Colchester recently graduated 

from Salve Regina University in Newport, R.I. 
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Co-Ed Adult Softball
Colchester is accepting registration for a 

newly formed co-ed adult softball league.
Teams are being formed in Colchester, East 

Hampton and Portland. Games may be played 
in all three towns in July and August. You have 
the option of registering with a team, or as an 
individual to be added to a team with open po-
sitions. Rosters must have a minimum of four 
women and will be capped at 15 players. Town 
recreation departments will provide the fields, 
balls and umpires – each team must provide 
their own bats and catchers equipment.

The fee is $550 per team to cover the town 
expenses associated with games.

Registration will close June 1, at which 
point game schedules, rules and more infor-
mation will be sent out. For more informa-
tion, call Colchester Parks and Recreation at 
860-537-7297. 

To register in Colchester, go to colchesterc-
trec.recdesk.com/Community/Home. To reg-
ister in East Hampton or Portland, use their 
town websites. 

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

Connecticut Trails Day! Forest Bathing at 
Salmon River State Forest: Sunday, June 7, 10 
a.m.-noon. Join Lisa Hageman and Liza Sivek 
for a moderately slow-paced, three-mile hike 
with the practice of Forest Bathing. For this 
meditative, quiet hike, meet at the Air Line Trail 
South/”Hairpin Turn” parking lot at 280 Bull Hill 
Rd., Colchester (see directions on the site). From 
there, walk to the Salmon River Forest trail near-
by. There is no fee for this hike; it is free to all for 
Connecticut Trails Day. Rain postpones to a date 
to be announced. This hike is not suggested for 
smaller children, and it is not stroller-friendly. 
Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

Fairy House Builders Wanted!: The second 
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter – but CLT needs help to make the magic 
happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail? 
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be 
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house 
in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with 
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail 
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep 
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read 
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org

Blue Moon Owl Prowl: Sunday, May 31, 7:30 
p.m. Join host Liza Sivek for an Owl Prowl night 
hike under the rare Blue Moon at Bulkeley Hill 
Preserve. Soft drinks and snacks will be provid-
ed. After a talk, take a moonlit hike through the 
BHP trails , using recorded barred owl calls to 
attract local resident owls. This is a slow hike, on 
a wooded trail with rocks, roots, etc. Red light 
flashlights will be used by the guides. Approxi-
mate length of hike is about a leisurely mile, 
with several stops to call owls. More details on-
line. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will 
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. 
All are invited to stop by and learn more about 
the land trust.

Summer Book and Bake Sale
The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will 

hold its Summer Book and Bake Sale at Cragin 
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., from June 
5-10.

On Friday, June 5, from 4-7 p.m., there will 
be a pre-sale admission charge of $5 to pick 
the “cream of the crop.”  There is no admission 
charge from Saturday-Wednesday. The schedule 
is:

Saturday, June 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, June 
7, 11 a.m. -3 p.m.; Monday, June 8, and Tuesday, 
June 9, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Wednesday, June 10, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

There will be a Monday-Wednesday special: 
fill a box or bag for $5.

The Friends will have many books, includ-
ing large-print books and audiobooks. The 
Friends will also have music, movies, puzzles, 
and games. 

Also at the sale, the Friends will celebrate 
America 250th by offering an accessible table 
with books and media related to America dur-
ing the Revolutionary period.

Baked goods will be for sale, and will be indi-
vidually wrapped.

The Friends said that while it cannot accept 
debit cards or credit cards, an ATM is close by.  	

All proceeds support library programs that 
benefit the patrons of Cragin Memorial Library. 

Vendors Sought
for Tag Sale

The Colchester Business Association is look-
ing for vendors for its annual Colchester Tag 
Sale event. The event will be held on Town 
Green on Sunday, June 14, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. A 
rain date will be scheduled for June 28.

The CBA plans to have over 100 vendors sell-
ing products and tag sale items. There will also 
be food vendors. Spaces for tag sale and non-
business are $35. 

For applications, visit Colchestercba.com or 
email info@colchesterctbusiness.com.

Youth Services
Summer Programs 

Summer is almost here—and so are Colches-
ter Youth Services summer programs.

Registration is now officially open, and spots 
are already filling up fast. Most of the programs 
are designed for youth entering grades 4-12, with 
a variety of activities planned all summer long.

To secure a spot, and for more information, 
visit colchester-youth-services.jumbula.com/
home.

Book-Signings
with Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander, 
an award-winning author known for bringing 
ocean science to life for young audiences, has 
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea. 

To celebrate, she will be hosting several events 
across the region, including book-signings and 
interactive storytimes designed to engage curi-
ous, ocean-loving kids.

Upcoming events include: Saturday, May 30, 
11 a.m. – Storytime and signing at Bank Square 
Books in Mystic; Saturday, June 27, 11 a.m. – 
Storytime at Salem Public Library.

These programs introduce children to marine 
animals like the giant cuttlefish and anglerfish 
through storytelling and hands-on activities. 

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident 
currently residing in Colchester. She is the au-
thor of Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep. 

Special Education
Records Disposal

The Colchester Board of Education will de-
stroy any and all special education records and 
section 504 records of students who graduated 
or would have graduated with the class of 2020.

If any student, as described above, would like 
a copy of their special education or 504 records, 
they must request a copy of the records prior to 
destruction on July 15, 2026.

Forward all requests to the Dept. of Pupil Ser-
vices and Special Education, 380 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, Ct., 06415, or by calling the Pupil 
Services office at 860-537-3103.

Upon request, records will be available for 
pickup only at the Dept. of Pupil Services.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

City Island Lobster House – Bronx, N.Y.: 
June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Cost is $171/person, 
which includes transportation and lunch. 

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. Experience an au-
thentic Amish dinner prepared by an Amish 
family and see the play Joshua. Cost is $509/per-
son (double or triple occupancy) and includes 
transportation, one night hotel, one breakfast, 
one dinner, admissions, tour escort, driver and 
tour director gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 

multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East Hill 
Farm, live German music, and more. Cost is $158/
person and includes transportation and lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Bacon Academy Trustees Present Annual Scholarships

Bacon Academy’s annual Senior Awards & Scholarship Night was held on May 19. 
Amongst the scholarships given out were eight by the Bacon Academy Scholarship 
Fund and one by the Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Co. Recipients of those 
awards, starting from the left are Troy Johnson, Madison Levasseur, Ahviel Rodriguez, 
Corinne Toennes, Brynn Herboldt, Bela Dec, Kylie Borenko, Liana Southworth and 
Jillian Snow.

On May 19, the Bacon Academy Board of 
Trustees continued its long tradition of bestow-
ing scholarships and awards at Bacon Acad-
emy’s Senior Awards and Scholarship Evening. 
Recipients of Bacon Academy Board of Trust-
ees Scholarships and Awards are, starting from 
left, Jillian Snow, Otis Prize, Brynn Herboldt, 
Charles H. Blacker Scholarship, Elijah Banks, 
Adam Piekarz Scholarship, Sokhano Nguon, 
Gilbert Lamb Memorial Essay Prize, Benjamin 
Buyniski, Otis Prize, and Charlotte Galarneau, 
Senior Math Award.

Recipients not pictured are Rachel Rumph, 
Pierpoint Bacon Scholarship, Ethan Creutz, Au-
gust Gorreck Memorial Scholarship, and Lanie 
McIlduff and Ethan Cruetz, Stanley Weich Ath-
letic Prize.

Representing the Board of Trustees are An-
drew Norton, Chairman, and Cathy Johnson, 
Treasurer.

Learn more about the scholarships and 
awards by visiting https://baconacademytrust-
ees.org/scholarships.html

Ladies Guild Offering
Trip to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring a 
trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see 
Joshua. 

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner 
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish 
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and 
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse. 

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849 
for a single.  Transportation will be on a deluxe 
motorcoach.  For more information, contact 
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

ECC Names Colchester 
Resident ‘Rising Star’

Colchester resident Marina Swanback, Nor-
wich Technical High School student and Team 
Captain of the Griswold Girls High School La-
crosse team, has been recognized by the Eastern 
Connecticut Conference with both the Rising 
Star Award and the Sportsmanship of the Year 
Award.

Swanback was honored for her leadership, 
dedication, and commitment both on and off 
the field. The Rising Star recognition high-
lighted her athletic growth and impact within 
the conference, while the Sportsmanship of the 
Year Award reflected the integrity, character and 
leadership she demonstrated throughout com-
petition.

Marina Swanback

Discover ‘Exuberantly 
Decorated Arts’

A new exhibit, “Discovering Colchester’s Ex-
uberantly Decorated Arts: 1760-1820,” opens at 
the Colchester History Museum with a special 
program on Sunday, May 31, at 2 p.m. 

The exhibit showcases Revolutionary War-era 
furniture and textiles, highlighting local cabi-
netmakers and creative women whose works 
are now part of major museum collections. 
Historians Arthur Liverant and Kevin Tulimieri 
will narrate the opening program.

Visit the exhibit Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
or by appointment to explore Colchester’s re-
markable legacy. Come discover the material 
goods created right here in Colchester in the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

For more information, call 860 537-4230 or 
email mail@colchesthistory.org.

Fundraiser for 
Giving Garden

The Colchester Giving Garden has started its 
14th season of growing and donating fresh veg-
etables to help feed those in need in the com-
munity – and a fundraiser to support its mission 
is coming up. The garden is all-volunteer, and 
all are welcome to join in. No gardening experi-
ence is necessary.

The open work time is Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
the garden. The garden is located at 95 Norwich 
Ave. On Monday, June 1, from 5-9 p.m., Mel’s 
Downtown Creamery, 32 Norwich Ave., will 
donate a percentage of its sales to the Colchester 
Giving Garden. For more information about the 
garden, email Colchestergivinggarden@gmail.
com or look for the garden on Facebook.

Resident Graduates
Davin Roy, of Colchester, graduated cum 

laude with an MBA from Shepherd University 
in Shepherdstown, W. Va. Davin worked as a 
graduate assistant strength and conditioning 
coach with multiple Shepherd teams.
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Hebron Voters Reject Budgets Again, Approve CIP
By Toriana Williams

For the second time this month, voters in He-
bron rejected nearly every proposed budget on 
the ballot during Tuesday night’s referendum 
on May 26. The outcome means town officials 
must once again revise the budgets and return 
to voters for another referendum on June 16, as 
required under the town charter.

Residents voted down the proposed $44.02 
million overall budget for the 2026-2027 fiscal 
year by a vote of 1,168 to 929. This budget rep-
resented a 3.55% increase over the current year.

Voters also rejected both proposed budgets 
from Regional School District 8 (RHAM), with 
the operating budget failing at a 1,222 to 873 
vote and the RHAM Capital Improvement Plan 
with a vote of 1,148 to 947.

The only proposal to survive the referendum 
was the town’s $694,789 CIP budget, which nar-
rowly passed by a 1,055 to 1,038 votes.

Hebron’s revised Board of Education budget 
totaled $15.32 million after a recommended re-
duction of $300,000 from the Board of Finance. 
This was a 6.89% increase over the current year. 
RHAM’s revised education budget totalled 
$32.8 million - 0.65% increase - with Hebron’s 
share increasing by $629,142 after district offi-
cials discovered an accounting error that led to 
surplus funds being returned to towns.

The advisory questions on the ballot showed 
that many residents remain most concerned 
about education spending. For the town gov-
ernment budget, 1,208 voters said it was “too 
high,” while 688 called it “just right” and 114 
said it was “too low.” The Hebron BOE budget 
drew similar responses, with 1,252 voters call-
ing it “too high,” compared to 503 who said it 
was “just right” and 272 who said it was “too 
low.”

