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Bacon Graduates Bound for Great Things

At last week’s commencement ceremony for the Bacon Academy Class of 2026, senior class 
officers Kylie Boerenko (president), Bela Dec (vice president), Kiley Filloramo (treasurer) and 
Emma Aivaliotis (secretary) took turns announcing the names of the graduating students.

By Toriana Williams
On Friday, June 12, fickle weather forced 

Colchester’s Bacon Academy to move its gradu-
ation ceremony indoors, trading the open air 
of Dodd Stadium for the familiar walls of the 
school gymnasium. Yet, if anyone worried the 
change in venue might have diminished the 
significance of the evening, the Class of 2026 
proved otherwise.

The gym was alive with excitement long be-
fore the first diploma was awarded. A sea of blue 
and gold caps and gowns flowed in the room as 
families, friends and faculty packed the seats.

Cheers echoed through the building as grad-
uates made their entrance. Proud parents waved 
signs adorned with their students’ faces and 
others held oversized letters spelling out their 
names. The atmosphere was incredibly joyful, 
as one might expect.

Graduation always seems like it will just be 
a commencement ceremony. However, it truly 
was a celebration of growth, perseverance, 
friendship and the countless moments that 
shaped the lives of 2026 graduates.

Valedictorian Charlotte Garlarneau captured 
the spirit of the class by reminding her class-
mates that no single story could ever fully rep-
resent their shared experience.

“When I think of a speech given at a high 
school graduation,” she said, “I think of a single 
address that summarizes the high school expe-
rience.” But as she began reflecting on the past 
four years, she discovered something important.

“When I actually sat down to do this, though, 
I very quickly realized it was much more diffi-
cult than I had thought,” she continued. “In fact, 

it was impossible.”
Looking across the gym at rows of students 

dressed in blue caps and gowns, Galarneau 
acknowledged how easy it might be to see the 
graduation class as one unified group. Yet, be-
neath those matching robes were dozens of 
unique journeys.

“Sitting here today as a class, we certainly 
look alike,” Garlarneau said. “It’s tempting to 
think of us as a single entity, with a single story.” 

Instead, she celebrated the individuality that 
defined the Class of 2026.

“We are individuals as well,” she said. “Each 
of us with a different story at Bacon Academy. 

Each of us with our own unique strengths and 
weaknesses.”

Drawing from her own experience on the 
school’s fencing team, Galarneau described how 
Bacon helped her transform from a shy fresh-
man into a confident senior. 

“Being on the team helped me to come out 
of my shell,” she said. “I became friends with so 
many people that I may otherwise have never 
spoken to.”

Garlarneau’s message encouraged classmates 
to recognize the lessons that shaped them per-
sonally – whether those lessons involved con-
fidence, perseverance, well-being or even the 
challenge of managing time.

“Whatever it is that you take away from your 
own experience at Bacon Academy, keep it with 
you,” she said.

As the graduates prepared to begin new chap-
ters, Galarneau offered a final challenge:

“Follow your own callings and your own 
strengths, no matter what you see those around 
you doing or what they expect you to do.”

She concluded with a powerful expression of 
faith in her classmates.

 “Each one of us has an ability or a perspec-
tive that sets us apart from those around us,” she 
said, “and I know that because of this: every one 
of us will achieve great things.”

While Galarneau celebrated the unique paths 
that brought each graduate to commencement 
night, salutatorian Benjamin Buyniski reflected 
on the shared journey that united the class.

Grads Look to Future Without Fear of Mistakes
By Anne Lilburn

RHAM’s graduation on Tuesday night was 
a festive occasion, with bursts of airhorns and 
confetti cannons (along with the occasional 
backflip from a graduating senior) punctuating 
the celebratory event.

The 189 members of the Class of 2026 en-
tered to “Pomp and Circumstance,” played by 
the RHAM High School Wind Ensemble, and 
heard performances from the RHAM chorus, 
including the national anthem and Billy Joel’s 
“Vienna.”

Class President Brenna D’Amico offered the 
welcome speech, in which she quoted Stevie 
Nicks in Fleetwood Mac’s classic song, “Land-
slide”:

“Well I’ve been afraid of changing, because 
I’ve built my life around you,” she quoted. “But 
time makes you bolder, even children get older, 
and I’m getting older, too.”

The song was a reminder, she said, that 
“change is not something to fear, but something 
to embrace.” 

“Time shapes us, challenges us and helps us 
grow into people we’d never imagined becom-
ing. As we graduate and step into a new chapter, 

we may not know what lies ahead, but like the 
song suggests, growth comes from being willing 
to face change rather than run from it.”

The night’s featured speaker was Brendan 
Hall, a documentary filmmaker, best known for 
Out There: A National Parks Story. A member 
of the RHAM High School Class of 2012, Hall 
spoke of his success since graduating, from his 
filmmaking achievements to the opportunities 
his career has afforded him, including visiting all 
seven continents and being a finalist for a space 
expedition. Along the way, he joked, he had 
both appeared on the Today show and “even on 
the cover of the Rivereast.” None of that would 
have been possible, he said, without the support 
he had gotten while a student at RHAM.

“You are surrounded by the friends and fam-
ily who will be there for you in the years to 
come,” he told the graduates, before reminding 
them, “This is your community, and never for-
get where you came from.”

“Everyone knows something that you don’t,” 
he encouraged the graduates to remember, 
“and everyone is going through much harder 
challenges than you realize. In years ahead, 

each of you will be the hero of your own story, 
and you’ll be faced with questions of how you 
want to engage with the world: Do I want to be 
kind to this stranger? Do I want to listen to this 
teacher? Do I want to handle this situation in 
a way that I’m proud of? Choose wisely, every 
decision you make has a butterfly effect.”

The class salutatorian, Aria Lagace, said she 
was challenged while writing her speech for the 
evening, noting that she struggled to find mo-
ments she wanted to share with the audience. 
Until her junior year, she said, she had rarely 
engaged in class or spoke with people she did 
not already know well. 

Lagace said that changed only when she fi-
nally realized that “the person who judges you 
most harshly is yourself. Everyone else is too 
busy worrying about their own lives, their own 
insecurities and their own mistakes to spend 
too much time focusing on yours.” 

Realizing that, she said, gave her courage, and 
she hoped her fellow graduates would find some 
of that courage as well.

“I think many of us spend so much time wait-
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• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

R
E5

-2
-2

5

Cobalt 
Wine & Liquors 

860-993-1385

BUD/ BUD Light 18 pk Cans...$16.99
COORS Light 18 pk Cans...$16.99
MILLER Light 18 pk Cans...$16.99
SIP OF SUNSHINE 4pk Cans...$13.99
GREY SAIL Captain Daughters...$13.99
BACK EAST ice cream man 4pk Cans $13.99
SEA HAG 6pk Cans....$9.99
MICHELOB ULTRA 12pk Blt/Cans....$13.99
GARAGE 24pk Cans.$23.99

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC 750ML...$11.99
THE BEACH ROSE  750ML...$14.99
LA MARCA PROSECCO  750ML...$17.99
90+ PROSECCO  750ML....$11.99
JOSH PROSECCO  750ML...$15.99
SANTA MARGARITA PINOT GRIGIO  
750ML...$23.99

WINES

BEERS

VODKA

RUM & WHISKEY

CASAMIGOS BLANCO  750ML...$42.99
CASAMIGOS REPOSADO 750ML...$44.99
ESPOLON BLANCO   750ML...$29.99
ESPOLON REPOSADO  750ML...$29.99
ESPOLON REPOSADO  1.75L...$57.99
PATRON SILVER  750ML...$42.99
DON JULIO BLANCO  750ML...$44.99
SOMPREO TEQUILA  750ML....$16.99

TEQUILA

CUTWATER  4PK....$13.99
JACK DANIELS  4PK...$12.99
FISHER ISLAND LEMONADE...$17.99
SUN CRUISER  8PK CANS...$16.99
SURF SIDE  8PK CANS...$16.99

COCKTAILS

Discount Beer, Wine & Liquors 
Your Local One stop shop
Biggest & Discounted Liquors store in Town

367-371 West High St., Cobalt, CT • MON-SAT 10-8 • SUN 10-5

CAPT. MORGAN RUM  1.75L....$27.99
BACARDI SUPERIOR RUM  1.75L...$19.99

FIND US ONNot responsible for typographical errors. 
Sale ends 6/30/2026

White Claw 
Truly 
Corona Extra 12pk Blt/Can
Heineken 12pk Blt/Can
Blue Moon
Sam Adams
Twisted Tea

30 Pack Cans...
Budweiser
Bud Light
Coors Light
Miller Light

ABSOLUT Vodka

GREY GOOSE  1.75L...$44.99
SMIRNOFF VODKA  1.75L...$19.99
FLIGHT VODKA  1.75L...$16.99
SVEDKA VODKA  1.75L...$17.99

Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc 750ML ...$13.99
Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc 750ML ...$13.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay 750ML...$11.99
Cavit Pinot Grigio 1.5L...$11.99

Woodbridge 1.5L...$10.99
Barefoot 1.5L...$11.99
Yellowtail 1.5L...$10.99

Whispering Angel 
Rose WineSPECIAL $2999

Makers Mark 900  750ml
Bullet 750ml....$29.99
KNOB CREEK BOURBON 750ML....$35.99
BASIL HAYDEN...$37.99

SPECIAL $2999  

Jameson Irish Whiskey30 Pack Cans
Busch
Busch Light
Natural Ice
Natural Light
Pabst Blue Ribbon

SPECIAL $2599  SPECIALS

SPECIAL  $1999

SPECIAL   $2699

SPECIALS   $1599

SPECIAL   $2099

GRAND
OPENING!

Serving Cobalt,
Colchester,

East Haddam,
East Hampton & 

Moodus
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

Lakeside Bar & Grill is the place where
the locals go to dine, drink, and socialize.

Our menu features dishes assembled from
the freshest ingredients, sure to bring
bold and inspiring flavor into your life.

81 N. Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-467-6891
www.lakesidebar-grill.com

NEW MENU!
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Join Us For FATHER’S DAY!
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
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MARGARET WILCOX TEAM

$685,000 GLASTONBURY 

3 ISLAND 

$149,000 EAST HAMPTON

JUST LISTED!

YOUR VERY OWN ISLAND!

34 INDIAN HILL TRAIL

$549,000 GLASTONBURY

JUST LISTED!

114 LAKE DRIVE

$575,000 EAST HAMPTON

UNDER

CONTRACT!

78 SOUTH BUCKBOARD LN

$749,900 MARLBOROUGH

UNDER

CONTRACT!

406 EASTBURY HILL ROAD

$957,500 EAST HAMPTON

$1,102,500 GLASTONBURY

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!

$1,460,000 GLASTONBURY 

2163 MAIN STREET54 BISSELL RIDGE ROAD

$700,000 HEBRON

SOLD! SOLD!

43 EAST HIGH STREET

38 BALSAM LANDING97 NICOLE DRIVE

$880,000 GLASTONBURY

SOLD!

$995,000 EAST HAMPTON

74 SPELLMAN POINT

PENDING!

LICENSED IN CT & FL 218 NEW LONDON TPKE, GLASTONBURY

CALL MARGARET
860.916.3517

NEED A LITTLE MORE
ROOM FOR ALL OF

DAD'S HOBBIES?

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY

112 SPRING STREET

$495,000 GLASTONBURY

UNDER

CONTRACT!

MAYBE IT'S
TIME TO BUY.

MAYBE IT'S
TIME TO BUY.

TO ALL THE DADS AND
FATHER FIGURES!
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RHAM Youth Baseball Launches Challenger Division 

RHAM Youth baseball has launched the Challenger Division, allowing youth of all 
ability levels the opportunity to play America’s favorite pastime. 

RHAM Youth Baseball has announced the 
launch of its new Challenger Division, provid-
ing children and young adults with physical, 
intellectual, and developmental disabilities the 
opportunity to experience the game of baseball 
in a supportive and inclusive environment.

The Challenger Division is designed to ensure 
that every player has the chance to participate, 
build friendships, develop confidence, and en-
joy being part of a team. The program empha-
sizes fun, sportsmanship, teamwork, and com-
munity engagement while adapting the game to 
meet the needs of each participant.

Eric May, the president of RHAM Youth 
Baseball, stated the mission is to “provide an 
opportunity for the youth in our community to 
play baseball at all ability levels.” 

“The Challenger program truly exemplifies 
this mission, as it allows us to provide that op-
portunity to everyone, including athletes with 
disabilities, and gives them the same chance to 
learn and grow to love the game of baseball,” 
added May, “Shawn Cyr deserves a tremendous 
amount of credit for spearheading this pro-
gram and doing all the legwork to get it off the 
ground. We hope this initial offering will spark 
greater participation going forward.”

Cyr, a longtime youth baseball coach and ad-
vocate for creating opportunities for all children 
to succeed both on and off the field, is the man-
ager of the team. 

“By taking a strength-based approach, we 
focus on what our athletes can already do and 
then modify or adapt as necessary,” Cyr stated. 
“The Challenger Division allows every athlete 
to experience the excitement of being part of a 
team, making memories, and playing baseball. 
In addition, I am thankful for all of the support 
provided by our buddies. We couldn’t provide 
this program without them.” 

The Challenger Division joins a growing 
movement across Little League programs na-
tionwide to make baseball accessible to all par-
ticipants regardless of ability. Games and activi-
ties are tailored to each athlete’s needs, with the 
support of volunteer buddies, coaches, and fam-
ily members.

RHAM Youth Baseball’s hope is that the pro-
gram will not only enrich the lives of Challenger 
athletes, but also strengthen the entire baseball 
community by fostering inclusion, empathy, 
and connection.

This spring, the team played a condensed 
season as a pilot, but Cyr said the goal is to, 
“Recruit more players, expand the season, and 
eventually play with other Challenger teams 
hosted by local towns,” 

For more information, including volunteer 
opportunities and future registration infor-
mation, please contact RHAM Youth Baseball 
Challenger’s Division at RHAMChallenger-
Baseball@gmail.com.

CHOREs & TASKs – Job Opportunity for Teens
Are you a teen looking for summer work? 

AHM Youth and Family Services’ CHOREs & 
TASKs program is currently in need of teens 
aged 14-18 to work two-hour shifts for senior 
citizens age 60 and up living in Andover, Co-
lumbia, Hebron and Marlborough. 

Senior citizens have chores completed at no 
charge around their home and yard. Teenag-
ers age 14-18 can earn minimum wage and 

can choose multiple 2-hour shifts, a letter of 
recommendation for active involvement in the 
program, and learn communication, scheduling 
and time-management skills. Teens are paid by 
AHM Youth & Family Services.

For more information on these programs, 
and to apply for work, visit tinyurl.com/ahm-
chores.

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration 
Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool 

Summer Camp is open for all towns. The 
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa 
classroom and play yard at RHAM High 
School, and is for children ages 3-5 who have 
not yet started kindergarten. 

Hours are 9 a.m.-noon Monday through 
Friday. Families can choose to enroll for one 
to eight weeks. Children must turn 3 by Sept. 1 
and be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/Community/Program?category=4.  Fi-
nancial aid may be available for families who 
qualify by filling out the form at: ahmyouth.
org/program-scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at bec-
kym@ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.

Summer Programs
at AHM

This summer, AHM Youth and Family Ser-
vices is offering programs for all ages, including 
First Steps in Music, Forest Fun, Brush, Braid 
& Bond, Macrame’ Headbands, Yoga for Kids, 
and more.

Registration is open now, at www.ahmyouth.
org.

High School Plans
to Destroy Records

Confidential special education records and 
academic records for those students who gradu-
ated or withdrew from RHAM High School in 
2020 will be destroyed after July 10.

Records may be obtained prior to this date by 
contacting the special education office at 860-
228-5302.

See More RHAM News, page 9
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
Some years ago, shortly after we were married, my wife and I stopped at an indoor flea 

market in Upstate New York on our way to someplace I can’t remember. And there, taking up 
an entire table of its very own among the clutter of chipped china, old frying pans and antique 
apple corers, was a true gem: a magnificent stuffed moose head with massive antlers.  Only 
lightly motheaten, it was priced at about $450.  A bargain, I thought.

When (with the pitiful ignorance of a newlywed)  I suggested that this treasure would not 
only decoratively fill the empty wall over our bed, it also had a practical purpose in that it 
could serve as my personal clothes rack, I was told: 1) We didn’t have a spare 25 cents, never 
mind $450; 2) It wouldn’t fit in the car; 3) If we tied it to the top of the car, all the remaining 
fur would probably blow off; 4) She wasn’t about to have some dead animal watching her sleep; 
and 5) I had to be crazy.

Actually, she already had me at #1. The rest was gratuitous.  Nevertheless, I often think back 
on that moose head and sometimes it comes up in the course of conversation, mostly when 
I’ve been drinking and starting to feel nostalgic.  Or deprived.

Fast forward to a week ago when we met my sister and her husband to spend a morning 
trekking through this enormous “antiques warehouse” operation in Hudson, NY.  I don’t know 
what the original building was used for – some kind of manufacturing, I suppose – but it had 
to be the size of four Walmarts combined.  This place had everything from massive architec-
tural salvage (like entire Victorian doorways and old store cabinet units, some of which mea-
sured at least 20 feet long and were probably 12 feet high) to booths with racks of “vintage” 
clothes, old magazines and rusty muskrat traps.

And then, there it was.  Not just a moose head. Oh no. 
This was an ENTIRE stuffed moose.
It reclined in a glass display case about the size of my dining room, gazing majestically out 

over an endless array of other people’s junk, its view only partially blocked by a stuffed giraffe 
(more about the giraffe in a moment) and a really weird set of andirons made in the form of 
two googly-eyed owls. 

But the moose! Ah, the moose. The inside of the case had been arranged as a woodland 
tableau, with little bushes and moss and stuff as though the creature was actually resting in its 
own natural habitat. It looked quite lifelike for something that was actually quite dead. 

Apparently, the present owner of the moose had purchased the contents of a natural history 
museum or something because the moose had companions. This section of the building was 
inhabited by a whole taxidermy zoo of stuffed creatures, including a palomino pony (complete 
with saddle) against the far wall, another glass case with two deer sparring with their antlers, 
and a stuffed piglet (priced at $4,500) hanging from the ceiling. And then of course there was 
the aforementioned giraffe (priced at $32,000), which had to be at least 15 feet tall, just stand-
ing there patiently, waiting for a new home with adequate ceilings.  

My sister, who thinks she’s pretty amusing (and being sick and tired of my oft-told moose 
head in New York story), suggested that I should buy the giraffe for my wedding anniversary. 
I could put it in the living room, she added, cutting a hole in the ceiling so its head would 
project up through the floor of the upstairs bedroom.    

I paid her no mind. My attention was fixed on the moose, priced at a mere (compared to the 
giraffe, at least) $9,500.  I was still admiring the beast when my wife wandered by and – know-
ing trouble when she sees it – stopped abruptly. 

“It’s $9,500,” I said, without taking my eyes away.
Gently taking my arm, she observed,  as she might to a 5-year-old child, that: 1)  While she 

didn’t drink the stuff herself,  $9,500  would buy a hell of a lot of beer; 2) The moose wouldn’t 
fit in the car; 3) It had a motheaten spot on the top of its head (this was hardly noticeable, in 
my opinion); 4) We’d never be able to get the display case into the house, nor would it fit in 
any of our rooms if we could; 5) It was dead;  and 6) If I was serious about this thing, I  had to 
be crazy.

I told her not to worry.  She had me on #1. 
Jim Hallas

Softball Stars… On Saturday, June 13, the Portland 10U All-Star Softball team 
won the D’Amico Tournament in East Hampton. Pictured are, top row: Coach 
Lindsey MacDonald, Coach Amanda Morgan, Alexa Fotopolous, Emelia Moss, 
Zoe Greiner, Lindsey Dickson, Seraphina Kelley and Coach Ingrid Moss; bottom 
row: Paige Campbell, Kyleigh Morgan, Brielle Farmer, Chelsea MacDonald, Emily 
Slipkowski and Gretta Chenier.

As we go on, we remember
All the times we had together
And as our lives change, come whatever
We will still be friends forever
If you’re of a certain age, you no doubt re-

member those words. They’re from a song 
that was huge in the year 2000, and which 
is particularly relevant for this time of year: 
“Graduation (Friends Forever)” by pop artist 
Vitamin C. 

I was a few years removed from my high 
school graduation by the time the song was 
tearing up the charts, but I was still young 
enough to know how big it was. And trust me, 
it was everywhere.  The song had faded a bit 
from popularity by the time I graduated col-
lege in 2001 (the pop music world moves fast), 
but the lyrics were more about high school 
graduations anyway. 

I often think of the song when it gets to be 
June, and the area high schools start holding 
their graduations. Which means it was on my 
mind this week – as it’s once again graduation 
week in the Rivereast!

In this week’s paper, there are stories about 
graduation ceremonies at all four of the high 
schools in Rivereast-land. As you’ve likely no-
ticed by now, two of them are on the cover, 
and the other two are sprinkled inside. We’ve 
also jammed in as many photos from the cer-
emonies as we can fit, but if you want to see 
more, be sure to check out our Facebook page, 
at www.facebook.com/RivereastNewsBulle-
tin. There are many more photos there, as well 
as a video or two!

In the meantime, congratulations to all the 
high school graduates out there! Best of luck 
with your many adventures still to come. And 

remember the words of Colleen Fitzpatrick 
(sorry to disappoint, but Vitamin C is just 
a stage name): “I keep thinking that it’s not 
goodbye; Keep on thinking it’s our time to fly.”

* * *
Speaking of school days, last week we had 

our first heat wave of the summer season. By 
the latter half of the week, it was pretty freak-
ing toasty out. So it wasn’t surprising to see 
some schools had early dismissal on Thursday 
(and I think on Friday as well) due to the heat. 
Announcements were shared on Facebook – 
and, right on cue, there were comments from 
people who went to high school in the ‘60s, 
‘70s, ‘80s, and even ‘90s, with the “back in my 
day…..” whining. 

All of the comments said more or less the 
same thing: “I went to school when it was hot 
out and I was fine; these kids should do the 
same thing.”

I went to high school in the ‘90s, and mine 
certainly didn’t have air conditioning. So yes, 
I remember those days when it got up into the 
90s, and just how miserable it was in those 
classrooms. I remember the teachers would 
bring in window fans and place them on the 
floor, and would turn all the lights off, just in 
an attempt to keep things cool. It was futile, 
though; my classmates and I would still be 
sitting there, sweating away, unable to focus 
on anything but how many minutes until the 
clock struck 2 and we could finally leave that 
sweat box. 

Yes, I lived. But that doesn’t mean I’d wish 
it on other people – certainly not the youth 
of today. If kids don’t have to deal with sitting 
there in that stifling heat, why should they? 

Kings, Not Leaders
To the Editor:

Monday night’s Tri-Board meeting confirmed 
something many residents have suspected for a 
long time: Colchester does not have leaders. We 
have kings.

The budget was rejected by voters in a land-
slide. Not by a few votes. Not by a narrow 
margin. It failed by roughly two to one. In any 
healthy democracy, that would be a message im-
possible to ignore. Instead, our elected officials 
have chosen to listen to the small minority that 
agrees with them while dismissing the over-
whelming majority of taxpayers who could not 
have spoken more clearly.

What was most striking Monday night was 
not the discussion of cuts. It was who was ex-
pected to bear them.

Once again, the proposed reductions largely 
avoid the departments and positions of the peo-
ple who created these budgets in the first place. 
Once again, the burden falls on everyone else. 
Employees are asked to take unpaid days. Work-
ers are asked to accept pay freezes. Teachers are 
left wondering whether their jobs are safe. Yet 
the people making those decisions refuse to 
even discuss sharing the sacrifice themselves.

Our leaders are willing to sign off on employ-
ees losing three days of pay, but become out-
raged when anyone suggests examining their 
own raises, their own departments, or their own 
positions.

We’ve seen this movie before. Not long ago, 

Deferring the Problem?
To the Editor:

June 15th’s budget meeting, where the board 
discussed using savings and funds previously 
earmarked for other town projects such as 
roads, left me with a question: Isn’t using these 
funds simply deferring the budget problem to 
next year?

The budget was voted down. That result 
seems to call for actual reductions in spend-
ing, not shifting money around to preserve an 
increase. Moving money may avoid difficult de-
cisions today, but it does not eliminate the un-
derlying issue.

The majority of the Board of Finance appears 
more interested in finding a way around the vot-
ers’ decision than addressing the concerns that 
led to it. Using reserves and redirecting funds 
may create the appearance of reducing the mill 
rate without actually reducing spending. It may 
make the numbers work on paper, but taxpayers 
will still face the consequences later.

The cost does not disappear. It simply gets 
pushed into next year’s budget cycle, where 
residents will likely find themselves having the 
same debate again while carrying the burden of 
this year’s spending and any additional increas-
es proposed next year.

East Hampton residents should watch this 
process carefully. Voters rejected the budget 
because they wanted spending addressed, not 
moved from one account to another.

Shannon Turner – East Hampton 
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       103 NELKIN ROAD, COLCHESTER     
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To toughen them up? To prepare them for air-
conditioned worlds of college and/or office 
cubicles? 

Moreover, things change from when you 
were a kid. Did I get early dismissals on overly 
hot days? No. But I also didn’t have active 
shooter drills either. Not every change is for 
the better.

Plus, unless you have a son or daughter in 

that particular school that’s dismissing early 
and you need to figure out if you can leave 
work early to let them into the house, why do 
you care? Really, what concern is it of yours? 
Let kids be comfortable.

* * *
See you next week – and again, congratula-

tions to all of the high school graduates.

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

Forensic Audit
To the Editor:

It appears this story was told to Rivereast by 
the same people involved in this cover up. If we 
are to believe what they say, they were nothing 
but pawns in this fiasco, even though they knew 
about it over a year ago and said nothing. So 
now they are covering their butts by deflecting 
it on Sullivan and Linkkila and of course they 
are unable to defend themselves as of now.

All those in office at the time this took place 
should be asked to resign and if they won’t, re-
member this at election time, for those in an 
elected office. 

I read an article in the East Haddam News. 
There is a proposal for a new firehouse at the 
cost of $15 million; this includes a 14,500-sq.-
ft. facility fitting 8-10 pieces of equipment, bunk 
rooms, storage rooms and decontamination 
with holding tanks and laundry facilities. We 
in Colchester get artificial grass and a couple of 
dugouts costing $20 million. Go figure. 

Frank Grande – Colchester

Believing
To the Editor:

We all believe what we want to believe. I am 
struck by recent letters to the editor regarding 
the health insurance debacle, how each side en-
treats us to read the full audit report. Quotes are 
referenced asserting that they prove the conten-
tions of the writer (proponent and opponent). 
Realistically, they both can’t be right! Further, 
although I am a relatively conscientious and 
engaged citizen, I will not spend my time read-
ing the audit report. Why not? Because I would 
read it and come away with what I believe to be 
the truth, supporting my existing opinion(s). I 
would interpret the report. That is how humans 
work. 

I am not suggesting that either side is prevari-
cating or obfuscating; only that the waters are 
muddied by our preconceived notions. If you 
don’t like a budget, anything that argues against 
it will be deemed accurate and valid. If you 
agree with a budget, you believe that the authors 
of that budget are honest, well-intentioned citi-
zens doing the best they can with the resources 
at hand. None of us can be truly objective. It is 
not human nature. 

Further, not only can’t we be objective, most 
of us can’t even apply our subjective criteria 
consistently! Case in point: if one thinks that lo-
cal politicians are conniving and crooked, then 
one should also see regional and national politi-
cians in the same light. Call out transgressions 
consistently!

John Barnowski – Colchester
Note: Barnowski is a member of the Colchester 

Democratic Town Committee but said he is writ-
ing as a private citizen.

Financial Moves
To the Editor:

Monday night’s Board of Finance meeting 
was enlightening. The people of East Hamp-
ton are lucky to have individuals who are very 
knowledgeable in the world of finances to serve 
the public good. That said, I couldn’t help but 
notice the discussions were carried heavily by 
the Democratic majority on how to move for-
ward and help alleviate the current situation at 
hand, getting a budget to the people that can be 
accepted. 

Dan Finn presented a solid plan to pay down 
future CIP debts to help lower the mill rate. This 
was met with opposition, not in an exact argu-
ment but in a generalized response of “No, we’ll 
have to agree to disagree” by Jim Radavich who 
would rather have the excess funds of this year 
just sit in the town’s account, not working to 
help bring down the tax rate. That seems to be 
the RTC slogan when debating; no actual sug-
gestions, just blanket dismissal and disagree-
ment.

 People have asked for out-of-the-box think-
ing and getting things done at the same time. 
I believe the Democrats on the board did just 
that. They have a solid plan to keep services 
while also lowering the projected mill rate.

Rick Wanat – East Hampton

Thanks from Garden Club
To the Editor:

What a great day on the Colchester Town 
Green last Sunday! We wanted to take a mo-
ment to thank everyone who stopped by our 
booth at the CBA’s Tag Sale on the Green. It was 
fun to help customers with their purchases, to 
chat with so many people, and to answer ques-
tions. 

We want to thank: The Colchester Business 
Association for holding this wonderful commu-
nity event and: Jack Faski and Julie Shilosky for 
donating their spaces for our use; Members of 
our club for their donations of plants and their 
time; These local businesses for their donations: 
Ballek’s Garden Center, Burnett’s Country Gar-
dens, Gray House Farms Garden Center, Paul 
and Sandy’s Too, Stop & Shop – Colchester, 
Tractor Supply – Colchester, and Treefort Natu-
rals. 

Your purchases and donations help to fund 
our work which includes maintenance of 7 
community gardens in Colchester, mainte-
nance of 14 town planters, activities with youth, 
activities with seniors, educational programs 
with Friends of Cragin Memorial Library, Col-
chester Free Seed Library, educational booth at 
Colchester Farmers Market, seasonal crafts for 
Meals on Wheels recipients and more. 

If you would like more information about the 
Colchester Garden Club or to make a donation, 
please contact us at colchestergardenclub@ya-
hoo.com or via USPS at P.O. Box 371, Colches-
ter, CT 06415. 

Sincerely, 
Joan Aubin and Mary Spalter

Co-Presidents, Colchester Garden Club

Uncertainty Is Not a Plan
To the Editor:

Monday night’s tri-board budget meeting in 
Colchester was exactly the kind of meeting that 
makes residents lose faith in local government.

Colchester voters rejected both the town and 
Board of Education budgets on May 20. Nearly 
a month later, instead of a revised budget and 
a new referendum date, residents got another 
meeting. More talk. More delay. More hand-
wringing.

Other towns in the Rivereast area have al-
ready moved on to second or third referendums. 
Colchester seems stuck waiting for the “right” 
group of residents to show up and say what of-
ficials want to hear: please do not cut anything.

But the voters already spoke.
The budgets failed. That means cut the bud-

gets and put them back before the people. It 
does not mean stall until July. It does not mean 
search for political cover. It does not mean hold 
endless meetings while taxpayers are ignored 
and employees are left in limbo.

The first selectman, whose proposed town 
budget would increase roughly 25% over three 
years, offered little in the way of meaningful re-
ductions. That is not leadership. That is refusing 
to listen.

A teacher also spoke about staff, crying be-

the Board of Education warned residents that 
a band teacher position would be cut, saving 
roughly $75,000 a year. Then, only months af-
ter the budget passed, it spent nearly $150,000 
remodeling the central office. Just last year we 
were told teachers and programs were at risk if 
the budget failed. Then, less than a month after 
the budget passed, the board rushed to give dis-
graced Superintendent Sullivan a pay raise with 
funds they claimed they didn’t have to spare.

