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East Hampton Loves a Parade 

Members of the Ancient Mariner Fife & Drum Corps were among the many marchers 
at last weekend’s Old Home Days Parade. See additional photos on pages 30 and 31.

By Anne Lilburn
East Hampton’s annual Old Home Days re-

turned once again this past weekend, with a 
patriotic nod to the nation’s 250th birthday and 
a theme of “Bells, Boats and the Birth of Our 
Nation.”

The event took place from July 9-11, and as 
usual, included a carnival, live music, a 5K road 
race and a Saturday parade.

The annual Old Home Days Parade took 
place on July 11, and featured nearly two hours’ 
worth of entertainment from a wide range of 
groups. There were enough firetrucks to make 
their own parade, a monster truck, several floats 
from local businesses and organizations, draft 
horses from Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue, 
and musical groups that included marching 
bands, fife and drum groups and bagpipers.

Parade marchers and participants on floats 
tossed candy and trinkets for children to chase 
down as they passed by, but perhaps none were as 
valuable as the cold ice pops on the hot sunny day.

On the hill in front of the congregational 
church, parade-goers gathered in the shade 
under the large tree, not far from the gazebo 
where Old Home Days President John Tuttle 
announced the approaching parade entries.

Patty Wick, who said she has lived in East 
Hampton for almost 49 years and has attended 
many of these parades, knew exactly what to do 
to get the best spot under the tree: she said she 
came by to set up her chair at 9 a.m., two hours 
before the start of the parade.

She said her husband had been involved with 
setting up the Senior Center’s impressive float 
and would be riding on it that day, but she didn’t 

want to this year, so she set up her folding chair, 
went for a three mile walk on the Air Line Trail, 
and came back to watch the parade. She de-
scribed it as an ideal morning.

Hannah Hughes-Waage and her mother, 
Cynthia Masters-Waage, were visiting from 
England with Hughes-Waage’s two children, 
aged 2 and “almost 4.” The mother and daugh-
ter said they have family in East Hampton and 
visit every year, but had never been here for the 
parade,

“We’ve been coming to Connecticut since I 

was a kid every summer,” said Hughes-Waage, 
but “right now, the schools aren’t out in the 
U.K., so we’ve never been to the parade because 
it’s always been school time.”

They said they enjoyed the American-style 
parade, noting that parades like this were a bit 
less common in England. For the kids, especial-
ly Hughes-Waage’s son Otto, the fire trucks were 
the main attraction, even if they were a bit loud.

One of the new attractions for this year was 
the red, white and blue car parade that served as 
the opening act. Dozens of cars, ranging from 

sports cars to pickups to one vehicle that was 
a dead ringer for “Little Blue Truck” from the 
famous children’s book, drove along the parade 
route, with cars in small groups of red, white 
and blue. Tuttle said there were at least 60 cars 
at the parade.

Also part of the parade event was a helicopter 
flyover over the main viewing area, which was 
something Tuttle had said was a grassroots ef-
fort, with local pilots agreeing to participate us-
ing their own aircraft.

Elected officials also attended and marched, 
including members of the Town Council, and 
Senator Richard Blumenthal, who regularly at-
tends East Hampton’s Old Home Days. Events 
like this, said Blumenthal, highlight a commu-
nity’s strengths.

“This kind of great parade doesn’t happen by 
magic,” he said. “It takes a lot of hard work.”

Tuttle said he was proud of this year’s Old 
Home Days event, which he said would be his 
last as president of the committee, as he and his 
wife prioritize making time for family outside 
the state. This year, with the 250th celebration, 
was a great way to finish on a high note, he said.

 “It was great to see so much red, white and 
blue in the parade,” he said. “The parade was 
fantastic and we did our best to decorate the 
grounds as well to help celebrate America’s 
birthday.”

“The event really brings together so many 
different departments within our town,” Tuttle 
said, “from public works, and all the EMS and 
police, and, and the school system, and it touch-
es so many departments and so many parts of 
our community, and it’s a great unifying event, 
which is what it’s supposed to be.” 

CCT Helps Young Stars Dare to Dream
By Toriana Williams

For the past two weeks, Colchester Commu-
nity Theatre (CCT) has been helping local youth 
“dare to dream.” And on Saturday, those musical 
dreams will on be on display for all to see.

CCT’s 2026 Summer Children’s Theater 
Workshop will present Disney’s Dare to Dream 
Jr. on Saturday, July 18, at 2 p.m. in the Bacon 
Academy Auditorium, 611 Norwich Ave. Tick-
ets are $8 and can be purchased at colchester.
ludus.com/select.php.

For two busy weeks, the halls of Bacon Acad-
emy are filled with music, dancing and the 
sound of young performers hopefully discover-
ing their love for the arts. This year’s workshop 
marks the 26th year of CCT’s popular summer 
program, which brought 56 children ranging 
from students entering second grade to experi-
enced teenage performers.

Some have never stepped onto a stage before, 
and others are already mentoring younger cast 
members.

Together, though, they are preparing Disney’s 
Dare to Dream Jr., a musical revue built around 
beloved Disney songs and an uplifting message 

about believing in yourself. Director Wallis 
Johnson, one of the founders of CCT, said the 
workshop is about much more than putting on 
a show.

“This is a workshop show,” she said. “We’re 
using the show to teach kids about theater.”

The story follows a group of young “imagi-
neers” who learn that dreams become possible 
when people work together.

“This play is based on a group of Imagineers 
who are working to make their dreams come 
true by working together as a team,” said John-
son. “The story is told through the use of Disney 
songs from famous Disney movies.”

Audience members can expect familiar songs 
from classics such as Beauty and the Beast, The 
Lion King, Mary Poppins and Aladdin – as well 
as songs from newer Disney hits as well. 

“We have a lot of songs that are new for this 
show,” said Johnson. “I think [the audience] is 
going to love them.”

While the audience only watches an hour 
of their performance, the young cast spends 
countless hours learning music, choreography, 
acting and stage presence in the short span of 

just two weeks.
“The kids work really hard. They’re wonder-

ful campers,” said Johnson. “Some magic hap-
pens, and it’s a beautiful show.”

Music Director Diane Ozmun said every 
summer workshop has a lesson woven into the 
production. This year, that lesson is about never 
giving up on your dreams.

“The nice thing about [the workshop] is that 
there’s always a theme incorporated,” said Oz-
mun. “It’s about having your dreams, working 
toward your dreams and understanding that 
sometimes things go really well and sometimes 
they don’t – but you’ve got to keep going.”

The workshop does not only teach singing 
and acting. Students begin with auditions for 
the sake of the experience, then rotate through 
music rehearsals, choreography, acting exer-
cises and craft projects connected to the show’s 
theme. Guest speakers also visit throughout the 
program to encourage children to chase their 
own dreams.

“We’re really trying to get kids to learn about 
what it means to be part of musical theater,” said 
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Farmers MarketFarmers Market
Hosted by Zina’s CucinaHosted by Zina’s Cucina

Every Wednesday through October 14, Every Wednesday through October 14, 
from 4-7from 4-7pmpm.  Located on the .  Located on the 
Marlborough Town GreenMarlborough Town Green

SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.

Wednesdays:Wednesdays:
1/2 price1/2 price

bottles of winebottles of wine
at Zina’s!at Zina’s!

RE11-29-24

Fun at the Farm… Andover seniors enjoyed the sunshine and the calming scent 
and beauty of blooming lavender at Lavendar Ridge Farms (LRF) in Coventry. Par-
ticipants gathered fresh cuttings, savored cookies and tea, and soaked in the peaceful 
atmosphere of the farm. Pictured from left are Ashley Roberts, host Greg Doane, 
Janice Bazzanni, Kaline Zieba, Julia Haverl, Carol Bowen, host Chelsea Doane, and 
an LRF assistant.

Summer Programs for Kids at Library
Listed below are some of the upcoming sum-

mer programs being offered for kids at Andover 
Public Library. All programs are held at the li-
brary this summer. Call the library to sign up or 
with any questions, 860-742-7428. You can find 
the complete summer program flyer posted on 
Andover Public Library’s Facebook page.

 ¡Amigos!: Saturday, July 18, 1 p.m.  Explore, 
Relate, Celebrate!/¡Explorar, Relacionar, Cel-
ebrar! As part of the Early Roots Collaborative, 
parent ambassador Doris Maldonado Méndez 
and Andover Elementary School student Ma-
rie will lead another bilingual summer series at 
the Andover Library, sharing stories that help 
young children explore big feelings, relate to 
peers, and celebrate the strength of community. 
There will be a special “Navidad en Julio” ses-
sion of ¡Amigos! on Saturday, July 25, at 10:30 

a.m., with Mrs. Merry Claus as special guest.
Butterflies with Julie!: Tuesday, July 21, 6 

p.m. Retired state Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection wildlife biologist 
(and Andover resident) Julie Victoria invites 
children to learn why butterflies are important, 
and about the life cycles and how to help them.  

 Fun with Bubbles!: Wednesday, July 22, 4 
p.m. Kids will learn how to create their own 
bubble wands, and then go outside and blow 
some bubbles. There is space for 12 children.  

 Pet Care 101 for Kids: Thursday, July 23, 4 
p.m. Throughout this interactive Connecticut 
Humane Society program, children will learn 
the ins and outs of pet ownership, reviewing 
what they already know about pets and build-
ing upon their knowledge to better understand 
what pets need to thrive.  
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FOR SALE! JUST
LISTED!

152 CHASE HOLLOW 5 STARVIEW WAY

in Julyin July

MARLBOROUGH $579,900

EAST HAMPTON $1,200,000 

SOLD!
74 SPELLMAN POINT ROAD

$200K+ OVER LIST!$200K+ OVER LIST!

UNDER

CONTRACT!

53 MEEKS POINT ROAD130 COLTON ROAD

GLASTONBURY $1,075,000

PENDING!

53 MEEKS POINT RD

EAST HAMPTON $149,000

YOUR VERY OWN ISLAND!

FOR SALE!
3 ISLAND

EAST HAMPTON $825,000 

MARLBOROUGH $777,000

EAST HAMPTON $695,000GLASTONBURY $829,000

PORTLAND $384,900

129 SANER ROAD

218 NEW LONDON TPKE, GLASTONBURY

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING... REAL ESTATE!

List with Margaret
Wilcox and receive a
FREE one-year AHS

Home Warranty!

Featured Listing

7/ 1 6 / 2 6  -  8 / 1 5 / 2 6

FOR SALE!

SOLD!
78 S. BUCKBOARD LANE
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75 BAY ROAD
EAST HAMPTON, CT
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They’ll Be Walking in Memphis… Cliff Taylor & The Undertakers Band (a.k.a. 
Brandt Taylor Band) won the 2026 Connecticut Blues Society Band Challenge, held 
recently at Black-Eyed Sally’s in Hartford. The band – which features an Andover 
resident – will travel to Memphis, Tenn., next January to represent Connecticut in 
the International Blues Challenge. Band members from left are Andover resident Jeff 
Bousfield on keyboards, Canterbury resident Brandt (Cliff) Taylor on vocals and lead 
guitar, Brooklyn resident Jay Wiggin on bass and vocals, and Jewett City resident Mike 
Aubin on drums. For more on the band, visit  www.clifftaylorandtheundertakers.com.

Kids Art Class 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

is offering a Kids Art Class on Wednesdays from 
3-4 p.m. this month, for kids in grades 4-8. All 
skill levels are welcome.

 Class is led by local artist Kim Desrosiers. 
The remaining weekly themes are: July 22, De-
coupage Seashell Trinket Dishes: transform or-
dinary seashells into useful dishes; and July 29, 
Mermaid Rocks: create colorful metallic mer-
maid scales on painted rocks.

Fee is $18 for one class or $34 for two classes. 
Discount available for siblings. Space is limited. 
Supplies are provided. 

To register, call the center at 860-742-7305 
ext. 4510. 

Summer Basketapalooza at Library

History Museum
Open Saturday

The Andover Historical Society will open 
its Museum of Andover History Saturday, 
July 18, from 4-6 P.M. New items are con-
tinuously being added to the display. The 
museum is located in the Old Town Hall on 
Monument Lane.

¡Feliz Navidad en Julio!
All are invited to join Early Roots Collabora-

tive Parent Ambassador Doris Maldonado Mé-
ndez and Andover Elementary student Marie at 
Andover Public Library on Saturday, July 25, at 
10:30 a.m., for a special bilingual story time cel-
ebrating Christmas in July.

The story time will feature From Boriquén to 
Bethlehem: A Coquí and the Three Wise Men. In 
this joyful tale, the Magi arrive thanks to helpful 
Amigos, travel across the world and may even de-

cide to adopt a curious little Coquí along the way.  
 Following the bilingual reading, families will 

enjoy a visit from Mrs. Merry Claus, who will 
share the delightful summer adventure Mrs. 
Claus Takes a Vacation.

 This activity is part of the ¡Amigos! Summer 
Bilingual Series at Andover Public Library.

Holiday‑themed crafts and treats will be pro-
vided. For more information, call 860-742-7428.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

The Andover Community and Senior Center 
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping: Tues-
days, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Willimantic 7/28, and in 
Manchester on 7/21. 

Coffee & Tour of the Center: Monday, 7/27, 
11 a.m. All are invited for a cup of hot coffee and 
a tour of the center. Meet the director, explore 
the facility, and learn about the programs, ac-
tivities, and services offered. 

Andover Bingo: Runs through 7/31. Capture a 
photo to score a bingo! Your bingo card is in the 
monthly “Community Connections” newsletter. 
Complete a bingo, then bring your card to the 
center to claim your bingo prize. One prize per 
household. See the newsletter for full details.

Senior Garden Club: Several varieties of 
basil are now ready and cherry, heirloom and 
beefsteak tomatoes will ready to harvest soon. 
CaIl the center if you would like to participate 
in gardening.

Walking Club: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Low-key, no-pressure walking club. Groups 
forming now for walks along the Rails to Trails, 
the track at Long Hill or indoors at the center. 
Contact the center if you are interested.

Lawn Games: Tuesdays, 1 p.m. Enjoy clas-
sic lawn games including Yahtzee, Tic-Tac-Toe, 
Yard Pong, Ring Toss, and Cornhole. Lemonade 
will be served. All are welcome. To register, con-
tact the center.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice 
Cream: Friday, 7/24, 1 p.m., traveling to Fish 
Family Farm. Call the center to register and pick 
up your passport.

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 7/23, 9 a.m. 
Cost is $42. Call the center for an appointment. 
Transportation is available.

The Andover Friends of the Library is pre-
senting the Summer Basketpalooza fundrais-
er, featuring eight gift baskets.

Baskets include: $170 worth of gift cards on 
one banner; various vintage and new Boston 
Red Sox items, including a signed baseball 
by pitcher Garrett Whitlock, as well as game 
tickets donated by both the Portland Sea Dogs 
(AA) and Worcester Red Sox (AAA); home-
made jams & jellies made by Andover’s Janet 

Platz; bottles of wine; Christmas in July; a bas-
ket for kids; and two special baskets filled with 
goodies relating to both owls and mermaids.

A sheet of 26 tickets is available for a $10 
donation. Tickets are available through Aug. 
1 during the library’s open hours: Monday-
Thursday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

The drawings will be held Monday, Aug. 3, 
at 5 p.m. 
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6

Bulletin Board
I ran into an old schoolmate recently who has kept busy in retirement by devoting himself 

to a wide variety of volunteer work. Between soup kitchens and bike rides on behalf of cancer 
research, rallies to house the unhoused and picking up roadside litter on his daily walks, he is 
the personification of community service and good will. 

“So,” he said finally. “What have you been up to?” 
“I don’t really know,” I admitted. “I cut the grass when it needs it. I brood a lot. I can spend 

a whole afternoon wondering if dinner that day will feature something with gravy. I really like 
gravy.”  

He made an effort to look understanding, but I realized afterward that  I needed more pur-
pose in my life. I needed a plan.

Some people choose to spend their twilight years traveling, perhaps touring Europe or sail-
ing around the world. Others, such as my former schoolmate, prefer to devote themselves to 
community service, perhaps delivering meals to the homebound or emptying bedpans in local 
hospitals. Yet others devote themselves to political activism.

While I commend these people,  none of that is for me. I have chosen a different path 
toward personal fulfillment. After much consideration, I have decided to devote my twilight 
years to being an outstanding curmudgeon. (That’s Plan A. Plan B is to live until Social Secu-
rity goes broke.)

I will admit, this was a difficult decision. I was frankly torn between striving to be an out-
standing curmudgeon or devoting my efforts toward being a burden to my children. To my 
great joy, after much contemplation, it  occurred to me that the two are not mutually exclusive.

My plan now is to model myself on the famed Mr. Rogers of kiddie TV’s “Mr. Rogers’ 
Neighborhood.” Except my “neighborhood” will feature a cranky, venomous approach to the 
world, instead of that all-embracing good-naturedness that made Mr. Rogers such a beloved 
figure.

Instead of a gentle, “Good morning, children. Welcome to the neighborhood,” I intend  to 
lurk outside in the yard, waving my garden hose in a threatening manner, shouting, “Get off 
my grass you little bastards” at  trespassing children, periodically breaking the routine by 
staggering in aimless circles with my fly down.  The fact that I’ve lost most of my hair and now 
look a lot like a cantankerous snapping turtle, will only add to my mystique. 

But this is only a part of the new me. Beyond tormenting children, I have compiled a brief  
list of wider curmudgeonly goals that will secure my place in the minds, if not the hearts, my 
fellow citizens.

– I will proclaim my failing internal thermostat to the world by wearing sweaters in August 
and exposing my flabby upper body with sleeveless muscle shirts in January.

– I will never give up my driver’s license, even if I shrink to the point that I have to pile up 
old Playboy magazines on the car seat in order to see over the steering wheel.

– I will drive everywhere (including interstate highways) at only one speed (20mph) and if 
the traffic behind me extends farther than I can see in the rearview mirror, I will, in the name 
of safety, slow down to 15mph.

– I’ll save money on meals by going to the post-funeral receptions of total strangers to take 
advantage of the buffet, and if anyone challenges me, I will fart and say I am an old school 
chum of the deceased. 

 – When investment brokers, solar panel salesmen and similar nuisances call me, I will tell 
them I’m not allowed to handle my own money and give them the phone number of which-
ever one of my sons last annoyed me.	

 – Similarly, when I am approached by charitable organizations and piously told I can sup-
port an entire Third World village for the price of a mere cup of coffee a day, I will retort that 
I’d rather have the coffee.

– I’ll gradually  spend my life’s savings on TV shopping network stuff, so when I die my 
kids will find an empty bank account and a basement full of miracle omelet makers, collaps-
ible pocket fishing poles and cunning devices that transform ordinary radishes into decorative 
chrysanthemums.

That’s it for  now, but I do feel so much better for having something to look forward to 
besides gravy.

Jim Hallas

The Fourth of July has come and gone, but 
if you think you’ve missed your chance to cel-
ebrate America’s 250th birthday, think again.

There will continue to be events through-
out the year in honor of the U.S. semiquincen-
tennial – and a very interesting-sounding one 
is coming up in Middletown next weekend.

WIHS 104.9 FM will host “Saints & Patri-
ots,” a patriotic outdoor celebration of Amer-
ica 250 and Connecticut’s Christian heritage, 
on Saturday, July 25 from 5-7 p.m., at the 
WIHS Amphitheater, located at 1933 South 
Main St. (Route 17) in Middletown. The rain 
date is Sunday, July 26. Admission is free and 
open to the public. Dress is casual. Guests are 
encouraged to bring folding chairs, blankets 
and snacks.  

 Saints & Patriots will be emceed by Con-
necticut on-air radio personality Allison De-
mers, with opening prayer by WIHS general 
manager Matt Harper. Jerilyn Boudreau, a 
singer from Windsor Locks, will sing the na-
tional anthem, followed by patriotic music by 
the Mystic River Brass Ensemble (Salvation 
Army) from Mystic.

There will also be a message on Connecti-
cut’s Christian heritage by Tom and Deb-
bie Berrill from the Institute of Connecticut 
History in Bristol; inspirational immigrant 
testimonies by the Rev. Abraham Chan and 
Stella Tse with the Golden Lampstand Asso-
ciation in South Windsor; celebratory praise 
and worship music by the McGrail Band from 
central Massachusetts; a Gospel message and 
invitation by WIHS Board President Drew 

Crandall from Ellington; more music by the 
Mystic River Brass Ensemble; and, lastly, a 
singing of God Bless America led by Jerilyn 
Boudreau and closing prayer by WIHS Morn-
ing Cheer host Gerry Williams of New Britain.

For more information, contact WIHS at 
860-346-1049 or office@wihsradio.org, or 
visit wihsradio.org. 

* * *
There are of course still fireworks opportu-

nities too. While it’s true the bulk have already 
taken place, there are three shows coming up 
tomorrow, Saturday, July 18. 

In Bristol, there will be Fireworks Over the 
Lake at Lake Compounce, starting at 9 p.m.

Fireworks will come at the end of a pair 
of day-long events happening tomorrow. In 
Newington, the “Life. Be in it. Extravaganza” 
will take place at Mill Pond Park. The carni-
val opens at 10 a.m., and fireworks blast off 
at 9:30 p.m.

Meanwhile, there’s “Celebrate East Lyme,” 
taking place along Main Street in Niantic. The 
event starts at 1 p.m., and there will be fire-
works at 9 p.m.

I still haven’t seen any fireworks shows this 
year – I wound up watching the Argentina 
World Cup game last Saturday night instead 
of seeing the Manchester fireworks – so you 
may just spot me at one of the shows tomor-
row. Once again, I’ll probably be the only 
schlub brave enough to be seen in a Mets 
shirt.

* * *

Tie a Yellow Ribbon… Members of Fowler-Dix-Park VFW Auxiliary 5095 decorated 
the town’s “Yellow Ribbon Tree” with photos and brief biographies of the country’s 
Founding Fathers, for East Hampton’s recent Old Home Days, which also celebrated 
America’s 250th Anniversary. From left are Judy Barnes, Corinne Turcotte, Jason 
Prince and Kelly Ezold.

Lake Water Quality Status
To the Editor:

East Hampton’s Lake Pocotopaug is follow-
ing a fairly typical spring to early summer wa-
ter quality pattern, with respect to water clarity, 
algae types, and nutrient content. Water clarity 
has declined from 6+ feet in April down to 3 to 
3-½ feet in June and has stabilized going into 
July. Measurements of algae initially had a fa-
vorable mix of mostly diatoms relative to prob-
lematic blue-green algae, indicating reasonable 
lake health, but blue-green has increased in June 
and now dominates. Total algal content has in-
creased to a moderate, though not excessive, 
level. 

Nutrients, which feed and can promote al-
gae growth are rising and currently between 
reasonable and moderately problematic levels. 
The sources of increasing nutrients are typically 
from: 1) Rainwater and fertilizer runoff inflow 
from the lake watershed, including via storm 
drains, and, 2) Lake bottom sediments releasing 
nutrients.

To help support lake health we have two, 
continuous, ongoing lake in-water treatments: 
1) The lake aeration system of 56 aerator dif-
fusers fed by two onshore air compressors via 
hoses run along the lake bottom, and, 2) Con-
tinuous injection of a biological treatment to 
reduce algae growth and improve water health. 
The aeration system mixes water at the deepest 

America 250 Thank You
To the Editor:

On behalf of East Hampton’s America 250 
Committee, I would like to thank Kevin Burn-
ham who created and oversaw the construction 
of the float that the America 250 Committee 
provided for the annual Old Home Day parade. 
Special thank you to Jason Gagne, Mark Pekar 
and Ted Hintz who assisted with the construc-
tion. I would also like to thank the East Hamp-
ton Fire Department with assistance from James 
Burke and Shawn Webster who towed the float 
in the parade.

Using pictures and postcards provided by the 
Chatham Historical Society, Kevin Burnham 
created a float that offered those viewing it an 
opportunity to go back in time and appreciate 
what East Hampton was like in the early 1900s. 
It was very apparent from those viewing the pa-
rade that the float was very well received and 
appreciated.

The construction of the float would not have 
been possible without generous support from 
Paul’s and Sandy’s, Belltown Auto, Bevin Bell 
and the Chatham Historical Society. Plans are 
being made to have the float entered in the Mid-
dlesex County 250 Parade scheduled for this La-
bor Day, Monday, Sept. 7.

Kevin Reich and Jack Solomon,
Co-Chairs of East Hampton’s

America 250 Committee
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Piano
Tuner

Tuning, 
Repairs & 
Cleaning

Contact
Ted Williams

Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309
www.ConnecticutPianoTuning.com
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396
       

 © 2026 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary   
of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate,     

and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway      
HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol    

are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a     
Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.     
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

Many homeowners think the selling process begins when the “For Sale” sign goes in the 
yard.
In reality, the best time to prepare is often six months before you plan to list.
Starting early gives you time to make smart decisions instead of rushed ones.
Begin by tackling deferred maintenance. Fix dripping faucets, repair damaged trim, 
replace burned-out light fixtures, and address small issues. Individually they may seem 
minor, but together they influence a buyer’s perception of how well the home has been 
cared for.
Next, start decluttering.
Sorting through years of belongings takes longer than most people expect. Donating, 
selling, or packing away items you won’t need after the move can make your home feel 
larger and make moving day much easier.
If you’re considering improvements, get advice before spending money. Not every ren-
ovation adds value. Often, fresh paint, improved landscaping, or refinishing hardwood 
floors provide a better return than an expensive remodel.
It’s also a good time to gather records for major improvements, roof replacements, heat-
ing systems, or septic maintenance. Buyers appreciate knowing a home has been well 
maintained.
Finally, think about your next move. Whether you’re buying another home, downsizing, 
or relocating, planning ahead gives you more flexibility and less stress.
Preparing early won’t just make selling easier—it can help your home show better, attract 
more buyers, and maximize your results.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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Preparing Six Months Before You List Your Home

Single-Family Homes
• 9 homes sold

• Average sale price: $569,100
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 103%

• Average days on market: 15 days
• Median days on market: 5 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 1 sold at $220,000

• Sale-to-list ratio: 102%
• Average days on market: 40 days

11/13 Pickering St. • Portland • 860-342-0612
Open Tues. - Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2, Sun. 8-12:30
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SUMMER 
SUPPLIES!

•	Carhartt	Clothing
•	Shorts	&	Tee	Shirts
•	Camping	Supplies
•	Pocket	Knives
•	Timex	Watches

•	American	Flags
•	Mosquito	Headnets
•	Mosquito
	 Camping	Nets
...and so much more!

Congrats, VFW!
To the Editor:

Fowler-Dix-Park Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary 5095 congratulates Post Command-
er Edward Turner and all Post Comrades for 
achieving ‘All-American’ Post for the fourth 
consecutive year.   This National distinction rec-
ognizes exceptional leadership and teamwork, 
authentic accomplishment in membership 
growth and VFW core programs.

Thank you to all community members who 
supported our fundraisers, attended our events, 
and/or participated in our Patriotic programs.  
Thank you to all the youth who entered our Pa-
triotic Pen, Voice of Democracy, and Patriotic 
Art Scholarship contests and to our East Hamp-
ton teachers who assisted.

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Barnes, Secretary 

VFW Auxiliary 5095
East Hampton

Snail Mail
To the Editor:

Twice in recent months, I have had the need 
to send first-class certified letters to Fargo, N.D. 
One toured much of the U.S. before being deliv-
ered 29 days later. The second took 14 days to 
be delivered.

The distance from Portland, Conn., to Fargo, 
N.D. is about 1,500 miles. In 1860, letters car-
ried by Pony Express would travel 200 miles 
per day. By the 1860 Pony Express standard, my 
letters should have arrived in 7.5 days. For this 
terrible service, Postmaster General Steiner has 
recently awarded himself a significant bonus. I 
don’t know if Postmaster General Steiner is re-
warding himself for his efforts to put the USPS 
out of business or for his own incompetence. In 
either case, he should not receive any bonus. He 
should be fired.