The RHAM budget faced even stronger oppo-

sition, which was not surprising as Hebron was 
the driving force behind its failing the last time 
around. For the town’s share of the RHAM oper-
ating budget, 1,366 voters labeled it “too high,” 
while only 543 called it “just right.”

Speaking Tuesday night after the results came 
in, Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a Demo-
crat, said she was encouraged that the CIP bud-
get passed, even while the operating budgets 
failed again.

“I’m pleased to see that the CIP did pass,” 
Thiele said. “It’s good to know that we can move 
those capital projects forward. Those are some 
important projects for the infrastructure of our 
town.”

She also said she believed the town budget 
results showed some progress compared to the 
first referendum earlier this month. “I am en-
couraged to see that the vote differential for the 
town budget has shrunk quite a bit,” she said. 
“So I think that means we’re headed in the right 
direction.”

Still, Thiele acknowledged the broader fi-
nancial pressures many residents are feeling. “I 
think ultimately, right now, this speaks to larger 
economic issues that people are facing in their 
own homes,” she shared. “This is a very difficult 
economic climate.”

She added that Hebron is not alone.
“I think statewide, a lot of towns are strug-

gling with their budget votes,” Thiele said. “I 
think Hebron’s not unique in that.” According 
to Thiele, the repeated referendum process also 
comes with additional costs to taxpayers.

“Each time we do this, it does cost us any-
where between $3,000 and $5,000 to run a refer-
endum,” she said. “I think that fact is important 
that the public understands that.”

Under the town charter, rejected budgets 

must be revised and brought back before voters 
every three weeks until they pass.

Board of Finance Chair Brian Thibeault, a 
Democrat, explained that the next steps now fall 
largely on the shoulders of the BOF. He said the 
board will likely schedule a special meeting to 
discuss the referendum results and recommend 
new budget figures for town leaders and school 
officials.

“Other boards may need to schedule ad-
ditional meetings, or use currently scheduled 
meetings to discuss the budget results as well,” 
he added.

Thibeault also noted that the advisory ques-
tions will likely play a major role in shaping the 
next version of the budget, similar to the last 
round of discussions of revisions. “The answer 
to this will be influenced by the advisory ques-
tions on the referendum ballot,” he said when 
asked what areas might be reconsidered or re-
duced.

Thiele said the BOF can direct overall reduc-
tions but cannot cut specific line items them-
selves. “They do not have line item authority,” 
she explained. “They just provide a number.” 
That means the Town Council and BOE would 
ultimately decide where cuts are to be made.

Thiele also praised the return of advisory 
questions to the referendum ballot and called 
them an important tool for town leaders. “I 
think it’s incredibly helpful,” she said. “I’m very 
pleased that this town council had the foresight 
to add them back in.”

She said the “just right” option especially 
gives officials a clearer understanding of voter 
opinions. “I do foresee in the future that these 
advisory questions will not go away,” she said.

Meanwhile, Hebron BOE Chair Heather Petit 
- a Democrat - and Superintendent of Schools 
Thomas Baird issued a joint statement express-
ing disappointment over the referendum re-
sults. “While I am disappointed by the outcome, 
I respect the decision of the voters,” the state-
ment read.

The two school leaders said the BOE had al-
ready reduced the proposed budget by roughly 
$300,000 before Tuesday’s vote. “The board had 
already made approximately $300,000 reduc-
tions prior to the referendum, including admin-
istrative restructuring, staffing reductions and 
adjustments to certain programs and services,” 
the statement said.

Officials warned that further reductions 
could eventually impact students. “Any reduc-
tion in funding has the potential to affect stu-
dents, whether through staffing, programming, 
student supports, extracurricular opportunities 
or class offering,” they said.

However, Petit and Baird stressed that school 
officials would try to protect classroom learn-
ing as much as possible. “Our priority will re-
main protecting student learning, maintaining 
educational quality ensuring students continue 
to have access to the academic and enrichment 
opportunities they need to succeed,” they stated.

Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser
The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship 

fundraiser will be held Friday, June 5, at The 
Greenleaf Café, 47 Main St. 

A $20 ticket donation is appreciated. A pasta 
dinner will be provided along with entertain-
ment by Blue Mountain Haze. Raffle tickets will 
also be available for purchase along with a 50/50 
raffle. 

Paige Kendra Houston, 17, was killed in a car 
accident in the early morning of Aug. 6, 2013 – 
just weeks before what was to be her senior year 

at RHAM High School. Each year since 2014, 
two RHAM graduates have each been awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship in honor of Paige. Money 
raised at the fundraising dinner will go towards 
this cause. 

If you have any questions or would like to 
contribute in any way, please free to contact Mi-
chele Stephens-Houston at KMPCS@comcast.
net or 860-729-3305. Donations may also be 
dropped off at the Greenleaf Café.

‘Witness Stones’ Program Coming to St. Peter’s
On Saturday, May 30, from 4-6 p.m., at St. Pe-

ter’s Church (30 Church St.) in Hebron, RHAM 
Middle School Inquiry Academy students will 
commemorate the lives of two African Ameri-
cans from the town’s past. 

 Through the Witness Stones Project funded 
by the Hebron Greater Together Community 
Fund and in affiliation with Historic New Eng-
land and the Hebron Historical Society, stu-
dents will present their research projects based 
upon primary documents examining the lives 
of Martin Powers and Cesar Peters Jr. 

The Witness Stones Project has placed more 
than 300 memorial stones in seven states and 

developed an award-winning curriculum that 
engages students and communities in meaning-
ful historical research. RHAM Inquiry Academy 
students have previously researched and com-
memorated the lives of three African Americans 
from Hebron: Cesar Peters Sr., Pomp Mendo, 
and Henry Peters.

The general public is invited to view and talk 
with students about their projects on May 30, 
and to be present when the two latest Witness 
Stones markers are dedicated in front of St. Pe-
ter’s Church across from the land these two Af-
rican Americans farmed.

Landmarks on Parade 
Hebron CT Celebrates America 250 will hold 

Landmarks on Parade, a walking history tour of 
Hebron, on Saturday, May 30, from 1-4 p.m.

The tour will feature historic homes and 
gardens throughout the center of Hebron, 
with some facts and some scandalous fiction. 
Tours will start on the hour and the half hour. 
Walkers will hear about early Hebron, the Gull 
Schoolhouse, Fuller Tavern, Old Main Street, 
the importance of Old Town Hall, how Doug-
las Library became Douglas Library, an old 
blacksmith shop, gardens, meeting halls, houses 
of worship and homes built and owned by He-
bron’s prominent first families. 

Each tour lasts approximately an hour and a 
half; the last tour leaves at 2:30 p.m. Wear com-
fortable walking shoes. The event is free and 
includes entertainment by Past Curfew, a cap-
pella group and Marlborough Jr. Fife and Drum 
Corps. Snacks and refreshments will be provid-
ed. Tours start and end at the Town Hall com-
plex, 15 Gilead St. To register for a time slot, look 
on Facebook for Hebron CT Celebrates America 
250, visit thetowncenterproject.org, or send an 
email to ttcp@thetowncenterproject.org. 

Drop-ins are welcome, but registration is 
highly encouraged. This is a free event. 

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, lo-

cated at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the cen-
ter of Hebron, invites you to their next Shabbat 
service on Friday, June 12 at 7:15 p.m.  All are 
welcome to attend. Dessert will be served fol-
lowing the service.

Prior to the service, they will provide a pot-
luck dinner at 6 p.m.  If you would like to join 
for dinner, email ubofhebron@gmail.com to let 
them know what dish you will bring and how 
many people to expect.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conservative 
and Reform traditions in our services and our 

membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

If you’re interested in donating to their capi-
tal campaign to help fund a new roof and other 
major renovations, visit their GoFundMe site at 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-united-
brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member, joining for the high holidays 
in the fall, or would like to learn more about the 
synagogue, visit their website at www.ubofh-
ebron.org or email them at ubofhebron@gmail.
com.  More information about upcoming events 
and services can be found on their Facebook 
page.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 

com/GileadChurchUCC.
Upcoming Events and General Announce-

ments: Children’s Sunday: Worship on Sunday, 
June 14, at 10 a.m., will celebrate the participa-
tion and accomplishments of the youth in Gil-
ead’s Sunday School and Youth Group programs 
throughout the year.

Summer Hours to Start: On Sunday, June 21, 
the church will transition to its summer hours, 
with worship at 9:30 a.m. and Coffee Hour at 
10:30 a.m. Watch for dates for the once-monthly 
outdoor worship summer services.
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Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. For 
more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Peaceful Poses Chair Yoga: Wednesdays, 
June 3-24, 10-11 a.m., at Pathways to Peace 
Yoga, 269 Church St. Chair yoga is a gentle 
practice allowing participants to enjoy yoga 
while seated or using a chair for support. It is 
suitable for beginners, seniors, and those recov-
ering from surgery. 

Cheer and Dance Camp: June 29-July 2, 
9-11:30 a.m., at RHAM High School, for grades 

1-4. Campers will develop dance and cheer 
skills such as jumps, stunts, and formations 
while enjoying games and teamwork. 

Football Camp: June 22-26, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School, for ages 7-14. Join RHAM 
football’s head coach and the RHAM football 
players for a week of offensive and defensive 
skill development. 

Food Explorers Summer Kickoff Camp: 
June 17-19, 9 a.m.-noon, at Hebron Elemen-
tary School. You’ll be making two recipes from 
scratch each day such as Pizza Stuffed Naan’s, 
Chocolate Monkey Bread and Homemade Pas-
ta. Recipes are nut-free but may contain dairy, 
eggs and gluten. 

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday 
Mass at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times, particularly to note the 
permanent change to the Tuesday evening Mass 

and adoration times.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 

available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tra-
ditional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music 
and choir). A coffee hour is held following each 
service. Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. 
service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Witness Stone Installation & Research Dis-
play: May 30, 4 p.m.-6p.m. The Hebron Histori-
cal Society and RHAM Middle School students 
have been researching history of African Amer-
ican farming in the center of the village. They 
will be installing a Witness Stone on a pillar at 
the front of the church. There will be a display of 
student work and research findings in the par-
ish hall.

Tag Sale: June 5 and 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. St. 
Peter’s giant, annual tag sale of household items 
will be held. Information regarding donations 
including acceptable items will be available 
shortly.  If you wish to donate items, contact the 
office at 860-228-3244.   A portion of the pro-

ceeds from the tag sale will benefit the Coalition 
on Diversity and Equity (CoDE).

Comedy Performance – A Lesbian Tells: 
Friday, June 12, 6:30 p.m. All are invited to listen 
to stories by comedian Elizabeth McCain. Pre-
sented by St. Peter’s Church and the Coalition 
on Diversity and Equity (CoDE). Registration 
link at www.stpetershebron.com.

Blood Drive: Thursday, June 18, 1-6 p.m.
Frederick Douglass Speech: “What is the 

4th of July to a slave?”: June 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
Interpreter and orator, Fred Morsell will bring 
Frederick Douglass’ great speech to life in this 
performance sponsored by the Sanctuary Per-
forming Arts in collaboration with the Coali-
tion of Diversity and Equity. For tickets and 
performance information, go to www.stpetersh-
ebron.com.

Recurring Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour:  
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. – contact office for access 
information; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; Week-
ly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry.  The Women’s Club 
typically meets the 3rd or 4th Sunday each 
month for crafting and fellowship. The St. Pe-
ter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Next class is June 4.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: June 5.

Kingdom Women: Clothing Sale Fundraiser: 
Saturday, June 6, noon–3 p.m. The Women’s 
Ministry will hold a Pre-Loved Clothing Sale 
Fundraiser to raise funds for the summer retreat 
at Ender’s Island. Drop off your clean, gently 
worn clothes, shoes, and handbags.