The pattern is impossible to miss. When sac-
rifices are needed, someone else is expected to 
make them. When money becomes available, 
the priorities suddenly shift to themselves.

These are not leaders. Leaders share burdens. 
Leaders listen when voters speak. Leaders hold 
themselves accountable.

What we have instead are elected officials 
who seem to view themselves as untouchable, 
sitting comfortably on a throne above the tax-
payers who pay the bills and the workers actu-
ally making a difference in our lives.

Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

See Letters, page 6
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Adriatic 
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Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin
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cause they have been told their jobs may be at 
risk. That should tell residents everything they 
need to know about the administration’s priori-
ties. When pressure comes, the first people put 
in fear are the classroom teachers, not the ad-
ministrators or central office positions farthest 
from students. Instead of taking responsibility 
for years of rising costs, the administration ap-
pears ready to make teachers the public face of 
the cuts and students the emotional shield for 
administrative spending. That is not leadership. 
It is manipulation.

Dragging this out does not protect staff, stu-
dents, or taxpayers. It only protects elected of-
ficials from having to take responsibility.

People are hurting. Taxes are too high. Vot-
ers rejected the budgets. The message was not 
complicated.

Colchester does not need more meetings de-
signed to soften the result of the vote. It needs 
meaningful reductions, clear direction, and a 
prompt referendum.

The voters are not subjects waiting for in-
structions. They already gave their instructions 
on May 20. It is time for Colchester officials to 
follow them.

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

DPWAC Update
To the Editor:

We had our regular DPWAC meeting this 
past Monday. Things were pretty quiet, no pub-
lic comments and only one attendee online; no 
one in attendance in person. Our full committee 
along with Public Works Director Paul Forrest 
and architect Chris Nardi were there.

We discussed some different types of roofing 
for the bulky waste area, as this was a question 
brought to us from a resident. We also dis-
cussed engineered steel buildings vs masonry 
construction, again another resident question. 
The architects and engineers have investigated 
the splitting of the project in multiple parts. 
With and without the transfer station rebuild. 
With and without the new dog kennel, different 
types of roofing and structures. All of the above-
mentioned items have pros, and cons. Different 
insulation requirements, building lifespan, with 
steel vs masonry. Ultimately, I believe that we 
will be able to have “a la carte” type pricing 
from the architect for us to present to the Town 
Council.

The permitting process is moving along! We 
had a June P&Z presentation and have approval 
with some minor conditions the P&Z requested. 
Still pending is septic approval from Chatham 
Health and CT DEEP for storm water, indus-
trial General and Miscellaneous Industrial User 
permits. The existing well at the Old Colchester 
Road site has been tested and is up to the task 

of supplying plenty of water for the new facility.
I’m sure that this project will be front and cen-

ter after the budget has been settled. As always, 
please email us at DPWAC@hebronct.gov with 
any questions or concerns. We as a committee 
strive to get the best possible outcome for our 
town. We are all residents and taxpayers too!

Sincerely,
Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman

Hebron DPWAC

Affordability Matters
To the Editor:

As Colchester heads toward a second budget 
referendum, residents will once again be asked 
to vote on a plan that would raise taxes at a time 
when many households are already feeling fi-
nancially stretched. At meeting after meeting, 
residents have shared a consistent message: 
things are getting harder to afford. People are 
talking about cutting back on everyday needs 
and, in some cases, relying on credit cards just 

No COC for Marlborough
To the Editor:

It has been said that “Those who cannot re-
member the past are condemned to repeat it.” 
So is the case for those who suggest that Marl-
borough would benefit from sharing a common 
superintendent with Hebron, Andover and 
RHAM. Been there, done that.

Thirty years ago, the three towns and RHAM 
were members of the “Central Office Compact” 
(COC), which shared a common Superinten-
dent and administrative structure. In 1998, 
Marlborough and Andover withdrew from the 
COC. Why? Well, Marlborough Elementary 
School’s building was falling apart, our curricu-
lum was outdated and the school’s policy man-
ual dated from the 1970s. The Superintendent 
was simply stretched too thin and our school 
lacked the attention needed to successfully 
manage it.

You might ask if it was more expensive to 

get our own Superintendent? Nope. It actually 
saved money. And in the following years we 
renovated our school, brought curriculum up 
to date and updated the policy manual, which 
took a year and a half to accomplish.

The result is the building you see today and 
academic scores that are among the highest of 
comparable school systems, all while keeping 
per student costs among the lowest.

As a member of the Marlborough Board 
of Education from 1998 to 2003, I remember 
those years. I remember the hard work required 
to accomplish all that which was necessary to 
undo years of neglect.

So, when I hear people suggest that we return 
to a Central Office, I cringe. It may sound like a 
good idea, but it was proven not to benefit our 
school nor our town.

Simply look at what is going on at RHAM 
from the aspect of fiscal management and it is 
obvious that we can do better with local control. 
Yep, been there, done that.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Note: Hjulstrom is a member of the Marlbor-

ough Board of Finance, but said he is speaking as 
an individual.
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 6/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE6-19-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Friday, June 19th “Amity”
Sunday, June 21st American Metal Whiskey 

Pig Roast/Bike Day
Friday, June 26th “Violent Reign”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

to keep up with basic expenses.
Despite those concerns shared with elected 

officials before the first vote, town leaders sent 
a budget with more than $5 million in addi-
tional spending – an 8% tax increase – to ref-
erendum. Voters overwhelmingly rejected it 
by nearly a 2-to-1 margin. It was a clear signal 
that elected officials were not fully responding 
to residents who had been speaking out, and it 
also showed that affordability is a real issue for 
the community. Since taking office, First Select-
man Dennler’s budgets have increasingly relied 
on fund balance and other one-time revenues 
to cover ongoing costs. While that may provide 
short-term relief, it does not solve the underly-
ing issue. It delays the pressure and pushes it 
into future budgets, where it shows up again, 
burdening taxpayers.

The bigger question now is whether elected 
officials have actually listened to the message 
from voters. When residents speak that clearly 
at the ballot box, they expect meaningful adjust-
ments—not small changes.

Some have argued that voters should simply 
approve the budget to avoid dragging things 
out. But that is not what a referendum is for. It 
is not about convenience or simply moving on. 
It is about whether families can look at their 
own budgets and honestly say they can afford 
another increase in taxes.

At this point, the issue is not just the size of 
the budget. It is whether voter concerns are be-
ing fully heard and reflected in the outcome. 
Government exists to serve the people, not the 
other way around. Public officials are account-
able to the communities they represent, not 
above them. Decisions should be, responsive, 
and made in the public’s best interest. When 
that balance is lost, trust erodes and confidence 
in the process breaks down.

Until they listen, voters are left with only one 
option: to continue voting ‘no.’

Colchester deserves better. 
Cyndee Laribee – Colchester

Political Theater and 
Posturing

To the Editor:
At Monday’s Tri-Board meeting, held June 

15 in the WJJMS Black Box Theater, residents 
should be asking a simple question: Are these 
meetings intended to listen to voters, or to wear 
down the ‘vote no’ movement and dismiss the 
more than 2,000 voters who rejected the budget 
by a nearly 2-to-1 margin?

The message from the electorate was clear. 
Voters rejected the budget and called for a sig-
nificantly lower increase. Yet the response from 
many on these Democratic-controlled boards 
appears to be, “We know better than you.” That 
is not representation; it is a failure to respect the 
will of the voters.

One issue raised Monday night was the possi-
bility of eliminating the district’s band program. 
Many residents strongly opposed that idea. The 
band program has been successful for years and 
should not be placed on the chopping block. Its 
inclusion in budget discussions appears to be 
more about generating an emotional reaction 
than identifying responsible savings.

Residents are growing tired of political pos-
turing, excuses, and endless talking points. 
Public office is not a crown to be worn; it is a 
position of service. Elected officials work for the 
people, not the other way around. Where is the 
respect for the voters who sent a clear message 
at the ballot box?

What reductions are the BOF willing to sup-
port? Taxpayers deserve clear answers, not 
vague statements and delays.

The same themes continue to emerge from 
board leadership: fear, frustration, and lowered 
expectations. Residents are repeatedly told what 
cannot be done rather than being shown what 
can be done. No one is arguing against quality 
schools, essential town services, dedicated em-
ployees, or a strong community. Those priorities 
matter to all of us.

What residents are saying is that affordability 
matters, too.

Families and seniors are making difficult deci-
sions every day. They are deciding whether they 
can afford medications, whether certain grocer-
ies must be left off the shopping list, and whether 
they need to limit driving because of rising costs. 
While town leaders debate budgets, residents are 
dealing with real financial pressures.

No resident should be pressured into support-
ing a budget out of fear that students, seniors, or 
vulnerable populations will suffer. Responsible 
budgeting requires balancing community needs 
with taxpayers’ ability to pay. Those goals are 
not mutually exclusive.

The voters have spoken. The question now is 
whether Town Leadership is Willing to Listen.

Lance Lusignan – Colchester

Colchester Schools are
Relative Bargain

To the Editor:
Colchester schools are not unusually expen-

sive. Compared with many similar districts, 
they’re a bargain.

Colchester spends about $22,187 in net cur-
rent expenditures per pupil – below Connecti-
cut’s statewide average of $22,721. We’re not 
overspending; we’re getting a great deal. I grew 
up in Medina, N.Y., a blue-collar town near Buf-
falo -- a smaller district that spends more per 
student than Colchester. What differs is who 
pays: in Medina, about 76% of school revenue 
comes from state and federal governments; in 
Colchester, it’s 33.5%. But this isn’t a Colchester 
problem – it’s a Connecticut problem. The state 
covers only about 36% of K-12 costs statewide, 

Please Slow Down
To the Editor:

I’m writing on behalf of the residents living 
on Grayville, Reidy Hill and Northam roads in 
Amston with a request for drivers to please slow 
down on these streets. The posted speed limits 
of 25-30 are greatly exceeded by most of the 
people driving in this residential area. Traffic 
and speeds have increased since the bridge work 
commenced on Old Colchester Road.

Both volume and velocity even more notice-
ably amplify during what my wife and I cheek-
ily refer to as “dump days” (when the Hebron 
transfer station is open). Drivers of sizable ve-
hicles – clattering trailers in tow – rocket along 
the residential roads to make it to the transfer 
station before closing time, followed by a lei-
surely return along those same roads once their 
detritus has been successfully removed from 
their lives.

 Somebody is going to get hurt.
 There are several possible steps to amelio-

rating this problem. Installing speed bumps at 
strategic points along these raceways would be 
effective, but I can imagine comments regard-
ing the expense and how these would “interrupt 
traffic flow.” An old friend of mine (he’s in his 
90s) devised a more surgical solution by pur-
posely driving his neighborhood streets exactly 
two miles over the speed limit. He’s not popular 
with those driving behind him trying to bolt 
down the roads he’s on, but his neighbors ap-
plaud him.

Signs often help, although reading them 
while driving requires lifting one’s eyes up from 
one’s phone. Prominent ones include “This is a 
neighborhood, not a racetrack” and “Drive like 
your kids live here.” My friend in the UK (where 

people are more blunt than we are) posted “Kill 
Your Speed, Not a Child.” That one says it all.

I’m aware people who willfully flout the law 
and disregard other’s safety are in the minority. 
Sometimes we’re all behind schedule, just had a 
fight with a loved one, or are momentarily dis-
tracted, so our driving is less than exemplary. 
Keeping in mind the adage “It’s best to arrive to 
your destination a few minutes late in this world 
than a few years early in the next,” all I can do is 
ask that everyone please consider driving more 
mindfully in order to help ensure safety on our 
roads. In fact, why limit this respect to the roads 
I list herein? Why not do it everywhere?

Jeff Barnhart – Amston

one of the lowest shares in the country and be-
low every neighboring state, where the figure 
runs 41% to 45%. The rest falls to local property 
taxpayers, town by town.

That matters because the money comes from 
somewhere – right now, disproportionately 
from your property tax bill. It matters even more 
because Connecticut is not broke: the state has 
posted surpluses for years. We’re choosing to 
keep one of the country’s heaviest local funding 
burdens in place even as the surplus grows.

None of that changes what we owe our own 
kids now. This town needs to fund its schools. 
Whatever our concerns about the state’s model, 
withholding support won’t fix them – it only 
hurts our children. A strong school system 
benefits everyone. Even the larger increase 
that failed at the referendum would have cost 
the average family about $520–$624 a year, or 
$10-$12 a week. Any revised proposal will cost 
less, making the decision easier. Having grown 
up below the poverty line, I know what a solid 
school system is worth – my education in Me-
dina launched my career as a pilot.

Children don’t choose where they live or who 
their parents are. A state as wealthy as Connect-
icut should fully invest in them and close the 
gap between rich and struggling communities.

I have two requests. First, pass the school 
budget and protect our schools. Second, if you 
care about both your schools and your tax bill, 
call our legislators – state Sen. Norm Needle-
man and state Rep. Mark DeCaprio – and urge 
them to fight for a larger state share.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE6-19-26

Family owned & operated

Softshell Crab With
Bell Pepper Rings

and Coleslaw
$27

“Treat Dad to a
delicious seafood meal”

Call or stop in for a menu today!

FATHER’S DAY 
SPECIAL!

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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the patio is now open!

Live Music &
Drink Specials

Every Thursday
5 - 8 p.m.

6/25 - Matt Sperzel
7/2 - Matt Sperzel
7/9 - Ben Arnold

7/16 - Matt Sperzel

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Walk-ins Welcome, Reservations Appreciated — 

Lunch – happy hour – Dinner SpeciaLS
DownStairS Lounge – Drink SpeciaLS
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Father’s Day Pig Roast
Sunday, June 21 - 12-6 pm

$10 Old Forester Manhattans
$5 Mich Ultra Drafts

LIVE BANDS 
ARE BACK

-NO COVER-

Fri., June 19th, 5-7pm
Live Music on the Patio

Come enjoy your 
meal on the patio.
Plenty of parking.

Sat., June 20th, 8-11pm
“Locomotive” 

Two Great 
Bands to Enjoy!

Patio Now 
Open!
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE SERVICES
 

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
 When does a dental problem become an emergency? Some issues need immediate 
attention, while others can wait until your next dental checkup. A dental emergency 
is any problem that requires immediate attention, like severe pain, bleeding that won’t 
stop, the risk of losing a tooth, or an infection. Other examples are a sudden or severely 
painful toothache, sudden swelling in the mouth or jaw, exposed nerves, knocked out 
or fractured teeth, abscesses, and objects lodged in the teeth or gums. Missing fillings 
and crowns can also be considered dental emergencies, due to the risk of further 
damage and infection. If you’re not sure if your issue requires an emergency visit, call 
your dentist to discuss your symptoms. 
 It’s so much easier to prevent a dental tragedy than have to treat it when it turns 
serious. Place your oral health in our capable hands. We’ll work together as a team with 
you to achieve the long-term benefits that quality dentistry affords. You can trust us to 
help you keep on top of a healthy dental profile that will serve you well into your future. 
For routine dental maintenance visits to late-breaking emergencies, please call for an 
appointment. We can make financial arrangements for extensive treatment plans.
 P.S. If you are experiencing a dental emergency, you can request an emergency 
appointment with a dentist, but it may require a trip to the emergency room if no 
immediate appointment is available. 

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE6-19-26 

Every child in Connecticut deserves a high-
quality education, regardless of ZIP code. Get-
ting there means voting ‘yes’ on our schools in 
the next referendum – and fighting for a fairer 
partnership with the state afterward.

Jeremy M. McKenzie – Colchester

Voters Don’t Want
Shell Games

To the Editor:
The voters sent a clear message to East Hamp-

ton town officials in the recent budget referen-
dum: they want less spending and lower taxes.

But at the recent Tri-Board meeting and the 
later Board of Finance meeting, board members 
who suggested actual cuts to spending were 
shut down and belittled by the majority. The 
majority then went on to discuss taking money 
earmarked for our horrible roads, roads that 
every taxpayer depends on, and shutting down 
or significantly reducing the availability of the 
town’s transfer station, which is open to every 
taxpayer, to maintain spending levels elsewhere.

They also want to take surplus funds and use 
them to fund the same budget increase the town 
voted no on. Despite what the majority seems 
to believe, moving dollars from one pot to the 
other is not savings for the taxpayers. It is a 
Band-Aid, not a solution, designed to give the 
voter the false impression they were heard and 
taken seriously.

Instead of listening to voters, they are looking 
to play a shell game by cutting from areas that 
serve all taxpayers, to mask big spending else-
where. The majority do not represent the will 
of the voters; they represent the maintenance of 
big spending and big government, at your ex-
pense.

I do not envy their job, cutting spending in 
areas that provide important services is a thank-
less job. I understand their desire to maintain 
spending, but hard choices need to be made, 
rather than shell games that rob Peter to pay 
Paul. If the job of listening to and acting in 
support of the will of the people is too hard 
for them, then perhaps they should step down. 

There is no shame in that; we are asking them to 
do something difficult that they may not be cut 
out to do.

I hope East Hampton voters remember this 
when we have our next municipal election. The 
taxpayers keep putting people into power that 
ignore us when we vote. On one hand, the vot-
ers put them into power, and on the other they 
wonder why big spending and high taxes are 
pushed on us every budget cycle. We must break 
the cycle and vote them out of office the next 
chance we get.

Bryon Turner – East Hampton

Replay
To the Editor:

If you are curious about the ongoings with 
Hebron’s new Public Works facility, to be locat-
ed at 550 Old Colchester Rd., tune in to related 
town meetings, including the most recent Plan-
ning and Zoning meeting held June 10th. Visit 
HebronCT.com for links. At the most recent 
PZC meeting we heard, and saw, great ideas for 
this long-overdue, new facility. 

First and foremost, as you can well imagine, 
households on the Raymond Brook Watershed 
and beyond, are greatly relieved to see the facil-
ity staying on Old Colchester Road and off the 
watershed’s high water table. We are grateful for 
the residents of Old Colchester Road, and near-
by streets, that have openly supported keeping 
the facility in their neighborhoods. Several peo-
ple, from these neighborhoods, said they like 
having their roads plowed first while others felt 
it would be a shame to develop the watershed. 
Equally important is that our PW employees 
receive updated and safer working conditions. 
The State of CT has stringent new guidelines 
that benefit not only our employees, groundwa-
ter supplies and the public, but the dog kennel 
as well. The new plans, shared at the PZC meet-
ing, show beautiful PW facilities, a new transfer 
station and a terrific looking dog and cat kennel. 

Hebron’s Department of PW Action Com-
mittee has worked diligently to keep the ball 
rolling. They police social media correcting any 
misinformation. They submit regular letters, to 

this paper, which keep us updated about their 
meetings. They include the architects from Sil-
ver Petrucelli and Associates at their meetings. 
SPA has been a great addition to the DPWAC 
and PZC meetings. They are enthusiastic about 
550 OCR and gladly took on the challenge of 
updating our facility at this interesting location. 
They said the views from the new office spaces 
will be lovely. They were also inspired by the 
large amount of sunlight the location provides 
and more. SPA and the DPWAC have dotted 
every I and crossed every T with a sharpened 
pencil. 

So again, if Hebron’s new PW facility interests 
you, be sure to watch the replay of the PZC June 
10th meeting at HebronCT.com. Computer-
drawn images of the new facilities were includ-
ed in the presentation and they show a really 
nice, understated, sleek, modern, design that is 
sure to please. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Healthy Aging Through
Lifelong Learning

To the Editor:
Healthy aging is about more than staying 

physically active, it is about continuing to learn, 
building social connections, and remaining en-
gaged with the world around us.

This summer, the Portland Senior Center is 
excited to offer opportunities for older adults 
to attend Elder School programs at beautiful 
Camp Bethel in Haddam. Participants will en-
joy engaging educational topics, including the 
history of folk music and the Goodspeed Opera 
House, while spending time in a welcoming and 
inspiring environment along the Connecticut 
River.

Research shows that lifelong learning sup-
ports cognitive health, promotes a sense of pur-
pose, and encourages social connection. Pro-
grams like Elder School help reduce isolation, 
foster new friendships, and provide meaningful 
opportunities for personal growth.

Camp Bethel’s ADA-accessible campus en-
sures that individuals of varying abilities can 
participate comfortably, reinforcing the impor-
tance of inclusion and accessibility for all. Par-
ticipants will also enjoy the benefits of spending 
time in nature, which has been shown to im-
prove mood, reduce stress, and support overall 
well-being.

Adding to the experience is a picnic lunch 
overlooking the beautiful Connecticut River, 
offering time to relax, connect, and enjoy good 
company.

At the Portland Senior Center, we believe 
that learning, friendship, and new experiences 
should continue throughout every stage of life. 

Elder School at Camp Bethel is a wonderful ex-
ample of how education, nature, and commu-
nity come together to support healthy aging.

Thanks to grant funding, this enriching ex-
perience is being offered free of charge. Those 
interested in participating are encouraged to 
contact the Portland Senior Center at 860-342-
6761 or register through MyActiveCenter.com, 
as space is limited.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW 
Senior Services Administrator/

Municipal Agent 
Portland Senior Center

Belltown, Talk to RHAM
To the Editor:

The East Hampton TC, BOF, and the BOE 
should go talk to the Hebron, Andover, Marl-
borough (RHAM) officials about how to trim 
the budget. According to the 6/12 Rivereast ar-
ticle, after two failed referendums, the RHAM 
officials were offering a total budget of a 0.13% 
decrease over the current year budget. This was 
achieved in part by the RHAM BOE board di-
recting the administrators to identify reduc-
tions to achieve a zero percent increase or lower, 
and they did! Wouldn’t it be grand to have our 
BOE show the same commitment to the EH 
taxpayers? Perhaps the RHAM folks would be 
happy to share their approach, because it appar-
ently works. 

Former BOF member Ms. Coshow in 2025 
chastised the EH BOE to “focus on something 
other than themselves for once” and here we are, 
facing the same tired arguments. The BOE im-
mediately goes to cutting staff as the only option 
for a smaller budget. There are a whole host of 
realistic cost-cutting options (as letters to the 
editor demonstrate) and ways to generate funds 
to support the town and the schools, yet there 
continues to be push back or no apparent desire 
to seriously explore alternatives, backed by dire 
threats of “harm to the students” and calling the 
‘no’ voters “anti-education” and “Republicans.” 
The concerned taxpayers in EH are not anti-ed-
ucation or anti-town services, but are just trying 
to keep some of their scarce money in their own 
pockets to pay for little things like a 25% revalu-
ation increase, 31.1% gas price increase, and a 
pending 11% electric increase. Increasing taxes 
(and no increase in benefits) without serious ef-
fort to reduce expenses can only end up driving 
taxpayers away, at some point overwhelming 
the “good schools attract residents” argument.

 To the members of the East Hampton TC, 
BOE, BOF: listen to the voters and get it right. 
Because we can still vote ‘no’ until you do.

Regards,
Bob Yenkner – East Hampton
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Transfer Station
Stickers Available

Andover Transfer Station stickers for the 
2026-27 fiscal year are currently available at 
the town clerk’s office at Town Hall. Cost is $50, 
payable by cash or check.

Bring your vehicle registration, and the ve-
hicle must be present at the time of issuance.

The current year’s Transfer Station stickers 
expire June 30. 

For more information, call the town clerk’s 
office at 860-742-0188 ext. 4218.

WAIM Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

– whose service area includes Andover and He-
bron – will hold a “Fifth Floor Treasures” flea 
market Saturday, June 27, from 8 a.m.-noon, at 
866 Main St., Willimantic.

The market will feature framed art, glassware, 
décor, collectibles, household finds, and unique 
surprises. Payment options are cash, charge or 
check.

Support helps WAIM continue its mission as 
a social-service nonprofit strengthening fami-
lies and neighbors across the region.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

Library to Hit the Beach
 Andover Public Library is visiting the Ando-

ver Lake Beach on Monday, June 22, from 3-5 
p.m. The library is going to officially kick off the 
summer season with book giveaways for adults 
and kids, as well as all kinds of info about sum-
mer programming.  

Children’s programmer Lisa Kurtz will pro-
vide some crafting opportunities -- and Library 
Friend Ellen Repay (a lake resident) may join as 
well.  

In  the event of rain, the beach visit will be 
Tuesday, June 23, also from 3-5 p.m. 

For more information, contact the library 
at 860-742-7428.

Dog Licensing is Underway
It’s time for dog owners to renew their dogs’ 

licenses. Current licenses expire June 30. All 
dogs six months of age and older must be li-
censed.

Licenses may be renewed or obtain by mail be 
sending a current rabies certificate (for renew-
als, only if the certificate on file has expired), 
proof of spay/neuter for new licenses, a self-

addressed stamped envelope for return of the 
license and a check payable to the Town of An-
dover - $8 for spayed or neutered dogs and $19 
for unaltered dogs.

Residents may also renew or obtain licenses 
in person at the Town Clerk’s Office, 17 School 
Rd. For more information, contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at 860-742-0188, ext. 218.

Congregational 
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

When people think about moving, they often focus on market conditions, interest rates, or home 
prices.
But in reality, many moves are driven by something much more personal: life.
A growing family needs more space. A job change creates a new commute. Children start or finish 
school. Retirement approaches. Aging parents need assistance. These life events often have a bigger 
impact on moving decisions than anything happening in the real estate market.
For families with school-aged children, timing can be especially important.
Many parents prefer to move during the summer months when school is out of session. This can make 
the transition easier and avoid disruptions during the academic year. Because of this, spring is often 
one of the busiest times for both buyers and sellers as families try to secure housing before the next 
school year begins.
That doesn’t mean summer is the only time to move.
Many successful transactions occur throughout the year. In fact, buyers who move during the fall or 
winter may face less competition than they would during the peak spring market.
The key is planning ahead.
A move often takes longer than people expect. Preparing a home for sale, completing repairs, declutter-
ing, finding a new home, negotiating contracts, securing financing, inspections, and closing can easily 
take several months from start to finish.
For homeowners considering a move tied to a major life event, starting the conversation early can 
provide more options and reduce stress later.
The best time to move is not necessarily when the market is perfect.
The best time is when the move aligns with your family’s goals, finances, and personal circumstances.
Real estate markets will continue to change. Life will continue to happen.
The homeowners who have the smoothest transitions are often the ones who begin planning before 
they actually need to move.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

R
E6

-1
9-

26

Planning a Move Around School Calendars and Life Events

Single-Family Homes
• 7 homes sold

• Average sale price: $509,343
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 106%

• Average days on market: 11 days
• Median days on market: 5 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 0 sold
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2026-27 Budget Passes After Third Referendum
By Toriana Williams

After two failed attempts, voters across Re-
gional School District No. 8 (RHAM) approved 
the district’s operating budget on the third and 
final referendum. Residents in all three member 
towns – Hebron, Andover and Marlborough – 
supported the revised proposed budget, with 
Andover voters backing the budget by a wide 
margin.

In Andover, 479 residents voted in favor of 
the budget while 252 voted against it. Hebron, 
which had been the center of much of the op-
position during previous referendum votes, also 
approved the proposal by a significant margin, 
with 998 voting ‘yes’ and 709 voting ‘no.’ Marl-
borough ended with 290 residents voting yes 
and 87 voting no.

Combined, voters approved the budget by a 
total vote of 1,767 in favor and 1,048 opposed.

The approved RHAM operating budget totals 
$32.25 million. The newly approved budget rep-
resents a 0.13% decrease from the current year’s 
budget of $32.62 million.

The successful referendum came after district 
leaders reduced spending from a previously 
rejected operating budget of $32.83 million, a 
0.65% increase.

While the operating budget required voter 
approval, the district’s Capital Improvement 
Plan budget of $331,307 had already been ap-
proved during the May 26 referendum.

RHAM Superintendent of Schools Colin Mc-

Namara said he was pleased with the outcome 
and grateful for the support shown by voters 
throughout the district. 

“As you can imagine, I am very happy that the 
budget has passed and appreciate that the com-
munity came out … to support our students and 
staff,” said McNamara.

The superintendent said he believed the re-
vised proposal addressed concerns that had 
been raised during earlier referendum discus-
sions. One of the biggest changes made to the 
budget before the third referendum involved 
the elimination of two proposed staff positions.

District officials removed plans to hire an In-
structional technology specialist/coach and a 
buildings and grounds maintainer. McNamara 
believes that decision played an important role 
in gaining voter approval. 

“I feel that the elimination of the two new po-
sitions that had been proposed to be included 
in next year’s budget was something that helped 
get the budget passed, as people often look at 
newly proposed positions as unnecessary,” he 
said.

However, he emphasized that removing those 
positions will have consequences for students, 
teachers and district operations. “Unfortunately, 
eliminating these two proposed positions will 
impact instruction and facilities operations.”

McNamara explained that the district had 
hoped to add an instructional technology spe-

cialist/coach to help students and teachers adapt 
to rapidly changing technology, particularly the 
growing use of artificial intelligence in educa-
tion.

“On the instructional side, not having the in-
structional technology specialist/coach means 
we will lack a dedicated, in-house expert to help 
students and staff navigate the rapidly evolving 
landscape of artificial intelligence, digital litera-
cy and ethical technology use,” said McNamara.

McNamara said teachers will continue incor-
porating technology into classroom instruction, 
but the district will lose specialized support that 
could have strengthened those efforts. “Our 
teachers will continue to embed technology into 
their lessons, but without this specialized sup-
port, teachers and students will unlikely be able 
to fully maximize our resources,” he said.

The second position removed from the bud-
get was a Buildings and Grounds Maintainer. 
According to McNamara, RHAM’s large cam-
pus requires extensive maintenance throughout 
the year, especially during athletic seasons. The 
district’s campus covers 52 acres, including 10 
acres of athletic fields that require regular mow-
ing, lining, repairs and seasonal upkeep. 

McNamara said the district currently relies 
on one outdoor maintainer to handle those 
responsibilities. “Not having the buildings and 
grounds maintainer position directly impacts 
our operational efficiency.”

“Managing the 52-acre campus, including 
10 acres of athletic fields that require signifi-
cant time and attention throughout the fall and 
spring seasons, is an immense workload for one 
outdoor maintainer,” explained McNamara.

Without the additional position, district of-
ficials may need to adjust maintenance sched-
ules and shift responsibilities among existing 
employees. “We will have to look at scaling back 
non-essential groundskeeping, altering field 
maintenance schedules and taking custodial 
staff away from their primary building duties to 
assist outside,” he said.

Despite those challenges, the passage of the 
budget provides stability for the district as ad-
ministrators prepare for the upcoming school 
year. The approved operating budget allows 
RHAM to continue planning staffing, programs 
and services while avoiding additional referen-
dum votes.

The final referendum results also demonstrat-
ed growing support for the revised proposal. By 
reducing spending and removing the two new 
positions, district leaders were able to gain ap-
proval from voters in all three towns.

Now that the third referendum has passed, 
school leaders can shift their focus away from 
budget uncertainty and as McNamara noted, 
district administrators are “happy to be able to 
move forward and start preparing for the start 
of the 2026-27 school year.” 

2026-27 School Budget Passed at Referendum
By Toriana Williams

After multiple rounds of voting and months 
of debate, Andover voters finally approved the 
Board of Education budget during the referen-
dum held on June 16.

The proposal passed by a vote of 420 to 317, 
giving the school district approval to move for-
ward with a reduced spending plan for the up-
coming fiscal year.

The approved BOE budget totaled $4,83 mil-
lion. The budget represents a hard fought 6% 
increase over the current budget.

An advisory question on the ballot provided 
insight into how voters felt about the final bud-
get amount. Among those who responded, 352 
voters said the budget was still ‘too high,’ while 
214 said it was ‘too low’ and 140 said the budget 
was ‘just right.’

