P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

RIVEREAST

News Bulleti

POSTAL CUSTOMER

LOCAL

US. POSTAGE

PAID
GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

PRESORTED STANDARD

* Kk ok Ak ok

Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

Volume 47, Number 26

Published by The Glastonbury Citizen

August 14, 2026
|

and Jameson Jarzabek, age 7.

Collecting Signatures... Portland residents Erica Jarzabek and Katie Terlalis
Bordonaro have been asking residents of Apple Tree Lane, Mountain Laurel Way
and Rustic Terrace to sign a petition asking the school district and M&]J Bus Com-
pany to reconsider the current transportation plan for elementary school students
in the neighborhood. The two said they have collected more than 40 signatures.
Pictured are a few of their helpers: Ellie Jarzabek, age 5, Teddy Bordonaro, age 4,
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Guidone Wins

By Toriana Williams

Hebron resident Jason Guidone won the Re-
publican primary for Connecticut’s 19th State
Senate District on Aug. 11, where he defeated
former state representative Mike France of Le-
dyard by 1,162 votes to 905, according to unof-
ficial results from the Connecticut Secretary of
the State’s website. Guidone received 56.22% of
the vote, while France received 43.78%.

With victory in hand, Guidone - who is
also the chair of the Hebron Republican Town
Committee - now moves on to the general elec-
tion in November where he is expected to face
Democratic incumbent Cathy Osten. It would
be Guidone’s second try to unseat Osten; he un-
successfully ran against her in 2024.

The 10-town 19th District includes the
Rivereast towns of Hebron and Marlborough, as
well as Columbia, Franklin, Lebanon, Ledyard,
Lisbon, Montville, Norwich and Sprague.

Guidone told the Rivereast he was “thrilled”
with the result and credited his win to the peo-
ple who supported his campaign.

“The hard work of so many has paid off, in-
cluding myself, of course. But the victory goes
to everyone who stepped in and stepped up to
support the campaign,” he said. He also thanked
voters who took the time to participate.

“Everyone who took the time to come out
and vote,” he said, “that’s what it takes. I'm so
appreciative, humbled by it, really”

Although Guidone said he was excited by
Tuesday’s results, he shared that he believed he
had a strong chance of winning before voters
went to the polls.

“I thought I had a really good shot of winning
this primary because of the overwhelming sup-
port through the district from the start,” he said.

One sign of that support was the number of

Portland Presses Pause on Future Gas Stations

By Anne Lilburn

At a meeting last Thursday, Aug. 6, the Port-
land Planning and Zoning Commission voted
unanimously to ban future gas stations in town.

The move, which would remove gas stations
as a permitted use in all the town’s zoning cat-
egories, would not affect any of the town’s cur-
rently operating seven gas stations, nor would
it affect the gas station that is currently under
construction on Route 66, or the one proposed,
also located on Route 66.

Prior to this action, Portland allowed gas sta-
tions in certain zones, according to Town Plan-
ner Dan Bourret.

“Basically, we took it out of the zones that it
was allowed in, so it was allowed in our B1 and
B2 zone, and so we just removed that use from
that zone, those two zones,” said Bourret.

This was in accordance with state law and
how towns typically operate, he said.

“Towns can add and take away uses from
zones as they see fit for their plan of develop-
ment,” he said. “It’s just like some towns might
allow adult entertainment [and others not]. It’s
really within the town’s purview what uses hap-
pen in what zones.”

First Selectman Mike Pelton said nine gas sta-
tions were a lot for a town as small as Portland,
but he understood why it may have gotten to
that point.

“I know statistically Route 66 has over 30,000
cars a day that travel on there,” he said. “I think
we have like 36,000 that come over the bridge
from Middletown and most go onto 66, so
there’s probably very good financial reasons
why gas stations like it there, because they can
afford it

Still, Pelton said he understood the ban.

“If you just drive through Portland, you do see
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a lot of gas stations,” he said. “It kind of crowds
out other potential businesses. ... We have some
great areas on Route 66 that you could do a lot
more development with that are undeveloped
right now, so youd hate to have it crowded out
by just gas stations.”

Bourret also pointed out that the town didn’t
know what its needs would be going forward in
the decades to come. He pointed out that the
town has a defunct gas station on Main Street
that has sat vacant for over 35 years now.

Critically, Bourret said that the decision was
not one that the town couldn’t change its mind
on going forward.

“These regulations are not chiseled in stone.
As long as its allowed within the framework
of zoning in state statute, we could change this
back,” he said. “So if a couple years from now,

See Future Gas Stations, page 28

Senate Primary

Republican town committees that endorsed
him. Guidone said seven of the eight town
committees that chose to endorse a candidate
backed his campaign. France received one en-
dorsement.

In total, of the 10 Republican town commit-
tees in the district, eight chose to endorse a
candidate. Guidone also said he received about
76.5% support at the Republican convention in
May.

Guidone said that the endorsements most
likely helped, but he could not say how much
weight they held with voters. He pointed out
that some voters may see a town committee en-
dorsement as important, while others may not
even know the committees exist.

Instead, Guidone said he believes the bigger
factor that contributed to his winning was the
work done by volunteers.

“[The] highest impact is the volunteers who
put in the effort,” he said.

Volunteers knocked on doors with Guidone,
drove him around, and knocked on doors on
his behalf. To Guidone, that work showed a per-
sonal commitment to his campaign.

“That is touching;” he said. “It’s [had] a pro-
found sort of impact on me.”

He added that he has tried to stay grounded
and to just be himself while campaigning.

“I am doing my best to stay grounded and be
myself. Just present genuinely, and it apparently
resonates,” said Guidone.

See Guidone Wins, page 12
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Congregational Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
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p.m.
Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Clothing Sale: Saturday, Aug. 15, 9 am.-3

p.m.

Bingo and Baskets: Friday, Aug. 21 - dinner

at 5:30 p.m., followed by the game at 6:30 p.m.

Cost is $15 per person.

Clothing & Linen Sale
Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6, will hold a Clothing & Linen Sale
on Saturday, Aug. 15, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
there is a bag sale from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter is available
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested
in volunteering. Evening hours are available.
Call or stop by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice for
all appointment requests. Transportation to town
events, voting, and ACSC activities to Andover
seniors, veterans, and disabled are welcome.

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: For
a list of regular weekly and monthly events, such
as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Yoga, Dominos,
Tai Chi, trips to the library and the food pantry/
Foodshare truck, Chair Massage, and more, see
the monthly newsletter, “Community Connec-
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tions.” Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: The Summer
MOVEment celebration continues through Au-
gust. This is the final month of the community-
wide celebration of movement in all its forms.
Be sure to check out the new August programs
and activities, designed to get everyone in-
volved.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Wil-
limantic 8/25, and shop in Manchester 8/18.
Also, on Thursday, 8/20, at 8:30 a.m., shop Trad-
er Joe’s and Michaels.

Stretch & Strengthen Fitness Class: Tues-
day/Thursday, 8/18, 8/20, 8:25, 8/27, at 8:30 a.m.
each day. Class is free.

Fun with Fondu: Wednesdays, 8/19 and
8/26, 3 p.m. each week. Themes: 8/19, Cheese
and Crackers; 8/26, Chocolate with Marshmal-
lows and Toppings. Fee is $3 per class.

Disappearing 4-Patch Quilting Workshop:
Mondays, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31, from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee is $10 per class. In this sewing workshop,
students learn the technique to make a disap-
pearing 4-patch quilt, 64”x80”. First session is
required. Bring your sewing supplies. Fabric re-
quirement provided at time of sign-up. Call the
center to join.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice
Cream: Friday, 8/21, 1 p.m. Head to Sweet Frog
in Manchester. Call the center to register and
pick up your passport.

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 8/27, $42. Call
the center for an appointment. Transportation
is available.

Haircare with Helen - Free for Andover
Veterans: Monday, 8/31, 10:30 a.m. As a thank
you for your service, Andover veterans are in-
vited to receive free haircuts during this special
Veterans Haircut Program. Appointments re-
quired. Contact the center for availability and
scheduling.

Monthly Veterans Coffee Hour: Monday,
9/14, 9:30 a.m. All veterans are invited to a free
coffee hour every first Monday of the month.
Connect with fellow veterans, share stories,
build friendships, and enjoy a cup of coffee in
a relaxed setting.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

=Marlborough
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River In Marlborough
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WAIM Fall Flea Market

Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM)
will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon,
at 866 Main St.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market
experience on WAIMs fifth floor. Items range
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check.

WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry)
is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon,
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham, and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext.
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

August Programs for Kids at Library

All are invited to the last two summer pro-
grams offered for kids at Andover Public Li-
brary. These programs will be held downstairs
at the library. Call the library to sign up or with
any questions at 860-742-7428.

Cake Decorating for Kids!: Tuesday, Aug.
18, 6 p.m. Cindy Miller will be at the library to
teach kids different frosting styles to decorate
a barnyard-themed cake. Participants should
be aged 4-14 and able to work independently.

Class size is 12; a few spaces remain, and sign-
up is required.

PJ Storytime!  Friendship! /;Amigos!:
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 6 p.m. Library Friend EIl-
len Repay and Early Roots Collaborative Parent
Ambassador Doris Maldonado Méndez will
read books about Friendship in English and
Spanish. Children will enjoy a fun evening of
stories and crafts.

KinderRHAMa Preschool Openings

AHM Youth and Family Services has lim-
ited openings in the Tuesday/Thursday Kinder-
RHAMa Preschool class at RHAM High School
for the 2026-27 school year.

There are full-day and part-day slots avail-
able. Parents can choose from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. or
8:30 a.m.-noon. Cost per year is $2,490 for the
partial day, and $3,600 for the full day. Fees can
be paid in monthly installments. There may be
financial aid available to families who qualify.

KinderRHAMa offers structured and un-
structured theme-based activities, as well as
many enrichment activities. Regular activities
include circle/story time, outside play, literacy,
science and math-based activities, and daily

Bingo & Basket Raffle

Andover Congregational Church, located at
359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle
night on Friday, Aug. 21, starting with dinner at
5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink,
dessert and bingo. No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

arts and crafts projects. The class is led by two
trained teachers, and RHAM students also assist
in the program.

More information is at ahmyouth.org/pro-
grams-services/kinderrhama-preschool-pro-
gram. Children must be fully toilet-trained to
participate.

If you are interested or have further ques-
tions, contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmy-
outh.org or 860-573-1260.

Vacancy for PZC Alternate

There is a vacancy for an Alternate Planning
and Zoning Commission member. Any quali-
fied Andover elector interested in serving as a
member of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for a term ending Nov. 20, 2029, is encour-
aged to apply.

The deadline for submission of letters of in-
terest is Thursday, Sept 3.

Letters of interest should be sent to: Town of
Andover Building Department 17 School Rd.,
Andover, CT 06232. Alternatively, submissions
may be emailed to: zoning@andoverct.org.

RHAM « RHAM « RHAM « RHAM .
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Free, Reduced-Price Lunch Info

The RHAM middle and high schools and Marlborough Elementary School have announced their
policy for determining eligibility of children who may receive free or reduced-price meals served
under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP), or free
milk served under the Special Milk Program (SMP). For school year (SY) 2026-27, breakfast is free
of charge for all students enrolled in schools participating in the School Breakfast Program

Local school officials have adopted the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Income Eligibil-
ity Guidelines (IEGs) for family size and income criteria for determining eligibility. The following
income guidelines will be used in Connecticut from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027, for determining
participant’s eligibility for free and reduced-price school meals and free milk in the Child Nutrition

Programs (CNP).

Income Guidelines for Child Nutrition Programs: July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027

Free Meals
Household Size | Annual gross Monthly gross | Twice per month | Every two weeks | Weekly gross
income income gross income income

1 20,748 1,729 865 798 399
2 28,132 2,345 1,173 1,082 541
3 35,516 2,960 1,480 1,366 683
4 42,900 3,575 1,788 1,650 825
5 50,284 4,191 2,096 1,934 967
6 57,668 4,806 2,403 2,218 1,109
7 65,052 5,421 2,711 2,502 1,251
8 72,436 6,037 3,019 2,786 1,393

Each additional 7,384 616 308 284 142

family member

Reduced Meals
Household Size | Annual gross Monthly gross | Twice per month | Every two weeks | Weekly gross
income income gross income income

1 29,526 2,461 1,231 1,136 568
2 40,034 3,337 1,669 1,540 770
3 50,542 4,212 2,106 1,944 972
4 61,050 5,088 2,544 2,349 1,175
5 71,558 5,964 2,982 2,753 1,377
6 82,066 6,839 3,420 3,157 1,579
7 92,574 7,715 3,858 3,561 1,781
8 103,082 8,591 4,296 3,965 1,983

Each additional 10,508 876 438 405 203

family member

The income calculations above are based on the following formulas:

- monthly income is calculated by dividing the annual income by 12;

- twice monthly income is computed by dividing annual income by 24;

- income received every two weeks is calculated by dividing annual income by 26; and

- weekly income is computed by dividing annual income by 52.

All numbers are rounded upward to the next whole dollar.

Students residing in households with income at or below the levels shown in the chart above are
eligible for free or reduced-price school meals or free milk. To apply for free or reduced-price school
meals or free milk households should fill out the application and return it to your child’s school or
by emailing it to jen.choma@rhamschools.org. Only one application is required per household and
an application for free or reduced-price school meals cannot be approved unless it contains com-
plete eligibility information as indicated on the application and instructions.

For questions or more information, call Jennifer Choma at 860-228-9474 ext. 3401.

ings for families across our region and state.

where they previously were not.

included in Sales Tax Free Week.

From the State Senator’s Desk

Happy August! It’s hard to believe this hot, wet summer is halfway over,
but before we know it, students will return to classrooms in coming weeks e
for another school year. Don't let back-to-school hamper your late sum- i
mer festivities, though; instead, thanks to legislators’ work this year, the
state’s Sales Tax-Free Week will provide opportunities for significant sav-

Since 2000, Connecticut has celebrated Sales Tax-Free Week during
the third week of August, timed and themed to align with back-to-school
shopping. During that period, which runs from Sunday, Aug. 16, to Sat-
urday, Aug. 22, this year, items of clothing and footwear worth up to $300
will be tax-free when purchased in stores and online.

This year has some significant updates to Sales Tax-Free Week, too.
Legislators voted this year to expand the value of items included under
the tax exemption from $100 per item to $300 per item, drastically increasing the number of
products available under the tax exemption. They also expanded the products available with tax
exemptions; backpacks and some cleated shoes, for example running shoes, are now included

Another significant improvement: school supplies are now tax-exempt year-round, making it
easier for families to save a few bucks in preparing for classes to start again. Under the new stan-
dard, there’s a permanent 0% sales tax on items bought for personal or student nonbusiness use
like notebooks and binders, pens and pencils, glue, rulers, scissors, legal pads, lunch boxes and
loose-leaf construction paper. Electronic school supplies are still tax-exempt, but these items’
exemptions will provide significant opportunities for state residents.

Some items are still not eligible under the sales tax exemption. Items costing more than $300
are not exempt, but if a sale reduces an item’s cost under that level, it may still qualify. Addition-
ally, specialized athletic clothing or protective clothing worn for specific purposes, like football,
golf and bowling shoes, martial arts attire, sports uniforms and specialty gloves are not eligible
for the exemption. Handbags and purposes, wallets, umbrellas and jewelry are also items not

As Connecticut families prepare for their children to return to class, they’ll have new oppor-
tunities to save a few valuable dollars in the coming weeks, both during Sales Tax Free Week for
back-to-school clothes and year-round when it comes to stocking up on pencils and notebooks.
I wish you and your loved ones a wonderful end of summer and a strong start to the school year.

Note: The 33rd State Senate District includes Colchester, East Hampton and Portland, as well as
Chester, Clinton, Deep River, East Haddam, Essex, Haddam, Lyme, Old Saybrook and Westbrook.

Needleman

State Sen. Norm Needleman
D-33rd District

Volunteers Wanted for Stream Assessments

The Salmon and Eightmile River watershed
organizations are hosting a training program
for volunteers in September to assist with bio-
logical stream assessments.

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrates (water
bugs) are good indicators of water quality and
stream health. Learn how to collect and identify
stream macroinvertebrates in this training pro-
gram which will include an indoor workshop
followed by field training at selected sites.

The training program will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and
includes field time. The indoor workshop will
be held at Burnham Brook Preserve, 2 Dolbia
Hill Road-East, East Haddam, starting at 9 a.m.

After the classroom portion, we will head to
Devil's Hopyard State Park, East Haddam.

Registration is limited to 20 participants. This
program is appropriate for high school age and
above, however a parent/guardian must accom-
pany a minor. To register or for any questions,
contact Pat Young at salmonriverct@att.net or
info@eightmileriver.org.

Collectively, the Salmon and Eightmile River
watersheds cover over 200 square miles and in-
clude the towns of Bolton, Colchester, Colum-
bia, East Haddam, East Hampton, East Lyme,
Glastonbury, Haddam, Hebron, Lebanon,
Lyme, Marlborough and Salem.

Needleman Named ‘Environmental Champion’

State Sen. Norm Needleman (D-33) recently
earned a perfect 100% score from the Con-
necticut League of Conversation Voters and
was named an Environmental Champion by
the state, receiving the distinctions for his votes
during the 2026 legislative session.

Needleman received this recognition for his
support of legislation supporting environmental
rights and efforts in Connecticut ranging from
fighting aquatic invasive species in state water-
ways to supporting the expansion of solar pro-
grams expanding access to renewable energy.

“We’re in a vital time where we need to make
sure our state is working toward the best possi-
ble future, and we need to take action to protect
our environment in the process,” said Needle-

man. “IT'm proud to have supported initiatives
improving energy efliciency, access to solar
power and bolstering our state’s capacity for
future breakthroughs, and it’s heartening to re-
ceive this recognition from the CTLCV in turn”

Sen. Needleman was one of 16 state senators
to receive a perfect score from the CTLCV. His
votes in support of recycling, reporting use of
pesticides and improving the state’s waste man-
agement systems all contributed to his high
marks.

The 33rd State Senate District includes Col-
chester, East Hampton and Portland, as well as
Chester, Clinton, Deep River, East Haddam, Es-
sex, Haddam, Lyme, Old Saybrook and West-
brook.

Benefit Concert for CVC

There will be a benefit concert for the Com-
munity Voice Channel - the public access chan-
nel for Andover, Hebron and Marlborough -
coming up in Ellington in September.

Rock This Town will host a benefit show for
Community Voice Channel (CVC) entitled
“Rock This Town presents A CVC Benefit
Show” on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.,
at Market Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington.

This immersive music event will bring to-
gether top artists, emerging talents, engaging
activities, food trucks, vendors, and music en-
thusiasts to celebrate the future of CVC.

According to CVC, public access television
in Connecticut is facing a funding crisis driven
by the ongoing shift to streaming. As audiences
abandon traditional cable television for modern

AHM Youth and

Family Programs

AHM Youth and Family Services offers a
range of programs for all ages. The Health
Matters programs include macrame, water-
color, pottery painting, yoga and more.

Stay tuned to the AHM website, ahmy-
outh.org, and its social media accounts to
learn the latest and sign up.

streaming platforms like Netflix, Roku and You-
Tube, the total revenue CVC receives has plum-
meted.

CVC said this loss has left it struggling to keep
its doors open and maintain its equipment. CVC
relies on these cable TV subscriber fees for operat-
ing costs; even though CVC is on Roku and You-
Tube, it does not receive internet subscriber fees.

Tickets to the concert are $10 for ages 16 and
over, $5 for ages 5-15, and admission is free for
ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.

Police Cadets
Seek Members

Teens considering a job in law enforcement
or the military, or just want to serve the com-
munity, are invited to join the Connecticut State
Police Cadet program.

The program meets twice a month on
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the State Police
barracks in Colchester, and males and females
ages 13-20 are invited to join. The Cadet pro-
gram focuses on building confidence, improv-
ing physical fitness and leadership training.

If interested in attending a meeting or for
more information, call 860-465-5468 or email
troopkcadets028@gmail.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

I voted early; did you?

If you were a registered Democrat, you
were able to participate in a primary on Tues-
day. Also, if you were a registered Republican
living in Hebron or Marlborough, you were
able to participate in a primary as well.

I took part in early voting on Sunday - and
it seems as if I had a fair amount of company.
According to CT Mirror, by the time polls
closed Sunday night, 61,846 of the state’s
nearly 790,000 registered Democrats — about
7.8 - took part in early voting this year.

And in the towns that had GOP primaries
to vote in - which, again, included Hebron
and Marlborough - 5,351 Republicans cast
early or absentee ballots for their General As-
sembly or Congressional primaries.

Of the Rivereast towns, Marlborough was
the big winner when it came to early voting,
with 9.35% of the town’ registered Demo-
crats and Republicans casting ballots before
Tuesday.

Those turnouts may not seem like much,
but when you consider the historically low
overall turnouts for primaries, that’s not bad.

I have to admit, I very nearly forgot all
about it; I was headed to the grocery store
late Sunday afternoon and drove past a group
of people waving candidate signs outside the
local library. “Oh fiddlesticks!” I exclaimed
to myself (okay, it might have been a little
more colorful than that), and quickly turned
around and headed into the bowels of the li-
brary to cast my ballot.

Early voting has been wonderful; I'm sure
I'll do it again in November. With my work
schedule being the way it is, generally the
last thing I want to do when I get out of the
office on a Tuesday evening is drive over to
my town’s high school and stand in line to fill

out a ballot. (Yeah yeah, I know I could get
up early and do it on my drive into work in
the morning — but come on, thats not going
to happen.)

So yeah, early voting is a delight. And it
seems more than 67,000 of my fellow Con-
necticut registered Republicans and Demo-
crats agree with me.

* % %

Speaking of primaries, congratulations to
Hebrons own Jason Guidone! He won his
contest Tuesday, topping Mike France of Le-
dyard by a tally of 1,162 to 905, according to
the secretary of the state’s website. By doing
so0, Guidone is now the Republican nominee
for the state senate’s 19th district, and will face
Sen. Cathy Osten in November, in a rematch
of 2024’s race.

Not surprisingly, Guidone cleaned up in
Hebron, taking 205 votes to France’s 78. But
he also fared well in the other municipalities
in the 10-town district. In Marlborough - the
district’s only other town in Rivereast-land -
Guidone won by an 87-67 vote.

All told, France only won two of the dis-
tricts towns. Much like Guidone, France did
quite well in his hometown, taking Ledyard
by a 329-69 vote. France also won in Monville,
with 65 votes to Guidone’s 12.

Overall, though, Guidone emerged victo-
rious Tuesday night. It's always nice to see a
Rivereast-er on the ballot for a state race. Con-
grats again, Jason!

* Ok %

Lastly, if you have cable TV and live in An-
dover, Hebron or Marlborough, you've likely
come across the Community Voice Channel
while flipping through the channels. CVC
is the public access station for those three

Editor’s Desk continued on page 8
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From the news, etc...

- Vladmir Putin says that Russian missiles pounded Ukrainian military targets last night,
destroying three elementary schools, an orphanage and two historic churches. Twenty-seven
civilians, including fourteen children were killed in the attacks, according to Ukrainian sourc-
es. Putin said the attack was in retaliation for a Ukrainian attack on a Russian troop convoy,
which he described as a war crime.

- Multiple TV news stations report that the U.S. military is running out of ammunition in
the war against Iran. News reporters say the military is down to less than 800 missiles and may
soon be reduced to throwing rocks at the Iranians. The report was repeatedly aired on network
and cable TV stations just in case the Iranians didn’t see it the first time.

- Recent television spots by personal injury lawyers refer to trucks on our highways as “kill-
ing machines” If you are fortunate enough to be killed by a truck or victimized by any one
of a host of other menaces large or small, the lawyers are eager to get you justice (i.e., a pile of
money) because you're just like family to them. As I understand it, the “family rate” for justice
typically amounts to about a third of any settlement. And don’t expect to get invited over for
Thanksgiving dinner.

- Numerous politicians vowed in recent TV election campaign ads they are “fighting” for
us. I appreciate the sentiment, but it seems to me that most of these self-proclaimed political
pugilists seem to be getting the crap beat out of them. What’s more, there’s a few of them, who
if they’re truly fighting for me, should be punching themselves in the head.

- A recent TV ad for a pill designed to enhance male sexual prowess features a parade of
sultry women urging guys to give it a try, interspersed with a scene showing some hotshot just
burning up the golf course. Apparently, modern medicine has finally developed a pill that not
only makes you a bedroom Olympian, it also improves your golf game. Is this a great country,
or what?!

- I see that the Justice Department has dropped vandalism charges against some guy who
stuck his hand into the Reflecting Pool on the mall in Washington. The charge was based on
a law that prohibits the willful destruction or mutilation of government monuments and me-
morials. The “vandal” was originally facing up to 10 years in prison for touching some peeling
paint. Hopefully, he learned his lesson. Meanwhile, the Justice Department seems unaware
that someone has knocked down the entire east wing of the White House.

- A Bridgeport man was sentenced last week to ten years in prison for drug and gun of-
fenses. News reports indicate that the 32-year-old has nine previous felony convictions. Right.
Nine convictions. I can’t help but admire his perseverance, but I'm thinking maybe it’s time
this guy considered going into another business.

- Dr. Anthony Fauci of COVID fame (or infamy, if you prefer) was charged with contempt
of Congress last week for declining to participate in his own hanging. I don’t mean to be jaded,
but if contempt for Congress is a crime, I'm guessing probably 80 percent of the country is in
trouble.

- President Trump said this week that he is near to striking “a deal” with Denmark for
the purchase of Greenland. A White House spokesman said Trump has offered Denmark
the Statue of Liberty in exchange for the strategic island. If Denmark refuses his “very very
generous offer;” the President threatened to bomb Amsterdam back into the Stone Age. (Yup.
Amsterdam. Hope somebody alerts the Dutch.)

- Firefighters in Westport were called out last week after a child’s head got stuck in a potty-
training seat. How would you like to have that story following you around for the rest of your
life?

- In the back and forth leading up to Tuesday’s political primaries Connecticut Gov. Ned
Lamont and his challenger, Josh Elliot, both promised to force Eversource to lower our electri-
cal bills. Keep an eye out for flying pigs.

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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free and open to all.

SOOP’s On!... Local band Seat of Our Pants will
Park Rd. in Marlborough, on Thursday, Aug. 20, at 6 p.m. The band features Michael
Frantzen from Hebron. Mark Hall, Carolyn Brodginski, and Jeff Gorman from
Marlborough. The concert, sponsored by Marlborough Parks and Recreation, is
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Great Boat Parade

To the Editor:

Last Saturday’s boat parade on Lake Pocoto-
paug was one of the best parades on the lake.

The boats were beautifully decorated and
could easily be seen from shore.

Thanks Cap, good job.

Anne McLaughlin - East Hampton

Fun-Filled Saturday Coming
To the Editor:

Saturday, Sept. 19, will be an exciting, fun-
filled day in Marlborough. The senior center is
celebrating its 25th anniversary, while the Marl-
borough Fife and Drum is having both its pa-
rade and muster.

After watching the parade and enjoying the
music, everyone is welcome to come back and
join us at the senior center as we celebrate 25
years in Marlborough starting at 1 p.m.

At 1 p.m. we will present a short welcoming,
history and honoring ceremony showcasing the
center. At 1:40, please enjoy appetizers, cake and
drinks as you walk down to the large tent to the
lively 19-piece Swing Band.

A photo booth, caricatures, games and ice
cream will keep you entertained for the af-
ternoon while you reunite with old and new
friends.

Donna Mosher - Marlborough

Note: Mosher is a longtime resident and a
member of the Marlborough Commission on Ag-

ing.

Support This Budget
To the Editor:

After Monday’s Board of Finance meeting,
it is encouraging the way the community has
come together to support the children and fam-
ilies of East Hampton. Having come up with the
funds independently and extra funding from
the state to support our programming that was
slated to be cut. I hope the entire community
can come together and support this budget pub-
licly and proudly.

Rick Wanat - East Hampton

It Takes a Village
To the Editor:

I would like to remind my East Hampton
neighbors who keep voting ‘no’ against the edu-
cation budget to remember the proverb “It takes
a village to raise a child”

Did your children attend public schools
growing up? Do you have children in school
now? No matter the town where you have lived,
the taxes you have paid did not cover the costs
of educating them. It is the taxes of a collective
community that believes it is important to sup-
port children and their futures that made their
education possible.

