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Saluting the Flag… Deepak and Sohum with East Hampton Cub Scouts Pack 57 
are shown supporting Flags over East Hampton on Flag Day.

Belltown Preparing
To Celebrate America 

By Anne Lilburn
East Hampton is ready to celebrate the 250th 

birthday of America this summer, with parades, 
a staged reading of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and a patriotically themed Old Home 
Days.

East Hampton America 250 Committee Co-
Chair Kevin Reich said the committee was cel-
ebrating the semiquincentennial all year long, 
but that July was obviously the peak time for 
anniversary festivities.

For a traditional parade, the town will be par-
ticipating in the Middlesex County all-county 
Fourth of July parade at 10 a.m. in Middletown 
on Saturday, and Reich said a group of people 
would be putting together an East Hampton 
float for the event. 

Reich said he himself was particularly look-
ing forward to a staged reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence, part of a nationwide ini-
tiative taking place in communities throughout 
the country. In East Hampton, the document 
will be read by Neal Kirk, said Reich, who added 
that Kirk will be dressed in colonial garb for the 
ceremonial event, which will be held on July 8 
at 6 p.m. at the Old Home Days fairgrounds, lo-
cated behind Center School at Bevin Park. 

Old Home Days itself will also be a patri-
otic affair for this year, its 46th, with a theme 
of “Bells, Boats and Birth of Our Nation.” The 
three-day event will run July 9-11.

Old Home Days Association President John 
Tuttle said that tying in the event to the 250th 
had always been a part of the association’s plans, 

adding that “Bells, Boats and Birth of Our Na-
tion,” was chosen as a theme to highlight East 
Hampton’s traditions of both bell-making and 
shipbuilding.

“Right from the start, we wanted to have our 
theme aligned with America’s 250th birthday, 
and we wanted to tailor it also directly to our 
hometown,” he said. 

“[Old Home Days is] always an event, a week-
end, where we focus on celebrating ourselves 
and having pride in our community,” he said. 
“And so that’s no different this year than any 
year, even though we’re maybe thinking on a 
more national basis.”

All the usual rides, games and entertainment 
will be there, said Tuttle, but because of the pa-
triotic theme, T-shirts will come in red, white 
and blue colors, and the parade this year would 
have some added fun features, including a “line 
up of cars” in red, white and blue.

“You know, a red, white and blue Corvette; a 
red, white and blue Jeep; a red, white and blue 
pickup truck,” he said. “We’re having some fun 
with that, to try to do something different in the 
parade and have all of those American-made 
cars each by the color of the flag, lined up in 
groups of three.”

“I’ve been running around the Stop and Shop 
parking lot, leaving fliers on people’s cars who 
have a white Jeep or a red pickup,” he laughed. “I 
just leave a note on their windshield saying, ‘We 
need your car in the parade, please call me!’”

Hebron Fireworks Show Joyfully Blasts Off
By Toriana Williams

The Hebron Lions Club’s annual fireworks 
celebration brought together families, friends 
and neighbors for an evening filled with laugh-
ter and community spirit at the Hebron Fair-
grounds on Saturday. 

While rain threatened, it thankfully stayed 
away, leading to a warm summer evening as 
hundreds of people spread blankets across the 
grass, unfolded lawn chairs and settled in for a 
night of tractor pulls, delicious fair foods, live 
music and one spectacular fireworks show.

Long before pyrotechnics arrived, the Lions 
Fairgrounds on Route 85 were buzzing with fun. 
The smell of fried dough drifted through the 
air alongside the most delicious macaroni and 
cheese that could be found. Children excitedly 
ran around, having ice cream to help beat the 
heat with their families. The rumble of power-
fully loud engines echoed across the grounds as 
tractors lined up for one of the event’s biggest 
attractions.

Each pull drew cheers from the crowd as driv-

ers pushed their pedals to the customized metal. 
Thick clouds of dust kicked up behind the trac-
tors while the engines roared louder with every 
foot they traveled down the track.

Many families loved the tractor pulls just 
as much as the fireworks. Angela Brand was 
watching with her husband Matt and two kids, 
Stella and Jaxon.

“We just have fun watching the pulls and we 
can just pull up the kids to fireworks,” she said. 
“We’re big fans of the tractor pulls.”

Her kids each had their own favorite part of 
the night. Young daughter Stella smiled as she 
explained “fireworks” are her favorite part of the 
event. “I like watching them, and they’re color-
ful,” she said. Her brother Jaxon also didn’t hesi-
tate with his favorite part: “the tractors.”

As the sun slowly dipped below the horizon, 
the summer weather could not have been bet-
ter. The sky turned beautiful shades of orange as 
families tossed footballs in the parking lot and 
friends played cornhole with one another.

Nearby, volunteers from Wishes on Wheels 

spent the evening raising money for Make-
A-Wish Connecticut while giving children a 
chance to enjoy a miniature Jeep course. Tower-
ing over the display sat the organization’s eye-
catching monster truck, which certainly drew 
curious visitors throughout the evening.

Volunteer Rob Apinis explained how the or-
ganization helps children throughout the state. 
“Wishes on Wheels is a group of volunteers that 
has been together for 27 years. We raise money 
for Make-A-Wish Connecticut. We do all sorts 
of different events.”

Make-A-Wish CT is the local chapter of the 
national Make-A-Wish Foundation, which is 
a nonprofit organization that grants wishes to 
children with critical illnesses. They strive to 
help create life-changing experiences for the 
children and their families, such as meeting a 
favorite athlete or musician, taking a dream va-
cation, and more.

Wishes on Wheels’ biggest fundraiser to help 
support the national chapter comes later in the 
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Join us on
July 9, 10 & 11

Bevin Park
Center School Grounds

7 Summit St., East Hampton

Ground Rules: The Old Home Days Committee requires that ALL pets, except service animals, and ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES be left at home.
Children should be supervised at all times. Thanks in advance for your gracious cooperation to help us make this an amazing and safe weekend for everyone. 

Thursday, 7/9
6:30pm DJ Eye Z

Friday, 7/10
6:00pm  The Locomotives Band
8:30pm  Frankie Justin

Saturday, 7/11
1:30pm  Two Strings Down 
4:30pm  Mischief Band 
8:30pm  Big Deal Rock

Thursday, 7/9 (6p-10p)
wristbands are $25

Friday, 7/10 (6p-11p)
wristbands are $30

Saturday, 7/11 (after the parade till 11p)
 wristbands are $30

ENTERTAINMENT 

The OHD Parade takes center stage on July 11th. The parade starts at the high school at 11am and heads down Route 66 
to Summit Street, then down to the Village Center. The road will close at 10:50am so be sure to get there early for great 

seats anywhere along the route. OHD announcers will be at the Gazebo downtown introducing the marching bands, floats, 
entertainers, fire trucks and more.

RAILS TO TRAILS 5K RUN 

Family 
Night!

Friday evening at 7pm, enjoy the 5th annual “Rails to Trails” 5k run starting at Connecticut Draft 
Horse Rescue Farm on Chestnut Hill. The route runs down the shaded Airline Trail to Center School 

and registration can be found at www.EHOHD.org. If you haven’t yet registered, sign up and pay your 
race fee on the Center School Grounds on Thursday, July 9th from 6-10pm or Friday, July 10th from 

5-6:00pm. Shuttle buses are available starting at 6pm with the last shuttle leaving at 6:30pm.

PARADE SATURDAY 11:00am 

M IDWAY  & CA R N IVAL 

BIKE RAFFLE

OHD has partnered with Marenna Amusements. Enjoy whirling, twirling, spinning and fun rides.
Tickets will be available at carnival ticket booth. Looking for the most bang for your buck? Consider purchasing

an all-you-can-ride wristband at the times below – from thrill-seekers to junior riders, we have you covered!

Every night Old Home Days will be giving away 15 bikes with 
helmets! 1 ticket per child per night under the age of 12. Pick up 
a free ticket at the front entrance beginning at 6pm. Drawing will 

be between 7 and 8pm nightly. Child must be present to WIN!!

 LET’S NOT FORGET THE CARNIVAL FOOD! 
Enjoy a variety of OHD favorites from our local civic organizations and food vendors!
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 FREE SHUTTLE BUSES 
All weekend long from the high school, 

provided by our friends at M&J BUS.

The 46th annual raffle features BIG prizes
from local businesses; $10 per ticket with only 

1,500 tickets being sold – take a chance!
Drawing on Saturday, July 11th at 8:10PM

Summer’s Most 
Spectacular Raffle!

Old Home Days, also dubbed the “Glorious Celebration”, is 
celebrating its 46th year. The concept of Old Home Days
in East Hampton dates back to the Village Improvement 

Society, begun in 1912 when local church societies organized 
to work together for the betterment of the community. It is 

now annually organized by the all-volunteer Old Home Days 
committee and supported by donations from the community 

and its businesses. This year Old Home Days is celebrating 
America’s 250th year. With the theme “ Bells, Boats and the Birth 

of our Nation”.

Follow us on Facebook: East Hampton Old Home DaysFor more details, visit: www.EHOHD.org

East Hampton Old Home Days
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LICENSED IN CT & FLMARGARET WILCOX TEAM

CELEBRATINGCELEBRATING

129 SANER ROAD

$579,900 MARLBOROUGH

JUST LISTED!

3 ISLAND 

$149,000 EAST HAMPTON

JUST LISTED!

YOUR VERY OWN ISLAND!

 $828,000 GLASTONBURY

JUST LISTED!
25 COUNTRY LANE

114 LAKE DRIVE

$575,000 EAST HAMPTON

UNDER

CONTRACT!

68 FAIRLAWN ROAD

$389,900 GLASTONBURY

152 CHASE HOLLOW LANE

$829,000 GLASTONBURY

JUST LISTED!

213 LINCOLN DRIVE

$799,900 GLASTONBURY

53 MEEKS POINT RD

$825,000 EAST HAMPTON

JUST LISTED!

YEARS OF AMERICAYEARS OF AMERICA

218 NEW LONDON TPKE,
GLASTONBURY, CT

A lot has changed
in 250 years.

860.916.3517860.916.3517

78 SOUTH BUCKBOARD LN

$777,000 MARLBOROUGH

SOLD!
$957,500 EAST HAMPTON

43 EAST HIGH STREET

SOLD!

$995,000 EAST HAMPTON

74 SPELLMAN POINT

UNDER

CONTRACT!

JUST LISTED!

JUST LISTED!

Finding the right
home hasn't.
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Kids covered their ears as home-renovated tractor engines exploded with power 
during the Hebron Lions Club’s annual fireworks celebration last Saturday. An Ameri-
can flag waved proudly in the wind as competitors vied for the top spot at the event.

year. 
“Our big event is our convoy that we run, and 

that’s on Sept. 27, where we have 500 big trucks 
come in and families come in and trucks pay to 
join the convoy,” said Apinis.

Apinis said he first became involved after wit-
nessing the massive truck convoy from a high-
way overpass. 

“I got involved with Wishes on Wheels 14 
years ago when I was watching from a highway 
bridge, and I saw this huge convoy of trucks go-
ing underneath it,” he said. “I wanted to know 
what it was about, thought it was great and been 
involved ever since.”

He shared that learning that the group sup-
ports Make-A-Wish CT made all the difference. 
And before returning to greet more visitors, he 
thanked everyone who helped support their ef-
forts. “We’re a 100% volunteer organization, and 
we wouldn’t do it without the generous dona-
tion from the general public.”

Before the explosive fireworks show began, 
longtime visitor Jim Maynard shared that the 
fairgrounds have become familiar territory after 
living nearby for over 30 years. 

“We’ve come to the fairs, watched the demo-
lition derbies. This is almost like old stomping 
grounds here,” he said.

More importantly, Maynard also shared that 
he believes community events like this bring 
people together in ways that are increasingly 
rare.

“I think it’s important that [people] get to-
gether anytime. It gets everyone to know each 
other a little better, and people are not as unso-
ciable as they are when they’re driving down the 
road, cutting you off,” he laughed.

Soon, darkness settled over the fairgrounds, 
conversations grew quieter and children 
climbed onto their parents’ shoulders. Hun-
dreds of eyes turned toward the open sky. Then 
came the first boom.

A brilliant burst of colors exploded overhead, 
red and gold that drifted like growing rain. Sec-
onds later, bright blue sparks settled into silver 
stars filled the sky before fading away into the 
nothingness. Each explosion echoed across the 
grounds as cheers and applause erupted from 
the crowd.

Maynard added that evenings like this re-
mind everyone of what truly matters. 

“It’s a good thing to bring people back togeth-
er to realize that we are around here doing the 
same thing,” he said. “We’re all just trying to get 
through every day.”

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover

$Hebron Fireworks, cont. from page 1

More Regional News, page 19

Rivereast Standout
Athletes of the Week

Travis Raines, who just finished his sopho-
more year at East Hampton High School, was 
named All-Shoreline Conference following 
his second season on the diamonds with the 
Bellringers. 

By Josh Howard
Travis Raines – East Hampton High School 

(Baseball): Raines was named All-Shoreline 
Conference second-team following a sopho-
more season where he excelled from both 
the plate and mound this past spring. Raines 
pitched the most innings of the team, leading 
the Bellringers in strikeouts, and had the sec-
ond-most RBIs and third-most runs scored to 
help power East Hampton’s line-up. 

Skyla Rascati & Kiley Scott – Portland 
High School (Tennis): Rascati and Scott were 
named All-Shoreline Conference (SLC) honor-
able mention after serving as the Highlanders 
top doubles team this past spring. The pair of 
seniors capped their time at PHS by defeating 
Haddam-Killingworth’s Brianna Schaefer and 
Lyla Ford (6-1, 6-3) in the team’s home finale. 
Rascati will now attend Providence College and 
major in marketing. Scott will major in nursing 
at Eastern Connecticut State University. 

Elle Boutilier – RHAM High School (La-
crosse): Boutilier was named All-Central Con-
necticut Conference (CCC) after leading the 
Raptors in assists this season. Boutilier, who 
just completed her sophomore year, netted 39 
goals and dished out 11 assists to finish second 
overall on the team in points with 50. Boutilier 
was one of three Raptors to earn the honors as 
teammates Reagan Tyler and Elizabeth Sementa 
also earned all-conference. 

Riley Stolzman – Bacon Academy (Soft-
ball): Stolzman was named Class M All-State 
after powering the way as the Bobcats won a 
second straight Eastern Connecticut Confer-
ence (ECC) championship and made a state 
tournament run. Stolzman, a junior, was also 
named the ECC Division II Tournament Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) and won 17 starts this 
spring, striking out 215, and leading the team 
in RBIs and finishing with the second-most hits 

and third-most runs on the team as the Bobcats 
reached the Class M state semifinals.  
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News copy deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday at noon. Please 
address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O. Box 373, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
This week, I would like to address a more serious topic than usual: xenotransplantation.
Xenotransplantation, for those of you who don’t have Nobel Prizes in science or medicine 

(yeah, I had to look it up, too), is a fancy word that refers to “modifying pig organs for human 
use.” As I understand it, this is done by mixing human cells with pig cells. Not being a scien-
tist, I’m not sure how this is accomplished. Maybe they use a blender.

Whatever the method, it is widely believed that a breakthrough in this field could solve  the 
ongoing organ transplant shortage in  this country. (I mean, there’s only  so many motorcy-
clists, you know?) But others fear this well-intentioned experimentation could result in the 
creation of what some are referring to as a “Pigman.”

That’s right. Pig as in pig and Man as in yours truly.
I have to be honest here (for once): I don’t share the worries about creating a race of Pig-

men. In fact, the concept of  adapting pig organs for human use strikes me as being a lot like 
mixing vanilla ice cream with…well…vanilla ice cream. Or like spending $100 million on a 
government study to determine why the majority of patrons at strip clubs are men.

You may see where I’m going with this. If not, bear with me.
Scientists claim that the creation of Pigmen may eventually allow us to grow more compat-

ible  organs to use in transplants. But why pigs? Why not mix our cells with kangaroos? Or koala 
bears. Everybody loves koala bears. Who would object to sharing their cells with a koala bear? 

My guess is that this is all about genetic compatibility.
The fact is (as most any woman will be happy to tell you), most men are already pigs, or so 

close to being pigs that it’s really not worth making a fuss about.  It’s true of course. We spend 
our younger years obsessing about sex and our final impotent years saying stupid stuff like, 
“When I stop looking, I’ll be dead.” 

(Regarding the latter remark, I should point out that real pigs have the high ground here as 
a dead pig provides delectable bacon while a dead lecher is just another dead lecher, though 
I suppose there are certain social benefits. Certainly, it makes our city parks somewhat more 
attractive.)

Male piggishness knows no bounds. We fail to pick up our dirty socks; we eat potato chips 
in forbidden areas of the house; we’d rather watch NFL cheerleaders gyrate than go to the bal-
let; we thoughtlessly scratch ourselves in inappropriate places at inappropriate times; our idea 
of fine art is “Dogs Playing Poker” (on velvet); we pretend we’re not home when our mother-
in-law calls on the phone for a ride to the emergency room; we insist that beer is a food group; 
and so on and so on.

As for swine, here’s  a little information on the four-legged variety that may sound familiar 
to women who have been married for a number of years (or, if you’re really unlucky, only a 
few months, or maybe a couple of weeks).

- Pigs communicate with a variety of grunts and squeaks.
- Pigs are very intelligent animals. According to the Humane Society, pigs are smarter than 

3-year-old children (but just barely). 
- Domesticated pigs can be trained to do tricks and even use a litter box.
- Pigs, boars and hogs are omnivores and will eat just about anything.
Need I say more?
Okay, they’re also kind of cute, don’t you think? Some might even say adorable.
I should probably add that despite the excitement surrounding the possible creation of 

a Pigman (including, I imagine, the possibility of a new TV series entitled “Fun With the 
Pigman” on the History Channel to complement shows like “Swamp People,” and “Ancient 
Aliens,” and “Hitler Goes to Rio,” and similar historical material of great educational value), 
concerns have been raised about the ethical implications of Pigman experiments. As one 
article has noted, “There is a worry that humanized animals, or animals with human brains, 
could pose a threat to humanity.”

Considering the state of the world these days, you don’t  have to be a pig to find that funny.    
Jim Hallas

Happy Independence Day!
Of course, this isn’t any old Independence 

Day. This is a big one – number 250. I wasn’t 
around for the Bicentennial in 1976, but I’ve 
heard all my life how big the festivities were 
then, and if the plans we’ve seen for the 250th 
(or Semiquincentennial, if you’re so inclined) 
are any indication, them I’m guessing it was 
huge indeed. 

For weeks, there have been notices on these 
very pages about various 250th celebrations 
happening in the area. The lion’s share will of 
course be happening over the course of the 
next week or two, not just in Rivereast-land 
but across the state.

Many of these events, I’m predicting, will 
feature the playing of a patriotic tune or two. 
The annals of American music are full of 
wonderful songs saluting, and celebrating, 
the good ol’ U.S. of A. So I thought that, this 
week, I’d write about one of my favorites. It’s 
a song I first heard probably no more than 
10 years ago, but it actually dates back to the 
1940s. 

“The House I Live In” was originally writ-
ten in 1942 for the Broadway revue Let Free-
dom Sing. It was made famous, though, a few 
years later, when Frank Sinatra sang it in the 
1945 short film also called The House I Live In. 
Sinatra’s version became a hit, and he would 
go on to perform it live many, many times 
over the years – including at the presidential 
inaugurations of John Kennedy in 1961 and 
Ronald Reagan in 1986. 

It’s easy to see why the song was so loved 
– particularly be presidents. It speaks to so 
much of what makes American great. While 
perhaps not as well-known these days as “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” or “America the Beau-

tiful” – like I said, I didn’t even discover it un-
til I was in my 30s – it definitely deserves to be 
remembered. So, I thought I’d share it. Enjoy:

What is America to me?
A name, a map, or a flag I see?
A certain word, “democracy”?
What is America to me?
The house I live in, a plot of earth, a street
The grocer and the butcher, and the people 

that I meet
The children in the playground, the faces 

that I see
All races and religions, that’s America to 

me
The place I work in, the worker by my side
The little town or city where my people 

lived and died
The “howdy” and the handshake, the air of 

feeling free
And the right to speak my mind out, that’s 

America to me
The things I see about me, the big things 

and the small
The little corner newsstand and the house 

a mile tall
The wedding in the churchyard, the laugh-

ter and the tears
The dream that’s been a-growin’ for a hun-

dred and fifty years
The town I live in, the street, the house, the 

room
The pavement of the city, or a garden all in 

bloom
The church, the school, the clubhouse, the 

millions lights I see
But especially the people
That’s America to me
See you next week – and Happy 250, Amer-

ica.  

Gold Brings Home the Gold… The RHAM Youth Lacrosse U12 Girls Gold team 
winning the Connecticut Valley Youth Lacrosse Championship on June 6. The girls 
not only won the championship game, but all of their regular season games as well. 
Pictured are players Mila Rayhall, Haddie Esposito, Grace Barstis, Avery Bell, Lil-
lian Parenteau, Eloise DeMaria, Leria Guidicelli, Liv Delaware, June Ball, Maggie 
Gower, Lainey Mullen, Dakodah Wilson, Shelby St. Mary, Lena Sena, Morgan Ba-
taille and Sloane Smith. Not in photograph: Alice Schleicher and Celina DeMaria. 
Also pictured are coaches Katie Gower, Christine Parenteau and Nicole Ball.

Budget Debate
To the Editor:

Each week, I read about the budget debate. 
Those who ask us to vote ‘no’ state that the town 
needs to cut spending. Now that a new, smaller 
budget has been proposed, we are still being 
asked to vote no. In some letters last week, writ-
ers stated that the new budget cuts still were too 
small. Another writer indicated concerns that 
the wrong line items were on the chopping block. 

As someone who knows little about how a 
town/school budget should be funded myself, I 
am left curious about what these writers want 
these cuts to be. What services, programs, proj-
ects, and staff do you believe should be reduced? 
I look forward to reading your ideas next week 
ahead of the referendum.

Ashley Hicks – East Hampton

Thank You, Thank You
To the Editor:

I wish to thank all the residents of Andover 
who worked to make the 250th Event at the An-
dover Sportsmen’s Club a success.

There was a cannon firing, Governor’s Foot 
Guard, helicopter rides, classic cars, fire trucks, 
music played all day, popcorn, cotton candy, 
water, two food trucks (hot dogs/hamburgers & 
Kona Ice). There was a bench that was raffled off 
with money going to the Andover Food Pantry, 
and a bench that was presented to the Andover 
Sportsmen’s Club to thank them for letting us 
use their property and for getting a lot of the 
event together. The Andover Recreation Com-
mittee supplied the Bounce House, bag toss, 
and other games. They also provide the cotton 
candy and popcorn machines.

The Republicans and Democrats worked to-
gether to make and serve popcorn. The scouts 
in town made and handed out the cotton candy. 
Wreaths Across America had information for 
people to take. Andover Fire Department had 
sand art, jewelry, balloon animals for all.

Between the raffle for a bench, water and just 
donations a total of $584.31 was donated to the 
Andover Food Pantry.

Again I thank all who worked to make this 
event a success and especially the Andover 
Sportsmen’s Club. Thank you

Carol Barton – Andover
Note: Barton is chair of the Andover Republi-

can Town Committee.

Thanks from the PTO
To the Editor:

The Marlborough Elementary School PTO 
would like to thank our Platinum Sponsors for 
the 2026 Fun Run: Three Fellas Pizza and Paul’s 
Auto Repair. The PTO Fun Run was held in 
April and raised $38,805.27. This money is used 
throughout the school year for educational en-
hancements, school supplies, field trips, com-
munity events and more. 

Thank you, Three Fellas Pizza and Paul’s Auto 
Repair, for supporting such a big fundraiser!

Best,
The MES PTO

See Letters, page 6
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

CIT6-25-26

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza
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out to new kinds of books. She taught us to care 
for a book, to never abuse one. And she taught 
one little boy a lifelong love for reading. Mrs. 
Hatch may have been 50, but to a third-grad-
er that was as old as the hills, with wisdom to 
match.

We’ve decided our schoolchildren don’t need 
a Mrs. Hatch.

We’re terribly wrong. In today’s faster, more 
distracted world, there’s nothing a child needs 
more than someone to hand them the right 
book at the right moment.

I keep coming back to those seventy dollars. 
Who among us would trade a child’s library for 
seventy dollars? And the fight isn’t over: the 
same needs return next year. Only now one year 
of a child’s reading life has vanished.

When you spend your seventy dollars, spare a 
thought for what it cost.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of Andover DTC and 
member of RHAM BOE, but said he is writing as 
an individual.

Thanks for Article
To the Editor:

The Colchester Area Chapter #4019 of AARP 
would like to thank you for the article about our 
chapter’s 40th Anniversary this year. Your re-
porter captured the spirit of our group very well 
and we hope the article will encourage other se-
niors in our geographic area to join us.

 I do want to point out that the correct spell-
ing for the last name of our longtime member 
Goldie, is Liverant, NOT Limerant. Typos do 
happen now and then, but I do want Goldie’s 
name to be known correctly seeing as she will 
be celebrated for a milestone 100th birthday 
very soon.

 Thank you for making the public aware of 
organizations and their milestones in your pub-
lications!

Sincerely,
Irene Watson

Colchester AARP President

Fun with Numbers 
To the Editor:

As we struggle with our current budget pro-
cess, I cannot help but wonder if people really 
understand what the numbers that are thrown 
around truly signify. As an example, here in 
Colchester, our superintendent of schools quit 
his job. I don’t know about you but every time 
I quit my job I didn’t get paid anymore. Here it 
is different. He will get paid I believe until Oc-
tober 2027. The cost is one half million dollars. 
Of course a replacement will have to be hired 
to do his job at the cost of at least another half 
million dollars. 

To put that in perspective, if the average home 
in Colchester pays five thousand dollars in tax-
es, this will equal the taxes paid by two hundred 
households. Think about that for a minute. Do 
our elected officials really comprehend what the 
numbers truly mean? 

Joseph Hnat – Colchester

Grateful for Colchester
To the Editor:

I recently had major surgery that required 
emotional support both prior- and post-sur-
gery. During this event that I became even more 
grateful for our decision to move to Colchester 
12 years ago.

First, I want to give a public shout out to my 
husband, Donn, who was there to execute my 
every wish while allowing me to remain as self-
empowered as possible. For all those of a certain 
age who remember Bewitched, my husband al-
lowed me to feel like Samantha who only had 
to wiggle her nose for things to come true. 
“Would you like me to go do that?” became his 
auto-response, whether it was running errands, 
communicating with family and friends on my 
behalf, or keeping our house and garden in or-
der during a chaotic time. He was my arms and 
legs at the hospital when they were both oth-
erwise occupied with IV tubes or auto-massage 
machines and was my biggest cheerleader when 
I’d suggest a scenic stroll around the hospital 
floor. He won acclaim for managing my com-
munication text groups, providing daily statuses 
to friends and family. It’s not easy being the per-
sonal assistant to a Type A personality. After 46 
years of marriage, he has it down pat.

I also want to thank my neighbors at North 
Woods of Colchester who rose to the occasion 
in ways I couldn’t imagine. Your prayers and 
words of encouragement heading into my sur-
gery allowed me to feel as confident as possible 
as I faced my procedure. You’ve allowed me to 
be vulnerable and strong, sometimes within 
the same conversation. Your focus on a positive 
outcome allowed me to believe that it would 
come to light. Your messages of healing strength 
were a beacon during a very challenging storm. 
When we moved to Colchester, I wasn’t quite 
sure I was ready for an over-55 community. The 

support I have received since moving here tells 
me it was the best move we could have made.

Finally, thank you to my angels on Earth 
who have been my rocks. I am blessed to have 
friends that anticipate what I need even before 
I do. When I chose purple as my power color, 
you incorporated it via snuggle socks, balloon 
messages, blankets, flowers, bracelets, fingernail 
polish, ring camera dances, books, cards and 
texts, and pictures of you proudly rocking your 
purple clothing. I am grateful to have been on 
the receiving end of your loving support.

At a time when we are hearing and seeing 
daily examples of inhumanity worldwide in the 
news, I am here to state that in the little town 
of Colchester, truly good people walk among us 
daily.

Cindie Friedman – Colchester

What Seventy Dollars Cost
To the Editor:

Andover ‘no’ voters, I understand the im-
pulse. Budgets keep climbing, paychecks and 
pensions don’t; a referendum is one remaining 
place we can plant a foot and say “enough.” But 
let’s discuss what the vote bought, and what it 
cost.

Between the first budget and the last, the 
school budget dropped $224,261. Discount 
$5,000 for two extra referendums, spread it 
across 3,150 residents: we save $69.61 each. Call 
it seventy bucks. Real money, yes, but the bill 
landed directly on the children.

To close the gap, the Board was forced to cut:
* Two paraprofessionals, the extra hands for 

kids who need a boost. Gone.
* The Spanish program. Not Cervantes yet, 

but the second-most spoken language in the 
country, during the years a young ear picks it up 
easily. Adiós, Spanish.

* Stipends for teachers who stay past the bell: 
curriculum work, robotics coach, yearbook, 
Jazz Club. All gone.

* And the library. They eliminated the librar-
ian, with nothing left even for new books. The 
room is still there, and the shelves. The person 
who turns it into something a child loves is not.

Let me say that again, because I can’t get past 
it: We cut the school library.

Let me tell you about Mrs. Hatch. At my 
childhood’s Great Plains Elementary, the best 
part was this mystical, magical room called The 
Library. Mrs. Hatch ruled the roost. She read 
us stories when we were small; as we grew, she 
taught us to read those stories to the littler ones. 
She showed us how to research, how to branch 

later through alternate sources, taxpayers are left 
wondering whether their vote matters at all. 

On July 14, taxpayers will once again have an 
opportunity to make their voices heard. I en-
courage residents who share these concerns to 
join me in voting ‘no’ on both budget questions. 

Ted Hintz, Member
East Hampton Town Council

A Vote Today, 
A Workaround Tomorrow

To the Editor:
The Board of Finance recently removed more 

than $450,000 in projects from the proposed 
2026-27 budget and announced plans to fund 
those same projects using an anticipated sur-
plus from the current fiscal year. Those proj-
ects include school security improvements, 
middle school flooring, heating system repairs, 
fire department parking lot work, and Hales 
Brook Crossing improvements. The issue is not 
whether these projects are worthwhile. The is-
sue is whether taxpayers should have a mean-
ingful voice in deciding how their money is 
spent. By removing these projects from the 
budget and proposing to fund them later with 
surplus funds, the Board of Finance effectively 
takes them off the ballot and out of the hands of 
voters. Even more concerning, the fiscal year is 
not yet over. The surplus being discussed is only 
projected, yet officials are already deciding how 
it will be spent. 

This raises an important question: Shouldn’t 
the same rules apply to all surplus-funded proj-
ects? At the last referendum, taxpayers were 
asked to vote on the middle school parking lot 
project because it was proposed to be funded 
from the town’s accumulated surplus. Voters re-
jected it. Now the Board of Finance proposes to 
spend more than $450,000 from an anticipated 
surplus without giving taxpayers the same op-
portunity to vote. If a parking lot funded with 
surplus dollars required voter approval, why 
don’t these projects? 