The town operating budget had already been 
approved during a previous referendum and 
now stands at $4,34 million, a 3.5% increase 
over the current year’s $4.19 million.

The approved budget proposed a mill rate of 
31.58, essentially unchanged from the current 
year’s rate of 31.59.

While school supporters celebrate the suc-
cessful vote, district leaders emphasized that 
significant challenges remain ahead.

Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau 
thanked residents who supported the bud-

get but warned that difficult decisions still lie 
ahead. “I am very grateful to all of the parents 
and community members that came out to sup-
port the school today,” she said.

Although the budget passed, Bruneau not-
ed that the district must still identify roughly 
$225,000 in reductions. 

“Even though it passed tonight, we still have 
some significant cuts that need to happen mov-
ing forward to make up the $225,000,” said Bru-
neau.

Bruneau was direct about what those reduc-
tions will mean for the school. “There most cer-
tainly will be staff cuts,” she said. “There most 
certainly will be cuts to programming.”

The superintendent said district leaders will 
now focus on finding ways to reduce spend-
ing while minimizing the impact on students. 
“Together, I will work with the school and the 
Board of Education to figure out which cuts will 
impact children the least,” said Bruneau.

Debates surrounding the multiple referen-
dums highlighted deep divisions within the 
community over education spending, taxes 
and the town’s financial priorities. While some 
residents argued that maintaining strong edu-
cational programs was critical for students and 
the future of the community, others expressed 
concerns about rising costs and affordability.

The advisory question reflected those dif-
fering opinions. 352 voters indicated they still 
believed the budget was ‘too high’ even as they 
approved it. At the same time, 214 voters felt the 
spending plan had already been reduced too 
much. Only 140 believed the education budget 
was ‘just right.’

The final budget only came after weeks of 
discussions between the Board of Finance and 
the BOE. Following the rejection of a proposed 
$5.01 million school budget on May 26, the 
BOF voted to lower the increase from 9.82% to 
6%. The lower percentage still faced much op-
position.

Despite the approval, school officials say the 
hard work is only beginning. Bruneau encour-
aged residents who care about local education 
to stay involved beyond budget season and help 
support students throughout the year.

“I also hope moving forward that the many 
people that said they love our children, no 
matter how they voted, will step up and get in-
volved,” she said.

Bruneau pointed to several ways residents 
can contribute to the school community. “There 
will be opportunities to volunteer,” she said. 
“There will be opportunities to support the chil-
dren through their fundraising efforts.”

She also invited community members to 

attend school events and celebrate student 
achievements. 

“There will be events that the public are wel-
come to attend when we celebrate the successes 
of our children,” shared Bruneau.

Her message ended with a call for continued 
community support. 

“I encourage all residents to come and sup-
port the kids all year long, not just to be a voice 
during budget season,” Bruneau said.

Vacancy for PZC Alternate
Andover electors are advised there is a va-

cancy for a Planning and Zoning Commission 
alternate member. 

Any qualified Andover elector interested in 
serving as a member of the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission for a term ending Nov. 20, 
2029, is encouraged to apply.

The deadline for submission of letters of in-
terest is Thursday, July 16.

Letters of interest should be sent to: Town of 
Andover Building Department, 17 School Rd., 
Andover, CT 06232 Alternatively, submissions 
may be emailed to: zoning@andoverct.org.

Two Republican
Vacancies on BOS

Andover Republicans looking to serve on 
the Board of Selectmen should attend next 
week’s meeting of the Andover Republican 
Town Committee to share why they’d like to 
serve.

There are currently two openings on the 
Board of Selectmen that the RTC needs to 
fill and only Republicans are allowed to fill 
them. The committee will present names to 
the remaining selectmen for them to vote 
on.

Next week’s RTC meeting will take place 
at 7 p.m. in the community room at the 
Town Office Building.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Special Upcoming Events: Step into the 
Summer Kickoff MOVEment: This is a cele-
bration of movement in all its forms. Check out 
the new June activities and refreshed favorites 
to get everyone involved.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Man-
chester on 6/23, and shop in Willimantic on 
6/30. Transportation is available.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim (BAF): This class is 
perfect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Sup-
plies are provided. Contact the center and ask 
about the summer schedule.

Walking Club: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Low-key, no-pressure walking club. Groups 
forming now for walks along the Rails to Trails, 
the track at Long Hill or indoors at the center. 
Contact the center if you are interested.

Lawn Games: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. Enjoy clas-
sic lawn games including Yahtzee, Tic-Tac-Toe, 
Yard Pong, Ring Toss, and Cornhole. Lemonade 

will be served. All are welcome. To register, con-
tact the center.

AARP Drivers’ Safety Class: Thursday, 6/25, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., at the center. Cost is $20 for 
AARP members, $25 for non-members. To reg-
ister, call The Center or 860-647-9196. Comple-
tion may save you money on insurance premi-
ums. Open to all ages.

Zumba Gold: Thursday, 6/25, 10 a.m. This 
is a free Intro to Zumba class. No experience 
needed. Seated class available.

Stained Glass: Friday, 6/26, 6 p.m. $65. No 
prior experience is needed. Focus - Fairies. This 
class fills up quickly. For students 16+ & all ma-
terials included. Registration is required. To 
register, call the center.

Casino Trip: Friday, 6/26, 10 a.m. Hop on the 
bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will re-
turn at 1 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a seat, 
call 860-498-2326.



Page 10	 NEWS BULLETIN • June 19, 2026

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

ADVENTURES IN
GROOMING & PET CARE

Louise and Michael Walsh
860.342.BATH

283 Main Street
Portland, CT

dogtalespetspa.com
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Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

News from America250 
Committee

The America 250 Portland CT Commit-
tee has extended the period both to offer 
suggestions and submissions for the town 
time capsule as well as advertising in the 
commemorative booklet.

For information, email terryagrady@
aol.com (place America 250 in the subject 
line) or call 860-342-2262.

First Congregational 
Church News

All are welcome to First Congregational 
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke. Fel-
lowship Hour will follow for a time of refresh-
ments and conversations.

 For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Town-Wide Revaluation
In accordance with Connecticut General 

Statutes, the Town of Portland is conducting its 
statistical five-year revaluation of all real estate 
properties for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List. 

The town has contracted Tyler Technologies, 
Inc. to perform market analysis, sales validation 
inspections, and field reviews as part of the mass 
appraisal process, which the assessments will 
represent 70% of fair market value, in collabora-
tion with the assessor’s office.

Tyler Technologies, Inc. field personnel will 
carry official, town approved company identifi-

cation badges and will have signed authorization 
letters that include contact information for town 
officials, including the Portland Police Depart-
ment.

Property owners are encouraged to review 
their property record cards available through the 
online assessment database and report any dis-
crepancies, omissions, or property changes to the 
assessor’s office to ensure accurate, fair, and equi-
table assessments: www.portlandct.org/assessor.

Revaluation assessment notices will be mailed 
to taxpayers in December.

Free Show Coming
Tony Rome and The Peacemakers will be stop 

at Portland Saturday, July 4, for a free show at 
Adams Plaza, Route 66 in Portland. This year’s 
tour is called the Sons of Liberty tour. All are 
welcome. This show runs one hour, and starts 
at 2 p.m. Rain date is July 5. Bring a lawn chair. 
Pictured is the band at last year’s Halloween 
show. The group will have another Halloween 
show this year, on Oct. 31 at Concentric Brew-
ing. The band will also play the Portland Fair on 
Sunday, Oct. 4.

Highlander Graduates March to the Future

Portland High School Student Senate President Eunice Ngunjiri shared a loving 
hug with class valedictorian Lillian Gaetani as Gaetani approached the podium to 
address the Class of 2026 and ceremony attendees at Monday’s graduation.

By Toriana Williams
Under bright blue skies and a warm June 

breeze, Portland High School’s Class of 2026 
celebrated graduation Monday, June 15, in a 
ceremony filled with laughter, reflection and 
pride.

As the familiar sounds of bagpipes echoed 
across the lot, seniors dressed in black gowns 
trimmed with red walked proudly into the 
stands festively decorated with balloons sway-
ing wildly in the wind. Families cheered from 
the packed rows of seats, and every few minutes 
another balloon popped loudly, causing sup-
pressed laughter throughout the crowds and 
adding even more energy to the joyful evening.

Parents proudly wore T-shirts covered in 
photos of their graduates while younger sib-
lings waved handmade signs from the stands. 
Cameras flashed constantly as students smiled, 
hugged friends and prepared for one final night 
together as classmates.

The evening honored years of hard work, 
friendships, challenges and unforgettable mem-
ories that shaped the Class of 2026 into the peo-
ple they are today.

Student Senate President Eunice Ngunjiri 
opened the ceremony as master of ceremonies 
and immediately captured the audience with a 
heartfelt speech about belonging, growth and 
family.

“The individuals standing next to me today 
are incredible,” she said. “Whether they are ath-
letes, scholars or musicians, every single one 
of them has worked extremely hard, and I am 
proud to be a part of the Class of 2026.”

Ngunjiri shared the story of her mother im-
migrating to America from Kenya while preg-
nant and pursuing her master’s degree alone. 
Her emotional reflection connected deeply with 
the crowd.

“She was alone, and I’m sure she felt like an 
outsider at times,” Ngunjiri said. “Nonetheless, 
she excelled at school while raising a very hyper 
toddler.”

She described arriving in Portland schools 
as a nervous fifth grader who struggled to fit 
in. “Everyone seemed to have their groups of 
friends,” she said. “I struggled to find where I 
belonged.”

As she reflected on middle and high school, 
Ngunjiri explained how she slowly found con-
fidence, friendships and a sense of home. “This 
was my year of belonging,” she said about senior 
year. “I found a group of people who were kind 
and liked me for me.”

Her speech ended with an emotional thank 
you to her mother. “Mom, thank you for staying 
up late to help with my homework, watching my 
games and concerts and for being a shoulder to 
cry on,” she said through tears. “I share this di-
ploma with you, because without your love and 
support, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”

Valedictorian Lillian Gaetani followed with a 
speech filled with humor, honesty and nostalgia 
while reflecting on the memories that shaped 
the graduating class.

“When I was 4 years old,” Gaetani joked, “my 
one big dream of the future was to work at Sub-
way.” The audience laughed as she explained 
that life – and six years of being gluten-free – 
eventually changed those plans.

Gaetani spoke about the pressures many 
students feel when constantly asked what they 
want to become in the future. She admitted that, 
like many others, she often worried about hav-
ing everything figured out.

During her address, she described reading a 
poem that asked the questions: “Who are you 
when you are no longer known?” At first, she 
said, the thought frightened her because gradu-

ation meant leaving behind familiar teachers, 
hallways and routines. But eventually, she real-
ized those memories would always be part of 
who they are.

“We are not who we are despite the people 
and experiences that shaped us,” Gaetani said. 
“We are who we are because of them.”

She then celebrated the unique memories 
shared by the class, drawing loud giggles and 
cheers from students. “We are victims of the 
Great Sewage Explosion of 2025,” “We are the 
chipped teeth from the dangerous cafeteria 
French fries,” and more.

Gaetani also reflected on the teachers, fam-
ily members and classmates who supported the 
graduates throughout their journey. “Every ac-
complishment we celebrate here tonight has fin-
gerprints on it that do not belong to us alone,” 
she said.

Before closing her remarks, Gaetani added 
that she plans to attend University of Connecti-
cut to study music education. However, she 
added, “if things don’t work out and you hap-
pen to see me working at Subway someday, just 
know that it was always a lifelong dream.”

Salutatorian Allison Tine continued the eve-
ning with a deeply personal speech about per-
fection, failure and self-acceptance.

“I’ve strived for perfection throughout my en-
tire life,” Tine admitted. “But have never quite 
been able to achieve what I deem as perfect.” She 
explained that over time, she realized success 
does not come from being flawless.

“I haven’t made it here because I was the per-
fect student,” she said, “but instead because I re-
alized that I’m not.”

Tine’s honesty was warming as she reflect-
ed on late-night homework sessions, difficult 

choices and learning from mistakes. 
“I wouldn’t be standing here today without 

all the times I’ve failed,” she said. Her message 
encouraged graduates to stop focusing only on 
flaws and instead appreciate the strengths and 
lessons gained through challenges.

“We are all perfectly imperfect,” Tine said. 
“Our imperfections are what make us who we 
are.”

Senior Class President Gerry Hall brought 
energy and inspiration to the ceremony with a 
speech centered around perseverance and resil-
ience.

Before beginning, Hall recognized members 
of Portland High School’s Class of 1976, who 
attended the ceremony celebrating their 50th 
reunion. The audience applauded as former 
graduates stood proudly together.

Hall also presented the senior class gift: two 
picnic tables that will be placed outside the 
school for future students to enjoy.

Reflecting on his years at Portland, Hall spoke 
openly about setbacks and failure, comparing 
life to baseball. “Baseball is a game of failures,” 
he said. “But the good players never have a bad 
season.” Even after strikeouts or mistakes, Hall 
explained, players continue to step back on the 
mound.

“It will never be perfect,” he said. “But that’s 
okay.”

Hall encouraged classmates to remain resil-
ient through future struggles. “There are go-
ing to be many days in the future when it feels 
easiest to give up,” he shared. “But I promise you 
things will improve.”

“In the face of challenges and failure,” Hall 
said, “we will step back on the mound, step back 
up to the plate and play our hearts out.”
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$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 6/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Schedule your appointment online today!

SUMMER IS COMING... KIDS HOME!
Summer camp, beach! Make sure your 

vehicle is ready for the task!

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Portland’s Main Street 1995 to 2025
The Portland Historical Society will host a 

program presented by resident Bob McDou-
gall on Thursday, June 25 at 7 p.m., in the Mary 
Flood Room of the Portland Library. And it’s a 
program that’s decades in the making.

In the 1960s a group of townspeople would 
often gather at the local library, then known 
as the Buck Library, on Friday evenings and 
share stories from Portland’s past. In the early 
1970s these same folks were the founders of the 
Portland Historical Society. Their mission was 
simply to collect and share Portland’s history. 
From the society’s early days, charter member 
and then-sixth grader Bob McDougall had an 
idea — to record Portland’s Main Street in pho-
tographs so that future generations would have 
images to help them envision Portland’s past.

McDougall, now museum director for the 
Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland 
History, has prepared an exhibit of photographs 
of Portland’s Main Street from the Arrigoni 
Bridge to Indian Hill Avenue for the fourth 
time. Titled “Three Decades of Change on 

Main Street 1995-2005-2015-2025,” the exhibit 
features four panoramic series of photographs, 
each 96 feet long, that include 2,400 snapshots 
of Main Street. The photo mural also includes 
many historic images of Main Street buildings 
from the society’s collection.

At the June 25 presentation, McDougall, 
with his photo mural as a backdrop, will share 
some of the stories hidden on Portland’s Main 
Street, pointing out connections to Portland’s 
past and exploring this evolving thoroughfare 
at the heart of our community. As part of Port-
land’s America 250 Celebration, new residents 
are invited to come learn about our town, and 
longtime residents are encouraged to come and 
reminisce with their own Main Street stories.

The program is open to the public free of 
charge. If you own a home on Main Street or 
have a business on Main Street, and have been 
curious about what Portland’s Main Street 
looked like even 30 years ago, this program may 
give you some insight.

Car Show Returns Next Friday 
The Knights of Columbus Freestone Council 

7 will host its annual Car Show Friday, June 26, 
from 3-8 p.m., in the parking lot of the Church 
of Saint Mary. 

This family-friendly community event prom-
ises many vintage cars and trucks, as well as a 
silent auction featuring a Trek Fx+1 MidStep 

electric bike (retail value $2,200) along with 
$3,000 worth of other prizes.

This year’s car show is dedicated to Portland 
Youth and Family Services.  Ten new bikes and 
helmets for kids 12 years old and under will be 
given away via a free raffle during the car show.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held earlier this month at the new Riverbend Land-
ing. The new park provides an access point for the public to launch non-motorized 
boats into the Connecticut River, and is the first public access point to the river in 
Portland in decades.

River Access Is Finally a Reality
By Anne Lilburn

Portland opened public access to its River-
bend Landing river access project on Saturday, 
June 6, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony that was 
attended by town selectmen, state Sen. Norm 
Needleman (D-33), state Rep. Christie Carpino 
(R-32), and Wangunk Elder Gary O’Neil.

The new riverfront park provides an access 
point for the public to launch non-motorized 
boats into the Connecticut River, and is the first 
public access point to the river in Portland in 
decades.

Riverfront Access Committee Co-Chair Lou 
Pear was the first to address the nearly 70 people 
who showed up for the event.

“We’re calling it Riverbend Landing because 
the native Americans who lived here were Wan-
gunk and Wangunk means ‘bend in the river,’” 
said Pear. 

Pear credited Needleman with helping the 
town to secure state funding for the access road 
and parking area.

“This all started with a vision,” said Needle-
man. “Christie and I were able to help secure 
some funding for it, but it was town leadership 
that actually had a vision for this. … The town 
always hoped they would have an access point 
to the river. This is perfect, it’s beautiful. I can’t 
say enough about what happens when people 
work together across party lines, [and] across 
interest Iines.”

“We actually – something you don’t hear of-
ten in a day like now – Democrats and Repub-
licans still in some cases really like each other,” 
he said to applause and chuckles, “and I enjoy 
working with [Christie] because we’re always 
focused on you: on our towns, our constituents 
and doing the right thing, and if politicians and 
elected officials stay focused on that, we make 
all the difference in the world, because we can 
get more done together than we can get done by 
fighting each other all the time.”

“To all the folks that envisioned this: brilliant, 
beautiful, terrific,” concluded Needleman. “I’m 
just grateful to have been a small part of it.”

 First Selectman Mike Pelton noted the love 
that the Portland community had for the river. 
He jokingly described himself as only the “last 
line in a process that’s been going on for hun-
dreds of years,” before noting the important role 
that former first selectwoman Susan Bransfield 
had played in getting the project started, as well 
as the work that former first selectman Ryan 
Curley played in furthering the project prior to 
Pelton’s time in office. 

“In the last couple weeks, I’ve been down here 
taking pictures pretty much every day,” said Pel-
ton, “because I wanted to share the joy that I felt 
about this, and every single time, there’s at least 
people on the river fishing, or there’s people in 
their cars drinking their lattes, enjoying some 
peace and quiet down here with the birds.”

Riverfront Access Committee co-chair Rick 
Sharr celebrated the end of what he said had 
been a long road to get the project finished, with 
challenges ranging from finding an ideal site, to 
jumping through environmental and bureau-
cratic loopholes, to finding funding to finish the 
project.

“If you’re not aware, Portland has the lon-
gest coastline on the Connecticut River in the 
state,” said Sharr, “and a long history of inter-
acting with the Connecticut River — from the 
Wangunk natives, to the shipbuilding in the 
Gildersleeve section, to the Brownstone Quar-
ries, and then in the industrial revolution the oil 
terminals, and finally the Arrigoni Bridge — but 
through all of that, we never had public access 
to the river.”

Pear echoed Sharr’s sentiments about the 
hard work that it took to make the riverfront ac-
cess a reality.

 “It takes a village to do things,” he told the 
crowd, “but in this case, it took the state, it took 
DEEP, it took the Connecticut River Conser-
vancy, three first selectmen. It took people like 
you that are here today that are here to celebrate 
what we are doing.”

Carpino described her first visit to the site to 
“see the vision” of this project with a group of 

town leaders before the road was built.
“They promised if I kept hiking though the 

woods and down the not very gentle slope to get 
to the river,” she joked, “that someday we would 
have access, and we’re here.”

“It’s because of everyone who contributed,” 
added Carpino, mentioning the committee 
members, as well as former First Selectwoman 
Susan Bransfield and “everybody who served in 
her seat behind her.”

 “It is the power of Portland when people re-
ally get together,” she said.

Carpino said she hoped to be able to bring her 
own kayaks to the river here in the future, and 
encouraged people to use the area and spread 
the word about it.

“Be safe, wear sunblock, bring bug spray, 
wear life preservers, bring a whistle,” she said, 
“but seriously, please enjoy, and congratulations 
to everybody who had a part.”

Perhaps the most heartfelt speech of the day 
was given by Wangunk Tribe Elder Gary Red 
Oak O’Neil. 

O’Neil said he wanted to thank Portland for 

the community’s support in sharing the Wan-
gunk history and culture, from Portland Li-
brary events to including Wangunk history in 
the public school curriculum. He said that the 
river and the waterfront area was important to 
him and to the Wangunk people, and described 
Portland as an important place.

“During the last thousands of years, the wa-
terfront is where we gathered to go downstream 
or upstream. We did a lot of trading with the 
Nehantic natives and also the Tunxis,” he said. 
“It was the shoreline of Portland that made it 
happen.”

O’Neil delivered a final blessing before the 
ribbon was cut and residents walked down to 
the waterfront, as kayakers and paddle boarders 
eagerly took to the river. 

“May the warm wind of heavens blow upon 
your house,” said O’Neil as the breeze rustled 
the trees auspiciously around him. “May the 
great spirit bless all that enter there. May your 
moccasins make tracks in many snows, and may 
rainbows always touch your shoulders.”

Annual Juneteenth Celebration Returns
Portland’s Committee on Solidarity/Ju-

neteenth invites all to the annual Juneteenth 
Celebration on Saturday, June 20, from noon-
5 p.m., at Portland Middle School. This marks 
the eighth year the Portland community has 
hosted this event. Admission is free.

Juneteenth commemorates the end of slav-
ery in America. On June 19, 1865 a Union 
Army general informed over 250,000 enslaved 
Black people in Texas that slavery had been 
abolished at the end of the Civil War.  They 
learned that two and a half years before, Abra-
ham Lincoln had issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, declaring that “all persons held 
as slaves…henceforth shall be free.” In 1979, 
Texas was the first state to make Juneteenth 
an official holiday; several others followed suit 
over the years. In June 2021, Congress passed 
a resolution establishing Juneteenth as a fed-

eral holiday.
The Portland celebration begins at noon in 

the school auditorium with presentations by 
the Rev. Barbara Roane of Zion First Baptist 
Church in Middletown; Portland First Se-
lectman Michael Pelton; from Barbara Shaw, 
from Voices of Portland; Eric Grant, the first 
and only Black police officer in Portland; and 
Robert Jefferson, from the Black History in 
Middletown project.  

Following the opening program, visitors 
can enjoy live music by At Last, explore edu-
cational exhibits and community organiza-
tions, and browse a variety of vendors featur-
ing Black-owned businesses. There will be 
food from local vendors and free ice cream 
from Ice Cream Emergency for a sweet treat.

Families are encouraged to bring their kids, 
who can enjoy games and other activities.
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Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457

Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372

SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages

10:45 am Morning Worship
7:00 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent • Bible Centered • Christ Exalting

Contact us if you are interested in a
free Bible correspondence course.

BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day. 
BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103

FATHERS
areVITAL to the

Family, Church, Nation.
“ The glory of children
are their FATHERS”

(Proverbs 17:6)

FAITH KNOWS AND SHOWS THAT GOD IS. God has spoken and “we have
heard and known, and OUR FATHERS have told us. We will not hide them [even
the message of God's mercy and grace] from their children [sons], showing to the
generation to come the praises of the LORD, and His strength, and His wonderful
works that He hath done” (Psalm 78:3-4). “Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and
I will declare WHAT HE HATH DONE for my soul” (Psalm 66:16). “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life” (John 5:24).

GOD DESIRES HIS WORD TO BE KNOWN. “For He established a
testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He command-
ed OUR FATHERS, that they should make them known to their children:
That the generation to come might know them, EVEN THE CHILDREN
which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children”
(Psalm 78:5-6).

GOD’S PURPOSE IS A HOPE-FILLED RELATIONSHIP. “That they might
SET THEIR HOPE IN GOD, and not forget the works of God, but keep His com-
mandments” (Psalm 78:7). “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation
is from Him” (Psalm 62:5).

THE PERSON WHO BELIEVES ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (Acts
16:31) will know God’s SAVING GRACE in his HEART and for his HOME. The
heart that knows God’s SAVING GRACE will seek to exercise God’s gracious man-
agement in one’s HEART, in one’s HOME and thus rightly influence one’s SOCI-
ETY. God said of ABRAHAM, “For I know him, that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice
and judgment” (Genesis 18:19).

THE NATIONS BENEFIT as God-honoring persons encourage God-honoring
families. Such an influence leads to or makes for a God-blessed nation. “Blessed is
the NATIONwhose God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12). “There is no God else beside
Me. LOOKUNTOME, and be ye SAVED, all the ends of the earth: for I AMGOD,
and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:21-22).

What is your relationship to the living God? Are you in need of God’s saving grace
as provided in the Lord Jesus Christ? Will you receive Him as your personal Saviour
today? Come and worship with us this Sunday!

“Honor thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee
that thy days may be prolonged…” (Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16). God’s order for
the family makes for God’s blessings. GOD AND HIS BLESSING ARE TO BE
FOUND BY THE BELIEVING HEART. “BLESSED are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. BLESSED IS THE MAN to whom the Lord
will not impute sin” (Rom. 4:7-8). “But WITHOUT FAITH it is IMPOSSIBLE to
PLEASEHIM: for he that cometh to GodMUST BELIEVE THATHE IS, and that
He is a rewarder of them that DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM” (Hebrews 11:6).

“Honor thy father and thymother, as the LORD thyGod hath commanded thee that thy
days may be prolonged…” (Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16). God’s order for the family requires
fathers and mothers which honor God’s creative purpose and makes for God’s blessings.
GOD AND HIS BLESSING ARE TO BE FOUND BY THE BELIEVING HEART.
“BLESSEDare theywhose iniquities are forgiven, andwhose sins are covered. BLESSEDIS
THEMANtowhomtheLordwillnotimputesin”(Rom.4:7-8).“ButWITHOUTFAITHitis
IMPOSSIBLE to PLEASEHIM: for he that cometh to GodMUST BELIEVE THATHE
IS, and that He is a rewarder of them that DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM” (Hebrews 11:6).

6:30 pm Evening Worship R
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Time to Vote for Favorite Street Garden
Portland’s 2026 Street Garden Project is blos-

soming.
The Portland Economic Development Com-

mission and the Portland River-Valley Garden 
Club have once again encouraged businesses 
throughout town to add some blooms and beauty 
to the community. The plants have been plant-
ed, the flowers are blossoming, and Portland is 
blooming. 

During the week of June 22-28, voting for the 
Portland’s Choice Award will be available. There 
are two ways to vote, beginning June 22: through 
a link on the Portland Community Facebook 
Group or with a paper ballot at the Portland Li-
brary or The Waverly Center in the designated 
ballot box. Please only one vote per person. Vot-
ing concludes June 28.

This year’s gardens include: Magic Mirror Uni-
sex Salon, 248 Main St.; Savvy Swap Consign-
ment and Highland Sol Flower Farm, 275 Main 

St.; Sarah’s on Main, 246 Main St.; Connecticut 
Valley School of Music and Dance, 226 Main St.; 
Fabian’s Pizza, 279 Main St.; Bud’s Café, 158 Main 
St.; The Green Room, 260 Main St.; PegArch Ar-
chitecture and Design and Tropical CT, 236 Main 
St.; Siltec, 283 Main St.;

Precise Grading and Earthworks, 218 Main 
St.; Scissor Happy, 864 Portland Cobalt Rd.; Your 
Health Solutions, 862 Portland Cobalt Rd.; The 
Wedding Dress, 162 Main St.; Portland Memorial 
Funeral Home, 231 Main St.; Portland Parks and 
Recreation, 265 Main St.; Portland Ale House, 
188 Main St.; Mirabito Energy Products, 276 
Main St.; Winchester Café, 1374 Portland Cobalt 
Rd.; Dog Tales, 283 Main St.; Tommy’s Pizza, 330 
Marlborough St.; BeStronger Personal Training, 
Dance with Miss Alicia and Inner Circle Martial 
Arts, 332 Marlborough St.

Results will be announced in the Rivereast in a 
few weeks after all of the ballots have been tallied.

Local Woman Arrested
in Fatal Bridge Crash

By Anne Lilburn
Following a months-long investigation, Port-

land Police on Tuesday arrested a local woman 
who was involved in a collision on the Arrigoni 
Bridge last year that resulted in the death of a 
Middletown man, Jozef Baran, 70.	

Angela Grammatico, 32, of 596 Main St., Apt. 
2, turned herself in to police and was charged 
with operating a motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of alcohol/drugs, reckless driving, second-
degree manslaughter, first-degree reckless en-
dangerment, possession of controlled substance 
(first offense) and second-degree manslaughter 
with a motor vehicle, police said.

On Nov. 11 of last year, at approximately 8:45 
p.m., Grammatico was driving a Ford Escape 

and traveling eastbound over the bridge when 
she collided with a red Subaru driven by Baran, 
police said.

According to reporting from WTNH that 
referenced her arrest warrant, Grammatico was 
driving back from a bar, the K-Club in Middle-
field, and was driving 76 mph in a 35-mph zone 
just prior to the crash. WTNH reported that a 
search warrant of her car led to the finding of 
large amounts of unopened alcohol, prescrip-
tion pills, a cylinder of strawberry watermelon 
nitrous oxide, and two small plastic bags of co-
caine. 

She was reported to have consumed two 
double vodkas with soda and three lemon drop 
shots before leaving the bar, and appeared vis-
ibly intoxicated just after the incident, with 
glossy eyes and slurred speech, according to 
WTNH.

Portland Police could not be reached by the 
Rivereast for comment.

Grammatico had not entered a plea as of 
press time. According to the state judicial web-
site, she was released on a $75,000 bond and is 
next due in court on July 21.

Parks and Rec.
News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, 
Base Camp is open to children entering grades 
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering 
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 

Slamma-Jamma Summer Basketball Camp: 
Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m.-2:15 
p.m., at Brownstone Intermediate School. Open 
to children in grade 3-8.

Dean’s List
Ashley Amendola of Portland made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Assumption Univer-
sity in Worcester, Mass.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Friday, June 19, for Juneteenth, and 
will also be closed  Friday, July 3, and Saturday, 
July 4, for Independence Day.

Children’s Programs: Coming Soon! Cook 
Up an Adventure Summer Reading Program: 
Pick up your reading log, or visit the Summer 
Reading portal on the library website to track 
your reading electronically. Each day you read 
20 minutes or more counts towards your sum-
mer reading goal. Earn prizes each time you 
reach five days.

Summer Reading Kickoff: Michael OJ: 
Wednesday, June 24, 6:30 p.m., at Portland Mid-
dle School auditorium. This is a family-friendly 
magic show featuring audience participation 
and comedy. Registration requested, but not 
required.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. July 6, 13, 
20, 27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary Flood Room 
to enjoy stories, rhymes and songs about some 
favorite tasty treats. A craft project will be of-
fered at the end of each program. 

Red, White and Blue Tye-Dyed Tees: For 
kids going into grades 6-up. Thursday, June 25, 
3 p.m. Come to the library flagpole to tie-dye a 
red, white and blue T-shirt, then decorate your 

own tie-dyed cupcakes. All materials will be 
supplied. Space is limited. 

Juggler Ned Gelfars: Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 
p.m. The Ned Show features comedy, juggling, 
unicycling and fire-eating, plus audience par-
ticipation. This show will be held on the Town 
Green and move into the library’s Mary Flood 
Room in case of inclement weather. Registra-
tion opens Monday, June 29, at 10 a.m.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit: “Three De-
cades of Change on Main Street, 2005, 2015, 
2025,” by Bob McDougall. Portland Library and 
the Portland Historical Society present the next 
chapter of McDougall’s panorama photography 
project, a four-series visual journey, which in-
cludes 2,400 photographs. This exhibit runs 
through June 27. 

