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John Baron, RHAM teacher Karl Jancis and the Rev. Ron Kolanwoski (pictured 
from left) stand together as the newest addition to Hebron’s Witness Stones is re-
vealed on May 30 at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron. See related story below. 

Belltown Budgets 
Fail at Referendum

By Anne Lilburn
East Hampton officials are now tasked with 

figuring out the next steps to take, following the 
failure of both the proposed town government 
budget and the education budget at referendum 
Tuesday.

The proposed 2026-27 town operations bud-
get of $20.30 million, an increase of 2.55% over 
current year spending, was rejected by a 1,582-
1,167 tally, according to unofficial results posted 
on the town website. The Board of Education’s 
proposed budget of $40.15 million, a 3.58% in-
crease over the current year, failed by a 1,654-
1,097 vote.

A separate proposal, a $375,000 parking lot 
paving project at the middle school, also was 
defeated, by a 1,412-1,333 vote. 

Reaction from many in town government 
was one of disappointment.

“Everybody’s disappointed, I suppose, in one 
way or another,” said Town Council Chair Dean 
Markham, a Democrat. “It’s sort of common-
place in East Hampton for budget referendums 
not to pass on the first try so, you know, I’m a 
realist. I know that occurs.”

“We put out a budget to the people that we 
thought took care of all the competing interests 
in the community,” he said, “however, along the 
way we got hit with the revaluation. And infla-
tion.” 

Town Manager Dave Cox said he too was not 
entirely surprised that the budget failed, given 
the current climate, and that the town now 

needed to look ahead to figure out what needed 
to happen to get a budget that could pass a town 
vote. That, he said, would take work.

“I think there’s work that we have to do now 
as a community to determine how we want to 
make reductions in the town’s budget,” he said, 
“and that process will have to start here in the 
next day or so, with conversations at the Board 
of Finance, the Town Council, the Board of Ed-
ucation, and among staff, to identify what are 
the reductions that will get made to satisfy the 
community.” 

Cox said the process would also take time. 
He estimated that it would be at least another 
month before voters would be able to weigh in 
at another referendum.

Board of Finance Vice Chair Daniel Finn, a 
Democrat, said he was “frustrated” with the re-
sults.

“I think we put out a very reasonable budget 
despite the significant structural cost increases 
we faced for both the town and education bud-
gets,” he said, while also lamenting the lack of 
community involvement. 

“I’m disappointed that the turnout was pre-
dictably low compared to the turnout last fall, 
which means a minority of the town’s voters 
made this decision,” Finn added, “and I’m frus-
trated by the significant misinformation cam-

RHAM Students Remember at Stones Dedication
By Toriana Williams

On a chilly Saturday afternoon, community 
members, students, parents and educators gath-
ered at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron 
to honor two men whose stories had nearly 
been lost to history. Through the Witness Stones 
Project, RHAM Middle School students spent 
months researching the lives of Cesar Peters 
Jr. and Martin Powers, two African Americans 
connected to Hebron’s history of slavery and 
freedom.

The dedication held on May 30 was not a mere 
history lesson. It was a celebration of remem-
brance, community and the power of young 
people to bring forgotten stories back into the 
light. As guests filled the historic church, RHAM 
Middle School teacher Karl Jancis opened the 
event by recognizing the students who had de-
voted countless hours to the project.

“First off,” Jancis said, “to look at the number 
of students who came on a Saturday afternoon.” 
He reminded the audience that attendance was 
voluntary. “They did not have to come and drag 
themselves here, or dance or speak in front of a 
whole bunch of people.”

Jancis asked the audience to applaud the stu-
dents, and then he turned his attention to the 
parents who had supported them. “I also want 
to thank, of course, the parents,” he said. “The 
late nights, the supply runs, the headaches. A 
big round of applause to the parents.”

He also thanked community volunteer John 
Baron and described him as “just a member of 
the community who decided to do all of this.”

“All of this is the brainchild of Mr. Baron,” 
Jancis said. “He decided to bring this program 
to our town.”

The event was hosted by the Rev. Ron Kola-
nowski of St. Peter’s Church, who then reflected 
on Hebron’s history. “I have been in this town 
just shy of 10 years,” Kolanowski said. “And the 
more I’m in town, the more I appreciate the in-
credible, incredible, rich history that is literally 
on this land.”

He reminded guests that generations of peo-
ple have lived in the area before them. “We’re 
in this moment together,” he said, “to remem-
ber these people who lived and died in this very 
community, who made this community the fab-

ric that it is.”
Kolanowski also noted a special anniversary. 

“This building turns 200 years today,” he told the 
audience. “We thought this is the perfect setting 
for you to gather and begin to tell a story.”

Baron explained that the program was creat-
ed to amplify voices that history often ignored. 
“The Witness Stones Project is an agency de-
signed to magnify the voice of people who were 
not given a voice in the past,” Baron said.

He explained that the movement began with 
a single school in Connecticut and has grown 
across New England. “Today, there are Witness 
Stones in seven states,” he shared. “Over 300 
Witness Stones have been placed throughout 
these states.”

Hebron’s participation has now entered its 
third year. “We now have five stones in Hebron,” 
Baron said proudly. He praised the students for 
their research and dedication. “These people are 
now given a voice,” he said. “So thank you.”

One of the highlights of the afternoon was a 
documentary created by RHAM student Made-
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This Father's Day, stop into your local Exmark dealership to �nd 
out how Quest and Radius are built for dads who mow best!

If something is worth doing,
It’s worth doing right.

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
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Project Graduation Event Registration
Registration is open for AHM’s Project 

Graduation event for RHAM graduating se-
niors! This year’s event will be held at Spare 
Time Entertainment in Vernon on June 16, 
the night of RHAM High School graduation. 

AHM’s number one goal is to keep RHAM 
graduates safe on an evening that statistically 
ranks as the highest in car accidents due to 
impairment. AHM Youth & Family Services 

coordinates Project Graduation and has done 
so for over 25 years, with thousands of gradu-
ates attending this celebration.

A scholarship is available for those who 
are experiencing financial hardship. Gradu-
ation signs are also available as a fundraiser 
for Project Graduation. Register for $75 per 
person at ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/
project-graduation.

Girl Scouts from Hebron, Marlborough and Andover recently came together to assemble ‘Birthday Party in a Box’ kits to benefit local food pantries. One of the pantries 
that benefited from the boxes was the Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) Food Pantry, where (in the photo at right) director Christa Goodwin-Babka is shown with, 
from left, Brownie Ashley Robidoux, Junior Sarah Robidoux and Junior Adalyn DeLuca.

Girl Scouts Hold Camporee
In early May, the RHAM Girl Scouts held 

their Camporee at Camp Yankee Trails in 
Tolland. Each year, troops from Hebron, Marl-
borough and Andover come together for a full 

weekend of camping badge-earning activities 
and a service project. 

This year’s Camporee theme was “America 
250: An Era Tour,” bringing fun and friendship 

to the eras of American history: the Revolution, 
From Sea to Shining Sea, Industrialization, and 
the Space Race.

The Industrialization era included a service 
project where scouts lined up, assembly-line 
style, to fill ‘Birthday Party in a Box’ kits. Each 
of the 60 kits made included cake mix, frosting, 
sprinkles, a can of Sprite to replace the eggs and 
oil for shelf stability, a birthday card, plates, a 
decoration, balloons, and candles all placed in a 
cake pan for baking. 

The 60 kits were distributed to local food pan-
tries in all three RHAM towns: Hebron, Marl-
borough, and Andover. The kits were very well 
received by food pantry directors who claimed 

that baking goods are oftentimes not received 
other than around the holidays. 

Andover Food Pantry Director Joan Soucy 
stated in an email of thanks to the Scouts: “Your 
efforts in this project are so greatly appreciated 
by all the families who take them. One person 
that took a kit was absolutely thrilled to know 
that their loved one would now be able to have 
a little party on their special day. You’ve really 
made a big difference in that person’s life.”

Hebron Interfaith Human Services (HIHS) 
Director Christa Goodwin-Babka stated that 
she has seen adults that haven’t had their birth-
day celebrated in many years. 



NEWS BULLETIN • June 5, 2026	 Page 3

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM

R
E6

-5
-2

6

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration 
Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool 

Summer Camp is now open for all towns. The 
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa 
classroom and play yard at RHAM High 
School, and is for children ages 3-5 who have 
not yet started kindergarten. 

Hours are 9 a.m.-noon Monday through 
Friday. Families can choose to enroll for one 
to eight weeks. Children must turn 3 by Sept. 
1 and be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-

7/2 week). To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/Community/Program?category=4.  Fi-
nancial aid may be available for families who 
qualify by filling out the form at: ahmyouth.
org/program-scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at bec-
kym@ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.

Cleared To Land... Last week, Hebron resident and State Representative Steve Weir 
(R-55) landed a helicopter at RHAM High School as a demonstration for Mrs. Last-
rina’s Aeronautical Engineering class. A few days earlier, Weir presented to students 
in the classroom about helicopter aviation and flight control systems. Weir landed at 
the school to give the students an up close/hands-on practical view of the helicopter, 
where the students could see and touch the aircraft. Weir noted that the classroom 
instruction is always important, but it’s also important to see the practical, real-world 
application side of things. 

RHAM Senior Wins Registrars of Voters Scholarship
The Marlborough Registrars of Voters are 

pleased to announce that Maia Stock, a RHAM 
High School senior, has been awarded the Judi 
Beaudreau Scholarship in recognition of her 
service as a volunteer election worker during 
last year’s municipal election, where she served 
as a ballot clerk.

Stock will be attending Eastern Connecticut 
State University in the fall, where she plans to 
major in business administration.

The Judi Beaudreau Scholarship is presented 
annually at the Registrars of Voters Conference 
to high school seniors who have participated in 
election work. Stock, who recently turned 18, 
says the experience sparked her enthusiasm for 
civic engagement.

“I am looking forward to being a part of the 
community and contributing to something this 
meaningful,” she said. “Before volunteering as 
an election worker, I didn’t fully understand the 
voting process — but afterward, I came away 
with a much deeper knowledge of how it works. 
I feel far more prepared to vote myself because 
of this experience.”

High school students interested in participat-
ing in local elections are encouraged to contact 
their local Registrar of Voters’ office to sign up 
for training. Maia Stock

Sponsors Sought
for Golf Tourney 

AHM Youth and Family Services will 
hold its annual Golf Tournament Friday, 
July 17, at Blackledge Country Club in He-
bron. AHM is currently looking for spon-
sors and players. 

Go to ahmyouth.org for more info.

AHM Launches
New Podcast

AHM Youth and Family Services has an-
nounced its new “Here 4 You” podcast.

The premiere episode focuses on how par-
ents can support their children’s mental health. 
Megan Aldridge, AHM’s clinical director, talks 
with Tressa Giordano, AHM’s executive direc-
tor, about the when and where to seek mental 
health supports for kids. 

The full podcast can be accessed on Spotify @
AHM’s Here 4 You Podcast and on YouTube @
ahmyouthandfamilyservices8196/podcasts, or 
at ahmyouth.org/here-4-you.

Summer 
Programs at AHM

This summer, AHM Youth and Family Ser-
vices is offering programs for all ages, including 
First Steps in Music, Forest Fun, Brush, Braid 
& Bond, Macrame’ Headbands, Yoga for Kids, 
and more.

Registration is open now, at www.ahmyouth.
org.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

    Scholarships Awarded… The East Hampton-Marlborough Rotary Club awarded 
a total of $21,500 in scholarships to 12 local students during its Scholarship Night 
Awards ceremony on May 27. The annual scholarship program recognizes outstand-
ing students for their academic achievement, leadership, service, and commitment 
to their community. This year’s recipients are: Ella Briggs, Samantha Pugo, Ava 
Jedziniak, Ayomide Bamgbose, Julianna Korczak, Jack Cote, Chloe Wisniewski, 
Ava Archer, Aiden Gora, Madelyn Daniels, Ashley Johnson and Cecilia Zito. The 
East Hampton-Marlborough Rotary Club said that, through scholarships, service 
projects and community partnerships, it remains committed to supporting local 
youth and strengthening the community.

Bulletin Board
“Good morning, Sunshine,” I greeted my wife bright and early the other morning.
She looked at me suspiciously.
“It’s a wonderful morning, isn’t it?” I enthused.
“It’s raining,” she said.
“Ah yes. Liquid sunshine to nourish the earth.”
She frowned. “The other day you referred to rain as God’s unhappy tears.”
“Yes, well. That was the other day. I’ve resolved to take a more positive attitude toward the 

world.”
“Oh. I thought maybe you’d had a stroke or something.”
“If I had a stroke, you could nurse me back to health. It would only bring us closer together,” 

I remarked brightly (or as brightly as you can when someone suggests you’re acting like a 
stroke victim).

“No offense, but feeding you spoonfuls of oatmeal is a closeness I’d prefer not to experience 
if it’s all the same to you.”

“I get it, honey. But when life hands you lemons, you need to make lemonade.”
“Oh my God. You have had a stroke.”
“No, my dear. I’ve had a revelation. Every time you turn around these days there’s something 

bad happening in the world. War, inflation, anger and mayhem. It’s crushing. The only defense 
is to find the positive in the negative.”

“Or you could just turn off the television.”
“Ignoring reality is not the solution,” I counseled. “It’s all about attitude. Take the price of 

beef, for instance. On the one hand, you can complain that you can’t afford a steak. But how 
much better for your state of mind to view it as an opportunity to live a healthier and longer 
life by abstaining from red meat.” 

 “Gasoline prices?” 
“Encourages us to get more exercise by walking.” 
“To Boston and back?” she muttered.
“What?”
 “Nothing. How about the Donald Trump billion-dollar ballroom?”
Oh boy, she’s tough. “Um, will inspire a cultural renaissance in ballroom dancing. Also 

benefits anyone who owns stock in foreign steel companies. Oh, and it will provide a place to 
go now that the Rose Garden has been paved over.”

“The U.S. Congress.”
“Takes the pressure off nursing homes by giving old men someplace to hang out and call 

each other names.”
“Voter redistricting around the country.”
“Excellent for the jigsaw puzzle industry.”
“The Boston Red Sox.”
“Oh, c’mon.”
“Really, Mr. Sunshine. Where’s the silver lining in their record so far?”
“Cheaper ticket prices at Fenway?”
“You wish.” 
“You don’t play fair,” I said.
“Hey, I didn’t even mention the cost of bacon. Which, incidentally, I’m just not going to buy 

any more.” 
“Okay, that’s it. I’m done.”
“Where are you going?”
“Back to bed.”
“It’s nine o’clock in the morning.”
“I don’t care. Wake me up when we can afford bacon.”

Jim Hallas

You might have missed my always-illumi-
nating observing and ruminating last week, 
but don’t worry, all is well. I was on vacation. 
Many thanks to reporter Toriana Williams for 
filling in for me – particularly during a holi-
day week. 

But, I’m back in the saddle, so it’s back to 
business. And I have some news many of you 
might enjoy.

As you may know, a couple of months ago 
I instituted a new policy of noting in people’s 
letters to the editor if they were a member of 
their town’s Republican or Democratic town 
committee. It was the suggestion of a reader, 
and it seemed to make sense to me at the time, 
so I implemented it.

Well, the policy went over like a lead bal-
loon. I received a bunch of pushback – and 
bipartisan pushback at that. Both Republicans 
and Democrats hated it. Most felt that adding 
that note was cheapening or invalidating their 
opinions somehow. No matter how often I ex-
plained it wasn’t, they just weren’t having it. 

At the end of the day, it just wasn’t worth 
it. Knowing that someone is a member of an 
RTC or DTC isn’t as important as knowing 
if someone is on a town board or commis-
sion; at the end of the day, it doesn’t really add 
much. If it’s going to be such an unpopular 
move, it’s just not really worth the hassle. 

So, let’s forget the move. If you want to dis-
close in a letter to the editor you’re a mem-
ber of your town’s RTC or DTC, that’s fine; 
I’ll gladly take it. But I’m no longer going to 
mandate it. 

* * *
I did notice that, while I was out last week, 

there were a few more budget rejections at 
referendum. And as you saw on the cover, 
East Hampton’s proposed budget was shot 

down by voters on Tuesday. So there’ll likely 
be referendum previews and recaps continu-
ing for much of June. 

In my town of Manchester, the 2026-27 
budget was adopted nearly a month ago, on 
May 12. There wasn’t a referendum, or town 
meeting where residents voted. The Board 
of Directors – Manchester’s equivalent of a 
Board of Selectmen or Town Council – passed 
it 9-0 at a town meeting, after holding a public 
hearing back in March. And I gotta admit…
….I do see the appeal of such a streamlined 
method.

I realize that might not be a very popular 
statement. People seem to love participating 
in the budget referendums – and I get that; it 
makes you feel like you’re part of the process.

But think about it: the people on your Town 
Council or Board of Selectmen, you put them 
there. You vote them into office to represent 
you; you show you trust your judgment to 
handle town business. And part of that town 
business is determining an acceptable operat-
ing budget. If you don’t like the budgets they 
pass, then you vote them out of office when 
the time comes.

I mean, you don’t get to vote on the state 
budget, do you? No, you let the people you 
vote into state office determine it. Granted, 
the state budget is gigantic compared to the 
budgets for the Rivereast towns – and Man-
chester’s is significantly larger as well, for that 
matter. So it’s something of an apples and or-
anges situation; I admit that. But it’s still true; 
we voted these representatives and senators 
into office, to represent us and make sound 
decisions on our behalf – and the state budget 
is one of those decisions. A pretty significant 
one, in fact.

Don’t get me wrong – I’m not fully anti-

referendum or anything. But I do see the ap-
peal of having the Town Council, or Board 
of Selectmen, or Board of Directors decide 
it. There are still public hearings and budget 
workshops along the way, where residents 
can voice their opinions. It’s still a democratic 
process. It’s just, when it comes down to the fi-

nal vote, it’s up to the people you have already 
voted to put in office to decide it.

You elect people to do a job; so let them do 
it.

* * *
See you next week.

One-Party Control
To the Editor:

 Tip O’Neill once said all politics are local, 
tying politicians’ fortunes to their constituents’ 
pocketbooks. The Colchester BOE, BOF and 
the BOS proved him right – only this time the 
people said ‘enough.’ 

The budget failure is the result of one-party 
holding the purse strings for too long; they get 
fat and happy and feel entitled to our money. 
Hartford is a good example of this entitlement. 
Like the lords of past, they order things to be 
done and expect that the people follow. Hart-
ford now wants the small communities to pick 
up the overflow they can no longer afford, so 
their crime problem is shared equally.

Some people claim the budget failure was 
against education (those with kids or employ-
ees). Not so; it’s about keeping Colchester af-
fordable for everyone. Let those who want extra 
activities in schools pay for them or have fund 
raises for those interested. It has been proven 
time and again throwing money at education is 
not the answer; clean your house before asking 
others, which makes me wonder if Sullivan was 
paid all that money to shut him up.

Frank Grande – Colchester

Very Disappointing Again
To the Town Council and My East Hampton 
Neighbors:

Town Council your action to appoint Mark 
Barmasse to the Agriculture Commission is be-
yond belief. How could you even think he has 
the town’s best interest in mind. This is the man 
who was the chairman of the WPCA, with a di-
rect hand in promoting the biosolids project. 

Note his name at the top of the POCD Infra-
structure Visioning Session dated Feb. 19, 2026. 
This document’s “Sewer Service Expansion 
Areas” map, shows the whole of Cobalt being 
sewered for economic development. It shows 
Middle Haddam being sewered for high-density 
housing. It has the historic district being sew-
ered for public health. None of this is wanted 
or needed. No Chatham Health reports exist to 
support these expansions.

T/C, you are being watched. We deserve bet-
ter. Stop performing badly. Remove him. 

We hoped you would have started rebuilding 
the town’s trust in your actions. But now you 
just poured gas on the biosolids embers. Shame 
on you. You are just not thinking.

Douglas Mackeown – East Hampton
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Thank You for All You Do... 

Live Local. Give Local.

Call us at (860)347-0025 

or visit us online at 

MiddlesexCountyCF.org.

For working through the 
Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County (CFMC) to put 
your hearts and dollars to work 
where you live, work or play...

For supporting animal welfare, 
arts and culture, health, social 
services, history, education, the 
environment, and so much more...

For helping our local nonpro�ts 
meet the increasing and changing 
needs in our communities.

In Chester...Clinton...Cromwell...
Deep River...Durham...Haddam...
East Haddam...East Hampton...
Essex...Killingworth...Middle�eld...
Middletown...Old Saybrook...
Portland...and Westbrook. 
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Tired of AI
To the Editor:

I’m so tired of artificial intelligence. There’s 
not a day that goes by where I’m not bombarded 
with AI advertisements, emails, or graphics. It’s 
everywhere. No doubt modern society has been 
completely transformed through the availabil-
ity of these generative models, but it seems that 
the tradeoff for technological advancement is 
constant AI noise. Some schools have started to 
incorporate artificial intelligence education into 
their curriculums for fear of students “being 
left behind.” Some schools have replaced teach-
ers completely with AI. These tools are pushed 
into the classroom to replace “monotonous” 
tasks, busywork. Outlining essays, searching for 
sources, imagining ideas for a creative assign-
ment, are all outsourced to save time and effort. 

We are not born with the inherent abilities 
to find credible research or organize a compel-
ling argument or think of a witty idea. These are 
skills to be practiced. School is not just for learn-
ing about physics or history; it’s for learning to 
think for oneself. The scramble to keep educa-
tion tech savvy has turned into the scramble 
to limit any work that doesn’t directly create a 
product. Sure, it’s hard to imagine a world in the 
future where artificial intelligence is completely 
abandoned. That’s a dream far gone. However, I 
don’t agree with the sentiment that we all have 
to succumb to AI’s “inevitability.”

Thank you very much.
Jillian Snow

Bacon Academy
Class of 2026

Garden Club Thank You!!
To the Editor:

The Belltown Garden Club would like to 
thank the public for their continuing support of 
our annual plant sale.

We would also like to thank Rick Walker for 
the usual donation of at about 250, Paul’s for top 
soil, and to our friend of the club, and plant lov-
ers in town who donated such healthy plants for 
our sale.

We are a community organization. Some 
of what our club supports is maintenance of 
the two gardens at the gazebo, the Comstock 
Bridge, and the library grounds.

Thanks for another successful year of our sale 
and the opportunity to share our knowledge of 
perennials.

Belltown Garden ClubFood Drive Thanks
Dear East Hampton Residents and Postal Car-
riers:

On behalf of the East Hampton Volunteer 
Food and Fuel Bank, I would like to express our 
sincere gratitude for your incredible support 
during our Mother’s Day weekend food drive. 
The event was a tremendous success.

It is a privilege to live in such a caring com-
munity. Your generous donations of food and 
funds allow us to continue assisting our neigh-
bors with essential needs for their homes.

Thank you for your continued generosity.
Best regards,

Sandy Fries, Director
East Hampton Food and Fuel Bank

Seniors Be Aware!
To the Editor:

In reviewing the outcomes from the most re-
cent legislative session I was alarmed to see that 
our state representative from the 55th, Steve 
Weir, voted to reject $630,000 in state aid to 
our district. Thankfully, he failed to prevent this 
economic aid from returning to the taxpayers of 
our towns but I am concerned that we will not 
be so fortunate in the future. 

As we continue to watch difficult munici-
pal budgets force small towns, in particular, to 
struggle with rising property taxes and an in-
creasing population of retired seniors, we need 
to ensure our representatives in Hartford are 
fighting to bring tax dollars back to our district. 

Seniors, in particular, should pay close atten-
tion to how our interests are being represented 
as taxes rise and towns are forced to bear the 
burden. 

George O’Brien – Marlborough

Who Does Weir Represent?
To the Editor:

Why did Steve Weir, our elected representa-
tive of the 55th House District, choose to vote 
against much-needed state aid to its five towns? 

The budget that he voted against on May 2 al-
locates over $600,000 towards our five towns to 
help relieve our stressed municipal budgets and 
lighten the load on us, the taxpayers. 

Thankfully, it passed with overwhelming bi-
partisan support – but not from Weir. I think 
it’s worth asking as his current term draws to a 
close: Who exactly does Steve Weir represent? 
And does he really have the voters of the 55th’s 
interests at heart?

Justin Bransfield – Marlborough

Worried About Cuts 
to Services

Colchester Friends:
No one is happy with the choices we have 

this year. But some are once again playing with 
words and making promises I don’t think they 
will be able to keep.

I keep asking to be shown cuts/reductions 
that will not adversely affect students or resi-
dents of the town. 

Call it whatever you like. If you trim less trees, 
there will be more power outages. If you plow 
less, there will be more snow on the roads, and if 
you eliminate teaching positions, then our kids 
will get less instruction/attention per student 
and the quality of these services will suffer.

I implore you to look to those who are offer-
ing or at least working to find actual solutions. 
This requires hard work and effort. 

Many of those screaming the loudest that 
it should just cost less and putting out a lower 
number are not really helping anyone come up 
with the ideas that will move the town forward. 

Inflation is real and this has consequences. 
Please consider the services we all want and use 
from the town and schools as you weigh our 
options and responsibilities as citizens of Col-
chester. 

Respectfully,
Vincent Rose – Colchester

Note: Rose is a member of the Colchester Dem-
ocratic Town Committee, but said he is writing as 
an “individual, concerned taxpayer and resident.”

Lake Pocotopaug
Boating Safety

 To the Editor:
“Boat on Lake Pocotopaug and do whatever 

you want because rules don’t apply.” What a nice 
reputation for our town to have.

 The issues that occur on a daily basis are 
many, all of which are clearly in violation of 
federal/state/town statutes as listed in the 2026 
Connecticut Boaters Guide Rules & Resources 
(https://portal.ct.gov/deep/boating//Connecti-
cut-Boaters-Guide). Coincidentally, the major-
ity of these offenses occur after 2 p.m. A large 
portion of these violators either live on the lake 
or nearby. Violations include:

-- Operating a vessel at excess speed within 
200 feet of docks/moored vessels (no water skier 
landing); 

-- Public urination;	
-- Trash tossed overboard (coffee cups/beer 

cans/cigarettes);
-- Exceeding the lake 40 mph speed limit;
-- Improper operation of a Personal Water 

Craft (PWC) – children in front of operators;
-- No Personal Flotation Device (Kayaks/

paddleboards/PWC);
-- Expired or no registration;
-- Operating a vessel after sunset with no 

navigation lights;
-- Improper launching of people in the air on 

tubing devices;
-- Riding on the bow/gunwales; 
-- No observer while towing skier;
-- Operating a PWC after sunset;
-- Jumping wakes within 100 feet of another 

vessel;
-- Overloaded boats (pontoon/bow-rider/

PWC); 
-- Daily BUI.
Unfortunately, our society’s “Me First” at-

titudes of “don’t tell me what to do, leave me 
alone, and mind your own business” prevails 
when it comes to boating on the lake. Boat-
ing in its various forms has long been a form 
of independence and self-expression, but many 
people see boating as way to “flip the bird” to 
the rules that apply to everyone, and the result 
is the behavior we see on the lake. Enforcing the 
laws is like “whack-a-mole”. The East Hampton 
Police Department causes boaters to obey the 
laws while present, but once the police exit the 
lake, poor/illegal behavior returns immediately.

 In what should be a spirit of cooperation, 

Deep Reductions
To the Editor:

As the Board of Finance works through the 
process of deciding the level of deep reductions 
to the Board of Education and town budgets, I 
find it disingenuous to hear the online chatter 
state that some BOF members are not listening 
and that they don’t get it. Nothing could be far-
ther from the truth.

Following the Board of Finance meeting on 
May 21, where some initial town reductions 
were discussed and also some deeper reduction 
options, the public was very vocal online about 
not reducing hours at the library, not eliminat-
ing the new firefighter position and not reduc-
ing services at the transfer station.

The Board of Finance has an obligation to 
initiate those deeper reductions following the 
decisive referendum vote, but also to make sure 

put aside the “Me First” attitudes and focus as a 
community to make the lake a safe place for all 
to enjoy. The solution requires the community 
to police itself, with support from the TC and 
EHPD as needed to ensure that our community 
can support lake safety now and in the future.

 “We can value our independence and indi-
vidual expression at the same time as we value 
belonging to community and society.”

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton

See Letters, page 6

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

One of the most common numbers homeowners look at when evaluating a home’s value is price per sq. ft.
It’s easy to calculate. Take the sale price and divide it by the home’s square footage.
But while it’s a useful metric, it’s often misunderstood.
Many people assume that if one home sold for $300 per square foot, then another home nearby should be 
worth roughly the same amount. Unfortunately, real estate isn’t that simple.
Price per square foot works best as a comparison tool, not as a valuation tool.
For example, a recently updated home with a modern kitchen, renovated bathrooms, newer mechanical 
systems, and attractive landscaping will often command a higher price per square foot than a similar-sized 
home that needs significant updating.
Location matters too.
Two homes with identical square footage can have very different values based on privacy, views, neighbor-
hood appeal, traffic, or proximity to amenities.
Home size can also affect the calculation.
Smaller homes frequently sell for a higher price per square foot than larger homes because certain costs — 
kitchens, bathrooms, utilities, and land — don’t increase proportionally as square footage increases.
In fact, looking at recent sales from our area, the price per square foot ranged from approximately $232 
per square foot to nearly $393 per square foot among single-family homes that sold during the past 
week. Yet many of those homes shared similar characteristics on paper. The difference came down to 
condition, location, updates, and buyer demand. 
This is why appraisers and real estate professionals focus primarily on comparable sales rather than relying 
solely on price per square foot.
The best use of price per square foot is to identify trends and provide context. It can help answer questions 
about the market, but it rarely tells the entire story.
When determining value, the specific features of the property, recent comparable sales, and current market 
conditions will almost always provide a more accurate picture than a simple formula.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

R
E6

-5
-2

6

What Price Per Square Foot Actually Tells You

Single-Family Homes
• 9 homes sold

• Average sale price: $487,111
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 111%

• Average days on market: 10 days
• Median days on market: 6 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 2 sold at an average of $328,500

• Sale-to-list ratio: 104%
• Days on market: 25 days
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You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

Freeze School Staffing
To the Editor:

Andover Elementary School has a superin-
tendent of schools who is concerned about class 
size for her 200 students. Years ago, the subur-
ban Pennsylvania school district I attended also 
had a superintendent, but his purview included 
oversight of 12 elementary schools, two junior 
high schools, and one high school totaling more 
than 10,000 students. My senior graduating 
class alone had more than 1,200 students.

Throughout my six years of elementary school 
my typical class size was 48 students, led by one 
teacher. How was my school able to function 
with classes of that size while today’s schools 
experience tremendous consternation endur-
ing 18 students in the same classroom? Back 
then, schools used to employ a practice known 
as “tracking,” where students with similar aca-
demic performances were grouped together in 
the same classes. This allowed greater focus for 
the teacher and much more rapid and in-depth 
progression for each of that class’s students.