Taxpayers deserve a consistent process. The 
funding source should not determine wheth-
er voters get a say. Otherwise, projects can 
be moved on and off the ballot depending on 
which outcome elected officials prefer. If the 
Town truly expects to have surplus funds avail-
able, why wasn’t there a discussion about di-
recting some of that money toward one of East 
Hampton’s most frequently cited concerns – our 
deteriorating roads? A referendum is not a sug-
gestion. It is the direct expression of the public’s 
will. When elected officials can remove proj-
ects from voter consideration and fund them 

A Minor Error
To the Editor:

Being an old scold, I must point out an er-
ror in the Portland Committee on Solidarity’s 
recent announcement of its Juneteenth celebra-
tion.

In their announcement, the committee said 
that the Emancipation Proclamation, signed 
by President Abraham Lincoln on Jan. 1, 1863, 
declared that “all persons held as slaves....hence-
forth shall be free.” 

That’s not true. The Emancipation Proclama-
tion covered slaves living in the Confederate 
States. It did not cover slaves living in the Union. 
Lincoln was concerned that a sweeping Eman-
cipation order would drive slave states such as 
Maryland and Kentucky out of the Union and 
into the Confederate States.

At the conclusion of the Civil War in early 
1865, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri and Dela-
ware still recognized slavery. The 13th Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution was rati-
fied by the states on December 6, 1865, ending 
slavery throughout the country, both North and 
South. Congress required that all Confederate 
states seeking readmission to the Union had to, 
among other things, fully recognize the 13th 
Amendment.

Lincoln pushed hard to secure Congressio-
nal approval of the 13th Amendment so that it 
could be sent to the states for ratification. He 
succeeded in gaining Congressional approval. 
He was assassinated before the 13th Amend-
ment was ratified by the states.

Mark Shea – Moodus
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71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com

R
E6

-2
6-

26

$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 7/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 7/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE6-26-26

Family owned & operated

Softshell Crab With
Bell Pepper Rings

and Coleslaw
$27

Call or stop in for a menu today!

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering
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Patio Seating!

Live Music &
Drink Specials

Every Thursday
5 - 8 p.m.

7/2 - Matt Sperzel
7/9 - Ben Arnold

7/16 - Matt Sperzel
7/23 Dave Sadloski
7/30 Matt Sperzel

Located at 582 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
 860-537-4798 • goodearthgiftandgarden@gmail.com

Wine & Watercolors!
Summertime!

Join Salem ArtSpace at
Good Earth Gift & Garden 

and learn the basics of this fun & spontaneous medium.

Sat. July 25, 6-9pm
$40 includes instructions & materials & 
charcuterie snacks. Beginners Welcome!

Templates available, no talent required.

RE7-3-26

Voting No Again
To the Editor:

There is a great song in country music by Lor-
rie Morgan. The title is “What Part of No Don’t 
You Understand?” The voters of East Hampton 
(should I say those who took the time to show 
up and vote) turned back both the town budget 
and the Board of Education budgets. The Board 
of Education did at best minor reductions to 
their budget. What part of ‘no’ doesn’t the Board 
of Education understand?

I will be voting ‘no’ again to the BoE budget; I 
haven’t yet decided on the town budget.

Get out and vote. July 14 at the Town Hall, 
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. It’s easy and only takes a few 
minutes. This is the most important vote as it di-
rectly affects your “pocketbook” and your qual-
ity of life in our lovely town.

Lori Wilcox – East Hampton
Respect the Voters

To the Editor:
Board of Finance Vice Chair Dan Finn has 

stated that the “wrong people” determined the 
outcome of the budget referendum because they 
voted ‘no,’ while suggesting those who stayed 
home would have voted ‘yes.’

Dismissing voters because you dislike the 
outcome is disrespectful to every taxpayer who 
took the time to participate in our democratic 
process. In America, elections and referendums 
are decided by those who vote, not by specula-
tion about those who chose not to.

On July 14, let’s send that message again. Vote 
‘no’ and remind our elected officials that every 
vote cast counts – and that the people who vote 
are the people who decide.

Alison Walck – East Hampton
Note: Walck is a member of the East Hampton 

Board of Finance.

Reflections on the 250th
To the Editor:

On the eve of our 250th birthday, it’s impor-
tant to reflect upon the uniqueness and excep-
tionalism that has made America the longest 
continuously-operating system of government 
in the world. Our system has led to a society 
promoting the greatest individual freedom, 
prosperity, and economic mobility of any coun-
try in history. It’s not an accident that so many 
blessings have been bestowed upon us.

 Americans were the upstart descendants of 
western Civilization’s evolution and were re-
garded by England as her colonial subjects. 
Following a decade of abusive and punitive 
subjugation, America fired the ideological and 
philosophical shots heard around the world. We 
would no longer be subjects of the Crown, and 
most importantly, we declared that our rights 
were natural rights deriving from God, not 
from any monarch.

Throughout the entirety of human history, 
the individual had always been subordinate to 
the collective and existed to serve its interests. 
Whether it was a tribal chieftain, warlord, king, 
or bishop, some authority always dictated the 
manner and purpose of an individual’s life. For 
the first time, Americans turned that relation-
ship on its head and declared that the collective 
now existed to serve, support, and protect the 
interests of its individuals! Individuals were sov-
ereign and owned themselves. 

The entrepreneurial spirit of American citi-
zens was unleashed. A meritocracy was organi-
cally generated and baked into our DNA. Un-
believable feats and accomplishments became 
commonplace and expected. People, when left 
to freely pursue their own-chosen dreams, cre-
ate tremendous value for others as well as them-
selves in the process. The symbiotic relationship 
between the individual and the collective in our 
American System has served us very well.

But as Ronald Reagan has said, “freedom is 
never more than one generation away from ex-
tinction.” Sustaining individual liberty which is 
secured by limited government requires all of us 
as individuals to be self-governing by our own 
accords. We all need to adhere to a value system 
that leads us to always do the right thing even 
when no one is watching. It is a manner of an 
honor code, and it allows us to enjoy our respec-
tive individual freedoms without having undue 
oversight of our private activities and personal 
affairs.

On this Fourth of July, let us share with one 
another the joy we feel as Americans and the 
gratitude we hold for the beautiful nation who 
secures our freedom for us.

Sam Prentice – Andover

Support Belltown Budgets
To the Residents of East Hampton:

I recommend support of the revised East 
Hampton budgets. The new proposal results in 
a mill rate of 28.22 which is a reduction of about 
29%. The overall budget goes up by 1.7%, which 
is much lower than the rate of inflation. I un-
derstand that the finances of each of us is under 
pressure and it is hard to afford any increase.

This is a budget which is fair to taxpayers and 
provides the services people want. It supports 
public safety by including the vacant police po-
sitions that some wanted to remove but that the 
chief discussed at the Board of Finance. It uses 
the available funds to reduce the mill rate and 
lowers what we have to pay.

In the Rivereast two weeks ago there were in-
terviews with our high school valedictorian and 
salutatorian in which they discuss their edu-
cation in East Hampton and the value of their 
education in East Hampton. We should support 
the education of our young people; it’s in the in-
terest of all.

Jack Solomon – East Hampton
Note: Solomon is a member of the East Hamp-

ton Town Council.

Budget and Fireworks
To the Editor:

Two unrelated subjects. One, letters in the 
recent Rivereasts show that the current East 
Hampton majority of (read Democrats) officials 
are clearly supporting increased taxes, with no 
plans or desire to make any serious attempt to 
listen to the majority of the voters. BOE’s de-
mand for a $39 million budget graciously cut 
their request by $250,000. How thoughtful.

 Many current BOE members and supporters 
are of the same education-focused background 
so that is a sure way to not change anything, 
hence the ongoing budget issues. The BOE goes 
straight to cutting teachers, classes, programs, 
and somehow fails to look at the administra-
tion’s bloated budget, or consider other oppor-
tunities that are outside of the academic knowl-
edge base. If the BOE truly was interested in 
keeping taxes low, they would welcome input 
from all the townspeople.

 We need people who will think outside the 
box, such as the suggestion to leverage volun-
teer tutoring resources from the community, 
or charging a flat fee per student, thus reducing 
the burden 67% of taxpayers. Other towns have 
fund raising events to support budgets, certain 
school functions are non-educational and can 
be run at a lower cost by a third-party. Reducing 
administration expenses should be a priority. 
Apparently, the BOF and TC have agreed that 
no further effort to cut spending is necessary. 

Supporters of fiscal responsibility (read Re-
publicans) are being shouted down. If the good 
people of EH are truly frustrated with this ap-
proach, be sure to vote NO at the next referen-
dum. Maybe the message will be heard that the 
town officials must get serious about cutting 
spending.

 Item number two: There has been a recent 
call to postpone the use of fireworks on the lake 

Present. Future. Past
To the Editor:

“HEBRON, CT-Weeks after Connecticut’s 
dairy farmers pleaded with state officials for help 
making ends meet in a milk-negative state, aid 
appears to be on the way. Gov. Ned Lamont, at 
an event in Hebron, announced that he is plan-
ning to release $22.5 million from Connecticut’s 
recently created Federal Cuts Response Funds 
to provide immediate relief to the state’s dairy 
farmers.” -ctnewsjunkie.com, 6/13/26. 

At a time when sustainable living and local 
food are gaining popularity, we hear farmers are 
struggling and sadly watch productive farmland 
fall to development. This is troubling but, He-
bron can help. 

Right here, in Hebron Center, an important 
patch of farmland has been under the constant 
threat of development for decades and it’s time 
to put an end to that. It’s time the old Horton 
land (17 Kinney Rd.) be moved into the capable 
hands of Hebron’s Open Space Commission. 
These remaining 53 acres of historic farmland, 
supply water to corresponding neighborhoods, 
showcase terrific trees, offer connections to Na-
tive Americans, generate additional crops for 
local farms and a direct link to numerous older 
families in Hebron. To know your past is to 
know your future. Farming and land preserva-
tion, in Hebron, is our past, it’s our present, and, 
according to climatologists, it should be our fu-
ture as well. A future of waste not, want not. 

In just two decades, Connecticut has seen a 
63% decline in dairy farms leaving fewer than 
80 remaining in the state. New rhetoric dictates 
that open land costs your town money. How-
ever, when you read about the income farms, 
and open land, contribute to our economy, you 

might think again. One cow generates an esti-
mated $3,631 in taxes annually, Dairy opera-
tions generate 816 jobs and $17.4 million in tax-
es per year. Losing farms leaves gaping holes in 
sister industries like veterinary care and equip-
ment dealers. Farmland supplies food, scenic 
vistas and an important connection to our past. 

Residents favoring fresh food, farmers’ mar-
kets, local hay, outdoor activities and Hebron’s 
history should consider saving 17 Kinney, with 
its high water table, trees, laneways and fertile 
soils. If we truly want to support farming, wa-
ter and sustainable living, now is the time and 
the Raymond Brook watershed is the place. This 
place gives us a chance to protect the present, 
safeguard the future and honor the past. Let’s do 
something revolutionary. Let’s #save17. 

Jean Tulimieri – Amston

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE7-3-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Fri., July 3rd America’s 250th Anniversary!
Music w/ “Dave Sadloski” Complimentary

Hors d’oeuvres at 6pm
Fri., July 10th “Lite Wired Acoustic”
Fri., July 17th “Magical History Tour”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 8/15/26 07
02

26
 

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters 
Available

Lawn Expansions 
& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

LIKE US ON

SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS

Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover Story • Cover
$Celebrate America, cont. from page 1

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible 
School will be Aug. 10-14, from 9 a.m.-noon 
daily. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details 
may be found on the church website. Cindy 
Bryan, Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead 
the programs for grades K-10, to include a high 
school youth group. Registration for the new 
academic year will be during the summer. Stay 
tuned on the church website with further infor-
mation.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 

and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. 

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is starting up and 
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields 
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. In July, the church collects for 
its backpack and school supplies drive. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the 
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the 
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery, 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. The Christian Education team has pro-
vided quiet activity bags, found in the narthex, 
for the youngest children to borrow and enjoy 
at summer services and bulletins with word 
games, mazes, and picture finds for Sunday 
school-age children.

July 5 is a Communion Sunday. Holy Com-
munion is open to all, regardless of church af-
filiation, including children with parental guid-
ance. The service will be led by Seaver, leaning 
into the nation’s 250th anniversary with her ser-
mon titled “A Freedom That Cannot Be Taken 
Away.” After worship all are invited to Coffee 
Hour in the Thienes Lounge for snacks and re-
freshments.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 

meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop  is closed in 
July and August and will reopen in September. 
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second 
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets: 
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field 
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket 
to the game, cookout at the stadium, games and 
prizes on the bus. Fee is $185 (400-level seat-
ing), or $255 (lower-level seating). Bus picks up/
drops off at Putnam park and ride in Glaston-
bury.

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day 
Camp: For grades K-7. Weekly through Aug. 14, 
at Blish Park. Campers will enjoy camp games, 
arts & crafts, swimming, sports, field trips and 
special events. All campers are supervised by 
counselors and lifeguards trained in CPR/First 
Aid. Fee per week is $185/resident, $195/non-
resident.

Swim Lessons: All lesson levels are offered. 
All lessons are held at Blish Park. Fee per week 
is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Crayola Arts – Bouncy Bendy Arts in Mo-
tion: For grades K-6. July 6-10, 9 a.m.-noon, 
at MES. Make masterpieces with real moving 
parts, create the illusion of movement, and dis-
cover art processes that use motion to get re-
sults. Fee: $193/resident, $198/non-resident. 

Soccer Shots: Saturdays, July 11-Aug. 15, at 
West Road Memorial upper field. Mini, for age 
2, meets 9-9:35 a.m., and Classic, for ages 3-5, 
meets 9:45-10:30 a.m. Fee for Mini is $90/resi-
dent, $95/non-resident. Fee for Classic is $113/
resident, $118/non-resident. 

Skyhawks Flag Football Camp: For ages 
7-12. July 13-17, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at MES. Boys 
and girls learn skills on both sides of the foot-
ball including the core components of passing, 

catching and defense. Fee is $165/residents, 
$170/non-residents.

Skyhawks Sand Volleyball Camp: For ages 
10-14. July 20-24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Blish Park. 
This program is designed for the beginning 
and intermediate player. Boys and girls will de-
velop skills through game-speed drills and daily 
scrimmages. Fee: $165/resident, $170/non-res-
ident.

Family Beach Yoga Night: Tuesday, July 21, 
5:30 p.m., at Blish Park. Bring your own yoga 
mat or towel. Parent/guardian must be present. 
The class is geared toward children ages 3-10 
and their families, but all kids welcome. Regis-
tration fee is $25/resident, $30/non-resident.

Skyhawks Mini-Hawk Camp (Soccer, Base-
ball and Basketball): For ages 4-6. July 27-31, 
9 a.m.-noon, at MES. This multi-sport program 
teaches children the essentials of each sport. Fee 
is $150/resident, $155/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Dean’s List
Tyler Fitzgibbons of Marlborough made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y.

Fitzgibbons is majoring in music business.

The parade this year – held Saturday, July 
11, at 11 a.m., starting at East Hampton High 
School – will also include the return of a much-
beloved bagpipe and drum group, Tuttle said. 
He said there will also be a grassroots civilian 
flyover, with “more aircraft than ever before.” 
He said he estimates the flyover will be around 
11:30 a.m. 

For runners, Old Home Days will also include 
the annual Rails to Trails 5K event, on Friday, 
July 10 at 7 p.m. The race starts at Connecticut 
Draft Horse Rescue, located at 113 Chestnut 
Hill Rd. 

For those who might be out of town for the 
holiday, Reich said not to worry: the celebra-
tion of America’s 250th wouldn’t be ending in 
July in East Hampton. The East Hampton Lion’s 
Club, he said, would host a town-wide picnic at 
Sears Park on Aug. 8 from 5-8 p.m., followed by 

a “Light Up the Lake” event at 8 p.m., where the 
goal was to decorate with red, white and blue 
lights.

“People are going to be decorating their boats 
and riding around the lake, and it’s going to be a 
good time for all,” he said.

Cap Egan, Old Home Days Press Chair and 
East Hampton America 250 supporter, said the 
upcoming events are a special opportunity to 
unite the town.

“These events are an opportunity for East 
Hampton to come together, reflect on our na-
tion’s history, and celebrate the community tra-
ditions that make our town special,” she said. 
“From patriotic music and historic readings to 
parades, bells, boats, and lights on the lake, East 
Hampton is proud to mark America’s 250th an-
niversary in a meaningful and memorable way.”

For more on Old Home Days, see ehohd.org.
	

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Lions Induct Officers… The Marlborough Lions Club recently elected members for 
the upcoming year. Attending the Officer Induction Ceremony were, from left, Ken 
Hjulstrom (1st Vice President), John Glynn (President), Tom Reiser (2nd Vice Presi-
dent), Sia Dowlatshahi (who performed the induction ceremony), Mike Waszkelewicz 
(Treasurer), Megan Lloyd (Secretary), Brian McDermott (Membership Chairman) 
and Jean Paul Bolduc (Immediate Past President). The club thanked Past President 
Jean Paul Bolduc, who served the club in that position for the last two years. The 
Marlborough Lions Club’s primary goal is to provide services for those with vision 
impairment; however, the Lions also serve their community by supporting local 
social services such as the Marlborough Food Bank and by providing free annual 
vision screening for our children at Marlborough’s elementary school. If interested 
in joining the club, reach out to club president John Glynn at 860-989-0939 or club 
membership chairman Brian McDermott at 860-918-0800.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure 
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Resin Ocean Side Table: July 8, 1-3 
p.m. Make an ocean-inspired side table with 
resin in this craft class. All supplies provided. 
Cost is $50.

Cooling Plants for Summer: July 10, noon-1 
p.m. Explore some plants that can help us beat 
the summer heat, learn how we use them, and 
create your own cooling face mist to take home. 
Cost is $10/resident $12/non-resident.

Birthday Club: July birthdays will be cele-
brated July 28 from 1-2 p.m. with cake. Open to 
all friends and family. It doesn’t have to be your 
birthday month to celebrate, but if it is, RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session 8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 
8/25. Cost is $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 
RSVP by 7/31.

Friendship Tours: Lighthouse Cruise: Aug. 
12, $156/person, 18+, open to all towns. Prior to 
cruise, enjoy brunch at Quonset ‘O’ Club. 10:15 
a.m. departure, 7 p.m. return. RSVP by July 10.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program: 
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For 
use at participating farmers markets to purchase 

fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, and 
fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough Farm-
ers Market every Wednesday. For Marlborough 
residents only. Income limit: Household 1 - 
$2,461/month, Household 2 - $3,337.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy. 

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For 
application assistance, call the senior center. 
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Art Display at Town Hall 
Marlborough Arts Center announces Linda 

Gotta’s solo art exhibit at the Marlborough 
Town Hall. The exhibit runs from now through 
the end of July.

For the past two and a half decades, Gotta 
has dedicated her life to the art of pastel paint-
ing, although she has also explored working in 
watercolor and acrylic. Her compositions often 
feature landscapes of farms, beaches, and wood-
lands, as well as intimate views of flowers, ani-
mals and birds.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in 
the Town Hall’s hallway. For inquiries regarding 
Gotta’s paintings, contact Lazzari in the Town 
Hall’s tax collector’s office or call Marlborough 
Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or email info@
marlborougharts.org.

Dean’s List
Areana Petraiuolo of Marlborough made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Marquette University 
in Milwaukee, Wis. 

Petraiuolo is persuing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in exercise physiology.

Resident Graduates
Lauren Fenton of Marlborough recently 

graduated from Emmanual College in Boston.
Fenton graduated summa cum laude, with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in nursing.

Provost’s List
April Snyder of Marlborough made the 

spring 2026 Provost’s List at Hofstra University 
in Hempstead, N.Y.

Marlborough 
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m. Attendees can expect live music 
and artisanal goods such as goat milk soaps, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods, a vari-
ety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marlborough 
Town Green, and the first 100 shoppers will 
receive a free Marlborough Farmers tote bag. 
Produce farms selling at the market will also be 
accepting WIC and senior vouchers.

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Dylan Kolakowski 

and Garrett Nicol made the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I.

Residents Graduate
Marlborough residents Dylan Kolakowski, 

Garrett Nicol and Elizabeth Peters recently 
graduated from Roger Williams University in 
Bristol, R.I.

Dean’s List
Gabriella Zickmann of Marlborough, a 

graduate of St. Bernard High School, made the 
spring 2026 Dean’s List while studying English 
at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa.

Holiday Closing
Marlborough town offices will be closed 

Friday, July 3, in observance of Indepen-
dence Day.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

For many homeowners, downsizing sounds simple: sell your current home and buy something 
smaller.
In reality, there’s often much more to consider.
One of the biggest surprises is that a smaller home doesn’t always mean lower monthly expens-
es. A newer home, condo, or desirable location may come with higher property taxes, HOA 
fees, or insurance costs. It’s important to compare the total cost of ownership—not just the 
purchase price.
Timing is another factor.
Many homeowners need the proceeds from their current home to purchase the next one. Plan-
ning ahead can help avoid feeling rushed or needing temporary housing between closings.
Then there’s the challenge of belongings.
After living in a home for decades, most people have accumulated far more than they’ll take 
with them. Downsizing often takes months, so starting early can make the process much less 
stressful.
It’s also worth thinking beyond today’s needs.
Would a first-floor primary bedroom be helpful? Less yard maintenance? Extra space for family 
to visit? Choosing a home that fits both your current and future lifestyle can make a significant 
difference.
Finally, remember that downsizing isn’t just a financial decision—it’s an emotional one. Leaving 
a home filled with memories can be difficult, and careful planning often leads to a smoother 
transition.
For many homeowners, downsizing offers greater flexibility and less maintenance. The key is 
starting the conversation before you have to move, rather than when you need to move.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

R
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Downsizing: What Homeowners Often Overlook

Single-Family Homes
• 16 homes sold

• Average sale price: $588,094
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 108%
• Average days on market: 7 days
• Median days on market: 5 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 0 sold
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Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Port-

land Fair, which will return to its “new” loca-
tion at Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 
3 and 4. 

Chicken Barbecue: This third annual fun-
draiser will be held July 20 at Portland River-
front Park. This event is being held in partner-
ship with Portland Fish and Game Club. All 
are invited for dinner and musical entertain-
ment. Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for 
children.

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, 
the Crafts and Community Tent continues 
its theme of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while 

leaning into celebrating America’s 250th 
birthday. The popular Trashion Show will re-
turn on Friday night. Another retuning event 
is the Triple Crown of Baking held in partner-
ship with the Guilford and Durham fairs. Me-
lissa Kelley, chairperson for the tent, is seeking 
donations of leftover scrap fabrics for a com-
munity weaving project which will culminate 
in a banner for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a vol-
unteer coordinator and ribbons/trophies co-
ordinator. If interested in volunteering, email 
info@portlandfair.com.

Town-Wide Revaluation
In accordance with Connecticut General 

Statutes, the Town of Portland is conducting its 
statistical five-year revaluation of all real estate 
properties for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List. 

The town has contracted Tyler Technologies, 
Inc. to perform market analysis, sales valida-
tion inspections, and field reviews as part of the 
mass appraisal process, which the assessments 
will represent 70% of fair market value, in col-
laboration with the assessor’s office.

Tyler Technologies, Inc. field personnel will 
carry official, town approved company identi-
fication badges and will have signed authori-

zation letters that include contact information 
for town officials, including the Portland Police 
Department.

Property owners are encouraged to review 
their property record cards available through 
the online assessment database and report any 
discrepancies, omissions, or property changes 
to the assessor’s office to ensure accurate, fair, 
and equitable assessments: www.portlandct.
org/assessor.

Revaluation assessment notices will be mailed 
to taxpayers in December.

Zion Lutheran is Ready to Ring Its Bell Again

After more than 10 years in the church narthex, the historic bell at Zion Lutheran 
Church has been restored and rehung – just in time for the Fourth of July statewide 
ringing of the bells.

By Anne Lilburn
Throughout Connecticut, at 2 p.m. on July 

4, bells at churches and historic buildings will 
be ringing – and in Portland, Zion Lutheran 
Church is proud to be able to join in, thanks to 
a newly restored bell that is now hanging at the 
church.

The July 4 bell ringing, coordinated by the 
state’s CT 250 commission and part of a nation-
wide bell ringing event, will involve bells across 
the state ringing 13 times to commemorate the 
nation’s 250th anniversary. For over a year, the 
event was a motivational deadline for the Zion 
congregation in their quest to get the bell re-
stored.

The bell itself is a historic one, pre-dating Zi-
on’s current church building on William Street. 
It previously hung at Zion’s former location on 
Waverly Street, and moved to the current build-
ing when that building was built in the 1960s, 
according to Pastor Sara Stall-Ryan. It hung in 
a bell tower, and survived a fall and a rehanging 
in 1990. It was eventually taken down in 2015 
for safety reasons after the church noticed wood 
rot in the structure housing it. Since then, it had 
been sitting in the church’s narthex, or entrance 
way, unable to ring.

Weighing in at 1,200 pounds, the bell itself 
dates all the way back to 1850, prior to Zion Lu-
theran’s founding in Portland in 1874. It origi-
nally was installed at Portland’s Center Church, 
which was torn down in the 1930s. Lifelong 
church member Donna Berndtson said the bell 
had originally been delivered to Portland by 
boat, and rang as it made its way up the Con-
necticut River.

The bell’s originally hanging place at Cen-
ter Church was on Bartlett Street, near a farm 
owned by Howard Hale. Center Church was 
purchased in 1935 by Hale, who then donated 
the bell to Zion, according to Berndtson.

Coincidentally, Hale’s grandson, Howard 
Swanson, is currently a member of the Zion 
congregation. Swanson, 89, said he grew up in 
Portland, before moving away for roughly 60 
years. He recently returned to be closer to his 
hometown, and began attending Zion with his 
fiancée. Though his grandfather donated the 
bell before he was born, Swanson said he re-
membered hearing about it growing up, and 
when he walked into the church for the first 
time, there it was.

“Here was this bell inside the church,” he said, 
“on a pallet, and they said, “Yeah, that was our old bell that we used to ring, and it came from 

the Center Church, and I said, “Oh, my gosh. 
You know, my granddad had something to do 
with that.”

To restore the bell and bell tower, the church 
fundraised among its members. They had to 
cover the cost of transporting the massive bell 
to Ohio, where its striker was restored, and also 
the cost to have an electrician wire it properly, so 
that it can be controlled from inside the church. 

Susan Bransfield, president of the Portland 
Historical Society, said that the historical soci-
ety was happy to see the bell restored, noting 
that it was an important part of Portland his-
tory, having hung in two different churches over 
its more than 175 years.

For Stall-Ryan, who started at Zion only a few 
years ago (after the bell had been removed), the 

church bell wasn’t something she missed, but it 
was something she said she appreciated.

“There are people are very excited to have 
their bell back,” she noted, “and I said, ‘Well, I 
don’t even know what it was like to have had the 
bell!’” 

While a church without a bell is still a church, 
and the bell doesn’t really change how she goes 
about her job, Stall-Ryan said she believed the 
bell was symbolically important to the church 
community, signifying an alive and engaged 
congregation.

“It does mean something,” she said. “I think 
that, you know, it is a way of making ourselves 
known in the community, and it’s a reminder 
to people of what goes on here. [It tells people], 
‘Yes, we’re still active. We’re still worshiping and 
we’re still here.’” 

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
	 Portland Parks and Recreation of-

fers various programs for adults and children. 
For a complete list, full course descriptions and 
costs, or to register, visit portland.recdesk.com 
or call 860-342-6757. Advanced registration is 
required.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, 
Base Camp is open to children entering grades 
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering 
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Summer Concert Series: Tuesdays, July 14-
Aug. 11, at 6:30 p.m., at Riverfront Park. Sched-
ule: July 14: The Mick Louis Band; July 21: Great 
Hill Mountain Band; July 28: Kings of Karma; 
Aug. 4: Don’t Tell Lisa; Aug. 11: Wicked Peach

Brownstone Track - 2026 Summer Series: 
Monday-Friday, July 6-17, 6-7:30 p.m. Open to 
kids ages 11-18. 

Inspire Girls Basketball Camps: Week 1 is 
held Monday-Friday, July 6-10 at Gildersleeve 
School from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Week 2 is held Mon-
day-Friday, Aug. 3-7. Cost for this program is 
just $20.

Skyhawks Tennis Camp: Monday-Thursday, 
July 13-16, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Portland High 
School tennis courts. Open to kids ages 1-12. 

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Summer 
(Grades 1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, July 21-
Aug. 6, at the PHS tennis courts. Grades 1-2 meet 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and grades 3-8 from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. All players in their first session receive 
and keep a new age-appropriate racquet and ball.

Lego S.T.E.A.M. Camps: Monday-Friday, 
July 20-24. Programs are offered for kids ages 
5-6 and 7-9.

Multi-Sport Camp (Ages 2-5): Monday-
Thursday mornings, July 6-9, on Portland’s 
Town Green. Separate programs are offered for 
kids aged 2-5.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
childcare program available to students enrolled 
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is now open for 
the 2026-27 school year.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
Riverfront Park.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Friday, July 3, and Saturday, July 4, for 
Independence Day.

Children’s Programs: Cook Up an Adven-
ture Summer Reading Program: Pick up your 
reading log, or visit the Summer Reading por-
tal on the library website to track your reading 
electronically. Each day you read 20 minutes 
or more counts towards your summer reading 
goal. Earn prizes each time you reach five days.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. July 6, 13, 
20, 27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary Flood Room 
to enjoy stories, rhymes and songs about some 
favorite tasty treats. A craft project will be of-
fered at the end of each program. 

Juggler Ned Gelfars: Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 
p.m. The Ned Show features comedy, juggling, 
unicycling and fire-eating, plus audience par-
ticipation. This show will be held on the Town 
Green and move into the library’s Mary Flood 
Room in case of inclement weather. 

Colonial Cooking: Monday, July 13, 3:30 
p.m., for ages 9 and up (or over age 5 with 
adult). Watch a demonstration on how to cook 
some popular recipes from the Revolutionary 
War times. Try succotash, johnny cakes, and 
apple fritters while learning about some of the 
heroes and key moments from the war such 
as Sybil Ludington’s ride, the kidnapping of 
Chauncey Judd, and Connecticut’s favorite son 
Nathan Hale.

Flying High Disc Dogs: Wednesday, July 22, 
6:30 p.m., on the Town Gree. Witness backflips, 
tricks, and extreme distance catches in this fam-
ily-friendly show. Rain date is Thursday, Aug. 6, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Four-Fold Quesadillas: Thursday, July 16, 
3 p.m., for kids going into grades six and up. 
There will be a variety of ingredients available 
for you to choose from. 

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception: 
Saturday, July 25, 1 p.m. “We the People” by 
John Bula will be on exhibit at the library July 
2-Aug. 8. Bula’s “free-form puzzles” are his trib-
ute to and illustration of American history. He 
has been assembling these collages of American 
Flags from cutouts from magazines, newspapers 
and advertisements for 28 years, with the aver-
age flag taking him three months to complete. 