June Fellowship Luncheon: Sunday, June 7, 
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. All are welcome to come 
following the 10 a.m. service.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recur-
ring weekly activities, see the online senior 
newsletter at hebronct.com/town-departments/
senior-center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. 
Registration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

Free Lunch & Learn - Mental Health as We 
Age: Wednesday, June 3, noon. Presented by 
Kara Caouette, LPC Masonicare Outpatient 
Services. Have a free lunch while learning about 
mental health as you age. The lunch choices are 
either turkey or tuna deli sandwich, chips, and a 
cookie; space is limited so please sign-up early. 
You must pre-register by Monday, June 1 at 10 
a.m., if you want lunch, but you can still come 
and listen even if you don’t plan on having lunch.

A Walk in Their Shoes - Dementia Simula-
tion: Two separate presentations, Monday, June 
22 at 11 a.m. and Tuesday, July 7 at 11 a.m. Join 
Heather Toutain from The Residence of Glaston-
bury as she will take you through a simulation 
experience to better understand with what living 
with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia can 

be like. We will guide you through the challeng-
es of compromised vision, hearing and dexterity 
which all affect cognition. Please call to register 
860-228-1700.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays at 11 a.m. 
Pre-registration is required by noon the day be-
fore. Call 860-228-1700. Schedule: June 5, Big Y, 
11 a.m.; June 12, Walmart; June 19, Stop & Shop; 
June 26, Big Y.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More information 
in the monthly newsletter or at the senior center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-
registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga, 
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
events and more information, call the library at 
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Artist of the Month: All 
this month, stop in and view a comprehensive 
collection of artwork by local artist Rita Reimer 
in the Community Room. 

Chair Yoga: Saturday, May 30, 10am. Come 
and stretch with Doug Gomez of Pathways to 
Peace Yoga Studio. This is the last session until 
fall. 

Friday Film: June 5, 1 p.m. Avatar: Fire and 
Ash (rated R) will be shown. Free popcorn and 
water will be served.

The Herbal Apothecary: Monday, June 1, 
6:30 p.m. Join Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable 
Lea Farm for an introduction to the craft of the 
home apothecary. This class is about the sim-
plicity of growing your own herbs and process-
ing them into useful products for your home.

Medicare Info Session: Wednesday, June 3 at 
2 p.m. or 6 p.m. Getting ready to retire? Unsure 
of Medicare? Bring your questions to Mark Ma-
crina of Senior Health & Retirement Services 
located in Colchester. 

A Pleasant Pairing: Wednesday, June 10, 
6:30 p.m. An educational talk with Kim Larkin 

highlighting the history and many health bene-
fits of tea and dark chocolate with insights from 
her chocolatier background. You will learn how 
to brew a proper cuppa. Includes samplings of 
tea infusions and chocolate. Registration is re-
quired. 

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Learn 
how to use the library’s new Bambu printers. All 
ages and experience levels welcome, but chil-
dren under 18 must be accompanied by a par-
ent. Register on the library website or call the 
library.

Knit-Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join this informal 
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong, regardless of your skill level.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. Players of all 
ages and skill levels are invited to drop in and 
play a game or improve their skills.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every 
Monday, 4-5 p.m. 

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

Tax Abatement
Applications Available

Applications for property tax abatements are 
available for Hebron residents. There is a town 
ordinance that defers property taxes when those 
taxes exceed 8% of total household income from 
any source.  

For example, if the total household income 
from any source totals $30,000, the property tax 
liability would be capped at $2,400.  The abate-
ment would be for any property taxes that ex-
ceeded $2,400.  The abatement would apply to 
the upcoming tax year beginning July 1. 

Those interested in the program can request 
an application by calling the town manager’s 
office at 860-228-5971.  Applications will be 
mailed upon request. The application deadline 
is May 31.   

Dean’s List
Mary Ciarrocchi of Hebron made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Belmont University in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Scouts Bottle
and Can Drive

The Hebron Scouts will be holding a Bottle 
and Can Fundraising Drive on Saturday, May 
30 from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. at Ted’s IGA in Hebron. 
Drop off redeemable bottles and cans to help 
support local scouting trips and activities. 

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com
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Rain poured down on Portland residents during their Memorial Day parade, but 
they did not let that sully the point of the holiday. They gathered together in remem-
brance of all fallen soldiers on Monday, May 25.

“My dad taught me to play trumpet when 
I was a little girl,” she said, “and I ran around 
the Legion Hall with him and I started playing 
trumpet with him, and it meant a lot to meet all 
the veterans and hear their stories.” 

She said that as she got older she wanted to 
play with him, but “he told me, ‘You can only 
play if you can play it well.’”

“He made me audition,” she laughed, “and the 
first year, I couldn’t play it well enough, and he 
said, ‘Maybe next year.’”

Kelsey, who described herself as her dad’s 
“mini me,” said she finally began performing 
next to him as a 12-year-old in 2002, stepping 
out of her role in the middle and high school 
band each year to perform alongside him. Her 
dad, Jeff, died “very unexpectedly” in 2018, and 
Kelsey said that people were worried she might 
not want to do it after that. They didn’t have to 
worry, she said. 

“First of all, my dad would haunt me from the 
grave,” she said, laughing, but also, “I grew up 
in this town, I know these veterans. I know the 
people who have passed away in the last year, 
and it means a lot to me.”

“Taps,” she said, was an important piece of 
music. 

“Those simple notes are just a way to say 
thank you,” she said, saying that she hears vet-
erans’ stories often in her career as a paramedic 
and a nurse. “It’s a last little tribute that you can 
say thank you, and it means a lot.”

 Indoors at Brownstone School, “The Singing 
Trooper” Daniel Clark performed patriotic and 
military songs, and local politicians, including 
State Senator Norm Needleman and State Rep-
resentative Christie Carpino gave short speeches.

Carpino noted how soaked everyone in the 

audience was.
“You’ll notice some of us are wet,” she said 

to chuckles in the audience, adding that she 
thought that was important. She said “keeping 
those who didn’t come home” in mind was es-
sential on that dreary day, adding that “the least 
we can do is march in the rain” to honor them.

Needleman remembered both those who 
were lost and those who came home with survi-
vor’s guilt, sharing the story of a Vietnam veter-
an and remembering how many from that fight 
were not received home with welcome arms.

The biggest guest of honor at the event, how-
ever, was Governor Ned Lamont, who showed 
up just before the ceremony began, in an unan-
ticipated twist. 

Pelton said he had heard from Needleman 
earlier in the day, who told Pelton that he had 
seen Lamont at an event earlier in the day and 
invited him to join him in Portland.

Lamont said he thought he might be in “the 
most patriotic place in the most patriotic state,” 
and encouraged those in the audience to re-
member those who had served, “not just on 
Memorial Day,” but all the time.

Appropriately on the rainy day, he referenced 
early American author and statesman Thomas 
Paine’s writing about “sunshine patriots” who 
flee in trying times, and spoke of the impor-
tance of defending the country and its ideals.

“When you see a vet,” he said, “thank them.”
Pelton said he found the governor’s speech 

“moving and meaningful,” adding that it was 
well-received. 

“I was personally extremely happy he came,” 
said Pelton, ”and invited him to come back and 
visit again soon.”

Voters Pass Town, RHAM Budget, Rejects AES Spending
By Toriana Williams

Voters in Andover finally approved the town 
budget and both Regional School District 8 
(RHAM) proposed budgets. However, they 
rejected the proposed budget for Andover El-
ementary School during the town’s second ref-
erendum of the season on Tuesday, May 26.

The referendum was bifurcated this time 
around, which meant voters cast separate bal-
lots for the town and education budgets after 
earlier proposals failed and forced officials back 
into budget discussions.

Residents approved the proposed $13.51 
million town budget for the 2026-2027 fiscal 
year by a vote of 412 to 367. The revised pro-
posal represented a 4.8% increase over the cur-
rent year. Voters in Andover also approved the 
RHAM operating budget by a vote of 417 to 360 
and passed the RHAM Capital Improvement 
Plan by 424 to 350.

However, the proposed Andover Elementary 
School budget was ultimately rejected by a rela-
tively close vote 431 to 343.

The revised AES budget total $5.01 million, a 

9.82% increase over the current year. That was 
lower after revisions were made to a previously 
proposed 11% increase that garnered strong op-
position from residents.

Meanwhile, RHAM’s revised district-wide 
operating budget total $32.8 million, a 0.65% 
increase over the current year. Andover’s share 
of the RHAM budget will actually decrease by 
roughly $84,000 after district officials discov-
ered an accounting error that resulted in money 
being returned to member towns.

Advisory question responses showed that res-
idents remain concerned about the elementary 
school budget. Many towns surrounding Ando-
ver share similar concerns about their own edu-
cation budget this season.

For the town budget, 401 voters thought it 
“too high,” while 280 thought it “just right” and 
62 thought it was “too low.” The AES budget 
faced much stronger opposition. 556 voters said 
the school budget was “too high,” while only 172 
called it “just right” and 120 said it was “too low.”

Speaking after referendum results, Andover 

Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau said 
she was somewhat surprised by the outcome. She 
explained that many residents appeared focused 
on the education side of the budget despite what 
she described as available town funding sources.

“There was little expectation for town-side 
cuts knowing that there is a vast amount in 
fund balances and in the other town capital ac-
counts,” she said. Bruneau also noted that An-
dover budget votes historically tend to fall along 
similar margins.

“Historically Andover does win or lose at the 
same 55/45 percentage,” she said.

Still, she believed some residents may not 
have fully understood the overall tax impact of 
the revised proposals. “What I was surprised at 
is that the numbers were not out there,” Bruneau 
said. “The whole town os down below 3% and 
yesterday that fact hasn’t been widely dispersed.”

She added, “All three budgets could have 
passed and the total ask would have been under 
$300k.”

Bruneau warned that the failed AES budget 

will likely lead to staffing and programming 
reductions. “Student programming and staff-
ing will definitely be affected,” she said. “It is a 
shame that students will directly be affected.”

According to Bruneau, Andover schools had 
recently seen strong academic progress while 
maintaining smaller class sizes. “We have had a 
very successful year on benchmark assessments 
when the [Board of Education] supported rea-
sonable class sizes,” she said.

However, she said maintaining those staffing 
levels may become difficult as officials work to 
lower the budget. “We will have to advocate to 
keep that,” Bruneau said. “However, supporting 
staff will have to be decreased.”

She estimated paraprofessionals may be 
among the first positions reduced. “I estimate 
paraeducators will need to be reduced for sure,” 
she said. Bruneau also said officials may eventu-
ally consider combining grade levels depending 
on how much the budget is reduced. “We may 
look at merging the lower grades, one through 
three,” she added.”

Donations Sought
for Book Sale

Donations of gently-used books, DVDs, CDs 
and audiobooks are welcome for the upcoming 
Andover Friends of the Library’s Book & Bake 
Sale on Saturday, June 6. 

Bring your donations to the library on these 
days only: any Wednesday through May 27 be-
tween 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., or on Saturday, May 
16, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Do not leave 
items outside. 

The Friends will not accept VHS tapes, ency-
clopedias and textbooks, magazines, or Reader’s 
Digest condensed novels.

The last day to accept donations for this sale is 
Wednesday, June 3. 

Committee Looks
to Fill Vacancies

The Andover Community Fund at the Great-
er Hartford Gives Foundation (formerly Hart-
ford Foundation for Public Giving) is accepting 
applications to fill vacancies on its Community 
Fund committee – and the deadline to apply is 
June 1.

The Andover Community Fund Commit-
tee is responsible for selecting and distributing 
funds awarded by Greater Hartford Gives to lo-
cal nonprofits to assist in projects that will help 
enhance and benefit the residents of Andover. 

For more information, email the committee 
at andover@greaterhartfordgivescf.org. 