I am writing this out of frustration with the 
current mail service and to suggest that anyone 
sending time-sensitive mail select a means oth-
er than the U.S. Postal Service’s first-class mail.

Doug Sargent – Portland

Dementia Talks No. 65 
To the Editor:

Every visit with Mom is different.
There was one day I found Mom napping 

in a dining room chair (it did not look really 
comfy, I must add); a staff member said Mom 
didn’t want to get up and go to the activity. I 
took up a seat next to her, used my body as a 
pillow to prop up her head and she snoozed for 
a bit. She woke up, a little groggy, she agreed to 
move a more comfortable arrangement – one 
of the couches. Soon after sitting down, she fell 
quickly back to sleep on my shoulder. It was a 
recovery day for Mom.

Several days later, I saw Mom in the ‘Town 
Square’ (the community activity area) when I 
arrived. She wasn’t so interested in what was go-
ing on and she was much more than interested 
in standing up and taking a walk. She had her 
quota of sitting for the moment. We got outside, 
and took a walk on the path around the build-
ing. The ‘resident’ rabbit graced us with a visit, 
although brief!

We never know how Mom will present from 
day to day. We can’t predict what she will want 
to do, or not do. So many factors play into her 
level of engagement – from how she slept, to 
staff interactions, to how she physically feels, to 
the types of activities she has been participat-
ing in.

Both days were good days, as I was able to 
spend time with her. A slice of time in our Al-
zheimer’s adventure. Always, knowing that the 
next time will be different from the previous.

Meet your loved one where they are and 
know that you are not alone.

PS. Next week I’ll share more thoughts about 
assisted living communities based on Mom’s va-
cation home.

With peace and kindness, 
Tonya Maurer – Amston

Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

Ellen Paul for Women’s Rights
To the Editor:

There are decisions that belong to govern-
ment, and decisions that belong to people. Most 
of us, whatever our politics, would put a wom-
an’s private medical care in the second category.

In 2025, the Connecticut House voted on 
House Bill 7213, protecting access to reproduc-
tive health care. This was not a party-line cliff. 
On final passage, a majority of the Republican 
caucus, 25 to 23, voted to protect that access. 
Our representative, Steve Weir, voted ‘no,’ join-
ing the 23.

You can hold deep personal convictions on 
this subject and still believe that the choice it-
self belongs to the woman and her doctor, not 
to a legislator in Hartford. A growing number of 
Rep. Weir’s own colleagues seem to have arrived 
there. He has not, not on this bill, and not on 
any contested bill of its kind in the record.

The 55th District is home to people of every 
view on this question. What we should be able 
to share is the principle that some decisions are 
simply not the state’s to make. On the day the 
House affirmed that, our representative did not.

Jo Souza – Hebron

Every Taxpayer
Dollar Matters!

To the Editor:
Before Colchester taxpayers approve another 

spending increase, we need to ask one simple 
question: Are our town leaders making the 
careful, responsible decisions we expect when 
spending our tax dollars?

Colchester is a community worth investing 
in. But investing in our town also means mak-
ing responsible choices with taxpayer money. 
Families, seniors, and longtime residents de-
serve confidence that elected officials are setting 
priorities that allow people to continue calling 
Colchester home without being taxed beyond 
what they can afford.

When taxpayers are asked to approve larger 
budgets year after year, they deserve to know 
their money is being used wisely. Since FS 
Dennler took office, town spending has in-
creased by more than 23%. At a time when 
families and seniors are facing rising costs, add-

lake areas to maintain adequate oxygenation at 
the bottom, which reduces anaerobic bacteria 
activity, minimizing release of nutrients from 
sediments. It also benefits fish by eliminating 
oxygen-deficient layers in the deep areas. The 
aeration system was activated on April 7th and 
the bio-treatment on May 7th this year. Last 
year they were shut down on first week of No-
vember and first week of October, respectively.

Two years ago we had a major infestation of 
hydrilla, an aquatic invasive species. We were 
able to control it over the past two years with 
two treatment types: 1) We did a substantial 
winter lake level drawdown to expose near 
shore Hydrilla roots to freezing conditions, and, 
2) During last summer we applied very low con-
centrations of Sonar brand herbicide treatment. 
This year, May 27th, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) conducted a (bright pink) 
dye study on the lake with the intent of learn-
ing about water flow for use in potential future 
invasive weed treatment experiments. Currently 
the USACE program for our lake is on hold. We 
continue to monitor for invasive weeds.

East Hampton Conservation-
Lake Commission

Exciting Things
are Happening!

To the Editor:
We are thrilled to announce an upcoming 

partnership with Hartford Hospital to bring a 
new Stroke Support Group and an educational 
Stroke Series to our community. These pro-
grams are designed for stroke survivors, their 
families, caregivers, and anyone supporting a 
loved one on the road to recovery.

A stroke can change a life in an instant, but 
recovery does not end when a patient leaves the 
hospital. Ongoing education, emotional sup-
port, and access to community resources play 
a vital role in helping individuals regain confi-
dence, maximize independence, and improve 
their overall quality of life.

As our population continues to age, programs 
like these are essential to promoting healthy ag-
ing and helping older adults successfully age in 
place. By providing education on stroke pre-
vention, recovery strategies, wellness, adaptive 
resources, and peer support, we can empower 
individuals to remain active, engaged, and con-
nected within their community.

At the Portland Senior Center, we believe that 
healthy aging is about more than living longer. 
It is about living well. Building partnerships 
with leading healthcare organizations such as 
Hartford Hospital allows us to bring evidence 
based programs and valuable resources directly 
to the people who need them most.

Whether you are a stroke survivor, a caregiv-
er, a family member, or simply someone inter-
ested in learning more about stroke awareness 
and prevention, we invite you to stay tuned. Ad-
ditional details, registration information, and 
program dates will be announced soon.

Together, we are building a healthier, stron-
ger, and more supportive community for older 
adults and their families.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW
Director and Municipal Agent 

Portland Senior Center
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in Berlin

CIT6-25-26

You Deserve a Great Meal!
We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza
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“PLAY IT FORWARD! Give your old 
brass and woodwind instruments new 
life! CMB is accepting used woodwind 
and brass instruments to support 
music in our schools. Donate at the 
concerts on the green July 16th and 
30th. For ongoing donations and a list 
of all accepted instruments, contact 
colchestermusicboosters@gmail.com.”
For more information on advertising your 

“Happenings” please call 860-633-4691.
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Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
Lastly, if you know of a particularly civic-

minded resident of Portland or East Hamp-
ton, you might want to nominate them for the 
Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce’s 
2026 Distinguished Citizen Award.

Each year, the Chamber presents the Dis-
tinguished Citizen Award to one or more in-
dividuals who have served as an inspiration 
to others and are recognized throughout the 
Middlesex County community for selflessly 
giving their time and talents to create a lasting 
and positive impact on the region.

Middlesex County covers 14 communities 
– including the Rivereast towns of East Hamp-
ton and Portland.

The Distinguished Citizen Award honors 
individuals whose contributions extend be-
yond the normal responsibilities of their pro-
fession or employment. Special consideration 
is given to volunteerism, civic engagement, 
charitable work, mentorship, leadership, and 
other meaningful acts of service that have 
benefited the community.

To be eligible for nomination, candidates 
must: Be at least 21 years of age; live or work 
in Middlesex County; be widely recognized 
as, in the Chamber’s words, “having unself-
ishly given their time and talent to produce 
a lasting benefit to the area”; demonstrate 
community service and contributions that go 

beyond the normal duties of their profession 
or employment; and lastly, they can’t have 
previously received the Distinguished Citizen 
Award.

 “Each year, we are inspired by the remark-
able individuals who dedicate themselves to 
making Middlesex County a better place to 
live, work, and thrive,” said Johanna Bond, 
president of the Middlesex County Chamber 
of Commerce. “We encourage community 
members to nominate those who exemplify 
service, leadership, and a commitment to 
helping others. Their contributions deserve to 
be recognized and celebrated.”

The recipient(s) of the 2026 Distinguished 
Citizen Award will be honored at the Middle-
sex County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual 
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 23, from 
5-8 p.m., at The Riverhouse at Goodspeed 
Station in Haddam.

But while the dinner isn’t until September, 
the deadline for nominations is coming up 
fast. Nominations must be submitted in writ-
ing no later than July 27. 

To submit a nomination or learn more, visit 
www.middlesexchamber.com/awards-and-
scholarships.

* * *
See you next week.

ing new positions and approving pay increases 
of up to 26% raises legitimate questions about 
whether taxpayer dollars are being prioritized 
effectively.

This is not about cutting schools, ignoring 
building maintenance, or reducing essential 
services. It is about responsible planning, set-
ting priorities, and making sure every tax dollar 
is spent where it is needed most.

One example of why this matter is the town’s 
health insurance reserve fund. According to 
the forensic audit, FS Dennler was aware of 
concerns regarding the reserve fund as early 
as April 2025. However, those concerns were 
not brought before the Board of Selectmen or 
openly discussed with residents. By the time 
the issue became public, it had developed into 
a full-blown financial crisis, leaving taxpayers to 
bear the cost of restoring the reserve fund.

This issue will not disappear with this year’s 
budget. Restoring the reserve fund will require 

millions of additional taxpayer dollars in the 
years ahead – funds that could have been used 
for other important town needs.

Investing in Colchester is not about spending 
more; it is about spending wisely. We all want 
strong schools and reliable town services, but 
those goals require responsible budgeting, clear 
priorities, and respect for the taxpayers who 
fund them.

Voting ‘no’ on this budget is not a vote against 
Colchester, our schools, or the services our com-
munity depends on. It is a vote for a budget that 
better reflects residents’ needs, keeps spending 
under control, and respects the taxpayers who 
make it possible.

Colchester taxpayers deserve elected officials 
who remember one simple fact: every dollar 
spent by government comes from a taxpayer 
who earned it!

Colchester deserves better,
Cyndee Laribee – Colchester

Declaration Thank You
 To the Editor:

I would like to thank everyone who attended 
and participated in the reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence on July 8. We were part 
of a national (and international) event to com-
memorate the 250th anniversary of the first 
public reading of this founding document of 
the United States. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence, with its 27 colonial grievances, explains 
why the original thirteen colonies considered 
themselves independent sovereign states no 
longer subject to British rule.

To a small audience, 13 of our Andover citi-
zens took turns and read a portion of the Dec-
laration. They were: Anne Creme, Jack Dough-
erty, Celine Maurais, Patrick Dougherty, Sue 
Schmidt, Doris and Marie Maldonado, Richard 
Swartwout, Shannon Louden, Scott Sauyet, 
Jackalyn Lanagan, Elizabeth Smith-Fried, and 
First Selectman Jeff Maguire. 

As we continue to celebrate the 250th anni-
versary of the founding of the United States, I 
encourage you to take the time to review our 
founding documents: the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution, and even some of 
the history of the issues and conflicts that led 
to the American Revolution. The 250th anni-
versary is a time to reflect on where we started, 
how far we have come, and how much farther 
we must go as a nation until America truly lives 
up to what Abraham Lincoln considered the 
“moral standard” to which the United States 
should strive (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
United_States_Declaration_of_Independence). 

That moral standard is the Declaration’s sec-
ond sentence: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are Life, Lib-
erty and the pursuit of Happiness”.

Susan Camoroda
Veterans Municipal Representative

Andover

Hebron DPW Action Monday
To the Editor:

Appropriately named, Hebron’s Department 
of Public Works Action Committee is full of ac-
tion and activity with a truck load of new in-
formation at every meeting. The creation of a 
new Public Works facility in Hebron has been 
the focus of a long line of studies and recom-
mendations. A Town of Hebron Municipal Fa-
cilities Study from 2010 reported, “The public 
works facility is in desperate need of additional 
space and more efficient working conditions.” 
This was followed in 2013 by a report by the 
firm CME Associates which noted “the existing 
Department of Public Works facility… provides 
inadequate space for normal operations and 
protection of equipment… An investment in 
improved and expanded DPW facilities… will 
be a cost saving measure in the long term...” 
Then in 2017 a report by BL Companies found 
“the existing buildings had reached the end of 
their useful life, and were in need of replace-
ment.”

Despite the clearly identified need going back 
over 16 years, the town has made more progress 
over the last three years under the DPWAC then 
ever before. Complex schematics and architec-
tural design plans have been created with input 
from the dedicated and knowledgeable mem-
bers of the DPWAC, the Public Works Director 
Paul Forrest and his staff and the guidance of 
the award winning engineering firm of Silver / 
Petrucelli + Associates. Not only have this no-
table list of professionals provided significant 
input, the DPWAC has acted to embrace sug-
gestions provided by the public at large.

Residents and officials will have another op-
portunity for a close up look at Hebron’s De-
partment of Public Works project this Monday, 
July 20th. The DPW Action Committee is hold-
ing their regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Town 
Hall and online at meet.goto.com/267551333, 
or you can dial in using your phone, Access 
Code: 267-551-333.

On the agenda are two notable items initiated 
by input from the public and the Town Council. 

Hoping for Karma
To the Editor:

Recently in Hebron a whole family of geese 
were killed by a motor vehicle, allegedly on 
purpose. Hundreds of people commented and 
reacted to the Facebook post in Let’s Talk East 
Hampton with shock, anger and sadness. Many 
wanted a terrible punishment for the killer, and 
others hoped for karma to do its thing. Imagine 
purposely killing innocent animals unnecessar-
ily! “Disgusting” and “disgraceful” were men-
tioned numerous times. 

 But wait… isn’t hunting purposely killing in-
nocent animals unnecessarily? Isn’t fishing pur-
posely killing innocent animals unnecessarily? 
Isn’t buying dead animals at the grocery store 
purposely killing innocent animals unneces-
sarily? Just because some poor slaughterhouse 
worker does the killing for you doesn’t make it 
okay. Since we don’t need meat to survive, and 
we can get all of our nutrients from plants and 
plant-based foods, killing and eating animals is 
unnecessary. 

So, the next time you react with anger, sad-
ness and disgust for the unnecessary killing of 
animals, ask yourself if you are contributing to 
that with every meal you eat. 

Wendy Shaffer – East Hampton

A Huge Thank You
To the Editor:

The staff and members of the East Hampton 
Senior Center send a huge thank you to all the 
individuals who helped make our annual Old 
Home Day float possible. What a wonderful 
collaborative effort this tradition continues to 
be! Thank you Paul & Sandy’s Too for providing 
the vehicle for the float and delivering it to the 
decoration location. Thank you Belltown Mo-
tors for transporting the float to and from the 
parade route and for providing a driver to pull 
the float and all its precious cargo (senior center 
members and staff) during the parade. Thank 
you center member Cheryl Tyler for providing 
the float decorating location, along with food, 
beverages and encouragement while we worked 
– and to all who helped plan and decorate, in-
cluding the Senior Center Design & Create class 
members; Dave Rogers for your excellent car-
pentry and installation skills; Karen Wanat for 
making the bell-shaped float props; and Dianne 
Daley for costumes and patriotic bunting.

With sincere gratitude,
Senior Center Director Holly Marrero 

and members of the East Hampton
Senior Center Staff 



NEWS BULLETIN • July 17, 2026	 Page 7

Reader Forum • Reader Forum •  Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum • Reader Forum

See Letters, page 10

Fresh, Organic Produce, Dairy Products,
Olive Oils & Balsamics, Baked Goods,
Coffee & Tea, and so much more!

Check our Facebook page for upcoming events!

Located at 582 Norwich Ave. Colchester, CT
 860-537-4798  goodearthgiftandgarden@gmail.com

Visit us online: thegoodearthgiftandgarden.com
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26 Now Serving
Organic Wine, 
Seltzer, Beer, 
And Cocktails

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE7-17-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Fri., July 17th “Magical History Tour”
Fri., July 24th “Dead Rider”

Fri., July 31st “Karaoke”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 7/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 7/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE6-26-26

Family owned & operated

Softshell Crab With
Bell Pepper Rings

and Coleslaw
$27

Call or stop in for a menu today!

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Dirty Tricks
To the Editor:

As America celebrated its 250th anniversary, 
Colchester residents received their tax bills in 
the mail.

Death and taxes, as they say. But this bill 
comes with a dirty trick: it may not be the only 
tax bill you receive. You see, the bill that just ar-
rived is based on last year’s budget. If the pro-
posed budget passes, taxpayers will receive a 
supplemental tax bill later.

Colchester’s next budget referendum is July 
28. Town officials are asking for another roughly 
5% spending increase, and another reach into 
your wallet. Other Rivereast towns are rejecting 
increases closer to 3%, but Colchester officials 
apparently have bigger plans for your money.

Consider the former superintendent who “re-
signed” in April. At the end of June, more than 
two months after his departure, he received a 
vacation payout of roughly $26k on top of his 
regular salary payment. With a payday like that 
arriving just before the holiday, at least someone 
had the budget for a spectacular Fourth of July 
celebration. Colchester taxpayers will continue 
paying him approximately $9k twice a month 

BOE Still Not Taking Action
To the Editor:

Many writers to the Rivereast from East 
Hampton who have advocated and supported a 
‘no’ vote have repeatedly asked for the BOE to 
address the administrative costs, office opera-
tions, and specialized programs that contribute 
to the demands for a $39 million budget. Writ-
ers have asked that the BOE undertake a serious 
look at their waste in their operating budget, not 
just focusing on cutting teachers and programs. 
Mr. Hintz correctly pointed out since “it repre-
sents over two-thirds of the overall budget, it 
should bear a larger share of any necessary cuts.” 
To the rational person, this makes perfect sense. 

Sadly, last week’s Rivereast letters contained 
more comments from the superintendent and 
the BOE chair stating “it would be hard to find 
ways to achieve the desired cuts without cutting 
into programs or teaching positions.” No men-
tion of alternatives. The BOE continues to not 
listen, or make any serious effort to get beyond 
cutting teachers or programs. They will stick to 
the strategy to take no substantive action, make 
dire threats of educational weaknesses, provide 
meaningless platitudes, and wait for the voters 
to give up. 

They also said “the board would make its 
decisions on cuts once the budget passed ref-
erendum.” What?? What cuts are they referring 
to? The paltry $250,000 they so gratuitously 
shifted to the town budget? Once the budget is 
approved, no cuts will be necessary! Line-item 
cuts should be made prior to referendum, not 
after. The chairman of the East Hampton TC 
apparently believes that because the voters said 
‘no,’ they are stupid, since “people didn’t under-
stand.” I believe the voters understand perfectly; 

A Trail of Bread Crumbs
To the Editor:

Just a few short years ago, the budgets in town 
passed on but a single referendum. So, what has 
changed, what has happened to create such a 
divide and distaste in town? Well, we still have 
the same 5-2 Democratic majority on the Town 
Council and the chairperson is also the same in-
dividual. Well, last year’s budget season brought 
forward a strong push from the RTC for a nar-
rative of overspending and malfeasance from 
our local government and officials. Golly, in 
fact, last year the RTC had an award night at the 
Dublin, in which Ted Hintz, Bryon Turner and 
Bridgett McClellen were awarded for “helping” 
with the budget season, although I’d call it sabo-
taging the budget; they even shared a photo op 
of them in this very paper. The RTC drove this 
narrative in an attempt to discredit the majority 
party and set up for an election year win. 

Well, how bigly did this strategy backfire!! 
Losing all three boards! You see, these people 
either completely lost or came in last place, a 
participation trophy if you will. They are sore 
losers and are not trying to help the town of East 
Hampton. Quite the contrary, they plan, cause 
chaos, disruption and ruin good things in this 
town so the blame can be placed and then they 
can parlay into another run at office to take back 
the “power.” However, there is a reason these 
folks got knocked out of office; we’ve seen these 
same names, year after year, rotated through 
every possible position like a slot machine in a 
casino. The only difference is there is no chance 
of winning. We’ve seen their playbook; it hasn’t 
changed since Y2K. Cancel, reduce and blame 
someone else. 

Don’t let them sell you their “cure” for they 
are the ones who have brought forth the prob-

Weir Listens and Answers
To the Editor:

The political silly season is here, and it 
wouldn’t be politics without partisan, out-of-
context criticism. If we’re going to have a con-
versation about Steve’s performance, let’s make 
it an honest one. You can count on Steve for an 
honest conversation. 

 I’ll again be supporting our state Rep. Steve 
Weir for reelection. In my observation, he has 
lived up to the promises he made along the cam-
paign trail over the past four years.

I’m thankful that Steve reads the bills, is well-
informed, and votes not with the majority or the 
minority, but rather based on how he interprets 
a piece of legislation will affect the 55th District. 
I appreciate Steve’s discretion and judgment 
more than a party-line vote. We didn’t put Steve 
in office to vote robotically on a party line. 

On occasion, I’ve called him on his cell phone, 
texted him or emailed with legislative questions, 
including about his votes. And that’s the thing 
about Steve – he responds.

He’s active both in the district and at the 
Capitol to understand the impact of proposed 
legislation. He shows up at events. He volun-
teers. He donates and supports local organiza-
tions. He listens to all sides of an argument. He 
publishes a regular e-newsletter that anyone can 
sign up to receive. In that newsletter, readers are 
informed not just about district events and leg-
islation that has passed, but also legislation that 
is up for consideration.

Bob Clarke – Marlborough

Weir is Working for All
To the Editor:

I wanted to take a moment to share my 
thoughts about Steve Weir as he seeks reelec-
tion as state representative for Connecticut’s 
55th District. We’re both longtime Hebron resi-
dents, and I’ve known Steve and his family for 
years and have always been impressed by his 
intelligence, integrity, and work ethic. Steve and 
his wife, Allegra, have volunteered quite a bit 
around the community, including helping the 
Lions at the annual Harvest Fair for the past few 
years. As a successful business owner, he under-
stands the challenges facing working families 
and small businesses, and he brings practical, 
real-world experience to Hartford. 

Steve is thoughtful and thorough. He doesn’t 
make decisions based on political pressure or 
catchy headlines. He takes the time to under-
stand the details of every issue and carefully 
considers the long-term impact of the legisla-
tion before him. Whether you agree with every 
vote or not, you can trust that Steve has done 
his homework. 

I’ve read several recent letters criticizing 
Steve’s record. While everyone is entitled to 
their opinion, many seemed to repeat partisan 
talking points rather than acknowledge the 
thoughtful approach Steve brings to public ser-
vice. Legislators don’t vote on bill titles – they 
vote on the entire bill. Sometimes that means 
opposing legislation because of provisions un-
related to its stated purpose, including unnec-
essary government spending or other concerns 
that deserve careful scrutiny. As one of the few 
Republican voices in a legislature with a Demo-
cratic supermajority, Steve plays an important 
role by asking tough questions, offering a dif-
ferent perspective, and ensuring that legislation 
receives the careful review it deserves. 

Whether Republican, Democrat, or Indepen-
dent, we all benefit when our elected officials 
think independently rather than simply follow 
the crowd. Steve is honest, approachable, and 
deeply committed to serving the people of the 

At a cost of $10,000, Silver / Petrucelli has cre-
ated plans that provide an option to leave the 
Transfer Station intact and only reconstruct 
the DPW facility, including the offices, garage, 
and salt shed. “Other Related Topics” include 
the efforts of the DPWAC to provide trash and 
recycling options during construction, namely 
a strategic arrangement with the transfer sta-
tion in Colchester. This would represent huge 
savings and is a testament to the DPWAC’s dili-
gence and earnest efforts to provide a fiscally 
responsible plan.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

through October 2027.
Most Colchester taxpayers can only dream 

of leaving a job with a deal like that. But he is 
not the only one receiving a generous helping of 
your money. First Selectman Bernie Dennler re-
ceived a $21k salary increase. I’m sure he would 
also like you to vote yes.

This is crazy, folks.
Our leaders should be focused on affordabil-

ity, not calculating how large an additional tax 
bill they can send on top of the one residents 
already received.

I am standing with my neighbors and voting 
‘no’ on July 28. 

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual. 

the budget is too high and needs to be trimmed. 
He is likely correct in his observation about the 
budget being lean, but one can only assume that 
he is referring to the town operations, certainly 
not the $39 million un-lean BOE budget. He 
also compares our budget to other communi-
ties, but as the readers will remember, while 
other communities increased budgets, others 
decreased as well. So why don’t we talk about 
them? 

Remember the definition of insanity: “Doing 
the same thing over and over again and expect-
ing a different result” points to the futility of 
making the same mistake over and over again, 
which our town leaders seem to do.

Regards,
Bob Yenkner – East Hampton

lems we are desperately trying to fix. East 
Hampton needs strong leadership, and that is 
why we have our Democratic leaders righting 
our ship. Fixing our roads, paying down our 
debts, providing sound education, offering solid 
senior services and keeping everyone safe with 
our fire and police departments staffed and well 
equipped. Let’s keep East Hampton moving for-
ward, progress and prosperity.

Rick Wanat – East Hampton
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Call for Tree 
Removal

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters 
Available

Lawn Expansions 
& Landscape 
Rejuvenation
Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

860-220-3786

Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
Marlborough  
Lawn & Tree
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Bucket
Truck Service

Available

LIKE US ON

SPRING CLEANUPSSPRING CLEANUPS
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Call Hebron Travel to put the pieces together 
for you and personalize your travel experience.

Thinking About Off Season Travel?
• Less crowded, less expensive
 but still iconic.
• Escorted or Independent
 or In-Between?

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

860.228.8221
hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Bluegrass Band at Arts Center 
The Sperry Creek Bluegrass Band will perform 

July 24 at the 4th Friday evening @ the Arts Café, 
hosted by the Marlborough Arts Center. The 
center is located at 231 North Main St.

Sperry Creek is a five-piece acoustic bluegrass 
band based in central Connecticut that formed 

in the summer of 2020. The band features musi-
cians who all share a passion for bluegrass and al-
ternate on lead and three-part vocal harmonies.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $15 per person. 
BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Other non-al-
coholic beverages are available. There is on-site 
parking, and Marlborough Arts Center is fully 
accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org 
or call 860-467-6353. Marlborough Arts Center 
is a nonprofit regional center for the arts.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live 
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and 
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the 
Rev. Valerie Seaver. Childcare for infants and 
toddlers is provided downstairs in the nursery, 
but children are always welcome at the worship 
service. The Christian Education team has pro-
vided quiet activity bags, found in the narthex, 
for the youngest children to borrow and enjoy 
at summer services and bulletins with word 
games, mazes, and picture finds for Sunday 
school-age children.

July 19: The service will be led by Seaver with 
her sermon titled “The 11th Commandment,” 
based on selected Exodus 20 scripture verses. 
The service will also include the welcoming of 
a new church member.  After worship, all are 
invited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge 
for snacks and refreshments.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 

meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in July 
and August and will reopen in September. Fol-
low the shop through Facebook at Second Bless-
ings Thrift Shop, Marlborough for updates. The 
eBay shop is open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Art Display at Town Hall 
Marlborough Arts Center announces Linda 

Gotta’s solo art exhibit at the Marlborough 
Town Hall. The exhibit runs through the end 
of July.

For the past two and a half decades, Gotta 
has dedicated her life to the art of pastel paint-
ing, although she has also explored working in 
watercolor and acrylic. Her compositions of-
ten feature landscapes of farms, beaches, and 

woodlands, as well as intimate views of flow-
ers, animals and birds.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in 
the Town Hall’s hallway. For inquiries regard-
ing Gotta’s paintings, contact Barbara Lazzari 
in the Town Hall’s tax collector’s office or call 
Marlborough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or 
email info@marlborougharts.org.

Marlborough 
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m. Attendees can expect live music 
and artisanal goods such as goat milk soaps, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods, a vari-
ety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marlborough 
Town Green, and the first 100 shoppers will 
receive a free Marlborough Farmers tote bag. 
Produce farms selling at the market will also be 
accepting WIC and senior vouchers.

Marlborough Resident Celebrates Debut Novel

Jordan Whipple – under her pen name, 
Hayden Fox – has released her debut novel, 
The Way Back to You. 