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up 
an Adventure:  When you sign up, you receive a 
coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in value) 
from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & another 
coupon when you log 2,000 pages. Then, start 
logging the pages you read. For every adult who 
joins the reading program and reads at least one 
book this summer (including audiobooks and 
graphic novels) the Friends of Portland Library 
will donate $3 towards two musical instrument 
rental scholarships for the 2026-27 school year 
for two students at Brownstone Intermediate 
School.

Intergenerational Drumming Circle: Mon-
day, June 22, 6:30 p.m. Gather on the Waverly 
Town Green for a West African-inspired drum 
circle led by Mark Zarrillo, knowledgeable in 
West African music, culture and with 40 years 
drumming wisdom. Drums will be supplied. 

From the Committee on Solidarity
Building a Community Where Everyone Belongs

Members of Portland’s Committee on Solidarity joined thousands of participants and sup-
porters at the recent PrideFEST in Middletown. Marching behind the Portland Pride banner, 
participants were met with enthusiastic cheers and encouragement from parade-goers lining 
the streets.

For many, the event was a meaningful reminder of the importance of visibility, acceptance, 
and belonging. Pride is also a reminder of the values upon which our nation was founded. 
The promise of liberty, equality, and the pursuit of happiness has inspired generations to work 
toward a more just and inclusive society. LGBTQ+ individuals, like all Americans, seek the 
freedom to contribute to their communities and live authentically.

Glenn Eason, a member of the Committee on Solidarity of the Town of Portland, reflected on 
the significance of the event.

“One of the most meaningful parts of my work has been helping ensure that the LGBTQ+ 
community in Portland feels seen, represented, and supported. Walking together as a town in 
the Middletown Pride Parade is more than just participation in an event; it is a public statement 
that everyone deserves to live openly, truthfully, and with pride. It allows LGBTQ+ residents to 
see themselves reflected in their community and to know that they are loved, welcomed, and 
not alone. It also shows that there are people in Portland who will continue to stand with them 
and fight for their right to live lives filled with truth, dignity, and prosperity. For me, this work 
is about building a town where every person knows they belong.”

Another participant shared similar feelings about the day.
“It’s always very powerful to be part of something larger than yourself,” one marcher said. “At 

Pride, we are part of a strong, joyful community of people who believe that everyone deserves 
to be happy, everyone deserves the same rights, and everyone should be loved and celebrated for 
who they are. Pride has become increasingly important at a time when many members of the 
LGBTQ+ community, particularly transgender individuals and youth, face growing challenges. 
It’s important to let people know that Portland is a safe space for the LGBTQ+ community. Like 
any town, we’re not perfect, but participating in this celebration is a step in the right direction.”

The day was marked by a spirit of joy, inclusion, and solidarity. Speakers highlighted the con-
nections between LGBTQ+ rights, mental health, disability advocacy, and racial justice, while 
several young speakers shared thoughtful perspectives that inspired many in attendance.

The Committee on Solidarity also invites residents to attend Portland’s 8th Annual June-
teenth Celebration on Saturday, June 20, from noon to 5 p.m. at Portland Middle School. June-
teenth commemorates the end of slavery and celebrates freedom, resilience, and the continuing 
pursuit of equality.

The celebration will begin at noon with a special opening program featuring local speakers 
sharing reflections on Juneteenth, Portland history, and community. Educational exhibits, com-
munity organizations, vendors, family activities, food available for purchase, and free ice cream 
from Ice Cream Emergency will be offered throughout the afternoon. Admission is free, and all 
are encouraged to attend.

By supporting events that celebrate diversity and inclusion, we send a powerful message 
about the kind of community we aspire to be. Gatherings like Pride and Juneteenth help build 
bridges of understanding, create new friendships, and remind us of our shared humanity. They 
demonstrate that every resident matters, that every voice has value, and that everyone deserves 
to be treated with respect. In doing so, we strengthen the connections that make Portland a 
welcoming and vibrant place to call home.

We welcome the public to join us for our monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m. You can join us either in person at the Waverly Senior Center or online at www.
portlandct.org/zoom, Zoom B (ID: 352 700 8408, password: 113ct). Agendas, minutes, and 
general information can be found at portlandct.org/solidarity-task-force. If you are interested 
in the committee, you do not have to be a member to participate! To learn more about the com-
mittee and its workgroups, email portlandctsolidarity@gmail.com.

Portland Committee on Solidarity

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; for 
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for 
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is June 29.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Monday, 6/22: Light Aerobics, 
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 6/23: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. Help make fleece teddy bears for cancer pa-
tients. Bears on a journey are seeking donations 
of light fleece (one yard or more) for making 
teddy bears for cancer patients throughout the 
state. If you would like to donate, call 860-342-
0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m. – for more 
info please contact Bivenne at bivenne@yahoo.
com; Congregate Meal, noon – $3 suggested 
donation (must fill out form). Menu: grilled 
chicken, rice pilaf, mixed veggies, dinner roll 
and butter, string cheese, orange cup; Coupons 
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; Synco-

Cize II, 5-6 p.m. – fee is donation to instructor. 
Wednesday, 6/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-

10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
a.m. – fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Bridge, 
12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 6/25: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– $3 suggested donation (must fill out form). 
Menu: Hummel Bros. Hot dog on a bun, Italian 
pasta salad, fruit cup, milk; Mah Jongg, 12:30 
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 6/26: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m. – 
cost is a $5 donation to instructor. 

June and July Special Events: Unless noted, 
registration is required for all programs. Also, 
unless noted, all programs are free.

Bingo Canceled: Bingo with Sean, sched-
uled for July 8, has been canceled.

Monday, June 22: Technology workshop, 11 
a.m. The topic for this session will be MyChart.

Thursday June 25: Drumming Circle, 2-3 
p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Fee is a $5 donation for the 
food bank. 

Friday June 26: Shopping trip to IKEA. Leave 
the center at 10 a.m. There is a $5 ride fee. 

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sun-
day at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke. 
This Sunday, June 21, Cooke will preach on 
the topic “Fearless Faith.”

Also, starting June 21 Sunday morning 
Church School will transform into a camping 
adventure in Fellowship Hall. Children will 
explore God’s world through hands-on activi-

ties, games, crafts and stories. Each week will 
feature a different camp-themed experience 
designed to spark curiosity and wonder. Chil-
dren will create a garden, build birdhouses, 
learn about animals, enjoy water activities, 
share stories, create arts and crafts, and more.

 For more information, go to firstchurch-
portlandct.org or call 860-342-3244.

YFS News and Notes
Portland Youth and Family Services (YFS) 

has announced the following items of interest. 
Call YFS at 860-342-6758 for more information.

Rent Rebate Program 2026: YFS is process-
ing rent rebates for Portland residents. Call for 
information and an appointment.

Blast-Off to Summer: June 25, 4-6 p.m., at 
the Town Green (between Senior Center and 
the Library). Come celebrate with activities 
including a petting zoo, face-painting, bounce 
house and more. 

Power-Up Portland – Prevention and Well-
ness: The mission of Power-Up Portland is to 
prevent substance abuse among the youth of 
our community. Community programs are or-
ganized to foster health and wellness, provide 
education and help everyone understand how 
to support people in recovery. All are invited the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Buck Foreman Community Center. Call YFS for 
more information. 

Portland Middle School’s boys track and field team placed second overall at the state 
championships, marking the best finish in the history of the program.

Portland Middle School 
Track Makes History 

By Josh Howard
The boys track and field team at Portland 

Middle School had a banner season this spring, 
placing second overall at the 18th annual Mid-
dle School Track and Field Championships 
that were held at Manchester High School last 
month. 

It was the team’s highest finish in program 
history.

Head coach Deb Rooth said it was a mix of 
standout performances and depth that led the 
way this year. 

“We had a strong team,” added Rooth, who 
coached the team with Marc Lapidus and Chris 
Brown. “Most of the kids came along very nicely 
and improved, especially the distance runners.”

With over 90 programs competing at the 
championships at the Barry “Mitch” Mitch-
ell Athletic Complex in Manchester, Portland 
scored 33 team points to place behind only 
Timothy Edwards (37.86) from South Windsor. 

Making the feat even more impressive is that 
Portland is composed of 7th and 8th grade ath-
letes from the under 250 total students at the 
middle school, while the champs from Timothy 
Edwards have athletes across sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades, with well over 1,000 kids total in 
the school. 

Powering Portland to the runner-up finish 
was a group of gifted sprinters and distance 
runners. Zayden Dullary, an eighth grader, won 
both the 100 meters and 200 meters. Dullary 
ran 11.54 in the 100m and 24.16 in the 200m to 
take gold in both events. 

Heithor Silva, a 7th grader, placed second in 
the 200 meters with a time of 25.23  

Portland’s 4x800 relay team of Patrick Reilly, 

Parker Anderson, Jameson St. Pierre, and Zach 
Barr placed fourth with a time of 11:43.9. Reilly 
also placed 10th individually in the 800 meters.

Also placing 10th was Portland’s 4x400 relay 
team of St. Pierre, Barr, Sebastion Robotin, and 
Jacob Phelps.

Rooth, who started coaching at the middle 
school in 2006, said the annual championships 
held in Manchester are conducted like a “profes-
sional meet”, adding “it runs very smoothly.”

Following the competition, Rooth’s team re-
ceived a second-place trophy and all competi-
tors that finished top eight in events received 
medals. 

It marked the end of a historic year for the 
team, which won all of their regular season 
league meets and took first place at the Running 
Rams Middle School Invitational in Old Say-
brook on May 15. 

Like the state championships, Dullary won 
both the 100 and 200 meters. Silva finished sec-
ond and third in the events, respectively. 

Robotin won the 55 meters hurdles, while St. 
Pierre (400 meters) and Reilly (800 meters) each 
placed second in their respective events as Port-
land pulled away from the competition, scor-
ing 85 points to finish well ahead of runner-up 
Lyme-Old Lyme (67) and the rest of the field. 

Between the boys and girls squads this sea-
son, over 70 athletes signed up for track and 
field at the local middle school and Rooth hopes 
the trend continues in years to come. 

“We have notoriously high numbers because 
we’re a no cut sport,” explained Rooth. “We 
want to make this a program that everybody can 
participate in.” 
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Making Life Easier for Those Left Behind

Marlborough Congregational Church, lo-
cated at 35 South Main St., is hosting a presen-
tation, “You’re Dead: How to Make Life Easier 
for Those Left Behind,” on Wednesday, June 
24, from 6:30-8 p.m., upstairs in the Thienes 
Lounge.

When Beth Alves’ husband unexpectedly 
died of a heart attack in 2022, she came face-
to-face with a lot more than shock and grief. 
She suddenly found herself wading through the 
unfamiliar world of wills, trusts, probate, house-

related issues and more.
What she learned prompted Alves, a profes-

sor at CT State Community College Quinebaug 
Valley, to create a list of tips designed to help 
those who are faced with the many tasks that 
must be dealt with after the death of a loved one.

Alves will also talk about the importance of 
creating an “If I Am Dead” file that is designed 
to make life easier for loved ones.

The presentation is free and is open to the 
public.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery, 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. The Christian Education team has pro-
vided quiet, activity bags, found in the narthex, 
for the youngest children to borrow and enjoy 
at summer services. Sunday School and youth 
group will resume in September.

June 21 is a Bluegrass Sunday and Father’s 
Day. All are invited for hand-clapping music led 
by the Joyful Blue, the church bluegrass band. 
The service will be led by Seaver. Her sermon 
title is “Here I Come Running,” based on Luke 
15:11-24.  After worship all are invited to Cof-
fee Hour in the Thienes Lounge for snacks and 
refreshments.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 

Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be June 28. Second-quar-
ter mission-giving will go to the AHM Mental 
Health Fund. 

Second Blessings Thrift Shop  is located on 
the lower level with easy access from the park-
ing lot. The shop is open for shopping and do-
nations Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Follow the shop 
through Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift 
Shop, Marlborough for updates. The eBay shop 
is open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium, games and 
prizes on the bus. Fee is $185 (400-level seating), 
or $255 (lower-level seating). Bus picks up/drops 
off at Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury.

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day 
Camp: For grades K-7. June 22-Aug. 14, at Blish 
Park. Campers will enjoy camp games, arts & 
crafts, swimming, sports, field trips and special 
events. All campers are supervised by counsel-
ors and lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee 
per week is $185/resident, $195/non-resident.

Swim Lessons: Begin the week of June 29. All 
lesson levels are offered. All lessons are held at 
Blish Park. Fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Family Beach Yoga Night: Tuesday, June 
23, 5:30 p.m., at Blish Park, for ages 3-10. Bring 
your own yoga mat or towel. Parent/guardian 
must be present. The class is geared toward chil-
dren ages 3-10 and their families, but all kids 
welcome. Registration fee is $25/resident, $30/
non-resident.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, June 27, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Designed to 
prepare students in grades 6-8 to be safe when 
they’re home alone, watching younger siblings 
or babysitting. Fee is $140/resident, $145/non-
resident.

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 22-26, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., at Marlborough Elementary 
School. For boys and girls ages 7-12. Fee is 
$185/resident, $190/non-resident.

Skyhawks Camp (Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball): June 29-July 2 at MES. Mini-Hawk, for 
ages 4-6, is 9 a.m.-noon, and Multi-Sport, for 
ages 7-10, is 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fee is $130/residents, 
$135/non-residents.

Mad Science-Red Hot Robots with Cod-
ing: For grades K-6. June 22-26, 9 a.m.-noon, 
at MES. Children will construct their own age-
appropriate robot throughout the week. Sup-
plies included. Registration fee is $193/resident, 
$198/non-resident.

Crayola Arts – Bouncy Bendy Arts in Mo-
tion: For grades K-6. July 6-10, 9 a.m.-noon, 
at MES. Make masterpieces with real moving 
parts, create the illusion of movement, and dis-
cover art processes that use motion to get re-
sults. Fee: $193/resident, $198/non-resident. 

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, July 11-Aug. 15, at 
West Road Memorial upper field. Mini, for age 
2, meets 9-9:35 a.m., and Classic, for ages 3-5, 
meets 9:45-10:30 a.m. Fee for Mini is $90/resi-
dent, $95/non-resident. Fee for Classic is $113/
resident, $118/non-resident. 

Skyhawks Flag Football Camp: For ages 
7-12. July 13-17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at MES. Boys 
and girls learn skills on both sides of the foot-
ball including the core components of passing, 
catching and defense. Fee is $165/residents, 
$170/non-residents.

Skyhawks Sand Volleyball Camp: For ages 
10-14. July 20-24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Blish Park. 
This program is designed for the beginning and 
intermediate player. Boys and girls will develop 
skills through game-speed drills and daily scrim-
mages. Fee: $165/resident, $170/non-resident.

Skyhawks Mini-Hawk Camp (Soccer, Base-
ball and Basketball): For ages 4-6. July 27-31, 
9 a.m.-noon, at MES. This multi-sport program 
teaches children the essentials of each sport. Fee 
is $150/resident, $155/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, chair 
massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, 
and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Free Art Classes: 6/24 from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. No experience or supplies needed. 
Students will create three landscapes and one 
seascape using painting, collage and assemblage 
techniques.

Birthday Club: June birthdays will be cel-
ebrated 6/23 from 1-2 p.m., with cake. Open 
to all friends and family. It does not have to be 
your birthday month to celebrate. However, if it 
is, please RSVP.

Advanced Care Directives: 6/24 from 2-3 
p.m. A Greater Hartford legal aide will present 
on Advanced Care Directives, with a Q&A.

Line Dancing Lessons: All levels welcomed; 
for ages 55+. July session: 7/2, 7/9, 7/16 and 
7/23, 5-7 p.m. Cost is $50/residents, $60/non-
residents. RSVP by 7/2.

Friendship Tours: Lighthouse Cruise: Aug. 
12, $156pp, 18+, open to all towns. Prior to 
cruise, enjoy brunch at Quonset ‘O’ Club. 10:15 
a.m. departure, 7 p.m. return. RSVP by July 10.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-

ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy. 

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program: 
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For 
use at participating farmers markets to purchase 
fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, and 
fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough Farm-
ers Market every Wednesday. For Marlborough 
residents only. Income limit: Household 1 - 
$2,461/month, Household 2 - $3,337

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For 
application assistance, call the senior center. 
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Ella Hatzikostas Receives Lions Scholarship

The Marlborough Lions Club’s annual Donald Lack Scholarship was awarded this 
year to Ella Hatzikostas of Marlborough. Pictured from left are Emanuel, Erin and 
Ella Hatzikostas, Jean Paul Bolduc and Tom Reiser.

The Marlborough Lions Club’s 2026 annual 
Donald Lack Scholarship was awarded this year 
to Ella Hatzikostas of Marlborough, daughter of 
Erin and Emanuel Hatzikostas, who graduated 
this year from RHAM High School. 

Marlborough Lions Club President Jean Paul 
Bolduc and Lions Club Treasurer Tom Rei-
ser presented the $1,000 scholarship check to 
Hatzikostas and wished her well on his future 
endeavors. Hatzikostas will attend the Univer-
sity of Maryland in the fall and will study psy-
chology/criminology (pre-law).

During her time at RHAM, Hatzikostas ex-
celled both academically and in athletics. She 
achieved a 3.85 (4.8 weighted) GPA and was 
inducted as a member of the National Honor 
Society in 2024. She was also Class Vice Presi-
dent from her freshman to senior years and 
School Spirit Leader during her senior year. In 
athletics, she was a member of the varsity cross 
country team during her sophomore through 
senior years and captain during her senior year, 
played varsity basketball from her freshman to 
senior years, and played varsity softball during 

her freshman and sophomore years. 
Hatzikostas also volunteered to serve as a 4H 

Camp Counselor, coached “Summer of Swish 
Basketball Camp” and “Shots for Tots Basketball 
Camp” and volunteered with the Hebron Maple 
Fest, Glastonbury Apple Fest and Hebron Lions 
Pancake Breakfast. Based on these impressive 
accomplishments, Hatzikostas was selected as 
this year’s Marlborough Lions Club scholarship 
recipient.

The Marlborough Lions Club’s primary goal 
is to provide services for those with vision im-
pairment; however, the Lions also serve their 
community by supporting local social services 
such as the Marlborough Food Bank and annual 
vision screening for our children at Marlbor-
ough’s elementary school. 

The Marlborough Lions have recently wel-
comed new members to the club and encour-
age those who would like to learn more about 
joining to reach out to club president Jean Paul 
Bolduc at 860-798-2054 or club secretary Ken 
Hjulstrom at 860-490-9116.

Dog Licenses Available at Town Hall
Dog licenses are now available in the Town 

Clerk’s office. Please check and make sure your 
dog’s rabies certificate is up to date as licenses 
cannot be issued without a current rabies cer-
tificate.

If you register your dog(s) by June 15 and 
bring an item to donate to the Marlborough 
Food Bank, your pup(s) will be entered into a 
raffle for the number one dog tag. The town will 
draw the winner on June 16. There is one entry 
per dog.

The fee for spayed or neutered dogs is $8 

and $19 for unaltered. You must license your 
dog before July 1 or a $1 late fee will be added 
each month. If you choose to get your license 
through the mail, please include $1.23 for post-
age, and make your check out to the Town of 
Marlborough.

The Town Clerk’s hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday; 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday; and 8 a.m. to noon 
on Friday.

RTC to Host Bingo
The Marlborough Republican Town Com-

mittee will host a night of bingo on Friday, June 
19, at the American Legion, 128 East Hampton 
Rd. Doors open at 6 p.m., and bingo starts at 
6:30 p.m.

There will be cash and gift prizes, Tea Cup 
raffles, and door prizes. Food, snacks and re-
freshments will be provided.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. 
For more information or to reserve a spot, call 
or text Zina at 860-798-6038.

Scholarships Awarded
The Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department 

Woman’s Auxiliary recently presented Marlbor-
ough seniors Kamden Bevans, Brenna D’Amico 
and Reese Montstream with the auxiliary’s 10th 
annual scholarship award.

Dean’s List
Sarah West of Marlborough made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Marlborough 
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 
14, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Attendees can expect 
live music and artisanal goods such as goat milk 
soaps, fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods, 
a variety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marlborough 
Town Green, and the first 100 shoppers will 
receive a free Marlborough Farmers tote bag. 
Produce farms selling at the market will also be 
accepting WIC and senior vouchers.
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$2.00 OFF Any Large Pizza
With this ad thru 6/30/26. Not to be combined with any other offers.
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Where Tradition Meets Innovation!

(860) 295-8181 • Marlborough, CT
www.marlboroughpizzact.com

Call For Reservations

JOIN US FOR

Father’s Day!
Dinners & Appetizers
Steak, Seafood & Chicken Specials!

Large, Spacious Outdoor Patio 
Now Open for Outside Dining!
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9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

R
E1

-3
0-

26

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

Flute Loops Coming to Arts Center
The Marlborough Arts Center will hold a 

4th Friday Arts Café concert with Flute Loops 
& Ala Carte, on Friday, June 26, at 7:30 p.m., at 
the arts center, 231 N. Main St.

Flute Loops is a Connecticut-based adult 
flute choir founded by flutist Erin Vivero. 
The group is known for its humorous, highly 
theatrical and educational performances. Its 
performances have included showcases at the 
National Flute Convention in Chicago and 
San Antonio; performing the national anthem 
at a Hartford Yard Goats game; and more. The 
evening’s concert will not just include Flute 
Loops but a quartet of Vivero and friends that 
include piano, bass and drums.

For more about Flute Loops go to erinvive-
ro.com/flute-loops.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine 
on. Other non-alcoholic beverages are avail-
able. There is on-site parking, and the arts 
center is handicapped-accessible.

Admission to this program is subsidized 
by a grant from the Marlborough Greater 
Together Community Fund of the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.
org or call 860-467-6353.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John 
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at 
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked 
to call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible 
School will be Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-noon dai-
ly. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details may 
be found on the church website. Cindy Bryan, 
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school 
youth group. Registration for the new academic 
year will be during the summer. Stay tuned on 
the church website with further information.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 

Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. 

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is starting up and 
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields 
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. Food drives are held weekly 
for the Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with spe-
cific shopping lists are available at the Masses. 
Sandwich-making and collection continues the 
last Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de 
Paul in Middletown. Other scheduled service 
opportunities can be found in the weekly bul-
letin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Winners Announced for Top Dog Competition

Twelve dogs and their owners competed in Marlborough’s Top Dog competition on June 7. Prizes were given to the winner in each group. In the photo at right are, from 
left, the three winners (and their owners): Canyon, the Top Dog, and his owners Allie Thomas and husband; the winner of the Liberty Look-Alike contest, Bean, and his 
owners the Jarmains; and winner of the Declaration of Independence Tricks and Commands category, Duke, owned by Larissa Vilcinskas.  

On Sunday, June 7, 12 dogs competed in three 
categories at the Marlborough Top Dog compe-
tition, sponsored by Marlborough’s 250 Ameri-
ca Committee. 

The three categories were Liberty Look-Alike 
(dog and owners looking alike in many ways), 
Declaration of Independence for Unique Talent 
(tricks and commands), and overall Top Dog, 
Founders Best Friend. From 6 months old to 14 
years, these dogs showed what made them spe-

cial, the committee said. Each winner received a 
doggie gift basket, and the Top Dog received a 
Yeti engraved bowl as well.

 The committee said judges had a difficult 
time coming up with the winners, but eventual-
ly the winner in each category was announced. 
For the Liberty Look-Alike category, dressed in 
matching tie-dye shirts was Bean, a boxer doo-
dle owned by Ciara Jarmain. For the category 
“Declaration of Independence,” featuring tricks 

and commands, the winner was Duke, a lab mix 
owned by Larissa Vilcinskas, who showed off 
several tricks and obeyed several commands.

Finally, the Grand Prize – Marlborough’s Top 
Dog – was awarded to Canyon, a mini berne-
doodle owned by Allie Thomas. This sweet dog 
charmed the judges and the committee said the 
speech given as to why he should be Top Dog 
was quite convincing!

Marlborough’s 250 Committee has worked on 

planning activities for the community since last 
summer. With support from donations by sev-
eral local businesses and some individuals the 
committee is able to provide a variety of activi-
ties without cost to any participant. The com-
mittee’s activities began in February and will 
continue throughout the remainder of the year. 
For more information, go to the Marlborough 
Preservation Society website at marlborough-
history.org.

Summer Classes at Arts Center
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., is offering a number of classes this 
summer.

Christine Allison, the art teacher at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School, will teach a one-day 
workshop on Sumi-E Painting: Serenity in Japa-
nese Painting. The workshop will guide makers 
of any ability level through an art experience 
that embraces zen, simplicity, and imperfec-
tions. After practicing brush strokes in exercis-
es, you will then create a full-sized finish piece 
of art.

Due to popular demand for Rebecca Moran’s 
classes, the center will add another six-week 

Watercolor II session on Mondays starting June 
29. This series is for anyone with previous ex-
perience using watercolor. Students will ap-
ply techniques and compositions to their own 
paintings. And for continuing and new stu-
dents, Alan James returns for another six-week 
series of Impressionistic Watercolor, in which 
you will compose a new painting on each day of 
the workshop. If away on vacation and you miss 
a session, he will work with you on a make-up 
session.

More workshops may be added before sum-
mer’s end and there will be a good lineup for 
fall, the arts center said.

For details on each workshop and to register, 
go to www.marlborougharts.org. Or for more 
information, call 860-467-6353.

Dean’s List
Katherine Granatini of Marlborough made 

the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Marist University 
in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

She is currently a sophomore, majoring in 
business administration.

Dean’s List
Evan St. Amand of Marlborough made the 

Dean’s List at the University of Hartford.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

East Hampton school bus driver Verna Killian and her students were the first resi-
dents to find one of 13 Bevin Bells the company had hidden around town to mark 
America 250.

Bus Driver, Students are First to Find Hidden Bell
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton school bus driver Verna 
Killian always goes out of her way to keep her 
elementary students engaged. The East Hamp-
ton resident decorates her bus, holds art con-
tests, and plays games like “20 Questions” with 
the students she drives.

So when Killian’s mom told her that Bevin 
Bells had hidden 13 “America 250” bells, labeled 
one through 13, around town for residents to 
find, Killian decided she’d have the kids keep an 
eye out for them. 

She told the elementary school students 
about it in the morning on the first day of the 
scavenger hunt, June 1, and the kids spent the 
afternoon ride with their faces “plastered to the 
windows,” she said, looking for any sign of a 
bell. There were four spots, she said, where they 
thought they might have seen one, and one lo-
cation that they were pretty sure about.

Killian couldn’t step out to check or retrieve 
any found bells quite yet — she couldn’t leave 
the kids unattended in the bus, and she had to 
get them home — so she dropped them off, then 
returned in her own car. At that first spot, there 
it was, right by the flagpole near the lake.

Killian drives Bus 1, and when she saw that 
it was bell number one, she said, she felt it was 
meant to be. “The fact that it was bell number 
one and we’re in bus one,” she said. “There’s so 
many synchronicities.”

Killian called Bevin Bells to report her find 
and leave a message, but the kids didn’t find out 
until the next day. When they did, she said, it 
was pandemonium.

“Everybody was standing up, everybody was 
screaming, it was a great time,” she said. “Every-
body got to hold it in the bag. They passed it 
around and they were having a blast with it. It 

was so cute.”
“You were the first ones to find a bell,” Cici 

Bevin, president of Bevin Bells, told Killian this 
past week. “Bell number one on bus one on the 
first day.” 

Bevin said that the idea for the bell scavenger 
hunt came from Cap Egan, Bevin Bells’ office 
manager. 

“As part of the town’s America 250 celebra-
tion, we just thought it’d be fun to do something 
with bells,” said Egan, “so I came up with the 
idea for 13 bells, for the 13 colonies.” She said 
she saw the hunt as a “kind of a take on the orbs 
that they hide on Block Island,” referencing the 
island’s hidden glass orbs that have become an 
annual tradition.

“We’re just thrilled that the kids found num-
ber one,” she added.

As of press time, Bevin said that bells had so 
far been found at several locations, including 
the Senior Center, the VFW and the Chatham 
Historical Society. Five were still remaining to 
be found.

Bevin, a sixth-generation member of the 
company’s founding family, said it’s been excit-
ing to see how excited even grown adults have 
been at finding the bell,

“People have come into the factory holding 
their bell, like ‘I found it!’ People that we know, 
people that we don’t know,” she said.

Bevin said that the company was proud of the 
role it played in the town and the nation’s histo-
ry. That’s why it was important to do something 
for the 250th anniversary, she said.

“Bevin Bells was founded in 1832, and Bell-
town, which is East Hampton, was the center 
of bell making in the United States, that’s how 
the name came to be,” she said. “We’re the only 
remaining bell company in town, there used to 

be 20 or more. We just feel a real kinship to the 
history of this town and celebrating it and being 
a real part of the community is important to us.”

The bells that are hidden are the same ones 
that are being sold in stores, Bevin said, includ-
ing on military bases worldwide. They are being 
sold locally at both Paul’s and Sandy’s and at Ace 
Hardware in town. 

Memorial School Assistant Principal Andrea 
Montovani said the kids had been very excited 
when they found the bell, and she added the 
school had also found another bell in its garden. 
Montovani said Memorial School students had 
been learning both about the founding of the 
United States and about East Hampton history, 
so the 13 bells were a nice tie in with that. More-
over, she said, it was just a fun and exciting treat 
for the end of the school year.

Bevin Bells typically lets the finder of the hid-
den bell keep it, and then gives them a second 
bell as a reward once they report it, but in this 

case, since there were about 37 young finders 
(along with one proud bus driver) the company 
got creative. They awarded Killian the bell and 
the bonus bell, but on Tuesday, June 16, when 
the students were dropped off at Memorial 
School, the company also gave each student on 
the bus a small bell.

Killian, who is in her fourth year driving a 
bus for M&J Bus Services, which operates buses 
for East Hampton Public Schools, said this ex-
perience has been the highlight of her bus driv-
ing career. She said she loves all the students she 
sees every day, and that this was a chance for 
everyone to come together.

“Nothing can beat this,” she said. “Absolutely, 
because every kid got to smile.”

Moreover, on the day that they all got their 
reward bells, she said, “we all actually got to get 
out of the bus, together, as a group, which is 
something we never do.” 

“It was so nice to be together,” she said. 

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
It would be very helpful if glass bottles and alu-
minum cans could be separated prior to drop 
off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 

Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are t-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Summer Breaks: Bible Study, Sunday School 
and Choir are all on break for the summer 
months.

Cobalt Lodge Service: The monthly Cobalt 
Lodge worship will be held immediately after 
church on June 20.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; reg-
ister at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-
senior-center for more information and a list of 
regular weekly and monthly activities, including 
games, quilting, the Trailblazers walking group, 
Bible study, tap dance, Yarn Yogis, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays, 2-6 p.m., with Ria Irons, a certified 
community health worker, who will provide 
services on help with medication, communicat-
ing with health care providers, understanding 
care instructions and connecting with local re-
sources. Health insurance will be billed for this 
service when possible. Call for an appointment.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Meets ev-
ery second and fourth Monday at 10 a.m. All 
men are invited for a social hour of facts, activi-
ties and snacks. 

Linefit: Every other Monday until Aug. 18, at 
2:30 p.m. Drop-ins welcome for $5. Class taught 
by Marianna Sigleski.

Ready to Respond – How to Help in Chok-
ing Situations: Tuesday, June 23, 10:30 a.m. 
Members of the East Hampton Ambulance 
Association will provide a hands-on demon-
stration on how to respond during a choking 
emergency. Participants will learn the signs of 

choking, when to act, and the proper steps for 
performing the frontal thrust maneuver safely. 