I suspect modern classroom assignments are 
intended to model diversity and inclusiveness, 
so classes contain students of diverse academic 
accomplishments. Teachers are challenged with 
the necessity of presenting their subject mate-
rial in a manner in which many diverse levels 
of students will be able to receive it. This would 
seemingly require teaching to the lowest com-
mon denominator in each classroom.

I pay more than $1,000 in Andover prop-
erty taxes every month, with the lion’s share 
going to the schools. This is the greatest recur-
ring expense I encounter, and after 25 years it’s 
amounted to more than my initial mortgage! 
I’ve never used any of the schools and it’s un-
likely I ever will.

We go through this Kabuki dance every sin-
gle year for the school budgets. You could cut 
and paste the exact same letters to the editor ev-
ery year. Increasing taxes year after year (20% in 
just two years!) on people whose incomes don’t 
rise nearly enough is not sustainable. As Milton 
Friedman was quoted as saying, “Things that 
cannot keep going on as they are – won’t.”

No additional staffing should be permitted. 
Current staffing should be frozen, and no new 
programs should be implemented. It is irrespon-
sible and negligent continuing to add even one 
more dollar to Connecticut’s unfunded pension 
liabilities. Every dollar of salary increases are 
just more promises being made that can’t be 
honored. It’s disgraceful that cowardly officials 
continue kicking this can down the road.

Sam Prentice – Andover

that the citizens of Colchester fully understand 
what these reductions mean for services es-
pecially on thetTown side. Given the numbers 
brought forward at the Board of Finance meet-
ings and those numbers floated online, it is un-
realistic to expect minimal impact to programs 
and services. 

The mission of the BOF is to balance the 
needs of Colchester with its ability to pay. The 
BOF needs to find the reduction number that 
meets the request of voters per the referendum 
with a clear understanding of what the citizens 
define as a “need.” 

Taking the time to allow Colchester citizens to 
ask questions and clarify what these reductions 
will mean is the BOF meeting its mission. 

Krista Kardys – Colchester
Note: Kardys is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Finance, but said she is speaking as an 
individual.

Rules, Regulations
for Safe Recreation

To the Editor:
With summer fast approaching, we begin to 

make plans for fun under the sun at the town 
parks. The following list serves as a reminder of 
the safety rules and regulations for swimming, 
boating and recreation at Lake Terramuggus 
and other town athletic fields.

General Rules:
1. The following items are strictly prohibited 

at all town parks and fields: Use or sale of al-
coholic beverages; Operation of unauthorized 
motor vehicles; Feeding or annoyance of wild-
life; Unauthorized camping; Pets (except service 
animals); Smoking or vaping; Glass containers 
and Balloons of any kind; Firearms or weapons.

2. No mooring of boats or boats with engines 
greater than 3.3 horsepower.

3. Parking is restricted to designated areas.
4. Beach closings may occur if one or more 

inches of rain have fallen within 24 hours.
5. Take out what you take in.
6. Open fires and cooking is restricted to des-

ignated areas with permission only.
7. One or more lifeguards may be on duty be-

tween Memorial Day until the end of the season.
8. Parks and athletic fields are open from 

dawn to dusk.
For a full list, please visit the Parks and Recre-

ation link through the www.marlboroughct.net 
homepage.

Louise Concodello, Member
Marlborough Lake Advisory Commission

BOE Forensic Accounting 
Report

To the Editor:
I’ve read the Forensic Accounting Report, 

and I must be reading a different report than 
the one that some members of the Republican 
Town Committee (RTC) have been referencing 
in letters and on Facebook.

The following quotes are from the Forensic 
Accounting Report found on the BOE page un-
der budget documents. I’ve abbreviated Board 
of Education to BOE. Ms. Linkkila was the BOE 
Director of Finance and Operations. Both she 
and the superintendent have resigned.

Page 7 - “Mr. Dennler stated that once he 
understood Ms. Cosgrove’s calculations, he 
became concerned that there may be an error 
in the manner the formula was being applied 
in the BOE’s calculations for the annual health 
insurance since 2023/2024. Mr. Dennler stated 
he met with Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Linkkila to 
share his concern, and that he was told that they 
stood by their calculations. Without access to 
Ms. Linkkila’s spreadsheets for 2023/2024 for-
ward, it is unclear how Mr. Dennler could have 
quantified the issue with Ms. Linkkila’s health 
insurance calculations.”

The report clearly states that the superinten-
dent and the BOE finance director stood by 
their calculations and without internal health 
insurance information belonging only to BOE 
staff, the first selectman could not have known. 
The town and BOE are separate branches of 
government with separate finance departments. 
Neither Sullivan or Linkkila worked for the first 
selectman.

Page 9 shows that the first selectman flagged 
the concern for BOE. Sullivan and Linkkila said 
that he was wrong. “Mr. Rivers stated he fol-
lowed up with Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Linkkila 
asking them if there was a problem, and they 
told him the problem was on the town side.”

The report goes on to say that the BOE could 
not have known or found the issue.

Page 15 - “The same information would 
have been available to the BOE members and 
the public at large. However, without knowing 
the methodology used within Ms. Linkkila’s 
calculations for the health insurance costs, it is 
unclear how the information that was available 
to them could have helped the board members 
identify the issue with the health reserve ac-
count balance prior to it becoming apparent.”

Statements being made repeatedly by some 
RTC members blaming the first selectman and 
some members of the BOE must be for political 
reasons or why would they continue to provide 
misinformation to the residents of Colchester? 
The actual facts matter.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen, but said she is speaking as 
an individual. 

One Month to Go
To the Editor:

Start your 4th of July celebrations this year 
by joining your fellow Hebronians to mark the 
250th birthday of this great country. There is 
only a month to go! There will be a special pro-
gram starting at 9 a.m. outside the Old Town 
Hall by the Douglas Library. It will include 
patriotic songs, music and poetry. Veterans 
will perform a commemorative flag ceremony. 
There will be an opportunity to purchase 250th 
commemorative merch and the raffle will open 
for a magnificent handmade quilt.

“William Willliams,” our local signatory to 
the Declaration, in full 1776 costume, will read 
the Declaration of Independence assisted by 
members of Hebron scouts. A collage of what 
freedom means to many of your neighbors will 
be on display, and we will finish with a rousing 
speech on “Let Freedom Ring.”

So, make plans now to start your July 4th Cel-
ebration in the traditional way at 9 a.m. at the 
Old Town Hall.

Thank you, and God Bless America!
David Rose a.k.a.

“William Williams”
Hebron

A Horrific Scene
To the Editor:

On Saturday morning, May 23, driving on 
Route 16 to my grandson’s baseball game in East 
Hampton, I slowed to a stop to watch a male Ca-
nadian goose lead his family across the road. As 
he passed the center line with two babies in tow, 
the female with three more goslings right be-
hind, I watched in horror as a black SUV came 
at high speed from the opposite direction. The 
vehicle made no attempt to stop or even slow 
down. He hit the male goose with such force he 
was left in a cloud of feathers floundering in the 
road. The distressed female honking hysterically 
tried to gather and herd her babies back to the 
other side. 

It was a horrific scene that has haunted me 
since. How could a normal person do this?

Julia LeGrant – Glastonbury
Teacher, Mother, Grandmother,

and Animal Lover 

Thanks from Art Association
To the Editor:

Our Art Show on May 16th was a great suc-
cess! Perfect weather, beautiful art and great 
company! Congratulation to the winners: 
1st Prize-Lori Neumann; 2nd Prize-Jennifer 
Chaffee; 3rd Prize-Elizabeth Sennett; 1st Hon-
orable Mention-Skye Garafalo; 2nd Honorable 
Mention-Betsy Rich; 3rd Honorable Mention-
Rita Gibbons. Thank you to all the artists who 
took part in this year’s show displaying their 
wonderful art and their lovely and generous 
picture donations for our Art Auction.

We are thankful and fortunate that the Con-
gregational Church again allowed us the use of 
their lawn and facilities for our annual show. 
We also owe a nod of appreciation to the East 
Hampton Rotary Club for the use of their sign 
board for our Art Show advertising; the Rivereast 
News Bulletin for the good and frequent public 
notices they print for us; the East Hampton Li-
brary and staff for help with printing for our Art 
Show Booklet; and all the sponsors who helped 
make this show possible with their generous do-
nations to our Association for Art Show prize 
money and programs throughout the year.

Thank you to our Co-Presidents-Geralyn Yo-

cher and Rita Gibbons for their hard work pull-
ing this show together and their extensive work 
throughout the year. Also, Sherisa Yocher–Show 
Booklet cover art and production; Sarah Gib-
bons–Website and Facebook boosting; Ed Yo-
cher and PJ Baton-Installation of snow fence for 
the Art Show; Geralyn Yocher-Art Show Cream 
Puff Baker “Extraordinaire”; Elizabeth Sennett, 
Leslie O’Kelly, Geralyn Yocher, Rita Gibbons-
Fundraising; George Burger-Treasurer; and Jan 
Prentice-Art Show Judge. We also want to thank 
our other Officers for their work throughout the 
year: Betsy Rich-Recording Secretary; Emily 
Timreck-Hospitality; and Leslie O’Kelly-Corre-
sponding Secretary.

Please consider joining our group! For more 
information: easthamptonctartsassociation.org.

East Hampton Art Association
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112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Walk-ins Welcome, Reservations Appreciated — 

Lunch – happy hour – Dinner SpeciaLS
DownStairS Lounge – Drink SpeciaLS
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Lunch on Sundays
from 11:00am to 3pm

LIVE BANDS 
ARE BACK

-NO COVER-

Great Specials Mondays 
downstairs at the bar!

Fri., June 6th, 8-11pm
“Sister Funk” 

The patio is a 
great place to 

enjoy your meal!

Sat., June 7th, 8-11pm
“60 Explosion” 

Two Great 
Bands to Enjoy!

Patio Now 
Open!

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE6-5-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, June 5th Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship 
Fundraiser - $20 Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner, Raffles, 

Live Entertainment “Blue Mountain Haze”
Friday, June 12th “Syndicate”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE5-15-26

Family owned & operated

10 Oz. Of King Crab, 
1 Lobster Tail & 
2 Sea Scallops

with 2 sides

Served
Daily in May!

Call or stop in for a menu today!

SPRING SPECIAL!
Kings are Back!

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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the patio is now open!

Live Music 
w/Dave Sadloski
& Drink Specials 
Thurs. June 11

5 - 8 p.m.

Dementia Talks No. 61
To the Editor:

As I sit in a Starbucks at 6 a.m. off of Du-
pont Circle in Washington, D.C., ready to walk 
the halls of Congress and advocate for the Alz 
Screening and Prevention Act, I am reminded 
of the start of this journey. 

It started in 2014 when Mom said she wanted 
to move to Hebron from Vermont. The stars 
aligned and in 2015 she moved in with us then 
shortly after that, into the house next door. We 
had the “real” path to grandma’s house which 
her grand-dogs knew well. 

In 2017 I joined Mom in a doctor’s visit when 
we heard the word Alzheimer’s for the first time 
in the spirit of now being directly introduced to 
the brain disease. 

Since 2017, I have tripped over words. We 
would say Mom has a “broken brain,” that we 
couldn’t use “logic” brain, that “it” is a horrible 
disease, that Mom was now like a “child,” that 
her brain is “shrinking” … among many others.

At times these descriptions served a purpose 
based on where we were in our journey. As 
those that are on the journey know, it is unique 
for each person, caregiver and family. I am try-
ing hard to shift to a positive approach to the 
disease to ensure that our support of my mom is 
positive. Mom is not Alz, she is Mom. At times 

Shovel for Us, 
Wait for Them 

To the Editor:
On Feb. 23, Colchester was hit by a block-

buster blizzard. The next day, Feb. 24, voters 
were asked to shovel out their driveways, clear 
their cars, and get to the polls to vote on the Ba-
con Academy and RecPlex improvements.

Residents were expected to go above and be-
yond to make local government work.

What we did not know then was how much 
local government itself was not working.

We did not know the public would later learn 
about the health insurance reserve issue. We did 
not know a forensic audit would implicate not 
just former administrators, but elected officials 
who were supposed to provide oversight. We 
did not know that while taxpayers were being 
asked to support new projects, serious financial 
warnings had already been circulating behind 
the scenes.

And we certainly did not know the superin-
tendent would soon be “resigning” with a payout 
that would make many corporate CEOs blush.

Now contrast that urgency with what hap-
pened after the May 20 referendum.

Local government put forward two budgets 
voters clearly found unacceptable. Voters reject-
ed both. The message was clear: cut the budgets 
and come back with something taxpayers can 
support.

So what happened next?
Two Board of Finance meetings. A lot of 

talking. Very little action. No clear number. No 
clear plan. No visible command of the problem.

It is almost impressive. Voters delivered a mes-
sage that could not have been simpler – spend 
less – and our elected officials responded like they 
were handed a riddle written in ancient Greek.

As if the idea that taxpayers might reject 
roughly 18% increases over three years had nev-
er occurred to them.

Residents were asked to trudge through snow 
to vote for government projects, yet govern-
ment cannot produce a revised budget with any 
urgency at all.

Voters do not need to be lectured for reject-
ing two budgets. They need elected officials to 
respect the result and produce a revised budget 
with urgency.

That is the problem.
The first selectman has found time to cam-

paign for the budget voters rejected. The Board 
of Finance, meanwhile, has not found the will to 
meaningfully cut it. Apparently, selling the bud-
get is urgent. Fixing it can wait.

Colchester voters already did their job. Now 
it is time for elected officials to do theirs.

Get to work.
Michael Dubreuil – Colchester

Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 
Republican Town Committee.

Exchange Club Thank You
To the Editor:

On May 14th the Exchange Club of Portland 
held their 37th Annual Charity Golf Tourna-
ment at the Portland Golf Course. The Ex-
change Club would like to thank the golfers & 
volunteers for their help and support in making 
this charity fundraiser extremely successful.

The Exchange Club would also like to thank 
the sponsors of the Tournament.

Presenting Sponsors: FW Webb, Chris Cote’s 
Golf Shop, and Portland Golf Course

Eagle Sponsors: Brown & Wimler Construc-
tion, CATIC, Connecticut Valley School of Mu-
sic and Dance, Daniels Energy, Dave & Terry 
Gilbert, Eagle Rivet Roof Services, The Flood 
Law Firm, IBS LLC, The Law Office of George 
A. Law, Liberty Bank, Palmer & Associates In-
surance, Schultz Electric, Steve Wells, Symme-
try Physical Therapy, and Tull Brothers

Our Birdie Sponsors: George & Carol Gilbert, 
Middlesex Health, G.A. Olson Flooring, Peter 
and Mary LaMalfa, Middletown Toyota, Portland 
Discount Liquors, RBC Wealth Management, 
Sharr Realty, Thompson Landscaping and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars - Post 6121 Portland

And our Par/Tee Sponsors: Aresco Con-
struction, Bill’s Auto, Sue & Tom Bransfield, 
Concentric Brewery, Cromwell Energy, CSB 
Inc., Enterprise Products, Gildersleeve Spirit 
Shop, Hometown Garage, Mima Burke - State 
Farm Insurance, Olson Backman Interior De-
sign, Portland Transmission, Pub at PGC, Jason 
Vocke of Worldwide Wines, Snyder Civil Engi-
neering, Tim Csere, and Thompson Landscape.

From the support by Sponsors and Golfers, 
the Portland Exchange Club will be making do-
nations to local charities in our community. We 
ask that all members of our community recog-
nize these local businesses that supported our 
fundraiser. The best way to do this is by award-
ing them with your business.

Thank you,
Exchange Club of Portland

Incredibly Short-Sighted 
Anti-Education Crowd

To the Editor:
Colchester voters recently rejected both the 

town and education budgets. Ironically, the 
same small group of loud voices that has spent 
years attacking education funding helped create 
a situation in which both budgets suffered simi-
lar defeats.

Despite repeated claims to the contrary, some 
residents continue to demand high-quality 
schools while opposing nearly every effort to 
pay for them. The result is a never-ending cy-
cle of outrage, budget cuts, and surprise when 
those cuts have consequences.

Perhaps the Board of Finance should simply 
give them exactly what they want.

Let’s close the transfer station. After all, 
private companies can haul your trash. Why 
should taxpayers subsidize garbage collection?

Let’s eliminate the senior center and trans-
portation services. There are rideshare apps and 
social clubs. Problem solved.

Let’s stop maintaining roads. The town got 
along just fine with dirt roads once upon a time. 
If potholes become a problem, residents can al-
ways switch to a horse and buggy.

And while we’re at it, let’s move fire and po-
lice protection to a pay-for-service model. Need 

emergency assistance? Have your credit card 
ready when the truck arrives.

Of course, nobody seriously believes those 
are good ideas. We recognize that certain public 
services are essential to maintaining the quality 
of life that makes Colchester an attractive place 
to live. Education belongs in that category.

A few years ago, voters who thought the pro-
posed budget was too low were ultimately re-
warded with a modest increase. Today’s ‘vote 
no’ crowd should not expect to burn down the 
entire budget process simply because they dis-
like the outcome. Reasonable reductions may 
be appropriate, but drastic cuts that undermine 
educational quality are not.

The Board of Finance plays an important role 
in moments like this. Its responsibility is not 
merely to count votes, but to exercise judgment. 
The board exists to evaluate competing priori-
ties, separate rhetoric from reality, and recom-
mend budgets that serve the long-term interests 
of the entire community.

Colchester’s schools are not a luxury. They are 
one of the primary reasons families choose to 
live here, one of the strongest drivers of prop-
erty values, and one of the most important 
investments the town makes in its future. The 
Board of Finance should keep that in mind as it 
considers the next steps.

Jeremy McKenzie – Colchester
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it can be hard.
Some families deny the symptoms, some em-

brace the situation, some take time to accept and 
do what they can in the moment with the tools 
that they have. 

Some lead with positivity, some lead with an-
ger, some lead with confusion. Some lead with 
all these emotions and more.

I am grateful for those that choose to read 
these snippets. I am grateful for those that share 
their thoughts about what I write and about 
their own journeys. 

If I have learned anything is that we learn 
from each other and some things will work and 
some things won’t. 

All we can do is try and do our best, and know 
we are not alone. 

With peace and kindness, 
 Tonya Maurer – Amston

Alz Hotline 1-800-272-3900

Hidden, Then Handled
To the Editor:

The forensic audit on the school health insur-
ance fund is public. So is the timeline. Read to-
gether, they tell a simple story: a problem stayed 
out of view for years, and then got handled in 
weeks.

The reserve began to be drained with the 
2023/2024 budget. Budgets stopped using the 
consultant’s actual projected claims. The board 
only ever saw summarized figures. Detailed 
math moved into private spreadsheets managed 
by unelected officials. A formula error overstat-
ed available funds by about $738,000.

Concerns were raised in spring 2025. Of-
ficials acted publicly to address the shortfall at 
the time. It was discussed in budget meetings on 
March 11, March 19, April 1, and June 25, 2025.

Elected officials asked questions. They were 
told the numbers were right and that this was 
a one-time fix.

Per the report: “It is unclear how the infor-
mation that was available to them could have 
helped the board members identify the issue 
with the health reserve account balance prior to 
it becoming apparent.”

Then a new board took office and hired a 
new broker. In January 2026, the broker flagged 
a nearly million-dollar shortfall. From there 
things moved the way they should when some-
thing is wrong: Board of Finance Jan. 28. Joint 
meeting Feb. 9. Superintendent’s letter Feb. 10. 
Board of Finance Feb. 11. Newsletter and social 
media Feb. 13. Budget workshop Feb. 18. The 
full financial scope was made public before the 
referendum on Feb. 24.

Forensic audit commissioned Feb. 26. By 
then, the public already knew the price tag. The 
audit was about finding the root cause.

The audit found no fraud and no theft. It 
found weak processes and poor transparency 

What I’m Hearing…
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

Over the last week, I have been asking folks 
I see around town what they think is the right 
next step for the town and Board of Education 
budgets.

Voters are clearly demanding a more afford-
able budget. The Board of Finance needs to sig-
nificantly reduce the proposed mill rate. I be-
lieve any increase has to be less than the cost of 
inflation. That will require major cuts across the 
town and BOE along with some creative solu-
tions that cannot be developed overnight.

People are also angry and frustrated, and they 
want more information.

The Board of Education and town represent 
separate legal entities, but our finances are in-
termingled. Residents receive one tax bill. They 
need to trust their local government with their 
money – right now, that confidence is lost. It is 
the job of elected officials to restore public trust.

The Board of Selectmen, Board of Financ, and 
Board of Education need time to take concrete 
actions to address the findings of the Board of 
Education’s forensic accounting report to put 
in place guardrails and oversight mechanisms 
to protect Colchester in the future. I have been 
discussing this with the chairs of the Board of 
Finance and Board of Education.

We believe some of these steps should in-
clude:

- Reintegration of the town and Board of 
Education finance departments to improve co-
ordination and reduce administrative overhead 
where possible;

- Establishment of joint health insurance re-
serve fund policy;

- New coordination mechanisms between 

A Profile in Filibuster
To the Editor:

We all know the great threats to Connecticut 
liberty. The overreaching regulator. The med-
dling bureaucrat. And, this spring, a bill asking 
out-of-state apartment owners to register with 
the towns where their buildings sit.

Senate Bill 274 grew out of the Concierge 
Apartments disaster in Rocky Hill, where an 
out-of-state firm let a complex rot until thou-
sands of tenants had to be moved into hotels at 
public expense. The bill did two modest things. 
It raised penalties on landlords who rack up 
repeat fire and building-code violations, and it 
asked absentee owners to tell the towns they ex-
ist. It passed the Senate. It cleared its committee 
unanimously. The sort of thing most of us as-
sumed was already the law.

Our representative, Steve Weir, drew the line.
He did not vote against it, exactly. Voting 

leaves a record. Instead, on the session’s last day, 
he and a few allies threatened to talk, and talk, 
and talk until the midnight deadline ran out and 
the bill quietly died, untouched by anything so 
vulgar as a roll call. It is a strange kind of cour-
age, the heroism of running out the clock so that 
no one ever has to say where they stood.

I have tried to reconstruct the principle. A 
bold stand for the right of absentee landlords 
to stay anonymous? A defense of the crumbling 
stairwell against the tyranny of the smoke de-
tector? Whatever it was, he held firm where the 
Senate and a unanimous committee had seen no 

Letters Have Added Confusion
To the Editor:

As if the facts surrounding the underfunding 
of the Colchester Health Reserve Fund were not 
troubling enough, recent letters to the editor 
have added further confusion by mischaracter-
izing the findings of the forensic audit report. 
Based on the letters from Michael Dubreuil and 
Jason LaChapelle published last week, readers 
might conclude that First Selectman Bernie 
Dennler was involved in either underfunding 
the account, or hiding that the account was un-
derfunded. That is not what the report states.

Rather than relying on anyone’s interpreta-
tion, I encourage readers to consider the re-
port’s own language:

“Mr. Dennler stated once he understood Ms. 
Cosgrove’s calculations, he became concerned 
that there may be an error in the manner the 
formula was being applied in the Board of Edu-
cation’s calculations for the annual health insur-
ance since 2023/2024. Mr. Dennler stated he 
met with Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Linkkila to share 
his concern, and that he was told that they stood 
by their calculations.

Without access to Ms. Linkkila’s spreadsheets 
for 2023/2024 forward, it is unclear how Mr. 
Dennler could have quantified the issue with 
Ms. Linkkila’s health insurance calculations.”

The report’s language regarding Mr. Dennler 
differs notably from its findings about other in-
dividuals involved. In discussing the former su-
perintendent and former business manager, the 
report uses phrases such as “she knew” and “he 
should have known.” No similar conclusions are 
drawn regarding Mr. Dennler.

The report also notes that the town’s portion 

fight worth having.
It may help to know that our representative 

sits on the board of the Connecticut Apart-
ment Association, has called himself “a service 
provider to apartments,” and owns commercial 
property through an LLC. None of it appears in 
his official biography, though I suppose a man 
cannot list everything.

I do not expect my representative to vote for 
every bill. I would settle for him letting this one 
come to a vote.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but he said he is 
writing as an individual.

Multicultural Books Donated to Local Libraries

The Coalition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE) recently conducted a book drive to benefit area libraries and childcare centers. Pictured from left are Richmond Memorial 
Library Director Aubrey Muscaro and Christi Moraga of CoDE; East Hampton Public Library Director Christine Cachuela; and Raya Eichmiller delivering books to Little 
People’s Play Place in Marlborough.

Nearly 65 multicultural books were recently 
donated to local public and school libraries and 
childcare centers, as a result of a book drive or-
ganized by the Coalition on Diversity & Equity 
(CoDE). This is the third annual book drive 
CoDE has conducted. 

The goal is to enhance and expand the library 
collections with an emphasis on stories that 
portray children and young adults from around 
the world and that represent diversity within the 
United States.

The libraries stretch across the five towns that 
CoDE serves: Andover, Columbia, East Hamp-
ton, Hebron and Marlborough. Specifically, 
boxes of books were delivered to Andover El-

ementary School and Andover Public Library, 
Porter School and Saxton B. Little Library in 
Columbia, East Hampton Public Library, Doug-
las Library in Hebron, and Richmond Memo-
rial Library in Marlborough. The childcare cen-
ters that received books are: Little People’s Play 
Place and Marlborough Cooperative Nursery 
School (both in Marlborough), Belltown Dis-
covery Center and KOCO Child Care Center in 
East Hampton. 

Each library or child care center director was 
able to choose the ones they wanted and need-
ed. Some of books requested were:

Name Jar by Yang Sook Choi. This book is 
about a young girl who immigrates from South 

Korea and the children in her class want to give 
her another name, an American name, but ulti-
mately she embraces her real name and teaches 
her classmates and teacher how to pronounce it.

Churro Stand – a 2025 Américas Honor Book 
Award that celebrates community with the pop 
and sizzle of delicious churros. This book was 
available in English and Spanish.

Through the Telescope: Mae Jemison Dreams of 
Space by Charles Smith Jr. This is a poetic ode to 
the first Black woman astronaut in space. 

A special gift this year to all the public li-
braries was The Narrative of Primus: A Lineage 
Woven into American History by local genealo-
gist and historian John Mills. This is the tale of 

10-year-old Primus, who survived the Middle 
Passage and endured decades of enslavement in 
colonial Connecticut.

Two local bookstores, River Bend Bookshop 
in Glastonbury and Folklore & Fable Booksell-
ers in Colchester, participated in the drive. Cus-
tomers could purchase books either online or in 
their stores.

“The bookstores, as well as the many volun-
teers involved, were key to making this drive so 
successful,” said Christi Moraga, CoDE leader 
who organized the drive for the past three years. 
“And of course, we were only able to donate so 
many beautiful books because of the generous 
people who purchased them.”
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boards that will ensure accountability and over-
sight to the extent allowed by law.

Officials should also make new opportunities 
to hear from people directly and to answer their 
questions. Next week, acting Superintendent of 
Schools Judy O’Meara and I will do a Q&A at 
the Colchester Senior Center on Wednesday, 
June 10, at 1 p.m., for senior center attendees. 
The BOF will also be scheduling a new budget 
workshop with Q&A. Other opportunities at 
different/times locations will also be announced 
soon.

I believe it is critical that all three boards 
work collaboratively to address these matters 
before scheduling another referendum.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler

Colchester First Selectman

of the fund had not been properly funded in the 
years before Mr. Dennler took office and that 
corrective action was taken during his admin-
istration.

I encourage Colchester residents to read the 
report for themselves and evaluate its findings 
directly, rather than relying on political inter-
pretations offered by others. The underfund-
ing of this reserve fund is a serious matter, and 
public discussion should be grounded in the re-
port’s actual findings rather than selective read-
ings of its contents.

Sincerely,
Erin Shuman – Colchester
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Protect Marlborough’s Future
To the Editor:

As a Marlborough parent and a public school 
teacher, watching our town vote down the 
RHAM budget for a second time was incredibly 
frustrating. Speaking as a mom, I want stability 
for our kids. Speaking as an educator, I know 
that dragging out a budget doesn’t save a dime; 
it does the exact opposite.

This isn’t a vote for luxuries. The RHAM 
budget covers the absolute basics: fixing leaky 
roofs, paying the electric bill, keeping class sizes 
normal, and running bus routes. I understand 
the frustrations over administration funding, 
but voting down an operating budget will not 
fix those top-level issues; it only hurts the class-
rooms. If we want to change how the district is 
managed, that work needs to be done when we 
vote for Board of Education members, not by 
defunding baseline school operations.

In reality, voting ‘no’ to save money actively 
wastes it. Every single re-vote forces taxpayers 
to foot the bill for printing ballots, paying poll 
workers, and running legal ads. Worse, it trig-
gers a massive waste of time. We are literally 
paying town employees to do the same job three 
times over through endless emergency meet-
ings and paperwork.

What makes this defeat truly painful is how 
few people decided it. Marlborough has thou-
sands of voters, yet only 459 total cast a ballot 
on the operating budget: 319 ‘yes’ and a mere 

Thank You, Mr. Weir
To the Editor:

I was very thankful to be a part of the heli-
copter presentation and tour that Mr. Weir was 
willing to put on for the aerospace class. His 
selflessness in taking time out of multiple days 
of his schedule to come and present to ready-to-
learn high school students was very appreciat-
ed. I know that not many people in high school 
aerospace classes would get a chance to see a live 
model of what they are studying up close. 

We were very happy to welcome Mr. Weir and 
let him share his knowledge with us. Mr. Weir 
even let me come attend the presentation and 
check out his helicopter, knowing my passion 
for aviation, although I am not currently in that 
class. That shows an excellent inclusivity of oth-
ers. Thank you again for coming to present at 
RHAM for us!

Sincerely,
Sawyer Montstream
RHAM High School
10th Grade Student

Weir’s Vaccination Stand
To the Editor:

I was appalled to discover recently that Steve 
Weir voted against the Connecticut legislation 
passed to ensure the integrity of vaccinations in 
our state. The bill sought to ensure that the state 
would be able to make recommendations and 
continue traditional vaccine standards, given 
the recent federal chaos and meddling of vac-
cine recommendations by HHS and the CDC. 
The law did not make any changes, simply pro-
vided local, evidence-based control over vacci-
nations in the event of federal interference on 
this very important health and safety issue. It 
was endorsed by the Connecticut Hospital As-
sociation. 

Let your voice be heard on Election Day and 
let’s find someone else in the 55th District to 
lead us on this and other very important issues.

Jean Wilson – Marlborough
Note: Wilson is a member of the Marlborough 

Board of Education, but said she is writing as an 
individual. 
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Rivereast Standout Athletes of the Week

Aiden Niderno and Madelyn Daniels were honored as East Hampton High School’s 
CAS-CIAC 2025-26 Scholar-Athletes. The Scholar-Athlete Program annually recog-
nizes two high school seniors from each high school whose academic and athletic 
careers have been exemplary, whose personal standards and achievements are a model 
to others, and who possess high levels of integrity, self-discipline and courage. The 
pair of Bellringers, who will both attend the University of Connecticut following 
graduation, were honored at the annual Scholar-Athletes banquet held at the Aqua 
Turf Club in Plantsville last month. 