I am an East Hampton voter who is retired
and on a fixed income, who does not have and
never has had a child attending East Hampton
Public Schools. I also understand the financial
challenges facing us these days. But I believe that
children are our investment in the future of our
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town and our country. So, I will continue to vote
‘yes’ to support education. Our children and our
community deserve the best educational system
we can offer. It takes all of us to make sure that it
can happen. Please join me and vote ‘yes!

Lynn Kochiss - Cobalt

Input for Colchester
To the Editor:

I’'m happy to note that Colchester’s BOS, BOF,
BOE, and residents are asking for your input in
order to pass the upcoming budgets. 'm happy
to share my input.

I support cuts to help pass our budgets that
will not cause harm to Colchester residents.

I support merging duplicate positions and
departments when they share the same needs
and goals, such as the town and school finance
operations.

I support the delay or cancellation of filling
vacant positions that may not be necessary in
the future.

I support the cutting back of hours in depart-
ments without causing harm or safety issues.

I support road maintenance. Road mainte-
nance is crucial for the safety of every Colches-
ter resident. School buses will be running soon,
and our winter weather will only continue to get
worse due to climate change. Roads will have
more ice and snow.

I support keeping department heads in their
current positions without the possibility of
their eliminations. One department head can-
not manage three or four different departments
with different needs, goals and personnel. This
would be equivalent to one world leader man-
aging the United States, Russia, Israel, and
Ukraine. Crazy, I know.

Please continue to consider the repercussions
to our town with your upcoming budget votes.
Please join me in voting ‘yes for both Colches-
ter budgets.

Noreen Bibee - Colchester

Serious Concerns
To the Editor:

I am writing to raise public awareness about
serious procedural and regulatory concerns
surrounding the proposed development of the
School House Property in Middle Haddam.
This parcel lies within the officially designated
Historic District and includes a protected his-
toric structure. Under the Middle Haddam His-
toric Handbook, any development, alteration,
or construction on such a property must first
be reviewed by the Historic District Commis-
sion. This review is mandatory and intended to
preserve the district’s architectural and cultural
integrity. As of today, no such review has taken
place.

Equally troubling is the manner in which
this proposal was added to the Town Council
agenda. Surrounding property owners received
little or no advance notice, limiting their ability
to evaluate the project and participate meaning-
fully in public discussion. Transparency and
public engagement are essential when consid-
ering development in a historic district, yet the
current process has not met those standards.

Residents have also requested clarification
regarding whether individuals promoting the
proposal may have professional real estate affili-
ations. Any potential conflicts of interest should
be reviewed under the town’s ethics policies to
ensure impartiality and avoid undue influence.

Zoning compliance is another major issue.
The School House Property is zoned R2, which
includes strict requirements for minimum lot
size, density, and building coverage. Based on
available information, the scale of the proposed
development appears inconsistent with these
regulations, including the 10% maximum build-
ing coverage allowed under §27081. Significant
clarification or redesign is needed before any
further consideration.

In addition, numerous required technical
studies — such as environmental impact as-
sessments, septic feasibility, traffic analysis,
wetlands delineation, and groundwater impact
studies — have not yet been completed. Resi-
dents have requested that the Town Council
postpone any action and schedule a compre-
hensive public hearing no sooner than 120 days
from now, allowing time for proper documenta-
tion and meaningful public review.

Importantly, this statement has now been for-
mally submitted to the Town Council twice, yet
has received no acknowledgment and has not
been entered into the meeting record or added to
any upcoming agenda, despite explicit requests.

The School House Property is an important
part of our community’s history. Any proposal
that could significantly alter the Historic Dis-
trict deserves a transparent, lawful, and fully
informed public process.

Jason Puglielli - East Hampton

Golfers, Sponsors Wanted
To the Editor:

Hebron American Legion Post 95 is present-
ing its annual Golf Scholarship Tournament at
Chanticlair Golf Club in Colchester, on Satur-
day, Sept. 12. The post is seeking golfers, pref-
erably a foursome, and is additionally seeking
corporate entities, and/or private citizens and
small business owners, for door prize items and
donations. In the late morning, after all golfers
are in or near the clubhouse after participants
have finished a meal, the event turns to an auc-
tion for bidding on door prizes; some very in-
teresting items are up for bid.

For additional information, please contact
Joe at 203-848-5913, or Ron at park1969@com-
cast.net. Donations for student scholarships
are accepted all year by donating to: Hebron,
American Legion, P. O. Box 0095, Hebron, CT
06248-0095.

Note: The American Legion hall is available
for private social events all year; contact Joe at
203-848-5913 for details.

Come out and play a round and donate to
the Hebron, American Legion Golf Scholarship
Tournament, and possibly take home a nice
door prize for a donation.

To all: be well, stay safe, for God and coun-
try, God bless the United States of America. Re-
spectfully submitted,

R. A. Mangillo - Hebron
Adjutant, American Legion Post 95

Educated Without Education
To the Editor:

Dear John letter, as a veteran, not the easi-
est introduction because it typically means bad
news.

John Barnowskis Education letter to the
editor was interesting. Speaking of an educated
public being essential to democracy, not sure I'd
completely agree. The USA has been around for
250 years. Many of those who participated in
our country’s democracy didn’t receive an edu-
cation, but they were educated.

Here is some education evidence. Last sum-
mer, while enjoying ice cream at a local shop in
Hebron, I purchased two cones. My total was
$10.20. I gave the employee $20.20, a 20 dollar
bill and 20 cents. My change, a ten, but the em-
ployee counted a five and three ones. I quickly
pointed out what my change should be and the
employee stated the machine was telling them
what my change was. This employee, possibly
working their first job trying to earn spending
money, a good life lesson, couldn’t count simple
change. At an age younger than this employee, I
had a paper route and all my customers paid in
cash and never did I need a machine to count
their change. I could do it in my head, even to-
day. With machines, high school aged young
adults can’t even do simple math in their heads,
but what they’re learning in school is a good
education?

Education evidence you ask? Are schools
teaching too much liberal arts and humanities?
What about everyday skills, like basic math, not
even algebra? Having an aeronautical engineer-
ing undergraduate and MBA graduate degree
I'm not sure how Shakespeare or liberal arts
taught me critical thinking skills. I've had the
privilege of traveling the world and my educa-
tion didn’t really help me to understand it, I
needed to see it for myself to be able to under-
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stand it.

The writer speaks of anti-government conser-
vatives letting the dumbing down of America
continue, but I bet many of the people who you
speak of along our country’s 250-year history
that disparage education are much smarter than
you're giving them credit for without an educa-
tion. My father finished high school in his 50;
he may have not had an education, but he was
educated and to think he lived a complete life.
Do you know the difference between an educa-
tion and being educated? Give the people more
credit than you're giving them.

Michael Chotkowski - Marlborough

Dementia Talks No. 69
To the Editor:

The other day I was reminded how it feels to
be startled. It was another clue about how best
to approach Mom.

Let me set the scene. I was cycling on the rail
trail and taking in the sights that nature has to
offer, when all of a sudden, I hear a voice direct-
ly behind me. It was another cyclist, who was
passing me. I can’t recall the last time I was that
startled. Mind you, I try hard to be aware of my
surroundings when I'm in nature. To be mind-
ful of what might be ahead of me or behind me
or above me. Realizing I was apparently in my
head a little too much also gave me pause.

In thinking about the experience, I shifted
from me to Mom. I wondered if she feels star-
tled when someone touches her head in pass-
ing, without saying anything. Or when someone
standing behind her and loudly says something
to someone else across the room. Or when she is
touched by staff at night while sleeping, without
any words being spoken.

I try hard to approach Mom from the front
and catch her eyes so she knows I am there for
her. I try hard to remember to ask before I touch
her in anyway. I try to ask before I remove her
eyeglasses so that I can wash them for her. I try.
You too can only try. To do your best.

Touch, taste, smell, vision and hearing will
likely change throughout the progression of Al-
zheimer’s and other dementias. For some it can
be very fast, others slow and others slower yet.
You may not know that there is a change in your
loved one until their behavior changes or when
they may stop engaging in activities.

I remember when I knew dad was home, it
wasn't that I heard his car in the driveway or the
door close. It was his cologne. I loved how he
smelled.

There is no magic window into what might
happen.

As you move towards your loved one, ask
yourself how you would like to be approached
if you weren't as aware of your surroundings
like you once were. If they no longer eat some-
thing they used to savor, perhaps their taste has
changed - take a pause and see what might be
different for them.

May you be touched by empathy and compas-
sion; and know that you are not alone.

With peace and kindness,
Tonya Maurer - Amston
Alzheimer’s Hotline 1-800-272-3900

should sell your home?”

situation.

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

When It Makes Sense Not to Sell

As a real estate agent, people are often surprised when I tell them, “T don’t think you

The truth is, selling isn’t always the right decision.

If you love your neighborhood, have a low mortgage interest rate, and your home still
meets your needs, staying put may be the better financial choice.

The same is true if youre considering selling simply because home prices are high.
While you may receive a great price for your current home, you’ll likely be buying
your next home in the same market.

Sometimes the costs of moving—closing costs, moving expenses, and higher monthly
payments—can outweigh the benefits.

On the other hand, there are times when selling makes perfect sense. A growing fam-
ily may need more space. Empty nesters may want less maintenance. A job change,
retirement, or the desire to be closer to family can all make moving the right choice.
The best real estate decisions aren’t based solely on market conditions—they’re based
on your goals, finances, and lifestyle.

That's why one of the most valuable conversations I have with homeowners isn’t
about what their home is worth. It’s about whether moving actually improves their

Sometimes the best advice is to sell.
Sometimes it’s to stay exactly where you are.

DPWAC Update
Hello Fellow Residents!

I am sorry that I have not submitted any up-
dates for several weeks. In all honesty we are
kind of in a holding pattern, waiting for the stars
to align and put this 15+ year project to a vote.

Our committee has been steadily working
with the architects, Silver Petrucelli & Associ-
ates, to finish up the permitting and final costs.
The architect has priced the project several ways.
The first is for the complete rebuild of the entire
operation at Old Colchester Road. The next is
to leave the transfer station as is, and rebuild
the rest. The third is to rebuild the DPW garage,
cold storage building and the salt shed without
replacing the dog pound/kennel or touching the
transfer station. The question of regionalization
is also being investigated to determine, if we as
a town, should outsource the kennel operations.
There has been no specific date set for a referen-
dum on this project yet.

We still have one area of questionable soil
that is scheduled for testing in the near future,
to then determine if any remediation will be
required. Everything else is moving along as
planned.

Our next regular meeting is next Monday,
Aug. 17, at 6:30 p.m. at the Hebron Town Hall. I
hope to see you there! As always go to the town
website, www.hebronct.gov, for recent FAQs
and to read the events that have transpired all
the way from 2010 to July 2026. Please email
questions to: dpwac@hebronct.gov .

Todd Habicht, Vice Chairman
Hebron DPWAC

Political Spin
To the Editor:

Last week’s Rivereast featured a joint letter
from Selectmen Rosemary Coyle and Art Shi-
losky defending the nearly $25,000 pay increase
to First Selectman Bernie Dennler. Frankly, it
was an astonishing exercise in political spin.

Their central claim is that this raise merely
“makes up” for years when the previous first
selectman voluntarily froze his salary. That ar-
gument falls apart the moment anyone does the
math. Starting at roughly $84,000, a 3% annual
compounded increase over four years results in
a salary of about $94,000, not $106,000. Notably,
that 3% figure isn’t arbitrary. It is roughly what
the town’s non-union compensation policy con-
templates, and that policy does not authorize
retroactive “makeup” raises or back pay.

But here’s what Selectmen Coyle and Shilosky
still don't seem to understand: the backlash has
never been primarily about the size of the raise.
It is about the message it sends.

Mr. Dennler has repeatedly described himself
as the CEO of the town. If that is how he sees the
job, then he should understand that the burden
falls on him first. For months, taxpayers have
been told to accept higher taxes (and water &
sewer bills). Town employees have been asked
to accept sacrifices of their own. Residents have
been told there simply isn't another choice but
for them to tighten their belts.

Yet the main person asking everyone else to

See Letters, page 6

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes
6 homes sold

« Average sale price: $596,550
o Average sale-to-list ratio: 106%
« Average days on market: 11 days
» Median days on market: 7 days

Condos
« 0 sold

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com
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* Letters, cont. from page 5
give more has refused to give up anything him-
self.

Most of us have worked for a boss who ex-
pects everyone else to work late, give up week-
ends, and make sacrifices while they themselves
enjoy the rewards of our labor. We all know
what that says about the boss. We all know Bill
Lumbergh, we've all seen Office Space. Why is
this any different?

That is why this raise has generated so much
outrage. Not because people begrudge Bernie
Dennler a higher salary, but because they expect
the person asking everyone else to sacrifice to
be willing to do the same. That expectation isn’t
unreasonable. For a public servant it’s the bare
minimum.

For me, what I find most astonishing isn't
the raise itself. It's that anyone in the Dennler
Administration still seems genuinely confused
about why residents are angry. After everything
that’s happened over the past year, they shouldn’t
be asking why trust has eroded. They should be
asking what they’ve done to deserve it.

Jason LaChapelle - Colchester

Please Protect Our Directors
To the Editor:

As our town considers ways to reduce the
budget, I understand that tough decisions must
be made. However, I strongly urge our town
leaders to reconsider any proposed cuts to the
positions of the Senior Center director, Youth
and Social Services director, and Parks & Rec-
reation director.

These three positions provide essential ser-
vices that directly affect the quality of life of our
residents and are much more than administra-
tive positions. They are the people who connect
residents with programs, resources, activities,
assistance, and opportunities that strengthen
our community.

Our Senior Center director plays a vital role
in supporting our growing senior population.

The senior center is a place where older adults
can participate in activities, receive informa-
tion and assistance, stay socially connected,
and maintain their independence. Our director
coordinates programs, volunteers, services, and
state and community partnerships. For many
seniors, the center is their only connection to
the community and a place where they know
someone who is there to help.

Our Youth and Social Services director is also
essential. When residents are facing financial
difficulties, food insecurity, housing concerns,
family challenges, or other hardships, social
services can help them find the resources they
need. Cutting this position could mean that
residents who are already struggling have fewer
places to turn.

Likewise, Parks & Recreation is an important
investment in our community. Recreation pro-
grams bring children, adults, families, and se-
niors together. These programs promote healthy
lifestyles, provide opportunities for social con-
nection, and contribute to the overall quality of
life in our town.

These departments may serve different popu-
lations, but they have something important in
common: bringing people together and making
our community a better place to live. Budget
reductions should certainly be considered care-
fully, but we should also consider the long-term
cost of eliminating or reducing these positions.
When valuable programs disappear, residents
lose access to services that are difficult and ex-
pensive to replace.

Please protect the Senior Center director,
Youth and Social Services director, and Parks
& Recreation director positions. These are not
simply budget lines - they are investments in
our people and in the future of Colchester.

Sincerely,
Madelyn Starkey - Colchester

Note: Starkey is chair of the Colchester Com-
mission on Aging, but said she is speaking as an
individual.

Mask Has Been Removed
To the Editor:

Colchester taxpayers have voted twice to
reject both the proposed town and education
budgets. And my wish is for a third budget ref-
erendum to fail if elected officials continue to
thumb their noses at We the People, and avoid
making meaningful and sustainable reductions.

Specifically, the Board of Education (BOE)
simply can’t in good conscience make a sweet-
heart financial golden parachute deal (wink-
wink) with an under-performing now former
school system superintendent who arguably
should have been fired; compensate him at his
exorbitant salary for up to 18 months while he
searches for and lands another lucrative posi-
tion, all at the expense of Colchester taxpay-
ers; and while the BOE shamelessly requests a
staggering increase in the 2026-27 education
budget. But these are indeed the end results of
the education cabal, consisting of the school
administration lead by a superintendent, the
Colchester BOE, the teachers’ union, and oth-
ers who have been conditioned to believe that
simply directing more money into education
translates to improved education. If that were
the case, Colchester, the State of Connecticut,
and our nation would have the most educated
children on Earth. We don’t.

The BOE annually attempts to capture more
taxpayer money by proposing huge budget
increases while simultaneously claiming any
cuts in proposed budgets (they aren’t cuts, they
are simply reductions in requested budget in-
creases) will hurt students. And predictably,
the cabal immediately implements fear tactics;
pulling on the heartstrings of both students and
parents (and others) by trotting out their play-
book which threatens the public with removal
or reduction of cherished programs that stu-
dents enjoy. If the education cabal truly cared
about students, as they incessantly claim, why
wouldn't it first assess the top-heavy and highly-
compensated school bureaucracy and look for
inefliciencies (cost) to remove, before it ever
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entertained culling student programs? Rather it
targets students in a disingenuous effort to take
more money from us, and maintain and indeed
grow the existing system that benefits the cabal.
But the mask has been removed in Colches-
ter and in numerous surrounding towns, and it
is past due for Colchester government to make
meaningful and sustainable reductions to a
bloated and broken education system whose
main beneficiary regrettably isn’t the students,
despite proclamations to the contrary. Follow
the money. Demand responsible government.

We the People have had enough.
Paul Bureau - Colchester

We Need Steve Weir
To the Editor:

I find myself so fed up with all of the political
commercials on television every night. I usually
end up muting most of them. I remember when
those commercials were about the person that
wanted to be elected, not who could tear their
opponent apart.

I want to talk about Steve Weir. I worked with
Steve at the Glastonbury Police Department
for several years. It was such a pleasure work-
ing with Steve as his demeanor spoke volumes
about who he is. I never once heard him raise
his voice. He is one of the most compassionate
people I know. The life of Steve Weir revolves
around helping others. I will never truly under-
stand how he fits so many varied interests into
a normal day.

Steve is always accessible. I have reached
out to him to produce proclamations from the
House for fellow workers who were about to re-
tire and had made a significant impact on the
Town of Glastonbury.

Steve always came through for me. It was so
uplifting when Steve would present the proc-
lamations to the employees. In most cases Jill
Barry, from the 31st District, would accompany
Steve. Steve Weir is a hard-working man. We
need him in the 55th District. His 100% voting
record in the House for all 4 of his years in the
Legislature is commendable. Steve will listen
to anyone and is willing to have a conversation
with them regardless of party affiliation. Steve
always gives back to the community. Steve is
a people person. Steve is a wonderful person.
Steve is a leader. We need Steve Weir.

Paul Slusarczyk - Marlborough

Supporting Our Veterans,
Every Month

To the Editor:

One of the programs I am especially proud
to offer at the Portland Senior Center is our
monthly Veterans Benefits Informational Pro-
gram. Our next program will be held on Aug.
17, and I continue to be reminded of just how
important this resource is for our veterans.

Recently, one of our veteran members shared
with me that for 50 years he had received noth-
ing, and because of this program, he was able to
learn about benefits he was eligible for and ulti-
mately receive those benefits after attending our
workshop. Hearing that was incredibly reward-
ing and reinforced exactly why we continue to
offer this program every month.

Our veterans have done so much for us, and
they deserve to know about the benefits, re-
sources, and support available to them. Through
our wonderful collaboration with the Veterans
Administration, veterans have the opportunity
to ask questions, learn about new or existing
benefits, and find out what they may be eligible
to receive.

One of the things I love most about working
in aging is showing people that it is never too
late. It is never too late to learn something new,
become more social, try new technology, dis-
cover a new resource, or advocate for yourself.
And it is certainly never too late for a veteran
to receive the benefits and support they have
earned through their service.

I also want people to know that you do not
have to live in Portland to become a member of
the Portland Senior Center. We are fortunate to
have members from several surrounding towns
who participate in and enjoy our programs. We
welcome older adults from other communities
to become members and take advantage of the
many wonderful programs, activities, educa-
tional opportunities, and resources we offer.

I encourage our veterans to join us on Au-
gust 17 or attend one of our monthly Veterans
Benefits Informational Programs in the future.
Even if you think there is nothing available to
you, come and learn. You may be surprised by
what you discover.

Our veterans served us. Making sure they
know about the support available to them is one
small way we can serve them in return.

Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW Director/
Municipal Agent, Portland Senior Center
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A Shortfall, Not a Scandal
To the Editor:

If you're planning to vote ‘no’ because of what
you heard about the health insurance fund, I'd
ask you to look at it one more time.

You were told there was a slush fund. Money
set aside where residents couldn’t see it. A re-
serve drained while the Board of Education
knew and said nothing. Dollars that had gone
somewhere they weren’t supposed to go.

None of that happened, and you don’t have
to take my word for it. I filed a Freedom of In-
formation request and went through the records
myself, month by month. Every dollar in the
fund went where it was supposed to go: claims,
premiums, administration. Not a single dollar
was misspent.

The fund ran short because we didn't put
enough in, year after year. That’s a real problem,
and it needs fixing. But it isn’t theft, and there is
nothing to recover.

And the cuts are real now. Programs, posi-
tions, and services are going. This town is going
to be different for a while, and you are going to
get less for what you pay, not more. A no vote
doesn’t bring back a dollar that was never taken.
It just buys another round of it.

A lot of people believed the slush fund sto-
ry. It was repeated confidently, for months, by
people who sounded like they knew what they
were talking about. Believing them wasn’t fool-
ish. But once it was clear no money was stolen,
the people who told it stopped telling it.

Don't vote ‘no’ over money that was never
missing.

John Farrell - Colchester

Bananas in Colchester
To the Editor:

For years, Republicans in Colchester have
been accused of being “anti-education” whenev-
er we questioned the size of increases requested
by the Board of Education.

But something remarkable is happening now.

BOE members are working more closely with
the town’s finance operation and using Munis,
the town’s financial software, to examine actual
spending trends.

According to the BOE chair, some of what
they are seeing is “bananas”

Budget lines that have repeatedly gone un-
spent are now being identified and reduced.
Substitute teachers are one example. Instead
of relying on assumptions carried forward in
Excel, Board members can now look at several
years of actual expenditures and budget more
realistically.

That should sound familiar.

Back in 2023, Republicans controlling the
Board of Finance pushed for greater financial
transparency and wanted the school budget
entered into Munis. We were told the BOF had
no business telling the BOE how to prepare its
budget, and efforts to restrain increases were
characterized as attacks on education.

Meanwhile, the school budget has been re-
ceiving increases averaging roughly 4% a year
over the last four years. That is not austerity.

Yet central-office administration continued
bringing forward larger budgets while relying
heavily on spreadsheets, assumptions and prior-
year numbers instead of a clear view of actual
spending.

And accountability for that cannot stop with
the former Superintendent.

The assistant superintendent was part of se-
nior central-office leadership throughout this
period and participated in budget discussions. If
this is truly the district'’s number-two executive
position, it is fair to ask why this level of spend-
ing analysis was not happening before taxpayers
were repeatedly asked for larger budgets.

Today, board members and town finance staft
are finding trends that allow some appropria-
tions to be reduced without cutting services.

That is not anti-education. Better budgeting
may be exactly how we protect teachers, pro-
grams and classrooms.

There may finally be light at the end of this
budget tunnel. But getting there requires more
than trimming a few lines.

We need to tear down parts of the old ad-
ministrative structure and replace them with
something leaner, more transparent and more
accountable.

That means continuing shared financial ser-
vices, examining whether every central-office
layer is necessary, and building future budgets
around actual spending.

Maybe the biggest lesson from the ‘bananas’
in Munis is that taxpayers were giving enough.
The real problem was transparency and ac-
countability.

Michael Dubreuil - Colchester

Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester
Republican Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Point of Order
To the Editor:

The Portland town charter grants the BOS
sole authority to appoint members to all town
committees and provide oversight over the Of-
fice of the First Selectman.

At the July 23 BOS special meeting the school
superintendent, Dr. Britton, announced that a
committee outside of the BOS was formed to
select members for appointments to the newly
created building committee. Under charter
rules, Dr. Britton’s presence on this or any town
committee would be a violation of the charter
as he is not a resident voter in Portland. In ad-
dition, town employees that are residents would
have a conflict of interest seated on a town
school building committee while employed by
the BOE. The meeting ran in typical first se-
lectman fashion, a cross between a Dick Cavett
show and The Price is Right. All occurring as
members of the BOS voted their authority away
to a third party that chose the candidates.

In February a letter was submitted to the BOS
with concerns regarding how appointments to
the Task Force committee by the BOE Chair
Steinhauser complied with charter and ethics
rules. A forced response from the first select-
man verified violations to the charter rules and
failed to address other concerns. Under charter
rules when questions on violations are raised
the BOS should open an investigation or con-
sult the town attorney, neither was done.

Recently, during a public hearing, First Se-
lectman Pelton was questioned on the creation
of employment positions without the approval
of the BOS, without public posting of the posi-
tion and without informing the municipal em-
ployees union. It was apparent he did not want
to discuss the issue in public and abruptly ended
the meeting. It was disappointing to watch the
Democrats on the BOS sit in silence. The lack
of experience and knowledge in leadership is
evident.

Presently, the first selectman is soliciting in-
dividuals from a River East posting to be ap-
pointed onto a charter commission. Concerns
are rising as candidates from the two political
parties in town are bypassed in recommend-
ing individuals to a bipartisan commission. The
BOS members authority appears diminished by
unauthorized transfers of their duties as elected
officials.

I'm awaiting a call for a Point of Order to
provide accountability and transparence of our
elected officials. As the date of this letter, the
Strategic Capital Improvement and Task Force
minutes have been removed from the town
website.

Rose Aletta - Portland

Students Deserve Safer Way
To the Editor:

When it comes to getting our children to
school, there should be no disagreement about
what comes first. The issue at hand is where
these young children are being asked to wait for
the bus, which is the intersection of Apple Tree
Lane and Route 17.

The Apple Tree Lane corridor of Route 17 is
known to be dangerous. In the past six years
there have been five motor vehicle accidents in
this area, two of which have been tragically fa-
tal. This area is known to have a high volume of
traffic with high traffic speeds, limited stopping
distances, absence of sidewalks, visibility chal-
lenges, and deep concerns regarding compliance
with Board of Education transportation policies.

That is why more than 40 residents, fami-
lies and community members from Apple Tree
Lane, Mountain Laurel Way and Rustic Terrace
have signed a petition asking the school district
and M&J Bus Company to reconsider the cur-
rent transportation plan for elementary school
students in the neighborhood.

What makes the situation particularly diffi-
cult to understand is that a school bus already
travels through Apple Tree Lane to pick up high
school students.

If a bus enters our neighborhood for more
experienced students, why can’t our youngest
students be picked up there as well? The answer
that has been given is that “this is the way it has
always been without issue”

While petitioning we heard from neighbors
with firsthand experience of accidents at the in-
tersection. We heard from people with profes-
sional experience in public safety and insurance
who expressed concern about the location. Per-
haps most tellingly, we heard from longtime res-
idents whose children have already graduated
— people with no personal stake in the current
plan who nevertheless believe that elementary
school children deserve better.

We recognize that school transportation
is complicated. Bus routes must account for
schedules, staffing, costs, traffic patterns and
the needs of students throughout the district.
We believe safety should be the starting point in
those decisions. When reasonable alternatives
exist, we must be willing to examine them.

A bus stop may seem like a small logistical
decision in the larger operation of a school dis-
trict. But to the parents watching their 4-, 5-,
6- and 7-year-old children stand beside a busy
road, it is anything but small. Our children are
worth the effort.

We are hopeful our district will hear this re-
quest in that spirit.

Erica Jarzabek and Katie Terlalis Bordonaro
Portland
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Remember the Seniors
To My Fellow Colchester Taxpayers:

Believe me, I know how hard it is to stretch a
dollar, especially when you have a family to sup-
port or are on a fixed income. Everything has
gone up: food, gasoline, utilities, etc. We are be-
ing overwhelmed, but please consider this:

Our senior citizens were there to help support
our community and our schools in the past and
continue to do so now.

We have finally gotten our beautiful new se-
nior center and its many needed services. The
staff there work hard to provide programs,
meals, transportation and other services to our
increasing number of seniors. Many are on their
own, perhaps have no family locally, relying on
the center for a friendly, safe place to gather, so-
cialize, keep engaged and attend programs that
are interesting and are affordable.

The medical transportation is also vital to
those without cars or transportation to appoint-
ments and much-needed medical care that in-
creases as we age (it happens to all of us!). It can
be challenging to get transportation to those
appointments as services in Colchester are
limited. This makes the senior center medical
transportation even more vital.

We need Patty Watts and all the friendly,
qualified staff at the center to maintain and
grow our services to our increasing number of
senior citizens.

Please, I ask you to reconsider and not allow
these essential services to be cut. Thank you.