Community & Senior Center Happenings Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 

located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The 
service also streams live on the church’s Face-
book page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT). For more information, call the 
church office at 860-742-7696, email andover-
ctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.andover-
ctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Tag Sale: Saturday, June 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Bingo and Baskets: Friday, June 19. Dinner 

at 5:30 p.m., games at 6:30 p.m. Fee is $15 per 
person.

The Andover Community and Senior Center 
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. Transportation 
to town events, voting, and ACSC activities to 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled are wel-
come. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Yoga, Dominos, Tai Chi, trips to the library 
and the food pantry/Foodshare truck, Chair 
Massage, and more, see the monthly newsletter. 
Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Step into the 
Summer Kickoff MOVEment: Join as the cen-
ter launches their Summer Kickoff MOVEment 
- a celebration of movement in all its forms. 
Starting in May, enjoy new activities and re-
freshed favorites designed to get everyone in-
volved.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Willi-
mantic 6/2, 6/16, 6/30. Shop in Manchester on 
6/9, 6/23. Transportation is available. Thursday 
6/18, 8:30 a.m. shop Trader Joe’s & Michael’s.

Family Bingo: Friday, 5/29, 6-8 p.m. Family 
Bingo is back. Sign up is required – Limited to 
60 People. $10 per person. Includes a slice of 
pizza, pad of bingo sheets and dessert. Call the 
center, 860-742-7305 x4510 to register.

AARP Driver’s Safety Class: Saturday, 5/30, 
9 a.m.– 1:30 p.m. $20 for AARP members, $25 
for non-members. The location is at the center. 
To register, call the center or 860-647-9196. 
Completion may save you money on insurance 
premiums. Open to all ages.

Lunch at The Center (BAF): Wednesdays, 
noon. 6/03 Birthday Bingo – cupcakes & light 
lunch. 6/10 is grilled lunch with guest speaker 
Chuck from Dunbar Jewelers. Chuck will be 
bringing the ultrasonic cleaner to clean and 
check your jewelry. 6/17 is light lunch and bingo 
prizes. 6/24 is light lunch and bingo prizes. Reg-
istration is required - Call the center. As always, 
transportation is available.

Kid’s Art Class with Kim (BAF): Wednesday, 
6/10, 6/17, 3 p.m. $18 per class or $35 for both. 
There is a discount for siblings. This class is per-
fect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Supplies 

are provided. To register, contact the center.
Chair Massage: Wednesday, 6/3, 6/10, 

6/17, 6/24, 4 p.m. $34. Unwind with a relaxing 
20-minute chair massage from licensed massage 
therapist Linda. Call Linda to reserve your spot 
at 860-655-4409.

Walking Club: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Low-key, no-pressure walking club. Groups 
forming now for walks along the Rails to Trails, 
the track at Long Hill or indoors at the center. 
Contact the center if you are interested.

Foodshare Truck: Wednesday, 6/3, 6/17, 9 
a.m. Free transportation to Andover Congre-
gational Church is available; contact the center. 
For more information on other available dates 
and times, contact Joan Soucy at 860-208-3226.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice 
Cream: Friday, 6/5, Kloter Farms Ellington. The 
center hosts a summer long journey for resi-
dents where passports will take you to area ice 
cream shops. Call the center to register and pick 
up your passport. 6/19, Shady Glen in Bolton.

Father’s Day Breakfast: Thursday, 6/11, 9-10 
a.m. Free. Enjoy a special brunch as you cel-
ebrate and share appreciation for Fathers and 
role models. Registration is required. Call the 
center.

Senior Art Class with Kim (BAF): Thursday, 
6/11, 10-noon, $15. Focus – Watercolor Book 
student choice. This class is perfect for all skill 
levels. Space is limited. Supplies are provided. 
To register, call the center,

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 6/18, 9 a.m. 
$42. Routine nail trimming and care, callus 
and corn reduction, foot assessments and skin 
care, early identification of potential concerns, 
education on proper foot health and prevention. 
Call the center for an appointment. Transporta-
tion is available.

Lavender Ridge Farm: Friday, 6/19, 11 a.m. 
$15 per person. Take a walk through the laven-
der fields. Pick your own lavender, enjoy laven-
der cookies and tea, take home a lavender book-
let (50 ways to use lavender) & peruse the shop. 
Recommended: good walking shoes & a sun 
hat. Caution: uneven terrain & plenty of bees. 
Max 12 attendees. Sign up is required, call the 
center.	

Stained Glass: Friday, 6/26, 6 p.m. $65. No 
prior experience is needed. Focus - Fairies. This 
class fills up quickly. For students 16+ & all ma-
terials included. Registration is required. To 
register, call the center.

Senior Garden Club: If you would like to par-
ticipate in the joy of gardening, call the center. 
Plants in the Senior Beds are now in the ground. 
Weed, water, repeat until harvest.

Casino Trip: Friday, 6/26, 10 a.m. Hop on the 
bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will re-
turn at 1 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a seat, 
call 860-498-2326.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 6/30/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744
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 Commander Ray Theobald, Chaplain Ralph Braun, State Sen. Cathy Osten (D-19) 
and State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) saluted the American flag as “Taps” echoed through-
out the town green during Marlborough’s Memorial Day celebration.

of local efforts after the Civil War, when commu-
nities decorated the graves of fallen soldiers with 
flowers and held remembrance ceremonies.

“The origins of Memorial Day are fundamen-
tally local,” Porter said. “This day began, not 
with the president laying a wreath at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, though he certainly 
will do that. It began with grateful Americans 
mourning the loss of their loved ones, and hon-
oring the sacrifices made to preserve and ad-
vance this American project.”

He also thanked volunteers who helped pre-
pare for the holiday by placing American flags 
throughout town and at veterans’ gravesites.

“In Marlborough, we are fortunate to have 
dedicated volunteers who help us remember by 
placing an American flag at the grave markers 
of every veteran laid to rest in our cemetery,” 
Porter said.

Porter acknowledged the contrast many 
Americans feel during Memorial Day weekend, 
which is often seen as both a solemn holiday 
and the unofficial beginning of summer.

“On one hand, you see flags at half mast, quiet 
ceremonies at veterans memorials and people 
standing with hands over their hearts during a 
moment of silence,” he said. “On the other hand, 
Memorial Day weekend is also one of the busi-
est travel periods of the year, with road trips, 
sales at stores, family cookouts and recreational 
events that feel more like celebration than re-
membrance.”

Still, Porter said those traditions can coexist 
if Americans remember the reason for the holi-
day. “Pausing a cookout for a moment of silence, 
bringing children to a parade or a cemetery 
or telling a family story about someone who 
served, can weave remembrance into even the 
most casual traditions,” he said.

State Sen. Cathy Osten (D-19), a Vietnam-era 
veteran, also addressed the crown and spoke 
personally about her military service. “I joined 
the military three days after I turned 18, in the 
Vietnam era,” Osten said. “So I did that because 
I believe in this country, and I always will be-
lieve in this country.”

Osten then recited the famous poem “In 
Flanders Fields,” which drew quiet attention 
from the audience gathered near the veterans 
monument. Before finishing, she reminded resi-
dents that Memorial Day should honor all who 
suffered because of military service.

“Remember, this day is a day to remember 
those who gave all,” Osten said, “whether they 
gave all in combat, or they gave all after in post 
traumatic stress or those who died from Agent 
Orange, all related to their service.”

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) also spoke. He 
thanked residents who attended despite threat-
ening weather earlier in the day. “Thank you to 
all of you out there who braved the impending 
weather,” Weir said.

Weir reflected on the approaching 250th an-
niversary of the United States and praised the 
nation’s long history. “This great experiment 
of this nation, we are here living free after 250 
years,” he said, “is something that I don’t think 
any other country in the world can say as suc-
cessful as we have.”

Quoting portions of a speech delivered by the 
20th U.S. President James Garfield, Weir urged 
attendees to continue honoring veterans long 
into the future. “Because of their service, we’re 
able to gather, we’re able to worship like we want,” 
Weir said. “We’re able to say what we want. We’re 
free to make of ourselves what we want.”

Music remained a major part of the ceremony 
throughout the afternoon. The CT Valley Field 
Music group performed “Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot,” while the RHAM Band later played a 
patriotic medley.

Toward the end of the ceremony, members of 
the color guard stepped forward to place a me-
morial wreath at the veterans monument out-
side town hall. Organizers then prepared for a 
ceremonial refile volley, though damp weather 
caused some difficulties.

“Like in the days of old, they may or may not 
fire in damp weather,” Theobald told the crowd 
with a laugh. “We’re gonna do the best we can.”

After the attempted volley, the crowd fell si-
lent as “Taps” echoed across the town green.

Colchester
William John Fiondella

William John Fion-
della, fondly known as 
Bill, of Colchester, passed 
away at home after a long 
illness on May 20. He was 
78 years old. Bill was born 
in Norwich on April 18, 
1948.   He was a son of 
the late Marshall and Mil-
dred (Metzler) Fiondella.   
He was a proud veteran, 
having served during the 
Vietnam War with the US Army and later with 
the U.S. Air Force.  

On Oct. 9, 1976, he married the love of his 
life, Kathleen Olson.   The couple made their 
home in Colchester and had many lifelong 
friendships with their neighbors.   Bill retired 
several years ago after a long career as a profes-
sional driver for Max Finkelstein.   In his free 
time, Bill enjoyed riding motorcycles and fish-
ing.  Most importantly, he will be remembered 
for his friendly disposition and ability to strike 
up a conversation with anyone he met. 

Bill will be sadly missed but always remembered 
with love by all who knew him, especially his wife 
of 50 years, Kathy; a daughter, Priscilla Yates of 
Texas; three grandchildren; two sisters, Tina 
(Kenneth) Angell of Norwich, Carolyn (Robert) 
Angell of Colchester; a brother in law and sister 
in law Peter and Shellene Olson; his father-in-law, 
Paul Olson; and many extended family members 
and friends. He also leaves his beloved chihuahua, 
Bailey, who will miss him dearly.  

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased 
by four siblings, Marshall Jr., Daniel, Joseph, 
and Marie Pettengill.  

A graveside funeral service was held in the 
New St. Andrew Cemetery, Gillette’s Lane, Col-
chester on Tuesday, May 26, with full military 
honors. 

Donations in his memory may be made to the 
Middlesex Hospice: www.middlesexhealth.org.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Col-
chester has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences or to share a 
story of Bill, please visit www.auroramccarthy-
funeralhome.com.

Andover
Leon Price

Leon Price, of South 
Windsor, passed away 
on March 11, 2026, in 
the Philippines. He was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on September 8, 1942, to 
the late Leon and Sarah 
“Lucky” Williams.

Leon earned a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Biology 
and spent over 20 years 
working as an industrial 
hygienist with Aetna ensuring employee safety 
across America. Throughout his life, he was 
known for his intelligence, curiosity, and abil-
ity to connect with people from all walks of life.

In his younger years, Leon enjoyed fixing com-
puters, working on cars, and drag racing. As he 
grew older, his interests expanded to include art, 
theater, travel, and reading. He especially loved 
visiting the Philippines, a place that became 
very close to his heart. Leon traveled extensive-
ly around the world and had a gift for making 
friends everywhere he went. He was sociable, 
warm, and always enjoyed a good conversation.

Leon also had a passion for books and tech-
nology, and at one time sold computer books, 
combining two of his lifelong interests.

He is survived by his six children, grandchil-
dren, extended family, and many friends who 
will remember his adventurous spirit, kindness, 
and vibrant personality.

Leon will be deeply missed by all who knew 
and loved him. A graveside service will be 
held on Saturday, May 30, 2026, at 1 p.m. at 
Townsend Cemetery in Andover.

If you are one of Leon’s children whom we are 
not in contact with, please call 860-268-0348.