By Josh Howard
Aiden Niderno - East Hampton High 

School (Track & Field): Niderno won both the 
javelin and high jump at the SLC championships 
at Coginchaug Regional High School on May 
26. Niderno, a senior, tossed the javelin 149’ 2” 
to win the event comfortably ahead of runner-
up Logan Prince of Portland (132’ 9”). He then 
won gold in the high jump with a personal-best 
leap of 6’ 0”, besting 15 other competitors. At the 
conference clash, Niderno also took 3rd place 
in the 110-meter hurdles and 7th place in the 
long jump. Niderno, who will study electrical 
engineering at the University of Connecticut, 
is also an all-conference basketball player and 
standout soccer player at EHHS.    

Ellie Ballard - RHAM High School (Track 
& Field): Ballard won a state championship, 
winning the 3,200 meters at the Class M Cham-
pionships at New Britain’s Willow Brook Park 
on June 1. Ballard, a senior, ran a blistering 
10:59.45 in the event, beating runner-up Callie 
DeLuise of Oxford by over 12 seconds and eas-
ily defeating the rest of the field, which featured 
24 total competitors. Ballard had previously 
broken the school-record in the event, running 
a 10:58.93 at the Middletown Invite on May 2. 
Following her graduation from RHAM later this 
month, Ballard will continue her cross-country 
and track career at Central Connecticut State 
University where she will compete with the Blue 
Devils running programs.  

Spencer Masterson - Portland High School 

(Track & Field): Masterson won a conference 
championship, placing first in the pole vault at 
the Shoreline Conference (SLC) championships 
that took place at Coginchaug Regional High 
School on May 26. Masterson, a senior, cleared 
a personal-best height of 13’ 6” to best runner-
up Michael Bellemare (12’ 6”) and the rest of 
the conference competitors. On Monday (June 
1), Masterson added a state championship to 
his resume, winning the Class S state title in the 
pole vault. 

Riley Stolzman - Bacon Academy (Softball): 
Stolzman was named the Most Valuable Player 
(MVP) as the Bobcats captured a second straight 
Eastern Connecticut Conference (CCC) cham-
pionship with a 3-2 victory over Montville on 
May 28. Stolzman, a junior, had a pair of stand-
out performances during the tourney run, first 
striking out 10 and allowing only one hit during 
the team’s 12-0 win over Lyman Memorial in the 
ECC Division II semifinals on May 26. She then 
fanned 11 in eight innings of work in the cham-
pionship clincher, which went into extras before 
Gabby Russo scored in the top of the eight after 
being sent home by Briana Hawes. Stolzman 
also did damage from the plate in the two tour-
ney wins, combining for four hits while scoring 
a run and driving in another. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

stretching back years.
That is exactly how you want public officials 

to act once they understand a problem. Quickly, 
in public, with the receipts. Hidden for years, 
handled in weeks, and on the record.

John Farrell – Colchester
Note: Farrell is a member of the Colchester 

Democratic Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.
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140 ‘no.’ Regionally, the entire budget failed by 
just 149 votes (1,573 to 1,722). When thousands 
stay home, we let a tiny fraction of the town dic-
tate our future.

We cannot afford to sit this out or let our 
kids be caught in adult political games. When a 
school system takes a hit, property values drop 
right with it, hurting every homeowner. On 
Tuesday, June 16th, the thousands of support-
ers who stayed home last week need to show up, 
vote ‘yes’ and protect Marlborough’s future.

Sincerely,
Stacy Constantine – Marlborough
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Dining in Greece… Mary Ann Wall of East Hampton and her family Pam, Tim, 
Sarah, and Lily Oakes of Chelmsford, Mass., brought the Rivereast to Anefani Greek 
Restaurant in Athens, Greece.

Spring Break in Barbados…  During school April break, Hebron resident Erin Brown 
and her family traveled to Barbados – and of course brought along their favorite 
weekly newspaper! This picture was taken on the east coast, in Bathsheba. From left 
are Hailie Brown, Jeff Brown, Erin Brown and Michael Szegda.

Three Generations in Italy!... Three generations of Italian heritage ladies recently 
returned from a holiday in Sicily where we visited and two of them hiked Mt. Edna. 
From left are Liliana Potter, Jill Potter from Columbia, and Nonna, Judi Meacham 
from Hebron. 

The Paper at the Pantheon …. Deanna Rhodes of Marlborough brought the Rivereast 
to the Pantheon in Rome, Italy to celebrate her 60th birthday.
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EXCHANGE CLUB OF PORTLAND
37th Annual Charity Golf Tournament
Thank you for your support of this year’s Tournament
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Birdie Sponsors
G.A. Olsons & Sons •  George & Carol Gilbert

Middletown Toyota • Middlesex Health
Peter and Mary LaMalfa• Portland Discount Liquors

       Pub @ PGC • RBC Wealth Management
           Sharr Realty • Snyder Civil Engineering

Eagle Sponsors
Connecticut Valley School of Music & Dance CATIC 

Daniels Energy • The Gilbert Family • Flood Law Firm
Palmer & Assoc. Insurance • Law Office of George A. Law 

Liberty Bank • Schultz Electric IBS LLC • IBS LLC 
Symmetry Physical Therapy • Tull Brothers

www.portlandexchange.org

Presenting Sponsors
FW Webb, Chris Cote’s Golf Shop, Portland Golf Course
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Dog TalesDog Tales
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Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

322 Main St., Portland, CT
(Conveniently located next to Post Office)

860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide

You the Best Dentistry

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Housing Authority Receives Award

The Portland Housing Authority recently received an award from the Connecti-
cut Green Bank. Pictured from left are Mackey Dykes, Executive Vice President of 
Financing Programs at Connecticut Green Bank; Katie Shelton, Senior Manager, 
Market Engagement, at Connecticut Green Bank; Allen Harrison, Executive Director 
of Portland Housing Authority; Carol Diaz, Deputy Director of the Portland Hous-
ing Authority; and Nikki Dow, Solar Project Manager at Connecticut Green Bank.

The Portland Housing Authority was recently 
honored by the Connecticut Green Bank.

The Connecticut Green Bank, a quasi-public 
agency that helps finance green energy projects 
in various sectors and markets, held its annu-
al Green Bank Awards in March. The awards 
recognized outstanding partners, contractors, 
municipalities, investors, and community or-
ganizations that helped accelerate clean energy 
adoption and climate solutions across the state 
in 2025. 

Specifically, Portland Housing Authority 
was recognized for its solar project at Quarry 
Heights. PHA was awarded “Outstanding Proj-
ect for Solar MAP+.” In a press release, Con-
necticut Green Bank said its Solar Marketplace 
Assistance Program (MAP+) makes it easier for 
multifamily housing providers, municipalities, 
and state agencies to add solar and battery stor-
age to their properties by providing support that 
simplifies every step of the process.

“After Solar MAP+ expanded to serve afford-
able multifamily properties in 2024, the Port-
land Housing Authority took the initiative to 

bring energy-saving benefits to their residents 
at Quarry Heights,” the press release stated. “By 
advancing a solar project at Quarry Heights, the 
Authority demonstrated how clean energy can 
directly benefit residents while strengthening 
community sustainability. The 164-kW solar in-
stallation will deliver not only clean, renewable 
power but also more than $12,000 in energy 
savings for its 70 tenants in the first year alone.”

Car Show Celebrity Guest

Joe Furey

Joe Furey, chief meteorologist of WTNH-TV 
News 8 will be the grand marshal for the Port-
land Annual Car Show hosted by the Freestone 
Knights of Columbus on Friday, June 26, in the 
parking lot of the Church of Saint Mary. 

The show will be filled with show cars from 
the owners of muscle cars, street rods, and other 
cars and trucks.

The show starts at 3 p.m. in the rear parking 
lot. Prizes will be awarded at 7 p.m. and snacks 
will be available along with a large charity raffle. 
This will be the eighth show the Knights have 
sponsored. 

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car 
Show is organized by Portland’s Freestone 
Council 7 located at the Church of Saint Mary. 
The proceeds of this event are used to finance 
local charitable causes.

Trinity Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites the community to worship each week. 
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org. 

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation 

and our church office is open from 2-4 p.m. 
each Friday. All are invited to join the Anglican 
Prayer beading sessions at this time too. 

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 4:45 
p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrangements. 
Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 to 

make arrangements. Marriages: Contact the of-
fice at 860-342-2328 to make an appointment 
with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding kindergarten 

registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the 
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3 
p.m. – both in the church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Portland 

Fair, which will return to its “new” location at 
Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. 

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the 
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme 
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into 
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night. 
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of 
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford 
and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson 
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover 
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project 
which will culminate in a banner for the tent.

Donations Welcome: The Friends of the Fair 
campaign continues through June 15. Dona-
tions of $25 receive a two-day pass to the fair, 
while a $40 donation receives a three-day pass. 
Support helps fair organizers continue to im-
prove the grounds.

Chicken Barbecue: This third annual fun-
draiser will be held July 20 at Portland River-

front Park. This event is being held in partner-
ship with Portland Fish and Game Club. All are 
invited for dinner and musical entertainment. 
Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for children.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.
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‘Three Decades of Change on Main Street’

Bob McDougall’s landmark panorama project, “Three Decades of Change on Main 
Street 1995-2005-2015-2025,” is currently on display at Portland Library.

Portland Library and Portland Historical 
Society proudly present the next chapter of 
Bob McDougall’s landmark panorama project, 
“Three Decades of Change on Main Street 1995-
2005-2015-2025,” as part of Portland’s America 
250 Celebration.  The exhibit includes four se-
ries, each 96 feet long, featuring 2,400 photo-
graphs of Main Street.

What began in 1995 as a “snapshot in time” 
has been expanded into a vivid, generation-
spanning visual journey, which invites visitors 
to trace the evolution of Portland’s Main Street 
with each layer of photographs. McDougall’s 
original vision, to help viewers see “the way it 
used to be,” now deepens into something even 
more powerful: how a single street can reflect 
the passage of time.

When asked what gave him the idea for the 
project, McDougall related a story about his 
early years with Portland Historical Society 
when he would listen to the elders telling stories 
about growing up in Portland and trying to de-
scribe where things used to be and what things 
used to look like. That sparked the idea to re-
cord how things are with photographs so that in 
the future when telling a story people could see 
what could be hard to describe. 

“The focus is as much on the space between 
houses as it is on the houses,” he said. “Most old 
photographs capture the buildings, but few fo-
cus on the open space, outbuildings and trees.”

 The photo mural attempts to capture the 

whole picture, both the east and west side of 
Main Street from the Arrigoni Bridge to Indian 
Hill Avenue (a distance of about two miles), 
with series created decades apart, the changes 
and evolution of the area become obvious.

“This project is a remarkable gift to our com-
munity,” said Library Director Jennifer Billings-
ley. “It allows us to see not only how Main Street 
has changed, but to reflect on how our shared 
history continues to shape who we are today.”

The exhibit will be on display at the Portland 
Library for the months of May and June. An ex-
hibit reception, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Portland Library with an opportunity to speak 
with McDougall, will take place at the library 
(20 Freestone Ave.) on Thursday, June 11, at 6 
p.m. 

McDougall, born and raised in Portland, has 
been a longtime student of town history. He 
joined Portland Historical Society as a charter 
member when he was in the sixth grade and 
currently serves as the Museum Director of the 
Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 
History.  In 2004 he authored Images of America: 
Portland.  A graduate of Portland High School 
and the University of Connecticut, McDougall 
is a computer systems engineer by trade.

Portland Historical Society President Susan 
Bransfield said the society is proud to be a spon-
sor of the photo mural. “It is a remarkable ex-
hibit loaded with historic and present-day pic-
tures of our Main Street,” she said. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is June 1.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday 6/8: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6/9: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer pa-
tients. Bears on a journey are seeking donations 
of light fleece (one yard or more) for making 
teddy bears for cancer patients throughout the 
state. If you would like to donate, call 860-342-
0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. – for more 
info please contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.
com; Congregate Meal, noon – $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: meatloaf 
slice, mashed potatoes, gravy, steamed carrots, 
peach cup, string cheese; Coupons for Troops, 
1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize II, 5-6 
p.m. – fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday 6/10: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m. – 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Bridge, every 
other Wednesday, 12:30-4 pm

Thursday 6/11: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– $3 suggested donation (must fill out form). 
Menu: turkey meatballs, ziti with marinara, 
mixed veggies, roll & butter, string cheese, ap-
ple; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday 6/12: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m. – fee is a 
$5 donation to instructor.

June Special Events: Unless noted, registra-
tion is required for all programs. Also, unless 
noted, all programs are free. 

Monday, June 8: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 

and Nature Program: Lovely Lavender Work-
shop, 1 p.m. Fee is $20. 

Wednesday, June 10: Bingo with Sean from 
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 11: Sweet Treats and Con-
versation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. This 
month’s community leaders are to be deter-
mined. 

Friday, June 12: Family History Fun with 
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, June 13: Strawberry Festival at 
Olde Mystic Village. Leave the Center at 10 a.m. 
There is a $5 ride fee. 

Monday, June 15: Veterans Benefits Work-
shop, 10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs 
and services offered to veterans and surviving 
spouses. 

Wednesday, June 17: Walking Club, 9 a.m. 
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and 
the Air Line Trail.

Wednesday, June 17: This month’s Hiking 
Club meetup will be a special Birding and But-
terfly Hike led by Beau Dougherty. Meet at the 
intersection of Breezy Corners and the Air Line 
Trail at 9 a.m. 

Friday, June 19: Center closed for Juneteenth. 
Monday, June 22: Technology workshop, 11 

a.m. The topic for this session will be MyChart.
Thursday June 25: Drumming Circle, 2-3 

p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Fee is a $5 donation for the 
food bank. 

Friday June 26: Shopping trip to IKEA. Leave 
the center at 10 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Dog License Renewal, Search for ‘Top Dog’
The Portland town clerk’s office is once again 

accepting donations of dog and cat food as part 
of its annual contest to determine which dog 
will wear the number one dog tag for the up-
coming year. The pet food collected will go to 
the Portland Food Bank, for those in temporary 
need.

To enter, donate cans/bags of dog or cat food 
when registering your dog at the town clerk’s of-
fice in June. For each can/bag donated, your dog 
will earn a ticket for a drawing to be held at 4 
p.m. on June 30. Limit of 16 entries per dog, al-
though additional donations are greatly appre-
ciated. The first three tickets chosen will receive 
the #1, #2, and #3 dog tags.

All dog owners must obtain a license or re-

new their current licenses between June 1 and 
June 30 for the dog license year beginning July 
1. A recent state law also requires an owner of a 
dog going to a kennel to be licensed. The state-
mandated registration fee is $8 for a spayed/
neutered dog, and $19 for a non-spayed/non-
neutered dog. Certificate of spaying/neutering 
must be provided for first-time licenses to re-
ceive the $8 fee amount. A rabies vaccination 
certificate must also be provided for first time 
licenses or if the previous vaccination has ex-
pired. After July 1, a $1 monthly penalty will 
apply.

More information can be found at www.port-
landct.org/licenses-certificates or by calling the 
town clerk’s office at 860-342-6743.

Carpino Receives Republican Nomination 
For Reelection to State House

State Rep. Christie Carpino

State Rep. Christie Carpino has been nomi-
nated by local Republicans to seek another term 
representing Connecticut’s 32nd House Dis-
trict, which includes Cromwell and Portland.

Carpino, who has represented the district 
since first being elected in 2010, said she is hon-
ored and grateful for the confidence placed in 
her by Cromwell and Portland delegates and 
supporters as she prepares for the 2026 election. 
She currently serves as House Republican Cau-
cus chair, a key leadership position within the 
House Republican caucus.

“I am deeply honored to receive this nomina-
tion for another term in the Connecticut House 
of Representatives,” said Carpino. “Serving the 
residents of Cromwell and Portland has been the 
privilege of a lifetime. Together, we have worked 
to protect taxpayers, support local public safety 
and public health, strengthen our schools, and 
advocate for policies that keep Connecticut af-
fordable for families and seniors.”

Carpino said she will continue to fight for 
residents and families. 

“Families continue to face rising costs, busi-
nesses are struggling with economic uncertain-
ty, and communities need a fighter for them,” 
Carpino said. “I remain committed to common-
sense solutions that improve our quality of life 
and standing up for the interests of the people 
I represent.”

Carpino thanked local supporters, volun-
teers, and residents for their continued trust 
and encouragement.

Portland Town Clerk Mike Tierney nomi-
nated Christie Carpino during the Republican 
convention. She was seconded by Cromwell 

resident Mike Cannata.
Tierney said Carpino “has a proven track re-

cord of success… and is a true asset to Portland, 
Cromwell, and Connecticut as a whole. It’s my 
honor to nominate her.”

As Carpino hits the campaign trail, she said, 
“I look forward to earning the support of voters, 
spreading my positive message, and continuing 
to serve the communities I proudly call home.”

YFS News and Notes
Portland Youth and Family Services (YFS) 

has announced the following items of interest. 
Call YFS at 860-342-6758 for more information.

Rent Rebate Program 2026: YFS is process-
ing rent rebates for Portland residents. Call for 
information and an appointment.

Blast-Off to Summer: June 25, 4-6 p.m., at 
the Town Green (between Senior Center and 
the Library). Come celebrate with activities 
including a petting zoo, face-painting, bounce 
house and more. 

Power-Up Portland – Prevention and Well-
ness: The mission of Power-Up Portland is to 
prevent substance abuse among the youth of 
our community. Community programs are or-
ganized to foster health and wellness, provide 
education and help everyone understand how 
to support people in recovery. All are invited the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Buck Foreman Community Center. Call YFS for 
more information. 

Annual Juneteenth Celebration Returns
Portland’s Committee on Solidarity/June-

teenth invites all to the annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration on Saturday, June 20, from noon-5 
p.m., at Portland Middle School. This marks the 
eighth year the Portland community has hosted 
this event. 

Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery 
in America. On June 19, 1865 a Union Army 
general informed over 250,000 enslaved Black 
people in Texas that slavery had been abolished 
at the end of the Civil War.  They learned that 
two and a half years before, Abraham Lincoln 
had issued the Emancipation Proclamation, de-
claring that “all persons held as slaves…hence-

forth shall be free.” In 1979, Texas was the first 
state to make Juneteenth an official holiday; sev-
eral others followed suit over the years. In June 
2021, Congress passed a resolution establishing 
Juneteenth as a federal holiday.

The celebration will begin at noon in the 
auditorium with presentations from Barbara 
Shaw, from Voices of Portland; Eric Grant, the 
first and only Black police officer in Portland; 
and Robert Jefferson, from the Black History in 
Middletown project.  There will be live music by 
the band At Last, and a variety of vendors from 
Black-owned businesses. There will be food to 
enjoy, and free ice cream for a sweet treat. 

Families are encouraged to bring their kids, 
who can enjoy games and other activities.New Land Record 

Fraud Alert System
The Portland Town Clerk’s Office is pleased 

to announce that property owners can now sign 
up for a free land record fraud alert. With Fraud 
Alert, you can receive an email alert whenever 
a document, such as a deed, mortgage or lien is 
recorded under your name. Documents can be 
viewed online or at the Portland Town Clerk’s 
Office.

Residents and property owners are encour-
aged to participate in this free service. Sign up 
today at www.portlandct.org/town-clerk or see 
the Portland Town Clerk’s Office for details.

Library Meeting,
Book Collection 

The Friends of Portland Library remind 
the community that the next Book Collec-
tion Day will be on June 13 from 10 a.m.-
noon. 

Bring your previously loved books, CDs, 
DVDs, puzzles and games that are in sale-
able condition. Volunteers will be at the 
back door of the library to assist with dona-
tions. 
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 6/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Schedule your appointment online today!

SUMMER IS COMING... KIDS HOME!
Summer camp, beach! Make sure your 

vehicle is ready for the task!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

See More Portland News, page 33

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Friday, July 3 and Saturday July 4 for 
Independence Day.

Children’s Programs: Drop-In Playdates: 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m., June 10 and 17. Kids 
birth to 5 years and their caregivers are invited 
to drop into the Wagner Room for some open 
play with library toys. No registration required.

Summer Reading Volunteer Training: 
Wednesday, June 10, 3:30 p.m., for students go-
ing into grades seven and up. Stop by the library 
or visit the teen page of the library website to 
sign up for the Summer Reading Volunteer pro-
gram. Volunteers will not be able to sign up for 
volunteer shifts unless they have attended this 
or another mandatory training session.

Coming Soon! Cook Up an Adventure 
Summer Reading Program: Visit the library on 
or after June 22 to pick up your reading log, or 
visit the Summer Reading portal on the library 
website to track your reading electronically. 
Each day you read 20 minutes or more counts 
towards your summer reading goal. Earn prizes 
each time you reach five days.

Summer Reading Kickoff: Michael OJ: 
Wednesday, June 24, 6:30 p.m., at Portland Mid-
dle School auditorium. This is a family-friendly 
magic show featuring audience participation 
and comedy. Registration requested, but not 
required.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. June 22, 
July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary 
Flood Room to enjoy stories, rhymes and songs 
about some favorite tasty treats. A craft project 
will be offered at the end of each program. 

Cooking Around the World: For kids go-
ing into grades K-2. Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
June 24, July 8, 15, 22, 29, Aug. 5. Travel around 
the world as you learn about different cultures 
through cooking and crafts. 

Cooking Academy: For kids going into 
grades 3-5. Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. June 23, July 
7, 14, 21, 28, Aug. 4. Take a new food-themed 
adventure each week, focused on science exper-
iments, art projects, and cooking. 

Red, White and Blue Tye-Dyed Tees: For 
kids going into grades 6-up. Thursday, June 25, 
3 p.m. Come to the library flagpole to tie-dye a 
red, white and blue T-shirt just in time for the 
Fourth of July, and then continue the celebra-
tion by decorating your own tie-dyed cupcakes. 
All materials will be supplied. Space is limited. 

Adult Programs: Book Clubs: Mystery Lov-
ers Book Club: Tuesday, June 9, 1 p.m. Murder 
Takes a Vacation by Laura Lippman will be dis-
cussed. After this, the library book clubs will go 
on summer vacation. Check back in August to 
see what each group will read in September.

Movie: Wednesday, June 10, 1 p.m. The 
Housemaid (2025; rated R) will be shown. Run 
time is 131 minutes.

Adult Craft Night: Ribbon Flag: Wednes-
day, June 10, 6 p.m. Create an American flag out 
of ribbon to display in your home to celebrate 
America’s 250th anniversary. Registration is 
open now. Space is limited.

Photo Exhibit Reception: Thursday, June 11, 

5:30 p.m. This is a reception for “Three Decades 
of Change on Main Street, 2005, 2015, 2025,” by 
Bob McDougall. Portland Public Library and 
the Portland Historical Society present the next 
chapter of Bob McDougall’s panorama pho-
tography project, a four series visual journey, 
which includes 2,400 photographs. This exhibit 
is running from now through June 27.

Understanding Your Credit Scores: Tues-
day, June 16, 6:30 p.m. Stephen Robert from 
Bedrock Credit America will teach on credit 
scores vs. FICO credit scores, what goes into 
the FICO scores, negative remarks on the credit 
and how to properly remove them, and changes 
coming to the FICO credit scores.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up 
an Adventure: When you sign up for the 2026 
Adult Summer Reading Program, you receive 
a coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in 
value) from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & 
another coupon when you log 2,000 pages. On 
June 22 register for summer reading and start 
logging the pages you read. For every adult who 
joins the reading program and reads at least one 
book this summer (including audiobooks and 
graphic novels) the Friends of Portland Library 
will donate $3 towards two musical instrument 
rental scholarships for the 2026-27 school year 
for two students at Brownstone Intermediate 
School.

Intergenerational Drumming Circle: Mon-
day, June 22, 6:30 p.m. Gather on the Waverly 
Town Green for a West African-inspired drum 
circle led by Mark Zarrillo, knowledgeable in 
West African music, culture and with 40 years 
drumming wisdom. Drums will be supplied. 

The Full Rise – Sourdough Bread Demon-
stration: Tuesday, June 23, 6 p.m. This edu-
cational presentation that walks through the 
basics – what sourdough is and how it works. 
Each participant will bring home a 20g sour-
dough starter, a starter care card and a classic 
sourdough recipe. Space is limited; registration 
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m. This project 
is made possible in part by the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services under the provisions 
of the Library Services and Technology Act, ad-
ministered by Connecticut State Library.

Adult Craft Night: Wire & Sea Glass Jew-
elry: Monday, June 29, 6 p.m. Local crafter 
Laurie-Lynne of Creative Girl Studios will teach 
different techniques to make wire wrapped sea 
glass jewelry. Each participant will leave with 
a completed pendant necklace. Registration 
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m. Space is lim-
ited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experi-
ence levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, 
get helpful knitting tips and enjoy chatting with 
others who enjoy knitting and crocheting. 

Sports Hall of Fame
Portland Parks and Recreation is part-

nering with the Portland Sports Hall of 
Fame to accept nominations for the class 
of 2026. 

Nominations can be submitted to the 
Parks and Recreation Department digitally 
through its website, portland.recdesk.com 
(look for the Sports Hall of Fame entry in 
the program listings), or in person at the 
office, located at 265 Main St.

Nominations are due July 15.

Lawn Irrigation 
Inspections 

Starting this month, town inspectors will con-
duct inspections of irrigation systems on the 
public water supply. 

In order to do this your system must be acti-
vated. If for some reason it is not activated, please 
call the Public Works office at 860-342-6733 to 
schedule an appointment for a different time. 

If the inspector comes out and your system is 
not activated, you will still be charged the $75 in-
spection fee.

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke. This 
Sunday, June 7, Cooke will preach on the topic 
“Healing Touch.”

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children 
will meet for Church School in the newly reno-

vated classroom, and the middle school class 
will meet in the youth room. Infant through 
Pre-K children will enjoy playtime and an age-
appropriate lesson.

 For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Trip to Lancaster
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 26-30 
– and a deposit is due soon.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder 
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at 
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour 
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and 

a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.
The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-

equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging 
in a single hotel. Cost of this trip is $765 per 
person double occupancy ($934 pp  single or 
$745 pp triple occupancy). A $75 deposit is due 
by June 27; with the balance due by Aug. 19.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at (860) 262-3531.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, 
Base Camp is open to children entering grades 
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering 
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the 
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 
K-2): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 4-5 p.m., at 
Portland West Golf Course.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 
3-5): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 5:15-6:15 p.m., at 
Portland West.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades 
6-8): Tuesdays, June 16-July 7, 5-6 p.m., at Port-
land West.

Ladies Summer Golf Clinic for Beginners 
with Gerry: Tuesdays, June 16-July 14, 6:15-
7:15 p.m., at Portland West.

Slamma-Jamma Summer Basketball Camp: 
Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m.-2:15 
p.m., at Brownstone Intermediate School. Open 
to children in grade 3-8.

River Bend Landing
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

There will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
Portland’s new River Bend Landing on Satur-
day, June 6 at 10 a.m. on 241 Airline Ave. 

State and local officials will be on hand to 
share congratulatory words before the ribbon is 
cut to officially open the park. All are welcome 
to attend.
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line Decesare. Her film explored the history and 
purpose of the Witness Stones Project.

“Each and every one of those stones repre-
sents a life of a person whose story has largely 
been lost to history,” she said. “Through the 
Witness Stones project, we’re working on bring-
ing back the stories, one by one, to the commu-
nity.”

The documentary traced the origins of the 
project to Gilbert School teacher Dennis Cul-
liton and featured descendants and educators 
whose lives have been touched by the program.

Students then presented detailed biographies 
of the two men being honored.

Eleanor Isleib shared the story of Cesar Pe-
ters Jr., whose family narrowly escaped being 
kidnapped and sold into slavery despite having 
legal freedom. After years of struggle, the family 
secured their freedom and established a life in 
Connecticut.

Isleib painted a vivid picture of Peters’ life as 
a farmer, husband and father. She helped the 
audience understand both the challenges and 
achievements of a man whose story might oth-
erwise have been forgotten.

William Decesare then presented the life of 
Martin Powers, who was born in slavery and 
later gained his freedom. “The history of He-
bron and slavery is a complicated one,” he told 
the audience. He explained how Powers even-
tually became a property owner, taxpayer and 
voting citizen.

“So while there’s not much information on 
Martin Powers,” Decesare concluded, “the little 
information and sources we have tell us enough 
pieces to put together the life of a human being.”

“A man whose life was just as important as 
any human life is a life that we should never for-
get,” he said.

Students Anna Bech and Lorette Heinen 
followed with a moving poem imagining two 
possible paths for Cesar Peters Jr.’s life – one in 
which he was kidnapped into slavery and an-
other in which he remained free.

Another student, Thomas Case, presented a 
documentary about Connecitcut’s 29th Colored 
Regiment during the Civil War. He connected 
the regiment’s history to descendants of the Pe-

ters family and highlighted the sacrifices made 
by African American soldiers.

“All of these soldiers sacrificed their lives to 
let others besides themselves be free,” Case said.

After the indoor presentation concluded, 
guests made their way outside for the unveiling 
of the new Witness Stones. 

“Thank you for being here,” Baron said. “This 
is a wonderful moment that, you know, two 
centuries later, we’re able to recognize and give 
voice to two people.”	

The stone honoring Martin Powers recog-
nized him as an enslaved man who later became 
“a farmer, family man, property owner” and “a 
voting citizen until 1818.” The marker for Cesar 
Peters Jr. described him as “born free,” “almost 
kidnapped into slavery” and remembered him 
as a “farmer, family man, property owner.”

After the dedication, the celebration contin-
ued with African drumming and a group dance 
presented by Nia Arts. Director EvaE Peart 
energized the crowd before the performance. 
“We’re so excited to have partnered with the 
town on multiple occasions to bring you some 
West African dance,” she said.

She encouraged everyone to participate. “The 
more positive, fun energy you put this way, the 
more it goes out that way,” Peart said. “So we do 
this together as a community, as one.”

Students then danced to the rhythms of West 
African drumming, circling around “King Jan-
cis” in an exciting and joyful performance that 
drew smiles and applause from the audience.

Throughout the fellowship hall, visitors ex-
plored student-created exhibits that demon-
strated their hard work and creativity. Displays 
included a 3D model of the Peters family home, 
information about the diet of enslaved people, 
a student-created newspaper titled Ye Old Ga-
zette, exhibits about Hebron history and presen-
tations on African culture as a whole.

Guests also enjoyed drumming demonstra-
tions, storytelling, an interpretive dance per-
formance, and a play entitled The Life of Cesar 
Peters.

As Baron reminded the audience, “Small 
voices have a big message to tell.”

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery, 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. The Christian Education team has pro-
vided quiet, activity bags, found in the narthex, 
for the youngest children to borrow and enjoy 
at summer services. Sunday School will resume 
in September.