By Toriana Williams
Marlborough resident Jordan Whipple never 

really planned to write a novel. But one day, 
during a few quiet hours while her daughter 
napped, a spark ignited. 

Now, just over two years later, Whipple has 
published her first-ever novel. The Way Back to 
You was released June 16, written under her pen 
name Hayden Fox. Readers can purchase her 
work on Amazon or Kindle Unlimited.

The emotional romance follows childhood 
friends Kendall and Kai as they try to rebuild a 
relationship broken by heartbreak, secrets and 
years apart. While the novel features romance, 
Whipple said the story is just as much about 
healing, forgiveness and finding hope after life’s 
hardest moments.

For someone publishing her very first book, 
Whipple shared that the journey has been both 
exciting and surprising.

“I’ve always enjoyed reading. I’ve always 
enjoyed writing. Even in college and in high 
school, when we were assigned papers, that was 
one of my favorite things to do,” said Whipple. 
“I always thought maybe I would write a book. I 
just didn’t exactly know when or what it would 
be about.”

Before becoming an author, Whipple spent 
six years teaching special education in East 
Hartford. After becoming a stay-at-home mom 
nearly three years ago, she found herself with 
small pockets of quiet time while her daughter 
slept.

Instead of scrolling on her phone, picking 
up another hobby or even napping herself, she 
started writing.

“Honestly, at first, I just needed to write as 
an outlet,” she said. “I would do it during my 
daughter’s nap time. At first it was just, ‘Okay, 
I’m going to write and kind of see where it takes 
me.’”

Little by little, the story grew. “I started mak-
ing an outline, and maybe six to eight months 
in, I was like, ‘Oh, okay, there’s a story forming 
here. I think I’m going to try and finish writing 
this,’” she said.

When she finally told her husband she intend-
ed to complete the manuscript, his response was 
incredibly supportive. “He said, ‘Okay, let’s do it. 
Let’s start a business. Let’s form an LLC and let’s 
publish it,’” Whipple recalled with a laugh.

The entire process – from first draft to publi-
cation – took just over two years.

The finished novel tells the story of Kendall 

and Kai, childhood best friends who fall deep-
ly in love before tragedy and painful secrets 
pull them apart. Years later, they are forced to 
confront the past, and each other, and decide 
whether their love deserves a second chance.

“The Way Back to You is a slow burn, second 
chance, interracial hockey romance. It’s about 
two friends that grew up together,” Whipple 
explained. “They fell in love. They loved each 
other deeply. They lost each other painfully.”

Whipple added, “Really, the book is them fig-
uring out if they can overcome all of this trauma 
and heartache and secrets that they’ve held onto 
over the past couple of years.”

Although hockey sets the scene, Whipple said 
readers shouldn’t expect pages filled with game 
action. 

“There is hockey in the book, but it’s not the 
main focus,” she said. “I wanted hockey in the 
background.”

Instead, she said she hopes readers connect 
with the characters and their emotional journey.

“I think the biggest theme in this book would 
probably be healing and forgiveness,” she said. 
“There is a lot of mental health representation in 
the book, and I did that intentionally.”

Scenes involving therapists and couples 
counseling are woven throughout the novel, in 
what Whipple said is an attempt to normalize 
the idea that healing often requires honesty and 
hard work.

Whipple also admitted that writing some 
characters came easier than others. Kendall 
shares many of her own personality traits, while 
Kai required a little extra help.

“There were a few times where I’d be like to 
my husband, ‘Does this sound like something a 
guy would say?’” she said with a laugh. “Some-
times he’d say, ‘Yeah,’ and sometimes he’d be like, 
‘No, let’s change it.’”

The most interesting part about The Way Back 
to You is that it almost became a completely dif-
ferent novel. Whipple originally began to write 
a young adult story that focused entirely on 
Kendall and Kai during their senior year of high 
school. Halfway through, however, she realized 
the real story came after graduation.

“I was like, ‘Wait a second. Is this really where 
the story is?’” she questioned.

She decided to start over from scratch, mov-
ing the timeline forward several years and turn-
ing much of what she had already written into 
flashbacks.

“I was like, ‘What if she has a baby? What if 

it threatens his career? What if they’re separated 
for three years and then they come back togeth-
er? That’s where the real story is,’” she said. “I 
took everything I had written and started from 
scratch.”

While writing the novel required dedication, 
Whipple shared that publishing proved even 
more demanding.

“Writing a book is really, really, really hard,” 
she emphasized. “But everything that comes 
after it is kind of where the real push and chal-
lenge is.”

As a self-published author, she suddenly 
found herself wearing several more hats than 
she expected.

“I had to find an editor. I had to find someone 
to create a book cover. I had to do marketing. I 
had to learn social media marketing. I had to 
become a networker,” she said. “For me, it was a 
lot of building the plane as I flew it.”

Still, the hard work has already brought some 
unforgettable rewards.

One of the most meaningful moments for 
Whipple came when readers thanked her for 
featuring an interracial couple in the story.

“The main character is Black, and I myself am 
half Black and half white,” she said. “There’s a lot 
of me and our experiences in there.”

She also loved hearing from readers who 
couldn’t stop reading. 

“When somebody says, ‘I stayed up all night 
reading it. I couldn’t put it down,’ that’s just such 
a cool thing to hear because I’m a huge reader 
myself,” Whipple said.

Family support has also played a huge role 
throughout the process. Her husband helped 
launch Fox Cabin Publishing, while her mother 
became her very first reader. 

“My mom was my first reader and the first 
person to give me feedback,” said Whipple. 
“That was really special.”

Readers will also have opportunities to meet 
Whipple at upcoming author events, includ-
ing appearances at the Rule of Three Brewing 
in East Hampton this Saturday, July 18, from 
noon-4 p.m.; Dudleytown Brewing in Windsor 
on Sunday, Aug. 9; and a personal book-signing 

at Folklore & Fable in Colchester on Aug. 16 at 
noon.

As for the future, Whipple is already working 
on her second novel, which she hopes to publish 
in the fall of 2027.

Looking back on everything she has accom-
plished, Whipple hopes readers walk away with 
something deeper than a love story, second 
chance or not. 

“I hope readers have a sense of hope,” she 
said. “Healing is possible even after really dif-
ficult life circumstances.”

She also believes her novel offers something 
different from many other romances.

“I’ve heard from multiple readers that this 
book is very real and honest and raw,” said 
Whipple. “It’s not an escape. I think it’s more 
like a mirror. I hope readers see a lot of them-
selves in Kendall and Kai and their challenges. I 
just want readers to feel seen.”
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com

2252 Main Street, Glastonbury • 42 High Street, East Hampton
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Japanese Sumi-E Painting Workshop
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., 

will offer a half-day workshop in the Japanese 
art form Sumi-E. on Saturday morning July 25.

Makers of any ability level will be guided 
through an art experience that embraces zen, 
simplicity, and imperfections.  Instructor Chris-
tine Allison will teach three brush strokes with 
practice exercises. You will create your own 
Sum-E paintings with bamboo, leaves, florals 
and landscapes. 

Allison is an art educator and artist from 
Connecticut. She is the art teacher at Marlbor-

ough Elementary School and was honored to be 
the 2024 Connecticut Art Education Associa-
tion Teacher of the year.

This class is ideal for teens and adults. Chil-
dren 8 and up must be accompanied by an 
adult. It is being held in the lower-level class-
room of the arts center. 

Cost of the class is $65, plus $10 for the brush, 
which you keep. All materials are provided. To 
register, go to Marlborougharts.org and click on 
the class link. 

For more information, call 860-467 6353.

Marlborough Visits Independence Hall 50 Years Later
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife and Drum 
Corps carried nearly 62 years of tradition, pride 
in their hometown and their instruments too 
throughout their recent eight-day tour through 
Pennsylvania. During the trip, the young mu-
sicians performed seven shows at historic lo-
cations, visited famous landmarks and learned 
valuable lessons about teamwork, flexibility and 
perseverance.

The tour, which ran from June 27 through 
July 4 for most members, marked a special and 
long-awaited return to Pennsylvania. The Marl-
borough Jr. Ancient Fife and Drum Corps first 
marched in front of Independence Hall during 
the nation’s Bicentennial celebration in 1976. 
This year’s tour celebrated the 250th anniver-
sary, which made the event all the more special.

Wayne Seidel, the business manager who 
helped organize the trip, said the timing was on 
purpose.

“The last time they did this particular trip, 
or marched in front of Independence Hall, was 
at the Bicentennial in 1976,” said Seidel. “We 
thought when we were invited again to do it, 
we thought, ‘You know what, we’ll go on the 50-
year anniversary from the last time we went.’”

The Marlborough corps traveled alongside 
the Colchester Continentals, an adult fife and 
drum corps. Together, the combined group of 
around 40 performers put on a one-hour long 
show that featured music, marching and history. 
The group will perform the same show on the 
Colchester Green on July 30.

“We did some separate performances. We did 
some combined performances, including a one-
hour show,” said Seidel. “It’s a one-hour narrated 
presentation of music and history and marching 
and solos, and there’s a lot of really interesting 
dynamics to the show itself.”

The tour included performances in Litch-
field, Valley Forge, Gettysburg, New Holland, 
Independence Hall, the Betsy Ross House and 
the Old Meeting House. The group also spent 
a fun-filled day at Hershey Park, which offered 
the students a chance to relax after long days of 
rehearsing and performing.

Amy Limmer, director of the Marlborough 
Corps, said the students worked hard before 
leaving Connecticut.

“We did a lot of work on the one-hour show 

that’s with Colchester Continentals. Practicing 
together, playing together,” said Limmer. “We 
always do parades, so the parades were kind of 
easy and ready. We had a couple new tunes. We 
learned to make sure we had them for this trip.”

While the performances were important, 
Limmer said the educational experiences were 
just as valuable.

“It’s an incredible thing to play in different plac-
es. They get to see historical places, so they get to 
get a lot of education too,” she said. “Valley Forge 
was huge for them. They got to walk around, they 
got to go into the museum. Gettysburg, again, 
they got to see a lot of different history.”

One of the most impressive performances 
came in Philadelphia.

“They had the incredible experience of per-
forming in front of Independence Hall. Which 
is not something that everybody gets to do,” 
said Limmer. “They had a huge crowd watching 
them, and it was really exciting for them.”

Limmer shared that the performance in front 
of the hall became the highlight of the entire 
trip for her.

“I absolutely loved watching them play in 
front of Independence Hall,” she said. “That 
was just, like, it wasn’t in our expectations. So 
it was really cool to actually see them and get 
to do that.”

The tour, of course, was not without its chal-
lenges. Temperatures topped 100 on several 
days of their visit, which forced leaders to make 
hydration a top priority.

“The kids did great. They all listened amaz-
ingly about drinking plenty of water,” said Lim-
mer. “We were working really hard to make sure 
… water was around. We were cooling people 
off. Nobody passed out.”

With a smile, she added, “I am so proud of 
them. It was ridiculously hot ... but they all did 
amazing with it.”

The success of the trip was in large part due to 
the support of the families, said Limmer.

“We have such an incredible group of parents. 
I ask for anything, and I get volunteers all the 
time,” said Limmer. “They’re helping us give the 
kids water, and we couldn’t do it and keep the 
kids all safe without them.”

For the kids, the memories were far beyond 
the performances, and the days were just as fun 
as they were hot.

The last time the Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife and Drum Corps performed in front of 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pa., was in 1976. The group recently returned to the 
City of Brotherly Love to perform there again, to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary.

Ryan Weber, who serves as the color sergeant, 
said one performance stood out above the rest.

“We got to play the national anthem in front 
of Independence Hall,” said Weber. “Again, 
that’s a big deal. But we did it, and we played it 
very well in front of Independence Hall.”

He also enjoyed exploring the historic sites 
and collecting souvenirs along the way.

“One of my favorite memories was ... I col-
lected at least, like, six magnets,” Weber said. “I 
got magnets from Hershey Park. I got one from 
Gettysburg ... and I think I have about two Val-
ley Forge magnets.” 

His family members are big magnet collec-
tors, he shared with a grin.

Another corps member, Erica Motes who 
plays the fife, said that friendships made the trip 
even more meaningful.

“It was a lot of fun, ‘cause I had, like, a bunch 
of friends, a bunch of family members,” said 
Motes. “We were all joining together, and being 
a part of this group and hanging out together 

and having fun.”
Motes also appreciated the opportunity to ex-

plore Gettysburg beyond the performances.
“We got to see some really cool monuments,” 

she said, adding that her family toured Gettys-
burg National Cemetery while other members 
explored different parts of the historic town.

Seidel said experiences like these are exactly 
why the corps continues to travel.

“These kids earn it all,” he said. “Every year, 
when they march parades, they collect fees. 
The fees help pay for things like a trip like this. 
The idea is to give them experiences that they 
wouldn’t necessarily get in other places.”

In the end, Seidel said he believes the biggest 
lesson isn’t just about the music.

“The most important thing is that not only 
do they have fun and visit really cool places, but 
they learn to work together as a team to pull off 
something really amazing,” shared Seidel. “And 
they do it. They do a great job doing it.”
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Officials May Argue;
Offices Should Not

To the Editor:
I write as an Andover resident, about An-

dover’s charter, though the question is one any 
town in the area might recognize.

When a town budget, a bond, or any other 
question reaches the ballot, the decision be-
longs to the voters. Our elected officials are free 
to argue their side, and we are better off hear-
ing them. What should not happen is for the 
weight of an office, rather than the force of an 
argument, to land on one side of a question 
the public has reserved for itself. A selectman 
may oppose a budget. The Board of Selectmen 
should not.

Chapter II of Andover’s charter governs elec-
tions, and runs through Section 209. I would 
offer this for a future charter revision as a new 
Section 210, written to be read by anyone and 

55th District. I encourage my fellow residents 
to look beyond the political rhetoric, consider 
Steve’s record, and support his reelection.

Sincerely,
Michael Beaulieu – Hebron

Note: Beaulieu is a member of the RHAM 
Board of Education but is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

not only by lawyers:
Section 210. Official Neutrality on Questions 

Before the Voters
A. Once a question has been placed before 

the electors of Andover, no board established or 
governed under this Charter, and no member 
acting in an official capacity, shall invoke the 
name, title, or authority of that board to urge a 
vote for or against the question.

B. Nothing in this section limits any official 
from speaking as a private citizen, provided the 
official makes clear that the view is personal and is 
not the position of the board on which they serve.

C. Town funds, staff, equipment, and offi-
cial communication channels shall not be used 
to advocate for or against any such question. 
Nothing in this section prevents a board or offi-
cial from encouraging residents to vote, or from 
publishing impartial factual information about 
the question and about how and when to vote.

This takes no one’s voice away. It asks only 
that a public office stay neutral on a decision the 
public has kept for itself, whoever holds the of-
fice and whichever side they favor.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Note: Sauyet is chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing 
as an individual.

$Letters, cont. from page 7
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CHOREs & TASKs – Job Opportunity for Teens

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp 
KinderRHAMa Preschool Summer Camp is 

open for all towns – and some weeks still have 
openings. 

The program is held at the AHM Kinder-
RHAMa classroom and play yard at RHAM 
High School, and is for children ages 3-5 who 
have not yet started kindergarten. Hours are 9 
a.m.-noon Monday through Friday. Families 
can choose to enroll for one to eight weeks. 
Children must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and be fully 

toilet-trained to participate.
Cost per week is $125. To register, go to ahmyouth.

recdesk.com/Community/Program?category=4.  
Financial aid may be available for families who 
qualify by filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/
program-scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at beckym@
ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.

Are you a teen looking for summer work? 
AHM Youth and Family Services’ CHOREs & 
TASKs program is currently in need of teens 
aged 14-18 to work two-hour shifts for senior 
citizens age 60 and up living in Andover, Co-
lumbia, Hebron and Marlborough. 

Senior citizens have chores completed at no 
charge around their home and yard. Teenag-
ers age 14-18 can earn minimum wage and 

can choose multiple 2-hour shifts, a letter of 
recommendation for active involvement in the 
program, and learn communication, scheduling 
and time-management skills. Teens are paid by 
AHM Youth & Family Services.

For more information on these programs, 
and to apply for work, visit tinyurl.com/ahm-
chores.
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St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible 
School will be Aug. 10-14, from 9 a.m.-noon 
daily. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details 
may be found on the church website. Cindy 
Bryan, Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead 
the programs for grades K-10, to include a high 
school youth group. Registration for the new 
academic year will be during the summer. Stay 
tuned on the church website with further infor-
mation.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is starting up and 

meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields 
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. In July, the church collects for 
its backpack and school supplies drive. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the 
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the 
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. 

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure 
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Events: Birthday Club: July birthdays will 
be celebrated July 28 from 1-2 p.m. with cake. 
Open to all friends and family. It doesn’t have 
to be your birthday month to celebrate, but if 
it is, RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session 8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 
8/25. Cost is $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 
RSVP by 7/31.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program: 
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For 
use at participating farmers markets to purchase 
fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, and 
fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough Farm-
ers Market every Wednesday. For Marlborough 
residents only. Income limit: Household 1 - 
$2,461/month, Household 2 - $3,337.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-

ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy. 

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3 
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank 
is open to qualified residents in need.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For 
application assistance, call the senior center. 
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

A Winning Rescue… The winner of the Marlborough #1 dog raffle is Jade Field. 
This lovable rescue dog is a “foster fail.”  Kelly Field ended up adopting Jade after 
starting out as her foster mom. “Jade chose me,”  Kelly said, “and she will wear her 
#1 dog tag proudly!” The town clerk’s office said it is thankful for the many won-
derful donations they received for the Marlborough Food Bank during this raffle, 
which is held every year during dog license season. 

Info on Upcoming Primary Election
A Primary Election is coming up this August. 

The Democratic Party will hold a primary for 
Governor, and the Republican Party will hold a 
primary for state senate.

To participate in the primary, you must be 
registered in one of the two major parties. If 
you’re currently unaffiliated, you can change 
your registration up until noon on Monday, 
Aug. 10, either online at voterregistration.ct.gov 
or in person at Town Hall by requesting a form 
from the town clerk or registrars of voters. 
Forms must be received by noon Aug. 10 to be 
eligible to vote the next day.

If you switch parties during Early Voting 
(hours below), you must do so in person by 
completing a new registration form at the office; 
you may then vote the following day.

Unaffiliated voters who switch parties to par-
ticipate in the primary, can switch back by sim-
ply filling out a new voter registration card.

You are eligible to vote in the primary if you 

will be 18 by Nov. 3, 2026, and are registered in 
either the Republican or Democratic party.

The registrars of voters will be available to 
help with in-person registration on the follow-
ing dates: Friday, July 24, 5–7 p.m., or Monday, 
Aug. 10, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Other dates may be 
available; call to schedule a time.

If you have mobility issues, curbside voting 
is available during Early Voting and on Election 
Day. Call our office on 860-295-6166 to arrange it.

Early Voting will take place at Town Hall 
(Conference Room) between Aug. 3 and 9. 
Hours are: Monday, Aug. 3, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Tuesday, Aug. 4, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Wednesday, 
Aug. 5, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday, Aug. 6, 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Saturday, Aug. 8, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Aug. 9, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

On Primary Election Day, Aug. 11, the polls 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School. 

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day 
Camp: For grades K-7. Weekly through Aug. 14, 
at Blish Park. Campers will enjoy camp games, 
arts & crafts, swimming, sports, field trips and 
special events. All campers are supervised by 
counselors and lifeguards trained in CPR/First 
Aid. Fee per week is $185/resident, $195/non-
resident.

Swim Lessons: All lesson levels are offered. 
All lessons are held at Blish Park. Fee per week 
is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Skyhawks Sand Volleyball Camp: For ages 
10-14. July 20-24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Blish Park. 
This program is designed for the beginning 
and intermediate player. Boys and girls will de-
velop skills through game-speed drills and daily 
scrimmages. Fee: $165/resident, $170/non-res-
ident.

Family Beach Yoga Night: Tuesday, July 21, 

5:30 p.m., at Blish Park. Bring your own yoga 
mat or towel. Parent/guardian must be present. 
The class is geared toward children ages 3-10 
and their families, but all kids welcome. Regis-
tration fee is $25/resident, $30/non-resident.

Skyhawks Mini-Hawk Camp (Soccer, Base-
ball and Basketball): For ages 4-6. July 27-31, 
9 a.m.-noon, at MES. This multi-sport program 
teaches children the essentials of each sport. Fee 
is $150/resident, $155/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., 
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Rollin’ on the River…. Kayleigh Kinsella recently took the Rivereast out on a cruise 
along the Mekong River in Luang Prabang, a UNESCO World Heritage city in North-
ern Laos.

Where? In Delaware!... Jerry and Tracey Crowley along with son Randy went to 
Delaware for daughter Jerlyn’s wedding on June 6 to Rich Conant, and they brought 
along the Rivereast with them.

Rivereast at the Wall…  After visiting friends in Dortmund to watch Fußball, Ken, 
Karen and Evan Yacono from East Hampton spent time sightseeing in Berlin Germany, 
visiting the Berlin Wall memorial and  “Checkpoint Charlie.”

Rivereast Takes a Hike… Cliff & Marilyn Hammond of East Hampton, along with 
Ryan Hammond and Julie Shea of Massachusetts, recently enjoyed scenic Glacier 
Point (Half Dome) and hiking at California’s Yosemite National Park. 
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 7/31/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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For his Eagle Scout service project, Colchester teen Anthony DePaola, right, do-
nated more than a whopping 2,600 pounds of food to Catholic Charities – with the 
support of his family, community, and Catholic Charities Chief Operating Officer 
Jack Babbit, left.

Local Teen Donates One Ton of Food
By Toriana Williams

When Colchester teen Anthony DePaola be-
gan his Eagle Scout service project, he decided 
in the beginning his goal was to collect a literal 
ton of food for families facing hunger in eastern 
Connecticut.

In general, 2,000 pounds of food sounds 
impossible for any one person to collect. But 
DePaola, a 17-year-old member of Boy Scout 
Troop 13, believed it could be done. By the time 
the project ended, he had not only reached his 
goal, but he had far exceeded it.

Thanks to the generosity of friends, neigh-
bors, churches and local supporters, DePaolo 
collected an incredible amount of over 2,600 
pounds of non-perishable food for Catholic 
Charities of Norwich.

“I was very grateful. I think it primarily shows 
the effort of the community,” said DePaolo. “I 
think it shows that people are really generous, 
but people just need an outlet of how to give. I 
think a lot of people want to give; they just need 
to find the right place for it.”

DePaolo said he chose to organize a food 
drive because it matched both his experience 
and his desire to help others.

“I’ve had experience with doing food drives 
before, so it’s something I’m pretty comfortable 
with,” he explained. “I just feel like a service 
project would be better for the community. I re-
ally value that a lot.”

His connection to Catholic Charities also 
made the decision easy. DePaulo is a parishio-
ner at St. Andrew Church in Colchester, where 
his relationship with Catholic Charities first be-
gan. Through his parish, he participated in an 
earlier food collection that introduced him to 
the organization’s mission of serving families in 
need across eastern Connecticut.

“I respect Catholic Charities because in the 
past I’ve done a food collection for them before, 
and I think they’re a great organization,” he said.

DePaolo shared that his goal of collecting one 
ton of food was not based on anything too com-
plicated. “I figured one ton would be a pretty 
solid amount,” he said. “I don’t think it’s too 
much, I don’t think it’s too little.” 

He added with a laugh, “And it sounds good 
on paper.” 

What surprised him, however, was not actu-
ally meeting his goal, or even surpassing it. In-
stead, it was the overwhelming response from 
the community.

“I was surprised. I probably only told people 
once or twice, maybe, just through social media 
and just speaking in person,” he admitted. “It 
wasn’t heavily advertised as other things might 
be. People really cared a lot.”

Even with all the support, that does not mean 
the project was easy by any means. Behind the 
scenes, the goal required some serious planning.

“The biggest challenge was probably the plan-
ning part. There’s a lot to go into it, especially 
initiating from just one person,” said DePaolo. 
“It takes a lot of leverage and a lot of initiation 
to put that in motion.”

He also discovered how important communi-
cation can be when leading a large community 
effort.

“I learned there’s a lot of communication that 
goes behind it. You have to communicate con-
stantly to a lot of people,” he explained. “There’s 
a lot of planning behind contingencies and 
planning around all those ‘what-ifs.’ There’s a lot 
of behind-the-scenes work that goes into it.”

DePaolo made it clear that a lot of that work 
wouldn’t have been possible without several 
people helping him bring the project to fruition.

“Probably my dad, my scoutmaster, my par-
ish priest and the beneficiary were the top peo-
ple,” he said. “They helped work with me closely 
with planning and availability and space to store 
food.”

Once the donations arrived at Catholic Char-
ities, they immediately began making a differ-
ence.

Jack Babbit, chief operating officer of Catho-
lic Charities, said the organization operates four 
food pantries that serve 63 towns throughout 
eastern Connecticut. Last year alone, Catholic 
Charities distributed more than 70,000 pounds 
of food, serving about 5,000 people and provid-
ing more than 48,000 meals.

Babbit shared that DePaolo’s donation came 
at exactly the right time.

“Anthony was a godsend to us because we 
were running low,” Babbit said. “Him bringing 
the food that he did just allowed us to really re-
stock and refill and get ready for the summer 
rush that we knew we’d have with the kids going 
off on summer vacation.”

Babbit said the need for food assistance con-
tinues to grow as many families struggle with 
rising costs and reductions in government ben-
efits. 

“Some people have lost SNAP benefits,” he 
explained. “They’re coming more and more 
to food pantries looking for additional help to 
supplement their nutrition program.”

Because of that, DePaolo’s donation was all 
the more valuable.

“The fact that a lot of these are families mak-
ing sure that the children get the nutrition that 
they need is very, very important,” said Babbit.

One of the things that impressed Babbit the 
most was DePaolo’s leadership.

“We don’t have a lot of youth stepping up as 
much as we’d like,” he said. “Anthony stepped 
up to the point that he ran the whole thing for 
us, to the deliveries into the building and every-
thing else. He really did a great job.”

DePaolo also learned more about the grow-
ing problem of food insecurity while working 
on the project.

“It did change my perspective,” shared De-
Paolo. “Catholic Charities has had like a 91% in-
crease in demand according to the beneficiary, 
which shows a lot. It’s crazy to hear stuff like that 
happens not too far away.”

The project eventually attracted national at-
tention after being featured by CatholicVote’s 
The Loop and Zeal News. DePaolo said he was 
excited to see the story spread beyond Con-
necticut.

“I think it was great advertisement. I think it’s 

a good example to other people,” he said. “We 
even had someone who saw the article who ac-
tually donated food, so I’m just happy that the 
word gets across anyway.”

DePaolo said scouting has been preparing 
him for leadership all his life.

“Eagle Scout is the final rank in Boy Scouts,” 
he explained. “It’s primarily identified with a lot 
of leadership and leading people and using your 
skills for other people.”

Along the way, DePaolo said he learned les-
sons that extend far beyond camping trips. “I 
learned a lot of skills,” he said. “I learned a lot of 
helpful life skills, a lot of helpful habits of think-
ing for everyday life.”

When asked what advice he would give an-
other Scout preparing an Eagle project, he 
laughed when delivering his answer: “Don’t 
procrastinate. It’s a lot of work.”

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 

the church’s Facebook page.
Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Town-Wide Tag Sale Returns
All are invited to explore the annual Col-

chester Town-Wide Tag Sale on Saturday, Aug. 
1 – and residents are also invited to sign up to 
participate. 

Hosted by the Colchester Parks & Recre-
ation Department, the Town-Wide Tag Sale 
offers shoppers the opportunity to discover 
everything from household goods and fur-
niture to antiques, children’s items, books, 
sporting equipment, home décor, collectibles 
and more – all while exploring neighborhoods 
throughout Colchester.

Residents who wish to participate should 
register their sale before July 22, to be sure 
they are included in the free tag sale map. 
Registered addresses will be included on the 
official Town-Wide Tag Sale map, making it 
easy for shoppers to plan their route and visit 
participating homes throughout the day.

