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We are the Champions....

A group of eight soccer players from East Hampton
helped Sporting CT win the U16 Super Group Championship at Hampton Road
Sporting Complex in Virginia Beach. The East Hampton players from left are Abigail
Hambidge, Hadley Galovich, Ava Ploszay, Quinn Rurka, Addison Perkins (captain),
Giuliana DonAroma (captain), Alexis Bailey, and goalie Cassandra Owocki. Ham-
bidge was named the Player of the Game as Sporting CT took down FC Dutchmen
Surf of New York in the championship match.

By Toriana Williams

Colchester voters took another step toward
approving the town’s fiscal year 2026-27 budget
during a special budget meeting on Wednesday,
July 15. In less than a half hour, residents voted
by a wide margin to send both the town and
Board of Education budgets to referendum on
Tuesday, July 28. Two people voted against the
motions.

The revised budget totals $68.72 million,
nearly $1.66 million less than the original pro-
posal that voters rejected earlier this year. In
last week’s issue, an article recapping the budget
used the projected budget figures for the 2025-
26 fiscal year which included supplemental
funds after the budget was adopted.

Using the adopted budget figures, this equates
to a 5.1% increase over last year’s budget. This
year’s proposed budget includes $49.36 million
for the BOE, a 4.4% increase, and $19.35 million
for town government, a 7% increase.

If approved, the budget would increase the
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mill rate to 30.97 mills, a 3.5% increase over the

current rate. Residents will cast their votes at

Town Hall from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on July 28.
Special Budget Meeting

Unlike the previous meeting held in early
May, which lasted several hours and drew a
large crowd, this meeting moved quickly. There
was no debate before the votes. Town officials
later said they believed many of the communi-
ty’s questions had already been answered during
the earlier meeting, and that the revised budget
reflected the message voters sent when they re-
jected the first proposal.

Following the meeting, several town leaders
spoke about what happened, what they expect at
the referendum and what could happen if voters
reject the budget again.

BOE Chair Stefanie Tracey-Calash, a Demo-
crat, said the short meeting did not surprise her.

“Its summer,” she explained. “People are
enjoying their summertime and not as sort of
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Cuts Bring Pain
To Belltown Parents

By Anne Lilburn

A beloved preschool program, middle school
sports, a special education interventionist and
paraeducator, a third-grade teacher, and a high
school language arts teacher.

These are some, but not all, of the cuts that
would be made to East Hampton’s education
budget in order to meet a new budget num-
ber set by the town’s Board of Finance this past
Monday.

The new budget that the Board of Finance
passed, and that the Town Council approved
one day later, came in $600,000 less than the
Board of Education’s original proposed budget
that failed at referendum in June, and $350,000
less than the second version of the budget,
which failed at a more recent referendum on
July 14. The new proposed education budget
now stands at $39,550,937 and will be voted on
at a referendum on Aug. 5. (See related story on
page 23.)

Superintendent of Schools Timothy Van Tasel
provided an update to the community via both
the district’s public Facebook page and via its
Parent Square community mailing list, which
community members are welcome to sign up
for, on July 21.

“Following the two failed budget votes, the
Board of Education and administration are
required to make reductions to programs and
services that we believe have made the East
Hampton Public Schools an outstanding and
competitive public school option for the com-
munity and its residents,” wrote Van Tasel.

The complete list of cuts totals $600,000 and
would affect all of the town’s schools. At Me-

Colchester Budget Vote Next Week

tapped into what’s happening in town.”

She also noted that lengthy special budget
meetings are unusual.

“Typically, our town meetings are a bit quick-
er; said Tracey-Calash. “I've attended at least
a handful, and all of them have been relatively
quick, with an exception of just a couple”

She admitted she had prepared for another
long night. “There were a lot of questions [at the
previous meeting]. I was prepared, had all my
answers, I was literally waiting,” she laughed. “I
was very ready”

Even though there were no questions during
the meeting, Tracey-Calash encouraged resi-
dents to stay involved.

“If anyone does have questions,” she said,
“they can always reach out to our BOE@col-
chesterct.org email, and we'll certainly give
them the information that they’re interested in”

When asked whether turnout at the July 28

See Colchester Budget, page 16

morial School, it includes the elimination of
the Smart Start preschool program, the loss of
a STARS program special education paraedu-
cator position, the loss of a third-grade teach-
ing position and the reduction of the assistant
principal position from a 12-month position to
a 10-month position. At Center School, there
would be the reduction of an art teacher posi-
tion from full-time to part-time.

At East Hampton Middle School the elimina-
tion of athletics programs and a partial reduc-
tion in after-school clubs; and at East Hampton
High School, the loss of an English/Language
Arts teaching position, the loss of the Fam-
ily and Consumer Science course, and a partial
reduction in afterschool clubs. Also among the
cuts was a reduction in bussing services to Vinal
and Voag technical schools, with one bus now
planned with centralized pickup locations.

Ata Board of Education meeting just after the
referendum vote, as well as Board of Finance
and Town Council meetings this week, residents
turned out to plead in support of programs that
have been on the cutting block. At the Board of
Finance meeting, the tone was one of sadness,
with many speaking through shaking voices.

While some lamented the loss of middle
school sports or expressed concern about loss
of high school course opportunities, the great-
est and most emotional outcry concerned the
town’s Smart Start preschool program, which
provided free full-day preschool to area chil-

See Cuts Bring Pain, page 27
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iFeliz Navidad en Julio!

All are invited to join Early Roots Collabora-
tive Parent Ambassador Doris Maldonado Mé¢-
ndez and Andover Elementary student Marie at
Andover Public Library on Saturday, July 25, at
10:30 a.m., for a special bilingual story time cel-
ebrating Christmas in July.

The story time will feature From Boriquén to
Bethlehem: A Coqui and the Three Wise Men. In
this joyful tale, the Magi arrive thanks to helpful

Bingo & Basket Raffle

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle
night on Friday, July 17, starting with dinner at
5:30 p.m. Game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

Amigos, travel across the world and may even de-
cide to adopt a curious little Coqui along the way.

Following the bilingual reading, families will
enjoy a visit from Mrs. Merry Claus, who will
share the delightful summer adventure Mrs.
Claus Takes a Vacation.

This activity is part of the jAmigos! Summer
Bilingual Series at Andover Public Library.

Holiday-themed crafts and treats will be pro-
vided. For more information, call 860-742-7428.

Concert at the Gazebo

The Frets will play a Concert at the Gazebo
on Friday, July 24, from 7-9 p.m. There will be
hot dogs, hamburgers chips and water. This is
a free event sponsored by the Recreation Com-
mission.

Bring your lawn chairs or feel free to sit at
picnic tables.

Cobalt HealthCare &

Rehabilitation Center i

Clobalt HealthCare &
Rehabilitation Center
860-267-9034
el

W

\ MODERN THERAPY
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Cobalt HealthCare and Rehabilitation
Center offers 34 luxury suites in a newly
renovated facility, featuring modern
therapy rooms and personalized in-house

rehabilitation care to help residents regain
strength, mobility, and independence.
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www.cobalthealthcare.com

29 MIDDLE HADDAM ROAD
RTE 151, EAST HAMPTON, CT
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Meticulous

(860) 928-2341

697 Pomfret Street,
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Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Bill's story

WHZ,

My executive role keeps me so
busy. It's been a game-changer
to know | can rely on you to
keep my financial strategy on
track even while navigating
several major life events.

Thank you!

¢® WHZ

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS

‘History to Legend to Myth’

All are invited to Andover Public Library on
Wednesday, July 29, at 6:30 p.m., as Connecti-
cut historian and educator Richard Franklin
Donohue presents “History to Legend to Myth:
Remembering the Revolution in Connecticut.”

Using the state’s memorials, statues and land-
marks as touchstones, Donohue will explore the
ways in which the people of Connecticut partic-
ipated in the movement towards independence

and how these events have been remembered
for 250 years. This 40-minute program includes
a lecture and PowerPoint presentation.

This program is the third of four the library
has scheduled for this summer to celebrate
America250. Admission is free, and RSVP is re-
quested for planning purposes.

For more information, call the library at 860-
742-7428.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter is available
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested
in volunteering. Evening hours are available.
Call or stop by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice for
all appointment requests. Transportation to town
events, voting, and ACSC activities to Andover
seniors, veterans, and disabled are welcome.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs:
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events,
such as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Yoga,
Dominos, Tai Chi, trips to the library and the
food pantry/Foodshare truck, Chair Massage,
and more, see the monthly newsletter, “Com-
munity Connections.” Transportation is avail-
able.

Special Upcoming Events: Shopping: Tues-
days, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Willimantic 7/28, 8/11

and 8/25, and shop in Manchester 8/4 and 8/18.
Also, on Thursday, 8/20, at 8:30 a.m., shop Trad-
er Jo€’s and Michaels.

Andover Bingo: Runs through 7/31. Capture
a photo to score a bingo! Your bingo card is in the
monthly “Community Connections” newsletter.
Complete a bingo, then bring your card to the
center to claim your bingo prize. One prize per
household. See the newsletter for full details.

Monthly Veterans Coffee Hour: Monday,
8/3,9:30 a.m. Free for all veterans.

Stretch & Strengthen Fitness Class: Tues-
day/Thursday, 8/4, 8/6, 8/11, 8/13, 8/18, 8/20,
8:25, 8/27, at 8:30 a.m. each day. Class is free.

Fun with Fondu: Wednesdays, Aug. 12-26, 3
p.m. each week. Themes: 8/12, Chocolate with
Fruit; 8/19, Cheese and Crackers; 8/26, Choco-
late with Marshmallows and Toppings. Fee is $3
per class.

Thrift Shopping: Thursday, 8/13, 9 a.m. Ex-
plore local thrift stores.

Disappearing 4-Patch Quilting Workshop:
Mondays, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31, from 5:30-8:30
p.m. Fee is $10 per class. In this sewing work-
shop, students learn the technique to make a
disappearing 4-patch quilt, 64”x 80”. First ses-
sion is required. Bring your sewing supplies.
Fabric requirement provided at time of sign-up.
Call the center to join.

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family

amily

(CuntRYSIDE

866-228-85 12

With Four generationé of experience, Our F_a;llily hasb

ST

een proudly helping yur Family

with all of your real estate needs. Whether you’re buying your first home, selling your
current one, or investing in real estate, our Family is here to guide you through the process
with honesty, dedication, and attention to your unique needs.

Contact us today for a FREE Market Analysis

and discover the difference a
Family tradition of service can make.

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \

HealthCare
Associates

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

This statement was provided 2/29/2024 by Bill Eicholzer who is a client. This statement
may not be representative of the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future
performance or success. For additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses
are reviewed.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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Andover Fills Selectmen Vacancies

By Toriana Williams

The Andover Board of Selectmen filled two
vacant seats on the board during its July 13
meeting. After interviewing five candidates,
David Gostanian and Christine Randazzo were
appointed unanimously.

The board also received updates on several
major infrastructure projects, reviewed plans
for improving the town’s permitting process and
announced the hiring of an assistant director for
the Community and Senior Center.

Republican Seats Filled

The meeting’s main discussion focused on
filling two vacancies left when Republican
members Jeffrey Murray and Carol Lee recently
resigned.

Among the applicants, Gostanian highlighted
more than three decades of community service,
including his work with the Andover Volunteer
Fire Department, the Board of Finance and the
RHAM Board of Education.

“T've lived in Andover for about 32 years,”
said Gostanian. “I love the community”

He explained that his long career in informa-
tion technology and his upcoming retirement
would allow him to devote more time to town
government.

“I do believe my family, ... extended family
and local family have always believed in bring-
ing back to the community and adding to the
community;” he said. “I think some of the skills
that I have would be a good fit within the Board
of Selectmen”

When First Selectman Jeff Maguire, a Demo-
crat, asked where Gostanian would like to see
the town head in the future, Gostanian empha-
sized a direction of careful growth.

“I think responsible growth, a way to grow
the tax base and not lose the character of Ando-
ver;” he said. “I would work with the community
and the Board of Selectmen to help with that”

When BOS member Anne Cremé, a Demo-
crat, asked what accomplishment meant the
most to him, Gostanian pointed to his decades
in the fire department.

“I find that the most rewarding,” he shared.
“Getting up at two in the morning when some-

Kids Art Class

The Andover Community and Senior Cen-
ter is offering a Kids Art Class on Wednes-
days from 3-4 p.m. this month, for kids in
grades 4-8. All skill levels are welcome.

Class is led by local artist Kim Desrosiers.
The final class will be Mermaid Rocks on July
29. Create colorful metallic mermaid scales
on painted rocks.

Fee is $18. Discount available for siblings.
Space is limited. Supplies are provided.

To register, call the center at 860-742-7305
ext. 4510.

body needs help is a challenge. ... I think I've
made a difference there”

Randazzo also outlined decades of experi-
ence that she believes would benefit the town.

“I have been a resident in Andover for 28
years,” she said.

She described her work as owner of Randazzo
Design and Associates, her experience as a civil
engineer and her background working for state
government, municipalities and private con-
sulting firms.

“I do think I have a lot to offer this town,” said
Randazzo. “I do understand how towns are run”

She said her goal is bringing residents togeth-
er while preserving Andover’s character.

“I really want to ensure that our resources
align with the residents’ needs,” she said. “I
think the world is so divided today. ... We're
stronger in numbers and if we come together
and unite, we can do ... so much more”

Randazzo also highlighted her work on the
recently completed Veterans Field improvement
project, including the new playgrounds, pickle-
ball courts and pavilion.

“I think it's a great asset for the town,” she
said. “We need things like that to support our
town, to keep people here and to attract people
that want to come here”

When asked about her vision for Andover,
Randazzo echoed Gostanians focus on balanc-
ing growth with preservation.

“I would like to attract businesses that can
help the tax base in the town while maintaining
its rural charm,” she said.

Following an executive session, the board
unanimously appointed Gostanian and Ran-
dazzo.

Before making the decision, Maguire thanked
all five applicants. “It was a very difficult deci-
sion. I want to stress to everybody that we need
everyone to be engaged in town,” he said. “The
more people that we have that are interested in
serving the town ... it does help the town.”

Bridge, Road Projects Moving Forward

Several infrastructure projects were updated
throughout the meeting.

Town administrator Matt Streeter reported
that the Long HIIl Bridge replacement remains
on schedule despite utility work that still needs
to be completed. “The big news is the project is
on schedule,” he said.

Board member Scott Person, a Democrat,
added that demolition work has progressed
as well. “They finally have broken out the last
abutment on the west side of the bridge,” Person
said. “They’re on target””

The board also discussed the upcoming Bau-
sola Road and Lake Road culvert project. Street-
er said the next step will be obtaining easements
from affected property owners before the proj-
ect goes out to bid later this year.

Maguire encouraged proactive communica-

Summer Basketapalooza at Library

The Andover Friends of the Library is pre-
senting the Summer Basketpalooza fundraiser,
featuring eight gift baskets.

Baskets include: $170 worth of gift cards on
one banner; various vintage and new Boston
Red Sox items, including a signed baseball by
pitcher Garrett Whitlock, as well as game tick-
ets donated by both the Portland Sea Dogs (AA)
and Worcester Red Sox (AAA); homemade jams
& jellies made by Andover’s Janet Platz; bottles

WwoobD(©wooD

of wine; Christmas in July; a basket for kids; and
two special baskets filled with goodies relating
to both owls and mermaids.

A sheet of 26 tickets is available for a $10 do-
nation. Tickets are available through Aug. 1 dur-
ing the library’s open hours: Monday-Thursday,
10 a.m.-7 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The drawings will be held Monday, Aug. 3, at
5p.m.

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
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tion. “What we need to do ... is have a group
meeting with all of the residents that are im-
pacted,” he suggested.

Streeted said individual meetings may work
better because compensation and restoration
needs could differ from property to property.

The board agreed that newly appointed Selec-
twoman Randazzo’s engineering and landscap-
ing background could prove valuable during
those discussions.

New Permitting Procedures Considered

Board members reviewed proposed changes
aimed at giving town officials more notice be-
fore community events requiring permits. Ma-
guire said organizations that plan ahead make it
much easier for the town to coordinate services.

“We've always tried to accommodate every-
body;,” he said. “But it does become problem-
atic,” he expressed, when organizations request

for permits at the last second.

He suggested the town may eventually charge
fees when last-minute permit requests require
significant staff time. “I think that this is some-
thing that we desperately need,” Maguire said.

Other Business

Earlier in the meeting, resident Stephen King
thanked the town for donating a commemo-
rative bench during the Andover Sportsman’s
Club’s recent 250th anniversary celebration.

“We've got that displayed at our upper club-
house,” King said. “It was a good day overall
with some great turnout.”

Streeter also announced the hiring of Kate
McCarthy-Cox as the new assistant director at
the Community and Senior Center.

“She has a lot of experience, brings some en-
ergy and I think she’ll be very valuable,” said
Streeter.

School Bathroom
Project on Schedule

By Toriana Williams

The bathroom renovation project at Ando-
ver Elementary School remains on schedule
despite the unexpected finding of asbestos and
construction issues that increase the project’s
cost by more than $36,000.

According to Board of Education Chair
Caitlin Greenhouse, construction has contin-
ued to progress and that crews are still expect-
ed to finish before the start of the school year.

“There are four weeks left on the timeline,”
Greenhouse told the Rivereast. She added that
the project is “currently on track” to be com-
pleted on time with “no expected additional
cost over what was already identified”

According to Greenhouse, all of the plumb-
ing rough-in work has been completed, in-
cluding drains and connections for the toilets.
The plumbing inspection has also been suc-

cessfully completed.

Crews have poured the new concrete floor
and have begun framing the new walls and
installing sheetrock. During the coming week,
workers are expected to finish the remaining
concrete work before beginning wall tile in-
stallation and applying the epoxy flooring.

Greenhouse’s latest update shows that the
additional expenses have remained close to
earlier estimates. She reported that asbestos
removal and required safety inspections have
cost about $30,000, while other necessary
change orders have added roughly $6,000.

The total additional costs now stand at
$36,761, bringing the contractor’s total project
cost to $246,947. The funds for the project are
coming from the elementary schools capital
account, Greenhouse said.

support from surrounding residential communities.
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664 Route 6, Andover, CT 06232: NEW BUSINESS? NEW DEVELOPMENT? Position your business or
investment in the heart of Eastern Connecticut with this highly visible commercial property located at 664
Route 6 in Andover, CT. Strategically situated along one of the region’s primary east-west corridors, this

site offers exceptional exposure, 13k daily traffic counts, and seamless connectivity to Columbia, Coventry,
Hebron, Marlborough, and Manchester-making it ideal for a wide range of commercial uses. This versatile
property presents a rare opportunity for retail, mixed-use development, professional office, medical use, or
service-based businesses seeking visibility and accessibility in a growing Central Connecticut market. Route 6
is a well-traveled commuter and commercial artery, providing consistent traffic flow and strong demographic

107 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248: Office space for your business, with tenants in place! Imagine the oppor-
tunity to have prime Route 66 space next to Dunkin Donuts, and across from CVS, with ~16,000 daily traffic
counts, and potential for increasing value. With approximately 2000 square feet of space available, this oppor-
tunity is perfect for owner user, or investor looking for solid in place income with upside!! Professional office,
Medical office or retail would be ideal for this site. MS- Main street district zoning has a mixed use overlay, and
allows for most business types.

8 Independence Drive #B, Marlborough, CT 06447: Buy in the path of progress!! Marlborough, CT is grow-
ing RAPIDLY. Imagine your medical practice, expand your current practice or professional business right here
in the heart of Marlborough CT. This office condo offers a lobby, receptionist space, 4 exam rooms, a private
restroom, and private office. Located off Route 66, this property offers seamless connectivity to surrounding
business hubs including Glastonbury, Hebron, Colchester, and East Hampton. The location provides excellent
regional access while maintaining a professional, low-traffic environment ideal for client-facing businesses.
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Gutter Brightening!
Eco Friendly! No Toxic Gutter
Cleaning! Ask about our Tiger
Strike Gutter Wipes.

Robyn Letourneau
REALTOR®

Cell 860-918-3945

Office 860-267-4481

Email robynletourneau@bhhsne.com
https://robynletourneau.bhhsneproperties.com [=]

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

NEW ENGLAND
PROPERTIES
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Well, it finally happened.

I finally got interested in soccer.

Previous World Cups have tried, and failed,
to get me into the world’s most popular sport.
I always resisted; they struck me as boring,
low-scoring affairs consisted largely of peo-
ple just kicking a ball back and forth to each
other.

But this year, they finally got me. I found
myself gathering at local watering holes,
cheering on different teams, jeering the refs
when theyd make bad calls or simply miss
calls altogether.

After the U.S. got eliminated, I was pulling
for England to go all the way. And they very
nearly did - but alas, the final wound up be-
ing Spain vs. Argentina. Still, in that matchup
I was rooting for Spain, so I was happy when
they pulled away with a 1-0 victory on Sun-
day.

It’s all over now, and as far as sports go I'm
back to watching the Mets trying to eke some
positives out of an otherwise-lost season. But
I've come away with a newfound interest in
soccer. I'm not sure if this will translate into
season tickets for the Hartford Athletic, but I
know for sure I won’t wait another four years
before watching another game.

* % %

A very interesting-sounding event is com-
ing up in Glastonbury next month.

The International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness (ISKCON) of Connecticut will
hold the Hare Krishna Chariot Festival Sat-

urday, Aug. 15, from 11:45 a.m.-5 p.m., at
Riverfront Park in Glastonbury. There’s no
charge for the rain-or-shine event, and all are
welcome.

The festival begins at 11:45 p.m. with Ratha
Yatra, a colorful chariot parade accompanied
by lively singing and dancing. The parade
route begins at the Hare Krishna Temple, 40
Naubuc Ave., in downtown Glastonbury, and
then proceeds along Naubuc Avenue to Riv-
erfront Park at 300 Welles St. All are encour-
aged to participate in this festive parade. Free
parking is available at the park.

Following the parade, festivities in the park
begin with a free vegetarian meal of delicious
Indian cuisine and drinks. Be entertained by
stage performances of traditional Indian mu-
sic, dance, and drama, and participate with us
in lively kirtan or devotional chanting. There’s
also fun activities, games, and face painting
for the children, and stylish henna body art
for all ages. Many Indian-style goods will be
available for purchase from vendors, featur-
ing books, music, clothing, jewelry, drinks,
vegetarian snacks, and more.

This is the 18th annual Hare Krishna
Chariot Festival presented by ISKCON of
Connecticut - and the seventh one held in
Glastonbury. Attending this outdoor event
provides an opportunity to sample the rich
cultural heritage of India firsthand, organiz-
ers said. Over 1,500 visitors from Connecti-
cut, western Massachusetts and beyond at-

Editor’s Desk continued on page 10
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Serving Up More Than

Meals!... Earlier this year, congregants of Gilead Congrega-
tional Church launched “Gilead to Go Meals,” a partnership with Hebron Interfaith
Human Services (HIHS). Since March, 197 homemade meals have been provided!
Pictured are some of the 27 volunteers from Gilead who have come together to prepare
meals. From left are Dale Bland, Alice Marien, Jan Andrews, Carol Geyer, Laurie Lar-
son, Jeanette Bare, Margaret Gibbs and Teresa Olio. The program is taking a summer
break during July and August before returning to Gilead Church this fall. If you'd like
to get involved, contact the church office at gcc@gileadchurch.net or 860-228-3077.
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Bulletin Board

I saw on the news last week where Congress was interrogating some bozo who wants to be
U.S. Attorney General. I no longer follow these hearings in any detail as it seems to me that
they consist mainly of blowhards grandstanding for the cameras on the one side, and evasive
toadies on the other. Some folks may find it entertaining. I find it tedious.

However, I do think, given the opportunity, that I could be an outstanding evasive toady.
Were I on the hotseat, I think it might go something like this:

Senator: Mr. Hallas, it says here that you were a Boy Scout during the Vietnam War, main-
tained a C- average in high school, make occasional insignificant donations to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital and the Salvation Army, prefer dogs over most people and own a cell phone
that’s so out of date it belongs in the Smithsonian.

Me: In all modesty, that would be me, your munificence. Or I. Me. I think the proper usage

is me. Isn't it?

Senator (responding with a steely glare). So, let me ask you something.

Me: I'm pretty sure it's me.

Senator (preening): Let’s cut to the chase, shall we? Are you gay?

Me: No, sir. I've lived in New England practically my whole life. So 'm a Red Sox fan. I
mean, unless you don’t like the Red Sox, in which case I prefer your team. Unless it’s the Yan-
kees. I mean, I want this job, but I'm not going to suffer eternal damnation for it.

Senator: I asked if you are gay. G-A-Y.

Me: Oh, I thought you said, “Are you from LA?” Am I gay? Not at the moment, your mu-

nificence. If I seem a little giddy, it's because I'm kind of nervous. I'm not sad or anything, but
I wouldn’t say I'm gay, exactly. I mean, considering the solemnity of these proceedings, I think
it would be inappropriate to cavort joyfully in the aisles singing “If I Were a Rich Man,” despite
my hopes of obtaining top tier health insurance and unlimited travel, all at taxpayer expense.
If that happens, you can be sure I'll be pretty gay. My whole family will be.

Senator (giving it up): You mention riches. Are you a rich man, Mr. Hallas?

Me: I'm rich in friends. I'm rich in being married to the most wonderful person in the
world and having two adoring sons who moved out of state so they wouldn’t have to shovel
my driveway in the winter. I guess I wouldn’t change anything, except maybe I'd buy a better
snowblower.

Senator: No. I mean do you have a lot of money?

Me: Oh. Well, I have enough money to live modestly, your munificence, but not enough to
feel especially gay about the economic situation in this country. Maybe it would be different
if I'd gone directly into politics without having a real job. That seems to be the road to success
these days. You know, you start off in a log cabin or the projects and after about six months
in political office you own a townhouse in Washington and a place on Martha’s Vineyard. But
sadly, I've never had the opportunity to squander other people’s money.

Senator: You do not have a law degree.

Me: No, sir. But I've been sued so many times, I've got more court time than most attorneys.
This may come as a surprise to you, but not everyone finds me particularly amusing. So, I am
not entirely unacquainted with the vagaries of the judicial system.

Senator: And if this eminent body were to confirm you, would you affirm a woman’s right
to choose?

Me: Well, your munificence, it’s been my experience that women pretty much choose to do
whatever they want anyway. They certainly don’t seem to feel they need my approval. I remem-
ber once my wife asked me if I wanted to put the sofa...

Senator: No. I mean would you support a return to the rights once guaranteed by Roe vs.
Wade?

Me: Would that be shad roe or Skid Row, sir?

Senator: I mean abortion, you idiot.

Me: Oh. I see. Well, sir, after spending the last several years watching the characters involved
in this clown show you call a government, it’s awfully hard not to be pro-abortion. So, I'd have
to say I'm for it. If you guys keep rejecting term limits, 'm thinking legalizing euthanasia
might not be a bad idea, either.

And, I guess that would be the end of that.

Maybe I'm not cut out for politics after all.

Jim Hallas

Correction

In the story in last week’s Rivereast on the
Colchester budget, the amounts listed for
the 2025-26 adopted budget were incorrect.
The projected expenditures were reported
instead.

The actual adopted budget for 2025-26 to-
taled $65.38 million, not $65.76 million as re-
ported. The adopted town operations budget
was $18.09 million and the adopted school
board budget was $47.30 million. Therefore,
the proposed $68.72 million 2026-27 budget
is a 5.1% increase over last year’s budget. The
town operations proposal is a 7% increase
over last year, and the Board of Education’s
proposal is 4.4% over last year.

The Rivereast regrets the error.

Best Old Home Day Ever!
To the Editor:

Without question, the best Old Home Day
ever! The parade was hysterical - everybody
did a marvelous job! Perfection: EHPA, EHAA,
EHFD, OHD organizers, civic groups, even
good food. Total organization — no problems,
everybody safe, great entertainment, great
weather.

All the 17’1 chickies tries to outdo each other.
Moms and Dads, we are hipper than hip. Espe-
cially our cops, first responders - all the best.
Everybody had a great time!

Chris Burt
Lake Pocotopaug, East Hampton

Vote Yes for Both Budgets
To the Editor:

Please vote ‘yes’ for both the Colchester bud-
gets on Tuesday, July 28, at the Colchester Town
Hall, from 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

A combined total of $1.66 million has been
cut from the budgets with $1.5 million coming
from the BOE budget.

There have been significant school adminis-
trator cuts. The elected officials, school admin-
istrators and teachers are taking unpaid fur-
lough days. School administrators are taking a
pay freeze. There are reductions or changes to
some school programs, including the elimina-
tion of academic coaches.

Under some reorganization, the school and
town finance offices are to share staff, reducing
staffing overhead and increasing oversight. The
public works department will see cuts in main-
tenance positions and capital improvements.

The following have not been cut in this phase
of reductions: school music and sprots pro-
grams, library hours, and public safety.

Colchester is your town, show your support
for maintaining our quality of life here by voting
‘yes’ on the town budget on Tuesday. The chil-
dren are yours and the nation’s future; support
them by voting ‘yes’ to the school budget.

If you need an absentee ballot, they are avail-
able at the town clerKk’s office.

Nancy Nelson - Colchester

Note: Nelson is a member of the Colchester
Board of Education but said she is writing as an
individual.
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Colchester Budget
To The Editor,

The sob story given to Rivereast on the budget
hearing does nothing to alleviate the pain youre
going to feel in your pocket if you allow this
budget to pass. In reality what the BOE, BOF
and BOS have cut is peanuts in a $68 million
budget.

These are the same people who knew of the
shortfall in the BOE, but said nothing and then
pushed for the $20 million ego-driven turf field
that benefits no one. I strongly suggest if you al-
ready haven't, watch the CBS Sunday Morning
episode of July 19 online if you can. They did a
piece on grass that they use for the FIFA games;
they don’t use artificial due to an increase of
injuries and that plastic turf breaks oft and can
be inhaled. This adds to the health problems
caused by the plastics we use everyday.

They obviously have not done their home-
work on this, so why should they be trusted
with an inflated budget and our tax dollars and
don’t forget the Sullivan deal.

Frank Grande - Colchester

Question
To the Editor:

One vote, and one question, from 2023.

That year the Connecticut House passed
House Bill 6569, which raised the marriage age
to 18 with no exceptions and ended child mar-
riage in our state. The state Senate had already
passed it unanimously: every Democrat and ev-
ery Republican. Connecticut became the ninth
state to close the loophole.

Our representative, Steve Weir, voted no.

Here is the question. The entire state Senate,
of both parties, agreed that children should not
be married in Connecticut. What did Rep. Weir
know, or believe, that every one of those sena-
tors did not?

I am not asking rhetorically. There may be
some explanation. But on a bill to end child
marriage, one so broadly accepted that the Sen-
ate passed it without a single dissenting vote, the
people of this district deserve to hear, in his own
words, why their representative said no.

Sincerely,
Kim Goldberg - Hebron

The Bandit Has Rebranded
To the Editor:

Readers may recall last December’s dispatch
on the “Blue Bottle Bandit” — the mystery mo-
torist who spent over a year tossing partially
empty 12-packs of Bud Light Platinum onto the
westbound shoulder of Old Hartford Road near
Gallery Cinemas.

After a brief pause, the peace is over. The car-
tons are back - but our man has had a rebrand.

Gone is the Platinum. In its place: Truly Hard
Seltzer, tossed in the same spot, on a similar ca-
dence. Same commute, out the same window,
same disregard. Only the can has changed - and
with it, apparently, the man. Somewhere along
the way, he shattered - just like the shards of
blue glass he left behind.

Because let’s be honest about what this switch
says. Platinum was a working man’s beer —
pickup truck, contractor stickers, 6% ABV, no
apologies. Truly is a fruity, low-calorie seltzer
built for people with small hands and who want
a buzz without the beer belly. Somewhere be-
tween last December and now, our guy traded
his tailgate persona for a lite seltzer and a soft
personality. Maybe it was a health scare. May-
be it was a new girlfriend with opinions about
his liver. Maybe he just watched one too many
wellness influencers and decided “cracking a
cold one” now means something with a splash
of black cherry. Whatever it was, he still can’t
be bothered to drive his own trash to a garbage
can.

Somebody in his life clocked this shift. Who-
ever shares a fridge, a car, or a life with this man
watched the Platinum disappear and the Truly
move in. If that’s you, or if you just know a for-
merly-Platinum guy who’s gone soft on Truly
and still commutes west on Route 2, Colchester
Police would love to hear from you.

Which brings me to those whod know bet-
ter than anyone: our local package stores. You
know the regular who grabbed Platinum ev-
ery week like clockwork, and you’ve probably
clocked the exact week he switched to Truly.
That kind of brand loyalty - and brand betray-
al — doesn’t happen quietly at a small package
store. A quiet, anonymous tip to Colchester PD
(860-537-7270) or their online tip form would
help. You don’t owe this guy discretion just be-
cause he’s loyal to your cooler. Your regulars are
your reputation — choose wisely which ones
you protect.

Phillip Alexander - Colchester

Re: Other People’s Money
To the Editor:

Commenting on Colchester’s proposed
budget, Frank Grande paraphrased Margaret
Thatcher, that the problem with socialism is that
you eventually run out of other people’s mon-
ey.. The problem with Thatcher’s witty remark
is that all governments are funded by the gen-
eral population of that town, state or country to
fund their government for the common good.
Nothing about that is unique to socialism.

The only questions are what level of services
the government will provide for its residents
and how it will raise funds from those residents
to fund those services. Governments are sel-
dom funded by user fees. People without chil-
dren pay taxes to support public schools. Young
adults pay taxes to fund senior centers. People
who own land in a community, but live else-
where, still pay taxes to plow the roads.

Margaret Thatcher’s government taxed its
people and often spent money in ways some of
Britain’s subjects disagreed with. When she took
office in 1979, Britain’s national debt was about
83 billion pounds. When she left office in 1990
the national debt was about 197 billion pounds,
more than doubled. That well-known socialist
Ronald Reagan inherited a $930 billion national
debt in 1981. During his first term he increased
it to $1.82 trillion, more than double. By the end
of his second term the debt was $2.86 trillion,
four times the debt he inherited.