June 7 is a Communion Sunday. Holy Com-
munion is open to all, regardless of church af-
filiation, including children with parental guid-
ance. The service will be led by Seaver. Her 
sermon title is “Just a Little” based on Matthew 
9:9-26.  After worship all are invited to Coffee 
Hour in the Thienes Lounge.  

279th Annual Program Meeting: Sunday, 
June 7, in the meetinghouse at 11:15 a.m.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 

next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be May 31. Second-quar-
ter mission-giving will go to the AHM Mental 
Health Fund. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop  is located on 
the lower level with easy access from the park-
ing lot. The shop is open for shopping and do-
nations Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow the shop 
through Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift 
Shop, Marlborough for updates. The eBay shop 
is open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

Community Sings, led by Seat of Our Pants 
member Carolyn Brodginski, is Saturday, June 
6, at 7 p.m., upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. All 
who enjoy singing, including musicians, are 
welcome. Music is provided.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Free Art Classes: 6/10, 6/17, 6/24 
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. No experience or supplies 
needed. Students will create three landscapes 
and one seascape using painting, collage and 
assemblage techniques.

MES Band Practice: Wednesday, June 10, 
10 a.m. Students from the fifth grade band will 
perform a practice show. Coffee will be served.

AHM Grandparent Class: Are you a new 
grandparent or feel out of touch with this gen-
eration? Come join the conversation on Friday 
June 12th at 11 a.m.

Lunch and Tour of the Residence at 
Glastonbury: June 16; call the senior center for 
more information. Transportation available.

Friendship Tours: Lighthouse Cruise: Aug. 
12, $156pp, 18+, open to all towns. Prior to 
cruise, enjoy brunch at Quonset ‘O’ Club. 10:15 
a.m. departure, 7 p.m. return. RSVP by July 10.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 

days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy. 

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program: 
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For 
use at participating farmers markets to pur-
chase fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, 
and fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough 
Farmers Market starting June 3 and running 
every Wednesday after. For Marlborough resi-
dents only. Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/
month, Household 2 - $3,337

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For ap-
plication assistance, call the senior center. Rent-
er’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Volunteer Opportunity to Run Food Bank
The Marlborough Food Bank is seeking 

a dedicated volunteer or volunteers to help 
support and run the Food Bank, which is a 
local nonprofit organization.

This position entails not only organizing 
food donations, stocking shelves, and dis-
tributing food to clients, but also ordering 
from Connecticut Food Share, enlisting stu-
dent volunteers to assist the stable cadre of 
volunteers, and soliciting new volunteers as 

needed.
The Food Bank is open each Tuesday of 

the week and set up for clients takes place 
on Monday mornings. Some lifting of light 
to moderately heavy boxes may be necessary 
during the Monday set up.

For more information, contact David Pratt 
or Dawn Tavoleri via email at marlborough-
foodbank@comcast.net.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day Camp: 
For grades K-7. June 22-Aug. 14, at Blish Park. 
Campers will enjoy camp games, arts & crafts, 
swimming, sports, field trips and special events. 
All campers are supervised by counselors and 
lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee per 
week is $185/resident, $195/non-resident.

Swim Lessons: Begin the week of June 29. All 
lesson levels are offered. All lessons are held at 
Blish Park. Fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resi-
dent.

Lego – Radical Rides: June 23-27 at Marl-
borough Elementary School. Ages 5-7 are 8:30-
11:30 a.m., and ages 7-12 are noon-3 p.m. Fee is 
$155/resident, $160/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, June 27, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Designed to 
prepare students in grades 6-8 to be safe when 
they’re home alone, watching younger siblings 
or babysitting. Fee is $140/resident, $145/non-
resident.

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 22-26, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., at MES. For boys and girls ages 
7-12. Fee is $185/resident, $190/non-resident.

Skyhawks Camp (Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball): June 29-July 2 at MES. Mini-Hawk, for 
ages 4-6, is 9 a.m.-noon, and Multi-Sport, for 
ages 7-10, is 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fee is $130/residents, 
$135/non-residents.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up, 
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The 
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set up 

lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for $175/
residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays, noon-12:45 
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/
resident, $45/non-resident. 

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs 
until June 2. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tues/Thurs, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. Open to all 
levels of play. Registration is free.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium, games and 
prizes on the bus. Fee is $185 (400-level seat-
ing), or $255 (lower-level seating). Bus picks up/
drops off at Putnam park and ride in Glaston-
bury.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible 
School will be Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-noon dai-
ly. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details may 
be found on the church website. Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. Registration for the new academic 
year will be during the summer. Stay tuned on 
the church website with further information.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 

meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. The annual church picnic is on 
Sunday, June 14, from noon-3 p.m. 

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is starting up and 
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields 
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. All May, the church is holding 
a a baby shower to support Caring Families in 
Willimantic and a fundraiser supporting Birth-
Right in East Hartford. On Saturday, June 6, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., the church will host a drive 
for Journey Home, where gently-used house-
hold goods, new bed pillows and gently used 
furniture are accepted for those who are transi-
tioning to sustainable housing; see details on the 
church website. Food drives are held weekly for 
the Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Country Line 
Dancing Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing Fun-
draiser Friday, June 12, from 6-9 p.m., at the 
Marlborough American Legion, 128 East 
Hampton Rd.

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will 
DJ and lead country line dancing. Cost is $15, 
which includes a buffet and dancing.  Open to 
the public.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters 
Available

Lawn Expansions 
& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

LIKE US ON

SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

Marlborough Lion John Glynn (center) recently received the Melvin Jones Fellow 
Award. He’s flanked by Lion Tom Reiser (left) and Past District Governor Ed Fenton 
(right).

Lion Receives Melvin Jones Award
The Marlborough Lions Club recently rec-

ognized Marlborough Lion John Glynn for his 
many years of dedicated service to the Lions 
and to his community. At the club’s April 28 
meeting, the Melvin Jones Fellow Award was 
presented to Glynn by Lions Club member Tom 
Reiser and Past District Governor Ed Fenton.

Glynn has served the Marlborough Lions 
since joining in 2009. Over the years, he has 
supported many Lions Club events and has also 
performed vison screening services at Marlbor-

ough’s elementary school and at other locations 
around Greater Hartford.

The Marlborough Lions are always looking 
for new members. The Lions provide services 
worldwide to those with vision impairments 
and also support local charities right here in 
Marlborough such as the Marlborough Food 
Bank. Anyone interested in learning more about 
the Lions can call Lions President John Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or Lions Secretary Ken 
Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Dog Licenses Available at Town Hall
Dog licenses are now available in the Town 

Clerk’s office. Please check and make sure 
your dog’s rabies certificate is up to date as 
licenses cannot be issued without a current 
rabies certificate.

If you register your dogs between June 1 
and June 15 and bring an item to donate to the 
Marlborough Food Bank, your pup(s) will be 
entered into a raffle for the number one dog 
tag. The town will draw the winner on June 
16. There is one entry per dog.

The fee for spayed or neutered dogs is $8 
and $19 for unaltered. You must license your 
dog before July 1 or a $1 late fee will be add-
ed each month. If you choose to get your li-
cense through the mail, please include $1.23 
for postage, and make your check out to the 
Town of Marlborough.

The Town Clerk’s hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday; 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday; and 8 a.m. to noon 
on Friday.

Art Display at Town Hall 
Marlborough Arts Center announces 

Linda Gotta’s solo art exhibit at the Marlbor-
ough Town Hall. The exhibit runs from now 
through the end of July.

For the past two and a half decades, Gotta 
has dedicated her life to the art of pastel paint-
ing, although she has also explored working 
in watercolor and acrylic.

Gotta’s compositions often feature land-
scapes of farms, beaches, and woodlands, as 

well as intimate views of flowers, animals, and 
birds. Light and shadow play a pivotal role in 
her compositions.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists 
in the Town Hall’s hallway. For inquiries re-
garding Gotta’s paintings, contact Lazzari in 
the Town Hall’s tax collector’s office or call 
Marlborough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or 
email info@marlborougharts.org.

Resident Graduates
a Year Early

Mackenzie L. Donnelly of Marlborough grad-
uated a whole year early from Bryant University 
in Smithfield, R.I., on May 16. She earned her 
BSBA in business accounting, with a minor in 
communications.

Donnelly graduated summa cum laude with a 
3.98 GPA, placing her in the top 5% of her class. 
She was also inducted into Beta Gamma Sigma, 
an international honor society, representing the 
highest level of national recognition for an un-
dergraduate business management program.

New Class Offered at
Marlborough Arts Center

The Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 
North Main Street, announced that Lori Neu-
man will be returning the afternoon of Sunday, 
June 28 to teach an acrylic painting class for all 
levels of students. This class will focus on com-
bining brushwork, palette knife, and glazing to 
create transparent layers. The emphasis will be 
on painting sky and water.

Class cost is $75 with all materials provided 
except for glazing material. Please go to Marl-
boroughArts.org and click on classes for more 
information on the class and how to register. To 
reach the center by phone, call 860-467-6353.

Next Budget Referendum 
at Town Hall

In Marlborough, the third budget referen-
dum will be held Tuesday, June 16. Voters will 
be voting on a revised 2026-27 budget for the 
RHAM middle and high schools. 

The voting location is Town Hall in the large 
Conference Room. The polls will be open from 
6 a.m.-8 p.m. To check your voter status, visit 
the secretary of state’s office at voterregistration.
ct.gov or contact the registrar’s office at 860-
295-6206. 

RTC to Host Bingo
The Marlborough Republican Town Com-

mittee will host a night of bingo on Friday, June 
19, at the American Legion, 128 East Hampton 
Rd. Doors open at 6 p.m., and bingo starts at 
6:30 p.m.

There will be cash and gift prizes, Tea Cup 
raffles, and door prizes. Food, snacks and re-
freshments will be provided.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. 
For more information or to reserve a spot, call 
or text Zina at 860-798-6038.

Marlborough
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlbor-
ough Farmer’s Market every Wednesday 
until Oct. 14, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. At-
tendees can expect live music and arti-
sanal goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh 
fruits and vegetables, baked goods, a vari-
ety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marl-
borough Town Green, and the first 100 
shoppers will receive a free Marlborough 
Farmers tote bag. Produce farms selling at 
the market will also be accepting WIC and 
senior vouchers.

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous	felines,
	 	 and	some	pretty	special	humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available —
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield facilities
	 	 Dogs:	walking;	clean	&	feed;	socialization
	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

Volunteer.	The	Benefits
Are	Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 or	visit www.poainc.org

MAKE SURE 
CUTIE PIE IS IN 
THE RIGHT SEAT.
NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Plaque Dedication
Ceremony

The Board of Directors of the Middle Haddam 
Public Library invites all to a Dedication Cer-
emony of Memorial Plaques on Sunday, June 7, 
from 2-4 p.m., at the library, 2 Knowles Rd.

The plaques are in honor of Leonard Nelson 
Blake and Dr. Gerald Alan Peterson & Dr. Cyn-
thia Wyeth Peterson. Light refreshments and 
beverages will be provided, and a string quartet 
will perform.

All are invited to come celebrate the library’s 
new porch addition and celestial garden armil-
lary.

VFW Auxiliary Offers 
Spaces at Tag Sale

VFW Auxiliary Post 5095 is offering indoor 
vendor spaces during the Chatham Histori-
cal Society Town-Wide Tag Sale on Saturday, 
June 20. The spaces will be at the VFW Hall, 20 
North Maple St. 

Vendor setup begins at 7 a.m., with tag sale 
hours from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Vendor details: Space Size: 8’ x 8’ , Includes: 1 
table,  Cost: $25 per space

The hall will be listed on the official CHS 
Town-Wide Tag Sale map. 

Spots are limited and may not be available 
the day of the event. Pre-registration is recom-
mended, by calling the post at 860-267-8837.

Town Planner Set to Depart in July
By Anne Lilburn

Town Planner Juliet Hodge is leaving East 
Hampton, roughly two years after joining the 
town. Hodge will be leaving to take a position 
with the Northeastern Connecticut Council of 
Governments, the regional planning organiza-
tion serving the northeast corner of the state.

East Hampton Town Manager David Cox 
said that Hodge’s last day would likely be in 
early July, and that the town would be working 
on a plan to cover her role in both the short and 
long terms.

“I appreciate Juliet’s work here in East Hamp-
ton and am thankful for the short time she 
brought her extensive experience to us,” said 
Cox. “The town will be seeking a firm or private 
practitioner to fill the role on an interim basis 
as we search for a candidate to fill the role per-
manently.  Filling this type of role with a quality 
and qualified candidate is challenging, but we 
are hopeful that it can be done in the next sev-
eral months.”

Several council members lamented the loss of 
a qualified employee.	

“I’m very sad about it, quite frankly,” said 
Town Council member Rich Knotek, a Dem-
ocrat. “She was quite an asset, I think, to this 

town, in a position that’s so very tough.” 
Knotek said her job as town planner was a 

hard one, and that part of it involved “call[ing] 
balls and strikes the way she sees them accord-
ing to our regulations.” That umpire role could 
be particularly challenging, he said, when peo-
ple didn’t get what they wanted, because it was 
impossible to make all parties equally happy.

 “I think she came in in a very challeng-
ing situation,” said Town Council Chair Dean 
Markham, also a Democrat. “East Hampton was 
going and is going through a lot of soul-search-
ing: [residents are considering] what they think 
they want and what they can get, particularly in 
the way of land use and planning.”  

He said that Hodge “came in with high ex-
pectations of how she thought the rules and 
regulations should be framed and implemented 
and applied, and this is an old Yankee commu-
nity – hardheaded and things don’t change that 
quickly – and I think that’s what she may have 
run up against.” 

She had a “very tough skin, no two ways 
about it,” said Knotek. “She’s a professional, she’s 
experienced.” He noted that the time period 
surrounding the community outcry about the 

proposed biosolids facility had been challeng-
ing for many of those working in town govern-
ment.

“it’s tough for anybody to take, no matter how 
thick your skin is. And it’s a shame [that] we had 
to really fall into that trap as a town,” he said.

Knotek and Markham both said Hodge had 
accomplished significant work in her short time 
in East Hampton, with both pointing to the on-
going POCD (Plan of Conservation and Devel-
opment) revision process as a highlight of her 
tenure. This revision, which towns in Connecti-
cut are required to do every 10 years, involved a 
survey and many community outreach sessions.

“I think it’s the first time in my lifetime, which 
is pretty substantial at this point, that they’ve 
ever had this kind of participation or openness 
in the process,” said Markham. 

The last few POCD revisions, he said, “just 
sort of rubber-stamped the previous report and 
didn’t do any real thinking about the long-term 
future for the town, and this is, in my view, the 

first time that’s occurred.”
“This whole POCD process, one which we’ve 

never really had before like this, I think it was 
good,” said Knotek. “I think it really promot-
ed citizen involvement, and that’s what it’s all 
about.”

“There’s going to be gives and takes and pulls 
and pushes, you know, and tugs of war between 
people with different views,” Knotek said. “It’s 
not always easy, but it’s healthy, and I think she 
navigated this whole POCD very, very well.”

In her last month in her position, Hodge 
will continue to support the town as it moves 
to revise the POCD. On Wednesday, June 10, 
the town will host a public community vision-
ing session at 6 p.m. in the Memorial School 
gymnasium. The session, designed to gather 
community input on its priorities for the future, 
will involve hands-on and interactive activities. 
Topics discussed will include open space and 
conservation, economic development, housing 
and the village center. 

Cocaine, crystal meth and more were seized in a January drug bust conducted by 
the East Hampton Police Department and East Central Narcotics.

Cocaine, Crystal Meth Seized in Drug Bust
Cocaine, crystal meth and Adderall were 

among the drugs seized when the East Hamp-
ton Police Department, in collaboration with 
East Central Narcotics (ECN), conducted an 
operation targeting a known drug dealer within 
the community. 

Police said recently that Katrina Ceceri, 22, of 
Old Lyme, was arrested Jan. 23 and charged with 
sale of more than half an ounce of cocaine/free 
base; use of drug paraphernalia; failure to keep 
narcotics in original container; sale of a narcotic 
substance; sale of a controlled substance – not 
narcotic/hallucinogenic; and possession of a 
controlled substance. 

During the drug bust, the following items 
were seized, police said: 87.56 grams (3.08 
ounces) of cocaine; 50 blue pills confirmed as 
extended-release Adderall; five orange pills 
identified as MDMA; 12.45 grams (0.44 ounces) 
of methamphetamine; 6.09 grams (0.21 ounces) 
of crystalline methamphetamine; three orange 
pills of 30 mg Adderall; six black cartridges con-
firmed as N, N-Dimethyltryptamine (DMT); 
and other various items of narcotics and para-
phernalia, police said.

According to the state judicial website, Ceceri 
is next due in court June 18.

Win a 2026 Chevy Colorado Pick-Up Truck
The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary 

Club is selling raffle tickets for its largest fun-
draiser of the year. The drawing will be held at 
East Hampton Old Home Days on Saturday, 
July 11, at 8 p.m., at Bevin Park on the Cen-
ter School grounds. The grand prize is a 2026 
Chevy Colorado LT crew cab truck.

The second prize is a cabin stay on Laurel 
Island, Lake Pocotopaug, third prize is an Es-
tate Planning gift certificate at Kenneth Bar-
ber and Associates, and fourth prize is a $250 
gift certificate to Lakehouse Bar & Grill. 

Only 800 tickets will be sold, at a price of 
$100 each ticket.

Winners need not be present and are re-
sponsible for all federal and state taxes. 

Most of the tickets are already spoken for 
but occasionally a longtime buyer decides it’s 
time to pass the raffle ticket number off to 
someone else. If you would like to be added to 
the waiting list, call Rotarian Pam Greenwald 
at 860-965-4646 or email pjoslyngreenwald@
gmail.com.

America 250 Community Treasure Hunt
In celebration of America 250, Bevin Bros. 

Mfg., makers of Bevin Bells in East Hampton, is 
bringing patriotic fun to the community with a 
special treasure hunt: “13 Bells for 13 Colonies.”

Beginning  June 1, Bevin Bros. will hide  13 
numbered bells  around East Hampton, with 
each bell representing one of the original 13 
colonies. Community members are invited to 
search for the bells while out and about around 
town.

Those who find a bell are encouraged to 
take a photo with it and either email the photo 
to sales@bevinbells.com or bring the bell to the 

Bevin Bros. factory office at 17 Watrous Street in 
East Hampton. Photos may be shared by Bevin 
Bros. to celebrate the finders and the commu-
nity spirit of the event.

As a special thank-you, anyone who brings a 
found bell to the factory office will receive a sec-
ond  America 250 commemorative bell  to cel-
ebrate the nation’s birthday. The treasure hunt 
will continue until all 13 bells have been found, 
so residents and visitors are encouraged to keep 
their eyes peeled. You never know where a bell 
might appear!

Bevin Bells to Host Open House Factory Tour
Bevin Bros., America’s only dedicated bell 

manufacturer, will welcome the community for 
an open house factory tour on  Saturday, June 
20, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at its East Hampton 
facility, located at 17 Watrous Street.

The event will give visitors a behind-the-
scenes look at the craftsmanship, equipment, 
and people behind Bevin’s historic American-
made bells. Founded in 1832 and now in its 
sixth generation of family ownership, Bevin 
Bros. continues to manufacture bells in East 

Hampton, a town long known as “Belltown.”
Guests will have the opportunity to tour the 

factory floor, learn about the bell-making pro-
cess, meet members of the Bevin team, and 
see how traditional manufacturing techniques 
continue to support modern products, custom 
work, and American-made craftsmanship.

The open house will include guided tours, 
product demonstrations, and a Q&A with staff. 
Admission is free, and attendees do not need to 
register in advance.

Old Home Days 5K
The 2026 Old Home Days Rails-to-Trails 5K 

Run will be at 7 p.m. Friday, July 10. This is a 
point-to-point 5K race that will start at Con-
necticut Draft Horse Rescue. 

Shuttle buses will be provided starting at 6 
p.m., departing from Center School. There will 
be no parking at the start. New for 2026, the last 
shuttle bus departs Center School at 6:35 p.m. 
The race starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

The first mile of the race leads you down 
Chestnut Hill Road to Route 16, crossing over 
Route 16 to Alden’s Crossing and taking a right 
onto the Air Line Trail. You will continue ap-
proximately two miles down the shade covered 
Air Line Trail, crossing Forest Street, exiting at 
the Company One Firehouse on Barton Hill, 
left onto Main Street and right into the Center 

school driveway to the finish line at the Old 
Home Days fairground. 

Entry fee is $25. If you pre-register before 
June 22, all participants that preregister will get 
a free 2026 race T-shirt. Last-minute registra-
tion and bib pickup will be at Center School 
gym Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Friday, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. There will be no bib pick-up at the 
starting line.

Register at www.EHOHD.org. For more in-
formation, contact Elisha Milton at 860-655-
2743 or OHDrailstotrails@gmail.com.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

 “Change is good.”
—The Lion King

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
It would be very helpful if glass bottles and alu-
minum cans could be separated prior to drop 
off.

Bible Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at 
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating. Bible Study takes place via Zoom at 6 
p.m. Wednesdays. 

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are t-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Ambulance Association Takes Pride in Its Rapid Response
By Anne Lilburn

National EMS (Emergency Medical Services) 
Week took place a couple of weeks ago, from 
May 17-23, and the East Hampton Ambulance 
Association is taking the opportunity to cel-
ebrate some of its recent accomplishments.

Recently, EHAA Chief Chris Wherry and 
EHAA Board President Debra Mayer sat down 
with the Rivereast to talk about the association’s 
successes and challenges as they head into sum-
mer 2026.

Wherry said that the ambulance association 
is coming up on its fifth year operating under 
its current, paid staff model, which began in 
mid-2021. Prior to that, it was a volunteer or-
ganization. Wherry said that, in 2021, as the na-
tion was still in and beginning to emerge from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, ambulance services 
throughout the country were facing challenges 
and East Hampton’s was no exception. In addi-
tion to the general strain placed on EMS provid-
ers by the pandemic, there were also “added re-
sponsibilities and requirements on volunteers,” 
he said, including trainings and certifications.

The shift towards a paid staff model alleviated 
some of that staffing strain, said Wherry, adding 
that, five years in, the community is really see-
ing the benefits of operating in this way.

“If you look at the positive and what we are 
getting out of this from a response standpoint,” 
he said, the results are substantial. In 2021, he 
said, the ambulance association received ap-
proximately 950-960 calls for service. Wherry 
said that his estimate was that East Hampton 
Ambulance responded to about 70% of those 
calls, with the remainder serviced by so-called 
“mutual aid” partners from surrounding com-
munities. These days, Wherry said they respond 
to 100% of so-called “first calls,” meaning calls 

that come in when they are not already re-
sponding to another event. 

That increase is huge, he said. While Wher-
ry rushed to reassure the public that residents 
will always get an ambulance if they need one, 
he also wanted to make clear that a local re-
sponse made for a faster response. Residents are 
more likely to get an ambulance quickly if it’s 
dispatched locally, he said, as ambulances dis-
patched from neighboring communities may 
take longer to arrive.

Moreover, because the association can now 
afford to have staff always on call at their facility, 
even overnight, they are more efficient. 

“We went from a volunteer, scramble crew 
type of a setup, to having people on call, in this 
building, 24/7, working a shift, ready to go,” he 
said.

A backup crew, made up of individuals in the 
community, some of them volunteers, also is on 
call to respond when the first crew is already out 
with one of the association’s three ambulances.

Wherry said the ambulance association’s av-
erage response times in 2021 were running in 
the 15- to 25-minute range; now, response times 
are averaging eight minutes. It’s a big difference.

“That’s a national standard,” said Mayer, not-
ing that it was impressive for a rural community 
to be able to meet the same standards that are 
required by many larger municipalities.

Wherry said that quick response time makes 
a difference. He noted one case where the am-
bulance responded to a call needing urgent 
transportation to the hospital during one of the 
many snowstorms this past winter. If they had 
taken longer, he said, “I don’t think the outcome 
would have been as positive.”

Wherry credited former chief Donald Scran-

ton for making that transition away from the 
volunteer model.

“All that credit for making that transition in 
2021 and 2022,” said Wherry, “that credit is giv-
en to the previous chief of this department who 
was able to navigate that.”

Wherry and Mayer both acknowledged that 
there were challenges in operating under a paid 
staffing model, many of them financial, with 60-
70% of their budget attributed to staffing costs, 
according to Wherry. They both credited the 
town of East Hampton for being pro-active in 
supporting the association, including forming 
an Ambulance Task Force. The town also con-
tributes to the association’s operational budget, 
with $126,000 allocated in the proposed 2026-
27 town budget (which recently did not pass the 
recent referendum vote). 

Town Manager Dave Cox said the ambu-
lance service was a value to the community that 
people depended on, and that funding essential 
services these days “is a real challenge” not just 
for East Hampton, but for many communities.

Cox said volunteerism is starting to “wane” 
and that “people aren’t able to dedicate the time 
that it takes to be a volunteer in these emergen-
cy services because of all the training that’s now 
required.”

Cox added that as volunteer participation “di-
minishes over time, we have to figure out how to 
make that up, because it’s a service that we need 
to provide or at least provide for in some way.”

Wherry said the ambulance association man-
ages to do a lot very efficiently, and noted that, 
while they do bill for their services, they are 
limited by state law on what they are allowed 
to charge. Insurance and Medicaid reimburse-
ments, he said, do not cover costs.

Put simply, said Wherry, “our operating costs 
are well above what our revenue is from the in-
surance reimbursement.”

The ambulance association responds to ev-
eryone, regardless of insurance status, both said, 
something that’s important to maintain quality 
of care. 

“Our providers on the ambulance could care 

less,” he said. “They go. They want to save a 
life. They want to make you healthy and treat 
everybody the same. It has nothing to do with 
money.”

Wherry and Mayer said that, currently, the 
ambulance association is able to self-fund to 
make up any shortfalls by drawing upon a re-
serve fund that exists from its time as a volunteer 
organization when they were able to save dona-
tions due to lower operating costs. Both said 
that the town’s budget allocation, even though it 
does not cover their entire budget, allows them 
to draw from any reserves more slowly than 
they would otherwise. With that said, they are 
also dependent on outside donations.

Wherry said he was particularly grateful to 
the East Hampton Lions and the Rotary Club, 
as well as local businesses like D’eliana, which 
he said featured a special menu for EMS Week 
a few weeks back. That special sandwich menu, 
which he said included creative sandwich 
names, like “The Lifesaver” and the “EMT.” The 
deli then donated a portion of the proceeds 
from that menu to the ambulance association, 
which Wherry said totaled in the $1,000 range 
this year.

The donations also help the association fund 
staff trainings, including those using their do-
nated medical mannequin, and those focused 
on low-frequency, high-risk scenarios that 
EMTs may not see often, but need to be pre-
pared for, including rarer  medical events and 
pediatric patients.

The association will also be fundraising at this 
year’s Old Home Days in July, and Wherry said 
he’s made it easier for people to donate if they 
want to.

“I’ve created a new platform that people are 
going to be able to go online, scan a QR code, 
and if they choose, they can choose to donate on 
a monthly basis. They can choose to donate $20 
a month and get on a program,” he said. “And in 
return, we’re going to communicate with them. 
We’re going to let them know where their mon-
ey is going. We’re going to let them know what 
great things that we’re doing.”

Town-Wide Tag Sale June 20
East Hampton’s annual town-wide tag sale 

sponsored by the Chatham Historical Society 
will be held Saturday, June 20. Applications 
are now available at the library and the town 
clerk’s office at Town Hall. 

Applications must be received by June 12 
to be included on the 200 free maps given 
out that day showing the addresses of all par-

ticipants.  Official signs and balloons will be 
delivered to all participants indicating their 
support of the Chatham Historical Society 
Museum and one-room schoolhouse.

The rain date is June 27, at the vendor’s dis-
cretion.

For further information, call Debbie Day at 
860-705-0959 (cell) or 860-267-4732 (home).

NEED TIRES?
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*See store for details.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Purchase a set of 4 
qualifying 
Continental Tires 
between 
June 1-30, 2026 
and get a $110 
Continental Tire 
Prepaid Mastercard*

Get A
$110 REBATE

Yes. really.
THE SMART CHOICE IN TIRES
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Artwork Sought for Display
The East Hampton Arts & Culture Commis-

sion is seeking to purchase an original piece 
of artwork by a local East Hampton artist for 
permanent display at the East Hampton Senior 
Center.

The commission is looking for a vibrant, wel-
coming wall piece approximately 18” x 24” in 
size that will bring warmth, color, and visual 
interest to the senior center space. Artists are 
encouraged to submit colorful and uplifting 
works such as still lifes, abstract pieces, collage, 
mixed media, or other framed wall art suitable 
for public display.

As part of its mission to promote local art and 

support East Hampton’s artistic community, the 
Arts & Culture Commission is proud to pro-
vide opportunities for local artists to share their 
work in public spaces throughout town.

The selected piece should arrive profession-
ally matted and framed and ready for hanging. 
The Arts & Culture Commission will pay up to 
$300 for the artwork.

Local artists interested in being considered 
may submit images of available work, along 
with dimensions, medium, and pricing infor-
mation, to the town manager’s office via email 
at csirois@easthamptonct.gov. All submissions 
must be received by Friday, June 5.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for June: Nancy Riella of 
Colchester. Her coastal and nautically themed 
watercolors can be viewed during regular li-
brary hours. There will be an artist reception 
with Nancy on Friday, June 12, from 4-6 p.m. 

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, June 17, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels 
welcome; lessons available. For more informa-
tion contact pjhoffman1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Dedication Ceremony: The Board of Di-
rectors for the Middle Haddam Public Library 
will hold a Dedication Ceremony of Memorial 
Plaques in honor of Leonard Nelson Blake, Dr. 
Cynthia Wyeth Peterson, and Dr. Gerald Alan 
Peterson on Sunday, June 7 from 2-4 p.m. Join 
the library for music and light refreshments.

Goff House Donations Welcome
Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House 

Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted. 
All concerts are held in the East Hampton 

Village Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m., starting June 18 and running through 
Aug. 6 (except for Old Home Days week). 
Concerts will feature a different local talent 
each week. 

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help 
pay for the bands and promotional materials. 

Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc. 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level: 

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor, 
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pi-
onzio at 860-993-5311. 

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registra-
tion is required for all programs unless noted; 
register at myactivecenter.com or by contacting 
the center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@
easthamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center for more information 
and a list of regular weekly and monthly activi-
ties, including games, quilting, Bible study, tap 
dance, monthly men’s and women’s groups, and 
more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays, 2-6 p.m., with Ria Irons, a certified 
community health worker, who will provide 
services on help with medication, communicat-
ing with health care providers, understanding 
care instructions and connecting with local re-
sources. Health insurance will be billed for this 
service when possible. Call for an appointment.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, June 
8, 9 a.m. Join us for a weekly morning walk on 
the Air Line Trail, 69 Smith St.