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up 
an Adventure:  When you sign up, you receive a 
coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in value) 
from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & another 
coupon when you log 2,000 pages. Then, start 
logging the pages you read. For every adult who 
joins the reading program and reads at least one 
book this summer (including audiobooks and 
graphic novels) the Friends of Portland Library 
will donate $3 towards two musical instrument 
rental scholarships for the 2026-27 school year 
for two students at Brownstone Intermediate 
School.

Movie: Wednesday, July 8, 1 p.m. You, Me & 
Tuscany (2026; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run 
time is 105 minutes.

America 250 Book Discussion: George 
Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring That 
Saved the American Revolution: Thursday, July 
9, 6:30 p.m. When George Washington beat a 
hasty retreat from New York City in August 
1776, many thought the American Revolution 
might soon be over. Instead, Washington rallied 
– thanks in large part to a little-known, top-se-
cret group called the Culper Spy Ring. Copies of 
the book are available at the library and on Lib-
by for all patrons with a Portland library card. 
Space is limited. This project is made possible 
in part by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act, administered by 
Connecticut State Library.

Colonial Cooking from the Revolutionary 
Era: Monday, July 27, 6 p.m. Join Matt Yanarella 
for an adult and teen event that celebrates clas-
sic New England cooking from the Revolution-
ary era. Yanarella will also discuss popular Rev-
olutionary War history. Space is limited.

Pen Turning Workshop: Saturday, Aug. 8, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Learn to turn your own pen using 
a lathe with the Central Connecticut Wood-
turners. No registration required. Drop in any 
time between 10 and 2. Creating your pen 
takes approximately 20-30 minutes, and you’ll 
take home your own handcrafted wooden pen. 
While waiting, see demonstrations by wood 
carvers from Connecticut Woodcarvers and 
scrollsaw work by the Southern New England 
Scrollsawers. This program is open to adults and 
children age 10 and older

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Adults of all experience 
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get 
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who 
enjoy knitting and crocheting. Please note: there 
is no meeting on July 4, because the library will 
be closed.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration for the Rec Season is open. 
Players will be grouped according to birth-

days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids 
born up to July 31 of the following year. When 
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for 
your player’s information, including birthdate. 

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 

an additional practice on Wednesdays.
Players will be groups by birthdate: U4: 

8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to 
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to 
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019 
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; 
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.
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Highlanders Goalie Headed to Springfield

By Josh Howard
After being honored as the conference’s best 

goalie, Portland High School’s Gracie DeRing 
will soon be protecting the collegiate nets. 

“I am so excited and grateful to announce my 
commitment to Springfield College where I will 
be continuing my academic and athletic career,” 
DeRing announced this spring. “Thank you to 
my coaches and family for all of their contin-
ued love and support these past four years — I 
don’t know how I could’ve done it without you. 
Lastly, thank you to Coach Shade for giving me 
this amazing opportunity.”

DeRing’s journey to Massachusetts has in-
volved a quick learning curve, as she didn’t start 
playing goalie until she was a freshman in high 
school. 

In youth soccer, she played primarily in the 
field before offering to learn the ropes in net 
during her first season at PHS.   

“We had a senior in goal and no backup 
goalie,” recalled DeRing, who approached her 
coach offering to fill that void. “I just wanted to 
contribute and have the opportunity to have an 
important role on the team.”

When the Highlanders starting goalie went 
down with an injury, she was thrust into the 
spotlight in year one where she helped Portland 
reach the Class S state semifinals.  

DeRing called her first year on the high 
school fields “eye-opening,” adding, “I fell in 
love with it immediately and knew it was what I 
wanted to keep doing.” 

DeRing officially over the fulltime duties as a 
sophomore where she was named All-Shoreline 
Conference honorable mention in 2023. 

This past fall, DeRing took her game to anoth-
er level as she was named the SLC Goal Keeper 
of the Year after she held a half dozen opponents 
scoreless and another four opponents to a single 

goal. She was also selected All-SLC first-team.
Head coach Cory Tobler said DeRing is a 

player that “does not come around very often” 
and that her shift from field player to goalie was 
incredible to watch. 

“She is one of the hardest workers I have 
coached,” added Tobler. “As a captain for us this 
year, her leadership was a huge reason why we 
had the season we did. I know she is going to 
have a successful career at Springfield College, 
and we are going to miss her at PHS.”

Over the last four years, DeRing noted that 
she has enjoyed being the last line of defense 
for the team and that the position in goal has 
helped her discover her “voice on the field.”

“I like having that pressure – I work well un-
der pressure,” she noted. “It’s helped me find my 
comfort zone. When I make a big save, it feels 
like my hard work has paid off.” 

Along with playing for the Highlanders, De-
Ring also played goalie at Vale Sports Club out 
of Middletown, which she said helped sharpen 
her skills for the next level. 

DeRing also played basketball at PHS, lead-
ing the Highlanders in blocks this past season.  

Off the field, DeRing was part of National 
Honor Society and Key Club at the high school 
and was the president of the Leo Club, a youth 
branch of the Portland Lions Club designed for 

teens and young adults, which provides leader-
ship training and opportunities to volunteer, 
raise funds, and make an impact in the local 
community. 

It was during her junior year at PHS that De-
Ring decided that she wanted to play soccer be-
yond high school. 

After looking at her options and sending film 
out to a few schools, the Pride of Springfield 
reached out with an offer. 

“It’s a great school,” DeRing said of the private 
university that sits on 100 acres. “I like it not 
only because I am able to play soccer there, but 
it’s also a great community.” 

The Pride’s program is led by Kursten Shade, 
who guided Springfield to 11 wins and a spot in 
the New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference (NEWMAC) championship game 
in her first season at the helm. Following a slow 
start, Shade’s squad won seven straight games, 
including two in the conference tourney to 
reach the title game for the first time since 2021. 

After living in Portland her entire life, DeR-
ing said she is looking forward to a fresh start 
in Springfield where she will study exercise sci-
ence. 

“I’m excited to find my people,” she noted. 
“People who I will know for the rest of my life 
and be really good friends with.”

Gracie DeRing, a recent graduate of Portland High School, will play soccer at Spring-
field College.

DeRing is coming off a senior season with the Highlanders in which she was named 
the Shoreline Conference Goal Keeper Of the Year.  

Deposit Due Date Extended for Trip
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 26-
30 – and the due date for the trip deposit has 
been extended.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder 
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice 
at the F/X theater. Also included is a guided 
tour of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancast-

er; and a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle 
Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped  motorcoach with restroom, four 
dinners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodg-
ing in a single hotel. Cost of this trip is $765 
per person double occupancy ($934 pp single 
or $745 pp triple occupancy). A $75 deposit is 
due by Aug. 3; with the balance due by Sept. 9.

For details & reservations, please contact 
Barbara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.  

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.  

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. Call 
Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Town Offices
Holiday Closing

The Portland town offices will be closed 
Friday, July 3, in observation of Indepen-
dence Day.

Free Show Tomorrow 
Tony Rome and The Peacemakers will stop 

at Portland Saturday, July 4, for a free show at 
Adams Plaza, Route 66 in Portland. This year’s 
tour is called the Sons of Liberty tour. All are 
welcome. This show runs one hour, and starts 
at 2 p.m. 

Rain date is July 5. Bring a lawn chair. 
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Portland’s ‘Duffy’ Recalls Devastating Circus Fire

Portland resident Wayne “Duffy” Duff was not quite 10 years old when he and his 
mother barely escaped the Hartford circus fire with their lives. He has a collection of 
newspaper clippings related to that fateful day, and shared his story with the Rivereast 
last month. 

By Anne Lilburn
Portland resident Wayne “Duffy” Duff will 

turn 92 this summer, but he still remembers the 
summer he turned 10 – when he barely escaped 
the Hartford circus fire.

“I remember everything,” he said.
It was July 6, 1944 when his mother, an Elm-

crest Hospital nurse and a single mother, took 
her almost-ten-year-old son to the Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus that was be-
ing held under a huge big top tent in Hartford. 
Thousands of people filled the tent when the fire 
started. The tent had been waterproofed with 
paraffin wax and gasoline, and the fire spread 
quickly.

Duff, who has been known as “Duffy” since 
he was a kid, said that when the fire first started, 
it was confusing. 

“The woman in the center ring had just 
brought the lions out,” he said, “and they just 
started running around just right away, and I 
heard her yell and scream, and I thought she 
said ‘fight’ because I’m ten years old, and I go 
‘what?’ And then she goes, ‘Fire!” and my God.” 

Duff said he held his mom’s hand while they 

escaped. 
“I had to, [in order] to get through the crowd,” 

he said. “If I fell down, you were all over, you got 
trampled.”

Duff said some good luck with their seating 
had likely saved their lives.

“We were going to be up by where the fire 
started,” he said, towards the back of the tent, 
“but then we got there early, so my mother got 
better seats, down halfway at the center ring.”

That seating change, closer to the ring and 
towards the aisle, put them in a good position 
to escape.

“We were so lucky,” he remembered. “We 
were right by the railing, and [when we were] 
going down, we were only up ten rows of seats. 
We pushed the wooden railing over, and you 
had to jump down about a foot or two, and there 
was an exit for us right there. … We were right 
there at the end, [so] we were lucky. I mean, 
people were merging, but at least we could get 
in with the merger. 

“I just kept going,” he said. “I looked back 
maybe once and heard everybody screaming, 
and everybody where it started up there was just 

in turmoil. They were falling. They fell down, so 
probably half of them that died were all tram-
pled. Once you fell down, you just wouldn’t [be 
able to get up].”

Once out of the tent, the escaping crowds ran 
into what were then farm fields.

“I don’t remember how I came home or how 
I got home,” Duff said, “but I remember we 
stopped at the end of the field.”

It was all over a short time later.
“Ten minutes,” he said. “That’s all it took — or 

less — to burn the three tents.”
“We’re lucky we were alive,” he said with emo-

tion.
In the years that passed, Duff and his mother 

never really talked about that day, he said. 
“We hardly brought it up afterwards,” he said.
He said he didn’t think about the fire much at 

all until he got older. He went back to school in 
the fall, and no one was talking about it. After 
graduating high school, he began a long career 
working as a truck driver, and later took a job 
driving a motorhome for NASCAR star Joey 
Logano’s father. 

He also worked as a volunteer firefighter in 
Portland, beginning at the age of 20. He served 
on active duty, responding to fires, for 35 years, 
he said, but never thought of the fire he survived 
as a child when deciding to volunteer. It was just 
a way to help his community, he said, and had 
nothing to do with the circus fire.

““I never even thought of that,” he said.
Duff said he didn’t really start thinking about 

the circus fire again until he was in his 30s. He 
said he heard about an anniversary event with 
a survivors’ gathering, and decided to attend. 
Since then, he said, he’s been a regular at the an-
nual services. Over the years, he made friends 
with survivors and came to know the stories of 
those who lost their lives. It’s important to re-
member, he said, because so many young lives 
were lost. It’s something he says is evident when 
you hear the names read aloud.

“In 1944, all the guys were in the war,” he ex-
plains, and moms took their kids to the circus 

as a treat. He said many of the victims were chil-
dren, who died alongside their mothers while 
their fathers were fighting in World War II, not 
long after D-Day.

“When they read the list off at every service, 
every year,” he said, “it’d be like a mother and 
three kids, let’s say, or a mother and five kids, 
and they all perished. All the husbands were 
overseas.”

Now that the group of survivors has gotten 
older, and dwindled, along with the police of-
ficers who organized the events, he says it’s 
more important than ever to make sure people 
remember what happened, and to remember 
those who died, and those who survived.

Duff himself has proven to be a survivor in 
more ways than one. He’s currently battling 
stage four lung cancer, which he says has also 
spread to his spine, as well as melanoma. For 
his 91st birthday last year, he hosted a fund-
raising event at Concentric Brewing Company 
that drew hundreds of people and raised over 
$16,000 for Middlesex Health’s Cancer Center, 
he said.

His birthday is coming up at the end this 
month, and Duff said he’s not sure exactly how 
he’ll be celebrating – but you can be sure that 
he’ll be celebrating survival.

Celebrating 60 Years of Marriage
Robert W. Jones Jr. and Nancy McDonald 

Jones will celebrate their 60th wedding anniver-
sary on July 3.

The couple grew up in central Massachusetts 
and met at a high school dance at age 16. After a 
lengthy courtship, they were married on July 3, 
1966, at St. Joseph’s Church in Fitchburg, Mass., 
followed by a reception at The Buttercup Hill 
Tea Room in Lunenburg, Mass. Family mem-
bers still fondly recall that their wedding day 
was the hottest day of the year in 1966, and it is 
rumored that the wedding cake was beginning 
to melt in the sweltering summer heat! 

After beginning their life together, Robert 
and Nancy made their home initially in Middle-
town and then permanently in Portland, where 
they have resided for the past 54 years and have 
become cherished members of the community. 

Robert devoted 35 years to education as a 
high school social studies teacher at Middle-
town High School. Nancy dedicated her career 
to nursing, serving patients for many years at 
Middlesex Memorial Hospital and later at Cov-
enant Village Pilgrim Manor in Cromwell. 

Together, Robert and Nancy have built a 
loving family that includes three children, six 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

The couple traveled extensively all around the 
globe as their children became adults, includ-
ing trips to Mexico, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia 
and beyond. Now enjoying retirement, they 
continue to lead active and fulfilling lives. Nan-
cy is an avid walker, volunteers generously at the 
Portland Senior Center and enjoys exercising 
at the YMCA. Robert stays busy by gardening, 
keeping in touch with family and friends and 
proudly serves as the family’s historian and ge-
nealogist, preserving memories and traditions 
for future generations. 

The couple especially treasures spending 
time with their children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren who live throughout New 
England. Family gatherings, celebrations, and 
creating lasting memories remain at the heart of 
their lives together.

Congratulations to Robert and Nancy on 
60 wonderful years of marriage, love, laughter, 
family, and friendship. May your diamond an-
niversary be filled with joy, cherished memo-
ries, and many more happy moments together. 

Nancy McDonald Jones and 
Robert W. Jones Jr. 

Nominations for Sprit of 
Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th 
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s 
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in our Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

Dean’s List
Paige Fitzgibbons of Portland made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Roger Williams Uni-
versity in Bristol, R.I.
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Remembering the Wangunk People on the 250th
By Anne Lilburn

The United States is celebrating its 250th an-
niversary as a country, but Wangunk elder and 
East Hampton resident Gary Red Oak O’Neil 
wants everyone to remember that the Wangunk 
tribe was here 250 years ago as well.

“We were a thriving community, and we 
were going up and down the river. We were liv-
ing our lives, and then the settlers came,” said 
O’Neil, noting that the Wangunk, whose terri-
tory stretched across the land that is now known 
as the Rivereast towns, were traders. 

“We were dealing with furs. We were deal-
ing with vegetables, especially in the fall,” said 
O’Neil.

Their trading partners, he said, stretched 
up and down the Connecticut River, from the 
Tunxis up river to the Nehantic (also known as 
the Niantic) near where the river empties into 
Long Island Sound.

The Portland area, he said, had long been the 
center of the Wangunk community, as a place 
where they could farm, and access the river to 
launch canoes.

“We would go up with boatloads – canoes, 
they were basically canoes – and [the Wangunk] 
were filling their canoes with vegetables, dried 
beans, all of that stuff,” he said.

The fertile soils along the river, he said, were 
good places to grow crops.

“They had been here for thousands of years 
and they had kind of had everything down 
where they knew what to grow,” he said. He 
noted that the Wangunks “moved seasonally, 
[with] the river when it flooded, so they could 
be found in different areas, and they would 
go back to those areas depending on the time 

of year. They had been moving seasonally for 
years, so that was just the way it was. You moved 
depending on the season.”

The river was always a meeting place for the 
tribe, he said, and there were traditions, he said, 
that had been going on for generations, some 
dating back hundreds of years – or even a thou-
sand years, he said – before European settlers.

“In Portland, every April, there was a group 
of Wangunks from this area,” he said. “They 
could be from Middletown, they could be from 
Portland, they could be from East Hampton, 
Marlborough. Everybody gathered in April and 
went down and had a men’s weekend” with the 
Nehantic down river, somewhere near the area 
now known as Old Lyme, he said.

Things changed quickly when the European 
settlers arrived, said O’Neil.

When European settlers first arrived in the 
area in the 17th century, he said, the Wangunk 
consolidated their territory, establishing them-
selves more firmly in the Portland and Middle-
town areas. They became established in partic-
ular on the Portland side, where a reservation 
eventually ended up being located. It was the 
result of conflicting cultural ideas around prop-
erty rights.

“Coming from England, [the settlers] had a 
whole thing about property,” he said, “and the 
Wangunk were always sharing the water, the 
land, all of that, and that all changed because 
they — the English — had a different vision of 
property.”

The English, he said, believed in private prop-
erty, and “the Wangunks didn’t understand that 
theory,” O’Neil said. “As a result, property was 

starting to be eaten up and then the Wangunk 
started being pushed even more.”

Around 250 years ago, as the Declaration of 
Independence was being signed, the Wangunks 
were finding themselves in a very different posi-
tion from the Founding Fathers.

“It was called displacement,” said O’Neil. 
“And all of a sudden, Wangunks were trying to 
go in a different direction, meaning they were 
going up the river, they were going different 
places, but they were being displaced because 
their property that they knew of was not theirs 
anymore.”

The early days of European settlement includ-
ed skirmishes and battles between the Wangunk 
and the English, but later, the Wangunk began 
intermarrying, both with Europeans as well as 
African Americans, he said. Some Wangunk 
were sold as slaves, he noted.

Intermarriage was the reality of living in a 
world with new groups of people, he said, but it 
was also a survival strategy.

Tribe members forged friendships and busi-
ness relationships with local families, and 
O’Neil said that Wangunks were known as the 
local midwives in Marlborough in the early days 
of the country. They also built many of the stone 
walls on farms in the area, having been hired by 
local farmers, and worked in timber mills, help-
ing to build the towns that had forced out some 
of their own communities.

O’Neil himself said he traces his lineage back 

to an ancestral line called the Jonathan Palmer 
line, which has been recorded in East Hamp-
ton and Marlborough since the early days of 
the United States. He said his family members 
were hired by Bevin Bells in the early days of the 
company and maintained good friendships with 
the family over the years.

Over the generations, the tribe dispersed 
somewhat, said O’Neil, but the stories and tra-
ditions continued to be passed down the line. 
He said he learned much from talking with his 
grandmother as a kid. He would accompany her 
on walks in the cemetery as she visited her late 
husband’s grave, he said, and she would share 
stories – and history – with him.

“That’s where my love for history and gene-
alogy grew out of as a young [kid],” he said. 
“You know, I was seven, eight years old, going 
with her to the cemetery, and as a result, when 
I became so the Wangunk Elder, no one in the 
Wangunks questioned it. It was the way it was 
supposed to be.”

Now, O’Neil said he wants to make sure oth-
ers know those same stories. He’s been working 
to make sure Wangunk history is taught at local 
schools and that the tribe’s stories are shared at 
local events.

As people celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
our country and look back to its early history, 
O’Neil hopes people will take time to remember 
the people who lived here before the United States 
started, and who continue to live here today.

Chicken Barbecue July 18
The Portland Agricultural Fair and Port-

land Fish and Game Club will sponsor their 
third annual Chicken Barbecue on Saturday, 
July 18, from 4-7:30 p.m., at Portland River-
front Park, 284 Brownstone Ave.

Adult meals cost $30 each and will con-
sist of half a barbecued chicken with an ear 
of corn and French fries. A child’s meal, for 
children under 12, will consist of chicken ten-

ders, an ear of corn and French fries. Soda and 
water will be available for purchase. Meals can 
either be eaten onsite or take them to go. En-
tertainment will be provided by Paul Christo-
pher and Round 3. Also, the raffle will be held 
once again.

 Tickets can be purchased from any Port-
land Fair or Portland Fish and Game member 
or at Bud’s Café on Main Street.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; 
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services 
for more information, including a calendar of 
events.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is July 6.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free.

Bingo Canceled: Bingo with Sean, scheduled 
for July 8, has been canceled.

Monday, July 6: Heart of Health & Com-
munity Wellness Series. There will be a Blood 
Pressure Clinic from 10-11 a.m., and a Chatting 
with Chatham Health wellness presentation on 
Gut Health from 10:45-11:15 a.m. 

 Monday, July 6: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 
and Nature Program: Growing a Tea Garden, 1 
p.m. There is a $20 fee.

Thursday, July 9: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. This 
month’s community leaders are to be deter-
mined. 

Wednesday, July 15: Trip to Lyman Allyn 
Museum & Lunch. Leave the center at 9:15 a.m. 
Ride fee is $5 and admission fee is $9. 

Wednesday, July 15: Walking Club, 9 a.m. 
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and 
the Air Line Trail. 

 Wednesday, July 15: Threads of Time Com-
munity Quilt Celebration, 12:30-2 p.m. All are 
invited to this celebration of quilts, community 
and shared heritage. A light lunch and tea will 
be served.  

Friday, July 17:  Visit the Shrine of Lourdes 
in Litchfield with lunch at the on-campus cafe. 
Leave the center at 9:30 a.m. There is a $5 ride 

fee, and you pay for your own lunch.
Monday, July 21: Veteran Benefits Workshop, 

10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs and ser-
vices offered to veterans and surviving spouses.

 Thursday July 23: Drumming Circle, 2-3 
p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Cost is a $5 donation to the 
food bank. Registration required.

Monday, July 27: Monthly technology work-
shop, 11 a.m. This month’s program will be an 
introductory session for the new Portland Se-
nior Center Digital Legacy Project. Explore 
ways to share your memories and pastimes 
through written reflections and/or digital story-
telling. Create a collection of your history and 
heritage to share with family and friends. 

Monday, July 27 & Tuesday, July 28: Elder 
Classes at Camp Bethel. Sign up for one or two 
days of day classes at Camp Bethel. Bus leaves 
each morning at 9 a.m. and returns at about 3 
p.m. Classes and lunch are free. Visit the center 
for an application to attend and for more infor-
mation about classes that are available. There is 
a $5 ride fee per day of attendance.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Residents Graduate
Portland residents Jessica Bobko-Quintiliano 

and Tyler Spada recently graduated from the 
University of Hartford.

 Bobko-Quintiliano received a Master of Sci-
ence degree in nursing, and Spada received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in architectural de-
sign and technology.
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A Sweet Treat… In “The Summer Scoop” program, Andover seniors beat the heat by 
traveling to various area ice cream shops. The most recent stop was enjoying sundaes, 
cones, and milkshakes at Shady Glen Ice Cream Shop in Manchester. From left are 
Janice Bazzanni, Ashley Roberts, Mary Duval, Phoebe Reuthe, Perri Lindley, Louise 
Goodwin, Joe King, Marge Surdham, Kalina Zieba, Julia Haverl, Ricky Kauffman 
and Lois Popoff.

Commemorative Reading of Declaration of Independence
All are invited to the Town Hall Gazebo on 

Wednesday, July 8, at 6 p.m., to participate in a 
reading of the Declaration of Independence, to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the first 
reading at the State House in Philadelphia. 

Just as the Declaration of Independence was 
read to the people for the first time on July 8, 
1776, now, Americans in all 50 states, five ter-
ritories, D.C., U.S. minor outlying islands, and 
wherever they may live throughout the world, 

will read the Declaration of Independence ‘to-
gether.’

The reading will be divided up the reading 
among those who show up to participate. If 
you would like more information or to confirm 
your participation, contact Susan Camoroda, 
municipal veterans representative, at veterans@
andoverct.org. Additional information also can 
be found at hawaiiamerica250.org/sharing-the-
spirit-of-america.

Summer Programs for Kids at Library
Here are this summer’s first few programs 

offered for kids taking place at Andover Public 
Library.  All programs are held at the library this 
summer. Call the library to sign up or with any 
questions, at 860-742-7428. You can find the 
complete summer program flyer posted on An-
dover Public Library’s Facebook page.

 ¡Amigos!: As part of the Early Roots Collab-
orative, parent ambassador Doris Maldonado 
Méndez and AES student Marie will lead an-
other bilingual summer series at the Andover 
Library, sharing stories designed to help young 
children explore big feelings, relate to peers, and 
celebrate the strength of community. This year’s 
lineup also includes a midsummer “Navidad en 

Julio,” inviting families to learn, laugh, and grow 
together, where we will have a special guest. Fu-
ture dates are Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. July 18 and 
July 25 (Navidad en Julio).

Bingo for Kids!: Tuesday, July 7, 4 p.m. There 
will be snacks and small prizes.  Best for grades 
2-6, with adult helpers for younger players. 
Space for 12 participants.

 Coyotes for Kids!: Wednesday, July 8, 4 
p.m. Certified Master Wildlife Conservationist 
Paul Colburn returns to the library to tell kids 
all about coyotes in Connecticut: their history, 
habitat, diet, behavior and more. Program tar-
geted to kids aged 12 and younger.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. Transportation 
to town events, voting, and ACSC activities to 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled are wel-
come. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Luncheons and Special Speak-
ers, Yoga, Dominos, Tai Chi, trips to the library 
and the food pantry/Foodshare truck, Chair 
Massage, and more, see the monthly newsletter, 
“Community Connections.” Transportation is 
available.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping: Tues-

days, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Willimantic on 6/30. 
Transportation is available.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim (BAF): This class is 
perfect for all skill levels. Space is limited. Sup-
plies are provided. Contact the center and ask 
about the summer schedule.

Walking Club: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Low-key, no-pressure walking club. Groups 
forming now for walks along the Rails to Trails, 
the track at Long Hill or indoors at the center. 
Contact the center if you are interested.

Lawn Games: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. Enjoy clas-
sic lawn games including Yahtzee, Tic-Tac-Toe, 
Yard Pong, Ring Toss, and Cornhole. Lemonade 
will be served. All are welcome. To register, con-
tact the center.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice 
Cream: Fridays, 7/10 and 7/24, 1 p.m. Watch for 
location and dates. The center is hosting a sum-
mer-long journey for residents where passports 
will take people to area ice cream shops. Call the 
center to register and pick up your passport.

Zumba Gold: Interested in more Zumba? Let 
the center know. The center is currently looking 
for instructors for the summer and beyond.

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 7/23, 9 a.m. 
Cost is $42. Call the center for an appointment. 
Transportation is available.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, 

located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, 
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 
The service also streams live on the church’s 
Facebook page (First Congregational Church, 
Andover, CT). For more information, call the 
church office at 860-742-7696, email ando-
verctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.ando-
verctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 
9 a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. 
Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van 
comes to the church every other Wednesday 
from 8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the 
opposite Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Andover Shows Off Classic Cars for America 250

Joe Kubish’s 1967 Corvette Stingray sat beautifully amongst other cars that lined up beside 
it. “You stop on the gas and it breaks the ground,” he said. “They don’t make cars like this any-
more.”

By Toriana Williams
The sound of classic engines, the smell of 

fresh popcorn and the sight of gleaming chrome 
filled the Andover Sportsman’s Club on Satur-
day as the town celebrated America’s upcoming 
250th birthday with its first ever car show.

Despite hot sunshine bearing down on 
spectators, hundreds of visitors enjoyed a day 
packed with activities. Food trucks, helicopter 
rides, bounce houses, live music and dozens of 
classic cars gave families plenty to see while cel-
ebrating both American history and the culture 
of beautiful cars.

As anyone who owns a classic car would 
know, car shows are about more than polished 
paint and powerful engines. Each vehicle car-
ries a personal story, decades of memories and 
countless hours – or years – of work.

Stephen King, chairman of the board for the 
Andover Sportsman’s Club, said the event came 
together after town officials approached the club 
about hosting a celebration for America’s 250th 
anniversary.

“The town of Andover reached out to me,” 
King explained. “They asked if we would host 
an event on our grounds. So I talked to our 
board of directors and we decided it was a good 
idea to do it.”

The club temporarily closed its shooting 
ranges to welcome the public for the celebration. 
“We have 150 acres here,” King said. “Overall, 
the feedback has been great, and I think we may 
do it again.”

Although the celebration was originally 
planned as a one-time event, King said the posi-
tive response has him thinking about making 
the car show an annual tradition. 

“This was intended to be just this year only, 
but I’ve had so much feedback that we may do 
this again,” he said.

King believes classic cars fit naturally into the 
America 250 celebration because, “the reason is 
to get people together,” he said.

One of the event’s most eye-catching vehicles 
belonged to Ed Elderkin of Windham, who 
proudly displayed his 1963 Chevrolet Nova SS. 
Elderkin has owned the car for eight years, but 
his love for muscle cars stretches back much 
further. “I’ve always had cars,” he said.

His connection to the Nova goes all the way 
back to his teenage years. 

“Just the fact that I had one in high school,” 
Elderkin said when asked about the car’s special 
meaning.

Working on classic cars has also been a life-
long career. “Did it for a living all my life,” he 
shared, explaining that he worked as an auto-
motive machinist. When asked how he first be-
came interested in cars, and if it started in child-
hood, Elderkin answered with a smile. “Fact is, 
I never grew up.”

Before retiring, he also spent years drag rac-
ing. “I drag raced for many, many years,” he said. 
“Now that I’ve retired from that, this is what I 
do.” Like many enthusiasts at the show, Elderkin 
enjoys the friendships that come with attending 
events across Connecticut,

“We do a couple or three a week,” he said of 
his regular car show schedule.

Nearby sat Joe Kubish’s 1967 Corvette Sting-
ray, a car he has owned since 1989. Growing up 
during the 1960s sparked his lifelong interest in 
classic cars. 

“I like all old cars,” Kubish said. “Just being a 

kid growing in the ‘60s.”
Although the Corvette looked much the same 

when he bought it, Kubish has done extensive 
mechanical work over the years, including re-
placing the engine. His favorite part of the Cor-
vette remains its incredible power.

“You stop on the gas and it breaks the 
ground,” he said. “They don’t make cars like this 
anymore.”

The Andover event marked a special mile-
stone for both Kubish and his Corvette. “It’s 
been off the road for 29 years,” he said. “So this 
is kind of like its rebirth.” Most of the time, the 
Corvette stays safely tucked away. “It’s fun to go 
get ice cream in this car, but other than that, it’s 
sitting in the garage,” Kubish said.

Perhaps the rarest vehicle at the show was 
Gene Charney’s 1965 Ford GT40. Earlier, King 
described it as “the rarest car we have here to-
day.”

Charney explained why so few people ever 
get the chance to see one. “They only made just 
about 120 of them in 1965,” he said. “There’s not 
too many around.”

The GT40 became a labor of love after Char-
ney purchased it in 1990. He completely re-
stored the car himself. “I did the whole thing,” 
he said. “From the ground up.” The project 
stretched over the course of decades. “I got the 
car in 1990, and it wasn’t completed and ready 
for the road until 2024,” Charney said.

Even after spending so much time restoring 
it, Charney’s favorite part of attending the car 

show has more to do with those who attend. “I 
just like talking to the people,” he said.