Café Conversations with the Coordinator: 
Tuesday, June 23, 12:15 p.m. Share ideas, con-
cerns and feedback with center director Holly 
Marrero.

Wednesday Film Fun: Wednesday, June 
24, 1 p.m. A Real Pain (2024; rated R) will be 
shown. The movie stars Kieran Culkin and Jesse 
Eisenberg as two mismatched cousins travel-
ing through Poland to honor their late grand-
mother. 

Honoring the Journey: Thursday, June 25, 11 
a.m. This group can help participants to navigat-
ing loss and prioritize safety, validation, and the 
transition from acute pain to integrated memory.

The Script Society: Thursday, June 25, 2 p.m. 
In this monthly interactive program with actress 
and director Val Bozzi, participants bring stories 
to life by reading and exploring a variety of en-
gaging scripts together. No experience needed. 

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, June 26, 10 
a.m. Ride at Harlem Valley Trail, 13 Main St., 
Millerton, NY. For riders 55 and older. Bring 
your bike, helmet and water bottle. Call 860-
267-4426 for ride information and to register.

Trips: Thimble Island Cruise: Thursday, July 
9, departing the senior center at 9:45 a.m. Sail 
aboard the Volsunga IV for a narrated tour of 
the Thimble Islands. Depart the center at 9:30 
a.m. for a 11 a.m. tour. Bring your own lunch – 
drink and dessert provided. Cost is $20 with bus 
transportation.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready to 
help. Each week staff will consult with you on a 
shopping list and a volunteer will do the shop-
ping and deliver it to your home. Call the center 
to sign up.

YPPCA Taking Registrations for Summer Theater Camp
The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts 

(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its 
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6–12. The four-week program will 
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be 
held at East Hampton High School.

Fee is $775 per child; additional children in 

a family are $725. Scholarships are available for 
families with demonstrated financial need.

In Summer Theater Camp, mornings are de-
voted to skill-building workshops, and after-
noons are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s 
mainstage production – which this year will be 
Disney’s hit musical Frozen. 

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for June: Nancy Riella of 
Colchester. Her coastal and nautically themed 
watercolors can be viewed during regular li-
brary hours. 

Save the date:  For a performance of blues 
and jazz with musicians Lynn Tracey and Han-
nah Ardens on Sunday, July 19 at 5 p.m. Origi-
nal poetry selections will be provided by Sym-
petalous – a.k.a. Stan Lindh. 

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-

noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays at 
7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, email 
tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-0246.

Troop 57 Bottle Drive
Troop 57 will have its next bottle drive Sat-

urday, June 20, from 9 a.m.-noon. Bring clean 
cans, plastics and glass to the American Distill-
ing Parking lot, 31 East High St.

Since Connecticut charges 10 cent on soda, 
beer, water, tea, kombucha, and juice, all of 
these clean containers can be dropped off. It 
may not specifically say Connecticut will pay 
the 10 cents, but if you paid a deposit, the scouts 
can take it.  However, Connecticut doesn’t pay 
for milk containers, dairy products, wine and 
hard liquor, so they will not be accepted.

For more information, call Annette Kowalc-
zyk at 860-267-2962.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“No more pencils,
no more books, no more 
teacher’s dirty looks!”

—Alice Cooper

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

NEED TIRES?
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*See store for details.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Purchase a set of 4 
qualifying 
Continental Tires 
between 
June 1-30, 2026 
and get a $110 
Continental Tire 
Prepaid Mastercard*

Get A
$110 REBATE

Yes. really.
THE SMART CHOICE IN TIRES

Officials Go Back to the Drawing Board
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton’s Board of Finance, Board of 
Education and Town Council got to work in the 
past week to take on the challenge of figuring 
out how to get a potentially passable budget be-
fore voters as quickly as possible. 

The boards were back at it due to the failure 
of the town and education budgets at the June 2 
referendum vote. With inflation, rising health-
care costs, and a recent townwide property re-
valuation putting strains on both municipal and 
taxpayer budgets, they had their work cut out 
for them.

At a tri-board meeting involving all three 
bodies on June 11, as well as at a recent Board of 
Finance meeting on June 15, board and coun-
cil members sought to figure out what might 
be able to be cut, and sought to figure out what 
they most wanted to try to keep.

The debate at times turned philosophical, 
with Board of Finance Vice Chair Dan Finn, a 
Democrat, and Board of Finance member Jim 
Radavich, a Republican, offering up starkly dif-
ferent views of priorities and what the commu-
nity should look like. At the tri-board meeting, 
Radavich suggested at one point that, if school 
cuts led to the public schools being less desir-
able to young families, that he would be OK 
with those families leaving town or deciding not 
to move here.

“If the town has to trim back the school ser-
vices, or whatever the case may be, I don’t think 
that’s a bad thing,” he said. “If the people speak 
and you adjust and people want to leave or 
move out, it’s not a bad thing. It’s just how the 
town evolves and changes.”

Finn countered by offering an example of what 
he saw as a vibrant, healthy community, using 
the example of a church on Sunday morning.

“[You go to church] on a Sunday morning, 
and you hear the church is full of babies and 
kids making noise, right? You think to yourself, 
is this church an alive church that’s growing, 
that’s healthy? You think yeah, right?”  he asked. 

“But if you go to a service and it’s like, there’s 
no sound, and it’s just quiet and it’s a lot of 
people with hair the same color as yours and 
mine,” he said, referencing his own graying hair, 
“you think, ‘This church doesn’t really feel like 
it’s thriving. Feels like it’s maybe dying.’ I think 
that same thing is true about towns. If we have 
a town where people want to come and raise a 
family here, they want to come and be a part of 
this community and be engaged, I think you’ve 
got a town that’s got a future.”

Many board and council members noted the 
concern in the community about the poten-
tial loss of both the Smart Start and Beginner 
Bellringers preschool programs, and pointed 
out that many residents had expressed, both in 
public comment and in other communications, 
that they did not want to see those programs go. 
At the same time, everyone knew that, to get a 
budget to pass, there would need to be cuts on 
the education side of the budget.

At the Board of Finance meeting, chair AJ Sp-
agnoletti, a Democrat, said that part of the chal-
lenge, in his view, was that, while voters had vot-
ed down the budgets and were struggling with 
possibility of higher taxes, his general sense was 
that voters also did not want to lose programs 

and services. Both he and Finn pointed out that, 
because the budget was already trimmed so 
tightly in previous discussions, there were not a 
lot of excess costs that could easily be cut, mean-
ing any significant cuts would likely mean that 
residents would see services, staff or programs 
go away.

One potential solution, championed by Finn, 
that would allow the town to decrease its overall 
costs, involved using some of the approximate 
$600,000 projected surplus that the town cur-
rently has on one-time capital costs (“spending 
money that we already have,” he said), to offset 
those budgetary items. Town Manager Dave 
Cox said that this was a solution that could help, 
but he advised limiting using those funds to-
wards one-time costs, as opposed to more fixed 
costs, because those funds may not be there the 
following year.

While many seemed on board with this idea, 
at the Board of Finance meeting, Radavich said 
he still wanted more cuts. He said that he be-
lieved that cuts, and not just tax relief, was what 
voters wanted, adding that he wanted to see the 
town “do more with less,” though he did not of-
fer suggestions for specific cuts.

At that meeting, there was some debate 
among the board about the idea of “essential” 
services that everyone used. While all seemed 
to agree on the importance of police and emer-
gency services, some board members, like Da-
vid Caterisano, a Democrat, said he rejected the 
idea of an “a la carte budget” where residents 
wanted to fund only the specific services that 
they directly used.

“That’s not how towns work,” he said, adding 
the town needed to consider what was for their 
community, not just themselves as individuals.

Another idea, which was initially proposed 
at the tri-board meeting, involved reducing the 
town’s transfer station operating hours so that 
it would only be open once a month instead of 
once a week. That idea was later pushed aside 
at the Board of Finance meeting after Cox re-
ported that the station frequently filled its con-
tainers on those service days. If the station filled 
quickly on limited days, it would have to close 

early, and many worried that fewer hours would 
result in large refuse items being dumped on 
roads, among other challenges.

There was also plenty of conversation about 
the Board of Education budget. Superintendent 
of Schools Timothy Van Tasel, and Board of Ed-
ucation Chair Nancy Kohler both said that edu-
cation cuts were a struggle. She said that board 
members tried to make decisions “with the best 
interests of the children” in mind, and that none 
of them believed cuts were in their best interest.

“We have nothing less to reduce other than 
things that we feel are vitally important,” she 
said, “and that’s a heartbreaking decision to 
make.”

Van Tasel told the public and the boards that, 
“You have something very special in this school 
system,” and said they would do their best to try 
to make cuts without losing that, saying that he 
understood the financial challenges that many 
in town faced.

At the end of the Board of Finance meeting 
on Monday night, the board agreed to look at 
the budget in order to target specific areas and 
potential cuts, and return with suggestions for 
possible cuts the following Monday, with the 
goal of being able to present a proposed budget 
to the town council for them to vote on putting 
to referendum the following day.

One continued issue, as always, was that of 
voter turnout. At the previous week’s tri-board 
meeting, Town Council member Joelyn Leon, a 
Democrat, lamented the turnout again.

“People did not come out and vote,” she 
said, and when Board of Finance member Ali-
son Walck, a Republican, pointed out that the 
turnout was “considered a very good turn out,” 
speaking historically,  Leon countered, “that’s 
still sad.”

Leon said she knew it was hard for people 
find the time to get involved or to make the time 
to vote, but that she hoped they could find ways 
to make it to the polls.

If the Town Council were to approve send-
ing a revised budget to referendum, it could be 
voted on as early as July 14.

Bevin Bell Events Coming Up
The Chatham Historical Society has teamed 

up with the Bevin Bell factory for two special 
events on Saturday, June 20.

Town-Wide Tag Sale: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The 
tag sale will be at 6 Bevin Blvd. Check out old 
and new items set up in the one-room school-
house. Free parking is available. From the 
one-room schoolhouse it is a short walk down 
to the Bevin Bell Factory tour (see below). 
Take a left on Summit and a right on Watrous.

Bevin Bell Tour: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. This is an 

open house and factory tour.  Park for free 
at the Chatham Historical Society Museum, 
as there is limited parking at the factory. The 
open house will give visitors a behind-the-
scenes look at the craftsmanship, equipment, 
and people behind Bevin’s American-made 
bells. Guests will have the opportunity to tour 
the factory floor, learn about the bell-making 
process, and meet members of the Bevin team. 
Admission is free. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Baby Bottle Drive: The Baby Bottle Drive to 
benefit the ABC Women’s Center will end on 
Father’s Day, June 21. Bottles are available at the 
church.

Men’s Group: Will meet Wednesday, July 8 
from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around what 
the Bible says about being a man. There will be 
coffee and pastries.

Chicken Barbecue: The next drive-thru 
Chicken Barbecue will be held Saturday, Aug. 8, 
from noon to 5 p.m., at the Church field.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com

2252 Main Street, Glastonbury • 42 High Street, East Hampton
24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
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Brothers oil 
Company

When the heat’s on us...We deliver!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

We Accept
energy AssistAnce$99 Exam & X-Rays To

New Patients Without Insurance
Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

All Ages: Summer Reading Kickoff!: Friday, 
June 26, 5-7 p.m., at Memorial School. There will 
be an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
free ice cream from the Ice Cream Dream truck, 
a farm petting zoo with Xen’s Critters, and face-
painting by Epoch Arts. This is a chance to learn 
more about the Summer Reading Program. 
(Note the location change to Memorial School.)

Family Trivia Night: A Journey Through 
Time: Monday, June. 29, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Adult Programs: Book Club Al Fresco 
(Sears Park): Wednesday, June 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Grab a copy of this month’s selection and come 
to Sears Park for a casual discussion with lake-

side views.
Tech Help: Thursday, June 25, 2-4 p.m. Basic 

technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you.

Wolf Conservation Center Presents: 
North American Wolves:  Tuesday, June 29, 6 
p.m. Meet a Wolf Conservation Center expert to 
learn more about wolves, their habitats, and the 
work WCC is doing to protect the endangered 
Red Wolf and Mexican Gray Wolf.

Lunch Bunch – The Next Chapter (Fresh-
men  Only!):  Wednesday, July 1, 1-2 p.m. Bring 
your lunch and the book you are currently reading. 

Teen TCG Club (Grades 8-12): Friday, July 
3, 1-3 p.m. Come play your favorite trading card 
games alongside fellow fans or learn a new one. 
Players of Magic: The Gathering, Pokemon, Yu-
Gi-Oh!, and more are invited to this afternoon 
of friendly competition. Magic: The  Gather-
ing decks will be available for new players to use.

Children’s Programs: Science Heroes Pres-
ents: Diggin’ It!: Saturday, June 27, 11 a.m. In 
this interactive S.T.E.M. show for the whole 
family, conduct experiments about the chang-
ing states of matter, pressure, and more while 
raising a shovel to scientist who work with dirt. 
Best for Grades K-5. Register or drop in.  

Police Activity Recap
East Hampton Police report that, from 

June 1-14, officers responded to 35 medi-
cal calls, four motor vehicle crashes and 13 
alarms, and made 72 traffic stops.

On a Hot Day, Bellringers Graduate Into Bright Futures

One East Hampton High School gradu-
ate outfitted her cap in the fashion of The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar – reminding her 
fellow students to stay motivated.

By Anne Lilburn
On Friday, June 12, 116 East Hampton High 

School seniors filed onto the school field for 
their graduation ceremony, and less than an 
hour later, they had switched their tassels, 
thrown their caps, and were lining up to ring a 
ceremonial bell, as if signifying their arrival to 
the wider world.

The Class of 2026 graduated on an especially 
warm night, with temperatures reaching into 
the low 90s that day. Families sat patiently in 
chairs on the lawn, with some scattered among 
the bleachers as well.

Class Essayist Ashley Johnson referenced 
bells in her speech to the graduating Bellringers: 
“For years,” she said, “bells have run our lives”: 
from alarm bells, to the bells letting them know 
to change classes, to the ones letting them know 
it was time to go home. She remembered trying 
to imitate the school bells, and trying to figure 
out the exact pitch of the bell in band and choir. 
An A, at 440 Hz, she said they had settled on.

“Somewhere along the way, the bell stopped 
being just noise. It became structure. It became 
routine. It became the rhythm of our days,” she 
said. She said she had come to appreciate those 
rhythms, with the  “small moments we didn’t 
think twice about at the time because we as-
sumed they would always be there.”

In high school, she told the audience, “we be-
came Bellringers. Not just people who hear the 
bell. But people who understand rhythm. Peo-
ple who know how to move with time instead 

of just reacting to it. People who can start again, 
reset, shift, and keep going because we’ve been 
practicing it every single day without realizing.” 

Salutatorian Sofia Aresco remembered walk-
ing around the high school with a map on her 
first day of high school, which she said had been 
delayed for her by a case of Covid had kept her 
home for the first week.

“I make fun of 14-year-old me,” she said, 
“walking around with a somewhat useless map 
and trying to figure out where you belong is 
what high school is for. There is no way to plan 
or map out your whole high school experi-
ence. Sure, we have goals, but the best parts of 
high school take place in uncharted territory. 
Whether it’s finally making friends with some-
one new in your X-block after four years, trying 
out a brand-new sport, taking an elective you 
never expected to enjoy, or any other activity 
or any other spontaneous decision you make in 
high school, these are the moments that allow 
us to really grow and learn who we are.”

She gave advice to her little sister Juliana, who 
is about to start high school herself next year, 
telling her, “You may feel lost, even with a map. 
But eventually, you’ll find your people, your 
passions, and most importantly, yourself.” 

“Although none of us know exactly where life 
will take us next, I think we’re leaving EHHS a 
little less lost than when we first walked in,” she 
concluded.

Valedictorian Madelyn Daniels also referenced 
her family, talking about her great grandmother, 

who was herself valedictorian of her graduating 
class. She remembered meeting her great-grand-
mother when she was very young, not knowing 
that she had been valedictorian – because while 
being valedictorian was important, she said, 
much like her classmates’ achievements in other 
areas had been important, these achievements 
were “not what we will be remembered by.” 

Daniels said she hoped that someday she and 
her classmates would be remembered for quali-
ties beyond their accomplishments on paper, 
she hoped they will be remembered instead for 
“being kind of funny or special.” She referenced 
a quote often attributed to Maya Angelou, which 
reads, “I’ve learned that people will forget what 
you said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made them feel.”

Principal Eric Verner shared his thoughts on 
the graduating class with the audience, describ-
ing them as “scholars, artists and athletes,” and 
noting their work with service organizations, 
including Interact, fire explorers and the Special 
Olympics, among other groups.

He said he appreciated their fondness for 
‘70s music and thrifting, and said that while he 
knew the class “likes to spend a lot of time at 
the beach,” he thought they needed to use more 
sunscreen.

Verner said that, more than anything, the 
Class of 2026 had cared deeply about their 
school. Now, he said, they faced their future, 
with all its choices. He quoted Robert Frost’s fa-
mous poem,  “The Road Not Taken,” in which 
“two roads diverged in a wood,” and also Led 

Zeppelin’s “Stairway to Heaven”:
“Yes, there are two paths you can go by, but in 

the long run,” read the lyrics, “there’s still time to 
change the road you’re on.”

“Your paths started in East Hampton,” he told 
the graduates, “and you can always come home.”

“You’ll always be Bellringers,” Verner said.

Recreation News
East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion to register, call 860-267-7300 or visit www.
easthamptonrec.com.

Mad Science Camp: July 13-17, 9 a.m.-noon, 
at Center School, for ages 5-10. Cost is $115. 

Art Explosion Camp: July 20-24, 9 a.m.-
noon, at Center School, for ages 5-10. Cost is 
$115.

Hoop it Up Basketball Camp: July 13-17, 
9:30-11:30 a.m., at Center School, for grades 
1-6. Cost is $140. 

Coastal Christmas in July: July 29, 6:30-8 
p.m., at Town Hall. Fee is $45.

Camp Wildwood at Lake Pocotopaug at 
Sears Park: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., for ages 
6-12. Cost is $225. 

Golf Tournament Rescheduled: The tourna-
ment will now be Thursday, Sept. 3, at Black-
ledge Country Club in Hebron. The event will 
feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a four-
person scramble format. Lunch/dinner and two 

drink tickets are included for every golfer. Not a 
golfer? Register just for dinner ($50). Sponsor-
ship options available as well. A highlight to this 
year’s tournament will be a Hole-in-One con-
test, where golfers will have a chance to win a 
2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There will also be a raffle 
contest and prizes. The tournament benefits 
East Hampton Sears Park Playground equip-
ment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

Education Records
to be Discarded 

The guidance department of East Hampton 
High School will destroy any and all education 
cumulative files of students who graduated or 
would have graduated with the classes of 1969-
1976.

These records will be destroyed on July 17.
If any student, as described above, would like 

their education cumulative file, they must sub-
mit a written request for a copy of the records 
no later than July 3. Send all requests to Rose-
ann Bullett, Guidance Administrative Assistant, 
East Hampton High School, 15 North Maple St., 
East Hampton, CT 06424.

Tennis Program for Adults
The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-

gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-11 a.m., at the East 
Hampton High School courts. 

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome. 
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires 
no partners and is open to all levels of adult 
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up. 

For more information, call or text Natalie 
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Strawberry Shortcake
& Tag Sale

On Saturday, June 20, the Second Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam 
will sell strawberry shortcakes from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Cost is $14. While the sale is first-
come, first-served, you can also reserve by 
calling 860-682-2067.

The strawberry shortcake sale is in con-
junction with Second Congregational’s an-
nual church fair, which runs 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
and will feature crafts, tag sale items and 
Rada cutlery.



NEWS BULLETIN • June 19, 2026	 Page 19

COLOR

R
E5

-2
9-

26

Get ready for the 46th annual

OLD HOME DAYS 
Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday

  JULY 9–11
Three days of family fun, local flavors & community spirit

DONATE ONLINE OR MAIL A CHECK WITH THIS FORM
Old Home Days, PO Box 213, East Hampton, CT 06424

Every dollar goes directly into Old Home Day Activities. We Thank You!

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: JUNE 30TH

DON’T MISS:

• Thrilling Rides

• Live Music

• New Food Options

• Bike Raffle

• Road Race

• Local Vendors

• EPIC PARADE

HELP MAKE  
THE MAGIC  
HAPPEN!
We need you –  
our amazing  
community and local businesses –  
to help bring Old Home Days  
to life! Scan to pledge or use the 
form below. We’ll recognize you 
with a thank you in the Rivereast. 

Businesses can visit our website ehohd.org or facebook.com/
EastHamptonOldHomeDays for sponsorship opportunities.

Old Home Days runs entirely on donations  
from the community and local businesses.

RE6-5-26

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 6.15% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Brennan Johnson 

and Benjamin Maynard made the spring 2026 
Dean’s List at Western New England University 
in Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Abigail Flynn and 

Michaela Healy, and Middle Haddam resident 
Bridget Keilbach, made the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at the University of New England.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Join Us for Join Us for 
Father’s Day Father’s Day 

June 21st!June 21st!

Celebrating Community, Then and Now
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Win a 2026 Chevy Colorado Pick-Up Truck
The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary 

Club is selling raffle tickets for its largest fun-
draiser of the year. The drawing will be held at 
East Hampton Old Home Days on Saturday, 
July 11, at 8 p.m., at Bevin Park on the Cen-
ter School grounds. The grand prize is a 2026 
Chevy Colorado LT crew cab truck.

The second prize is a cabin stay on Laurel Is-
land, Lake Pocotopaug, third prize is an Estate 
Planning gift certificate at Kenneth Barber and 
Associates, and fourth prize is a $250 gift certifi-

cate to Lakehouse Bar & Grill. 
Only 800 tickets will be sold, at a price of 

$100 each ticket.
Winners need not be present and are respon-

sible for all federal and state taxes. 
Most of the tickets are already spoken for but 

occasionally a longtime buyer decides it’s time 
to pass the raffle ticket number off to someone 
else. If you would like to be added to the waiting 
list, call Rotarian Pam Greenwald at 860-965-
4646 or email pjoslyngreenwald@gmail.com.

34 Luxury Suites

Modern Therapy

Compassionate
Care

Vibrant
Community

Cobalt HealthCare and
Rehabilitation Center features

34 luxury suites, modern therapy 
rooms, and personalized in-house 

rehab care focused on
restoring strength, mobility,

and independence.

29 Middle Haddam Rd.
Rte 151 East Hampton, CT 860-267-9034

Cobalt Healthcare & 
Rehabilitation Center

RE6-19-26
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YOU MAY GO TO HEAVEN
 Without Health
    Without Wealth
      Without Fame
      Without Religion
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Without	Education
          Without Culture
            Without Beauty
                Without Friends

Without Ten Thousand other things
BUT YOU CAN NEVER GO TO HEAVEN WITHOUT CHRIST

“I am the way the truth and the life; no man
cometh unto the father, but by me.” John 14:6

“GUARANTEE”
GOD’S MATCHLESS PEACE AND LOVE

PRESENTED IN THE PAVILION 
AT FITCH FAMILY FARM

11 Bunker Hill Rd Andover CT 06232
Beginning June 14th through July 5th Each evening 

Sunday through Friday 7:00 to 8:00 pm
We challenge you, and guarantee that this will 

be the only TRUTH you will ever hear 
concerning your future because it comes 

from the only source of truth in this world
<TRUE PEACE GUARANTEED>

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.” (Matt.	11:28)

FREE- NO COLLECTIONS- EVER
Contact Email  info@manchestergospel.com      

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

CIT6-18-26
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Spacious 5-bedroom home situated on a private 1.3-acre lot overlooking beautiful Hanks Hill Pond. 
This well-maintained property features 2 full baths and 1 half bath, plus a newly added attached studio 
apartment complete with a kitchenette and full bathroom - ideal for guests, extended family, or rental 

potential. Brand-new 1500-gallon septic tank and electric panel to be installed by seller prior to closing, 
offering added value and confidence for the next owner! Mansfield
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151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Father’s Day Buffet

Breakfast Station

Cold Station

Dinner Station

Blueberry Stuffed Pancakes
Scambled Eggs  Waffles  

Bacon

Ceasar Salad  Caprese Salad
Garden Salad  Cold Cuts

Penne Alla Vodka
Meatballs  Chicken Piccatta

Roasted Potatoes  Mixed Veggies
Salmon  Short Ribs

Seatings at: 10:30am  12:30pm  2:00pm

$50 per person plus tax and tip

Coffee, soda, house wine, beer and desserts included

Goff House Donations Welcome
Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House 

Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted. 
All concerts are held in the East Hampton 

Village Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m., starting June 18 and running through 
Aug. 6 (except for Old Home Days week). 
Concerts will feature a different local talent 
each week. 

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help 
pay for the bands and promotional materials. 

Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc. 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level: 

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor, 
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pi-
onzio at 860-993-5311. 

Old Home Days 5K
The 2026 Old Home Days Rails-to-Trails 5K 

Run will be at 7 p.m. Friday, July 10. This is a 
point-to-point 5K race that will start at Con-
necticut Draft Horse Rescue. 

Shuttle buses will be provided starting at 6 
p.m., departing from Center School. There will 
be no parking at the start. New for 2026, the last 
shuttle bus departs Center School at 6:35 p.m. 
The race starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

The first mile of the race leads you down 
Chestnut Hill Road to Route 16, crossing over 
Route 16 to Alden’s Crossing and taking a right 
onto the Air Line Trail. You will continue ap-
proximately two miles down the shade covered 
Air Line Trail, crossing Forest Street, exiting at 
the Company One Firehouse on Barton Hill, 
left onto Main Street and right into the Center 

school driveway to the finish line at the Old 
Home Days fairground. 

Entry fee is $25. If you pre-register before 
June 22, all participants that preregister will get 
a free 2026 race T-shirt. Last-minute registra-
tion and bib pickup will be at Center School 
gym Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Friday, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. There will be no bib pick-up at the 
starting line.

Register at www.EHOHD.org. For more in-
formation, contact Elisha Milton at 860-655-
2743 or OHDrailstotrails@gmail.com.

Dean’s List
Audrey Cooke of East Hampton made 

the spring 2026 Dean’s List at the College of 
Charleston in Charleston, S.C.
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644 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Single
Wash
$19

Single
Wash
$24

Gift Cards Available!

Spring Special!Spring Special!
Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

860-530-1781 www.llinasdefense.com
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46 Kreiger Lane, Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 659-0553 • www.cofiells.com

Gas or electric!

Mowers of all sizes in stock and
ready to go. Treat Dad this year with
a new mower from great brands like

Honda, Stihl, Scag and Exmark.

– SERVING GLASTONBURY SINCE 1969 –
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Big yard or small,
we have the mower
to take care of it all!

TREAT 
DAD!
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President’s List
Amston residents Andrew Macca and Char-

lotte Atwood made the spring 2026 President’s 
List at Western New England University in 
Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
Amston residents Anna Lavenburg and 

Payten Wawruck, and Hebron resident Grace 
Nieszczezewski, made the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at Fairfield University.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Edward Lavoie and Caitlin 

McClaine made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at 
Springfield College in Springfield, Mass.

Lavoie is majoring in physical education and 
health/FCS, and McClaine is majoring in health 
science/pre-PA.

Dean’s List
Hebron residents Maggie Walker and Joelle 

Goralnik made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at 
the College of Charleston in Charleston, S.C. 

Dean’s List
Amston resident Amy Forrest made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at the University of New 
England.

Dean’s, President’s List
The following local students made the Dean’s 

List and President’s List at the University of 
Hartford:

Amston
Dean’s List and President’s List: Hannah La 

Croix, Lily Mota. 
Hebron

Dean’s List: Abby Billings, Kiera Braunwart, 
Lauren Heffernan, Nina Jobes, Madison Pinto.

Time to License Your Dog
Hebron dog owners are reminded this is the 

month to license your dog. 
All dog owners are asked to purchase their 

licenses online, through the mail or in person 
at the town clerk’s office. For online and mail re-
quests, your tag(s) and license(s) will be sent to 
you via the U.S. Postal Service. You are welcome 
to visit in person if that is your preference.

Dogs 6 months and older must be licensed 
during the month of June. The fee is $8 for a 
spayed/neutered dog and $19 for a dog that is 
not spayed or not neutered. After July 1 there is 
a penalty fee of $1 added to the charge for each 
month the dog is not licensed.

A rabies certificate must be presented indicat-
ing an expiration date. If your dog is spayed or 
neutered, documentation must be presented as 
well.

Check the town clerk’s page of the Town of 
Hebron website, at hebronct.com/town-depart-
ments/town-clerk/ for details. Or, call for more 
information at 860-228-5971 ext 125 during 
the normal business hours of Monday through 
Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

If you no longer have a dog that was previ-
ously licensed, please contact the town clerk’s 
office so that your records may be updated. 

Christ Lutheran 
Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, which will next meet Wednesdays, 
July 1 and Aug. 5, at 7 p.m. both nights. The cur-
rent series is: “Seven Christian Rules Christians 
Should Break as Often as Possible.” There is 
also a Weekly Podcast during which Hardaway 
discusses biblical topics. Next week’s topic: The 
Book of Romans. To access the podcasts, go to 
clchebron.org and click on “Our Pastor,” or ac-
cess via the CLC Facebook Page 

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for 
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For 
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at 
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
The next open food pantry day will be Satur-
day, June 13, at 8 a.m., to distribute food staples, 
household and hygiene items as well as Bibles 
and prayers. For more information about do-
nating or participating in food pantry days, call 
the church at 860-228-1152.
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at Hebron Lions Fairgrounds
347 Gilead Street (Rte. 85), Hebron

Gates open at 4:00Gates open at 4:00pmpm
RAIN DATE: JUNE 28TH

FREE FREE 
FIREWORKSFIREWORKS

FREE 
ADMISSION

Saturday, June 27th

 VIP Priority Exit Parking-$25 cash only
but purchase online in advance and save!

Fun for the whole family!
Food & Drink will be available.

Half Price Presale Tickets for Lights in Motion 
and the Fair!

Schadtle 
Concrete
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LIVE MUSIC BY
WHO ASKED LISA

DUNK 
TANK

TRACTOR 
PULLS

FOOD
TRUCKS

RTC Chair Running for State Senate
By Toriana Williams

Jason Guidone, chair-
man of the Hebron Re-
publican Town Commit-
tee, is once again setting 
his sights on state office. 
He’s running for the 19th 
State Senate District, 
looking to unseat incum-
bent Democrat Cathy Os-
ten.

Guidone previously ran 
for the same seat in 2024 
and said that experience helped prepare him for 
another campaign.

During an interview with the Rivereast, Gui-
done discussed his background, why he entered 
politics and the issues he believes are most im-
portant to voters in the district.

Guidone has lived in Hebron since 2015 after 
moving from the Plantsville section of South-
ington. He earned a psychology degree from 
Southern Connecticut State University and 
completed coursework equivalent to a minor 
in computer science. After college, he worked 
in freelance video production, managed an in-
door golf facility and later spent around 20 years 
working at ESPN in a variety of positions.

According to Guidone, who is currently a 
property manager, his decision to run for of-
fice began with frustration over how the state 
government responded to public testimony and 
citizen concerns.

“I did the written and spoken testimony, pro-
tests and watched the response from our legis-
lative body, and I didn’t really appreciate it,” he 

said. “It seemed to me like they were not listen-
ing to large volumes of people.”

That experience led him to become more 
involved in local politics. Guidone attended a 
meeting of the Hebron Republican Town Com-
mittee after being invited by its chairman. With-
in a few months, he became chairman himself.