Digital Mike: Tuesday, June 9, starting at 10 
a.m. Get answers to your cell phone, table or lap 
top technical questions with help from Center 
volunteer Mike Crutchfield. Call the center for 
an appointment.

Nature is Everywhere – Caterpillars!: Tues-
day, June 9, 10:30 a.m. Join naturalist Lynn 
Kochiss for a talk on the world of caterpillars. 
A ramble on the East Hampton Senior Center 
grounds to see caterpillars in their environ-
ments will be offered on Wednesday, June 10 at 
10 a.m. Please register.

Yoga with Kate: Wednesdays, June 10-Aug. 
12, 1:15 p.m. Cost is $20 for the series. Please 
register and pay in person.

Short Story Discussion Group: Wednesday, 
June 10, 2:30 p.m. Join staff member Melissa 
Pionzio for this monthly discussion group, fea-

turing a different short story each session. June 
10th features the Norwegian short story East of 
the Sun and West of the Moon.

Honoring the Journey: Thursday, June 11, 11 
a.m. A continued discussion group to help indi-
viduals navigate their feelings around loss and 
prioritize safety, validation, and the transition 
from pain to integrated memory.

Bike Rides for Seniors – Friday, June 12 at 10 
a.m. Ride at the Farmington Trail, 480 Cornwall 
Avenue, Cheshire. Ride to New Haven and stop 
for lunch. Bring your bike, helmet and water 
bottle. 860-267-4426 for ride information and 
to register.

Linefit: Every other Monday until Aug. 18, at 
2:30 p.m. Drop-ins welcome for $5. Class taught 
by Marianna Sigleski.

Yarn Yogis: Starting this month, the Knit-
ting Club from East Hampton Congregational 
Church will meet at the senior center for the 
summer, on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 

Trips: New Britain Museum of American 
Art: Wednesday, June 10. Transportation in-
cluded. Depar from the Senior Center at 10 a.m. 
for an 11 a.m. guided tour of the American Can-
vas exhibit followed by lunch, that you bring, at 
the nearby Walnut Park. Drink and dessert pro-
vided by Senior Center. Cost is $22.

East Hampton Lunch Bunch: Enjoy lunch 
together on Friday, June 19, at Two Brothers 
Café in East Hampton. Choose your meal from 
a specially-priced menu for senior citizens or 
the café’s regular offerings. Depart from the se-
nior center at 11:30 a.m. using Xtramile. Pay-
ment due from each diner to the restaurant.

Lavender Farm in Killingworth: Thursday, 
June 25. Depart from the Senior Center at 11 
a.m. and enjoy a day at this lovely farm, stroll 
the grounds filled with many lavender variet-
ies, browse the gift shop and enjoy your lunch 
– drink and dessert provided. Cost is a $4 dona-
tion for the bus ride.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready to 
help. Each week staff will consult with you on a 
shopping list and a volunteer will do the shop-
ping and deliver it to your home. Call the center 
to sign up.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

All Ages: Summer Reading Kick Off!: Fri-
day, June 26, 5-7 p.m., at Memorial School. 
There will be an inflatable obstacle course, a 
dunk tank, free ice cream from the Ice Cream 
Dream truck, a farm petting zoo with Xen’s 
Critters, and face-painting by Epoch Arts. This 
is a chance to learn more about the Summer 
Reading Program. 

Adult Programs: Library Yoga (Sears Park) 
with Amie Meacham:  Tuesday, June 9, 6:30 
p.m.  Library Yoga heads to Sears Park for the 
summer! Bring a mat if you have one and meet 
at the pavilion for an hour of gentle yoga for all 
levels.

Craft + Crumbs: Adults & Grades 8-12: 
Tuesday, June 16, 6:30 p.m. Come to this snack 
program that happens to involve crafts. Learn 
embroidery stitches as you create embroidered 
flower tea bag bookmarks. No experience needed.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, June 19, 11 
a.m. Meet to talk about what you’re currently 
reading while enjoying coffee, tea, and a break-
fast treat. Register or drop in

Teen Programs: Middle Grade D&D: Cre-
ate a Character! For Grades 5-7: Monday, June 
8, 6-7:30 p.m. Learn to create a character for 
Dungeons & Dragons. Beginners and returning 
players welcome. All supplies provided; incom-
ing fifth-graders welcome.

Ultimutt  Study Break with Jovie the 
Therapy Dog:  Tuesday, June 9, 5:30 p.m.-6 
p.m. EHHS  students can stay  pawsitive  dur-
ing final exams with the  ultimutt  study break. 
Visit with Jovie, the library’s favorite therapy 
dog.  She’ll  give you a little love and help with 
that calculus study guide, probably. 

Exam Prep & Plan: Through June 17, stop by 
for snacks, study supplies, and surprise perks 
for exam prep. Powered by the Teen Advisory 
Board. 

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday, 
June 16, 6 p.m. Help plan programs, improve 
the Teen Space, and take a leadership role in 

how the library serves teens. 
Children’s Programs: DIY Days: K-8: Satur-

day, June 6, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Children and fami-
lies in grades K-8 are invited to create a differ-
ent toy, game, or treat together. No registration 
required; just drop in.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Grades 
K-3:  Thursday, June 9, 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Readers will be assigned a 15-minute time slot 
between 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. to read to Jovie, a 
certified therapy dog. 

Drop-In Sensory Play: Wednesday, June 10, 
10:30 a.m.-noon. Drop in for a sensory play 
time where children can explore water play, 
themed sensory bins, and a variety of textures, 
materials, colors, and tools at engaging stations. 
Caregivers and children are invited to move at 
their own pace.

Mommy and Me Yoga: Monday, June 15, 
10:30-11:15 a.m. Caregivers will be guided 
through gentle yoga poses and movement, 
while little ones are welcome to join in along-
side them or play freely in the space as they feel 
comfortable. For caregivers with children ages 
18 months to 5 years. Please bring your own 
mat or blanket; registration required. 

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Newport Flower Show “Pearl of Newport”: 
Friday, June 19, departing the Stop & Shop 
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Rosecliff Mansion is the 
backdrop for the Newport Flower Show where 
participants can stroll the first floor of the man-
sion and the grounds filled with floral arrange-

ments, shop the marketplace and have free time 
in downtown Newport.  Cost is $136. 

 Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student 
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25, de-
parting Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch 
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming 
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield 
and a show with Freddie Marion performing 
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at 
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149. 

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-

nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.
A small group of volunteers will sort, clean 

and price the donations. Items not accepted: 
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise 
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style 
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that 
can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers 

and fish tank pumps.
Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on June 13 

and 27, July 11 and 25, Aug. 1 and 8. Drop-off 
is located at the lower end of the building in 
the garage area by Helping Hands, 27 Skinner 
St. Please do not drop off your donations at the 
main entrance to the building or on any other 
drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m., 
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Group will meet 
on Wednesday, June 10 from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
to share scripture around what the Bible says 
about being a man. There will be coffee, pastries 
and conversation.

Baby Bottle Drive: The Baby Bottle Drive to 
benefit the ABC Women’s Center will end on 
Father’s Day, June 21. Bottles are available at the 
church.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 

children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in 
the chapel. The next study will resume in the 
fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Congregational Church News
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon 
providing the sermon. This week, the congrega-
tion will be honoring young members who are 
graduating with a reception after the service.

This Week’s Church Happenings: Sunday, 
June 7 Second Sunday after Pentecost and Grad-
uation Sunday – 9 a.m., choir and 10 a.m., wor-

ship service, followed by Mission and Ministry 
meeting after services; 7 p.m., AA Meeting.

Monday, June 8: 5:30-6:30 p.m., Cub Scouts; 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Cub Scouts.

Tuesday, June 9: 7-8 p.m., Scouts.
Thursday, June 11: 7-8 p.m., Choir Rehearsal.
For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 

the office at 860-267-5989. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 

East Hampton, Let’s
Celebrate America 250!

This summer, as July 4 nears, the EH Amer-
ica 250 committee is inviting homeowners and 
businesses around East Hampton to help cel-
ebrate America’s 250th anniversary by decorat-
ing your homes in the spirit of America 250.

Bring out the flags, bunting, red, white, and 
blue lights, patriotic porch décor, and historic 
flair. Fill the streets with American pride so that 
everyone who drives through town can see East 
Hampton celebrating in a big way.
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Get ready for the 46th annual

OLD HOME DAYS 
Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday

  JULY 9–11
Three days of family fun, local flavors & community spirit

DONATE ONLINE OR MAIL A CHECK WITH THIS FORM
Old Home Days, PO Box 213, East Hampton, CT 06424

Every dollar goes directly into Old Home Day Activities. We Thank You!

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: JUNE 30TH

DON’T MISS:

• Thrilling Rides

• Live Music

• New Food Options

• Bike Raffle

• Road Race

• Local Vendors

• EPIC PARADE

HELP MAKE  
THE MAGIC  
HAPPEN!
We need you –  
our amazing  
community and local businesses –  
to help bring Old Home Days  
to life! Scan to pledge or use the 
form below. We’ll recognize you 
with a thank you in the Rivereast. 

Businesses can visit our website ehohd.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonOldHomeDays for sponsorship opportunities.

Old Home Days runs entirely on donations  
from the community and local businesses.

RE6-5-26

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.
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SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

RE6-5-26
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

0.5K Extreme Endurance Challenge
The Rotary Club of East Hampton will 

hold its first-ever 0.5K “Extreme Endurance 
Challenge” Sunday, June 7, at 11 a.m., at Sears 
Park, finishing at Lakeside Bar and Grill. 

The event will feature a 0.31-mile trek that 
is almost entirely flat (4” curb elevation). All 
participants who successfully cross the finish 
line will receive a commemorative medal and 
0.5K oval car decal.

Participants are encouraged to wear their 
most creative outfits, with prizes awarded for 
the best dressed.

At the finish line, all participants will re-
ceive a snack and ticket for a beverage pro-
vided by Lakeside Bar and Grill.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $15 for kids and 
$5 for dogs (on a leash), and include a race 
T-shirt, a 0.5K sticker, a hot dog, a doughnut, 
and a beverage ticket for Lakeside. Sign up 
online through the Rotary’s website (www.
easthamptonrotary.org) or in person the day 
of event at Sears Park. (A $5 “day of ” fee will 
be assessed for those who don’t pre-register.)

Proceeds directly benefit the East Hamp-
ton Rotary Club’s local initiatives, including 
community service projects that support East 
Hampton and Marlborough.

Contact Tracey Gardiner at Cladalass24@
hotmail.com or 401-556 8172.
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2644 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Spring Special!Spring Special!
Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

RE6-5-26
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton •

RE7-18-25

Call 24-Hours
860-530-1781

WWW.IRONCHRIS.COM

Parks & Rec. News and Notes
East Hampton Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following items of interest. For 
more information or to register, call 860-267-
7300 or www.easthamptonrec.com.

Golf Tournament: At Blackledge Country 
Club in Hebron Thursday, June 4. There is a 10 
a.m. shotgun start. This is a four-person scram-
ble format. Lunch/dinner and two drink tickets 
are included for every golfer. Not a golfer? Reg-
ister just for dinner ($50), Sponsorship options 
available as well. There will be a fundraiser raf-
fle, on course contests and prizes. The tourna-
ment benefits Sears Park playground, Seamster 
Park playground and the Jefferey Leith Memo-
rial scholarship. Cost is $140.

Beginner Pickleball Clinic: Saturdays, June 

6-20, 10-11:30 a.m., at the East Hampton High 
School tennis courts. Fee: $110/residents, $115/
non-residents. 

Junior Golf Clinic: With instructor Gerry 
D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. D’Amora 
will focus on teaching the fundamentals of the 
game starting with teaching the proper grip, 
alignment and swing. Grades K-2 are Thurs-
days, 4-5 p.m., June 4-25; grades 3-5 are Satur-
days, noon-1 p.m., June 6-27; and grades 6-8 
are Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m., June 10-July 1. Fee is 
$120 per person.

Golf Clinic for Ladies: With instructor Ger-
ry D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. Tues-
days, 5:30-6 p.m., June 10-July 8. Fee is $150 per 
person.

Old Home Days
Parade to Return

The Old Home Days Parade will return 
Saturday, July 11, at 11 a.m.

The theme of this year’s Old Home Days 
is “Bells, Boats and Birth of our Nation.” 
The parade will celebrate the town’s history 
as Belltown, its connection to ship build-
ing, Lake Pocotopaug, and America’s 250th 
birthday. 

It’s not too late to join the parade; visit 
www.ehohd.org to register. For informa-
tion, contact Bo Tinson at 860-414-9712 or 
RLTinson@gmail.com.

HNCC BBQ Chicken
Haddam Neck Covenant Church is hosting 

a BBQ Chicken Dinner Drive-Thru Takeout 
Event on Saturday, June 13, by reservation only. 

This is the same barbecued chicken recipe the 
church has sold at the Haddam Neck Fair for 
over 40 years. The dinner includes a barbecued 
thigh/leg chicken quarter, baked beans, cole-
slaw, dinner roll and water bottle, for $15. Cash 
only, please.

Call in your reservation to the HNCC office 
at 860-267-2336 or email to officehncc@gmail.
com and indicate your pick-up time, between 
noon and 5 p.m. Order deadline is June 9.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located at 
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton. Office 
hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Welcome to your own private country estate set on a beautiful and peaceful setting bordered by Pease Brook in 
Lebanon. This custom-built 5 bedroom, 3 full bath home offers exceptional space, warmth, and craftsmanship 
throughout. Great room featuring a stunning custom stone fireplace, soaring 9’ ceilings, solid wood floors, and 
oversized custom windows. The thoughtfully designed floor plan includes two primary bedroom suites, covered
front porch, sunroom, cedar siding, stone walls, paved driveway, and a large Trex deck overlooking the private 

grounds, & full walk out basement. Welcome home! $749,000 84 Smith Rd. Lebanon

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 6.15% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

It’s a Grand Old Flag… Deepak and Sohum are pictured with East Hampton Cub 
Scouts Pack 57 supporting Flags over East Hampton.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Fee is $775 per child; additional children in 
a family are $725. Scholarships are available for 

families with demonstrated financial need.
In Summer Theater Camp, mornings are de-

voted to skill-building workshops, and after-
noons are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s 
mainstage production – which this year will be 
Disney’s hit musical Frozen. 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

CDHR to Host Car Show
All are invited to the fourth annual Horse-

power Car Show, hosted by the CT Draft Horse 
Rescue on Saturday, June 6 (rain date is June 7) 
at Powder Ridge Mountain Resort, 99 Powder 
Hill Rd., Middlefield.

There will be live music by Beth & the Boys, 
raffles, games, food/drink, and trophy awards.  
There will also be a special appearance by Sam 
and Pete, the CDHR ambassador Clydesdales. 

Cars arrive from 9-11 a.m., gates open at 11 
a.m., and awards will be given at 2 p.m. Car en-
try fee is $20, and no pre-registration required. 
General admission is $5 per person.  

Proceeds from the event go towards the care 
of the equine residents of CDHR, a nonprofit 
organization, located in East Hampton, that 
is dedicated to saving the lives of neglected or 
abused draft horses as well as draft horses head-
ing to slaughter.  For more information visit 
www.ctdraftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/
ctdraftrescue.

The event’s premier sponsor is Tine Dale 
Electrical Contractors. For questions and spon-
sorship inquiries, email cdhrcarshow@gmail.
com.
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Farmers MarketFarmers Market
Hosted by Zina’s CucinaHosted by Zina’s Cucina

Starting June 3 through October 14. Starting June 3 through October 14. 
Wednesdays from 4-7pm Wednesdays from 4-7pm 

Located on the Town GreenLocated on the Town Green
SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton
Help Keep Lake Pocotopaug Healthy

Homeowners who live both on Lake Pocoto-
paug and in the watershed can take advantage 
of the town’s LakeSmart Program to help keep 
the lake clean. 

The LakeSmart program offers advice on 
things homeowners can do to their properties 
– such as limiting use of fertilizers (especially 
bad ones with high phosphorus or nitrogen 
contents). Homeowners can learn about things 
to do to prevent water runoff, such as adding 
plantings on downhill slopes, creating perme-
able pathways, and the proper use of gutters and 

downspouts on houses. 
The Friends of the Lake Association also of-

fers a $100 reimbursement (with receipts) to any 
homeowner in the Lake Pocotopaug watershed 
area who has consulted with the LakeSmart 
Program and uses their specific recommenda-
tions to make improvements to their property. 

For more information or to set up a no-cost 
appointment with members of the Conserva-
tion Lake Commission, call John Purple at 860-
416-2992 or Shawn Mullen at 860-267-7300.

Time to License your Dog
June is dog licensing month. All dogs 6 

months or older require a license each year in 
the town where they reside. A current rabies 
certificate for all dogs, and a neutered/spayed 
certificate for first time licenses are required.

Dog license fees: neutered male/spayed 
female, $8; unneutered male/spayed female, 
$19; kennel licenses, 10 for $50 plus 10 cents 
per tag, or 20 for $100 plus .10 per tag. Late 
licensing penalty is $1 per month after June, 
and fee is 50 cents to replace a lost tag.

Dog licenses may be obtained at the town 
clerk’s office Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Licenses may also be obtained by mail; in-
clude a check for the proper fee, made payable 
to the East Hampton Town Clerk; all certifi-
cates; and a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Send all mail requests to the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, East Hamp-
ton, CT 06424. All certificates required will be 
returned with the new license and tag. 

Renewals – and only renewals – can be 
completed online through the town clerk’s 
dog renewal system. To renew online you 
must have a current rabies certificate on file 
with the town clerk’s office. Access the online 
dog renewal system at www.easthamptonct.
gov/town-clerk/pages/dog-licenses.
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Get started by calling 
Hebron Travel today!

Check those trips off your list!
2026 is the year to 
take that trip you 

have always wanted. MY LIST:
Galapagos

Alaska
........???

Machu Picchu

Pride Month Events on June 12, 13
Hebron’s fourth annual Pride Celebration will 

include two events, which will be held on June 
12 and 13.

On June 12, Elizabeth McCain will give a 
performance called A Lesbian Belle Tells from 
6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m. at St. Peter’s Church, He-
bron. This is a collaboration between St. Peter’s 
Church and Small Town Pride - CT.

McCain will perform a comedic one-woman 
play based on her real-life events. A Lesbian 
Belle Tells relates to the LGBTQ+ community 
and beyond, with universal themes of self-dis-
covery, acceptance, family struggles, forgive-
ness, loss and love. Following her performance, 
there will be a reception in the parish hall. Reg-
ister at https://tinyurl.com/dmde9m6w. Tickets 

are $20 for adults and $5 for youth.
On June 13, the Pride Celebration will be held 

from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. at AHM Youth and Family 
Services, 25 Pendleton Drive. This is sponsored 
by Small Town Pride - CT, a project of the Co-
alition on Diversity & Equity (CoDE).

There will be vendors, arts/crafts, and refresh-
ments from 10 a.m.-noon. Then, from 1 p.m.–3 
p.m., Elizabeth McCain will lead a workshop on 
“Telling your Story.” She will share the “power 
of storytelling through writing and sharing your 
own stories.”

Support for these events was provided by the 
Town of Hebron and the Hebron Greater To-
gether Community Fund of the Greater Hart-
ford Gives Foundation.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Next class is June 18.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-

ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: June 5.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. Training Ses-
sions still meeting at the church on Saturdays 
8–9 a.m.

Kingdom Women: Clothing Sale Fundrais-
er: Saturday, June 6, noon–3 p.m. The Women’s 
Ministry will hold a Pre-Loved Clothing Sale 
Fundraiser to raise funds for the summer retreat 
at Ender’s Island. Drop off your clean, gently 
worn clothes, shoes, and handbags.

June Fellowship Luncheon – Italian-
Themed!: Sunday, June 7, 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
All are welcome to come following the 10 a.m. 
service.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday 
Mass at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times, particularly to note the 
permanent change to the Tuesday evening Mass 
and adoration times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at 
STC on Wednesdays and Sundays at 7:15 a.m., 
or by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Held at 
CHF. New members (voices and musical instru-
ments) are welcome. Choir rehearsals are Tues-
days at 7:30 p.m., and Praise Band rehearsals are 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. For details, contact Nicole 
Bernier, Music Ministry, at music@goodshep-
herdct.org or see her after Mass.

Youth Ministry: The next meeting will be 
held on June 13. More information will be pro-
vided through email and on the parish website.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is June 14. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day. 
The next due date is June 23. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 

the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.

 Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry pods & 
dryer sheets; new combs & hair brushes; toi-
letries & women’s personal hygiene products; 
household cleaning products; men’s crew neck 
T-shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & wom-
en’s briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s & women’s crew 
& quarter socks and new or gently-used clean 
sweatshirts, sweatpants & hoodies; and 8x10 
tarps (green or brown, no blue) for the Out-
reach Program. Place bagged donations in the 
oak collection box next to the CHF Cry Room 
or the designated bin in the STC entryway. Con-
tact Monica (860-228-4211) for more informa-
tion.

July 4th Parade Float: The parish is sponsor-
ing a float in the Columbia 4th of July parade 
honoring the 250th birthday of the country. 
Contact Phyllis Dunn at Phyllis.dunn14@gmal.
com if you can help with designing, decorating 
or manning the float.

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, lo-

cated at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the cen-
ter of Hebron, invites you to their next Shabbat 
service on Friday, June 12 at 7:15 p.m.  All are 
welcome to attend. Dessert will be served fol-
lowing the service.

Prior to the service, they will provide a pot-
luck dinner at 6 p.m.  If you would like to join 
for dinner, email ubofhebron@gmail.com to let 
them know what dish you will bring and how 
many people to expect.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conservative 
and Reform traditions in our services and our 

membership includes interfaith families and 
couples.

If you’re interested in donating to their capi-
tal campaign to help fund a new roof and other 
major renovations, visit their GoFundMe site 
at  www.gofundme.com/f/support-united-
brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member, joining for the high holidays 
in the fall, or would like to learn more about the 
synagogue, visit www.ubofhebron.org or email 
them at  ubofhebron@gmail.com.   More infor-
mation about upcoming events and services can 
be found on the synagogue’s Facebook page.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
events and more information, call the library at 
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Film: June 5, 1 p.m. 
Avatar: Fire and Ash (rated R) will be shown. 
Free popcorn and water will be served.

A Pleasant Pairing: Wednesday, June 10, 
6:30 p.m. An educational talk with Kim Larkin 
highlighting the history and many health bene-
fits of tea and dark chocolate with insights from 
her chocolatier background. You will learn how 
to brew a proper cuppa. Includes samplings of 
tea infusions and chocolate. Registration is re-
quired. 

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Learn 
how to use the library’s new Bambu printers. All 
ages and experience levels welcome, but chil-
dren under 18 must be accompanied by a par-
ent. Register on the library website or call the 

library.
Knit-Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-

ting or crochet project and join this informal 
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong, regardless of your skill level.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. Players of all 
ages and skill levels are invited to drop in and 
play a game or improve their skills.

Yard Games: Planning an outdoor event? The 
library has yard games available for a one-week 
checkout period.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every 
Monday, 4-5 p.m. 

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months 
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5 
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

Church Celebrates Youth Members… Gilead Congregational Church celebrated the 
Confirmation and Commissioning of youth members Ryan Costa, Katie Manthorne 
and Juliet Manthorne, during worship on Sunday, May 24. The service honored each 
youth’s spiritual journey and the reflection, curiosity, and compassion they have shown 
along the way, the church said. 

WAIM Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

– whose service area includes Andover and He-
bron – will hold a “Fifth Floor Treasures” flea 
market Saturday, June 27, from 8 a.m.-noon, at 
866 Main St., Willimantic.

The market will feature framed art, glassware, 
décor, collectibles, household finds, and unique 
surprises. Payment options are cash, charge or 
check.

Support helps WAIM continue its mission as 
a social-service nonprofit strengthening fami-
lies and neighbors across the region.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.

R
E6

-2
6-

20

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE SERVICES
 

DETECTING ORAL CANCER
 Oral cancer screenings are routinely performed as part of  a dental checkup. 
During an exam, the dentist will look for abnormal red or white patches and 
sores. They will do a visual exam but may also use a cancer screening light or 
dye. If abnormal cells are detected, the dentist will do additional tests to learn 
more. Oral cancer screenings are particularly important for those who are 
at higher risk. These include people with a history of heavy alcohol use and 
those who use any type of tobacco product. Others at risk are people with 
HPV (human papillomavirus) and people with a history of oral cancer or 
heavy sun exposure, due to increased risk of lip cancer. 
 We are concerned about all aspects of your health. If oral cancer or any 
other  medical condition comes to our attention during a dental exam,  you 
can be sure we will discuss the issues with you as well as any other healthcare 
provider if you choose. We bring you our dental column as a way to inform 
our friends and neighbors here in our community of the many benefits of 
professional dentistry. For gentle dental care for the family, please call us for 
an appointment.
 P.S. Mouth sores are common and are usually noncancerous, but if one is 
detected, your dentist may recommend further testing through a biopsy. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE6-5-26 

Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser
The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship 

fundraiser will be held Friday, June 5, at The 
Greenleaf Café, 47 Main St. 

A $20 ticket donation is appreciated. A pas-
ta dinner will be provided along with enter-
tainment by Blue Mountain Haze. Raffle tick-
ets will also be available for purchase along 
with a 50/50 raffle. 

Paige Kendra Houston, 17, was killed in a 
car accident in the early morning of Aug. 6, 
2013 – just weeks before what was to be her 
senior year at RHAM High School. Each year 
since 2014, two RHAM graduates have each 
been awarded a $1,000 scholarship in honor 
of Paige. Money raised at the fundraising din-
ner will go towards this cause. 

If you have any questions or would like to 
contribute in any way, please free to contact 
Michele Stephens-Houston at KMPCS@com-
cast.net or 860-729-3305. Donations may also 
be dropped off at the Greenleaf Café. Paige Houston

Trails Day Walk at Burnt Hill
Join a trail ranger and a guided hike of the 

beautiful nature walking trails on Burnt Hill 
Park, 148 East St., including a loop around an 
adjoining town-owned open space agricultural 
field. It will take place on Saturday, June 6, from 
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

The two-mile walk is an easy-to-moderate 2 
miles-round trip with some rocky and poten-
tially muddy sections, so hiking shoes are rec-
ommended. 

Meet at the park’s pavilion to start (go straight 
into the park and take a left towards the pavilion 
parking). Parking is available adjacent to the pa-

vilion or just past it by the bathroom facilities.  
Please visit  https://hebronpaths.org/

BH    for a map of Burnt Hill Park and 
https://shorturl.at/9Rc2G  to see the location 
of the pavilion.   The event is free, open to all, 
and only stormy or steady rain cancels. Pets on 
leashes are welcome.  As always when hiking, 
wear bright clothing, tick protection, and be 
sure shoe soles are clean when entering so any 
invasive pests don’t “hitch a ride” to new territo-
ries. Consider bringing a picnic lunch to enjoy 
after the walk.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Peaceful Poses Chair Yoga: Wednesdays 
until June 24, 10-11 a.m., at Pathways to Peace 
Yoga, 269 Church St. Chair yoga is a gentle 
practice allowing participants to enjoy yoga 
while seated or using a chair for support. It is 
suitable for beginners, seniors, and those recov-
ering from surgery. 

Food Explorers Summer Kickoff Camp: 
June 17-19, 9 a.m.-noon, at Hebron Elemen-
tary School. You’ll be making two recipes from 
scratch each day such as Pizza Stuffed Naan’s, 
Chocolate Monkey Bread and Homemade Pas-

ta. Recipes are nut-free but may contain dairy, 
eggs and gluten. 

Football Camp: June 22-26, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
RHAM High School, for ages 7-14. Join RHAM 
football’s head coach and the RHAM football 
players for a week of offensive and defensive 
skill development. 

Cheer and Dance Camp: June 29-July 2, 
9-11:30 a.m., at RHAM High School, for grades 
1-4. Campers will develop dance and cheer skills 
such as jumps, stunts, and formations while en-
joying games and teamwork. 

Fairy Garden Camp: July 13-16 at Hebron 
Fire Station, Company 2. In this whimsical 
camp, kids will design and build their own fairy 
gardens, complete with creative decorations, 
and magical touches. Session 1 is 8:30-11 a.m., 
and Session 2 is 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s Bi-
ble Study, with two day/time options to attend: 
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or 
the second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m. 

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
Open food pantry days held to distribute food 
staples, household and hygiene items as well as 
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome.  For more 
information about donating or participating in 
food pantry days, call the church at 860-228-
1152.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Summer hours begin June 
7. Services will be at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee 
hour in the parish hall. Rite 2 will be celebrated 
through July, and Rite 1 in August. The service 
is streamed live on Facebook; visit www.stpeter-
shebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

 Tag Sale: June 5 and 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. This is 
St. Peter’s annual tag sale of household items. A 
portion of the proceeds from the tag sale will 
benefit the Coalition on Diversity and Equity 
(CoDE).

Comedy Performance – A Lesbian Tells: 
Friday, June 12, 6 p.m. All are invited to listen 
to stories by comedian Elizabeth McCain. Pre-
sented by St. Peter’s Church and the Coalition 
on Diversity and Equity (CoDE). Registration 
link at www.stpetershebron.com.

 Blood Drive: Thursday, June 18, 1-6 p.m.
Frederick Douglass Speech: “What is the 

Fourth of July to a Slave?”: June 19 at 6 p.m. 
Interpreter and orator, Fred Morsell will bring 

Frederick Douglass’ great speech to life in this 
performance sponsored by the Sanctuary Per-
forming Arts in collaboration with the Coali-
tion of Diversity and Equity. For tickets and 
performance information, go to www.stpetersh-
ebron.com.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour:  
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. – contact office for ac-
cess information; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; 
Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays at 4 
p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry.  The Women’s Club 
typically meets the 3rd or 4th Sunday each 
month for crafting and fellowship. The St. Pe-
ter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can 
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl. 
com/GileadChurchUCC. Worship this Sunday, 
June 7, will include a baptism ceremony.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 6/6: Wise Warrior Yoga, 9:30 
a.m., Fellowship Hall; Saturday, 6/6: Hebron 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor Ceremony, 2 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall; Monday, 6/8: Bible Study via 
Zoom, 9:30 a.m. (online); Monday, 6/8: Board 
of Christian Education meeting at 7 p.m. (Parish 
House); Tuesday, 6/9: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 6/10: Wise War-
rior Yoga, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day, 6/10: Book Group, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship 
Hall; Wednesday, 6/10: Choir Practice, 7 p.m., 
Sanctuary; Thursday, 6/11 – Deacons Meeting, 
7 p.m., Parish House.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-

ments: Children’s Sunday: Worship next Sun-
day, June 14, at 10 a.m., will celebrate the par-
ticipation and accomplishments of the youth in 
Gilead’s Sunday School and Youth Group pro-
grams throughout the year.