Sue Haas
Colchester Resident and Senior Citizen

Don’t Rush Taxes
To the Editor:

I am an East Hampton resident with concerns
about a proposed Homestead Property Tax Ex-
emption only for homeowners occupying a pri-
mary residence currently under consideration
by the Town Council. Though no specific plan
exists, the concept raises numerous questions
and is likely to have significant unintended con-
sequences, including:

- Renters: Have landlords been consulted on
the likelihood that higher property taxes will be
passed on through higher rents?

- Small Businesses: How many will face high-
er costs, forcing them to raise prices, cut invest-
ment, relocate, or close?

- Economic Development: Has the Economic
Development Commission evaluated how shift-
ing taxes onto commercial and industrial prop-
erty could affect efforts to attract and retain
businesses?

- Undeveloped Land: The Plan of Conserva-

See Letters, page 8
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* Letters, cont. from page 7

tion and Development prioritizes open space.
Will higher taxes on undeveloped land encour-
age more sales to developers?

- Ability to Pay: Retirees and long-time resi-
dents often live on fixed incomes, yet their
homes may have appreciated beyond any pro-
posed assessment cap (such as the $390,000 sug-
gested by a Board of Finance member). These
“land rich and cash poor” residents would face a
higher tax burden. Is that equitable?

- Motor Vehicles: The Homestead Exemption
proposal doesn’t mention that the mill rate will
have to be adjusted upward to compensate for it.
The result will be higher motor vehicle taxes for
everyone. Has the Council considered this?

- Property Tax Cliff: Two neighboring homes
of nearly identical value, but on opposite sides of
any cap, could have tax bills differing by thou-
sands of dollars. Is that fair?

- Fairness: Needless resentment will arise
among residents, as everyone will recognize the
exemption favors certain taxpayers at others’ ex-
pense.

- Administrative Burden: In February, the
town manager told the council that even an un-
capped exemption would need significant time
to implement due to application and verifica-
tion demands, writing: “This would be an in-
volved process...The majority of East Hampton
residences are used as primary residences and
therefore the number of applications could be
significant as could the resultant shift in taxes”
Should limited town resources be spent on de-
termining who is or isn’t a resident?

Six months later, the Town Council’s com-
ments (see July 31 Rivereast, page 22) now indi-
cate the majority are in favor of a more onerous
capped exemption before ever considering the
unintended financial, legal and administrative
consequences. East Hampton: open up this can
of worms to public scrutiny before our Town
succumbs to stealing from some taxpayers to
benefit others.

David Kahn - East Hampton

Can You Hear Us Now?
To the Editor:

To quote Popeye, “That’s all we can stands
and we can't stands no more” Thank you, vot-
ers of East Hampton. Our town officials are still
hard of hearing when it comes to the BOE bud-
get. What would happen if they expended the
energy to actually make the hard decisions, do
what is being asked? Cut spending.

If the BOE had stepped up and figured out
how to achieve zero budget, three failed edu-
cation referendums would not have occurred.
The BOE is choosing not to listen, or make any
serious effort to get beyond cutting teachers or
programs. The blame for a third failed referen-
dum lies squarely on the BOE, who should be
telling the BOF how they will cut spending,
not the other way around. The revised pro-
posed 2027 school budget on the 8/5 referen-
dum is $39,550,937 versus town operations of
$19,358,960. There are about 203 employees of
the school system serving 1,661 students, and
about 243 town employees serving about 12,900
residents. Seems a little out of balance.

The BOE referendum failed because officials
again failed to listen to the majority of voters
in EH who are tired of the BOE showing little
regard for the entire EH community. When vot-
ers speak clearly at the ballot box, they expect
meaningful corrections, not small changes and
token cost reductions. Voters have recognized
the current BOE strategy to take no substantive
action, make dire threats of educational weak-
nesses, provide meaningless platitudes, and wait
for the voters to give up, is NOT going to work.
FYI, odds are that we won't hear about any seri-
ous or material sacrifices on the part of the BOE
to trim their expenses via administrative cost
reduction, or address the myriad of options to
support the budget as noted in past letters, but
definitely more threats of position and program
elimination.

Voters of EH, be prepared for the onslaught
of emotional extortion using the kids as cannon
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fodder, alleged voter ignorance, lame excuses,
finger pointing, name calling, weak solutions,
political double-talk, and self-serving justifica-
tions as to why a reduced BOE budget is not
possible. If the BOE can’t or won't figure it out,
a review by a third party to expose opportuni-
ties is the only real option to get to a workable
solution.

We can still vote ‘no’ until you listen, and do
what’s best for the entire town, not just the BOE.
Think about it.

Regards,
Bob Yenkner - East Hampton

East Hampton Finance Board
To the Editor:

As an elected member of the East Hampton
Board of Finance, I have reflected on the under-
lying history, reason, and purpose of the board.

In accordance with state statutes, East Hamp-
ton, by the charter, established the Board of
Finance, with the authority and responsibility,
among others, to develop and present the an-
nual budget. This budget is for the entire town,
our community. This includes local business
and non-resident property owners.

This process begins with the board, working
with the town administration and input from
the Board of Education, develops the budget.
By statute, the Board of Education apportions
the funds provided. The process ends with the
town-wide vote on the budget, as approved and
presented by the Town Council.

The board is responsible to the entire com-
munity. Not counting business and non-resi-
dent property owners, the town has a popula-
tion of about 13,000. The registered voters make
up a smaller number. As to the town vote on the
budget for the community, generally only those
registered actually vote. In the recent second
budget referendum, only about 2,650 voted.

I encourage those who have strong feelings
and opinions on the recent budget, run to be
elected by the community, to do the work, and
be held accountable.

The BOF is an elected body. Connecticut
General Statutes provide the fiscal guard rails
for municipal governments.

The East Hampton Board of Finance serves
and is accountable, to the community as a
whole.

Kurt John Comisky, Member
East Hampton Board of Finance

Planting Seeds of Success
To the Editor:

In my last letter, I wrote that trust must be
earned. Transparency is a major part of earning
that trust.

When taxpayers are told that the only way to
balance a budget is by cutting band, music, art,
athletics, or other student programs, they de-
serve to know one thing: Were all other options
honestly explored first?

Dreams, scholarships, and future careers
do not begin in high school. They begin in el-
ementary school, where the seeds of passion are
planted. Whether a child discovers a love for
music, art, athletics, theater, or another pursuit,
those early experiences become the foundation
for confidence, opportunity, and lifelong suc-
cess.

When those programs are placed on the
chopping block year after year, it sends the mes-

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

towns, as well as Bolton, Ellington, Tolland
and Vernon.

To many in those communities, CVC is
a vital institution. CVC broadcasts various
town government meetings — such as Board
of Selectmen and Board of Education meet-
ings - as well as various other town events.
Tuesday night, for example, the channel was
showing highlights from Hebron’s Make Mu-
sic Day, held in June.

Long before Zoom and YouTube put gov-
ernment meetings on the internet, CVC was
there. I remember covering meetings in An-
dover and Hebron nearly 25 years ago and
seeing a CVC volunteer there, operating a
video camera, making sure that the proceed-
ings could be seen by others. To those who
closely followed government, CVC was a life-
line.

And now, CVC needs your help.

As more and more people have “cut the
cord” and abandoned cable TV for stream-
ing, public access television in Connecticut

sage that they are expendable. They are not.
They are an investment in our children and in
the future of our community.

What many taxpayers continue to ask is why
the conversation almost always begins with
programs that directly affect students instead
of examining administrative spending. Have
we truly explored every opportunity to reduce
costs at the top? Have positions, organizational
structure, and administrative responsibilities
been thoroughly evaluated? If so, show us. If
not, why not?

These are fair questions. They are not attacks
on individuals. They are questions about pri-
orities.

Leadership requires making difficult deci-
sions, but it also requires creativity. Creativ-
ity means challenging long-held assumptions,
reevaluating how resources are allocated, and
being willing to consider alternatives before
asking students to sacrifice the very programs
that help shape their futures.

Taxpayers understand that difficult choices
must sometimes be made. What they are ask-
ing for is confidence that every possible option
has been explored before children’s opportuni-
ties are reduced.

That is how trust is rebuilt — not through fear,
but through transparency, accountability, and
thoughtful leadership.

Olivia Duksa, Chair
Colchester Republican Town Committee

What Say You, Colchester?
Colchester Residents:

I think it’s fair to assume that most of us want
a safe community, free areas to gather, open
green spaces to explore, the best education and
opportunities possible for our kids, services
available for those who need them ... and the
list goes on ...

At this week’s BOF meeting, it was so encour-
aging to hear that nearly all citizens and speak-
ers who participated in the public comment pe-
riod reflected this exact sentiment. And at last
week’s “National Night Out” celebration, no one
sported political gear or fought over which side
they were on. People gathered and danced and
ate and enjoyed what our beautiful town was
able to put on for us (with the help of some won-
derful public staff, volunteers, and sponsors).
We got to collectively break from life’s stresses
and enjoy our community. A community that
only continues offering services — from trash
disposal to fireworks celebrations - if we invest
in it. Together.

Fortunately for us, budgets aren’t partisan.
Our tax bills don’t care if we're Democrats or
Republicans - they’re coming in the mail either
way. The latest figures from BOF (which will
now likely head to referendum on 9/1) stand to
impact the average Colchester household by less
than $10 per month.

So what say you, Colchester? Who’s willing to
stand up for this beautiful place we call home
and make sure that — despite our political dis-
agreements — we can come together to keep this
place we love thriving? Let’s get these budgets
passed and work to responsibly make progress
in our community.

Stefanie Tracey-Calash - Colchester

Note: Tracey-Calash is chair of the Colchester
Board of Education, but said she is speaking as
an individual.

has suffered. These outlets rely on cable TV
subscriber fees for their operating costs, ac-
cording to CVC, and as a result, they’re now
facing a funding crisis. CVC said it is strug-
gling to keep its doors open and maintain its
equipment.

To help support this community service,
Rock This Town will host a benefit show Sun-
day, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., at Market
Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington.

Aptly titled “Rock This Town Presents A
CVC Benefit Show; this immersive music
event will bring together top artists, emerging
talents, engaging activities, food trucks, ven-
dors, and music enthusiasts, all to support the
Community Voice Channel.

Tickets to the concert are $10 for ages 16
and over, $5 for ages 5-15, and admission is
free for ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.

* % %

See you next week.
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Where in the World is the Rivereast?

WIEWOR,

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across N
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll %
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 239 TP
are listed below. Happy travels! ‘v eSS

&;.

Cruising Alaska... The Rivereast recently cruised Alaska’s Inside Passage aboard
the Holland America cruise ship, Westerdam. This photo was taken in front of Col-
lege Fjord in the Chugach National Forest and features East Hampton residents the
Zmeskal family and their friend, Wendy Rubin. From left are Cory Zmeskal, Connor
Zmeskal, Kerri Zmeskal, Kiernan Zmeskal, Wendy Rubin and Keegan Zmeskal.

MSC MARINE RESERVE - BAHAMAS

From Bacon to the Bahamas - with the Rivereast!... Anthony Ffanceschi—Newton,

Hayden Bradley, Joey Gignac, Joey Brown and Devon Kudrak brought the Rivereast
to the Bahamas on a recent Bacon Academy graduation cruise.

AT rip to Stoy Land... The Rivereast visited the Story Land theme par in New . o’ el W ‘ _ _
Hampshire! Henry and Eleanor Martel of East Hampton took the paper for a ride A Virginia Vacation... Ruthie Cooke from East Hampton on vacation with friends
up north! at Lake Anna in Mineral, Va.

Going on a trip? [ $25 GIFT =\ :
: Bring along the Bulletin! CARD :
Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win é
. a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
dz your photo is one the four entries selected! - c'p, & Lownge :
. i ine Italian & American .
: To enter, email your p!u‘)to and \[°1 Marlborough streTt (Rta66)c1gsmle J :
. address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com rmertiand _J - o
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By Toriana Williams

After making more than $850,000 worth of re-
ductions, the Board of Finance Monday sent the
latest versions of the proposed school and town
operations budgets to the Board of Selectmen,
who then set the date for the next referendum.

The selectmen Tuesday moved the budget
ahead to an Aug. 19 town meeting, with a ref-
erendum set for Sept. 1. The referendum will
mark the third attempt to pass town and school
budgets for the 2026-27 fiscal year.

The finance board Monday reduced the
Board of Education’s proposed budget by about
$577,000, bringing it to $48.79 million, or a
3.16% from the 2025-26 budget. The board
also reduced the town operations budget by
$293,533, bringing it to $19.06 million, 5.38%
higher than the 2025-26 town operations
spending proposal.

Combined, the budget proposals total $67.85
million, a 3.77% increase from the adopted
2025-26 budgets.

The proposed mill rate is 30.43, an increase
of about 1.7%. Board of Finance Chair Karen
Belding, a Democrat, stressed that this trans-
lates to “about a $8.70 increase on the average
Colchester property’s tax bill per month.”

BOE: How Much to Cut?

The meeting consisted of lengthy dialogue
about how much more could be reasonably cut,
particularly from the BOE budget. Board mem-
bers said they wanted to come up with a bud-
get that voters would approve of while avoiding
cuts that could seriously hurt schools or town
services.

Much of the discussion focused on whether
the board should reduce the proposed school
budget by around $577,000, or make a smaller
cut of roughly $500,000.

Board member Jillian Vinci, a Democrat, said

the larger reduction offered a better chance of
passage. If the $500,000 reduction failed, the
board could be forced to make much deeper
cuts in a fourth attempt.

“There’s no guarantee that [$577,000] has to
either,” Vinci said of the budget passing. “But
if we go [$500,000], and it doesn’t pass again,
were not going to come back to the table with
another $77,000, we're going to have to go much
deeper”

The discussion was clearly difficult for board
members because they knew additional cuts
could affect students. At the same time, they
said the town needs a budget that can pass.

The school administration has already made
a number of changes in an effort to reduce
spending. Board members said administrators
had reviewed spending trends, talked with staff
and looked for smaller savings throughout the
school systems.

One example involved taking about $5,000
from each school for supplies after reviewing
what had been budgeted and what had actually
been spent in the previous years. Officials also
looked at items such as calculators and paper
and searched for donations and other ways to
reduce costs.

Vinci said it was important for residents
to understand that the school administration
wasn't planning to spend the entire budget re-
gardless of what happens with the referendum.

Vinci said she’s “heard clearly” from acting
schools superintendent Judy O’Meara and Board
of Education Chair Stefanie Tracey-Calash is that
“this is also a work in progress as far as things
shake out,” said Vinci. The administration, she
added, was “already committed to continuing to
look for cost savings as they come up.”

School officials also said they were trying to

St. Andrew Church Cemetery Notice

Members of Guardian Angels Parish are
working to clear St. Andrew New Cemetery
and to help us preserve the beauty and dignity
of this sacred place, we are working to clear the
cemetery of items that interfere with mowing,
routine maintenance, and the overall appear-
ance of the grounds.

Families are asked to visit their loved one’s
gravesite and remove any glass lights, rocks, ce-
ramic pots, shepherd’s hooks, planted flowers,
shrubs, trees, or other decorative items that are
not permitted under the cemetery’s Rules and
Regulations.

Please note the following:

Decorations are limited to one display per lot
in a portable plastic or metal rectangular box

placed no more than 10 inches from the monu-
ment.

As stated in the cemetery Rules and Regula-
tions, trees, shrubs, flowers, bric-a-brac, light-
ing, and other plantings placed in the ground
are not permitted and may be removed without
notice.

Any non-permitted items remaining in the
cemetery may be removed as part of this clean-
up effort to ensure the cemetery can be main-
tained safely and respectfully.

If you have any questions, please refer to the
Rules and Regulations that accompany your
cemetery deed, or call the Guardian Angels Par-
ish Office at 860-537-2355.

Mobil
$5.00 OFF

Full Service
Oil Change

includes fluid top off,
vacuuming, tire pressure

WE DRIVE VEHICLE IN, YOU RELAX!
EXPIRES 8/31/26

Performance Tire

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews

Colchester, CT « 860-537-2515

& Auto Repair

FULL SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes,

K Kk
* No Appointment Necessary *

240 Old Hartford Road

RE7-31-26

HIC 0641273

PIEEI.A -

ENTERPRISE LLC
HOME IMPROVEMENT -~

(860) 995-8596

Showroom:
35 West High St
East Hampton, CT 06424
Email: andrew@pielallc.com
Website: www.pielallc.com

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

our Services:

REMODELING

Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space

Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections

Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -
Tailored to your needs

CIT 4-2-26

balance cost savings with the need to begin the
school year with important academic programs
in place. Because the third referendum is ex-
pected to take place after the school year begins,
officials said they need to be careful about mak-
ing cuts that would disrupt student schedules
or require teachers to leave after classes have
started.
‘I Regret Moving to Colchester’

Public comment reflected strong concerns
about the impact of further school cuts.

Resident Joseph Fougere told the board that
he had moved to Colchester because of its
school system and later encouraged his daugh-
ter and grandchildren to do the same. He said
he was concerned that continued cuts could
hurt property values as well, and ultimately the
towns future.

“I regret moving to Colchester and investing
in a house here,” said Fougere. “The politics of
this town are terrible.”

Fougere also objected to the idea that seniors
generally want lower budgets.

“As a senior citizen in this town, please stop
speaking for me,” he told the finance board. He
urged the board to “limit the cuts to the school
system as much as possible”

Other residents focused on sports, music and
extracurricular activities.

One parent said the budget cuts were creating
anxiety for children who were unsure whether
they would still have access to sports and other
activities when school began.

Jeremy Ames criticized proposed cuts to
teachers and paraprofessionals and urged the
town to look at administrative costs instead.

“You guys need to start looking at the top,”
said Ames. He suggested combining town and
school human resources and payroll func-
tions. He also objected to possible cuts to band
and middle school sports and added the town
should “leave the teachers, leave the programs
alone and start looking at how to combine dif-
ferent departments”

Nina Bryant said further cuts were being
driven by anger over the former superinten-
dent’s budgeting problems.

“I feel like we're at a breaking point,” said Bry-
ant. She added that “anger seems to be what’s
driving most of the calls for significant budget

Reduced Budgets Sent to Voters

cuts rather than an actual need to continue cut-
ting past the first round”

Liam Sweeney, a recent Bacon Academy
graduate, also spoke in favor of preserving
school programs. He said he had voted for the
budget twice and planned to support it again.

He pointed to Bacon Academy’s manufac-
turing program and athletics as examples of
programs that could majorly affect students’ fu-
tures. He said the manufacturing program pro-
vides pathways to skilled jobs and that athletics
had helped him pursue college opportunities.

“Investing in Colchester schools and our ro-
bust town services is an investment in our prop-
erty values and our town’s future,” he said.

The board then moved forward with the
proposed BOE budget reduction of $577,010,
bringing the proposed budget to $48,791,797.

Town Side Reductions

The board’s discussion eventually shifted to
the town side of the budget. Members debated
how much to reduce the road improvement
budget, with about $410,000 discussed as the
amount to keep for this fiscal year.

The road funding debate raised a larger con-
cern that First Selectman Bernie Dennler, a
Democrat, has been vocal about: cutting fund-
ing for roadwork now could create bigger ex-
penses later.

Dennler said that if the town reduces road
funding, officials should begin working on a
long-term plan rather than continuing to delay
the problem.

“If we cut roads today, let’s really start talking
about what our plan is here, because there is not
a plan,” he said. He also stressed that reductions
should be shared between the town and school
budgets rather than placing the entire burden
on one part of the community.

“I fundamentally believe that the burden can-
not be put on a single demographic in this com-
munity;” said Dennler. “It certainly can’t all fall
on students”

The board then moved forward with the pro-
posed town budget reduction of $293,533, bring-
ing the proposed town budget to $19,060,237.

The proposal will now move to the BOS for
the next steps in the referendum process. The
referendum is scheduled for Sept. 1, with a town
meeting tentatively planned for Aug. 19.

Land Trust Upcoming Events

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting
the following upcoming events. All are invited.
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third
Sunday of each month (weather permitting).
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This
event is led by board member and stewardship
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at:

kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m.
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.)
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Market: The CLT Booth
will be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the
Green on Sundays, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. All are
invited to stop by and learn more about the land
trust.

Zumba Classes

Colchester Parks and Recreation is offering a
pair of Zumba classes on Sundays in August at
the Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

Zumba + Lift is a music-driven fitness pro-
gram that alternates high-energy Zumba dance
cardio with dedicated strength training inter-
vals. It uses 5-15+ pound dumbbells or resis-
tance bands to build muscle and improve sta-
bility, but you never dance while holding the
heavier weights.

The class will meet Sundays from 11 a.m.-
noon, Aug. 9, 16, 23 and 30. Fee is $46/resident,
$51/non-resident, or a $12 drop-in fee per per-
son per week. Minimum number of participants
needed is five, and maximum is 20.

Zumba Gold is a low-impact, modified ver-
sion of the standard Zumba fitness program. It
is designed for active older adults, beginners,
and anyone needing a gentler, joint-friendly
workout. The program features easy-to-follow
Latin and international dance rhythms set to a
slower tempo.

The class will meet Sundays from 10-10:50
a.m., Aug. 9, 16, 23 and 30. Fee is $46/resident,
$51/non-resident, or a $12 drop-in fee per per-
son per week. Minimum number of participants
needed is five, and maximum is 20.

For more information, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department or call 860-537-
7297.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

Dean’s List
Colchester residents Jack Holmes and Taylor
McKnight made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at
Emmanuel College in Boston.

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

President’s List
Carissa Anderson of Colchester made the
spring 2026 President’s List at Goodwin Univer-
sity in East Hartford.
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By Toriana Williams

The Colchester Board of Selectmen spent
much of its time during the Aug. 6 meeting dis-
cussing complaints from residents of the Col-
chester Housing Authority and possible town
budget cuts.

The meeting also included a decision on signs
banning motorized vehicles on most town-
owned trails, a discussion of a disputed $2,700
plus water and sewer bill and an update on the
clean-up of the former Norton Paper Mill site.

Housing Authority Dispute

The most heated discussion centered on
the Housing Authority after two residents de-
scribed what they said were ongoing problems
with maintenance, tenant harassment and com-
munication at Ponemah Village.

The board questioned Housing Authority
commissioners about how the authority oper-
ates and who is responsible for responding to
tenant complaints.

Elizabeth Palmer, a resident of Ponemah Vil-
lage, told the board she had complained for at
least two years about what she said were viola-
tions of fair housing laws and tenant-on-tenant
harassment.

“We have told them over and over again
what’s going on, and nobody is doing anything,”
said Palmer.

Palmer shared she had letters from medical
providers describing concerns about her liv-
ing environment. She also described threats
she said had been made against her and other
residents, including a threat to kill her and other
people in the complex.

Palmer said she had provided the Housing
Authority with documentation, including a
petition signed by residents seeking to have an-
other tenant removed.

She also raised concerns about maintenance
at the housing authority properties. She ques-
tioned what had happened to equipment that
had previously been used to maintain the prop-
erties and said the grounds were not being cared
for properly.

“This is blatant neglect,” said Palmer.

Lynda Ruszala, another Ponemah resident,
also spoke during public comment. She brought
photographs that she said showed repair prob-
lems dating back to 2023 and 2024.

Ruszala described problems including lights
that were out and damage around heating units.
She said one resident recently had to be taken
away by ambulance after falling.

“We have threatening and harassment,” said
Ruszala. “T've gone to the board. I've given them
letters”

The board then questioned Housing Author-
ity Commissioner Jeff Mastrianni about the
complaints and the authority’s responsibilities.

Mastrianni explained that the Housing Au-
thority is independent from the town. It owns
its properties, employs its own workers and
does not receive funding from the town.

The Housing Authority currently only has an
interim executive director, Kim Haddad. Mas-
trianni said he would prefer to have a perma-
nent full-time director, along with additional
staff such as a property manager and mainte-
nance worker, but money is a problem.

“Those are a bit of a pipe dream given our
budget,” said Mastrianni.

He added that the Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners is primarily responsible for
policy and spending decisions, while Haddad
handles the day-to-day operations. Mastrianni
said the board itself does not handle individual
maintenance requests or tenant disputes.

That explanation led to a sharp exchange be-
tween Mastrianni and Selectman Tim Vaillan-
court, a Republican.

Vaillancourt said the residents had contacted
him directly, and that he was troubled by their
allegations.

“They just have a long list of complaints,” he
said. “I haven’t been there so I haven't seen it,
but if half of what they say are true, I'm kind of
shocked?”

He then asked Mastrianni about an allegation
that a resident who had threatened other ten-
ants was under a restraining order.

Mastrianni responded that he did not know
whether that was the case and said restrain-
ing orders are generally not made public. Vail-
lancourt then asked whether such a situation
would concern Mastrianni.

Mastrianni answered, “Yes, it would concern
me, and it’s also none of my business”

The response visibly caught the attention of
the board. Then Vaillancourt pushed back.

“You're in charge, and it’s none of your busi-
ness that there is somebody there who has a
restraining order against them who's threaten-
ing?” he asked. “I might think you want to re-
think what you just said”

Mastrianni, in response, said that the Hous-
ing Authority was not a party to the restraining
order and did not have the power to enforce it.
Vaillancourt remained critical, arguing that the
Housing Authority still had a responsibility to
make sure its tenants were safe.

“That’s not what you said,” Vaillancourt said.
“You said it's none of your business. You're in

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Aug. 17: 9 a.m., Making Memories,
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize; no Hair-
cuts today; 10:30 a.m., Beekeeper Presentation;
11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness
Orientation; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge,
Setback.

Tuesday, Aug. 18: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., Movie Time; 10:30
a.m., Book Club; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m.,
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Wednesday, Aug. 19: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., Beach Party
Luncheon; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. and
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2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, Aug. 20: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Cards with
Barbara; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, Sr. Benefits Coun-
seling; 12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m.,
Dominoes, Needlework Club; 1:15 p.m., Bingo;
6 p.m., Ping-Pong.

Friday, Aug. 21: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours,
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 p.m.,
Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Healthy Food Series - Global Flavors: Tues-
day, Aug. 25, 10:30 a.m. Discover how exciting
healthy eating can be with flavorful recipes in-
spired by global cuisines. This program is free
but space is limited.

Flamingo Felting Class: Monday, Aug. 31, 10
a.m. Needle felting is the art of sculpting wool.
All are invited to come learn the process of cre-
ating a felt pink flamingo ornament. The cost of
this program is $10 per person and includes all
the materials needed to complete one flamingo.
Space is limited.

Service Hours:
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charge of that facility. How is it not your busi-
ness that the people who pay you rent to live
there aren’t safe?”

He added, “That’s a really callous thing to
say. ... I'm more convinced than ever to believe
these ladies”

Vaillancourt - who said he has already con-
tacted state Rep. Mark DiCaprio (R-48) about
this situation - ended with a promise to visit the
property.

“[First Selectman Bernie Dennler] and I are
planning to go walk the facility, Vaillancourt
said. “And if I find half of what they said there,
there’s going to be a huge problem.”

Budget Cuts Could Affect Town Services

The meeting also included an update on the
town’s budget problems following the second
failed budget referendum.

Dennler, a Democrat, said the town has al-
ready put a temporary budget freeze in place
while budget discussions continue, and the
freeze includes a pause on hiring and reduced
hours at some town facilities.

Dennler shared that the town has begun
meeting with unions to discuss ways to avoid
layoffs.

“The townss first responsibility under the con-
tract is discuss means to avoid a layoff;” he said.

However, he warned that layoffs could be
necessary if the town is directed to cut about
$150,000 from certain departments. Dennler
said the town’s goal is to minimize disruption
and that no final plan had been developed at the
time of the meeting.

For information on the Board of Finance’s re-
cent budget discussion, see the story on page 1.
Board Approves Signs, Agreement

The board approved a motion to allow the
town to purchase signs prohibiting motorized
vehicles on town-owned trails, except for the
Air Line trail.

The issue came up because of concerns about
ATVs and other motorized vehicles at Sablitz
Preserve and the Ruby and Elizabeth Cohen
Woodlands. Dennler said there were old ATV
trails leading into Sablitz Preserve, and that he
was worried about an accident.

“I'm worried that we are going to have an ac-
cident on what is now town property, he said.

The board also approved a new athletic field
use agreement for sports leagues. The agree-

Housing Authority Complaints Rattle Selectmen

ment will set rules for groups using town fields,
including a prohibition on driving vehicles onto
athletic fields.

Town grounds supervisor Tucker Rozevink
said vehicles have already damaged the irriga-
tion system.

The board changed the wording of the policy
so use of town athletic fields is “permitted subject
to approval,” rather than calling it a “privilege”

Norton Paper Mill Cleanup
Receives Funding

In a more positive development, Dennler
announced that the town had received a com-
mitment for more than $200,000 to help finish
cleanup at the former Norton Paper Mill.