Visitors often share the same reaction when 
they see the rare sports car. “The most com-
mon comments I get are, ‘I’ve never seen one of 
these,” and ‘Thanks for bringing it.’”

Bob March of Coventry also fulfilled a life-
long dream by purchasing his 1971 Mustang 
Mach 1 three years ago. 

“I always wanted one of these when I was in 
high school, but I could never afford it,” said 
March. Now, decades later, that dream has fi-
nally come true.

“Now I’m able to have one,” he said.
March’s Mustang remains remarkably origi-

nal, with its original body panels and distinct 
Mach 1 package still intact. Like many owners, 
March treasures the conversations that happen 
around his vehicle.

“Just talk to people about cars, stories behind 
them and stuff like that,” he said of what, at 
shows, he enjoys.

He also hopes the hobby will continue with 
the next generation. “I’m going to leave this to 
my kids,” he said.

Looking around the show, March felt opti-
mistic about its future. 

“I think it was pretty nice,” he said. “I think 
it’ll take off once people hear more about it.” For 
a first-year event in a small town, he believed 
attendance exceeded expectations. 

“For a first-time event, it’s an awesome turn-
out.”
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Celebrating 33 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 7/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 7/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Please join us in support of the Colchester Special Olympics by playing in our 17th annual golf 
tournament. Come play, be a sponsor, or donate a raffle prize – 100% of contributions support our 

local team. A light breakfast, grab and go lunch, and a buffet dinner is included with golf registration. 
Raffle prizes will be drawn during dinner. This fundraiser provides the opportunity for us to offer year-
round sports training and competition in Bowling, Swimming, Track & Field, and Golf for people with 
intellectual and/or other challenges, by giving them opportunities to improve their physical fitness, 

demonstrate courage, form and foster friendships, and gain confidence. It is also a tremendous help to 
our athletes’ families, mine included, giving us all added friendships and perspectives. 

Please call or email any 
questions to Tim at: (cell) 

860-608-0056, or email 
teamcolchesterso@gmail.com

Golf & Sponsorship Registration: https://give.soct.org/colchestergolf  

Colchester Special Olympics 17th Annual 
Golf Fundraiser at Blackledge Country Club
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Thank you so much for your 
support with this fantastic cause. 

We appreciate everything
you do to help us!

See you on August 7th!

Colchester Special Olympics is a registered non-profit organization and any donation 
made is tax-deductible. The course does not allow walk-ons for tournaments so please 

register by July 26th so we can get an accurate headcount.

Friday, August 7, 2026
Registration starts at 7:30am • Best Ball – Shotgun start at 9am

Looking forward to seeing you there!

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 7/16/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

Residents Invited to Participate
in America250 Community Concert

Community members throughout Colches-
ter and surrounding towns are invited to take 
part in a special patriotic community concert 
celebrating America250 and the nation’s 250th 
anniversary.

The community-wide musical collaboration 
will bring together singers and instrumental-
ists for a fall performance featuring patriotic 
and Americana-inspired music. Musicians of all 
experience levels are encouraged to participate, 
including members of local choirs, bands, or-
chestras, high school music programs, church-
es, and community organizations, as well as in-
dividuals who simply enjoy performing music.

This America250 celebration aims to unite 
the community through music while honoring 
the history, spirit, and traditions of the United 
States. The project represents a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to celebrate America’s 250th 
anniversary through a unique community col-
laboration, bringing together residents of all 
ages and backgrounds to create a memorable 
musical experience. Organizers hope to create 
an inclusive event that showcases the talent, 
pride, and shared spirit of the region.

“We are excited to welcome musicians and 
singers from across the community to come 

together for this meaningful celebration,” or-
ganizers said. “This is a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to celebrate America250 through 
music and community collaboration. Whether 
you perform regularly or simply love music and 
community events, everyone is encouraged to 
participate.”

Rehearsals will be held on Monday evenings 
beginning July 27 and will continue through-
out the fall in preparation for the concert. The 
performance date is expected to be a Sunday 
afternoon in October. Registration is required; 
however, there is no fee to participate.

Registration is required; however, there is 
no fee to participate. Please register today at 
https://colchesterctrec.recdesk.com/Commu-
nity/Home.

For more information community members 
are encouraged to contact Colchester Parks and 
Recreation at 860-537-7297 or parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov.

Dare to Dream Jr.
The Colchester Community Theatre Summer 

Children’s Theatre Workshop will present Dis-
ney’s Dare to Dream Jr. on Saturday, July 18, at 2 
p.m., in the Bacon Academy auditorium.

This is a musical revue that follows an ea-
ger group of trainees on their first day at a fic-
tional Walt Disney Imagineering Studio. As 
the group sets out to help each other discover 
their dreams, they work together to explore the 
power of dreams to unite, inspire and make 
anything possible. Drawing from a century of 
Disney films, Dare to Dream Jr. features songs 
appearing for a first time ever in a Disney stage 

musical, including fan-favorites from The Prin-
cess and the Frog, Coco, Encanto and Frozen II. 
This musical revue is a mix of contemporary 
songs, classics, and brand-new medleys. 

Tickets for this production are $8 each (adults 
& children) and may be purchased online with 
assigned seating at www.colchestercommunity-
theatre.com. Tickets will also be available at the 
door on the day of the performance if not sold 
out prior. 

Call Diane Ozmun at 860-908-9286 or email 
info@colchestercommunitytheatre.com for ad-
ditional information.

WJJMS Honor Roll
William J. Johnston Middle School has an-

nounced its honor roll for the fourth quarter of 
the 2025-26 school year.

Grade Six
High Honors: Adrianna Anastasiou, Emma 

Barthel, Delaney Berta, Olivia Bishop, Elisabeth 
Boutote, Camila Bravo, Harper Brenek, Calleigh 
Carroll, Camilla Carroll, McKenzie Clarkin, 
Maggie Cleary, Sofia Contreras, Owen Cote, 
Kennedy Cove, Cole Deacon, Amelia Fluck, 
James Ford, Caroline Frasier, Hugo Gostkiewicz, 
Hunter Graham, Isabel Hawes, Maureen Hick-
ey, Harper Johnson, Caysen Jones, Sean Jones, 
Jameson Kelleher, Brendan King, Zoey Koji, Lu-
cas LaBarre, A’Mya Laureano, Edward Lengel, 
Danny Liu, Aubrey Margelot, Olivia McClain, 
Skyler Michaud, Julian Mula, Amelia Mundell, 
Mackenzie Nadeau, Charlotte O’Hara, Dan-
iel Page, Bella Panus, Connor Peck, Luca Rago, 
Luke Reid, Liliana Rioux, Elva Seals, Logan Se-
vigny, Summer Slocum, Leonora Smith, Hayden 
Sposito, Levi Stahl, Stanley Szczur, Jacob Talarc-
zyk, Kaydence Trudeau, Lucy Verruso, Charlotte 
Walls, Joseph Whitley, Reika Zaler.

Honors: Brynne Alford, Roaa Ali, Giuliana 
Arrigoni, Emily Auresto, Nhyira Badu, Gabrielle 
Bagnati, Belen Barrios-Valenzuela, Finley Blan-
da, Samantha Busby, Grant Caplet, Olivia Christ-
off, Bevin Cowell, Daymon Delaware, Drew 
Dugan, Lilith Erdman, Henry Farrington, Jojo 
Feinberg, Patrick Feldhouse, John Forbes, No-
lan Goggin, Leyawin Grigas, Zayer Harrington, 
Brandon Hopkins, Alexa Juarez Martinez, Em-
ily Krepcio, Brent Lachapelle, Sarah Langdon, 
Karson Lastrina, Stella Launonen, Piper Lenk, 
Harrison Maher, Gabriella Mauro, Addison 
McElroy, Aria McLaughlin, Emily Melgey, Brody 
Michaud, Juliana Michaud, William Pagel, Lilu 
Parks, Kaitlyn Peck, Jillian Post, Anthony Previti, 
Leia Priore, Samantha Roberts, Nelson Rooney, 
Ryan Rowe, Mason Ryan, Xavier Smith, Joseph 
Spineti, Samuel Standish, Evelyn Suski, Luke 
Theriault, Nicolette Tichy, Skylar Tierney.

Grade Seven
High Honors: Lyra Ackroyd, Lukas Anasta-

siou, Brynn Angell, Kaydence Bedner, Delaney 
Beirn, Grace Bisi, Olive Boyd-Bingham, Hannah 
Buyniski, Sarah Candler, Liam Cassidy, Cam-
den Christoff, Jace Collins, Nora Creutz, Stella 
DeGaetano, Neil Drylie, Jayson Eisenberg, An-
tonio-James Ferreira, Honorah Gillespie, Grady 
Greene, Addison Grosso, Aubrey Henry, Chris-

tian Ingalla, Isabela Ireland, Violet LaRose, Zach-
ary Martino, Isabel Mattison, Mairead McGloin, 
Jasmine Morin, Evan Pazul, Kailynn Rancourt, 
Autumn Rettig, Kendall Scholl, Sophia Sherry, 
Otto Walter, Sophie Wilson, Grace Wissler.

Honors: Camden Allard, Jenalise Aquino, 
Elizabeth Belding, Danika Bennett, Samantha 
Bertash, Mason Catalina, Elizabeth Coats, Ava 
Craig, Josephine Doelger, Landon Duhamel, 
Lochlan Fabry, Aiden Francis, Hayden Fraser, 
Eve Gould, Alexander Graham, Liam Hagan, 
Joshua Hunt, Adeline Jordan, Cameron Kaiser, 
Jace Kaur, Grayson Kerrigan, Juliet Koonankeil, 
Sloan LaParre, Adrien Lavertue, Ava Lizondro-
Pane, Ethan Lukra Matos, Joseph Marotta, Car-
son Moroch, Jacob O’Connor, Socrates Pena 
Valenzuela, Isaac Pensa, Joziah Perez, London 
Peterson, Rylan Ramos, Rory Richardson, Logan 
Roberts, Landon Roman, Parker Sbona, Ethan 
Schoen-Rene, Angel Sereno, Tyler Siena, Bryson 
Simone, Kayden Summerlin, Abigail Van Zilen, 
Daniel Vasbinder, Adam Wilinski, Liliana Yu, 
Cody Zajac.

Grade Eight
High Honors: Fabiola Berard, Terry Boaz, 

Paul Brodeur, Nina Caplet, Olivia Carrington, 
Chloe Civardi, Tristan Cote, Bailey Cowell, Bree-
na Cowell, Carter Doutre, Jacob Durfee, Lily Ep-
pler, Caitlyn Griffin, Alexander Healy, Lily Koji, 
Hunter Kovach, Lilah Martz, Ryder Michaud, 
Camille Mickens, Lyra Riley, Payton Shelden, 
Lunaya Urban, Emma Verruso.

Honors: Gabriella Bishop, Emilie Boutote, Ja-
cob Bradow, Jacqueline Busby, Molly Buscetto, 
Cali Cruz, Sophia Dean, Lauren Dittmann, Lu-
cas Dubreuil, Evan Faber, Benjamin Healy, Ruby 
Jeffries, Stella Kauffman, Carlton Kristoff, Kaylee 
Krol, Jackson Lenk, Ryan Lombardo, Reagan 
Manganello, Grace McAlpine, Axel Monaco, 
Peyton Moynihan, Hannah Nitkowski, Makayla 
Oddis, Stella O’Kane, Lauryn Pac, Molly Parsons, 
Harper Perry, Josslyn Post, Braeden Richards, 
Jenna Schoen-Rene, MacKenzie Schulze, Logan 
Szewczyk, Muhammad Usman, Jake Ward, Jack 
Wissler.

Abundant Life to
Celebrate America 250

Abundant Life Church invites all to celebrate 
America’s 250th anniversary outside on the 
church lawn, near the street sign, on Saturday, 
July 4, from 9 to 10 a.m. The church is located at 
85 Skinner Rd.

All are invited for prayer, praise and worship 
to celebrate the nation’s birthday. 

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Dean’s List
Calloway Toth of Colchester made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Delaware Valley University 
in Doylestown, Pa. 

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Birch Collins and Ama-

ya Zavistoski made the spring 2026 Dean’s List 
at Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I.



Page 16	 NEWS BULLETIN • July 3, 2026

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 7/31/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


Touch-a-Truck is July 2 
Families are invited to climb aboard, ex-

plore, and discover a variety of vehicles at 
the annual Colchester Touch-a-Truck event 
on Thursday, July 2, from 6-8 p.m., on the 
Town Green. This free event gives children 
and adults the opportunity to get an up-close 
look at the trucks, equipment, and vehicles 
that serve the community every day.

Attendees will have the chance to explore a 
wide range of vehicles, including emergency 
response vehicles, construction equipment, 
public works trucks, and other specialty ve-
hicles. Representatives from local organiza-
tions and agencies will be on hand to answer 
questions, demonstrate equipment, and 
share information about their work in the 

community.
“We are excited to welcome families back 

for another year of Touch-a-Truck,” said the 
Colchester Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. “This event gives children the oppor-
tunity to see these impressive vehicles up 
close and meet the people who operate them 
every day to keep our community safe and 
running smoothly.”

The event is open to children of all ages 
and their families.

For additional information, or to bring 
your vehicle, please contact the Colchester 
Parks and Recreation Department at 860-
537-7297.

Special Education Records 
to be Destroyed

The Colchester Board of Education will de-
stroy any and all special education records and 
section 504 records of students who graduated 
or would have graduated with the class of 2020.

If any student, as described above, would like 
a copy of their special education or 504 records, 
they must request a copy of the records prior to 
destruction on July 15.

Forward all requests to the Dept. of Pupil Ser-
vices and Special Education, 380 Norwich Ave., 
Colchester, CT 06415, or by calling the Pupil 
Services office at 860-537-3103.

Upon request, records will be available for 
pickup only at the Dept. of Pupil Services.

Historic Buildings
Open July 4

The Colchester Historical Society is cel-
ebrating the 250th birthday of the nation by 
opening some of the town’s historic build-
ings on Saturday, July 4, from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. The Nathaniel Foote House, the Col-
chester School for Colored Children, and 
the Colchester History Museum will all be 
free and open to the public that day.  

In addition, a “scavenger hunt” laminat-
ed printout will be hung from entry posts 
at the Colchester Burying Ground for those 
who would like to explore the town’s oldest 
cemetery.

The Colchester History Museum will 
also feature a short video of the Gershom 
Bulkeley Tomb Excavation in the room at 
the museum, which contains artifacts from 
the archaeological dig of the tomb in 2002.

Flag Day Celebrated… VFW/American Legion and Boy Scout Troops 13, 72 and 109 met on the Town Green Sunday, June 14, and commemorated Flag Day with a short 
but meaningful ceremony, which included retiring and destroying dozens of worn flags through fire. First Selectman Bernie Dennler also spoke to the gathered public, 
reminding everyone of the significance of Flag Day (Congress adopted the flag in 1777), as well as thanking veterans who have served their country, as June 14 was also the 
251st anniversary of the founding of the U.S. Army.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 

dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

Dean’s List
The following Colchester residents made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute in Worcester, Mass:

Abigail Belding, a member of the class of 
2028 majoring in biomedical engineering; Aid-
an McLoughlin, a member of the class of 2026 
majoring in architectural engineering; Charles 
Rose, a member of the class of 2029 majoring in 
mechanical engineering and robotics engineer-

ing; 
Jonathan Curry, a member of the class of 2028 

majoring in data science; Kevin Reas, a mem-
ber of the class of 2029 majoring in computer 
science and electrical and computer engineer-
ing; Samuel Ringuette, a member of the class of 
2028 majoring in mechanical engineering; and 
Xavier Gudelski, a member of the class of 2028 
majoring in civil engineering.

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 
a relaxed gathering and open discussion on the 
theme: “How does God fit in this thing called 
life?”

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July 
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s 
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light on 
Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and discovery 
for children.
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 7/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 7/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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860-214-1147 • www.skyview-realty.com
35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415

Jack Faski 
Owner/Broker

Matt Faski
Sales Associate

We Are Here
To Help With

Your Real Estate 
Needs!

We Are Here To Help With Your Commercial Needs Too!

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Fairy House Builders Wanted!: The second 
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter – but CLT needs help to make the magic 
happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail? 
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be 
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house 
in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with 
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail 
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep 
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read 
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 

each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will 
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. 
All are invited to stop by and learn more about 
the land trust.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, July 6: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Haircuts; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-
noon, Fitness Orientation by appointment; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, July 7: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 6 p.m., Outhouse 
Americana.  

Wednesday, July 8: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexol-
ogy; 9:30 p.m., Live Well; 10 a.m., Adult Col-
oring, Hand and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be 
Fit Video, Outhouse American Presentation; 
1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., 
Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, July 9: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 10 
a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10:30 a.m., Shop-
ping Trip; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Sr. Benefits 
Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes, Needlework Club; 1 p.m., Pa-
triotic Sufar Cookies Class; 5:30 p.m., Pizza & 
a Movie.  

Friday, July 10: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 10:45 a.m., Blood Pres-
sure Clinic; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m., Chatham 
Health Series; 12:30 p.m., Charcoal Land-
scapes; 1-3:30 p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., 
Bingo. 

Bunco: Tuesday, July 14, 6 p.m. Come play 
“The Dice Game.” Players of all levels are wel-
come. Twelve players are needed. Register at the 
front desk. Cost of playing is $5. Cash prizes are 
awarded.

Four-Week Mixed Media Landscapes Work-
shop: Tuesdays, July 14-Aug, 4, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Beginner and intermediate students will create 
three landscapes and one seascape using paint-
ing, collage, and assemblage techniques with ba-
sic art supplied by you. Instructor is Jeff Poale. 

Cost is $40 per person; space is limited. 
Trivia Night: Thursday, July 16, 6 p.m. Snacks 

will be provided, and cash prizes will be given. 
Cost is $7.

Movie Time – Forrest Gump: Monday, July 20, 
9:30 a.m. The history of the United States from 
the 1950s to the ‘70s unfolds from the perspec-
tive of an Alabama man with an IQ of 75, who 
yearns to be reunited with his childhood sweet-
heart. This is a free program. Popcorn will be 
served. The movie runs for two and a half hours. 

Painted Mandala Suncatcher: Tuesday, July 
21, 6 p.m. Paint a pretty suncatcher to put on 
your window. Cost is $3.

Americana Share & Tell: Friday, July 24, 10:30 
a.m. Come together to share these stories about 
your experiences in, and hopes for the future of, 
America. A special American-themed birthday 
cake will be served. This is a free program. 

Healthy Food Series – How to Read Food La-
bels: Monday, July 27, 10:30 a.m. Take a deeper 
dive into the labels and compare various brands. 
This is a free program. 

Aromatherapy Workshop: Thursday, July 30, 
1 p.m. Susette Christiansen, the center’s own re-
flexologist, will share the basics of aromatherapy, 
an introduction to several commonly used es-
sential oils, and how aromatherapy can be used 
to promote physical, mental and emotional well-
ness. All participants will create their own essen-
tial oil blend spray to take home. Cost is $15 per 
person. Space is limited. 

Ultimate Bingo: Tuesday, July 30, 6 p.m. Space 
is limited. Cost is $10. 

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses 
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in 
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the 
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club 
at 395 South Main St. 

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer 
camp and experience trips and other camping 
activities they might otherwise have to miss due 
to a family’s ability to afford the event.

Parks and Rec.
Seeks New Programs

Colchester Parks & Recreation is interested 
in expanding its community programs – and is 
looking for new ideas! 

The department is currently seeking instruc-
tors to lead a wide variety of recreational, edu-
cational, and enrichment programs for resi-
dents of all ages. Opportunities are available in 
areas such as youth and adult fitness, arts and 
crafts, dance, outdoor recreation, sports, STEM 
activities, wellness, and specialty hobby classes.

Individuals interested in offering a new pro-
gram can submit a program proposal or request 
more information by contacting Colchester 
Parks & Recreation at 860-537-7297 or park-
sandrec@colchesterct.gov. 

More information is also available at www.
colchesterct.gov/recreation-department.

Craft Fair at
Lake Hayward

A craft fair will be held Saturday, July 11, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Lake Hayward Pavilion, at 
first beach.  The craft fair will have 15-20 ven-
dors, with assorted crafts such as jewelry, knit-
ting, painted shells, shadow boxes, etc.  

The fair will take place rain or shine. 

Residents Graduate
The following Colchester residents recently 

graduated from the University of Hartford:
Jade Hostetler, who graduated with a Bach-

elor of Fine Arts degree in painting; Sokheta 
Nguon, Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in paint-
ing; Kaitlyn Sierra, Bachelor of Arts degree in 
criminal justice; Samantha Ciaglo, Master of 
Science degree in accounting and taxation; Al-
exandra Magrey, Bachelor of Science degree 
in health sciences; Valerie Stanton, Master of 
Education degree in special education; Matthew 
Guerriere, Bachelor of Science degree in com-
puter science.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Public Reading of Declaration of Independence
Everyone is invited to join us on the Col-

chester Town Green on Wednesday, July 8, 
at 5:45 p.m., for a reading of the Declaration 
of Independence as part of the nationwide 
simultaneous readings organized in partner-
ship with the Sons of the America Revolution 
and municipalities in all 50 states.

The simultaneous readings will begin 
promptly at 6 p.m. The nationwide readings 

commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
first public reading of the Declaration on July 
8, 1776.

Following the reading, Colchester will cel-
ebrate with the planting of an America elm 
tree on the Town Green. An elm tree was se-
lected based on the recommendation of the 
Colchester Historic District Commission.

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Luke Jenkins and Heath-

er Marvin made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at 
the University of New England.

Dean’s List
Caitlyn Flynn of Colchester made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Elms College in Chicopee, 
Mass. 



Page 18	 NEWS BULLETIN • July 3, 2026

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE SERVICES

DENTAL PROBLEMS AND CLEFT LIP OR PALATE
 Cleft lip and cleft palate are birth defects affecting approximately one in every 
1,600 babies. Cleft lip occurs when the tissues between the mouth and nose don’t 
come together properly in utero, leaving a gap or cleft. Cleft palate happens when this 
improper tissue growth occurs on the roof of the mouth or palate. The two conditions 
can occur together or on their own. In either case, the conditions cause several 
problems for developing babies, including issues with teeth, breathing, feeding, and 
talking. Children born with these conditions often have missing teeth along the line 
of the cleft. They may also have extra teeth, misshapen or rotated teeth, and severe 
crowding. These problems often warrant additional dental and orthodontic care.
 We know it is  important to you that the people who take care of your oral health 
needs be well-informed, knowledgeable, highly skilled, and caring and compassionate. 
Our promise to you, then, is that our office will provide you with dental care of the 
highest quality, based on sound medical modalities, using the most appropriate 
procedures, and utilizing extremely qualified staff members. Keep on top of your 
dental health by calling our office for  comfortable, comprehensive dental care for you 
and your family. 
 P.S. Cleft lip and cleft palate are often corrected through surgery during a child’s  first 
twelve to eighteen months. 
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High School Honor Roll
RHAM High School has announced the 

fourth quarter for the 2025-26 school year.
Grade 12

High Honors: Paolo Nicholas Abrantes, Bri-
anna Isis Adu-Poku, Zoe Brynn Albert, Mead-
ow Katherine Mayer Banta, Grayson William 
Bell, Hailey Mychael Bergeron, Finn Vincent 
James Blake, Aubrey Elizabeth Brainard, Emily 
Rachel Churchill, Victoria Ciesla, Brenna Grace 
D’Amico, Allison DiBuono-Lemke, Darareaks-
mey Sirius Disher, Harley Anthony Emmons, 
Liam Patrick Galligan, Isabel Gavrish, Nicole 
Lynn Goldstein, Julia Kaylee Gorborino, Clara 
Charlotte Grove, Ella Maria Hatzikostas, Kait-
lin Jane Hobin, Jacob S. Jarosz-Fenn, Rebecca 
Lynne King, Tate Catherine Knox-Silvia, Brody 
Ryan Kokofski, Mason Kevin Kompanik, Nina 
Rose Krawczyk, Aria Rae Lagace, Zoe Eve Lisee, 
Kenna Alice MacDonald, Aidan Miville Mc-
Donald, Emerson Claire Melquist, Emily Kay 
Migliaro, Reese Payton Montstream, Abigail 
Lillian Nalette, Ryan Victoria Pagani, Reegan 
Leigh Panico, Katryna Nichole Paul, Sophia 
Elyse Perkins, Jake Brooks Pinkham, Brianna 
Esther Rivera, Kaylee Nicole Sandhu, Isabelle 
M. Sobieralski, Emily Grace Suroviak, Olivia 
Louise Talaga, Liam Michael Tarallo, Anna 
Michelle Tartaglione, Julia Kathryn Teodosio, 
Helena August Turk, Aimee L. Viele, Kimee L. 
Viele, Makayla Taylor Walker, Daniel Peter Yeo-
mans, Dylan Jacob Young, Cecilia Ann Zito

Honors: Gabrien Ryker Allis, Giovanni Louis 
Assunto, Ellie Grace Ballard, Ethan Patrick 
Boisvert, Emily Ann Brauer, Maxwell M. Bro-
phy, Hunter James Brown, Cayden James Ca-
plette, Gianna Josephine Catania, Tanner James 
Cavanaugh, Alejandro William Chalfant, Carly 
A. Charron, Natalie Joyce Costello, Maeve Ellen 
DeDonato, Justin Noah Dooley, Patrick Jeremi-
ah Dowd, Seth Dunko, Douglas Clark Fellman, 
Zoe Ferris, Daren Thomas Gagnon, Alexander 
Edmund Giaccone, Logan Reed Giannelli, Ben-
jamin Thomas Giarrusso, Brooke Lauren Gor-
gone, Jake Nixon Guerriero, Rosalee Virginia 
Kathleen Kelly, William Worthington Kemp, 
Turner William Knox-Silvia, Isabelle Grace 

Kreamer, Aidan James Landry, Casey James 
Lovett, Daniel Andres Mantilla, Christopher 
Jayden Medina, Addison Rae Mike, Julian Da-
vid Monroe, Riley Madison Mounds, Carmela 
Rosina Orfitelli, Lucian Giuseppe Paonessa, 
Honorah Grace Plourde, Nolan Plourde, Roger 
P. Pryor, Zachary Isaac Pugliese, Olivia Sky Ray, 
Lindsay Veronica Rayman, David Scott Reed, 
Gavin Anthony Richards, Paige Willow Rosa, 
Landon Thomas Roy, William Everett Ryan, 
Aiden Michael Sackett, Jason Robert Schadtle-
Champagne, Abigail Elizabeth Simao, Madelyn 
Elizabeth Stewart, Maia Ellin Stock, Talula Sar-
ah Stomberg, Clara Rose Sudol, Conor Drinan 
Sullivan, Jordan Watson Summerer, Michael 
Christopher Thatford, Brady William Topu-
los, Landon David Tyc, Justin R. Tyrol, Blake 
Raymond VanNostrand, Max Lawrence Veil-
leux, Jacob Geoffrey Viniconis, Madeleine Mae 
Weinsteiger, Zachary Quinn Wilkie, Alexander 
Maciej Wolski, Marina Anne Wood, Lillian Ai-
mee Worthen, Lilah Zern.

Grade 11
High Honors: Isabella Mae Bangham, Alexa 

Lauren Bech, Kaden Henry Besade, Caleb Mat-
thew Billiel, Rian Grace Calhoun, Candice Rose 
Fago, Addison May Garner, Mia Elizabeth Hall, 
Kaylee Mae Kauffman, Marley Summer Koel-
ling, Cally Juel Kopp, Edward Liu, Joseph Rob-
ert Mangiafico, Chase J McLaughlin, Abigail K 
Micklich, Charlotte Jean Moore, Juliet Elizabeth 
Neale, Laura Pineda, Jordan West Pinkham, 
Riel Luis Ramos, Logan Kenneth Roulier, Rea-
gan Marie Stanford, Vivienne Marie Stomberg, 
Justin Thomas Verrastro, Liam Lincoln Wallace, 
Tate Wilson, Caroline Faith Ziegwied.

Honors: Yousef Ahmed, Lainey Elizabeth 
Asklar, Alexander Thomas Ayer, Derek Edward 
Barone, Zaira Margaret Bejoy, Julia Benedetto, 
Sara Angela Braunwart, Lucas Alexander Butts, 
Isabella Rose Celona, Olivia Vilas Chicoine, Si-
las Brian Clifton, Brendan M Connolly, Leah 
Madison Danaher, Samantha Noelle DeGray, 
Danika Jolie Dei, Khloe Jade Dronzank, Ar-
eannah Wynter Erazo, Justin Espinosa, Victoria 
Mychelle Fernandez, Tiernan Adams Fitzsim-

mons, Julia Caroline Fournier, Rylie Kayla 
Garafolo, Shayla Rome Garrett, Gavin Wade 
Gentile, Alexander Francisco Ghirlanda, Hailey 
Jennifer Golaszewski, Jackson David Goyette, 
Douglas Haley, Mark Charles Hall, Brody An-
ton Harl, Brooke Marie Heffernan, Michela Ber-
nard Hines, Ashton William Houghton, Preston 
Jeffrey Isleib, Lilah Mae Jacques, Rebecca Bridg-
et Koonankeil, Addison Lee Krynick, Ava Lynn 
Lagace, Addison Elizabeth Lemieux, Shaelie Ev-
elyn Lowell, Reilly Geneva Ming, Kacper Mlod-
zianowski, Ava Moore, Yeziel Morales, Arianna 
Nicole Olson, Victoria Paslavska, Bethany Faith 
Pedro, Leala Violeta Pelletier, Jazlyn Michele 
Pendleton, Keenan Charles Rodrigues, Regan 
Thomas Sawyer, Robert Noah Schadtle, Zach-
ary Scott, Nathan Daniel Solloway, Karly Mi-
chael Spencer, Shelby Szeps, Jack Tarkington, 
Kelise Elizabeth Townsend, Liam James Tresser, 
Brody Charles Wallace, Jameson Michael Watts, 
Rachel Lorien Waychoff, Jennifer Grace Wheel-
er, Cara Maye Williams, Tyler R. Woods, Olivia 
Marie Wright, Miles Nicholas Yorio.