For registration information, participant 
deadlines, and to obtain the official Town-
Wide Tag Sale map, visit colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department or call 860-537-7297.
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Colchester Goes to Referendum July 28
By Toriana Williams

Following more than $1.5 million in reduc-
tions, the proposed town and school 2026-27 
budgets will go back before the voters on July 
28.

The spending proposals – which total $68.72 
million, or a 4.4% increase from last year’s bud-
gets – will go to referendum on Tuesday, July 
28, at Town Hall from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. after 
the town was to hold a public budget meeting 
Wednesday, July 15, after press time.

The revised budget totals $68.72 million, a 
4.4% increase from last year’s $65.76 million. 
The Board of Education portion is $49.37 mil-
lion, a 4.3% increase, and the town’s budget is 
$19.35, a 4.7% increase. The proposed budget 
offers a 30.97 mill rate, a 3.5% increase over last 
year.

The new proposal came after voters over-
whelmingly rejected the first budget on May 20. 
The previous proposal would have increased the 
mill rate to 32.01, but residents made it loud and 
clear that they believed both the town and espe-
cially the school budgets were too high.

To respond to those concerns, the Board of 
Finance approved $1.5 million in cuts to the 

BOE’s budget and another $167,890 in reduc-
tions to town departments and operations.

A Closer Look at the Cuts
The largest reductions fall on the school dis-

trict. The current proposed budget eliminates 
the assistant principal position at Bacon Acade-
my, has Colchester Elementary School and Jack 
Jackter Intermediate School share a principal 
and includes teacher furloughs, staffing reduc-
tions and cuts to capital spending.

Acting Superintendent of Schools Judy 
O’Meara, during a June joint meeting of the 
town boards of selectmen, finance and educa-
tion, said the school district already made major 
cuts before the latest round of reductions. 

“These reductions result in more than $1 
million in cuts to operational spending when 
compared to the fiscal year 2025-2026 budget,” 
she said. “These reductions affect staffing, pro-
grams, services and resources that directly sup-
port students and schools.”

District leaders said they had already found 
more than $2 million in savings through retire-
ments, vacant positions and restructuring. Even 
so, the newest reductions eliminate positions 

including a library media specialist, paraeduca-
tor, therapist and math teacher while reducing 
spending on professional development, books, 
classroom supplies, technology upgrades and 
maintenance projects.

O’Meara acknowledged that the schools can 
still function under the revised budget, but she 
warned there will still be consequences. 

“At the $1.5 million level, students continue 
to receive a comprehensive educational pro-
gram, but schools operate with fewer resources, 
fewer support systems and less flexibility to re-
spond to students’ needs,” she said.

Town departments are also facing reductions. 
First Selectman Bernie Dennler said road main-
tenance, tree removal and grounds work will 
be scaled back. In response to the cuts, Denn-
ler said, “Our crews will do their best to keep 
to their schedules but response time for unex-
pected issues might be slower.”

One seasonal grounds position will be elimi-
nated, and elected officials, department heads 
and administrators have agreed to unpaid fur-
lough days to help save money. Those steps, he 
said, will protect important services like the li-
brary, senior center, transfer station and public 

safety.
Residents’ Concerns

During the recent tri-board meeting, teachers 
described the uncertainty surrounding possible 
job losses. Math teacher Jennifer Emery said 
many employees are worried about their future. 

“Today was a really hard day at work,” Em-
ery said at the June 15 meeting. “I sat with col-
leagues of mine with tears in their eyes because 
they were told that there’s a possibility that they 
are not going to be employed come August.” 

Emery also warned that “every day that passes 
without a resolution, we’re increasing the likeli-
hood of losing some of the best teachers that I 
know.”

Still, residents have continued pushing for 
lower spending. Also at that June 15 meeting, 
resident Jeff Mattson reminded officials that 
voters had already spoken – by rejecting the 
proposed budgets in May. 

“I think you need to do the right thing and get 
us a budget that’s no more than a 3% increase,” 
he said.

It remains to be seen whether coming in not 
at 3% but rather at 4.4% will be enough for vot-
ers – but on July 28, town officials will find out. 

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Fairy House Builders Wanted!: The second 
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter – but CLT needs help to make the magic 
happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail? 
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be 
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house 
in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with 
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail 
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep 
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read 
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will 
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. 
All are invited to stop by and learn more about 
the land trust.

Mentoring, Internships, Add Up to Success
In keeping with his role as a goalkeeper for 

Stonehill College’s NCAA Division I soccer 
team, Ryan Claffey of Colchester, a member of 
the Class of 2026, didn’t let many experiences 
get by him during his four years at the Easton, 
Mass., college. 

From leadership experiences and mentorship 
opportunities to studying in Florence, Italy, and 
an internship that led to a job offer, he managed 
to snag every opportunity that came his way.

An actuarial mathematics major and eco-
nomics minor, Claffey will soon join the team 
at Travelers, one of the nation’s largest and most 
successful underwriters, as a participant in the 
company’s Actuarial Leadership Development 
Program.

“Serving as the president of the Financial 
Management Association enhanced my public 
speaking as well as my organizational skills,” said 

the Bacon Academy graduate. “It also helped me 
expand my knowledge beyond what I could have 
learned from coursework alone.”

In addition to the knowledge gained in his 
program and the experiences gained through his 
internship, the soccer program and the Finan-
cial Management Association, Claffey also cred-
ited his success to the mentorship received from 
actuarial mathematics professor Heiko Todt and 
finance professor Michael Mullen, whom he 
credits with helping him develop some essential 
leadership and communication skills.

“My advisor, Heiko Todt, has been incred-
ibly influential to my academic development at 
Stonehill,” he said. “He has guided me through 
multiple actuarial exams, which are critical for 
securing an internship and ultimately a full-time 
position, and pushed me to develop an apprecia-
tion for sophisticated mathematical theory.”
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Celebrating 33 Yearsin Colchester
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 7/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 7/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON
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5Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 8:30-12 • Wed. 9-6

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5
Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org

Musicians, Singers Sought for America250 Concert
Community members throughout Colches-

ter and surrounding towns are invited to take 
part in a special patriotic community concert 
celebrating America250 and the nation’s 250th 
anniversary.

The community-wide musical collaboration 
will bring together singers and instrumental-
ists for a fall performance featuring patriotic 
and Americana-inspired music. Musicians of all 
experience levels are encouraged to participate, 
including members of local choirs, bands, or-
chestras, high school music programs, church-
es, and community organizations, as well as in-
dividuals who simply enjoy performing music.

This America250 celebration aims to unite 

the community through music while honoring 
the history, spirit, and traditions of the United 
States. 

Rehearsals will be held on Monday evenings 
beginning July 27 and will continue throughout 
the fall in preparation for the concert. The per-
formance date is expected to be a Sunday after-
noon in October. 

Registration is required; however, there is no 
fee to participate. Register at colchesterctrec.
recdesk.com/Community/Home.

For more information community members 
are encouraged to contact Colchester Parks and 
Recreation at 860-537-7297 or parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, July 20: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
no Exercise w/ Anne today; 9:30 a.m., Movie 
Time – Forrest Gump; no Sittercize today; 10 
a.m., Mystery Art Adventures; 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Haircuts; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., 
Mah Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, July 21: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Mixed Media 
Art – Landscapes; 10:30 a.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 3:30 p.m., AARP 
Smart Driver Safety Course with Harry; 6 p.m., 
Painted Mandala Suncatcher.  

Wednesday, July 22: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
9:30 p.m., Live Well; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, 
Hand and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 
1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., 
Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, July 23: no Exercise w/ Anne to-

day; no Sittercize today; 10 a.m., Wii Bowling; 
11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling; 
12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Domi-
noes, Needlework Club; 6 p.m., Ping-Pong. 

Friday, July 24: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group, Americana Show & Tell; 11 
a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15 
p.m., Bingo. 

Healthy Food Series – How to Read Food 
Labels: Monday, July 27, 10:30 a.m. Take a 
deeper dive into the labels and compare various 
brands. This is a free program. 

Aromatherapy Workshop: Thursday, July 
30, 1 p.m. Susette Christiansen, the center’s own 
reflexologist, will share the basics of aroma-
therapy, an introduction to several commonly 
used essential oils, and how aromatherapy can 
be used to promote physical, mental and emo-
tional wellness. All participants will create their 
own essential oil blend spray to take home. Cost 
is $15 per person. Space is limited. 

Ultimate Bingo: Tuesday, July 30, 6 p.m. 
Space is limited. Cost is $10. 

Scott Rosen – pictured here with his family – is the new pastor at Colchester Bible 
Baptist Church.

New Pastor at Bible Baptist Church
Colchester Bible Baptist Church has a new 

pastor: Scott Rosen, as of June 1. All are invited 
for fellowship and to meet him.

Sunday School is held at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m., and 
there is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. 

There is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 
7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd., 
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. The pas-
tor’s email is pastor@colchesterbible.org, and 
the church website is www.colchesterbible.org.

Concerts on the Town Green Return 
The Parks & Recreation Department invites 

residents and visitors to the annual Summer 
Concert Series, featuring free live performances 
in the heart of downtown.

The concert series brings the community to-
gether each week to enjoy a variety of musical 
styles performed by talented local and regional 
musicians. From classic rock and country to 
pop, jazz, and patriotic favorites, there is some-
thing for every music lover.

Concerts are held on the Town Green. Guests 

are encouraged to arrive early to find a spot and 
enjoy dinner from food trucks.

This year’s lineup includes the U.S. Coast 
Guard Band, on Thursday, July 23 and Colches-
ter Continentals Fife and Drum corps on Thurs-
day, July 30. All concerts are held from 6-8 p.m.

For the complete concert schedule and event 
updates, visit the Parks & Recreation event cal-
endar at colchesterct.gov/recreation-depart-
ment or call the office at 860-537-7297.

Dare to Dream Jr.
The Colchester Community Theatre Summer 

Children’s Theatre Workshop will present Dis-
ney’s Dare to Dream Jr. on Saturday, July 18, at 2 
p.m., in the Bacon Academy auditorium.

This is a musical revue that follows an ea-
ger group of trainees on their first day at a fic-
tional Walt Disney Imagineering Studio. As 
the group sets out to help each other discover 
their dreams, they work together to explore the 
power of dreams to unite, inspire and make 
anything possible. Drawing from a century of 
Disney films, Dare to Dream Jr. features songs 
appearing for a first time ever in a Disney stage 

musical, including fan-favorites from The Prin-
cess and the Frog, Coco, Encanto and Frozen II. 
This musical revue is a mix of contemporary 
songs, classics, and brand-new medleys. 

Tickets for this production are $8 each (adults 
& children) and may be purchased online with 
assigned seating at www.colchestercommunity-
theatre.com. Tickets will also be available at the 
door on the day of the performance if not sold 
out prior. 

Call Diane Ozmun at 860-908-9286 or email 
info@colchestercommunitytheatre.com for ad-
ditional information.

Chicken Barbecue
July 18

Westchester Congregational Church will 
host a takeout Chicken Barbecue dinner 
Saturday, July 18, from 4-6 p.m. The church 
is located at 98 Cemetery Rd. in the West-
chester section of Colchester.

Drive up and for $17 each, you will re-
ceive a barbecued half chicken, baked po-
tato, coleslaw, roll and butter, and dessert. 
The meals are takeout-only, with no order-
ing ahead.

For more information, email westcong-
church@gmail.com.

Colchester Cares
Meets July 29

Colchester Cares, a giving group that sup-
ports various causes in Colchester, will hold its 
next quarterly meeting Wednesday, July 29, at 7 
p.m., at the Carl Guild Community Room, 392 
South Main St. 

Colchester Cares members, who commit to 
donating $100 a quarter, present current needs 
in town and then vote on where to send the 
group’s collective donations. 

Colchester Cares always welcomes new mem-
bers. You can be a member without having to 
attend meetings. Suggesting worthy causes, vot-
ing, and donating can all be done online. 

For more information, visit www.colchester-
cares.org or follow the group on Facebook.

Ahavath Achim
Chicken Barbecue

Congregation Ahavath Achim will hold a 
takeout-only chicken barbecue Sunday, Aug. 
9, from 3:30-6 p.m.

Cost is $20 for a full dinner, which in-
cludes half a kosher chicken, baked potato, 
coleslaw, dinner roll and cookies. 

Orders can be taken over the phone – in-
cluding on the day of the event – at 860-537-
2809.

Teen Intro to Genealogy
The Colchester Historical Society is offering 

teenagers a basic introduction to genealogy on 
Saturday or Sunday, Aug. 1 or 2, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. 

Pick the day you would like to attend and dis-
cover the tools available to dig into your family 
history. This program is free and open to middle 
school and high school students, who can be 
dropped off at the Colchester History Museum 
or be accompanied by parents. It is advisable to 
bring a laptop or an iPad/tablet to experience 
first-hand the types of genealogical information 
that can be found online.

If planning to attend, email mail@colches-
terhistory.org to indicate you are attending, as 
space is limited.

History Museum Open Sundays
The Colchester History Museum is open 

Sundays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the 
end of December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colches-
ter’s Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can 
also experience histories of people and places 
in the “ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting 
the people and events in Colchester’s history. 
Guided and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colches-
ter Historical Society at mail@colchesterhis-
tory.org or 860-537-3240.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.

Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 7/30/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 7/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 7/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Christian Life Chapel News
Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 

St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids will learn about Jesus in ageappropriate 
ways.

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 10-11:30 
a.m., studying the book of Revelation.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Donuts with Don: Fridays at 10 a.m. This is 
a relaxed gathering and open discussion on the 
theme: “How does God fit in this thing called 
life?”

Vacation Bible School (VBS): Monday, July 
20-Friday, July 24, 9 a.m.-noon. This year’s 
theme is: Illumination Station: “Shine a Light 
on Jesus.” This is a week of faith, fun, and dis-
covery for children.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following up-

coming trips. Trips are available to senior center 
members and their adult guests over the age of 18. 
Membership is free for Colchester residents aged 
55 and older. There is an annual fee of $15 for se-
niors residing outside of Colchester. For more in-
formation or full trip descriptions, or to register, 
call 860-537-3911 or email csc@colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Europe: 
Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy multi-
night stays, local tours, food and more in Ber-
lin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. The 
14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, hotels, and 
meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six dinners). 
Contact senior center staff for availability and 
pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, departure 
time TBD. Spend three nights directly on the 
beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple oc-
cupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East Hill 
Farm, live German music, and more. Cost is $158/
person and includes transportation and lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transportation, 
entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 1-9, 
2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan runs nine 
days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 (double oc-
cupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 a.m., there 
will be a presentation on the Cultural Treasures 
of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 2027. This trip is 
14 days, 13 nights, and cost is $9,999 per person 
(double occupancy). 

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Ladies Guild Offering
Trip to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring 
a trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see 
Joshua. 

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner 
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish 
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and 
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse. 

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849 
for a single.  Transportation will be on a deluxe 
motorcoach.  For more information, contact 
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses 
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in 
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the 
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club 
at 395 South Main St. 

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer 
camp and experience trips and other camping 
activities they might otherwise have to miss due 
to a family’s ability to afford the event.

Resident Graduates
Colchester resident Michael Whipple recent-

ly graduated from Quinnipiac University, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in human resource 
management.

On the Boardwalk… Colchester Scout Troop 13 recently held its end-of-the-year 
trip. This year, the scouts camped in Avalon, N.J., on the Jersey Shore. They spent 
five days swimming and playing games. They also went to the zoo, mini golfing, 
the boardwalk and an amusement park. The troop also discussed and planned for 
their week of Summer Camp in July, as well as an upcoming campout with a 15-mile 
bike ride.  Troop 13 has scouts in grade six through grade 12, with older scouts 
leading and directing younger scouts. The troop meets most Mondays at 7 p.m. at 
the St. Andrew Church Hall in Colchester.  Boys ages 11 through 17 are welcome 
to join.  Stop by at any meeting or contact scoutmaster Brian Marburger at brian.
marburger@comscast.net or 860-917-5896.

Dean’s List
Sammi D’atri of Colchester made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta.
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Police Cadets
Seek Members

Teens considering a job in law enforce-
ment or the military, or just want to serve the 
community, are invited to join the Connecti-
cut State Police Cadet program.

The program meets twice a month on 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the State 
Police barracks in Colchester, and males and 
females ages 13-20 are invited to join. The 
Cadet program focuses on building confi-
dence, improving physical fitness and leader-
ship training.

If interested in attending a meeting or 
for more information, call 860-465-5468 or 
email troopkcadets028@gmail.com.

Area ECSU Graduates
The following area residents recently gradu-

ated from Eastern Connecticut State University:
Amston: Colleen Garrity, who graduated 

with a Master of Science degree in elementary 
education; Nicholas Kelley, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in social work; Tyler 
Piascik, who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in art; Brigid Utz, who graduated with a 
Master of Science degree in special education.

Andover: Pawel Dabek, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in health sciences; 
Kevin McCarthy, who graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in mathematics; Amanda 
Moore, who graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in psychology; Ashley Moore, who 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
accounting; Chase Nelson, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science; 
Arianna Vernola, who graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in art.

Colchester: Taryn Beisel, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English; San-
dra Geis, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in social work; Zachary Manville, 
who graduated with a Master of Science de-
gree in applied data science; Vincent May, who 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in communication; Catheryn Neudecker, who 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
psychology; Sydney Soja-Roach, who gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree in psy-
chology; Christopher Stephenson, who gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree in data 
science; Leslie Vazquez-Lopez, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in business 
administration; Paula Yanez, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in biochem-
istry; Aidan Zimmitti, who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in business admin-
istration and a Bachelor of Science degree in ac-
counting.

East Hampton: Ceana DeStasio, who gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in art; Lo-
gan Lefebvre, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in accounting; Bailey Lombardi, 
who graduated with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in psychology; Andrew Rinaldi, who 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in finance; Melissa Snow, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in criminology; Jen-
nifer Tripp, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in political science; Madison York-
er, who graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in physical education.

Hebron: Anna Beard, who graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in business admin-
istration; Alexandria Marques, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in psychol-
ogy; Ingrid Taute, who graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in finance; Jeremy Velez, 
who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Spanish; Timothy Wilson, who graduated with 
a Master of Science degree in accounting.

Marlborough: Fenna Lacourciere, who 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in art; 
Kaitlin Nicol, who graduated with a Master of 
Science degree in educational studies; Chase 
Soulagnet, who graduated with a Master of Sci-
ence degree in applied data science.

Portland: Sydney Carlson, who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in psychol-
ogy; Zachary Doncet, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in business ad-
ministration; Eli Evison, who graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in physical edu-
cation; Matthew Fitzsimons, who graduated 
with a Master of Science degree in applied data 
science; Lindsey King, who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in business admin-
istration; Michael LaMalfa, who graduated with 
a Master of Science degree in accounting; Kayla 
LaMalfa, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in health sciences; Jodie Pickel, 
who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
art; Caitlynn Robertson, who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics; Jake 
Thompson, who graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in business administration; Syd-
ney Wallengren, who graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in accounting.

From the State Senator’s Desk
Friends, I hope you’re staying cool and dry in this summer’s heat and 

rain.
 I’m very encouraged to share new information with you this month 

from the State Comptroller’s office. As the 2025-26 fiscal year draws to a 
close with a final budget surplus valued at around $411 million, with that 
money to be invested in the state’s Early Childhood Education Endow-
ment, Connecticut has now completed eight straight fiscal years under 
Governor Lamont with budget surpluses.

Since 2019, the state has been able to spend more than $10 billion to 
pay down outstanding and owed debt as a result of these surpluses and 
state investments.

On top of ensuring that hardworking Connecticut workers will be able 
to retire with pensions and benefits promised to them, these investments 
are working to reduce future owed debt payments by hundreds of millions of dollars per year. 
As an example, in the 2025-26 fiscal year, had the state not made those paydowns, its minimum 
required debt payment would be $857 million higher than it is, adding flexibility in future state 
spending.

A secondary result of this has further supported the state’s economy, as Connecticut saw 
several credit rating upgrades in the early 2020s. That means borrowing costs for needed work 
like school construction and transportation efforts are lower, saving even more money.

If we can remain on our current spending path, current projections for the 2026-27 fiscal 
year, though it’s early, hold more promise. At the end of next year, if the state can make its 
expected $1.53 billion pension paydown, mandatory debt contributions would fall by another 
$200 million each year.

Even more impressive – during this time, the state has been well prepared for potential emer-
gencies. The state’s Rainy Day Fund, which was empty about a decade ago, will reach a new cap 
of $4.46 billion by the end of the 2026-27 fiscal year, representing 5% of the total state budget. 

Thanks to a volatility cap imposed by legislators in 2017, income and business tax revenue 
collected that exceeds a certain threshold will be transferred into the reserve, preserving its 
value and making sure it will be ready for a potential “rainy day” such as a significant emer-
gency or financial downturn.

A marker of this level of financial success comes from the Federal Cuts Response Fund cre-
ated by legislators in late 2025 following the Trump administration cutting billions of dollars 
for state programs. The state’s investments continued without issue even with this $500 million 
investment, reinforcing the state’s strong financial position.

Despite all of this, the work’s not done yet. Connecticut still faces tens of billions in debt, but 
year by year, strong fiscal stability is benefitting our state and will continue to do so. I’m encour-
aged to see the future continue to deliver on this progress.

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Note: The 12-town 33rd Senate District includes the Rivereast towns of Colchester, East Hamp-
ton and Portland.

Needleman

Hot Show… It was hot on the Fourth of July but got even hotter when Tony Rome 
took the stage with The Peacemakers band for a local show. Considering the extreme 
heat and humidity it was an exceptional turnout, Rome said. He said numerous people 
were in the shade, as well as about 50 cars beeping the horn after every song. Rome 
said it was a total success, and noted his next engagement is the Portland Fair on Oct. 
4 at 11:30 a.m., and then on Oct. 31, Rome will finish off his 2026 Sons of Liberty tour.
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Lilah Martz, left, and Juliana Aresco, right, stand center stage as they prepare with more than 
50 other children to perform Disney’s Dare to Dream Jr. on Saturday, July 18.

Ozmun.
Those lessons also continue after rehearsal 

ends each day. 
“They can’t just do it here. When they go 

home, they have to practice,” she said. “That’s 
what actors do. Those are skills that apply to ev-
erything in life.”

For choreographer Cecilia Stallone, helping 
children grow is just as rewarding as creating 
dance numbers.

“I love choreographing it,” said Stallone. “It’s 
just such an awesome program and outlet for 
children in our community to learn about the 
arts.”

Because the workshop welcomes children 
with every level of experience, starting at none, 
Stallone designs dances that challenge advanced 
performers while helping beginners feel com-
fortable.

“We have kids who have never been on stage 
before, up to kids who are competitive dancers,” 
she said. “I try to design movement so children 
are able to stretch themselves but still feel com-
fortable.”

Stallone shared that the workshop theme and 
the show’s message resonated with her deeply. 

“You’re never too old to stop dreaming,” she 
said. “There could be 5-year-olds in the audi-
ence or 65-year-olds that can still pursue their 
dreams.”

Older cast members are also embracing lead-
ership roles.

Juliana Aresco plays one of the lead Imagi-
neers guiding younger characters through the 
story. 

“I’m one of the leaders of the play,” said Ares-
co. “I’m helping them become a full-fledged 
Imagineer.”

After years in the workshop herself, she en-
joys seeing newer performers gain confidence. 
Her most favorite part, however, is the fact the 
show is a musical itself.

“I love singing,” she said. “That’s my favorite 
part of the play. I kind of love just being there 
and expressing the character.” She also appreci-
ates that the musical gives many children op-
portunities to shine in the spotlight.

“It gives a lot of people opportunities to get a 
part,” said Aresco. “A lot of people who were en-
semble before have a part this year, and they’re 
getting to show off their talent.”

Lilah Martz, another Imagineer helping guide 
those younger than her, enjoys playing the part 
of a mentor for younger characters while also 
encouraging the audience to dream big.

“My character wants to teach people how to 
dream, how to fulfill their goals in life and how 
to make themselves happy,” said Martz. “It feels 
meaningful.”

Martz shared that she believes the show’s 
message is especially important today. 

“I really love the theme,” she said. “People re-
ally need to learn how to figure out what would 
actually make them happy.”

In the end, she hopes everyone leaves the the-
ater inspired. 

“I want to tell kids – or really anyone – that 
they should just do what makes them happy in 
life,” said Martz. “Don’t forget those who make 
you happy, too.”
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The Swedish Cemetery, located at 184 William St., now offers a columbarium. 

Outdoor Columbarium at Swedish Cemetery
The Swedish Cemetery, founded in 1889, now 

offers a columbarium.
Located at 184 William St., the cemetery 

is managed by a Board of Directors, some of 
whom are descendants of the original founders. 
Although established by members of Zion Lu-
theran Church, the cemetery is now a separate 
entity and available to people of all ethnicities 
and beliefs.

The nonprofit cemetery offers traditional 
burials in single, double or family plots. Op-
tions for cremated remains include interment in 
one of these plots or within a columbarium, an 
option for the permanent housing of urns con-
taining cremated remains. The above-ground 
48-niche granite structure adds a modern ad-
dition for interment at the cemetery and can 
house the cremains of up to 96 people. Each 
niche holds the cremains of two people, so fam-
ily members or friends can be together.

The cemetery said this is the first colum-
barium in the community. Built from granite, 
the outdoor unit expands the cemetery’s capa-
bilities. It provides local families with a modern, 
dignified option for cremation memorialization 
while preserving the historic grounds’ natural 

beauty and saving land space for additional 
burials. Nestled within a landscaped section 
of the property, the open-air sanctuary is sur-
rounded by four granite benches and offers an 
intimate space for reflection, solace, and quiet 
prayer. It serves as a permanent secure resting 
place and provides a lasting tribute for genera-
tions to come.

According to the National Funeral Direc-
tors Association (NFDA) 2025 Cremation and 
Burial Report, the cremation rate in the United 
States has increased to 63.4%, more than double 
the traditional burial rate of 31.6%. The NFDA 
tracks these trends and predicts that cremation 
will rise to 82.3% by 2045, while burials will 
drop to around 13%.

The eco-friendly columbarium addresses the 
growing preference for cremation. It provides a 
low-maintenance alternative to traditional in-
ground burial and the interment is less expen-
sive than the traditional burial of an urn.

For information on the burial options at the 
cemetery, contact the Swedish Cemetery at 860-
365-9589 or email your inquiry to caretaker@
swedishcemeteryportlandct.org.

Deposit Due Date Extended for Trip
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 26-30 
– and the due date for the trip deposit has been 
extended.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder 
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at 
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour 
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and 

a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.
The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-

equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging 
in a single hotel. Cost of this trip is $765 per 
person double occupancy ($934 pp  single or 
$745 pp triple occupancy). A $75 deposit is due 
by Aug. 3; with the balance due by Sept. 9.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Town-Wide Revaluation
In accordance with Connecticut General 

Statutes, the Town of Portland is conducting its 
statistical five-year revaluation of all real estate 
properties for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List. 

The town has contracted Tyler Technologies, 
Inc. to perform market analysis, sales valida-
tion inspections, and field reviews as part of the 
mass appraisal process, which the assessments 
will represent 70% of fair market value, in col-
laboration with the assessor’s office.

Tyler Technologies, Inc. field personnel will 
carry official, town approved company identi-
fication badges and will have signed authori-

zation letters that include contact information 
for town officials, including the Portland Police 
Department.

Property owners are encouraged to review 
their property record cards available through 
the online assessment database and report any 
discrepancies, omissions, or property changes 
to the assessor’s office to ensure accurate, fair, 
and equitable assessments: www.portlandct.
org/assessor.

Revaluation assessment notices will be mailed 
to taxpayers in December.

Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Portland 

Fair, which will return to its “new” location at 
Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. 