East Hampton
Margaret Susan Bannon

It is with heavy hearts we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved mother, grandmother and 
great grandmother. Margaret Susan Bannon en-
tered eternal rest on May 20 at the age of 79 yrs.

She leaves behind her loving daughter Karen 
Young and her son-in-law Scott Young. Her be-
loved grandson Jereme Roy and his wife Jessica 
Roy two great-granddaughters Emily Roy and 
Kayla Roy, and granddaughter Amanda Roy.

Along with many other family members and 
extended family. Margaret was one of a kind; 
she worked at Colonial Market in East Hamp-
ton for over 10 years. People would go to her 
register just so they could talk and see her.

She truly is remembered for her smile, sweet-
ness and kind manner. She also loved her 
Church which was St Patrick’s, she was an active 
member. She started Adoration at the church 
(profound Love, devotion and intense admira-
tion towards people as well as worship).

Margaret had her beautiful Jeep Liberty 
which she called (Queen Victoria). Margaret 
also had true, loving, compassionate people and 
friends in her life that were so important to her. 
Margaret will truly be remembered and never 
forgotten.

She will be remembered as a special loving 
person, mother, grandmother, friend, mentor 
and just pure Love.

A Funeral Liturgy will be celebrated on Fri-
day, May 29 at 11 a.m. in St. John Paul II Par-
ish of St. Patrick in East Hampton followed by 
burial in St. Patrick Cemetery. To leave online 
condolences please visit www.spencerfuneral-
homeinc.com.

Portland
Theresa (Tobias) Field

Theresa (Tobias) Field, 
90, wife of the late David 
VanNess Field, peacefully 
passed away Wednesday, 
May 13, 2026. Born June 
19, 1935, in Hazelton, Pa., 
she was one of 17 children 
born to the late Blanche 
(Golab) and Steven Tobias.

Theresa moved with her 
family at the age of 14 to 
Middletown, and later 
moved to Portland to raise her six children with 
her beloved husband David. Theresa worked for 
many years at Elmcrest Hospital until retirement.

Known for her kindness, strength, warmth, 
and sense of humor, she treasured time spent 
with her family. Her home was always filled 
with love, laughter, and compassion.

She is survived by her brother Thomas Tobias 
and sister Monica Termine; her children: Joseph 
Field, Theresa DiPace, Cathy Field, and David 
Field and wife Karen; many nieces and neph-
ews, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
a great-great grandson Axel whom she loved to 
see smile and laugh.

Theresa lived a full and meaningful life here 
with those who loved her and now, after many 
years apart, is reunited with husband David, fa-
vorite son Michael Field, and beautiful daughter 
Patricia Kruvka, both who predeceased her.

The family would like to offer a heartfelt 
thank you to the staff at Wadsworth Glen for 
their care and support.

A memorial service will be June 4, 2026, from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Biega Funeral Home 3 Silver 
St. Middletown, CT. Burial will take place on a 
later date at the family’s discretion.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be 
made to the Nathaniel B. Field Memorial Foun-
dation, Inc. 32 Old Country Road East, Had-
dam CT 06438.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691



NEWS BULLETIN • May 29, 2026	 Page 27

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

Gavin Gentile helped Raptors baseball close out the regular season strong as RHAM’s 
pitching rotation shined last week.

By Josh Howard
Nolan Plourde, Gavin Gentile, Silas Clifton, 

Derek Barone, and Brady Topulos - RHAM 
High School (Baseball): Plourde, Gentile, Clif-
ton, Barone, and Topulos have solidified a pitch-
ing rotation that powered the way as the Rap-
tors won all four games last week. On May, 18 
Plourde pitched a complete game and struck out 
nine as the team beat Northwest Catholic 2-1 
thanks to a walk-off suicide squeeze bunt from 
Ethan Boisvert that sent home Chris Medina for 
the winning run. Two days later, Gentile went 
the entire way, fanning 14 in a 6-1 victory over 
Avon. On May 21, Clifton struck out five over 
six innings to earn the win and Barone earned 
the save in a 2-1 victory over Manchester. Topu-
los polished off the perfect week by going the 
entire way and fanning four as the Raptors 
closed the regular season by beating Portland 
10-0 in six innings at RHAM High School. 

Amelia Chrin - East Hampton High School 
(Softball): Chrin, a sophomore, had three hits 
– including a pair of triples – scoring three 
runs and driving in two more as East Hampton 
beat Westbrook/Old Saybrook 14-2 on May 20. 
Addison Jump also had three hits, while Shea 
Gaughran scored three times as the Bellring-
ers scored double-digit runs for the fifth time 
this spring. The 12-run victory was part of a 

three-game winning streak for the Bellringers, 
who had blanked Morgan (18-0) on May 15 
and knocked off Farmington (4-3) on May 19 
when Gaughran sent home Juliana Ware for the 
winning-run in the bottom of the sixth inning. 

Jacob Teal - Bacon Academy (Baseball): 
Teal, a sophomore, tallied a total of six hits as 
the Bobcats won a pair of games last week. Teal 
first had three hits, driving in a pair of runs and 
scoring another as the Bobcats beat Wheeler 
12-0 on May 18. The following day, Teal had 
a trio of base knocks again, scoring a run and 
driving in another in a 6-3 victory over Norwich 
Tech. Bacon Academy wrapped up the regular 
season with a record of 11-9. 

Jonah Lavallee - Portland High School 
(Golf): Lavallee closed out the regular season 
by finishing atop the leaderboard in a pair of 
meets last week. On May 19, Lavallee shot a (+3) 
38 to win by three strokes against Old Saybrook 
at Portland Golf Club. Two days later, Lavallee 
shot a (+4) 39 to win by a two shots, finishing as 
the medalist as the Highlanders took on Daniel 
Hand at  Madison Country Club. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

From the State Senator’s Desk…
At the end of my seventh legislative session representing the 33rd 

Senate District, I’m reflecting on the successes my colleagues and I 
accomplished for the state of Connecticut. Long, marathon nights 
and extended, sometimes tense discussions in committees and on the 
Senate floor have passed, leaving us with new advances in legislation 
benefiting residents in a number of ways.

In my position as Senate Chair of the Energy and Technology 
Committee, I am most proud of our success in passing new legisla-
tion to make renewable energy more affordable and easier to access. 
House Bill 5340 sees the state take a detailed view in its pursuit of en-
ergy procurements. With this legislation, we will now see clear targets 
for megawatts and budgets each year, keeping ratepayer costs more 
predictable.

We need to take an even-handed view of our state’s priorities, mak-
ing sure we’re reviewing ratepayer needs as much as the grid’s needs, 
and I’m especially happy that this legislation allows for new dedicated solar rates for low-in-
come households, helping expand the technology’s accessibility to all audiences who can ben-
efit from it. This will build on the progress we’ve made in reducing electric charges; right now, 
the Public Benefits Charge is actually delivering a credit to Connecticut ratepayers, the start of 
significant progress I expect will continue to advance. Beginning in May, electric rates are down 
up to 16%. That’s a huge difference, and it’s the result of years of work.

The state budget is also delivering new relief at a time when it’s sorely needed. Between school 
and municipal aid, the state will see $290 million in increased financial flexibility; in the 33rd 
Senate District, it will deliver more than $52 million in total state funding, more than 5% above 
last year’s totals. That’s significant aid for towns to support current spending and will have a 
ripple effect, reducing town property taxes and supporting Connecticut households. It delivers 
another $300 million to benefit and expand access to early child care and another $30 million 
to support low-income health care in Connecticut, further shoring up programs that provide 
direct aid to residents in need.

Further legislation that will benefit our state thanks to this year’s work is Senate Bill 4, our 
flagship consumer privacy bill providing real protection to Connecticut residents. It will al-
low consumers to request their personal data to be deleted from data brokers’ storage, require 
disclosure of facial recognition software, require disclosure of “dynamic pricing” driven by al-
gorithms and prevent the sale or sharing of geolocation data. Several aspects of the bill were 
inspired by real-life events, including a 2025 political assassination where a residential address 
was obtained from a data broker.

We also took steps to protect Connecticut residents from the dark side of AI while embracing 
its positive uses for the future. Senate Bill 5 will require AI chatbot operators to detect suicidal 
ideation, important as more than 70% of teenagers use AI chatbots regularly, and it prevents 
the use of AI to discriminate if used in employment, taking steps to restrict potential negative 
uses. At the same time, the bill does establish an AI sandbox program for innovation and an AI 
Academy for AI job and skills training, making sure the state’s workforce and economy can still 
embrace its effective uses.

As my fourth term as the State Senator representing the 33rd District continues, I am proud 
of our accomplishments in Hartford that will have effects throughout the state, and look for-
ward to the positive changes these bills will deliver in years to come.

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Note: The 33rd State Senate District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East Hampton 
and Portland.

Needleman

State Legislature Candidates 
Receive Official Nominations 

By Anne Lilburn
State legislature candidates Norm Needle-

man, Melissa Ziobron, and Meghan Rosenfeld 
all recently got one step closer in their quest to 
represent East Hampton and other towns at the 
state level when they were formally endorsed by 
their parties last week.

Needleman, the Democratic incumbent State 
Senator representing the 33rd district, which 
includes the Rivereast towns of East Hampton, 
Portland and Colchester, was unanimously en-
dorsed for his fifth term in the State Senate on 
May 18.

“It’s an incredible honor to again receive the 
support of local Democrats as we work toward 
another two years in the State Senate in un-
precedented times,” said Needleman, who also 
serves as First Selectman in Essex, in a state-
ment. “With rapid-fire changes imposed by the 
federal government, our state’s economy and 
finances at an inflection point and our energy 
grid facing new challenges, now’s the time to 
keep a steady hand at the Capitol.”

“For the last eight years,” said Needleman, 
“I’ve approached working in Hartford with a 
focus on common-sense solutions, and I view 
every vote through a lens of what will benefit us 
all the best. We’re seeing electric rates fall and 
scrutiny on Eversource grow through important 
work on the Energy and Technology Commit-
tee over the years, while work in the Planning 
and Development Committee directly informs 
our towns’ operations. Our Commerce, Finance 
and Revenue and Transportation Committees 
balance where we are now and what we need in 
the future. That’s the level of support we need 
now and, should I be re-elected, it’s the ap-
proach I will continue pursuing in Hartford.”

State House candidate Meghan Rosenfeld, 
a career educator from East Hampton, gave 
one of Needleman’s nomination speeches at 
the convention, and then two days later was 
herself formally nominated with a unanimous 

endorsement as the Democratic candidate for 
the State House’s 34th district. East Hampton 
Town Council member Joelyn Leon gave one of 
Rosenfeld’s nominating speeches.

In an email, Rosenfeld wrote, “I am grateful 
for the support of my family, campaign team, 
and the DTC members in East Hampton, East 
Haddam, and Salem. My commitment to the 
people in our towns is straightforward: to be 
a tenacious advocate who connects our com-
munities to the resources and funding we need. 
For over a decade, those dollars have existed 
but never found their way home. I intend to be 
the connection between local officials and state 
resources. Improving the quality of life for ev-
eryone in this district, working families, seniors, 
and small business owners, is why I’m running, 
and it’s what I’ll fight for in Hartford every sin-
gle day.”

On the other side of the aisle, Republican Me-
lissa Ziobron, of East Haddam, also received a 
unanimous endorsement in her candidacy for 
the State House’s 34th District, where she will 
run against Rosenfeld.

Ziobron previously served in the same posi-
tion, as State Representative for the 34th Dis-
trict, from 2013 to 2019, before leaving to chal-
lenge Needleman for his State Senate position. 
Since then, she has served as senior staffer for 
the State House Republicans. Incumbent Irene 
Haines chose not to seek reelection.