As a resident of Hebron, I have no dog in the
fight over spending in Colchester, but glib put-
downs with little relationship to the real world
don’t enhance the debate.

Brien Brown - Hebron

Budget Suggestions
To the Editor:

Last week’s article from Rivereast staff about
the East Hampton budget failing again high-
lighted interesting points. The article noted
“second iteration came in $600,000 lower on the
town side, and $250,000 lower on the education
side, as compared to the initially proposed bud-
get” The reader will observe the general govern-
ment budget of $19,699,909 sacrificed the most
($600,000 affecting the entire town), while the
education budget of $39,900,937 gave up a pal-
try $250,000.

The superintendent is quoted by the town
manager as saying “the BOE is facing loss of
some programs and possibly loss of teach-
ing positions” No mention of alternatives. Mr.
Hintz correctly pointed out since “it (education
budget) represents over two-thirds of the over-
all budget, it should bear a larger share of any
necessary cuts,” yet the BOE steadfastly refuses
to consider any actions other than cut programs
and teachers.

And the town manager complimented the
superintendent “on the work he has done to
communicate with community members about
the education budget” What communications
would that be? The communications on the
email list of parents with children in the school
that is not shared with the rest of the town? Or
the constant refrain stating “it would be hard to
find ways to achieve the desired cuts without
cutting into programs or teaching positions”. Or
the suggestions for alternative funding that the
entire town can review..wait..those don’t exist
either.

To help the superintendent and the BOE, here
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* Tools ¢ Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns ¢ Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
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* Fire Dept » Advertising Signs & Much More

Gall Donald Roy 860-874-8396

are more suggestions in addition to ones already
put forth by various taxpayers. State stabiliza-
tion aid, which could provide $100 million to
$150 million to local districts. Explore federal
grants, bonds, and non-governmental funding
sources to bridge financial gaps. Faculty and
staff turnover, reduced paid working days, sala-
ry reductions or freezes, and salary adjustments
(84% of the budget should provide some oppor-
tunity). Elimination of middle-school sports,
consolidate administrative positions, reduce
professional/technical services, contracted ser-
vices and other purchased services, all budgeted
items that are being ignored. Why are the BOE,
BOE and the superintendent not “communicat-
ing” about these and other suggestions?

The town officials are apparently choosing
to not listen, or make any serious effort to get
beyond cutting teachers or programs. They will
stick to the strategy to take no substantive ac-
tion, make dire threats of educational weak-
nesses, provide meaningless platitudes, and wait
for the voters to give up.

We can still vote ‘no’ until you take serious
action.

Regards,
Bob Yenkner - East Hampton

Budget Referendum

Considerations
To the Editor:

As chair of the Colchester Board of Finance, I
encourage every voter to carefully consider the
upcoming Board of Education and town budget
referendum scheduled for Tuesday, July 28th.

The referendum is about more than a single
number. It reflects the choices our community
makes about affordability, municipal services,
educational opportunities, and our long-term
quality of life. These priorities do not always
align perfectly, which is why the budget process
requires difficult decisions and thoughtful com-
promise.

This year, the Board of Finance undertook
one of the most rigorous budget reviews in de-
cades. After the first budget referendum where
both budgets failed, the board undertook a new
round of extensive public meetings, depart-
ment presentations, and detailed analysis, and
approved the largest single-round budget re-
ductions made in many years — totaling $1.66
million. That reduction brings the tax mill rate
increase below the level of inflation. These re-
ductions were not made lightly, and some dis-
agree with services that will be lost. However,
we recognize the financial pressures facing
many residents and understand the importance
of keeping taxes as affordable as possible.

At the same time, our community rightly val-
ues strong public services and excellent schools.
The quality of our schools influences not only
the experiences of our students but also the at-
tractiveness of our town to families considering
where to live. Likewise, the services provided
by our Town departments contribute to public
safety, infrastructure, parks, senior programs,
and the overall quality of life that residents ex-
pect.

Reasonable people may disagree on where the
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While Zillow can be a helpful starting point, relying on a Zestimate to price your
home can lead to costly mistakes.

A Zestimate is generated by an algorithm using public data and recent sales. It
doesn’t walk through your home or know if you've renovated the kitchen, replaced
the roof, finished the basement, or have a premium lot with exceptional privacy.
In some cases, a Zestimate may be close. In others, it can be off by tens of thou-

The biggest risk is using that estimate as your asking price.

If a home is priced too high, it may receive fewer showings, sit on the market lon-
ger, and eventually require price reductions. Buyers often become hesitant when a
property lingers on the market.

The most accurate way to determine value is by comparing recent sales, evaluating
competing listings, and considering the unique features of the home. That’s the
same process professional appraisers use.

Online estimates can provide a general idea of value, but they shouldn’t determine

A pricing strategy based on today’s local market is far more likely to attract buy-
ers, generate stronger interest, and produce the best possible outcome.

balance should be struck. Some will feel the re-
ductions should have been greater. Others will
believe additional investments are warranted.
Both perspectives deserve respect. The Board
of Finance’s responsibility is to seek a balance
between fiscal responsibility and maintaining
the services that support a strong and vibrant
community.

As you prepare to vote, I encourage you to
look beyond headlines and consider the broad-
er implications of your decision. Reflect on the
level of services you wish to receive, the kind of
school system you want to support, and what
will best position our community for the future.

Most importantly, please take the time to
vote. An informed and engaged electorate is es-
sential to good local government.

Karen Belding, Chair
Colchester Board of Finance

Note: Belding said she is submitting this letter

in her capacity as Board of Finance chair.

Colchester, Please Vote ‘Yes’

Colchester Friends:

If you care about critical services provided by
the town, if it matters to you to maintain excel-
lence in our schools, you must please make time
to vote in favor of both budgets at town hall
Tuesday, July 28.

Your vote is needed to minimize cuts to both
schools and the town.

This budget includes large reductions to try
to offset the tax burden to all our citizens and
any further cuts will have a massive effect on
teacher staffing levels, educational programs
and vital town services we use every day.

The town and schools have done their part
and made recommendations to save money
while trying to keep the high level we all de-
mand from them.

It is time to do our part.

Please vote ‘yes’ Tuesday, July 28.

Respectfully,
Vincent Rose - Colchester

Protect Colchester
To the Editor:

Lately it feels like we don’t know what to ex-
pect or what we can count on. We hesitate to
hear the national and world news because, all
too frequently, it makes us feel unsafe and in-
secure. That is why, more so than ever, it is im-
portant to protect our own special microcosm
we've built together and call home - the town
of Colchester — where we can count on schools
educating our kids, open space and recreational
facilities to enjoy, senior/social/youth services,
reliable public safety, and maintained infra-
structure.

I am not going to sugarcoat it -- it’s been an
especially challenging budget season that’s re-
quired “tightening the belt” to the tune of $1.6M
in reductions since the budgets failed in May.
In response to public feedback on declining
enrollment, two administrative positions have
been cut in our schools, coaching positions have
been eliminated, openings due to attrition won’t
be filled, and BOE administrators’ pay is frozen.

See Letters, page 6

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

Why Pricing Your Home Based on Zillow Can Hurt Your Sale

When homeowners start thinking about selling, one of the first places they often

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes
* 6 homes sold

o Average sale price: $535,333
« Average sale-to-list ratio: 103%
« Average days on market: 12 days
» Median days on market: 6 days

Condos
« 1 sold at $290,000
« Sale-to-list ratio: 100%
o Average days on market: 16 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

Our dedicated teachers and town staff, includ-
ing the first selectman, are willing to sacrifice by
taking unpaid furlough days. Some school pro-
gramming will change and town maintenance/
capital improvements will be reduced, but over-
all, the new proposed budget does not signifi-
cantly hurt us; band, sports, and services to the
public remain untouched in this proposal. But
they are at risk if these budgets fail. Good news
is that the move to re-combine the town and
BOE finance offices will actually help us save
money and increase oversight.

The sooner we move on from this budget sea-
son, the better, so we can feel secure and know
what the next fiscal and school years hold. Un-
fortunately, we cannot control inflation and it
affects the costs to run our town, but at least
now, the new tax rate proposal, at a 3.5% in-
crease, is in line with it. August is the time to get
excited about Colchester’s new school year and
settle into fall, not worry about how the next
round of budget cuts is going to make life less
comfortable or predictable.

Please join me in voting ‘yes’ to both budgets
on Tuesday, July 28, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. at Town
Hall, or by absentee beforehand in the Town
Clerk’s office so that together we can keep our
little town of Colchester a great place to live.

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden - Colchester

Note: Swyden is chair of the Colchester Demo-

cratic Town Committee.

Duty to People
To the Editor:

When I think of strong leadership, ability to
stand up to adversity comes to mind. Being able
to show compassion, empathy, and most impor-
tantly, have courage. When I watched the Board
of Finance meeting on Monday, I witnessed all
of these characteristics. I applaud Dan Finn for
his strong words at the end of the meeting for the
town to look into the homestead exemption for
families struggling with the recent revaluation
process. He showed great compassion for the
community fighting to stay within their homes,
and the courage to make a statement with con-
viction that this process must go forward.

And then, I witnessed the complete opposite.
Alison Walck asked where the balance would
come from. Commercial, second homes, in-
come properties, were the answer. The very
properties that just received a windfall of a tax
cut. She asked if Dan had spoken to the business
community about this. And with confidence
and conviction he replied he has spoken to the

people who are struggling! How completely out
of touch can one person be? To suggest that for-
profit organizations need more handouts, to im-
ply that commercial entities are more important
than people struggling, people who can’t just
pass the buck.

Lastly, it was also encouraging to see Dave
Caterisano and Ted Turner ask of their Republi-
can counterparts to give actual answers and not
just the typical buzzwords of lower or cuts. Dave
said it very well: they are a board of seven, and
should come to their decisions on somewhat
of a bipartisan basis. I hope, moving forward,
the community can come together and find the
budget satisfactory.

Rick Wanat - East Hampton

Rural Characters
To the Editor:

Freund’s Farm (East Caanan, CT) has been
at the forefront of innovative manure manage-
ment for over two decades. They utilize com-
posted cow manure from Canaan View Dairy to
produce nursery pots, which are biodegradable
planting pots for gardens. This sustainable prod-
uct has earned national recognition, including
features on TV shows like Dirty Jobs and Shark
Tank  (tinyurl.com/Valueof CTDairySources).
Pots like these add nutrients and organic matter
to our soils while reducing the amount of plastic
found in landfills.

Generations of farmers and fishermen listen
closely to the Mother of all mothers. Most respect
land and sea. However, many now find them-
selves forced to share vital ecosystems. Sharing
vital ecosystems with uninformed populations
often means unwanted disruptions in the food
chain including loss of land. The USA has be-
come a nation who wants it all, and wants it now,
no matter the cost to fishermen, farmers or the
planet. We have increasingly become a people
who do not tread lightly even on our own soils.

In the past five years I've had the distinct
pleasure of meeting farmers from surround-
ing towns. We've had interesting conversations.
One tough old coot laughed and said, “Ask most
people where their food comes from. They’ll tell
yah.... the supermarket!“ They laughed so hard
I thought their sides would split. Politics, soil
types, drainage, nutrition, education, sustain-
ability, land preservation, eco systems, business,
town planning and more, these rural characters
understand all the connections. They are, in
fact, quite similar to John and Abigail Adams
and Thomas Jefferson, intelligent hard working
people with a vision for their country and their

farms. It's been an honor, but its also been a bat-
tle protecting the water and historic acres on the
Raymond Brook Watershed here in Amston. A
watershed local farmers know more about than
almost any political figure or developer I've
heard of or heard from.

Its no wonder We the People have such an
outstanding Declaration of Independence. It
was drawn up by Renaissance people who, like
many farmers today, knew how to make their
own compost, build barns, raise livestock, grow
food, read, write and think. Their passion was
contagious. “Since 1776, there have been ap-
proximately 120 declarations of independence
made by different countries and different peo-
ples” www.monticello.org. These brilliant rural
characters, from generations ago, were onto
something good and that goodness starts right
under your own feet. #savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston

Vote ‘Yes’ in Colchester
To the Editor:

I am writing to support our town and school
budgets. I care about the kind of community we
live in. I don't have kids but I did graduate from
Bacon Academy. Students today deserve the
same opportunities I had then. If this budget
passes, the BOE will have to absorb $1.5 million
in cuts since the last referendum. That’s on top
of the cuts made from before the referendum.

It’s easy to forget that over $1.3 million had
already been cut before that first referendum.
The BOE cut hundreds of thousands of dollars
from the superintendent’s original proposal. It’s
the first time I've ever seen a Colchester BOE
cut a superintendent budget by that much. Then
the Board of Finance cut the school proposal
by another million dollars in April. That means
the school budget we are voting on Tuesday is
almost $2.9 million less than what was first pre-
sented in February.

That’s a huge change.

In my opinion, the schools have done a pretty
good job under the new superintendent reacting
to all of this. The cuts they are planning manage
to preserve most programs and cut back on ad-
min costs. There is only so much runway on that
before they start cutting staff or programs that
will have a big impact on kids.

When it comes to the town, the argument is
even easier. Colchester’s town budget is com-
paratively small. Cuts always end up hitting
maintenance and we pay for it later.

The tax rate is less than inflation. I'll be voting
‘yes’ for both the town and school.

John Dwyer - Colchester
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246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, « 860-826-6374

You Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.
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Filet Mignon

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,

Lunch & Dinner menu
Www_portofinosrestaurantct.com

Order- 860-826-63

% (No Minimum)

[ rits
Restawurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Brought to you by the owners of
Portofino’s in Berlin

Our Dining Room is Open
Wednesday through Monday
11am to 9pm

.
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Weekly Specials*

— For Dine-In Only ——

Military Mondays
15% Off Food. Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with
your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food. Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID

*Ask server for more info if needed

.
e | Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

CIT6-25-26

Proud of Colchester
Dear Neighbors and Friends:

This budget cycle has not been easy. It is no
secret that many people are feeling the strain of
today’s economy, and the budget being present-
ed in this referendum reflects that reality.

On the Board of Education side, the proposal
includes approximately $1.5 million in cuts,
including reductions to school administration,
the elimination of a principal and an assistant
principal position, additional staff reductions,
and a shared principal model between CES and
JJIS.

On the town side, the budget includes unpaid
furlough days for elected officials and admin-
istrators, reductions to seasonal and part-time
staff, and cuts to road maintenance and tree re-
moval.

The reality is that there is very little left to cut
without significantly affecting either the educa-
tion of Colchester’s children or the services our
residents rely on.

The Town of Colchester provided my now-
adult children with an excellent education and a
community they are proud to call home. I want
today’s children and future generations to have
that same opportunity.

Please vote ‘yes’ on July 28 to support a re-
sponsible budget that preserves the quality of
our schools and the essential services that make
Colchester such a special place to live.

Jo-Ann Holmes - Colchester

Defund Colchester
To the Editor:

Every spring Colchester does the same exer-
cise. We build a budget, then we take it apart.
Line by line, meeting after meeting. We debate
$200 in printing paper inside a $50 million bud-
get. We cut, we trim, then we cut some more.

This year education took the biggest hit. Real
cuts, not accounting tricks. At this point there
is nothing left to remove except services people
actually use.

And still, some folks want massive reduc-
tions. Here’s the tell. Our most dedicated budget
critics do their homework. They request every
document. They speak at every meeting. They
know the numbers cold.

And after all that digging, not one of them has
named a single cut. Not a line. Not a dollar. Just
“cut more”

If the people who read every page can't find
the non-essentials, maybe that’s because there
aren’t any.

So let’s call the demand what it is. “Cut more”
with nothing to cut isn’t fiscal responsibility. It’s
a plan to defund Colchester. The schools, the
services, the town itself.

The budget on the ballot is already the cut
budget. Vote yes on July 28. Don’t defund Col-
chester.

John Farrell - Colchester

Support Both Budgets
Dear Colchester Neighbors:

On Tuesday, July 28, T ask you to join me in
supporting both the town and Board of Educa-
tion budgets. As first selectman, it should come
as no surprise that I support our Town budget
that covers departments I oversee such as pub-
lic works, fire/EMS, police, Cragin Library, and
youth, social, and senior services. I believe the
reductions we made, including unpaid furlough
days for elected officials like myself and depart-
ment heads, are prudent responses to the eco-
nomic environment while preserving services
residents rely on.

As a fellow resident, I want you to know that
I also support the latest proposal from the BOE
to fund Colchester Public Schools next year.
In May, residents voted down the BOE budget
two-to-one. After that vote, I heard many resi-
dents express three main concerns: 1. The tax
impact was too high...2. Administration was
too top-heavy...3. General concern over finan-
cial oversight.

I believe each of these concerns has been ad-
dressed, and the latest proposal deserves our
support.

On taxes: The new proposed mill rate increase
is below inflation at 3.5%. The Board of Finance
made the largest cut to the combined budgets in
at least the last 15 years. Since 2010, the average
amount cut after a failed referendum the aver-
age total of cuts across multiple failed referen-
dums has been about $485,000. These cuts are
three times larger than that at a combined $1.6
million.

On reducing administration, the Board of
Education has approached their $1.5 million
in cuts with a focus on minimizing impacts to
students. They are listening to resident feedback
by cutting an assistant principal at Bacon Acad-
emy. JJIS and CES will share one principal. This
is on top of administration pay freezes.
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The BOE also agreed to share finance depart-
ment staff by merging the Town and School de-
partments. This shared-services model reduces
administrative overhead, but more importantly
it strengthens financial transparency and over-
sight. The BOE represents almost 70 percent of
Colchester’s combined budget. A shared office
will restore important checks and balances. It
will give the Board of Finance improved insight
into how the BOE is operating within their ap-
proved budget so we can plan for the future.

My professional focus remains on the town,
but as a resident I support Colchester Public
Schools.

Sincerely,
Bernie Dennler - Colchester

Note: Dennler is the Colchester first select-

man, but said he is speaking as an individual.

Another Successful

America 250 Activity
To the Editor:

On Sunday, July 19, 26 people gathered at
the Marlborough Arts Center to hear a pre-
sentation by town resident Drew Golfin called
Money in the U.S. Colonial and Confederation
Period. Golfin had a PowerPoint presentation
that guided his extremely expert knowledge of
the subject. Each slide was the jumping point to
amazing facts and information which the audi-
ence admitted they knew little about. One fun
fact concerns our current coinage — our “penny”
is truly not referred to correctly, as “penny” re-
lates to British currency. We have the “one cent
piece” (although it is no longer being minted).

For 90 minutes, Golfin relayed fact after fact
and was entertaining as well as knowledgeable.

This program was sponsored by the Marlbor-
ough America 250 Committee as yet another
way to give the people of Marlborough a year’s
worth of activities to enjoy.

The committee would like to thank the Marl-
borough Arts Center for generously offering
the use of their facility. Please mark your calen-
dars for the next presentation on Aug. 1st at the
Senior Center at 2 p.m. It is entitled “Framing
American Democracy - Radical Roots,” pre-
sented by docent to the Wadsworth Atheneum,
Christi Moraga. Here you will take a virtual tour
of the Wadsworth’s exhibit and explore Con-
necticut’s role in America’s story through art.

Each “learning activity” includes a raffle tick-
et toward winning the coveted 1803 one cent
piece at Marlborough Day on August 23rd. You
must be present to win. Bring your raffle tickets.
Drawing is at 2 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Bourbeau, Co-Chair
Marlborough’s America 250 Committee

More Than a Budget
To the Editor:

Every budget season, we spend a lot of time
talking about numbers. As a father, I've found
myself thinking less about the numbers them-
selves and more about what they represent.

My children attend Colchester Public Schools,
and like many parents, I get to hear about their
day when they come home. They tell me about
teachers who make learning fun, friends they’ve
made, and the activities theyre excited to be
part of. Those experiences don't just happen,
they’re possible because of the people who show
up every day and because our community has
chosen to invest in our schools over the years.

As taxpayers, we should absolutely ask ques-
tions and expect accountability. That’s part of
the process. But as parents and community
members, we also have to recognize that pro-
viding a quality education takes resources. The
challenge has always been finding the right bal-
ance.

I've seen a lot of discussion about this year’s
budget, especially around whether it should be
called a “budget increase” or “budget cuts.” De-
pending on what youre comparing it to, both
descriptions can be true. For me, though, that’s
not the most important question. What I care
about is what this budget actually means for our
students, our teachers, and our schools. If addi-
tional reductions are made, what programs, ser-
vices, or opportunities could be affected? Those
are the questions I hope every voter takes the
time to consider.

Colchester has always been proud of its
schools, and for good reason. Strong schools
benefit all of us. They help prepare our children
for the future, strengthen our community, and
make Colchester a place where families want to
live and stay.

I also believe it is important to recognize that
a strong school system is only one part of what
makes Colchester a great community. Our town
budget supports many essential services that
residents rely on every day, including public

safety, infrastructure, community programs,
and the people who help keep our town run-
ning. Supporting a responsible town budget is
an investment in the overall health and future of
our community.

No matter where you stand on the budget, I
encourage you to take some time to learn about
it before casting your vote. Read the information
that’s been shared, attend a meeting if you can,
ask questions, and look beyond the headlines to
understand what the numbers actually mean.

The July 28 referendum is an opportunity for
every resident to have a voice. Whatever your
position, I hope you’ll take the time to vote. Our
students, our schools, and our community de-
serve an informed and engaged conversation.

Kyle Calash - Colchester

Comments, Concerns

for Hintz
Mr. Hintz:

It has become apparent that you are the pri-
mary elected official behind the ‘no’ votes. It
also has become apparent that the BoE does
not agree with the long list of non-compulsory
items that the superintendent has put forth for
cuts. I cannot believe at this point that the su-
perintendent would recommend these items if
there was other “waste” to trim. That would be
unethical.

Regarding the town budget which also failed,
what the BoF attempted to secure from the 2nd
referendum was preserving road maintenance
(without adding additional debt), officer posi-
tions (so that the town wouldn't be paying more
in OT), fire chief vehicle (because of risk to
safety), and senior services (for our aging com-
munity). Again, based on the additional discus-
sions the BoF had, it doesnt seem like there is
fat to trim.

I have not heard specific suggestions from
you on what needs to be cut, but instead posts
and letters saying the various boards need to
do their job. It seems to me that they have, and
what they are telling you is there is nothing left
to cut without severe consequences.

Ultimately, what is your goal? What is the
number that you would support to pass? Tell
your community what you think is in excess;
otherwise, it would appear that you would also
agree that there is no significant waste and that
our town is just getting priced out due to infla-
tion, state mandates and national government
climate that we have no immediate control over.
Please be honest with our community about
this.

I think it is important for us to understand
your position and that distinction, vs. continu-
ing to build mistrust in our elected officials and
our superintendent. What is your perspective
for the future of this town if we continue to cut?

Cristal Chan - East Hampton

Full Menu
Served Daily
11Aam-10PM

‘ﬁ\\hﬁnp

.

An Ode to a Road

To the Editor:

Pot holes, tar snakes, loose macadam galore,

Our roads, overused and broken but hardly
ignored.

One chunk and then another and before too
long

They patch ‘em, seal ‘em and determine their
fate

DPW works hard to keep patches on top of
patches

Sealing cracks and crevasse over and over

Making a rough road for travel.

Macadam quilts, uneven and worn, that’s the
town-wide sight

Oh so forlorn.

We voice our complaints, and another year
goes by

Funds for roads get slashed once again - oh
my.

Plow or shovel, tamp or seal, just another
temporary fix.

The words major repair, rebuild or chip seal
are suggested

Whose costs are too dear.

Then the funding is slashed and

Another year goes by patch on patch, fill the
cracks,

Sweep up the chunks and hope the winter is
an easy one

And the road will still be here

When the snow melts and the

Asphalt plants reopen for the year.

Alison Walck - East Hampton

Note: Walck is a member of the East Hamp-

ton Board of Finance.

Vote ‘Yes’ for Both
To the Editor:

Hello Colchester residents! As many of you
know, both the town and school budgets were
forwarded to a referendum to be held on Tues-
day, July 28th, at Town Hall, from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

We will need healthy participation from reg-
istered voters. Please take the time to come out
and vote. This vote will impact our town and
school services. The new mill rate is less than
the rate of inflation; an average of $18/month
per household.

$1.66 million has been reduced (town and
school combined); $1.5 Million is from the
school budget. Our town boards have made
every possible consideration to avoid impact-
ing “face to face” student services. The town
and school budgets include reducing school ad-
ministrators, implementing salary freezes, and
furlough days. Our town boards recognize that
people are experiencing difficult financial times.
Just as we, as individuals and families, draw up
our budgets and consider our priorities, these
budgets have been developed based on feedback
from us. Further cuts could impact basic town

ENTERTAINMENT

Call Ahead
for
WING

M ORDERS

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30Am

July 24™ “Dead Rider”
July 31st “Karaoke”

Fri.,

Fri.,
— 47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON - 860-228-8148 ————

To Go!

)
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LIGHTHOUSE
SEAFOOD&GRILL

Family owned & operated

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11AM - 8PM
Fri, Sat 11AM - 9PM ¢« Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Softshell Crab With
Bell Pepper Rings
and Coleslaw

$27

Call or stop in for a menu today!

662 Portland-Cobalt Rd

RE6-26-26
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Restaurant & Catering Service

and school services.

Given that this combined budget increase is
less than inflation, every effort has been made
to understand the hardships and concerns
people are facing. As a member of our senior
citizen contingent — I am on a “fixed” income.
I do attend board meetings whenever possible.
I want to see the “numbers” and the discussion
of priorities. I appreciate that the town residents
voted to support seniors and voted to build not
only a beautiful senior center but additional se-
nior services. I feel it is important to support
our school system and educate our next genera-
tions.

I am fully supportive of the proposed town
and school budgets. Please vote ‘yes’ for both
budgets on Tuesday, July 28th.

Thank you,
Joanne Rose - Colchester

We Must Do Better
To the Editor:

On July 14, our town showed us two deeply
concerning things about where we stand as a
community.

First, active community engagement is at an
all-time low. Out of more than 9,000 registered
voters in East Hampton, fewer than 3,000 cast
a ballot. Whether this stems from pure apathy,
poor communication, or a polarized climate
where people choose to disconnect from ex-
hausting political cycles, the result is the same:
we are letting a fraction of the town decide the
future for the rest of us.

Second, compromise has been entirely re-
jected. Our representatives proposed budget
reductions that were remarkably reasonable
— keeping cost increases below half the rate of
inflation. This budget would have expanded se-
nior services, repaired our deteriorating roads,
and kept our schools competitive.

Instead, we allowed a loud, anti-tax narrative
to control the conversation, convincing neigh-
bors that cutting government spending is the
only path forward. But the idea that slashing
taxes solves our struggles is an illusion.

What we pay collectively in taxes would cost
thousands of dollars to secure individually on
the “free” market. Just as retail giants buy in
bulk to keep prices low, government allows us
to pool our resources for wholesale purchasing
power. We cannot pave our own roads or fund a
school system individually.

An investment in public education isn't just
for parents; it benefits everyone. Strong schools
correlate with higher property values and lower
long-term income tax burdens, lower crime
rates and increased lifetime wages, improved
quality of life for seniors, fostering a connected
community that combats chronic isolation.

I don’t want higher taxes. Like many of you, I

See Letters, page 10
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Outside Dining

— Online Ordering — I
www.ginamariesct.com

Try one of our freshly
round in-house

Steak
Burgers

1
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Any Large
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860.852.5189 I

Portland, CT

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT
Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm

860- 228 9375 I
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Art Display at Town Hall

Marlborough Arts Center announces Linda
Gottas solo art exhibit at the Marlborough
Town Hall. The exhibit runs through the end of
July.

For the past two and a half decades, Gotta
has dedicated her life to the art of pastel paint-
ing, although she has also explored working in
watercolor and acrylic. Her compositions often
feature landscapes of farms, beaches, and wood-

lands, as well as intimate views of flowers, ani-
mals and birds.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in
the Town Hall’s hallway. For inquiries regarding
Gotta’s paintings, contact Barbara Lazzari in the
Town Hall’s tax collector’s office or call Marl-
borough Arts Center at 860-467-6353 or email
info@marlborougharts.org.

Taxes Due Aug. 3

The first installment of taxes for the Oct. 1,
2025 Grand List for real estate, motor vehicles
and personal property were due and payable on
July 1, and will become delinquent on Monday,
Aug. 3.

Failure to pay on time will be subject to in-
terest of one and one-half percent per month
reverting to the due date or 18% per year. If you
do not receive a bill, check online at www.marl-
boroughct.gov bill lookup or contact the Tax
Office.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collector,
Town of Marlborough, P.O. Box 29, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447, placed in the dropbox outside
of Town Hall (no cash), or in person at 26 North
Main St. via cash or check only. (Note: credit
card payments cannot be accepted in person).
You may also pay online www.marlboroughct.
gov with Mastercard, Visa or ACH.

Tax Collector hours are Monday, Wednesday;,
Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 8:30
a.m.-7 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon.

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day
Camp: For grades K-7. Weekly through Aug. 14,
at Blish Park. Campers will enjoy camp games,
arts & crafts, swimming, sports, field trips and
special events. All campers are supervised by
counselors and lifeguards trained in CPR/First
Aid. Fee per week is $185/resident, $195/non-
resident.

Swim Lessons: All lesson levels are offered.
All lessons are held at Blish Park. Fee per week
is $65/resident, $70/non-resident.

Family Beach Yoga Night: For ages 3-10.
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 5:30 p.m., at Blish Park.
Enjoy family-friendly yoga games/crafts, fol-
lowed by a post-class sweet treat. Bring your
own yoga mat or towel. Parent/guardian must
be present. The class is geared toward children

ages 3-10 and their families, but all kids are wel-
come. Registration fee is $25/resident, $30/non-
residents.

Skyhawks Mini-Hawk Camp (Soccer, Base-
ball and Basketball): For ages 4-6. July 27-31,
9 a.m.-noon, at MES. This multi-sport program
teaches children the essentials of each sport. Fee
is $150/resident, $155/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up.
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park.
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Events: Birthday Club: July birthdays will be
celebrated Tuesday, July 28, from 1-2 p.m. with
cake. Open to all friends and family. It doesn’t
have to be your birthday month to celebrate, but
if it is, RSVP.

Chair Yoga: Next session 8/4, 8/11, 8/18,
8/25. Cost is $35/residents, $40/non-residents.
RSVP by 7/31.

FABBS Exercise: The August session of the
Flexibility, Agility, Better Balance and Strength
workout class runs Mondays, Aug. 10-31, from
10:45-11:45 a.m. each week. Movement and
exercises are drawn from body building, yoga,
ballet and more. Instructor Hilary Celentano.
Cost is $35/residents, $40/non-residents. RSVP
by Aug. 7.

Celebration of Mint: Friday, July 31. Ex-
plore various varieties of mint, learn how to use
mint in several different ways, and create a mint
simple syrup to add to shaved ice to enjoy as a
summer treat. Cost is $10/resident, $12/non-
resident.

Encore Club: Wednesday, Aug. 5 12:30-2
p-m. This special Encore club features Albert
Ruggiero and his heartfelt presentation, “Pearls
from Carol” - a collection of essays, stories, and
poems written by his late wife, Carol. Albert will
share selections from the book and discuss the
journey of preserving and celebrating Carol’s
legacy through her words. Afterwards, he will
perform on his saxophone. Light refreshments
will be served. The event is free.

Mindfulness with Mary: Thursday, Aug. 6,
10-11:30 a.m. Start your morning with a mind-
ful meditation session. Mary Klatt is a senior
living advisor for Oasis Senior Advisors Central
Connecticut. This program is free.

Caregiver Support: Monday, Aug. 10, 4-5
p.m. All are invited to this presentation about
Careforth and the support available to family
caregivers in Connecticut. Learn what services
eligible caregivers may receive. Light refresh-
ments served.

Exploration Station: Sensory Play: Tuesday,
Aug. 11, 10-11:30 a.m. Marlborough Senior
Center and Richmond Memorial Library are
teaming up for a special drop-in program filled
with sensory activities and play for you and
your grandchildren.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: Oct. 8. Enjoy a
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen
to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-
piece Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s
flagship store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is
$158/person. More information available at se-
nior center.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program:
Electronic benefit card, preloaded with $40. For
use at participating farmers markets to purchase
fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, honey, and
fresh cut herbs. Use at the Marlborough Farm-
ers Market every Wednesday. For Marlborough
residents only. Income limit: Household 1 -
$2,461/month, Household 2 - $3,337.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for
the complete transportation policy.

Social Services: Food Bank: Located at 3
Wilhenger Drive, and can be reached at 860-
295-6008. There is an open house Tuesdays
from 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m. The food bank
is open to qualified residents in need.

Eversource: There are low-income discount
rates available for electric bills. Proof required;
by appointment only.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based
on a graduated income scale and the amount of
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone)
made in the calendar year prior to the year in
which the renter applies. For more information
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For
application assistance, call the senior center.
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

The Sperry Creek Bluegrass Band will per-
form July 24 at the 4th Friday evening @ the
Arts Café, hosted by the Marlborough Arts
Center. The center is located at 231 North
Main St.

Sperry Creek is a five-piece acoustic blue-
grass band based in central Connecticut that
formed in the summer of 2020. The band fea-
tures musicians who all share a passion for
bluegrass and alternate on lead and three-part
vocal harmonies.

Bluegrass Band at Arts Center

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $15 per person.
BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Other non-al-
coholic beverages are available. There is on-
site parking, and Marlborough Arts Center is
fully accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.
org or call 860-467-6353. Marlborough Arts
Center is a nonprofit regional center for the
arts.

Japanese Sumi-E Painting Workshop

Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St.,
will offer a half-day workshop in the Japanese
art form Sumi-E. on Saturday morning, July 25.

Makers of any ability level will be guided
through an art experience that embraces zen,
simplicity, and imperfections. Instructor Chris-
tine Allison will teach three brush strokes with
practice exercises. You will create your own
Sum-E paintings with bamboo, leaves, florals
and landscapes.

Allison is an art educator and artist from
Connecticut. She is the art teacher at Marlbor-

ough Elementary School and was honored to be
the 2024 Connecticut Art Education Associa-
tion Teacher of the year.