Grade 10
High Honors: Seren Grace Akerlind, Nicolas 

Andrews Amodeo, Zachary James Braim, Julia 
Marie Celona, Skyler Chism, Grace Catherine 
Chomick, Collin Brian Cooke, Declan Menashi 
Dougherty, Julia Donna Eddy, Cerys Alexia El-
lis, Rowan England, Avery Sienna Fitzgerald, 
Axel Jax Gallagher, Tyler James Kern, Taylor 
Kompanik, Benjamin Henry Kreamer, Edward 
Alan Lammey, Joseph Matthew Lanford, Owen 
Antoni Lotko, Madeleine Rose Lundie, Sydney 
Ava Mastrocola, David Louis May, Sophia Ni-
cole McLeod, Charlotte Marian Morganson, 
Sophie Eva Mota, Gianna Belle Reynolds, Liam 
Jefferson Roy, Alexander Jay Sandberg, Mason 
Edward Suroviak, Michaela G. Winne

Honors: Lily Sue Barstis, Joanna Mae Biggs, 
Mason Anthony Botti, Griffin Quinn Bruce 
Boulet, Elle Lindsey Boutilier, Kylee Leanne 
Brauer, Evan James Brooks, Brady Robert Cioto-
la, Mabel Maureen Collins, Aiden Alan Cooney, 
Audrey Louise Correia, Nadia Couture, Mason 
Olivia Daniels, Emma Darczyn, Robert An-
thony Dellafiore, Calvin Joseph Devine, Jack Ira 
Dougherty, Charlotte Egan, Grace Nora Ellis, 
Alexander Joseph Elomaa, Charlotte Elsie Em-
mons, Isabel Lucia Fichera, Lucas James Fortin, 
Lyric Lily Greenleaf, Derek Paul Grzybowski, 
Leah Marie Haggerty, Kierce August Hinck-
ley, Elaina Clare Hulland, Damieano Alanzo 
Ingenito, Vanessa Chloe Johnson, Annalise 
Jordan, Jake Anthony Kamienski, Jacob Timo-
thy Kane, Haley Marie Kjellquist, Ava Kath-
leen Knox, Zephyr Kowalski, Amy Elizabeth 
Kramer, Kyle David Landry, Ryan Lynn LaVec-
chia, Kaelyn Avery Loiselle, Rebecca Lynn Ma-
cierowski, Alyson Elinor Margaitis, Michael 
Rocky Martella, Vincenzo Americo Mastro-
nunzio, Callan Richard Melquist, Isabella Maria 
Mendoza, Lily Marie Meyer, Caleb Montero, 
Sawyer Haiden Montstream, Mercedes Abigail 

Moxon, Olivia Blais Passcantell, Sydney Sawyer 
Petit, Patrick R Price, Vincent Marcus Quiros, 
Kimberly Rose Reed, Emily L. Roy, Hayden 
Joseph Schultz, Peyton James Sullivan, John 
William Tartaglione, Brooke Susan Topulos, 
Nevaeh Elizabeth-Ann Van Cott, Krysta Lynn 
Wallace, Patrick Ryan Wolfgang, Justin Piotr 
Wolski, Emma Claire Wrobel.

Grade Nine
High Honors: Daniel John Abrahamson, 

Gabriel Lewis Accomazzo, Sean David James 
Blake, Elena Sofia Chalfant, Arianna Rose 
Choinski, Jaclyn Morgan Coffey, Hailey Madi-
son Cooney, Angela June DeGray, Samantha 
Lee Doucette, Roman Joseph Gonzalez, Jackson 
Redfield Howe, Alexandra Marie Lavenburg, 
Autumn Rosa LeBlanc, Maisey MacDonald Le-
May, Katherine Michelle Manthorne, Viviana 
Marasiotis, Samantha Rose Maxwell, Giuliana 
McLaughlin, Lyla Grace Moraga, Lily Anna 
Nicholson, Katarina Cornelia Paardenkooper, 
Daisy Talula Patrizz, Allie Petro, Claire Probert, 
Ariana Olivia Ramos, Edith Elizabeth Ranta, 
Zachary Brian Reynolds, Lucas Jackson Rob-
erts, Makenna Rusczyk, Esteban Leandro San-
hueza, Journey Santana, Kaelyn Grace Schmitt, 
Jackson Timothy Shepard, Evelyn Grace Sta-
chowiak, Isabella Josephine Stipanov, Lucas 
John Sulliman, Kaelyn Marie Therrien, Eliza-
beth Lynn Thibeault, Tessa Lyn Wallace, Liliana 
Rose Wursthorn, Viola Mae Yorio.

	 Honors: Benjamin Lucas Anderson, 
Olivia Paige Asklar, Elizabeth Shelton Breault, 
Matthew Antonio Chamberland, Julia Ciesla, 
Ella Grace Clate, Andrew Congdon, Joshua Dale 
Conway, Ryan Porter Costa, Caleigh Cunning-
ham, Violet Marie Curran, Benjamin James Cyr, 
Anissah-Lynn Soleil Darius, Carter Davidson, 
Henry Philip Doyle, Noah Paul Ekstowicz, Ad-
dison Lena Esposito, Gracie Joy Flahive, Kalena 
Noelle Gagnon, Nathan Michael Giarrusso, 
Bryce H. Gower, Dylan Timothy Hall, Michael 
Emanuel Hatzikostas, Kiana Louise Hinckley, 
Avery Elizabeth Holzer, Logan Hurlbut, Anna 
Marie Itteilag, McKenna Marie Kilcollum, Pres-
ton Koelling, Zoey Antoinette Laraia, Adelyn 
Grace Lloyd, Travis Banks MacDonald, Juliet 
Marie Manthorne, Liam Mantilla, Giuliana Ma-
rino, Mason Martella, Violet Kathleen Meyer, 
Ashton Bryce Miner, Grant Austin Monroe, 
Angelina Mary Morrissette, Heather C. Nich-
olson, Alaina Marie Nuhfer, Brayden Tyler 
Pace, Charlotte Amelia Parks, Nicolas Anthony 
Peach, Avery Pomprowicz, Isaac Remington, 
Carlos Rios, Benjamin Patrick Rivera, Maxwell 
William Sabourin, Jack Brice Sankovich, Char-
lotte Avis Schreier, Ella Simao, Brenya Elizabeth 
Smigala, Sebastian Henry Sobieralski, Jacob 
Sottile, Adeline Anne Sponzo, Alexis Liberty 
St. Onge, Georgie Taylor, Catherine Thatford, 
Nikolas Brooks Ulion, Brynley Veilleux, Emma 
Katherine Viniconis, Elijah Waltz, Kylie Wilson, 
Audrey Elizabeth Wright, Taylor Grace Wright.

High School Plans
 to Destroy Records

Confidential special education records and 
academic records for those students who gradu-
ated or withdrew from RHAM High School in 
2020 will be destroyed after July 10.

Records may be obtained prior to this date by 
contacting the special education office at 860-
228-5302.

Golf Tournament 
Coming 

AHM Youth and Family Services will hold 
its annual Golf Tournament Friday, July 17, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. AHM is 
currently looking for sponsors and players. 

Go to ahmyouth.org for more info.

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration 

CHOREs & TASKs – Job 
Opportunity for Teens

Are you a teen looking for summer work? 
AHM Youth and Family Services’ CHOREs & 
TASKs program is currently in need of teens 
aged 14-18 to work two-hour shifts for senior 
citizens age 60 and up living in Andover, Co-
lumbia, Hebron and Marlborough. 

Senior citizens have chores completed at no 
charge around their home and yard. Teenag-
ers age 14-18 can earn minimum wage and 
can choose multiple 2-hour shifts, a letter of 
recommendation for active involvement in the 
program, and learn communication, scheduling 
and time-management skills. Teens are paid by 
AHM Youth & Family Services.

For more information on these programs, 
and to apply for work, visit tinyurl.com/ahm-
chores.

Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool 
Summer Camp is open for all towns. The 
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa 
classroom and play yard at RHAM High 
School, and is for children ages 3-5 who have 
not yet started kindergarten. 

Hours are 9 a.m.-noon Monday through 
Friday. Families can choose to enroll for one 
to eight weeks. Children must turn 3 by Sept. 
1 and be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125. To register, go to ah-
myouth.recdesk.com/Community/Program? 
category=4.  Financial aid may be available 
for families who qualify by filling out the 
form at: ahmyouth.org/program-scholarship-
application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at bec-
kym@ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.
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OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM 
 OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

4 MAIN ST, PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE

860-568-3659
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

           @PUTNAMPLAZASUPERLIQUORS

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine WineSUPERLIQUORSCT.COM 
•on-line ordering •local 

delivery or pick up at store

MeiomiMeiomi
Pinot Pinot 
NoirNoir
750 ml750 ml

plus dep.plus dep.
$$15155454

Grey Grey 
Goose Goose 
VodkaVodka
750 ml750 ml

Long DrinkLong Drink
AssortedAssorted
6 Packs6 Packs
Excludes Strong DrinkExcludes Strong Drink

Jim BeamJim Beam
BourbonBourbon
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$39399999

$$10109999
WoodbridgeWoodbridge
WinesWines
AssortedAssorted
1.5 Liter1.5 Liter

WYNK WYNK THCTHC  
AssortedAssorted
4 Packs4 Packs
3mg THC3mg THC

$$777676
CupcakeCupcake
WinesWines
AssortedAssorted
750 ml750 ml

$$999999
The Retreat The Retreat 
Sauvignon Sauvignon 
BlancBlanc
750 ml750 ml

AperolAperol
AperitivoAperitivo
750 ml750 ml

$$25259999

 PRICES GOOD Thursday, July 2nd thru Sunday, July 25th, 2026.

PatrónPatrón
SilverSilver
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

Sun Cruiser Sun Cruiser 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans
AssortedAssorted

$$26269999
CoronaCorona
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans
AssortedAssorted

$$15159999 $$29299999
Hornitos Blanco Hornitos Blanco 
or Reposado or Reposado 
TequilaTequila
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$21219999
On The Rocks On The Rocks 
AssortedAssorted
CocktailsCocktails
750 ml750 ml

$$19199999$$17179999
Michelob Michelob 
Ultra Ultra 
18 Packs18 Packs
12 oz. Cans or Bottles12 oz. Cans or Bottles

High Noon High Noon 
Vodka Seltzers Vodka Seltzers 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans • Asst.12 oz. Cans • Asst.

$$27279999 $$12129999
BacardiBacardi
AssortedAssorted
RumRum
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter

$$19199999

$$12129999

$$35359999

Busch or Busch or 
Busch Light Busch Light 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$19199999plus dep.plus dep.

2023 Vintage - 90 Pts. 
Wine Enthusiast

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

MionettoMionetto
ProseccoProsecco
BrutBrut
750 ml750 ml

$$11777676

Michelob Ultra Zero Michelob Ultra Zero 
Non-AlcoholicNon-Alcoholic
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$12129999plus dep.plus dep.

Digital or 
Mail-InRebate 

  $8 OFF 
  final price
$27.99

Samuel Adams Samuel Adams 
Assorted Assorted 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans or 12 oz. Cans or Btls.Btls.

$$15159999plus dep.plus dep.

Lawson’sLawson’s
Sip of Sunshine Sip of Sunshine 
IPA 4 PackIPA 4 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

plus dep.plus dep.

Happy 4Happy 4thth  

              ofof July! July!

$$12129999

Athletic Assorted Athletic Assorted 
Non-AlcoholicNon-Alcoholic
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$15159999plus dep.plus dep.
$$449999
Fever TreeFever Tree
Premium MixersPremium Mixers
4 Packs4 Packs
12 oz. Btls.12 oz. Btls.

OPEN JULY 4th 9am - 6pm

plus dep.plus dep.

Coors Light or Coors Light or 
Miller Lite Miller Lite 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$25259999plus dep.plus dep.

CIT7-2-25
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK – 8:00am-6:00pm

Paul’s Famous 
Produce Stand 

Now Open!!
(860) 267-0143

www.pumpkintown.com
www.paulsandsandys.com

Jarred Sauces, Jams, Jellies, 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Soaps & MORE!

PLUS Local Maple 
Syrup & Honey

Featuring the
freshest fruits

and veggies from
LOCAL farms!93 EAST HIGH ST.

RT. 66 – EAST HAMPTON

R
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Regional • Regional • Regional • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional  • Regional • Regional 

Police Cadets Seek Members
Teens considering a job in law enforcement 

or the military, or just want to serve the com-
munity, are invited to join the Connecticut State 
Police Cadet program.

The program meets twice a month on 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the State Po-
lice barracks in Colchester and we are looking 

for both male and females ages 13-20. The Ca-
det program has been in existence since 2007 
and focuses on building confidence, improving 
physical fitness and leadership training.

If interested in attending a meeting or for 
more information, call 860-465-5468 or email 
troopkcadets028@gmail.com.

CCSU Dean’s List
The following area students made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at Central Connecticut State 
University:

Amston: Dakota Babbitt
Andover: Alaric Erami, Quinn Mcshane, 

Samera Raza
Cobalt: Zakary Robichaud
Colchester: Heather Apinis, Allie Donovan, 

Zack England, Tiffany Gallicchio, Katherine 
Grelotti, Allyson Hickey, Grant Johnson, Calem 
LePage, Rebecca Magyarik, John Marburger, 
Tyler Nguyen, Eve Marie Svata, David Wrinn, 
Zeek Zurita.

East Hampton: Sydney Blyler, Natalia Calvo, 
Austin Cuthbertson, Patrick Gavrylchuk, Ni-
cole Koval, Noelle Lavender, Jimmy O’Brien, 
Matthew Penn, Konrad Piech, Mikaela Rich, 

Christopher Ruggiero, Katherine Searles.
Hebron: Neelia Bergeron, Chloe Cadenhead, 

Maja Knutsen, Lauren Lord, Ryan Nolt, Harris 
Reid.

Marlborough: Addison Brown, Emma 
Chase, Micayla Chicoine, Maxwell Czarnecki, 
Kara Goldstein, Izzy Henderson, Daniel Mc-
Guire, Ace McLeod, Isabelle Mondo, Jake Pan-
telone, Carolyn Parker, Jake Soboleski, Sam Spi-
nelli, Annalise Tyminski, Xaden Vardanian.

Portland: Amanda Austin, Julia Capello, 
Molly Coleman, Sasha Connolly, Jenna Con-
verse, Noah Decker, Bethany Doscher, Kadir 
Hamidovic, Mckenzie LaMalfa, Katherine Mc-
Grew, Travis Poulin, Bridget Reddington, Elliott 
Rowland, Dan Stewart, Lillian Tabellione, John 
Thompson, McKayla Wilk.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
E4
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4-

26

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 6.15% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 

W  E   A   L   T   H®

R
E 
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26
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
95 Glastonbury Blvd, Suite 205, Glastonbury, CT 06033

CI
T6

-2
5-

26

Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Farmers MarketFarmers Market
Hosted by Zina’s CucinaHosted by Zina’s Cucina

Every Wednesday through October 14, Every Wednesday through October 14, 
from 4-7from 4-7pmpm.  Located on the .  Located on the 
Marlborough Town GreenMarlborough Town Green

SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.

RE7-3-26
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— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

Cathyann Schulte  860-450-2682 
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com • 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Beautifully updated Cape With 2 Car Garage! Gorgeous Wood Work! Fireplace! Fenced 
Yard! Kennel! Deck overlooking beautiful Yard!  Newer roof, siding, windows, bathroom 

and drilled well!
A Must See!  $325,000.00
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Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Starting at

$3,799

This Father's Day, stop into your local Exmark dealership to �nd 
out how Quest and Radius are built for dads who mow best!

If something is worth doing,
It’s worth doing right.

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT  06415

Starting at

$6,699*

(860) 537-3431
www.ganos.com

*Financing Options Available
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NEVER APOLOGIZE FOR BEING PATRIOTIC!

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)  (860) 537-3431
Colchester, CT 06415          www.ganos.com

Happy 
Birthday 
America!

250 Years of Freedom 
paid for in the blood & 
sweat of all those that 
have defended this 
great nation!

From all of at 
Ganos, have a 
Safe & Happy 

4th of July Holiday!

1776 - 2026
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Happy 4th of July
from our Fresca family

to yours!

Fresca will be CLOSED Saturday, July 4th

through Sunday, July 5th.
Chill out with your grill out and we’ll be back on July 7th!

Check us out on FB!860-531-9234
232 New London Rd., Colchester, CT 06415

www.FrescaBarAndGrill.com

RE11-29-24

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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www.ironchris.com

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Course Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • $15 plate charge for sharing

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

“PET OF THE WEEK”

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc.
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting
CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES 
NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722

WWW.POAINC.ORG

C
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1-year-old Dachshund 
mix weighing 20 
pounds. This friendly, 
affectionate boy loves 
people and craves 
human companionship. 
He’s happiest when he’s 
with his people and 
would do best in a home 
where he won’t be left 
alone for long periods. 
He’s the perfect fun 
size. Scoopable, cuddly, 
and has a gorgeous 
look that commands 

attention.  Dustin is a young, active dog who 
will thrive with plenty of exercise, playtime, and 
opportunities to explore. He’s still learning about the 
world around him and would benefit from continued 
leash training to help him become more relaxed and 
confident on walks. 

  Ozzy, 3mths,   is a 
snuggly big beautiful 
boy!   He has a great 
personality and   is 
great with dogs and 
little kids (gentle 
ones).   He has been 
a foster favorite and 
we know he will be 
yours too!
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Call Hebron Travel...
We’ll plan your next adventure!
All-Inclusive Resort Vacations
Ocean & River Cruises
European Tours
Eco Adventure Tours

Thinking of where to go
for your next vacation?

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

CERT Supports Summer Solstice Trail Run

CERT members from Hebron, Andover and Marlborough are shown with their new 
Emergency Management Vehicle. The vehicle serves as a command post and is fully 
equipped with first aid supplies, safety devices and other equipment used by CERT 
at the activities it supports – such as the recent Summer Solstice Trail Run.  

On Saturday, June 20, the Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) provided sup-
port to the Summer Solstice Trail Run at Gay 
City State Park in Hebron. The run included 
three-mile, five-mile and eight-mile courses 
along the park’s trails.

CERT – which features volunteers from He-
bron, Marlborough and Andover – stationed 
several teams at various locations along the trail 
to assist anyone who might sustain an injury 
while running. CERT recently obtained new ra-
dios that are used for communication with the 
teams. The Hebron Fire Department provided 
additional support with an ambulance and an 
all-terrain vehicle, which was available to assist 
anyone who might become injured while run-

ning.
During the run, CERT members provided 

first aid to several runners who sustained mi-
nor fall injuries while traversing the course. 
There were no serious injuries, but the CERT 
and Hebron Fire Department members were 
on hand to provide assistance should that have 
happened.

Following the event, CERT members enjoyed 
a breakfast cooked on site and shared informa-
tion about the successes of the day.

CERT is always looking for new members. 
Visit HebronCT.com for more information on 
CERT or email Paul Bancroft at HebronEMD@
gmail.com.

Residents Say ‘Vision’ Matters Most for Town Manager
By Toriana Williams

Longtime Hebron Town Manager Andrew 
Tierney retired in the beginning of March after 
30 years of service. As Hebron begins its search 
for a new town manager, residents and board 
members gathered at a community forum to 
discuss what they hope to see in the town’s next 
leader. Interim Town Manager Donna Lanza is 
currently overseeing the day-to-day operations 
while the search continues.

During the public discussion, residents em-
phasized that the next manager should be finan-
cially savvy, approachable, patient, strategic and 
willing to guide Hebron through changing eco-
nomic conditions. While participants praised 
Tierney’s dedication and accessibility, many also 
said the town needs a leader who can commu-
nicate more clearly with residents, think strate-
gically about Hebron’s future and help build a 
long-term vision.

The forum, which was led by Bill Fraser of 
Strategic Government Resources (SGR), gave 
residents an opportunity to help shape the qual-
ities and priorities they’d like the Town Council 
to consider during the hiring process. Rather 
than just focusing on resumes or professional 
backgrounds, the majority of the conversation 
centered on leadership style and communica-
tion. One of the first topics discussed was ac-
cessibility.

Resident Kaitlin Hershey praised Tierney for 
always being available to residents but accessi-
bility alone is not enough.

“I do want to say that I think that our previ-
ous town manager was great at that. He was very 
accessible,” Hershey said of being able to walk 
into the town manager’s office and speak with 
someone. “But I would really love to see some-
one who is not only accessible, but approach-
able, and continues to be collaborative.”

She said today’s political climate makes pa-
tience more important than ever.

“We have a lot of folks across the board, 
young, old, angry, calm people who are working 
with the town, people who are just residents,” 
said Hershey. “I really want us to make sure that 
we are focusing on someone who is able to calm 
the situation, who’s able to … speak with kind-
ness to residents.”

Hershey added that social media has shown 
how quickly conversations can become heated. 
“When someone comes in a little hot into Face-
book, it doesn’t always end well,” she said.

Hershey explained that kindness is more than 
just being polite. “To me, patience and kindness 
are going to be huge for whoever steps into this 
role,” she said. “Those are not only … personal 
qualities, but those are also leadership qualities 
that I would really like to keep in this town.”

Fraser then asked whether the residents be-
lieved the next town manager needed a specific 
professional background or whether leadership 
qualities mattered more. After a brief pause 
with little response, Fraser joked that appar-
ently “they can be anything, which is great be-
cause … [it] opens your field a lot more,” which 
suggested personality and leadership were more 
important than a particular career path.

The discussion soon shifted toward Hebron’s 
biggest challenges. Resident Terry McManus 
said financial transparency should be one of the 
new manager’s highest priorities. “What I would 
like to find out as a citizen, just exactly what our 
finances are in this town,” said McManus.

He explained that many budget presentations 
are difficult for average residents to understand. 
“I’d like to understand all the terms used that 
come out during budget discussion. We have a 
lot of acronyms. I don’t understand what they 
all mean.”

McManus also said residents deserve a clear-
er picture of future borrowing. 

“I would like to see a real understandable ef-
fort to project how much money we’re going to 
need to borrow over the next five to 10 years,” 
he said. “I’m really concerned about the fiscal 
health of our town.”

He added that presenting financial informa-
tion in plain language “would be a great thing.”

Town Councilor Claudia Riley, a Democrat, 
agreed that Hebron’s financial future should be 
the top concern. “Honestly, we’re on an inflec-
tion point here and that is basically our financial 
survival,” Riley said.

She shared that recent budget challenges ex-
posed weaknesses that can no longer be ignored. 
“This year really exposed our vulnerabilities fi-
nancially, and how we are just basically patching 
it together and moving toward.”

Riley called financial stability “the number 
one thing, period” and said the town needs 
someone who can develop sustainable budgets 
while encouraging economic development.

“We need someone that’s going to come in 
and be brave, be strategic, tell us what we need 
to hear, even though we may not like it,” she 
said. “Then come up with a strategy, a very clear 
strategy, on how we’re going to move forward so 
that we can bring Hebron into the 21st century.”

Fraser noted that Hebron is far from alone.
“What you just described is not just Connect-

icut,” he said. “It’s certainly all of New England, 
and frankly, a good part of the country.” He ex-
plained that many communities have become 
increasingly dependent on residential property 
taxes while infrastructure costs continue to rise.

As the conversation continued, Riley reflect-
ed on how Hebron itself has changed. 

“A lot of people have the attitude where they 
don’t want change,” she said. “They want their 
bucolic farming community with rolling hills of 
corn or whatever.” 

However, she believes today’s Hebron is much 
different.

“Especially since COVID, the town has 
changed,” RIley said. “There are a lot of people 
that have moved into this town. … The demo-
graphic has certainly changed.”

She described what she called “two universes 
in Hebron.” “You have sort of the [original] citi-
zenry of the town … and then you have people 
that have moved into Hebron in the last 15, 20 
years that moved here because of the beauti-
ful scenery and the countryside and the great 
schools but are probably seeking for more ser-
vices with respect to the rate of taxes that they’re 
paying.”

McManus later raised another issue involving 
communication with residents. “When we come 
to referendum time, the statistics that are pub-

lished for the referendum are so complicated to 
understand,” he said. He said he hopes the next 
town manager can find “an easier way to present 
this data for our referendum decision-making.”

During another portion of the meeting, Fra-
ser explained exactly what the town manager’s 
role is. “The manager is the chief administrative 
officer of the town,” he said. “They work for the 
elected town council, then run the town.”

He explained that while the council establish-
es policies and approves budgets, the manager 
oversees daily operations and supervises town 
employees. “The manager is the council’s only 
employee,” Fraser shared. “Everyone else works 
for the manager.”

He also described the unique balancing act 
the position requires. “They’re also the fulcrum 
between the staff and the … elected officials and 
the community.”

Riley then reflected on Tierney’s legacy while 
explaining what she hopes will change.

“I think Andy really excelled operationally,” 
she said. “He really excelled as far as …  the nuts 
and the bolts and the roads and the fire depart-
ment and the EMS service and all that stuff.”

But she said she believes the next manager 
should add another dimension.

“What I would love to see, and what we lacked 
previously, is a little bit more of a visionary, a 
strategic thinker and a planner,” she said. Riley 
then questioned whether the town even has a 
long-term strategic plan. 

“We need somebody that has a vision strategy 

of how we’re going to move here and forward 
in the near term … versus the long-term, the 
three-, five-, seven-year plan,” she said. “If the 
person can do that, they just hit it right out of 
the park.”

Fraser agreed that communities increasingly 
want managers who bring new ideas.

“More and more people are wanting … a vi-
sionary leader or an entrepreneurial-type man-
ager,” he said. At the same time, he cautioned 
that innovative managers need strong support 
from elected officials if they are going to suc-
ceed.

Hershey built on Riley’s comment and said 
that Hebron has an opportunity to embrace 
fresh thinking. 

“I think that we have a real opportunity for 
some new ideas and some fresh blood that I 
would really love to see take us into this next 
generation of whatever Hebron is,” she said.

She also encouraged broader perspectives 
throughout town government. “It’d be great to 
get some different thoughts circulating in our 
town. I really think that we would benefit from 
that.”

Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a Demo-
crat, added toward the end of the forum that 
the town manager position is “a critically im-
portant hire, and the council takes this very 
seriously, and we’re confident we’re going to 
bring somebody in with the right expertise 
and the forward-thinking vision, as [Riley] 
has mentioned.”

Resident Graduates
Amston resident Douglas Blinn recently 

graduated from Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
in Worcester, Mass. 

Blinn majored in biochemistry.

Resident Graduates
Mary Ciarrocchi of Hebron recently graduat-

ed from Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn.
Ciarrocchi earned a Bachelor of Science de-

gree with honors, in publishing.

Residents in
Pan-Mass Challenge

Three local residents will be among more 
than 6,000 cyclists taking part in the Pan-Mass 
Challenge (PMC) Aug. 1-2 to raise money for 
cancer research and patient care at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. 

Hebron residents Sara Tarca and Liam Bane, 
and Amston resident Daniel Foley, are all par-
ticipating in the two-day bike-a-thon across 
Massachusetts.

For the 20th consecutive year, 100 percent 
of every rider-raised dollar at the PMC will go 
directly to Dana-Farber, one of the nation’s top 
three hospitals for cancer research and care. For 
more information, visit www.pmc.org.

Dean’s List
Amston residents Autumn Worthen and 

Douglas Blinn made the spring 2026 Dean’s List 
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 
Mass

Worthen is a member of the class of 2027 ma-
joring in biomedical engineering, and Blinn is 
a member of the class of 2026 majoring in bio-
chemistry.

***
Mya Strumskas of Hebron made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at American International Col-
lege in Springfield, Mass

Resident Graduates
Taylor Sackett of Hebron recently graduated 

from Roger Williams University in Bristol, R.I.
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That’s a Hike!… On June 6, eight kids from the Christ Lutheran Church youth 
group (and seven adults) successfully hiked to the top of Castle Craig in Meridan 
which is 1,000’ in elevation. The castle is noted for being the highest point, closest 
to the Ocean between Maine and Florida. Pictured are, front row, Dallas Ferwerda, 
Nash Ferwerda and Nickolas Walcott; back row, Eliana Hardaway, Hannah Hardaway, 
Gemma Stachelek Tyler Walcott and Kurt Hermann. Not pictured but also attending 
was Dakota Ferwerda.

Hebron Summer Concert Series
The Town Center Project (TTCP) announc-

es the return of the Hebron Summer Concert 
Series. Concerts will take place Friday nights 
through August, on the side lawn of 17 Main 
St., Century 21. Picnics welcome!

The remaining lineup is: July 10: The Big Deal 
– featuring Motown and southern rock; July 17: 
ZZ Not – a ZZ Top tribute band; July 24: The 
Bart Bryant Band – he’s performed original mu-
sic on this stage and at Hebron Maple Fest in 

the past; July 31: Bonnie Jacobson and Friends – 
local, veteran musician who performs regularly 
with acoustic originals; Aug. 14: One Part Har-
mony – a local duo playing folk, country and 
rock music.

Follow on Facebook at facebook.com/town-
centerprojectinc for current updates, or at www.
thetowncenterproject.org for more information 
on TTCP.

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday 
Mass at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and 
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays 
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone 
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both 
groups are on hiatus for the summer months. 
Rehearsals will resume in mid-September.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is July 12. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is July 28. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community 
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s 
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working 
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, 
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. 
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment 
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side 
garage door). Donations can also be brought to 
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in 
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through 
September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.

 Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
All types of household cleaning products (criti-
cal need); TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry 
pods & dryer sheets; new combs & hairbrushes; 
toiletries; men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer 
briefs (M,L XL,2XL) & women’s briefs (sizes 
6-10); and 8x10 tarps (green or brown, no blue) 
for the Outreach Program. Place bagged dona-
tions in the oak collection box next to the CHF 
Cry Room or the designated bin in the STC 
entryway. Contact Monica (860-228-4211) for 
more information.

Defining a Sense of Place
To celebrate America 250, the Hebron Histor-

ical Society will formally open its exhibit “He-
bron – Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of 
Cyberspace” on Saturday, July 4, from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., at the Old Town Hall (26 Main Street, 
Hebron) following Hebron’s Independence Day 
oratorial event. 

The exhibit, funded in part by the Hebron 
Greater Together Community Fund, will trace 
the town’s past from shortly after the retreat of 
the glaciers 10,000 years ago to today. Visitors 
will be able to engage with aspects of Hebron’s 
history, particularly those events that led up to 
the Revolutionary War. On display will be rare 
documents identifying Hebron residents who 
served in the Continental Army, as well as those 
who supported the war effort at home.

At that time, Hebron became a town divided 
between those who supported rebelling against 
England, those who felt rebellion was not war-
ranted and those trying to remain neutral.  
Sixty Hebron men marched to Massachusetts 
after the Battle of Lexington and Concord in 

1775. Hebron selectmen attempted to confis-
cate the property that is now Burnt Hill Park 
from Abigail Peters and her large family when 
her husband died supporting the British cause.  
Enslaved Cesar Peters, Pomp Mundo and their 
families were dispossessed by the Connecticut 
Legislature because their owner was in England, 
but didn’t free them leaving their futures unre-
solved.

 Throughout the exhibit is a theme that peo-
ple and events in Hebron’s past changed the land 
itself.  While Indigenous hunting and farming 
slightly modified the land, early settlers cleared 
the forests for fields.  This created soil erosion 
by exposing the glacial cobbles below.  Hebron’s 
numerous stonewalls are evidence of this major 
modification to the land, the historical society 
said.

By looking at the past, the historical society 
said, visitors will better understand why Hebron 
appears the way it does today and reflect upon 
how the town will develop in the future.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
weekly events and more information, call the 
library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.
org.

Holiday Closings: The library will be closed 
July 3 and 4 for the Independence Day holiday. 
Online services will be available.

Adult Programs: Friday Film: July 10, 1 p.m. 
The Patriot (rated R) will be shown. Free pop-
corn and water will be served.

Summer Reading: Each time you check out 
an item you will receive a ticket to enter the 
raffle.

Teen Programs: Arts & Crafts: Friday, July 

10, 2-3 p.m. Register to stop in and paint a flow-
erpot.