During excavation at the property, additional
oil contamination was found that led to in-
creased costs for the project. Unfortunately, that
used up grant money that had been expected to
help with park development.

Dennler said the new funding should allow
the town to finish the environmental cleanup
based on their current estimates.

“Were almost at the finish line, but we're go-
ing to need to go a little further,” he said.

The town will continue to look for state fund-
ing for the next phase of Norton Park.

Disputed Water Bills Remains Unresolved

The board received a legal opinion that they
are unable to take action on a disputed water
and sewer bill.

Property owner Bruce Goldstein argued
that the bill resulted from an error involving a
12-year-old invoice. He said the Sewer and Wa-
ter Commission had voted two years earlier to
suspend the bill, but that action was never com-
pleted.

The bill, which had originally included about
$900 in usage and roughly $300 in interest, had
grown to more than $2,700 after additional
interest had been added. Goldstein said he be-
lieved the town needed a way to correct its own
mistakes.

“The fact that there is no process or mecha-
nism to correct a town commission error is kind
of unheard of really;” he said.

Town officials said a legal opinion had con-
cluded that the board did not have authority to
waive the charges. “I don't believe this board
has the authority to make the adjustment;” said
Dennler.

Veterans Honor Guard Seeks New Members

The Colchester Veterans Honor Guard is ac-
tively looking for veterans to become members.

When a veteran dies, the family can request
military honors by providing evidence of mili-
tary service to the funeral home. Military fu-
neral honors have been a tradition in the United
States military since its earliest days. In Con-
necticut, the honors are provided by the Con-
necticut National Guard and local volunteer
veteran organizations - including the Colches-
ter Veterans Honor Guard (CVHG).

The 20-member unit is welcoming new veter-
ans to become members. Some members are ag-
ing and are no longer able to actively participate

UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.
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in ceremonies, and CHVG is looking for new
veterans to replace them so it can continue to
provide funeral honors to all deceased veterans.
Each member usually participates in several fu-
nerals each month.

The CVHG meets the first and third Tuesday
of every month at 7 p.m. in the Veterans Room
of the old Senior Center at 95 Norwich Avenue.
If you are a veteran that can give a few hours
a week, you are invited to stop by a meeting to
learn what is involved. Compensation is pro-
vided for expenses.

Contact Al Letendre at 860-537-6516 or le-
tendrej@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR
HOME PROJECT NEEDS

Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12”
Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers,
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Dirills, Hardwood Floor
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,

Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock

VISIT
SAFERCAR.GOV/
KIDSBUCKLEUP
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Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrenime.com

Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. * Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
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Man Found Dead
in Colchester

By Toriana Williams

A man was found dead in the woods near
the Air Line Trail in Colchester, according to
Connecticut Police.

A search was initiated after a vehicle, be-
longing to a 64-year-old man, was found un-
attended in the parking lot on Westchester
Road.

The search involved several agencies, in-
cluding the Connecticut Police, CT Depart-

ment of Energy and Environmental Protec-
tion, State Police Search and Rescue, drone
units and k-9 units.

The man was later found in the woods off
Paper Mill Road. His body was taken to the
Office of Chief Medical Examiner for an au-
topsy.

The investigation is ongoing, with help
from the Eastern District Major Crime Squad.

Christian Life Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev.
Don Rivers is pastor.

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 am. A
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m.

Kids learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p.m. All are invited.

Free Community Clothing Swap: Saturday,
Aug. 22, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring your gently used
clothes and accessories and swap them for other
fun fashions.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at
60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on

the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p-m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes

Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower
church that believes in salvation through Jesus
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester.

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Womens Breakfast: Meets
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet
the first Saturday of the month, and the women
meet the third Saturday of the month.

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.
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* Guidone Wins, cont. from page 1

Guidone also pointed to his involvement in
community events as an important part of his
campaign. He said he made an effort to attend
events and meetings that mattered to him and
to residents.

“I made it to every possible event that I could,
rallies and city council meetings, and public
safety meetings and such,” he said.

Guidone shared that being present allowed
him to better understand the issues facing resi-
dents instead of just talking about them from a
distance.

“You have to live it out a little bit in order to
get a real feel for a situation and be able to talk
about it,” he said.

He also said showing up can be a sacrifice be-
cause it takes time away from family.

“I could be spending time with my grandchil-
dren, my wife, my family;” said Guidone. Still,
he said that sacrifice was worth it because it al-
lowed him to connect with voters and be able to
better understand the district he hopes to serve.

The primary victory now changes the whole
nature of Guidone’s campaign. Instead of com-
peting against another Republican, he will turn
his attention to the general election and a Dem-
ocratic opponent.

Guidone said he plans to continue meet-
ing voters in person and attending community
events.

“Everything gets amplified,” he said. “Mean-
ing more and more of the direct contact with
individuals”

Looking forward to the election, Guidone
said he wants voters to see him as someone who
will listen and bring their concerns to Hartford.

“I look forward to being their senator,” he
said. “And I know in order to do that, I need to
... win their trust and show them that I genu-
inely care and I'm capable”

Guidone said his goal would be to serve as
“the voice of the people” and bring residents’
concerns to the Capitol.

His top focus, he said, would be making Con-
necticut more affordable. “My primary focus is
making it easier to afford to live in Connecti-
cut,” said Guidone.

He said affordability affected many parts
of residents’ lives, including public safety and
quality of life.

Guidone also listed public safety and in-

creased municipal control as priorities. He
specifically mentioned schools and zoning, and
added that he wants to see more decision-mak-
ing power remain in the hands of local commu-
nities rather than being centralized in Hartford.

Guidone also spoke positively about his Re-
publican opponent. He praised the campaign
France ran.

“He ran a solid race. That was really impres-
sive,” said Guidone.

He admitted that he had been anxious about
the possibility of disappointing people who
had supported and believed in him during his
campaign. That concern motivated him to work
harder.

“I was actually pretty anxious about the whole
possibility that I could let down the people who
were behind me,” he said. “So it was motivat-
ing’

He also said he believed France had hon-
ored the people who supported his campaign.
“I think he honored the folks who were behind
him and his effort as well.”

France - who represented District 42 (which
covers New Canaan, Ridgefield and Wilton) in
the state House of Representatives from 2015-
23 - issued a brief statement after the results,
where he congratulated Guidone and the other
Republican primary winners.

“Though it was not the outcome we were
hoping for,” France said, “I am looking forward
to working to elect Republican candidates in
November and begin to return common sense
to government in Connecticut”

Looking ahead, Guidone said he wants Re-
publicans in the district to unite following the
primary and focus on the November election.

“The voters spoke,” he said. “The path ahead
of us is the general election”

Guidone said he hopes to hold an apprecia-
tion party on Saturday. He said the event would
not only thank volunteers but also help organize
the campaign’s next stage.

Guidone then ended his post-primary com-
ments by thanking both his supporters and the
voters who participated.

“A big thank you again ... to everyone who
helped with the campaign and everyone who
came out to vote,” he said. “Civic participation
is what makes this system work”

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has the following
upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior
center members and their adult guests over the
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester.
For more information or full trip descriptions,
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed - Annie and Lunch at Gelston
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House.
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow.
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-

Setback League

Starting Up

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club setback league
starts Thursday, Sept. 3, at 6:45 p.m. Teams of
two play seven games Thursday evenings for 28
weeks, followed by playoffs and a league ban-
quet.

For more information or to sign up call Deb
Crider at 860-204-1555 or Cindy Hardy at 860-
823-9278.

Bible Baptist Church News

Colchester Bible Baptist Church holds Sun-
day School at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Sunday
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m. There
is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. There
is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd.,
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. Pastor
Scott Rosen can be emailed at pastor@colches-
terbible.org, and the church website is www.col-
chesterbible.org.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Ahavath Achim Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon
Ave., has announced the following schedule:

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on
Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom.

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud
at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.

Chicken Barbecue
at Polish Club

The St. Josephs Polish Society at 395
South Main St. will be having a chicken bar-
becue Friday, Aug. 21, from 5-8 p.m.

Tickets are $17 and include half a bar-
becued chicken, baked potato, corn on the
cob, and salad. Dine-in and takeout are
available. Mark Reichard will play from 6-9
p-m. Tickets must be purchased by Aug. 16.

Stop by the club during regular business
hours to purchase your tickets.

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club
at 395 South Main St.

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer
camp and experience trips and other camping
activities they might otherwise have to miss due
to a family’s ability to afford the event.

ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple
occupancy).

Germanfest - Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy,
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost
is $158/person and includes transportation and
lunch.

Studio Two - The Beatles Tribute Band:
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club.
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20,
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is
$9,999 per person (double occupancy).

Colchester Coffee House
Gathering

The next Colchester Coffee House gather-
ing will be held at Cragin Memorial Library, 8
Linwood Ave., on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 10 a.m.-
noon.

All former and current military members are
welcome to join. Call Mary Gura at 860- 537-
2921 with questions or suggestions for presenters.

EASTCONN
Adult Graduation

EASTCONN, one of Connecticut’s six re-
gional educational service centers, honored its
Adult Education Class of 2026 at a graduation
ceremony June 10 at Parish Hill High School in
Chaplin.

Among the graduates was Emily Harmon of
Colchester, who received a high school diploma.

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of
December.

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s
Role in the Revolutionary War” You can also
experience histories of people and places in the
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org
or 860-537-3240.

MY SHELTER PETS ARE
MY BIGGEST FANS

LOGAN RYAN WITH LEQO AND JULIUS: ADOPTED 2014 AND 2018.

They're a little bit of a lot of things, but they’re all pure love.
i

5

THESHELTERPETPROJECT.ORG
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By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen held a regu-
larly scheduled meeting on Aug. 5, where they
heard about a new library program that could
provide some residents with free laptops, voted
to approve two public works-related items, and
heard an update on the board’s new Efficiency
and Shared Services Initiative.

Free Laptops Available to Those Who
Qualify

Portland Library Director Jenn Billingsley
appeared at the meeting to present details of the
town’s participation in the state’s Laptop Con-
neCT Program. The program, according to its
website, is a “statewide initiative administered
by the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP) in partner-
ship with the Connecticut State Library that
complements Connecticut’s broadband invest-
ments by making laptops available for loan and
on-site use through participating public librar-
ies for eligible Connecticut residents.”

The program is funded through the 2021
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Capital Proj-
ects Fund and began this month. It distributes
Dell Pro 16 computers loaded with a Windows
operating system, according to a DEEP press re-
lease. It provides laptops to libraries for them to
distribute to eligible community members who
participate in state assistance programs.

In order to be eligible, Billingsley explained,
residents must have a current, active Portland
library card and be at least 18 years old. They
also must participate in one of several state as-
sistance programs, including the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Con-
necticut Energy Assistance Program (CEAP),
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP), Medicare, and HUSKY
Health, which includes Medicaid and the Chil-

dren’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). To be
eligible, residents will also need to not already
have a comparable device at home already.

“Laptop ConneCT is an exciting opportunity
to further close the digital divide in our state,”
said Andy Frank, Deputy Commissioner of
Energy and Technology at DEEP via a press re-
lease. “Many individuals and families will ben-
efit from receiving a laptop that will serve as a
tool for homework help, accessing healthcare,
and so much more”

Residents who are interested, said Billingsley,
will need to fill out an online Google Docs form,
which can be done on a cell phone, at a library
computer, or in person with the assistance of a
librarian. They will then have to show proof of
eligibility in person. Those who qualify will be
invited to attend a skills training session. Af-
ter that, they will be provided the laptops for a
lengthy five-year checkout period. That long-
term option, Billingsley said, would be “the best
option for Portland because we would not have
to wipe them between users.”

The town was expecting to receive 13 laptops
to distribute, said Billingsley, before noting that
if the library saw a large amount of interest from
eligible individuals, they might be able to apply
for more grants to support additional machines
in the future.

Public Works Projects Move Ahead

The Board of Selectmen also heard updates
about public works projects, including the High
Street Water Main Replacement and the town’s
purchase of a new vacuum truck for use in
maintaining the town’s storm drain and sewer
systems, particularly when it comes to cleaning
catch basins.

Director of Public Works Jason Morrocco
appeared before the board to explain why they

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will
be closed Saturday, Sept. 5, and Monday, Sept.
7, for Labor Day.

Children’s Programs: Cook Up an Adven-
ture Summer Reading Program: Pick up your
reading log, or visit the Summer Reading por-
tal on the library website to track your reading
electronically. Each day you read 20 minutes
or more counts towards your summer reading
goal. Earn prizes each time you reach five days.
The summer reading program runs through
Aug. 26.

Chalk the Walks: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10:30
a.m. Come decorate the library sidewalks with
images and messages of kindness. Chalk and
popsicles will be supplied. Registration not re-
quired.

School Supply Bingo: Tuesday, Aug. 18,
10:30 a.m. Play some bingo and win some
school supplies.

Fall Storytimes: Start the week of Sept. 7.
Registration opens Monday, Aug. 31, and space
is limited. Preschool Storytimes (ages 3-5):
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 8-Oct. 27. Tod-
dlers and Tots Storytime - Mother Goose on
the Loose (ages 0-2): Wednesdays at 10:15 and
11:15 a.m. Sept. 9-Oct. 28.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception
- “Portland x Portland”: Saturday, Sept, 12, 1
p.m. In this special exhibit, 12 Portland photog-
raphers — Gabriela Andrew, Michael Beck, Nan-
cy Carol Brault, Dan Castelli, Beau Doherty,
Chris Edie, Terry Grady, Chris Graham, Janet

Lopes, Cara Mac, Lucinda Patrick and Sarah
Weeden - will offer their perspectives of their
hometown. This reception is sponsored by the
Friends of the Portland Library. This exhibit will
run from Sept. 8 through Oct. 8.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up
an Adventure: When you sign up, you receive a
coupon for a free book or books, up to $2 in val-
ue, from the Friends’ Ongoing Book Sale, and
another coupon when you log 2,000 pages. For
every adult who joins the reading program and
reads at least one book this summer (including
audiobooks and graphic novels) the Friends of
Portland Library will donate $3 towards two
musical instrument rental scholarships for the
2026-27 school year for two deserving students
at Brownstone Intermediate School. The sum-
mer reading program runs through Aug. 26.

250th Anniversary of American Beer: Mon-
day, Aug. 17, 6 p.m. To mark America’s 250th
Anniversary, illustrator, author and Advanced
Cicerone Em Sauter will give an illustrated pre-
sentation discussing the role of beer and brew-
ing in American history.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who
enjoy knitting and crocheting. Note: There is no
meeting on Sept. 5, because the library will be
closed.

Movie: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. Devil
Wears Prada 2 (2026; rated PG-13) will be
shown. Run time is 120 minutes.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday,
Sept. 1, 1 p.m. Anxious People by Fredrik Back-
man will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night
Book Club: Thursday, Sept. 3, 6:30 p.m. What’s
Mine and Yours by Naima Coster will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday,
Sept. 15, 1 p.m. The Maid by Nita Prose will be
discussed.

were being asked to award the contract for
Phase II of the High Street Water Main Replace-
ment to DeRita & Sons Construction for a total
of $871,207.

Morocco explained that they would be replac-
ing the water main and also changing the way it
entered an intersection. He said they would also
be working to make some of the sidewalks more
accessible.

“We’re going to change the grades on some
of the sidewalks, to the east on High Street,” he
said, “and then put in ADA-compliant ramps.
As you can see, going up High Street, some of
those ramps coming from the road to the side-
walk, it’s pretty steep, so were going to lower
that and then redo the storm drainage that’s out
there”

DeRita, said Morocco, was the lowest bid
of the four that the town had received for the
project. He added that the town engineer had
reviewed the bid and paperwork and that “we
all feel they can do the job”

The board voted unanimously to approve the
contract. They also voted unanimously to ap-
prove a bid waiver in order to allow the town
to purchase a used 2010 vacuum truck from
Bahr Sales in Wallingford for $25,000, and also
to approve spending $7,000 to make necessary
repairs to that truck.

While that truck would initially cost the town
$32,000 this year, it would likely result in sig-
nificant savings going forward, with Morrocco
estimating that it might save the town in the
range of $32,000 a year in future years. He also
pointed out that the town would also later be

Free Laptops and a Public Works Update

able to sell their old truck, resulting in addi-
tional revenue.

Selectman Vinnie Pitruzzello, a Republican,
called the plan a “no brainer”

Efficiency Initiative Gets Underway

Pitruzzello, along with Democratic Select-
man Andrea Alfano, have been working on a
bipartisan Efficiency and Shared Services initia-
tive that would seek out cost savings throughout
the town government.

“Its an initiative that were kicking off and
were going to work collaboratively to provide
input and guidance to the various departments,”
said Pitruzzello, who added that they were look-
ing for “full engagement from the town level
and Board of Education leadership” and a “com-
mitment to transparency.’

He said they would work to make improve-
ments were they saw fit, and cautioned against
what he thought was overthinking.

“Sometimes in municipalities and states,
there’s a tendency to just overanalyze and get
paralysis analysis,” he said, “or paralysis by
analysis, and the bottom line is, let’s not let that
get in the way. If we got something that’s a good
idea, let’s just go ahead and just go do it”

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican,
said he was on board with Alfano and Pitruz-
zello’s work.

“Every once in a while you want to shake the
tree and see what we can find,” he said. “What’s
happening now is different than what was hap-
pening five years ago.”

The next meeting of Portland’s Board of Se-
lectmen is scheduled for Aug. 19.

Planning is underway for this years Port-
land Fair, which will return to Chris Cote’s
Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4.

Crafts and Community Tent: This year,
the Crafts and Community Tent continues
its theme of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while
leaning into celebrating Americas 250th
birthday. The popular Trashion Show will re-
turn on Friday night. Another retuning event
is the Triple Crown of Baking held in partner-

Portland Fair Planning Underway

ship with the Guilford and Durham fairs. Me-
lissa Kelley, chairperson for the tent, is seeking
donations of leftover scrap fabrics for a com-
munity weaving project which will culminate
in a banner for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always
welcome. There are open positions for a vol-
unteer coordinator and ribbons/trophies co-
ordinator. If interested in volunteering, email
info@portlandfair.com.

Vocal Chords Seek New Members

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
(MHVC) are searching for men and women to
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions.

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals start Tuesday, Aug. 25, from
6:45-9 p.m., at St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox
Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC
prepares for its holiday concert on Sunday,
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School. New
members may join until Sept. 8.

This community-focused groups repertoire
includes hits from past and present, along with
classical and patriotic selections. The group’s 90

Crafters, Vendors Wanted

Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-
ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20
for each event.

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next
to the church. The second event is a Holiday
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will
be held inside the church.

Space is limited for both events. For ad-
ditional information and a registration form,
email carolhill@comcast.net.

current members come from central and south-
ern Connecticut and represent diverse back-
grounds. You do not need any affiliation with
Middlesex Health to become a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s
annual Patron Drive go back to the commu-
nity through scholarships awarded to Middle-
sex County seniors who plan to study nursing
or music. So far, the Vocal Chords have con-
tributed $94,000 to local students, thanks to
our dedicated supporters and members. For
more information, visit vocalchords20.org or
call 860-342-3120. You can also find the Vocal
Chords on YouTube and Facebook.

BROTHERS OIL COMPANY

Since 1978

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available
“IOS)A www.BrothersOil.com =8

HOD |14 » S7-308374
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BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL
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YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

EVANS
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29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640

evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON

Celebrah’ng 33 Years
Facebook & Instagram

in Colchester

Foreign & Domestic * Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks * Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) ¢ Transmissions
Brakes ¢ Electrical ¢ Suspension & Steering * Heating & Air Conditioning * Towing
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860-633-1552
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Like us on
Facebook

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)
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Portland, CT 06480
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860-342-1520
www.portlandcollisionllc.com

RE11-6-20




Page 14

NEWS BULLETIN + August 14, 2026

tland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland « Portland

Portland ¢ Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Por

S

Cérpino Stops By... State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) recently paid a visit to Aqua

]

Scapes in Portland. She’s shown here with Rob Townsend, the owner of Aqua Scapes,
and his dog Xena in Portland. Aqua Scapes is a local, veteran-owned institution pro-
viding design, construction, and service for water fountains, features, and koi ponds.
It is also an authorized distributor of fish and aquatic products.

The Exchange Club of Portland will hold
its annual Touch A Truck event on Sunday,
Aug. 30, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Portland
Exchange Grounds. The Exchange will have
trucks and vehicles of all types for children to
come and sit in. The event will be horn-free
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Proceeds from this year’s event will support
the creation of a “Championship” sign honor-
ing Portland High School’s state champion-

Exchange Club Touch-a-Truck

ship teams. Over the past decade - and in ear-
lier years — PHS has earned many state titles.
This sign will celebrate those achievements.

Admission $5 per person and can be pur-
chased at the gate. Hot dogs, ice cream and
refreshments will be available for purchase.
Parking is free.

If you have a vehicle of any type for the
Touch A Truck event, contact Jamie Leonard
at 860-301-6998.

Dates Changed for Lancaster Trip

Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-
day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 2-6;
please note the trip dates have changed.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and
a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging in
a single hotel.

Cost of this trip is $765 per person double oc-
cupancy ($934 pp single or $745 pp triple oc-
cupancy). A $75 deposit is due by Aug. 31; with
the balance due by Sept. 21.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted;
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services
for more information, including a calendar of
events.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is Aug. 24.

Weekly Programs: Monday, 8/17: Light Aer-
obics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 8/18: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. - help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one yard
or more) are sought for making teddy bears for
cancer patients throughout Connecticut. To do-
nate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate Meal, noon
- $3 suggested donation (must fill out form).
Menu: fish filet sandwich with tartar sauce, let-
tuce and tomato, tomato basil bisque, chocolate
chip cookie, applesauce, milk; Coupons for
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize II,
5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor.

Wednesday, 8/19: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 p.m.,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Fiber Arts
Group, noon; Rug Hooking, noon; Bridge,
12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 8/20: No Stretch & Tone in Au-
gust; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon - $3 suggested donation (must fill out
form). Menu: beef bolognaise sauce with pasta
noodles, roasted cauliflower medley, dinner roll
and butter, applesauce, milk; Mah Jongg, 12:30
p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 8/21: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30

a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted,
all programs are free.

Monday, Aug. 17: Veterans’ Benefits Work-
shop, 10 a.m.-noon. Learn more about benefits
and programs for veterans and surviving spous-
es.
Tuesday, Aug. 18: Shopping Trip to Crom-
well ShopRite, Walmart and Marshalls, and
lunch at Dairy Queen, 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 19: Walking Club, 9 a.m.
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and
the Air Line Trail.

Friday, Aug. 21: Lunch at Sadler’s Ordinary
Restaurant, 11:30 a.m.

Monday, Aug. 24: Digital Legacy Training
Tips Workshop with Dave Audette, 11 a.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Senior Resources Lunch
& Learn — GLP-1 Basics, Noon; Live Well, Age
Well Diabetes Support Group, 1 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 26: Portland Senior Center
End-of-Summer Cookout, noon-2 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 27: Drumming Circle, 2-3
p.m. No experience needed and instruments
will be provided. Donation is $5, which goes to
the food bank.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides,
on a first-come, first-served basis. The fee is $5/
person, round trip. Please give at least a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m. Zion holds worship service
outside once each month, weather permitting.
The next outdoor services are scheduled for
Aug. 30 and Sept. 27. Bring a comfortable chair.
All are welcome.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.

Men’s Ministry: Zion is initiating a Men’s
Group that will discuss and work on church
projects and service projects around town. Call

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Residents Sought for Charter Commission

The Portland Board of Selectmen is seeking
residents to serve on a Charter Revision Com-
mission.

The municipal charter serves as the local con-
stitution, defining the structure, powers, and
duties of the local government. The commission
will review the current charter, identify areas
for operational improvement, and recommend
amendments to better serve the community.

Commission members will review public
feedback, research governance models, and
draft recommendations for the Board of Select-
men. Final approved changes will eventually be
placed on a public ballot for voter approval.

Requirements for service:

Parks and Rec.

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or
to register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call
860-342-6757. Advanced registration is re-
quired for all programs.

Come on Over 5K: Saturday, Sept. 26, 10
a.m., at Riverfront Park.

2026 Summer Concert Series (Make-Up
Shows): Tuesdays, 6 p.m., at Riverfront Park.
Aug. 18: Kings of Karma; Aug. 25: Great Hill
Mountain Band.

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Fall (Grades
1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 8-Oct.
20, at the Portland High School tennis courts.
Grades 1-2 meet from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 6:30-
7:30 p.m. All players in their first session receive
and keep a new age-appropriate racquet and
ball.

Junior Golf (Grades K-8): Grades K-2 and
3-5 clinics are held Mondays, Sept. 7-28, from
4-5 p.m. and 5:15-6:15 p.m. Grades 6-8 clin-
ics are held Tuesdays, Sept 8-29, from 4-5 p.m.
Clinics held at Portland West Golf Course.

Ladies Golf: Tuesdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 6, 5:15-
6:15 p.m., at Portland West Golf Course.

Nominations for Spirit
of Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in the Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1971 will
hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26,
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag
(Smithwick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT
06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com.

Trinity Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-
vites the community to worship each week.
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org.

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation and
the church office is open from 2-4 p.m. each Fri-
day. All are invited to join the Anglican Prayer
beading sessions at this time as well.

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

- Applicants must be registered voters and
full-time residents of Portland;

- Members must attend regularly scheduled
meetings, and public hearings over the course
of 16-months (from date of appointment);

- The commission must consist of five to fif-
teen electors (registered voters), not more than
1/3 of whom may hold another public office in
the municipality, and with no more than a bare
majority from the same political party.

If interested in joining the commission, sub-
mit a letter of interest and a brief resume or bio
to the first selectman’s office at mceppaglia@
portlandct.org. Deadline for submissions is
Aug. 31.

News & Notes

First Aid, CPR & AED Certification Course:
Monday, Sept. 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m., at Buck-Fore-
man Community Center.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
childcare program available to students enrolled
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the
2026-27 school year.

Kids’ Blast Jr.: Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays at 9 a.m. at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. Kids’ Blast Jr. is a school readiness
program open to children ages 3 to 5 1/2 (or
entering kindergarten). Led by Summer Quest
Kiddie Camp Director Darcy Parmelee, kids
will enjoy mornings of themed games, crafts,
and age-appropriate activities.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks
and Recreation is accepting donations for
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational
Complex. If youre interested in dedicating a
bench or tree, call Andy for more information
at 860-342-6757.

Portland Remembers
Sept. 11

This September marks the 25th anni-
versary of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001. To mark this significant anniversary,
members of the community are invited to
attend A Service of Prayer, Remembrance,
and Hope at First Congregational Church
of Portland, located at 554 Main St., at 7
p.m. Friday, Sept. 11.

This multifaith service will include
prayers and readings from several religious
traditions, inspiring music, moments of
silence, and reflections from community
leaders. Together, participants will remem-
ber those who died, acknowledge the sac-
rifices made by so many in the aftermath
of the attacks, and offer prayers for healing
and hope.

First Congregational
Church News

All are welcome to First Congregational
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday.
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This week’s ser-
mon title is “To the Dogs.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: Sunday School for children
ages K-8th grade is provided. This week’s topic
is “Rock Time.” Learn about geodes.

Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need col-
lects donations for the Portland Food Bank.
Items needed are oatmeal packets, peanut but-
ter, peanut butter crackers, canned protiens, in-
dividual snacks, and juice boxes.

For more information about church services
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or
call 860-342-3244.
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St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located
at 45 Freestone Ave,, invites all to attend its
services and events. For more information,
visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday
and Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10
p-m. Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m.
and Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make ar-
rangements. Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at

St. Mary Church News & Notes

860-342-2308 to make arrangements. Mar-
riages: Contact the office at 860-342-2328
to make an appointment with the Rev. John
Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of
every month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of
every month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Library Friends’ Ongoing Book Sale

The Friends of the Portland Library invites
the community to peruse the book, DVD, and
puzzle bargains that can be found at its ongoing
book sale, held at Portland Library, 20 Freestone
Ave., during normal library hours.

Recently released fiction hardcovers, a wide
selection of trade and paperback titles as well
as many children’s and young adult books are
available for summertime reading. Also, there is
an array of DVDs and puzzles to keep everyone

busy these last few weeks of summer vacation.
Inventory is refreshed weekly, so the Friends
encourage a visit to the on-going book sale
whenever patrons stop in at the library. The sale
area is in the windowed corridor leading to the
Mary Flood meeting room. All proceeds from
the book sale support the programs offered by
the library for children, adults and families as
well as adding to the library’s media collection.