This class is ideal for teens and adults. Chil-
dren 8 and up must be accompanied by an
adult. It is being held in the lower-level class-
room of the arts center.

Cost of the class is $65, plus $10 for the brush,
which you keep. All materials are provided. To
register, go to Marlborougharts.org and click on
the class link.

For more information, call 860-467 6353.

Info on Upcoming Primary Election

A Primary Election is coming up this August.
The Democratic Party will hold a primary for
Governor, and the Republican Party will hold a
primary for state senate.

To participate in the primary, you must be
registered in one of the two major parties. If
youre currently unaffiliated, you can change
your registration up until noon on Monday,
Aug. 10, either online at voterregistration.ct.gov
or in person at Town Hall by requesting a form
from the town clerk or registrars of voters.
Forms must be received by noon Aug. 10 to be
eligible to vote the next day.

If you switch parties during Early Voting
(hours below), you must do so in person by
completing a new registration form at the office;
you may then vote the following day.

Unaftiliated voters who switch parties to par-
ticipate in the primary, can switch back by sim-
ply filling out a new voter registration card.

You are eligible to vote in the primary if you
will be 18 by Nov. 3, 2026, and are registered in

either the Republican or Democratic party.

The registrars of voters will be available to
help with in-person registration on the follow-
ing dates: Friday, July 24, 5-7 p.m., or Monday,
Aug. 10, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Other dates may be
available; call to schedule a time.

If you have mobility issues, curbside voting is
available during Early Voting and on Election
Day. Call our office on 860-295-6166 to arrange
it.

Early Voting will take place at Town Hall
(Conference Room) between Aug. 3 and 9.
Hours are: Monday, Aug. 3, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Tuesday, Aug. 4, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Wednesday,
Aug. 5, 10 am. to 6 p.m.; Thursday, Aug. 6, 8
a.m. to 8 p.m,; Friday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Saturday, Aug. 8, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sunday,
Aug. 9, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

On Primary Election Day, Aug. 11, the polls
will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Elementary School.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible
School will be Aug. 10-14, from 9 a.m.-noon
daily. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details
may be found on the church website. Cindy
Bryan, Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead
the programs for grades K-10, to include a high
school youth group. Registration for the new
academic year will be during the summer. Stay
tuned on the church website with further infor-
mation.

Community Outreach and Service: The
Community Giving Garden is starting up and
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. In July, the church collects for
its backpack and school supplies drive. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

North Main Street

Closure
North Main Street will be closed to traf-
fic on Wednesday July 29th from 8:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. between Chapman Road and
Hodge Road. The Detour Route is Chap-
man Road to Edstrom Road to Hodge
Road.

HIC 0641273
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ENTERPRISE LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENT °

(860) 995-8596

Showroom:
35 West High St
East Hampton, CT 06424
Email: andrew@pielallc.com
Website: www.pielallc.com

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

Oour Services:

REMODELING

Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space

+ Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections

« Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -
Tailored to your needs

CIT 4-2-26
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Bakery Marks One Year

By Toriana Williams

One year ago, Chef Sandy Squillante took a
leap of faith.

After spending decades in the restaurant
business, she traded late nights behind a res-
taurant stove for early mornings surrounded by
fresh bread, doughnuts and espresso. On July
18, 2025, she officially took over Marlborough
Bakery & Café with a plan to transform it from
just a bakery into a place where people felt at
home.

As the bakery celebrates its first anniversary
under her ownership, Squillante sat down with
the Rivereast and took a look back on a year full
of long days, unexpected challenges, plenty of
laughter and a community that embraced her
from the very beginning.

“For the most part, it's been good,” said Squil-
lante. “Every business is a roller coaster, and in
this business, it's peaks and valleys”

She admitted the first year wasn't always easy
— with the wintertime in particular being tough-
er than anticipated.

“Ive been in [the food industry] my whole
life ... so it’s been a learning curve for myself
and the team that came here with me,” she said.
“We always expected January or February to
drop ... but because of the weather on top of
everything else, it was something else. Now, it’s
catch-up time”

Despite those challenges, she smiled as she
looked around the café.

“On the whole, the place is busy;” she said.
“The numbers have been wonderful, catering is
really picking up. It’s been good.”

That optimism is classic Squillante. With her
unmistakable New York accent, quick wit and
colorful personality, she fills the bakery with
as much energy as the espresso serves. Dur-
ing conversation, she jumps easily from talk-
ing about new menu items to cracking jokes to
checking on customers.

That enthusiasm has definitely helped shape
the bakery into exactly what she hoped it would
become.

“We didn’t just want to be a bakery;” she said.
“We wanted to be seen as a café. We wanted our
lunches to soar”

When Squillante first arrived, the bakery sold
only a handful of lunches each day. Since then,
she has expanded the menu, added grab-and-
go meals she calls “From Our Kitchen to Yours,”
grown the catering business and started selling

baked goods wholesale to other businesses.

“We wanted that to build up,” she said. “That’s
happening quickly”

While Squillante has spent a lifetime in kitch-
ens, owning a bakery has been an entirely new
experience for her.

“There’s so much to learn,” she said. “Baking
times, recipes. ... It's a whole different thing.
This is math”

Squillante shared that restaurant style cook-
ing can be much more forgiving.

“My type of food, you can go by your taste, as
long as the customer likes it””

Fortunately, she said she has never been
alone.

“I have a great team,” she smiled. “People love
our counter staff. They’re all young, they’re vi-
brant. They have fun with people. I turn up the
music, so we're all rockin”

Squillante believes the bakery’s success be-
longs to everyone who works there. “This isn’t
my business - it’s theirs,” said Squillante. “The
more success that comes to me, the more suc-
cess comes to them.”

The first year also came with financial sur-
prises. “We had to spend a lot more than what
we anticipated when we came through the
doors,” she shared.

Still, she refuses to dwell on setbacks. “T've
been blessed,” she said. “We've overcome 90% of
everything?”

More than anything else, Squillante credited
Marlborough residents with helping the bakery
succeed.

“This community is phenomenal,” she said.
“They have welcomed us with open arms and
been a huge support” That support has meant
more than strong sales.

“What makes me happier than anything is
all the comments, all of the reviews,” she said.
“We've made great friends”

Building relationships has always been one
of Squillante’s biggest priorities. When the
Rivereast first visited shortly after she purchased
the bakery, she said she wanted customers to
feel like they were walking into her home in-
stead of simply buying breakfast. One year later,
she believes that vision has become reality.

“[Customers] tell me it’s very welcoming,
very comfortable,” she said. “I come out to al-
most every table if 'm not tied to the stove.
It’s very important to make everybody feel like
they’re important, because they are important.”

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver. here is no nursery care or
Sunday School in July and August and resumes
in mid-September. Children are always wel-
come at the worship service. The Christian Ed-
ucation team has provided quiet activity bags,
found in the narthex, for the youngest children
to borrow and enjoy at summer services and
bulletins with word games, mazes, and picture
finds for Sunday school-age children.

July 26: The service will be led by Seaver. Her
sermon title is “Nothing?” based on Romans
8:26-39. After worship all are invited to Coffee
Hour in the Thienes Lounge for snacks and re-
freshments.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

PUCH
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in
July and August and will reopen in September.
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith
community and all are welcome. The church
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary. Donations can also be made through the
church website, or mailed to the church at PO.
Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her
at pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact
the church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

[ HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT8-3 |
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Under New Ownership

o

Marlborough Bakery & Café Chef Sandy Squillante and Pastry Chef Sebastian, shown here,
have been embracing social media, as a way to help grow the restaurant. They went viral in a video
where they reenacted the vibes of the Godfather, pretending to puff on a cannoli while snow flur-
ried down. The video, to date, has received over 17,000 views on Instagram and Facebook.

That philosophy goes beyond the bakery
walls, too.

“We're there for schools,” said Squillante. “If
the town needs anything, were right there”

She has also embraced social media, where
hilarious videos featuring Squillante’s larger-
than-life personality and close relationship with
her employees have become favorites among
their followers.

“My daughter told me, ‘You have no idea -
social media will make you or break you,” said
Squillante. “And it’s true. Social media works for
us!

The bakery’s online presence has helped in-
troduce new customers to its food, but anyone
who walks through the doors will quickly dis-
cover that Squillante herself is the biggest at-
traction.

She jokes with customers, laughs with em-
ployees and somehow keeps dozens of ideas
moving at once.

Among those ideas are a new menu, expand-
ed catering services, Friday night live cooking
shows on the bakery’s YouTube channel, and a
smoker that will bring new barbecue items to
the menu. Even with so much, she said she’s still
learning.

Dean’s List

Marlborough residents Summer Acabchuk
and Ethan Demosthenous made the spring 2026
Dean’s List at the University of Tampa in Tampa,
Fla.

Acabchuk is a member of the Class of 2026,
majoring in finance. Demosthenous is also a
member of the Class of 2026, majoring in ac-
counting.

Residents Graduate
The following Marlborough residents recent-
ly graduated from Quinnipiac University:
Taylor Bartoski, who received a Master
of Science degree in public relations; Kaden
Hutchins, Bachelor of Science degree in health
science studies; Ethan Meyer, who received a
Master Business Administration degree in man-
agement science.

Thinking About Off Season Travel?

* Less crowded, less expensive = %
but still iconic.

e Escorted or Independent
or In-Between? :

O

Gall Hebron Travel to put the pieces together
for you and personalize your travel experience.

Hebran Travel

61-B Main Street, Hebron, GT 06248
860.228.8221

hebrontravel@cs.com
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“Its all a guessing game the first year,” said
Squillante.

Looking back, there is only one piece of ad-
vice she would give herself on her first day as
owner.

“Take a deep breath. Pull back and watch for
a little while,” she began. “And just know that,
no matter what, you're going to make this work?”

As Marlborough Bakery & Café enters its sec-
ond year, Squillante isn’t slowing down. Instead,
she’s just gearing up for bigger and better things.
The bakery will celebrate its anniversary during
the second week of August with giveaways, con-
tests and special events for customers, all an-
nounced on their Facebook page.

For Squillante, though, the biggest celebra-
tion is the people who made it possible.

“I am so grateful to each and every one,” she
said. “Although I can’t thank each and every one
personally, I am so grateful”

As Squillante likes to remind customers every
day, “there’s always room for one or two more”
at her table - and after a successful first year,
Marlborough seems happy to pull up a chair.

Marlborough

Farmers Market

Zinas Cucina is hosting the Marlborough
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct.
14, from 4-7 p.m. Attendees can expect live
music and artisanal goods such as goat milk
soaps, fresh fruits and vegetables, baked
goods, a variety of crafts and more.

The market will be held on the Marlbor-
ough Town Green, and the first 100 shoppers
will receive a free Marlborough Farmers tote
bag. Produce farms selling at the market will
also be accepting WIC and senior vouchers.

:Marlborough
Lawn & Tree

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal
Senior Citizen
# Discounts
Stump Grinding
~ Dumpsters
Available

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

LIKE US ON Over 30 Years Experience

860-220-3786
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* Letters, cont. from page 7

have property tax bills sitting on my refrigera-
tor that I am struggling to pay. But as precious
as those dollars are, I know they have far more
purchasing power when pooled together for the
common good than they do in my pocket alone.
We must honor our social contract. If we re-
fuse to invest in ourselves, East Hampton will
shrivel like every other community that chose
individual hoarding over collective prosperity.

We can, and must, do better.
Jordan Werme - East Hampton

A Vote Worth Missing
To the Editor:

State Rep. Steve Weir shared some news on
Facebook this month: in his four years at the
Capitol, he has never missed a vote. All 650 re-
corded votes of the term, and he was present for
every one. That is true, and it deserves credit. It
is also true of Speaker Ritter, of our neighbor
Rep. Tim Ackert, and of 35 other members of
the House, none of whom made a graphic about
it. Showing up is the job, and roughly a quarter
of the chamber does it perfectly. But grant him
this: he shows up.

Which is just the trouble with a perfect atten-
dance record. It means every vote is a choice. No
gaps, no sick days, no “I missed that one” When
our representative tells us he has never missed a
vote, he is telling us that everything on his roll
call was done on purpose.

Including June of 2023.

That month the House took up House Bill
6569, raising Connecticut’s minimum marriage
age to 18, with no exceptions. It ended child
marriage in this state and made us the ninth
state in the nation to do so. The Senate had
passed it unanimously: every Democrat, every
Republican, not a single dissent. The House
passed it 98 to 45, and the governor signed it
into law.

Steve Weir voted ‘no.

The bill did one thing. It said that children
cannot marry in Connecticut. Senators of both
parties found it an easy yes, all of them. Our
representative read the same page and found his
way to ‘no, and thanks to his diligence we know
it was not an accident. He was there. He heard

the debate. He chose.

Perfect attendance is an honor we mostly
give to schoolchildren. Protecting them would
have been the better one to claim.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and is a member of the
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Old Home Days
To the Editor:

Another successful Old Home Days weekend
is in the books!

On behalf of the Old Home Days Committee,
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our
dedicated committee members, who work year-
round to make this event happen. Their count-
less hours of planning and hard work ensure
that everything comes together seamlessly.

We are also deeply grateful to the many in-
dividuals, organizations, and businesses whose
generosity and support make Old Home Days
possible. We especially thank our sponsors, who
were recognized in last week’s RiverEast. Your
continued support is the foundation of this
community tradition.

I would also like to recognize the East Hamp-
ton Public Works Department for preparing the
grounds and parade route; our Police Depart-
ment, Fire Department, and Ambulance per-
sonnel for their on-site presence and support
throughout the weekend; the Center School
custodial staff; the Flannery family businesses,
whose contributions extend far beyond their
generous sponsorships; M&J Bus, DATTCO
Bus, Mike Scranton, Peter Freund, All Truck
RV, and the Connecticut Draft Horse Rescue.
Your willingness to lend your time, equipment,
and expertise is greatly appreciated.

Old Home Days truly is an all-hands-on-deck
community event, and its success is a direct re-
flection of the incredible people who come to-
gether to make it happen.

After four years as committee president, I
have decided to step back from a leadership role
and instead support the committee in a differ-
ent capacity. It has been an honor to help bring

Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

HYBRID PUBLIC INFORMATION
MEETING

State Project No. 0082-0317
Rehabilitation of the Middletown-Portland Railroad Bridge
over the Connecticut River in Middletown and Portland

Tuesday, August 4, 2026, 6:30 p.m.
Middletown High School
200 La Rosa Lane, Middletown, CT 06457

Attend & Learn More: portal.ct.gov/DOTMiddletown0082-0317

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn about

the proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments concerning

the proposed improvements. A Question & Answer (Q&A) session will immediately follow
the presentation.

This rehabilitation will increase the bridge’s load capacity and modernize its mechanical
and electric systems to provide reliable operation. The rehabilitation will also address the
replacement of the deteriorated fender system.

Right-of-way impacts are not anticipated.

Construction is anticipated to begin fall 2028 based on funding and permits. The estimated
construction cost of the project is $87 million. It is anticipated that the project will be fund-
ed through a combination of state and federal funds.

Members of the public can submit comments and questions during the two-week public
comment period following the meeting. Direct comments and questions by Tuesday, August
18, 2026, to DOTProject0082-0317@ct.gov, 860-594-2020, or Nicholas Martin at
Nicholas.Martin@ct.gov or 860-594-3609.

ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish translation services will be available in-person and virtually. The recording will
also be posted following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at: portal.ct.gov/
ctdotvpimarchive. Non-English closed captioning will be available on YouTube.

For audio only, call 877-853-5257 with Meeting ID 847 5269 7847. Project information can
be mailed within one week by contacting Nicholas Martin at Nicholas.Martin@ct.gov or
860-594-3609.

Individuals with hearing/speech disabilities can dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay
Services (TRS). Request language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance at 860-
594-2109 at least five business days before meeting.
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Old Home Days back following the two-year
COVID hiatus and after the loss of our iconic
leader and dear friend, Red McKinney. I am
proud that the committee is financially strong,
energized, and well-positioned to ensure this
cherished tradition continues to thrive for
many years to come.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this
year’s Old Home Days another memorable suc-
cess. I look forward to supporting this wonder-
ful event for years to come.

Sincerely,
John Tuttle, President
Old Home Days Committee

Time to Pay Your Fair Share
To the Editor:

I have followed the recent budget process in
East Hampton closely, including the vigorous
debate over proposed property tax increases.
Residents have heard strong arguments from
those urging a ‘yes’ vote for additional spend-
ing and those encouraging a ‘no’ vote to hold the
line on taxes.

One vocal advocate for increased spending
and a “yes” vote has been Meghan Rosenfeld,
the Democratic candidate for state representa-
tive. While she has correctly acknowledged on
social media that rising property tax bills are
real and the resulting frustration among resi-
dents is justified, questions remain about her
own contributions.

Public records show that since moving to East
Hampton in 2023, Rosenfeld has not paid any
motor vehicle taxes to the town — not in 2023,
2024, or 2025. Are her vehicles still registered
in Pennsylvania, which does not impose a com-
parable motor vehicle property tax? Will her
vehicles finally appear on the October supple-
mental grand list so she begins paying her fair
share? Connecticut law requires new residents
to register their vehicles with the DMV within
60 to 90 days of establishing residency. When
will that requirement be met?

Further review of tax records reveals that
Rosenfeld’s own real estate property taxes have
actually decreased during this period, even as
most East Hampton residents saw increases.

Town residents’ frustration is understand-
able, as Rosenfeld herself has noted. That frus-
tration turns to a bit more bitter, however, when
those urging others to pay more appear to be
paying less — or, in some cases, nothing at all.

David Balthazar - East Hampton

Working Together

for Colchester
To the Editor:

Over the years, Colchester residents of all
ages have worked together to address the needs
of our town, always considering the financial
impact. Working together, we've addressed the
renovation and expansion of William J. John-
ston Middle School (WJJMS) and built a new
senior center. Were renovating our athletic
fields and Rec Plex currently.

The staff that serve Colchester has committed
to sacrifices that will help us weather this diffi-
cult budget season. Town-elected officials, town
department heads, and our dedicated teachers
are all taking unpaid furlough days. Board of
Education (BOE) administration is taking pay
freezes.

The Board of Finance (BOF) has cut an ad-
ditional $1,667,890 ($1.5M from BOE on top of
the $2M that had been reduced from BOE). The
BOE has eliminated 2 principal positions and
isn’t filling teacher and support personnel posi-

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

tended the festival last year, organizers added
— and noted they expect even more this year.

Like I said, the event sounds interesting,
and fun too. For more information on it, visit
www.iskconct.org.

* ok %

July 24 is a pretty important day in Ameri-
can history. It's a day when the country really
started to put itself back together again.

On this date in 1866, Tennessee became the
first Confederate state to be readmitted to the
Union following the American Civil War. This
event was significant as it marked a pivotal
moment in the Reconstruction era, an effort
to rebuild and reintegrate the Southern states
after the war.

Tennessee’s readmission was contin-
gent upon its ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment, which granted citizenship and
equal civil and legal rights to African Ameri-
cans and former slaves. That happened the
week before the state was readmitted, accord-
ing to Politico.

It makes sense that Tennessee was the first

tions. Programming cuts will impact our educa-
tional system for years to come.

The town cuts to public works eliminate part-
time maintenance positions and reduce capital
improvements. Sharing finance office staff with
the BOE again will reduce staffing overhead and
increase oversight.

Without an approved budget, the BOE will
have difficulty starting school. Teachers are in
limbo, wondering if their positions or programs
face elimination. Parents worry about what will
happen to band or sports if there are more cuts.
The town side faces similar staff and program-
ming challenges.

We're asking you to support an average resi-
dential increase of $18/month or 3.5% - less
than inflation, to protect our quality of life.

Lets come together again, focusing on the
needs of our town and schools, and pass our
budgets on July 28th from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at
Town Hall. Lets keep Colchester moving for-
ward.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle - Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester
Board of Selectmen but said she is speaking as an
individual.

Dementia Talks No. 66
To the Editor:

Previously I shared that we brought Mom
home from memory care for a “Mom vacation.”

In this moment there is talk about bringing
Mom home for this stage of our Alzheimer’s ad-
venture (thank you JP for the new describer).

I have been asked “Why would you bring her
home? Isn’t the community working out?”

Each phase of Alzheimer’s disease is different
for each person. The person living with the dis-
ease goes through changes during each phase.
We, as families, go through changes, too. The
location where our loved one resides needs to
match up to where they are in the journey, what
they can do and not do, how safe they are, how
independent they can be, the list goes on.

Think of someone going to college. The per-
son may be suited to live on their own in their
own apartment, or in a house with a bunch of
roommates, or in a dorm. The student may have
aspirations of what they want, but the family
will have a say based on what the student can
handle. You need to match the person to the liv-
ing situation based on factors. This analogy is to
give perspective.

Back in July 2022, an apartment in an assisted
living community was the right match for Mom;
the first memory care community was the right
match for Mom; the second memory care com-
munity was the right match for Mom. These
moves were based on the need to provide a safe
and engaging (among other factors) environ-
ment for her and peace of mind for us.

We are at the point where one-to-one care
might be the better move; this isn’t something
that can happen in an assisted living or memory
care community unless you have extremely deep
pockets or a very rich long-term care policy.

So, we sit in a space where there is a possi-
bility that we will be where we started 10 years
ago, with Mom living in our home. The circum-
stances are extremely different, but the place is
loving and caring.

This adventure continues, as we never know
what today will hold.

Know that you, too, are not alone.

With peace and kindness,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hot Line 1-800-272-3900

See Letters, page 26

state to rejoin the Union - since, according to
Politico, it had been the last one to withdraw
from the Union, after a statewide referendum
on June 8, 1861.

Politico reported in a 2008 article that, an-
gered by the withdrawal, Tennesseans from
26 eastern counties met twice in Greenville
and Knoxville, eventually opting to secede
from Tennessee and remain in the Union. The
Legislature, however, denied their petition. It
sent a 4,000-man force to suppress their bid
to secede.

The battle didn’t end there though. During
the Civil War, many East Tennesseans waged
guerrilla warfare against the Southern cause
by burning bridges, cutting telegraph wires
and spying.

So it sounds like an awful lot of Tennesseans
really, really, really didn’t want the Civil War.
No wonder the state jumped at the chance to
come back to the United States.

* O

See you next week.
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across £
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!

. . ; : - . ) - e S _§ L . .
A Grand View... Tom and Chris Wilson of Portland took a cross-country trip to the
Grand Canyon in May, stopping along the way on old Route 66.

N

T
Center of the World... Vincent May and Brooke Vivero - Colchester residents, Bacon
Academy alumni and Eastern Connecticut State University students - recently visited
the Center of the World outside Quito, Ecuador - latitude 0.00.00 — and also at about
15,500 ft. above sea level at Cotopaxi Volcano, second highest active volcano in the
world. Great memories!!!!

Y4 ]

That’s Amore... Barry and Donna Goodwill recently took a trip to Venice - and The Paper at Peaks Island... Arnie Bishop recently snt the y on Peaks Islan
brought along the Rivereast! seeing the sights and having lunch while visiting family in Maine.

: ; i49? :
: Going on a trip? [ $25 GIFT C N
: Bring along the Bulletin! ARD |:
o Submit your travel photo holding the
l Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win g ) :
: a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if o7 Restawnans Ny
W your photo is one the four entries selected! - J & Lownge :
° a ine Itali n . . :
To enter, email your ppt.)to and \ 151 Marlboroighéitéeze(r;éag@c’gsmle J :
. address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com et tiand _J - o
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Carl Guild & Associates Welcomes New Realtor

Carl Guild & Associates recently announced
realtor Krystal Delorge of Lebanon has joined
the brokerage.

Delorge’s passion for real estate began more
than 20 years ago when purchasing her own
home in Lebanon. Inspired by the exceptional
experience she had with her real estate agent,
she knew she wanted to help others achieve
that same dream. Today, she is known for her
honest approach, strong communication skills,
and dedication to guiding buyers and sellers
through one of life’s most important milestones.

Before launching her real estate career, De-
lorge spent more than 12 years as a pediatric
dental assistant, where she built lasting relation-
ships with local families and developed the pa-
tience, compassion, and attention to detail that
continue to benefit her clients today.

“I chose Carl Guild & Associates because of
the honest, caring culture and the people,” said
Delorge. “The company’s values and vision for
the future align closely with my own, and I'm
excited to be part of a brokerage that truly puts
both its clients and agents first”

Broker and owner Carl Guild welcomed
Krystal to the team, saying, “Were excited to
welcome Krystal to Carl Guild & Associates.
Her dedication to her clients, genuine care for
people, and strong community connections
make her a wonderful addition to our broker-
age. She shares our commitment to providing
exceptional service, and I know she will con-

Krystal Delorge

tinue to make a positive impact on the buyers
and sellers she serves”

Outside of real estate, Krystal enjoys spending
time with her husband, Rich; their daughters,
Taylor and Ellie; and their three dogs, Charlee,
Moose, and Olive. She also enjoys vacationing
with family and friends, spending time at the
lake and pool, and relaxing by playing guitar
and singing.

For more information about Delorge or Carl
Guild & Associates, visit www.CarlGuild.com
or contact the brokerage at 860-813-2275.

The veterans groups of Colchester have an-
nounced the establishment of the Colchester
OIF/OEF Memorial Committee — and all are
invited to attend the committee’s first official
meeting on Thursday, Aug. 13, at 7:15 p.m.
at 95 Norwich Ave.,, to learn more about this
landmark project to honor local service mem-
bers.

This initiative represents a unified effort
between the Colchester VFW Post 6990, the
Colchester American Legion Post 54, and the

Veteran Groups Form Memorial Committee

Colchester Veterans Honor Guard. The com-
mittee’s mission is to oversee the site selec-
tion, architectural design, and fundraising for
a permanent monument dedicated to the resi-
dents of Colchester who served in Operation
Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and Operation Endur-
ing Freedom (OEF).

Interested residents are encouraged to at-
tend the Aug. 13 meeting to learn more about
the project and how they can contribute.

Absentee Ballots for Budget Referendum

Absentee ballots for the July 28 special bud-
get referendum are now available, in the town
clerk’s office. Absentee ballots will be available
through Monday July 27.

Those interested in applying for a ballot must
obtain an application in the town clerk’s office.
You must be a current Colchester voter or own
property valued at at least $1,000 in Colchester
at the time of the application.

After the town clerK’s office receives the com-
pleted application, you will be given an absentee
ballot to fill out.

Deadlines for submitting the fully-filled-out
ballot and enclosed envelopes: If delivered in
person, the ballot must be delivered to the Town
Clerk no later than the Monday before the refer-

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of
December.

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s
Role in the Revolutionary War” You can also
experience histories of people and places in the
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at
24 Linwood Ave,, is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org
or 860-537-3240.

Teen Intro to Genealo§y

The Colchester Historical Society is offering
teenagers a basic introduction to genealogy on
Saturday or Sunday, Aug. 1 or 2, from 10 a.m.
to noon.

Pick the day you would like to attend and dis-
cover the tools available to dig into your family
history. This program is free and open to middle
school and high school students, who can be
dropped off at the Colchester History Museum
or be accompanied by parents. It is advisable to
bring a laptop or an iPad/tablet to experience
first-hand the types of genealogical information
that can be found online.

If planning to attend, email mail@colches-
terhistory.org to indicate you are attending, as
space is limited.

endum, by 4:30 p.m.; if delivered in person by a
family member, or qualified designee (such as a
caregiver, family member, or police officer or reg-
istrar of voters), it must reach the town clerk’s of-
fice by the end of polls on Referendum Day; if put
in the Election Drop box in front of Town Hall, it
must be received by 8 p.m. on Referendum Day;
and if delivered by mail it must be received no
later than 4:30 p.m. on Referendum Day.

If you have any questions, call the town clerk’s
office at 860-537-7215.

Steak Dinner
at Polish Club

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society, at 395
South Main St., is hosting a steak dinner Sat-
urday, Aug. 15.

Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. and in-
cludes steak, potato, veggie, and a roll. Matt
will play music after dinner, from 7-10 p.m.
Tickets are $25 and must be purchased by
Aug. 8.

Stop by the club during regular business
hours to purchase your tickets.

Concert on the
Town Green

The Parks & Recreation Department’s annual
Summer Concert Series will wrap up Thursday,
July 30, from 6-8 p.m., on the Town Green.

The Colchester Continentals Fife and Drum
Corps will perform.

Guests are encouraged to arrive early to find a
spot and enjoy dinner from food trucks.

For more information, see the Parks & Rec-
reation event calendar at colchesterct.gov/
recreation-department or call the office at 860-
537-7297.

Bible Baptist Church News

Colchester Bible Baptist Church has a new
pastor: Scott Rosen, as of June 1. All are invited
for fellowship and to meet him.

Sunday School at the church is held at 9:30
a.m. Sunday morning worship service is at 10:30
a.m., and there is also a Sunday evening service
at 6 p.m. There is a Wednesday Evening Prayer
Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd.,
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. The pas-
tor’s email is pastor@colchesterbible.org, and
the church website is www.colchesterbible.org.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at
60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on
the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Summer Tag Sale: Friday, July 31, 4-7 p.m.
and Saturday, Aug. 1, 9 am.-2 p.m. All are in-
vited.

National Night Out

The Town of Colchester invites residents of all
ages to come together for an evening of com-
munity, family fun, and public safety at National
Night Out, taking place Tuesday, Aug. 4, begin-
ning at 6 p.m., at the Colchester RecPlex.

National Night Out is an annual community-
building campaign designed to strengthen the
partnership between law enforcement, first
responders, local organizations, and residents
while promoting neighborhood spirit and pub-
lic safety.

The evening will feature activities for the
entire family, including meet-and-greets with
local police officers, and other public safety
agencies, emergency vehicles and equipment
on display, family-friendly games and activities,
community organization and resource booths,

food available for purchase from local vendors,
DJ Montez, and an inflatable.

The celebration will conclude with a fireworks
display sponsored by Colchester Pizza, lighting
up the night sky in honor of America 250.

Residents are encouraged to carpool to the
RecPlex or use the free shuttle bus. The bus will
be running from JJIS to the RecPlex, beginning
at 6 p.m. Bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy
the festivities and stay for the fireworks finale.

Admission is free, and everyone is welcome
to attend.

For additional information, contact the Col-
chester Parks & Recreation Department at 860-
537-7297 or visit the Parks & Recreation web-
site or social media pages for event updates.

Land Trust Upcoming Events

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting
the following upcoming events. All are invited.
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third
Sunday of each month (weather permitting).
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This
event is led by board member and stewardship
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at:

kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m.
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.)
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27.
All are invited to stop by and learn more about
the land trust.

Musicians, Singers Sought for America250 Concert

Community members throughout Colches-
ter and surrounding towns are invited to take
part in a special patriotic community concert
celebrating America250 and the nation’s 250th
anniversary.

The community-wide musical collaboration
will bring together singers and instrumental-
ists for a fall performance featuring patriotic
and Americana-inspired music. Musicians of all
experience levels are encouraged to participate,
including members of local choirs, bands, or-
chestras, high school music programs, church-
es, and community organizations, as well as in-
dividuals who simply enjoy performing music.

This America250 celebration aims to unite

the community through music while honoring
the history, spirit, and traditions of the United
States.

Rehearsals will be held on Monday evenings
beginning July 27 and will continue throughout
the fall in preparation for the concert. The per-
formance date is expected to be a Sunday after-
noon in October.

Registration is required; however, there is no
fee to participate. Register at colchesterctrec.
recdesk.com/Community/Home.

For more information community members
are encouraged to contact Colchester Parks and
Recreation at 860-537-7297 or parksandrec@
colchesterct.gov.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has the following
upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior
center members and their adult guests over the
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or full trip descriptions,
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed - Annie and Lunch at Gelston
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House.
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow.
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-

ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple
occupancy).

Germanfest - Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy,
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost
is $158/person and includes transportation and
lunch.

Studio Two - The Beatles Tribute Band:
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club.
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20,
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is
$9,999 per person (double occupancy).
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Former Finance Director’s Case Sent Back for Review

By Toriana Williams

A Superior Court judge has sent former Col-
chester Finance Director Mary Williamson’s la-
bor case back to the Connecticut State Board of
Labor Relations, continuing the legal battle that
has stretched on for around two years.

The latest ruling came after the labor board
previously dismissed Williamson’s complaint.
Williamson appealed that decision, arguing the
board never addressed the core claims in her
case. The court has now sent the matter back to
the labor board for additional review.

Following the court’s decision, Fairness Cen-
ter Managing Attorney Anthony Holtzman
released a statement supporting Williamson’s
continued legal fight.

“Mary’s case has always been about account-
ability,” Holtzman said. “She alleges that after
she raised serious questions about the use of
public funds and other matters, town and union
officials worked together to strip her of union
protection when she needed it most. Mary plans
to continue fighting to vindicate her rights and
hold these officials accountable.”

The ruling does not decide whether William-
son’s claims are correct. Instead, it returns the
case to the labor board to consider issues that
Williamson argues were never fully addressed.

A Long-Running Dispute

Williamson’s legal battle began after she was
placed on paid administrative leave by First
Selectman Bernie Dennler in December 2023
while the town investigated allegations involv-
ing financial procedures and purchasing prac-
tices.

One day before Williamson was placed on

leave, the town of Colchester and the Municipal
Employees Union Independent signed a memo-
randum of understanding which stated that the
finance director position was not part of the
union bargaining unit.

Because of that agreement, Williamson was
not represented by the union during the disci-
plinary process that ultimately led to her termi-
nation.

Williamson has argued that the town and
union improperly removed her position from
the bargaining unit after she raised concerns
about the use of public funds and other issues
during the previous administration. She has
maintained that she was denied the union rep-
resentation she should have received.

The town and union have consistently dis-
puted those claims.

Complaint Initially Dismissed

The CT State Board of Labor Relations previ-
ously ruled that Williamson was a department
head under the Municipal Employees Relations
Act and therefore exempt from collective bar-
gaining. Because of that finding, the board dis-
missed Williamson’s complaint.

However, Williamson appealed the decision
to the Superior Court. She is arguing that the
labor board focused only on whether she was
a department head and did not fully consider
her claims that the town and union acted im-
properly.