He recalled discussing the possibility of run-
ning for state senate with his then-fiancée before 
learning that local Republicans were searching 
for a candidate.

“I said, if no one’s going to run against Cathy, 
I’m going to do that,” he shared. “And then Rob 
Dempsky [Norwich RTC chair] walks in and 
says, ‘We’ll show you how to do it.’”

Although he was unsuccessful in 2024, Gui-
done viewed that campaign as a valuable learn-
ing experience. “The win was building the rela-
tionships,” he said. “It was learning the ins and 
outs of how to actually be a candidate, what it 
takes to run a campaign.”

He added that his supporters are enthusias-
tic about the current campaign. “There is cur-
rently a lot of excitement around the campaign, 
around me as a candidate and around the idea 
that we can actually win this,” said Guidone.

The 19th Senate District includes Rivereast 
towns Hebron and Marlborough, as well as Co-
lumbia, Franklin, Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, 
Norwich, Sprague and part of Montville.

When asked about qualifications for the seat, 
Guidone pointed to his business experience, 
travel, community involvement and leadership 
roles. 

“I bring the small business experience,” he 
said. “I bring the travel of the world and that 

perspective that it brings.”
He also cited his service on Hebron’s Zoning 

Board of Appeals and his experience as chair-
man of the RTC.

One of the themes Guidone returned to 
throughout the interview was the importance of 
listening to residents.

“The propensity to listen more than I speak,” 
he said, is one of his strengths. “I want to know 
what it is that people have for solutions to the 
issues that we have in front of us.”

Guidone shared that affordability is the most 
important issue currently facing residents in the 
district. He said rising living expenses, taxes 
and utility costs are putting financial pressure 
on families and senior citizens.

“Fiscal survival seems to be the pain point,” 
he said.

According to Guidone, state mandates im-
posed on towns often lead to higher local prop-
erty taxes. He argued that reducing costs and 
taxes should be a priority: “Reduce overhead, 
reduce taxes, [and] lower the burden on the in-
dividuals and the businesses,” he said.

Public safety was another major issue he 
highlighted. Guidone criticized Connecticut’s 
police accountability laws and argued that they 
may discourage officers from acting decisively 
because of concerns about personal liability.

“I’ve talked to several police officers,” he 
said. He added that the law creates “hesitation” 
among officers when performing their duties.

Guidone also expressed concern about what 
he sees as increasing state control over local 
decision-making. He pointed specifically to 

zoning policies and legislation affecting munici-
palities.

“None of our towns are the same throughout 
the 169 towns [in Connecticut],” he said. “They 
have different resources, different needs, differ-
ent desires.” He argued that local communities 
should retain greater control over their own de-
velopment and planning decisions.

When asked why voters should choose him 
over the incumbent, Guidone said he wants to 
bring community voices directly into the legis-
lative process. “I want to bring what I see is lack-
ing to the legislative body, and that is the voice 
of the people.”

He described a vision of building coalitions 
among local offices, community leaders and res-
idents to help shape legislation. “My plan is to 
build the coalitions of the local leaders and in-
terested citizens to bring solutions to Hartford.”

Throughout the interview, Guidone repeat-
edly emphasized civic engagement and collabo-
ration. He said he intends to meet with residents 
and organizations across the district, regardless 
of political affiliation.

“As a senator, Republican or Democrat, I got 
to represent everybody, and I realize that, and I 
honor that,” he said.

Looking ahead, Guidone shared that his goal 
is to strengthen Connecticut’s economy and im-
prove opportunities for residents and business-
es. “We used to be a thriving state,” he said. “If 
we could keep more money in people’s pockets, 
they could put that money where they know it 
really needs to be.”

Jason Guidone

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: June 19.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. Training Sessions 
still meeting at the church on Saturdays from 
8–9 a.m.

Hebron Summer Concert Series
The Town Center Project (TTCP) announc-

es the return of the Hebron Summer Concert 
Series. Concerts will take place Friday nights 
starting June 19 and running throughout July 
and into August, on the side lawn of 17 Main 
St., Century 21. Picnics welcome!

The lineup is:
June 19: Modern Riffs – a blend of experi-

enced musicians and talented young people, de-
livering a combination of jazz, classic rock and 
swing;

June 20: A bonus concert, featuring The Teals 
– classic rock roots with a touch of blues and 
soul;

June 26: The Patty Tuite Band – blues, jazz 
and rock.

July 10: The Big Deal – featuring Motown 

and southern rock;
July 17: ZZ Not – a ZZ Top tribute band; 
July 24: The Bart Bryant Band – he’s per-

formed original music on this stage and at He-
bron Maple Fest in the past. 

July 31: Bonnie Jacobson and Friends -- Lo-
cal, veteran musician who performs regularly 
with acoustic originals;

Aug. 14: One Part Harmony – a local duo 
playing folk, country and rock music.

TTCP is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that 
completely runs on volunteers. Follow on Face-
book at facebook.com/towncenterprojectinc 
for current updates, or at www.thetowncenter-
project.org for more information on TTCP, its 
events and its mission.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Summer hours are un-
derway. Services will be at 9 a.m., followed by 
a coffee hour in the parish hall. Rite 2 will be 
celebrated through July, and Rite 1 in August. 
The service is streamed live on Facebook; visit 
www.stpetershebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Meditation Class: Wednesday, June 24, 4:30 
p.m., in the sanctuary. Carissa Johnson will lead 
a 30-minute loving kindness meditation and 
discussion about meditation. All are invited; no 
experience is necessary. Pews are available to sit 
in or bring your own cushion to use.  Medita-
tion starts at 4:30 p.m.; please come a few min-
utes early to take your seat. The event is free, but 
donations can be made in support of St. Peter’s 
memorial gardens and/or community events. 

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour:  
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. – contact office for ac-
cess information; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.; 
Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays at 4 
p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry.  The Women’s Club 
typically meets the third or fourth Sunday each 
month for crafting and fellowship. The St. Pe-
ter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join.

Town Manager Community Forum
Hebron’s next Town Manager Community 

Forum will be held Thursday, June 25, at 7 
p.m. All are invited to share the skills, experi-
ences and attributes they think Hebron needs 
for its next town manager.

The forum will be facilitated by Bill Fraser, 
senior vice president for executive recruit-
ment with Strategic Government Resources.

You can join the forum from your com-
puter, tablet or smartphone at meet.goto.
com/288074989. You can also dial in using 
your phone – Access Code: 288-074-989; 
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123; One-touch: 
tel:+14086503123, 288074989#

For more information, visit hebronct.com.
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Buyniski delivered a thoughtful speech that 
used his love of baseball as a metaphor for 
both graduation and life itself. After joking that 
rainy weather had derailed his original plan to 
speak from the surroundings of Dodd Stadium, 
Buyniski turned the unexpected venue change 
into a lesson about perspective.

“Baseball fans remember two things about a 
great game: the beginning and the end,” he said. 
“Beginnings and endings have a special place in 
our culture. They carry great significance to us, 
and that’s why we are here tonight. The Class of 
2026 is here to end something. We are here for 
a new beginning.”

While acknowledging the importance of the 
milestone, Buyniski reminded classmates that 
their true accomplishments were built in the 
countless ordinary moments between freshman 
and senior year.

“Our accomplishment is found not in our be-
ginning or grand finale, but in the ordinary – in 
the routine, the repetition, the moments and 
days that felt like nothing while we were living 
them,” he said. “In the monotonous and the me-
nial, in the grueling and the unglamorous, we 
truly became who we are.”

Looking toward the future, he urged gradu-
ates to embrace life fully and fearlessly. 

“We can’t afford to trade the life we’re actually 
living for the one we’re always planning to live 
someday,” Buyniski said. “Someday is not prom-
ised. Tomorrow is not guaranteed.”

He offered two pieces of advice to his class-
mates: “Cherish the moment” and “seize the 
moment,” encouraging them to pursue their 
dreams and take risks. “The world rewards those 
who are willing to bet on themselves,” he said.

In a fitting conclusion, Buyniski returned to 
the baseball theme that anchored his speech.

“The great baseball players always say the 
same thing when it’s over – it went too fast,” he 
said. “High school went by in the blink of an 
eye. So before we leave this gym tonight, take a 
second. Look around. Remember this moment, 
this ending and this new beginning.”

Appreciating the Journey
The theme of appreciating life’s journey con-

tinued throughout the evening.
Acting Superintendent of Schools Judy 

O’Meara reminded graduates that while ma-
jor milestones often dominate memories, it is 
in fact the ordinary moments that truly shape 
people into who they become.

“Today is a celebration of achievement,” 
O’Meara said, “but it is also a reminder of some-
thing much more important: the value of being 
present and appreciating the journey while you 
are living it.”

She challenged students to think beyond 
championship games, performances, awards 
and college acceptance letters. 

“What shaped you were the ordinary mo-
ments in between,” she said. “The conversations 
in the hallways, the lunches shared with friends, 
the teachers who challenged you, the times you 
failed and had to try again.”

Her words appeared to resonate deeply with 
the audience, many of whom had stood in the 
exact same place as the students who were grad-
uating that evening.

“When we are young, we spend so much time 
looking ahead,” she said. “We can’t wait for sum-
mer, we can’t wait to get our driver’s license, we 
can’t wait to graduate.”

Now, having reached one of the long-awaited 
destinations, graduates were encouraged to em-
brace the present instead of rushing toward the 
next milestone.

“So my advice to you is simple: be present,” 
said O’Meara. “Celebrate small victories, learn 
from setbacks, appreciate the people who walk 
beside you.”

Her message ended with a reminder that 
would likely stay with many graduates long after 
the ceremony ended. “One day, you will realize 
that the things you thought were ordinary were 
actually extraordinary.”

For Bacon Academy Principal Amy Begue, 
the evening carried an especially emotional sig-
nificance. The graduation of the Class of 2026 
also marked the conclusion of her own tenure 
as principal.

During her address, she reflected on the re-
markable transformation she had witnessed 
over the past four years.

“If I seem a little more sentimental than usual 
tonight, it’s because I’m experiencing a very 
unique kind of double-vision,” she said. “I don’t 
just see the young adults ready to take on the 
world. I also see the exact same crowd of ner-
vous, wide-eyed freshmen who walked through 
Bacon Academy’s front doors four years ago.”

Begue recalled the uncertainty and excite-
ment of that first day and the realization that 
both she and the Class of 2026 would leave Ba-
con at the same time. “We started this leg of the 
journey together, and tonight, we crossed the 
finish line together.”

Drawing upon Maya Angelou’s famous 
words, Begue emphasized the importance of 
relationships and shared experiences, saying, 
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“People will forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel.”

She reminded the graduates that while aca-
demic details may fade, the feeling of belonging 
would endure. “You will never forget the way it 
felt to be a part of the BA family.”

As she prepared to say goodbye alongside the 
graduating seniors, Begue left them with one 
final challenge. “Don’t rush through the quiet 
moments of your life,” she urged. “Collect them 
fiercely. Hold them dear.”

Board of Education Chair Stefanie Tracey-
Calash offered graduates a different perspective 
and encouraged them to balance accomplish-
ment with self-care as they move forward.

“For the past four years, your job has been 
academics,” she said. “But many of you, I’m sure, 
have also been daughters and sons, athletes, 
musicians, artists.”

As graduates enter adulthood, she explained, 
they will accumulate many new responsibilities 
and roles. Yet, she cautioned them not to lose 
sight of what she called their “inside jobs.”

“While your outside jobs do matter and you 
should be proud of them,” she said, “you also have 
to make space to focus on your inside jobs, too.”

Tracey-Calash explained that the inside jobs 
included “your confidence, perseverance and 
tenacity” and the passions that bring joy and 
purpose to life. “It will be easy to get swept up 
in your outside jobs,” she said. “But don’t forget 
that you’re still in there too.”

Her heartfelt remarks concluded with a message 
every graduate was undoubtedly grateful to hear.

“And if no one has told you yet,” she said, “I’m 
so proud of you.”

Hebron Approves Budget on Third Try
By Toriana Williams

After three rounds of voting, and months of 
deliberations and reductions, Hebron residents 
approved the town’s 2026-27 budget on June 16. 
This brings an end to a long and heavily debated 
budget season.

Voters approved the proposed $43.73 million 
budget by a vote of 996 to 710. The successful 
referendum came after two earlier budget pro-
posals were rejected and several rounds of cuts 
were made by local officials.

The approved budget represents a 2.9% in-
crease over the current fiscal year budget of 
$42.51 million. The previously rejected proposal 
voted on May 26 was $44.02 million.

Residents also weighed in through three ad-
visory questions that provided insight into pub-
lic opinion on different portions of the budget. 
For the town government portion of the budget, 
786 voters said spending was ‘too high,’ while 
175 said it was ‘too low’ and 659 said it was ‘just 
right.’

For the Hebron Board of Education budget, 
which was approved by residents at $15.24 mil-
lion, 863 voters said the proposal was ‘too high,’ 
compared to 329 who said it was ‘too low’ and 
440 who said it was ‘just right.’ For Hebron’s 
share of the RHAM budget, 902 voters said it 
was ‘too high,’ while 150 said it was ‘too low’ and 
567 said it was ‘just right.’

The approved budget proposed a mill rate of 
36.96, an increase of 0.11 mills from the current 
rate of 36.85.

The referendum result means the town will 
have a budget in place before the start of the 
new fiscal year. Town Council Chair TIffany 
Thiele, a Democrat, said she was relieved to see 
the budget finally pass.

“I’m pleased that the budget has passed,” said 
Thiele Tuesday night. “I’m pleased we’ll have a 
budget in place for the start of the fiscal year. 
The alternative would not have been pleasant.”

The aforementioned alternative, per town 
charter, would have resulted in the Board of 
Finance taking temporary control of the bud-

get operations. For the first 90 days of the fis-
cal year, the BOF would have been allowed to 
authorize the expenditures and revenues it be-
lieved were necessary to keep the town running. 
In addition, the board could have set the tax rate 
and borrowed funds if necessary until the bud-
get passed.

Thiele also praised residents for continuing 
to participate throughout the process. “I’m very 
happy to see that turnout was also just as high 
as the first two times,” she said. “So I think that 
was great.”

However, Thiele stressed that the successful 
vote came only after difficult decisions and sig-
nificant reductions.

“I do think it’s important to emphasize that 
this past budget came at a cost,” she said. “There 
were significant cuts to the Hebron Board of Ed-
ucation’s budget. There were cuts in services and 
to capital projects on the town side. So while I’m 
pleased we have a budget in place, and we can 
now move forward with the rest of the business 
at hand at Town Hall, I just think it’s important 
to reflect on what it took to get here.”

One factor in the passing of the budget may 
have been the lower tax impact included in the 
final proposal. “I think the mill rate increase 
coming in at 0.11 was also likely a deciding fac-
tor for some folks,” she explained.

The town also spent money conducting three 
separate referendums during the budget pro-
cess. While an exact figure was not immediately 
available, Thiele estimated each referendum 
cost around $5,000. In the end, the town of He-
bron likely spent somewhere around $15,000 in 
attempts to pass the budget.

With the referendum finally finished, town 
officials can now begin carrying out the ap-
proved budget. 

“The Town Council will sign the rate bill 
on [May 18] so we can start sending out those 
bills,” she said. “That’ll be the first step.” She said 
the BOF will then complete its work related to 
the new tax rate.

The Hebron BOE budget, approved during 
the last referendum, totaled $15.25 million. 
Even with multiple rounds of reductions, the 
education budget is around 6.4% higher than 
the current year’s budget of $14.34 million.

Thiele also thanked municipal employees and 
elected officials who worked through months of 
budget discussions. 

“I’d like to thank town staff, because they have 
been working tirelessly each round to come to 
us with suggestions or cuts,” Thiele said. “I think 
town staff deserve a lot of kudos for working 
through this with all the boards.”

With the budget now settled, town leaders are 
preparing to turn their attention to other issues, 
including the search for Hebron’s next town 
manager.

“Now we look forward to continuing our 
search for the next town manager,” she said. “I 
think that will also potentially have an impact 
on how we look at how we present the budget 
and how we budget moving forward.”

BOE Chair Heather Petit, a Democrat, and 
Superintendent of Schools Thomas Baird re-
leased a joint statement expressing gratitude 
that the process had finally concluded.

“We are glad the budget passed,” the state-
ment read. “This was a challenging year for the 
community. More people than ever were en-
gaged in the process, and that is a good thing!”

The school leaders also thanked residents 
who participated throughout the month-long 
discussion. “We appreciated the questions and 
suggestions along the way,” they said.

According to Petit and Baird, the approved 
budget will allow the district to maintain rea-
sonable class sizes while continuing educational 
programs. However, they acknowledged that 
staffing reductions were necessary to reach the 
final spending target.

The district outlined a series of cuts that were 
made during the process, including eliminat-
ing one administrator position, one classroom 
teacher position, a part-time academic tutor 
position and a part-time social worker posi-
tion. The district also reduced one central of-
fice position to part-time status, eliminated two 
temporary part-time central office positions 
and converted one music position at Hebron 
Elementary School to part-time.

“The reductions are unfortunate but were 
needed,” said Petit and Baird. “We were careful 
to weigh how each reduction would impact stu-
dents and their overall school experience.”

Despite the cuts, the two said they remain 
committed to maintaining educational quality.

“We will continue the hard work to ensure 
our students and families receive a top-quality 
elementary education,” they said.

Juneteenth Events 
All are welcome to attend two special events 

celebrating Juneteenth in Hebron.
On Friday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m., there will be 

a special performance at St. Peter’s Church (in a 
collaboration between the Sanctuary Perform-
ing Arts and CoDE). Actor Fred Morsell will 
give a portrayal of Frederick Douglass, read-
ing his famous speech, “What to a Slave is the 
Fourth of July.”

This speech was given by Frederick Douglass 
to the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society 
on July 5, 1852, criticizing the chasm between 
America’s founding principles and the institu-
tion of slavery. Douglass lamented that Inde-
pendence Day wasn’t a day of celebration for 

enslaved people.
For tickets ($20/adults, $5/youth), visit www.

zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/juneteenth-3.
The next day, on Saturday, June 20, Hebron’s 

fifth annual Juneteenth Celebration will be held 
from noon-3 p.m. at the Peters House, 150 East 
St. (in Burnt Hill Park) in Hebron. This is a col-
laboration among the Coalition on Diversity & 
Equity (CoDE), the Peters family, and the Town 
of Hebron.

At the Juneteenth Celebration, there will be 
singing, drumming and dance, storytelling, 
spoken word, children’s activities, soul food and 
dessert, and discussions about the lives of Cesar 
Peters and his descendants.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Drumming Circle: Thursday, June 25, 6-8 
p.m. No experience needed. Bring a drum if 
you have one; if not, one will be provided. Par-
ticipants will create and decorate an egg rattle 
to take home, providing a reminder of the ex-
perience. Instructor: Beth Norton, Shamanic 
Practitioner. 

Wet and Messy Camp: July 6-10, 8-11 a.m., 

at Hebron Elementary School. In this camp 
your child will make slime, goo, puffy paint, oo-
bleck, engage in experiences, and more. 

Football Camp: June 22-26, 8-11:30 a.m., at 
the RHAM High School practice field. Kids age 
11-14 can join RHAM football’s head coach and 
the RHAM football players for a week of offen-
sive and defensive skill development.

Cheer and Dance Camp: For grades 1-4. 
June 29-July 2, 9-11:30 a.m., at RHAM High 
School, or July 6-10, 8-11 a.m., at Hebron El-
ementary School. Campers will develop dance 
and cheer skills such as jumps, stunts and for-
mations. They learn a high-energy routine to 
perform for parents at the end of the week. 

Make Music Day
On Sunday, June 21, The Town Center Proj-

ect (TTCP) will be bringing Make Music Day to 
Main Street, Hebron for the eighth year.

Make Music Day is an International Day of 
Music celebrated by over 120 countries around 
the world. Always held on the summer solstice, 
it is a way to welcome the new season with the 
community. 

Concerts will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
along Main Street. This year’s lineup includes 
many community favorites and a few newcom-
ers. For more information on the lineup, follow 

on Faceback at The Town Center Project, Inc or 
at thetowncenterproject.org. Special shout out 
to Melissa and Bill Rood, November Sound for 
opening the old-time base ball game with the 
Star-Spangled Banner, at Veterans Memorial 
Park at 11 a.m. A Kazoo Parade will take place 
during the 7th inning stretch!  

The Town Center Project, Inc. is an all-vol-
unteer-driven nonprofit organization. To join, 
donate or volunteer, visit www.thetowncenter-
project.org or on Facebook, at facebook.com/
towncenterprojectinc.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!
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Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
events and more information, call the library at 
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Summer Reading: Starts 
today, June 19. Each time you check out an item 
you will receive a ticket to enter the raffle.

Friday Film: June 26, 1 p.m. Avalon (rated 
PG) will be shown. Free popcorn and water will 
be served.

Try Weaving with Rita Reimer: Tuesday, 
June 23, 5:30 p.m. Watch Rita Reimer, Aatist of 
the month, demonstrate the art of weaving. You 
will have a chance to try it yourself. Registration 
is required. All are invited to view a collection of 
Reimer’s fiber artwork in the community room 
all this month.

Patriotic Danish Star: Wednesday, June 24, 
1:30 p.m. Register to make a no-sew fabric ori-
gami star based on a Danish Christmas tradi-
tion with Dawn Zillich. Fold four patriotic fab-
ric strips into this star. Registration is required 
as space is limited. For ages 10 and up.

Teens: Dungeons and Dragons Campaign: 
Wednesday, June 24, 5:45-7:45 p.m. Come for 
the library’s first D&D campaign. Please regis-
ter; for ages 10 and up.

Teen Crafts: Friday, June 26, 2 p.m. Paint 
miniatures.

Children’s Programs: Summer Reading: 
Stop in and pick up your summer reading 
sheets to track your reading and receive tickets 
towards a prize.

Bean Mosaic Craft: Monday, June 22, 1 p.m. 
Make a mosaic from dried beans.

Winghand Bat Rehab: Monday, June 22, 6 
p.m. It is an overview of the world’s bats from 
their prehistoric beginning to present times, the 
persistent myths and misconceptions they still 
face, their struggle for survival, and important 
facts about bats, with an emphasis on local spe-
cies.

Tween Cooking Series: Tuesday, June 23, 10 
a.m. Learn to make an easy recipe each week.

CT DEEP Animal Program: Tuesday, June 
23, 1 p.m. Learn about native animals.

Lunch & Storytime: Wednesdays at noon.  
Bring your lunch and listen to stories while you 
eat.

Messy Art/Sensory Play: Thursdays, 10:15 
a.m. Come to the children’s program room and 
play with art materials and different sensory ex-
periences.

Family Movie: Thursday, June 25, 1 p.m. 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs will be 
shown. 

All-Ages Lego Club: Saturday, June 27, 
noon-1 p.m. Come to the Community Room 
and create with Legos. Children, teens, adults 
and seniors – all are welcome.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

A Walk in Their Shoes - Dementia Simu-
lation: Two separate presentations, Monday, 
June 22 at 11 a.m. and Tuesday, July 7 at 11 a.m. 
Join Heather Toutain from The Residence of 
Glastonbury as she will take you through a sim-
ulation experience to better understand with 
what living with Alzheimer’s or other forms of 
dementia can be like. We will guide you through 
the challenges of compromised vision, hearing 
and dexterity which all affect cognition. Please 
call to register 860-228-1700.

Sunshine Singers Kick-Off to Summer Con-
cert: Thursday, July 2, 11:30 a.m. The group will 
sing a variety of songs. The concert is free; light 
refreshments served. RSVP requested. .

Weekly Shopping Trips: Trips are now 
Thursdays at 8:15 a.m. Pre-registration is re-
quired by noon the day before. Call 860-228-
1700 to register. Schedule: June 25, Stop & Shop; 

Jule 2, Big Y; July 9, Walmart; July 16, Stop & 
Shop; July 23, Big Y; July 30, Walmart. 

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. 
(pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga, 
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with Paul 
Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship: Starting this Sunday, June 21, the 
church is transitioning to is summer hours. 
Sunday worship will be at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by coffee hour at 10:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. Worship this week will be 
led by the Rev. Chuck Ericson.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Friday, 6/19: Church closed in honor of 
Juneteenth; Saturday, 6/20: Wise Warrior Yoga 
at 9:30 a.m., at Fellowship Hall or Garden, 
weather dependent; Sunday, 6/21: Gilead to 
Go Meals Planning Meeting at 11 a.m., Fellow-
ship Hall Classroom; Monday, 6/22: Bible Study 
via Zoom at 9:30 a.m. (online); Tuesday, 6/23: 

AA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); 
Wednesday, 6/24: Wise Warrior Yoga, 9:30 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall or Garden, weather dependent; 
Wednesday, 6/24: Book Group at 10:45 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, June 
28, 11:30 a.m. Create one-of-a-kind seasonal 
cards for $15, with a portion of proceeds ben-
efitting the Connecticut Food Bank. 

Outdoor Garden Summer Worship: This 
summer, the church will offer two opportuni-
ties to worship outdoors in the church’s garden 
space. Outdoor worship will be Sundays, July 
12 and Aug. 23, at 9:30 a.m. Remember to dress 
for the weather and bring your water and lawn 
chair. Note: in case of inclement weather, wor-
ship will move indoors to the sanctuary.

Summer Potluck and Prayer Gatherings: 
All are invited for two special evenings of food, 
fellowship, and prayer this summer. Just bring a 
sweet or savory cookout dish to share. The first 
gathering is Wednesday, July 22, at 6 p.m.

Tax Bills to be Mailed
The acting revenue collector for the Town of 

Hebron reminds taxpayers that real estate first 
installment and motor vehicle tax bills will be 
mailed June 30, and may be paid July 1-Aug. 3.

The bills are for taxes levied on the Grand 
List of Oct. 1, 2025. Real estate tax bills of less 
than $250 and motor vehicle tax bills shall be 
due in a single installment on July 1. Real estate 
tax bills over $250 shall be due and payable in 
two installments – one on July 1 and the other 
on Jan. 1, 2027. 

The first installment of the real estate tax bill 
will utilize an interim mill rate of 36.85 mills, as 
approved by the Board of Finance. The second 
installment will capture a set mill rate once the 
budget passes, including any difference from 
the first installment bill. Personal property bills 
will be billed once the budget passes and a mill 
rate is set, and will have a different due date.

If you feel you should have received a bill and 
have not by July 7, contact the tax collector’s of-
fice at 860-228-5971. State statutes dictate that 
failure to receive a bill does not invalidate the 
amount due or when it will be considered de-
linquent.

Real estate and motor vehicle taxes may be 
paid through Aug. 3 without penalty. Payments 
received/postmarked Aug. 4 or later will be sub-
ject to interest retroactively to the July 1 due 
date, in accordance with Connecticut General 
Statutes. Initial interest starting Aug. 4 is 3% of 
the principle due with a minimum of $2 per tax 
account.

Checks are made payable to: Town of Hebron. 
Payments may be mailed to our lockbox collec-
tion service: Town of Hebron CT Tax, P.O. Box 
843137, Boston, MA 02284-3137. A drop-off 
box is located on the lower level, south side of 
the Hebron Town Hall building (15 Gilead St., 
Hebron) for payments. See the town website 
www.hebronct.com for online payment options 
and instructions.

The tax collector’s office is located in the low-
er level of Town Hall at 15 Gilead St. Hours are 
Monday to Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday, 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Addi-
tionally, the tax and assessor’s office is closed for 
lunch Monday-Thursday from 12:30-1:15 p.m.

The office will also be closed Friday, July 3, 
when the town observes Independence Day. 

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), located 

at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is yoked 
with St. Columba Church (STC) in Columbia, and 
together are members of the Catholic Community 
of the Good Shepherd, with the Rev. Michael Phil-
lippino serving as pastor. The parish office can be 
reached at 860-228-3727 ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday Mass 
at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org for 
weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thursdays 
at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at STC on 
Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays at 7:15 a.m., or 
by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both 
groups are on hiatus for the summer months. 
Rehearsals will resume in mid-September.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is June 14. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; place 
bagged donations in the oak collection box near 
the CHF Robing Room. The parish also provides 
meatloaves to CSK each month. Parishioners can 
deliver a cooked meatloaf to the freezer in the ga-
rage (use side entrance) closest to the CHF Par-
ish House or the freezer in the STC church hall 
by the 4th Tuesday of the month. Meatloaves are 
delivered the next day. The next due date is June 
23. Contact Diane (860-508-9959) for more infor-
mation.

July 4th Parade Float: The parish is sponsoring 
a float in the Columbia 4th of July parade hon-
oring the 250th birthday of the country. Contact 
Phyllis Dunn at Phyllis.dunn14@gmail.com if you 
can help with designing, decorating or manning 
the float.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Interfaith 
Ministry (WAIM): The Community Outreach 
Committee is sponsoring a drive for rideable adult 
bicycles and working bicycle equipment (Ulocks, 
tire tubes, pumps, chains, helmets, etc.) for adult 
transportation. Donors can drop off bicycle and/
or equipment donations at the CHF garage (use 
the left side garage door). Donations can also be 
brought to the WAIM loading dock on Riverside 
Drive in Willimantic on Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays, 9 a.m. to noon. The drive will continue 
through September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers to 
homebound parishioners who wish to receive the 
sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-3727 
ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners who 
may need them. Contact the parish office (see info 
above) or email parishhands@goodshepherdct.
org for more information and where to donate.

 Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Homeless 
Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by pro-
viding much-needed items. Greatest needs: All 
types of household cleaning products; TP, paper 
towels, dish soap, laundry pods & dryer sheets; 
new combs & hairbrushes; toiletries & women’s 
personal hygiene products; men’s crew neck T-
shirts & boxer briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s 
briefs (sizes 6-10); men’s & women’s crew & quar-
ter socks; and 8x10 tarps (green or brown, no 
blue) for the Outreach Program. Place bagged do-
nations in the oak collection box next to the CHF 
Cry Room or the designated bin in the STC en-
tryway. Contact Monica (860-228-4211) for more 
information.

Independence Day Celebration
All are invited to begin their Independence 

Day celebration in true Hebron fashion by 
gathering at 9 a.m. on July 4 outside the Old 
Town Hall in the center of town.

This year’s program will feature the presen-
tation of the 250th Oratorical Essay Contest 
Award, where the winning student will pres-
ent the winning essay.

The one-hour program will also include 
patriotic music, songs, and poetry, along with 
a commemorative Flag Ceremony conducted 

by local veterans. Hebron Scouts will assist in 
a public reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Also, visitors will have the opportunity to 
view a community collage reflecting what 
freedom means to many neighbors, purchase 
commemorative 250th anniversary merchan-
dise, and enter a raffle for a magnificent hand-
made quilt. The program will conclude with 
an inspiring address, “Let Freedom Ring.”

Dean’s List
Charlotte Atwood of Amston made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Western New England Uni-
versity in Springfield, Mass.

Dean’s List
Derek Johnson of Hebron made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Champlain College in Bur-
lington, Vt.

WAIM Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

– whose service area includes Andover and He-
bron – will hold a “Fifth Floor Treasures” flea 
market Saturday, June 27, from 8 a.m.-noon, at 
866 Main St., Willimantic.

The market will feature framed art, glassware, 
décor, collectibles, household finds, and unique 
surprises. Payment options are cash, charge or 
check.