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the 
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme 
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into 
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night. 
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of 
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford 

and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson 
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover 
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project 
which will culminate in a banner  for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Chicken Barbecue July 18
The Portland Agricultural Fair and Port-

land Fish and Game Club will sponsor their 
third annual Chicken Barbecue on Saturday, 
July 18, from 4-7:30 p.m., at Portland River-
front Park, 284 Brownstone Ave.

Adult meals cost $30 each and will con-
sist of half a barbecued chicken with an ear 
of corn and French fries. A child’s meal, for 
children under 12, will cost $10 and consist 

of chicken tenders, an ear of corn and French 
fries. Soda and water will be available for pur-
chase. Meals can either be eaten onsite or take 
them to go. Entertainment will be provided 
by Paul Christopher and Round 3. Also, the 
raffle will be held once again.

 Tickets can be purchased from any Port-
land Fair or Portland Fish and Game member 
or at Bud’s Café on Main Street.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Cook Up an Adven-
ture Summer Reading Program: Pick up your 
reading log, or visit the Summer Reading por-
tal on the library website to track your reading 
electronically. Each day you read 20 minutes 
or more counts towards your summer reading 
goal. Earn prizes each time you reach five days. 

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. July 20, 
27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary Flood Room to 
enjoy stories, rhymes and songs about some fa-
vorite tasty treats. A craft project will be offered 
at the end of each program. 

Flying High Disc Dogs: Wednesday, July 22, 
6:30 p.m., on the Town Gree. Witness backflips, 
tricks, and extreme distance catches in this fam-
ily-friendly show. Rain date is Thursday, Aug. 6, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Family Movie: Wednesday Aug. 12. Hoppers 
(2026; rated PG) will be shown at 1 p.m. and 
again at 5:30 p.m. Run time is 105 minutes. Reg-
istration not required.

Chalk the Walks: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10:30 
a.m. Come decorate the library sidewalks with 
images and messages of kindness. Chalk and pop-
sicles will be supplied. Registration not required.

School Supply Bingo: Tuesday, Aug. 18, 
10:30 a.m. Play some bingo and win some 
school supplies! Registration opens on Monday, 
July 27 at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Recep-
tion: Saturday, July 25, 1 p.m. “We the People” 
by John Bula will be on exhibit at the library 
through Aug. 8. Bula’s “free-form puzzles” are 
his tribute to and illustration of American his-
tory. He has been assembling these collages of 
American Flags from cutouts from magazines, 
newspapers and advertisements for 28 years, 
with the average flag taking him three months 
to complete. 

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook 
Up an Adventure:  When you sign up, you re-
ceive a coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 
in value) from the Friends’ ongoing book sale 
& another coupon when you log 2,000 pages. 
Then, register for summer reading and start 
logging the pages you read. For every adult who 
joins the reading program and reads at least one 
book this summer (including audiobooks and 
graphic novels) the Friends of Portland Library 
will donate $3 towards two musical instrument 
rental scholarships for the 2026-27 school year 
for two students at Brownstone Intermediate 
School.

Colonial Cooking from the Revolutionary 
Era: Monday, July 27, 6 p.m. Join Matt Yanarella 
for an adult and teen event that celebrates clas-
sic New England cooking from the Revolution-
ary era. Yanarella will also discuss popular Rev-
olutionary War history. Space is limited. This 
project is made possible in part by the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services under the pro-
visions of the Library Services and Technology 
Act, administered by Connecticut State Library.

Pen-Turning Workshop: Saturday, Aug. 
8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Learn to turn your own pen 
using a lathe with the Central Connecticut 
Woodturners. No registration required. Drop in 
any time between 10 and 2. Creating your pen 
takes approximately 20-30 minutes, and you’ll 
take home your own handcrafted wooden pen. 
While waiting, see demonstrations by wood 
carvers from Connecticut Woodcarvers and 
scrollsaw work by the Southern New England 
Scrollsawers. This program is open to adults and 
children age 10 and older.

250th Anniversary of American Beer: Mon-
day, Aug. 17, 6 p.m. To mark America’s 250th 
Anniversary, illustrator, author and Advanced 
Cicerone Em Sauter will give an illustrated pre-
sentation discussing the role of beer and brew-
ing in American history. Registration opens 
Monday, July 27 at 10 a.m.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Adults of all experience 
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get 
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who 
enjoy knitting and crocheting. 

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1971 will 

hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet 
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag 
(Smithwick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT 
06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com. 

Resident Receives
Professional Certificate

Amelia Bernardi of Portland was recently 
awarded a professional certificate in paralegal 
studies from the University of Hartford.

Dean’s List
Portland resident Colin Wallace made the 

spring 2026 Dean’s List at Fairfield University.
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Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Avenue, 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; for more 
information or to register, call 860-342-6761. Se-
nior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Visit www.
portlandct.org/senior-services for more infor-
mation, including a calendar of events.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is July 27.

Weekly Programs: Monday, 7/20: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 7/21: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one yard 
or more) are sought for making teddy bears for 
cancer patients throughout Connecticut. To do-
nate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate Meal, noon 
– $3 suggested donation (must fill out form). 
Menu: BLT, whole wheat bread slices, corn and 
potato chowder, milk, fruit cup; Coupons for 
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize II, 
5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 7/22: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
p.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Bridge, 
12:30-4 p.m.  

Thursday, 7/23: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– $3 suggested donation (must fill out form). 
Menu: Hummel Brothers hot dog with bun, 
beef and bean chili, Italian pasta salad, apple, 
milk; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 7/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

 Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free.

Monday, July 20: Veteran Benefits Workshop, 
10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs and ser-
vices offered to veterans and surviving spouses.

 Thursday July 23: Drumming Circle, 2-3 
p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Cost is a $5 donation to the 
food bank. Registration required.

Monday, July 27: Monthly technology work-
shop, 11 a.m. This month’s program will be an 

introductory session for the new Portland Se-
nior Center Digital Legacy Project. Explore 
ways to share your memories and pastimes 
through written reflections and/or digital story-
telling. Create a collection of your history and 
heritage to share with family and friends. 

Monday, July 27 & Tuesday, July 28: Elder 
Classes at Camp Bethel. Registration is closed 
for this event.

Wednesday, July 29: Slipaway River Tour, 
1:15 p.m. Bring binoculars and a camera for na-
ture viewing on this one-hour narrated tour on 
the Connecticut River. There is a $7 trip fee and 
a $5 ride fee. Leave the center at 1:15 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 3: Health Education Presenta-
tion by Chatham Health District, 10:45-11:15 
a.m. Come learn about the importance of hy-
dration. Blood pressure checks will also be giv-
en, and diabetic-friendly recipes given out.

Monday, Aug. 10: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 
& Nature Program and Celebration of Mint 
Workshop, 1 p.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 12: Lunch at Sadler’s Res-
taurant in Marlborough. Pay for own lunch. Bus 
leaves the senior center at 11:30 a.m. $5 ride fee.

Thursday, Aug. 13: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. Come 
to the center for a sweet treat and chat with 
leaders of the Portland community. 

Wednesday, Aug. 19: Walking Club, 9 a.m. 
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and 
the Air Line Trail.

Thursday, Aug. 27: Drumming Circle, 2-3 
p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Donation is $5, which goes to 
the food bank. 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides. 
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a 
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call 
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration for the Rec Season is open. 
Players will be grouped according to birth-

days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids 
born up to July 31 of the following year. When 
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for 
your player’s information, including birthdate. 

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 

an additional practice on Wednesdays.
Players will be groups by birthdate: U4: 

8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to 
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to 
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019 
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; 
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.  

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. Call 
Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 

year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to 
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Fun Runs: Thursdays, July 23, 30 and Aug. 6, 
starting at 6 p.m., at the Portland Recreational 
Complex. Open to runners of all ages, this is a 
free event. 

Summer Concert Series: Tuesday through 
Aug. 11, at 6:30 p.m., at Riverfront Park. Sched-
ule: July 21: Great Hill Mountain Band; July 28: 
Kings of Karma; Aug. 4: Don’t Tell Lisa; Aug. 11: 
Wicked Peach.

Inspire Girls Basketball Camps: Monday-
Friday, Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. Cost is $20.

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Summer 
(Grades 1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, July 
21-Aug. 6, at the PHS tennis courts. Grades 1-2 
meet from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and grades 3-8 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. All players in their first session 
receive and keep a new age-appropriate racquet 

and ball.
Lego S.T.E.A.M. Camps: Monday-Friday, 

July 20-24. Programs are offered for kids ages 
5-6 and 7-9.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, 
Base Camp is open to children entering grades 
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering 
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 
childcare program available to students enrolled 
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the 
2026-27 school year.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Recreation is accepting donations for 
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational 
Complex. If you’re interested in dedicating a 
bench or tree, call Andy for more information 
at 860-342-6757.

Nominations for Spirit 
of Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th 
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s 
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in the Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

Middlesex County Distinguished Citizen Award
The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-

merce has announced that the chamber is now 
accepting nominations for the 2026 Distin-
guished Citizen Award – and Portland residents 
are eligible.

The Distinguished Citizen Award honors in-
dividuals whose contributions extend beyond 
the normal responsibilities of their profession 
or employment. Special consideration is given 
to volunteerism, civic engagement, charitable 
work, mentorship, leadership, and other mean-
ingful acts of service that have benefited the 
community.

To be eligible for nomination, candidates 
must: Be at least 21 years of age; Live or work 
in one of 14 Middlesex County communities – 
including Portland; be widely recognized as, the 

Chamber said, “having unselfishly given their 
time and talent to produce a lasting benefit to 
the area”; demonstrate community service and 
contributions that go beyond the normal duties 
of their profession or employment; and not have 
previously received the Distinguished Citizen 
Award.

The recipient(s) of the 2026 Distinguished 
Citizen Award will be honored at the Middle-
sex County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual 
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 23, from 
5-8 p.m., at The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Sta-
tion in Haddam.

Nominations must be submitted in writ-
ing no later than Monday, July 27. The Distin-
guished Citizen Award Committee will review 
all nominations and select this year’s recipient.

To submit a nomination or learn more, visit 
www.middlesexchamber.com/awards-and-
scholarships.

President’s List
Avery Quesnel of Portland made the spring 

2026 President’s List at Nichols College in Dud-
ley, Mass.

Spirit of ’76… In honor of its 50th reunion, the Portland High School Class of 
1976 recently presented a “Spirit of ‘76” scholarship to a member of the PHS Class 
of 2026. Class co-chairs Kim Fischburg, left, and MaryLinda Reitz, right, presented 
Rita Lin, center, with the scholarship at the Awards Ceremony held for PHS seniors 
in May. Also, the class recently celebrated its 50th reunion at Terrazza Restaurant 
located at the Quarry Ridge Golf Course in Portland. More than 42 classmates 
and their spouses enjoyed an evening of good food, great ‘70s music and even bet-
ter conversation. Many participants traveled from out of state, including Florida, 
Nevada, Oregon, Virginia, North and South Carolina. In addition to the reunion 
celebration, classmates received a tour of the high school given by Principal Kath-
ryn Lawson on Sunday and were honored at the 2026 PHS graduation on June 15.

Dean’s List
Portland residents Rowan Bell, Claire Palma 

and Luke Stennett made the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at the University of Rhode Island.

First Congregational 
Church News

All are welcome to First Congregational 
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke. This 
week, July 19, Cooke will preach on the topic 
“Kingdom Come.”

Camp Faith: Sunday morning Church School 
has been transformed into a camping adventure 
in Fellowship Hall. Children will explore God’s 
world through hands-on activities, games, crafts 
and stories. Children will come together to 
make suncatchers.

 For more information, go to firstchurchport-
landct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Reception for
Flag Exhibit

A reception for the “We the People” flag 
collages exhibit by John Bula will be held at 
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., on Sat-
urday, July 25, at 1 p.m. 

Bula’s “free-form puzzles” are his trib-
ute to and illustration of American history. 
He has been assembling these collages of 
American Flags from cutouts from maga-
zines, newspapers and advertisements for 
28 years, with the average flag taking him 
three months to complete.

The show runs through Aug. 10.

Trinity Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites the community to worship each week. 
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org. 

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation and 
the church office is open from 2-4 p.m. each Fri-
day. All are invited to join the Anglican Prayer 
beading sessions at this time as well. 

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the 
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3 
p.m. – both in the church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.
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Ship and drop off 
packages here.

Authorized Service Provider

724 Portland Cobalt Road / Rte 66
Portland, CT 06480

(860) 342-4847

M-F 8:00am - 6:00pm
SAT 8:00am - 5:00pm
SUN 9:00am - 4:00pm

PORTLAND HOME & HARDWARE
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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-2
4-

26

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

860-652-8889
363 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

sliceworksct.com
We Deliver!

Full MenuAvailable
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$5.00 OFF
Any order over $25.00

with this coupon • expires 8-23-2026

LAZY 
HAZY

PIZZA DAYS

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Absentee Ballots for August Primary
Absentee ballots become available next 

Tuesday, July 21, for the Democratic primary 
for the party’s gubernatorial candidate and 
U.S. Congress candidate. The primary is be-
ing held on Tuesday, Aug. 11, with early vot-
ing from Monday, Aug. 3, to Sunday, Aug. 9. 

Early voting will be at Town Hall, 33 East 
Main St., while Primary Day voting will be at 
the Portland Middle School, 93 High St. 

Registered members of the Democratic 
Party can obtain an absentee ballot applica-
tion in person at the town clerk’s office, by 
calling 860-342-6743, or visiting the town 

clerk page of the town’s website for additional 
options. Any application or completed ab-
sentee ballot should be returned to the town 
clerk, mailed back to the town clerk’s office 
at: P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480 or left in 
the election drop box, located by the rear en-
trance of the Town Hall. 

A recent state law updated the absentee bal-
lot envelope process. Voters using this method 
are advised to pay close attention to the new 
instructions to ensure their ballot is received 
in good order, the town clerk’s office said.

Vocal Chords Seek New Members
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC), directed by Samuel Tucker and ac-
companied by Alan Dougherty’s 10-piece or-
chestra, are searching for men and women to 
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions. 

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals start Tuesday, Aug. 25, from 
6:45-9 p.m., at St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox 
Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC 
prepares for its holiday concert on Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School. New 
members may join until Sept. 8.

For 36 years, this community-focused group 
has offered concerts featuring a wide range of 
musical styles. Its repertoire includes hits from 

past and present, along with classical and patri-
otic selections. The group’s 90 current members 
come from central and southern Connecticut 
and represent diverse backgrounds. You do not 
need any affiliation with Middlesex Health to 
become a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s 
annual Patron Drive go back to the commu-
nity through scholarships awarded to Middle-
sex County seniors who plan to study nursing 
or music. So far, the Vocal Chords have con-
tributed $94,000 to local students, thanks to 
our dedicated supporters and members. For 
more information, visit vocalchords20.org or 
call 860-342-3120. You can also find the Vocal 
Chords on YouTube and Facebook. 
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Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single. 

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on 

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • 

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Closing July 

20 thru Aug. 2, 

Reopening 

Aug. 3 at 2pm
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109 Loomis Rd., Colchester, CT 06415 • 860-365-5846
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.facebook.com/GrayHouseFarms
OPEN Wed-Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 9am-3pm

Gray House Farms
— Garden Center —

All Annual Plants
ON SALE!

Annuals, Perennials, Shrubs, Flower & Veggie Pllants

Bulk Top Soil, Compost, Mulch, 
Stone & Sand – Delivery Available

Farm Fresh Native Corn & Produce 
Available
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Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. 
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Recess and Playground Adventure Camp: 
Aug. 10-14, 9:30-11:45 a.m., at Veterans Me-
morial Park. Kids will play classic playground 
games such as freeze tag and hide and seek, 
and will also engage in some competitions 
such as chalk drawing, hula hooping, and 
sports games. For grades 1-4.

Tuesday Night 30+ Adult Pick-Up Bas-
ketball: Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., at the Hebron El-
ementary School main gym. Participants are 
required to register/pay online and check in 
with staff upon arrival. Runs through July 25. 

Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m., from 
Sept. 3-Oct. 15, at Gilead Hill School.This is 
a low-impact form of exercise focusing on a 
series of slow, graceful, and continuous move-
ments.

Take Great Photos with Your Smartphone: 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Parks and 
Recreation Office. For both iPhones and An-
droids.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study, which will next meet Wednesday, 
Aug. 5, at 7 p.m. The current series is: “Seven 
Christian Rules Christians Should Break as Of-

ten as Possible.” There is also a Weekly Podcast 
during which Hardaway discusses biblical top-
ics. This week’s topic: Romans 8. To access the 
podcasts, go to clchebron.org and click on “Our 
Pastor,” or access via the CLC Facebook Page 

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration 
for summer camp (ages 5-12) is open. Camp 
is held weekly, and runs through the week of 
Aug. 10-14. For more information, call director 
Jennifer Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application 
forms are at www.clecchebron.org.

Resident Earns MBA… Sydney Kathy 
Weimer of Amston earned her Master of 
Business Administration (MBA) degree 
from the Quinnipiac University School 
of Business on May 10. Congratulations, 
Sydney!
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

RE7-17-26

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring 
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless 
noted, by calling the center.

Blood Pressure Clinic with Chatham 
Health: Monday, July 27, 11:30 a.m. Public 
Health Nurse Vicki Han, RN, from Chatham 
Health, will offer free blood pressure screenings 
and educating you on how to monitor it at home 
and how to reduce your risks for heart attacks 
and strokes. No registration required.

Educational Presentation with Chatham 
Health – Gut Health: Monday, July 27, 12:15 
p.m. Join Chatham Health’s Stephanie Reyes for 
an informative presentation on gut health and 
receive a diabetic friendly recipe. This is a free 
presentation. 

Weekly Shopping Trips: Trips are now 
Thursdays at 8:15 a.m. Pre-registration is re-
quired by noon the day before. Call 860-228-
1700 to register. Schedule: July 23, Big Y; July 
30, Walmart. 

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 

programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Enhance 
Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta 
(cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 
p.m. (pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga, 
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.; 
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15 
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s Chicken Barbecue
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a 

community dinner on Saturday, July 18, from 
4 p.m. until sold out. The church is located at 
30 Church St.

The menu will include half of a barbecue 
chicken, corn on the cob, pasta salad, coleslaw 
and your choice of desserts. The cost is $18.

This is a takeout-only dinner, with no pre-
orders or reservations. Servers will come to 

your car, take your order and payment, and 
bring your meal(s) back to your back seat or 
trunk. There is no need to get out of your car.

 A portion of each meal sold will go to-
wards supporting Marlborough Food Bank. 
For more details, please contact the church 
at 860-228-3244 or visit our website at www.
StPetersHebron.com.  St. Peter’s is located at 
30 Church St. (Rt. 85) in Hebron.

Residents in 
Pan-Mass Challenge

Three local residents will be among more 
than 6,000 cyclists taking part in the Pan-Mass 
Challenge (PMC) Aug. 1-2 to raise money for 
cancer research and patient care at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. 

Hebron residents Sara Tarca and Liam Bane, 
and Amston resident Daniel Foley, are all par-
ticipating in the two-day bike-a-thon across 
Massachusetts.

For the 20th consecutive year, 100 percent 
of every rider-raised dollar at the PMC will go 
directly to Dana-Farber, one of the nation’s top 
three hospitals for cancer research and care. For 
more information, visit www.pmc.org.
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Not Happy With Bank 
CD Rates? 

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ®      
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth 
203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today! 

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Earn 6.15% 
Interest With Us.
We partner with a company that is 
offering a fixed annuity that pays you 
5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either 
3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more. 
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance, 
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance. 
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender 
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity 
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the 
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term. 
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10% 
federal tax penalty.

Call us today 
to learn more
203-278-7727

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
95 Glastonbury Blvd, Suite 205, Glastonbury, CT 06033

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com

R
E7

-1
7-

26

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

For Four generations, Our Family has been proudly helping your Family with all of your
real estate needs. As a Family-owned and operated business since 1994, we are committed to 
providing trusted service, industry experience, and personalized care every step of the way.

Whether you’re buying your first home, selling your current one, or 
investing in real estate, our Family is here to guide you through the 

process with honesty, dedication, and attention to your unique needs.

Contact us today for a FREE Market Analysis and discover
the difference a Family tradition of service can make.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational 
Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and 
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. 

Baptism Class: After service Sunday, July 12, 
from 11:30 a.m.-noon. 

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: July 17.

Annual Church Picnic: Sunday, July 19, 
noon-3 p.m., at Blish Park in Marlborough. All 
are invited. 

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 

Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. Training sessions 
still meeting at the church on Saturdays from 
8–9 a.m.

Hebron Summer Concert Series
The Town Center Project (TTCP) announc-

es the return of the Hebron Summer Concert 
Series. Concerts will take place Friday nights 
through August, on the side lawn of 17 Main 
St., Century 21. Picnics welcome.

The remaining lineup is: July 24: The Bart 
Bryant Band – he’s performed original music 
on this stage and at Hebron Maple Fest in the 
past; July 31: Bonnie Jacobson and Friends – 

local, veteran musician who performs regu-
larly with acoustic originals; Aug. 14: One Part 
Harmony – a local duo playing folk, country 
and rock music.

Follow on Facebook at facebook.com/
towncenterprojectinc for current updates, or 
at www.thetowncenterproject.org for more 
information on TTCP.

Residents Graduate
The following local students recently received 

degrees from Quinnipiac University: 
Amston: Christina Leshak, who received a 

Bachelor of Science degree in health science/
DPT; Calvin Pancavage, who received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in software engineering; Syd-
ney Weimer, who received a Master of Business 
Administration degree in management science.

Hebron: Olivia Chomick, who received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in nursing; Ethan 
Munroe, who received a Master of Science de-
gree in applied AI and business analytics; Mi-
chael Poncini, who received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in applied business.
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45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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Bastiani Blueberry Farm
211 East St., Hebron • 860-228-3868

Open Mon.-Fri. 8-6;
Sat. 9-4; Sun. 9-2

PICK YOUR OWN BLUEBERRIES
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Now
Picking!

$4.85/lb CASH
$5.00/lb CHARGE

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 8/15/26 07
02
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Hebron Cyclists Bike to Fight Cancer

The Pan-Mass Challenge dares riders to bike up to nearly 200 miles over two days 
to help raise funds for the fight against cancer. Hebron residents Sara Tarca, left, and 
Dan Foley, right, are glad to put their pedals to the asphalt and have been training in 
the months leading up to the ride.

By Toriana Williams
Thousands of cyclists will gather in Massa-

chusetts on Aug. 1 and 2 to participate in the 
Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC). Of them, three lo-
cal riders will be representing the Hebron com-
munity while helping raise money for one of the 
world’s leading cancer research centers.

Hebron residents Sara Tarca and Liam Bane 
and Amston resident Dan Foley are all partici-
pating in this year’s ride, which will make the 
annual event especially meaningful for any local 
residents who want to cheer on their neighbors 
and support the fight against cancer.

The Pan-Mass Challenge is the largest single 
athletic fundraiser for charity in the world. This 
year, more than 6,000 cyclists and 4,000 vol-
unteers are expected to take part while raising 
money for cancer research and patient care at 
the Dana-Farber Cancer institute.

The organization hopes to raise $79 million 
this year. For the past 20 years, 100% of every 
dollar raised by riders will go directly to Dana-
Farber.

Tarca shared with the Rivereast that this year’s 
ride marks an important milestone for her. 

“This is my third year,” she said. “I’m calling 
this the ‘hooray ride’ because it’s number three.”

While the event itself lasts just two days, pre-
paring for it takes months of hard work and 
grueling exercise. Riders spend countless hours 
training, building endurance and raising thou-
sands of dollars before they can even approach 
the starting line.

“You start small. It’s really not about speed,” 
Tarca explained. “Again, it’s not a race. It’s a ride. 
You’re just trying to build up your endurance of 
being on that bike for one hour, two hours, three 
hours.” 

By the middle of summer, Tarca’s training 
rides stretch to 70 miles or more.

“It eats up a day on the weekend,” she said. 
“You’re out there for four or five hours. Nutri-
tion and hydration become just as important as 
riding.”

Tarca said she originally signed up to see if 
she could complete the challenging course af-
ter watching riders pass through Cape Cod year 
after year. Once she experienced the event first-
hand, her perspective changed completely.

“It becomes so much more impactful when you 
do it,” she said. “You see the kids along the way 
and people thanking you for riding a bike. You 
just feel like it’s not the same as fighting cancer.”

Cancer has touched many people in her own 
life, which has made the cause deeply personal.

“We’ve had a lot of cancer in our family,” said 
Tarca. “There are good friends of mine that lit-
erally would not be here today if it weren’t for 
cancer research and treatment.”

She hopes every mile she rides helps move 
researchers closer to finding better treatments. 

“I’m biking because I can,” she said. “I’m hop-
ing that someday we don’t have a world where 
people lose people to cancer.”

Tarca also praised the support she has already 
received from people throughout Hebron and 
neighboring towns.

“This community is always really supportive. 
Last year I had donations from people I’d never 
even met,” she said. “They simply wanted to 
help because cancer had touched their lives too.”

* * *
Foley has an even longer history with the 

PMC. This summer marks his eighth ride, in-
cluding seven consecutive years.

“I’m from Massachusetts, and PMC is a really 
well-known event throughout the state,” said 
Foley. “It’s a super challenging physical event, 
but cancer has hit everybody’s life, and my life 
is no exception.”

Foley brings a unique perspective to the event 
because his professional career has been devot-
ed to cancer research. He has a PHD in epide-
miology and has worked in cancer research and 
biotechnology for much of his career.

“I’m a scientist by training,” he said. “I’ve been 
involved in cancer research for about half of my 
career.” That experience has helped to show him 
exactly how important fundraising efforts like 
the PMC can be.

“I distinctly remember working in a research 
lab and not having enough money in our account 
because our funding was gone,” Foley said. “When 
you can’t continue research because you’ve run 
out of money, that has real-life impacts.”

For Foley, the money raised through the PMC 
is particularly meaningful because members of 
his own family work at Dana-Farber.

“My sister-in-law is a nurse at Dana-Farber,” 
he said. “The money that my brother and I gen-
erate goes directly to her floor. We actually get 
to see where the money goes.”

Each year, he, and his brother who also par-
ticipates, raise between $15,000 and $25,000 
combined. “We see the direct impact for every 
dollar that we raise,” Foley said.

Training for the event has become almost a 
full-time commitment, shared Foley. “Right 
now I’m riding about 125 miles a week,” he said. 
“From January until the ride, my goal is to ride 

1,600 miles.”
His schedule includes riding four days a week 

while also spending five mornings a week in the 
gym. Despite all the physical preparation, Fol-
ey said the hardest part of the ride is more the 
emotional side rather than athletic.

“As you’re coming into one of the water stops, 
they have large posters of children with cancer,” 
he said. “Some survived and some did not.”

The display reminds every rider why they 
are pushing through the pain. “You think, ‘This 
is hard,’” Foley said. “But it’s nowhere close to 
what those kids go through or what their par-
ents go through.”

Along the route, survivors often stand beside 
the road holding signs thanking participants. 
“You’ll see posters that say, ‘I’m here because of 

PMC,’” Foley said. “That’s what keeps you go-
ing.”

* * *
Tarca said she hopes local residents will recog-

nize that every donation, no matter the amount, 
will help move cancer research forward. 

“We would just appreciate the support,” she 
said. “We love to do it, but there’s a reason for it.”

Residents who wish to support Tarca, Foley 
or Bane can visit the Pan-Mass Challenge web-
site and search for each rider by name to make a 
donation before and after the ride.

Residents can also visit these the riders’ 
websites directly: Tarca’s is at profile.pmc.org/
ST0209, Foley’s is at profile.pmc.org/DF0266, 
and Bane’s is at profile.pmc.org/LB0492.

Community Interfaith Discussion Panel
Colebrook Village at Hebron invites resi-

dents, families, and members of the community 
to an Interfaith Discussion Panel on Thursday, 
July 23, at 2 p.m., at Colebrook, 55 John E. Hor-
ton Blvd.