Fall Soccer Registration Open

Portland Soccer Club has announced fall
2026 registration for the Rec Season is open.

Players will be grouped according to birth-
days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids
born up to July 31 of the following year. When
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for
your player’s information, including birthdate.

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey.
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have

an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Players will be groups by birthdate: U4:
8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com;
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Chip Sealing to Start

The Portland Department of Public Works
expects to begin chip sealing the following
roads the first week of September and continu-
ing throughout the month:

Cornwall Street, East Cotton Hill Road,
Isinglass Hill Road, West Cotton Hill Road,
Appletree Lane, Cedar Terrace, Hartfield Road,
Mountain Laurel Way, Paley Farm Road, Rock-
wood Drive, Rustic Terrace, Blackberry Ridge
Road, Grace Lane, Karen Drive, Thompson Hill
Road, Michele Drive and Old County Way.

Parking on the road during working hours (7
a.m. to 5 p.m.) will be banned starting August
31st through the completion of the chip seal
project. Any cars left in the road during work-
ing hours will be towed at the owner’s expense.

The chip seal process consists of distributing
a liquid asphalt emulsion on the roadway and

Bereavement
Sugport Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave,, invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3
p.m. - both in the church hall.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Little League

Golf Tournament
Portland Little League will hold its annual
Golf Tournament Friday, Sept. 25, at Portland
Golf Course.
Sponsorships are available and raffle prize do-
nations are welcome.
For more details, visit tinyurl.com/pllgolf.

PUCH
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

covering the liquid asphalt with crushed stone
to provide a new wearing surface. Chip seal-
ing extends the life of a roadway by protecting
it from moisture, ultra-violet degradation and
any other exposures that could damage a road-
way. Drivers should exercise caution as loose
stone will be present on the roadway. It is rec-
ommended when travelling on a recently chip
sealed road to slow down and allow additional
space between vehicles.

The department apologizes for any incon-
veniences and urges residents to use alternate
routes where possible. The department also
reminds motorists to use caution and consider
worker safety when driving through a work
zone.

Senior Mixed Golf League
The six-week 2026 Fall Tuesday Morning Se-
nior Mixed Golf League starts Tuesday, Sept. 8,
at Portland West Golf Course. All skill levels,
and all seniors from the Rivereast towns, are
welcome to join.
Email Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com
for more information.

Kindergarten Registration

Valley View School is holding kindergarten
registration for the 2026-27 school year.

Parents/guardians whose children will be five
years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should:
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten. Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone
number, address, and parent’s names.

Further information regarding kindergarten

registration will be provided once you contact
the school.

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast
Neuws Bulletin will make every effort to see
that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial
responsibility for typographical errors in
advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may oceur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of
the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no

way exceed the amount of the charge for the

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

space occupied by theitem in error, and then
onlyfor the first incorrect insertion. Also, the
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

address of the person or persons responsible
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads.
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the
right to reject advertisements which it
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every

[ HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT8-3 |

effort will be made to verify the legitimacy
and propriety of all ads for the protection of

,,,,,,,,

our readers. The Citizen will take requests
for specific placement of ads and will try
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The

Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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250th Celebrations Continue

As the town continues to celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the founding of the United States,
there will be a family-friendly event open to ev-
eryone at St. John Fisher Church on Jones Hol-
low Road on Sunday, Aug. 30, from 1-2:30 p.m.

All are invited to “continue to grow together”
with various stations set up at the Community
Giving Garden (which supports our local food
bank), the Pollinator’s Garden (supporting our
environment), the church’s outdoor Meditation
area (to offer up intentions for the community

and country), fun with chalk and bubbles, and
a sweet treat. Families with children aged 3-10
may find this the most enjoyable, the church
said, while all are welcome to come and have
fun.

Keeping with the theme of supporting the
community, a non-perishable food item for the
Marlborough Food Bank is greatly appreciated.

Call the church at 860-295-0001 if you have
questions.

Presentation on Preparing for Death

Marlborough Congregational Church at 35
South Main Street is hosting a presentation en-
titled “You’re Dead: How to Make Life Easier for
Those Left Behind” will be held at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 20, upstairs in the Thienes Lounge.

When Beth Alves’ husband unexpectedly
died of a heart attack in 2022, she came face-
to-face with a lot more than shock and grief.
She suddenly found herself wading through the
unfamiliar world of wills, trusts, probate, house-
related issues and more.

What she learned prompted Alves, a pro-
fessor at Connecticut State Community Col-
lege Quinebaug Valley, to create a list of tips
designed to help those who are faced with the
many tasks that must be dealt with after the
death of a loved one.

She will also talk about the importance of cre-
ating an “If I Am Dead” file that is designed to
make life easier for loved ones.

The presentation is free and is open to the
public.

Local Art at Town Hall

Marlborough Arts Center has announced a
new solo art exhibit of local artist Arlene S. Cav-
alieri. Her paintings will be displayed at Town
Hall from August through October.

Cavalieri’s work includes oils and acrylic.
Her compositions often feature ocean and pond
scenes as well as landscape, animal and floral
subjects. Her ocean paintings have won Dean
Waite and First Place awards.

Cavalieri’s paintings can be seen in fine art
shows in Connecticut and her work has been

showcased in Connecticut corporate events.
While Cavalieri will occasionally paint Plein Air
in the warm weather, she mostly enjoys painting
in her studio year-round.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in
the Marlborough Town Hall’s hallway. For in-
quiries regarding Cavalieri’s paintings, contact
Barbara Lazzari in Town Hall’s tax collector’s of-
fice or contact Marlborough Arts Center at 860-
467-6353 or info@marlborougharts.org.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver. There is no nursery care or
Sunday School in August; they will resume in
mid-September. Children are always welcome
at the worship service. The deacons have pro-
vided quiet activity bags, found in the narthex,
for the youngest children to borrow and enjoy
at summer services and bulletins with word
games, mazes, and picture finds for Sunday
school-age children.

Aug. 16: The service will be led by Seaver.
Her sermon title is “Even the Dogs!” based on
Matthew 15:10-28. After worship all are invited
to Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge for snacks
and refreshments.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p-m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for

Dean’s List
Marlborough residents Sean Fenton and Kyle
Wood made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Em-
manuel College in Boston.

Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in Au-
gust and will reopen Friday, Sept. 11, and Satur-
day, Sept. 12. Follow the shop through Facebook
at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough
for updates. The eBay shop is open year-round
at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith
community and all are welcome. The church
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary. Donations can also be made through the
church website, or mailed to the church at P.O.
Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Marlborough

Farmers Market

Zinas Cucina is hosting the Marlborough
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14,
from 4-7 p.m., on the Town Green.

Attendees can expect live music and artisanal
goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and
vegetables, baked goods, a variety of crafts and
more.

The first 100 shoppers will receive a free
Marlborough Farmers tote bag. Produce farms
selling at the market will also be accepting WIC
and senior vouchers.

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE

Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,
Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman

%!
John D. Maxwell

l’:pS UGDNN,,

Proud Full-Service Law Partner of UConn Athletics

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com
2252 Main Street, Glastonbury « 42 High Street, East Hampton

Erik Scalzi

Stephan P. Sobin
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By Toriana Williams

It is time once again for Marlborough Day to
return to Blish Park, where families and neigh-
bors will have a chance to enjoy a day of food,
music, entertainment and community spirit be-
fore the summer comes to an end.

The annual event will run Sunday, Aug. 23,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is organized by the
Connecticut River Valley Chamber of Com-
merce (CTRVCC) in partnership with the town
of Marlborough. The free, family-friendly cel-
ebration will offer live music, food trucks, lo-
cal businesses, civic organizations, crafters and
demonstrations.

Jessica Olander, president of the CTRVCC,
said the event isn’t just about giving people
something to do on a summer Sunday.

“It really is truly a community event,;” she said.

In Olander’s eyes, Marlborough Day is a
chance to bring together many different parts of
the town. From local businesses to nonprofit or-
ganizations to the average resident, all of them
have a role in making the event happen.

The event will include some familiar favor-
ites, along with new activities for 2026. Chil-
dren can look forward to the roaming railroad,
which Olander said “the kids love,” as well as
face painting and plenty of food.

There will also be a pie-eating contest for the
first time. Another new addition will be Best
Broom Friend, which Olander described as “a
really cute witches dance troupe” that will help
bring a little early fall fun to the event.

Families will also have the chance to meet two
of their favorite movie characters. Woody from
Toy Story and Stuart from Minions will show up
during the day to have fun with visitors, and
music will play throughout the event in the pa-
vilion as well.

Olander said one of the best parts of Marl-
borough Day is seeing families enjoy the park

together.

“I love Marlborough,” she said. She added
that the most rewarding part of organizing the
event is to “give back to the community””

The event is free to attend. Olander said that
is especially important because Blish Park is
usually only open to residents of Marlborough.
However, Marlborough Day gives families from
nearby communities a chance to enjoy the park
as well.

“It’s a great community wide event, a regional
event, really,” said Olander.

Visitors from Hebron, East Hampton and
Colchester have attended in the past, she said.
That wider reach helps turn the celebration into
an opportunity for people from across the area
to meet one another.

The event also gives local businesses and or-
ganizations a chance to connect directly with
residents. Vendors can promote their business-
es, sell or display their products and introduce
themselves to people who may not have known
about them otherwise.

The chamber has been promoting businesses
that signed up for the event since May. Olan-
der said the goal is to encourage people to sup-
port the businesses and organizations that are
already supporting their community.

“It’s really about spreading the word to shop
local, being in your community;” she said. “And
support those that support your community”

Many businesses also help pay for the event
through sponsorships. The chamber then uses
some of its resources to fund scholarships and
hold other events throughout the year.

Marlborough Day itself has a long history
in town. Olander estimated that the event has
been held for more than 25 years. She previous-
ly managed the event while serving as executive
director of the Marlborough Business Associa-

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p-m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-

ish fellowship. For details, see the church calen-
dar available on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: The
Community Giving Garden is actively pro-
ducing fresh produce and meets Mondays at 5
p.m. The garden yields fresh produce delivered
weekly to the Marlborough Food Bank. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Family Movie Night: Friday, Aug. 14, 8 p.m.
All are invited to the town green for a showing
of Zootopia 2. Bring a chair, some snacks and
spend some time with family and friends. An
ice cream truck and some activities for the kids
will round out the evening.

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays,
Aug. 29-Oct. 31, at West Road upper field. No
sessions 9/5 or 10/10. Mini, for age 2, will be
held 3-3:30 p.m., and Classic, for ages 3-5, will
be 4-4:45 p.m. Fee for Mini: $105/residents,
$110/non-resident. Fee for Classic: $113/resi-
dent, $118/non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Kickball: For grades 5 &
6. Wednesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Sept. 16-Oct. 21,
at MES. Registration fee is $30.

Sparkling Spinners: Dance class for ages 3-5.
Wednesdays, 4:30-5 p.m., Sept. 16-Nov. 18, at
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers: Dance class for ages 2-3.
Tuesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., Sept. 15-Nov. 17, or Sat-
urdays, 9:30-10 a.m., Sept. 19-Nov. 21. Classes
held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Tots: Wednesdays,
Sept. 23-Oct. 28, at MES. Ages 2-3.5 meet 5-5:45
p.m., and ages 3.5-4 meet 6-6:45 p.m. Parent
participation required for ages 2-3.5. Fee: $102/
resident, $107/non-resident.

Mad Science - Fall Crazy Chemworks: For
grades K-6. Thursdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 15-

Nov. 19, at MES. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-
residents.

Crayola Imagine Arts Academy - Epic Land-
marks Throughout History!: For grades K-6,
at Marlborough Elementary School. Tuesdays,
3:15-4:15 p.m., from Oct. 13-Nov. 24. Fee: $144/
residents, $149/non-residents. No class on 11/3.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Wednesday,
Oct. 14, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Nov. 7,
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Designed to prepare students in grades 6-8
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up.
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Tap: For ages 18 and
over. Thursdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 8-8:45 p.m., at
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee: $200/resident.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park.
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

tion, and said she was involved with it for about
10 years at that time.

With such a long history, it’s no surprise plan-
ning for the celebration begins months before.
Organizers often begin meeting in March and
use a special established event checklist to keep
everything moving and on track.

Olander credited her committee, including
Craig Robinson of Its So Ranunculus flower
shop, along with local leaders who help organize
the event.

While Marlborough Day has a lot of fun
planned, Olander said the event also provides
an important opportunity for local nonprofit
and civic organizations to connect with resi-
dents.

Groups that are expected to participate in-
clude AHM Youth and Family Services, the
Commission on Aging and the Coalition on
Diversity and Equity. Olander said including
these organizations helps create the community
atmosphere that makes the event special.

“Our nonprofits are really struggling today,”
she said. “So to be able to include [civic groups]
really just brings the community feel together”

One of Olander’s favorite Marlborough Day
memories shows just how strongly the event
can bring people together. At one past event, the

Marlborough Day Is On Its Way

Marlborough Arts Center created a large com-
munity art project.

The original artwork was divided into sec-
tions, and visitors each drew a portion of the
large image onto a canvas. Hundreds of people
eventually contributed to the finished piece.

“It was beautiful,” she recalled.

She said everyone brought something differ-
ent to the project, with different drawing styles
and different strokes. Yet all those individual
pieces eventually became one larger work, simi-
lar to how individual residents together become
a larger community.

“Everybody was a little bit different,” said
Olander, “but it all came together at the end?”

That idea is the beating heart of Marlborough
Day.

Along with activities, visitors will have op-
portunities to win prizes. A grand prize draw-
ing will feature a large television donated by
ShopRite in East Hartford. Attendees can enter
by visiting the Welcome booth, where they will
receive a ticket and a complimentary swag bag
filled with items from participating vendors and
sponsors.

There will also be a teen cup raffle featuring
donated items. Proceeds from that raffle will
support the chamber’s scholarship program.

Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231
N. Main St., is offering American Mah Jongg
classes this fall for teens and adults.

Mabh Jongg is a social, fun, and challenging
thinking game that uses a combination of luck
and strategy. This six-week session is for be-
ginners and advanced beginners. The instruc-
tor, Barbara Hahn, learned to play Mah Jongg
using the National Mah Jongg League Card
and Rules in 1999. She has been teaching for
15 years at local senior centers and libraries.

Learn to Play Mah Jongg

Classes will be Thursdays 6-8:30 p.m., from
Sept. 17 to Oct. 29; or Fridays, 2-4:30 p.m.,
from Sept. 18 to Oct. 30. There will be no
classes Oct. 8 and 9.

Fee is a $60 donation to the Marlborough
Arts Center, plus a $15 fee for the 2026 NMJL
Card, which is yours to keep.

For more information and to register, go to
MarlboroughArts.org. For questions, call 860-
467-6353 or text 860-926-7500.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Cooking with Matt: 8/17, 2-4 p.m. Pizza-
making from scratch - learn how to make
dough, sauce and finish in a wood oven. Fee for
residents is $10, and for non-residents is $12.
Register by 8/14.

Pressed Flower Sun Catchers: 8/21, noon-1
p-m. Learn how to press your own flowers and
create a one of a kind suncatcher.

Senior Living Options: 8/25, 10:30 a.m. All
are invited to this informative session on the
spectrum of senior living options: Indepen-
dent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care,
and when Skilled Nursing may be appropriate.
Learn how to compare care types, understand
typical costs, explore financing options, and
how to ask the right questions.

%o

Birthday Club: 8/25, 1-2 p.m. August birth-
days will be celebrated with cake! Open to all
friends and family. It does not have to be your
birthday month to celebrate. However, if it is
please RSVP.

State of Primary Care: 8/26, 1-2 p.m. With
Professor Howard Selinger.

Loaded Baked Potato and Trivia Night:
8/27, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Play trivia and make your
own loaded baked potato. RSVP by 8/24. This
event is free and for all ages.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: Oct. 8. Enjoy a
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen
to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-
piece Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s
flagship store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is
$158/person. More information available at se-
nior center.

Social Services: Senior Farmers Market
Nutrition Program: Electronic benefit card,
preloaded with $40. For use at participating
farmers markets to purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables, eggs, honey, and fresh cut herbs.
Use at the Marlborough Farmers Market every
Wednesday. For Marlborough residents only.
Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/month,
Household 2 - $3,337.

Singer to Perform... Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday @ The Arts Café will
present Kala Farnham, Connecticut’s 18th State Troubadour, in concert on Friday,
Aug. 28, at 7:30 p.m., at the center, 231 N. Main St. Farnham’s vocals and mystical folk
harp, piano and guitar, draws audiences into a transcendent journey, the arts center
said. Tickets are $15 and available at the door. Doors open at 7 p.m.
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Recreation News

East Hampton Recreation has announced
the following items of interest. For more infor-
mation, full event descriptions, and to register,
call 860-267-7300 or visit www.easthampton-
rec.com.

East Hampton Farm Stand Crawl: Satur-
day, Aug. 15,9 a.m.-1 p.m. Support local farms
at your own pace. Pick up your free participat-
ing farm list at the East Hampton Recreation
office at Town Hall or at East Hampton Public
Library, or visit www.easthamptonrec.com.

Camp Wildwood at Lake Pocotopaug at
Sears Park: Aug. 17-21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., for ages
6-12. Cost is $225.

Herbal Walk and Talk: Tuesday, Aug. 18,
6-7:30 p.m. All are invited to explore common

herbs, learn about their traditional uses and
take home a bundle of fresh herbs. Cost is $25.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The
event will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This
is a four-person scramble format. Lunch/din-
ner and two drink tickets are included for ev-
ery golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for din-
ner ($50). Sponsorship options available as
well. A highlight of this year’s tournament will
be a Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will
have a chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV.
There will also be a raffle contest and prizes.
The tournament benefits East Hampton Sears
Park Playground equipment. Cost is $145 per
golfer.

Cobalt HealthCare &
Rehabilitation Center

Compassionate Care.
Exceptional Rehabilitation.
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Cobalt HealthCare and Rehabilitation Center

offers 34 luxury suites in a newly renovated

facility, featuring modern therapy rooms and
ized in-house rehabilitation care to

help residents regain strength, mobility,

and independence.

ROOMS

29 Middle Haddam Road
Rte 151, Cobalt CT

@ (860) 267-9034
www.cobalthealthcare.com
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Lake Friends Wine-Tasting Fundraiser

The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug (FOLP)
will hold its annual Wine-Tasting Fundraiser
on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 1-4 p.m., on Laurel
Island. Proceeds from the event will support
FOLP’s projects and ongoing efforts to preserve
and improve Lake Pocotopaug.

Tickets are $50 per person and include
round-trip boat transportation to Laurel Island,
wine tasting, limited beer tasting, a souvenir
glass and a light snack. Soda will also be avail-
able for non-drinkers.

Guests are invited to relax and explore the
island. A teacup raffle will feature a variety of
prizes. Jack Solomon will be available to answer
questions about the history of Laurel Island, and
arepresentative from the Lake Commission will
be on hand to discuss Lake Pocotopaug and an-

— E—— L | - =
Open House Aug. 22nd, 12:00-2:00pm

swer questions.

Boat transportation will run continuously
from 1-4 p.m., departing from Ace Marine East
LLC at 70 North Main St. Event parking will be
available at Sears Park.

Outside food and alcohol are not permitted.
Smoking is prohibited, and private boats will
not be allowed to dock on the island. The event
will be held rain or shine.

A limited number of tickets are available and
may be purchased in advance or at the dock,
subject to availability. Tickets are also available
from any FOLP member.

For tickets, contact Kevin Kuhr at 860-395-
7548. For additional information, visit Friends
of Lake Pocotopaug on Facebook.

WEEK
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Discover the space and comfort you’ve been searching for in this sprawling 4-bedroom,
3-full-bath ranch set on a picturesque 3-acre lot. Recent updates provide peace of mind and
modern appeal, including a new roof, new furnace, new flooring, and beautifully remodeled
bathrooms with new vanities, toilets, and a shower insert. This property combines privacy,
functionality, and comfort in one exceptional package. Schedule your private showing today!

Contact Kristen 860-942-6680
www.countrysiderealtyct.com « 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

Memorial Day Parade 5/25 1:30pm
Town Green, Marlborough

| Re-enactment Day 5/30, 10-12:30pm
" (Thour guided tours @ 10, 10:30, 11, 11:30)

la

Re-enactors take you through key people and events in Marlborough’s history. This tour is
mostly outdoors and will walk from the church to the library & cemetery.

Marlborough Congregational Church

Marlborough’s Top Dog Competition 6/7, 1pm

Register by May 30. Awards include Top Dog/Founder’s Best Friend for best behavior, Most
Unique Talent/Declaration of Independence, & Liberty Look-Alike (owner/dog dress-up).

Richmond Memorial Library

Patriotic Displays on the Town Green June 26-28
Create a patriotic display to decorate the Town Green! Entry is $10 per family, business, or
group. Win prizes! Register at the library or online.

July 4" Party at the Park and Lake Parades 7/4, 10am-dark
Patriotic boat parades at 10am & 1pm, music under the Pavilion, a bonfire, and more! Gather
with neighbors, bring hot dogs and s’mores, and watch the skies as the evening ends.

Blish Park

Money in the US Colonial and Confederation Period 7/19, 1pm
Discover how money worked in early America—from colonial trade to the first U.S. coins.

Marlborough Arts Center

Framing American Democracy- Radical Roots 8/1, 2pm
Take a virtual tour of the Wadsworth's exhibit and explore CT's role in America’s story

through art. Led by docent Christi Moraga.
Marlborough Senior Center

Marlborough Day 8/23, 10am-4pm

Marlborough Pride! Join neighbors for a day of activities, food trucks, train rides, and more.

Blish Park

Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife & Drum Corps Parade & Muster 9/19, 11am
Fifes & Drums from across New England will march down N Main, led by Marlborough’s own.

Parade route covers Pettingill/N Main St. to Blish Park

250" Anniversary of American Beer 9/24, 6:30pm
Join illustrator & author Em Sauter for a lively look from Plymouth Rock to modern craft brews.
Richmond Memorial Library

Gathering on the Green 12/5, sunset

Marlborough’s annual Holiday tradition! See the decorated fire
truck parade, visit with Santa, and watch the fireworks.

Town Green

Celebrating Community, Then and Now

RE5-22-26
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Council Sends Unchanged School Budget to Referendum

By Anne Lilburn

At East Hamptons Aug. 11 Town Council
meeting, the council approved and sent the
town’s education budget to a fourth referendum,
which it set for Aug. 26, just one day before the
start of the school year.

Also at the meeting, the council approved a
temporary Board of Education budget to cover
September. This amount, $3,191,166, was based
on the most recent Board of Finance approved
budget. After some conversations involving Su-
perintendent of Schools Timothy Van Tasel over
whether open positions would be filled or not,
and following Van Tasel’s assurances that va-
cancies in “non-critical positions” had not been
filled, the council voted to approve this unani-
mously.

ous Aug. 5 referendum, Town Manager David
Cox pointed out that there had been some cru-
cial developments, particularly involving new
state funding that would provide full funding
for the Smart Start preschool for one year and
community contributions that would allow
many middle school sports to continue.

“Much like the use of cash for reducing the
amount of capital transfer that was being done
[at other points this budget cycle],” he warned,
“yes, this matter will come back next year and
be part of the conversation. The reality is, the
budget is recalibrated to exclude those things.
That will have to be part of the conversation
next year, but that's a conversation that we'll
have to work through in the upcoming year as

we prepare for fiscal year 287

The path to approving the 2026-27 budget hit
a small bump with some opposition from coun-
cil member Ted Hintz, a Republican, who asked
if sports and Smart Start were getting paid out
of the Board of Education budget and suggested
they should have been added back in. He said
that he didn’t believe the council could approve
the budget due to those additional items.

Cox reassured him the council could “be-
cause it’s a special revenue” and Finance Direc-
tor Jeff Jylkka also agreed that approving it as is
was appropriate.

Van Tasel explained that Smart Start was
funded by a state grant, and salaries were being
charged to that.

Also up for consideration was the more im-
portant issue of approving the Board of Edu-
cation budget that the Board of Finance had
approved and sent to the Town Council. The
budget was set at $39,500,937 — and while that’s
the exact same number that failed at the previ-

RICK'S REAL ESTATE GROUP

2]

At
CENTURY 21 AllPoints Realty

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com ——

860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton

Each office is independently
owned and operated
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Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Gourse Menu Offering on
Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 «

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce
PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Aﬂaraﬂus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad
DINNER GHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant ~ Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers  broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
CGhicken Marsala Sauteed with crackers in a brown cognac sauce
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERT'S - Ask your server for our selections QoD
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single. )
Served Every Friday and Saturday 1

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

CIT8-6-26

mm CAMPAGN A g

(H. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411 .|
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

“It wasn’t an added amount that we've added
on top of the bottom line,” he said. “The expense
budget that was given to the town council is in-
deed the expense budget for the district, it’s just
that there’s a revenue source that we are going
to charge it to”

Both he and Jylkka likened it to the way Title
grants and IDEA grant funding is handled by
the district.

In the end, the council voted to approve the
budget and send it to referendum on Aug. 26,
with only Hintz voting against it. A town meet-
ing would be held prior to that on Aug. 19.

Absentee voting is available for this referen-
dum, and the town provided the following in-
formation about that:

“Absentee ballots for the East Hampton
Board of Education budget referendum are cur-
rently available at the Town ClerKs office, lo-
cated at 1 Community Drive. Office hours are
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Tuesday 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. All registered voters and individual
property owners with an assessment of not less
than $1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible
to obtain an absentee ballot for this referendum.

As this referendum is being held with less
than three weeks' notice, CGS 9-369¢, only
permits ballots to be picked up in person at the
Town ClerK’s Office. Voters who are not able to
appear in person are allowed under this statute
to designate a family member or caregiver to de-
liver and/or return their ballot. Both the voter
and designee’s signatures are required to be on
the application when submitted. For more in-
formation, please call 860 267-2519”

Dean’s List
Hapuruchi Avugara of East Hampton made
the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Goodwin Univer-
sity in East Hartford.

Town-Wide
Tag Sale Coming

Marlborough Parks & Recreation is orga-
nizing the annual Town-Wide Tag Sale, com-
ing up Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Registration forms are available in Town Hall
or online at www.marlboroughct.gov.

Fee is $25 with a deadline of Oct. 1; no ex-
ceptions.

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WAL UL«
YOUTASTE |

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHzp

OMAHA STEAKS

B

Butcher’s Classic Pack

Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 o0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)
81081XEL separately $323:93

(o B T T T T

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 812999

Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081 XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC
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More than 40 decorated boats - including the one seen here - took lﬁart in the Friends

=

of Lake Pocotopaug’s annual “Light Up the Lake” celebration on Aug. 8.

Lake Friends Hold ‘Light Up the Lake’ Celebration

Friends of Lake Pocotopaug thanked all who
helped make this year’s Light Up the Lake event
on Saturday, Aug. 8, an unforgettable evening.

More than 40 boats, along with spectacular
light displays on land, transformed Lake Poco-
topaug into a colorful celebration of communi-
ty, creativity and summer fun, the Friends said.

The imagination on display was incredible.
This year’s themes ranged from America 250
celebrations to colorful flamingos, sharks, and
even a glowing dragon making its way around
the lake. Each participant brought something
unique to the evening, creating a memorable
experience for everyone watching from the
shoreline and the water.

“We are so grateful to everyone who deco-
rated a boat, created a display on land, gathered

with family and friends, or simply came out to
enjoy the evening,” said Cap Egan, Friends of
Lake Pocotopaug. “The creativity and enthusi-
asm of our community are what make Light Up
the Lake such a special tradition”

Friends of Lake Pocotopaug also thanked the
residents, volunteers, participants, and support-
ers whose enthusiasm continues to make this
event possible year after year.

The organization said it is already looking
forward to another Light Up the Lake in August
2027.

Friends of Lake Pocotopaug is dedicated to
supporting, protecting and celebrating Lake
Pocotopaug while bringing the community to-
gether through education, stewardship and spe-
cial events.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, in-
vites all to in-person and online worship Sun-
days at 9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger.
Refreshments are served after the service.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry,
for children in kindergarten through fifth
grade, is held in Fellowship Hall during wor-
ship. The theme is “Friends with God” and is
taught through Bible stories where the charac-
ters are friends with God. A toddler nursery is

Free personalized consultations

Trust our capable team for your
Medicare needs

Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

also available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals will resume in the
fall, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New mem-
bers welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m.,
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at
860-267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is
www.hncovenantchurch.org.