Support helps WAIM continue its mission as 
a social-service nonprofit strengthening fami-
lies and neighbors across the region.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.
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Vermeer SC130 for smaller stumps
Only $155 per day

Vermeer SC252 all hydraulic 
machine for any stump

Only $259 per day

6” Woodchipper Rental
Only $225 per day

12” Woodchipper Rental
Only $325 per day
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120 Linwood Ave. (Rte. 16), Colchester, CT 06415
860-537-4256 • 800-545-GANO

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm
WWW.CTRENTME.COM

Easy to use, and get 
rid of those unsightly 

stumps in a day!

We Rent 
Stumpgrinders!

Still Working On Your
Spring Clean Up???

Before

After

C
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 6/30/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


Special Education 
Records to be Destroyed
The Colchester Board of Education will de-

stroy any and all special education records and 
section 504 records of students who graduated 
or would have graduated with the class of 2020.

If any student, as described above, would like 
a copy of their special education or 504 records, 
they must request a copy of the records prior to 
destruction on July 15.

Forward all requests to the Dept. of Pupil Ser-
vices and Special Education, 380 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415, or by calling the Pupil 
Services office at 860-537-3103.

Upon request, records will be available for 
pickup only at the Dept. of Pupil Services.

Local Scout
Leads Food Drive

Colchester’s Troop 13 is rallying behind Life 
Scout Anthony DePaola as he works toward 
completing his Eagle Scout Service Project - 
a community food drive benefiting Catholic 
Charities of Norwich.

DePaola is collecting non-perishable food 
items such as canned vegetables, soups, pasta, 
rice, and other longlasting staples. Residents 
can drop off donations at a drive through event 
at St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave., on 
Sunday, June 21 from 9:45 a.m. to noon.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Trike-a-Thon!… Preschool children at CASTLE participated in a Trike-a-Thon on 
May 20 to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Children participated in 
lessons about bike safety and raised money to benefit the children of St. Jude’s. This 
year, CASTLE Preschoolers raised $837! CASTLE is a nonprofit preschool and before 
and after school program that has been part of the Colchester community for 35 
years. There are still openings for preschool for summer and fall. Call 860-537-0214 
for more information.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 
a relaxed gathering and open discussion on the 
theme: “How does God fit in this thing called 
life?”

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July 
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s 
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on 
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery 
for children.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, lo-

cated at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sun-
days at 10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The 
church choir always welcomes new members. 
Services are also available on Zoom; visit 
www.westchestercongchurch.org for login in-
formation. Sunday School for children meets 
during the worship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets 
in Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting 
America Troop 109.  During the school year, 
Troop 109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 

knitted, crocheted, and quilted items  have 
been sent to Native American  reservations, 
hospitals for babies, and other places to help 
those in need. The Blessings Box is at the end 
of the church parking lot and contains dona-
tions of non-perishable food, personal care, 
and other items for those in need. Take what 
you need; donate what you can. Also, the 
church sponsors the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, a donation opportunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchester-
congchurch.org, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call the church at 860-267-6711. 
Pastor Ron Lake can be reached at 860-428-
3460.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St., and pastor is the Rev. Lauren Os-
trout. The church office is open Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-537-
5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Boy Scout Troop 72: Meetings are held in the 
Stage Room every Monday at 7 p.m. through 
June.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Dean’s List
Reina Spearin of Colchester made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Lasell University in Newton, 
Mass.
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Celebrating 33 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 6/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 6/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 7/2/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 6/30/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 6/30/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, June 22: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Inspired 
by Art Part 2; 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Haircuts; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness Orienta-
tion by appointment; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, 
Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, June 23: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Men’s Breakfast; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., 
Tech Time with Harry, Pinochle; 1 p.m., Corn-
hole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4 p.m., Tech Help with 
Harry; 6 p.m., Journey with Joni.  

Wednesday, June 24: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11:30 a.m., AARP 
Driver Training; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, June 25: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 
noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair 
Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes, Needlework 
Club; 6 p.m., Oil Painting with Brianna. 

Friday, June 26: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 p.m., 
Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Healthy Food Series – Ice Cream Alterna-
tives: Tuesday, June 30, 11 a.m. Take a look at 
healthy ice cream alternatives, with and without 
an ice cream maker. Samples provided. 

Ultimate Bingo: Tuesday, June 30, 6 p.m. 
Space is limited for this monthly game, where 
you pay to play for bigger prizes. Cost is $10. 

Scholarships Awarded… On May 19 at Bacon Academy, two seniors were presented 
with scholarships from Honor Rotary! A Foundation for Colchester, Inc. Pictured 
from left are Emma Cote, Rotary President Deb Martin, and Deyaneira Ruiz.

Don’t Forget to License Your Dog
June is dog licensing month in Connecti-

cut. The law requires you to, by the end of the 
month, license any dog that is six months or 
older. You can obtain your license in the fol-
lowing ways:

Come into the town clerk’s office in person;
License by mail, be sure to include a 

stamped, self-addresses envelope, proper 
documentation and a check made payable to 
“Town of Colchester”;

Online at colchesterct.gov/townclerk/pag-
es/dog-licenses.

A rabies certificate as well as validation of 
being spayed or neutered is required at the 
time of licensing. If you are renewing a li-
cense, be sure a current rabies certificate is on 
file with the town clerk’s office. Office hours 
are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
and Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

By state law, penalty charges are added if 
licenses are not renewed by June 30. The pen-
alty is $1 per month starting July 1.

For more information, email dogowners@
colchesterct.gov or call 860-537-7215.

Parks and Rec. Seeks New Programs
Colchester Parks & Recreation is interested 

in expanding its community programs – and is 
looking for new ideas! 

The department is currently seeking instruc-
tors to lead a wide variety of recreational, edu-
cational, and enrichment programs for resi-
dents of all ages. Opportunities are available in 
areas such as youth and adult fitness, arts and 
crafts, dance, outdoor recreation, sports, STEM 

activities, wellness, and specialty hobby classes.
Individuals interested in offering a new pro-

gram can submit a program proposal or request 
more information by contacting Colchester 
Parks & Recreation at 860-537-7297 or park-
sandrec@colchesterct.gov. 

More information is also available at www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department.

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Fairy House Builders Wanted!: The second 
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter – but CLT needs help to make the magic 
happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail? 
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be 
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house 
in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with 
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail 
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep 
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read 
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will 
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. 
All are invited to stop by and learn more about 
the land trust.

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open 
Sundays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. through the end 
of December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s 
Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can also 
experience histories of people and places in the 
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester 
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or 860-537-3240.

Dean’s, President’s List
The following Colchester students made the 

Dean’s List and President’s List at the University 
of Hartford:

Dean’s List and President’s List: Austin Din-
smoor, Taylor Gerst, Caitryn Holt, Lexi Magrey, 
Kaylie Marvin, Arie Nair, Sokheta Nguon, Gar-
rett Schuth.

Dean’s List: Katie Graham, Matthew Guerri-
ere, Eddie Hageman.
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232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

YOU 
LIST...

WE SELL!

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance 

to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details. R
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3 BED, 3 BATH 14 ACRE DOME

1808 Southgate Ln. Clean 
end unit at Highland Farms 
with fresh paint, new carpets, 
appliances and partially 
finished lower level. Only 3 

COLCHESTER	 $319,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

similar Haywards style end units in the 
complex.

3 BED 2.5 BATH TOWNHOUSE

CLOSEDCLOSED
$374,000!$374,000!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

104 Music Vale One of only 7 
dome homes in CT. Situated on 
a flat 14 acre lot with a 28’x36’ 
barn. Possible future equestrian 
use with open pastures or farming 
on agriculturally significant land. 
Ready to occupy, just bring your livestock.

SALEM	 $599,500

COMINGCOMING
SOON!SOON!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

5 Vicki Ln. Clean Ridgeview. 
2 bed, 3 bath condo with  
finished lower level. 1st floor 
laundry, remodeled kitchen, 
new acrylic baths. Ready to 
occupy.

COLCHESTER	 $349,500

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACTCONTRACT

ABOVEABOVE
LIST PRICELIST PRICE

8 Vicki Lane Ridgeview Turn 
Key 2 Bed, 2.5 bath townhouse 
w/finished walkout lower 
level, refaced fireplace and 
central air. Ready to move-in.

COLCHESTER	 $359,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

OPEN HOUSE SAT. 1-3PM
REMODELED KIT. & FULL BATH

R
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5Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 8:30-12 • Wed. 9-6

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5
Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

Author Appearance at Bookstore
Songwriter and literary fiction novelist 

John Lang will give a reading from his new 
book “All the Darkness Holds” at Folklore & 
Fable, Colchester’s local bookstore, on Satur-
day, June 27, at 6 p.m.

All the Darkness Holds is the story of a 
young biracial girl whose self-willed journey 
through darkness and adversity leads her to a 
life she can call her own.

“I could not have written this story about 
myself,” Lang said. “I knew I needed a protag-
onist whom I could have great compassion for 
and who could take me by the hand and guide 
me through her own relentless commitment 
and determination to get free.” 

The Kirkus Review calls “All the Darkness 
Holds” “a profound, sometimes grim story 
with a troubled but remarkable young hero.”

Lang won the Faulkner Literary Competi-
tion in 2018 with his short story “Bent Spoon,” 
and his novel All the Darkness Holds was a 
semi-finalist in the 2024 Faulkner-Wisdom 
Creative Writing Competition.

In his former life, Lang was a pop songwrit-
er, having written for artists such as Mr. Mis-
ter, Celine Dion and Tupac Shakur. His songs 
“Broken Wings” and “Kyrie,” along with many 
others, are still played across radio and online 
media, as well as other public spaces.

Lang, considered the fifth member of Mr. 
Mister, was recently interviewed by lead sing-
er and co-writer Richard Page on his transi-

tion from pop songwriter to literary fiction 
novelist, and you can see the interview at ti-
nyurl.com/2pey4cjh.

John Lang

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-

ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

Court of Honor… Colchester Scout Troop 13 recently held its spring Court of 
Honor to recognize scouts who earned rank advancement, merit badges, and other 
awards. The troop also discussed and planned for its upcoming June five-day year-end 
camping trip to the New Jersey shore, a week of July summer camp, and an upcoming 
campout with a 15-mile bike ride. Troop 13 has scouts of all ages, grade 6 up to grade 
12, with the older scouts leading and directing the younger scouts. The troop meets 
on most Mondays at 7 p.m. at the St. Andrew Church hall in Colchester.  Boys ages 11 
through 17 are welcome to join. Stop by at any meeting or contact scoutmaster Brian 
Marburger at brian.marburger@comscast.net or 860-917-5896.

Storytime with
Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander, 
an award-winning author known for bringing 
ocean science to life for young audiences, has 
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea. 

To celebrate, she will be hosting an interactive 
storytime Saturday, June 27, at 11 a.m., at Salem 
Free Public Library. The program will introduce 
children to marine animals like the giant cut-
tlefish and anglerfish through storytelling and 
hands-on activities. 

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident 
currently residing in Colchester. She is the au-
thor of Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep. 

Youth Services 
Summer Programs 

Summer is almost here—and so are Colches-
ter Youth Services summer programs.

Registration is now officially open, and spots 
are already filling up fast. Most of the programs 
are designed for youth entering grades 4-12, 
with a variety of activities planned all summer 
long.

To secure a spot, and for more information, 
visit colchester-youth-services.jumbula.com/
home.

Craft Fair at
Lake Hayward

A craft fair will be held Saturday, July 11, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Lake Hayward Pavilion, at 
first beach.  The craft fair will have 15-20 ven-
dors, with assorted crafts such as jewelry, knit-
ting, painted shells, shadow boxes, etc.  

The fair will take place rain or shine. 

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Garden Club Plant Sale
The Colchester Garden Club plant sale will 

be held Sunday, June 14, during the Colchester 
Business Association’s Tag Sale on the Green. 
The club will sell houseplants, annuals, peren-
nials, herbs, shrubs, and garden/plant related 
items from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on the Colchester 
Town Green. 

Rain date is June 28.
Purchases support our community beautifi-

cation efforts, public education programs, youth 
activities, and senior center programs. For more 
information about the Colchester Garden Club 
contact colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com.

Abundant Life to
Celebrate America 250

Abundant Life Church invites all to celebrate 
America’s 250th anniversary outside on the 
church lawn, near the street sign, on Saturday, 
July 4, from 9-10 a.m. The church is located at 
85 Skinner Rd.

All are invited for prayer, praise and worship 
to celebrate the nation’s birthday. 

Resident Graduates
Colchester resident Aidan McLoughlin, 

who majored in architectural engineering, re-
cently graduated with a bachelor’s degree from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass.

Resident Named
Outstanding Student

Colchester resident Abigail Belding was 
awarded Worcester Polytechnic Institute’s Ellen 
Knott Outstanding Student Award during its 
recent Student Recognition Awards ceremony.

Belding is a member of the Class of 2028, ma-
joring in biomedical engineering

The Ellen Knott Outstanding Student Award 
recognizes students for their academic excel-
lence, professional goals, and contributions to 
the WPI community. 

Ladies Guild Offering
Trip to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring 
a trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see 
Joshua. 

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner 
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish 
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and 
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse. 

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849 
for a single.  Transportation will be on a deluxe 
motorcoach.  For more information, contact 
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses 
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in 
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the 
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club 
at 395 South Main St. 

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer 
camp and experience trips and other camping 
activities they might otherwise have to miss due 
to a family’s ability to afford the event.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

A Photo at the Fountain… Roy and Laurie Ivers from Portland are shown enjoying 
a trip to Charleston, S.C., in front of the pineapple fountain.

Bachelorette Party… Donna Bartolotta from Moodus brought the Rivereast on her 
daughter’s bachelorette weekend at Epcot Center!

A Maine Moment… Ronnie and Jane Muskatallo, of Portland, stopped in Lincoln, 
Maine, during a family outing over the Memorial Day weekend.

Absorbing Amsterdam… Kathy, Skyler and Alex York from East Hampton and Bel-
gium are pictured with the Rivereast at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, absorbing 
all beauty of Rembrandt and his artwork.
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RE5-9-25

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 6/30/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Colchester
Steven G. Zajac Jr.

Steven G. Zajac Jr., of 
Colchester, passed away 
Thursday, June 4, after a 
yearlong illness. He was 
52 years old. Steve was 
born in New Britain on 
Oct. 17, 1973. Steve grew 
up in Southington. He 
was the son of the late 
Steven and Elisa Zajac of 
Southington. 

Steve was an electrician 
for IBEW Local 35 for the last 27 years before 
becoming too ill to work. He loved his kids and 
would do anything for them. He enjoyed watch-
ing their soccer, basketball and baseball/softball 
games. He was a huge Boston Red Sox, Chicago 
Bears and Florida State fan. He was able to attend 
a handful of both Red Sox and Bears games.

He is survived by his wife, Tina Zajac and 
their three children: Tyler, Alyssa and Cody 
Zajac; his sister, Paula Zajac of Southington; his 
aunts; Cheryl Cammarota of Middlefield, La-
vinia Cammarota of Wethersfield, and Roseann 
Kozlowski and her husband Robert of Florida; 
his cousins; and numerous extended family and 
friends. He was predeceased by his uncles, Pat-
rick and Frank Cammarota.

A visitation was held Wednesday, June 17, at 
the Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Road, Colchester. A graveside service 
was held at the New St. Andrew Cemetery, Gil-
lettes Lane, Thursday, June 18, at 11 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Steve’s memo-
ry may be made to benefit his children’s future. 
Contributions can be made to the ‘Zajac Chil-
dren’s Memorial Fund’ and sent to Liberty Bank, 
219 South Main St., Colchester, CT 06415. 

The Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with care of arrangements. For 
online condolences or to share a story, please 
visit: www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com. 

Andover
Lucille K. Anderson

Lucille K. Anderson, 81, 
of Andover, beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother 
and friend, passed away, 
peacefully Wednesday, 
June 3. Born in Greenfield, 
Mass., on April 4, 1945, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Lawrence Billiel 
and Catherine Sears.

 She is survived by her 
three children: Pamela 
Anderson (Paul Rainville Jr.) of South Wind-
ham; Marc Anderson (Donna Baez) of Monterey, 
Tenn.; and Shane Anderson (Tara) of Bolton. She 
will also be deeply missed by her seven grand-
children – Patrick, Griffin, Gavin, Gabrielle, 
Luke, Matthew and Christian – all of whom 
brought her immense pride and joy.

 Lucille began her professional life at Pratt & 
Whitney, later dedicated herself to running an 
in-home daycare, and went on to work at Sav-
ings Bank of Manchester.

 Family was the center of her world. She was 
deeply devoted to those she loved and took great 
joy in bringing people together and caring for 
them. She was the heart of family gatherings and 
the person who shaped many of the holidays 
and traditions that brought everyone together. 
Christmas held a special place in her heart. The 
joke was that she was Santa’s helper, but in truth, 
it often felt more like Santa was her helper.

 She found joy in giving to others. Shopping 
for gifts, wrapping presents, and making people 
feel remembered and celebrated was one of her 
greatest pleasures. Her care for others extended 
far beyond holidays. She expressed love through 
acts of service, always willing to lend a hand, 
create something meaningful, fix what was bro-
ken, help someone prepare for an important 
moment, or simply make life a little easier and 
more beautiful for those around her. She gave 
her time, talents, and energy freely.

 She also loved creating a home that felt 
warm, welcoming, and full of life. She delighted 
in decorating, preparing for gatherings, sharing 
food, playing games, doing puzzles, and bring-
ing people together. Whether surrounded by a 
house full of family and friends or sitting qui-
etly at the kitchen table over conversation and a 
cup of tea, she treasured connection. She found 
joy in simple routines—making lists, planning, 
sharing ideas, and finding little ways to care for 
the people she loved. She had a gift for making 
ordinary moments feel special.

 Lucille also treasured time spent at the fam-
ily’s home on Cape Cod. Some of her happiest 
moments were the ones she shared there with 
her late husband, Eric, and friends, driving out 
to Race Point, relaxing on the beach, enjoying 
the ocean air, and spending time reading House 
& Garden magazines.

 Her seven grandchildren were a deep and 
constant source of joy in her life, and she trea-
sured every moment with them. 

Her legacy lives on in the traditions she cre-
ated, the care she gave, and the countless people 
who felt loved because of her. She will be re-
membered for the warmth she brought into ev-
ery room and for showing, again and again, that 
love is often found in the thoughtful things we 
do for one another.

She will be deeply missed and lovingly re-
membered.

Per Lucille’s wishes, there will be no calling 
hours. A burial service will be held at Townsend 
Cemetery in Andover at 10 a.m. Friday, June 19.

In lieu of flower arrangements, please con-
sider making a donation to the Andover Fire 
Department, on behalf of Lucille, for all the help 
they provided her over the past couple of years. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
tierneyfuneralhome.com.

Portland
Patricia Jagoda

Patricia (Cote) Jagoda, 
81, of Portland, passed 
away peacefully Tuesday, 
June 9, one day after cel-
ebrating her 81st birthday. 
Born June 8, 1945, in Hart-
ford, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Wilfrid and 
Louise (Brousseau) Cote. 

Patricia was prede-
ceased by her beloved hus-
band, Joseph D. Jagoda. She was also predeceased 
by their infant twin sons. 

Patricia leaves behind her loving family: her 
daughter, Stephanie Jagoda of Jacksonville, 
N.C.; her sons, Jeffrey Jagoda and Ryon Jagoda 
and his wife, Michele, all of Portland; her cher-
ished grandchildren, Jason (J.T.), Amber, and 
Brianna; and three great-grandchildren. 

Patricia embraced life with enthusiasm and a 
joyful spirit. She loved spending time with family 
and friends, enjoyed trips to the casino, and nev-
er passed up an opportunity to have fun. Many 
will remember her at the Winchester Cafe, mi-
crophone in hand, singing her favorite songs and 
filling the room with laughter, music, and smiles. 

The family would like to extend their heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who offered Patricia love, 
friendship, and support, throughout her life. 
Your companionship meant so much to her and 
to her family. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Portland Food Bank in Patricia’s 
honor.

East Hampton
Annabett Latronica

Annabett (D’Amico) 
Latronica of Weirton, 
West Virginia, passed 
away peacefully Wednes-
day, June 10, at the WVU-
Weirton Medical Center. 
Born March 21, 1950, in 
New Haven, she was a 
daughter of Raymond and 
Daisy (Driggers) D’Amico.

Annabett attended East 
Hampton High School 
and dedicated many years of her life to serv-
ing her community as a food preparer at Mc-
Donald’s Restaurant. Her joyful spirit brought 
light to those around her, and she will be dearly 
missed. Annabett enjoyed life’s simple plea-
sures, finding happiness in spending time with 
her family, and loved ones. 

In addition to her parents, Annabett was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Alfred Latroni-
ca, and her sons, Perry and Scott Root.

Left to cherish her memory are her children, 
Clifford Root of Moodus; daughters, Annabett 
(Nick) Loprete of Weirton, West Virginia, Les-
ley (Michael) Gibbs of Brooklyn, Conn.; broth-
ers, Wallace and Darrell D’Amico, and sister, 
Daisy (Edward) Goodrich; and grandchildren 
Elizabeth Rachel, Ricky Jr., Jeremiah, Alycia, 
Zachary, Aubrey, Isaac, James, Leora, Blake and 
Matthew; and six great-grandchildren.

Though Annabett has left this world, her love 
and laughter will forever echo in our hearts. 
Rest in peace, dear Annabett. Your light will 

Hebron
Rev. Edmund J. Meincke

After a long illness, 
Edmund J. Meincke of 
Hebron left us Saturday, 
June 6.

He was a kind, com-
passionate, caring man 
who always felt called to 
be of service. More than 
any award or honor, what 
mattered most to him was 
that those around him felt 
heard, seen, and loved.

Born in Akron, Ohio, to Louise and Russ 
Meincke, Ed came to Boston with his guitar, 
banjo and sax to attend Andover Newton Theo-
logical Seminary, and upon graduation settled 
in Connecticut.

Ed eventually landed at Glastonbury Youth 
Services, where he served as its director for 34 
years. Known as the “Grandfather of Youth Ser-
vices” in Connecticut, he helped create the CT 
Youth Services Association in 1972, where he 
served as the first president, and spent his career 
helping the field grow across the state.

Also known to many as Pastor Ed, he served 
part-time positions as an ordained interim 
minister for many Connecticut United Church 
of Christ churches. After retiring from Glaston-
bury, he completed his ministry with a full time 
position at Talcottville Congregational Church 
(UCC) in Vernon. He felt it a privilege and an 
honor to serve his congregations through times 
of change, and was blessed to serve at baptisms, 
funerals and weddings.

Pop Pop to his granddaughters, Ed leaves his 
beloved Riley and Freya to remember him for 
his kind spirit and good heart. Also mourning 
his passing are his wife of 45 years, Deborah; and 
their children David (Bri) and Katie (Chris). Ed 
also leaves behind his sister Eleanor (Tony) and 
cousin Carl (Judy), many in-laws, nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and great nephews.

Ed was predeceased by his brother Jim, and 
his parents Russ and Louise.

Ed touched many lives throughout his years 
of service; whether through his friendship, 
mentorship, music, stories, or prayers. He was 
an advocate for the underdog, and he saw the 
good in everyone. Alzheimer’s disease robbed 
him of his memories, but never his loving spirit.

Our family would like to recognize the won-
derful care Ed received from Buckingham 
Heights Memory Care in Glastonbury, and the 
assistance of the Alzheimer’s Association of 
Connecticut.

A Celebration of Life will be held at Gilead 
Congregational Church in Hebron on Saturday, 
July 11, at 11 a.m., with reception to follow. All 
are welcome. Ed would be happy to have you 
dress comfortably.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a dona-
tion to the charity of your choice in Ed’s mem-
ory.

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

continue to shine through the lives you touched.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 

June 27, at 11 a.m., at Abundant Life Church, 85 
Skinner Rd., Colchester. 

Like 
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Colchester
Raymundo Bigalbal

Raymundo Vasquez 
Bigalbal, fondly known as 
Ray, passed away Sunday, 
June 14, at the CT Hos-
pice in Branford, after a 
long and debilitating ill-
ness. He was 91 years old.

Ray was born in Tima-
lan, Naic, Cavite, Philip-
pines on March 17, 1935. 
He was a son of the late 
Alfredo Lomat and Emil-
ia Ocampo (Vasquez) Bigalbal. In 1960, Ray 
joined the U.S. Navy at the age of 18 and proud-
ly served for 23 years. His service included Navy 
career counselor and recruiter of which he took 
particular pride in. 

Ray married the love of his life, Agnes Eliz-
abeth Reed “Betty” on March 28, 1959. The 
couple traveled extensively in their early years 

Hebron
James and Jill Rebillard

Hebron
Dorothy A. Paquette

Dorothy A. Paquette, 
of Hebron, passed away 
peacefully at home early 
Saturday morning, June 
13, with her beloved fam-
ily attentively by her side. 
She was 86 years old. 

Dorothy was born May 
12, 1940, in Hartford. She 
was the daughter of the 
late Roland and Pauline 
(Boutin) Lefebvre. She 
grew up in Bristol, and graduated from St. Ma-
rie High School in Manchester, N.H. On Oct. 
22, 1960, in Hooksett, N.H., she married the 
love of her life, Raymond Paquette. The couple 
settled in Wethersfield, where they made their 
home and raised their family. They had 63 years 
together, enjoying family life and traveling. Ray-
mond predeceased her on April 2, 2024.

Dorothy retired after a fulfilling career work-
ing as a nurse at Danbury Hospital, Hartford 
Hospital and Jefferson House in Newington. In 
her free time, she enjoyed sewing and making 
quilts which many of her family received and 
treasured. She also volunteered for years with 
Meals on Wheels in Wethersfield. Most impor-
tantly, she will be remembered fondly as a loving 
and devoted wife, mother, and adoring mémère 
to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
who always put her family first. 

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by her children and their spous-
es, Karen Paquette of Richmond, Va., Joanne 
(Albert) Rosevear of Gibsonia, Pa., Thomas Pa-
quette of Columbia, Anthony Paquette (Lauren 
Astorino) of Colchester; siblings, Paulette Lefe-
bvre of Concord, N.H., Rita (Ronald) Boisvert 
of Montgomery Village, Md., Thomas (Bonnie) 
Lefebvre of Norcross, Ga., Phil Lefebvre (Chris-
tine Stacey) of Atkinson, N.H., Marie Lefebvre 
of Manchester, N.H.; 12 grandchildren, Kevin 
Tarlow (Mattie Squire) of Anchorage, Alaska, 
Zan Lowell of Richmond, Va., Elizabeth Ros-
evear (Daniel Prince) of Pittsburgh, Pa., Han-
nah Paquette of Lebanon, Daniel Paquette of 
East Hampton, Nathan and Molly Paquette of 
Columbia, Alexis, Dustin, and Evan Paquette of 
Colchester, Bryanna Paquette of Guilford, Ga-
brielle Johnson of Bethesda, Md.; three great-
grandchildren, Sy and Casey Tarlow-Squire, 
Rosalie Prince; and many extended family 
members and friends. 

In addition to her husband and parents, she 
was predeceased by a sister, Loretta Loveday.

A funeral Mass will be celebrated Wednes-
day, June 24, at 11 a.m., directly at Church of 
the Holy Family, 185 Church St., Amston. The 
burial will be held privately. 

Donations in Dorothy’s memory may be made 
to the CT Meals on Wheels, www.crtct.org.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share 
a story of Dorothy, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

Portland
Louise Feldman

Louise Feldman, for-
merly Louise Hertzberg, 
passed away Saturday, 
June 13, surrounded by 
the love of the family she 
cherished throughout her 
life. She was 87 years old. 

Born March 28, 1939, 
in Bridgeport, Louise was 
the beloved daughter of 
Herman Hertzberg and 
Faye Hertzberg. She was 
raised in Middletown and shared a close bond 
with her sister, Rosalie Shapiro, who also pre-
deceased her, and her brother-in-law, Melvyn. 
After marrying the love of her life, Howard 
Feldman, on June 28, 1959, she moved to the 
Gildersleeve section of Portland, where she 
spent the rest of her life.

Louise graduated from Woodrow Wilson 
High School in 1957. She attended Boston Uni-
versity before earning her degree cum laude 
in 1976 from Central Connecticut State Uni-
versity. Education remained important to her 
throughout her life, reflecting the determina-
tion and resilience that defined her character. 
While raising her children she worked as a sub-
stitute teacher in the Portland schools.

Howard and Louise built a home and raised a 
family rooted in love, faith, and devotion. After 
only 25 years of marriage Howard preceded her 
in death in 1985. Following his passing, Louise 
demonstrated extraordinary strength as she 
continued to provide for her family while build-
ing a distinguished career as an administrator 
with the Social Services Department of the State 
of Connecticut, where she served for more than 
twenty years. She also spent countless hours 
rooting for her beloved UConn Husky men’s 
and women’s basketball teams.

Louise was well-known in Portland where for 
nearly four decades she became a familiar pres-
ence in the community, faithfully walking daily 
from her home along Main Street into town and 
back each day. Friends and neighbors came to 
know her by sight, and those daily walks reflect-
ed her independence, discipline, and enduring 
connection to the town she loved.

She was a lifelong member of Congregation 
Adath Israel and devoted countless hours vol-
unteering with various organizations in Port-
land. Her faith, generosity, and commitment to 
serving others enriched the lives of many.

Above all else, Louise was devoted to her fam-
ily. She is survived by her three children: Debo-
rah Shafferman and her husband Joel of New 
York City; Matthew Feldman and his wife The-
anne of Westport; and Sharon Ferrari and her 
husband Michael of South Glastonbury.

She was the proud and loving grandmother 
of eight grandchildren: Hannah Shafferman, 
Cassondra Feldman, Harrison Feldman, Sophia 
Feldman, Alexa Feldman, Kara Ferrari, Noah 
Ferrari, and Benjamin Ferrari. Each brought her 
immense joy and pride, and she treasured every 
opportunity to celebrate their accomplishments 
and share in their lives. She will be deeply missed 
by all of them who always appreciated her wick-
ed sense of humor and her unvarnished honesty.

Louise will be remembered for her unwaver-

In loving memory of James Rebillard, born 
Jan. 25, 1947, in Manchester, and Jill Rebillard, 
born Feb. 8, 1949 in Norwich. James passed 
away peacefully, surrounded by loved ones, on 
May 16, 2026. Jill passed away peacefully at 
home on Sept. 20, 2021.

They are survived by their two daughters, Mi-
chelle and Jane, son Jamie, and two grandchil-
dren, Hailey and Jackson.

Both James and Jill grew up in Hebron with 
many friends and family, graduating from 
RHAM High School where they were high 
school sweethearts. They married in 1966 and 
spent 55 wonderful years together where they 
raised three children in Alaska after chasing the 
oil boom of the early ‘80s.

Both obtained their college degrees while in 
Alaska, with James becoming a geologist going 
on to work with private and state organizations 
to prevent and process contamination from 
hazardous materials. Jill earned her bachelor’s 

in agriculture, becoming a successful organic 
farmer. She started the business Nature Nurtur-
ing Naturally which worked closely with other 
farmers, organizations, and the state to create 
comprehensive standards for organic farming.

After many adventurous years in Alaska, they 
settled back east in Vermont to be closer to fam-
ily, where they continued to love and protect the 
land until retirement allowed for more travel.

Travel was their true love, as both journeys to 
and from Alaska were driven, tackling the Al-
can both ways as well as many other challenges 
brought by the great white north.

In addition to their occupations and time 
spent traveling, somehow there was always 
room for hobbies. Jill was skilled at spinning and 
weaving, often making much cherished hand-
made gifts. James was a master carpenter and 
along with building or restoring every house 
they lived in, he always made time to construct 
another chicken coup or fix the barn door.

While they have passed on their wealth of 
knowledge and skills to their friends and family, 
they will be greatly missed.