This free event offers an opportunity to learn 
about and gain a greater understanding of three 
faith traditions through an open and respect-
ful discussion featuring representatives from 
Christianity, Islam, and Jainism. Panelists will 
share insights into their beliefs, traditions, and 
values while encouraging thoughtful conversa-
tion and mutual understanding among attend-
ees.

The event is free and open to the public, and 
all are welcome to attend.

Colebrook Village at Hebron is partnering 
with the Connecticut Council for Inter-reli-
gious Understanding (CCIU) and extends its 
appreciation to the organization for facilitating 
this event.

“We are honored to provide opportunities 
that bring people together through learning, 

respect, and meaningful conversation,” said 
Kathleen Freed, Sales and Marketing Director 
at Colebrook Village at Hebron. “We hope our 
residents and neighbors will join us for this en-
riching afternoon.”

For more information, contact Colebrook 
Village at Hebron at 860-801-1114 or visit www.
colebrookvillage.com.

Dean’s List
Cooper Halotek of Amston made the spring 

2026 Dean’s List at the University of Tampa in 
Tampa, Fla.

Halotek is a member of the Class of 2027, ma-
joring in accounting.

Dean’s List
Conner Rabbitt of Amston made the Dean’s 

List at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine, for the 
winter semester ending in May.

Rabbitt is still considering a major at Bates.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Personal Property Tax Bills to Be Mailed
The town’s acting revenue collector reminds 

taxpayers personal property bills were mailed 
July 15, are due Aug. 1, and may be paid with-
out penalty by Sept. 1. The bills are for taxes 
levied on the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2025. 

Personal property bills shall be due in a 
single installment on Aug. 1. The personal 
property bills will be based on the mill rate of 
36.96, as approved by the Board of Finance on 
June 23. 

This August collection for personal prop-
erty bills is not to be confused with the real 
estate (first installment) and motor vehicle tax 
bills that were due July 1 and delinquent after 
Aug. 3. 

If you feel you should have received a bill 
and have not received it by July 22, contact the 
acting revenue collector’s office at 860-228-
5971 to obtain a copy.  State statutes dictate 
that failure to receive a bill does not invalidate 
the amount due or when it will be considered 
delinquent.

Personal property tax bills may be paid 
through Sept. 1 without penalty.  Payments 
received/postmarked Sept. 2 or later will be 

subject to interest retroactively to the Aug. 
1 due date in accordance with Connecticut 
General Statutes.  Initial interest starting Sept. 
2 is 3% of the principle due, with a minimum 
of $2 per tax account.  

Checks are made payable to: Town of He-
bron.  Payments may be mailed to our lockbox 
collection service: Town of Hebron CT Tax, 
P.O. Box 843137, Boston, MA 02284-3137.  
A drop-off box is located on the lower level, 
south side of the Hebron Town Hall building 
(15 Gilead St, Hebron) for payments. See www.
hebronct.com for online payment options and 
instructions and note that credit/debit card 
and e-check transactions must be made online 
and cannot be processed at Town Hall. Town 
Hall payments can only be accepted as cash, 
check, bank check or money order.   

The collector’s office is located in the lower 
level of the Town Hall at 15 Gilead St. Hours 
are Monday to Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Friday 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Additionally, the tax and assessor’s of-
fices are closed for lunch Monday through 
Thursday from 12:30-1:15 p.m.

Good Shepherd Parish News

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
weekly events and more information, call the 
library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.
org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1 
p.m. On July 17, The Crossing (not rated) will be 
shown, and on July 24, Glory (rated R) will be 
shown. Free popcorn and water will be served.

Hartford Circus Fire: Wednesday, July 22, 
6:30 p.m. In 1944, one of the worst fire disasters 
in American history occurred in Hartford. In 
this presentation by the Connecticut Museum 
of Culture and History, photos and artifacts 
from the museum’s collection will help tell the 
stories of that day.  

Summer Reading: Each time you check out 
an item you will receive a ticket to enter the raffle.

Children’s Programs: Summer Reading: 
Stop in and pick up your summer reading 
sheets to track your reading and receive tickets 
towards a prize.  

Kid’s Craft: Monday, July 20, 1-2 p.m. Get 
creative using foam sheets, stickers and other 
items.  

Doll Tea Party: Tuesday, July 21, 4-5 p.m. 
Come with your favorite doll to enjoy tea and 
snacks. Please register. 

Family Movie: Thursday, July 23, 1 p.m. Moa-
na 2 (2024; rated PG) will be shown.

Amazing Owl Program: Thursday, July 23, 
6 p.m. Meet DPNC’s ambassador owls and dis-
cover the adaptations that help native owl spe-
cies thrive as nighttime hunters. Get hands-on 
with real owl artifacts then create your own 
owl craft to take home. Registration required.  

The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday 
Mass at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and 
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays 
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone 
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both 
groups are on hiatus for the summer months. 
Rehearsals will resume in mid-September.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Aug. 9. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next 
day. The next due date is July 28. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Flowers for Statue of Blessed Mother: Dur-
ing the summer months, parishioners are in-
vited to donate fresh-cut flowers from their gar-
dens or a store to place at CHF’s statue of Mary. 

Email parishhands@goodshepherdct.org for 
details if you wish to donate.

Faith Formation: Teachers are needed for the 
2026-27 faith formation classes. Classes meet 
on Sunday mornings at CHF. Call Nina Rome-
ro-Caron at 860-228-3727 ext. 108 or email her 
at parishdre@goodshepherdct.org to sign up or 
for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community 
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s 
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working 
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, 
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. 
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment 
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side 
garage door). Donations can also be brought to 
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in 
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through 
September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by 
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs: 
All types of household cleaning products (criti-
cal need); TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry 
pods & dryer sheets; new combs & hair brush-
es; toiletries; men’s crew neck T-shirts & boxer 
briefs (M,L,XL,2XL) & women’s briefs (sizes 
6-10); lightweight twin blankets; and 8x10 tarps 
(green or brown, no blue) for the Outreach Pro-
gram. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the CHF Cry Room or the 
designated bin in the STC entryway. Contact 
Monica (860-228-4211) for more information.

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services 
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the 
parish hall. Rite 2 will be celebrated through 
July, and Rite 1 in August. The service is 
streamed live on Facebook; visit www.stpeter-
shebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via 
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 

also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden 
Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s 
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday 
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St. 
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  All 
are welcome.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship – Summer Hours Now in Effect: 
Sunday worship is at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. 

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 7/18: Wise Warrior Yoga, 9:30 
a.m., Garden, weather dependent; Saturday, 
7/18: Dan Mixter Celebration of Life and Re-
ception at 11 a.m., Gilead Church’s Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall; Monday, 7/20: Bible Study 
via Zoom, 9:30 a.m.; Tuesday, 7/21: AA Meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 
7/22: Wise Warrior Yoga, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 
Hall or Garden, weather dependent; Wednes-
day, 7/22: Book Group, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship 
Hall; Wednesday, 7/22: Potluck and Prayer 
Gathering, 6 p.m., Patio.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Summer Potluck and Prayer Gather-
ings: All are invited for two special evenings of 
food, fellowship, and prayer this summer. Just 
bring a sweet or savory cookout dish to share. 
The first gathering is Wednesday, July 22, at 6 
p.m.

Outdoor Garden Summer Worship: This 
summer, the church will offer one more op-
portunity to worship outdoors in the church’s 
garden space. Outdoor worship will be Sunday, 
Aug. 23, at 9:30 a.m. Remember to dress for the 
weather and bring your water and lawn chair. 
Note: in case of inclement weather, worship will 
move indoors to the sanctuary.

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION
Notice is hereby given that on July 9, 2026, the Duly Autho-
rized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission made 
the following decision:
W2026-3145 - 61 Bull Hill Rd; Mervin Laparre - Applicant/ 
Owner; Assessor’s ID 06-16-008-005, Proposed 50’ x 80’ 
garage within 75’ Upland Review Area. - APPROVED WITH 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 
Dated July 9, 2026
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB 7/17

Email your Classified Line Ad to 
admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY

 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury  
 Citizen;30¢ for each additional word.
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News  
 Bulletin;30¢ for each additional word.
 $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ for each additional  
 word for insertion in both the Citizen and the Bulletin.
 $35.00 per week combination rate;30¢ for each additional 
word for insertion in the Citizen, Bulletin and The Rare Reminder.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin 
and The Rare Reminder
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“I don’t know why, but 
I’ve always enjoyed the 

idea of summer and sun, 
and all things hot!”

—Olaf

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook
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*See store for details.

80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Call Belltown and we’ll 
get you in fast for a 

diagnosis and we’ll get 
that cool air flowing for 

these hot days!

AC Charge
Special!$185

Refrigerant extra

Don’t Wait!Call or stop in today!

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT 
Make sure your Car’s AC 

is working properly!

Taxes Due
Taxes for real estate, personal property and 

motor vehicles levied on the Oct. 1, 2025 Grand 
List were due and payable July 1, and the final 
day to pay without penalty is Monday, Aug. 3. 
Real estate and personal property taxes totaling 
more than $100, as well as motor vehicle taxes 
totaling more than $500, may be paid in two 
equal installments.

Property owners are responsible for ensuring 
that all taxes are paid when due. Failure to re-
ceive a tax bill does not relieve the taxpayer of 
the responsibility to pay taxes owed, including 
any applicable interest charges for delinquent 
payments. If you did not receive your tax bill, 
please contact the Collector of Revenue at tax-
collector@easthamptonct.gov.

Late payments accrue interest at a rate of 

1.5% per month (18% annually) with a $2 mini-
mum interest charge, as required by state law. 
Payments legibly postmarked by the USPS on or 
before Aug. 3 are considered on time regardless 
of when they are received by the tax office.

Checks should be made payable to Town of 
East Hampton. Payments may be mailed to: 
Collector of Revenue, 1 Community Drive, East 
Hampton, CT 06424. Payments may also be 
made online at www.easthamptonct.gov. Credit 
card payments are subject to a 3.25% conve-
nience fee. There is no fee for ACH/EFT pay-
ments.

Hours of collection: Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday: 8 a.m.-6:30 
p.m.; Friday: 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Middlesex County Distinguished Citizen Award
The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-

merce has announced that the chamber is now 
accepting nominations for the 2026 Distin-
guished Citizen Award – and East Hampton 
residents are eligible.

The Distinguished Citizen Award honors in-
dividuals whose contributions extend beyond 
the normal responsibilities of their profession 
or employment. Special consideration is given 
to volunteerism, civic engagement, charitable 
work, mentorship, leadership, and other mean-
ingful acts of service that have benefited the 
community.

To be eligible for nomination, candidates 
must: Be at least 21 years of age; Live or work 
in one of 14 Middlesex County communities – 
including East Hampton; be widely recognized 
as, the Chamber said, “having unselfishly given 
their time and talent to produce a lasting benefit 

to the area”; demonstrate community service 
and contributions that go beyond the normal 
duties of their profession or employment; and 
not have previously received the Distinguished 
Citizen Award.

The recipient(s) of the 2026 Distinguished 
Citizen Award will be honored at the Middle-
sex County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual 
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 23, from 
5-8 p.m., at The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Sta-
tion in Haddam.

Nominations must be submitted in writ-
ing no later than Monday, July 27. The Distin-
guished Citizen Award Committee will review 
all nominations and select this year’s recipient.

To submit a nomination or learn more, visit 
www.middlesexchamber.com/awards-and-
scholarships.

East Hampton Budgets Fail Again
By Anne Lilburn

Once again, East Hampton voters rejected 
both the town’s general town budget and its ed-
ucation budget at a townwide referendum held 
on Tuesday.

For the $19,699,909 general government bud-
get, 1,194 residents voted ‘yes,’ while 1,496 voted 
‘no,’ according to the town’s still-unofficial vote 
tally. On the education side, 1,585 voted no and 
1,109 voted yes for the $39,900,937 budget. The 
turnout was 29%, according to Registrar of Vot-
ers Rosemarie Hecht.

The overall proposed budget increase over 
last year was 1.78%, an increase that Democrats 
have said is small considering that it comes at 
a time when the 12-month inflation rate in the 
country is 3.5%. Also pushing the budgets high-
er were increased costs for employee benefits, 
particularly health insurance premiums, which 
have risen sharply in the past year and have af-
fected municipalities both state-wide and at the 
national level. 

The budget votes also took place at a time 
when many residents are still reeling from East 
Hampton’s recent property revaluation, which 
left many voters with higher property assess-
ments and larger tax bills as a result. Particularly 

hard hit in the revaluation process were smaller 
homes, a portion of which may be occupied by 
seniors on fixed incomes.

This is the second time voters have taken to 
the polls to weigh in on the 2026-27 budget, and 
the second time voters have rejected the pro-
posed budgets. This second iteration came in 
$600,000 lower on the town side and $250,000 
lower on the education side, as compared to the 
initially proposed budget.

Town Manager Dave Cox said the next bud-
get revision would involve taking a hard look at 
the budget and considering what could be cut. 
He said the next steps would almost definitely 
involve positions and services being cut.

“With the failure of both budgets again, I 
think the town and the Board of Education need 
to just continue to find ways to reduce costs, un-
fortunately,” he said. “I think that, by and large, 
that means reductions in certain services, or 
availability of services, and I think that’s what 
we’re going to end up having to do.” 

“I don’t know whether that’s really what the 
community wants,” he added, “but certainly 
when the majority of people are coming out and 
saying it’s still too high, I don’t know many op-

tions that we have.” 
He added that the town’s budget was already 

fairly lean, noting that, after the recent decision 
to use existing revenues to offset capital ex-
penses, the town’s general government portion 
of the budget was “actually a reduction” from 
the 2025-26 fiscal year. He said he had had talks 
with Superintendent of Schools Timothy Van 
Tasel about trying to consolidate administrative 
positions when possible, but he acknowledged 
that the Board of Education was likely facing 
the loss of some programs and possibly the loss 
of teaching positions in its next upcoming revi-
sion.

As for the hypothetical “flat budget,” with 
a 0% increase from last year, that some have 
pushed for, Cox said it wasn’t impossible, but it 
would not come free.

“It’s theoretically possible,” he said, “but the 
question is, what are we willing to go without in 
that scenario?”

He also noted that inflation and rising costs 
for things like electricity would likely put more 
and more pressure on future budgets as well.

“Just as we would have to do at home, if we 
were going to spend exactly the same next year 
as we spent at our homes this year, [we would 
have to ask] what are we going to go without, 
because [prices] over which we have no control 
will go up,” he said.

Cox noted that the property revaluation had 
made things hard for those working on the bud-
get this year. Even with a so-called “flat budget,” 
he said, some homeowners would see tax in-
creases. He noted that his own property taxes 
had gone up this year.

Still, he worried about the loss of services to 
the town – particularly services often consid-
ered essential. 

“The common mantra is that there’s waste in 
government,” Cox said, “and I personally don’t 
see that in East Hampton, but people are wel-
come to dive into it and come and learn.” 

He encouraged residents to stay involved and 
complimented Van Tasel on the work he has 
done to try to communicate with community 
members about the education budget.

Sizzlin’ Seniors… The Tuesday Morning Senior Golf League held its 2026 Summer 
Sizzler Senior Scramble Golf Tournament golfers on June 30.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

HEALTHCARE SERVICES

INDIRECT DENTAL FILLINGS
   Indirect fillings are used to repair teeth that don’t have enough structure to 
support a traditional filling but aren’t damaged enough to require a crown. Unlike 
traditional fillings, indirect fillings are created in a dental laboratory and require 
two visits to install. During the first visit, the decay or old filling is removed  and 
an impression is taken of the tooth being repaired. A temporary filling is placed  
to protect the tooth in the meantime. At the second visit, the temporary filling 
is removed  and the indirect filling is permanently affixed. There are two types 
of indirect fillings: inlays are used to restore the chewing surface, while onlays 
restore additional surfaces and are sometimes called partial crowns. 
 Want to improve your smile? Your dentist has many ways to enhance your 
appearance and give you good reason to smile. Sometimes an indirect filling may 
be the answer; sometimes all your smile will need is tooth whitening. Let us help 
you choose the best method for your particular circumstances. We will carefully 
look into your current oral health conditions and discuss what you would like to 
change and the best treatment options.  We have office hours by appointment. 
 P.S. Indirect fillings are more durable than traditional fillings and can last up to 
30 years.

Newspaper: 

Middletown Press
Client:

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC

Leslie Friedlander    lfriedlander@CTcentral.com   cell: 860-944-9222

Advertising - Here is the modular layout for Dr. George Mantikas:

4.89” wide x 4” deep=
1/10 page 

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

www.DrMantikas.com

A Practice For

Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge • 142 East High Street • East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-6666 • www.DrMantikas.com RE7-17-26 

East Hampton Man Dies
in Jet Skiing Accident

Preston Davis Roane

By Anne Lilburn
A lifelong East Hampton resident lost his life 

in a jet ski accident on the Connecticut River 
in Lyme last weekend. Preston Davis Roane, 39, 
was operating a jet ski near Selden Neck State 
Park on the afternoon of Friday, July 10, when 
he hit a wake and was ejected from the water-
craft, according to the state Department of En-
ergy and Environmental Protection (DEEP).

According to DEEP, a boater flagged down 
Environmental Conservation (EnCon) Police 
officers to alert them to the emergency around 
2 p.m. Roane was pulled from the water and 
transported to the hospital, but later died from 
his injuries.

In his obituary, his family remembered Roane 
as someone who took pride in both work and 
play. After graduating from East Hampton High 
School, Roane had worked his way up to a fore-
man position at R&R Broadband in Moodus, 
and had married “the love of his life,” Amber 
Dawn Post, in 2022. 

“They enjoyed their time together in their 
home making TikToks, pulling pranks on each 
other and just spending quality time watching 
sunsets on their lake,” the obituary read. “Pres-
ton loved all types of outdoor sports, especially 
quad riding and jet skiing. He also loved a good 
bonfire and epic fireworks.   His dogs were 
pampered pets, and he would often take them 

swimming in the lake.   His late dog Zeus was 
a favorite beloved pet to him. Preston will be 
remembered as a man who lived life to the full-
est, loved his family and his work fiercely, and 
will always be remembered with love by all who 
knew him.”

Roane will be remembered at a funeral and 
memorial service on Sunday, July 26 at the Au-
rora-McCarthy Funeral Home in Colchester. 

Roane’s obituary appears this week on page 32.

Fundraiser Sunday for Motorcycle Challenge
On Aug. 2, East Hampton resident Mark Ni-

osi will embark on the 2026 Hoka Hey Motor-
cycle Challenge, which spans more than 11,000 
miles under 11 days on backroads across North 
America. This Sunday, there will be a commu-
nity event supporting the upcoming ride.

In the motorcycle challenge, riders follow a 
predetermined route revealed in stages at the 
start and at designated checkpoints. No GPS is 
allowed – only turn-by-turn paper directions.  
Sleeping must be done beside the motorcycle in 
all weather conditions; no hotels allowed. 

Niosi will be one of 100 riders, and is dedi-
cating his journey to supporting children and 

families affected by Duchenne Muscular Dys-
trophy (DMD) through Mile Monsters Inc., a 
nonprofit focused on creating memories and 
providing assistance for kids facing life’s tough-
est challenges.

Everyone is invited to stop by, learn more 
about the journey, sign the bike, and help fuel 
the miles at a community event hosted by 9 
Lives Barbershop, 82 Main St. in East Hamp-
ton, on Sunday, July 19, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
event will feature live music, food, raffles, ven-
dors, and family fun.

Visit www.MarkyMarkHokaHey2026.com to 
make a donation online.

Attention East Hampton Residents
Residents who currently reside in the Middle 

Haddam or Cobalt areas of East Hampton are 
reminded to ensure that both their P.O. Box 
number and street address are listed on all mo-
tor vehicle registrations. This information can 
be updated by visiting the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles website at https://dmv.
service.ct.gov.

Additionally, please update your mailing ad-
dress information with the town for all real es-
tate and personal property accounts to include 
both your street address and PO Box number.

The East Hampton Post Office will no longer 

deliver tax bills that list only a street address 
without the corresponding P.O. Box number. 
To ensure timely delivery of your tax bills and 
other important correspondence, please verify 
that your mailing information is accurate and 
complete.

If you did not receive your tax bill, please 
contact the tax collector’s office by email at tax-
collector@easthamptonct.gov to request a du-
plicate copy. You may also view and pay your 
bill online by visiting www.easthamptonct.gov 
and selecting “Pay My Bill.”

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Art for July: Historic photos and 
memorabilia from Middle Haddam’s past, along 
with nautical artwork and maritime related 
items of interest, are featured in a special ex-
hibit.

Open Mic Night: Friday, July 17, 6-8 p.m. 
This event might be held outdoors on the lawn, 
weather permitting, so plan to bring your lawn 
chairs. Come and share your talent or just listen 
and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign up 
at 860-267-9093.

An Afternoon of Blues, Jazz and Poetry: 

All are invited to a performance with musicians 
Lynn Tracey and Hannah Ardenski on Sunday, 
July 19, at 5 p.m. Original poetry selections will 
be provided by Sympetalous – a.k.a. Stan Lindh. 

Painted Ships on Painted Oceans: Saturday, 
July 25, 6 p.m. All are invited as William Faber 
will speak on the stories of maritime history and 
art, and offer helpful tips on affordably build-
ing your own art collection. Refreshments will 
be served.

Save the Date: All are invited to the library’s 
celebration of the nation’s 250th year on Sunday, 
Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living History 
Collective, will offer a variety of maritime-relat-
ed demonstrations, talks and exhibits. Refresh-
ments will be served on the library’s new porch.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays at 
7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, email 
tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-0246.

Early Bird Tickets for 
Haddam Neck Fair

Early Bird tickets for the 2026 Haddam Neck 
Fair are on sale all this month.

Celebrating its 114th year, the Haddam Neck 
Fair will return Sept. 4–7. For a limited time, 
Early Bird tickets will be available at a discount-
ed rate, giving attendees the opportunity to ex-
perience everything the fair has to offer while 
saving money and avoiding lines at the gate.

The four-day fair features classic fair foods, 
agricultural exhibits, live entertainment, com-
petitions, family-friendly activities, and more. 

Early Bird tickets will be available until July 
31, and can be purchased at bit.ly/HNFTick-
ets26.

For more information about the Haddam 
Neck Fair, including event details and updates, 
visit www.haddamneckfair.com.

Light Up the Lake 
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug invites boat 

owners to decorate their boats with lights and 
gather for the annual Light Up the Lake on Sat-
urday, Aug. 8, at 8:30 p.m., in the waters in front 
of CVS/bow & arrow sign. 

Then slowly cruise around the lake, when you 
hear the four blasts of an air horn, passing by 
Sears Park first, and continue cruising around 
the lake past many lake and beach associations 
and bays. Boaters are asked to cruise at no-wake 
speed. 

This is not an organized boat parade. You do 
not need to fill out an entry form; just feel free to 
join in. Participate at your own risk. The Friends 
group said it cannot guarantee that boats will go 
around the whole lake or pass by at any particu-
lar time. Sears Park will be open past dusk for 
people to park and watch the boats going by. 

Property owners, businesses, and lake asso-
ciations are encouraged to put lights up too!

For more information, call Cap Egan at 860-
395-7844.

Middle Haddam Past
Historic photos and memorabilia from Mid-

dle Haddam’s past, along with nautical artwork 
and maritime related items of interest, are fea-
tured in a special exhibit at Middle Haddam 
Public Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam, 
through the month of July. 

All are invited to stop by during regular li-
brary hours on Monday and Thursday from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. and Tuesday and Friday from 3-6 
p.m. to view the display. 

Police News
7/8: Nathaniel Trombley, 22, of Marlborough, 

was issued a summons for operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspended license and operating 
an unregistered motor vehicle, East Hampton 
Police said.

7/11: William Potter, 18, of East Hampton, 
was arrested and charged with traveling unrea-
sonably fast and driving under the influence, 
police said.

From June 29-July 12, officers responded to 
42 medical calls, 10 motor vehicle crashes and 
18 alarms, and made 31 traffic stops, police said.

Yarners at Senior Center
For the summer, the East Hampton Yarners 

knitting club from East Hampton Congrega-
tional Church will meeting at East Hampton 
Senior Center, 105 Main St., on Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. 

Scholarship Awarded… Abagail Kier-
nan, a 2026 graduate of East Hampton 
High School, was awarded a scholarship 
from the East Hampton Ambulance As-
sociation. Kiernan will attend Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, this fall and 
she will be pursuing a career in nursing. 
The East Hampton Ambulance Associa-
tion Scholarship is made possible because 
of donations from supporters.
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Saturday, Sept. 19th • 1:00pm to ........
$30 per person

Grandview Camp Resort & Cottages
89 North Moodus Rd.

Moodus, CT
RSVP by August 1st

55th Year Class Reunion
of 1971

East Hampton 
High School

Please call Eileen Oliva at 
860-989-0038 or email 

eoliva25@yahoo.com for more details.
RE7-17-26

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
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$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients

R
E3

-1
-2

4

All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Teen Dies in
Paddleboarding Accident

East Hampton teen Cassandra “Cassie” 
Munson died in a paddleboarding ac-
cident Sunday in Eastford. Photo via 
GoFundMe.

By Anne Lilburn
Cassandra “Cassie” Munson, 15, of East 

Hampton, lost her life in a paddleboarding ac-
cident Sunday, July 12, at Crystal Pond in East-
ford.

The state’s Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEEP) said that witness-
es reported Munson had a medical emergency 
before she fell into the water. She was pulled 
from the water by a good Samaritan, who went 
into the pond to assist. DEEP’s EnCon police 
said they responded to a report of a person 
missing from a paddleboard at 12:15 p.m. Af-
ter receiving treatment on shore, Munson was 
transported to Day Kimball Hospital, where she 
was pronounced dead.

Munson had been spending time with fam-
ily and friends at the pond, according to a state-
ment from East Hampton Superintendent of 
Schools Timothy Van Tasel. Munson had been a 
student at East Hampton High School.

 “On behalf of the district,” Van Tasel wrote, 
“we offer our deepest condolences and extend 
our prayers to Cassie’s family, as well as, the 
many people whose lives were touched by her 
friendly and uplifting presence.”

Online, Munson’s family launched a GoFund-
Me page to support the family and cover funeral 
expenses. Munson’s aunt, Lisa Richards, posted 
Monday on behalf of the family.

“Yesterday, our family experienced the abso-
lute unimaginable. We lost our beautiful, sweet, 
vibrant and charismatic Cassandra at just 15 
years old. As anyone can understand, our hearts 
are completely shattered and our lives will never 
be the same,” Richards wrote.

She noted that Munson’s 11-year-old sister 
would be grieving her loss, calling her a “men-
tor” to her younger sibling. She thanked donors 
for their support, and said that the donations, 
in addition to helping with funeral expenses, 
would help support Munson’s mother as she 
took time off work to grieve and provide sup-
port for her younger daughter. 

“From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for 
your kindness, compassion, and generosity dur-
ing the most difficult time our family has faced,” 
she wrote. “We will forever cherish the memo-
ries of Cassandra’s life. She was deeply loved, she 

always loved deeply in return, and there will be 
a void in our hearts that will never heal.”

As of press time Wednesday, the GoFundMe 
had raised more than $51,000. To donate, go 
to www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-cassies-
funeral-and-her-grieving-family.

Van Tasel said that the district would be pro-
viding grief counseling services to students who 
needed it, and said that families could reach 
out to the high school if they believed their stu-
dent was in need. He urged family members to 
“closely monitor [students], provide them with 
opportunities to express and discuss their feel-
ings, and to reach out to the school district if we 
can be of assistance to you.”   