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \

HealthCare
Associates

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

RE4-24-26

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

Hebron Insurance
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

a
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GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com

= Gmuyzl

B s,

ALLPOINTS REALTY

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

2026 BACON ACADEMY ATHLETICS

GOLF TOURNAMENT

BACON ACADEMY

THANK vYOou!!

The Friends of Football at Bacon Academy would
like to thank all those who supported the tournament
this year, which was held at Tallwood Country Club on
August 7th. All our volunteers, donors, tournament
sponsors & Tallwood staff contributed to an extremely
fun and successful event.

The following companies generously supported the tournament through sponsorships
or donations of raffle prizes, and food. We greatly appreciate their involvement & wish

to recognize all their efforts.

CORPORATE SPONSORS
The Inishmor

The InishShor

Gano’s Power Equipment
The Harvest Corner

Jersey Mike's

TEE SPONSORS

Pj’'s Cork and Barrel

Big Gary’s Wine & Spirits
Toyota of Colchester

Plum Tomato

Boyden Real Estate

Jane Ryan Insurance Group
Family Pizza

John Blakley Real Estate
Perfect Curb

DT Construction Associates LLC
Thena Pita Bar

Lyman Memorial High School
ENTECH

Feigenbaum and Nair

Renew Developers

9 Lives Barbershop

Friendly Spirit Farm
BOBCAT SPONSORS
Rembish & Lasaracina, LLC
Robert A LaSaracina, CPA
Rachel Blakley Photography
Nu-Face Home Improvements
Bushwood Golf

EOOD DONORS
Friendly Spirit Farm

Red Rose Cafe

BJ’'s Wholesale Club
Family Pizza

Tri-Town Foods-East Lyme
Salem Prime Cuts

Big-Y Norwich

Stop & Shop-Colchester
llliano’s-Colchester

PRIZE DONORS
Plum Tomato-Colchester
Colchester Pizza
Cowlick’s Ice Cream
Norwich llliano’s
Chipotle

Ark Distillery

Great Brook Golf
Chamard Vineyards
Playhouse on Park
Yard Goats

Gardner Lake Liquors

2 Brothers Pizza

Cellar on 85

Smoker’s Zone

Don Levine

Tallwood Country Club
Mohegan Sun Golf Club
Twin Hills Country Club
Norwich Golf Course
Glastonbury Hills Country Club

Also, thanks to Sign Professionals for providing the tee signs.

RE4-10-26

RE10-7-22
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Council Weighs Middle Haddam Land Sale

By Anne Lilburn

Two land matters were discussed at East
Hamptons Aug. 11 Town Council meeting: one
involving a question of whether the town would
be willing to sell town-owned land in Middle
Haddam, and another regarding a proposal to
potentially lease land from a private landowner.

Town Manager David Cox’s guidance from
the council’s packet included a letter from him
indicating that he had been contacted regarding
whether the council would consider selling the
land next to the Middle Haddam School, where
a developer has expressed interest in building
housing.

In the letter, Cox wrote that he and Town
Council Chairman Dean Markham met with
representatives of Middle Haddam Association,
Inc., which owns the Middle Haddam School
property, and well as representatives from a de-
velopment company with whom the association
plans to work on a potential development of the
school site on Schoolhouse Lane.

Cox wrote, “Construction of the project as

currently conceived includes land which is still
owned by the Town of East Hampton.”

Cox said the concept the association is pursu-
ing involves renovating the former school into
six residential units and community space. It
also calls for the construction of 30 single-story
townhouse units on the property.

All of the units would be deeded with income
and age restrictions, Cox said, and the project
would likely be proposed under Section 8-30g
of state statues, an affordable housing statute.

The project would contain no public sewer,
Cox added, and said it would include a water
system to serve the 36 units and community
space.

There was a large amount of community re-
sponse to news of the Middle Haddam propos-
al, with many speaking during public comment
in opposition to the proposed development.

Markham, a Democrat, made clear that the
Town Council is “not moving forward with any
sale at this point,” and that the discussion at the

GOODETON

ESTATE JEWELRY + GOLD » ANTIQUES + COINS Iy 11|

Collectible Coins

Saturday’s 9-4

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware

Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street,
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm

CIT9-18-25I

Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

15 & Nurse Practitioner w

o has

‘ecently joined

rttord Intfernal Medicine in Glastonbury

and West Hartford, CT

Accepting new patients!

To schedule an appointrment

(0) BEO-659-0581

W, prirmehc, com

meeting was only to consider if a sale was some-
thing that might be considered. He made clear
that eventually, any proposal would go to plan-
ning and zoning.

“The question is would the town consider
selling town land,” he said.

Cox agreed, saying that the council would
need to decide if it wanted to sell, and then how
if they were interested. After that, any land deal
would still be subject to all the usually regula-
tory steps.

If the council did decide it was interested in
selling, Cox said, the proposal would go to the
Board of Finance as well as the Planning and
Zoning Commission to get their consent. Ulti-
mately, a possible land sale would end up at a
town meeting, where residents would make the
final decision.

“So there’s a whole lot of steps that go between
today, so to speak, and a final transaction,” Cox
said. “This conversation is merely me transmit-
ting a request to you that was received that said,
‘Would you be interested in selling?”

Cox pointed out that, while the council
should consider whether the town had any use
for this land, it should also bear in mind the rea-
son for the outside interest.

“[The sale] happens to be tied to a potential
development,” he said. “As much as the Town
Council is not the land use body, your decision
impacts this potential development. Your deci-
sion could cause this development to not be able
to move forward...[or] might cause it to be dif-
ferent”

Council member Karen Wanat, a Democrat,
said the town had now received emails from two

different individuals “interested in purchasing
the parcel”

The question now, she said, was “is there
a purpose for the town to keep the parcel or
would we entertain possibly selling it?”

A community member had earlier mentioned
the challenges of firefighting in Middle Had-
dam, so council members wondered if the Fire
Department might have a use for the land. The
council ends its discussion without a clear reso-
lution, but interest in figuring out whether the
town might have use for the land.

Also up for consideration on the land use
front, the town received a proposal for it to
lease a property that was located at the corner
of Main Street and Route 66, which is owned
by the DiStefano family and where a restaurant
used to be located before burning down nearly
30 years ago.

The owners proposed that the town lease the
property to the town, possibly in exchange for
relief of taxes on the property. The town cur-
rently places signs on it.

The owner had reached out to Hintz, who said
that, from his understanding, the owner doesn’t
want to sell it to the town, but wants to lease it.

Because there was no formal proposal, the
council opted to leave the item for now.

Yarners at Senior Center

For the summer, the East Hampton Yarners
knitting club from East Hampton Congrega-
tional Church will meeting at East Hampton
Senior Center, 105 Main St., on Wednesdays at
10 am.

Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

CARLGUILD

& ASSOCIATES

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

4 LOCAL OFFICES

100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY - ,

www.carlguild.com

(860) 474-3500
REALTOR

CUCINA

’B{ﬂ'

CAREL GUILIPEE ASS

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

| Fresh - Natural - Delicious NS eg g s ey
Farmers Market

Hosted by/Zina’s/Cucina
Every.Wednesday/through|October;14, P
fromi4:7rm. Located onithe
MarlboroughiTown|Green

SNAP/WIC//Seniors/coupons/are/accepted by,our;farmers.

Come join us for LUNCH!

Monday-Saturday
11:30aM-4:00rm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this A

L______

Wednesdays:
17/ 2;price
bottles/ofiwine
atiZzina’s!
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Failed School Bud

By Anne Lilburn

While East Hampton’s proposed school bud-
get was once again shot down at referendum last
week, there may be reasons for encouragement
for Belltown parents.

At the Aug. 5 budget referendum, taxpayers
voted to approve the general government bud-
get, but narrowly rejected its education budget
for the third time, by a margin of only 32 votes,
according to the town’s unofficial results.

For the town’s general government budget,
which totaled $19.36 million, 1,361 people vot-
ed ‘yes; while 1,293 voted ‘no’ For the $39.50
million education budget, 1,310 voted ‘yes,
compared to 1,342 voting ‘no’

The budget fight was complicated by several
issues, including the at-times controversial plan
to close the town’s transfer station on the gen-
eral town government side of the budget and
painful proposed program and staffing cuts on
the education side of the budget.

Following the failure of the second referen-

dum, the Board of Education had announced
cuts that generated outrage from many parents.
Among the most discussed were middle school
sports and the district’s Smart Start preschool
program, which receives state funding through
the state’s Office of Early Childhood.

Between the time of the budget failure and
the Board of Finance’s meeting on Aug. 10 to
determine how it would set the new budget,
several pieces of good news brought relief to
district parents.

Upon learning that the program would be cut,
parents from the district contacted this state of-
fice, according to East Hampton Public Schools.
As it happened, East Hampton was not the only
town facing the possibility of losing its Smart
Start preschool as a result of funding challenges,
and the state office worked to make additional
funding available to certain towns.

East Hampton would now be receiving a
“stabilization grant to offset the Boards cost

EHHS 40th Reunion

The East Hampton High School Class of 1986
will hold its 40th reunion Saturday, Oct. 17,
from 6-9 p.m., at Lakeside Bar & Grill, 81 North
Main St.

Tickets are $40 per person and include hors
doeuvres, one drink coupon, music and games.
A cash bar will be available.

Deadline to respond is Sept. 1. Send your
payment to Jay or Michele via Venmo: @jszym,

or PayPal: j_szymaszek@hotmail.com. A check,
made payable to Michele Koss, can be sent to:
Michele Koss, 147 Bartlett St., Portland, CT
06480.

If you are in contact with anyone who is not
on Facebook, you are asked to reach out to them
and have them send their contact information
to RLGhezzi@gmail.com.

EHHS Class of ‘76 Reunion

The East Hampton High School Class of 1976
will hold its 50th Class Reunion Saturday, Sept.
19, from 5-10 p.m., at Campagna Restaurant,
151 Marlborough St. in Portland. This is the old
Brownstone Restaurant where the Class of 76
celebrated Senior Class Night!

Cost is $45 per person and includes a buffet
dinner and dessert. There is a cash bar. Guests
are welcome; however, payment cannot be re-

ceived at the door the night of the event.

Send your RSVP to Cheryl (Edwards) Ran-
dino at ehhs1976@gmail.com. Payments must
be received by Sept. 9. PayPal or Venmo are
accepted to the above email address, or send a
check payable to Cheryl E. Randino, 56 Garnet
Ridge Drive, Tolland, CT 06084.

Also, all attendees are asked to notify Ran-
dino of any dietary restrictions.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note:
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive:
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants,
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to

KENNETH

XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue
tote in the Parish Hall.

Cobalt Lodge Service: Will be held immedi-
ately after church on Aug. 16. Anyone can join
this ministry.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in
good condition for the Tag Sale. Donations can
be dropped off at the Parish Hall entrance dur-
ing the week; call Dick Napolitano at 860-490-
8006. Pick-up is available.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish
members are need to donate money to cover the
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

BARBER & ASSOCIATES, LLC

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“The month of August
had turned into a griddle
where the days just lay

there and sizzled.”
—The Secret Life of Bees

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

[} Visit us on Facebook

of operating the district Smart Start Preschool
Program,” wrote Superintendent of Schools
Timothy Van Tasel in a district-wide update.
The funding, which would only cover one year
of the program, would keep the program in
place for the 2026-27 school year. Van Tasel de-
scribed the district as “grateful” to the OEC, and
also thanked “the parents who were instrumen-
tal in securing this funding source.

In another update, outside funding via com-
munity donations and organizations, has come
together to enable sports such as soccer, cross
country and cheerleading to continue at the
middle school level. The town’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department has also said they would
work to develop an afterschool recreation pro-
gram for middle schoolers.

Because of these updates, which would fur-
ther reduce costs to the district from its last pro-
posed budget, as well as due to the close vote,
the Board of Finance voted to set the budget at
$39,550,937. If that number looks familiar, it’s
because it is. It is the exact same amount that
voters voted on last round, but with some key
differences, said Board of Finance Chair AJ Sp-
agnoletti.

“When we put forward the budget last time,
there were some major cuts in that: Smart Start
and middle school sports being those cuts,” he

get Receives Last Minute Lifelines

said. “Since going through that referendum,
we've gotten new information from the state and
a grant that was opened up ... that would enable
us for the next year to bring back Smart Start.
We've also had donors in the community reach
out for support of the middle school sports pro-
grams. I'm really grateful that that’s happened,
but frankly really disappointed that that’s how
we have to get there in terms of bringing school
sports together,” he said.

“This [budget] would bring us back to effec-
tively maintaining the teacher base that we had
after the last set of cuts going into the referen-
dum,” he said.

He noted that “the Board of Finance as a body
can’t determine how money goes, what it gets
done. We are ultimately responsible [only] for
what the dollar value is”

“It was an incredibly close vote the last time
we went through, which says were in and
around the right spot,” said Spagnoletti, “and I
think with the addition of these programs, we're
in a spot where we can hopefully get this one
over the line”

Voters will soon determine whether that’s
true. After being approved by the Town Coun-
cil the following night, East Hampton’s fourth
education budget referendum has been set for
Aug. 26.

Registration for Shrek Jr. Ends Soon

Registration for the fall production of Shrek
The Musical Jr., for students in grades 3-6,
closes soon.

The 13-week program will run Tuesdays
and Thursdays, Sept. 1 through Nov. 21, from
3:05-5 p.m., at Center School. Students will
participate in a full musical production while
building skills in acting, singing and choreog-
raphy.

Principal roles will be selected through vid-
eo auditions due Aug. 24, with opportunities

for all registered students to be part of the cast.
Three performances will be held Nov. 19-21.
Program tuition includes costume costs and
two performance tickets. A limited number of
full and partial scholarships are available for
families needing financial assistance. Trans-
portation is available for Memorial School
and East Hampton Middle School students.
Registration, audition materials and ad-
ditional information are available at Cha-
thamTheaterCompany.org.

Belitown Motors

Tire & Service Center

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT

Make sure your Car’s AC
Is working properly!

Call Belltown and we’'ll
get you in fast for a
diagnosis and we’ll get
that cool air flowing for
these hot days!

AC Charge
Special!
Refrigerant extra
*See store for details.

RE7-18-25

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com
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By Anne Lilburn

At its Aug. 11 meeting, East Hampton’s Town
Council changed its tune on the topic of a pro-
posed Homestead Exemption. That exemp-
tion had been discussed recently in light of the
town’s property revaluation and challenges in
passing its budgets.

A potential Homestead Exemption, which
has been allowed in Connecticut since 2024,
would allow the town to exempt a portion of
certain properties from taxation, provided they
served as a primary residence. The topic had
previously been discussed by Town Manager
David Cox and the council in the spring, but
recently, Board of Finance Vice Chair Dan Finn
reignited discussion on the matter when he sug-
gested a homestead exemption that would ex-
empt 22.5% for properties with assessed values
under $390,000.

Though many council members had seemed
to be in favor of such an exemption in recent
weeks, by Tuesday’s meeting they seemed to
have reevaluated that position after reconsid-
ering it. While an exemption would lessen the
burden on those properties in that category, it
would result in the rest of the tax burden being
spread out among remain property owners, in-
cluding both businesses and owners of higher-
value properties.

Finn had argued that this would have shifted
the tax burden towards commercial properties,
and also benefit those who owners of mid-to-

lower value homes who had been most nega-
tively impacted by the recent property revalu-
ation.

Some council members worried about “unin-
tended consequences”

“I'm adamantly opposed to it,” said Ted Hintz,
a Republican. “T just think that the fact that it
was in there to set a property value limit is just
ridiculous. If you're a resident, you're a resident.
If we start with the homestead, unfortunately
were not Florida, we don’t have the tourism to
bring in additional revenues”

Hintz added, “Anything you take from one
resident is going to be put on another, whether
it be a landlord, whether it be a small business,
and I believe that if you start charging all the
rental multi-family houses more, because the
rentals, their rents are going up and many of
those are the people that can’t afford and that’s
why they’re renting.”

“I actually agree with Ted,” said Joelyn Leon,
a Democrat, to quiet chuckles in the room.
“There are just so many unknowns and we have
to see the numbers”

“Connecticut is already one of the most ineq-
uitable states in terms of tax structure,” she con-
tinued, “This isn’t going to eliminate these taxes,
it just shifts them, and I'm concerned about
where those shifts will occur. I just think there’s
so much more that we need to understand be-
fore we even consider something like this”

HOF Association Accepting Nominations

The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame
Association is accepting nominations through
Aug. 26.

If you know of who you feel is a worthy can-
didate — which could be an athlete, coach, team,
or contributor — email seidlt@sbcglobal.net for
a nomination packet or go to the Hall of Fame
website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer for in-
formation.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct.
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize
exceptional local athletes and achievements.

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required.
For more information or to register, stop by the
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25,
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a
lunch of twin lobsters or prime rib at this res-
taurant in the heart of downtown Springfield
and a show with Freddie Marion performing
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149.

Beatles Tribute Band & Lunch: Thursday,

Oct. 15. See Studio Two, a Beatles tribute band,
and have lunch at the Farmington Polo Club.
Cost is $132 and includes coach bus transporta-
tion. Depart from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St.,
at 10:30 a.m.

Joshua in Lancaster, Pa.: Nov. 13-15. Fea-
turing two shows: Joshua at the Sight & Sound
Theater and the Holly Jolly Holiday show at the
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater. Cost is $745 per
person double/triple occupancy.

Christmas in Newport: Tuesday, Dec. 8, fea-
turing a visit to the Breakers and Marble House
mansions and lunch at the Wyndham Atlantic
Resort. Cost is $152. Depart from Stop & Shop,
11 East High St., at 8:45 a.m.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Advance registration
is required for all programs unless noted; reg-
ister at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4
p-m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and
a list of regular weekly and monthly activities,
including games, quilting, the Trailblazers walk-
ing group, Bible study, tap dance, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Linefit: The next series runs Mondays, Aug.
17 and 31, Sept. 14 and 28, Oct 19 and Now. 2,
at 2 p.m. Fee is $18, or drop-ins welcome for $5
each week. Class taught by Mariana Sigleski.

The History of Our Hometown with Dean
Markham: Monday, Aug. 17, 10 a.m. Discover
East Hamptonss history, from its Belltown roots
to the community of today. Longtime resident
and historian Dean Markham will share stories
and historic photos. Sponsored by the senior

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

center’s Simply Social Women’s Club. All are
welcome.

Chatham Health Chat: Monday, Aug. 17,
11:30 a.m. A representative from the Chatham
Health District who will discuss the importance
of hydration.

Blood Pressure Checks: Monday, Aug. 17,
12:30 p.m. Offered by the Chatham Health Dis-
trict. Drop-ins welcome.

Nature’s Tiny Heroes Series with Naturalist
Lynn Kochiss: Tuesday, Aug. 18, 10:30 a.m. This
session features a talk on “An Inordinate Fond-
ness for Beetles”

East Hampton Senior Center Kayak Club
Paddle: Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10 a.m., at Lake
Hayward. Stop by the senior center for more in-
formation or call 860-267-4426.

Design & Create Class: Thursday, Aug. 20,
1:30 p.m., with staff member Cindy Houle. Call
the center for more information.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, Aug. 21, 10
a.m. Sponsored by AirLine Cycles. For ages 55
and older. This weeK’s ride is East Bay Bike Path,
India Point Park, 201-2019, India St., Provi-
dence, R.I. There is a stop for lunch.

Drum Circle: Friday, Aug. 21, 12:45 p.m. Join
Mark Zarillo for another session of drumming.
No experience necessary. Cost is $5.

Save the Date for Senior Picnic: The picnic
will be held Sept. 9 at Sears Park, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. This annual event features food, live
music, games, nature presentations and more.
Cost is $3. Sign up in person.

Trip: Picnic on Laurel Island: Wednesday,
Aug. 20, departing at 11:15 a.m. Enjoy your
lunch and a view of Lake Pocotopaug during
an afternoon on Laurel Island. Drive yourself or
take the Senior Center bus for a $4 donation. Is-
land owner Jack Solomon will transport visitors
by boat to the island.

She noted concerns that some people living
in homes with assessed values over $390,000
might live on a fixed income as well, and noted
“we can’t assume that they have more money to
pay more taxes and shift that burden to them.

“I agree,” said Jack Solomon, a Democrat. “I
think another thing is rentals. A burden would
shift to people who are renting”

“We still need to collect those taxes,” said
Leon. “It’s not growing the grand list”

Karen Wanat, a Democrat, still seemed inter-
ested in hearing more about it to make her final
decision.

“I'm not sure if there’s a way to get any num-
bers to help us look at this a little better;” she
said, “because I think part of the issue is that
you have a lot of concepts here and you don’t
really know how any of those are going to play
out for these individual areas that we're talking
about”

She noted that “when we originally chatted
about this and came up with the idea, it was be-
cause there was a shift from commercial to resi-
dential where that residential burden got much
higher and the commercial burden got much
lower, and [we were] trying to see if this oppor-
tunity could bring those back into line”

Cox said he and Finance Director Jeff Jylkka
could provide estimates. He said a rough calcu-
lation they had made estimated that a plan like
this would reduce the grand list by $200 million
and increase the mill rate by a few dollars. They
estimated it would save those that received the
exemption about 10-11 percent on their taxes.

Council member Rich Knotek, a Demo-

Town Changes Course on Homestead Exemption

crat, said he didn’t like the idea of “monkeying
around” with a homestead exemption.

“There’s a basic unfairness to this concept
no matter how you run the numbers. You gotta
remember when we build a grand list we do it
through a reval which presumably goes through
it as best as best can,” Knotek said. “And objec-
tively, [that] recreates what values are for new
properties in the town. And yes, there was more
of a shift in values for residences as opposed to
commercial simply because the values of resi-
dences are more than commercial”

While it ended up burdening some people
more than others, he said, the process was
“about as objective and as fair as you can get””

“Motor vehicle taxes would go up automati-
cally. Why? Because with a smaller tax base
after the exemptions, youd need a higher mill
rate and that higher mill rate has to be applied to
everything and everybody;” said Knotek.

“I think [this proposal] hurts East Hampton;
I think it’s bad for East Hampton. It’s unjust,” he
said, and added, “Where this works really well is
in perhaps vacation towns,” where maybe 40%
of homes were year-round residents.

“We adopt something like this and it’s going
to create a lot of havoc in town and tax unfairly
and in a big way some groups in town while
benefitting others, adding that he thought there
was enough opposition to it that he didn’t want
to put Cox and Jylkka through the work of cal-
culating possibilities.

Council Chair Dean Markham, a Democrat,
said “I join you all” in opposition, and Cox said
the issue was now off the table.

Area businesspeople are invited to con-
nect Thursday, Aug. 20, at the new Biz & Fizz,
a monthly networking social. This month’s
event is on the outdoor patio at Lakeside Bar
& Grill, 81 N. Main St., at 5:30 p.m.

The Biz & Fizz event is on the third Thurs-
day of every month, offering a relaxed envi-
ronment for entrepreneurs and community
members to have casual conversations, ex-

‘Biz & Fizz’ Networking Series

change ideas and build business connections
over food and drinks. Members of the Eco-
nomic Development Commission attend to
gain ideas from the local business community.
There are no requirements or fees to attend.
All are welcome.

The event is open to anyone 21 and older.
No RSVP is required.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Artist for August: Karen Piazza of
Portland. Piazza is a watercolor artist and pot-
ter. Her favorite subjects to paint are café and
market scenes, representing her years of living
in France. Karen also creates functional pottery
with a decorative flair. All are invited to stop by
and see her work during regular library hours.

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
day, Aug. 19, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill levels
welcome; lessons available. For more informa-
tion, contact pjhoffmanl@juno.com.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Aug. 21, 6-8 p.m.
This event might be held outdoors on the lawn,

weather permitting, so plan to bring your lawn
chairs. Come and share your talent or just listen
and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign
up, at 860-267-9093.

Save the Date: All are invited to the library’s
celebration of the nation’s 250th year on Sunday,
Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living History
Collective, will offer a variety of maritime-relat-
ed demonstrations, talks and exhibits. Refresh-
ments will be served on the library’s new porch.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome. Contact the library for
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register,
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p.m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adult Programs: Craft + Crumbs: Adults &
Grades 8-12: Tuesday, Aug. 18, 6 p.m. All are
invited to this snack program that also involves
crafts. Learn to create miniature flowers using
wire and nail polish. No experience needed.

Book Club Al Fresco: Wednesday, Aug. 19,
6:30 p.m. Grab a copy of this month’s selection
and come to Sears Park for a casual discussion
with lakeside views.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Aug. 21,
11:00 a.m. Meet to talk about what we are all
currently reading while enjoying coffee, tea, and
a breakfast treat. Register or drop in.

Tech Help: Thursday, Aug. 27, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required; just bring
your device with you.

Teen Programs: Teen Advisory Board:
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 6 p.m. Plan programs, im-
prove the Teen Space, and take a leadership role
in shaping how the library serves teens like you.

For grades 8-12.

Teen TCG Club: Grades 8-12: Friday, Aug.
21, 1-3 p.m. Players of Magic: The Gathering,
Pokemon, Yu-Gi-Oh!, and more are invited to
join us for an afternoon of friendly competition.
Magic: The Gathering decks will be available for
new players to use.

Crochet (and more!) with Keri: Grades
6-12: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 6 p.m. Meet up in the
Teen Space for a casual evening of crochet and
other crafts. Please register.

Children’s Programs: School Supply Swap:
Saturday, Aug. 15,10 a.m.-1 p.m. Browse donat-
ed school supplies free of charge — no donation
is required to shop.

Mommy and Me Yoga: Monday, Aug. 17,
10:30-11:15 a.m. Caregivers will be guided
through gentle yoga poses and movements
while little ones are welcome to join in or play
freely in the space. For caregivers and children
ages 18 months-5 years. Bring your own mat or
blanket; registration required.

Read to a Therapy Dog: Grades K-3: Tues-
day, Aug. 18, 4:30 p.m. Readers will be assigned
a 15-minute time slot to read to Jovie, a certi-
fied therapy dog. This is an opportunity to read
aloud in a comfortable environment, which can
help improve comprehension and confidence.
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East Hampton’s Calista Nephew, who ran for Mercy High School, will run cross-
country and track at Loyola University of Maryland.

By Josh Howard

After helping secure several state and con-
ference championships at Mercy High School,
Calista Nephew will be attending Loyola Uni-
versity of Maryland where she will compete
with the Division I Greyhounds running pro-
grams that compete in the Patriot League.

Nephew, born and raised in East Hampton,
said the school in Baltimore “checked all the
boxes”

“I was looking for something that was a fit
for me and when I went there it felt like all the
pieces of the puzzle came together;” she added.
“The team was very supportive and the coaches
were very supportive”

Loyola is getting an accomplished runner that

was part of four state championships in high
school, including three straight on the cross-
country trails.

As a senior, she posted a personal-best finish
at the class championship as the Tigers of Mid-
dletown won a third straight Class MM state ti-
tle. She also competed in the State Open all four
years, along with competing multiple times at
the New England and Northeast regionals.

She was also a standout on the track where
she excelled in the 800 meters and as a leg on
multiple relay squads, including closing her
high school career as part of the 4x800 relay
team that won the Class MM state champion-
ship in May.

Matt Conyers, Mercy’s cross-country and

Residents looking for a bit of Hollywood
in East Hampton will have the opportunity
on Saturday, Aug. 15, when the village center
will host a “Date Night Stroll” from 4-9 p.m.
The event will include a meet-and-greet and
book signing with actress and author Illeana
Douglas from 5-7 p.m. at Old Bank Flowers
and Greenery.

Douglas — who is known for her many film
and television appearances, including roles in
Goodfellas, Cape Fear, To Die For and more -
is also a Connecticut native who grew up in
Old Saybrook and later returned there during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Douglas will be signing her 2023 book,
Connecticut in the Movies: From Dream Hous-
es to Dark Suburbia. The book “shines a spot-
light on over 200 films that have shaped the
perception” of Connecticut and is described
as “an exhilarating journey through the over-
looked world of Connecticut cinema.”

Among the movies Douglas mentions in
the book is the 1946 Christmas classic It’s a
Wonderful Life, which prominently featured
a bell manufactured by East Hampton’s own

Actress, Author to Visit Saturday

Bevin Bells.

The “Date Night Stroll” will also feature live
music, food, art and more. There will also be
special events provided by each business in
the center on the night of the event. Events
include:

Pos Rice & Spice - live music from 5-8
p.m.; Dexter’s Tunes, Tales & Ales - Giggle
Juice live music starting at 7 p.m.; Wildcraft
Herb Shoppe - free tea samples for you and
your date; and Belltown Therapeutic Massage
and Wellness, LLC - The retail shop will be
open and the Sauna and Serenity package will
be available, featuring a 10-minute sauna and
a 10-minute chair massage per couple (ad-
vanced registration required).