Graveside services will be observed at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 23, directly at the Gilead Cem-
etery, Route 85, Hebron.

In lieu of flowers, the family is asking that any 
donations go to Simply Cats in Boise, Idaho.

ing devotion to family, her steadfast faith, her 
resilience in the face of adversity, and the kind-
ness she extended to all who knew her. Her life 
was one of quiet strength and honest opinions. 
The lessons she imparted through her example 
– perseverance, compassion, and dedication to 
others – will continue to guide those she leaves 
behind. Her only regret was her failure to out-
live Donald Trump, who she saw clearly has a 
modern-day circus barker akin to PT Barnum.

May her memory be a blessing to her family, 
friends, and all whose lives she touched.

A graveside memorial service was on 
Wednesday, June 17, at the Congregation Adath 
Israel Cemetery at 714 Pine St., Middletown. 
Shiva and a luncheon followed the service at 
Louise’s home at 8 Robert St. in Portland. 

Donations may be made to the Howard Feld-
man Beautification Fund at Congregation Ada-
th Israel, 8 Broad St., Middletown, CT 06457.

To share memories or send condolences to 
the family, please visit www.doolittlefuneralser-
vice.com.

See Obituaries, page 32
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together, then settled in Oakdale for the past 50 
years, where they made their home and raised 
their family. 

Following his active duty in the Navy, Ray 
worked with the U.S. Postal Service out of New 
London for an additional 20 years. He is a com-
municant of Our Lady of the Lakes Church in 
Oakdale. He was one of the original founders of 
the American Philippines Club in Groton where 
Philippine families gathered honoring their cul-
ture and cuisine. In his free time, Ray could usu-
ally be found fishing, crabbing or bowling. 

Most importantly, Ray will be remembered 
as a devoted and loving husband, father, and 
grandfather. He will be sadly missed but always 
remembered with love by his wife of 67 years, 
Betty; his children and their spouses, Raynesa 
(Dave) Farrell, Donna Bigalbal, Raymundo 
(Cathy) Bigalbal, John (Wendy) Bigalbal, Lisa 
(TJ) MarcAurele; grandchildren, Melissa, Da-
vid, Bryan, Heather, Sarah, Raymundo, Alayna, 
Kara, John, Meagan, Shawn, Darren, Devon, 
Kailey and Ashlyn; great-grandchildren, Mag-
nolia, Jameson and Adalind; siblings, Patricinia, 
Crispina, Virginia, Clarita; and many extended 
family members in the U.S. and Philippines, and 
friends. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased 
by a daughter, Mary Ryley, and siblings, Gloria 
and Tomaturgo. 

Calling hours will be held at the Aurora-Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., 
Colchester, on Sunday, June 21, from 1-3 p.m. 
The funeral Mass will be celebrated on Monday, 
June 22, at 10 a.m., directly at Our Lady of the 
Lakes Church, 752 Norwich Salem Tpke, Oak-
dale.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share 
a story of Ray, please visit: www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com. 

Obituaries cont.

Colchester
Michael Teddy Litwinko

Michael Teddy Lit-
winko, of Colchester, 
passed away at the Wil-
liam W. Backus Hospital in 
Norwich on Monday, June 
15, after an ongoing illness.  
He was 38 years old.  

Michael was born in 
Hartford on Sept. 18, 
1987.  He was the son of 
Teddy and Maria (Smycz) 
Litwinko.  Michael grew 
up in Colchester and was a graduate of Bacon 
Academy with the class of 2005. He was a com-
municant of St. Andrew Church in Colchester.  

From a young age, Michael was the right 
hand of his mom. He loved doing extreme 
sports like skateboarding and snowboarding, 
quad riding, motorcycling, skydiving, and many 
other outdoor activities. He always loved going 
to Salmon River to go fishing to clear his head 
and find peace. He was also a talented artist; he 
loved stargazing, animals of all kinds, and hard 
rock music. 

Michael worked in construction with 
Leithal’s Land Care. He loved action, speed, and 
the beauty of the world outdoors.  Most impor-
tantly, he was a loving son, a good brother, and 
a true friend to all who knew him. 

 He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his fiancée, Jessica Lewartows-
ki, with whom he made his home in Colchester; 
his stepson, Joshua Lewartowski; parents, Teddy 
and Maria Litwinko of Colchester; brothers and 
their spouses, Mark (Jenna) Litwinko of Col-
chester and their daughter, Lillian Litwinko; 
Thomas (Alexis) Litwinko of Colchester and 
their daughters, Juniper, Everlee and Maya; and 
many extended family members and friends. 

Calling hours were Thursday, June 18, from 
4-6 p.m., at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral 
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd, Colchester.  The 
funeral Mass will be celebrated on Friday, June 
19, at 11 a.m., directly at St. Andrew Church, 
128 Norwich Ave., Colchester.  Burial will fol-
low in New St. Andrew Cemetery. 

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Michael, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.   

2TB  6/12, 6/19

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Planning Commission will hold the following 
public hearing on June 23, 2026, at 7pm in the Town Hall, 26 
No Main Street
#P-02-26 Marlborough Lakeside Village, LLC. (Applicant/
Property Owner) 156+ No Main Street, three lot Residential 
Subdivision
MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR 

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting 
on Wednesday July 1, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Hampton 
Town Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via ZOOM to 
consider 
PZC-26-006: West High Enterprises LLC, 12 Long Crossing 
Road, 2 Lot Re-Subdivision, 207 West High and 12 Long 
Crossing Map 12/ Block 36/ Lot 2
PZC-26-007: Town of East Hampton PZC, Text Amendments 
to multiple sections to comply with middle housing and parking 
requirements in Public Act 25-1
The file is available for viewing in the Land Use Office and 
Town Clerk’s office 860 267-7450.
Ray Zatorski, Chairman

2TB  6/19, 6/26

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Virtual Public Hearing on Thursday, 
June 25th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. Public access is through Zoom 
link A at www.portlandct.org to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-21: Proposed Amendment to the Portland 
Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 7.5, 8.2, 9.1.3.H. 
These changes are being made in response and to comply 
with Public Act 25-1. Application of the Town of Portland.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 9th day of June 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB  6/12, 6/19
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MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission at their Public Hearing 
Thursday, June 4, 2026, took the following action:
APPLICATIONS APPROVED:
#Z-02-26-Zoning Amendment Committee

1. Article Six D.a lot size and frontage
2. Article Six 2.a Front yard setback 
3. Article Six E.5.1.a & 5.1.b O.S.C.A.R lot size and frontage 
4. Article Six A.C. 4 VCD Density  
5. Article Three A.8 Corner Lots

#Z-03-26-Zoning Amendment Housing Opportunity Committee 
1. Article Six F.4c.2 Floating zone minimum road frontage  
2. Article Six F 4.C.4 Floating Zone minimum lot size
3. Article Six F.4.C.9 Floating Zone open space
4. Article Six F.4.C. 13 Floating Zone permitted user DMR, 
ALD, & PRRD – minimum land area

ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

MARLBOROUGH ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough ZBA Commission, at its Public Hearing on 
June 10, 2026, took the following action: 
MOTION CARRIED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-03-25 – Diane Prentice (Applicant/
Property Owner) 33 Myrna Drive - is seeking variance of Article 
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Conformity 
of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or 
Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum Required 
Yards, Article Six D. 2 b   Side Yard Setback, , in order to 
construct a garage with a Side Yard Setback of 7.1 feet where 
15 feet is required.
APPLICATION #ZBA-04-25 – Heather Burgess (Applicant/Prop-
erty Owner) 85 North Main Street - is seeking variance of Article 
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Conformity 
of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot Areas or 
Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum Required 
Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard Setback, & Article Six D.4 
Building Coverage, in order to construct a deck with a Front 
Yard Setback of 26.7 feet where 40 feet is required and building 
coverage of 13.5% where 10% is allowed..
MATT WILSON, ZBA COMMISSION CHAIR 1TB  6/19

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

Taxes levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2025 become 
due and payable on July 1, 2026.  Real Estate tax bills of less 
than $250 and Motor Vehicle tax bills shall be due in a single 
installment on July 1, 2026.  Real Estate tax bills over $250 
shall be due and payable in two installments on July 1, 2026 
and January 1, 2027. The 1st installment Real Estate tax bill 
will utilize an interim mill rate of 36.85 mill, as approved by the 
Board of Finance under Hebron Charter Section 903C. The 
2nd installment will capture a set mill rate once the budget 
passes including any difference from the 1st installment bill. 
Personal Property bills will be billed once the budget passes, 
and a mill rate is set. 
Motor Vehicle and Real Estate Taxes received/postmarked 
by August 3, 2026, will be considered timely.  Payments re-
ceived/postmarked August 4th or later will be subject to inter-
est of 1.5% per month or 18 % annually from the due date in 
accordance with Connecticut General Statutes.  Initial interest 
starting August 4th is 3% of outstanding taxes with a minimum 
of $2.00 per tax account.  State Statutes dictate that failure 
to receive a bill does not invalidate amount due.
Please make checks payable to: Town of Hebron.  Pay-
ments may be mailed to our lockbox collection service: Town 
of Hebron CT Tax, PO Box 843137, Boston MA 02284-3137.  
A secured drop-off box is located on the lower level, south side 
of the Town Hall building at 15 Gilead St, Hebron, CT 06248 
for payments. Please see the town’s website www.hebronct.
com for on-line payment options.  
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street.  Our hours are Monday to Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm.  The Tax and Assessor’s Offices will close 
from 12:30 to 1:15 Monday – Thursday for lunch to accom-
modate a reduction in staff.  
Respectfully,  
Brigit M Tanganelli
Hebron Acting Revenue Collector 3TB  6/19, 7/3, 7/24

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR  MEETING
THURSDAY,  June 25, 2026
6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL

LEGAL NOTICE
 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following: 
Application 625 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Barbara 
Angelico of 1 Schoolhouse Lane, Middle Haddam, to install a 
heating and cooling unit on the side of the house facing School-
house Lane. 
Application 626 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Terry and 
Sylvia Garstka of 89 Middle Haddam Road, Middle Haddam, 
to pave existing driveway and an addition of an approximately 
435-square-foot turnaround using bituminous with a compacted 
finish.
The foregoing applications are available for public review at the 
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons may 
be heard and written communications will be received. 1TB  6/19

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the fol-
lowing actions at their Regular Meeting, which was held on 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 7:00pm on the following: 
Petition 2026-03 & 04 - Petition of the Town of Hebron Depart-
ment of Public Works Action Committee for Special Permit 
and Site Plan Modification to demolish and reconstruct a new 
Department of Public Works and associated facilities, includ-
ing Transfer Station in accordance with Section 2.C.4.1, and 
for the decrease in non-conforming structures in accordance 
with Section 6.B.4.7 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations at 550 
Old Colchester Road, Residence-1 District.  Approved, with 
conditions.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/96ed8705681306e9b9
4aa4e4960a612f22a5f39d65c7494397aecf6b3c5d571b 1TB  6/19
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ing to feel ready before we take chances,” Lagace 
said. “We wait until we are more confident, less 
afraid, or more sure of ourselves, but the truth 
is, confidence usually comes after doing the 
scary thing, not before. Some of the most mean-
ingful moments in our lives begin with simply 
deciding to try.”

“Speak even when your voice shakes, try 
things you might not be good at at first, let 
yourself be seen instead of convincing yourself 
to stay invisible,” she advised her fellow gradu-
ates.

Valedictorian Cecilia Zito also spoke, and 
told the audience, “I spent the past four years 
saying I couldn’t wait for the day I’d finally walk 
across this stage and graduate, but now that 
I’m here, I wish I had just a little bit more time: 
more time to hang out with my friends, more 
time to spend with my family, and most of all, 
more time to live the high school experience.”

Zito said high school had taught her and her 
classmates that “success isn’t about getting ev-
erything right the first time. As we celebrate our 
achievements today, it’s easy to focus on grades, 

awards, and accomplishments, but I think one 
of the most important things we have come to 
learn is that growth matters more than perfec-
tion.”

“None of us has made it here without mak-
ing mistakes, facing setbacks, or struggling with 
self-doubt. What defines us is not how we suc-
ceeded without struggle, but how we responded 
when things didn’t go as planned,” she said. “Ev-
ery challenge we have overcome as individu-
als has helped shape us into the people we are 
today. It is our growth, not our perfection, that 
has brought us here, and that is something that 
I want you to remember as you enter the next 
chapter of your life.”

 “Don’t be afraid to make mistakes,” she said, 
“because every mistake is an opportunity to 
learn something new.”

Amston
Lori Bansavich

Lori Bansavich of 
Amston passed away Fri-
day, June 5, at the age of 
67.

Lori’s greatest joy was 
her family. She married 
her high school sweet-
heart, Lenny, in 1979. 
They raised three children 
alongside their many be-
loved pets.

Lori was preceded in 
death by her daughter, Lori-Lynn French of 
Dallas, Pa.; her son, Leonard E. Bansavich III 
of Mooresville, N.C.; her sister, Veronica Niver-
Coveney of Peabody, Mass.; and her parents 
Daniel and Rita (Schadtle) Niver of Glaston-
bury.

To cherish her memory and mourn her loss, 
she leaves behind her husband of 47 years, Len-
ny, her daughter, Victoria (Matt) Cavanaugh of 
Andover; son-in-law Paul French of Dallas, Pa.; 
grandchildren, Paul Jr., Brian, Lily and Junior; 
siblings, Daniel Niver Jr. (Myra), Kathy Niver 

(Skip Harvey), Janet Giola (Tom), Paula Han-
sen (Peter); brother-in-law, Steve Coveney; and 
many in-laws, aunts, cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends.

A graduate of Glastonbury High School, she 
was a distinguished member of the FFA where 
she held the office of chapter president and 
competed in competitions at its national con-
vention in Kansas City, Mo. She was the proud 
owner and operator of Lori’s Mobil on the Run, 
where she was recognized for her outstanding 
entrepreneurship by being named a top 100 
Mobil station owner in the nation six times.

Please join us for a gathering of remembrance 
at the family home at 386 Old Colchester Rd., 
Amston, on Saturday, June 27, at 2 p.m. All who 
knew and loved Lori are welcome.

LEGALS
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

The Town of Andover is seeking applications for a 
part time custodian, 4-6 hours per week to perform 
general cleaning and building maintenance and 
repair for town buildings.  Compensation DOE. The 
job application and full description for this position 
are available at www.andoverct.org.  
The ideal person will be responsible for general 
cleaning and also repair and maintenance of the 
town hall, library, and community center to include 
change of light bulbs, cleaning of gutters, checking 
caulking, inspecting roofs for needed maintenance 
or repair, painting and drywall repair, checking fil-
ters and service logs of town heating and air equip-
ment, inspecting and repairing windows, doors, 
cleaning gutters, etc. 
This position might involve deep cleaning of facili-
ties as needed. 
This position requires the applicant to have and 
use own vehicle and tools.  The individual shall be 
responsible for maintaining their own insurance. In 
some cases, tools can be supplied by public works 
or rented.

To apply, please email your cover letter, resume 
and job application to the Office of the Town Ad-
ministrator, Town Hall, 17 School Rd, Andover, CT 
06232, or email it to adminassistant@andoverct.org 
This posting will remain open until the position has 
been filled. EOE M/F 

TOWN OF ANDOVER CT
 PART-TIME BUILDING

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE

RE 6-12-26

R
E6

-1
2-

26

EMPLOYMENT

Sadler’s is currently hiring full and part time 
servers. Must have experience and flexibility. 

We are looking for some day and night
availability as well as weekends.
Year round availability preferred.
Applicants may apply between

3:00pm & 5:00pm daily.
We are closed on Mondays. 

61 North Main St, Marlborough
RE 6-19-26

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
H O U S I N G 
A U T H O R I T Y - 
M A I N T A I N E R  I I : 
The Maintainer keeps 
buildings and grounds 
in clean and orderly 
condition by performing 
a variety of property 
maintenance functions 
as  ass igned.  Must 
b e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e 
in heating systems, 
plumbing, electrical, 
c a r p e n t r y ,  a n d 
landscaping.  There 
is a revolving on-call 
schedule. Mandatory 
o v e r t i m e  a r i s e s . 
High school diploma 
or GED with at least 
4 years’ experience. 
Must possess a valid 
CT driver ’s l icense. 
Position wage hiring 
range $29.15-$31.24. 
Job application and 
fu l l  job descr ip t ion 
available at the Main 
Office, 25 Risley Road, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
or from our website at 
www.glastha.org. No 
phone cal ls please. 
Interviews starting week 
of 7/6/26. Open until 
filled. AA/EOE.

P A R T - T I M E 
B A K E R  N E E D E D , 
GLASTONBURY: Will 
train. Early morning 
hours. Call for more info. 
860-657-4400.

E A S T  H A D D A M 
C L E A N I N G 
O N  S U M M E R 
W E E K E N D S :  2 - 3 
p e r s o n  t e a m  t o 
t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n /
disinfect 7-bedroom 
home.  Exper ienced 
w/  own equ ipment /
supplies. Must clean 
11am-3:30pm. $500 per 
cleaning. 860-985-4534.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, v intage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

WANT YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS: but are in
timidated by the books? 
Have a professional 
put your mind at ease. 
VanRaalteBookkeep
ing@gmail.com.

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Rivereast Standout Athletes of the Week

Elizabeth Barr and Allison Tine were honored as Portland High School’s 2025-2026 
CIAC Scholar-Athletes. 

By Josh Howard
Allison Tine and Elizabeth Barr – Portland 

High School: Tine and Barr were selected as 
the school’s top Scholar Athletes for the 2025-
26 school year, honoring their dedication to 
athletics, the classroom, and the community. 
Tine was a standout thrower for the Highland-
ers track and field teams and will be attending 
the University of Connecticut to major in bio-
medical engineering. Barr, a distance runner 
and basketball player for the Highlanders, will 
be attending the University of Rhode Island and 
majoring in psychology. The Scholar-Athlete 
Program annually recognizes two high school 
seniors from each high school whose academic 
and athletic careers have been exemplary, whose 
personal standards and achievements are a 
model to others, and who possess high levels of 
integrity, self-discipline and courage. Tine and 
Barr were honored at the annual CIAC Scholar-
Athletes banquet held at the Aqua Turf Club in 
Plantsville last month.

Aiden Niderno – East Hampton High 
School (Track & Field): Niderno placed third 

overall in the Decathlon at the end of the 
school-year CIAC sponsored event at Willow 
Brook Park in New Britain. Niderno scored 
5,603 points during the ten-event challenge, 
placing top-five a handful of events. He placed 
second in the long jump, second in the javelin, 
third in the shot put, fourth in the high jump, 
and fifth in the 110-meter hurdles. Earlier this 
season, Niderno won a Shoreline Conference 
(SLC) championship in the javelin and high 

Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 

jump, along with placing fourth overall in the 
110-meter hurdles at the Class S state champi-
onships.  

Conor Sullivan – RHAM High School 
(Golf): Sullivan, a senior, closed out his high 
school career with a pair of standout postsea-
son performances, while competing against the 
best golfers in Connecticut. On June 9, Sullivan 
shot a 74 to tie for sixth overall at the Division 
II state championship at Goodwin Ridge Golf 
Course in Hartford. He then shot a 77 to tie for 
13th overall at the State Open, which took place 
at Mohegan Sun Golf Club on June 12. Sullivan’s 
efforts helped the Raptors place fifth overall at 
the Divisional championship and helped them 
earn a third place showing at the Central Con-
necticut Conference (CCC) championships at 
Stanley Golf Course in New Britain on June 4.  

Liam Sweeney – Bacon Academy (Track 

& Field): Sweeney won a State Open champi-
onship in the shot put with a toss of 57’ 8” to 
defeat second-place finisher Khile Francis (55’ 
8.5”) and 25 of the state’s best throwers. It com-
pleted a clean sweep in the event for Sweeney, 
who also previously won the shot put at the 
Class M state championships and the Eastern 
Connecticut Conference (ECC) champion-
ships. Sweeney, a senior, also finished as the 
runner-up in the discus at the State Open with 
a toss of 162’, placing behind only Bristol Cen-
tral’s  Jonathan Scott (162’ 04”). Following his 
graduation from Bacon Academy, Sweeney will 
compete with the track and field program at 
Bucknell University. 

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the 
Week, email joshhowardsports@gmail.com. 
Please include as many details about the athlete 
or performance as possible.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 
Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SPRING RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service
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services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Spring Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.

Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let’s get started. 

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com
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TREE & LAND

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

ALL-WOOD 
Lawn Mowing Services

Senior & Veteran Discounts
Free Estimates

 860-798-4155CIT6-4-26
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Thompson Landscape Improvement
 COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE  

TIME FOR A NEW PATIO?• New Lawn Construction
• Tree Work & Removal
• Pruning & Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing, Excavating,
 Bulldozer, Backhoe
 & Tractor Work
• Fence Design & Installation
• Patio Cleaning & Rejuvenation

860-659-1438 • www.ThompsonLandscapeCT.com

Over 40 Years Serving Glastonbury 
and Surrounding Towns

Let Us Restore Your Property 
To Its Natural Beauty!

New Design Services Available!

Brick, Blue Stone, Concrete Pavers, Retaining Walls, Driveways
NOW OFFERING Complete 
Inground Lawn Sprinkler

Maintenance & Installation

Licensed & Insured J3#0283688

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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REAL ESTATE

RE6-19-26

860.883.9005
angela@arescorealtor.com

www.angelaaresco.com

After five years of weekly thoughts,
this will be my final quote.
Thank you for allowing me
a small place in your week.

Be kind. Be grateful. Love deeply. Live fully. 
May life’s best chapters still be ahead of you.

Your Friendly Real Estate Agent

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. 
Call Thomas 860-267-
7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING:  Al l  pest 
p lan ts  &  v ines  re
moved  f rom t rees , 
walls/land clearing. NO 
CHEMICALS EVER! 
Per iod & Medi c inal 
garden design. Call Mike 
845-481-0131. Don’t 
Worry ~ We got it!

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

RENTALS
HALE FARM RENTAL: 
1st floor, 2 bedroom, 2 
bath condo, w/private 
b a l c o n y.  Av a i l a b l e 
August. Peaceful setting, 
2 pools, tennis. $2,275 
monthly. Includes heat/
wa te r.  Lease ,  1s t /
security. 860-985-4534.

If anyone refused to rent to you 
because of your source of income, 
race, color, national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, 
marital status, age, disability or 
because you have children, you 
may have been the victim of illegal 
housing discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION IS 
ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH 
Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.
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Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT
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Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
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RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085 R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew  Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

R
E3
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SPRING 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

Sealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
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860-942-3913

Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

SERVICES

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

Nico’s
Small Engine Repair

Fix it right
Keep it running

860-830-3553
RE6-19-26

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Dog walking available. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. ac
tual experience as the 
owner of Glastonbury’s 
local chimney service. 
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es
timate, Licensed & In
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

G R A V E  S T O N E 
CLEANING: Remove 
mold, mildew, algae, 
lichens and other air pol
lutants from your loved 
ones headstone. One 
time safe, thorough and 
effective hand cleaning 
procedure performed by 
husband and wife team. 
Experienced, insured, 
references, results. Call 
or text for more inform
ation. RIP Cleaning 860-
798-5770.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

MECHANIC WILLING 
TO TRAVEL: to your 
home to repair you lawn 
mower, weed whacker, 
etc. $50 for travel upon 
arrival. If unable to re
pair item, No Charge. If 
able to repair item, cost 
is $100 per hour plus 
parts. Cash Only. Call 
Rich 860-716-1227.

PLUMBING & BATH 
REMODELING PROS! 
From complete plumbing 
services and repairs, 
to full or partial bath 
remodeling, WE DO 
IT ALL! Whether it’s 
a small fix or part of a 
larger project we provide 
professional, quality 
work at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Fully licensed 
and insured. Senior 
discounts avai lable. 
C A L L  O R  T E X T 
JUSTIN TODAY! 203-
440-5496.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C

IT
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20

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

R
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR
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Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING
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877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs • Carpentry
• Ceiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E8
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Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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FULLY INSURED – CT #574467
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Freshen Up for Spring!

GARAGE DOOR 
TRIM DENTED UP?

I can fix that!  Vinyl siding 
damage, No problem.

Complete siding jobs $ave 30%.  
Free quotes, Senior discounts. 

Accepts credit cards.  Lic & Insured.

Call Keith “The Siding Specialist”

860-563-2001 C
IT
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KATE 202602 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202606 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202603 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202604 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202607 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202605 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pentry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
men tc t . com,  www.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-

2524.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

P A I N T I N G  - 
R E M O D E L I N G : 
I n t e r i o r - E x t e r i o r . 
W a t e r  d a m a g e , 
Ceil ing-Wall Repair, 
Wal lpaper removal , 
Cabinet ref inishing, 
Power washing, Deck 
&  House  s ta in i ng /
paint ing,  Carpentry 
jobs.  #0674321. Fully 
Insured, Free Estimates,  
K&D Painting. Call Kris 
860-463-5246.

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
IT

3-
5-

20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514Premier Painting CT 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING 

Deck & Fence Staining 
Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR SALE

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

C
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

TAG SALES

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 

C
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Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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Spring is Right Spring is Right 
Around the CornerAround the Corner!!

Call
For All of Your

Air Conditioning 
Needs!

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury 
860-657-4554 • www.emonds.com 

Lic. #392776 C
IT
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

AUTOMOTIVE
FOR SALE: 2010 Mer
cedes Benz E350 4 mat
ic. 194,000 miles, great 
condition. $3000.00 Call 
860-978-0587.

B AY P O I N T C L U B 
N E I G H B O R H O O D 
TAG SALE: 24 Spell
man Point Rd, East 
Hampton. Saturday, 
6/20, 8am-3pm. Early 
Birds welcome (7am). 
Everything from kitch
enware to hardware. 
Biggest and the Best!

H E B R O N  F A R M
ERS MARKET & TAG 
SALE: June 27th 9am-
2pm, 33B East Street, 
Hebron Rain or shine. 
Reserve your spot 860-
228-1383 or nicole@
firesidesupply.net.

H U G E  I N S I D E 
GARAGE SALE: 6/20 
& 6/21, 8am-5pm. 16 
Skylark Rd, Colchester. 
Patio Furniture, Tools, 
Snowblower, Self-Pro
pelled Lawn Mower, 
New Grill/Griddle with 
Tank, Kitchen Items, etc.

HUGE TAG SALE: 
Saturday 6/20, 9am-
2pm. 6 Sunset Dr, East 
Hampton. Clean and 
quality items, Vintage 
toys, framed art, self-lit 
Xmas tree, many decor
ator items, Fisher Price 
loving family mansion 
fully furnished, ceramic 
lamps, clothing, collect
ibles, some antiques, 
dolls beautifully dressed 
and much more. RAIN 
DATE 6/21.

MULTI-FAMILY TAG 
SALE: Sat, 6/20, 8am-
2pm. 24 Myrna Dr, 
Marlborough. Furniture, 
home décor, vinyl, an
tiques, kids toys, books, 
Anthropologie & Free 
People clothing, jew
ellery, etc.

TA G  S A L E  E A S T 
HAMPTON: 124 Wo
powog Road, Saturday, 
6/20, 8am-2pm. Paddle 
boards, Keurig, sofa 
table, VHS player & 
tapes, steam cleaner, 
household items, and 
more. Good Condition. 
No Early Birds.

TAG SALE FRI/SAT: 
19th-20th, 8am-3pm. 
672 Ash Swamp Road, 
Glastonbury. Antique 
wood boards, tools, 
garden implements, 
hand tools, oak cabin
ets, housewares, and 
much more!

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN .  87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

TAG SALE SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY: June 20th 
& 21st, 9am-3pm. Sun
set Drive, East Hamp
ton.

T A G  S A L E 
S AT U R D AY,  6 /20 , 
8AM-2PM:  60 Main 
Street,  East Hamp
ton. Tools, clothing, 
Waterford crystal, Avon 
dishes, Hess trucks, 
NASCAR, household 
goods, collectables, and 
free stuff (while it lasts). 
Everything must go, last 
year we will do this. Tons 
of items for Father’s Day 
gifts.

TAG SALE: Saturday, 
June 20th, 8am-2pm at 
21 Young Street, East 
Hampton. Furniture, 
housewares, decora
tions, kitchenware, and 
more! Rain date Sunday, 
June 21st, 8am-2pm.
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345 RE
5-
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies
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493 Westchester Road, Colchester
860-365-0071
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.

PRICES EFFECTIVE June 19-July 2 
Check out our Facebook Page
for updates and instore specials!

Boar’s Head 
American Cheese      

$4.99lb.
Save $3.00lb!

2 Week Sale Celebrating 250 Years!2 Week Sale Celebrating 250 Years!

Grocery SpecialsGrocery Specials
Arizona Gallon Teas
or Drinks
All Var.
128 oz.

Bush’s Baked Beans    
All Var. 28 oz.

Betty Crocker
Suddenly Salads
All Var. 7-8.3 oz.

Sweet Baby Ray’s
Bbq Sauce
All Var. 18 oz.

Hellmann’s Mayonnaise     
All Var. 30 oz.

Pringles Crisps
All Var. 5.5 oz.

A-1 Steak Sauce
All Var. 10 oz.

French’s Yellow Mustard     
20 oz.

Capri Sun 10-Pack 
Coolers 
All Var.
60 oz.

$4.88 $1.98 $3.88

$1.88 $5.88 $1.98

$2.88 $2.88 $1.98

Frozen & DairyFrozen & Dairy
Cool Whip Topping
All Var. 8 oz.

Ore Ida Potatoes
All Var. 19-38 oz.

Hood Ice Cream
All Var. 48 oz.

Land O Lakes Butter     
All Var. 16 oz.

Cabot Shredded Cheeses 
All Var. 8 oz.

Coffeemate Creamers     
All Var. 32 oz.

$3.88 $1.98 $3.88

$1.98 $3.88 $2.88

ProduceProduce Gourmet DeliGourmet Deli
Boar’s Head 
Ever Roast 
Chicken Breast

Boar’s Head
Ovengold Turkey 
Breast

Fresh Bi-Color 
Corn

New Jersey 
Blueberries

Taylor Farms
Tri Color Coleslaw 
Mix 14 oz.

$12.99lb. $11.99lb.5 for $3.88 $3.88ea $1.88ea
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$22.99lb. 2 for $7.00 $3.49lb. $11.99ea

2 for $9.00 $4.99lb. $4.99lb.

$3.99ea $5.99ea $6.99ea $5.88ea

Certified Angus 
Prime Strip Steaks

Ball Park Franks     
15 oz.

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Thighs

Maine Lobster Tails 
5 oz.

Fresh Potato SaladLand O Lakes
4 Cheese Italian

Smithfield 
Domestic Ham

Hillshire Farms 
Smoked Sausage      
Asst Var. 13-14 oz.

Fresh Pretzel 
Hamburger Rolls     
4-Pack 12 oz.

Lofthouse Frosted 
Sugar Cookies     
13.5 oz.

Pizza Dough
16 oz.

Whole Seedless 
Watermelons

$6.99lb.

Starting at

$3,799

This Father's Day, stop into your local Exmark dealership to �nd 
out how Quest and Radius are built for dads who mow best!

If something is worth doing,
It’s worth doing right.

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT  06415

Starting at

$6,699*

(860) 537-3431
www.ganos.com

*Financing Options Available
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860-652-8889
363 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

sliceworksct.com
We Deliver!

Any order over $25.00
with this coupon • expires 6-30-2026

$5.00 OFF

Full Menu

Available

Through Thick & Thin 
[crust pizza]  Dad & Grads 

deserves the BEST! 
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CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24
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