Those claims allege the town and union im-
properly worked together to remove her posi-
tion from the bargaining unit and then refused
to represent her after she was placed on admin-
istrative leave.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, July 27: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
no Exercise w/ Anne today; 9:30 a.m., Movie
Time - Forrest Gump; no Sittercize today; 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Haircuts; 10:30 a.m., Healthy Foods
Series; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 12:30 p.m., Mah
Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, July 28: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Mixed Media Art -

Ahavath Achim
Chicken Barbecue

Congregation Ahavath Achim will hold
a takeout-only chicken barbecue Sunday,
Aug. 9, from 3:30-6 p.m.

Cost is $20 for a full dinner, which in-
cludes half a kosher chicken, baked potato,
coleslaw, dinner roll and cookies.

Orders can be taken over the phone - in-
cluding on the day of the event — at 860-
537-2809.

Chicken Barbecue
at Polish Club

The St. Joseph's Polish Society at 395 South
Main St. will be having a chicken barbecue Fri-
day, Aug. 21, from 5-8 p.m.

Tickets are $17 and include half a barbecued
chicken, baked potato, corn on the cob, and
salad. Dine-in and takeout are available. Mark
Reichard will play from 6-9 p.m. Tickets must
be purchased by Aug. 16.

Stop by the club during regular business
hours to purchase your tickets.

Colchester Cares
Meets July 29

Colchester Cares, a giving group that sup-
ports various causes in Colchester, will hold its
next quarterly meeting Wednesday, July 29, at 7
p.m., at the Carl Guild Community Room, 392
South Main St.

Colchester Cares members, who commit to
donating $100 a quarter, present current needs
in town and then vote on where to send the
group’s collective donations.

Colchester Cares always welcomes new mem-
bers. You can be a member without having to
attend meetings. Suggesting worthy causes, vot-
ing, and donating can all be done online.

For more information, visit www.colchester-
cares.org or follow the group on Facebook.

Landscapes; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Corn-
hole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo; 4 p.m., Tech Time with
Harry; 6 p.m., Journey with Joni.

Wednesday, July 29: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
9:30 p.m., Live Well; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring,
Hand and Foot Card Game, Sit & Be Fit Video;
1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.,
Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, July 30: no Exercise w/ Anne to-
day; no Sittercize today; 10 a.m., Wii Bowling;
11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling;
12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Needle-
work Club; 1 p.m., Aromatherapy Workshop;
1:15 p.m,, Bingo; 6 p.m., Ping-Pong.

Friday, July 31: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours,
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30
a.m., Choral Group, Americana Show & Tell;
11 a.m., Yoga; 11:30 a.m., Lunch Bunch - Casa
Martinaj; 1-3:30 p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15
p.m., Bingo.

BOYDEN
Fee e CO)

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

Xy

104 Music Vale One of only 7
dome homes in CT. Situated on
a flat 14 acre lot with a 28’x36’| %
barn. Possible future equestrian
use with open pastures or farming
on agriculturally significant land.
Reagy to occupy, just bring your livestock.
Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

LIST...
WE SELL!

The Superior Court has now agreed the mat-
ter should return to the labor board for further
review.

Investigation Led to Termination

While the labor dispute was unfolding, the
town conducted a separate investigation into
Williamson’s performance as a finance director.

The Board of Selectmen unanimously voted
in April 2024 to fire Williamson after review-
ing an independent investigation conducted by
Malliet Human Resources Consulting.

The report concluded that Williamson failed
to perform several important responsibilities
included within the finance director position,
including timely bank reconciliations and fi-
nancial reporting.

Investigators also alleged she authorized
around $8,000 in additional compensation for
herself without approval, received health insur-
ance benefits without paying the required em-
ployee contribution and approved purchases
that bypassed the town’s normal purchasing
procedures.

Williamson has denied any wrongdoing.

She previously said the vacation payout had
been approved by former first selectman An-
dreas Bisbikos, that the fire department pur-
chases had been authorized by the fire chief and
that accounting issues predated her arrival in
Colchester.

She also declined to participate in the town’s
investigation due to the pending labor proceed-
ings.

Political Motivation Disputed

Williamson’s case has also been tied to po-
litical tensions that existed during the previous
town administration.

While serving as finance director, William-
son raised concerns involving spending by
Town Clerk Gayle Furman. Those concerns led
Bisbikos to request an investigation by the Con-
necticut Attorney General’s Office.

Furman was ultimately cleared of any wrong-
doing.

Williamson has since suggested that events
surrounding those issues contributed to what
followed. Dennler, however, has repeatedly re-
jected any suggestion that politics played a role

$599,500 COLCHESTER
168 Waterhole Rd. Beautiful
3 bed Gambrel
windows, kitchen and flooring.
S-car heated garage. Beautifulgl
landscaped property. Don’t
wait! Move-in ready!

Call Scott for details

$524,900

Newer

$799,900

193 Main St. Beautiful home
close to Ivoryton Playhouse.
Ready to occupy. J dated
kitchen and 3 bath. Tastfuly
appointed. Come tour before
it’s gone!

occupy.

Call Paul for details
860-537-5400

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!

Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance
to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details.

COLCHESTER

8 Vicki Ln. Clean Ridgeview.
2 bed, 3 bath condo with
finished lower level. 1st floor
laundry, remodeled kitchen,
new acrylic baths. Ready to

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

in the town’s actions.

In his most recent statement on the case,
Dennler said, “As first selectman, I strongly
support the rights of employees to collectively
bargain and the Municipal Employees Relations
Act. In this case, the position of finance director
clearly meets the criteria for exemption under
MERA due to being part of management”

Dennler also disputed Williamson’s central
claim.

“The town strongly disagrees with any asser-
tion that Ms. Williamson ever held a union po-
sition with the town of Colchester and denies
all allegations she has made against the town,”
he said.

He added that the finance director position
has always been treated as a management posi-
tion.

“The position of town finance director is a
department head that is exempt from collective
bargaining under state law;” said Dennler. “The
job posting, job description and offer letter pre-
sented to and signed by Ms. Williamson under
the last administration showed the position was
non-union.”

Dennler also pointed to the earlier labor
board ruling and said, “The town, union and
State Board of Labor Relations have each held
the position as non-union.”

Quoting directly from the labor board’s earli-
er findings, Dennler added, “The ‘Complainant’
gave conflicting testimony regarding the extent
of her duties and responsibilities. However, we
did not find her testimony to be credible. ....
In this case, we find it difficult to reconcile the
Complainant’s recitation of her duties and re-
sponsibilities with the record evidence that she
was the town’s highest ranking financial officer,
including communications in which she identi-
fies her as ‘CFO.”

Despite the Superior Court sending the case
back to the labor board, Dennler remained con-
fident in the town’s position.

“I am confident that the underlying decision
of the SBLR will be upheld,” he said. “While the
case is pending, we will not comment further.
The case is covered by the town’s insurance car-
rier and has no impact on our legal budget”

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.

33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

STOVES & FIREPLACES - GAS, WOOD, OR PELLET + GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.
CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS
SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992
www firesidesupply.net
CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR

HOME PROJECT NEEDS

Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12”
Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers,
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Dirills, Hardwood Floor
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock
Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrenime.com

Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. * Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
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By Toriana Williams

Douglas Wolfram greeted the Rivereast as he
sat down to talk about his new apiary and mead-
ery, all with a smile that is impossible to ignore.
He’s energetic, friendly and eager to share what
he has learned. Within minutes of meeting him,
it’s clear that he loves talking about bees, mead
and the future he is building for his family.

Standing inside the new building that will
soon house both Forest & Vale Apiary and Wolf
Raven Meadery, Wolfram spoke of what he’s al-
ready put into the workshop and what the future
holds for it as well: years of planning, countless
hours of work and a dream finally taking shape.

“This is the definition of startup,” he said with
a laugh. “It’s scary, but it’s exciting too.”

Just a few years ago, Wolfram worked as an
auditor for the Connecticut Department of La-
bor. Before that, he spent years in the electrical
industry. Sure, those jobs provided stability, but
they weren’t where his heart was, said Wolfram.

“I've always wanted to own a business,” he
said. “T just never had that original idea. I want-
ed something that meant something”

That “something” eventually became bees,
mead - and a community.

Wolfram left his state job after the birth of
his daughter. While many parents face difficult
childcare decisions, he and his wife made one
that changed what their day-to-day life would
like forever.

“I couldn’t give her away five days a week,” he
said. “T just did not have that in me”

Instead, he became a stay-at-home dad while
investing his retirement savings into creating
Forest & Vale Apiary and Wolf Raven Meadery.

“We’re burning that candle at both ends,” he
admitted. “I'm liquidating my old retirement to
build this business. That’s scary, but this is what
we want”

During the conversation, Wolfram made it
clear that Forest & Vale Apiary wasn't just an-
other place to sell beehives. Wolfram shared
that he has a much bigger vision.

“Our business plan actually says our apiary
does not have a primary goal of generating rev-
enue,” he explained. “It exists to help new bee-
keepers, existing beekeepers and businesses in
our community.”

That idea surprises many people. Most busi-
nesses focus on growing sales. Wolfram wants
to grow beekeepers.

“I really want knowledge to be free,” he said.
“You need money to start beekeeping, and if you
have the money, you still need the knowledge
and experience””

If readers are interested in contacting Wol-
fram, information can be found on the apiary’s
website at forestandvale.com.

Eager to Help

Wolfram knows exactly how overwhelming
the beekeeping hobby can be because he expe-
rienced it himself. After years of research, Wol-
fram and his wife started their first hive in 2021.

“We did everything wrong,” he shared. “And
it died”

Instead of giving up, he learned from every
mistake. “If you do 50 things wrong, you've
learned 50 things not to do”

The turning point came when local beekeep-
ers began sharing information with one anoth-
er. “That’s when we got good,” he said. “Pooling

Ahavath Achim Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on
Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom.

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud
at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9
am.-4 p.m.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club
at 395 South Main St.

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer
camp and experience trips and other camping
activities they might otherwise have to miss due
to a family’s ability to afford the event.

all that knowledge - that was the missing key.”

Now he hopes to create that same support
network across Connecticut.

“I want to find experienced beekeepers in ev-
ery town around Colchester;” he said. “The more
people I know, the more people I can help”

Helping others is a theme that comes up
again and again when speaking with Wolfram.
He hopes customers buy their first hive from
him, but he also wants them to succeed long af-
ter the sale.

“I'll build the hive for free,” he said, pointing
to a nearby Flow Hive that had been recently
constructed. “I don't charge for my time because
right now I can do it, and it helps people”

He also offers hands-on lessons. “Nothing
beats hands-on experience”

Forest & Vale is one of only three authorized
Flow Hive resellers in the United States. The
Australian-designed hive allows honey to be
harvested directly from the hive without taking
the entire colony apart.

Wolfram believes the technology removes
one of the biggest barriers for beginners, and
is one of the least minimally disruptive ways
to keep bees. “It's the best way to start, he
said. “You don’t need a garage full of extracting
equipment. Everything happens right here”

Still, Wolfram never insists people buy from
him. “If someone wants to help pollinators and
never harvest honey, thats wonderful too,” he
said. “We want to help anyone who wants to be-
come a beekeeper”

That attitude carries over into his future mead
business.

Mead, which is made by fermenting honey
with water, is considered the oldest alcoholic
drink in the world. Although it dates back thou-
sands of years, many Americans have never
tasted it.

“Most people have no idea what mead is)
Wolfram said.

His own brand carries a special meaning “My
last name, Wolfram, means Wolf Raven,” he ex-
plained. “That's where Wolf Raven Meadery
comes from.”

Receiving his liquor permit recently marked
a huge milestone for him. “T waited ten months
for that permit,” he laughed. “You legally can’t
start brewing until you have it”

Wolfram also shared that he’s in no hurry to
rush bottles onto store shelves. “I age my mead,’
he said. “A lot of producers over-chemicalize
their products to get them to market faster”

Wolfram shook his head. “I wont do that.
Quality comes first”

Because of that commitment, customers will
have to wait. “The mead won't be ready until
next year;” he said. “Id rather make something
I'm proud of”

His dream doesn't stop there, either.

“I want to make a mead that’s entirely Con-

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.;
the Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

VBS at
Bethlehem Lutheran

Vacation Bible School at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church will be held Aug. 3-7, from 5-8 p.m.
each night - including a special kids’ perfor-
mance on Friday night. Children in kindergar-
ten through fifth grade are welcome.

The theme this year is “Baobob Blast” Crafts,
music, games, and activities will be offered. Sup-
per will be provided.

To register, see the form on Bethlehem Lu-
theran’s Facebook page, or call 860-267-4272.

Ladies Guild Offering Trip

to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring
a trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see
Joshua.

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse.

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849
for a single. Transportation will be on a deluxe
motorcoach. For more information, contact
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

Douglas Wolfram of Marlborough has recently opened a new aplary and meadery

Colchester Apiary Buzzes w1th a Purpose

business in Colchester. His goal is to grow bees, beekeepers and a community that can

gather to help one another succeed.

necticut,” he said enthusiastically. “Connecticut
honey, Connecticut spring water. Everything
local”

‘I Like It Small’

Even though he hopes the mead becomes
profitable, Wolfram isn't chasing rapid growth.
“I don’t want to be brewing a thousand gallons,”
he said. “T like it small”

His goals are refreshingly modest. “If we got
one Renaissance fair contract, Id be happy. I
don’t need more than that,” he said.

That same thinking influences nearly ev-
ery decision he makes. Solar panels are being
installed so the property can operate almost
entirely off the electrical grid. “I've always be-
lieved going green is just good business,” said
Wolfram.

But for Wolfram, sustainability goes beyond
saving money. Growing up in New England, he
remembers frozen lakes every winter. But now,
he hasn’t been seeing them as often.

“You shouldn’t be able to see climate change
happen during your lifetime;” he said.

Bees also remind him of those changes every
day.

}‘,You can come home and see a couple hun-
dred dead bees at the entrance;” he said. “That
usually means they visited flowers covered with
pesticides”

Moments like that reinforce why he believes
more people should become backyard beekeep-
ers.

“If we lost honeybees, we lose a third of the
world’s pollination,” he explained. “The world
needs more beekeepers”

Wolfram also believes businesses should sup-
port one another instead of competing when-
ever possible. His property borders Priam Vine-
yards, and he said he has no plans to open a

tasting room despite operating a meadery.

“I don’t want to distract from his business,” he
said. “Id rather ... help everyone succeed” That
cooperative mindset guided every conversation.

Perhaps the strongest lesson Wolfram shared
has nothing to do with bees or mead at all. It’s
about honesty.

A lifelong Scout and leader, he believes truth-
fulness is one of the greatest strengths a person
can have. “I don’t lie,” he said simply. Then he
smiled. “That’s a superpower,” he said.

He explained that if people always tell the
truth, they never have to remember stories or
cover their tracks. “No one can ever call you
out, he said. “Those morals and ethics define
my life”

As the afternoon wound down, Wolfram left
his unfinished building. Construction materials
were stacked nearby and brewing equipment
waited to be installed. He walked towards the
five hives he has on his property, with all the
little bees quickly buzzing about.

There is still plenty of work ahead. The mead
still needs time to age. More colonies need to
grow. Solar panels still need to be connected and
customers are only beginning to discover his api-
ary. Yet, Wolfram never seemed discouraged.

Instead, he talked excitedly about future
classes, helping first-time beekeepers, connect-
ing local businesses and watching his daughter
grow up alongside the family business. His en-
thusiasm is contagious.

Wolfram said that success isn't measured
by bottles sold or hives built. It's measured in
stronger bee colonies, healthier communities
and neighbors helping neighbors.

“We want our business to succeed when we're
helping the environment and when we’re help-
ing the community;” said Wolfram.

Colchester Parks and Recreation is offering
a pair of Zumba classes on Sundays in August
at the Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

Zumba + Lift is a music-driven fitness
program that alternates high-energy Zumba
dance cardio with dedicated strength training
intervals. It uses 5-15+ pound dumbbells or
resistance bands to build muscle and improve
stability, but you never dance while holding
the heavier weights.

The class will meet Sundays from 11 a.m.-
noon, Aug. 9, 16, 23 and 30. Fee is $46/resident,
$51/non-resident, or a $12 drop-in fee per per-
son per week. Minimum number of partici-
pants needed is five, and maximum is 20.

Zumba Classes

Zumba Gold is a low-impact, modified ver-
sion of the standard Zumba fitness program. It
is designed for active older adults, beginners,
and anyone needing a gentler, joint-friendly
workout. The program features easy-to-follow
Latin and international dance rhythms set to a
slower tempo.

The class will meet Sundays from 10-10:50
a.m.,, Aug. 9, 16, 23 and 30. Fee is $46/resident,
$51/non-resident, or a $12 drop-in fee per
person per week. Minimum number of par-
ticipants needed is five, and maximum is 20.

For more information, visit www.colches-
terct.gov/recreation-department or call 860-
537-7297.

Veterans Honor Guard Seeks New Members

The Colchester Veterans Honor Guard is ac-
tively looking for veterans to become members.

When a veteran dies, the family can request
military honors by providing evidence of mili-
tary service to the funeral home. Military fu-
neral honors have been a tradition in the United
States military since its earliest days. In Con-
necticut, the honors are provided by the Con-
necticut National Guard and local volunteer
veteran organizations - including the Colches-
ter Veterans Honor Guard (CVHG).

The CVHG was established in 2004. Last
year, members participated in more than 230
ceremonies.

The 20-member unit is welcoming new veter-
ans to become members. Some members are ag-

ing and are no longer able to actively participate
in ceremonies, and CHVG is looking for new
veterans to replace them so it can continue to
provide funeral honors to all deceased veterans.
Each member usually participates in several fu-
nerals each month.

The CVHG meets the first and third Tuesday
of every month at 7 p.m. in the Veterans Room
of the old Senior Center at 95 Norwich Avenue.
If you are a veteran that can give a few hours
a week, you are invited to stop by a meeting to
learn what is involved. Compensation is pro-
vided for expenses.

Contact Al Letendre at 860-537-6516 or le-
tendrej@sbcglobal.net for more information.
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Portland Talks Charter Revision

By Anne Lilburn

It's been more than two decades since the
town last updated its charter - but that may be
changing.

At Portland’s most recent Board of Selectmen
meeting on July 15, the town took important
steps on its way to revising the charter.

Town attorney Kari Olson described the
state’s charter revision statutes as “very com-
plex,” before walking the board through a sim-
plified overview of the state’s municipal charter
revision process.

In order to initiate the revision process and
form a charter revision commission, she said,
there must be a two-thirds vote of the entire
Board of Selectmen or a petition signed by not
less than 10% of the electorate. Given that the
entire board seems to be on board for a revi-
sion, the process will likely start with a Board of
Selectmen vote.

Once the town decides to form a charter re-
vision commission, the board has 30 days to
appoint members to the commission, Olson

said, which must consist of 5-15 people who are
qualified to vote in the town. No more than one
third of those members are allowed to hold any
other public office in town and a minority rep-
resentation rule requires that commission not
have more than a “bare majority” from the same
political party. The selectmen then have the op-
portunity to give the newly formed commission
a charge, meaning they can name areas that they
would like the commission to focus on. With
that said, once they are at work, the commission
would be able to focus on any areas they choose.

The appointed commission would work to
propose a draft revision, which the Board of Se-
lectmen could vote to approve or modify. State
law stipulates requirements for public hearings
to keep the public informed, and requires that
any eventual final changes be approved at a ref-
erendum vote.

There are various specific timelines for dif-
ferent steps along the way in the process, but
the commission must finish its work within

Fall Soccer Registration Open

Portland Soccer Club has announced fall
2026 registration for the Rec Season is open.

Players will be grouped according to birth-
days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids
born up to July 31 of the following year. When
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for
your player’s information, including birthdate.

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey.
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have

an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Players will be groups by birthdate: U4:
8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); Ub5: 8/1/2021
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com;
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted;
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services
for more information, including a calendar of
events.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is July 27.

Weekly Programs: Monday, 7/27: Light
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 7/28: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. — help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one
yard or more) are sought for making teddy
bears for cancer patients throughout Connecti-
cut. To donate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate
Meal, noon - $3 suggested donation (must
fill out form). Menu: sliced turkey with gravy,
green beans, stuffing, cranberry, string cheese;
Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.;
SyncoCize 11, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to in-
structor.

Wednesday, 7/29: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
p-m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Thursday, 7/30: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m,;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon
- $3 suggested donation (must fill out form).
Menu: chicken parmesan, spaghetti with sauce,
dinner roll and butter, peas and carrots, orange
cup; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 7/24: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m,,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted,
all programs are free.

Monday, July 27: Monthly technology work-
shop, 11 a.m. This month’s program will be an
introductory session for the new Portland Se-

Reception for
Flag Exhibit

A reception for the “We the People” flag
collages exhibit by John Bula will be held
at Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., on
Saturday, July 25, at 1 p.m.

Bula’s “free-form puzzles” are his tribute
to and illustration of American history.
He has been assembling these collages of
American Flags from cutouts from maga-
zines, newspapers and advertisements for
28 years, with the average flag taking him
three months to complete.

The show runs through Aug. 10.

nior Center Digital Legacy Project. Explore
ways to share your memories and pastimes
through written reflections and/or digital story-
telling. Create a collection of your history and
heritage to share with family and friends.

Monday, July 27 & Tuesday, July 28: Elder
Classes at Camp Bethel. Registration is closed
for this event.

Wednesday, July 29: Slipaway River Tour,
1:15 p.m. Bring binoculars and a camera for na-
ture viewing on this one-hour narrated tour on
the Connecticut River. There is a $7 trip fee and
a $5 ride fee. Leave the center at 1:15 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 3: Health Education Presenta-
tion by Chatham Health District, 10:45-11:15
a.m. Come learn about the importance of hy-
dration. Blood pressure checks will also be giv-
en, and diabetic-friendly recipes given out.

Monday, Aug. 10: Bloom Therapeutic Plant
& Nature Program and Celebration of Mint
Workshop, 1 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 12: Lunch at Sadler’s Res-
taurant in Marlborough. Pay for own lunch. Bus
leaves the senior center at 11:30 a.m. $5 ride fee.

Thursday, Aug. 13: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. Come
to the center for a sweet treat and chat with
leaders of the Portland community.

Wednesday, Aug. 19: Walking Club, 9 a.m.
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and
the Air Line Trail.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a
two-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

15 months of being formed (16 months of the
Board of Selectmen first voting to start the pro-
cess).

Olson described the process as, “designed to
encourage participation from the community
and comments from the board of selectmen as
well” She recommended that the board come
up with a list of people who might be good to
have on the commission and areas of the charter
that they know need revision.

“I know it's complicated, the timeline is con-
fusing, it’s a step-by-step process and I share
your pain,” said Olson, “but I agree with all of
you that the charter is old and could use some
updating, if for no other reason than changes in
the law that have occurred over many years”

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican,
also pointed out that, given that 22 years had
passed since the charter had last been revised,
there had been a lot of changes involving tech-
nology.

The board planned to vote to establish the
commission at an upcoming meeting, with the
goal of holding an eventual referendum vote on
the charter at the November 2027 election. John
Dillon, a Democrat, suggested that the board
publicize their search for potential commission
members, so they could have a list of people to
start considering as soon as they decide to kick
off the whole process officially.

Later in the Board of Selectmen meeting, Di-
rector of Public Works Jason Morocco provided
updates on various projects, including the up-
coming work that will be required to hit federal
and state regulations requiring removal of all
lead water service lines in town. Beginning in

November 2027, he said, the town has ten years
to replace all lead water lines, and must also
work with homeowners to ensure that portions
of the service lines that are owned by them are
also replaced. Morocco said the lead water line
replacement was bound to be a big task, with
the inventory of properties covering homes or
structures built before 1988.

Morocco also provided an update on water
pressure issues in the Paley Farm area. What
they determined, he said, was that an intercon-
nection valve that allows the town to receive
water from MDC was opening too fast. They
worked with MDC to slow down that valve from
a three-second-long close time to a 30-second-
long close time, and now pressure is more con-
sistent, he said.

Morocco also asked the board to allow him to
explore renting a bucket truck for town employ-
ees to use for tree trimming, in lieu of hiring an
outside company, thus saving on costs. He said
that there were town employees who were certi-
fied for such work.

Towards the end of the meeting, selectman
Vinnie Pitruzzello raised the issue of Main
Street’s appearance and the strain that it puts on
local businesses. He asked what could be done
to counter the blight from some properties.
The town’s blight ordinance currently requires
aneighbor to report violations, but many on the
board said they would like to consider allowing
anonymous reports, and also allowing a town
official to issue a citation if they are driving by
and see a blight situation.

The Board of Selectmen meets next for a reg-
ularly-scheduled meeting on Aug. 5.

Absentee ballots are now available for the
Democratic primary for the party’s guberna-
torial candidate and U.S. Congress candidate.
The primary is being held on Tuesday, Aug.
11, with early voting from Monday, Aug. 3, to
Sunday, Aug. 9.

Early voting will be at Town Hall, 33 East
Main St., while Primary Day voting will be at
the Portland Middle School, 93 High St.

Registered members of the Democratic
Party can obtain an absentee ballot application
in person at the town clerk’s office, by calling
860-342-6743, or visiting the town clerk page

Absentee Ballots for August Primary

of the town’s website for additional options.
Any application or completed absentee ballot
should be returned to the town clerk, mailed
back to the town clerk’s office at: P.O. Box 71,
Portland, CT 06480 or left in the election drop
box, located by the rear entrance of the Town
Hall.

A recent state law updated the absentee bal-
lot envelope process. Voters using this method
are advised to pay close attention to the new
instructions to ensure their ballot is received
in good order, the town clerK’s office said.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or
to register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call
860-342-6757. Advanced registration is re-
quired.

Fun Runs: Thursdays, July 30 and Aug. 6,
starting at 6 p.m., at the Portland Recreational
Complex. Open to runners of all ages, this is a
free event.

Summer Concert Series: Tuesday through
Aug. 11, at 6:30 p.m., at Riverfront Park. Sched-
ule: July 28: Kings of Karma; Aug. 4: Don’t Tell
Lisa; Aug. 11: Wicked Peach.

Inspire Girls Basketball Camps: Monday-
Friday, Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at Gilder-
sleeve School. Cost is $20.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-

B

dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten,
Base Camp is open to children entering grades
1-6 and Teen Camyp is open to children entering
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
childcare program available to students enrolled
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the
2026-27 school year.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks
and Recreation is accepting donations for
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational
Complex. If youre interested in dedicating a
bench or tree, call Andy for more information
at 860-342-6757.

“We Meer By rccident”

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
Portland, CT 06480

e Standard

Cars

e 4x4

GIJIVIP.I.E'I'E TRANSMISSION
SERVIGE AND AUTO REPAIR

e Domestic

e Automatic

e Light Trucks

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionlic.com
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PORTLAND

TRANSMISSION

25 SILVER STREET, PORTLAND
860-342-4273
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Deposit Due Date Extended for Trip

Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-
day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 26-30
- and the due date for the trip deposit is ap-
proaching.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and

a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging
in a single hotel. Cost of this trip is $765 per
person double occupancy ($934 pp single or
$745 pp triple occupancy). A $75 deposit is due
by Aug. 3; with the balance due by Sept. 9.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Portland Fair Planning Underway

Planning is underway for this year’s Portland
Fair, which will return to its “new” location at
Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4.

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night.
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford

and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project
which will culminate in a banner for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.

Men’s Ministry: Zion is initiating a Men’s
Group that will discuss and work on church
projects and service projects around town. Call
Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected

year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

St. Mary Church News & Notes

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at
45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 4:45
p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrangements.
Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 to

make arrangements. Marriages: Contact the of-
fice at 860-342-2328 to make an appointment
with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
am. - 3 p.m.

Children’s Programs: Cook Up an Adven-
ture Summer Reading Program: Pick up your
reading log, or visit the Summer Reading por-
tal on the library website to track your reading
electronically. Each day you read 20 minutes
or more counts towards your summer reading
goal. Earn prizes each time you reach five days.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. July 20,
27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary Flood Room to
enjoy stories, thymes and songs about some fa-
vorite tasty treats. A craft project will be offered
at the end of each program.

Family Movie: Wednesday Aug. 12. Hoppers
(2026; rated PG) will be shown at 1 p.m. and
again at 5:30 p.m. Run time is 105 minutes. Reg-
istration not required.

Chalk the Walks: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10:30
a.m. Come decorate the library sidewalks with
images and messages of kindness. Chalk and
popsicles will be supplied. Registration not re-
quired.

School Supply Bingo: Tuesday, Aug. 18,
10:30 a.m. Play some bingo and win some
school supplies! Registration opens on Monday,
July 27 at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Recep-
tion: Saturday, July 25, 1 p.m. “We the People”
by John Bula will be on exhibit at the library
through Aug. 8. Bula’s “free-form puzzles” are
his tribute to and illustration of American his-
tory. He has been assembling these collages of
American Flags from cutouts from magazines,
newspapers and advertisements for 28 years,
with the average flag taking him three months
to complete.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up
an Adventure: When you sign up, you receive a
coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in value)
from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & another
coupon when you log 2,000 pages. Then, register
for summer reading and start logging the pages

you read. For every adult who joins the reading
program and reads at least one book this sum-
mer (including audiobooks and graphic novels)
the Friends of Portland Library will donate $3
towards two musical instrument rental scholar-
ships for the 2026-27 school year for two stu-
dents at Brownstone Intermediate School.

Colonial Cooking from the Revolutionary
Era: Monday, July 27, 6 p.m. Join Matt Yanarella
for an adult and teen event that celebrates clas-
sic New England cooking from the Revolution-
ary era. Yanarella will also discuss popular Rev-
olutionary War history. Space is limited. This
project is made possible in part by the Institute
of Museum and Library Services under the pro-
visions of the Library Services and Technology
Act, administered by Connecticut State Library.

Pen-Turning Workshop: Saturday, Aug.
8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Learn to turn your own pen
using a lathe with the Central Connecticut
Woodturners. No registration required. Drop in
any time between 10 and 2. Creating your pen
takes approximately 20-30 minutes, and you’ll
take home your own handcrafted wooden pen.
While waiting, see demonstrations by wood
carvers from Connecticut Woodcarvers and
scrollsaw work by the Southern New England
Scrollsawers. This program is open to adults and
children age 10 and older.

250th Anniversary of American Beer: Mon-
day, Aug. 17, 6 p.m. To mark Americas 250th
Anniversary, illustrator, author and Advanced
Cicerone Em Sauter will give an illustrated pre-
sentation discussing the role of beer and brew-
ing in American history. Registration opens
Monday, July 27 at 10 a.m.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who
enjoy knitting and crocheting.

Resident Graduates
Sadie Schmitz of Portland recently graduated
from Tufts University.

Dean’s List
Sadie Schmitz of Portland made the spring
2026 Dean’s List at Tufts University in Medford,
Mass.
Schmitz is a member of the Class of 2026.

In accordance with Connecticut General
Statutes, the Town of Portland is conducting
its statistical five-year revaluation of all real es-
tate properties for the Oct. 1, 2026 Grand List.

The town has contracted Tyler Technolo-
gies, Inc. to perform market analysis, sales
validation inspections, and field reviews as
part of the mass appraisal process, which the
assessments will represent 70% of fair market
value, in collaboration with the assessor’s of-
fice.

Tyler Technologies, Inc. field personnel will
carry official, town approved company identi-

Town-Wide Revaluation

fication badges and will have signed authori-
zation letters that include contact information
for town officials, including the Portland Po-
lice Department.

Property owners are encouraged to review
their property record cards available through
the online assessment database and report any
discrepancies, omissions, or property changes
to the assessor’s office to ensure accurate, fair,
and equitable assessments: www.portlandct.
0rg/assessor.

Revaluation assessment notices will be
mailed to taxpayers in December.

Residents Sought for Charter Commission

The Portland Board of Selectmen is seeking
residents to serve on a Charter Revision Com-
mission.

The municipal charter serves as the local con-
stitution, defining the structure, powers, and
duties of the local government. The commission
will review the current charter, identify areas
for operational improvement, and recommend
amendments to better serve the community.

Commission members will review public
feedback, research governance models, and
draft recommendations for the Board of Select-
men. Final approved changes will eventually be
placed on a public ballot for voter approval.

Requirements for service:

- Applicants must be registered voters and
full-time residents of Portland;

- Members must attend regularly scheduled
meetings, and public hearings over the course
of 16-months (from date of appointment);

- The commission must consist of five to fif-
teen electors (registered voters), not more than
1/3 of whom may hold another public office in
the municipality, and with no more than a bare
majority from the same political party.

If interested in joining the commission, sub-
mit a letter of interest and a brief resume or bio
to the first selectman’s office at mceppaglia@
portlandct.org. Deadline for submissions is
Aug. 31.

Middlesex County Distinguished Citizen Award

The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-
merce has announced that the chamber is now
accepting nominations for the 2026 Distin-
guished Citizen Award - and Portland residents
are eligible.

The Distinguished Citizen Award honors in-
dividuals whose contributions extend beyond
the normal responsibilities of their profession
or employment. Special consideration is given
to volunteerism, civic engagement, charitable
work, mentorship, leadership, and other mean-
ingful acts of service that have benefited the
community.

To be eligible for nomination, candidates
must: Be at least 21 years of age; Live or work
in one of 14 Middlesex County communities —
including Portland; be widely recognized as, the
Chamber said, “having unselfishly given their
time and talent to produce a lasting benefit to

the area”; demonstrate community service and
contributions that go beyond the normal duties
of their profession or employment; and not have
previously received the Distinguished Citizen
Award.

The recipient(s) of the 2026 Distinguished
Citizen Award will be honored at the Middle-
sex County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 23, from
5-8 p.m., at The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Sta-
tion in Haddam.

Nominations must be submitted in writ-
ing no later than Monday, July 27. The Distin-
guished Citizen Award Committee will review
all nominations and select this year’s recipient.

To submit a nomination or learn more, visit
www.middlesexchamber.com/awards-and-
scholarships.

Vocal Chords Seek New Members

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
(MHVCQ), directed by Samuel Tucker and ac-
companied by Alan Dougherty’s 10-piece or-
chestra, are searching for men and women to
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions.

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals start Tuesday, Aug. 25, from
6:45-9 p.m., at St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox
Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC
prepares for its holiday concert on Sunday,
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School. New
members may join until Sept. 8.