Also, Le Chic Boutique will be selling
dresses for 25% off (excluding previously
marked down items); ECO Coffee House will
stir up fun date night cocktails; and Mateo’s
Tacos and Cantina as well as Pizza on Main
will be open for food, drinks, and to play pool.

For more information about the Aug. 15
event, search for “Date Night Stroll East
Hampton” on Facebook.

Lions Club
Scholarship Raffle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-
ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship
program. The club each year offers four $1,500
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the
first, second and third prizes are reentered for
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24,
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N.
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951.

Family Owned & Operated
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in Middletown. She is pictured with her teammates following the team capturing the
Class MM cross-country championship this past fall.

track and field head coach, said Nephew was
willing to put in the effort since day one.

“She had big goals and she believed in the
work it would take to get there,” added Cony-
ers. “It’s rare to get an athlete like Calista. She
is as determined as any athlete that I have seen
at Mercy”

Despite all of the success on the trails and
track over the last four years, running wasn’t
Nephew’s first athletic pursuit.

She started as a basketball player in youth
and picked up running cross-country in mid-
dle school to train for the winter season on the
courts.

But once she arrived at Mercy, she decided to
make running a year-round venture, following
in the footsteps of her family.

“My whole family is runners and I thought it
would help me make friends and immerse my-
self in the community, and once I was at Mercy
I kind of fell in love with it noted Nephew,
whose parents are avid distance runners and
whose brother, Cameron, was an all-state run-
ner at Xavier High School.

Once in Middletown, Nephew quickly made
a name for herself and was a key piece to a Ti-
gers running program that elevated to new
heights over the last four years.

Prior to her arrival, Mercy’s cross-country
program hadn’t won a state title since 1993
and she said that the Class of 2026 members
embraced the challenge from day one of high
school.

With a total of four state championships
across the three running seasons, the departing
senior class is the most successful of any sport in

VEFW Lobster Fest

Fowler-Dix-Park VEW 5095 will hold its 20th
annual Lobster Fest Saturday, Sept. 26, at the
Post Home, located at 20 North Maple St.

Tickets cost $60 per person and offer the
holder a choice of 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 pound lobster or
3/4” prime ribeye steak, a baked potato, an ear
of local corn and a cup of Chowder. A pound
of steamers are available for an additional $20.

Tickets can be purchased by contacting VFW
Post 5095 at 860-267-8837.

Dean’s List
Emma Braga of East Hampton made the
spring 2026 Dean’s List at Emmanuel College in
Boston.
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the history of Mercy High School.

“It’s a remarkably special group and Calista
was at the center of it,” stated Conyers, who
added the Nephew has the right mindset for
college running. “She will put in the work, she
holds herself accountable, she holds her coaches
accountable, and she holds her teammates ac-
countable”

Nephew said this year’s senior class pushed
each other in practices and on race days, using
one other for motivation and as a springboard
up the leaderboards.

What once was considered a chore to go for a
run has turned out to be a way of life for Neph-
ew, who stated that she now uses her distance
training to stay “calm.

“The thing I like best about running is you
can do it no matter where you are,” she added.
“If's my own time to relax”

Outside of running, Nephew was a member
of National Honor Society, the Science Nation-
al Honor Society, and the English and French
Honor societies at Mercy. She was also a part
of the Ambassador Program, which welcomes
prospective families, leads campus tours, and
shares personal school experiences, and helps
new students transition smoothly into high
school. She also volunteered at a cat shelter lo-
cally this past year.

In Maryland, Nephew is joining a running
program led by Amy Horst. Horst has been
heading the Greyhounds teams for over a de-
cade.

Nephew said she has a combination of “nerves
and excitement” about her adventure.

“It's definitely scary because Baltimore is a
bigger city and East Hampton is a smaller town
where you always see someone you know;” ex-
plained Nephew, who will study psychology at
Loyola. “But I'm excited to explore somewhere
new and I'll always know I have East Hampton
to come back to, which is reassuring.”

NEW LOCATION!
190 E. High St.,Ste.1
East Hampton, CT 06424
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A Busy
for First Responders

By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton first responders responded to
two serious incidents on Aug. 5 and 6, both in
state parks.

On Aug. 5, East Hampton’s Volunteer Fire
Department responded, along with emergency
medical personnel, East Hampton Police and
state Department of Energy and Environmen-
tal Protection’s (DEEP) Environmental Con-
servation Police, to an ATV accident involv-
ing a 16-year-old boy from East Hampton who
crashed into a tree at Salmon River State Park.

Though initial reports described him as un-
responsive, later reports said that the boy suf-
fered lower leg injuries in the accident that were
described as “not life-threatening” He was air-
lifted via Life Star medical helicopter.

The following day, Aug. 6, police, fire fighters
and EMTs were once again responding to an ac-
cident involving a tree at a state park. This time, a
66-year-old cyclist struck a tree on a trail in Hurd
State Park. He was reported to have neck and
arm injuries, according to the fire department.

“Responding units found the injured party
conscious and alert, but due to the mechanism
of injury hitting a tree, Life Star was requested,’
said Chief of Police Dennis Woessner via a press
release. “The injured party was taken out of the

EHHS Class of ‘67

Reunion
Members of the East Hampton High School
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m.,
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and
pay as you go. Call or text 860-682-2067 to re-
serve your spot.

Week

woods by the Fire Department utilizing their
specialized vehicles and transferred over to the
ambulance. The ambulance transferred the pa-
tient to Life Star, and Life Star took the patient
to Hartford Hospital”

In a Facebook post, Fire Chief Robb Rainville
described the two events as “serious incidents”

“Both incidents occurred in rural areas within
state parks, creating additional challenges for re-
sponders with accessing the patients, providing
care, and coordinating their removal from the
scene,” he wrote. “Incidents like these take a tre-
mendous amount of teamwork and coordination
between multiple agencies. We want to thank
East Hampton Police Department, East Hamp-
ton Ambulance Association, Haddam Neck Fire
Department, East Haddam Fire Department,
Glastonbury Dispatch, Middlesex Paramedics,
Life Star, and Connecticut DEEP EnCon Police
for their assistance and teamwork”

Rainville continued, “We are fortunate to
have strong working relationships with our
neighboring departments and public safety
partners. When emergencies happen in diffi-
cult-to-access areas, that cooperation becomes
even more important”

RTC Meets Next Week

All are invited to the next meeting of the
East Hampton Republican Town Commit-
tee at The Dublin, 42 East High St., at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18.

Attendees will learn about volunteer op-
portunities in the community.

For more information, email ehctgop@
gmail.com or visit easthamptonrtc.com.

Epoch Arts Six-Day Tag Sale

In September, Epoch Arts is holding its annu-
al six-day, two-weekend, indoor, rain or shine,
tag sale.

Shop the Christmas and Holiday Room, or
check out areas like books, arts and crafts, lin-
ens, clothing, kitchen, toys, bath and beauty,
and music. There will be furniture, electronics,
sports, tools and more. All proceeds directly
fund Epoch’s youth programs for the year.

The tag sale runs Friday, Sept. 11, from 2-5
p-m., and Friday, Sept. 18, from noon-5 p.m. On
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20,

Reflective Number
Signs Available

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has drive-
way reflective number signs available for pur-
chase.

Signs cost $50. The vertical sign is double-sid-
ed, 8” x 247, with 4” numbers on blue highway
reflective metal. The signs help first responders
find your home in the event of an emergency.

Order forms are online at www.marlbor-
oughct.gov and at Town Hall.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9
a.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

hours will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The first day of the sale on Sept. 11 will also
feature an early bird special from noon-2 p.m.
with an entrance fee of $25, pay at the door, for
those who wish to have a sneak preview of avail-
able items.

The tag sale will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner
St. For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.

EHMS Soccer, Cross-

Country Registration
East Hampton Middle School student/ath-

letes who are interested in trying out for boys
soccer, girls soccer or boys/girls cross-country
teams can register online at arbitersports.com.

Athletes must have all the proper paperwork
submitted online and have an updated physical
in order to try-out. Registration should be com-
pleted by Sunday, Aug. 23.

For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Back-to-School ‘Unshop’
Clothing Event

Buy Nothing East Hampton is holding its an-
nual Back-to-School ‘Unshop’ Clothing Event
this month.

Residents are asked to donate outgrown
clothing, clean and sorted by size, through Aug.
20 at 20 Oak Knoll Rd. and 85 Champion Hill
Rd. Ttems collected include school-approriate
clothes in sizes 4T through Adult XL (please no
swimwear or Halloween costumes). School sup-
plies in like-new condition, as well as backpacks
and lunchboxes, are also welcome.

Parents and children can then come and “un-
shop” on Saturday, Aug. 22, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
at 20 Oak Knoll Rd. All items are free. Please do
not bring donations the day of the event.
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The Hebron Historical Society will next welcome visitors on Sunday, Sept. 6.

Historical Society to Open Monthly

On Sundays, Sept. 6, Oct. 7 and Nov. 8, from
11 am.-2 p.m., the Hebron Historical Society,
located at 26 Main St., will open its doors and
welcome visitors to see its America 250 exhibit,
which traces Hebron’s development from 10,000
years ago to modern suburb.

“Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of Cy-
berspace” is an exhibit organized around the
theme that the land in Hebron has been shaped
by the people and events that occurred in its
past and will continue to be reshaped it in the
future. Diving into the town’s past, viewers can
gain an understanding that Indigenous people
managed forests for better hunting by burning
the undergrowth encouraging a habitat for spe-
cific plants and animals upon which their lives
depended.

Farming was introduced about 1,000 years
ago. Requiring cleared land, various types of
agriculture have reshaped Hebron until the late
20th century when former fields became sub-
urban developments. Stonewalls throughout
town resulted from clearing the forest allowing
the topsoil of millennia to erode exposing gla-
cial rocks below. Lumber, livestock and crops
became local commodities that linked He-
bron in to a vibrant trade with the West Indies
that brought sugar, rum and slaves in return.
Manufactories using waterpower required the
construction of mill ponds and raceways pre-
venting salmon and other fish from spawning.
Cotton mills processed Southern cotton into us-
able cloth shipped back South to provide slave

clothing. Local wool was turned into fabric.

In the late 19th century, silk manufactur-
ing became an important industry in Amston.
Papermaking, distilling, tools for farming and
woodworking, even an attempt to manufacture
an automobile were at various points attempted
in town. National events like the advent of rail-
roads created stiff competition for farmers in
New England. In the late 1800s and into the lat-
ter 20th century, Hebron farms focused on rais-
ing poultry and dairy herds.

As World War I and World War II brought
the nation into a more global world, rural life in
Hebron changed. The Industrial Revolution al-
lowed for a greater number of luxury and fash-
ionable goods. Fossil fuels provided domestic
lighting in the 19th century and allowed for the
development of gasoline powered automobiles
in the 20th century. The war effort, particularly
during World War II, created opportunities for
women to enter the work force and for many
in Hebron, factory work replaced farming as a
way to earn a living. The development of better
roads and inexpensive automobiles allowed for
the development of suburbs rechanneling rain
runoff and fostering monocultural green lawns.

Changes in the land due to global, national
and regional events have all effected Hebron.
The goal of the exhibit “Defining a Sense of Place
in an Age of Cyberspace” is to allow visitors an
opportunity to understand how a small town
became interconnected with a wider world.

Historical Society Heads to Vermont

Hebron Historical Society was recently in-
vited to join the Vermont Historical Society, at
Mount Independence, in Vermont, to honor the
soldiers who served at Fort Ticonderoga during
the Revolutionary War.

The event featured much discussion of the
men involved as well as their challenges and
successes, and the information gained was valu-
able.

Mary-Ellen and Bob Gonci attended repre-
senting Hebron’s men and answered to the roll
as each name was called. Each regiment was
honored by drum rolls and trumpet blasts.

In the Revolutionary War, Col. Ethan Allen
and 100 Green Mountain boys were asked to
lead the party to capture Ticonderoga by Capt.
Edward Mott, chairman of the Connecticut
Committee of War. An independent movement
in Massachusetts appointed Col. Benedict Ar-
nold as commander-in-chief to do the same.

Capturing the fort was expected to be diffi-
cult due to the British soldiers in residence and
the many inches of snow on the ground, but
the troops were surprised to enter the building
without firing a shot!

Removing the cannons and ammunition was
made easier because of the snow but the cold
temperatures, rocky ground and numerous
trees, made the task treacherous. Much time
was spent felling trees and building sleighs, to
carry the cannons and ammunition. They were
successfully transported to Boston in spite of it,
and used to defend Boston from the British at
Bunker Hill.

The death toll was very high because of a
smallpox epidemic, dysentery and influenza
that occurred due to the unsanitary conditions,
lack of medications and hospital space. Men
were buried in random spaces without grave-

WAIM Fall Flea Market

Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM)
will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon,
at 866 Main St., Willimantic.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market
experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items range
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check.

WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry)
is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon,
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext.
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

stones.

Several Hebron residents served at Fort Ti-
conderoga. Major Stillworthy (Stallworthy/
Worthy) Waters from Hebron served as a staff
officer under Col. Heman Swift of Cornwall and
Lt. Col. Josiah Starr of New Milford. Waters pre-
viously served as a captain of troops to Lexing-
ton in April, 1775. He lived and died in Hebron
and is buried in Marlborough.

Captain Abijah Rowlee from Hebron served
as captain of the 1st Company in the vicinity of
Ticonderoga under Gen. Gates. Riley’s previous
service included: with the 6th Company from
July 6 until his discharge in December 1775;
with Huntington’s 8th Regiment on the Long
Island Sound; and he was ordered to Boston
and took posts at Roxbury in Swift’s Battalion
1st Company.

Rowlee died at Shorham, Vt., where illness
killed many men. The unsanitary living condi-
tions, and disease, primarily smallpox and dys-
entery, were rampant and hospital services were
minimal. Approximately 400-500 men were af-
flicted. These men were buried randomly in a
haphazard fashion and had no gravestones.

Rowlee’s wife never remarried. When she
died, she was buried in the Gilead cemetery.
Her gravestone included an inscription to her
husband:

“Abijah Rolee (1730-1776) Captain in Col.
Swift’s Battalion, Revolutionary War who left his
native land in the defense of his country & died
at Shorham, Vermont, Sept 18th, 1776, age 46”

Also, 1st Lt. Samuel Filer from Hebron served
in Huntington’s CO, Swift’s Battalion. He was a
lawyer and large landholder in Hebron, but lost
his property during the Revolution.

Capt. Elisha Beach from Hebron served in
Swift's 7th Regiment 5th CO, stationed at Fort
Ticonderoga. He was captain of the 5th Com-
pany, under Swift. Previously, Beach served in
the French & Indian War with Jonathan Trum-
bull’s CO., under Col. Day; and as Ensign under
Obadiah Hosford in the 12th Regiment, Capt.
David Tarbox CO.

Beach marched to East Chester to join Wash-
ington’s forces, and served as Lt. Fifth Regiment
under Col. Waterbury 2nd CO. 1775. The regi-
ment raised on first call for troops by act of Leg-
islature April-May, 1775.

Beach had been involved with Hebrons early
militia in many capacities and came forward again
to be of service. He became very ill while in New
York and was actually listed as deceased. Howev-
er, the historical society said it knows he survived,
and he returned to Hebron where he and his fam-
ily lived on Burrows Hill Road. Most members of
his family were buried in the family plot across
the street in the Burrows Hill Cemetery.
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Recent East Hamp-
ton High School
graduate Jack Cote is
one of three recipi-
ents of Liberty Bank’s
fourth annual Kind-
ness Scholarship.

This $5,000 schol-
arship recognizes
eligible students who
attend high school in
a city or town served
by Liberty Bank. To
be considered, gradu-

Jack Cote

Resident Receives Kindness Scholarship

ating high school students must consistently
demonstrate kindness in everyday moments
while maintaining an ongoing and significant
impact in their community.

Cote volunteers with the Haddam Neck
Volunteer Fire Department and at events like
the Haddam Neck Fair and community din-
ners. He also volunteers with Special Olym-
pics and local youth cycling programs.

Cote wants to help communities during
emergencies and natural disasters, and he
will be part of the pre-apprentice lineman
program at the Lineman Institute of the

Concert Save the Date

Save the date for a concert for organ and
strings coming up Sunday, Sept. 20, at 4 p.m., on
the historic Appleton Organ at Second Congre-
gational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 Middle
Haddam Road, Middle Haddam.

The show will be performed by Jan Ulanowitz
and June Ingram. Goodwill donations will be
gratefully accepted. Refreshments will follow in
the church community room.

Call 203-232-7387 for information.

Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover St

* Future Gas Stations, cont. from page 1

a very appealing opportunity comes for devel-
opment in Portland for a gas station and some-
thing else, we could allow this use back into the
regulations.”

Ultimately, Bourret said, it was “just a con-
sensus between the board and myself that, ‘Hey,
nine gas station seems like an appropriate num-
ber for the town of Portland.”

Portland is not alone in its recent squelching
of future gas stations. According to CT Insider,
Old Lyme’s Planning Commission voted in July
2025 to remove gas stations as a permitted use,
after it determined the town’s four existing sta-
tions were enough to serve residents.

Also last year, East Hartford approved an
18-month moratorium on new gas station ap-
plications, CT Insider reported, so that town of-
ficials could study whether additional stations
are needed. East Hartford currently has 18 gas
stations, CT Insider said.
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Volunteer Sought

The new East Hampton-based organization
The Commissions on Aging in Connecticut.
(COACT) is looking for a volunteer with office
computer skills to spend 4 to 8 hours per week
helping to grow and administer the group.

The new organization is encouraging sharing
of ideas, plans and best practices among town
Commissions on Aging (COAs) and similar
groups, in the hopes of improving the lives of
older adults.

The volunteer would with outreach to expand
COACT’s database of contact information for

President’s List

East Hampton residents Patience Hettrick
and Sage Lynch made the spring 2026 Presi-
dent’s List at Goodwin University in East Hart-
ford.

leaders of town COAs, and would also be a con-
tact person for newly interested people. Other
desirable help would be note-taking and distri-
bution for monthly meetings, creation of flyers,
and updating a calendar of task due dates.

If interested, contact organizer Eric Rosen-
berg, MD, at COAchair@EastHamptonCT.gov
for more information.

Congregational
Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon
providing the sermon.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call
the office at 860-267-5989. Office hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Volunteer.The
Benefits Are
Extraordinary!

PROTECTORS
7 ANIMALS

Extraordinary Benefits:
You'll feel really, really good!
You'll meet delightful dogs,
fabulous felines, and some

pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:
East Hampton &
Wethersfield facilities -
Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

East Hartford facility -
Cats: clean & feed;
socialization; medical &
placement teams

CALL:
860-569-0722

VISIT:
WWW.poainc.org

O11

Emergency! Gall 911

This responsibility is sanctioned by God (Romans 13:1-6) and by
history. It involves the PROTECTION of life and property, the
PREVENTION of crime, the DETECTION and arrest of offenders,
the PRESERVATION of peace and order, the ENFORCEMENT of
the laws, and the RESCUE of those in distress and danger.

Emergency! “Save Me, 0 Lord”

This cry from the heart of one poor, repenting sinner is immediately
heard by an ever present, all-knowing, all-compassionate God who is
waiting to meet the deepest need of every human heart. The Lord
Jesus Christ is waiting to save and rescue your soul.

The RIGHT PERSON to CALL upon:

ing.
orm
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early access starting at $49/month.

Scan the QR code
waitlis
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SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages
10:45 am Morning Worship
6:30 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

This message is dedicated to our
law enforcement officers who risk
their lives daily so that they might
remove criminals from the streets
and keep us safe.

“They have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image,
and pray unto a god that CANNOT SAVE. Look unto ME. and BE
YE SAVED, all the ends of the earth: for | AM GOD, and there is
none else” (Isaiah 45:20, 22). “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). “Give us help from trouble: for
vain is the help of man” (Psalm 60:11 ).
The RIGHT REASONS for making the CALL:

“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy Name: and
deliver us, and purge away our sins, for Thy Name’s sake ... Help me,

O LORD my God: O save me according to Thy mercy: That they may

know that this is Thy hand; that Thou, LORD, hast done it” (Psalm
79:9; 109:26-27). “ .. .in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have
(desires) all men to be SAVED, and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God, and one MEDIATOR between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus™ (1 Timothy 2:3-5).

The RIGHT CALL:
“The same Lord over all is rich unto all that CALL upon Him. For
whosoever shall CALL upon the Name of the Lord shall be

saved” (Joel 2:32; Romans 10:12-13). “BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). “For the SON OF
MAN is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
Why not look to and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ so that you might
find God’s SAVING GRACE and His EVER PRESENT HELP!

Middletown Bible Church * 860-346-0907
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457

Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent e Bible Centered e Christ Exalting
Contact us if you are interested in a free Bible

correspondence course.
BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day.
BIBLELINE for CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103

RE8-14-26

CIT7-30-26
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold a
community dinner on Saturday, Aug. 15, from
4-5:30 p.m. or until sold out.

The menu will include your choice of meat
or vegetable lasagna, Italian sausage, garlic
bread, fresh fruit cup, and your choice of des-
serts. The cost is $18.

This is a take-out-only dinner, with no pre-
orders or reservations. Servers will come to

St. Peter’s Lasagna Dinner

your car, take your order and payment, and
bring your meal and dessert(s) back to your
back seat or trunk. There is no need to get out
of your car.

A portion of each meal sold will go toward
supporting the Andover food bank. For more
details, contact the church at 860-228-3244 or
visit www.StPetersHebron.com. St. Peter’s is
located at 30 Church St. (Route 85) in Hebron.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The weekly bulletin is at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church.

Worship - Summer Hours in Effect: Sun-
day worship is at 9:30 a.m. Services can also be
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC.

This Week: Saturday, Aug. 15, 9:30 a.m., Wise

Warrior Yoga in the Garden; Monday, Aug. 17,
9:30 a.m., Online Bible Study via Zoom; Mon-
day, Aug. 17, 7 p.m., Board of Christian Ed
meeting in Parish House; Tuesday, Aug. 18, 7:30
p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day, Aug. 19, 9:30 a.m., Wise Warrior Yoga in
the Garden; Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10:45 a.m.,
Book Group in the Social Hall; Thursday, Aug.
20, 7 p.m., Church Council Meeting in Parish
House.

Coming Soon: Outdoor Garden Summer
Worship: Sunday, Aug. 23, at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited for worship in Gilead’s Garden. Bring a
lawn chair, water, and dress for the weather.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
worshipcenter.church and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on social media. Connect
with the library at www.facebook.com/Wor-
shipCenterCT, youtube.com/@worshipcenterct
and instagram.com/theworshipcenterct.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World?” All adults welcome.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Aug. 20.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited
every first and third Friday of the month from
6:30-9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-

ing: Aug. 21.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

2026 Women’s Retreat: From 5 p.m. Aug.
28 through 1 p.m. Aug. 30, at Enders Island in
Mystic. Sign-ups still available.

Youth Ministry, End of Summer + Back-
To-School Party: Friday, Aug. 28, 6:30-9:30
p.m. Youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome
to come hungry for food, community and God’s
word.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the
church office for more details. Training sessions
still meeting at the church on Saturdays from
8-9am.

Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHEF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 am.-1 p.m.
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC
Sunday at 8 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both
groups are on hiatus for the summer months.
All rehearsals take place at CHF from 7-8:30
p.m. and will resume Tuesday, Sept. 22, for the
Choir and Thursday, Sept. 24, for the Praise
Band. New voices and instruments are always
welcome.

Knights of Columbus Take-Out Chicken
Barbecue on Aug. 15: Parishioners can pur-
chase tickets for the event through Aug. 14,
either by using the link emailed to them on
July 24 or by accessing www.goodshepherdct.
org/events-1. Cost is $17 per meal and must be
paid in advance by credit card or PayPal. The
meal includes half a chicken, a side of barbecue
sauce, corn on the cob, coleslaw, beans, corn-
bread, and a brownie. Pick up your orders from
the Knights on Aug. 15 in the CHF church hall
(entrance in the back of the church) at the time
selected when tickets were purchased: either 5-6
p.m. or 6-7 p.m. Note: This is a pre-order-only
event; please, no “walk-ups”

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Sept. 13.
Cereal donations are also welcome any time;

place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month.
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance)
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day.
The next due date is Aug. 25. Contact Diane
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Flowers for Statue of Blessed Mother: Dur-
ing the summer months, parishioners are in-
vited to donate fresh-cut flowers from their gar-
dens or a store to place at CHF’s statue of Mary.
Email parishhands@goodshepherdct.org for
details if you wish to donate.

Faith Formation: Teachers are needed for the
2026-27 faith formation classes. Classes meet
on Sunday mornings at CHF. Call Nina Rome-
ro-Caron at 860-228-3727 ext. 108 or email her
at parishdre@goodshepherdct.org to sign up or
for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps,
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation.
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side
garage door). Donations can also be brought to
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through
September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners
who may need them. Contact the parish office
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where
to donate.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is open. For
more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Hebron Day: Aug. 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Vet-
erans Parks and St. Peter’s Pickleball Courts.

Tuesday Night 30+ Adult Pick-Up Basket-
ball: Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., at the Hebron Elemen-

tary School main gym. Participants are required
to register/pay online and check in with staff
upon arrival. Runs through Aug. 25.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m., from
Sept. 3-Oct. 15, at Gilead Hill School.This is a
low-impact form of exercise focusing on a series
of slow, graceful, and continuous movements.

Take Great Photos with Your Smartphone:
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Parks and
Recreation Office. For both iPhones and An-
droids.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For a full listing of
weekly events and more information, call the
library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.
org.

idult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1
p.m. 8/21: Project Hail Mary (rated PG-13).

School Supply Drive: Runs through Aug. 19.
Have extra school supplies? Place them in the
collection box in the lobby.

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Regis-
ter to learn how to use the library’s new Bambu
printers every Monday evening. All ages and
experience levels welcome, but children under
12 must be accompanied by a parent. Register

on the library website or by calling the library.

Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join our informal
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. The Chess
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their
skills

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Mondays,
4-5 p.m. Get creative and build some Lego cre-
ations.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St.
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the
parish hall. Rite 1 will be celebrated in August.
The service is streamed live on Facebook; visit
www.stpetershebron.com to join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m., via Zoom. Call the office at 860-228-
3244 for Zoom information.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Aug. 25, 1-6 p.m.,
in Phelps Hall. Reservations may be made at
RedCrossblood.org.

Meditation Class: Aug. 26, 4:30-5 p.m. Ca-
rissa Johnson will lead a “Loving Kindness”
meditation class in the church sanctuary. All are
welcome to attend.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the

church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for
more information on the following: Balance
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect:
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden
Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds,
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy,
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St.
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning
group meets the third Thursday of each month
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary. All
are welcome.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s
Bible Study. The current series is: “Seven Chris-
tian Rules Christians Should Break as Often as
Possible.”

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. For more infor-
mation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 860-
228-5134. Application forms are at www.clec-
chebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
There are open food pantry days held to distrib-
ute food staples, household and hygiene items
as well as Bibles and prayers. For more infor-
mation about donating or participating in food
pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Celebrate Special August Days

All are invited to join the Hebron Historical
Society on Saturday, Aug. 15, from 10 a.m.-1
p.m., at Burrows Hill School (125 School House
Rd.) as the society celebrates special August
days: National Kool-Aid Day, National Inventor
Week, and Back to School Prep Day.

Burrows Hill Cemetery will also be open to
facilitate visits with some of its notable resi-
dents.

The society will have games and history for
all ages. Sip your Kool-Aid in comfort as you
rest your feet while sitting in this original 1700s
school. Take time to color Mr. Kool-Aid, draw
on a slate board, soak in some early history, or
wander outside to play cornhole toss. Don't for-
get to visit the iconic two-room outhouse!

Developed in Nebraska 1927 as a way to re-
duce shipping cost of its liquid predecessor,
Fruit Snack, Kool-Aid has become one of the
longest standing popular drinks in history. As
society has changed so have the flavors of this
powdered drink and it is now available with a
sugar-free alternative.

To mark National Inventors Week, the soci-
ety will celebrate two Hebron inventors, Samuel
Morey and Jeremy Taylor, whose patented im-
provements still impact people today, the soci-
ety said. Little is known of Taylor but Morey is
well-documented, the society added.