Dungeons & Dragons Campaign: Wednes-
days, 5:45-7:45 p.m. Ages 10 and up are invited 
to join this weekly campaign. Registration re-
quested. 

Children’s Programs: Mini Golf: Saturday, 
July 6, 1-4 p.m., in the library community room. 

Tween Cooking Series: Tuesday, July 7, 10 
a.m. Learn to make an easy recipe.

Drumming Circle: Wednesday, July 8, 6 p.m. 
Registration requested. 

Family Movie: Thursday, July 9, 1 p.m. Bad 
Guys 2 will be shown. 

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. 

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. Training sessions 
still meeting at the church on Saturdays from 
8–9 a.m.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

A Walk in Their Shoes - Dementia Simu-
lation: Tuesday, July 7, 11 a.m. Join Heather 
Toutain from The Residence of Glastonbury as 
she will take you through a simulation experi-
ence to better understand with what living with 
Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia can be 
like. You will be guided through the challenges 
of compromised vision, hearing and dexterity, 
which all affect cognition.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Trips are now Thurs-
days at 8:15 a.m. Pre-registration is required by 
noon the day before. Call 860-228-1700 to reg-
ister. Schedule: July 9, Walmart; July 16, Stop & 
Shop; July 23, Big Y; July 30, Walmart. 

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. 
(pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga, 
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with Paul 
Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Summer hours are un-
derway. Services will be at 9 a.m., followed by 
a coffee hour in the parish hall. Rite 2 will be 
celebrated through July, and Rite 1 in August. 
The service is streamed live on Facebook; visit 
www.stpetershebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends 
via Zoom for an online social gathering.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of 
Hebron for use by local nonprofits. The church 

is also a supporter of Project Hope homeless 
shelter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Contact the church 
for more information on the following: Bal-
ance Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Con-
nect: Mondays at 2 p.m.; Virtual Zoom Coffee 
Hour:  Wednesdays at 10 a.m. – contact office 
for access information; Choir: Wednesdays at 
6 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mon-
days at 4 p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Lit-
urgy, Pastoral Care and Vestry.  The Women’s 
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sun-
day each month for crafting and fellowship. 
The St. Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration 
Planning group meets the third Thursday of 
each month at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join.

Holiday Closing
The Hebron Transfer Station will be 

closed Saturday, July 4, in observation of 
Independence Day.
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Independence Day Celebration
All are invited to begin their Independence 

Day celebration in true Hebron fashion by 
gathering at 9 a.m. on July 4 outside the Old 
Town Hall in the center of town.

This year’s program will feature the presen-
tation of the 250th Oratorical Essay Contest 
Award, where the winning student will pres-
ent the winning essay.

The one-hour program will also include 
patriotic music, songs, and poetry, along with 
a commemorative Flag Ceremony conducted 
by local veterans. Hebron Scouts will assist in 

a public reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Also, visitors will have the opportunity to 
view a community collage reflecting what 
freedom means to many neighbors, purchase 
commemorative 250th anniversary merchan-
dise, and enter a raffle for a handmade quilt. 
The program will conclude with the address, 
“Let Freedom Ring.”

Attendees are asked to wear red, white and 
blue if they can, and bring or buy a bell to join 
in “Let Freedom Ring.”

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, which will next meet Wednesday, 
Aug. 5, at 7 p.m. The current series is: “Seven 
Christian Rules Christians Should Break as Of-
ten as Possible.” Women’s Bible Study will be 

Thursday, July 9, at 6:30 p.m. Topic: Prayer.
There is also a Weekly Podcast during which 

Hardaway discusses biblical topics. This week’s 
topic: Romans 8. To access the podcasts, go to 
clchebron.org and click on “Our Pastor,” or ac-
cess via the CLC Facebook Page 

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration 
for summer camp (ages 5-12) is open. Camp 
is held weekly, and runs through the week of 
Aug. 10-14. For more information, call director 
Jennifer Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application 
forms are at www.clecchebron.org.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Wet and Messy Camp: July 6-10, 8-11 a.m., 
at Hebron Elementary School. In this camp 
your child will make slime, goo, puffy paint, oo-
bleck, engage in experiences, and more. 

Crafty Kid Adventure Camp: July 6-10, 
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at HES, for ages 5-10.  

Kids will engage in guided drawing, painting, 
creating canvases and more. 

Building Up STEAM Using Lego: July 13-
17, 9 a.m.-noon, at HES, for grades K-1. Chil-
dren work independently and cooperatively as 
they begin to explore simple machines using 
Lego Duplo early childhood materials. 

STEAM Works Using Lego: July 13-17, 1-4 
p.m., at HES, for grades 2-5. Children will work 
with standard Lego materials to solve engineer-
ing challenges involving structure, levers, gears, 
pulleys, and other elements of simple machines. 

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship – Summer Hours Now in Effect: 
Sunday worship is at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
coffee hour at 10:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. 

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Outdoor Garden Summer Worship: 
This summer, the church will offer two oppor-
tunities to worship outdoors in the church’s gar-
den space. Outdoor worship will be Sundays, 
July 12 and Aug. 23, at 9:30 a.m. Remember to 
dress for the weather and bring your water and 
lawn chair. Note: in case of inclement weather, 
worship will move indoors to the sanctuary.

Summer Potluck and Prayer Gatherings: 
All are invited for two special evenings of food, 
fellowship, and prayer this summer. Just bring a 
sweet or savory cookout dish to share. The first 
gathering is Wednesday, July 22, at 6 p.m.

Members of the Peters family gathered at Burnt Hill Park on Saturday, June 20, 
for the town’s annual Juneteenth Celebration. The family – descendants of formerly 
enslaved Hebron resident Cesar Peters – organized the program. 

Juneteenth Celebration a Grand Success
On Saturday, June 20, the sun shone on Burnt 

Hill Park for Hebron’s fifth annual Juneteenth 
Celebration. The event was a partnership be-
tween the Coalition on Diversity & Equity 
(CoDE) and the Peters family – descendants of 
formerly enslaved Hebron resident Cesar Pe-
ters. Members of the Peters family organized 
the program.

A special part of this year’s event was the 
Hebron Town Council issuing a proclamation 
naming June 20, 2026 Juneteenth Celebration 
Day and Peters Family Day in Hebron. Chair-
woman Tiffany Thiele read the proclamation 
as council members Sean Fitzgerald, Jan Law-
rence, and Claudia Riley, and interim town 
manager Donna Lanza looked on — with hugs 
all around following the reading.

Singing, dancing, drumming, and saxophone 
playing, kids’ games – an d a wonderful sharing 
by members of the Peters family about their his-
tory and ancestry – rounded out the day. Craig 

Wright served up delicious soul food, with Lisa 
Johnson providing the poundcake.

Many groups and people partnered to make 
the day a success. They included: Town of He-
bron, Hebron Parks & Rec Department (Craig 
Bryant, director), Hebron Historic Properties 
Commission (Mary Ann Foote, chairperson), 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Gilead Hill Con-
gregational Church, and Douglas Library.

Performers included: Charles Taylor IV 
(saxophone); Edith Peters and grandchildren 
(singers); JAB Singers (Jahdaia Smith, Alonna 
Thompson, Joshua Smith, Daelynn Holloway), 
Karl Jancis, teacher, and RHAM Middle School 
students (dancing); and Anna Bech and Loretta 
Heinan (poem).

Members of the Peters family who helped 
plan and organize the event included Zakiyyah 
Hassan, Janis Peters, Jay Whitsett, Edith Peters, 
and Karleka Norman.
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Scholarship Awarded… The Congregational Church of East Hampton recently 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Grace Pekar, daughter of Kristine and Mark Pekar.  
The scholarship was given because of her dedication to school, community and church. 
She will be attending Ithaca College in Ithaca, N.Y., and studying music. 

Successful Softball Season… The East Hampton/East Haddam Majors Little League 
softball team had a strong season this year, advancing to the District 11 championship 
game. Pictured are, front row: Bridey Erlandson, Charlotte Arnold, Claire Roberge; 
back row: Bristol Terry, Cam Sweeney, Olivia Gianinoto, Victoria Dean, Scarlett Ware, 
Ivy Caselli, Paisley McKnight. Not pictured: Opal Cone. Manager is Chris Arnold, 
and coaches are George Krug and Wes Terry.

Tennis Program 
for Adults

The East Hampton Recreation tennis 
program for adults is held every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8-11 a.m., at the 
East Hampton High School courts. 

Players from all Rivereast towns are wel-
come. This mixed-doubles program is free, 
requires no partners and is open to all levels 
of adult play, except beginner. Pre-registra-
tion is not required; just show up. 

For more information, call or text Natalie 
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Where’s Bell?
The Friends of East Hampton Public Library, 

in partnership with businesses in East Hamp-
ton, is holding the third annual “Where’s Bell?” 
contest through July 31.

Pick up a game sheet for free at the East 
Hampton Public Library, then during the 
month of July stop by as many participating 
businesses as possible and find the Bell mascot 
hidden within. 

Those that return their game sheets to the li-
brary by Aug. 7 will be entered into prize raffles 
based on how many businesses they were able to 
check off the list; attached receipts from partici-
pating businesses earn you additional chances 
to win. This year’s prizes are sponsored by Carl 
Guild & Associates. 

For more information, email friendsofehpl@
gmail.com.

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon 
providing the sermon. 

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
the office at 860-267-5989. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11:30 a.m. at St. Bridget and 
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
St. Patrick, and on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
St. Bridget.



Page 26	 NEWS BULLETIN • July 3, 2026

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

Eagle Scout Shelving… Aiden Gora of East Hampton Boy Scout Troop 8 designed 
and built new shelving for the East Hampton Senior Center Have a Heart Boutique 
as part of his Eagle Scout project. Aiden installed the piece on June 5 with help from 
his dad, Adam Gora. Pictured are Aiden and senior center director Holly Marrero.

Old Home Days 5K
The 2026 Old Home Days Rails-to-Trails 5K 

Run will be at 7 p.m. Friday, July 10. This is a 
point-to-point 5K race that will start at Con-
necticut Draft Horse Rescue. 

Shuttle buses will be provided starting at 6 
p.m., departing from Center School. There will 
be no parking at the start. New for 2026, the last 
shuttle bus departs Center School at 6:35 p.m. 
The race starts promptly at 7 p.m. 

The first mile of the race leads you down 
Chestnut Hill Road to Route 16, crossing over 
Route 16 to Alden’s Crossing and taking a right 
onto the Air Line Trail. You will continue ap-
proximately two miles down the shade covered 
Air Line Trail, crossing Forest Street, exiting at 

the Company One Firehouse on Barton Hill, 
left onto Main Street and right into the Center 
school driveway to the finish line at the Old 
Home Days fairground. 

Entry fee is $25. If you pre-register before 
June 22, all participants that preregister will get 
a free 2026 race T-shirt. Last-minute registra-
tion and bib pickup will be at Center School 
gym Thursday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Friday, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. There will be no bib pick-up at the 
starting line.

Register at www.EHOHD.org. For more in-
formation, contact Elisha Milton at 860-655-
2743 or OHDrailstotrails@gmail.com.

Recreation News
East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call 
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Mad Science Camp: July 13-17, 9 a.m.-noon, 
at Center School, for ages 5-10. Cost is $115. 

Art Explosion Camp: July 20-24, 9 a.m.-
noon, at Center School, for ages 5-10. Cost is 
$115.

Hoop it Up Basketball Camp: July 13-17, 
9:30-11:30 a.m., at Center School, for grades 
1-6. Cost is $140. 

Coastal Christmas in July: July 29, 6:30-8 
p.m., at Town Hall. Fee is $45.

Camp Wildwood at Lake Pocotopaug at 
Sears Park: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., for ages 
6-12. Cost is $225. 

Camp Scholarships: The Belltown Garden 
Club is offering three camp scholarships to en-
courage children to explore the outdoors, con-
nect with nature, and learn about gardening 
and the environment. Scholarships are avail-

able for one-week East Hampton Recreation 
programs, including Farm to Table, Nature Ex-
plorer Camp, Camp Wildwood, Beach & Water 
Play (pre-K) and Summer Camp at Sears Park. 
Families interested in applying for a scholarship 
for any of these week-long programs should 
contact the East Hampton Recreation Depart-
ment for application information and eligibility 
requirements.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The event 
will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a 
four-person scramble format. Lunch/dinner 
and two drink tickets are included for every 
golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for dinner 
($50). Sponsorship options available as well. 
A highlight of this year’s tournament will be a 
Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will have a 
chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There 
will also be a raffle contest and prizes. The tour-
nament benefits East Hampton Sears Park Play-
ground equipment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

Help Keep Lake Pocotopaug Healthy
Homeowners who live both on Lake Pocoto-

paug and in the watershed can take advantage 
of the town’s LakeSmart Program to help keep 
the lake clean. 

The LakeSmart program offers advice on 
things homeowners can do to their properties 
– such as limiting use of fertilizers (especially 
bad ones with high phosphorus or nitrogen 
contents). Homeowners can learn about things 
to do to prevent water runoff, such as adding 
plantings on downhill slopes, creating perme-
able pathways, and the proper use of gutters and 

downspouts on houses. 
The Friends of the Lake Association also of-

fers a $100 reimbursement (with receipts) to any 
homeowner in the Lake Pocotopaug watershed 
area who has consulted with the LakeSmart 
Program and uses their specific recommenda-
tions to make improvements to their property. 

For more information or to set up a no-cost 
appointment with members of the Conserva-
tion Lake Commission, call John Purple at 860-
416-2992 or Shawn Mullen at 860-267-7300.

Old Home Days Returns for 46th Year 
The community tradition known as Old 

Home Days, affectionately called the “Glorious 
Celebration,” returns for its 46th year on July 9, 
10 and 11.

With roots dating back to 1910 and the 
founding of the Village Improvement Society, 
Old Home Days continues to celebrate commu-
nity spirit and East Hampton traditions. Today, 
the event is organized entirely by the dedicated, 
all-volunteer Old Home Days Committee and 
funded solely through generous donations from 
local residents and businesses.

This year’s America 250 theme, “Bells, Boats 
and Birth of Our Nation,” will be front and cen-
ter during the annual parade on Saturday, July 
11, at 11 a.m. Parade participants are invited to 
showcase and honor a local business in their 
float designs. Marching bands, local business-
es, community organizations and residents are 
encouraged to take part. Parade registration is 
available at www.ehohd.org.

Families can look forward to the return of 

Marenna Amusements, offering rides for all 
ages, along with free nightly entertainment on 
the main stage and delicious food from local 
civic groups and vendors	 .

Each evening, 15 children’s bikes, complete 
with helmets, will be given away to children un-
der 12. One free ticket per child per night will 
be available at the front entrance beginning at 6 
p.m., with drawings held between 7 and 8 p.m.

Also returning is the fifth annual “Rails to 
Trails” 5K, kicking off at 7 p.m. on Friday, July 
10. Race details, registration information and 
the full schedule of events can be found at www.
ehohd.org.

Old Home Days remains a true community 
celebration made possible by volunteers, do-
nors, local businesses and the residents who 
continue to support this long-standing East 
Hampton tradition.

For more information, parade registration, 
race details and the full event schedule, visit 
www.ehohd.org.

EHMS Honor Roll
Honor Roll students for the fourth quarter of 

the 2025-26 school year at East Hampton Mid-
dle School are:

Grade Eight
High Honors: Anabela Amarel, Pranud An-

thony, Juliana Aresco, Wade Aresco, Daniel 
Arndt, Nicholas Bagley, Cassandra Bombaci, 
Whimsy Brand, Charlotte Burgin, Colton Bur-
gin, Ryley Cohen, Abigail Coleman, Alexa 
Colwell, Ella Conforto, Abigail Coyne, Natalie 
Dean, Kayleigh Doll, Mia DonAroma, Aubree 
Dunnells, Jacob Duranleau, Kayla Engelhardt, 
Evelyn Fielding, Brayden Formigilo, Clara Fou-
lis, Lucas Gionfriddo, Cayden Guite, Sofia Hal-
ey, Jackson Hall, Lennox Hanna, Brooke Hawes, 
Madison Herman, Callahan Hines, Mira Ho-
gan, Zoe Holzer, Gabriel Hunt, Taylor Karabet-
sos, Adriana Karas, Thomas Kellogg, Isabella 
Kiernan, Keegan King, Chanuk Kulatunga, 
Emilia Luparia, Olivia Luparia, Sara Maalouf, 
Josslyn Marrero, Cameron Marzi, Natalie Max-
well, Cole McCarthy-Nowak, Charles Montal-
bano, William Muzzy, Grayden O’Hearn, Carter 
Pattison, Tiffany Pinzon, Bryson Rall, Mia Ric-
ciardelli, Emma Roberge, Tyler Roman, Riley 
Rosa, Sophie Roy, Jaksin Sandquist, Isabella 
Secondo, Luca Serra, Emily Stiles, Abigail Tin-
ney, Trevor Ushchak, Sophia Vargas Mendez, 
Lukas Werme, Jackson Wilks, Harper Wood-
son, Zachary Zabroski.

Honors: Mila Chipman, Madison Connors, 
Calum Danaher, Pierce Drobiak, Alexander 
Farrell, Mason Ferguson, Tobias Finn, Av-
ery Gaughran, Nolan Hilton, Elijah Kramer, 
Brayden Landry, Zackary Lavender, Joseph Plo-
szay, Jacob Sylvester, Devin Werme.

Grade Seven
High Honors: Bridget Adams, Gianna Baio, 

Anthony Balamucki, Calan Bengtson, Jayden 
Caliskan, Michael Cerreta, Connor Chretien, 
MariAnna D’Amore, Hudson D’Elia, Allie 
Dipace, Emmie Dugan, Hunter Ellis, Audrey 
Embacher, Emma Emery, Anabia Fahd, Lucas 
Farias, Isabelle Fromme, Avery Gelineau, Ol-
ivia Gianinoto, Brayden Goodwin, Alex Gora, 
Owen Grendzinski, Cecelia Guest, Kennedy 

Hall, Autumn Hatcher, Aiden Heath, Gabri-
ella Hill, Grace Holman, Lillian Jewart, Gracie 
Johnson, Benjamin Kennedy, Thomas Kokus, 
Alice Kowalewski, Ava Kroeber, Gavin Ladue, 
Matthew Lessard, Matylda Lukaszczyk, Elaina 
Matte, Leah McCormick, Kaylani Melendez, 
Kaylee Melendez, Blake Milardo, Kayla Mit-
kiewicz, Ainsley Mortimer, Liam Mutters, Ri-
ley O’Connor, Bryson Paddock, Ravin Perera, 
Ashley Phillips, Aaron Pierson, Aiden Pierson, 
Logan Pinkleton, Ella Ploszay, Blake Rau, Max 
Rawlinson, Bryanna Ray, Savannah Russo, Mai-
ya Sadowski, Joseph Salafia, Mason Seaman, 
Alexandria Smith, Josie Tiano, Alessia Vargas 
Mendez, Philip Vincuilla, Maria Vitiello, Jeffrey 
Walitynski, Scarlett Ware, Katherine White, Dy-
ani Williams, Evan Yacono.

Honors: Mitchell, Bombaci, Kadyel Cardona, 
Dylan Gionfriddo, Collin Kloepfer, Bella Mac-
Neil, Kaiden Shakir, Lukas Vai, Lionel Wilson, 
Veda Youngs.

Grade Six
High Honors: Blake Aresco, Charlotte Ar-

nold, Jarek Barillaro, Ivy Caselli, Colby Chris-
tensen, William Clark, Taelyn Colwell, Fiona 
Coyne, Islay Danaher, Abigayle Defond, Vio-
lette DeSimone, Henry Distin, Michelle Drlik, 
Rylan Ellison, Sawyer Farrell, Whitney Fielding, 
James Finn, Colin Fitzgerald, Benjamin Foulis, 
Mason Gorra, Lucas Granatowski, Kayla Hawk, 
Miles Hibbeler, Aria Hinds, Willow Kelley, 
Natalie Kellogg, Brennan King, William Krotky, 
Connor LaBonia, Eli LaPlant, Charlize Lemire, 
Gabriella Martino, Aiden Mathieu, Quinn 
Mathieu, Charles McCarthy-Nowak, Oliver 
McCarthy-Nowak, Sawyer McCarthy-Nowak, 
Cash McGlynn, Ashlyn McWade, Colin Meier, 
Francis Mezzatesta, Lorenzo Milardo, Mia Mo-
jica Encarnacion, Camden Montalbano, Isabelle 
Nunes, Cooper O’Hearn, Jordan Ortuso, Megyn 
Perez, Owen Phillips, John Reis, Scarlette Re-
mele, Claire Roberge, Jonah Robinson, Jeremy 
Royce, Brooke Scanlon, Peyton Schoonerman, 
Lorenzo Secondo, Marco Serra, Bodhi Shumbo-
Jenks, Violet Smith, Melania Wiesner, Harper 
Wilcox, Joel Zavattero, Nolan Zavattero.

Honors: Calista Armitage, David Burgh, 
Scarlett Coleman, Noah Faucher, Quinn Gould, 
Hailey Guiheen, Jillian Meacham, Benjamin 
Munoz, Dalton Neary, Brody Pinney, Hans 
Smutz, Addison Trombino, Ian Williams.

Police News
6/24: Myles Byrnes, 29, of Clinton, was ar-

rested and charged with second-degree threat-
ening, first-degree harassment, and disorderly 
conduct, East Hampton Police said.

6/26: Aiden Hoyt, 20, of Middletown, was ar-
rested and charged with evading\ responsibility 
resulting in injury or property damage, failure 
to grant right-of-way at a highway junction, fal-
sifying marker plates (misuse), illegal operation 
of a motor vehicle under suspension and illegal 
operation of motor vehicle without insurance, 
police said.

6/27: Ted Theriault, 48, of East Hampton, was 

arrested and charged with driving under the in-
fluence and failure to drive right, police said.

6/28: Jonathan Mieszkowicz, 23, of Colches-
ter, was arrested and charged with driving un-
der the influence and failure to drive right, po-
lice said.

6/28: Robert Valli, 65, of East Hampton, was 
issued arrested and charged with driving under 
the influence and failure to drive right, police 
said.

From June 15-28, officers responded to 33 
medical calls, 12 motor vehicle crashes and 16 
alarms, and made 290 traffic stops, police said.

Dean’s List
Camryn Sprague of East Hampton made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Assumption Univer-
sity in Worcester, Mass. 	

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-

nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.
A small group of volunteers will sort, clean 

and price the donations. Items not accepted: 
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise 
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style 
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that 

can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers 
and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on July 11 
and 25, Aug. 1 and Aug. 8. Drop-off is located at 
the lower end of the building in the garage area 
by Helping Hands, 27 Skinner St. Please do not 
drop off your donations at the main entrance to 
the building or on any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m., 
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Taxes Due
Taxes for real estate, personal property and 

motor vehicles levied on the Oct. 1, 2025 Grand 
List were due and payable July 1, and the final 
day to pay without penalty is Monday, Aug. 3. 
Real estate and personal property taxes totaling 
more than $100, as well as motor vehicle taxes 
totaling more than $500, may be paid in two 
equal installments.

Property owners are responsible for ensuring 
that all taxes are paid when due. Failure to re-
ceive a tax bill does not relieve the taxpayer of 
the responsibility to pay taxes owed, including 
any applicable interest charges for delinquent 
payments. If you did not receive your tax bill, 
please contact the Collector of Revenue at tax-
collector@easthamptonct.gov.

Late payments accrue interest at a rate of 

1.5% per month (18% annually) with a $2 mini-
mum interest charge, as required by state law. 
Payments legibly postmarked by the USPS on or 
before Aug. 3 are considered on time regardless 
of when they are received by the tax office.

Checks should be made payable to Town of 
East Hampton. Payments may be mailed to: 
Collector of Revenue, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. Payments may also be 
made online at www.easthamptonct.gov. Credit 
card payments are subject to a 3.25% conve-
nience fee. There is no fee for ACH/EFT pay-
ments.

Hours of collection: Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday: 8 a.m.-6:30 
p.m.; Friday: 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

DISCARDING RECORDS 
Class of 2019 and 2020 

The Student Services and Special Education 
Department of East Hampton will destroy any 
and all special education/504 records of students 
who graduated or would have graduated with the 
Class of 2019 and 2020.  These records may be 
helpful or necessary for future referrals to social 
security and other state services.  These records 
will be destroyed on July 20, 2026.
If any student, as described above, would like 
his/her special education/504 records, he/she 
must submit a written request for a copy of the 
records no later than July 10, 2026.  Please for-
ward all requests to Rodney Mosier II, Director 
of Student Services and Special Education, East 
Hampton School District 1 Community Dr, Suite 
1, East Hampton, CT 06424

RE 6-26-26

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; reg-
ister at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and a 
list of regular weekly and monthly activities, in-
cluding games, quilting, the Trailblazers walking 
group, Bible study, tap dance, Linefit and more.

Short Story Discussion: Wednesday, July 8, 
2:30 p.m. Join staff member Melissa Pionzio for 
a monthly short story discussion. This session 
features “The Yellow Wallpaper.”

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, July 12, 10 
a.m. Ride at Hop River Trail, 249 Columbia Ave., 
Route 66, Willimantic. For riders age 55 and old-
er. Bring your bike, helmet and water bottle.

Ice Cream Social – Memory Lane: Friday, 
July 12, 1 p.m. Celebrate National Ice Cream 
Month as you stroll down Memory Lane and 
view canvas photos featuring members, groups, 
and activities from years past. Share memories 
and stories. Interested in taking a photo canvas 
home. A separate complimentary lottery draw-
ing will be held for each canvas to ensure every-
one has a fair chance if multiple people would 
like the same one. 

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and submit 
the form.

Trips: Thimble Island Cruise: Thursday, July 
9, departing the senior center at 9:45 a.m. Sail 
aboard the Volsunga IV for a narrated tour of 
the Thimble Islands. Depart the center at 9:30 
a.m. for a 11 a.m. tour. Bring your own lunch – 
drink and dessert provided. Cost is $20 with bus 
transportation.

East Hampton Lunch Bunch: Enjoy lunch 
together on Friday, July 17 at Two Brothers Café 
in East Hampton. Choose your meal from a 
specially priced menu for senior citizens, or the 
café’s regular offerings. Depart from the senior 
center at 11:30 a.m. using Xtramile. Payment 
due from each diner to the restaurant.

A Day at Harkness Park: Wednesday, July 22, 
departure at 11 a.m. Spend the day at this lovely 
state park in Waterford. Bring lunch, water, sun 
block and a chair, stroll the grounds and gar-
dens, take a swim. Donation of $4 for bus trans-
portation suggested.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need 
assistance with grocery shopping? The East 
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready to 
help. Each week staff will consult with you on a 
shopping list and a volunteer will do the shop-
ping and deliver it to your home. Call the center 
to sign up.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

4th of July: Churches and individuals may 

join in the State of Connecticut Ringing of the 
Bells Celebration on July 4th. Come to the front 
foyer of CCMH at 1:45 p.m. to honor the 250th 
anniversary of the country. The church bell will 
be rung 13 times at 2:00 to honor the original 13 
colonies and the founding of the nation.

Cobalt Lodge Service: The monthly service 
will be help immediately after church on July 19. 
Anyone can join this ministry.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in 
good condition for our Tag Sale. Contact Dick 
Napolitano at rnap1137@gmail.com for addi-
tional information.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish 
members are need to donate money to cover the 
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the 
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can 
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you 
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: Will meet Wednesday, July 8 
from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around what 
the Bible says about being a man. There will be 
coffee and pastries.

Chicken Barbecue: The next drive-thru 
Chicken Barbecue will be held Saturday, Aug. 8, 
from noon to 5 p.m., at the Church field.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 

is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Old Home Days
Parade to Return

The Old Home Days Parade will return Satur-
day, July 11, at 11 a.m.

The theme of this year’s Old Home Days is 
“Bells, Boats and Birth of our Nation.” The pa-
rade will celebrate the town’s history as Bell-
town, its connection to ship building, Lake Po-
cotopaug, and America’s 250th birthday. 

It’s not too late to join the parade; visit www.
ehohd.org to register. For information, con-
tact Bo Tinson at 860-414-9712 or RLTinson@
gmail.com.

Dean’s List
Aiden Sones of East Hampton made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Miami University in 
Oxford, Ohio. 

Dean’s, President’s List
The following East Hampton students made 

the Dean’s List and President’s List at the Uni-
versity of Hartford:

Dean’s List and President’s List: Serenity La-
chance, Jordan Murphy, Jenna Murphy, Sonja 
Venetianer.

Dean’s List: Jackie Laboy, Natalie Sherer, Kali 
Trapp.

Provost’s List
Emily Jovel of East Hampton made the spring 

2026 Provost’s List at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, N.Y. 

Hunter and David Heine took advantage of the face-painting that was available as 
one of the many activities at the recent Pride Stroll in East Hampton.

Love, Unity Celebrated at Pride Stroll
On Saturday, June 25, East Hampton CT 

Pride, a part of the Coalition on Diversity & 
Equity, partnered with the Village Center Mer-
chants to host the annual Pride Stroll in East 
Hampton’s Historic Village Center.

 Residents and families from East Hampton 
and surrounding towns came to the Village 
Center to participate in various pride-related 
happenings, including a DJ, face-painting, a 
bike decorating parade and contest, Once Upon 
A Queen Story Time with Miss Summer Orlan-
do, 20+ vendor and resource tables, and other 
pride-themed merchant specials and activities. 
The evening ended with a 21+ Pride Karaoke 
event at Rule of 3 Brewing.

 East Hampton CT Pride was founded in June 

2021 as a community for East Hampton LG-
BTQ+ residents and allies. 

“With the extremely polarized state of the 
world in regard to LGBTQ+ matters, it is more 
important than ever to reflect boldly affirming 
love, support, acceptance, and visibility for our 
queer community members,” said East Hamp-
ton Pride Founder Stephanie Heine. “We were 
so excited to see so many new faces from across 
the state coming together to join in love and 
unity, and we look forward to hosting another 
wonderful event next year.”

To learn more and to stay up to date with East 
Hampton CT Pride happenings, visit www.east-
hamptonpride.com or follow on Facebook at 
facebook.com/groups/easthamptonpride.

Helping Hands Open 
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open from 9-11 a.m. on the 
first and third Saturday of each month. Dona-
tions will be collected on those Saturdays, as 
well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.
For more information, call Beth Cunning-

ham at 860-365-1054.