For 36 years, this community-focused group
has offered concerts featuring a wide range of
musical styles. Its repertoire includes hits from
past and present, along with classical and patri-
otic selections. The group’s 90 current members
come from central and southern Connecticut
and represent diverse backgrounds. You do not

Enrollment Session for

Democratic Primary

The Portland registrar of voters will hold
an enrollment session at Portland Town
Hall, 33 East Main St., on Tuesday, July 28,
from 3-5 p.m., in advance of the upcoming
Democratic Party Primary.

Residents may register to vote, and the
registrar of voters will also hear requests for
adding names to the registry list by persons
removed. There is no Same Day Registration
during Early Voting, nor Same Day Registra-
tion at the polls on Aug. 11 for the primary.

Bereavement Support

Group
St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave,, invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3
p.m. - both in the church hall.
Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

need any affiliation with Middlesex Health to
become a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s
annual Patron Drive go back to the commu-
nity through scholarships awarded to Middle-
sex County seniors who plan to study nursing
or music. So far, the Vocal Chords have con-
tributed $94,000 to local students, thanks to
our dedicated supporters and members. For
more information, visit vocalchords20.org or
call 860-342-3120. You can also find the Vocal
Chords on YouTube and Facebook.

President’s List

Landon Currie, a first-year freshman at
Coastal Carolina University, made the spring
2026 President’s List while competing as a Divi-
sion I student-athlete.

Currie, of Portland, is majoring in business
management, with a concentration in interna-
tional business.

Trinity Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites the community to worship each week.
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org.

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation and
the church office is open from 2-4 p.m. each Fri-
day. All are invited to join the Anglican Prayer
beading sessions at this time as well.

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1971 will
hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26,
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag (Smith-
wick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT 06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com.
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By Josh Howard

After excelling on the fields and tracks in high
school, 2026 Portland High School graduate
Cristina Austin will continue to compete in two
sports at the next level.

Austin is headed to Saint Michael’s College
to join the Purple Knights’ soccer and running
programs in Colchester, Vermont.

“I couldn’t imagine doing one without the
other;” noted Austin, who has balanced both
sports since middle school.

Competing in multiple sports has now be-
come second nature to Austin, who would
sometimes have a track meet during the day be-
fore playing a soccer game later that day.

During her time playing soccer at PHS, Aus-
tin was a four-year starter and this past season
was a team captain that earned All-Shoreline
Conference (SLC) first-team honors, marking
the second year in a row she was selected all-
conference.

PHS soccer head coach Cory Tobler called
her a “true leader that everyone looked up to”

“We are going to miss her goal scoring abil-
ity for us. She was a player that could create for
others or if she needed to could create goal scor-
ing opportunities for herself,” stated Tobler, who
added that Austin’s dedicated to both sports was
evident. “Her hard work during the season and
the offseason allowed her to excel in both. We
are going to miss her, but I know she is going to
have a great career at Saint Michael’s in soccer
and track and field”

Austin also played club soccer in the offsea-
son for Sporting CT where she helped her team
reach the national semifinals in 2025 after scor-

Nominations for Sprit of
Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in the Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

ing four goals and dishing out two assists during
the tournament.

Her resume on the track was even more im-
pressive where she holds four program records.
During her junior year, she broke the 400-meter
record during outdoor season, posting a blister-
ing time of 60.71 at the Marty Roberts Invita-
tional. The previous mark has stood for 45 years
and Austin called the record-breaking moment
an “amazing experience.”

She also holds the 200-meter record and is
part of a pair of relay records (4x400 and 4x800)
with the Highlanders.

Austin noted that her first athletic interest
was soccer, which she started playing for the
town before her father was one of her travel
coaches. On the field, she would use her speed
to her advantage and in middle school she de-
cided to translate that quickness to the track.

“I found a second passion,” noted Austin,
who joined the track and field team in the sev-
enth grade. “Everyone would tell me to pick be-
tween the two but I never did. I fell in love with
doing both”

Austin added that each of the sports supports
the other, with soccer providing the proper
conditioning and strength needed to be a good
sprinter and track allowing her to be more ex-
plosive on the soccer fields.

Outside of athletics, Austin was part of Na-
tional Honor Society, Key Club, and was the
editor of the school’s yearbook.

She credited time management with allowing
her to juggle the hectic schedule between athlet-
ics and academics, adding that the support from
her hometown is what she will miss the most
about Portland.

Crafters, Vendors Wanted

Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-
ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20
for each event.

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next
to the church. The second event is a Holiday
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will
be held inside the church.

Space is limited for both events. For ad-
ditional information and a registration form,
email carol.hill@comcast.net.

2 KITC HL\

FULL SERVICE | DESIGN |

Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.

BUILD

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.
Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom — we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space.

| OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

160 Oak St., Unit 210
Glastonbury, CT 06033

CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM

CIT3:5-26

860.430.2661

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348  Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Gznluvzl
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@m ALLPOINTS REALTY
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Cristina Austin, a 2026 graduate of Port-
land High School, will play soccer at Saint Mi-
chael’s College.

“I've had such a good support system,” noted
Austin. “It’s sad to be leaving this community,
but I'm excited to go somewhere else and create
another small community”

At Saint Michael’s, Austin will be joining a
pair of Division II programs that compete in the
Northeast 10 (NE10) Conference.

The Purple Knights soccer squad is coming
off a 16-3-1 campaign last fall and a trip to the
NE10 semifinals during their 13th season under
head coach Wendy Elles.

On the track, Austin will be coached by Molly

Multi-Sport Highlander Headed to Vermont

e h

Austin, a record holder on the track w1ll
also join the Purple Knights track and field
team in Vermont.

Peters. Peters is entering her 21st season coach-
ing athletics at the Saint Michael’s and is one of
the founders of the track and field programs at
the college.

Along with competing year-round at the col-
lege in the Green Mountain State, Austin will
major in health sciences.

She noted that one of the draws to the col-
lege was that it has a similar “tight-knit” feel that
Portland has provided her entire life.

“I'm excited to see where this journey takes
me,” she stated.

helpful place.

Ship and drop off
packages here.

Authorized Service Provider

PORTLAND HOME & HARDWARE

724 Portland Cobalt Road / Rte 66

Portland, CT 06480
(860) 342-4847

M-F 8:00am - 6:00pm
SAT 8:00am - 5:00pm
SUN 9:00am - 4:00pm

RE7-17-26
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St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St.
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the
parish hall. Rite 2 will be celebrated through
July, and Rite 1 in August. The service is
streamed live on Facebook; visit www.stpeter-
shebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m., via Zoom.

Lasagna Dinner: Saturday, Aug. 15, 4 p.m.
Offering a take-out meal of homemade meat or
vegetable lasagna, salad, roll, and choice of des-
serts. A portion of the proceeds will benefit the
Andover Food Bank.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s

maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for
more information on the following: Balance
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect:
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden
Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds,
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy,
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St.
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning
group meets the third Thursday of each month
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary. All
are welcome.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gec@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.

Worship - Summer Hours in Effect: Sunday
worship is at 9:30 a.m., followed by Coffee Hour
at 10:30 a.m. Services can also be viewed online
at YouTube at www.bit.ly/GileadChurchUCC
and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/Gilead-
ChurchUCC. This week’s service will include a
July Youth Birthday Celebration.

This Week’s Scheduled Events and Meet-
ings: Saturday, 7/25: Wise Warrior Yoga, 9:30
a.m., Garden (weather dependent); Saturday,
7/25: Richard Goulart Memorial Service and
Reception, 10 a.m., Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall; Monday, 7/27: Bible Study via Zoom, 9:30
am.; Tuesday, 7/28: AA Meeting, 7:30 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 7/29: Wise War-
rior Yoga, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall or Garden
(weather dependent); Wednesday, 7/29: Book
Group, 10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall.

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, July

26, 11 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall classroom.
Create seasonal cards for $15, with a portion
of proceeds benefitting the Connecticut Food
Bank.

Summer Potluck and Prayer Gathering:
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 6 p.m. All are invited to
this evening of food, fellowship and prayer.
Bring a sweet or savory cookout dish to share.

Outdoor Garden Summer Worship: This
summer, the church will offer one more op-
portunity to worship outdoors in the church’s
garden space. Outdoor worship will be Sunday,
Aug. 23, at 9:30 a.m. Remember to dress for the
weather and bring your water and lawn chair.
Note: in case of inclement weather, worship will
move indoors to the sanctuary.

Polling Location
for Primary

The polling location for the Democratic
primary for governor will be in the small
gymnasium/cafeteria at the Hebron El-
ementary School, 92 Church St.

Primary Day will be Tuesday, Aug. 11.
Polls will be open from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Child-
hood Center (daycare) is located at 330
Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Mat-
thew Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are
welcome. People unable to attend services in
person can participate online at www.face-
book.com/clchebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s
Bible Study, which will next meet Wednesday,
Aug. 5, at 7 p.m. The current series is: “Seven
Christian Rules Christians Should Break as

Often as Possible”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. For more in-
formation, call director Jennifer Johnson at
860-228-5134. Application forms are at www.
clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
There are open food pantry days held to dis-
tribute food staples, household and hygiene
items as well as Bibles and prayers. For more
information about donating or participating
in food pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For a full listing of
weekly events and more information, call the li-
brary at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1
p.m. On July 24, Glory (rated R) will be shown.
Free popcorn and water will be served.

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Regis-
ter to learn how to use our new Bambu printers
every Monday evening. All ages and experience
levels welcome, but children under 12 must be
accompanied by a parent. Register on the li-
brary website or by calling the library.

Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join our informal
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. The Chess Club
welcomes players of all ages and skill levels to
drop in and play a game or improve their skills

Summer Reading: Each time you check out
an item you will receive a ticket to enter the raf-
fle. Summer Reading will end Aug. 1.

Teens: Dungeons & Dragons Campaign:
Wednesdays, 5:45-7:45 p.m. All are invited to
the weekly D&D campaign. For ages 10 and up;
registration requested.

Children’s Programs: Summer Reading:
Stop in and pick up your summer reading
sheets to track your reading and receive tickets
towards a prize. Summer Reading ends Aug. 1.

Playful Engineers: Monday, July 27 3 p.m.
Hands-on, play-based STEAM-powered learn-
ing! We've got the tools; you bring the engineers!

Lego Club: Mondays, 4-5 p.m. Get creative
and build some Lego creations.

Tween Cooking Series: Tuesday, July 28, 10
a.m. Learn basic cooking skills, recipe reading,
and make a no-bake item to bring home. For
ages 8-12.

Lunch & Storytime: Wednesdays, noon. Bring
your lunch and listen to stories while you eat.

Hartford Symphony Instrument Lab:
Wednesday, July 29, 6 p.m. Try out different in-
struments from the Hartford Symphony as well
as some activities.

Messy Art/Sensory Play: Thursdays, 10:15
a.m. Come to the Children’s Program Room
and play with art materials and different sen-
sory experiences.

Family Movie: Thursday, July 23, 1 p.m. De-
spicable Me will be shown.

Ice Cream Social: Friday, July 31, 1-2 p.m.
Join the library for ice cream to celebrate the
end of the Summer Reading program.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

81081XEL

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081 XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081, Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

WAL UL
YOUTASTE

N\[\ER\CA’S ORIGINAL BUTCHER

OMAHA STEAKS

g

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE s12999

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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ANIMAL

fMARLBOROUGH

Always Accepting

New Patients & Clients!
PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

860-295-3939

215, Main Street
"~ Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER
OF TOWN NEAR
THE BIG Y.
MON.-FRI. 9AM-3PM

RE4-10-26
S

GOODo‘LE'TOM S

ESTATEJEWELRY-GOLD-ANTIQUES-COINS Sell

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm

Looking to buy:

Collectible Coins

Saturday’s 9-4
CIT9-18-25I
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Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless
noted, by calling the center.

Blood Pressure Clinic with Chatham
Health: Monday, July 27, 11:30 a.m. Public
Health Nurse Vicki Han, RN, from Chatham
Health, will offer free blood pressure screenings
and educating you on how to monitor it at home
and how to reduce your risks for heart attacks
and strokes. No registration required.

Educational Presentation with Chatham
Health - Gut Health: Monday, July 27, 12:15
p.m. Join Chatham Health’s Stephanie Reyes for
an informative presentation on gut health and

Residents in
Pan-Mass Challenge

Three local residents will be among more
than 6,000 cyclists taking part in the Pan-Mass
Challenge (PMC) Aug. 1-2 to raise money for
cancer research and patient care at Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute.

Hebron residents Sara Tarca and Liam Bane,
and Amston resident Daniel Foley, are all par-
ticipating in the two-day bike-a-thon across
Massachusetts.

For the 20th consecutive year, 100 percent
of every rider-raised dollar at the PMC will go
directly to Dana-Farber, one of the nation’s top
three hospitals for cancer research and care. For
more information, visit www.pmc.org.

Hebron Summer

Concert Series

The Town Center Project (TTCP) announc-
es the return of the Hebron Summer Concert
Series. Concerts will take place Friday nights
through August, on the side lawn of 17 Main
St., Century 21. Picnics welcome.

The remaining lineup is: July 31: Bonnie Ja-
cobson and Friends - local, veteran musician
who performs regularly with acoustic originals;
Aug. 14: One Part Harmony - a local duo play-
ing folk, country and rock music.

Follow on Facebook at facebook.com/town-
centerprojectinc for current updates, or at www.
thetowncenterproject.org for more information
on TTCP.

Enrollment Session

Before Primary

With the state primary coming up Tues-
day, Aug. 11, the Hebron Democratic reg-
istrar of voters will hold an enrollment ses-
sion Tuesday, July 28, from noon-2 p.m., at
Town Hall.

The registrar will at this time hear re-
quests by people removed for adding their
names to the registry list.

RES” Swordfish

Tuna « Salmon
Shrimp « Clams
Live Lobsters
Mussels & More!

receive a diabetic friendly recipe. This is a free
presentation.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Trips are now
Thursdays at 8:15 a.m. Pre-registration is re-
quired by noon the day before. Call 860-228-
1700 to register. Schedule: July 30, Walmart.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior
center.

Monday through Friday: Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10
a.m.

Tuesdays:  Knitting/Crocheting ~ Group,
10:15-11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta
(cards), 12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15
p.m. (pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga,
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.;
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-
3:15 p.m,; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with Paul
Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.;
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Absentee Ballots, Early Voting for Primaries

Republican and Democratic primaries are
Aug. 11 - and absentee ballots are now avail-
able, and early voting is coming up.

Absentee ballots are available at the town
clerKs office, located at 15 Gilead St. Office
hours are Monday through Wednesday, 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.; Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Friday, 8
a.m.-1 p.m. For information, call 860-228-5971.

Also, Early Voting will begin Aug. 3. All Ear-
ly Voting will take place in the lower meeting

room of the Town Office Building, 15 Gilead St.
Hours are:

Monday, Aug. 3: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tuesday,
Aug. 4, 8 am.-8 p.m.; Wednesday, Aug. 5, 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Thursday, Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.;
and Friday, Aug. 7, Saturday, Aug. 8, and Sun-
day, Aug. 9, 10:00 a.m.-6 p.m. all three days.

Primary Day is Tuesday, Aug. 11. Polls will be
open from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. at Hebron Elementary
School, 92 Church St.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denom-
inational Christian church, holds services and
programs at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted).
For more information and full program descrip-
tions, visit theworshipcenterct.org and click on
the ‘events/calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study

Celebratlng 10 Years of PerSNIPlty Salon!

This year marks an incredible milestone as PerSNIPity Salon proudly
celebrates 10 years of serving the Hebron community. What began
as a dream has grown into something truly special because of the

amazing people who have been part of our journey.

1

To our incredible staff, thank you for your passion, dedication, talent,
and the care you show every client who walks through

our doors. You are the heart of PerSNIPity.

Most importantly, to our loyal customers, thank you for your trust,
support, friendships, and for choosing us over the past decade. Your
encouragement has made this journey possible, and we are deeply
grateful for each and every one of you.

Here's to celebrating the past 10 years and looking forward to
many more years of creating more good hair days together!

With heartfelt gratitude,

The PerSNIPity Salon Family

127 Main St. #4, Hebron, CT ¢ (860) 530-1172
HOURS: TUES 8-6; WED 8-6; THUR 12-7; FRI 8-4; SAT 8-2
www.persnipity.com

can dig it out."

RE7-24-26

THE FRESHEST SEAFOOD IN CT!

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9AM-5rPM; Wed-Fri 9AmM-6PM;
Sat 9Am-5prMm; Closed Sunday

884 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfield, CT 06109

WWW.CFISHCT.COM

mer Seafood...
ALL!

PREPARED ITEMS TO COOK/EAT
Shrimp Cocktail « Crab Cakes
Crab Dips * Stuffed Clams
Smoked Salmon

FOR THE GRILL
Seasonings ¢ Marinades
Grilling Sauces ¢ Cedar Planks

ly

\osing Ju

% thru Aug-
ReOPe“‘“;gM
Aug.32

RESTAURANT HOURS
Tues 10AM-5PM; Wed-Fri 10AM-6PM;
Sat 10am-5pPMm; Closed Sun & Mon

CIT7-9-26

OF THE DAY

"Sometimes, the truth is .
buried so deep that only a > |
criminal defense attorney Q\

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlicand oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka As AKara us, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Ghicken Marsala Sauteed with
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Balkan Meatballs Beef meathalls sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - Askyourserverforourselectlons .
WINE & DINE MENU |

$80 per couple / $50 for single.
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday nght'

(H. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411 .|
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Aug. 6.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited
every first and third Friday of the month from
6:30-9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: Aug. 7.

August Luncheon: Sunday, Aug. 2, 11:30
a.m.—1:30 p.m. All are invited.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the
church office for more details. Training sessions
still meeting at the church on Saturdays from
8-9am.

IRON CHRIS

CRIMINAL DEFENSE & IMMIGRATION

#Bookey ¢

www.ironchris.com

Tel:860-530-1781

mmm CAMPAGN A g

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on
Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 »

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

APPETIZERS

PASTA COURSE

IJ Cup of soup of the day or garden salad
DINNER CHOICES
CGhicken Parmigiana
Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
served over spinach

CIT7-16-26
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The town’s acting revenue collector reminds
taxpayers personal property bills were mailed
July 15, are due Aug. 1, and may be paid without
penalty by Sept. 1. The bills are for taxes levied
on the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2025.

Personal property bills shall be due in a single
installment on Aug. 1. The personal property
bills will be based on the mill rate of 36.96, as
approved by the Board of Finance on June 23.

This August collection for personal property
bills is not to be confused with the real estate
(first installment) and motor vehicle tax bills

%
>

Personal Property Tax Bills to Be Mailed

that were due July 1 and delinquent after Aug. 3.
If you feel you should have received a bill and
have not received it by July 22, contact the act-
ing revenue collector’s office at 860-228-5971 to
obtain a copy. State statutes dictate that failure
to receive a bill does not invalidate the amount
due or when it will be considered delinquent.
Personal property tax bills may be paid
through Sept. 1 without penalty. Payments re-
ceived/postmarked Sept. 2 or later will be sub-
ject to interest retroactively to the Aug. 1 due
date in accordance with Connecticut General

tlr, 2”% -

i

Driveway Replacement

Specialist
* Fast Dependable Service

* Experienced Staff
» Competitive Pricing
e Driveways

e Parking Lots

* Roadways

New England

BLACKTOP

INC.
860-633-4554

CIT4-2-26

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

Satisfyin
All of Your Pé?vmg
Needs in Glastonp
Celebratin
g
S3 YEARS of
Quality Servicel
= SINCE 1973 —

ury!

[T]

Locally Owned &
p

Operated

CD Rates?

Earn 6.15%

We partner with a company that is
offering a fixed annuity that pays you

3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more.

I

INTEGRITY

WE A L T H

RE 6-26-26

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Not Happy With Bank

Interest With Us.

5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either

www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com
95 Glastonbury Blvd, Suite 205, Glastonbury, CT 06033

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today!

Call 'us today
to learn more
203-278-7727

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ©
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth

203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance,
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance.
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term.
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10%
federal tax penalty.

Statutes. Initial interest starting Sept. 2 is 3% of
the principle due, with a minimum of $2 per tax
account.

Checks are made payable to: Town of Hebron.
Payments may be mailed to our lockbox collec-
tion service: Town of Hebron CT Tax, P.O. Box
843137, Boston, MA 02284-3137. A drop-off box
is located on the lower level, south side of the He-
bron Town Hall building (15 Gilead St, Hebron)
for payments. See www.hebronct.com for online
payment options and instructions and note that
credit/debit card and e-check transactions must

be made online and cannot be processed at
Town Hall. Town Hall payments can only be
accepted as cash, check, bank check or money
order.

The collector’s office is located in the lower
level of the Town Hall at 15 Gilead St. Hours are
Monday to Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thurs-
day, 8 am.-6 p.m; and Friday 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Additionally, the tax and assessor’s offices are
closed for lunch Monday through Thursday
from 12:30-1:15 p.m.

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

0’3' Wellness Visits

0'" Urgent Care

MONDAY - FRIDAY B6AM-8PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

§

&8’ Emergency

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435
WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET

RE11-29-24

Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

Murse P

Gabvisa

and West Hartford, CT

ractitionerwho has
Gireater Harttford Internal Me

r i':-L".-.‘:I'lT|'_-,' joined

dicing 1n Glastonbury

Accepting new patients!

To schedule a0 Appaintrmernt

(L) BB0-659-0581

WAL prirmehe, Carm
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Town Council Approves New Revenue Collector

By Toriana Williams

At its July 9 meeting, the Town Council unan-
imously appointed a new revenue collector, ap-
proved a contract for supplemental water wells
and accepted a resolution to pursue a $500,000
state grant for new fire equipment.

Council members also shared updates on
the search for a new town manager after for-
mer Town Manager Andy Tierney retired and
announced a new series of department reviews
meant to give residents a closer look at how
town government works.

Residents Push for Communication

Much of the public comment focused on the
relationship between town leaders and residents
after this year’s difficult budget season.

Craig Donacki thanked the council for re-
sponding to suggestions he had previously
submitted, but he said residents are looking for
more than the council gave.

“Basically, the [council’s] response was ‘thank
you for your suggestion, were going to keep do-
ing the same thing,” said Donacki.

He suggested moving public comment at
each council meeting to before additions to
the agenda so residents could request items be
added before the council finalized its agenda.
Donacki emphasized that many residents re-
main frustrated by the lack of dialogue.

“We don’t get a chance for dialogue, and that’s
really what we've asked for,” he said.

He also warned that the public’s dissatisfac-

tion continues to grow.

“I've committed to people that I've connected
with through this process to keep being here...
There’s a growing, hopefully, a growing group of
people that will be showing up at these to fa-
cilitate these conversations all year round, not
just during the budget process,” said Donacki.
“People are making comments like, ‘well, when
election comes up, were going to have to vote
them all out.”

Terry McManus echoed many of the same con-
cerns. He said communication has become more
difficult despite repeated requests for answers. He
argued that public meetings should allow more
interaction instead of one-way comments.

“That’s all I've been after for six months. The
ability to address the board and to hear a re-
sponse from you,” said McManus.

Davis Howell shifted the discussion toward
Hebron’s long-term financial future. He warned
that education costs are likely to continue rising
while state and federal support will decline.

“It is my opinion that we still face and will
continue to face serious financial concerns for
at least the next several years,” said Howell. He
encouraged the council to think about ways to
attract more commercial businesses that would
strengthen the town’s tax base.

“What can we do to get more commercial
business in town, and what can we as individu-
als do to assist in that process?” he asked.

Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 am.-1 p.m.
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC
Sunday at 8 a.m. There is no longer a Sunday
Mass at 11 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thursdays
at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and at STC
on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays at 7:15
a.m., or by appointment (church phone ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both
groups are on hiatus for the summer months.
Rehearsals will resume in mid-September.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Aug. 9.
Cereal donations are also welcome any time;
place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month.
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance)
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of
the month. Meatloaves are delivered the next
day. The next due date is July 28. Contact Diane
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Flowers for Statue of Blessed Mother: Dur-
ing the summer months, parishioners are in-
vited to donate fresh-cut flowers from their gar-
dens or a store to place at CHF’s statue of Mary.
Email parishhands@goodshepherdct.org for
details if you wish to donate.

Faith Formation: Teachers are needed for the
2026-27 faith formation classes. Classes meet
on Sunday mornings at CHE. Call Nina Rome-
ro-Caron at 860-228-3727 ext. 108 or email her
at parishdre@goodshepherdct.org to sign up or
for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Interfaith
Ministry (WAIM): The Community Outreach
Committee is supporting WAIM’s drive for
rideable adult bicycles and working bicycle
equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, chains,

American Legion
Chicken Barbecue

The American Legion’s annual Chicken Bar-
becue is on Saturday, Aug. 8, from noon-3 p.m.,
at the Legion hall, 18 Main St, Hebron.

The $15 packaged-to-go dinner includes a
barbecued half chicken, cornbread, pasta salad
and coleslaw. Ordering in advance is recom-
mended. To order, call Joe Fetta at 203-848-5913
or email Ron Parkyn at park1969@comcast.net
and dinners will be reserved for you.

Pay by cash or check when you pick up your
dinner at the Legion in the back parking lot
drive through.

helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. Donors
can drop off bicycle and/or equipment dona-
tions at the CHF garage (use the left side ga-
rage door). Donations can also be brought to
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through
September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners who
may need them. Contact the parish office (see info
above) or email parishhands@goodshepherdct.
org for more information and where to donate.

Collection for Project HOPE, Inc. (Home-
less Shelter): The parish supports the shelter by
providing much-needed items. Greatest needs:
All types of household cleaning products (criti-
cal need); TP, paper towels, dish soap, laundry
pods & dryer sheets; new combs & hair brush-
es; toiletries; mens crew neck T-shirts & boxer
briefs (M,L,XL,2XL) & women’s briefs (sizes
6-10); lightweight twin blankets; and 8x10 tarps
(green or brown, no blue) for the Outreach Pro-
gram. Place bagged donations in the oak col-
lection box next to the CHF Cry Room or the
designated bin in the STC entryway. Contact
Monica (860-228-4211) for more information.

New Revenue Collector

One of the meeting’s biggest actions was the
unanimous appointment of Ashley Montez as
Hebron’s new revenue collector after the previ-
ous revenue collector was terminated following
an investigation into missing town funds after
the town ordered a forensic audit. Montez’s start
date is effective July 27.

Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a Democrat,
thanked everyone involved for their work dur-
ing the hiring process. “We are very pleased,”
Thiele said before introducing Montez.

Montez currently serves as revenue collec-
tor for the town of Willington, after previously
working as its assistant assessor. She said her
priorities are openness and building trust with
residents.

“I am very grateful and honored to be the ap-
pointed the new revenue collector here for the
town of Hebron,” said Montez.

She added that her goal is “to be totally trans-
parent with the community ... be efficient, be
accurate in my role and gain trust”

Town Manager Search Moving Forward

Interim Town Manager Donna Lanza re-
ported that the search for Hebron’s next town
manager continues to move forward. Although
attendance at the recent community forum was
lower than expected, she said the discussion was
worthwhile.

“It was not well-attended, but it was a good
conversation,” said Lanza.

She also said the search committee has “a very
good group of candidates” and will soon begin
selecting semi-finalists.

Thiele agreed. “T'm really glad we did that,
she said of the public forum. “I'm personally
just very excited at the number of candidates
that this firm has helped to recruit”

Budget Challenges Remain

Lanza addressed concerns surrounding the
elimination of the receptionist position at the
Senior Center. She explained that the position
had originally been paid for with grant money
before the town temporarily absorbed the cost.

“This year, after the second [budget] fail-
ure,” Lanza said, “everything was on the table at
that point and some tough decisions had to be
made”

Thiele said the decision reflected a challenge
many towns are now facing.

“When grant funding ends, typically ... those
positions go away, she said. “I don’t think any of
us made that decision lightly”

She also wanted that next year’s budget could
become even more difficult. “I think next year
is going to be even more challenging,” she said.

Department Reviews to
Improve Transparency

The council discussed a policy that was re-

cently suggested, which centers on creating reg-

ular operation reviews for town departments.

Under the proposal, departments will appear
before the council throughout the year to ex-
plain their operations, goals and challenges in-
stead of waiting until budget season.Lanza said
the review will provide valuable information.

“I think it's going to be eye-opening for all
of us,” she said. “I think it's going to be a very
worthwhile process”

Councilor Sean Fitzgerald, a Republican, di-
rectly connected the proposal to residents’ re-
quests for more transparency.

“This is our answer to what the town asked us
for,” said Fitzgerald. “They want transparency?
Every department we can fit is going to defend
themselves in front of the public”

He said the reviews would encourage long-
term planning instead of reacting to problems.

“This gives us the opportunity to find the
issues, fix the issues, find a way to pay for the
issues in the next budgets going forward,” he
explained. “This is ... how you build for the fu-
ture”

Vice Chair Jan Lawrence, also a Republican,
agreed. “You want to empower the subject mat-
ter experts,” he said. “That’s going to be quality
information for that”

America 250 Continues

Upcoming events for Hebron’s celebration
of America 250 include an open house at the
Burrows Hill School on Aug. 15, Hebron Day
on Aug. 29 and a Declaration Ball at Blackledge
Country Club on Sept. 25. featuring the Hebron
Community Theatre. Residents are encouraged
to attend the ball in colonial costume.

Fitzgerald also shared his experience repre-
senting Hebron during Connecticut’s July 4 cer-
emony at the State Capitol.

“I'm not a crying man, but I shed some tears
over the National Anthem, sung in that room in
that place on that date,” he said.

Wells, Public Hearings and Grants

The council unanimously approved a con-
tract with SIMA Drilling Company for supple-
mental wells serving the Hebron Center Public
Water Supply.

Members also scheduled public hearings for
the proposed purchase of 9 Pendleton Drive
and the possible historic designation of the He-
bron Synagogue at 10 Church Street.

The council agreed to organize a joint meet-
ing with the Board of Finance, Board of Educa-
tion and Public Building Committee to discuss
the future of town facilities.

Members then authorized the town to apply
for and accept a $500,000 grant from the CT
Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection to help purchase new fire apparatus
and equipment. A special town meeting will be
held on Aug. 11 for residents to consider accept-
ing the grant.
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¢ Car Wash

WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN24/7 |
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9 Bastiani Blueberry Farm ‘,ﬂ
211 East St., Hebron * 860-228-3868 & \_

PICK YOUR OWN BLUEBERRIES

Now
Picking!

$4.85/1b casH
$5.00/1b cHARGE

(Willimantic)

(Colchester)
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@

g Open Mon.-Fri. 8-6;
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Auto + Home Package Discounts Available

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD

¢ (860) 228-1025

10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

‘{\) OVER
s g m gl 30
Independen aurance Agent Est. 1988

HOME LIFE AUTO BUSINESS

Hebron
860-228-3952

45 Pendleton Dr.

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

RE6-18-21
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Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open. For
more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Recess and Playground Adventure Camp:
Aug. 10-14, 9:30-11:45 a.m., at Veterans Me-
morial Park. Kids will play classic playground
games such as freeze tag and hide and seek, and
will also engage in some competitions such as
chalk drawing, hula hooping, and sports games.
For grades 1-4.

Tuesday Night 30+ Adult Pick-Up Basket-
ball: Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., at the Hebron Elemen-

tary School main gym. Participants are required
to register/pay online and check in with staff
upon arrival. Runs through the end of August.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m., from
Sept. 3-Oct. 15, at Gilead Hill School. This is a
low-impact form of exercise focusing on a series
of slow, graceful, and continuous movements.

Take Great Photos with Your Smartphone:
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Parks and
Recreation Office. For both iPhones and An-
droids. , .

Dean’s List

Ben Cancellaro of Hebron made the spring
2026 Deanss List at Tufts University in Medford,
Mass.

Cancellaro is a member of the Class of 2027.
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Democratic Primary Enrollment Sessions

The East Hampton registrars of voters office
will be open Tuesday, July 28, from noon to 2
p.m., for those wishing to register to vote in per-
son for the upcoming Democratic primary or to
change their party affiliation.

There will also be registration and enrollment
session (cut-off) on Monday, Aug. 10, from 9

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9
a.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

For Serious Traders

STOP
CHASING.
START
SEEING.

oves, ’lb it fi](_).-

Foundmg members can Iock in
early access starting at $49/month.
ow to join the
arket more

Scan 'rhe @)=

WWW.VEROCHART.COM

a.m.-noon. You must appear in person.

There is no “same day registration” during
early voting for a primary or on Primary Elec-
tion Day.

Contact the registrars of voters at 860-267-
6720 for more information. Regular office hours
are Tuesdays from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame
Association is accepting nominations through
Aug. 26.

If you know of who you feel is a worthy
candidate — which could be an athlete, coach,
team, or contributor — email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net for a nomination packet or go to the Hall
of Fame website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bell-
ringer for information.

The induction ceremony will be Friday,

HOF Association Accepting Nominations

Oct. 30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize
exceptional local athletes and achievements.

Also, the association’s membership and
committee are very small and new mem-
bers are sought, preferably those who have a
knowledge of history of sports in East Hamp-
ton to join our team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net if interested.

Painted Ships on
Painted Oceans

All are invited to a presentation entitled
Painted Shops on Painted Oceans, on Satur-
day, July 25, at 6 p.m., at Middle Haddam
Public Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Had-
dam.

William Faber will speak on the stories of
maritime history and art, and offer helpful
tips on affordably building your own art col-
lection. Refreshments will be served.

For more information, call the library at
860-267-9093.

Volunteer.The
Benefits Are
Extraordinary!

PROTECTORS
7 ANIMALS

Extraordinary Benefits:
You'll feel really, really good!
You'll meet delightful dogs,
fabulous felines, and some
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:
East Hampton &
Wethersfield facilities —
Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization
East Hartford facility —
Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical &
placement teams

CALL:
860-569-0722

VISIT:
www.poainc.org

\\

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Schedule your
appointment at:

Fundraiser Sunday for Motorcycle Challenge

On Aug. 2, East Hampton resident Mark Ni-
osi will embark on the 2026 Hoka Hey Motor-
cycle Challenge, which spans more than 11,000
miles under 11 days on backroads across North
America. This Sunday, there will be a commu-
nity event supporting the upcoming ride.