“Nearly every day I talk to residents who 
are frustrated with where state government is 
headed,” said Ziobron, who served as state rep-
resentative for the 34th from 2013 to 2019. “We 
have an affordability crisis, and taxes remain a 
pressure point. Meanwhile, government keeps 
growing while families fall further behind. I’m 
honored that delegates from across this district 
have put their faith in me to fight to get our state 
back on track.”
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grow.
Last year’s budget resulted in the loss of 14 po-

sitions. That impact is profound on the people 
we need to support. If we keep asking them to 
do more with less, we risk losing talented and 
devoted teachers and staff.

The greedy Board of Education doesn’t care 
about anything but schools.

This one might be insulting if it weren’t so 
laughably false.

The Board of Ed is made up of taxpaying vol-
unteers. We care about the quality of our roads, 
the facilities for our seniors, and the response 
time of our public safety providers.

Is our focus on education? Yes, that is literally 
our function. We aren’t the Lake Commission. 
I wouldn’t want someone like me in charge of 
paving streets. I don’t think anyone on the Board 
of Ed takes their responsibility lightly. I certainly 
know we don’t have disdain for taxpayers. We 
are simply trying to offer the best education pos-
sible on a budget the community can support.

Please vote yes on June 2.
Sincerely,

Matt Engelhardt - East Hampton
Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East 

Hampton Board of Education but said he is 
speaking as a taxpayer. 

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum
Colchester
Socializing

To the Editor:
Folks need to socialize more. (Not to be con-

fused with becoming socialists! And you don’t 
need to be a socialite either.) Interact more with 
your fellow citizens. A fine way to do this is at 
a social club. Maybe it’s the Senior Center, or 
your church. Perhaps you belong to a civic or 
service organization, like the Lions. Participate! 
Contribute ... and not just money. Paying dues 
to your club is fine, but contributing and engag-
ing are at least as important. If you’ve gone to 
the trouble to join and paid your dues, reap the 
benefits of involvement.

If you already are involved, you are in the mi-
nority of members who give time to their orga-
nizations. I am a member of St. Joseph’s Polish 
Society. It is a great place to socialize. The mem-
bers are welcoming and friendly. The Board 
and staff are a dedicated group of good people. 
Participating in events and helping to keep the 
facilities spiffy is very gratifying. St. Joe’s holds 
many functions throughout the year, including 
the annual golf tournament, funding scholar-
ships. They participate in the Annual Toys for 
Tots Army vs Navy Toy Drive. Their Lenten fish 

We have a Process, Let’s Use It
To the Editor:

The way to determine what budget(s) our 
residents want for 2026-27 is through the Ref-
erendum vote on June 2. Recent Town Council 
meeting public comments introduce conflicting 
messages as to what the “town” wants regarding 
the size of the budget. Many of those present ex-
pressed the view the budget should remain flat, or 
even decrease. Others expressed a desire to main-
tain the school budget as presented, with the re-
sultant increase in expenditures. And others may 
sit quietly, as recent meetings have been loud, 
contentious and intimidating. Deciding what the 
town “wants” based on that kind of input makes 
little sense and excludes most of the residents.

The Council, Departments, Board of Edu-
cation and Superintendent are charged with 
proposing budgets based on mandates and pri-
orities identified in recent cycles with clear in-
dication of the fiscal implications, not to decide 
solely among themselves what priority changes 
to put forward for town-wide consideration. 
That would be policy making by a small select 
group, driven by most vocal, well-organized, or 
even personal interest.

That does not mean the message to man-
age spending is to be glossed over or ignored. 
I would venture that message is universally 
shared – by current budget drafters, support-
ers and opponents alike. And if our residents 
confirm through their vote that the proposed 
budgets are too much, then town officials will 
know where the majority stands and should act 
accordingly. But a no vote only tells the town to 
cut expenses, not how to make those cuts. Only 
a revised budget and referendum may do that. 
It’s messier than budget by fiat. It adds cost. But 
it is exactly as mandated in the type of citizen 
driven town government we have.

Russell Kaplan - East Hampton

Support For a No Vote 
Required

To the Editor:
Fellow taxpayers of East Hampton, the lead-

ers of EH continue to advocate for more money 
for the BOE. The recent letter by one writer from 
the BOF states “the schools budget increase is 
a very modest 3.58%”. Modest by whose stan-
dards? The BOE? Certainly not the majority of 
voters. The current inflation rate in the U.S. is 
3.8%. Social Security increase is 2.8%. The aver-
age salary increase is estimated to be 3.5%.

It looks like the average EH taxpayer will be 
paying any increases to their income directly to 
the BOE. And the rest of the town of EH has 
to suffer a minus 12.8% reduction in capital ex-
penditures? Another writer quotes education 
staff and program reduction as a result of the 
last budget. They did not mention what reduc-
tions occurred in the rest of the town budget. 
And what hardship did the administrators suf-
fer? Obviously, the real world has not intruded 
on the BOE consciousness.

Letters to Rivereast in recent editions urge the 
good people of EH to vote NO on the proposed 
2027 BOE budget. In those letters is an implied 
request for the estimated 64% of the residents 
of EH who do not have children in the schools 
to vote NO. Prior BOE budgets have historical-
ly passed simply because the 36% with school 
children vote in favor of the “modest” increases, 
while the truly affected majorities don’t show up 
to say NO.

Another writer claims to “debunk budget 
myths,” making 4 points as to why the educa-
tion budget cannot be lowered, yet makes no 
mention of the smaller budget that the rest of 
town operations are forced to share. (And for 
the record, that writer is a prominent member 
of the BOE, writing as an individual. No bias 
there, right?).

In the last two issues, out of 10 letters sup-
porting the BOE budget, three are individuals, 
two are Democratic Town Committee mem-
bers, one EH town council, two BOF, and two 
BOE. On the non-support side, 9 people have 
written; three are individuals, three Republican 
Town Committee, two EH town council, and 
one BOF. Since the pro-education officials oc-
cupy key seats in our government, are vocal in 
support of egregious spending, and the opposi-
tion voices are yet to be heard in any volume, it 
is likely that BOE will be granted their demands 
again. Unless, of course you get out to vote NO 
on June 2.

Bob Yenkner - East Hampton

$Letters, cont. from page 8 fries and special events provide ample occasions 
for a good time. And, of course there are the 
polka dances!

More significantly, membership provides a 
strong sense of belonging, of community and 
family, of heritage. You meet people with whom 
you have common points of connection: geo-
graphically, socially and historically. Conver-
sations hold meaning, not just anecdotes and 
opinions. If you are a member, give yourself a 
break, make it a habit to drop by once a week for 
a beer and conversation. Whichever organiza-
tion you belong to, really take part! Contribute. 
Help rebuild society by being more social.

John Barnowski - Colchester
Note: Barnowski is a member of the Demo-

cratic Town Committee but is writing as an in-
dividual.

MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the fol-
lowing public hearing on Monday, June 1, 2026, at 7pm in the 
Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #04-26 – Town of Marlborough - Quinn 
Road Culvert Replacement 
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use De-
partment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR 

2TB  5/22, 5/29

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting on 
Wednesday June 3, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Hampton Town 
Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via ZOOM to consider:
PZC-26-005: Lakewood Estates, LLC, Amendments to Sections 
6.3 G, and K of the Zoning Regulations relating to acreage and 
open space requirements for a Housing Opportunity Develop-
ment.
The file is available for viewing in the Land Use Office and Town 
Clerk’s office 860 267-7450.
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 2TB  5/22, 5/29

Legal Notice
Town Of Hebron Connecticut

Water Pollution Control Authority
Public Hearing(Virtual)

June 9, 2026
6:00 PM

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the provisions of Section 
7-250/7-255 of the Connecticut General Statutes,  that the Water 
Pollution Control Authority for the Town of Hebron shall hold a 
Public Hearing on June 9 ,2026  at 6:00 PM. This hearing will 
be to adopt the budget for year 2026-2027 and to set the annual 
sewer use charge at $698 per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU).
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 14th day of May, 2026
Chris Hemberger
Chair, Town of Hebron W.P.C.A. 2TB  5/22, 5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 
PUBLIC HEARING

	    
The Marlborough Water Pollution Control Authority Control 
Commission will hold the following public hearing on Tuesday, 
June 09, 2026 at 6:15 P.M. at the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 
North Main Street, Marlborough, CT. To consider the following:        

2026– 2027 Operation, Maintenance & Repair Budget  
2026 – 2027 EDU Property Allocation
2026 – 2027 Fee Schedule
Proposed 2026 -2027 Equivalent Dwelling Unit User Charge 
of $659 per EDU   

Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 26nd day of May 2026, 
MARLBOROUGH WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHOR-
ITY 
Benjamin Levin
Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
HEBRON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Historic Properties Commission will hold a public 
hearing at a special meeting scheduled for Thursday, June 
11, 2026, at 6:30 P.M., in the Peters House, 150 East Street, 
Hebron, CT, on the following:
Application for the establishment of historic properties, submit-
ted by the Town of Hebron Historic Properties Commission, for 
property known as the United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue 
located at 10 Church Street, under the provisions of Chapter 
224 of the Town of Hebron Code of Ordinances and under Sec-
tion 7-147q of the CT General Statutes. 
Maryanne Foote,
Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

At the regular meeting of the East Hampton Town Council held 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026, an ordinance amending Chapter 264 
of the Code of the Town of East Hampton regarding Sewer Use 
was adopted. The ordinance is available in the Office of the 
East Hampton Town Clerk and shall take effect 20 days after 
publication.

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman

Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.

Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat 1TB  5/29
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Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of the Republican party-endorsed candidate 
for the Town of Portland for election as Portland Registrar of 
Voters will be on file with the Office of the Secretary of the 
State, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut, and copies 
thereof will be available for public distribution.

A Primary will be held August 11, 2026 with August 3rd 
through 9th for early voting, if the required primary petition(s) 
for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 9-382 
to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, not later than 
4:00 p.m. on June 9, 2026.  Petition forms, instructions and 
information concerning the procedure for filing of opposing 
candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained from: 
Pauline Neumann, Republican Registrar of Voters, 33 East 
Main Street, Portland, Connecticut.
Attest: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 25nd day of May 2026

1TB  5/29

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
TOWN COUNCIL APPROVED BUDGET (June 2, 2026 Referendum)
July 1, 2026 - June  30, 2027 

Town Council 2026 to 2027
ACTUAL Approved Approved INCREASE/ Percent Change

2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027 (DECREASE) From Original Bud.
EXPENDITURES
EDUCATION 38,272,708$           38,762,951$           40,150,937$  1,387,986$         3.58%

TOWN OPERATIONS
   ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 5,112,948               5,499,703               6,048,309 548,606               9.98%
   PUBLIC SAFETY 3,236,287               3,656,589               3,699,082 42,493 1.16%
   HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 508,305 592,486 631,483 38,997 6.58%
   CULTURE & RECREATION 1,026,437               1,146,735               1,168,646 21,911 1.91%
   REGULATORY 500,250 561,112 598,801 37,689 6.72%
   PUBLIC WORKS 2,654,087               2,737,319               2,770,497 33,178 1.21%

TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS
   OTHER FUNDS 202,500 42,500 42,500 - 0.00%
   CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 1,716,456               1,667,700               1,448,200 (219,500)              -13.16%
DEBT SERVICE 3,904,325               3,892,636               3,893,986 1,350 0.03%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 57,134,303$           58,559,731$           60,452,441$  1,892,710$          3.23%

REVENUES
FEDERAL REVENUES 3,831$  2,000$  2,000$  -$  0.00%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT  (EDUCATION) 6,925,379               6,980,295               6,983,110 2,815 0.04%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT (OTHER) 1,279,070               1,697,192               1,918,029 220,837               13.01%
LICENSES, PERMITS AND FEES 877,052 696,725 719,430 22,705 3.26%
OTHER REVENUE 179,279 86,529 91,639 5,110 5.91%
INVESTMENT INCOME 349,063 150,000 175,000 25,000 16.67%
PROPERTY TAX REVENUE (PRIOR YEARS) 1,252,717               926,750 951,750 25,000 2.70%
TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS 30,785 31,710 32,661 951 3.00%