EHHS Class of ‘67
Reunion

Members of the East Hampton High School 
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will 
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m., 
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and 
pay as you go. Call or text 860-682-2067 to re-
serve your spot.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin



Page 28	 NEWS BULLETIN • July 3, 2026

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT  
Invitation to Bid 

Town Hall Roof Replacement
Sealed Bids for the Town Hall Roof Replacement Project 
will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town 
Clerk’s Office until 10:00 AM local time on Thursday, July 
16, 2026. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read 
aloud at this time. 
 Bids shall be Lump Sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents 
on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and 
may obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building 
Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or 
e-mail Building@marlboroughct.net. 
To receive the documents via package services, send a 
completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to 
the Issuing Office. PDF copies are available upon request after 
receipt of the non-refundable fee. 
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the 
Issuing Office will be considered as the Bidder’s date of receipt 
of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents 
will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding 
Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources 
other than the Issuing Office. 
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 8, 2026, at Town Hall,26 North Main Street Marlbor-
ough, CT. Attendance at the pre-bid meeting is highly 
encouraged but is not mandatory. 
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Perfor-
mance Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the 
Contract Price. 
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on 
all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in 
the Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid. 
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement 
for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative 
action to ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the 
Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17. 
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being 
accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] 
days, Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after 
the opening of bids. 
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in 
the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and 
conditions described in the specifications; to reject any, any 
part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the 
bidding process; and to accept that bid which the Town deems 
to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar 
proposed. 
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed 
project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws, ordinances, and regulations. 
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with 
the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an 
Agreement and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full 
policies, a Performance Bond, and to the Town prior to the start 
of any work. 
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received 
all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid. 
This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town. 
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and 
specifications from time to time as it deems necessary. 
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids 
and does not constitute a contract offer. 
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, 
withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in 
the best interest of the Town to do so. 
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.  
Town of Marlborough, Connecticut 
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager 
Date: June 24, 2026 2TB 7/3, 7/10

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Art for July: Historic photographs 
of the Village of Middle Haddam.

Open Mic Night: Friday, July 17, 6-8 p.m. 
This event might be held outdoors on the lawn, 
weather permitting, so plan to bring your lawn 
chairs. Come and share your talent or just listen 
and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up 
at 860-267-9093.

An Afternoon of Blues, Jazz and Poetry: 

All are invited to a performance with musicians 
Lynn Tracey and Hannah Ardens on Sunday, 
July 19, at 5 p.m. Original poetry selections will 
be provided by Sympetalous – a.k.a. Stan Lindh. 

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
day, July 15, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels 
welcome; lessons available. For more informa-
tion, contact pjhoffman1@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Goff House
Donations Welcome

Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House 
Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted. 

All concerts are held in the East Hampton 
Village Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. through Aug. 6 (except for Old Home Days 
week). Concerts will feature a different local tal-
ent each week. 

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help 
pay for the bands and promotional materials. 
Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc. 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level: 

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor, 
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pionzio 
at 860-993-5311. 

Scholarship Presented… Kevin Reich, chair of the East Hampton Democratic 
Town Committee, presents its annual scholarship to Marley Zinkerman from East 
Hampton who is planning to major in speech pathology at Ole Miss (University 
of Mississippi).

Resident Graduates
Madison Phillips of East Hampton recently 

graduated from Emmanual College in Boston.
Phillips received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

criminology and criminal justice.

Dean’s List
The following East Hampton residents made 

the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Springfield Col-
lege in Springfield, Mass.:

Thomas Fenton, who is majoring of business 
management; Tyler Khongkham, who is major-
ing in health science/pre-PT; Aiden Nolan, who 
is majoring in ginance; and Aiden Palen, who is 
majoring in biology.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 

Absentee Ballots for Budget Referendum
Absentee ballots for the East Hampton bud-

get referendum are available at the town clerk’s 
office, located at 1 Community Drive. 

Office hours are Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (The 
office will be closed Friday, July 3, for the Inde-
pendence Day holiday.)

All registered voters and individual proper-

ty owners with an assessment of not less than 
$1000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to ob-
tain an absentee ballot for this referendum. For 
more information call 860 267-2519.

The East Hampton budget referendum will 
be held at Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, be-
tween the hours of 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 14.

Senior Center
Upcoming Trip

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

 Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student 
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch 
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming 
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield 
and a show with Freddie Marion performing 
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at 
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149. 

HOF Association
Accepting Nominations
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 

Association is accepting nominations through 
Aug. 26.  If you know of who you feel is a worthy 
candidate – which could be an athlete, coach, 
team, or contributor – email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net for a nomination packet or go to the Hall of 
Fame website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer 
for information.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct. 
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize 
exceptional local athletes and achievements.  

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are 
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge 
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our 
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.

Early Bird Tickets for 
Haddam Neck Fair

Early Bird tickets for the 2026 Haddam Neck 
Fair are now on sale.

Celebrating its 114th year, the Haddam Neck 
Fair will return Sept. 4–7. For a limited time, 
Early Bird tickets will be available at a discount-
ed rate, giving attendees the opportunity to ex-
perience everything the fair has to offer while 
saving money and avoiding lines at the gate.

The four-day fair features classic fair foods, 
agricultural exhibits, live entertainment, com-
petitions, family-friendly activities, and more. 

Early Bird tickets will be available until July 
31, and can be purchased at bit.ly/HNFTick-
ets26.

For more information about the Haddam 
Neck Fair, including event details and updates, 
visit www.haddamneckfair.com.

Dean’s List
The following East Hampton residents made 

the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute in Worcester, Mass:

Amber Murphy, a member of the class of 
2028 majoring in civil engineering; Jarod On-
das, a member of the class of 2029 majoring in 
mechanical engineering; William Bothamley, a 
member of the class of 2029 majoring in aero-
space engineering; and Zachary Selger, class of 
2029, majoring in aerospace engineering.

Residents Graduate
Three East Hampton residents recently grad-

uated from the University of Hartford.
Serenity Lachance received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in English, Cheyane Nichols received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in biomedical engi-
neering, and Natalie Sherer received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in mechanical engineering.

Dean’s List
Shea Krassner of East Hampton made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Roger Williams Uni-
versity in Bristol, R.I.

Yarners at Senior Center
For the summer, the East Hampton Yarners 

knitting club from East Hampton Congrega-
tional Church will meeting at East Hampton 
Senior Center, 105 Main St., on Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. 
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“Liberty and 
independence forever.”

—Davy Crockett

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook
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*See store for details.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

AC NOT 
WORKING 

PROPERLY?

Call Belltown and we’ll get you 
in fast for a diagnosis and we’ll 

get that cool air flowing for 
these hot days!

AC Charge
Special!$185

Refrigerant extra

Belltown Motors
will be closed

on Friday, July 3rd 
for the holiday.

Happy Fourth of July!

Mark Niossi

Local Rider to Take on Motorcycle Challenge for Kids
On Aug. 2, East Hampton resident Mark 

Niossi will embark on the 2026 Hoka Hey Mo-
torcycle Challenge, which spans more than 
11,000 miles under 11 days on backroads across 
North America.

And he’s doing it all to support kids.
In the motorcycle challenge, riders follow a 

predetermined route revealed in stages at the 
start and at designated checkpoints. No GPS is 
allowed – only turn-by-turn paper directions.  
Sleeping must be done beside the motorcycle 
in all weather conditions, no hotels allowed. 
Throughout the event, all 100 new participants 
are tracked live, allowing family, friends, and 
supporters around the world to follow their 
progress in real time.

The Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challenge was 
founded to honor veterans and Native Ameri-
can traditions, promoting perseverance, re-
spect, honor, kindness, and a deeper apprecia-
tion for what truly matters in life. Many riders 
also use the journey as a platform to support 
causes, raising awareness, and giving back to 
charities and communities.

Niossi is dedicating his journey to support-
ing children and families affected by Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) through Mile 
Monsters Inc., a nonprofit focused on creating 
memories and providing assistance for kids fac-
ing life’s toughest challenges.

“Every mile has a purpose,” says Mark. “The 
kids I ride for fight every day, so I’ll keep push-
ing for them.”

Everyone is invited to stop by, learn more 
about the journey, sign the bike, and help fuel 
the miles at a community event hosted by 9 
Lives Barbershop, 82 Main St. in East Hamp-
ton, on Sunday, July 19, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
event will feature live music, food, raffles, ven-
dors, and family fun.

Visit www.MarkyMarkHokaHey2026.com 
to make a donation whether it’s helping with 

a tank of gas, buying a meal along the road, or 
offering words of encouragement, every act of 
kindness helps keeps him moving and supports 
the children who are at the heart of his ride.

Win a 2026 Chevy Colorado Pick-Up Truck
The East Hampton/Marlborough Rotary 

Club is selling raffle tickets for its largest fun-
draiser of the year. The drawing will be held at 
East Hampton Old Home Days on Saturday, 
July 11, at 8 p.m., at Bevin Park on the Cen-
ter School grounds. The grand prize is a 2026 
Chevy Colorado LT crew cab truck.

The second prize is a cabin stay on Laurel Is-
land, Lake Pocotopaug, third prize is an Estate 
Planning gift certificate at Kenneth Barber and 
Associates, and fourth prize is a $250 gift certifi-

cate to Lakehouse Bar & Grill. 
Only 800 tickets will be sold, at a price of 

$100 each ticket.
Winners need not be present and are respon-

sible for all federal and state taxes. 
Most of the tickets are already spoken for but 

occasionally a longtime buyer decides it’s time 
to pass the raffle ticket number off to someone 
else. If you would like to be added to the waiting 
list, call Rotarian Pam Greenwald at 860-965-
4646 or email pjoslyngreenwald@gmail.com.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holi-
day Closing: The library will be closed Friday, 
July 3, for the holiday.

Adult Programs: Library Yoga with Amie 
Meacham (Sears Park): Tuesday, July 14, 6:30 
p.m. Bring a mat if you have one and meet at the 
pavilion at Sears Park for an hour of gentle yoga 
for all levels. 

Book Club Al Fresco (Sears Park): Wednes-
day, July 15, 6:30 p.m. Grab a copy of this 
month’s selection and come to Sears Park for a 
casual discussion with lakeside views.

Tech Help: Thursday, July 16, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you. 

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, July 17, 11 
a.m. Meet to talk about what we are all currently 
reading while enjoying coffee, tea, and a break-
fast treat. Register or drop in. 

Teen Programs: Lunch Bunch Book Club: 
Grades 6-8: Wednesday, July 8, 1-2 p.m. Bring 
your lunch and the book you’re currently read-
ing. Chat about books, play games, do crafts, 

and eat lunch together. 
Middle Grade Dungeons & Dragons: 

Grades 5-7: Monday, July 13, 5:30-7:30 p.m. No 
previous playing experience or past participa-
tion required. All supplies provided; incoming 
fifth-graders welcome.

Lunch Bunch – The Next Chapter (Fresh-
men Only!): Wednesday, July 15, 1-2 p.m. This 
is a freshmen-only version of the lunchtime 
book club! Bring your lunch and the book you 
are currently reading.

Children’s Programs: Lego at the Library: 
Grades K-6: Tuesday, July 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Work solo or with friends on a new challenge 
or theme each month. All Lego bricks are pro-
vided; just bring your creativity and get ready 
to build.

Mommy and Me Yoga: Monday, July 13, 
10:30-11:15 a.m. Caregivers will be guided 
through gentle yoga poses and movement while 
children are welcome to join in or play freely in 
the space. For children 18 months-5 years and 
their caregivers. Bring your own mat or blanket; 
registration required.

STEMtastic: Parts!: Tuesday, July 14, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. or 6:30-7:30 p.m. Participants will ex-
plore how different body systems work through 
hands-on activities. Best for ages 3-8; register or 
drop-in.

A Great Get-Together… Members of the East Hampton High School Class of 
1952 held their 74th reunion luncheon Friday, June 12, at The Dubliner. Pictured 
from left are, standing, Barbara Griifin Skinner, Janet Hartinger Marchand and 
Barbara Holmquisr Hallberg; sitting, George Loos, Raymond Frosti, Allan Caffyn 
and Bill Hennessey.

Dean’s List
Ephraim J. Butson of East Hampton was 

named to first honors on the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at Clark University in Worcester, Mass. 

Dean’s List
Aiden Sones of East Hampton made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Miami University in 
Oxford, Ohio.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.
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until July 15th in an effort to reduce harm to the 
nesting baby eagles. First, all fireworks except 
for sparklers and fountains are illegal in Con-
necticut. Only licensed professionals can use 
other types of fireworks in regulated displays. 
Second, fireworks that are shot over the lake 
deposit all sorts of residue, wadding, paper, and 
chemicals into the lake. That means that the 
clean lake you all desire is endangered by use 
of fireworks. So rather than postponing, how 
about just not doing them at all? Unfortunate-
ly, informal surveys show a widespread belief 
that people will ignore the baby eagles, as well 
as helping to keep the lake clean. Do the right 
thing; pass on the fireworks.

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton

When is Enough Enough?
To the Editor:

For the third consecutive year, First Select-
man Bernie Dennler is asking Colchester tax-
payers to approve a budget that increases spend-
ing and raises taxes once again. After three 
straight years of increases, this is no longer an 
isolated request – it has become his pattern.

Each year, taxpayers are told the increase is 
“only” a few dollars a week or “only” a few dol-
lars a month. But those small amounts quickly 
add up to hundreds – and then hundreds be-
come thousands – placing a growing strain on 
household budgets.

At the same time, the cost of living continues 
to rise. Groceries, utilities, insurance premiums, 
prescription medications, gas, and heating costs 
are all increasing. With winter approaching, many 
families are already asking how they will afford to 
heat their homes. Residents are paying more for 
nearly everything, while town government con-
tinues to ask for more and more each year.

This year’s budget requires taxpayers to 
absorb additional costs, including a nearly 
$500,000 payout to the former superintendent, 
signed by the Democratic chair of the BOE. In 
addition, taxpayers are being forced to cover the 
consequences of failures in oversight of the Joint 
Health Reserve Fund – failures that are costing 
taxpayers millions this year and are projected to 
cost millions in future years.

Taken together, these actions reflect serious 
fiscal management failures under the Dennler 
administration and add significantly to the tax 
burden already placed on residents.

Think about the impact on your neighbors: 
the retiree on a fixed income, watching expenses 
rise while income remains flat. The young fam-
ily balancing a mortgage, childcare, and rising 
costs. The single parent trying to stretch every 
paycheck until the next one arrives.

For these households, another tax increase is 
not an abstraction. It means buying fewer gro-
ceries. Delaying a prescription. Postponing car 

Feeling Lucky?
To the Editor:

Colchester taxpayers are heading back to ref-
erendum, and the sales pitch is already familiar.

“It’s only $20 a month.” 
“Skip Starbucks.”
They say that every year. And after years of 

Bernie Dennler’s tax increases, many taxpayers 
are already paying about $1,000 more per year.

That is not Starbucks money. That is the dif-
ference between breathing room and falling be-
hind.

But this year has an even bigger problem: 
revaluation. Colchester’s next revaluation is al-
ready underway. That means your tax burden 
could shift based on how much your home 
value has increased compared to everyone else’s.

Officials will tell you there will be “winners 
and losers.” Great. So before we even know who 
loses, taxpayers are being asked to approve a 
budget increase of more than 5%, while nearby 
towns are holding increases to 3% or less.

What does a loser look like? It could be the 
family that bought a modest house years ago 
and now sees the assessment double. It could be 
the homeowner surrounded by new construc-
tion pushing close to $1 million. It could be a 
senior on a fixed income whose house got more 
valuable on paper, even though their bank ac-
count did not.

And once the town decides your home is 
worth more, you do not pay with paper money. 
You pay with real money.

So no, this is not about skipping Starbucks. It 
is about whether people can still afford to live in 
Colchester.

If I want to gamble, I will go to Foxwoods. I am 
not voting to raise taxes again before the revalua-
tion casino tells taxpayers who the losers are.

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Support 2nd
Budget Referendum 

To the Editor:
On July 14th, East Hampton voters and 

qualified property owners have the important 
responsibility to vote for the town’s budget at 
referendum to accept the revised general gov-
ernment, education and capital budgets for the 
fiscal year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027, as re-
vised by the Board of Finance and adopted by 
the Town Council. 

Rejected in the June 2nd referendum, the 
Board of Finance, Board of Education, Town 
Manager, Superintendent of Schools and Town 
Council have worked diligently since then to re-
duce the budget proposal as was the interpreted 
desire of the majority of those who voted in that 
initial referendum. Most disappointing for all 
(whether pro or con) is that only about 23% of 
those eligible cast their votes at the initial ref-
erendum.

Our republic, now celebrating its 250th anni-
versary, is a participatory democracy. It doesn’t 
work well if you don’t participate.

The budget document now before us, at-
tempts to maintain the crucial services impor-
tant for the vitality, quality of life, health and 
well-being in this beautiful central Connecticut 
setting we call home. After the first referendum, 
the Board of Finance and Education undertook 
the process of reducing the budget and financial 
impact to each of us. We, the taxpayers, have 
had many difficult choices this year as we faced 
the impact of state mandated property revalua-
tion. The results of revaluation are not subject to 
voter approval. However, it is fair to say that our 
vote on the annual budget considered it as we 
decide where our voice could be heard. Voting 
against the annual operating budget was a way 
dissatisfaction with revaluation could be ad-
dressed (vocally), but in doing so actually hurt 
all making East Hampton their home. 

Now, I ask you to support the revised budget 
on the 14th and not to forget all the critical and 
crucial services available to us, such as an award 
winning Library, a vibrant active and growing 
Senior Center, ambulance and fire departments 
whose volunteers don’t ask what is the budget 
when someone in our family or neighbors is in 
need, or our police officers, who are trained first 
responders. There is so much more, from beau-
tiful surroundings to community involvement. 
If maintenance of all those features is impor-
tant, please consider all those intangibles as you 
consider your referendum vote. Thank you.

Dean Markham
Chairman, East Hampton Town Council

Budget Referendum
To the Editor:

As East Hampton approaches its second ref-
erendum, I can’t help but remember the promise 
our candidates made during town elections just 
this past November. It wasn’t a crazy, over-the-
top promise that was clearly a political stunt, 
and certainly not one which would threaten the 
basic human services which we rely on in our 
small corner of the globe that we call home.

It was a promise to serve from “the middle.”
What this means to most of our friends and 

neighbors who we’ve elected to serve is to pre-
serve the basic things that all of us, regardless of 
our political views, value and count on in our 
town. This year, it has meant crafting a budget 
with no room to spare in delivering:

- 24/7/365 ambulance service. Quick, respon-
sive, life-saving help when we need it the most;

- ‘Round-the-clock police protection which 
answers all emergencies, despite the heavy work-
load officers face dealing with a depleted force;

- Fire and emergency protection by a dedi-
cated department of volunteers which saves our 
town millions through their generosity of time 
and professionalism;

- Senior Center services, the demand for which 
has grown exponentially over the years and out-
paces the ability of our small staff to support; 

- And as important as any of the above, the 
education and life skills for our youth who will 
need every bit of a leg-up when they ultimately 
face the big world outside of East Hampton.

And let’s not forget the contributions to our 
community by all of our town employees, who 
serve selflessly throughout town to make our 
lives better. I am always amazed at their ability 
to squeeze value out of the budgets they have 
to work with. I don’t believe we have ever been 
blessed with a better team than this.

The upcoming second referendum reflects 
a 1.54% increase in total real estate, personal 
property and motor vehicle taxes over last year. 
While I believe that we’ve had to take a step 
backwards as a result, I think it’s a good budget 
from the standpoint that no one is completely 
happy, and it helps answer the concerns that a 

Out of Touch with Electorate
To the Editor:

The events following the defeat of both bud-
gets have been very telling.

Let’s start with the Tri-Board meeting and the 
Board of Finance meeting held to determine 
budget reductions. The Board of Education, 
the Board of Finance, and the interim superin-
tendent knew they were not going to eliminate 
Band or World Language. Yet those programs 
were presented as potential cuts. Why? Because 
they knew support for the budget was eroding, 
and they needed to generate a reaction from 
their base to counteract the more than 2,000 
voters who rejected it.

Think about that.
Why use students, teachers, and parents as le-

verage in a budget debate when there was never 
any intention of making those cuts? Whether 
you agree or disagree with that assessment, 
many residents are asking why those programs 
were placed on the table in the first place if they 
were never serious options.

At its core, many residents believe this reflects 
a troubling mindset. They see elected officials 
who are eager to spend taxpayer dollars but less 
willing to acknowledge or respect the concerns 
of those who voted ‘no.’

Another question deserves an answer: Why 
are we still waiting for our next budget refer-
endum when more than 20 Connecticut towns 
have already held their second or even third 
budget votes? Why the delay? Is it because our 
first selectman is on vacation? He is on vacation; 
meanwhile, many families are struggling with 
rising costs. At a recent Senior Center meeting, 
one resident who said she had paid taxes for 35 
years told the first selectman that another tax 
increase could force her to move. The response 
from Bernie was simply, “I’m sorry.” For many 
residents, that answer offered sympathy but no 
alternative solutions.

The message from the electorate has already 
been delivered. If town leaders continue to ignore 
it, residents have the opportunity to make their 
voices heard again much clearer and stronger.

Vote ‘no.’
Lance Lusignan – Colchester

Let Positivity Win
To the Editor:

It’s undeniable that Americans have never 
been so politically divided. The gap between left 
and right is getting bigger, and with it, the tone 
in which we treat each other has gotten more 
negative by the week.

It doesn’t have to be that way in a small town. 
Let me rephrase that: should not be that way in 
small towns like East Hampton.

Regardless of the results of a referendum or 
what stickers we display on our bumpers, we 
are all neighbors and want what’s best for our 
community. We may disagree about funding or 
policy, and that’s healthy. We should have those 
debates and perhaps keep our minds open to 
different ideas.

Instead, we’ve taken to lobbing insults and 
questioning each other’s sincerity. We’re us-
ing Facebook groups and letters to the editor 
to scream how wrong or misguided we believe 
others to be. We know that example is being 
set at the national level. It should not be leak-
ing into town government, but here we are ap-
proaching another referendum, and the outrage 
is already starting to fly.

I’m going to keep it positive. I hope East 
Hampton residents will show up and vote yes on 
Tuesday, July 14. I believe the proposal before 
voters is responsible. I also believe it addresses 
the results of June’s failed referendum.

On the school side, we are looking at a reduc-
tion of $250,000 more from the initial proposal. 
That is not a token amount. It will affect class 
sizes and programming, and again we are ask-
ing our educators to do more with less. They are 
up to the challenge, as they have shown repeat-
edly. We shouldn’t rely on their good nature and 
professionalism as a budget strategy.

I’ve heard some good ideas proposed by 

Reflections on
Marlborough House

To the Editor:
Since moving from Madison to East Hamp-

ton, my wife and I often travel Route 66 be-
tween East Hampton and Middletown. As we 
approach Portland, the former campus of Elm-
crest Psychiatric Institute comes into view.

Much of the campus has changed, with apart-
ments and commercial buildings replacing 
many original structures. Yet several historic 
buildings remain, including the Marlborough 
House, known to me from my years at Elmcrest.

I served on the hospital staff as Director of 
Admissions and later Director of the Day Hos-
pital. At that time, the Marlborough House was 
a residential treatment center for adult patients, 
where psychotherapy, psychiatric consultation, 
and group therapy were central to care.

For years after Elmcrest closed, the Marlbor-
ough House seemed forgotten while other parts 
of the campus were altered or demolished. I 
wondered whether it would disappear as well.

Recently, I have been pleased to see it re-
stored. Its repaired and repainted exterior gives 
new life to a building that once played an im-
portant role in the care of many people.

Each time I pass, I think of former patients, 
colleagues, and a period in psychiatric care that 
has largely passed. Mental health treatment has 
changed greatly over the decades, and the re-
maining Elmcrest buildings stand as reminders 
of that earlier era.

For me, the Marlborough House is more than 
a surviving building. It bridges past and present, 
preserving memories of the people and work 
that once filled its rooms.

I am grateful to the current owners for pre-
serving this historic structure and ensuring that 
an important piece of local history remains vis-
ible for future generations.

James J. Monahan, Ph.D., DABPP
East Hampton

Note: Monahan is the former Director of Ad-
missions and Director of the Day Hospital, Elm-
crest Psychiatric Institute.

Without Respect,
Voters Must Reject

To the Editor:
Taxpayers voted for less spending in the June 

2 referendum, rejecting both the town budget 
and, by an even larger margin, the Board of Ed-
ucation budget.

Rather than honoring that directive, the ma-
jority on the Board of Finance and Town Coun-
cil are proposing to use approximately $450,000 
in surplus funds to prop up continued high 
spending. This foregoes meaningful spending 
reform and attempts to placate voters through 
budgetary sleight of hand. Responsible munici-
pal budgeting calls for maintaining healthy re-
serves for true emergencies and capital needs, 
such as road repairs, not for propping up over-
sized operating budgets.

The Board of Finance proposed only a mini-
mal reduction to the Board of Education’s spend-
ing increase. Instead, officials are looking to cut 
essential road repairs and maintenance while 
also reducing access to the town transfer station.

Most residents already receive very little re-
turn on their high property taxes. The bulk of 
those taxes support the Board of Education, 
where taxpayers voted for less spending, yet 
core town services relied upon by all residents 
are being slashed. Delaying road maintenance 
today will only result in significantly higher re-
pair costs and potential liability in the future. 
Access to the town transfer station is already 
limited, and reducing it further would affect the 
very property owners who fund the town’s bud-
get. Is this retribution for voting ‘no’?

Raiding our savings to cover up high spending 
and avoid making difficult but necessary deci-
sions is irresponsible. Defunding repairs to our 
deteriorating roadways is an insult to taxpayers.

On July 14, residents should vote ‘no’ again 
to demand a responsible budget that keeps the 
town within its means, protects vital services, 
and respects the will of the voters.

 Bryon Turner – East Hampton

repairs, home maintenance, or utility payments.
These are not budget line items – they are real 

choices Colchester residents are being forced to 
make.

Government has a responsibility to manage 
taxpayer dollars carefully, because every dollar 
collected in taxes is a dollar that is no longer 
available to families.

Before asking residents to pay more, town 
leaders – especially the Dennler administration – 
should first demonstrate that they can responsibly 
manage the resources already entrusted to them.

Colchester deserves leadership that recog-
nizes there is a limit to what families can afford.

For many taxpayers, that limit has been 
reached.

Enough is enough – Vote ‘no.’ 
Colchester deserves better,

Cyndee Laribee – Colchester

people with whom my politics don’t align. For 
example, regionalism is a positive step. There 
are ways to work with our neighboring commu-
nities that will reduce costs without impacting 
services. Those solutions are not going to be im-
mediate, but we can initiate the discussion.

Let’s establish forums to exchange ideas, and 
keep an open mind even if someone has an ad-
verse opinion than your own. If nothing else, it will 
make East Hampton a more pleasant community.

Please vote ‘yes’ on July 14.
Sincerely,

Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton 
Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East 

Hampton Board of Education and East Hampton 
Democratic Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing independently of both.

revaluation year has dumped in our laps.
In any event, please go to the polls and sup-

port the vision of East Hampton which you 
want to see.

Rich Knotek
East Hampton Town Council
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Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Digging the Dam… Stephanie, Charlotte and Billie Bunting of Colchester brought 
the Rivereast to Hoover Dam in Nevada.

When In Rome… Lily LeMay Bowen and Edward Bown noticed the day before they 
traveled from Marlborough to Rome that friends of theirs would be in were in Rome 
at the same time. So, they arranged to meet in front of the Pantheon in the heart of 
Rome. Though the domed building was constructed 2,000 years ago, it is “a marvel 
still today,” Lily said. Pictured from left are Marco Irizarry, Kim Irizarry, Lily LeMay 
Bowen, and Edward Bowen, all of Marlborough.

Lovely Leesburg Library… Mary Ann Wall from East Hampton is with Jane Marston 
and Lynette Stevens from Leesburg, Florida, previously from East Hampton. Wall 
brought the Rivereast to Friends of the Leesburg Library.

Bonnie and the Bell!... Bonnie Tierney, a proud Connecticut native, recently discov-
ered one of the 13 Bevin Bells hidden throughout East Hampton. Entering the United 
States Air Force from Connecticut in 1973, Tierney has always carried an appreciation 
for her home state and the community that shaped her journey. Tierney said finding 
one of the historic Bevin Bells was a meaningful reminder of her enduring connection 
to East Hampton and the rich history that surrounds it.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 7/31/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

R
E7

-3
-2

6

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Colchester
Charles Baier Jr. 

Charles Max Baier Jr., 
fondly known as Char-
lie, of Colchester, passed 
away peacefully at home 
Sunday, June 28, with 
his loving family atten-
tively by his side. He is 
83 years old. Charlie was 
born on Oct. 31, 1942, in 
New London, to the late 
Charles and Helen (Pu-
kas) Baier Sr. 

On June 29, 1968, he married the love of his 
life, Patricia M. Williamson. The couple settled 
in Colchester where they made their home and 
raised their son and daughter. Charlie had a tre-
mendous love of baseball. He coached instruc-
tional league baseball for over 20 years in Col-
chester, and he also volunteered as coach for the 
Bacon Academy JV team for many years. 

Charlie retired in 1999 after a long and suc-
cessful career ending as the machine shop coor-
dinator for United Technologies Research Cen-
ter. In his free time, Charlie volunteered at the 
Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue in East Hamp-
ton. Most importantly, he will be remembered 
as a hardworking family man, who was soft spo-
ken and a good friend to all who knew him. 

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his wife, Pat of nearly 58 
years; his children and their spouses, Richard 
Baier (Angela Maple) of Colchester, Vt., Lisa 
(Roy) Castle of Scotland, Conn.; two grandchil-
dren, Thomas and Abigail Castle; and many ex-
tended family members and friends. 

Calling hours were held Wednesday, July 1, at 
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester. The burial will be held 
privately, according to his wishes. 

Donations in Charlie’s memory may be made 
to the Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue: www.
ctdraftrescue.org.

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Charlie please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.

Glastonbury
Marcky Foster

Born on Aug. 4, 2021, 
our beloved Marc Joseph 
Foster, Jr. (“Marcky”) 
gained his angel wings 
and made his way to 
Heaven on Monday, June 
22, surrounded by the 
love of his family after a 
courageous battle with 
ETMR cancer. A fighter 
through and through, 
Marcky made sure to give 
his loving father one last Father’s Day together 
before saying goodbye.

Though his time on earth was far too short, 
Marcky filled every day with laughter, strength, 
and determination. At just four years old, he 
taught everyone around him what courage truly 
looks like. He faced every challenge with a brave 
spirit and a strength that inspired all who knew 
him.

Marcky leaves behind his devoted parents, 
Amanda and Marc Foster, who spent every day 
of his journey by his side, loving him fiercely, 
advocating for him tirelessly, and making ev-
ery moment count. He also leaves behind his 
siblings, Nina and Jack, who brought him joy 
and were loved by him just as deeply, and his 
pups Bergy and Macky, whom he loved beyond 
words.

He is survived by his “army”: his great-grand-
father, Henry Tillotson (“Pop”) (Crystal VanA-
llen); his grandparents, Michael (“Grampy”) 
and Amy Ciarcia (“Mimi”), Dawn Foster 
(“Grandma”) (Mark Kehrhahn), and Carl Foster 
(“Papa”) (Liz Downing); his aunts and uncles, 
Jason Foster and Mary Cerio, Amy and Jesse 
Carabase, Abby Ciarcia and Shane Johnson, 
Kate and Joe Hoerner, Paul Ciarcia (“Uncle 
P.”), and Julia Ciarcia (his treasured “Auntie J”) 
and Nick Portal; and his cousins Jesse, Sophia, 
Niko, Otto, Lincoln, Sebby, Sofia, and Maverick. 
Marcky shared an especially deep bond with 
his cousin Sophia, whose love for him was im-
measurable. He also leaves behind countless ex-
tended family members, friends, caregivers, and 
supporters whose lives were forever changed by 
knowing him.