In the motorcycle challenge, riders follow a
predetermined route revealed in stages at the
start and at designated checkpoints. No GPS is
allowed - only turn-by-turn paper directions.
Sleeping must be done beside the motorcycle in
all weather conditions; no hotels allowed.

Niosi will be one of 100 riders, and is dedi-
cating his journey to supporting children and

families affected by Duchenne Muscular Dys-
trophy (DMD) through Mile Monsters Inc., a
nonprofit focused on creating memories and
providing assistance for kids facing life’s tough-
est challenges.

Everyone is invited to stop by, learn more
about the journey, sign the bike, and help fuel
the miles at a community event hosted by 9
Lives Barbershop, 82 Main St. in East Hamp-
ton, on Sunday, July 19, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The
event will feature live music, food, raffles, ven-
dors, and family fun.

Visit www.MarkyMarkHokaHey2026.com to
make a donation online.

Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet

The Belltown Antique Car Club will present
the 59th annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar
Meet Sunday, Aug. 2, at the Haddam Neck Fair
Grounds, Haddam Neck. Gates open at 8 a.m.,
show car registration closes at 11:30 a.m., judg-
ing begins at noon, and the show ends at 3 p.m.

Fee is $10 for show cars (includes driver and
passengers), and fee for spectators is $5 (chil-
dren under 12 are free with an accompanying
adult).

This event is a celebration of stock, unmodi-
fied antique cars and trucks, domestic and im-

Middle Haddam Past

Historic photos and memorabilia from Mid-
dle Haddam’s past, along with nautical artwork
and maritime related items of interest, are fea-
tured in a special exhibit at Middle Haddam
Public Library, 2 Knowles Rd., Middle Haddam,
through the month of July.

All are invited to stop by during regular li-
brary hours on Monday and Thursday from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. and Tuesday and Friday from 3-6
p.m. to view the display.

Democratic Primary
Aug. 11

Absentee ballots become available next Tues-
day, July 21, for the Democratic primary for the
party’s governor candidate.

The primary is being held on Tuesday, Aug.
11, with early voting from Monday, Aug. 3, to
Sunday, Aug. 9. Early voting will be at the East
Hampton Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, and
Primary Day voting will be at East Hampton
High School, 15 North Maple St.

This primary is only open to registered mem-
bers of the Democratic Party.

Like us on
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

EAST HAMPTON

0 FAMILY DENTAL

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

« Personalized Dental Care

- Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

» Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

- Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience

- Emergency Same Day Appointments
- Flexible Payment Options

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

860-267-9904

RE3-26-21

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com

ported, 40 years old or older (through 1986).
This year’s Featured Marque (which allows for
free admission) is a Pontiac (1926-1986).

The event is rain or shine, field conditions
permitting. Refreshments and food will be
available to purchase. Please, no bicycles or pets
or unaccompanied children.

For more information, including directions
and show classes, visit www.belltownantiquec-
arclub.org, call Peter Christianson at 860-510-
3340 or email belltowncarclub@gmail.com.

Potluck and

an Concert

Haddam Nec Congregational Church, locat-
ed at 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Haddam Neck, will
host a potluck picnic Sunday, Aug. 9, followed
by a Broadway Showtune show on the church’s
Ahlborn-Galante organ.

The picnic starts at 2 p.m., followed by the
concert at 4 p.m. with organist Bob Carangelo
accompanied by vocalist Tim Throckmorton,
both of Middle Haddam. Bring a side dish to
share. Singing along is encouraged!

For more information, call 860-993-5311 or
email mapionzio@comcast.net.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Austin Bigelow, Na-
than Bigelow and Annin Daley made the spring
2026 Deanss List at Vermont State University in
Randolph Center, Vt.

Where’s Bell?

The Friends of East Hampton Public Li-
brary, in partnership with businesses in
East Hampton, is holding the third annual
“Where’s Bell?” contest through July 31.

Pick up a game sheet for free at the East
Hampton Public Library, then during the
month of July stop by as many participat-
ing businesses as possible and find the Bell
mascot hidden within.

Those that return their game sheets to the
library by Aug. 7 will be entered into prize
raffles based on how many businesses they
were able to check off the list; attached re-
ceipts from participating businesses earn
you additional chances to win. This year’s
prizes are sponsored by Carl Guild & As-
sociates.

For more information,
sofehpl@gmail.com.

email friend-

BROTHERS OIL COMPANY

Since 1978

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available
VI‘SA www.BrothersOil.com Em

,,,,,,,,, HOD |14 « S7-308374

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
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By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton residents will vote again at a
budget referendum on Aug. 5 after rejecting
both the town and education budgets in two
past referendum votes.

The Board of Finance on Monday took steps
to cut the education budget by an additional
$350,000 (a total of $600,000 lost from the dis-
trict’s original proposed budget) and the town’s
general government budget by $340,949.

Residents will now vote on an education
budget totaling $39,550,937, a 2.03% increase
over last year’s $38,762,951 budget, and a town
general budget totaling $19,358,960, which is
a 2.21% reduction from last year’s $19,796,780
general town budget. The overall combined
budget comes in at $58,909,897, a 0.6% increase
over the previous year, at a time when inflation
is measuring 3.5% for the 12 months ending in
June, according to the federal Bureau of Labor
Statistics. This new proposed budget would re-
sult in a mill rate of 27.82 mills.

At the Board of Finance’s meeting, residents
expressed their sadness, anger and frustration

over the loss of valued education programs, like
the Smart Start preschool and middle school
sports. Democratic board members seemed
frustrated yet resigned to needing to make cuts
in order to achieve a passable budget.

Community members also spoke on behalf
of the police department, volunteer fire depart-
ment, ambulance association and senior center,
arguing that cuts to these funding areas ran the
risk of negatively affecting public safety in the
town. From the police and fire chiefs, to the am-
bulance service chief of service, representatives
showed up to make their cases heard.

On the town government side, board mem-
bers debated different line items that could be
cut before deciding on a few key items, such as
sidewalk snow plowing and closing the town
transfer station and entering into a contract
with a private company to run an alternate pri-
vate transfer station.

Those items would later come up at the Town
Council meeting the following night, with Re-
publican Tim Feegel worrying about plowing in

The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug invites
boat owners to decorate their boats with
lights and gather for the annual Light Up the
Lake on Saturday, Aug. 8, at 8:30 p.m., in the
waters in front of CVS/bow & arrow sign.

Then slowly cruise around the lake, when
you hear the four blasts of an air horn, pass-
ing by Sears Park first, and continue cruising
around the lake past many lake and beach
associations and bays. Boaters are asked to
cruise at no-wake speed.

This is not an organized boat parade. You

Light Up the Lake

do not need to fill out an entry form; just feel
free to join in. Participate at your own risk.
The Friends group said it cannot guarantee
that boats will go around the whole lake or
pass by at any particular time. Sears Park
will be open past dusk for people to park and
watch the boats going by.

Property owners, businesses, and lake asso-
ciations are encouraged to put lights up too!

For more information, call Cap Egan at
860-395-7844.

Attention East Hampton Residents

Residents who currently reside in the Middle
Haddam or Cobalt areas of East Hampton are
reminded to ensure that both their P.O. Box
number and street address are listed on all mo-
tor vehicle registrations. This information can
be updated by visiting the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles website at https://dmv.
service.ct.gov.

Additionally, please update your mailing ad-
dress information with the town for all real es-
tate and personal property accounts to include
both your street address and PO Box number.

The East Hampton Post Office will no longer

deliver tax bills that list only a street address
without the corresponding P.O. Box number.
To ensure timely delivery of your tax bills and
other important correspondence, please verify
that your mailing information is accurate and
complete.

If you did not receive your tax bill, please
contact the tax collector’s office by email at tax-
collector@easthamptonct.gov to request a du-
plicate copy. You may also view and pay your
bill online by visiting www.easthamptonct.gov
and selecting “Pay My Bill”

Middlesex County Distinguished Citizen Award

The Middlesex County Chamber of Com-
merce has announced that the chamber is now
accepting nominations for the 2026 Distin-
guished Citizen Award - and East Hampton
residents are eligible.

The Distinguished Citizen Award honors in-
dividuals whose contributions extend beyond
the normal responsibilities of their profession
or employment. Special consideration is given
to volunteerism, civic engagement, charitable
work, mentorship, leadership, and other mean-
ingful acts of service that have benefited the
community.

The recipient(s) of the 2026 Distinguished
Citizen Award will be honored at the Middle-
sex County Chamber of Commerce’s Annual
Awards Dinner on Wednesday, Sept. 23, from
5-8 p.m., at The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Sta-
tion in Haddam.

Nominations must be submitted in writ-
ing no later than Monday, July 27. The Distin-
guished Citizen Award Committee will review
all nominations and select this year’s recipient.

To submit a nomination or learn more, visit
www.middlesexchamber.com/awards-and-
scholarships.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: Fresh From the Farmers
Market: A Cookbook Club Event: Tuesday,
Aug. 4, 6:30 p.m. Visit your local farmers mar-
ket, farmstand, or your own garden and prepare
a recipe featuring locally grown produce. Bring
a prepared dish and 12 copies of the recipe;
the library will provide plates and forks. Food
should arrive ready to eat.

Tech Help: Thursday, Aug. 6, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, tablets, and e-read-
ers. No registration required; just bring your
device with you.

Murder Mystery Party: “A Murder Most
Curated”: Thursday, Aug. 6, 6:30 p.m. All are
invited to come to the library after hours for
an interactive mobster murder mystery. Guests
will follow clues, question suspects, and vote on
who they think the killer is before the mystery
is revealed. Audience participation is encour-
aged, and guests are welcome to dress in 1920s-
1930s Prohibition-era attire. Light refreshments
will be served; adults only, registration required.
Sponsored by Friends of the East Hampton
Public Library.

Teen Programs: Crochet (and more!) with
Keri: Grades 6-12: Tuesday, July 28, 6 p.m.
Meet in the teen space for a casual evening of
crochet and other crafts with the teen librarian.

Lunch Bunch - The Next Chapter (Fresh-
men Only!): Wednesday, July 29, 1-2 p.m. This
is a freshmen-only version of the lunchtime
book club. Bring your lunch and the book you
are currently reading.

Lunch Bunch Book Club: Grades 6-8:
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 1-2 p.m. Students entering
grades 6-8 are invited to our Lunch Bunch Book
Club! Bring your lunch and the book you’re cur-
rently reading. Chat about books, play games,
do crafts, and eat lunch together.

Teen TCG Club: Grades 8-12: Friday, Aug. 7,
1-3 p.m. Players of Magic: The Gathering, Poke-
mon, Yu-Gi-Oh!, and more are invited to join us
for an afternoon of friendly competition. Magic:
The Gathering decks will be available for new
players to use.

Children’s Programs: I Survived... at the
Library! For Grades 2-5: Monday, July 27,
4:30-5:30 p.m. Enter the world of the I Survived
books and explore three different periods of his-
tory. Registration required.

Lego at the Library: Grades K-6: Tues-
day, Aug. 4, 4:30-5:30 p.m. All are invited each
month for a new challenge or theme for you to
work on solo or as a team. All Lego bricks pro-
vided.

front the cemetery and Republican Ted Hintz
growing upset about the fate of the transfer sta-
tion. Democratic council member Joelyn Leon
pointed out that residents had not spoken out
vocally at meetings against these cuts.

The Smart Start preschool continued to be
a large part of discussions at the town council
meeting as well, with Superintendent of Schools
Tim Van Tasel explaining its associated costs
and the reasons why decisions about cuts had to
be made now, with only a little over a month left
before the start of the school year. When asked
whether people would be left out of a job as a
result of education cuts, he was careful in saying
he didn’t know, noting that while positions were
lost, some individuals may be able to move into
roles that are currently vacant, even if they are
not their original positions.

Eventually, the council voted to approve both
proposed budgets that the Board of Finance
sent its way, with the education budget pass-
ing unanimously and only Hintz voting against

Budgets Back to Referendum on Aug. 5

the general town budget. The council voted to
hold a town meeting on Wednesday, July 29 at
3:30 p.m., and to set the budget referendum for
Wednesday, Aug. 5, between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m.
at Town Hall.

The town clerK’s office also put out a notice
informing the public about absentee ballot in-
formation. Absentee ballots, they said, are cur-
rently available at the Town ClerKs office, lo-
cated at 1 Community Drive. Office hours are
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Tuesday 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.

All registered voters and individual proper-
ty owners with an assessment of not less than
$1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to ob-
tain an absentee ballot for this referendum, they
said, and because the referendum is being held
with less than three weeks’ notice, state law only
allows ballots to be picked up in person for this
referendum.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Art for July: Historic photos and
memorabilia from Middle Haddam’s past, along
with nautical artwork and maritime related
items of interest, are featured in a special ex-
hibit.

Save the Date: All are invited to the library’s
celebration of the nation’s 250th year on Sunday,

Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living History
Collective, will offer a variety of maritime-relat-
ed demonstrations, talks and exhibits. Refresh-
ments will be served on the library’s new porch.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome. Contact the library for
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register,
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Recreation News

East Hampton Recreation has announced the
following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Camp Wildwood at Lake Pocotopaug at
Sears Park: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., for ages
6-12. Cost is $225.

East Hampton Farm Stand Crawl: Satur-
day, Aug. 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Support local farms
at your own pace! Pick up a free Participating
Farm list at East Hampton Recreation or East
Hampton Public Library, or visit www.east-
hamptonrec.com.

Herbal Walk and Talk: Tuesday, Aug. 18,
6-7:30 p.m. All are invited to explore common
herbs, learn about their traditional uses and
take home a bundle of fresh herbs. Cost is $25.

Camp Scholarships: The Belltown Garden
Club is offering three camp scholarships to en-
courage children to explore the outdoors, con-
nect with nature, and learn about gardening
and the environment. Scholarships are avail-

able for one-week East Hampton Recreation
programs, including Farm to Table, Nature Ex-
plorer Camp, Camp Wildwood, Beach & Water
Play (pre-K) and Summer Camp at Sears Park.
Families interested in applying for a scholarship
for any of these week-long programs should
contact the East Hampton Recreation Depart-
ment for application information and eligibility
requirements.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The event
will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a
four-person scramble format. Lunch/dinner
and two drink tickets are included for every
golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for dinner
($50). Sponsorship options available as well.
A highlight of this year’s tournament will be a
Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will have a
chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There
will also be a raffle contest and prizes. The tour-
nament benefits East Hampton Sears Park Play-
ground equipment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

LLC

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“It’s a sure sign of summer
if the chair gets up when
you do.”—Walter Winchell

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

[ Visit us on Facebook
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The new East Hampton-based organization
The Commissions on Aging in Connecticut.
(COACT) is looking for a volunteer with of-
fice computer skills to spend 4 to 8 fours
per week helping to grow and adminster the
group.

The new organization is encouraging shar-
ing of ideas, plans and best practices among
town Commissions on Aging (COAs) and
similar groups, in the hopes of improving the
lives of older adults.

Volunteer Sought

The volunteer would with outreach to ex-
pand COACT’s database of contact informa-
tion for leaders of town COAs, and would
also be a contact person for newly interested
people. Other desirable help would be note-
taking and distribution for monthly meetings,
creation of flyers, and updating a calendar of
task due dates.

If intersted, contact organizer Eric Rosen-
berg, MD, at COAchair@EastHamptonCT.
gov for more information.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-
nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean
and price the donations. Items not accepted:
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that

can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers
and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on July 25,
Aug. 1 and Aug. 8. Drop-off is located at the
lower end of the building in the garage area by
Helping Hands, 27 Skinner St. Please do not
drop off your donations at the main entrance to
the building or on any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m.,
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Early Bird Tickets for Haddam Neck Fair

Early Bird tickets for the 2026 Haddam Neck
Fair are on sale all this month.

Celebrating its 114th year, the Haddam Neck
Fair will return Sept. 4-7. For a limited time,
Early Bird tickets will be available at a discount-
ed rate, giving attendees the opportunity to ex-
perience everything the fair has to offer while
saving money and avoiding lines at the gate.

The four-day fair features classic fair foods,

agricultural exhibits, live entertainment, com-
petitions, family-friendly activities, and more.

Early Bird tickets will be available until July
31, and can be purchased at bit.ly/HNFTick-
ets26.

For more information about the Haddam
Neck Fair, including event details and updates,
visit www.haddamneckfair.com.

Taxes Due

Taxes for real estate, personal property and
motor vehicles levied on the Oct. 1, 2025 Grand
List were due and payable July 1, and the final
day to pay without penalty is Monday, Aug. 3.
Real estate and personal property taxes totaling
more than $100, as well as motor vehicle taxes
totaling more than $500, may be paid in two
equal installments.

Property owners are responsible for ensuring
that all taxes are paid when due. Failure to re-
ceive a tax bill does not relieve the taxpayer of
the responsibility to pay taxes owed, including
any applicable interest charges for delinquent
payments. If you did not receive your tax bill,
please contact the Collector of Revenue at tax-
collector@easthamptonct.gov.

Late payments accrue interest at a rate of

Senior Center

Upcoming Trip
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required.
For more information or to register, stop by the
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25,
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield
and a show with Freddie Marion performing
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149.

1.5% per month (18% annually) with a $2 mini-
mum interest charge, as required by state law.
Payments legibly postmarked by the USPS on or
before Aug. 3 are considered on time regardless
of when they are received by the tax office.

Checks should be made payable to Town of
East Hampton. Payments may be mailed to:
Collector of Revenue, 1 Community Drive, East
Hampton, CT 06424. Payments may also be
made online at www.easthamptonct.gov. Credit
card payments are subject to a 3.25% conve-
nience fee. There is no fee for ACH/EFT pay-
ments.

Hours of collection: Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday: 8 a.m.-6:30
p.m.; Friday: 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Yarners at Senior Center

For the summer, the East Hampton Yarners
knitting club from East Hampton Congrega-
tional Church will meeting at East Hampton
Senior Center, 105 Main St., on Wednesdays at
10 a.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman

bps

lawyers

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE

Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,
Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

i

John D. Maxwell

N~

Puconn

Proud Full-Service Law Partner of UConn Athletics

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com
2252 Main Street, Glastonbury « 42 High Street, East Hampton

Erik Scalzi

Stephan P. Sobin
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Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Advance registra-
tion is required for all programs unless noted;
register at myactivecenter.com or by contacting
the center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@
easthamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center for more information
and a list of regular weekly and monthly activi-
ties, including games, quilting, the Trailblazers

walking group, Bible study, tap dance, Linefit
and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Chicken Barbecue: The next drive-thru
Chicken Barbecue will be held Saturday, Aug. 8,
from noon to 5 p.m., at the church field.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study will meet Wednesday, Aug. 12, from 7-8
a.m. to share scripture around what the Bible
says about being a man. There will be coffee,
pastries and conversation

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,

is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
through Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30
p.m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m.,,
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note:
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive:
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants,

Resident Graduates
Paul Pignatella of East Hampton recently
graduated from the University of Tampa in
Tampa, Fla.
Pignatella received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in biology.

Residents Graduate
East Hampton residents Nathan Bigelow and
Annin Daley recently graduated from Vermont
State University in Randolph Center, Vt.
Bigelow earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in accounting, and Daley earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in nursing.

If you're thinking of finighing your high school diploma, you have
more support than yr(realize‘ Find teachers and free adult
education classes q"ear youat FinishYourDiploma.org.

light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue
tote in the Parish Hall.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in
good condition for our Tag Sale. Contact Dick
Napolitano at rnapl137@gmail.com for addi-
tional information.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish
members are need to donate money to cover the
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Republicans
Meet Next Week

All are invited to the next meeting of the East
Hampton Republican Town Committee at The
Dublin, 42 E. High St., at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, July
28. Attendees will learn about volunteer oppor-
tunities in the community.

For more information, email ehctgop@gmail.
com or visit www.easthamptonrtc.com.

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Commission Celebrates a Healthy Lake Pocotopaug

By Anne Lilburn

East Hamptons Conservation-Lake Commis-
sion wants residents to know that Lake Pocoto-
paug is doing well, but they also want residents
to remember that keeping the lake healthy takes
constant work.

“East Hampton’s Lake Pocotopaug is follow-
ing a fairly typical spring to early summer wa-
ter quality pattern, with respect to water clarity,
algae types, and nutrient content,” Lake Com-
mission member Bob Hart wrote in an update.
He said it had come a long way from the early
days of the Conservation-Lake Commission,
which he said began in 2006. Back then, he said,
it wasn't uncommon to hear about the lake be-
ing closed to swimming due to algae levels and
poor water quality.

These days, thanks in part due to work done
by the commission, the lake is much improved.
Hart spoke to the Rivereast, along with Com-
mission Chair Jason Hartling. The commis-
sion, they said, had been tackling water quality
challenges in the lake in three broad categories:
watershed improvements that prevent high-
nutrient runoff from entering the lake, in-lake
treatments that enhance water quality directly

Absentee Ballots
for Primar

The Democratic primary ?(:r governor
will be held Tuesday, Aug. 11, at East Hamp-
ton High School, 15 North Maple St. Early
voting will occur Aug. 3-9, at Town Hall.

Absentee ballots are available at the Town
Clerks office, located at 1 Community
Drive. Office hours are Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday,
8 am.-6:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30
p.m.

Only Democratic registered voters are
eligible to obtain an absentee ballot for this
primary.

For more information, call 860 267-2519.

EHHS Class of ‘67

Reunion
Members of the East Hampton High School
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m.,
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and
pay as you go. Call or text 860-682-2067 to re-
serve your spot.

Karen Piazza

Portland Resident’s
Artwork at Library

Artwork by Portland Artist Karen Piazza will
be featured through August at the Historic Mid-
dle Haddam Public Library

Piazza is a watercolor artist and potter. Her
favorite subjects to paint are cafe and market
scenes, representing her years living in France.
She also creates functional pottery with a deco-
rative flair, often texturing and hand-painting
her pieces.

An artist reception will be held Friday, Aug.
7, from 4-6 p.m., with refreshments and time to
chat with Piazza about her work.

For more information on Piazza, visit wester-
lyarts.com/karen-piazza.

in the lake, and community education in which
they help residents make smart choices about
fertilizers, landscaping and development.

The lake’s current aeration system has been
operating since 2020, said Hartling, and con-
sists of 56 aerator diffusers fed by two onshore
air compressors via hoses run along the lake
bottom. Those bubblers help mix water, particu-
larly at deeper lake areas, in order to maintain
oxygen levels and prevent anaerobic bacteria
growth and benefit fish. Last year, they ran from
April through early November.

The commission has also worked to provide
in-lake chemical herbicide treatments, partially
funded through state-level grants, that fight the
growth of invasive hydrilla, a weed that has been
growing in the lake. The commission also did
a “substantial winter lake drawdown” this past
year, according to Hart, which he said helped to
expose the plant’s roots to freezing conditions.

They have also approved another chemical
treatment that will take place in the near future
to reduce phosphorus levels in the water.

Hart and Hartling both said they were proud
of the commission’s Lake Smart program, which

All-American Post!... VFW Post 5095
has achieved ‘All-American’ Post status
for the fourth consecutive year! This na-
tional distinction recognizes exceptional
leadership and teamwork, authentic ac-
complishment in membership growth
and VFW core programs. Pictured is post
commander Ted Turner.

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon
providing the sermon.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call
the office at 860-267-5989. Office hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

East Hampton
High School

of 1971

encourages residents to consider their fertilizer
use town-wide, not just in houses immediately
surrounding the lake.

“The main concern is the fertilizer that peo-
ple apply to lawns and the fact that there’s a lot
less pervious infiltration surfaces,” said Hart.
“There’s more impervious surfaces with roofs
and driveways and roads that have been built
and that reduces the amount of land that was
good for infiltrating the water and removing
nutrients before the water seeps into the lake”

That runoff, he said, flowed directly from
roofs and driveways and streets into tributaries
and storm drains, leading directly into the lake.
Nutrients from the fertilizers, he said, serve
as food for the algae, which can produce toxic
chemicals. While the commission members
emphasized that they haven’t seen that toxic
scenario happen, they said it was “always a risk.”

Both Hart and Hartling said they lived near
the lake, and considered its health important to
the community. With that said, they said that
the way the watershed works, it's not only lake-

side residents who can make a difference.

“It’s a testament to how important this this
ecosystem is,” said Hartling, “and how special it
is, that even if you live on a random street in the
town of East Hampton, you can have an impact
in making this lake a little bit healthier every
single day by the actions you take in your yard”

Hart and Hartling both said theyve seen
the bald eagles that have become some of East
Hampton’s most famous residents recently.

“We were just out there yesterday on the
lake,” said Hart, “and we looked and we saw one
of the bald eagles land in one of the tall trees at
the end of Spellman Point, and we got real close,
and it’s a stunningly magnificent bird. It's abso-
lutely beautiful”

“That’s an example of, as we as we continually
improve the water quality here, well see nature
return,” said Hartling. “And my dream is that in
four or five years, we're talking about how do
we continue to increase the native species in the
lake so that the lake begins healing itself”

First Congregational Church News

All are welcome to First Congregational
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday.
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This week’ ser-
mon title is “Treasure.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: Sunday School for children
ages K-8th grade is provided. This week, the
topic is “God’s Garden.”

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

Lions Club
Scholarship Raffle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-
ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship
program. The club each year offers four $1,500
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the
first, second and third prizes are reentered for
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24,
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N.
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951.

Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need col-
lects donations for the Portland Food Bank.
Items needed are oatmeal packets, peanut but-
ter, peanut butter crackers, canned protiens, in-
dividual snacks, and juice boxes.

For more information about church services
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or
call 860-342-3244.

Tennis Program for Adults

The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-
gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-11 a.m., at the East
Hampton High School courts.

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome.
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires
no partners and is open to all levels of adult
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up.

For more information, call or text Natalie
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Police News

7/15: Michael Tomlin, 40, of Middletown,
was arrested and charged with criminal viola-
tion of a civil protection order, East Hampton
Police said.

7/15: Shanice Spivey, 27, of Portland, was ar-
rested and charged with violation of a criminal
protective order, police said.

7/17: Kevin Lombardi, 55, of East Hampton
was arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct, second-degree threatening and third-de-
gree criminal mischief, police said.

From July 13-19, officers responded to 26
medical calls, five motor vehicle crashes and five
alarms, and made 14 traffic stops, police said.

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

RE11-6-20
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55th Year Class Reunion &

Quedity Uped

BRC

Auto & Truck

[

Family Owned & Operated

Dumpster Rentals
Free Pick Up & Delivery

Saturday, Sept. 19" ¢ 1:00PM tO ........ %
$30 per person \” 4
Grandview Camp Resort & Cottages
489 North Moodus Rd.—
Moodus, CT

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.
15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)
1 Week Rental

Farls

-Pleas;e call Eileen Oliva
© - 860-989-0038 or email | _
. eoIrva25@yahoo com for moye/ etalls

ook Today
860 267-7140 .

24 OId Coach Road East Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com
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* Letters, cont. from page 10

The Cost of Standing Still
To the Editor:

Every budget season, community members
disagree over the use of the term “cuts,” since
most proposed budgets are technically increas-
es from the previous fiscal year’s amounts. And
despite this year being different in many ways
from years past, what hasn’t changed is that
these increases on paper are still tangible cuts to
the programs and services offered to Colchester
residents, students, and families community-
wide.

The unfortunate reality is that while grocer-
ies, utilities, and healthcare cost more than ever,
so does running a school district in 2026.

As a Colchester resident, taxpayer, and parent
of children in our schools, I support voting ‘yes’
to the proposed BOE budget on July 28 because
this budget is about preserving the quality of ed-
ucation our community has spent generations
building - not expanding it.

Since the first referendum, the proposed
Board of Education budget has already been
reduced by an additional $1.5 million, bringing
the overall reductions to over $2.8 million since
February.

The town faces a similar scenario — with hun-
dreds of thousands in cuts since earlier this year,
the current proposed budget seeks to maintain
public safety and staffing where-possible, while
still making necessary cuts to town services
based directly on voter feedback from the first
referendum.

If these budgets fail again, the discussion is
no longer about finding efficiencies. Those have
already been found. The next round of reduc-
tions to the education budget will come from
classrooms: fewer teachers, fewer educational
opportunities, larger class sizes, and diminished
support for students. And town reductions will
come directly from town hall: fewer public ser-
vices, fewer maintained spaces, and fewer pub-
lic safety initiatives prioritized.

Reasonable people can disagree about taxes.
I respect that. But we should make our decision
based on what this vote actually represents. A
‘yes’ vote is not a vote for unnecessary spending.
It is a vote to maintain the services and schools
that attract families to Colchester, protect home
values, and prepare our children for the future.

On Tuesday, July 28, I hope you’ll join me in
voting ‘yes’ for our students, our schools, and
our community’s future.

Stefanie Tracey-Calash - Colchester

Note: Tracey-Calash is chair of the Colchester
Board of Education, but said she is speaking as
an individual.

Taxpayers Deserve

Better Answers
To the Editor:

The first referendum sent a clear message:
taxpayers want answers. Yet as I watch the reac-
tion of our town government to this budget cri-
sis, I find myself disappointed. What is missing
is a sense of urgency to listen to the taxpayers
who have spoken clearly.

I attended meetings where the Board of Edu-
cation discussed potential budget reductions.
The conversation was both frustrating and pre-
dictable. The first programs put forward for cuts
were the ones that tug at the community’s heart-
strings — band, world language, and the arts.
These programs are important, which is exactly
why they were highlighted.

But then something interesting happened.
After public pushback, many of those cuts
suddenly became avoidable. Alternatives were
found. That should raise an important question
for every voter: if these programs were truly on
the brink of elimination, how were other solu-
tions found so quickly once the community
spoke up?

To me, this demonstrates that there are still
conversations to be had about spending pri-
orities. Yet those conversations seem to never
happen. Instead, taxpayers are once again being
asked to approve a budget that many have al-
ready rejected.

It is also important to remember that this
proposed budget still represents a significant
increase over last year’s spending. The larger
question is whether taxpayers can continue to
absorb increases at this pace while having le-
gitimate concerns about how funds are being
allocated.

This is not a Republican issue or a Demo-
cratic issue. It is a taxpayer issue. Residents have
asked for a harder look at spending and greater
transparency regarding where their tax dollars
are going.

Voters should also look beyond the mill rate
discussion. While some may point to the mill
rate and suggest the impact is less significant
than it appears, state funding is helping offset
part of the current situation. That may provide
temporary relief, but it does not address the
underlying spending trajectory. Temporary as-
sistance should not be mistaken for long-term
fiscal stability.

A ‘no’ vote is not a vote against our students,
teachers, or schools. It is a vote for transparen-
cy, accountability, and responsible stewardship
of taxpayer dollars. The first referendum sent a
message. It is time for our leaders to listen.

Taxpayers deserve better answers before they
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Weir Nets Perfect Attendance

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) earned a
100% voting attendance record for the fourth
straight year, spanning sessions 2023-2026.

“For me, showing up is one of the most im-
portant parts of this job,” Weir said. He added:
“The issues are complex, and extend beyond
the bill title. The people of our district expect
their voices to be heard no matter what. The
district deserves someone who has lived here,
understands the needs of all residents, and
shows up to do the job”

During the 2026 session, legislators consid-
ered thousands of bills and voted on over 300,
covering a variety of issues.

“People send us to Hartford to work togeth-
er to solve problems,” Weir continued. “Thank
you for your continued trust in me as your
state representative; you can always count on
me to show up, listen, and work hard every
day on your behalf”

Weir is currently seeking a third term in office
as representative for the 55th House District,
which covers the towns of Andover, Bolton,
Glastonbury, Hebron and Marlborough.

Police Cadets
Seek Members

Teens considering a job in law enforcement
or the military, or just want to serve the com-
munity, are invited to join the Connecticut State
Police Cadet program.

The program meets twice a month on
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the State Police
barracks in Colchester, and males and females
ages 13-20 are invited to join. The Cadet pro-
gram focuses on building confidence, improv-
ing physical fitness and leadership training.

If interested in attending a meeting or for
more information, call 860-465-5468 or email
troopkcadets028@gmail.com.

YOUR AD

Should Be Here!

CALL US AT:
860-633-4691

are asked to pay more. I encourage voters to
hold the line and vote ‘no’ on July 28.
Olivia Duksa - Colchester
Note: Duksa is chair of the Colchester Repub-
lican Town Committee, but said she is writing as
an individual.

Don’t Forget to Vote
Ton the Editor:

As taxpayers, we are at a critical crossroads.

If you look at the dollar increase page of the
adopted FY 2026-27 Budget, you will notice a
troubling trend. Since 2012, Colchester has not
experienced the level of spending increases we
have seen over the last three budget cycles.

History reminds us that citizens have long ob-
jected to taxation without accountability. In the
years leading up to the American Revolution,
the British imposed taxes through measures
such as the Sugar Act, Stamp Act, Townshend
Acts, and Tea Act. While today’s circumstances
are very different, the common principle is that
taxpayers expect responsible stewardship of
their money.

From FY 2023-2024 through FY 2026-2027,
Colchester’s combined budget has increased by
$8,874,235 — approximately a 14.83% increase
in spending over three years. Even after the re-
ductions made during this budget process, this
year’s proposed budget is still about $3 million
higher than the prior year’s budget.

Taxpayers should also consider the ongoing
concerns surrounding the Health Reserve Fund
and the approximately $500,000 superintendent
payout. Many residents continue to question the
financial decisions that led to these costs.

Another question taxpayers deserve an an-
swer to is why the administration waited 69
days - from May 20, 2026, to July 28, 2026 —
to hold the second budget referendum. Dur-
ing that same period, many Connecticut towns
conducted their second or even third budget
referendums.

Did Bernie Dennler want you to forget, be
distracted or be on vacation?

Residents have every right to ask why Col-
chester’s process took so much longer.

On Tuesday, July 28, taxpayers have an op-
portunity to make their voices heard louder.

If you believe Colchester needs greater fis-
cal responsibility, stronger accountability, and
more disciplined budgeting, please vote ‘no’ in
the budget referendum.