Summer Hours to Start: On Sunday, June 21, 
the church will transition to its summer hours, 
with worship at 9:30 a.m. and Coffee Hour at 
10:30 a.m. Watch for dates for the once-monthly 
outdoor worship summer services.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, June 28, 
11:30 a.m. Create one-of-a-kind seasonal cards 
for $15, with a portion of proceeds benefitting 
the Connecticut Food Bank. 

Summer Potluck and Prayer Gatherings: 
All are invited for two special evenings of food, 
fellowship, and prayer this summer. Just bring a 
sweet or savory cookout dish to share. The first 
gathering is Wednesday, July 22, at 6 p.m.

Celebrating Pride Month at Gilead: The 
church’s rainbow doors proclaiming “God’s 
Doors are Open to All” will soon be on display 
again outside the church. Created by the Youth 
Group and Board of Christian Education, the 
church said the colorful Pride installation cel-
ebrates love, belonging, and Gilead’s commit-
ment to being an ‘Open and Affirming’ congre-
gation. 

Trails Day Walk at Raymond Brook
Connecticut Trails Day is almost here, and 

with it will come a chance to explore Raymond 
Brook Marsh. A naturalist will lead a guided 
walk along the scenic Air Line Trail in State 
Park on Saturday, June 5, from 9-10:30 a.m.

Get a rare look at an active beaver lodge, and 
listen for the songs of migratory birds that fill 
the air. Along the way, you’ll discover native 
plants and wildlife while learning how they sup-
port a thriving ecosystem.

This easy, flat trail is perfect for all experience 

levels. No prior knowledge is necessary. Bring 
binoculars for the best views, and don’t forget 
a hat, water, and sunscreen. Children are wel-
come, though the hike is recommended for ages 
8 and up.

Visit trailsday.org to learn more and register. 
Connecticut Trails Day is a statewide celebra-
tion of trails, coordinated by the Connecticut 
Forest and Parks Association as part of National 
Trails Day.
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Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

A Walk in Their Shoes - Dementia Simu-
lation: Two separate presentations, Monday, 
June 22 at 11 a.m. and Tuesday, July 7 at 11 a.m. 
Join Heather Toutain from The Residence of 
Glastonbury as she will take you through a sim-
ulation experience to better understand with 
what living with Alzheimer’s or other forms of 
dementia can be like. We will guide you through 
the challenges of compromised vision, hearing 
and dexterity which all affect cognition. Please 
call to register 860-228-1700.

Sunshine Singers Kick-Off to Summer Con-
cert: Thursday, July 2, 11:30 a.m. The group will 
sing a variety of songs. The concert is free; light 
refreshments served. RSVP requested.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays unless 
otherwise noted. Pre-registration is required 
by noon the day before. Call 860-228-1700 to 
register and for departure times. Schedule: June 
12, Stop & Shop; June 19, Big Y; June 26, Stop 
& Shop. On Wednesday, July 1, at 8:30 a.m. (as 

the center is closed July 3), there will be a trip to 
Big Y. Other July trips: July 10, Walmart; July 17, 
Stop & Shop; July 24, Big Y; July 31, Walmart. 

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. 
(pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga, 
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with Paul 
Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Juneteenth Weekend Coming Up 
All are welcome to attend two special events 

celebrating Juneteenth in Hebron.
On Friday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m., there will 

be a special performance at St. Peter’s Church 
(in a collaboration between the Sanctuary Per-
forming Arts and CoDE). Actor Fred Morsell 
will give a portrayal of Frederick Douglass, 
reading his famous speech, “What to a Slave is 
the Fourth of July.”

This speech was given by Frederick Doug-
lass to the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery So-
ciety on July 5, 1852, criticizing the chasm be-
tween America’s founding principles and the 
institution of slavery. Douglass lamented that 
Independence Day wasn’t a day of celebration 
for enslaved people.

For tickets ($20/adults, $5/youth), vis-
it www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/june-
teenth-3.

The next day, on Saturday, June 20, Hebron’s 
fifth annual Juneteenth Celebration will be 
held from noon-3 p.m. at the Peters House, 
150 East St. (in Burnt Hill Park) in Hebron. 
This is a collaboration among the Coalition on 
Diversity & Equity (CoDE), the Peters family, 
and the Town of Hebron.

At the Juneteenth Celebration, there will be 
singing, drumming and dance, storytelling, 
spoken word, children’s activities, soul food 
and dessert, and discussions about the lives of 
Cesar Peters and his descendants.
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Shredding Old Tax, Personal Records
It’s time to prepare to safely dispose of your 

old tax, medical, business and personal records. 
Residents and businesses of Colchester and area 
towns can safely shred their financial records on 
June 6 from 9 a.m.-noon at the Colchester Town 
Hall parking lot. Boy Scout Troop 72 will have 
a certified shedding company, “Data Shred”, in 
place to accept and safely shred your financial 
and personal records.

Old personal documents, tax information, 
business records and medical records, etc. will 
be accepted. There is no need to take off paper 
clips or staples. Costs are $6 for a plastic grocery 
bag and $12 for boxes the size of a case of copy 
paper. A bulk price can be negotiated for larger 
quantities of records.

Don’t throw your personal information and 
tax records away. Make sure your personal re-
cords do not fall into the wrong hands by tak-
ing advantage of this important public service. 
Troop 72 will also be accepting recyclable cans 
and bottles during this event.

Funds raised will be used to reduce the cost 
of programs like monthly camping and the sig-
nificant cost of going to summer camp. Help 
the scouts earn their way to attend these events. 
Troop 72 is now a family Troop that will admit 
both girls and boys aged 11 to 17 and has been 
serving Colchester’s youth since 1939. Contact 
Al Letendre at letendrej@sbcglobal.net if you 
have any questions.

Beautiful Baskets Win at Art Show

Held at Colebrook Village, Hebron resident George Johnson won a recent juried art show 
with his beautifully handcrafted and intricate Nantucket Lightship Baskets. The origin of this 
style of basket is dated back to the 19th century and especially gained popularity during the 
1940s.

By Toriana Williams
The Hebron Creates Juried Art show brought 

together local artists of all backgrounds, skill 
levels and artistic styles for a celebration of 
creativity and community. Held at Colebrook 
Village on May 3, the show featured everything 
from watercolor paintings and acrylic portraits 
to basket weaving, linocut prints and abstract 
art. Visitors had the chance to view the artwork, 
meet the artists and vote for their favorite piece 
with the People’s Choice Award.

The show was judged by Pennsylvania artist 
Tricia Lowrey Lippert. She said selecting win-
ners was not easy because of the variety and 
quality of the artwork on display. 

“There’s such a diverse group of work,” Low-
rey Lippert explained. “When you look around, 
we have linocuts, watercolor, basketry, oil paint, 
acrylic. Just all kinds of styles. So it’s hard.”

To make the judging as fair as possible, Low-
rey Lippert developed a scoring system based 
on appearance, composition, color, technique 
and story. “Being a judge is so subjective,” she 
said. “I try to be as fair as I can.”

During the awards ceremony, Lowrey Lippert 
praised every artist who participated. “I think 
that artists are very brave people because they 
take their emotions, they put them into their art 
and then they put their art up on the wall for 
everyone to scrutinize and judge and look at,” 
she said. “That’s a very hard thing to do.”

The show’s first place winner was George 
Johnson for his beautiful collection of hand-
made Nantucket Lightship Baskets. The award-
winning work stood apart from the paintings 
and drawings in the exhibition because it show-
cased the traditional craft of basket weaving.

Johnson said he became interested in basket 
weaving after retiring from woodworking. “It’s 
just something that is challenging,” he explained 
when asked why basket weaving interested him.

The baskets featured finely woven reeds and 
carefully shaped cherry wood handles. Johnson 
explained that creating handles is one of the 
most difficult parts of the process. 

“Cherry wood is very difficult to bend,” he 
said. “You steam the strips, bend them on a 
frame, leave them and hope they don’t crack. 
About one out of three will work.”

Lowrey Lippert was impressed by both the 
craftsmanship and the artistry of the baskets. “I 
chose the baskets because those were so incred-
ibly well done,” she told the audience. “They’re 

just an art form all on their own.”
As Johnson mentioned beforehand, the ap-

peal of basket making is the challenge. “I like 
intricate things,” he said. “I just wanted to learn 
how to do that.”

Christine Manthorne earned second place for 
her striking portrait, Juliet, which featured her 
daughter illuminated by candlelight.

“I wanted to do a painting of her that rep-
resents her sort of magical, mystical qualities,” 
Manthorne said. “That’s why I picked sort of like 
a darker, moodier lighting.”

What surprised many visitors was that Man-
thorne has only been painting seriously for a few 
years. After her children grew older, she found 
time to explore art again. “I started taking some 
classes at Wethersfield Academy for the Arts,” 
she said. “That’s how I kind of got into it.”

Despite her success, Manthorne remained 
humble about her work. She admitted there 
were challenges while painting Juliet. 

“I couldn’t get the nose right,” she said with a 
laugh. “I think what I learned with this process 
is that I have to have my initial drawing more 
perfected before I lay on the paint.”

Manthorne said receiving second place was 
meaningful. “It’s flattering,” she said. “It’s very 
nice to hear that people appreciate my work and 
the time and effort I put into it.’

Third place went to Shannon MacGrogan-El-
lis for Apple, a touching portrait of her beloved 
greyhound. “Apple,” she explained, pointing to 
the painting, “passed away a few years ago. She 
was one of my grey babies.”

MacGrogan-Ellis, who has a degree in illus-
tration, works in many artistic mediums but 
said painting remains one of her passions. She 
often begins by painting the canvas with an un-
expected color.

“I usually paint the canvas with like a red-or-
ange or some off color that you might not even 
see by the end,” she said. The portrait resonated 
with viewers because of the emotion captured in 
the dog’s eyes.

For MacGrogan-Ellis, art is something she 
just needs to create. “Sometimes you just feel 
like you need to make something,” she said. “We 
want to keep learning.”

She also enjoyed hearing visitors’ reactions 
during the show. “It’s been really interesting to 
hear the comments,” she said. “Some people 
love something, and then somebody else will 
come by and go, ‘I really don’t like that.’”

The People’s Choice Award went to Beth 
Cianci, whose watercolor work connected 
strongly with visitors.

Cianci’s artist journey began during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Before that, she spent years 
writing poetry. “I have been a visual artist since 
COVID,” she explained. “I had been writing po-
etry for years. It brought images to mind, and I 
started painting to match my poetry.”

Her watercolor paintings often blend nature, 
spirituality and symbolism. She enjoys experi-
menting with texture in a medium many people 
consider smooth and flat. “The main challenge 
is watercolor,” she said. “I’m experimenting with 
different ways to get textures in my paintings.”

One technique involved using crumpled plas-
tic wrap directly on wet paint. “You get these 
interesting textures that become part of the 
painting,” she explained. Her creative process, 
just like her inspiration, was poetic – “Before it 
becomes paint, it becomes words.”

During the show, artists spoke about their 
process, discovering creativity later in life and 
the purpose their art serves.

Dorothy “Dottie” Reiss displayed several de-
tailed works, including her watercolor Moun-
tain Retreat. She described the painstaking pro-
cess behind the painting. “I did that for every 
single branch,” she said while explaining how 
she used masking fluid to preserve the white ar-
eas of the paper. 

Reiss has been working with watercolor for 
decades. “It’s been about 50 years,” she said.

Nearby, artist Katherine Chowanec displayed 
elegant watercolor paintings featuring mag-
nolias and feathers. Surprisingly, she never 

planned to become an artist. “I had never drawn 
or painted,” she recalled. But when she finally 
gave it a try, “I loved it.”

Chowanec became fascinated with watercolor 
and never looked back. “All I do is watercolor,” 
she said. She appreciates the planning required 
by the medium. “Once you add color to the 
white paper, you can’t get it back.”

Abstract artist David Dickman shared a dif-
ferent journey. He began painting in 2018 af-
ter becoming ill. “I got sick,” he said. “I started 
painting. Never took a lesson.” Dickman shared 
that he often begins without a clear plan.

“A lot of times I have no idea where I’m go-
ing when I start,” he said. “Three-quarters of the 
way through, I kind of step back and go, ‘okay, 
I got here.’”

Linocut artist Nasya Al-Saidy also brought a 
unique perspective to the exhibition. She dis-
covered printmaking during college and imme-
diately fell in love with it.

“It’s very meditative,” she said. “You kind of 
have to wait for the reveal.” For her, the purpose 
that her art serves is incredibly deep.

“It’s how I process anything difficult that’s 
happening in my life,” she shared. “A lot of trau-
ma and stuff comes out in my art.”

As visitors moved throughout the gallery, 
they encountered not only paintings, prints 
and baskets, but also the stories behind them. 
By the end of the event, the Hebron Creates Art 
show created a wonderful space for residents to 
show off their talent. As Lowrey Lippert told the 
artists, “You should all be really proud of what 
you’ve done.”
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 5/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 5/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, June 8: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne, CoA Meeting; 10 a.m., Sit-
tercize; 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Haircuts; 11 a.m., Learn 
to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness Orientation by 
appointment; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, 
Setback.

Tuesday, June 9: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
no Tai Chi today; 10 a.m., LTCOP Meeting, Rag 
Wreath Workshop; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 6 p.m., Teacup Flo-
ral Arrangement.

Wednesday, June 10: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming; 2 
p.m., Staff Meeting.

Thursday, June 11: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10:30 a.m., 
Shopping Trip; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Sr. Benefits 
Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes, Needlework Club; 6 p.m., 
Trivia Night.

Friday, June 12: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
9 a.m., Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood 
Pressure Clinic; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Cha-
tham Health Series; 12:30 p.m., Charcoal Land-
scapes; 1-3:30 p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., 
Bingo. 

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 
a relaxed gathering and open discussion on the 
theme: “How does God fit in this thing called 
life?”

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July 
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s 
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on 
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery 
for children.

Special Education
Records Disposal

The Colchester Board of Education will de-
stroy any and all special education records and 
section 504 records of students who graduated 
or would have graduated with the class of 2020.

If any student, as described above, would like 
a copy of their special education or 504 records, 
they must request a copy of the records prior to 
destruction on July 15.

Forward all requests to the Dept. of Pupil Ser-
vices and Special Education, 380 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415, or by calling the Pupil 
Services office at 860-537-3103.

Upon request, records will be available for 
pickup only at the Dept. of Pupil Services.

Garden Club Plant Sale
The Colchester Garden Club plant sale will 

be held Sunday, June 14, during the Colchester 
Business Association’s Tag Sale on the Green. 
The club will sell houseplants, annuals, peren-
nials, herbs, shrubs, and garden/plant related 
items from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on the Colchester 
Town Green. 

Rain date is June 28.
Purchases support our community beautifi-

cation efforts, public education programs, youth 
activities, and senior center programs. For more 
information about the Colchester Garden Club 
contact colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com.

Local Scout
Leads Food Drive

Colchester’s Troop 13 is rallying behind Life 
Scout Anthony DePaola as he works toward 
completing his Eagle Scout Service Project - 
a community food drive benefiting Catholic 
Charities of Norwich.

DePaola is collecting non-perishable food 
items such as canned vegetables, soups, pasta, 
rice, and other longlasting staples. Residents 
can drop off donations at a drive through event 
at St. Andrew’s Church, 128 Norwich Ave., in 
Colchester on June 7, June 14, and June 21 from 
9:45 a.m. to noon.

ERTA Helps Build Independent Futures
By Toriana Williams

For many students, graduation is the finish 
line. At Colchester’s East of the River Transition 
Academy (ERTA), it’s just the beginning.

ERTA serves young adults ages 18 to 22 who 
have completed high school but still need sup-
port as they transition into adult life. The pro-
gram, a collaboration between the Colchester 
and East Haddam school districts, focuses on 
employment, independent living, social skills 
and community involvement.

“We’re kind of launching them into adult-
hood,” said transition coordinator Alisha Na-
telle.

The program began in 2019 and expanded 
through a partnership with East Haddam in 
2020. Since then, more than 30 students have 
participated. Every student follows an individ-
ualized plan designed around personal goals, 
strengths and future ambitions.

According to Natelle, the overall goal isn’t just 
classroom instruction. “Everything’s for a pur-
pose. There’s no busy work,” she said. “This is a 
space for adults.”

Instead of spending most of their days at 
desks, students work throughout the commu-
nity. ERTA has developed partnerships with 
more than 40 local businesses and organizations 
which give students opportunities to gain real-
world experience.

“We are so, so, so lucky,” Natelle said. “We 
have a community that is so willing to work 
with us.”

Those partnerships include local busi-
nesses, nonprofits, farms, restaurants, retailers 
and community organizations. Students ro-
tate through different work sites, learning ev-
erything from customer service and stocking 
shelves to landscaping and childcare.

Natelle believes the community connections 
are one of ERTA’s greatest strengths, and Eve 
Hurley, Director of Pupil Services, agrees.

“We always say that good inclusion in the 
community gets our students, young adults, out 
in the work and familiar with their community, 
but it also gets the community familiar with us, 
too,” Hurley said. “Inclusion is really a two-way 

street.”
Inside ERTA’s building, students practice 

skills many adults use every day. Students gro-
cery shop, create budgets, prepare meals and 
learn to share common spaces. Staff intention-
ally treat the program more like an apartment 
than a traditional school.

“If you have a roommate, they’re not going 
to be happy if you leave rotting bananas on the 
countertop,” Natelle joked. 

“Or you take their sandwich bread and they 
need lunch for five days of work,” added Hurley.

Students purchase groceries with money 
earned through work experiences and then 
prepare lunches and meals for the week. Every 
activity becomes an opportunity to practice in-
dependence.

The academy also operates student-run proj-
ects. One popular venture is a dog treat busi-
ness which student Amber proudly explained 
as, “We’re doing Canine Confections.” The stu-
dents make the treats, package them and deliver 
them. Proceeds help fund community activities 
and field trips.

“They’ve really managed the whole thing,” 
Natelle said. “Everybody has a role. No matter 
what our skill set is, everybody’s involved with 
it.”

One ERTA student, James, has found a par-
ticularly meaningful placement at a coopera-
tive nursery school. While helping supervise 
children during a community event, James ex-
plained his role.

 “Mostly just walking around, making sure 
everyone stays safe and more or less occupied,” 
he said, all the while holding an adorable baby 
who seemed right at home in his arms.

James said the transition program has already 
exposed him to several different workplaces, but 
his favorite work experience involves children. 
And they love him too. “They never want me 
to get up,” James smiled. “They love sitting in 
my lap.”

When asked why he enjoys working with 
kids, James said, “I’ve been wanting to do this 
for a long time.” His experience extends beyond 

ERTA. “My church has a lot of kids stuff there, 
too,” he added.

The nursery school’s director, Michelle Dona-
hue, praised James’ growth and professionalism. 
“He’s just amazing,” Donahue said. “He just does 
great work with us.”

She noted that James willingly takes on new 
responsibilities and works effectively with both 
children and adults. “Always willing to take on 
what I ask of him,” she said. “Never shies away 
from anything.”

Donahue believes programs like ERTA are 
essential. “This transition program is so im-
portant to our communities,” she said. “Giving 
people chances is huge.”

Another student, Omar, has developed skills 
through work at Cold Spring Farm. When asked 
about his favorite responsibilities, Omar an-
swered quickly with, “feeding the pigs.” Accord-
ing to Omar, pigs apparently consume “sour 
milk.” Who knew?

Working on the farm has exposed him to 
many different tasks, including caring for ani-
mals, feeding livestock and helping with agri-
cultural projects. The farm partnership gives 
students hands-on work experience while 
teaching responsibility and teamwork.

Much of ERTA’s success depends on its job 
coaches, who work alongside students at em-
ployment sites. Job coach Lynn Orsatti de-
scribed her role as “being supportive of them in 
the community.” She helps students with every-
thing from employment skills to grocery shop-
ping and social interactions.

Natelle believes their work is invaluable. “Our 
job coaches are the absolute backbone of our 
program,” she said. Job coaches help students 
learn workplace expectations, communicate 
with supervisors and develop independence. 
As students gain confidence, coaches gradually 
step back.

James is one example. According to staff, he 

has progressed so much that he no longer needs 
a job coach regularly and can work more inde-
pendently. “That will more than likely transition 
to long-term employment for him when he exits 
us,” Natelle said.

Through all the support the academy re-
ceives, Natelle emphasized truly how much 
they encourage strong community bonds. Lo-
cal businesses, farms, schools and organizations 
have embraced the program and its students. 
That support helps young adults gain practical 
experience while also helping the community 
better understand and welcome people with 
disabilities.

“We want the community to know us,” Na-
telle said.

Students like Amber, Omar and James show 
what can happen when young adults are given 
opportunities, guidance and trust. Whether 
they are making dog treats, feeding animals or 
helping preschoolers learn their ABCs, they are 
building skills that will last a lifetime.

Donahue summarized the ERTA program’s 
inherent value, as well as the students’: “They 
have so much to offer, and they are such an im-
portant part of our community.”

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

YOU 
LIST...

WE SELL!

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance 

to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details. R
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3 BED, 3 BATH 14 ACRE DOME

LIST WITH US
Earn $125000*

Let Us Show You How!

Scott

PaulNick

Martin
1808 Southgate Ln. Clean 
end unit at Highland Farms 
with fresh paint, new carpets, 
appliances and partially 
finished lower level. Only 3 

COLCHESTER	 $319,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

similar Haywards style end units in the 
complex.

3 BED 2.5 BATH TOWNHOUSE

CLOSEDCLOSED
$374,000!$374,000!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

104 Music Vale One of only 7 
dome homes in CT. Situated on 
a flat 14 acre lot with a 28’x36’ 
barn. Possible future equestrian 
use with open pastures or farming 
on agriculturally significant land. 
Ready to occupy, just bring your livestock.

SALEM	 $599,500

COMINGCOMING
SOON!SOON!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

5 Vicki Ln. Clean Ridgeview. 
2 bed, 3 bath condo with  
finished lower level. 1st floor 
laundry, remodeled kitchen, 
new acrylic baths. Ready to 
occupy.

COLCHESTER	 $349,500

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACTCONTRACT

ABOVEABOVE
LIST PRICELIST PRICE
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 5/31/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 6/18/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June 
23-24, departure time TBD. Experience an au-
thentic Amish dinner prepared by an Amish 
family and see the play Joshua. Cost is $509/per-
son (double or triple occupancy) and includes 
transportation, one night hotel, one breakfast, 
one dinner, admissions, tour escort, driver and 
tour director gratuity.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-

tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

BOF Weighs Deep Budget Reductions
By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Finance met on May 
27 and for three hours discussed how to revise 
both the town and education budgets. This is 
after voters rejected both budgets at the referen-
dum held on May 20.

The board members considered how much 
to cut from the budgets, whether to delay the 
next referendum, concerns about public trust 
following the Board of Education health insur-
ance reserve fund controversy and how to better 
communicate budget information to residents.

Some members suggested reductions of 
around $3 million between the town and school 
budgets, while others argued more information 
was needed before setting specific targets.

To recap, the previously proposed town bud-
get of $19.52 million, a 7.93% increase, failed 
by a vote of 1,725 to 1,084. The proposed BOE 
budget of $50.87, a 7.55% increase, was rejected 
by an even wider margin, with 1,872 voting no 
and 928 voting yes.

Clear Public Frustration
During public comment, many residents ex-

pressed frustration with the current budget situ-
ation.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat, 
announced that he, department heads and other 
town officials were willing to take three unpaid 
furlough days during the 2026-27 fiscal year to 
help preserve services.

“I know there’s a lot of talk about shared 
sacrifice right now,” Dennler said. “We all care 
about the services that we provide … and we are 
willing to accept that in order to hopefully fa-
cilitate being able to provide services that would 
otherwise be lost.” 

The unpaid furlough days would amount to 

around $20,000 in savings.
Town employee Heide Perham urged the 

board not to place additional cuts on town ser-
vices. “To make any further cuts to the town is 
like cutting off your nose to spite your face,” she 
said. “Any additional cuts at this point will be 
detrimental to services the town currently pro-
vides.”

Other residents argued that all three major 
boards shared responsibility for the current 
situation. “The three boards have all really led 
us to this crisis that we’re in right now,” said 
resident Jeff Mattson. Several speakers also 
referenced the recently released forensic audit 
involving the BOE’s health insurance reserve 
fund and called for greater accountability and 
transparency.

Next Referendum Debate
Board members discussed whether the town 

should attempt to hold another referendum be-
fore July 1 or to delay it to allow more time for 
public discussion and budget revisions. Board 
Chair Karen Belding, a Democrat, noted that 
many residents remained confused about budget 
details and potential consequences of future cuts.

“There are things they don’t understand about 
how they’re evaluating what their next choice 
would be,” Belding said. “Clearly we need to 
give some time and some space and some work 
into making sure people at least feel like they 
understand the numbers and the choices.”

Board member Jillian Vinci, a Democrat, 
agreed. She said misinformation had become a 
serious problem. “There is a lot of information 
out there,” Vinci began. “It’s like that game of 
telephone where someone starts something and 
then by the time it gets to the 10th person, it’s 

just completely something else.”
Others worried about the financial and ad-

ministrative costs of delaying a budget vote. 
Former BOF member Bruce Hayn argued that 
failing to have a budget in place by July 1 would 
create unnecessary expenses.

 “Not having a budget in place on July 1 is ir-
responsible,” Hayn said. “It’s costing the town 
money.”

However, the board members ultimately 
leaned toward allowing additional time to gath-
er information and rebuild public trust before 
returning proposals to voters. Officials noted 
that each referendum held costs around $5,000, 
with around $10,000 already slated to be spent.

How Much to Cut?
The most significant portion of the evening 

was spent in debate about the potential size of 
budget reductions. Board member John Thom-
as, a Republican, took the strongest position. He 
shared that conversations with residents con-
vinced him the cuts discussed previously were 
not large enough.

“My number was wrong. It’s too low,” Thomas 
said. “The number I heard combined between 
the school and the town was $3,000,000.”

Using what he described as a 75-25 split be-
tween education and town spending, Thomas 
suggested roughly $2.25 million in reductions 
from the education budget and $750,000 from 
the town budget.

“The town spoke very loudly and they said 
too high,” Thomas said. “We have to reduce this 
considerably.”

Not everyone agreed. Board member Sean 
Gillespie, a Democrat, said he remained closer 
to a reduction between $1 million and $1.5 mil-
lion for the school budget. As far as going high-
er, “I’m definitely willing to listen,” he added.

Belding said she remained near a $1 million 
reduction target, but she wanted more informa-
tion before making a final decision.

Member Krista Kardys, a Democrat, warned 
residents that large reductions would inevitably 
affect classrooms. “If you cut $2.25 [million] 

from the Board of Ed budget, it is unrealistic to 
believe it will not touch a teacher,” Kardys said. 
“It’s unrealistic.”

Town Impacts Could Be Severe
Dennler cautioned that a $750,000 reduction 

of the town budget would have major conse-
quences. “To move the needle of $750,000, you 
are talking some very, very radical interventions 
and changes in the structure of town govern-
ment,” he explained. “It is probably the disman-
tling of some department somewhere.”

Dennler noted that previous discussions had 
already considered eliminating a firefighter po-
sition and reducing library hours. Both were 
proposals that received significant opposition 
from the public.

When Thomas pointed out that the furlough 
proposal would save only about $20,000, Denn-
ler acknowledged the savings were relatively 
small. Dennler then emphasized that larger re-
ductions would dramatically alter services.

“If you believe the town is asking for a 
$750,000 reduction,” Dennler said, “I cannot 
begin to quantify what a $750,000 reduction to 
the town budget would do.”

Calls for Better Communication
Throughout the meeting, board members 

repeatedly returned to the issue of public trust. 
Thomas said many residents were angry and 
confused. “Every single person is mad at every-
body,” he said. He then urged the board to move 
carefully.

“We have to slow down, take our time, allow 
our beautiful citizens to have their questions an-
swered,” Thomas said.

Belding agreed that more outreach would be 
necessary before another referendum. “I don’t 
want to just run referendums to run referen-
dums,” she said. “I think that’s a very bad strat-
egy.”

Several members suggested holding addi-
tional workshops where residents could ask 
questions and receive more detailed explana-
tions about budget choices and potential service 
impacts.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 5/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 5/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Vermeer SC130 for smaller stumps
Only $155 per day

Vermeer SC252 all hydraulic 
machine for any stump

Only $259 per day

6” Woodchipper Rental
Only $225 per day

12” Woodchipper Rental
Only $325 per day
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120 Linwood Ave. (Rte. 16), Colchester, CT 06415
860-537-4256 • 800-545-GANO

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm
WWW.CTRENTME.COM

Easy to use, and get 
rid of those unsightly 

stumps in a day!

We Rent 
Stumpgrinders!

Still Working On Your
Spring Clean Up???

Before

After

Remembering Kim… The Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Company was re-
cently provided with a home-cooked meal in honor of what would have been the 50th 
Bbrthday of past member Kim Perkowski. Perkowski, an 18-year member, passed 
away in 2024 from cancer. Pictured are Jodi & John Savage, Perkowski’s sister and 
brother-in-law.

Summer Book and Bake Sale
Auditions for CCT Summer Theater

The Colchester Community Theatre (CCT) 
will hold its Summer Children’s Theater Work-
shop in July – and auditions will be Sunday, 
June 14, from 1-3:30 p.m., and Monday, June 
15, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Auditions will take 
place at the Congregation Ahavath Achim 
(Colchester Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave. 

The workshop is open to all children enter-
ing grades 2-12. Every child must audition to 
attend the program. There are no exceptions. 
All children who enroll are accepted. Audi-
tions are solely for the purpose of cast place-
ment. Each child is to bring sheet music or an 
instrumental recording and be prepared to 
sing. An accompanist will be provided.

This year, CCT will produce Disney’s Dare 
to Dream JR., a musical revue featuring vari-

ous Disney songs, including newer fan-fa-
vorites from The Princess and the Frog, Coco, 
Encanto and Frozen II. 

Required pre-registration must be com-
pleted at www.colchestercommunitytheatre.
com/summer-workshop. The workshop fee 
is $140/child. Additional forms required to 
be completed by a parent/guardian will be 
available at auditions. Children only need to 
attend one audition, not both dates.

The workshop will be held at Bacon Acad-
emy auditorium July 6-17, Monday through 
Friday, from 9 a.m.-noon, culminating in a 
show on July 18 at 2 p.m.

Contact Diane Ozmun at 860-908-9286 
or email info@colchestercommunitytheatre.
com for additional information.

Land Trust Upcoming Events

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will 
hold its Summer Book and Bake Sale at Cragin 
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., from June 
5-10.

On Friday, June 5, from 4-7 p.m., there will 
be a pre-sale admission charge of $5 to pick 
the “cream of the crop.”  There is no admission 
charge from Saturday-Wednesday. The schedule 
is:

Saturday, June 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, June 
7, 11 a.m. -3 p.m.; Monday, June 8, and Tuesday, 
June 9, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Wednesday, June 10, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

There will be a Monday-Wednesday special: 

fill a box or bag for $5.
The Friends will have many books, includ-

ing large-print books and audiobooks. The 
Friends will also have music, movies, puzzles, 
and games. 