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registra-
tion is required for all programs unless noted; 
register at myactivecenter.com or by contacting 
the center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@
easthamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center for more information 
and a list of regular weekly and monthly activi-
ties, including games, quilting, the Trailblazers 
walking group, Bible study, tap dance, Linefit 
and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Simply Social Women Open House: Mon-
day, July 20, 10 a.m. Come see what this social 
group is all about, meet the members and help 
plan future activities and discussion topics.

Chatham Health Chat: Monday, July 20, 

11:30 a.m. Chatham Health will discuss “Gut 
Health.”

Blood Pressure Checks: Monday, July 20, 
12:30 p.m., with Chatham Health.

Masterpieces & Mocktails: Thursday, July 23, 
1 p.m. This program blends painting, socializ-
ing, and refreshing mocktails in a relaxed, cre-
ative setting. Follow along to create your own 
vibrant artwork while enjoying a “NoJito” – an 
alcohol-free twist on a classic favorite. No expe-
rience needed; materials provided.

Honoring the Journey: Thursday, July 23, 1 
p.m. This group helps participants to navigating 
grief and prioritize safety, validation, and the 
transition from pain to integrated memory. All 
are welcome.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, July 24, 10 
a.m. Ride at the Air Line Trail, 508 Church St., 
Amston. For riders age 55 and older. Bring your 
bike, helmet and water bottle. Call 860-267-
4426 for ride information and to register.

Trip: A Day at Harkness Park: Wednesday, 
July 22, departure at 11 a.m. Spend the day at 
this lovely state park in Waterford. Bring lunch, 
water, sunblock and a chair, stroll the grounds 
and gardens, take a swim. Donation of $4 for 
bus transportation suggested.

Recreation News
East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call 
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Art Explosion Camp: July 20-24, 9 a.m.-
noon, at Center School, for ages 5-10. Cost is 
$115.

Coastal Christmas in July: July 29, 6:30-8 
p.m., at Town Hall. Fee is $45.

Camp Wildwood at Lake Pocotopaug at 
Sears Park: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., for ages 
6-12. Cost is $225. 

Camp Scholarships: The Belltown Garden 
Club is offering three camp scholarships to en-
courage children to explore the outdoors, con-
nect with nature, and learn about gardening 
and the environment. Scholarships are avail-
able for one-week East Hampton Recreation 
programs, including Farm to Table, Nature Ex-

plorer Camp, Camp Wildwood, Beach & Water 
Play (pre-K) and Summer Camp at Sears Park. 
Families interested in applying for a scholarship 
for any of these week-long programs should 
contact the East Hampton Recreation Depart-
ment for application information and eligibility 
requirements.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The event 
will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a 
four-person scramble format. Lunch/dinner 
and two drink tickets are included for every 
golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for dinner 
($50). Sponsorship options available as well. 
A highlight of this year’s tournament will be a 
Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will have a 
chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There 
will also be a raffle contest and prizes. The tour-
nament benefits East Hampton Sears Park Play-
ground equipment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 

XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Cobalt Lodge Service: The monthly service 
will be help immediately after church on July 19. 
Anyone can join this ministry.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in 
good condition for our Tag Sale. Contact Dick 
Napolitano at rnap1137@gmail.com for addi-
tional information.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish 
members are need to donate money to cover the 
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the 
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can 
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you 
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Chicken Barbecue: The next drive-thru 
Chicken Barbecue will be held Saturday, Aug. 8, 
from noon to 5 p.m., at the Church field.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 

through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are always welcome. 

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Summer Events to Mark America 250
East Hampton will join communities across 

the country in commemorating America 250 
with a series of patriotic events celebrating the 
birth of the United States, local history, com-
munity spirit, and the traditions that bring resi-
dents together.

Events coming up in August are: 
Saturday, Aug. 8 – Lions Club Townwide 

Picnic from 5-8 p.m.: The East Hampton Lions 
Club will host a townwide picnic at Sears Park, 

welcoming residents and families for an evening 
of community celebration.

Saturday, Aug. 8 – Light Up the Lake at 8 
p.m.: Lake Pocotopaug will shine in red, white, 
and blue as residents are encouraged to “Light 
Up the Lake” in celebration of America 250.

Additional details, times, locations, and par-
ticipation information will be announced as 
event plans are finalized.

EHHS Class of ‘67
Reunion

Members of the East Hampton High 
School Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 
Bellringers will get together Saturday, Sept. 
12, from 2-5 p.m., at the Dublin. As usual, 
order off the menu and pay as you go. Call 
or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your spot.

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubliclibrary.
org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.; 
Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Adult Programs: Goodwill Hunting: Thrift-
ing 101: Wednesday, July 22, 6:30 p.m. All are 
invited to this introduction to the world of sec-
ondhand shopping and hidden treasures. Learn 
tips for finding unique items, spotting good 
deals, and shopping sustainably.

Teen Programs: STEMtastic: Battle Bots! 
Grades 6-8: Monday, July 20, 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
Work in teams of 2 to customize RC cars with 
shields and balloon-popping attachments. Reg-
istration required; check the website for time 
slots for grades 1-5. 

Teen Advisory Board: Tuesday, July 21, 6 
p.m. Help plan programs, improve the Teen 
Space, and make a real impact. For grades 8-12.  

Lunch Bunch Book Club: Grades 6-8: 
Wednesday, July 22, 1-2 p.m. Students entering 
grades 6-8 are invited. Bring your lunch and 
the book you’re currently reading. Chat about 
books, play games, do crafts, and eat lunch to-
gether. 

Trashion Show! Grades 6-12: Friday, July 24, 
2-4 p.m. Create a fashion look using recycled 
and upcycled materials, then show off your mas-
terpiece in a runway show.

Lunch Bunch – The Next Chapter (Fresh-
men Only!): Wednesday, July 29, 1-2 p.m. This is 
a freshmen-only version of the lunchtime book 
club. Bring your lunch and the book you are cur-
rently reading.

STEMtastic: Battle Bots! Grades 6-8: Mon-
day, July 20, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Work in teams of two 
to customize RC cars with shields and balloon-
popping attachments. Registration required.

Crochet (and more!) with Keri: Grades 6-12: 
Tuesday, July 28, 6 p.m. Meet in the teen space 
for a casual evening of crochet and other crafts 
with the teen librarian. 

Children’s Programs: Teacher Read-
Alouds!: Wednesday, July 22, 4:30 p.m., in the 
Children’s Room. Come enjoy stories shared 
by Memorial School teachers and staff at the li-
brary. No registration required; just drop in.

I Survived... at the Library! For Grades 2-5: 
Monday, July 27, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Enter the world 
of the I Survived books and explore three differ-
ent periods of history. Registration required.

Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet
The Belltown Antique Car Club will present 

the 59th annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar 
Meet Sunday, Aug. 2, at the Haddam Neck Fair 
Grounds, Haddam Neck. Gates open at 8 a.m., 
show car registration closes at 11:30 a.m., judg-
ing begins at noon, and the show ends at 3 p.m.

Fee is $10 for show cars (includes driver and 
passengers), and fee for spectators is $5 (chil-
dren under 12 are free with an accompanying 
adult). 

This event is a celebration of stock, unmodi-
fied antique cars and trucks, domestic and im-

ported, 40 years old or older (through 1986). 
This year’s Featured Marque (which allows for 
free admission) is a Pontiac (1926-1986).

The event is rain or shine, field conditions 
permitting. Refreshments and food will be 
available to purchase. Please, no bicycles or pets 
or unaccompanied children. 

For more information, including directions 
and show classes, visit www.belltownantiquec-
arclub.org, call Peter Christianson at 860-510-
3340 or email belltowncarclub@gmail.com.

Frozen to Take Stage for YPCCA’s Summer Musical

YPCCA will present Frozen at East Hampton High School’s auditorium from July 
23-26. From left are Josie Wilson, 16, as Olaf; Evan Piascik, 16, as Kristoff; Nadia 
France, 18, as Anna; and Taylor Dudek, 16, as Elsa.

By Anne Lilburn
If you’ve never heard “Let It Go” live on stage, 

you’ll have a chance next week, when East 
Hampton’s Young People’s Center for Creative 
Arts (YPCCA) presents its summer production 
of Frozen from July 23-26.

The musical production is the culmination 
of four weeks of YPCCA’s senior summer camp 
program, where students in grades 6-12 (and 
graduating seniors) rehearse for the musical, 
participate in performance workshops and meet 
and socialize with other teens and pre-teens 
from East Hampton and neighboring towns. 

For counselor Lily Cordeiro, YPCCA has 
been a part of her life for nearly as long as she 
can remember, having started in the theater 
group’s “junior” program at the age of six before 
progressing to the senior camp, and later her 
role as a counselor. In fact, YPCCA is somewhat 
of a family tradition, she said, with her mom 
having participated in the program in its first 
performance over 40 years ago.

“I am actually a legacy of YPCCA, as we call 
it,” said Cordeiro, who is now a third grade 
teacher at East Hampton’s Memorial School. 
“My entire family, my brother, my sister and me, 
we all went through the program, and we abso-
lutely loved it and our time there, so it’s amazing 
to be able to come back.”

YPCCA’s senior program had 75 campers this 
year, Cordeiro said. She said the camp is special 
because it offers kids a place to be themselves in 
a supportive community where they can learn, 
socialize and explore who they are. 

“People continuously come back and they tell 
us it’s a safe space to be who they are and I think 
that’s what makes YPCCA so special,” she said, 
“because in our shows we always try to high-
light everybody and make everybody feel in-
cluded because it’s so important for everybody 
to have a voice.”

“I think it’s just a really special place because 
it’s a place where people from all different back-
grounds can come together and celebrate some-
thing that they love and care about,” she said.

The senior camp at YPCCA may end with the 
final musical theatre performance, but camp-
ers also spend time learning and performing 
in workshops, which have included a cappella 
singing, show choir, dance, a stomp perfor-
mance and improv comedy. The week before the 
big musical, the campers get to show off what 
they’ve learned in those workshops in a show 
called “The Event.” That gives those who might 

not have featureS or larger roles in the main 
show a chance to shine and show off their skills, 
said Cordeiro.

The choice of Frozen for this year’s musical 
was a popular one, she said. She said the camp 
directors had wanted to pick a show that young 
kids, as well as older campers, would all en-
joy. Based on the response from the cast, they 
picked right. 

“Ever since I was really little, I’ve always loved 
frozen,” said Taylor Dudek, 16, a rising junior at 
East Hampton High School who plays Elsa. “It 
was actually the first movie my parents took me 
to see in a movie theatre. I think I was two, and 
I had always been in awe of Elsa particularly, 
because I always thought her ice powers were so 
cool. She’s just like a powerhouse, her voice is so 
incredible. She is just an inspiration to girls all 
over the world.”

Josie Wilson, 16 and a rising senior at EHHS 
who plays Olaf the snowman, was similarly ex-
cited with the musical choice. 	

“I’ve known these songs since I was very 
small,” she said. “Frozen used to be a massive 
phase for me, so it’s awesome to be able to rec-
reate that.”

Olaf, she said, was the perfect part for her.
“It’s not a serious role at all and I think that’s 

awesome,” she said, “because I’m not a serious 
person. Being Olaf is basically just being myself 
on stage, and being able to sing his fun little 
songs and make his jokes is, I think, just going 
to be a lot of fun and I’m looking forward to it 
a lot.”

To play Olaf, Wilson will have an added level 
of difficultly, learning to control a snowman 
puppet for the performance. The puppet arrived 
earlier this week – giving Wilson just about 10 
days to figure it out before showtime. 

“It’s going to be interesting,” she said.
It’s a challenge she said she’s looking forward 

to, and one that Cordeiro said is a good example 
of the hard work that all the campers put into 
their performances.

“When they go home, they aren’t just relaxing 
and chilling by the pool,” she said. “Especially 
those principal characters, they’re going home, 
they’re practicing.”

Nadia France, 18, who is UConn-bound after 
graduating from EHHS this year, plays Anna in 
the performance. She has been participating in 
YPCCA since she was 7 years old, when she first 
appeared as Gretl in The Sound of Music, and 
said she knew she wanted the part of Anna the 

moment Frozen was announced as the musical.
“I was definitely really trying for this role,” she 

said. “I have loved Frozen ever since it came out. 
I remember seeing it in theaters and it was, like, 
my entire childhood, so I was so excited when 
[camp director] Rachel [Mansfield] said we 
were doing this for our show.

“Me and my cousin growing up would per-
form Frozen for our parents,” she said, noting 
that she knew every song by heart. “I was so 
locked in.”

Anna was the role she said she was meant to 
play.

“For Anna, she is just so bubbly and I really 
enjoy doing that because I feel like that’s how I 
am sometimes — bubbly and upbeat — and I’m 
really happy that I get to embrace that side of 
myself in a character while also still having that 
sass and funny comedic aspect.” 		

Evan Piascik, 16, a rising senior at Portland 
High School who plays Kristoff, and Dash 
Palmer, 14, a rising sophomore at EHHS who 
plays Hans, were similarly excited to revisit a 
childhood favorite.

“We’ve known these characters so long,” said 
Piascik, who has been performing with YPCCA 
since he was five years old, “and the fact that we 
get to play them in musical theatre is honestly 
so cool.”

Palmer said he was having fun with his role.
“I get to play Hans, which is crazy to me, be-

cause I’ve seen this show growing up, and now 
I’m playing that, which is cool because he’s evil 
and that’s fun to play.”

Both said they enjoyed getting to work with 
other campers and in their workshops, and both 
said they had fun sharing scenes with France, 
who plays Anna.

Palmer said he enjoyed getting to do all the 
“fun stuff ” from school without the school 
work, and Piascik agreed.

“Only having to do theatre for a month 
straight is awesome,” he said.

Cordeiro described this year’s show as a “big” 
performance, with a big cast, big sets and spe-
cial effects. She credited director Mansfield, as 
well as technical director Chris Briggs, stage 
manager Kendra Dickinson and musical direc-
tor Michael Zappala, for pulling the whole thing 
together, along with hard work from all the cast 
members.

“I think that is what makes this so special 
is how we all care and have the same goal. We 
want to accomplish the same thing, which is put 
on an amazing show, and we are on track for 
that,” said Cordeiro.

France said she was looking forward to the 
performances, her final ones as a camper at 
YPCCA.

“It’s such a fun show,” she said. “I’m so excit-
ed for all the little kids who are going to come, 
and even for people my age who, this was their 
childhood, to come and experience it. I think it’s 
every Gen Z’s childhood.”

Frozen will run from July 23-25 at 6 p.m., and 
July 26 at 1 p.m. at East Hampton High School’s 
auditorium. 

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon 
providing the sermon. 

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
the office at 860-267-5989. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
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Goff House
Donations Welcome

Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House 
Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted. 

All concerts are held in the East Hampton 
Village Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. through Aug. 6. Concerts will feature a dif-
ferent local talent each week. 

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help 
pay for the bands and promotional materials. 
Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc. 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton, 
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level: 

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor, 
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pionzio 
at 860-993-5311. 

Where’s Bell?
The Friends of East Hampton Public Li-

brary, in partnership with businesses in 
East Hampton, is holding the third annual 
“Where’s Bell?” contest through July 31.

Pick up a game sheet for free at the East 
Hampton Public Library, then during the 
month of July stop by as many participat-
ing businesses as possible and find the Bell 
mascot hidden within. 

Those that return their game sheets to the 
library by Aug. 7 will be entered into prize 
raffles based on how many businesses they 
were able to check off the list; attached re-
ceipts from participating businesses earn 
you additional chances to win. This year’s 
prizes are sponsored by Carl Guild & As-
sociates. 

For more information, email friend-
sofehpl@gmail.com.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9 
a.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

Past President Kyle Chmielecki smiles with Rotarian of the Year Cap Egan at the 
East Hampton Rotary’s recent Installation of Officers.
Rotary Installs Officers, Celebrates New Year of Service

 The East Hampton Rotary Club officially 
welcomed its 2026–27 leadership team during 
its annual Installation of Officers, held June 
24 at The 1851 in Cromwell, a venue proudly 
owned by an East Hampton native. 

The evening brought together Rotarians, 
family, and friends to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the past year while looking ahead to 
another year of service to the East Hampton and 
Marlborough communities.

Ashley Wolf was officially installed as the 
club’s president for the 2026–2027 Rotary year. 
Joining her on the leadership team are Pres-
ident-Elect Cap Egan, Vice President Nicole 
McKenzie, Secretary David Quast, Treasurer 
Kevin St. John, Director Bob Drewry, Sergeant-
at-Arms Alan Gardner, and Immediate Past 
President Kyle Chmielecki.

The installation ceremony recognized the 
dedication and leadership of outgoing president 
Chmielecki, who was thanked for his commit-
ment and service throughout the 2025–2026 
Rotary year. 

During the evening, the club also recognized 
several members for their outstanding contri-
butions. The Rotarian of the Year Award was 
presented to Cap Egan in recognition of her ex-
ceptional dedication, leadership, and countless 
hours of volunteer service. 

The club also presented Paul Harris Fellow 

Awards to Peter Strickland and Karen Terry. 
Named after Rotary founder Paul Harris, the 
Paul Harris Fellow is one of Rotary’s highest 
honors and recognizes individuals who ex-
emplify Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self 
through their generosity, leadership, and com-
mitment to improving their communities.

As she begins her year as president, Wolf 
shared her excitement about building upon 
the club’s strong foundation while continuing 
to expand Rotary’s impact throughout East 
Hampton and Marlborough. Her vision for the 
coming year includes strengthening commu-
nity partnerships, supporting youth initiatives, 
and fostering fellowship among members while 
continuing the club’s tradition of service.

“The East Hampton Rotary Club has an in-
credible history of making a difference in our 
communities,” said Wolf. “I am honored to 
serve alongside such a dedicated group of vol-
unteers and look forward to another year of 
service, friendship, and creating meaningful 
opportunities to give back.”

The East Hampton Rotary Club meets every 
Wednesday and welcomes individuals who are 
passionate about giving back to their commu-
nities through fellowship and service. Those 
interested in learning more about Rotary or be-
coming a member are encouraged to visit the 
club online for additional information, at www.
easthamptonrotary.org.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations
Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-

nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.
A small group of volunteers will sort, clean 

and price the donations. Items not accepted: 
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise 
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style 
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-

nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that 
can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers 
and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on July 25, 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 8. Drop-off is located at the 
lower end of the building in the garage area by 
Helping Hands, 27 Skinner St. Please do not 
drop off your donations at the main entrance to 
the building or on any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m., 
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.

When you see her, say Happy Birthday!!!

Democratic Primary
Enrollment Sessions

The East Hampton registrars of voters office 
will be open Tuesday, July 28, from noon to 2 
p.m., for those wishing to register to vote in per-
son for the upcoming Democratic primary or to 
change their party affiliation.  

There will also be registration and enrollment 
session (cut-off) on Monday, Aug. 10, from 9 
a.m.-noon. You must appear in person. 

There is no “same day registration” during 
early voting for a primary or on Primary Elec-
tion Day.

Contact the registrars of voters at 860-267-
6720 for more information. Regular office hours 
are Tuesdays from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Democratic 
Primary Aug. 11

Absentee ballots become available next Tues-
day, July 21, for the Democratic primary for the 
party’s governor candidate. 

The primary is being held on Tuesday, Aug. 
11, with early voting from Monday, Aug. 3, to 
Sunday, Aug. 9. Early voting will be at the East 
Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, and 
Primary Day voting will be at East Hampton 
High School, 15 North Maple St. 

This primary is only open to registered mem-
bers of the Democratic Party.  

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Abigail Daley and Si-

erra LaRose made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at 
Salve Regina University in Newport, R.I.

Lions Club
Scholarship Raffle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-
ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship 
program. The club each year offers four $1,500 
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this 
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third 
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the 
first, second and third prizes are reentered for 
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total 
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24, 
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N. 
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion 
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951. 

Residents Graduate
The following East Hampton residents re-

cently graduated from Quinnipiac University:
Benjamin Delton, who received a Bachelor 

of Science degree in data science; Carys Dinun-
zio, who received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing; Christopher Guay, who received 
a Master of Science degree in cyber security; 
Sarah Myjak, who received a Master of Science 
degree in molecular cell biology; Kelsey Smith, 
who received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
psychology.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Leah Kohler and 

Phineas Scott made the spring 2026 Dean’s List 
at the College of William & Mary in Williams-
burg, Va.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Madi Gay and Alex 

Gordon made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at the 
University of Rhode Island.

HOF Association
Accepting Nominations
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 

Association is accepting nominations through 
Aug. 26.  If you know of who you feel is a worthy 
candidate – which could be an athlete, coach, 
team, or contributor – email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net for a nomination packet or go to the Hall of 
Fame website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer 
for information.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct. 
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize 
exceptional local athletes and achievements.  

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are 
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge 
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our 
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 



Page 30	 NEWS BULLETIN • July 17, 2026

Belltown on Parade... Below and on the facing page are scenes from last weekend's 
Old Home Days Parade. The parade featured a little bit of everything – including a 
senior center float, classic cars, an Epoch Arts float, local and state officials, and East 
Hampton Rotarian of the Year Cap Egan. Photos by Anne Lilburn and via Facebook.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 7/31/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

R
E7

-3
-2

6

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

East Hampton
Mary Jane Flood

It is with deep sorrow 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Mary Jane (Worrell) 
Flood, 89, of East Hamp-
ton, wife of the late Peter 
C. Flood. She passed away 
peacefully Tuesday, July 
7, surrounded by her lov-
ing family. She was born 
in New Haven to the late 
William Newland and 
Dorothy Brockett.

She is survived by her 
loving children, John Reynolds Jr., Diane Cresci-
mano (Anthony) of Middletown, Brian Reynolds 
(Hope), Beth Dufour (Richard) of East Hamp-
ton, Steven Flood of East Haven, Maryjane Fay 
of East Hampton. Lovingly known as “Nana,” 
Mary Jane has 15 grandchildren and 26 great-
grandchildren. She is survived by her siblings 
Jean Armstrong (Bob) of Killingworth, Dorothy 
Rogers of Milford, William Worrell (Pat), Rich-
ard Newland (Joann) of Southington, Katherine 
Chapman, Belinda Wilson, Michelle Gemma 
of Maine, William Newland Jr. of Arizona, and 
sister-in-law Louise Flood of Durham. 

She was predeceased by her beloved grand-
daughter, Jessica Safford; her beloved sister Bev-
erly Sands; and brother David Newland. She is 
also survived by many nieces and nephews who 
loved their “Aunt Mary.” 

In addition, Mary Jane had a very special 
relationship with Katie McLean, a wonderful 
companion and caregiver who has become an 
honorary family member.

In her younger years Mary was an adven-
turer who loved racing cars with her dad and 
brothers, dancing, and practical jokes that were 
legendary. She was a devoted daughter to her 
parents and “mothered” her siblings through-
out her life. 

In 1976 Mary Jane completed one of her 
life’s greatest accomplishments – building her 
log cabin in East Hampton. Her home was her 
pride and joy, where everyone was welcomed as 
family. She knew the value of a day’s hard work, 
which started with a cup of coffee and ended 
with a cocktail. You could find her in the gar-
den, on her John Deere tractor, painting, or in 
her sewing room. Mary was kind, generous, and 
thoughtful creating countless baby blankets, 
Raggedy Anne dolls, placemats, and many many 
aprons. She was known for her secret recipe cof-
fee brandy, Swedish meatballs, and deviled eggs.

Mary Jane loved nothing more than to help 
her family members with home projects- she 
came ready to work and was the most excited 
when it was painting. She never forgot a birth-
day with her homemade cakes. Mary was very 
punctual and known for her famous calls to 
make sure we didn’t forget to change our clocks 
for daylight savings.

Mary Jane was adored by her family. She was 
a remarkable mother and grandmother. We are 
incredibly lucky to have known and loved her.

Funeral services were held Monday, July 13, 
at Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver Street, Middle-
town. Burial was held Tuesday, July 14, at Union 
Hill Cemetery, Route 151, Cobalt. 

To share memories or express condolences 
online, please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com. 

East Hampton
Preston Davis Roane

Preston Davis Roane, 
of East Hampton, passed 
away Friday, July 10, due 
to injuries sustained from 
a Jet ski accident. He was 
39 years old. Preston was 
born Dec. 2, 1986, in East 
Hampton. He is the son 
of Annie Scott Cooper of 
Hartford. 

Preston grew up in 
East Hampton and graduated from high school 
there. He began working for R & R Broadband 
in Moodus, where he worked his way to becom-
ing the foreman for underground. Preston took 
great pride in his work, and it was a labor of love 
for him as he enjoyed the work tremendously. 
Preston married the love of his life, Amber 
Dawn Post, on Oct. 9, 2022. They enjoyed their 
time together in their home making TikToks, 
pulling pranks on each other and just spending 
quality time watching sunsets on their lake. 

Preston loved all types of outdoor sports, 
especially quad riding and jet skiing. He also 
loved a good bonfire and epic fireworks. His 
dogs were pampered pets, and he would often 
take them swimming in the lake. His late dog 
Zeus was a favorite beloved pet to him. 

Preston will be remembered as a man who 
lived life to the fullest, loved his family and his 
work fiercely, and will always be remembered 
with love by all who knew him, especially his 
wife, Amber Roane; his mother, Annie Scott 
Cooper of Windsor; sisters, Oshun Vicente of 
Windsor, Tani Cooper of Hartford, Naren Parks 
and her husband Jonas of New Britain; mother- 
and father-in-law, Rebecca and Danny Post of 
Colchester; in-law siblings and their spouses, 
Ashley Post of Colchester, Stephen (Megan) 
Post of Salem, Elaina (Darek) Lemon of Mont-
ville, Nikita (Paul) Chreiman of Hebron; and 
many adored nieces, nephews, extended family 
members and friends. He is predeceased by his 
maternal grandparents, Elbert and Doris Scott.

Funeral services will be held Sunday, July 26, 
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, beginning with 
visitation from 10 a.m. to noon, followed by a 
memorial service at noon at the funeral home.

For online condolences or to share a memory 
of Preston for his family, please visit www.auro-
ramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Janet McCann

With deep sorrow, we 
announce the passing of 
Janet (Barrett) McCann, 
88, of East Hampton. Born 
June 30, 1938, in Weathers-
field, Vt., to the late George 
A. Barrett and Margaret 
(Allen) Barrett Stone. She 
passed away peacefully at 
home Sunday, July 12, after 
a brief but courageous bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer.

Janet was married to her loving and devoted 
high school sweetheart, Curtis McCann, on 
March 29, 1958. They had just celebrated their 
68th wedding anniversary this year. Janet was 
the oldest of three siblings. She is predeceased by 
her brothers George Barrett, Greg Stone, and her 
great-grandson Jack Wolf.

Curt and Janet were the owners of Midtown 
Kawasaki in Rocky Hill for 42 years. Anyone 
who had the pleasure of knowing Janet knew 
she had a special place in her heart for the sport 
of dirt bike racing and the racing community. 
Janet was a devoted member of numerous mo-
torcycle clubs within New England, including 
SRCR, NESC, NETRA, and NEMA. She spent 
countless hours at the track, supporting riders, 
families and events with so much dedication. 
So many racers and families benefited from the 
time and care she gave to the sport without ask-
ing for anything in return. The dirtbike com-
munity won’t be the same without her, but her 
memory will live on every time the gate drops 
and another race begins. 

She was a longtime member of East Hampton 
American Legion and the Moose Club. She also 
enjoyed country line dancing, playing bingo, 
cards, and board games with friends and family.

More than anything, Janet will be remem-
bered for her kindness and unwavering love 
for her family. Janet was the proud and lov-
ing mother of three children – Jodi (McCann) 
Wolf of East Hampton, Bryan McCann of East 
Hampton, and Randy McCann (Kathleen) of 
Haverill, Mass. In addition to her children, she 
had numerous nieces, nephews and cousins 
who loved her beyond measure.