Marcky had a personality larger than life. He 
loved the color purple, dinosaurs, snakes, danc-
ing to “Sweet Caroline,” Magna-Tiles, Super 
Mario Brothers, Bluey, and Bass Fishing Pro-
ductions on YouTube. He rarely accepted “no” 
for an answer and somehow always managed 
to charm his way into getting what he wanted. 
He was feisty and fearless, stubborn in the best 
ways, and determined to live life on his own 
terms. His smile and laugh could brighten the 
darkest day, and his spirit touched the hearts of 
everyone he met.

The family would like to express their deepest 
gratitude to the extraordinary doctors, nurses, 
and caregivers at Connecticut Children’s Medi-
cal Center, Mass General Hospital, and Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital. Their compassion, 
dedication, and support meant more than words 
can express throughout Marcky’s journey. Be-
cause of them, Marcky’s family had almost two 
difficult but love-filled years with him after the 

Marlborough
Charles Edwin Denler

Charles “Charlie” Ed-
win Denler, 91, passed 
away peacefully Friday, 
June 19. He was born May 
3, 1935, to the late George 
and Marie Denler. 

He was a “Charlie” 
through and through – 
never a Charles – as well 
as a favorite “uncle Char-
lie” to a host of nieces, 
nephews, friends, and a 
beloved grandpa to Tyler, Moriah and Jack.

Charlie crossed paths with his future wife in 
an unexpected way; while picking up his date, 
he was immediately captivated by her friend, 
Beverly, and her gentle presence, warm smile, 
and unforgettable blue eyes. They were mar-
ried June 1, 1957, and settled in Marlborough. 
Charlie’s legacy is etched in the foundation of 
the houses he built as the owner of “Denler 
Construction.” He found immense fulfillment 
in overseeing each project from the blueprint to 
the final nail. For many years, he was a familiar 
and beloved face at the Marlborough Congre-
gational Church, known for his leadership as a 
deacon and his beautiful voice in the choir. 

In his later years he became the primary care-
giver for his wife, who had Alzheimer’s, sup-
ported continuously by his devoted daughter 
LauraLee and her partner Tara. Through every 
chapter of life Charlie’s big heart, sharp sense of 
humor, and love for telling stories remained an 
anchor for his family and a joy to all who knew 
him. 

Charlie leaves behind his daughter, Laura-
Lee, and her partner, Tara of Old Saybrook; his 
son, Charles of East Haddam, and wife, Joanie 
of Greenwich; and his beloved sister Katie, of 
Amston. He was predeceased by his wife, Bev-
erly; his son Scott; and his three sisters, Eliza-
beth, Beverly and Teresa. 

A private gathering to celebrate Charlie’s life 
will be held in the near future. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider mailing 
a donation to the Alzheimer’s Association at: 
10 Executive Drive, Suite 202, Farmington, 
CT 06032. Please make to Attn: In memory of 
Charles “Charlie” Denler. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
William Floyd Otfinoski

William Floyd Otfi-
noski, fondly known as 
Bill, of Colchester, passed 
away peacefully at home 
on Wednesday, June 24, 
with his loving family at-
tentively by his side.   He 
was 88 years old.  Bill was 
born on July 9, 1937, in 
Meriden. He was the son 
of the late William and 
Catherine Otfinoski. 

Bill earned a master’s degree in college and 
took a job with Pratt and Whitney Aerospace, 
advancing through the years in administra-
tion. Bill married Jean Anderson in August of 
1990. The couple resided in Colchester, where 
Bill became actively involved with the Colches-
ter Senior Center.   He will be remembered as 
a kind, loving, and devoted family man, with a 
gentle soul. 

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by all who knew him, especially 
his wife Jean Anderson; children, Eric Otfinoski 
of California, William and his wife Naomi Mu-
rata Otfinoski of California, Nathan Otfinoski 
of Massachusetts, Tyler and his wife Marissa Ot-
finoski of Massachusetts; grandchildren, Hope, 
Ryder, and Colin; a sister, Bernadette Bennett 
and husband Phillip Bennett; several nieces and 
nephews; and many extended family members 
and friends. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased 
by a brother, Robert Otfinoski. 

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to his wishes. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements.   For online condolences, please 
visit www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Eileen LaFountain

Eileen Bernadette (Gleason) LaFountain, 
68, of East Hampton, beloved wife of Patrick 
LaFountain passed away Friday, June 26, at 
Middlesex Hospital. Eileen was born Oct. 28, 
1957, in New Britain. She was the daughter of 
the late Milton Gleason and Helen Kosakowski 
Gleason. 

She met her husband Patrick LaFountain in 
high school in Enfield in 1973. They have been 
together ever since that time, and have lived to-
gether in East Hampton since 1984. They mar-
ried on May 21, 1977 and have been married 49 
years, and have two children together, Meghann 
Eileen and Justin Patrick. Eileen had worked for 
the State of Connecticut in the accounting office 
for the Department of Revenue Services. 

Besides her parents, she was predeceased by 
her twin brother, Milton Mark Gleason and 
her nephew Nathan Harrison. She is survived 
by her husband Pat and her two children and 
their spouses, Meghann LaFountain and her 
husband Brendan McGann of Meriden and Jus-
tin LaFountain and his wife Julia LaFountain 
of Wethersfield. She also leaves her sister Mary 
Anne Dahlia, sister Katherine Harrison and 
her husband Brett, and sister Elizabeth Gleason 

initial diagnosis.
While our hearts are broken by his absence, 

we find comfort in knowing that Marcky is free 
from pain, running, playing, and smiling once 
again. You’re a turtle now, sweet boy.

Marcky’s life reminds us to be kind, to appre-
ciate every blessing, and to hold our loved ones 
close. His legacy of strength and resilience will 
live on in all who knew and loved him.

Calling hours were held Friday, June 26, with 
a memorial service that day, in Mulryan Funeral 
Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that do-
nations be made to the Jonah Finn Foundation 
(www.jonahfinnfoundation.org) in Marcky’s 
memory. 

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

along with her nieces and nephews. 
A private funeral will be held at St. Patrick 

Church. 
In lieu of flowers or donations please give 

your loved ones a big hug because you never 
know what is going to happen. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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Lucille Merritt Sobielo

Lucille Merritt Sobielo, 76, of Hebron, passed 
away Tuesday, June 16, after a long battle with 
cancer. She was born Nov. 16, 1950, in Willi-
mantic, to Whitney Bailey Merritt and Marion 
Hathaway Naiss.

She is survived by her sisters, Lois Cole and 
April Lusher, and her children, Amanda Forbes 
and Michael Sobielo. She was predeceased by 
her parents and her siblings, Whitney Merritt 
Jr., Harriet Leverton, and Maryann Moreau.

Lucy was an integral part of the Hebron 
community. From helping construct the HES 
playscape in the late 1980s to being an active 
member of the Amston Lake Association and 
the Women’s Auxiliary, she was always willing 
to lend a hand. She frequently donated themed 
prize baskets and handmade afghans to local 
church bingos and community fundraisers.

She may be best known for her efforts to keep 
Hebron’s roadsides free of abandoned cans and 
bottles. Lucy also worked for more than 20 years 
at the Hebron dental office of Dr. John Pickett. 
During that time, she made countless friends 
and acquaintances, literally and figuratively giv-
ing everyone who passed through the office a 
reason to smile. There was hardly anywhere in 
town she could go without running into some-
one who was happy to see her.

She will be greatly missed by her family, 

friends, and the community she loved so much.
A private family ceremony will be held. Fol-

lowing the ceremony, family and friends are 
invited to gather in celebration of Lucy’s life 
on Monday, July 13, at 11 a.m., at First Con-
gregational Church of Andover, 359 Route 6, 
Andover, CT 06232, where stories, memories 
and laughter will be shared in her honor. Those 
wishing to attend the private ceremony are 
asked to reach out directly to the family for ad-
ditional information.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to the American Cancer Society. And 
please, purchase a $1 scratch ticket for yourself 
in Lucy’s honor. She would like that. 

For an online memorial guestbook, please 
visit www.potterfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries

Marlborough Legal Notice
Official Notice of Republican Primary State and District Offices Only

Notice is hereby given that a Primary of the political party listed below will be held in Marlborough on August 11, 2026 for nomination to 
each office indicated below.
Notice is also hereby given that the following are the names of the party-endorsed candidates, if any, for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street address of said candidate. The party-endorsed candidates, if any, are indicated by an asterisk. 
Additionally, the following are the names of all other candidates who have filed their certificates of eligibility and consent to primary or 
have satisfied the primary petitioning requirements in conformity with the General Statutes as candidates for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street addresses of said candidates.

Office Party Candidate Address

State Senator 19 Republican *Jason Guidone 94 Cone Road, Hebron, CT 06248

State Senator 19 Republican Mike France 17 Garden Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 26th day of June, 2026.
Stephanie Thomas
Secretary of the State
The foregoing is a copy of the notice which I have received from the Office of the Secretary of the State, in accordance with Section 
9-433 of the General Statutes. As provided, such primary will begin with early voting on August 3, 2026 through August 09, 2026, and 
the primary of the referenced party for nomination to the state or district offices therein specified will be held on August 11, 2026. The 
hours of voting during early voting and at said primary and the location of the polls will be as follows:
Early Voting - Hours of Voting

Date Hours Location

August 03, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Marlborough Town Hall
26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

August 04, 2026 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 05, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 06, 2026 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 07, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 08, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 09, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Primary Day Voting: August 11, 2026
Hours of Voting: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location of Polling Place:

Elmer Thienes Mary Hall Elementary School
25 School Drive Marlborough CT 06447

Absentee Ballots will be counted at the polls.
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut, this 26 day of June, 2026.
Lauren A. Griffin, Marlborough Town Clerk 

1TB 7/3

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT  
Invitation to Bid 

3 Wilhenger Drive Exterior Painting
Sealed Bids for the 3 Wilhenger Drive Exterior Painting Project will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town 
Clerk’s Office until 10:00 AM local time on Thursday, July 23, 2026. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 
this time. 
Bids shall be Lump Sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and may 
obtain copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@
marlboroughct.net. 
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing 
Office. PDF copies are available upon request after receipt of the non-refundable fee. 
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered as the Bidder’s date of receipt of the 
Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be 
responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office. 
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15, 2026, at 3 Wilhenger Drive Marlborough, CT. Attendance 
at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory. 
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price. 
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the 
Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid. 
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to 
ensure equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor’s Executive Orders 3 and 17. 
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids. 
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions 
described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to 
accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed. 
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordi-
nances, and regulations. 
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement 
and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a Performance Bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work. 
It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid. 
This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town. 
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary. 
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer. 
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best inter-
est of the Town to do so. 
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.  

Town of Marlborough, Connecticut 
By: David R. Porter, Town Manager 
Date: June 30, 2026 2TB 7/3, 7/10

Marlborough Legal Notice
Official Notice of Democratic Primary State and District Offices Only

Notice is hereby given that a Primary of the political party listed below will be held in Marlborough on August 11, 2026 for nomination to 
each office indicated below.
Notice is also hereby given that the following are the names of the party-endorsed candidates, if any, for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street address of said candidate. The party-endorsed candidates, if any, are indicated by an asterisk. 
Additionally, the following are the names of all other candidates who have filed their certificates of eligibility and consent to primary or 
have satisfied the primary petitioning requirements in conformity with the General Statutes as candidates for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street addresses of said candidates.

Office Party Candidate Address

Governor Democratic *Ned Lamont 4 Ashton Drive, Greenwich, CT 06831

Governor Democratic Josh Elliott 28 Cobblestone Dr., Hamden, CT 06518
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 26th day of June, 2026.
Stephanie Thomas
Secretary of the State
The foregoing is a copy of the notice which I have received from the Office of the Secretary of the State, in accordance with Section 
9-433 of the General Statutes. As provided, such primary will begin with early voting on August 3, 2026 through August 09, 2026, and 
the primary of the referenced party for nomination to the state or district offices therein specified will be held on August 11, 2026. The 
hours of voting during early voting and at said primary and the location of the polls will be as follows:
Early Voting - Hours of Voting

Date Hours Location

August 03, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Marlborough Town Hall
26 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

August 04, 2026 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 05, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 06, 2026 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

August 07, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 08, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

August 09, 2026 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Primary Day Voting: August 11, 2026
Hours of Voting: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location of Polling Place:

Elmer Thienes Mary Hall Elementary School
25 School Drive Marlborough CT 06447

Absentee Ballots will be counted at the polls.
Dated at Marlborough, Connecticut, this 26 day of June, 2026.
Lauren A. Griffin, Marlborough Town Clerk 

1TB 7/3

3TB  6/26, 7/3, 7/24

TOWN OF PORTLAND
Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of 
Portland that the first installment of Real Estate and Personal 
Property taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2025 are due and 
payable on July 1, 2026.  Motor vehicle taxes will also be due in 
one installment.
Taxes not paid in full on or before August 3, 2026, become delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate of 18% per annum (1.5% 
for each month or fraction thereof) dating back to the original 
due date of the bill. Two months of interest will be due on August 
4, 2026.  Minimum interest charge is $2.00.
Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable 
July 20, 2026. Payment not made in full on or before August 20, 
2026 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from due date.
Payments are accepted in person at 33 East Main Street, Port-
land, CT or by mail: Portland Collector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71, 
Portland, CT 06480-0071.  Payment can also be made online at 
www.portlandct.org or placed in the drop box.
As a matter of law, the taxpayer is liable to the town for the tax 
or water/sewer installment(s) as they become due and payable.  
Therefore, failure to receive a bill does not relieve the taxpayer 
of the statutorily required interest when a payment is late.
Regular office hours are as follows:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Holiday hours:
Friday, July 3rd closed
Michele B. Nuhn, CCMC, CCMO
Collector of Revenue

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

Taxes levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2025 become 
due and payable on July 1, 2026.  Real Estate tax bills of less 
than $250 and Motor Vehicle tax bills shall be due in a single 
installment on July 1, 2026.  Real Estate tax bills over $250 
shall be due and payable in two installments on July 1, 2026 
and January 1, 2027. The 1st installment Real Estate tax bill 
will utilize an interim mill rate of 36.85 mill, as approved by the 
Board of Finance under Hebron Charter Section 903C. The 
2nd installment will capture a set mill rate once the budget 
passes including any difference from the 1st installment bill. 
Personal Property bills will be billed once the budget passes, 
and a mill rate is set. 
Motor Vehicle and Real Estate Taxes received/postmarked 
by August 3, 2026, will be considered timely.  Payments re-
ceived/postmarked August 4th or later will be subject to inter-
est of 1.5% per month or 18 % annually from the due date in 
accordance with Connecticut General Statutes.  Initial interest 
starting August 4th is 3% of outstanding taxes with a minimum 
of $2.00 per tax account.  State Statutes dictate that failure 
to receive a bill does not invalidate amount due.
Please make checks payable to: Town of Hebron.  Pay-
ments may be mailed to our lockbox collection service: Town 
of Hebron CT Tax, PO Box 843137, Boston MA 02284-3137.  
A secured drop-off box is located on the lower level, south side 
of the Town Hall building at 15 Gilead St, Hebron, CT 06248 
for payments. Please see the town’s website www.hebronct.
com for on-line payment options.  
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street.  Our hours are Monday to Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm.  The Tax and Assessor’s Offices will close 
from 12:30 to 1:15 Monday – Thursday for lunch to accom-
modate a reduction in staff.  
Respectfully,  
Brigit M Tanganelli
Hebron Acting Revenue Collector 3TB  6/19, 7/3, 7/24

Water System Flushing
The Town Center Water System and Royal Oaks Water Sys-
tem will be flushed starting Monday, July 6, 2026 through 
Friday, July 10, 2026.
The Town of East Hampton Water Department periodically 
flushes its water lines to ensure that the valves are in good 
working order and to maintain water quality. Flushing will be 
between the hours of 8:00am and 3:00pm.  Please excuse any 
temporary drop in pressure and any possible discoloration of 
the water during flushing operations.  Customers are advised 
to avoid using washing machines, dishwashers or other water 
using devices during flushing operations.  Running the cold 
water will help to clear discolored water.  If discolored water or 
low pressure persists into the next day call the Town of East 
Hampton Water Dept. at 860-267-2536.

2TB  6/26, 7/3

TOWN OF PORTLAND PLANNING &
ZONING COMMISSION LEGAL NOTICE

OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning 
Commission will hold a Virtual Public Hearing on Thursday, 
July 16th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. Public access is through Zoom 
link A at www.portlandct.org to consider the following:
PZC Application #25-22: Proposed Amendment to the Port-
land Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 5.1, removal of 
retail motor fueling stations as an allowed use. Application of 
the Town of Portland.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard 
and written communications will be received. A copy of this 
application is available for public review in the Portland Land 
Use Department.
Dated at Portland, CT this 18th day of June 2026 Robert 
Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 7/3, 7/10

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on July 15, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in the 
Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave, 
Colchester, CT and online via Zoom to hear and consider the 
following application(s):
PZC2026-010 Eat Drink & Be Merry (Applicant/Owner) Spe-
cial Permit and Site Plan Application for a retail sales/service 
development at 79 Middletown Road (MBL 06-00-003-000). 
Zoning District: Suburban Use (SU) and Aquifer Protection 
Overlay Zone (APOZ). 
PZC2026-011 Center Village Duplexes Special Permit and 
Site Plan Modification Application for an increase in the size of 
a ground/freestanding sign in the Town Center District per Sec-
tion 11.6 of the Land Development (Zoning) Regulations and for 
the placement of such sign. 
At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written 
communications received. A copy of these applications is 
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office, 
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during 
regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through 
Friday). Application materials are also available on the Colches-
ter Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at https://www.
colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 2TB 7/3, 7/10

LEGALS
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REAL ESTATE

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
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PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

$Answers on page 28

ARRINGTON REAL ESTATE
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O N O RA MAN OF 
MY WORD.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

Jim Harrington, 
broker
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HEBRON LEGAL NOTICE
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF REPUBLICAN PRIMARY STATE AND DISTRICT OFFICES ONLY

Notice is hereby given that a Primary of the political party listed below will be held in Hebron on August 11, 2026 , for nomination to 
each office indicated below.
Notice is also hereby given that the following are the names of the party-endorsed candidates, if any, for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street address of said candidate. The party endorsed candidates, if any, are indicated by an asterisk. 
Additionally, the following are the names of all other candidates who have filed their certificates of eligibility and consent to primary or 
have satisfied the primary petitioning requirements in conformity with the General Statutes as candidates for nomination to each office 
indicated, together with the street addresses of said candidates.
Office		  Party		  Candidate		  Address                                                                     
State Senator - District 19	 Republican		  *Jason Guidone	 94 Cone Rd., Hebron, CT 06248
State Senator - District 19	 Republican		  Mike France		  17 Garden Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 23rd day of June, 2026.
Stephanie Thomas
SECRETARY OF THE STATE
The foregoing is a copy of the notice which I have received from the Office of the Secretary of the State, in accordance with Section 
9-433 of the General Statutes. As provided, the primary will begin with early voting on August 3, 2026 through August 9, 2026, and the 
primary of the referenced party for nomination to the state or district offices therein specified will be held on August 11, 2026. The hours 
of voting during early voting and at said primary and the location of the polls will be as follows:

Hours of Early Voting: Early Voting Location for All Hebron Democratic Party Voters
Monday, Aug. 3, 2026            10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Hebron Town Office Building

Lower Meeting Room
15 Gilead Street

Hebron, CT 06248

Tuesday, Aug. 4 2026              8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2026      10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026            8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 7, 2026               10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 8, 2026           10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 9, 2026             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Poll Hours on Primary Day:    August 11, 2026      6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location of Primary Day Polling Place for all Hebron Republican Party Voters :	 Hebron Elementary School
         						      92 Church Street, Hebron, CT 06248
Absentee ballots will be counted at the Primary Day Polling Location at the close of the polls.
Dated at Hebron, CT, this 25th day of June, 2026.
Town Clerk, Francesca Villani

1TB 7/3

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE

COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The first installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2025 
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover 
on July 1, 2026. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on 
line, or brought to Town Hall by August 3, 2026 to avoid an 
interest charge.  Interest will be charged starting August 4, 
2026 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1½% per 
month) from the due date of July 1st, with a minimum charge of 
$2 for each bill. 
View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check 
or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during 
business hours.  Payments by check or money order may be 
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box 
outside Town Hall. Typical office hours during collection months 
are Monday 8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8:15 am-4pm. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated 
office hours.
Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any 
interest which may, by State law, accrue.
If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4. 3TB  6/26, 7/3, 7/24 2TB 7/3, 7/10

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July 15, 2026 
at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoToMeeting 
Platform, on the following:
     I. Petition 2026-08: Petition of Friends of RHAM High School 
Football, Inc. for Special Permit approval to install temporary 
outdoor lighting at RHAM High School athletic competition field 
between September 8th and October 6th, 2026, per Section 
5.F.3.3 and 5.F.3.5 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 85 Wall 
Street, Residence-1 District.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Jul 15, 2026, 7:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/993052741

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 993-052-741

United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Get the app now and be ready when

your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 26th day of June 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair

P A R T - T I M E 
B A K E R  N E E D E D , 
GLASTONBURY: Will 
train. Early morning 
hours. Call for more info. 
860-657-4400.

R
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Debbie Walden
Lic. # RES 0707452

860-559-5176

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, July 5th • 1-3pm

17 Markham Road

East Hampton 
$799,900

93 Broad Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Meticulously  built custom post & beam Colonial 
home offering 3 BR’s & 2 baths situated at the end of a 
country lane. 8.72 acres. Central air. Hot & cold spiget & 
compressor for air on deck. Wired for generator. Amazing 
entertaining  kitchen. Newer addition family room/
sun room. New Furnace 2026, new roof 2025, new A/C 
compressor 2022.
This is the property to start your homestead! 40x42 & 30x42 
pole barn with 3 stall addition. 5 outbuildings one of which 
is a chicken coop. Plenty of room for the animals.!! Quiet 
and serene! Dir:RT16 to Tartia Road to Markham. #17

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Dog walking available. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

DRONE IMAGING, 
VIDEO, 3D MAPPING 
& FLIGHT TRAINING 
- C E N T R A L 
C O N N E C T I C U T : 
High-resolution aerial 
photography, cinematic 
video, precision 3D 
mapping, and drone flight 
classes for residential 
and commercial clients. 
Specializing in luxury 
homes,  real  estate 
marketing, construction 
p rog ress  t r ack ing , 
property inspections, 
a n d  3 D  m o d e l i n g . 
FA A - c e r t i f i e d  a n d 
fully insured. 10% of 
every project supports 
underfunded publ ic 
safety drone programs 
t h rough  NPS-DDP.
org. Contact Airborne 
Works for pricing: info@
airborneworks.com 860-
374-8510.
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Yard Expansions

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

R
E
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MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 
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Summer Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Schedule Your Cleanups Today 
We’re into summer and it’s time to start thinking about cutting

that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains. 

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SUMMER RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

RENTALS

TREE & LANDSCAPING

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At the June 25, 2026 meeting, the following actions were 
taken:
Approved Application #25-19: Proposed Amendment to the 
Portland Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 2.4, 5.1, 
5.4, 6.1, 7.3.4.A, 10.5.1.4, 10.6.2. These changes are being 
made in response and to comply with Public Act 25-1. Ap-
plication of the Town of Portland.
Approved Application #25-20: Proposed Map Amendment to 
the Portland Zoning Map. Creation of a Parking Manage-
ment District overlay zone that will cover a large portion of 
the downtown as well as the parcels fronting route 66. These 
changes are being made in response and to comply with 
Public Act 25-1. Application of the Town of Portland.
Dated at Portland, CT this 26th day of June 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 7/3

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
The Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 
will hold a hybrid in person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, 
July 7, 2026, at 7 Pm in the Town Hall Community Room to 
hear the following application and receive public comments:
Application 26-2W Replacement of Bridge No. 001007, Lake 
Road over Cheney Brook at Bausola Road.
Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the 
public hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building 
and Land Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232.  
The application is on file in the Building and Land Use Depart-
ment for public inspection or online on the Town of Andover’s 
website. 
Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted 
on the town’s website in the Calendar.
Savannah Kitchin
Inland Wetlands Agent

2TB  6/26, 7/3
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Thompson Landscape Improvement
 COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICE  

TIME FOR A NEW PATIO?• New Lawn Construction
• Tree Work & Removal
• Pruning & Mulching
• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing, Excavating,
 Bulldozer, Backhoe
 & Tractor Work
• Fence Design & Installation
• Patio Cleaning & Rejuvenation

860-659-1438 • www.ThompsonLandscapeCT.com

Over 40 Years Serving Glastonbury 
and Surrounding Towns

Let Us Restore Your Property 
To Its Natural Beauty!

New Design Services Available!

Brick, Blue Stone, Concrete Pavers, Retaining Walls, Driveways
NOW OFFERING Complete 
Inground Lawn Sprinkler

Maintenance & Installation

Licensed & Insured J3#0283688

E X P E R I E N C E D 
GARDNER: Weeding 
& watering. $25/hour. 
Call 860-759-2683.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING: pest plants 
and v ines removed 
from trees, walls, and 
gardens/land clearing. 
NO CHEMICALS EVER. 
Call Mike 860-398-0500. 
Portland.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News BulletinL A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. 
Call Thomas 860-267-
7515.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y: 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725

REAL ESTATE

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

R
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033
(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH 
Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

If So, We Need to Talk!

Oh Say can You See...

...Yourself in a New Home?
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• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 
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COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

C
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Spring Clean Ups & 
Debris Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation / 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush
• Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways, and 
  Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

TREE & LANDSCAPING

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
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4-
26

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT
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SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

SERVICES

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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ALL-WOOD 
Lawn Mowing Services

Senior & Veteran Discounts
Free Estimates

 860-798-4155CIT6-4-26

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew  Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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llc
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

07
02

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
• NEW INSTALLATIONS & REPLACEMENTS OF 

DRIVEWAYS OR PARKING LOTS • SEALING
• CRACK FILL • ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK

         • BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS

Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

R
E3
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
E1
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R  S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

W I N D O W  C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es
timate, Licensed & In
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

INTERIOR PAINTING, 
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex
pert textured ceiling 
repairs, f looring in
stallation, kitchen and 
bathroom updates/re
modelling. Handyman 
services. Over 35 years 
experience in all phases 
of remodelling. Reason
able prices/low hourly 
rates, licensed and in
sured. Call or text Mark 
at 860-805-8122.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

MECHANIC WILLING 
TO TRAVEL: to your 
home to repair you lawn 
mower, weed whacker, 
etc. $50 for travel upon 
arrival. If unable to re
pair item, No Charge. If 
able to repair item, cost 
is $100 per hour plus 
parts. Cash Only. Call 
Rich 860-716-1227.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

PLUMBING & BATH 
R E M O D E L I N G 
PROS! From complete 
plumbing services and 
repairs, to full or partial 
bath remodeling, WE 
DO IT ALL! Whether 
it’s a small fix or part of a 
larger project we provide 
professional, quality 
work at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Fully licensed 
and insured. Senior 
discounts available. 
C A L L  O R  T E X T 
JUSTIN TODAY! 203-
440-5496.
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6

-2
1-

24

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
IT

3-
5-

20

  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
E2
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
IT
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3
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in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E7
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

C
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345 RE
5-

15
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

R
E6
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate

C
IT
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Windows
• Lower your energy costs
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Reduce maintenance
• Lifetime warranty

Roofing
• Protect your largest asset - fix roof 
   problems now and avoid costly repairs later
• Increase the resale value of your home
• Professional job from start to finish
• Lifetime warranty shingles

Siding
• Many colors and styles to choose from
• Never have to paint your home again
• Industry’s most advanced materials
• Lifetime warranty

• Roofing • Siding • Windows • Decks CALL TODAY!
860-657-2038

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

CT#0632519

22 Kreiger lane, 
Glastonbury
www.ctexteriors.com

100% COVERAGE 
EVEN LABOR

C
IT
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FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
IT

1-
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
from dripping faucets 

to all your major 
plumbing/heating needs

Water Heaters
Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

C
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6Your Neighborhood Painters

877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs • Carpentry
• Ceiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E8

-3
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24Call Today!

KATE 202602 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202606 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202603 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202604 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202607 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202605 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

CI
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REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 16 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R  &  R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
estimates. Text/Call Marc 
anytime, 860-498-2524.

H A R D W O O D 
FLOORING: Installation, 
r e p a i r s ,  s a n d i n g , 
s t a i n i n g ,  d u s t l e s s 
refinishing. Carpet and 
vinyl, LVT and ceramic, 
a l l  f l oo r i ng .  F in i sh 
carpentry and decks. 
HIC#0624266. Ful ly 
insured. Free estimates. 
BROTHERS HOME 
I M P R O V E M E N T  & 
FLOORING, LLC. Locally 
owned/ operated info@
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

P A I N T I N G  - 
R E M O D E L I N G : 
I n t e r i o r - E x t e r i o r . 
W a t e r  d a m a g e , 
Ceil ing-Wall Repair, 
Wal lpaper removal , 
Cabinet ref inishing, 
Power washing, Deck 
& House  s ta in i ng /
paint ing,  Carpentry 
jobs.  #0674321. Fully 
Insured, Free Estimates,  
K&D Painting. Call Kris 
860-463-5246.
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

FOR SALE

INTERIOR
• All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
 Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
• WP Removal, Rep. Windows
• Home Improvements & Carpentry

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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FREE 
ESTIMATES 
INSURED

C
IT
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

TAG SALES

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 

C
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

C
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.

F
R

E
E

 E
S

T
IM

A
T

E
SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 
www.emonds.com 

Call for all of your
air conditioning needs. 

Lic. #392776
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CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING

H U G E  I N S I D E 
G A R A G E  S A L E -
EVERYTHING MUST 
GO:  Sat 7/4 & Sun 
7 / 5 .  8 a m - 5 p m .  1 6 
Skylark Rd, Colchester. 
Everything half price. 
Mechanic tools, patio 
furniture, grill, kitchen 
items, camper supplies, 
snowmobile parts, etc.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

FOUR P205/55R16 
SNOW TIRES: moun
ted on 2003-2008 Pon
tiac Vibe wheels in al
most new condition. Will 
fit some Toyota Matrix 
models. $450 for all four 
tires and wheels. Call 
Chuck 860-267-2215.

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com
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Freshen Up for Spring!
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REMEMBER WHAT THEY DECLARED
… all men are created equal, that they are  

endowed by their Creator with certain  
unalienable Rights, that among these are  

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness …

Pursuing the values of 
honesty, integrity,  

and trust in every phase  
of homeownership.

REUnited!United!

Jim HarringtonJim Harrington, broker
JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  R E A L  E S T A T E

RE7-2-26