Lance Lusignan - Colchester

Vote for Affordability
To the Editor:

Colchester taxpayers will vote on the pro-
posed town budget Tuesday, July 28. The com-
bined proposal increases spending by $3.3
million, or 5%, over the current adopted bud-
get. School spending would rise 4.4%, while
town spending would rise 7%. Meanwhile, the
U.S. inflation rate is 3.5%, and voters in other
Rivereast towns have been rejecting budget in-
creases closer to 3%.

You may see letters in the Rivereast saying the
budget has been “cut” It was reduced from the
original request, but it has not been cut com-
pared with what Colchester currently spends.
The proposal still adds more than $3.3 million
in spending at a rate higher than inflation and
higher than increases being rejected in neigh-
boring communities. Calling that a cut ob-
scures the question voters are actually deciding:
whether Colchester should spend 5% more next
year.

You may also see claims that the “tax impact”
is only 3.5%. That figure may be technically ac-
curate, but it is incomplete. The town is using
one-time funds to reduce this year’s tax impact.
Those funds are not recurring revenue, but
the increased spending is recurring. Once that
money is gone, taxpayers will still be respon-
sible for supporting the full cost of this budget,
plus whatever additional spending increase is
proposed next year.

Affordability is a problem throughout Con-
necticut. Grocery, utility, housing and other
household costs remain high. Connecticut’s un-
employment rate has climbed to 5.2%. Families
cannot continually reach into their savings or
assume that next year’s income will pay for this
year’s spending. Town government should exer-
cise the same discipline.

Colchester has an affordability and spending
problem. That is why I will vote ‘no, and I en-
courage others to do the same. Make a plan to
vote Tuesday, July 28, because every vote mat-
ters.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester
Republican Town Committee, but is writing as an
individual.

Keeping Colchester

A Place We Call Home
To the Editor:

I love Colchester. I want it to remain a town
where families can grow, seniors can afford to
stay, and farmers can continue their way of life.

After reviewing these budgets, I will vote ‘no’
I believe we can support the services we value
while being responsible with the money our
neighbors work hard to earn.

This is not a vote against our schools, public
safety, town employees, or our services. It is a
vote for accountability and responsible budget-
ing.
These budgets increase spending by approxi-
mately $3.34 million. Since FS Dennler took of-
fice, spending has increased about 24%. Before
asking taxpayers to contribute more, leaders
should ensure every dollar is used wisely.

Many Colchester families are feeling the
pressure of rising costs. At the same time, FS
Dennler is set to receive a $21,395 raise. After
taxpayers voted down the first budget, residents
should ask: Is this the best use of taxpayer dol-
lars when families are being asked to make sac-
rifices? Our leaders should set an example of
fiscal responsibility.

Another concern is Colchester’s upcom-
ing property revaluation. Higher assessments
combined with spending increases will likely
mean higher tax bills for many homeowners. In
neighboring East Hampton, residents reported
tax increases of $800 to $1,000 or more after its
revaluation. We should learn from that experi-
ence and protect taxpayers.

Protecting taxpayers also means addressing
problems before they get worse. I am concerned
about the health insurance reserve crisis and its
management. As the forensic audit revealed,
FS Dennler was aware of concerns about the
reserve as early as April 2025, yet failed to act,
allowing the problem to grow into a financial
crisis. Residents deserve to know why.

Leadership means addressing problems early,
communicating openly, and protecting taxpay-
ers from avoidable burdens. Now, taxpayers are
being asked to rebuild the health insurance re-
serve — costing millions this year and more in
future budgets - while also being on the hook
for a nearly $500,000 payout related to the for-
mer superintendent. These costs will affect Col-
chester taxpayers for years to come.

Colchester has been a community where
people could build a future. Voting ‘no’ does not
mean we do not care about Colchester. It means
we care enough to ask for better decisions, re-
sponsible spending, and a plan that works for
our neighbors.

Please join me. Vote ‘no’ on July 28.

Together, we can keep Colchester a place we
can all call home.

Colchester deserves better,
Cyndee Laribee - Colchester
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KinderRHAMa Preschool Summer Camp
is open for all towns — and some weeks still
have openings.

The program is held at the AHM Kinder-
RHAMa classroom and play yard at RHAM
High School, and is for children ages 3-5 who
have not yet started kindergarten. Hours are 9
a.m.-noon Monday through Friday. Families
can choose to enroll for one to eight weeks.
Children must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and be fully
toilet-trained to participate.

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp

Cost per week is $125. To register, go
to ahmyouth.recdesk.com/Community/
Program?category=4. Financial aid may be
available for families who qualify by filling out
the form at: ahmyouth.org/program-scholar-
ship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at beckym@
ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.

CHORE:s & TASKs - Job Opportunity for Teens

Are you a teen looking for summer work?
AHM Youth and Family Services CHOREs &
TASKs program is currently in need of teens
aged 14-18 to work two-hour shifts for senior
citizens age 60 and up living in Andover, Co-
lumbia, Hebron and Marlborough.

Senior citizens have chores completed at no
charge around their home and yard. Teenag-
ers age 14-18 can earn minimum wage and

Like us on

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

can choose multiple 2-hour shifts, a letter of
recommendation for active involvement in the
program, and learn communication, scheduling
and time-management skills. Teens are paid by
AHM Youth & Family Services.

For more information on these programs,
and to apply for work, visit tinyurl.com/ahm-
chores.

Red Cross Blood Drive
The RHAM Medical Careers class will host
a summer blood drive with the American Red
Cross on Friday, Aug. 7, from noon-5 p.m., in
the high school gym.
To make an appointment, go to tinyurl.com/
rhamblooddrive
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* Cuts Bring Pain, cont. from page 1
dren, was partially grant-funded via an esti-
mated $97,500 state grant. Parents spoke of the
challenges of finding replacement programs
that met their needs in the area on late notice,
with the school year rapidly approaching. Some
asked about options for families to pay on a slid-
ing scale to make the program happen.

Van Tasel explained that the state grant fund-
ing came with stipulations, among them a re-
quirement that the town limit the amount it
charged for the program according to set stan-
dards. The district had calculated, he said, that it
would be able to collect approximately $45,000
in tuition if it were to charge on a sliding scale
basis (based on need). The program’s total cost,
made up of salaries and benefits for two staff
members, was $204,000. After accounting for
the state grant and that tuition income, the pro-
gram would still cost roughly $60,000 to run,
said Van Tasel, who emphasized that he be-
lieved in the value of the Smart Start program
and did not want to have to cut it.

In a Facebook post on Tuesday, East Hamp-
ton Public Schools stated the savings from the
elimination of the program comes to $67,483.
At numerous meetings over the past few weeks,
Van Tasel has acknowledged that the town
would be losing out on state grant money by
cutting the program, and said that it was a com-
petitive grant. If the town wanted to receive it in
the future, he said, they would have to reapply
and might not get it again.

Van Tasel also pushed back against the notion
that the district could find hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in savings entirely in adminis-
trative line items without cutting programs.

At Tuesday night’s Town Council meeting, as
well as on other occasions, Van Tasel empha-
sized that he saw value in every single one of the
programs among the cuts, but he also acknowl-
edged that, in rejecting the proposed budget,
the community had spoken. The Board of Edu-
cation now needed to make these cuts, he said,
in order to meet the funding standard that the
Board of Finance had set in order to increase
the chance of the budget passing at the next ref-
erendum vote.

“We are deeply disappointed in the results of
the referendum,” said Board of Education Presi-
dent Nancy Kohler. “The outcome has put us
in a position where it is necessary to reduce or
eliminate programs that we believe in; programs
that bring tremendous value to our school sys-
tem. Since early in the budget season, we have
advocated for these programs and hoped that
we would be able to maintain them. However,
two failed referendums have sent a clear mes-
sage that reductions need to be made. We are
trying to be responsive to the wishes of the East
Hampton voters as demonstrated by the refer-
endum, while balancing the needs of our stu-
dents and maintaining excellence in our school
system. It is a challenging task”

Like Van Tasel, Kohler said she was sorry to
see it come to cuts like this.

“We understand and share in the frustration
of many with regard to the impact these reduc-
tions will have on our students, families, and
our community as a whole,” she said. “We are
hopeful that people will continue to engage in
the budget process, to seek out accurate infor-
mation from reliable sources, and then come
out to support the budget in the next referen-
dum so that we can move forward with the work
of educating our young learners”

Voters will have the chance to approve this
budget amount at the next referendum on Aug.
5. The cuts that that Board of Education an-
nounced would bring the district in line with
the latest number.

The Town Clerk’s office put out a notice in-
forming the public about absentee ballot infor-
mation. Absentee ballots, they said, are current-
ly available at the Town Clerk’s office, located at
1 Community Drive. Office hours are Monday,
Wednesday & Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

All registered voters and individual proper-
ty owners with an assessment of not less than
$1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to ob-
tain an absentee ballot for this referendum, they
said, and because the referendum is being held
with less than three weeks’ notice, state law only
allows ballots to be picked up in person for this
referendum.

L y 4

2026 RHAM High School graduate Chrisopher Medina was selected for the Al-

lan D. Garray Memorial Teammate of the Year Award. Medina (third from the left)
is pictured with RHAM High School baseball head coach Bill Eller, Medina’s mom
Melissa, and assistant baseball coach Ryan Healey.

Medina Honored as Teammate of Year

Christopher Medina, a senior on RHAM
High School’s baseball team, was selected by his
teammates and coaches to receive the 2026 Al-
lan D. Garray Memorial Teammate of the Year
Award.

RHAM High School head baseball coach Bill
Eller stated, “Chris embodies everything you
hope for in a teammate - hard work, resilience,
and relentless effort. He made us better every
single day in practice, and his impact in games
played a major role in helping our team win”

“From his freshman year on, he never missed
a weightlifting session and approached every
practice with the mindset of improving not
only himself but everyone around him. His
dedication, consistency, and leadership set the
standard for our program,” added Eller. “Chris
may be one of my favorite people I've ever had
the privilege to coach. There is no doubt in my
mind that he will find tremendous success at

UCONN and throughout his life. I am incred-
ibly proud of the young man Chris has become
and deeply grateful for the lasting impact he
has had on me, his teammates, and the RHAM
baseball program.”

The Allan D. Garry Award is presented an-
nually by Dave and Pat Morency, longtime
friends of the Garray Family. Alan Garray, who
passed away in 2021, was the catcher on the
1979 UCONN Baseball Team that went to the
College World Series. Garray then went on to
play for the Kansas City Royals. After his play-
ing days, Garray became an assistant coach for
RHAM High School baseball and part of the
team’s 2004 state championship season.

Medina, who was also an honor student and
peer mentor for RHAM Unified Basketball, will
be attending the University of Connecticut in
the fall, majoring in mechanical engineering.

: CLASSIFIEDS PAY

: in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin and The Rare Reminder
i Email your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

10 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;30¢ for each additional word.
10 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;30¢ for each additional word.
= $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ for each additional word for insertion in both the Citizen

Iand the Bulletin.

Iand The Rare Reminder.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

QO $35.00 per week combination rate;30¢ for each additional word for insertion in the Citizen, Bulletin
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“PET OF THE WEEK"

Two year  old
Bandit is confident
and affectionate. He
will let you carry
him around even
if he would prefer
to explore on his
own. He has good
manners. Bandit has
been fine with other
playful and respectful
cats. He is great with [
people. T%le only

thing this Bandit is

Seven year old Torie is a lovely
and reserved lady who only
lets her hair... errr fur... down
when she’s among those that
she loves and trusts. She tends
to be afraid of other cats and
Torie is decidedly not a fan of
new people, loud noises, or
change. But that is only one side
of Torie. There’s another side;
B | 2 goofy, playful, affectionate
side. When Torie feels safe she
loves belly pets and having her
forehead stroked. Her love languages are touch and quality time
with her people. Torie would be happiest in a quiet home with | going to steal is your
no other pets and someone who will give her time to feel safe. heart.

For MORE INFO ON ADOPTING CATS 0rR DOGS, CcALL 860-569-0722 ‘ A
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722 0L
Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118
A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, WWW.POAINC.0RE

rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.
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Obituaries
Colchester Kaluszka Jr. and Kathy Luna; also Debi Thomas Hebron East Hampton

Michael L. Kaluszka & Legend; Lori Bazzano Mullen, Alysha & Kyle; Carolyn Aubin Mark A. Salie

Michael L. Kaluszka,
83, beloved husband of
the late Janice (Weigold)
Kaluszka, is now pain-
free and at peace after a
courageous battle with
leukemia; leaving behind &
the physical world as
we know it on Tuesday,
June 9. He will be deeply
missed by his family,
friends, and all who knew him.

A true American, he was an only child, born
of Ukrainian descent in war-torn France, March
23, 1943. His life’s journey was marked by resil-
ience from the start. At age 11, he and his mom
bravely boarded a ship bound for America, in
hopes of a better life, and never looked back.

He was so proud of his greatest accomplish-
ment: becoming a U.S. citizen. He graduated
from Hartford High School and attended art
school on a scholarship.

He was a passionate artist; known to draw
many portraits over the years of family, friends,
pets, and even just acquaintances like his local
barber and grocery store’s butcher. He used that
talent to open Mikal Signs, and became a suc-
cessful self-employed sign maker. On buildings,
cars, and even front lawns....his signs, remind-
ers of his talent, are everywhere!

Before and during that time, he was also a
cross-country truck driver; spending countless
hours, and weeks at a time, on the road with his
driving partner and close friend George Bartley.

Michael loved being outdoors. A naturalist
and survivalist, most of his free time was spent
either in the woods hunting with his son, and
others, mostly with bow and arrow; or fishing,
whether deep-sea saltwater or freshwater. He
truly cherished fishing with his close friend,
Captain and owner of the Blackhawk Charter
Fishing vessel, Greg Dubrule. In later years, he
loved just being out in the woods with only his
camera, capturing nature.

Endearingly known as Big Mike or Papa K.,
he never missed the opportunity to teach or
mentor someone on the proper way to hunt or
fish, or even draw, or drive; touching the lives of
many, especially Michael Rall, his “second son,”
and also his grandson Gavin.

Whether he was enjoying dinner with fam-
ily; or a night out seeing a concert or a box-
ing match; having fun winning...or losing...at
the casino; hanging out on the deck with Skip
or passing time at the barn with Jay; hooking a
12-ft. marlin off the coast of Acapulco; driving
around the Never Summer Wilderness Area of
Bowen Mountain in Colorado just soaking up
the scenery; out on an Alaskan cruise watch-
ing for whales; hunting for elk in New Mexico;
catching the latest Uconn basketball game with
a buddy; or just snuggling up at home with his
rescue pups Murphy & Chauncey, and a good
book - the adventures were many....he just
loved enjoying life!

In addition to his mother Peggy, he was pre-
deceased by his wife Janice; four grandchildren,
Sara Cavallo, Shanna Bazzano, Kristine Sheldon
Roman & Jason Sheldon; and also good friends
Clayton Pilz and Matthew Brescia.

Michael is survived by his children, their
spouses and his grandchildren: Janice and Peter
Cavallo, Rebecca & Samantha; Pamela and Phil
Balsamo, Angie & Rob; Katie Conforti, Jayme;
Suzanne and Mark Repass, Gavin; Michael

Tri-County Memorials
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ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any
other offer. Certain sizes on certain

products. Expires 7/31/26.

and Deborah Sheldon Gauci. He had 12 great-
grandchildren and even a great-great-grand-
child. He also leaves a special friend, Kathleen.

The family extends great thanks to the staff at
Hartford Hospital ER, especially Ginny, who is
also a longtime friend of the family; HHC Can-
cer Institute’s Hematology Oncology & Infusion
teams, especially Dr. P, Sandy G., Alisha, Nana,
Chelsea & Val; and also the staft and hospice
team on CB2 & 3. We thank them ALL, for their
compassionate care, support, dedication, pa-
tience, and kindness.

Please join us to celebrate Michaels life shar-
ing stories, while enjoying good food and com-
pany: Saturday, Aug. 15, at 11 a.m., at the Elks
Lodge, 98 Woodland St. in South Glastonbury.

In lieu of flowers; please honor Michael with a
memorial donation to Kenway’s Cause, or your
local animal rescue; or... just go enjoy some time
outdoors...hed like that.

Colchester

Christopher R. Tllhnghast

Christopher R. Tilling- ;
hast, 73, passed away un- | "' i
expectedly Tuesday, July &
14. Born Nov. 3, 1952 in &
Norwalk, he was son of
the late Norman and Bet-
ty (Vishnosky) Tillinghast
and grew up in Ridgefield.
He was a past resident of
Colchester and Norwalk,
and retired to Port Char-
lotte, Fla.

Chris was the loving husband of Linda
(Solemene) Tillinghast and recently on June 5th
celebrated 50 wonderful years of marriage with
a trip to Margaretville in Florida. Prior to his re-
tirement in 2018, he worked as a lab technician
at the Becton Engineering and Applied Science
Center at Yale University. Chris enjoyed sunsets
on the beach with Linda, listening to live bands,
working around his home, but especially spend-
ing time with family and friends.

Chris will always be remembered as an ex-
ceptionally patient, kindhearted and welcom-
ing man. He had a great sense of humor, a kind
smile and a great cook. He was the ‘go-to’ person
the family always went to for a common-sense
view of opinion and we all respected his words.

In addition to Linda, Chris is survived by
sons Jonathan and Jason with partner Gina,
brothers Tim and wife Jeanne, Mark, Peter and
fiancée Diane; brother-in-law Joe Solemene
and wife Eileen; grandson Matthew Tillinghast;
as well as Sallie Franz, wife of his predeceased
brother Doug. Chris was a favorite uncle to sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Chris recently attended the U.S. Army gradu-
ation at Fort Jackson of his grandson Matthew,
who he adored and wore his PROUD ARMY
GRANDPA hat with pride.

As Chris was an avid Star Trek fan, in the
words of Dr. McCoy to Kirk about Spock’s death,

“he’s really not dead...as long as we remem-
ber him”

A celebration of this special life will be at
the convenience of the family. A memorial
contribution can be made to Tunnels to Tower
Foundation (t2t.org) or Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect (woundedwarriorproject.org) in honor of
Chris’ memory.

For an online guestbook, please visit: Mag-
nerfuneralhome.com
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Carolyn (Briggs) Au-
bin, 67, of Hebron, be- =
loved wife of David A. &%
Aubin, died peacefully g
Saturday, July 11, at Com-
plete Care at Harrington
Court in Colchester, fol-
lowing a year-long effort
to overcome the effects of
a brain aneurysm. §

Carolyn was born in
Hartford Aug. 13, 1958, to
the late Barbara (White) and William F. Briggs
Jr., and she grew up in South Glastonbury. After
graduating from Glastonbury High School in
1976, she earned her Bachelor of Science degree
in 1980 from Springfield College in Springfield,
Mass., and worked as a horticultural therapist
and rehabilitation therapy supervisor at Con-
necticut Valley Hospital in Middletown. Caro-
lyn married David in 1988, and left CVH to
pour her energy into raising their three sons,
breathing fresh life into their colonial-era home
and gardens, and volunteering her time any-
where she thought she could be of help to her
community.

Carolyn was an active member of the Con-
gregational Church of Marlborough, where she
took joy in leading members of the Care Team
ministry in making and delivering hundreds of
handmade cards and flower arrangements every
year. She was cubmaster of Cub Scouts Pack 28,
founded and coordinated Nature Trail Days at
both Hebron Public Schools for 10 years, men-
tored through AHM Lanterns, and volunteered
for decades with Friends of the Douglas Library
and the Hebron Historical Society. In the last
chapter of her life she became a master natural-
ist and master woodland manager, and devoted
countless hours to improving the natural eco-
systems on her property and educating others
about the beauty of the natural world.

In addition to her husband, David, Carolyn
is survived by her sons, William Aubin (Hay-
ley) of Chesterton, Ind., and their son Calvin,
Nicholas Aubin (Dominique) of Hebron, and
Parker Aubin (Alexandra) of Lowell, Mass.; her
siblings, Cynthia Thierfeld (Jeffrey) of Portland,
Cathleen Glynn (John) of Marlborough, and
William F. Briggs III of Middletown; her broth-
er-in-law Gerard R. Aubin (Pamela) and sister-
in-law Linda Wagner (Brian). Carolyn will also
be missed by numerous cousins, nieces, and
nephews.

Besides her parents, Carolyn was predeceased
by her brother Charles “Chipper” Briggs and
sister-in-law Barbara Price.

A memorial service will be held at Marlbor-
ough Congregational Church in the fall, at a
date to be announced; there will be no calling
hours.

In lieu of flowers, please find somebody in
your life to help in Carolyn’s honor.

TOWN OF PORTLAND PLANNING &
ZONING COMMISSION LEGAL NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, August
6th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20 Free-
stone Avenue, to consider the following:

PZC Application #25-22: Proposed Amendment to the Port-
land Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 5.1, removal of
retail motor fueling stations as an allowed use. Application of
the Town of Portland.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 14th day of July 2026 Robert
Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission

2TB 7/24, 7/31
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Mark A. Salie passed away Saturday, July 4,
at the age of 66. He was born Feb. 14, 1960, in
Rockledge, Fla., and grew up in Malden, Mass.

He received his master’s electrical license in
Massachusetts and his electrical license in Con-
necticut. This career helped him care for his fam-
ily by owning his own electrical company, and
then he worked up and down the east coast until
settling in Connecticut 15 years ago. He was also
a proud Glouster Elks #892 member for the past
21 years, helped with many fundraisers and vis-
ited many other Elks clubs during his travels.

He loved to spend his time riding his motor-
cycle “Dorothy;” camping with friends and fam-
ily, playing on pool and golf leagues, bowling,
and going to the shooting range. He was mar-
ried at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, where
he used his electrical and other talents to help
maintain his church. He was also co-coordina-
tor of the free community meals hosted there
each Sunday.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Don-
ald Salie and Marilyn Gurley Salie, and his heart
son, Robert Kelliher.

He is survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth
Currie Salie, daughter Danielle Salie (Keith
Wilkins) and granddaughters Sarah, Amber
and Bobby-Jean; daughter in law Jackie Garo-
falo Kelfkens (Grant) and grandson Rex; and
son-in-law, Vincent Garofalo IV (Krista).

The family would like to thank Yale New Hav-
en Hospice for the care given during his sudden
and courageous battle with stage IV pancreatic/
liver cancer.

He was a devoted husband, father, grandfa-
ther, family member, and friend whose kind-
ness, generosity, and unwavering love touched
the lives of everyone who knew him. He will be
remembered for his playful spirit, his quick wit,
and his remarkable ability to make others smile.

Family and friends are invited to attend a
service on Saturday, Aug. 1, at 10:30 a.m., at St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Main Street, East
Haddam. The service will be livestreamed on
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/@stste-
phensepiscopalchurche6778. Or you can visit
the website ststeves.org/livestream, as there is a
button to the YouTube.

A private family interment will follow at a
later date.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church’s Maintenance
Fund in his honor.

Amston

Thomas J. Lenkiewicz II

Thomas J. Lenkiewicz II, 67, of Hebron/
Amston husband of Kathleen Conte, passed
away at home Tuesday, July 7, with his wife by
his side. Born in Middletown, son of Thomas
and Jennie Lenkiewicz.

Tom was a 1976 graduate of St. Bernard High
School Montville and a member of St. Andrew
Parish and a Boy Scout with Troop 13, where he
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

He was active in the Colchester/Hayward Fire
Department from a very young age and was a
police dispatcher at KX for several years, and in
1979 he went on to Glastonbury as 911 dispatch
operator. Tom (badge #227) served the town of
Glastonbury for over 43 years which recently in-
cluded the town of East Hampton. Tom was the
voice of the midnight shift for decades. With his
dedication, two careers of time on the desk, he
was known by many of his peers and colleagues
across Hartford County and beyond.

In 1994, Tom was awarded Officer of the Year
by the Glastonbury Police Department.

The most important thing to Tom was the
safety of those he had out on the road. While on
his watch, he would be checking in with them
often to be sure they were safe and providing
information immediately to them to avoid any
possible hazard.

In addition to his wife Kathleen, Tom leaves
his stepson and best friend, Alexander Sixbey
(wife Kristen) of Andover; his sister, Lori De-
sautel (Peter) of Colchester; and brother, David
Lenkiewciz of Lebanon; as well as several niec-
es, nephews, cousins and his cat Bean.

In addition to his parents, Tom was prede-
ceased by his nephew, Matthew Desautel; a
cousin, Linda Bourgoin; and his beloved pets,
Pepper (dog) and cat Sassafras.

A Celebration of Life will take place Sunday,
Aug. 2, from 1-4 p.m., at Colchester Fish and
Game Club. Stop by, and bring your memories
and especially jokes, as he thrived on those.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Tom’s memory
can be made to Our Companions Animal Res-
cue via their online memorial page at ourcom-
panions.org/get-involved/donate, or donors
should make checks payable to: Our Compan-
ions Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 956, Manchester,
CT 06045.
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* Colchester Budget, cont. from page 1

referendum would match the first vote, she said
there is no way to know. “I wish I had a magic
ball)” she said with a smile. “I would hope that
people continue to be engaged.”

She reminded residents that absentee ballots
are available, which gives vacationers another
opportunity to participate.

Tracey-Calash also explained what would
happen depending on the referendum outcome.
“If it passes,” she said, “we have a clear outlined
plan of all of our reductions.”

She then explained that the BOE has already
started preparing for the reduced spending level
because it knew the Board of Finance expected
additional cuts.

If voters reject the budget again, however,
more difficult decisions will be necessary, Trac-
ey-Calash warned.

“We’ll go back to the drawing board,” she
said. “We'll work with the district administra-
tion and teachers and we'll find additional areas
to reduce”

She stressed that future reductions would
have real consequences. “There will be physical
changes to programming, changes to staffing,
changes to what’s able to be offered for extracur-
riculars and even within our school program-
ming,” she said.

“Some of that still will happen at this level
should the budget pass at this point, but beyond
this point, it will be widespread across the dis-
trict,” she added.

Tracey-Calash also shared that the district
is already delaying some hiring and purchases
while waiting for the budget to be finalized. She
then added a final message to residents.

“I would just want to encourage everyone
again to stay engaged, to come out and vote at
the referendum and to reach out with any clari-
fying questions,” she said.

‘The Boards Have Listened’

First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat,
said he believed the smaller crowd at the July 15
meeting has less to do with a lack of interest and
more to do with the work already completed
since the first referendum.

“People come out to town meetings because
they have a question, or they want to make a
statement,” Dennler explained. “At the last town
meeting, we had a lot of questions, but we also
had a lot of questions answered.”

Dennler pointed out that town officials lis-
tened after voters rejected the first budget.

“People made a statement,” he said. “People said
budgets were too high”

He noted that the BOF responded with what
he called the largest reductions made after a
failed referendum in at least 15 years.

“I think the boards have listened,” said Denn-
ler. “I don’t think that people felt the need to
come here and make a statement tonight.”

Dennler also explained how taxes will work
while the town waits for a final budget.

Tax bills have already been mailed using last
year’s mil rate. If the referendum passes, resi-
dents will receive a supplemental bill to make
up the difference. If the budget fails, officials will
wait until a new budget is approved before cal-
culating the additional amount owed.

Dennler said sending tax bills now instead of
waiting actually saves taxpayers money. “The
interest that gets earned on the town’s money
helps support the overall budget,” he said.

According to Dennler, delaying tax collec-
tion could cost the town roughly $100,000 each
month in lost interest earnings.

When asked what happens if voters reject
the budget again, Dennler said the BOF would
have to meet again and make more reductions.
While the town can continue operating for now,
he acknowledged that waiting too long creates
growing challenges.

“Each month that goes by presents new chal-
lenges,” he said. “We will have to figure them out
as they come”

‘Citizens Have Had Enough’

Board of Selectman member Tim Vaillan-
court, a Republican, offered a much different
view after the meeting. Unlike other officials, he
believes voters remain unhappy with the pro-
posed budget.

In a text message, Vaillancourt said he was
“not surprised at all” at the swift outcome of last
week’s meeting.

However, he argued that the previous referen-
dum showed residents wanted deeper cuts than
those that have occurred.

“The citizens have had enough,” he said.
“They will be heard”

Vaillancourt also predicted another defeat
at the ballot box, saying, “This budget will not
pass:

He added, “I will lead the fight to defeat this
budget and send it back to the BOE and the
BOF to do their job!”

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER REVENUE
COLLECTOR'S NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

To the property owners of the Town of Andover:
The first installment of the taxes listed on the October 1, 2025
Grand List becomes due and payable to the Town of Andover
on July 1, 2026. Payments must be US postmarked, paid on
line, or brought to Town Hall by August 3, 2026 to avoid an
interest charge. Interest will be charged starting August 4,
2026 on all delinquent bills at a rate of 18% per year (1%2% per
month) from the due date of July 1st, with a minimum charge of
$2 for each bill.

View or pay taxes online at www.andoverct.org. Cash, check

or money order payments are accepted at the Town Hall during
business hours. Payments by check or money order may be
mailed to the Tax Collector’s office or placed in the drop box
outside Town Hall. Typical office hours during collection months
are Monday 8:15am- 7pm, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:15 am-4pm. Please refer to www.andoverct.org for updated
office hours.

Failure to receive a tax bill will not invalidate the tax or any
interest which may, by State law, accrue.

If you have any questions, please contact the tax office at 860-
742-4035 option 4.

3TB 6/26, 7/3, 7/124

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July
29, 2026 at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoTo-
Meeting Platform, on the following:
. Petition 2026-08: Petition of Friends of RHAM High
School Football, Inc. for Special Permit approval to install
temporary outdoor lighting at RHAM High School athletic
competition field between September 8th and October 6th,
2026, per Section 5.F.3.3 and 5.F.3.5 of the Hebron Zoning
Regulations, 85 Wall Street, Residence-1 District.
Planning and Zoning Commission
Jul 29, 2026, 7:00 — 7:30 PM (America/New_York)
Please join my meeting from
your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/462516901
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 462-516-901
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 15th day of July 2026.
Frank Zitkus, Chair 2TB 717, 7124

MY WORD.

#ﬂt Q%{,{,j

BROKER

“&

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES
THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

JIM HARRINGTON

860-966-9966
JIMEGHARRS.COM

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

* Answers page 27

5 .6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTLAND TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET MEETING
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Section 157 of Public Act WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2026 T 00
17-2 (2017) of the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut, -
that copies of Portland Board of Education current collective The electors of the Town of East Hampton and those entitled to
bargaining agreements with the following administrators are Votg at town .meen.rl}gbs aﬁelgefe?‘y notified that an Annual TlflJWﬂ =
o 33 ot M Suect Portane, O ant posiad an e il Chambers Room #1071 Communiy Dive St Toun of
office, 33 East Main Street Portland, CT and posted on the
Portland Board of Education website. P East Hampton on Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at 3:30 p.m. 56 57 58 59
Local 1303-144 of Connecticut Council #4 Pursuant to Section 7 - 7 of the Connecticut General Statutes and
American Federation of State, County & Municipal E’mployees Section 4.1 of the Town of East Hampton Charter, said meeting
AFL-CIO Custodians ar{d Maintenance Employees ' shall be immediately adjourned to a referendum on Wednesday, 60 61
Dated this 20th day of July 2026 August 5, 2026 from 6:00am to 8:00pm at the East Hampton
Michael V. Tiemey Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, for a vote on voting machines for
Portland 'I;own Clerk the approval or disapproval of the Annual Budgets for the Board 62 63 64
178 7/24 of Education and the Town Government for fiscal year 2026 -
2027 as recommended by the Town Council.
EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL CREATORS NEWS SERVICE By Neil Manausa
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON Dean Markham, Chairman
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman ACROSS _
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION e 44 Joe-___ weed 13 Fade out
LEGAL NOTICE Ted Hintz, Jr. 45 Diffusions 15 Acorn growth
Notice of Hearing Richard Knotek 1 Earthenware 47 Late comic Johnson 22 Basic dance
oelyn Leon !
Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and Karen Wanat 1TB 7124 Eragment ) o 50 Egyptian ruler, for 24 Perch
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting on 6 Saturday N |ght Live short 26 Cool!
Wednesday August 5, 2026 at 6:30 pm. at the East Hampton Town sketch 53 Bleat 28 Most overused
Hall — 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via ZOOM to consider 10 Flat-bottomed boat 55 Wall R 30 Meat buver's choices
Application # PZC-26-009: Skinner Street Properties LLC. ally or honny Yy
Special Permit modification to provide for additional mixed use/ 14Armed ___ 56 Type of rock 31 Jazz and blues
commercial and industrial uses, 46 Skinner St. East Hampton, CT 16 Subject in Manilow’s singer James
06424. Map 20/Block 48C/Lot 17A. “«C J b » 57 Hea.d over heels 32R g-d t of suffi
Applications and Plans are on file in the Land Use Office 860- Opacabana motion esident of: sufix
267-7450. 17 Not within hearing 60 majesty 33 Steel mill waste
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 2TB 7/24, 7131 distance 61 So-so athlete 34 Lush orchestral

18 A pew word
19 Bruins GOAT Bobby

offerings

36 Singer Lotte

37 Farm bleater

38 Right-of-way is one

40 “No ___": Roberto
Duran

43 ___ red cent!

45 City near the Great

62__ go bragh

63 Coin discontinued in
2025

64 Feast, in Florence

LEGAL NOTICE

The following proposed water use rates or changes for owners
of properties connected to the Village Center and Royal Oaks
Water System were unanimously adopted by the Town Council
at their regular scheduled meeting of July 14, 2026. Effective
July 15, 2026.