TOTAL REVENUES (Before taxes & fund balance) 10,897,176$           10,571,201$           10,873,619$  302,418$             2.86%

USE OF FUND BALANCE - - 

PROPERTY TAXES (Motor Vehicle) Capped at 32.46 mills 4,608,670$             4,046,098$             3,754,022$ (292,076)$            -7.22%
PROPERTY TAXES (Real Estate and Personal Property) 41,986,102$           43,942,432$           45,824,800$  1,882,368$          4.28%

TOTAL REVENUES 57,491,948$           58,559,731$           60,452,441$  1,892,710$          3.23%

NET GRAND LIST (REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY) 1,114,325,954$      1,123,554,906$      1,622,755,060$               499,200,154$     44.43%
NET GRAND LIST (MOTOR VEHICLE) 150,039,328$         126,546,950$         132,938,060$  6,391,110$          5.05%

VALUE OF MILL (REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY) 1,097,611$             1,106,702$             1,598,414$
VALUE OF MILL (MOTOR VEHICLE) 130,944$
ESTIMATED COLLECTION RATE 98.50% 98.50% 98.50%

MILL RATE 38.04 39.71 28.67 (11.04) -27.80%

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairperson
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairperson
Tim Feegel
Ted Hintz
Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

TOWN
GOVERNMENT

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2026

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2026

1TB  5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

	    
The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. 
in the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.  
APPLICATION #ZBA-03-25 – Diane Prentice (Applicant/
Property Owner) 33 Myrna Drive - is seeking variance of Article 
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Confor-
mity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot 
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum 
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 b   Side Yard Setback, , in 
order to construct a garage with a Side Yard Setback of 7.1 
feet where 15 feet is required.
APPLICATION #ZBA-04-25 – Heather Burgess (Applicant/
Property Owner) 85 North Main Street - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of 
Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Mini-
mum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard Setback, 
& Article Six D.4 Building Coverage, in order to construct a 
deck with a Front Yard Setback of 26.7 feet where 40 feet is re-
quired and building coverage of 13.5% where 10% is allowed..
Interested parties can review the application materials in the 
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours. 
Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours ahead of 
the public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.gov , and 
oral testimony may be given during the public hearing. 

2TB  5/29, 6/5

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the May 21, 2026 meeting, the following actions were 
taken:
Approved with conditions Application #25-16: 45 Glastonbury 
Turnpike (driveway access to this landlocked property is 
through 39 Isinglass Hill Road aka 45 Isinglass Hill Road). 
Request for a Special Permit Modification to move 4 ap-
proved silos to a new location 200 ft to the south. Application 
of CT Explosives and property of Hale Hill Farm Inc. Map 
120, Lot 24. Zone R-25.
Approved with conditions Application #25-17: Courtney Lane. 
Proposed 2 lot resubdivision. Application and property of 
T.C.B.S. Properties. Map 15 Lot 36-3. Zone RR.
Dated at Portland, CT this 27th day of May 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

1TB  5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

The East Hampton Town Council will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. during the Regular 
Town Council Meeting in the East Hampton Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, CT  06424 for 
the 2026 CT Neighborhood Assistance Act Program Applica-
tion received from Epoch Arts.
A copy of the Neighborhood Assistance Act application is avail-
able in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman

Jack Solomon, Vice Chairperson
Timothy Feegel
Ted Hintz, Jr.

Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat

1TB  5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

2026 - 2027 
NOTICE OF ANDOVER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL BUDGET MEETING 
TUESDAY, June 2, 2026 - 7:00 p.m. 

The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in town meetings 
in the Town of Andover are hereby notified that the Andover 
Elementary School Budget Meeting of the Town of Andover will 
be held at the Andover Elementary School in the Gymnasium 
– 35 School Road – Andover, Connecticut on Tuesday, June 2, 
2026 at 7:00 p.m. For the following purposes:

1. To choose a Moderator for said meeting 
2. For review and discussion only, but no action taken upon 
the budget of the Andover Elementary School for the Fiscal 
Year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027, as prepared by the Board 
of Finance, and voting will be deferred to the subsequent 
Budget Referendum at the Andover Town Community Room.
3. Adjourn 

Copies of the proposed Town Budget will be available in the 
Town Clerk’s Office. Voting by absentee ballot or any other 
means is not permitted for this meeting.
Dated at Andover, Connecticut this 29th day of May, 2026.
Andover Board of Selectmen 1TB  5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HEBRON CENTER PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 

SUPPLEMENTAL WELLS
RFP 2026-13

The Town of Hebron is soliciting Proposals from licensed 
Connecticut Water Supply Driller Contractors (W-1) to provide 
well drilling services.
RFP packages are available at the Town Manager’s Office, 
15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248, by calling 860-228-5971 
x122, on the Town of Hebron website https://hebronct.com/
contact-us/bids/ or on the CTDAS website at www.biznet.
ct.gov. An original and three (3) copies of the sealed Proposal 
must be received in the Town Manager’s Office, in envelopes 
plainly marked “RFP Hebron Center Public Water Supply 
Supplemental Wells RFP # 2026-13” by 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 
June 12, 2026. The Town of Hebron reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and all Proposal, or any part thereof, if it is 
in the best interest of the Town.

Donna Lanza
Interim Town Manager1TB  5/29

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
IN-PERSON/VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
ANDOVER, HEBRON, MARLBOROUGH

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026 – 6:30 PM
RHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/abq-nscy-jpp
Or dial: (US) +1 515-518-4027 PIN: 606 490 745#
More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/abq-nscy-

jpp?pin=3206034651507
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BOTH VIRTUALLY AND IN-PERSON (RHAM MIDDLE 
SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER) ON MONDAY, June 1, 2026, AT 6:30 
P.M. TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING: 1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE
3. “TO PRESENT AND DISCUSS THE REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 8 PROPOSED OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUD-
GETS FOR 2026-2027.”
4. PUBLIC COMMENT
5. ADJOURNMENT
DATED AT HEBRON, CONNECTICUT, May 27, 2026
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
HEATHER SUMMERER, CHAIRPERSON REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 8 BOARD OF EDUCATION 1TB  5/29

REAL ESTATE

RE5-29-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Every day is a chance to begin 
again. Don’t focus on the failures of 
yesterday. Start today with positive 

thoughts and expectations.

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

F O R  L E A S E 
COLCHESTER: 2-story 
cold storage barn includ
ing 1 garage. 780sqft 
each level. Near Route 
2. To view property or 
information call Harold 
at 860-662-2700.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
-  L O V E LY L A R G E 
FURNISHED HOME: 
wi th al l  ut i l i t ies in
cluded.  WiFi to share 
with professionals. Vet
erans, elderly people 
welcome. Background 
check. $950/monthly 
plus security deposit. 
Call Richard 860-716-
1227.

S T O R A G E  U N I T S 
AVA I L A B L E :  Eas t 
Hampton Self Storage. 
196 E High Street, East 
Hampton. Text 860-267-
4858.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

Hi, I’m Taylor. I am a 2 month old 
German Shepherd/Siberian Husky 
mix . I currently weigh about 10lbs 
(I think I may be approximately 
55lbs full grown with my parents’ 
gene influence). I’m still learning 
about the big world, but am 
an active, mischievous, and 
adventurous girl who wants to 
get out and about with you!  I 
absolutely must share my space 
with another dog as I love them 
so much (I wouldn’t mind a dog 
savvy cat or cat two in addition either). Gentle children 6 years 
of age and older are in my wheelhouse as well!  

Three-year old Marcie is a long-
haired looker who is best described as 
a bit down on her luck but making 
the best of it.   Marcie has shown 
that she enjoys people and is very 
pleased to spend her time with a 
reassuring person who showers her 
with affection.  She mostly likes to 
chill and observe her surroundings, 
although she can be tempted to play 
when the spirit moves her.  If you are 
an adopter with a soft spot for gentle 

souls who have earned a spot of good fortune, come meet Marcie.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORGA non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

EMPLOYMENT

R
E3
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

Children’s Librarian
The East Hampton Public Library seeks an enthusiastic, 
friendly, and forward-thinking Children’s Librarian to lead our 
active Children’s Department. Serving a community of ap-
proximately 13,000 residents, our Library is a vibrant hub for 
families, with 1,000 participants in last year’s Summer Reading 
Program and strong, ongoing outreach to local schools and 
childcare centers.
This is a fast-paced, highly interactive position for someone 
who thrives on being busy, enjoys connecting with people, and 
is excited to bring fresh ideas to life. The ideal candidate will 
create welcoming, engaging library experiences by providing 
excellent customer service, reader’s advisory, reference, and 
technology assistance to children and caregivers. They will 
design and deliver a wide range of programs for children from 
birth through age 12, with a focus on early literacy, learning 
through play, and community engagement, and will play a 
key role in planning and executing large-scale events such as 
Summer Reading and other community programs.
The Children’s Librarian will develop and manage a relevant, 
inclusive collection; supervise and mentor paraprofessional 
staff; and contribute to ongoing outreach and partnerships 
with schools and community organizations. We are looking for 
someone who is adaptable, community-focused, and eager 
to try new ideas and approaches, with the ability to manage 
multiple priorities in a busy environment and a genuine passion 
for working with children and families. Candidates should 
demonstrate knowledge of children’s literature and child de-
velopment; strong communication and supervisory skills; and 
comfort working with a wide range of technologies and diverse 
populations.
Qualifications include a Master of Library Science degree from 
an accredited institution, or a bachelor’s degree with a commit-
ment to complete the MLS within two years, along with at least 
two years of relevant experience working with children. This 
position requires one evening per week and participation in a 
rotating Saturday schedule. The Children’s Librarian may also 
be asked to assist in other areas of the library as needed.
This is a full-time, bargaining unit position with benefit package. 
$33.67 per hour beginning 7/1/2026.
Applicants should submit a cover letter, resume and employ-
ment application to the Town of East Hampton, Department 
of Human Resources, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton, 
CT 06424, or by email to Human Resources at lseymour@
easthamptonct.gov, by June 19, 2026, or until filled. Job 
description and employment application are available at www.
easthamptonct.gov. EOE/AA/M-F. 1TB  5/29

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING:  All pest 
p lan ts  &  v ines  re
moved f rom t rees , 
walls/land clearing. NO 
CHEMICALS EVER! 
Per iod & Medi c inal 
garden design. Call Mike 
845-481-0131. Don’t 
Worry ~ We got it!

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

DRIVER/ASSISTANT 
W A N T E D :  D r i v e r 
needed to take me 
from Colchester home 
to Aquatic Therapy in 
New Britain, early af
ternoons. SUV or semi-
SUV needed. May need 
assistance in walker 
or wheelchair entering 
pool building. Will need 
assistance getting in 
pool chairlift. $25/hr, 4 
hours. Call 860-537-
4657.

N O E L’S  M A R K E T: 
Help Wanted. Bakery, 
early morning hours. 
Deli, all shifts available. 
860-537-5988.

W A N T E D  J U N K 
CARS: and unfinished 
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TARGET 
S H O O T I N G 
P E R M I S S I O N :  o n 
private 3-10 min acre. 
Pay $100/day 3 days 
summer. Former USMC 
Offi cer, Mark 860-982-
7164.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

PURE BRED SHITZU: 
For sale. 1 female and 
1 male, 4 months old. 
Looking for their forever 
home. 860-978-0587.
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HELP 
WANTED
Help needed in our 

Printing Department.
Full and Part-time 
Hours Available 
Monday – Friday

Email Jim for
more information:

jim@rarereminder.com
No phone calls please.
Must be 18 years old.