Also at the sale, the Friends will celebrate 
America 250th by offering an accessible table 
with books and media related to America dur-
ing the Revolutionary period.

Baked goods will be for sale, and will be indi-
vidually wrapped.

The Friends said that while it cannot accept 
debit cards or credit cards, an ATM is close by.  	

All proceeds support library programs that 
benefit the patrons of Cragin Memorial Library. 

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 
the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Connecticut Trails Day! Forest Bathing at 
Salmon River State Forest: Sunday, June 7, 10 
a.m.-noon. Join Lisa Hageman and Liza Sivek 
for a moderately slow-paced, three-mile hike 
with the practice of Forest Bathing. For this 
meditative, quiet hike, meet at the Air Line Trail 
South/”Hairpin Turn” parking lot at 280 Bull 
Hill Rd., Colchester (see directions on the site). 
From there, walk to the Salmon River Forest 
trail nearby. There is no fee for this hike; it is 
free to all for Connecticut Trails Day. Rain post-
pones to a date to be announced. This hike is 
not suggested for smaller children, and it is not 
stroller-friendly. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.
org.

Fairy House Builders Wanted!: The second 
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter – but CLT needs help to make the magic 
happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail? 
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be 
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house 

in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with 
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail 
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep 
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read 
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will 
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. 
All are invited to stop by and learn more about 
the land trust.

CBA Tag Sale on the Green
The Colchester Business Association’s annual 

Tag Sale on the Green will take place Sunday, 
June 14, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., on the Town Green. 

Shop a variety of vendors and enjoy local 
food trucks. Local businesses and organizations 
will also be spotlighted. 

Tag and Bake Sale
at St. Andrew

There will be a Tag Sale and Bake Sale at St. 
Andrew Parish Hall, 128 Norwich Avenue on 
June 6, from 8:30 a.m.–2 p.m.  A variety of items 
will be available. The church requested “no early 
birds, please.” 

For more information, call Barbara at 860-
303-7814.

Book-Signings
with Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander, 
an award-winning author known for bringing 
ocean science to life for young audiences, has 
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea. 

To celebrate, she will be hosting an interactive 
storytime Saturday, June 27, at 11 a.m., at Salem 
Free Public Library. The program will introduce 
children to marine animals like the giant cut-
tlefish and anglerfish through storytelling and 
hands-on activities. 

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident 
currently residing in Colchester. She is the au-
thor of Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep. 
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

The weather
is gorgeous!

Summer is coming! 
Now is the time

to buy or sell!
We Are Here To Help With Your Commercial Needs Too!

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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Funky Monkey Artisan Fair
The Funky Monkey Artisan Fair is on Satur-

day, June 6, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., on the grounds 
of Over AndOver’s store location and Scott’s 
Tree Farm, with an open trail connecting both 
properties.

The fair will feature artisan vendors, food 
trucks and a gift basket gallery to benefit char-
ity partner, Shine Your Light CT. This event also 
marks the 10-year anniversary of Over AndO-
ver Barntique, located on Route 6 in Andover.

Vendors will offer items ranging from jewelry 
to furniture, glass-art, salvage finds and trea-
sures, reclaimed metal and wood, lighting & 
functional art, pottery, wall art, soaps & candles, 
mixed media, repurposed fabric goods, hand-
bags, holistic and intuitive resources, decorative 
signs and homespun bath and body products. 

For food trucks you will see Christina’s Greek 
American Street Food and Long Meadow Farm 
micro-bakery. Plus, there will be live entertain-

ment on the main stage including: at 10 a.m., 
CT Dance Hub dancers; at 11 a.m., Two Guitars 
& A Dame; and from 1-3 p.m., NED the Band.

Be sure to peruse both sides of the fair to see 
all of the vendors and food options by walking 
up and down the trail to and from the farm and 
the shop. Golf cart rides will be available, spon-
sored by MyTech Plumbing & Heating.

Parking will be at 11 Bunker Hill Rd., home of 
Fitch Family Farm and Scott’s Christmas Trees.

For more information, email overandoverct@
gmail.com, or, for weather inquiries, check for 
updates @overandoverct and www.overando-
verct.com.

Community & Senior Center Happenings Congregational Church News
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. Transportation 
to town events, voting, and ACSC activities to 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled are wel-
come. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Yoga, Dominos, Tai Chi, trips to the library 
and the food pantry/Foodshare truck, Chair 
Massage, and more, see the monthly newsletter. 
Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: Step into the 
Summer Kickoff MOVEment: This is a cele-
bration of movement in all its forms. Check out 
the new June activities and refreshed favorites 
to get everyone involved.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop Willi-
mantic 6/16, 6/30. Shop in Manchester on 6/9, 
6/23. Transportation is available. Thursday 6/18, 
8:30 a.m. shop Trader Joe’s & Michael’s.

Kid’s Art Class with Kim (BAF): Wednesday, 
6/10, 6/17, 3 p.m. $18 per class or $35 for both. 
There is a discount for siblings. This class is per-
fect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Supplies 
are provided. To register, contact the center.

Open Art: Tuesday, 6/16, 5-7 p.m. Bring your 
current art project. This is not a traditional art 
class but more of a shared studio environment. 
All skills are welcome. Call the center if you are 
interested.

Walking Club: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Low-key, no-pressure walking club. Groups 
forming now for walks along the Rails to Trails, 
the track at Long Hill or indoors at the center. 
Contact the center if you are interested.

Lawn Games: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. Enjoy clas-
sic lawn games including Yahtzee, Tic-Tac-Toe, 
Yard Pong, Ring Toss, and Cornhole. Lemonade 

will be served. All are welcome. To register, con-
tact the center.

Foodshare Truck: Wednesday, 6/17, 9 a.m. 
Free transportation to Andover Congregational 
Church is available; contact the center. For more 
information on other available dates and times, 
contact Joan Soucy at 860-208-3226.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice 
Cream: Friday, 6/5, Kloter Farms Ellington; Fri-
day, 6/19, Shady Glen in Manchester. The cen-
ter hosts a summer-long journey for residents 
where passports will take you to area ice cream 
shops. Call the center to register and pick up 
your passport. 

Father’s Day Breakfast: Thursday, 6/11, 9-10 
a.m. Free. Enjoy a special brunch as you cel-
ebrate and share appreciation for Fathers and 
role models. Registration is required. Call the 
center.

Senior Art Class with Kim (BAF): Thursday, 
6/11, 10-noon, $15. Focus – Watercolor Book 
student choice. This class is perfect for all skill 
levels. Space is limited. Supplies are provided. 
To register, call the center.

Zumba Gold: Thursdays, 6/18 and 6/25, 10 
a.m. This is a free Intro to Zumba class. No ex-
perience needed. Seated class available.

Photography Class 35MM: Saturday, 6/13, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Fee is $85. Learn everything neces-
sary to use your 35mm digital camera. Registra-
tion is required; call the center.

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 6/18, 9 a.m. 
$42. Routine nail trimming and care, callus 
and corn reduction, foot assessments and skin 
care, early identification of potential concerns, 
education on proper foot health and prevention. 
Call the center for an appointment. Transporta-
tion is available.

Lavender Ridge Farm: Friday, 6/19, 11 a.m. 
$15 per person. Take a walk through the laven-
der fields. Pick your own lavender, enjoy laven-
der cookies and tea, take home a lavender book-
let and peruse the shop. Caution: uneven terrain 
& plenty of bees. Maximum of 12 attendees. 
Sign-up is required; call the center.	

Stained Glass: Friday, 6/26, 6 p.m. $65. No 
prior experience is needed. Focus - Fairies. This 
class fills up quickly. For students 16+ & all ma-
terials included. Registration is required. To 
register, call the center.

Casino Trip: Friday, 6/26, 10 a.m. Hop on the 
bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will re-
turn at 1 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a seat, 
call 860-498-2326.

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 
located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 
The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT). For more information, call the 
church office at 860-742-7696, email andover-
ctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.andover-
ctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 
9 a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 

Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van 
comes to the church every other Wednesday 
from 8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the 
opposite Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Tag Sale: Saturday, June 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Bingo and Baskets: Friday, June 19. Dinner 

at 5:30 p.m., games at 6:30 p.m. Fee is $15 per 
person.

Book & Bake Sale
The Andover Friends of the Public Li-

brary are holding a Book & Bake Sale on 
Saturday, June 6, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
Town Hall Community Room, 17 School 
Rd. 

There will be a selection of both brand-
new-old-stock books from a closed book-
store, and gently-used books that have been 
donated for the sale.  There are also some 
DVDs and CDs.  Prices range from .50 to 
$2.  

Proceeds benefit the Andover Friends 
of the Library, which financially supports 
many of the library’s programs and services. 
For more information, call 860-742-7428.  

Exploring American
Ideals in Musicals

The Andover Public Library invites you to 
join them on Tuesday, June 16 at 6:30 p.m. as 
they welcome Michael Langlois - a performer, 
lecturer, and storyteller - and his program, 
“From Liberty To Legacy: Exploring American 
Ideals In The Musicals ‘1776’ and ‘Hamilton.’”

During this presentation, Mr. Langlois will 
look at these two Tony Award-winning musi-
cals which tell the story of the founding of the 
nation. He’ll explore the contrasting visions of 
American society at a crossroads. While it’s not 
necessary to RSVP, it is helpful for space plan-
ning purposes. Call the library at 860-742-7428.

BOF Votes to Cut School Budget Increase to 6% 
By Toriana Williams

Following a divided budget referendum and 
extensive debate over education spending, the 
Andover Board of Finance voted May 27 to re-
duce the proposed Board of Education budget 
increase to 6% from the previously revised 9.8%.

The reduction – which passed by a tight 4-3 
vote – will “definitely” lead to staff cuts, the 
school board chair predicted.

The Board of Finance approved the revised 
school board budget of $4,839,390, a reduction 
of roughly $174,000 from the budget proposed 
that failed at referendum – but still an increase 
of about $274,000 from the current year’s 
$4,565,462 budget.

The new proposal equates to a total town bud-
get of $13,338,412, which includes $4,153,318 
for RHAM’s assessment. The proposal repre-
sents an overall 3.4% increase over the current 
year. The proposed mill rate currently stands at 
31.68, a 0.3% increase.

The new spending plan will return to voters 
on June 16.

According to referendum results, the town 
budget passed by a vote of 412 to 367, while the 
AES budget failed by around an 80-vote differ-
ence of 343 to 431. Although Andover voters 
approved RHAM’s budget locally, the regional 
budget failed overall.

Public Petition Called for 3.5% Cap
During public comment, resident and Demo-

crat Registrar of Voters Linda Derick presented 
a petition signed by 86 residents asking the BOF 
to limit the school budget increase to 3.5%. 
The amount of signatures is roughly equal to 
the margin of difference of the failed education 
vote.

“We urge the board to reconsider the current 
budget proposal and take the necessary steps 
to reduce the increase to a maximum of 3.5%,” 
said Derick. She argued that education spend-
ing was consuming too large of a share of local 
tax revenue.

“Right now … with RHAM being 30%, the 
school being 37%, leaving 32% of all tax monies 
for the running of the whole rest of the town 
does not seem fiscally sound,” she said.

Several residents echoed concerns about af-
fordability and transparency. Others urged the 
board to protect educational services.

Board of Education Chair Caitlin McIntosh 
Greenhouse, unaffiliated, warned that any addi-
tional reductions would directly affect students.

“Whatever you end up cutting from the 
school budget will directly affect the kids,” she 
stated matter-of-factly. “It will directly affect the 
number of classroom teachers that we have or 
the number of [paraeducators] that we have.”

Sharp Divide on School Spending
During the discussion on what percentage of 

increase to propose, Democrat Louise Goodwin 
supported the petition’s recommendation and 
said voters had clearly expressed their wishes.

“The people have spoken twice to us stating 
that the AES budget is too high,” said Goodwin. 
“We need to do our civic duty and appease our 
fellow people in our town.”

Board member Liz Lokiec, a Republican, also 
supported a larger reduction. She argued that 
the BOE failed to adequately adjust after last 
year’s budget cut. 

“We have to come up with a number that the 
taxpayers will accept,” Lokiec said.

She questioned decisions made after last 
year’s budget reduction and argued that the 
BOE proceeded with staffing additions despite 
budget concerns. “They completely disregarded 
that cut and hired those people anyway.”

Others argued that major fixed costs made 
deep reductions completely unrealistic.

Board member Heather Van Cara, a Demo-
crat, said a 3.5% increase would not even cover 
rising benefit costs. Democrat Nicholas Clark 
reached a similar conclusion after reviewing 
budget figures, noting, “We got a salary increase 
for all staff.” 

Board member William Desrosiers, a Repub-
lican, strongly opposed the 3.5% proposal.

“These are not fluff, icing-on-the-cake, made-
up things,” Desrosiers said while discussing 
contractual salary increases, insurance costs 
and the loss of grant funding. “You’re talking 
about slashing our kids’ education.”

At one point, he challenged supporters of 
deeper cuts directly. “I don’t know how you can 
have a conscience and say 3.5%.”

BOF Chair Robert England, a Democrat, 
spent much of the discussion attempting to find 
a compromise. “I certainly don’t want to drag 
this out anymore,” England said. “I want to get 
it passed.”

England acknowledged that the board’s pre-
vious $50,000 reduction had failed to appease 
voters but cautioned against cutting too deeply. 

“The cut that you’re talking about is so drastic 
that I can’t, honestly, I can’t support that even 
though I really want to get a budget passed, and 
I really want to be responsive to the vote to the 
referendum results,” he said.

England repeatedly urged members to seek 
a middle ground between the failed proposal 
and the 3.5% increase advocated by petition 
supporters. “We need to flip those referendum 
results,” he said.

The board first considered a 4% increase, and 
the motion failed by a 4-3 vote, with Lokiec, 
Republican Kim Person and Democrat Good-
win voting for it. Democrats England, Heather 
Van Cara and Clark and Republican Desrosiers 
voted against the motion.

Members then debated an increase of 5%, 
5.5% and then 6%. During discussion, Desro-
siers argued that a 6% increase represented a 
painful but necessary compromise. “I don’t feel 
good at 6, but I know we got to pass something,” 
he said. “I’m still not going to sleep tonight.”

Lokiec responded that difficult decisions 
were unavoidable. “We got here because they 
didn’t listen to the voters last year,” she said.

After some back and forth, England was 
prompted to remind everyone of their shared 
goals. 

“What I don’t want to do, guys, is have a 
bunch of cross talk again about who cares about 
the kids and who doesn’t,” he said. “We all care 
about the town.”

Tuition, Staffing and Long-Term Costs
First Selectman Jeff Maguire, a Democrat, 

argued that additional revenue options should 
be explored before taxpayers shoulder larger 
increases. “No one has discussed tuition for the 
pre-k and if that number is appropriate,” he said. 
He suggested preschool tuition rates should be 
reviewed and warned that rising personnel costs 
could create long-term financial challenges.

“You have to make the Board of Education 
work. Pull every lever that they can for the ben-
efit of the community,” Maguire said. “It’s un-
sustainable moving forward.”

Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau 
pushed back strongly against suggestions that 
staffing levels or teacher compensation were ex-
cessive. “We knew that was what we needed. It 
was what was right for children and we have no 
choice,” Bruneau said in regards to staffing deci-
sions made after last year’s budget cut.

She also defended the district’s transparency 
after it was called into question.

“I don’t think transparency is the issue. I 
think it’s a double standard,” she said.

Final Vote
A motion to set the school budget increase at 

6% passed by a 4-3 vote. England, Clark, Van 
Cara and Desrosiers voted in favor, while Good-
win, Lokiec and Peron opposed the measure.

England noted that the reduction represented 
more than triple the size of the previous cut 
made by the board. The decision drew immedi-
ate criticism during public comment.

Greenhouse said the consequences would be 
significant. “To say ‘devastation’ would probably 
be putting it mildly,” she said. “There will defi-
nitely be staff cuts for sure.”

Teacher Julie Gourdet expressed similar con-
cerns. “I’m preemptively disappointed and up-
set in how the cuts are going to affect the stu-
dents that I see everyday,” she shared.

Resident Patricia Kelly called for greater co-
operation moving forward. “I hope that in the 
future that there can be more collaboration be-
tween the school and the town because we are 
all working toward the same goal,” she said.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Transfer Station 
Stickers Available

Andover Transfer Station stickers for the 
2026-27 fiscal year are currently available at 
the town clerk’s office at Town Hall. Cost is $50, 
payable by cash or check.

Bring your vehicle registration, and the ve-
hicle must be present at the time of issuance.

The current year’s Transfer Station stickers 
expire June 30. 

Note: The town clerk’s office will remain open 
until 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26 (the day of 
the next budget referendum), for sticker sales. 

For more information, call the town clerk’s 
office at 860-742-0188 ext. 4218.

President’s List
Cameron Allen of Andover made the spring 

2026 President’s List at Southern New Hamp-
shire University in Manchester, N.H.

Dog Licensing is Underway
It’s time for dog owners to renew their dogs’ 

licenses. Current licenses expire June 30. All 
dogs six months of age and older must be li-
censed.

Licenses may be renewed or obtain by mail 
be sending a current rabies certificate (for 
renewals, only if the certificate on file has ex-
pired), proof of spay/neuter for new licenses, a 

self-addressed stamped envelope for return of 
the license and a check payable to the Town of 
Andover - $8 for spayed or neutered dogs and 
$19 for unaltered dogs.

Residents may also renew or obtain licenses 
in person at the Town Clerk’s Office, 17 School 
Rd. For more information, contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at 860-742-0188, ext. 218.

WAIM Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

– whose service area includes Andover and He-
bron – will hold a “Fifth Floor Treasures” flea 
market Saturday, June 27, from 8 a.m.-noon, at 
866 Main St., Willimantic.

The market will feature framed art, glassware, 
décor, collectibles, household finds, and unique 
surprises. Payment options are cash, charge or 
check.

Support helps WAIM continue its mission as 
a social-service nonprofit strengthening fami-
lies and neighbors across the region.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

Robinson Endorsed by Democrats for Probate Judge

Tom Robinson

Manchester attorney Thomas Robinson was 
endorsed last night (Thursday, May 21) as the 
Democratic candidate for Probate Judge in the 
state’s 13th Probate District, which includes the 
towns of Manchester, Andover, Bolton and Co-
lumbia.

Robinson received the endorsement of the 
Democratic Party at a convention of delegates 
from the district’s four towns, which was held 
at the Manchester Country Club.  Voters will 
select a new probate judge for the district this 
November, with the retirement of Judge Mi-
chael Darby.

Robinson said, “I am honored to have the 
support of the Democratic Party for my effort to 
be elected as our next probate judge.  I’ve devot-
ed my legal career to helping families navigate 
the kinds of challenging issues that come before 
this court.  As a result, I am confident that I can 
serve our community with fairness, compas-
sion, and integrity.”

The Connecticut Probate Court system is a 
system of 54 probate courts located through-
out the state of Connecticut. The jurisdiction of 
each court extends to the legal affairs of the de-
ceased, estates, some aspects of family law and 
children’s matters, conservatorships, and several 
other matters requiring specific legal decisions.

Robinson is a native of Manchester, and a 
graduate of that town’s public schools.  He holds 
degrees from Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., 
and Tulane Law School, New Orleans, La.

Robinson is currently a partner in the Man-
chester law firm of Falkenstein, Meggers, Paul 
and Robinson.  For almost 30 years, his practice 
has focused on the types of issues addressed by 
the probate court.  

Robinson is a member of the National Acad-
emy of Elder Law Attorneys and the Probate 
Section of the Connecticut Bar Association. He 
also has served as chairman of the Manchester 
Board of Education and head election mod-
erator for the office of the Manchester registrar 
of voters. Robinson also serves on the Ben-
net Housing Corporation and the Manchester 
Scholarship Foundation. 

“The work of the probate court is focused on 
protecting our most vulnerable friends, neigh-

bors, family and many other deserving individ-
uals at times when emotions can run high and 
challenging decisions must be made,” Robinson 
said. “I believe I have the subject matter and 
procedural expertise, the depth of experience, 
and the necessary temperament to ensure that 
our probate court provides an effective forum 
in which parties and their attorneys are treat-
ed with respect and courtesy and positive and 
helpful outcomes can be reached.”

Manchester’s Democratic Town Committee 
Chairman Michael Pohl said, “Tom Robinson 
will provide our probate court with strong lead-
ership, a sense of compassion, and solid judg-
ment.  Anyone in this district who has business 
in our probate court will benefit from Tom’s 
presence there.”  

Tag Sale This Sunday
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Tag Sale Saturday, June 
6, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Call the church at 860-742-7696 for more in-
formation. 
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LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION 
The Marlborough Planning Commission at their meeting of 
May 26, 2026, at 7pm in the Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
VOTED TO CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING:
#P-01-26 Amendment to Subdivision Regulations

1. Section 6.1 Dedication of Open Space changes from 20% 
to 10% for conventional subdivision 
2. Section 5.2.8 Open Space changes from 20% to 10% for 
conventional subdivision 
3. Delete Section 4.14.10 minimum buildable area
4. Delete Section 4.16.21 minimum buildable area
5. Amendment Section 5.21 minimum requirements

MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR 1TB  6/5

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

NOTICE OF HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing at their Meeting on Monday, June 8, 2026 at 
6:30pm at the East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive, 
Room 117 and via Zoom to consider the following application:
ZBA-26-005: Kenneth Barber, Requesting the following variance 
to section 4.4.E Area & Dimensional standards to allow reduction 
of front setback (Pecausett Trail) from 50’ to 20’.88” and front 
setback (Daly Rd.) from 50’ to 43’.4”, and increase Maximum Lot 
Coverage from existing 12.6% to 14.4% for construction of 24’ x 
32’ Barn, on 39 Daly Road, Map 33/ Block 87/ Lot 5A.
Applications are on file in the Land Use Office and Town Clerk 
Office 860 267-7450 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
HEBRON HISTORIC PROPERTIES

COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

The Hebron Historic Properties Commission will hold a public 
hearing at a special meeting scheduled for Thursday, June 
11, 2026, at 6:30 P.M., in the Peters House, 150 East Street, 
Hebron, CT, on the following:
Application for the establishment of historic properties, submit-
ted by the Town of Hebron Historic Properties Commission, for 
property known as the United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue 
located at 10 Church Street, under the provisions of Chapter 
224 of the Town of Hebron Code of Ordinances and under Sec-
tion 7-147q of the CT General Statutes. 
Maryanne Foote,
Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

TOWN OF PORTLAND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At the May 28, 2026 regular meeting, the following action 
was taken:
APPROVED Application #25-04 - 311 Main Street. Request 
for a variance from Zoning Regulation Table 5.5 for minimum 
required lot area to reduce the area of the parcel by 1,301 ft 
to 18,662 ft. Application and property of Miller Street Proper-
ties LLC.  Assessor’s Map 29, Lot 255. Zone B-3.
Dated in Portland, CT this 1st Day of June 2026
Kurt Peterson, Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals

1TB  6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
A certified list of Republican party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Republican Registrar of 
Voters will be on file with the Office of the Secretary of the State, 
165 Capitol Ave., Hartford, Connecticut, and copies thereof will 
be available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 11, 2026, with August 3rd through 
9th for early voting, if the required primary petition(s) for opposi-
tion candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of 
the Connecticut General Statutes, not later than 4:00 p.m. on 
June 9, 2026. Petition forms, instructions and information con-
cerning the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, including 
schedules, may be obtained from: Rosemarie Hecht, Republican 
Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton.
Patricia Burnham 
East Hampton Town Clerk 5/27/26 1TB  6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
A certified list of Democratic party-endorsed candidates for the 
Town of East Hampton for election as Democratic Registrar of 
Voters will be on file with the Office of the Secretary of the State, 
165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut, and copies thereof 
will be available for public distribution.
A Primary will be held August 11, 2026, with August 3rd though 
9th for early voting, if the required primary petition(s) for opposi-
tion candidate(s) is filed, pursuant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of 
the Connecticut General Statutes, not later than 4:00 p.m. on 
June 9, 2026. Petition forms, instructions and information con-
cerning the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, includ-
ing schedules, may be obtained from: Lisa Gravel, Democratic 
Registrar of Voters, 1 Community Drive, East Hampton.
Patricia Burnham
East Hampton Town Clerk 5/27/26 1TB  6/5
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 6/30/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

R
E5

-2
9-

26

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Colchester
Evelyn Blanche Harris

Evelyn Blanche Har-
ris, of Manchester and 
formerly of Mansfield, 
peacefully passed away 
into the arms of her Sav-
ior Saturday, May 30. She 
was 88 years old. Evelyn 
(Ebby) was born June 9, 
1937, in Brattleboro, Vt. 
She was the daughter of 
the late Arthur and Ev-
elyn (Bell) Edson. 

She attended school in Vermont where she 
grew up and married the love of her life, Wallace 
Henry Harris, on April 16, 1960. The couple set-
tled in Waterford where they made their home 
and raised their family. Wallace predeceased her 
on March 27, 2013. Evelyn, who had amazing 
organizational skills, worked as a secretary for 
the Waterford Public Schools. After retirement, 
they lived in Ft. Pierce, Fla., for a time. A beach 
lover, Evelyn found joy walking along the shore 
collecting sea glass and shells. While in Florida, 
Wallace and Evelyn owned and operated a travel 
agency called All the Places You’ll Go. They en-
joyed spending time together playing golf. 

Evelyn was a talented seamstress, sewing 
dresses for her granddaughters and even Rag-
gedy Ann dolls, along with knitting sweaters for 
her grandchildren. Evelyn loved skiing, danc-
ing, music, and playing the piano throughout 
her life. A sports enthusiast, she loved watching 
sports, especially the Boston Red Sox and the 
Celtics. When she was able, Evelyn enjoyed at-
tending the Presbyterian Church of Coventry. 
Always proud of her family, she especially loved 
to support and encourage her grandchildren 
in their endeavors and talents. She will be re-
membered fondly as a loving and devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother and friend to all who 

East Hampton
Martin Van Le

Martin Van Le, born in Saigon March 3, 1968, 
passed away peacefully Friday, May 22, after a 
short illness, surrounded by his family.

Martin will be remembered for his quiet 
strength, devotion to those he loved, and the 
care he showed to his family. His presence will 
be deeply missed by all who knew and loved 
him.

He is survived by his wife, Laura Le; his son, 
Allen Le, and daughter-in-law Courtney Le, and 
their two children, Annie and Mac; his daugh-
ter, Leanne Abbott, and her husband, Matt Ab-
bott and their children, Emily and Madelyn; 
and his daughter, Melissa Tweedie.

Private services will be held with family. 
Spencer Funeral Home has care of arrange-

ments.

Lebanon
William Timothy Bennison

In loving memory of 
William Timothy Benni-
son, 81, of Lebanon.  

Born in 1945, Bill lived 
a life defined by kind-
ness, humility, loyalty and 
generosity. A proud Viet 
Nam veteran and accom-
plished professional in-
surance executive, he car-
ried a strong work ethic 
throughout his life while 
always making time for the people and experi-
ences he loved most. 

Bill was a deeply social man who treasured 
friendships and family connections. He found 
joy on the golf course, out fishing, and behind 
the stove preparing memorable meals for those 
he loved. He especially enjoyed road trips in 
search of good food, beautiful scenery, and the 
simple pleasure of watching a good sunset. 

Those who knew Bill will remember his warm 
spirit, easy conversation, and giving nature. He 
had a way of making others feel welcome and 
valued, leaving lasting impressions on friends, 
family, and everyone who was fortunate enough 
to know him. 

Bill was preceded in death by his beloved wife, 
Sandra Moore Bennison, and his brother, John 
Jr. Bennison. He is survived by his niece, Dawn 
Bloom, and her son, Kyle Bloom; his niece, 
Laura Bennison; and his partner Ann Harford, 
along with many dear friends and extended 
family members who will miss him greatly.

His memory will live on in the stories shared, 
meals enjoyed, sunsets admired, and love he 
gave so freely throughout his life. 

Services will be private and the family will an-
nounce details at a later date.

Marlborough
Joan Whiting 

Joan Barbara Whit-
ing, of Marlborough and 
formerly of Colchester, 
passed away on May 29, 
2026, at Marlborough 
Rehab and Health Cen-
ter, where she resided for 
several years. Joan was 
born on January 30, 1939, 
and was raised in Niantic, 
CT. She was the youngest 
of four children and the 
daughter of Esther and Howard Whiting.

Joan retired after a successful career as an 
executive secretary from various companies 
including the Hartford National Bank in New 
London, General Dynamics in Groton, IBM in 
Chicago, Ill., and London, England, and Aetna 
Insurance Company in Hartford.

In addition to her parents, Joan was prede-
ceased by her siblings, Doris Fithian and Ells-
worth and Ralph Whiting; and a brother-in-law, 
Lewis Fithian. She is survived by her sisters-
in-law, Patricia Whiting of Lakeland, Fla., and 
Rosemarie Whiting of Waterford; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and grand nieces and 
nephews. 

Joan will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by all who knew her, especially 
her dear friend and caregiver, Lynne Pinto of 
Colchester.

A graveside service was held Thursday, June 
4, at the Jordan Cemetery in Waterford. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Joan’s memory 
can be made to Marlborough Rehab and Health 
Center in Marlborough. 

For online condolences of to share a memory, 
please visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.
com. 

Marlborough
Patricia Ann Green

Patricia Ann (Novak) 
Green, 72, passed away 
peacefully, leaving behind 
a legacy of love, kindness 
and devotion to her family, 
friends, and community.

Patricia was a devoted 
mother, grandmother, 
sister and friend whose 
warmth and caring na-
ture touched countless 
lives. She dedicated many 
years to caring for children at CLECC, where she 
shared her patience, compassion, and nurturing 
spirit with generations of children and their fam-
ilies. Caring for others was not simply her profes-
sion – it was one of her greatest joys and gifts.

Family was the center of Patricia’s world. She 
treasured every moment spent with her loved 
ones and took great pride in her children and 
grandchildren. Her home and heart were always 
open to those in need of comfort, guidance, or 
a listening ear.

She held a special love for Ireland and the 
breathtaking beauty of the Cliffs of Moher. She 
found joy in nature, family gatherings, and the 
simple moments that created lasting memories.

She was preceded in death by her beloved 
daughter, Monica Erff; her parents, Thomas E. 
Novak Sr. and Patricia (Novak) Harriman; and 
her stepfather, Donald R. Harriman.

She is survived by her loving daughters, 
Tracy Green Durost (Keith) and Amy Green 
Knox (James); her cherished grandchildren; her 
brother, Thomas E. Novak; her sister, Deborah 
A. Novak; along with many nieces, nephews, 
extended family, son-in-law Robert Erff III, 
longtime best friends Jeri, Manes, friends from 
her community, and all those whose lives were 
enriched by her love and kindness.