A. Water Billing Schedule

20 Painter __ Borch
21 Heavy metal era?
23 Whopper teller
25 Lobe ornament
27 Small house: Birit.

DOWN

1 Backless seat

1. Monthly; if not paid within 30 days, such charges shall 29 Parisian dance 2 Muslim beaut Salt Lake
bear interest from due date at the interest rate charged for 30 Jay or em follower uslim beauty 46 Chalcedony
delinquent taxes. 3 Drawing in .
B. Water Use and Meter Charges 33 Attacked 4 17th Greek letter 48 Vacancy sign
1. Monthly Meter Charge 35 Small land bodies 49 Bonus

5 Neatly skillful
6 Sculpin used for
lobster bait

a. $45.00/EMU (5/8" meter)
b. larger meters incur a multiple of $45.00/EMU
2. Commodity Charge:

37 Sound omission
38 International

50 Mustard plant
51 He makes cakes

a. $12.00/1000 g_rallonsc ' understanding < Barbic’s beau nicer
own Counci « 3, H .
Dean Markham, Chairperson 39 __ be alone™: 8 Clara Bow 52 Not yet fln.al. law
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairperson Garbo 9 Land of Sun 54 ___ today: from now
TTIngF_eegejl 40 Purplish-red 10 Street t —Ik on
B 41 Nest ovoid 110U reet tal ot 58___in the moon
Joelyn Leon 42 Ferber and nconsclous state 59 Hartmann von _:
Karen Wanat Purviance 12 Stylist Cassini German poet

1TB 7/24
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LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Planning Commission at their meeting of
June 23, 2026, at 7pm in the Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION APPROVED:
#P-01-26 Amendment to Subdivision Regulations
1. Section 6.1 Dedication of Open Space changes from 20%
to 10% for conventional subdivision
2. Section 5.2.8 Open Space changes from 20% to 10% for
conventional subdivision
3. Delete Section 4.14.10 minimum buildable area
4. Delete Section 4.16.21 minimum buildable area
5. Amendment Section 5.21 minimum requirements
6. 8-24 Referral 2026-27 Capital projects
MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 7/24
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LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ATTENTION TAXPAYERS

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH
TAX COLLECTOR'S LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF PORTLAND

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At its Regular Meeting of July 15, 2026, the Colchester Planning
& Zoning Commission made the following decision (s):
PZC2026-007 Center Village Development Request for 60-
day extension to file mylars. APPROVED.

PZC2026-013 Mervin Laparre (Applicant/Owner) Site Plan Ap-
plication to construct a 50’ X 80’ (4,000 SF) accessory building
at 61 Bull Hill Road (MBL 06-16-008-005) that exceeds the size
permittable by the Zoning Enforcement Officer pursuant to Sec-
tion 15.4 of the Town of Colchester Land Development (Zoning)
Regulations. Zoning District: Rural Use (RU). APPROVED.
Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chair 178 7124

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of East
Hampton that taxes on real estate, personal property, and mo-
tor vehicles, as levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2025,
are due and payable on July 1, 2026. The last day to pay
without penalty is August 3, 2026. Real estate and personal
property taxes exceeding $100, as well as motor vehicle taxes
exceeding $500, may be paid in two equal installments due
July 1, 2026, and January 1, 2027.

The mill rate for the October 1, 2025 Grand List is 27.79 mills,
which is equivalent to $27.79 in taxes per $1,000 of net as-
sessed value. Tax bills will be mailed on June 29, 2026.

Any payment received, or post marked, after August 3, 2026
will be subject to interest at the rate of 1%4% per month or any
fraction thereof (18% per annum) from the original due date of
the tax, as required by Connecticut General Statutes Sections
12-130, 12-145, and 12-146.

Checks should be made payable to Town of East Hampton.
Payments may be mailed to: Collector of Revenue, 1 Com-
munity Drive, East Hampton, CT 06424. Payments may also
be made online by visiting www.easthamptonct.gov. The

Tax Office hours of collection are: Monday, Wednesday, and
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:30
p.m. and Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristy L. Merrifield, CCMC

Collector of Revenue 3TB 6/26, 7/10, 7124

Al persons liable to pay taxes to the Town of Marlborough

as levied on October 1, 2025 Grand List which includes Real
Estate, Personal Property, and Motor Vehicle, are hereby
notified that the first installment is due July 1, 2026 and will be
delinquent August 3, 2026. The second installment will be due
January 1, 2027 and delinquent February 1, 2027. Delinquent
bills will be subject to interest of one and a half percent a
month reverting to the due date or 18% a year. Minimum
interest is $2.00. Failure to receive a bill does not invalidate
the interest or tax. If you do not receive a bill, please check
online at www.marlboroughct.gov bill lookup or contact the Tax
Office. Tax bills of $800.00 or less are due in one installment.
Bills over $800.00 may be paid in two installments. The Mill
Rate for Real Estate, Personal Property, and Motor Vehicle for
the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year is 27.10.

Tax payments can be mailed to Tax Collector, P.O. Box 29,
Marlborough, CT 06447, paid in person (cash or check) at the
Tax Collector’s office during normal business hours, placed in
the DROPBOX (No Cash) at Town Hall, or paid online. Credit
and Debit payments (Mastercard, Visa, or ACH) are only
accepted online at www.marlboroughct.gov Tax Collector
hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Tuesday 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m., and Friday 8:30a.m.-noon.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Lazzari

Tax Collector

3TB 6/26, 7/10, 7/24

Legal notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of
Portland that the first installment of Real Estate and Personal
Property taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2025 are due and
payable on July 1, 2026. Motor vehicle taxes will also be due in
one installment.

Taxes not paid in full on or before August 3, 2026, become delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate of 18% per annum (1.5%
for each month or fraction thereof) dating back to the original
due date of the bill. Two months of interest will be due on August
4,2026. Minimum interest charge is $2.00.

Quarterly water and/or sewer usage bills are due and payable
July 20, 2026. Payment not made in full on or before August 20,
2026 will be subject to interest of 1.5% per month from due date.
Payments are accepted in person at 33 East Main Street, Port-
land, CT or by mail: Portland Collector of Revenue, P.O. Box 71,
Portland, CT 06480-0071. Payment can also be made online at
www.portlandct.org or placed in the drop box.

As a matter of law, the taxpayer is liable to the town for the tax
or water/sewer installment(s) as they become due and payable.
Therefore, failure to receive a bill does not relieve the taxpayer
of the statutorily required interest when a payment is late.
Regular office hours are as follows:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Holiday hours:

Friday, July 3rd closed

Michele B. Nuhn, CCMC, CCMO

Collector of Revenue 3TB 6/26, 7/3, 7124

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

Taxes levied on the Grand List of October 1, 2025 become
due and payable on July 1, 2026. Real Estate tax bills of less
than $250 and Motor Vehicle tax bills shall be due in a single
installment on July 1, 2026. Real Estate tax bills over $250
shall be due and payable in two installments on July 1, 2026
and January 1, 2027. The 1st installment Real Estate tax bill
will utilize an interim mill rate of 36.85 mill, as approved by the
Board of Finance under Hebron Charter Section 903C. The
2nd installment will capture a set mill rate once the budget
passes including any difference from the 1st installment bill.
Personal Property bills will be billed once the budget passes,
and a mill rate is set.

Motor Vehicle and Real Estate Taxes received/postmarked

by August 3, 2026, will be considered timely. Payments re-
ceived/postmarked August 4th or later will be subject to inter-
est of 1.5% per month or 18 % annually from the due date in
accordance with Connecticut General Statutes. Initial interest
starting August 4th is 3% of outstanding taxes with a minimum
of $2.00 per tax account. State Statutes dictate that failure
to receive a bill does not invalidate amount due.

Please make checks payable to: Town of Hebron. Pay-
ments may be mailed to our lockbox collection service: Town
of Hebron CT Tax, PO Box 843137, Boston MA 02284-3137.
A secured drop-off box is located on the lower level, south side
of the Town Hall building at 15 Gilead St, Hebron, CT 06248
for payments. Please see the town’s website www.hebronct.
com for on-line payment options.

The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town
Hall at 15 Gilead Street. Our hours are Monday to Wednesday
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday
8:00am to 1:00pm. The Tax and Assessor’s Offices will close
from 12:30 to 1:15 Monday — Thursday for lunch to accom-
modate a reduction in staff.

Respectfully,

Brigit M Tanganelli

Hebron Acting Revenue Collector 3TB 6/19,7/3, 7124

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF COLCHESTER
NOTICE OF TAXES AND UTILITY BILLS DUE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the Town of Col-
chester that tax bills on the Grand List of October 1, 2025, and
quarterly Water and/or Sewer Usage Bills, are due and payable
on July 1, 2026. The Town of Colchester does not have an
approved budget for FY 2026-2027. Current tax bills are based
on last year's rate. Upon budget approval, an ADJUSTED TAX
BILL will be issued for any increase reflecting the approved

mill rate.

DELINQUENCY & INTEREST: If any tax or utility installment
due July 1, 2026, is not paid in full on or before August 3,
2026, it shall be deemed delinquent. Failure to receive a bill
does not invalidate the tax or the interest.

Tax Interest: Charged at a rate of 18% per annum (1.5% per
month) from the July 1 due date. Taxes becoming delinquent
on August 3, 2026, will immediately incur a 3% interest charge
for July and August. Minimum interest charge is $2.00.
Water/Sewer Interest: Charged at a rate of 1.5% per month
from the July 1 due date.

Payments can be made online: Pay online under “Online
Services” at www.colchesterct.gov. or mail payment to Tax
Office, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT 06415. Legible US
Postal Service postmarks dated on or before August 3, 2026,
will be accepted as timely. For Water/Sewer, make checks pay-
able to “Water & Sewer” and write your account number on the
check. For a return receipt, enclose a self-addressed stamped
envelope and two copies of the bill. Drop Box is located to the
left of the Town Hall entrance. Payments deposited after 4:30
p.m. on August 3, 2026, will be processed on the next business
day and deemed late.

TAX OFFICE INFORMATION: July Hours: Monday-Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Thursdays until 7:00 p.m. Closures:
The office will be closed on Friday, July 3, 2026.

Please contact the Tax Office at (860) 537-7210 if you have
questions or did not receive your bill.

Michele Wyatt, CCMC

Tax Collector, Town of Colchester 3TB 6126, 7110, 7124

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

TO BUY

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda,
Beer, Gas Station),
Zippos, License Plates,
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc.
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED GRANITE
STONES: mill stones,
tether stones, entry
steps, fence posts, feed-
ing troughs, well covers,
sinks, posts, curbing,
stone boot scrapers,
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

ESTABLISHED
WOODWORKING
SHOP FOR SALE:
in Glastonbury rented
space. Fully Equipped.
20 x 52 plus storage
space. 860-633-5530.

PETS

BILL THE POOPER
SCOOPER: I'll clean
your yard of dog poo.
Dog walking available.
Free estimates. Call
860-861-9027.

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting

soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

$ 203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

RENTALS

GLASTONBURY
OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT: Individual offices

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

or space up to 1,000-
1,400 square feet suites.
Use of conference room
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sewer.
Onsite storage and as-
signed parking available.
Property is a SMOKE
FREE Complex. Please
call via text or cell 860-
913-6723, Office 860-
529-1725.

HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION IS

ILLEGAL For Help
Call 888-247-4401

If anyone refused to rent
to you because of your
source of income, race,
color,  national origin,
sexual orientation, gender,
religion, marital ~ status,
age, disability or because
you have children, you
may have been the
victim of illegal housing
discrimination. Contact the
Connecticut Fair Housing

CIT6-25-26

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

120723

The only thing hotter
than the weather?

...The Market!

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

©
o
<
R
na
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2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 633-3674

2025 An independently operated member of BHH
Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

NEW ENGLAND
PROPERTIES

5
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The early stages of
communication disorders
are easier to spot when
you know the signs.

I-'"?gmm

1
H
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Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com
stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com

IDENTIFY@QSIGNS

AMERICAN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

6

For info: IdentifyTheSigns.org

EMPLOYMENT

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
& Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
I email your line
1 ad to admin@
1 glcitizen.com

CLEANING SERVICE WANTED FOR

GLASTONBURY OFFICE.

SEEKING DEPENDABLE AND
PROFESSIONAL INDIVIDUAL WITH
RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION. /%,
EVENINGS, MON-FRI. $25/HOUR. ;fq
CALL (860) 633-6744 o
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DONDERDO
ORCHARDS IS
SEEKING: enthusiastic
individuals to join their
kitchen team! Stop by
529 Woodland Street,
South Glastonbury for
an application!

THE GOOD EARTH
GIFT & GARDEN:
seeks part-time help.
Mornings and after-
noons. Stop in to fill out
an application. 582 Nor-
wich Ave, Colchester.
Call for an appoint-
ment 860-537-4798.
Go to thegoodearth-
giftandgarden.com and
connect.

UPHOLSTERY
APPRENTICE LEARN
A TRADE: Must have
experience using power
tools, woodworking
skills. Part time, 20-30
hours per week. No
drugs, no smoking. DL
amust, short term travel
as needed for overnight
installation. Located in
Haddam. 860-306-4252.

GLASTONBURY
HILLS COUNTRY
CLUB: is accepting ap-
plications for a part-time
Locker Room Attendant.
Call Frank at 860-633-
5253.

Senior Center Assistant

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for the part-
time Senior Center Assistant. The SC Assistant works under the
supervision of the Director of Human & Social Services, serves
as the welcoming face of the Senior Center, and contributes

Dondero Orchards is looking
for enthusiastic individuals to join
their kitchen team!!

Duties include but are not limited to:

« Preparing sandwiches for lunch service
« Prepping fruits & vegetables

« Assembling pies

» Making pickles

« Cleaning « & more!

Please stop in to 529 Woodland Street for more
information and to fill out an application or
Call (860) 659-0294 and ask to speak to Sandy.

South Glastonbury, CT

Job Requirements:

« Willingness to learn

« Strong work ethic

» Comfort in a fast paced environment
« 18 years or older

RE7-24-26

to the daily operations and essential functions of the department.
Employment application and job description are available online
at https:/www.marlboroughct.gov/job_detail T17_R63.php
Starting wage is $23.50 per hour. First review of applications is
on Monday, August 3. Submit applications to:

Town of Marlborough Clerk

P.O. Box 29

26 North Main Street

Marlborough, CT 06447

townclerk@marlboroughct.gov

2TB 7/24, 7131

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24
—

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Outside Sales
Representative

This temporary position in our Glastonbury
office could lead to a permanent position in the
company for the right person.

We need someone to provide excellent service
to existing customers, and present advertising
opportunities to new prospects.

Must be able to meet deadlines and have
excellent communication skills.

Please send cover letter and resume to
greg@rarereminder.com.

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,

POISON IVY ~ HAND
WEEDING: pest plants
and vines removed
from trees, walls, and
gardens/land clearing.

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,
competitive rates. 30
years of experience. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

NO CHEMICALS EVER.
Call Mike 860-398-0500.
Portland.

removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC

860-965-5546.

Deleo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

- FULLY INSURED + HIC #0657705
WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

NO TREE TOO TOUGH...

Tree Removal » Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Lot Clearing

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

nsx Ryan Krajewski

60-573- 1244
GLASTONBURY, CT
T R E Licensed & Insured
SERVICE
All calls returned with 24 hours!

CIT7-9-26

VisA @D T, =)

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement
Reliable « Affordable « Quality Work You Can Trust.

SERVICES
* Tree & Land Clearing
« Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal * Stump Removal
« Property & Hardscape
« Grading & Drainage * Concrete « Shed Pads

» Walls/Walkways & Patios B L'-’Q
|

« Gravel Driveways & Extensions i .
* Cleanup & Prep

For more info call or text ﬁ .

* Demo & Debris Removal
860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

RyaANS TREE SERVICE

Hazardous Tree Removal eglmbor Bucket

Truck Service
CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SUMMER RATES!

e Lot Clearlng & Yard Expansmns

(_FULLY INSURED ) state Lic. #SFPH000902 (m
Call 860-228-5009

Spring/Fall Clean-ups ¢ Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Prumng Brush Clearing
Patios * Retaining Walls » Paver Walkways
Mulch Stones

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

d e v 3
QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

S
Landscapmg

L&

RES5-29-26
—

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
&
Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your
classified line
ad to admin@
1 9lcitizen.com

Dorsey Construction

Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

LA
LANDSCAPE
\
Y

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

VisA @D & =

<K(Cs

Now Accepting New Customers For:
Weekly Mowing
Mulching ¢ Pruning

Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com 8680§|ng 8;52
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. * Free Estimates

. .

Ha'é'ﬁhggarden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration |
by RnR Garden Angels

= [arden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Soil )ﬂ Woes:

/> "Weeding
out all your
garden

Amendment = Fertilize = Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance = Call today for a FREE consultation
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= [arden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials 85”355“5"4

WE’'RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.

RnR Garden Angels

RE3-23-23

Summer is Here!

- SINCE 1990 -

LANDSCAPING smw@j ;

I.imited spots huailable this season—reach out today!

PATIOS - WALKWAYS - FIREPITS

Summer's too short not to enjoy your
outdoor space. We'll build you the perfect
spot to relax, entertain, and make memories.

Let’s GeT OuTtsiDE
Custom patios, walls, beautiful walkways,
and cozy Firepits designed For your backyard.

860-295-9692

Mariborough, CT

RE4-24-26
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

MULCH
& STONE
LOT

It's Time To Fix Your Driveway!

Great products for repairing driveways including:
3/4” Driveway MiX (aka process)
3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!
LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

("OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )
93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding « Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
including roots

g'\‘

PAUL'S
& SANDY'S too, Inc

HARDWARE & GARDEN CENTER s

RE3-18-22

SENIOR
CITIZEN
DISCOUNT _

ma)osz(}“‘- '

[i Toper’s
Lawncare

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Storm Clean Up

& Tree Removal

e Mulching and Planting
e Lawn Installation
e Land Clearing
e Tree, Brush and
Stump Removal
e Patios, Walkways
and Retaining Walls
e Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)
Junk Removal and Demolition
860-716-0661

tsminorenterprises.com

RE7-17-26

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Shorts.# :
IPan{.EIscap ng-

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

» Stone Work ¢ Lawn Renovation
* Retaining Walls

* Bluestone
* Hedge Trimmimg ¢ Pavers

* Yard Expansions + Weeding * Mulching

* Sidewalks * Foundation Veneer "
* Hydroseeding + Patios * Fire Pits
* Finish Raking + Edging * Topsoil

* Sitting Walls * Steps « Maintenance

SALES - INSTALLATION - DELIVERY
Donbero LANDscAPING 860-228-2003

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup
Customers

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

...+ Certified Arborists

of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com
| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net =

‘.'_
4 Summer Is Here! [ o

—
Schedule Your Cleanups Today
We're into summer and it's time to start thinking about cutting
that overgrowth area back and don't forget your drains.
SERVICESINCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ BrushRemoval
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ¢ Mulch Installation
Light Moving e Light Hauling ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

—| 86 JONESHOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

RE6-26-26

Patios/Walkways

Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Mulch
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCARING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

ml 8560.913.6203  jpew

ALL-WOOD

Lawn Mowing Services

Senior & Veteran Discounts
Free Estimates

860-798-4155

JIM’'STREE  _,
STUMP REMOVAL | |
Fast Service Y
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

RE4-2-21

STU
D“Iéeemoval LLI!J'P
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
e Stump Grinding / Removal

« Brush Cutting

* Yard Expansions & Restoration

» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

HOWES Landscaping

& Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion, Skidsteer Service
and Much More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates * Fully Insured

RE4-3-26

Quality Work

Same Day

LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning + Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones + Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jbelandscaping.com

RE3-13-26

BUDGET LAWNCARE

SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS
WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY

LAWN MOWINGS -
DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7

Wi - Hebron, CT
&\‘_ R SRR n@

TREE  Jjierny
REMOVAL st

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lot & Brush Clearing

C & C Lawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE3-27-26

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance  Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-9-23
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M N E Y
M A I NTENANCE:
Cleaning, caps,
dampers, flashing, fur-
nace liners and more.
No nonsense, no sales
pitch, just the work you
want done. 35 yrs. ac-
tual experience as the
owner of Glastonbury’s
local chimney service.
William Allen 860-633-
1033.

DEE’'S ANTIQUES,
PAYS $$ CASH
MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and
out. Call 860-883-6775.
Mr. Squeegee.

SERVICES

GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR: Let us re-
invent your home. We
specialize in bathroom,
kitchen, basement
renovations. Painting,
window installation,
decks & patio. Free es-
timate, Licensed & In-
sured. RK Home Repair
LLC 860-331-1791.

ABLE MASON &
RESTORATION LLC:
Chimney built, liner &
wood stove installation,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. pavers, patio, tile
and bathroom remodel,
all masonry repairs. Li-
censed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947.

INTERIOR PAINTING,
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex-
pert textured ceiling re-
pairs, flooring installation,
kitchen and bathroom
updates/remodelling.
Handyman services. Over
35 years experience in all
phases of remodelling.
Reasonable prices/low
hourly rates, licensed and
insured. Call or text Mark
at 860-805-8122.

NEED A RELIABLE
PLUMBER: or Home
Repair Pro? Call Justin
- Your Local Plumbing
& Bath Specialist!
From leaky pipes to full
bathroom makeovers, we
doitall: Pipe repair; Water
heaters, toilets & garbage
disposals; Kitchen sinks
& faucets; Tub & shower
valve replacements; Full
& partial bath remodels.
Fast. Friendly. Affordable.
Free Estimates, Licensed
& Insured, Call or Text
Justin Today: 203-440-
5496 Quality Work You
Can Trust!

DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
HOT CRACK SEALING
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT
860-305-1823

RE3.20-204

/ Call or Email

ELE\IATE

EARTH & WATER WERKS LLC

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES
WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

for a FREE

Licensed & Insured

RE4-11-25

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS: Dry
wall repairs, sheet rock-
ing, water damage, in-
terior/exterior painting,
6" gutter installation and
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

LEON MASONARY
LLC: Built on Craft.
Driven By Quality. Spe-
cializing in all types of
Masonary Work-Inside
and Out. Licensed &
Insured. 432-423-5521
OR 860-888-9763.

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool
patio, Chimney repair.
Stone walls, brick walls,
retaining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew §
Your Pavement g
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 ucins

JOSH'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING :
Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. In/out, Out-
side only special. Text
Marc at 860-508-0447.

WOOD FLOORS:
Questioning whether
your wood floors really
need sanding? Have
existing surface finish
deep cleaned, revital-
ized, with a durable ac-
rylic/urethane floor fin-
ish. The best alternative
to the mess, expense
of sanding. A great af-
fordable appearance
booster for home sellers.
Carpets safely dry
cleaned. Experienced,
references, insured.
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only.
Support Small Business.

aN

()

TLUTHIL L

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 3 3
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 %;

JOHN LACY PAINTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

Walls - $159

18' x 16' avg. room

RE3-15-24

Free Estimates

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

860-416-8354

john_lacy@icloud.com

—— —— — ampavingct.com

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—
— —

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor ¢ CT Lic. #579594
Commercial & Residential * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ 7 days a week

Over 25
years in
business

[t

CT Lic#
$1.394141

Caso S HVAC LLC

Heating ¢ Cooling lnstallatlon * Service
Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts
Residential & Commercial * Over 20 Years Experience

(860) 267-5851 nsures

RE3-13-20

El

RE10-4-24

AAA

ectrician Serviees

P:BR~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL I\LEEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring
Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

9

—
BBB.
ELC. 0209770-E1

AIRSERHFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available

Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane
Oil to Gas Conversions

$

(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Owner Pricing ™

: . .
'——- All Work Guaranteed ‘\\\ wa
0/ Local & State Specs :

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442 §

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace * Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters © Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAII.ABILE —

#9334 860-989-5079

CT Lic

Page 33

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com
@QU info@hydro-pure.com ~>rea

860-537-1949

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work

RE3-13-20

equipmentcompany inc.

Providing safe clean water
nce 19567

Phone: 860-267-0110
WWW. h20eqU|pment com

Well Inspections
Chlorination & Yield Tests

[ = e — e

Neeb A PLUMBER?

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

e Additions

* Water Heaters ® Disposals
e Sump Pumps ® Water Filtration e Well Pumps

¢ Toilets e New Construction  ® Gas Lines

® Faucets e Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL — N
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960 EI

| Asphalt -
\\——/ Solutions
Sealcoating

Crack Filling
Paving

Free Estimates $ 1 OO OFF
Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

CIT6-25-26

I House Washing, )
! Roof Cleaning, !
I & More! ]
| No Water, No Problem! |
| Just let us know. HIC. 0654618 - Insured ||
| o |
'Suds & Sunshine .. e

1 860-942-3913 cosirs o sasss

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

State of the Art
Equipment

Free
Estimates

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

RE3-7-25

IMMEDIATE Driveways - Parking Lots
RESPONSE Gas Station « Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

Lick 00548924
“All Work Guaranteed”

———— FULLY INSURED =———=
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

Excavation & Drainage
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Lic. # P204015H389727

"PLUMBING &HEATING'

'Y from dripping faucets &
to all your major
plumbing/beating needs

Water Heaters
Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements
Faucets/Toilets

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

RES -20-26 g
—

Insured

| [FULLER

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming ¢ Residential

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

* Commercial

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20
—

& PH Correction
& Odors Eliminated

LFAR BLUE

WATER SYSTEMS.

Residential & Commercial

6 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
& Water Softeners & Filtration
¢ Rust & Iron Removal

6 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
& Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.#W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753

RE11-18-22

HOME IMPROVEMENT

STARKEY HOME
REMODELING: Call
today for a free estimate
on all your Interior and
Exterior needs. Roofing,
decks, sheds, windows/
doors, gutters, land-
scape services, porches,
patios, framing, car-
pentry, siding, kitchens/
baths, basements, floor-
ing (tile, hardwood, lam-
inate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’'t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 25
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,
moss? Optional lower
cost guards. LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING,
LLC. Locally owned/
operated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J & S PAINTING
& H OME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation,
vinyl siding installation
and roof installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,
860-796-0006.

L&R GENERAL
MASONRY: We spe-
cialize in perfection. We
do sidewalks, patios,
outdoor kitchens, chim-
ney repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully in-
sured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

* ADDITIONS
* DORMERS
* GARAGES

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295
* BASEMENTS

* KITCHENS
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com ° Insured * CT 607510

* DECKS

* BATHROOMS ¢ SIDING

* ROOFING

CIT3-5-20

seaS";‘smaff”‘

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
$10,000 * $117 MONTH

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
BUILDER

ADDITIONS ¢ KITCHENS
BATHROOMS ¢ TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

RE6-19-26

FULLY INSURED

RE3-13-20

89 Main St.

East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

HoME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——

See Me Before You Build/ Shades * Shutters
3D Plans * Permit Plans Sheers & Draperies
Budgets 3
860-267-8330
860'537‘5345 allaboutblindsct.com ]

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs * Carpentry
* (eiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

Call Today! %=

FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED

860-295-6475 - 860-916-7939

RE8-30-24

Like us on Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

(860) 267-1496 ﬁ

RE3:13-20

&  starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
= Free Estimates

m

Complete Remodeling Services

Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It ALL
o Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

— All Floors, Tile, etc. — Ceilings — Sheetrock
— Painting — Bathrooms - Basements —Doors
—Windows - Kitchens - Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

Private Master Carpenters

860-498-1060 criuc. s6ms4

. www.myallwoodflooring.com .
CI79-16-21

Glastonbury

www.ctexteriors.com

* Many colors and styles to choose from
* Never have to paint your home again
* Industry's most advanced materials

* Lifetime warranty

Windows

* Protect your largest asset - fix roof
problems now and avoid costly repairs later

* Increase the resale value of your home

* Professional job from start to finish

* Lifetime warranty shingles

* Lower your energy costs

* Increase the resale value of your home
* Reduce maintenance

* Lifetime warranty

Call now for your free window, siding or roofing estimate!

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and
35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Speuahzmg in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT e Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

* Roofing - Siding - Windows - Decks  SALLTODAVE
|

Fully Licensed
& Insured
Lic. 0640485

CIT4-13-23

Michelangelo’s Home Painting

Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured — Free Estimates — Interior/Exterior

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479

michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com

RE7-17-26

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry :

Free Estimates « CT Lic. #06096-1701 « Insured
Q - — GLASTONBURY BASED —
Cell 860.368.9486 30 Years

Office 860.657.9185 HITLLI

CIT4-2-26

/A BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Reliable Quality Workmanship

CIT3-5-20

Ayl T T
KC MASONRY
Stonewalls ¢ Brick Walls ¢ Bluestone * Steps

Fireplaces ¢« Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Free Estimates KEN (203) 558-4951

Lic. No. 0604514

E=p T, 56" ANNIVERSARY
=" RESToRATION  Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
=l Home/Church/Historic [Elm® Preparation Specialist —

Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[l Since 1973 Over 2300 &l Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

[l Carpentry Services [l Hardwood Floor Finishing
=l Water Damage [Elm Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,
Exceptional Service :/

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV 'S PRO PAINTING L.

Power Washing
860-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

CIT3-20-25

Davispropaintinglic@yahoco.com

Bud Stula

Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 + Insured

Call 860.377.0380

RE3-13-20

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

=Decks = Windows & Doors
OVER20  u|nterior & Exterior Carpentry
expERIENCE " Finished Basements

. = Structural Repair & Remodels
E 860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro
PAQUETTE
ROOFING"'

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

BACKFLOW TESTING

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting

» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —

Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

ARKER

AINTING & W

Interior/Exterior * Powerwashing

STARKEY
7 HOME REMODELING, LL

& 4 c
_

* Roofing, Gutters

» Decks, Sheds, Porches

& A * Windows/Doors

» Landscape Services, Patios
 Additions, Framing

» Siding

« Kitchens, Baths

* Basements

* Flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & vinyl)
* Painting, Staining

¢ Insulation, Trim, etc.

JAMES
860-573-3597

Call Today for a Free Estimate on all your Interior and Exterior needs.
Locally owned. Licensed/Insured. Lic. #0632872

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL

Since 1992

MARK'S
PAINTING

860-267-4125

’Freshen Up for the Fall Holidays!\
All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

RE7-10-26

RE6-21-24

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS L1c
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting

KKS Construction

N
W

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland

License #609553

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

LICENSED
& INSURED

Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
860-338-0156

CIT3-5-20

h Swanson

PAINTING

T

Michael Swanson, owner

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CcALL: 219-575-0370

* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
* Staining, Powerwashing

 Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
¢ Free Estimates, Insured

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www. FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry — Roofing
Windows — Doors

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995

CIT6:4:26

860.550.0932

kimsadlon@cox.net

IRe12:20.23

HOUSE CLEANING:
Need some help to get
your home clean? I'd
be happy to help. | have
10+ years of experience,
| offer reliable service.
reasonable rates and |
do an amazing job. Re-
ferences upon request.
Please call or text for
free estimates. ARIANE’
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. ~ §

860-798-7961 %

FOR SALE

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit
payment via PayPal.

7-3-2025

COBBLE STONES
FOR SALE: 2,000+
pieces, $2,000. Boat &
Motor & Trailer, $500-
$1,500. Call 860-966-
9364. If no one answers,
please leave a mes-
sage.

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

Like us on
Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

TAG SALES

HUGE 3-FAMILY TAG
SALE: 17 Cheney Rd,
Marlborough. Sat, 7/25,
9am-3pm. Antiques,
household, clothing,
small furniture. So-
mething for everyone.
Everything must go!

TAG SALE
COVENTRY: 182
Woodland Road. Sat/
Sun, 7/25-7/26, 8am-
4pm. OId tools, Exotic
plants, books/toys, an-
tiques, LPs, DVDs, TV,
Kayak, Trumpet, Sculp-
tures, estate items, and
more.

HUGE ESTATE SALE:
7/24, 9am-3pm and
7/25, 9am-1pm. 133
Lake Shore Drive, Col-
chester. Household,
antiques, tools, glass,
furniture. Quality items.
No early birds please.

MOVING SALE: Sat,
7125, 8am-1pm. Rain
or Shine. 15 Hyde Farm
Terr, East Hampton.
Tools, lawn equip, fur-
niture, household, cloth-
ing, baby items, toys.

TAG SALE: House-
hold items, fishing gear,
furniture, jewelry, col-
lectibles, tools, elec-
tronics. Friday 24th &
Saturday 25th. 8am-
3pm, 1 School Street,
Cromwell. Early birds
welcome.

MULTI FAMILY TAG
SALE: Saturday July
25th, 8am-2pm, 9
Charles Lane, Hebron.
Lots of items, something
for everyone.

TAG SALE-THISISA
BIG ONE: YOU DON'T
WANT TO MISS! RE-
CORDS, JEWELRY
HUMMELS, LAMPS,
TRAINS, FURNITURE,
YARN, FABRIC, DE-
PRESSION GLASS,
KNICK KNACKS,
CLOCKS, TOOLS,
HOUSEWARES,
CLOTHING, BIRD
CAGE, CRAFT ITEMS,
BAND T'S,AND MUCH
MUCH MORE. 486
OLD HARTFORD
ROAD, COLCHESTER.
THURSDAY, JULY
30TH; FRIDAY, JULY
31ST, AND SATURDAY,
AUG 1ST. 9AM-2PM.

r\/ Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

~\.CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

*1000 OFF

with this ad

860-381-9336

or FREE Gutters with
Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

Finanein
Available

christopherimprovement.com

MJ. Emonds SUMMER
= > HERE .

STAY
COOL]
Call for all of your
air conditioning needs.

= \\ECHANICAL
==—=1 CONTRACTORS

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554

www.emonds.com

Ermonids \ :

ORs -

—

\ SPECIALIST

w

:
- )
S e
COMFORT
)
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CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

= i
CARLGUID

FTHE EUTUR E OF REAL ESTATE

THE

FUTURE
REAL ESTATESS

SERVING BUYERS AND SELLERS

ACROSS CONNECTICUT

> 4 Offices

> 120+ Agents REAL ESTATE DONE RIGHT
» 20+ Years Serving Connecticut > Free Moving Trucks for Our Clients

- T > White-glove client experience

BUYING OR SELLING? > Support that doesn'’t disappear

> Skilled negotiation after closing

> Local market expertise
> Proven marketing strategies

DEEPLY INVESTED IN THE QY 860-474-3500
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE

> Locally owned and operated
> Community events and scholarships
> Offices embedded in the towns we serve

& www.carlguild.com

READY FOR YOUR NEXT CHAPTER
N REAL ESTATE?

Whether you're newly licensed or an experienced agent, Carl
Guild & Associates provides the tools, support, and community to
help you grow your business with confidence.

We invest in: You'll have access to:

- Your brand « Full-service marketing support
- Your skills - Ongoing training & weekly masterminds
- Your production - Free moving trucks for your clients

If you're exploring your options, CALL CARL!

RE 7-24-26