She was cherished and so loved by her grand-
children, Erin Jump (Ryan), Michael Wolf (Ta-
batha), Tracy Rall (Steve), Kristin Goodwin 
(Daniel), Kailie Cambridge (Lowreenzo), Noah 
McCann, and Eli McCann. She also beamed with 
so much joy and loved to spend as much time 
as possible with her ten great-grandchildren; 
Makayla, Hayden, Everleigh, Kendall, Addison, 
Mason, Bryson, Isaac, Raelynn, and Bentley.

Friends may call at the Spencer Funeral 
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Mon-
day, July 20, from 10 a.m. until noon. A funeral 
service will take place at noon in the funeral 
home. A private burial will be held in Lake View 
Cemetery at a later date.

Janet’s family would like to wholeheartedly 
thank the East Hampton Police Department, Fire 
Department, and Ambulance Association for their 
compassion and care during our time of need. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Janet’s 
name to one of these hometown organizations.

 To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Portland
Olive Lord Bials

Olive Lord Bials, 89, 
of Portland, passed away 
peacefully Tuesday, July 7, 
after a brief illness. She was 
surrounded by her lov-
ing family and her faithful 
dogs. Olive is now reunit-
ed with her beloved sons.

Born on May 8, 1937, 
Olive was the daughter of 
Daniel and Mable Lord. 
She was raised in Crom-
well, alongside her siblings, Evelyn, Daniel, and 
Marion.

Olive attended the Edna C. Stevens School 
in Cromwell and graduated from Middletown 
High School. During her high school years, she 
was a majorette and often fondly reminisced 
about the parades she loved marching in. She 
also enjoyed sharing stories of walking the rail-
road tracks from Cromwell to Middletown, ice 
skating in the winter, and square dancing with 
friends.

She spent many years working as a secretary 
for J.J. Bials Company and later at Elmcrest Psy-
chiatric Institute. Olive and Joseph J. (J.J.) Bials 
Sr. shared three beloved children: Diane, Joseph 
Jr. (“Joey”), and Lawrence (“Larry”).

An avid reader and puzzle enthusiast, Olive 
cared deeply for the people in her life. She was 
known for her kind heart, generous spirit, and 
wonderful sense of humor. Whether over a cup 
of coffee or a margarita, she was always willing 
to lend a helping hand or a listening ear.

A devoted dog lover, Olive always had a ca-
nine companion by her side. Muttley, Lizzy, 
Buttons, Rosie, and Buddy each held a special 
place in her heart. She loved her dogs almost as 
much as she loved ladybugs, which never failed 
to bring a smile to her face.

Olive is survived by Joseph J. (J.J.) Bials Sr.; 
her daughter, Diane, and her husband, Thomas 
Roger Law Jr.; her grandchildren, Thomas Rog-
er Law III, Shannon Law Strong and her hus-
band, Jacob Strong, Joseph Lawrence John Law, 
Erin Helen Bials, Katherine “Katie” May Bials, 
and Benjamin Daniel Bials; and many cherished 
nieces, nephews, extended family members, 
and dear friends who will greatly miss her love, 
laughter, and compassionate nature.

In addition to her parents, Daniel and Mable 
Lord, Olive was predeceased by her siblings and 
by her beloved sons, Joseph “Joey” Bials Jr. in 
2000 and Lawrence “Larry” Bials in 2001.

A graveside service will be held at a later date, 
followed by a celebration of Olive’s wonderful 
life.

The family extends their heartfelt gratitude to 
the caring and compassionate staff of Portland 
Care & Rehabilitation Centre, Cobalt Health 
Care & Rehabilitation, and Middlesex Health at 
Home Hospice for the exceptional care, kind-
ness, and dignity they provided to Olive and her 
family.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be made in Olive’s memory to the Portland Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Company 2, or Mid-
dlesex Health at Home Hospice.
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Lebanon

Alicia Lathrop Watson
Alicia Lathrop Watson, 

of Beaufort, S.C., formerly 
of Lebanon, passed away 
at home on Saturday, July 
11, with her husband at-
tentively by her side.  She 
was 81 years old. 

Alicia was born in Nep-
tune, N.J., on June 13, 
1945, to the late C. Leon-
ard and Alyce (Conway) 
Lathrop, Jr.   She married 
Clement “Butch” Watson on Sept. 14, 2003. 
They resided in Lebanon and were members of 
the Historic Goshen Congregational Church, 
where Alicia was a former treasurer for the 
church.   Alicia was also a former treasurer for 
the Fellowship of Connecticut Congregational 
Churches.

After Alicia’s retirement as code enforcement 
officer for the town of Colchester, the couple 
lived in several southern towns including, Bel-
videre, Tenn., New Port Richey, Fla., and finally, 
Beaufort, S.C. 

Alicia will be remembered as a kind, helpful, 
and generous person, giving to others selflessly.   
In addition to her husband, Butch, she leaves a 
brother, Charles Lathrop III; a sister, Anne Lath-
rop; grandchildren, Eric and Brianna Watson; 
and many extended family members and friends. 

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to her wishes.

For online condolences or to share a story of 
Alicia, please visit  www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.

Hebron
Richard Sherman Twombly

Richard Sherman 
Twombly, 71, of Moodus, 
went home to be with Je-
sus, his Lord and Savior, 
on Tuesday, July 7.

 Richard was born in 
Milford on May 16, 1955, 
the son of the late Leon 
C. and Mary (Baldwin) 
Twombly. He attended 
Manchester High School 
and, at the age of 17, en-
listed in the United States 
Navy. During his service, Richard traveled the 
world aboard the USS Hawkins and was award-
ed the National Defense Service Medal. He was 
honorably discharged after proudly serving his 
country.

Richard later spent 30 years working for 
Hartford Distributors before his retirement and 
was a proud member of the New England Team-
sters. He raised his family in Hebron with his 
late wife, Gail, where they built a life filled with 
family, friends, and many cherished memories.

Rich was known above all for his strong faith 
and his desire to bring others closer to God. He 
was a kind and gentle soul, a devoted family 
man, and a loyal friend to all who knew him. 
A natural storyteller, Rich loved making people 
laugh and sharing stories from his years at Hart-
ford Distributors, his adventures in the Navy, 
and the many experiences he collected through-
out his life.

Rich had a curiosity and enthusiasm for the 
things he loved. He enjoyed flea markets, an-
tiquing, and collecting, and he was especially 
proud of his collection of Budweiser trucks and 
cars. He loved the beach, gardening, cooking, 
music of all kinds, and animals. He could talk 
about food for hours and found great joy in 
sharing meals and conversations with the peo-
ple he loved. He also enjoyed riding his Harley-
Davidson, affectionately named “Grace,” and 
treasured the freedom and memories that came 
with his years on the road.

Richard is survived by his beloved wife, Mar-
garet “Meg” Stetson Twombly; his son, Sean C.H. 
Twombly, his wife, Elsa Languasco, and their 
daughter, Emilia Gail, of Ave Maria, Fla.; and 
his daughter, Michelle Courtroul, her husband, 
Jaime, and their child, Kaya, of Aptos, Calif.

He is also survived by his siblings, Leon C. 
Twombly and his wife, Mary; John W. Twombly 
and his wife, Susan; and Elizabeth Wilson and 
her husband Art Thornton; as well as his step-
sons, Charles D. DeLeo and Samuel B. DeLeo.

Richard also leaves behind many beloved 
members of the Ainslie and Stetson families, 
including Linda Tuller; Larry and Barb Ain-
slie; Bill and Dorothy Stetson; Dan Stetson; 
MaryBeth Stetson-Welch; and Cathy and Jamie 
DeRienzo, along with many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-nephews. He will also 
be deeply missed by his furry friends, Leon and 
PeteyGene.

In addition to his parents, Richard was prede-
ceased by his sister, Linda Chase; his brother-in-

Lebanon
Malvina Monica Medeiros

Malvina Monica Me-
deiros, of Lebanon, 
passed to the arms of 
Jesus on Friday, July 10, 
with her family attentively 
by her side. She was 91 
years old. Malvina was 
born June 10, 1935, in St. 
Michael’s, Azores, Portu-
gal. She was the daughter 
of the late Silvino Nunes 
and Mary Elizabeth (Fer-
reira) Oliveira.

On Sept. 3, 1953, she married the love of her 
life and best friend, Raymond J. Medeiros. The 
couple settled in Lebanon, where they made 
their home and raised their children. Malvina 
was self-employed, working with her daughter, 
Jeanne at their shop on Main Street in Wil-
limantic known as Rajeans. Malvina became 
involved and volunteered with the Soroptomist 
International of Willimantic where she also 
served as past president. 

Malvina was a devout Catholic and commu-
nicant of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Leba-
non, where she also was an active member of 

Hebron
Donna DeGutis Steffen

Donna DeGutis Steffen, 
83, of Glastonbury and He-
bron, formerly of East Hart-
ford, passed away peace-
fully Monday, July 6. Born 
in Hartford, she was the 
beloved daughter of Phyl-
lis Hamilton DeGutis and 
Stanley Benedict DeGutis.

Donna is survived by 
her sisters, Denise Jernigan of South Glaston-
bury and Dorothea DeGutis and her husband 
Lloyd of Brattleboro, Vt. She was predeceased 
by her brother, Stanley H. DeGutis, who passed 
away in 1949 at the age of three.

She leaves her daughter, Joanne Steffen 
Thomann, Joanne’s fiancé Chad Henninger, and 
her cherished grandson Christian S. Thomann, 
all of Hebron. She is also survived by her neph-
ew, Matthew Graf, and niece, Katharine Graf, of 
Brattleboro, Vt.

Donna graduated from East Hartford High 
School in 1961 and the UConn School of 
Nursing in 1965. She dedicated her life to car-
ing for others, beginning her nursing career at 
Manchester Memorial Hospital (1965–1968), 
followed by UConn Health Center–McCook 
Hospital (1968–1971). She then served the City 
of Hartford Health Department, Family Plan-
ning Division, for 27 years (1972–1999), and 
continued her work at Planned Parenthood of 
Connecticut until her retirement in 2010. Don-
na was deeply committed to her patients and 
carried genuine love for the people she served 
throughout her career.

Outside of nursing, Donna embraced life with 
enthusiasm and curiosity. She was an avid read-
er, a passionate supporter of greyhound adop-
tion, and a lifelong hockey fan. She proudly held 
season tickets for the Hartford Whalers, was a 
dedicated Booster Club member, and traveled 
across the United States and Canada to cheer 
them on. She also supported the Springfield In-
dians/Falcons, and followed the Chicago Black-
hawks, Las Vegas Golden Knights, NASCAR, 
and UConn Basketball with equal devotion.

A funeral service celebrating Donna’s life was 
held Friday, July 10, at the D’Esopo East Hart-
ford Memorial Chapel, 30 Carter St., East Hart-
ford. Burial followed at Mount Saint Benedict 
Cemetery, (Section M), Cottage Grove Road, 
Bloomfield. 

In lieu of flowers, Donna asked that donations 
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or to 
the Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758517, 
Topeka, KS 66675. 

For online expressions of sympathy to the 
family, please visit www.desopoeh.com.

law, John Tuller; his sister-in-law, Jan Twombly; 
and his brother-in-law, Lee Welch.

In recognition of Richard’s service to his 
country, a military send-off with honors will 
take place on Friday, July 17, at 3 p.m., at the 
D’Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Blvd., 
Wethersfield. Following the military honors, the 
family will receive relatives and friends at the 
funeral chapel from 3:30 to 7 p.m.

A celebration of Richard’s life will be held 
on Saturday, July 18, at noon, at Valley Bible 
Church, 220 Turkey Hill Rd., Haddam. Burial 
will take place in Hartwick, N.Y., at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
in Richard’s memory to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.

For online expressions of condolence to the 
family, please visit www.desopofuneralchapel.
com.

ARRINGTON REAL ESTATE
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O N O RA MAN OF 
MY WORD.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

Jim Harrington, 
broker
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the Ladies Guild. She will be remembered for 
her kind, loving nature, and the fiercely devoted 
way she loved her family, God, and community. 

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by her husband of 72 years, Ray; 
her children and their spouses, Jeanne Marie 
(James) Mather of Lebanon, Raymond (Mi-
chele) Medeiros of Lebanon; a sister, Laudalina 
Sousa of Fall River, Mass.; grandchildren, Jes-
sica (Thomas) Sawyer, Annie (Scott) Pinyard; 
great-grandchildren, Edith, Murray and Jane 
Pinyard, James Sawyer; and many extended 
family members and friends. 

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to her wishes. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with care of arrangements. For 
online condolences or to share a memory with 
the family, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

MAKE SURE 
CUTIE PIE IS IN 
THE RIGHT SEAT.
NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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REAL ESTATE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

RENTALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

C
IT
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If anyone refused to rent 
to you because of your 
source of income, race, 
color, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender, 
religion, marital status, 
age, disability or because 
you have children, you 
may have been the 
victim of illegal housing 
discrimination. Contact the 
Connecticut Fair Housing 
Center.

HOUSING 
DISCRIMINATION IS 
ILLEGAL For Help 
Call 888-247-4401

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Sports Cards, Adv Signs/
Cans  (Soda,  Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item made 
of sterling. Top cash 
price paid on the spot. I 
can come to your home 
or meet you at a place 
of your choosing. Call/
text Dominic at  860-836-
5013 or email dmbap
praisal@sbcglobal.net.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1,000-
1,400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sewer. 
Onsite storage and as
signed parking available. 
Property is a SMOKE 
FREE Complex. Please 
call via text or cell 860-
913-6723, Office 860-
529-1725.

BILL THE POOPER 
SCOOPER: I’ll clean 
your yard of dog poo. 
Dog walking available. 
Free estimates. Call 
860-861-9027.

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire­
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

Having a Tag Sale?
Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $19
A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through August 15, 2026)

A $45 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to 
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & 

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to 
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to 
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/

Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough, 
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.

Just e-mail us at  
classifieds@rarereminder.com or  

call 860-563-9386.
Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am  

for that week’s papers.

07
02
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LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its July 9, 2026 meeting, the Hebron Conservation Commis-
sion took the following actions:
Petition 2026-06; Parcel 35-7, East Street, Antonio 
Modugno, Construction of a Single-Family Residence and 
Appurtenances with a Portion of the Driveway in the Upland 
Review Area – Approved, with the following conditions:
1. Wetland Agent to be notified after installation of erosion and 
sedimentation controls prior to    construction.
2. Cleared debris, stumps, and excavated soils to be managed 
outside of the 100-foot Upland Review Area.
3. Slopes to be seeded or temporarily seeded and mulched as 
soon as practical after completion of construction.
Petition 2026-07; Notification of Timber Harvest, West Main 
Street / Papermill Road, Parcels 41-6, 52-1-TM, 52-1-PT and 
53-8-TM, Thomas and Matthew Holcombe, c/o John Clarke, 
Grossi Forest, Shelterwood Timber Harvest Using Existing 
Logging Roads and Skid Trails to Promote Oak and Pine 
Regeneration and Using Temporary Stream and Wetlands 
Crossings – Approved, with the following recommendation:
1.That consideration of the possible presence of faunal spe-
cies of special concern be given and reported to CT DEEP, if 
observed.
James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For: Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland Wet-
lands Commission
A video recording of the Conservation Commission Meet-
ing can be seen using the following link:
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/841cd8f479e23d69fb6a
d9de87f88d02af3b32ca3b6b4c102c46aa53b932d296

1TB 7/171TB 7/17

PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF HEBRON
TOWN COUNCIL

The Hebron Town Council has scheduled a Public Hearing for 
Thursday, July 30, 2026 at 6:45 p.m. at the Town Office Build-
ing, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, regarding the following:
Acquisition of 9 Pendleton Drive, Hebron, Connecticut in the 
amount of $153,500, with funding to come from the Unassigned 
Fund Balance as approved by the Hebron Board of Finance at 
their meeting on May 26, 2026.  
The virtual option for attending this meeting:

Public Hearing - Acquisition of 9 Pendleton Drive
Jul 30, 2026, 6:45 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/828332413

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 828-332-413

United States: +1 (312) 757-3121
Get the app now and be ready when

your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

The Hebron Town Council at a meeting on July 9, 2026, also 
approved moving the acquisition of 9 Pendleton Drive, Hebron, 
Connecticut to a Special Town Meeting at a future date for voter 
approval. The Public Hearing will be held to provide the public 
with an overview of the property purchase, respond to ques-
tions and receive public comment.  
Residents are encouraged to attend this Public Hearing and 
express their opinions.

Donna Lanza
Interim Town Manager 

1TB  7/17

MARLBOROUGH ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Marlborough ZBA Commission, at its Public Hearing on 
July 8, 2026, took the following action: 
APPLICATION APPROVED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-03-25 – Diane Prentice (Applicant/
Property Owner) 33 Myrna Drive - is seeking variance of Article 
Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 Confor-
mity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of Lot 
Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Minimum 
Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 b   Side Yard Setback, in order 
to construct a garage with a Side Yard Setback of 7.1 feet 
where 15 feet is required.
APPLICATION DENIED:
APPLICATION #ZBA-04-25 – Heather Burgess (Applicant/
Property Owner) 85 North Main Street - is seeking variance of 
Article Three A.1, Minimum Requirements, Article Three A.3 
Conformity of Buildings & Land, Article Three A.5 Reduction of 
Lot Areas or Minimum Required Yards, Article Three A.9 Mini-
mum Required Yards, Article Six D. 2 a   Front Yard Setback, & 
Article Six D.4 Building Coverage, in order to construct a deck 
with a Front Yard Setback of 26.7 feet where 40 feet is required 
and building coverage of 13.5% where 10% is allowed..
MATT WILSON, ZBA COMMISSION CHAIR

PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF HEBRON
TOWN COUNCIL

The Hebron Town Council has scheduled a Public Hearing for 
Thursday, July 23, 2026, at 6:45 p.m. in the Lower Level Meeting 
Room at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead Street, 
Hebron, Connecticut, to consider the historic designation of the 
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue located at 10 Church 
Street, Hebron, Connecticut.
The virtual option for attending the meeting:

Town Council Regular Meeting
Jul 23, 2026 at 6:45 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your
computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/643808349

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 643-808-349

United States: +1 (872) 240-3412
Get the app now and be ready when

your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

This ordinance may be amended at a future date by the Hebron 
Town Council under the provisions of Chapter 224 of the Town 
of Hebron Code of Ordinances and under Section 7-147q of the 
Connecticut General Statutes.
Residents are encouraged to attend this Public Hearing and 
express their opinions. 

Donna Lanza
Interim Town Manager 1TB 7/17

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a hybrid in 
person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, July 21, 2026 to hear 
the following application and receive public comments:
Application 26-7SP: Special Permit application for a market rate 
accessory apartment per section 4.11.3 of the Andover Zoning 
Regulations. 12 Center Street, Nahin Puerto. Assessors Map 33 
Block 29 Lot 3.
Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the public 
hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building and Land 
Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232.
Applications are on file in the Building and Land Use Department 
for public inspection or online on the Town of Andover’s website.
Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted on 
the town’s website in the Calendar.
Wayne Kasacek
Zoning Agent 2TB 7/10, 7/17

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the July 2, 2026 meeting, the following actions were taken:
Approved Application #25-21: Proposed Amendment to the Port-
land Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 7.5, 8.2, 9.1.3.H. 
These changes are being made in response and to comply with 
Public Act 25-1. Application of the Town of Portland.
Dated at Portland, CT this 14th day of July 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission 1TB 7/17

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July 
29, 2026 at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoTo-
Meeting Platform, on the following:

I. Petition 2026-08: Petition of Friends of RHAM High 
School Football, Inc. for Special Permit approval to install 
temporary outdoor lighting at RHAM High School athletic 
competition field between September 8th and October 6th, 
2026, per Section 5.F.3.3 and 5.F.3.5 of the Hebron Zoning 
Regulations, 85 Wall Street, Residence-1 District.  

Planning and Zoning Commission
Jul 29, 2026, 7:00 – 7:30 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from
your computer, tablet or smartphone.

https://meet.goto.com/462516901
You can also dial in using your phone.

Access Code: 462-516-901
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122

Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:

https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 15th day of July 2026.  
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 7/17, 7/24

LEGALS
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RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

Call 860-228-5009

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SUMMER RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

R
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
-2

4-
26

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

R
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Lot Clearing

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

All calls returned with 24 hours!

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING: pest plants 
and v ines removed 
from trees, walls, and 
gardens/land clearing. 
NO CHEMICALS EVER. 
Call Mike 860-398-0500. 
Portland.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

Town of Haddam 
Public Works/Maintainer – Full Time 
The Town of Haddam Public Works Department is seeking 
applications for the position of Maintainer. This is a 40 hour/ week 
position. Hourly rate: $30.56 
Applicants must have a valid CDL, Class A or B, with an Air Brake 
endorsement. Applicant must also provide the Town with a copy 
of your updated medical card and a copy of your driving history, 
obtainable from the DMV. 
An application and full job description can be obtained at 
www.haddam.org or contacting the First Selectman’s Assistant at: 
selectasst@haddam.org 

 JOB POSTING  –  07/13/2026 

Applications should be received no later than 
July 24 at 10:00am
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G L A S T O N B U R Y 
H I L L S  C O U N T R Y 
CLUB: is accepting ap
plications for a part-time 
Locker Room Attendant. 
Call Frank at 860-633-
5253.

P A R T - T I M E 
B A K E R  N E E D E D , 
GLASTONBURY: Will 
train. Early morning 
hours. Call for more info. 
860-657-4400.

PERSONAL CHEF: 
Japanese personal chef 
specializing in Asian 
and American cuisine. 
In-home chef services 
and meal prep. Call 860-
983-0330.

POSITION
WANTED

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Storm Clean Up
& Tree Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush and
 Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways
 and Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

TREE & LANDSCAPING

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT

C
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Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

SALES - INSTALLATION – DELIVERY
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DonDero LanDscaping 860-228-2003

• Stone Work
• Pavers
• Weeding
• Foundation  Veneer

• Mulching

• Lawn Renovation
• Retaining Walls

 • Bluestone 
 • Hedge Trimmimg 
 • Yard Expansions
 • Sidewalks 
 • Hydroseeding

• Edging
• Patios • Fire Pits

• Topsoil• Finish Raking
• Maintenance• Steps• Sitting Walls
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Summer Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Schedule Your Cleanups Today 
We’re into summer and it’s time to start thinking about cutting

that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains. 

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
3-

9-
23

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

ALL-WOOD 
Lawn Mowing Services

Senior & Veteran Discounts
Free Estimates

 860-798-4155CIT6-4-26

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

DRIVEWAY
PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew  Members!

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

C
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SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

SERVICES

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

R
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18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 
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MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C H I M N E Y 
M A I N T E N A N C E : 
C l e a n i n g ,  c a p s , 
dampers, flashing, fur­
nace liners and more. 
No nonsense, no sales 
pitch, just the work you 
want done. 35 yrs. actual 
experience as the owner 
of Glastonbury’s local 
chimney service. William 
Allen 860-633-1033.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respectively for 50 years. 
Call 203-235-8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es­
timate, Licensed & In­
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

G R A V E  S T O N E 
CLEANING: Remove 
mold, mildew, algae, 
lichens and other air pol
lutants from your loved 
ones headstone. One 
time safe, thorough and 
effective hand cleaning 
procedure performed by 
husband and wife team. 
Experienced, insured, 
references, results. Call 
or text for more inform
ation. RIP Cleaning 860-
798-5770.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

IS YOUR RETAINING 
WALL : leaning or bul
ging? But your material 
still good? We can re
build, save $$$. Is your 
walkway not level or col
lecting water? But ma
terial still good? We can 
re-base, re-use your old 
material and save $$$! 
Dondero Lawn Care 
860-228-2003.

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

MECHANIC WILLING 
TO TRAVEL: to your 
home to repair you lawn 
mower, weed whacker, 
etc. $50 for travel upon 
arrival. If unable to re
pair item, No Charge. If 
able to repair item, cost 
is $100 per hour plus 
parts. Cash Only. Call 
Rich 860-716-1227.

NEED A RELIABLE 
PLUMBER: or Home 
Repair Pro? Call Justin 
- Your Local Plumbing 
& Ba th  Spec ia l i s t ! 
From leaky pipes to full 
bathroom makeovers, 
we do it all: Pipe repair; 
Water heaters, toilets 
& garbage disposals; 
Kitchen sinks & faucets; 
Tub & shower valve 
replacements; Full & 
partial bath remodels. 
F a s t .  F r i e n d l y . 
A f f o r d a b l e .  F r e e 
Estimates, Licensed & 
Insured, Call or Text 
Justin Today: 203-440-
5496 Quality Work You 
Can Trust!

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out­
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.
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KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345 RE
5-
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers

Patios & Walkways – Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT • Free Consultation & Estimate
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Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Fully Licensed 
& Insured

Lic. 0640485
860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTINGHOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749
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6Your Neighborhood Painters

877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
IT

2-
6-

25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs • Carpentry
• Ceiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E8
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KATE 202602 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202606 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202603 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202604 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202607 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202605 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell
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Michelangelo’s Home Painting
Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured – Free Estimates – Interior/Exterior

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479
michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com R

E7
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 25 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 

Bebe 860-960-9167.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof stains, 
moss? Optional lower 
cost guards. LOCAL. 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly  insured.  Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
&  F L O O R I N G , 
LLC. Locally owned/ 
o p e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: Interi
or/exterior painting, win
dow/door installation, 
vinyl siding installation 
and roof installation. 
Pool patio & deck patio. 
Stucco, finish basement, 
ceramic tiles, bathroom, 
remodeling. Building 
maintenance, fence in
stallation. House and of
fice cleaning. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

L & R  G E N E R A L 
MASONRY: We spe
cialize in perfection. We 
do sidewalks, patios, 
outdoor kitchens, chim
ney repairs. Stone walls, 
blue stone, etc. Fully 
insured & licensed. Call 
Rino 860-833-6146.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
E5
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9-
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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1-

24

FOR SALE

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
• Commercial • Residential • Full Service Preparation

• Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE
(860) 608-8376

CIT3-12-20

TAG SALES

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
IT

11
-1

4-
24

860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 

C
IT

9-
25

-2
5

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
3-

5-
20

AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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4-
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
E3

-1
3-

20

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
E7
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

6-
4-

26

860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

C
IT

3-
20

-2
5

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 
www.emonds.com 

Call for all of your
air conditioning needs. 

Lic. #392776

C
IT
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20
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CLEANING SERVICES

C
IT

3-
5-

20

Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

R
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Freshen Up for the Fall Holidays!

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
3-

27
-2

5

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

ESTATE/TAG SALE: 
Sat 7/18, 8am-3pm, 96 
Eddy Lane, Newington. 
Household goods, vin
tage items, furniture, 
decor, tools, books and 
collectibles. No early 
birds.

HUGE TAG SALE: 
Sat, 7/18, 9am-3pm. 
18 Crestwood Dr, East 
Hampton. Home goods, 
furniture, tools, Lots of 
new items!

MOVING SALE: 101 
South Rd, Marlborough. 
Sat/Sun, 7/18 & 7/19, 
9am-3pm. Selling house 
contents. Furniture, kit
chen, household, lin
ens, tools, yard tools, 
artwork, stereo system, 
TV, David Winter cottage 
collectibles. Everything 
must go!

VINTAGE TAG SALE: 
Household items, fishing 
gear, furniture, jewel
lery, collectibles, new 
and used clothing, tools, 
electronics. 7/17 & 7/18 
9am-3pm, 1 School 
Street, Cromwell.

C O B B L E S TO N E S 
FOR SALE: 2,000+ 
pieces, $2,000. Boat & 
Motor & Trailer, $500-
$1,500. Call 860-966-
9364. If no one answers, 
please leave a mes
sage.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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Cultivating the values 
of honor, integrity, and 
trust in every phase of 

homeownership.

Jim HarringtonJim Harrington, broker

REsideside
A PLACE TO LIVE, PLANT, AND GROW.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  R E A L  E S T A T E

24 COLEMAN ROAD, GLASTONBURY

From summer parties to cozy football Sundays, this 
home offers inviting indoor and outdoor gathering 
spaces for everyday comfort or special occasions.

RE7-17-26