CLEANING

C
IT
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5-
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing at their Meeting on Monday, June 8, 2026 at 
6:30pm at the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive, 
Room 117 and via Zoom to consider the following application:
ZBA-26-005: Kenneth Barber, Requesting the following variance 
to section 4.4.E Area & Dimensional standards to allow reduction 
of front setback (Pecausett Trail) from 50’ to 20’.88” and front 
setback (Daly Rd.) from 50’ to 43’.4”, and increase Maximum Lot 
Coverage from existing 12.6% to 14.4% for construction of 24’ x 
32’ Barn, on 39 Daly Road, Map 33/ Block 87/ Lot 5A.
Applications are on file in the Land Use Office and Town Clerk 
Office 860 267-7450 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following 
Public Hearing Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the Town 
Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-02-26-Zoning Amendment Committee

1. Article Six F.4c.2 floating zone minimum road 
frontage  
2. Article Six F 4.C.4 Floating Zone minimum lot 
size
3. Article Six F.4.C.9 Floating Zone open space
4. Article Six F.4.C. 13 Floating Zone permitted   
user DMR, ALD, & PRRD – minimum land area 
per unit

Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and 
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Depart-
ment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB  5/22, 5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND

A certified list of the Democratic party-endorsed candidates 
for the Town of Portland for election as Portland Registrar of 
Voters will be on file with the Office of the Secretary of the 
State, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut, and copies 
thereof will be available for public distribution.

A Primary will be held August 11, 2026 with August 3rd 
through 9th for early voting, if the required primary petition(s) 
for opposition candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 9-382 
to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, not later than 
4:00 p.m. on June 9, 2026.  Petition forms, instructions and 
information concerning the procedure for filing of opposing 
candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained from: 
Maureen O’Doherty, Democratic Registrar of Voters, 33 East 
Main Street, Portland, Connecticut.
Attest: Michael V. Tierney
Town Clerk of Portland
Dated at Portland this 22nd day of May 2026

1TB  5/29

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 
7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting Platform, 
on the following:

I. Petition 2026-03 & 04: Petition of the Town of Hebron Depart-
ment of Public Works Action Committee for Special Permit and 
Site Plan Modification, in accordance with Section 2.C.4.1 of the 
Hebron Zoning Regulations, to demolish and reconstruct a new 
Department of Public Works and associated facilities, including 
Transfer Station at 550 Old Colchester Road, R-1 District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Jun 10, 2026, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/440080213

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 440-080-213

United States: +1 (646) 749-3122
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 21st day of May 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SPRING RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

C
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12

-2
6

860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE5-29-26

NOW SCHEDULING:
Patios/Walkways

Landscape Design/Lawn Installations

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308
FULLY INSURED • LIC #0671229

611 Lawn Care
Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Call Now for Mulch Installation

R
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Weekly/Biweekly Mowing • Light Excavation Work • Mulching
Walkways • Retaining Walls • Gravel Driveway Repair

20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

PANTONE 357C
C=88
M=45
Y=98
K=16

FOUNDED 1920

NA
TI

ON
AL

 AS

SOCIATION OF STATE FORESTERS

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew  Members!

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
E4

-3
-2

6

860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

SERVICES

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

TREE & LANDSCAPING

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 
VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS

Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

C
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MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
E3

-1
8-

22

It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
E3

-2
0-

20

CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
E3
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G R A V E  S T O N E 
CLEANING: Remove 
mold, mildew, algae, 
lichens and other air pol
lutants from your loved 
ones headstone. One 
time safe, thorough and 
effective hand cleaning 
procedure performed by 
husband and wife team. 
Experienced, insured, 
references, results. Call 
or text for more informa
tion. RIP Cleaning 860-
798-5770.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

INTERIOR PAINTING, 
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex
pert textured ceiling 
repairs, f looring in
stallation, kitchen and 
bathroom updates/re
modelling. Handyman 
services. Over 35 years 
experience in all phases 
of remodelling. Reason
able prices/low hourly 
rates, licensed and in
sured. Call or text Mark 
at 860-805-8122.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
BATH REMODELING 
S P E C I A L I S T S:  A l l 
phases of plumbing 
services and repairs, 
leakypipes and drains, 
hot  water  heaters , 
t o i l e t s ,  g a r b a g e 
d i sposa l s ,  k i t chen 
sinks and faucets, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more. Call for a 
free estimate! Quality, 
professional work at 
affordableprices. Fully 
licensed and insured 
-Discounts available for 
seniors -Call Justin 203-
440-5496.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Questioning whether 
your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have 
existing surface fin
ish deep cleaned, re
vitalized, with a dur
able acrylic/urethane 
floor finish. The best 
alternative to the mess, 
expense of sanding. 
A great affordable ap
pearance booster for 
home sellers. Carpets 
safely dry cleaned.  
Experi enced, refer
ences, insured. William 
Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only. Sup
port Small Business.

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns

R
E3
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
IT
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085 R

E1
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
E3
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELLING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
install INSTALLATION, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. PAVERS, PATIO, 
TILE AND BATHROOM 
R E M O D E L ,  A L L 
MASONRY REPAIRS. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

P A I N T I N G  - 
R E M O D E L I N G : 
I n t e r i o r - E x t e r i o r . 
W a t e r  d a m a g e , 
Ceil ing-Wall Repair, 
Wal lpaper removal , 
Cabinet ref inishing, 
Power washing, Deck 
&  House  s ta in i ng /
paint ing,  Carpentry 
jobs.  #0674321. Fully 
Insured, Free Estimates,  
K&D Painting. Call Kris 
860-463-5246.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1
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(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
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INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
10

-5
-2

3

FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
C
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Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE
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Get your roof Done Right 

The First Time!

FREE ESTIMATES FULLY INSURED LIC. #578351

Quality Work | Cleanup Daily | Over 25 Years Experience

Billy  860-798-4275

051
426

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Advanced Pro
Roof Replacement 

SpecialistsWindows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3
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20

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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1-

24

FOR SALE

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial

Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

3-
5-

20o – 860.633.6015
c – 860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

TAG SALES

C
IT

3-
20

-2
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
29

-2
3

PAINTING

AUTOMOTIVE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE May 29 - June 4
Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Certified Angus 
Porterhouse 

Steaks     
$13.99lb

Get This Party Started!Get This Party Started!

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials
Ken’s Salad Dressings     
All Var. 9 oz.

Lipton Recipe Secret
Dip Mixes    
All Var.
2-2.6 oz.

Best Yet
Apple Juice
64 oz.

Toasted Crackers   
All Var. 8 oz.

Nestle’s Tollhouse Morsels
All Var. 10-12 oz.

Pasta Roni Mixes    
All Var.
4.6-6.2 oz.

Green Giant
Canned Vegetables
All Var. 14-15 oz.

Tuttorosso Tomatoes     
All Var. 28 oz.

Dole Fruit Bowls
4-Pack All Var.
16-17.2 oz.

$1.48 $1.88 $2.88

$2.88 $4.88 $1.88

$1.88 $1.88 $1.98

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Ellio’s
9-Slice Pizza    
18.3 oz.

Encor Entrees    
All Var. 26-28 oz.

Eggo Waffles    
All Var. 10.75-12.3 oz.

International Delight 
Creamers All Var. 32 oz.

Florida’s Natural
Orange Juice    
All Var. 52 oz.

Cabot
Sour Cream    
16 oz.

$3.88 $3.88 $1.88

$3.88 $3.88 $2.88

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head 
Gouda Cheese

Boar’s Head
Low Sodium 
Classic Chicken

Zucchini or 
Summer Squash

California Red 
Grapes

Georgia
Vidalia Onions

$11.99lb. $7.99lb.$1.69lb. $2.99lb. $.99lb.

R
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$4.99lb. $5.99lb. $6.99ea $8.99ea

$2.49lb. $9.99lb. $9.99lb.

$3.99 $5.99 $6.99 $2.99ea

Baby Back
Pork Ribs

Thick Sliced
Slab Bacon

Ball Park
Bun Sized Beef 
Franks 15 oz. Pkg

Lean Shaved Steak     
14 oz. Pkg

Sahlens 
Smokehouse Ham

Finlandia
Swiss Cheese

Kretschmar
Turkey Off The Bone

Beer Can
Chicken Thighs

Fresh Garlic Bread     
19 oz.

Lofthouse
Frosted Cookies     
Asst Var 13.5 oz.

Store Baked 
Pistachio Muffins     
4-Pack 20 oz.

Cantaloupes or 
Honeydew Melons

$7.99lb.

2 0 0 7  T O Y O T A 
TA C O M A :  A c c e s s 
Cab, 4x4, AC, Bed Lin
er, Tool Box. 80,800 
miles. Great Condition. 
No Rust. $18,500 OBO. 
Call 860-467-6669 or 
860-709-2312.

ESTATE SALE: Many 
vintage books and other 
items. Adult trike, diecast 
cars, dishes, furniture, 
odds and ends. All 1/2 
price. Fri, 4pm-7pm, Sat 
9am-12pm, Sun 2pm-
5pm. 11 Injun Hollow Rd, 
Haddam Neck.

P I N E B R O O K  R D , 
C O L C H E S T E R 
N E I G H B O R H O O D 
TAG SALE: Multiple 
houses! Furniture, gym 
equipment, yard care, 
kitchenware, home dé
cor, toys, kids clothes, 
etc! Friday, 5/29, 3pm-
7pm. Saturday 5/30, 
9am-7pm, Sunday, 5/31 
8am-12pm.

TAG SALE: Church of 
St. Andrew the Apostle, 
331 Orchard St, Rocky 
Hill. Saturday June 13th 
8am-4pm and Sunday 
June 14th 9am-12pm 
$0.50 admission. Early 
birds Saturday 7-8am 
$5 admission. Purchase 
bags to fill $5 Saturday 
3-4pm and Sunday 9am-
12pm.

MULTI FAMILY TAG 
S A L E :  S a t u r d a y 
May 30th, 9am-3pm, 
Roundhill Rd, Weth
ersfield. HO Train Set 
original box, Foos Ball 
Table, vintage china, 
Oreck Vaccum, house
hold items, shoes and 
clothing, something for 
everyone.

24’ POOL FOR SALE: 
1 year old. Needs new 
liner. $400/BO. You take 
down/take away. 860-
659-7455. Call or text. 
Marlborough.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN .  87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

TAG SALE SAT 5/30: 
8am-2pm,  Ra in  o r 
Shine. 25 Heritage Dr, 
Marlborough. Clean out 
of shed and basement - 
sporting, tools, holiday 
décor, jewelry armoire, 
XL men and women 
clothes, great deals.

T A G  S A L E 
S AT U R D AY,  M AY 
30TH: 9AM. 68 Portland 
Road, Marlborough. 
PHASE 2 of “Seniors 
Cleaning Out So Our 
Kids Won’t Have To.” 
Thanks to all who came 
last fall. Come back 
again! LOW PRICES!!

FOR SALE: 2010 Mer
cedes Benz E350 4 mat
ic. 194,000 miles, great 
condition. $3700.00 Call 
860-978-0587.

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345 RE
5-

15
-2
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
IT

3-
13

-2
5
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REplayplay
T H E  P O S S I B I L I T I E S !

(ABOVE) OPEN HOUSE: MAY 30, 12-2pm | 28 CONE ROAD, EAST HAMPTON

From summer parties to cozy football Sundays, 
these two rural properties offer inviting indoor  
and outdoor gathering spaces for every occasion.

˜ Jim Harrington, broker
JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  R E A L  E S T A T E

24 COLEMAN ROAD, GLASTONBURY

Whether you’re buying, 
selling, or simply looking 

for advice, I’m honored  
to be your trusted  

real estate resource.

RE5-29-26