Patricia will be remembered for her compas-
sionate heart, unwavering devotion to her fam-
ily, and the love she shared so freely with oth-
ers. Her legacy lives on in the countless lives 
she touched, the children she cared for, and the 
family she loved beyond measure.

She will be deeply missed and forever loved.
“Perhaps they are not stars in the sky, but 

rather openings where our loved ones shine 
down to let us know they are.“

Colchester
Theresa Mary Prudente

Theresa Mary (Pac-
zynski) Prudente, 96, of 
Glastonbury, formerly of 
East Hartford and Col-
chester, beloved wife of 
the late Anthony Pruden-
te, passed away peacefully 
with family by her side 
Monday, Jan. 5, at Hart-
ford Hospital. She was 
born March 14, 1929, in 
New York City to the late 
Nicholas and Katherine (Rzenik) Paczynski.

After graduating high school, Teri was a 
full-charge bookkeeper in retail, primarily at 
Federated Department Stores in Manhattan. 
After starting a family, she worked part-time at 
Levine & Levine Co. in Colchester and later as a 
buyer assistant at G. Fox & Co. in Hartford. She 
also ran an amazingly successful Avon business 
for several years.

Teri was full of personality and loved to so-
cialize. She was a proud native New Yorker who 
exuded the energy and verve of the city, with 
just enough sass to keep it interesting. She of-
ten shared memorable stories of simpler times 
while growing up in New York City, when peo-
ple focused on family and friends. She was also 
proud of her Polish-Ukrainian heritage, often 
referring to herself as “one tough Pole.” And was 
she ever – living independently in her house of 
34 years, tending to her meticulous gardens and 
constantly on the go with her daily business, al-
ways stylishly put together, up until the time of 
her passing. She was a hot ticket.

Teri was also a natural in the kitchen, de-
lighting her family with traditional Polish and 
Italian dishes (the latter learned from her in-
laws), as well as classic American cuisine. She 
loved cooking for holiday gatherings. Christmas 
was her favorite time of year, when she enjoyed 
spending hours preparing holiday specialties 
for family. Warm memories of those feasts will 
always remain with those who attended.

Teri is survived by her son Joe and his wife 
Yvonne, and daughter Kathi, all of Glastonbury; 
by her grandchildren (whom she absolutely 
adored) Corinne of Astoria, N.Y., and Mark of 
Glastonbury; and by several nieces, nephews 
and close friends. She was predeceased by her 
younger sister Katherine (Kitty) Galletto.

A celebration of life will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 12, at 2 p.m. at the Minnechaug Village 
Clubhouse, 17 Fairway Crossing, Glastonbury.

Memorial donations may be made to Bright-
Focus Foundation Macular Degeneration Re-
search (www.brightfocus.org/macular/).

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

See Obituaries, page 32

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

IWWA ACTIONS
At the Regular Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency Meeting 
held on Wednesday, May 27, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Hamp-
ton Town Hall and via ZOOM, the following decision was made:
IW-26:004: 12 West Point Road, PegArch Architecture, Construct 
addition, deck, concrete pad for swim spa and remove asphalt 
parking, ramp, and concrete pad in Upland Review Area, Map 05A/ 
Block 83/ Lot 15 - Approved
Chairman Joshua Wilson 1TB  6/5
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knew her. 
She will be sadly missed but always remem-

bered with love by her children, Deborah (Ken) 
Goodale of Coventry, Pamela (Donald) Sul-
livan of Colchester, Timothy (Karen) Harris 
of Byfield, Mass.; two sisters, Joyce Reischuck, 
and Phyllis Teeson; eight grandchildren, Har-
rison, Samantha, Timothy, Hannah, Holly, Ha-
leigh, Ryan, Molly; and 10 great-grandchildren, 
James, Leon, Talulah, Maria, Swift; Charlotte, 
Keegan, Callahan, Niall, and Malcolm; as well 
as many extended family members and friends.

In addition to her husband and parents, she 
was predeceased by two brothers, David and 
Richard Edson. 

A memorial service will be held at the Aurora 
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd, 
Colchester on Saturday, July 25, with visitation 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. followed by a celebration 
of life service from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Re-
ception to follow at Blackledge Golf Resort in 
Hebron from 1-3 p.m. Donations in her memo-
ry may be made to Hospice. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Evelyn, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com

Hebron
Michael P. O’Donnell

Michael P. O’Donnell, 71, of Hebron/Leba-
non, sadly passed away Monday, May 11, after 
a long 10-year battle with cancer. 

Raised in Hebron, he attended Hebron El-
ementary School and graduated from RHAM 
High School. Then he joined the U.S. Navy, 
where he spent four years, after which he ap-
plied at Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, where he 
worked as an engineer until retirement.

During his time, he enjoyed riding his Harley 
through the country roads as well as his antique 
Roadrunner, along with his time building his 
home in Lebanon, where he spent his remain-
ing life of 40 years. Soon his courageous battle 
with cancer ended. 

Mike is survived by a sister, Mari Kay; a 
brother, William; and brother, Doni. 

There will be private burial as per his wish. 

Obituaries cont.
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paign engaged in by some of our community 
leaders who clearly care more about winning 
then they do about integrity and truthfulness.” 

Finn said that one key obstacle that East 
Hampton, and all towns, faced when it came 
to budgets was the lack of education funding 
from the state, even despite a small increase that 
towns will receive this year.

“The simple truth is that we need more from 
the state than an election-year Band-Aid over 
the gaping wound which is the static ECS [Ed-
ucation Cost Sharing] funding for the last 13 
years,” he said. “Every year the state funding 
hasn’t kept up with inflation, the budget ends 
up being balanced on the backs of taxpayers and 
students and we’ve clearly reached a breaking 
point.” 

Finn also said he was disappointed that the 
middle school paving project did not pass, 
blaming saying he found it “unfortunate that 
the Republicans in town came out so strongly” 
against it. 

“I would have thought that they would appre-
ciate saving money on the total project cost with 
no new taxes rather than pay a higher cost for 
the project with new taxes,” he said. 

In an email, Superintendent of Schools Timo-
thy Van Tasel wrote, “While we’re disappointed 
in the outcome of the referendum, East Hamp-
ton’s results are consistent in what has occurred 
in many other communities across the State of 
Connecticut.   As we look forward, our focus is 
to continue offering the types of programs and 
opportunities that have provided students with 
strong educational experiences in our schools; 
however, the funding challenges that we are fac-
ing today present a new challenge that will not 
easily be overcome.”  

Van Tasel said many in the community had 
been aware of where cuts might be made if the 
budget did not pass. One program that had been 
discussed often publicly and which had caused 
concern among residents was the Smart Start 
Preschool Program.

Cox said that, on the town side, there would 
be cuts as well. 

“Certainly things that we hoped to do in this 
budget, we may not be able to do at all,” he said. 
“There were people in this budget that were go-
ing to do some things at the senior center and 
try and improve the way we handle land use and 
things of that sort, plus making sure that we take 
care of infrastructure and those sorts of things. 
Now it becomes a conversation about, what are 

the priorities and what things are we ready to 
scale back?”

One person who didn’t seem terribly disap-
pointed was Town Council member Ted Hintz, 
a Republican, who said he didn’t believe the 
budget would pass unless it was equal to current 
year spending.

“I don’t know if I would say I am pleased with 
the results,” said Hintz. “Definitely not pleased, 
because we just wasted $5,000 on a referendum 
that should never have been put forth to the tax-
payers.” 

Hintz called out the education budget in par-
ticular, and argued that East Hampton’s rejec-
tion of its proposed budget was not unique for 
the area.

“You have to look around the state,” he said. 
“Colchester just failed again for the second 
time. Hebron went a second time. Every town 
you look around, they’re failing continual refer-
endums, because the taxpayers in Connecticut 
have finally stood up and said enough is enough. 

“I don’t foresee a budget passing unless it 
comes in at flat from last year,” said Hintz. “And 
even at that, I believe it’s going to be a challenge 
with the revaluation.”

Cox said he had heard the calls for a 0% in-
crease, “flat” budget, but that he didn’t think that 
was possible without making serious sacrifices.

“I think that winding back of the clock, so to 
speak, ignores the fact that the cost of every-
thing goes up every year, and so, as many people 
will remind us, flat really means reductions, and 
that’s been sort of my mantra,” he said. 

A flat budget, he said, would be about a $1.8-
$1.9 million reduction in expenses from the 
proposal that was defeated Tuesday.

“That’s a lot of expenses,” he said, “and where 
do those come from? What are the people that 
would undoubtedly go away from the organiza-
tion? What did those people do? Because we 
probably can’t do those things anymore.”

If the town went to a flat budget, Cox said, 
“people will notice. If we were to go to a flat 
budget, things that we have done in the past, we 
may not be able to do anymore.” With that said, 
he said that, “if that’s the charge of the com-
munity, then together we’ll figure out what that 
looks like.”

Van Tasel, for one, stayed optimistic that the 
town would find some sort of compromise in 
the coming weeks. 

“From our perspective, the margin between 
residents who voted in support of the budget 
versus those who did not was not as significant 
as it could have been,” he said. “With this, we 
remain hopeful that it will be taken into con-
sideration when deciding what will be the next 
iteration of the education budget will be.” 

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 
7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting Platform, 
on the following:

I. Petition 2026-03 & 04: Petition of the Town of Hebron Depart-
ment of Public Works Action Committee for Special Permit and 
Site Plan Modification, in accordance with Section 2.C.4.1 of the 
Hebron Zoning Regulations, to demolish and reconstruct a new 
Department of Public Works and associated facilities, including 
Transfer Station at 550 Old Colchester Road, R-1 District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Jun 10, 2026, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/440080213

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 440-080-213

United States: +1 (646) 749-3122
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 21st day of May 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

	    
The Marlborough Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the follow-
ing public hearing on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. 
in the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 North Main Street.  
APPLICATION #ZBA-03-25 – Diane Prentice (Applicant/
Property Owner) 33 Myrna Drive - is seeking variance of Article 
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Confor-
mity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot 
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum 
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 b   Side Yard Setback, , in 
order to construct a garage with a Side Yard Setback of 7.1 
feet where 15 feet is required.
APPLICATION #ZBA-04-25 – Heather Burgess (Applicant/
Property Owner) 85 North Main Street - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduc-
tion of Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three 
A.9 Minimum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard 
Setback, & Article Six D.4 Building Coverage, in order to 
construct a deck with a Front Yard Setback of 26.7 feet where 
40 feet is required and building coverage of 13.5% where 10% 
is allowed..
Interested parties can review the application materials in the 
Land Use/Building Department during normal Town Hall hours. 
Written testimony should be sent at least 24 hours ahead of 
the public hearing date to building@marlboroughct.gov , and 
oral testimony may be given during the public hearing. 

2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 
PUBLIC HEARING

	    
The Marlborough Water Pollution Control Authority Control 
Commission will hold the following public hearing on Tuesday, 
June 09, 2026 at 6:15 P.M. at the Marlborough Town Hall, 26 
North Main Street, Marlborough, CT. To consider the following:        

2026– 2027 Operation, Maintenance & Repair Budget  
2026 – 2027 EDU Property Allocation
2026 – 2027 Fee Schedule
Proposed 2026 -2027 Equivalent Dwelling Unit User Charge 
of $659 per EDU   

Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut this 26nd day of May 2026, 
MARLBOROUGH WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHOR-
ITY 
Benjamin Levin
Chair 2TB  5/29, 6/5

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the fol-
lowing actions at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 at 7:00pm on the following: 
Petition 2026-05: Petition of the Hebron Lions Agricultural So-
ciety for the sale of beer and wine during the Hebron Harvest 
Fair from September 10 through September 13, 2026, pursuant 
to Section 5.O.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 347 Gilead 
Street, R-1 District.  Approved, with conditions.
Petition 2026-06: Petition of the Hebron Lions Agricultural So-
ciety for the sale of beer and wine at a secondary location on 
the fairgrounds during the Hebron Harvest Fair from September 
10 through September 13, 2026, pursuant to Section 5.O.3 of 
the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 347 Gilead Street, R-1 District.  
Approved, with conditions.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/9c7b67c8a5c48666f85
381b198e345437efe75e312ab52b8d97cce86e1113096 1TB  6/5

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
TOWNS OF HEBRON, ANDOVER AND MARLBOROUGH

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 15, 2026
AND BUDGET REFERENDUM JUNE 16, 2026

The electors and those persons eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting of Regional School District 8 are hereby notified that said Annual 
Meeting will be held as virtual only on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. for the following purposes via the following Google meet:

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/ydw-ivtd-daj
Or dial: (US) +1 508-835-8147 PIN: 180 043 049#

More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/ydw-ivtd-daj?pin=2590176187543
1. To choose a Moderator to preside.
2. To discuss the operating budget in the amount of $32,246,809 for Regional School District 8 for the fiscal year from July 1, 2026 to 
June 30, 2027.
The Moderator shall adjourn the Annual Meeting at its conclusion and the budget shall be submitted to vote upon the voting machines 
in each of the District’s member towns of Hebron, Andover and Marlborough on June 16, 2026, in accordance with Connecticut Gen-
eral Statutes Sections 10-51 and 7-7, as amended, between the hours of 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M., under the following heading:
QUESTION 1. “SHALL THE BUDGET OF $32,246,809 FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 8 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM (RHAM) FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2026 TO JUNE 30, 2027 BE APPROVED?”

Voters approving said Question will vote “Yes” and those opposing said Question will vote “No”.
Voting will be in the following polling places:
Town of Hebron: Hebron Elementary School
                           92 Church Street
                           Hebron, Connecticut

Town of Andover: Andover Town Hall
                            17 School Road
                            Andover, Connecticut

Town of Marlborough: Marlborough Elementary School
                                   25 School Drive
                                   Marlborough, Connecticut
Persons qualified to vote at the Annual Meeting who are not electors will vote in their respective polling places. Pursuant to Connecticut 
law, no person who is eligible to vote in more than one town in the District is eligible to cast more than one vote at the referendum. If a 
member of the public requires a physical space and the equipment to attend a fully virtual meeting in real-time, a request must be made 
to Jessica Rainville via email at jessica.rainville@rhamschools.org at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting start time.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, June 2, 2026.			   By Order of the Chairperson of the Board of
						      REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 8
						      Heather Summerer, Chairperson

1TB  6/5

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER 2026 - 2027 

NOTICE OF ANDOVER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL BUDGET

AND RHAM NET OPERATING BUDGET 
REFERENDUM, JUNE 16, 2026

The Electors and Citizens qualified to vote in the Town of An-
dover are hereby warned to meet at their polling place in said 
Town on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 for the following purposes; 

1. To adopt the Andover Elementary School Budget for the 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027. 

The location of the polling place is as follows; Community 
Room of the Town Office Building - 17 School Road – Andover, 
CT The polls will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
Absentee Ballots will be available on June 9, 2026 in the Town 
Clerk’s Office for anyone who is eligible to vote in the Town 
of Andover who will not be able to vote in person at the polls.  
Copies of the proposed Budget will be available in the Office of 
the Town Clerk.
The Regional School District #8 Budget Referendum will be 
held simultaneously in the same polling place.
Dated at Andover, Connecticut this 3rd day of June, 2026. 
Roberta Dougherty
Andover Town Clerk 1TB  6/5

TOWN OF PORTLAND
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, June 
18th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 
Freestone Avenue, to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-19: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 2.4, 5.1, 5.4, 6.1, 
7.3.4.A, 10.5.1.4, 10.6.2. These changes are being made in 
response and to comply with Public Act 25-1. Application of the 
Town of Portland.
PZC Application #25-20: Proposed Map Amendment to the 
Portland Zoning Map. Creation of a Parking Management 
District overlay zone that will cover a large portion of the down-
town as well as the parcels fronting route 66. These changes 
are being made in response and to comply with Public Act 
25-1. Application of the Town of Portland.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 3rd day of June 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 2TB  6/5, 6/12
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36th Anniversary Scholarship Winners

Left photo: Pictured from the left, Diann Amici, Samuel Tucker, Joyce Ghent and Lilliana Tycz. Right photo: Pictured from the left, Don Chamberlin, five year member 
Debbie Kramer, 10 year member Elaine Akley, 15 year member Amy Jensen, 25 year member Jeannie Ziomek, 35 year member Allene Kalisz. Missing from the photo: Sarah 
Barrett, Alice Pollard, five year member Cathy Riggs.

At their recent concert, scholarships were 
awarded to three Middlesex County students 
planning on majoring in either music or nurs-
ing. This year’s recipients were: Ashley Kelley, 
Haddam-Killingworth High School, attending 
Eastern Connecticut State University’s Nursing 

Program; Evelyn Hair, Portland High School, 
attending Sacred Heart University’s Nursing 
Program and Liliana Tycz, Mercy High School, 
attending University of Connecticut’s Nurs-
ing Program. Congratulations to all. Over the 
years the Vocal Chords have awarded $94,000 

in scholarships to deserving students in Middle-
sex County.

Their next semester will commence on Tues-
day, August 25 to begin preparing for their an-
nual holiday concert on Dec. 6. For more infor-
mation, visit vocalchords20.org.

After performing their spring concert, the 
Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords recently 
celebrated their 36th year of lifting spirits and 
soothing souls with song. The celebration in-
cluded recognizing members for their time with 
the Vocal Chords.

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall. Classes normally 
meet twice a month at 10:15 a.m. following 
worship. 

Adult Education and discussion takes place 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. 
Call Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for additional 
details.

Sponsored Trip to Lancaster PA:  Deluxe 
motorcoach trip to Lancaster, four days five 

nights, meals included. Oct. 26 to Oct. 30. 
Admission to several shows and tours of both 
Philadelphia and Lancaster included. The cost 
is $765, double occupancy. Contact Barbara 
Show at 860-262-3531 for additional details and 
reservations. A deposit of $75 is due by June 27.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration is now open. 
The state is moving to new birthday cutoffs 

for soccer teams. Players will be grouped ac-
cording to birthdays on or after Aug. 1 of each 
year with kids born up to July 31 of the fol-
lowing year. The state has implemented a new 
registration system. When you log in at clubs.
bluesombrero.com/portlandsoccerclub, the reg-
istration system will ask for your player’s infor-
mation, including birthdate. New Travel players 
will need to upload a birth certificate for age 
verification.

Travel Season: Register by Friday, June 12.  
Cost is $170. Late registrations are not guaran-
teed a spot on a travel team. New players will re-
ceive uniforms, included in the registration fee. 
The season begins in September and runs until 
late October or early November. Evaluations 
are mandatory and are held at the Portland Rec 
Complex; dates and times will be announce. 
Players bring cleats, shin guards, a water bottle, 
and an appropriately sized ball. Please do not 
wear any gear with any local children’s soccer 

club logos.
Travel is for the following groups of play-

ers by birthdate: U9: 8/1/2017 to 7/31/2018; 
U10: 8/1/2016 to 7/31/2017; U11: 8/1/2015 
to 7/31/2016; U12: 8/1/2014 to 7/31/2015; 
U13: 8/1/2013 to 7/31/2014; U14: 8/1/2012 to 
7/31/2013.

Rec Season: Registrations will be due in late 
August or early September. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 
an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Rec is for the following groups of play-
ers by birthdate: U4: 8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 
(PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); 
U6: 8/1/2020 to 7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 
8/1/2019 to 7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 
to 7/31/2019 (Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis for both Travel and Rec soccer.

For additional questions about Travel and 
Rec soccer, contact Chad Wilson (president) at 
nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; Chris Donahue (rec-
reational director) at Donahuecj@sbcglobal.net; 
or Jeffrey LaBonte (assisting with registrations) 
at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Murdercycles Rodeo
Murdercycles MC will hold its 10th annual 

rodeo Saturday, July 11, at the Exchange Club 
Fairgrounds, 1348 Main St.

The event will feature the famous Thunder-
dome, as well as biker games, food, a minibike 
throw-down, live music, vendors, inflatables, 
and more.

Admission is $20; children under 13 are free.
Murdercycles said it reserves the right to re-

fuse anyone.

Lions Club Roars Again
The Portland Lions Club will hold its third 

annual “Lions Roar Cycling for Our Commu-
nity” event Saturday, June 20, with registration 
at Brownstone Park on Brownstone Avenue and 
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill Road, depending 
on the route you plan on riding.

Riders from across Connecticut participate 
in this event. One hundred percent of the funds 
are used for supporting charitable projects such 
as childhood cancer, hunger, disaster relief, dia-
betes, vision, hearing and more. To register for 
the ride, go to bikereg.com/lions-roar. 

To make a donation in support of the Lions 
Club please send them to P.O. Box 283, Port-
land, CT 06480.

Having a Tag Sale?
Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $19
A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through July 15, 2026)

A $45 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to 
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & 

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to 
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to 
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/

Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough, 
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.

Just e-mail us at  
classifieds@rarereminder.com or  

call 860-563-9386.
Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am  

for that week’s papers.
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Exchange Club Seeks New Members 
 The Exchange Club of Portland is looking for 

new members.
The club started in 1945 and, through such 

projects as the Exchange Club Golf Tournament, 
Touch-A-Truck, Bingo Nights, the “Give a Kid a 
Flag” program, and food concessions at the Port-
land Fair, it is able to help various charities and 

awareness programs. These include Middlesex 
Hospital Family Advocacy, New Horizons Do-
mestic Violence Prevention Group, Portland Food 
Bank, Middlesex Hospital Hospice, Portland Fuel 
Bank, and scholarships for Portland students.

If interested in joining, and for more infor-
mation, visit portlandexchange.org.  
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-
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TREE & LAND

CLEANING
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

Hazardous Tree Removal

860-206-3851

LICENSED TREE EXPERTS 
Raythetreeguy.com • Raystrees@hotmail.com

              Licensed Arborist # S-3998 C
IT

3-
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-2
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Tree Guy
TheRay

Free Tree Survey & Consulting by a Licensed Arborist

Bucket Truck
Class A Climbers

Cranes

Storm Damage

SPRING
Tree Care!!!

Call today for low rates!

Now accepted

B A K E R Y  H I R I N G 
I M M E D I A T E 
OPENING:  PT with 
FT potent ial .  Seek
ing long-term candid
ate with admin/man
agement experience; 
restaurant/kitchen ex
perience helpful. Com
petitive pay. Resume 
to: BelltownBakery@
gmail.com.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

PURE BRED SHITZU: 
For sale. 1 female and 
1 male, 4 months old. 
Looking for their forever 
home. 860-978-0587.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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RE6-5-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

Don’t get shocked when life
starts to get really, really good.

You totally deserve that!

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH 
Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

F O R  L E A S E 
COLCHESTER: 2-story 
cold storage barn includ
ing 1 garage. 780sqft 
each level. Near Route 
2. To view property or 
information call Harold 
at 860-662-2700.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
-  L O V E LY L A R G E 
FURNISHED HOME: 
wi th al l  ut i l i t ies in
cluded.  WiFi to share 
with professionals. Vet
erans, elderly people 
welcome. Background 
check. $950/monthly 
plus security deposit. 
Call Richard 860-716-
1227.

S T O R A G E  U N I T S 
AVA I L A B L E :  Eas t 
Hampton Self Storage. 
196 E High Street, East 
Hampton. Text 860-267-
4858.

If anyone refused to rent to you because of your 
source of income, race, color, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender, religion, marital 
status, age, disability or because you have 
children, you may have been the victim of illegal 
housing discrimination. Contact the Connecticut 
Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION 
IS ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691

Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SPRING RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

R
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT
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Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —
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SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING:  All pest 
p lan ts  &  v ines  re
moved f rom t rees , 
walls/land clearing. NO 
CHEMICALS EVER! 
Per iod & Medi c inal 
garden design. Call Mike 
845-481-0131. Don’t 
Worry ~ We got it!

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

ALL-WOOD 
Lawn Mowing Services

Senior & Veteran Discounts
Free Estimates

 860-798-4155CIT6-4-26

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew  Members!

SERVICES

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

TREE & LANDSCAPING

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
E1

-2
-2

6

www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Dog walking available. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ive ly  for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

G R A V E  S T O N E 
CLEANING: Remove 
mold, mildew, algae, 
lichens and other air pol
lutants from your loved 
ones headstone. One 
time safe, thorough and 
effective hand cleaning 
procedure performed by 
husband and wife team. 
Experienced, insured, 
references, results. Call 
or text for more inform
ation. RIP Cleaning 860-
798-5770.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
BATH REMODELING 
S P E C I A L I S T S:  A l l 
phases of plumbing 
services and repairs, 
leakypipes and drains, 
ho t  water  heaters , 
t o i l e t s ,  g a r b a g e 
d i sposa l s ,  k i t chen 
sinks and faucets, tub 
and shower valves, 
and more. Call for a 
free estimate! Quality, 
professional work at 
affordableprices. Fully 
licensed and insured 
-Discounts available for 
seniors -Call Justin 203-
440-5496.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
R

E3
-2

0-
20

CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

R
E9
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Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.

Deal Direct With Owner – No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

SM

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
E4

-3
-2

6

860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 
VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS

Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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Freshen Up for Spring!

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs • Carpentry
• Ceiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E8
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24Call Today!

KATE 202602 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202606 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202603 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202604 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202607 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202605 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell
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Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

P A I N T I N G  - 
R E M O D E L I N G : 
I n t e r i o r - E x t e r i o r . 
W a t e r  d a m a g e , 
Ceil ing-Wall Repair, 
Wal lpaper removal , 
Cabinet ref inishing, 
Power washing, Deck 
&  House  s ta in i ng /
paint ing,  Carpentry 
jobs.  #0674321. Fully 
Insured, Free Estimates,  
K&D Painting. Call Kris 
860-463-5246.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
install INSTALLATION, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. PAVERS, PATIO, 
TILE AND BATHROOM 
R E M O D E L ,  A L L 
MASONRY REPAIRS. 
Licensed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
C
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Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
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-2
4-

26

HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE

GENERAL
    CONTRACTOR
                   BUILDER

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

FINANCING
      AVAILABLE
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Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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6Your Neighborhood Painters

877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

C
IT

3-
20

-2
5

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Would you like your 
home to SHINE LIKE 

A GRAND PIANO?
Professional Log Home 

Restoration
Finishing, Refinishing & Maintenance
WE OFFER SUPERIOR CUSTOM PAINTING,
RAFTSMANSHIP, KNOWLEDGE & SERVICE

Let those of us who served...
serve you.
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Veteran’s Painting & Restoration

Call John at 518.538.8096
Local, National & International References

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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FOR SALE
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

TAG SALES

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
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PAINTING

AUTOMOTIVE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE June 5 - June 11 
Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Boar’s Head 
American Cheese      

$4.99lb.
Save $3.00lb!

Spring Favorites!Spring Favorites!

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials
Arizona Teas
All Var. 12-Pack Cans
138 oz.

Duke Mayonnaise
30 oz.

Newman’s
Salad Dressings
All Var. 16 oz.

Ocean Spray
100% Juice
All Var. 64 oz.

Chex Snack Mix
All Var. 8 oz.

Oreo Cookies    
All Var. 13-15 oz.

Green Mountain
K-Cups
All Var.
10-Count

Francesco Rinaldi
Pasta Sauce
All Var. 24 oz.

Peter Pan Peanut Butter     
All Var. 16.3 oz.

$7.99 $1.99 $2.99

$4.99 $2.99 $4.99

$4.99 $5.99 $3.99

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Turkey Hill Ice Cream     
All Var. 48 oz.

Celeste Pizza For One     
All Var. 5-6 oz.

Mrs T’s Pierogies    
All Var. 14-16.9 oz.

Best Yet
Shredded Cheeses
All Var. 8 oz.

Philly Cream Cheese
8 oz.

Minute Maid
Zero Sugar Drinks    
All Var. 52 oz.

$1.99 $2.99 $2.49

$3.99 $1.49 $2.99

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head 
Pitcraft Turkey

Boar’s Head
Cracked 
Peppermill 
Turkey

Southern
Bi-Color Corn

Premium Granny 
Smith Apples

Tomatoes
On The Vine

$12.99lb. $12.99lb.5 for $3.99 $1.59lb. $1.99lb.
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$13.99lb. $1.99lb. $3.49lb. $.75lb.

$16.99 $9.99lb. $9.99lb.

$2.99 $6.99 $4.99 $2.99lb.

USDA Prime 
Sirloin Steaks

Bone-In
Chicken Thighs

Lean Boneless 
Pork Chops

Chicken Leg 
Quarters 10lb Bag

Kretschmar
Honey Ham
Off The Bone

Cornershop 
Mozzarella Cheese

Dietz & Watson 
Bbq Chicken 
Breast

Bubba Burgers     
All Var. 32 oz. Box

Fresh Baked 
Italian Bread 19 oz.

Fresh Baked 
Chocolate Chip 
Muffins 4-Pack 20 oz

Two Bite
Mini Cupcakes
All Var. 10 oz.

California
Green Grapes

$5.99lb.

 

Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
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CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

ESTATE SALE: 375 
Olde Stage Road, Gla
stonbury. June 5-6, 9-12. 
Packed house, Antiques, 
furniture, lamps, Vera 
Bradley bags, corning 
ware, glassware, bake
ware,  sweaters, coats, 
bedding.

HUGE TAG SALE: 
Tools, hardware, small 
k i t chen app l i ances, 
c lothing,  household 
items, Hot Wheels, col
lectibles, and more! 
Saturday, 9am-12pm. 
292 Wall Street, Hebron. 
Early Birds Pay Double.

FOR SALE: 2010 Mer
cedes Benz E350 4 mat
ic. 194,000 miles, great 
condition. $3500.00 Call 
860-978-0587.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

M O V I N G  S A L E : 
Saturday, 6/6, 7:30am-
2pm. 100 Surrey Lane, 
Glastonbury. Rain date 
Sunday, 6/7. Furniture, 
Tools, New Appliances, 
Antiques and Records.  
Some free items.

TAG SALE: Church of 
St. Andrew the Apostle, 
331 Orchard St, Rocky 
Hill. Saturday June 13th 
8am-4pm and Sunday 
June 14th 9am-12pm 
$0.50 admission. Early 
birds Saturday 7-8am 
$5 admission. Purchase 
bags to fill $5 Saturday 
3-4pm and Sunday 9am-
12pm.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG 
SALE: Saturday 6/6/26 
and 6/7/26, 8-1pm, 11 
Bermuda Road, Weth
ersfield. Clean, quality 
items, reasonably priced. 
Kitchen table and chairs, 
singer sewing machine, 
lazy boy recliner, fishing 
pole and reel, kitchen
ware, furniture, clocks, 
vacuum, back packs, 
sleeping bag, clothing, 
foot ware, home décor, 
silverware, linens, area 
rugs, baby stuff, cos
tume jewelry, framed art, 
computer monitor, queen 
bed. Wells to Sherburne 
to Bermuda.
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ON THE COLCHESTER TOWN GREEN
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CRAFTS & FOODTRUCKS 

CRAFTS & FOODTRUCKS 

TAG SALE

 ITEMS! TAG SALE

 ITEMS! 

9AM-2PM

RE  6-5-26

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24

STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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HEATED RIVALRIESHEATED RIVALRIES
JUNE 23-28