Samuel Morey was born on October 23, 1762
in Hebron, Connecticut. In 1768, the family
moved to Orford, N.H. Morey holds 20-30 pat-
ents for windmills and other power sources and
Lake Morey in Vermont is named for him.

Early in his life, Morey experimented with

steam power and in 1790, was able to harness
steam from a kettle to turn the spit in his fire-
place. In 1793, he used the same principle to
design the first steam boat with paddle wheels.
By 1797, Morey had designed a crank-motion
engine and built a steamship with side panels.
The first U.S. patent for an internal combustion
engine was granted to Morey in 1826. Robert
Fulton is said to have “borrowed” Morey’s im-
provements and history credits him with the
first successful steamboat.

As for Jeremy Taylor, he received the first He-
bron U.S. patent in 1836, for improvements to
Bit Stock. These braces were manufactured in
the Hope Valley area of Hebron. The original
patent was lost in the 1836 U.S. Patent office fire.

Following the visit to Burrows School, all are
invited to meander down the road to Burrows
Hill Cemetery (295 Burrows Hill Rd.) to be fur-
ther informed of the lives of some of Hebron’s
notable citizens interred at this old cemetery,
including the following:

Capt. Elisha Beach, who served in Hebron’s
militia during the French and Indian War and
later during the Revolutionary War, with the
7th Regiment under Col. Herman Swift, in the
expedition and capture of The British held posi-
tion at Fort Ticonderoga, N.Y,;

Harvy N. Johnson, who, enlisting in October
1861, joined the Union Army during the Civil
War;

Peggy Dow, wife of Preacher Lorenzo Dow,
who is interred in the cemetery in a standing-
up position; and Adele White, the last person to
teach at the Burrows Hill Schoolhouse.
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Councilors Discuss Solar Project, Department Review

By Toriana Williams

At the Hebron Town Council meeting on
Aug. 6, the board extended Donna Lanza’s time
as interim town manager as the town continues
its search for a permanent manager. The council
also began looking at how it might participate in
the state review of a proposed solar project on
Meeting House Road and heard their first op-
erational review from town departments.

Search For Town Manager Inches Closer

The council unanimously voted to keep Lanza
as interim town manager through Sept. 5. At the
same time, councilors said they have selected fi-
nalists for the permanent positions and expect
them to visit Hebron later this month.

“We are still on target to meet our deadline
of getting our new town manager in by Septem-
ber,” said Town Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a
Democrat.

Solar Project Moves to State Review

A solar panel project is being proposed on
private property on Meeting House Road,
owned by a developer or investor from Glaston-
bury. The property is near Gilead Hill School
and down the street from Gilead Congregation-
al Church.

Because the project is being reviewed by the
Connecticut Siting Council, local officials have
limited authority on the project and if it moves
forward.

“The town or Planning and Zoning does not
have very much authority over whether or not
or how this project goes,” said Lanza.

The town could, however, request party or
intervener status in the state case. That would
give Hebron a greater role in the proceedings,
including the ability to provide testimony or
recommendations.

“It is private property, and it’s a developer or
an investor from Glastonbury that is moving

forward with this project,” said Lanza.

Thiele added, “And just to be totally clear,
the town doesn’t own any piece of this property
that’s being developed”

The council did not decide whether or not
to seek party or intervener status. Instead, the
members said they wanted to learn more about
the process and determine the deadline for
making a request.

“I think it’s worth to just gather the informa-
tion so that the council can make a decision at
potentially a later meeting whether we want to
do that or not,” said Thiele.

Public Comment

Resident Chris Cyr said he believed the afore-
mentioned developer had recently filed its pe-
tition with the CT Siting Council and that the
town had 30 days to seek party status in the case.

“We have no choice but to do that and voice
a very clear opposition to the project,” Cyr said.

He acknowledged that the town’s options are
limited under the state review process, but he
urged officials to take part.

“The town just needs to step up and do what’s
right for us,” he said.

Emergency Team Provides
Department Review

The council received their first operational
review of the towns emergency management
program, including its Community Emergency
Response Team, or CERT.

Hebron currently has 23 CERT members. The
volunteers are trained civilians who assist pro-
fessional first responders during emergencies
and other events. They have completed at least
a 24-hour basic training course and meet every
month for more training.

CERT members help with structure fires,
search-and-rescue calls, traffic control, first aid

The Hebron Historical Society invites all
to a program on Revolutionary Connecticut
at Douglas Library, 22 Main St., on Saturday,
Aug. 15, at 6:30 p.m.

This presentation by the Connecticut Mu-
seum of Culture and History will answer
many questions of what the American Revo-
lution meant to and affected the people of
Connecticut.

Drawing from the museum’s collection of
artifacts and documents, the program will

Revolutionary Connecticut

explore the roots of Revolutionary sentiment
in Connecticut through the eyes of ordinary
people. How did patriot and loyalist experi-
ence the traumatic circumstances of war while
trying to meet the needs of everyday life?

This is an America 250 family program,
sponsored by the Hebron Historical Society
and Douglas Library of Hebron. Donations
are appreciated.

No registration required. For more infor-
mation, call the library at 860-228-9312.

Personal Property Tax Bills Due

The town’s acting revenue collector reminds
taxpayers personal property bills were mailed
July 15, are due Aug. 1, and may be paid without
penalty by Sept. 1. The bills are for taxes levied
on the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2025.

Personal property bills shall be due in a single
installment on Aug. 1. The personal property
bills will be based on the mill rate of 36.96, as
approved by the Board of Finance on June 23.

This August collection for personal property
bills is not to be confused with the real estate
(first installment) and motor vehicle tax bills
that were due July 1 and delinquent after Aug. 3.

If you feel you should have received a bill and
have not received it, contact the acting revenue
collector’s office at 860-228-5971 to obtain a
copy. State statutes dictate that failure to receive
a bill does not invalidate the amount due or
when it will be considered delinquent.

Personal property tax bills may be paid
through Sept. 1 without penalty. Payments re-

EASTCONN
Adult Graduation

EASTCONN, one of Connecticut’s six re-
gional educational service centers, honored its
Adult Education Class of 2026 at a graduation
ceremony June 10 at Parish Hill High School in
Chaplin.

Among the graduates was Kristen Rodriguez
of Amston, who received a high school diploma.

Summer Concert Series
to Wrap U

The Town Center Project (TTCP) will wrap
up the Hebron Summer Concert Series on Fri-
day, Aug. 14, on the side lawn of 17 Main St.,
Century 21. Picnics welcome.

The local duo One Part Harmony will per-
form folk, country and rock music.

Follow on Facebook at facebook.com/town-
centerprojectinc for current updates, or at www.
thetowncenterproject.org for more information
on TTCP.

ceived/postmarked Sept. 2 or later will be sub-
ject to interest retroactively to the Aug. 1 due
date in accordance with Connecticut General
Statutes. Initial interest starting Sept. 2 is 3%
of the principle due, with a minimum of $2 per
tax account.

Checks are made payable to: Town of Hebron.
Payments may be mailed to our lockbox collec-
tion service: Town of Hebron CT Tax, P.O. Box
843137, Boston, MA 02284-3137. A drop-off
box is located on the lower level, south side of
the Hebron Town Hall building (15 Gilead St,
Hebron) for payments. See www.hebronct.com
for online payment options and instructions
and note that credit/debit card and e-check
transactions must be made online and cannot
be processed at Town Hall. Town Hall payments
can only be accepted as cash, check, bank check
or money order.

The collector’s office is located in the lower
level of the Town Hall at 15 Gilead St. Hours are
Monday to Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday,
8 am.-6 p.m.; and Friday 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Addi-
tionally, the tax and assessor’s offices are closed
for lunch Monday through Thursday from
12:30-1:15 p.m.

and community events.

The team also works with emergency man-
agement organizations in neighboring towns
Andover and Marlborough. The towns have a
mutual aid agreement that allows the groups to
combine their resources.

“When one team goes, they all go,” said Paul
Bancroft of Emergency Management. “It gives
us more manpower, gives us more resources.”

The volunteers contributed 674 personnel
hours to public safety work in 2025. Using a
federal value of $32.49 per hour for volunteer
emergency workers, Bancroft said the hours
represented $22,572 in volunteer labor.

“We are a visible form of communication,
kind of eyes and ears of the first responders,” he
said.

Bancroft stressed that CERT volunteers are
meant to help professional responders, not re-
place them. “So your volunteer CERTs are force
enhancers,” he explained.

Town Continues Financial Work

The council discussed the towns financial
policies. The Board of Finance recently held a
discussion about the town’s fund balance policy.
Council members said Hebron has been above
the upper limit set by the current policy for
many years.

“Maybe longer, we have been significantly
above the upper limit of the current policy;” said
Councilor Keith Petit, a Republican. He shared
that does not mean the town has a problem with
having too much money in reserves. Instead,
the policy may no longer reflect how the town
manages its funds or current bonding require-
ments.

“Not that that’s a bad thing,” he said, “but, you
know, the policy does need to be updated”

The BOF is expected to continue reviewing
the policy.

The town is also finishing its fiscal year 2024
audit. Officials said they have met with the audi-

tor and with the state Office of Policy and Man-
agement about several findings and a corrective
action plan. The town was targeting an audit
release date of Aug. 14.

Bridge Work Continues

Work on the Old Colchester Road bridge is
also moving forward after a short delay while
crews waited for rebar.

“They started pouring the concrete abut-
ments last week,” said Lanza. “It's continuing
this week”

The project remains on schedule for comple-
tion by Nov. 30, assuming the weather holds
well and materials stay on schedule.

The project has also led to increased traffic
on nearby roads. Town officials urged drivers to
slow down on Niles Road and Northam Road,
where the town has received complaints about
speeding.

“The speeding on the detour roads, Niles
Road and Northam Road especially, is an issue,”
said Lanza. “We’ve had many complaints, and
we don’t want any accidents.”

Other Business

In lighter news, the council also approved a
new pickleball advisory subcommittee due to
the growth of the sport in town. The committee
will advise Parks and Recreation on pickleball-
related matters.

The council also approved a resolution allow-
ing Lanza to act on the town’s behalf in connec-
tion with a state grant and conservation ease-
ment involving the O’Connor property. The
resolution is part of the town’s effort to receive
reimbursement from the state for the property.

Work on the roof at Gilead Hill School is
nearly finished. Officials are evaluating ad-
ditional fire-stop work and an issue with the
RHAM middle and high school generator proj-
ect that damaged an existing automatic transfer
switch. A replacement switch has been ordered.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
see the online senior newsletter at hebronct.
com/town-departments/senior-center, or call
the center at 860-228-1700. Registration is re-
quired for all programs, unless noted, by call-
ing the center or stopping in. If the program
has a fee you must pay at the time of registration
with cash or check. Register at the programs/
transportation office window.

Special Events: Popcorn and a Movie: Mon-
days at 1 p.m. Aug. 17: Project Hail Mary (2026,
PG-13, two hours and 36 minutes).

Four-Week Pottery Workshop: Fridays be-
ginning Aug. 14, 9-11 a.m. Learn simple tech-
niques to make your own unique pottery pieces;
no experience needed. All materials provided.
Open studio time will also be available.

Family Ties Tie Dye Ice Cream Social:
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 1 p.m. Bring the kids,
grandkids, and great-grandchildren!

End-of-Summer Cookout: Wednesday, Aug.
26, 12:30 p.m. Menu will consist of cheeseburg-
ers, beans, pasta salad, watermelon, and cake.
Games will also be offered.

Trips: Logee’s Greenhouse and Zip’s Diner:
Thursday, Aug. 19, 10 a.m. Cost is $5, plus mon-
ey for shopping and lunch. Visit the nursery lo-
cated in Danielson, followed by lunch.

UConn Dairy Bar: Thursday, Aug. 27, 1 p.m.
Cost is $2 plus money for your ice cream.

The Big E: Wednesday, Sept. 23. Cost $5 per
person; tickets can be purchased online or at the
gate. It's Connecticut day at the Big E! Sign-up
begins Aug. 24 for Hebron residents and Sept. 8
for non-residents.

Annie at the Goodspeed Opera House with

Lunch at the Gelston House: Thursday, Dec. 3.
Cost is $112 per person (includes transporta-
tion, ticket, and lunch). Space is limited; pur-
chase tickets by Oct. 3.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior
center.

Monday through Friday: Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m,, or 9 a.m.-noon on
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10
a.m.

Tuesdays: Tech Connect Appointments, 9-11
a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-reg-
istration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Weekly Shopping Trip (locations
vary), 8:15 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m;
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
am.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg,
12:45-3:15 p.m,; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.;
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

President’s List

Jeremy Leo of Amston made the spring 2026
President’s List at Goodwin University in East
Hartford.
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Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN 24/7 |
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Discovery Zone learing Center

R 4o

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

RE6-18-21
—




Page 28
Obituaries

NEWS BULLETIN + August 14, 2026

Colchester

Cathy Anne Krepc1o

Cathy Anne Krepcio
(Salois), 72, of Colches-
ter, passed away Monday, |
Aug. 10, at home sur-
rounded by the love of her
family.

Cathy was born Sept.
18, 1953, in Hartford, to
Armand and Midge Sa-
lois. On April 26, 1975,
she married the love of
her life and best friend,
Richard. They shared more than 50 years of
marriage filled with spark, energy, and devo-
tion.

They built their home in Colchester in 1983,
and Cathy became a bus driver for ClarK’s
Transportation, where she worked for many
years. She later held various jobs, most recently
with Caring Community, where she remained
until her retirement in 2023.

When she was not working, Cathy could of-
ten be found with her hands in the dirt, tend-
ing the beautiful gardens around her yard. She
loved hunting for shark’s teeth and shells on
trips with Rich to Florida’s west coast. In recent
years, she found special joy in nurturing Mon-
arch butterflies — planting gardens thick with
butterfly weed, bringing in caterpillars to watch
them cocoon, and releasing the butterflies after
they hatched.

Cathy was fiery, feisty, and unafraid to say ex-
actly what was on her mind, whether you want-
ed to hear it or not. That was part of what made
her so deeply loved by so many.

In addition to her husband, Rich, Cathy is
survived by her three children: Stacey Olivieri
and her husband, Mike, of Bradenton, Fla,;
Corrina Krepcio and her fiancé, Bert Marvin,
of Colchester; and Richard Jr. and his fiancée,
Christine McNichols Foley, of Colchester. She
also leaves behind her grandchildren: Joshua
Oliveri and his wife, Jessica; Rachel Nye and her
husband, Bruce; Elizabeth; Luke; Nicholas OI-
ivieri and his wife, Adrienne; Caroline; Dylan;
Anthony; Emily and bonus grandchildren Kyle
and Ethan. Cathy is also survived by her great-
grandchildren: Marley, Jack, Layla, Charlie, and
Eloise; as well as her brother, Stephen Salois.

She was predeceased by her parents.

The family is deeply grateful to Cathy’s dear-
est friend, Maggie, for her constant love and

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments « Markers « Mausoleums
10% OFF

any
monument

(in stock) w/ this ad, must present

ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any

other offer. Certain sizes on certain
products. Expires 7/31/26.

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering « Pet Markers
Duplicate Work « Designing

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties
Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT

860-886-6200
231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT

860-443-8744
366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT

860-456-8658

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com
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support in recent months, and for helping en-
sure Cathy could spend her final days at home.
We will always be thankful.

Private services will be held at the conve-
nience of the family.

In lieu of calling hours or flowers, donations
may be made to the National Coalition for the
Homeless or The Monarch Joint Venture.

Colchester

Carolyn Anne Noel

Carolyn Anne Noel,
75, of Colchester and for-
merly of Stafford Springs,
passed away peacefully at
home on Saturday, Aug.
8, with her beloved family
lovingly by her side.

Carolyn was born in
Hartford on Feb. 4, 1951,
the daughter of the late
Frank and Annette (Tre-
lor) Miller. The fourth of
six children, she grew up in Stafford Springs and
graduated from Stafford High School.

On Aug. 24, 2013, Carolyn married Daniel
Noel. What began with car repairs blossomed
into many loving years together, including va-
cations in the snowy mountains of New Hamp-
shire, the turquoise blue waters of the Carib-
bean, and weekly flower deliveries. In later
years, Danny faithfully brought Carolyn’s love of
Christmas to life; hanging every wreath, setting
up a full-size sleigh in the yard, and filling their
Jeep Cherokee “sleigh” with gifts for her two
favorite children, their spouses, and her many
four-legged grandchildren.

Carolyn attended and graduated from Bur-
dett College in Boston. After that, she devoted
many years of her life to public service. She was
the first female inspector in Connecticut for the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and
later served her community for many years as a
mail carrier for the United States Postal Service
before retiring.

Carolyn had a spirited and generous person-
ality, living life with a casual grace. She once
drove a ’69 Camaro that she never forgot, and
she loved arriving at the beach in time to watch
the sunrise. She enjoyed gardening, tending to
her flowers, watching the birds, and simply be-
ing in the sun.

Carolyn loved a good laugh, coffee, Christ-
mas, finding exactly the right gift for someone,
seafood, and burnt hot dogs. Throughout every
time of change in Kate’s and Matthew’s lives, she
made sure they had everything they needed,
whether that meant things for a new apartment,
or simply checking in, she always went out of
her way to look after them. Above all else, Caro-
lyn loved her two children.

Carolyn is survived by her beloved husband,
Daniel Noel; her daughter, Kate Patterson, and
her husband, Joe Coppola, of Middletown; her
son, Matthew Patterson, and his wife, Christi-
anna, of Sprague; her sister, Marie Rusnak and
her husband, Bruce, of Tampa, Fla.; her brother,
Wayne Miller and his wife, Cheryl, of Stafford;
and her brother, Steve Miller and his wife, Pa-
tricia, of Denver, Colo. She is also survived by
many nieces, nephews, extended family mem-
bers, friends, and her many four-legged grand-

DOMINICK &

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
-Cleaning - Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,

Colchester
located w/ Colchester Florist

SONS}
NCRE

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no

more than a family can afford.”

children.

In addition to her parents, Carolyn was pre-
deceased by her brothers, George Miller and
Frank Miller.

Carolyn’s humor, generosity, and deep devo-
tion to her family will be greatly missed and lov-
ingly remembered by all who knew her.

Calling hours were held at the Aurora-Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd,,
Colchester, on Tuesday, Aug. 11. Burial took
place Wednesday, Aug. 12, at St. Edward Ceme-
tery, 22 West Stafford Rd., Stafford Springs. Fol-
lowing the burial, family and friends are invited
to a reception at Carolyn and Danny’s home in
Colchester.

To offer online condolences or share a story
of Carolyn, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.

East Hampton

David Albert Luke

David Albert Luke,
82, of East Hampton, be-
loved husband of Joyce
(Zick) Luke, passed away
peacefully at his home
surrounded by his lov-
ing family. Born Dec. 20,
1943, in Winchester, he
was the son of thelate On- |
esime and Rose Hamel. \

Dave was raised in New ‘
Britain and moved to East '
Hampton in 1974, where he and Joyce made
their home and raised their family. Dave was a
skilled auto body mechanic and was employed
by Kenwood Auto Body in Berlin for 45 years. A
dedicated and talented craftsman, he took great
pride in his work and possessed an extraordi-
nary ability to build, repair, and create with his
own hands.

He is survived by his devoted wife, Joyce;
his children, David Luke and his wife, Melis-
sa, of Amston, and Diane Chiappetta and her
husband, James, of Trumbull; and his beloved
grandchildren, Nicole Cunningham and her
husband, Patrick, and James Chiappetta.

He was predeceased by his 10 siblings,
Charles Hamel, Joseph Hamel, Patrick Hamel,
Albert Hamel, Lexi Sardilli, Patricia D’Amato,
Melvina Lavigne, Wayne Luke, Nancy Mitchell,
and Beverly Welch.

At the center of Dave’s life was his wife, Joyce,
with whom he shared 62 years of marriage and
65 years together. Their story began in New
Britain, where they met at a dance and began
a lifelong partnership marked by love, devo-
tion, and an unwavering commitment to one
another. Together, they raised their children,
David and Diane, and created a close and lov-
ing family that remained Dave’s greatest source
of pride. Throughout their many years togeth-
er, Dave and Joyce were not only husband and
wife, but best friends and constant companions.
Their enduring marriage was a testament to the
remarkable life and love they shared.

Dave was happiest when working with his
hands. Whether working on cars in the garage
or spending time in his woodshop, he was a gift-
ed craftsman who could build or repair nearly
anything. Over the years, he devoted countless
hours to building, improving, and caring for the

Atrora- ﬂlrLalIhu
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family home. Much of what the home became
was the result of Dave’s craftsmanship and dedi-
cation, and his handiwork will remain a lasting
reminder of him for generations to come.

His lifelong appreciation for automobiles ex-
tended well beyond his career. Among his most
treasured accomplishments was the restoration
of his 1969 Chevrolet Camaro, a labor of love
that became his pride and joy and reflected both
his remarkable craftsmanship and his lifelong
passion for cars. Dave was also an enthusiastic
NASCAR fan and was well known among family
and friends for his annual Daytona 500 parties.
An avid hunter, Dave treasured the tradition of
opening day of deer season each November.

Above all, Dave was devoted to his family.
He found his greatest happiness in the time he
spent with those he loved. He enjoyed Sunday
drives through Vermont with Joyce, watching
his grandchildren play softball and baseball,
attending the races, and spending warm days
relaxing by the pool surrounded by family and
friends. It was in these simple moments, shared
with the people closest to him, that Dave found
the greatest joy.

Dave will be remembered for his devotion
to his family, his remarkable craftsmanship, his
strong work ethic, and the many traditions and
memories he created throughout his life. His
presence will be deeply missed, and the life he
built — both with his hands and with those he
loved - will remain his enduring legacy.

Friends may call at Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, on Monday, Aug.
17, from 10-11:30 a.m. A graveside service will
follow at Swedish Cemetery in Portland at noon.

To leave online condolences, please visit the
Spencer Funeral Home website at www.spen-
cerfuneralhomeinc.com.

East Haddam

Russ Reid Bochain

Russ Reid Bochain, 76, |
of East Haddam, passed
away unexpectedly Fri-
day, July 31. Born Jan. 6,
1950, in Hartford, Russ |
was the son of the late |
Matthew and Mariel Bo-
chain. He grew up in East
Haddam and remained
deeply connected to the
land and community that
shaped his life.

Russ pursued higher education with determi-
nation and success, earning a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Connecticut in Storrs
and later an MBA. His academic achievements
laid the foundation for a remarkable career with
the United States Postal Service (USPS), where
he dedicated decades of service. Starting as a
mail clerk in Amston, Russ steadily advanced
through various roles, ultimately contributing
to logistics management for the USPS Northeast
Region. His work often took him to cities like
Boston, New York, and Buffalo as he collaborat-
ed with postal inspectors on investigations into
workman’s compensation claims. Known for his
sharp mind and practical approach to problem-
solving, Russ thrived in management despite its
challenges. His blend of attention to detail and
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Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

Please call our office for personalized
‘ informatiop on costs and services.



NEWS BULLETIN « August 14, 2026

Obituaries

strategic thinking earned him respect among
colleagues and friends.

Beyond his professional accomplishments,
Russ was a man of many passions. He found
joy in golf outings followed by a beer and cigar,
managing home improvement projects with
precision, and exploring nature in Devil's Hop-
yard. A lover of history - particularly American
and military history - Russ honored his father’s
legacy as a decorated World War II pilot by im-
mersing himself in stories of courage and resil-
ience. He also cherished lively dinner parties by
the grill with friends while listening to his favor-
ite music mixes.

Russ had a deep appreciation for life’s simple
pleasures: fishing, shrimp cocktail paired with
margaritas, bonfires under the stars, oftbeat
humor that often left others laughing at their
own expense, and winters spent basking in the
Southcoast Florida sunshine. Russ found spiri-
tual solace amidst the natural beauty surround-
ing his home.

Above all else, Russ was fiercely dedicated to
his family. He is survived by Shelley Stone Bo-
chain, his beloved wife of 50 years; their daugh-
ters, Brit Destefano (Ray) of Bayonne, N.J., and
Heidi Bochain Sullivan (Ryan) of Old Lyme;
and four cherished grandchildren: Leif Sullivan,
Lela Sullivan, Scott Destefano, and Julia Deste-
fano. He also leaves behind his brother Mark
Bochain of Spring, Texas.

Russ was predeceased by his parents; his
sister, Dena Bochain, of Middletown; and his
brother, Craig Bochain of Vermont.

Russ’s loyalty to those he loved was unwav-
ering. At times reserved, yet capable of lively
conversation when inspired by good company
or a clever joke, he expected much from himself
and worked tirelessly to improve life for those
around him. Whether managing construction
projects or sharing stories over dinner with
friends and family alike, his presence brought
warmth wherever he went.

A celebration honoring Russ’s life will be held
privately among close family members at their
discretion.

May Russ Reid Bochains memory bring
comfort to all who knew him as they reflect on
a life well-lived - a life filled with love for family
traditions rooted deeply within East Haddam
soil alongside adventures under sunny south-
ern skies where laughter echoed freely amidst
rounds shared between friends old & new alike!

Marlborough

Scott David Sawyer

Scott David Sawyer, 60,
of Marlborough, beloved
husband of Karen (Ko-
natich) Sawyer, passed
away peacefully at home
on Tuesday, Aug. 11. He
was born July 26, 1966, in
Rochester, N.Y,, to Gay-
lord and June (Delong)
Sawyer.

Scott graduated with
an MBA in management
from New York University and a master’s in
computer science from Boston University. Scott
worked over 35 years in information technology
in various industries.

Besides his wife, Karen, Scott is survived by
his sons, Riley and Regan; his mother, June
Dashnau of Bunnell, Fla.; his brother, Doug and
wife Debbie of Greenwich; his sister, Kathleen
and husband Greg Dean of Bunnell, Fla.; moth-
er-in-law, Rosemary Konatich of Port Wash-
ington, N.Y.; brother-in-law, Nicholas Konatich
and sister-in-law Brenda Thayer of Alexandria,
Va., brother-in-law, James Konatich and sister-
in-law Jenny Konatich of Huntington, N.Y;
nephews, Bryan Lavery, Daniel Lavery and
Jack Sawyer; nieces, Alayna and husband El-
lis New, Catherine Sawyer, Cameron Konatich
and Katherine Konatich; and grandniece Jor-
dynn New and grandnephew Maverick New;
and stepmother Nancy Sawyer of Oswego, N.Y.;
and many aunts, uncles, cousins and countless
friends.

Scott was predeceased by his father, Gaylord
Sawyer of Oswego, N.Y,; father-in-law, Thomas
Konatich of Port Washington, N.Y.; and stepfa-
ther Tony Dashnau of Constantia, N.Y.

A funeral Mass will celebrated Monday, Aug.
17, at 11 a.m., in St. John Fisher Church, 30
Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough. Calling hours
will be held Sunday, Aug. 16, from 1-4 p.m.,
at Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave.,
Glastonbury.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made to the Down Syndrome Association
of CT (give-usa.keela.co/in-memory-of-scott-
sawyer-ds-act).

For online condolences, please visit www.
mulryanfh.com.

o Bh2p

S OB N~

O

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield &
Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/
Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough,
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.
Just e-mail us at
classifieds@rarereminder.com or
call 860-563-9386.

Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am
for that week’s papers.
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Havmg a Tag Sale?

Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $19
A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through September 15, 2026)
A $45 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:
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COLCHESTER ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
TOWN COUNCIL

The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on Tues-
day, August 18, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom and in the Town
Hall Meeting Room, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 to
hear and consider the following petition:
Application No. ZBA 2026-001 of Dean and Janice McLear
(Owner/Applicant) — 119 Melanie Lane (MBL #02-10/018-11A)
- Application for variance from Section 8.11.7.F.1b of the Town
of Colchester Land Development (Zoning) Regulations to
reduce the side yard setback requirement from 50’ to 25'.
At this hearing interested parties may be heard and written com-
munications received. A copy of this petition is available for pub-
lic review in the Planning and Zoning Department at Colchester

On August 6, 2026, the Hebron Town Council adopted the
following amendment to Ordinance 224-7 pursuant to Section
404 of the Hebron Town Charter.

Amendment to Ordinance 224-7
“An Ordinance Designating an Historic Property”
Section 7 — Designation of Historic Properties shall be
amended to include:

p. The property owned by the United Brethren of Hebron
Synagogue located at 10 Church Street is hereby designated
an historic property.

The complete text of the amended ordinance is available at the
Hebron Town Office Building.

This amended ordinance will become effective on the twenty-

Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester CT 06415 and may
be inspected during regular business hours (8:00 a.m.- 4:30

p.m., Monday through Friday).
Zoning Board of Appeals
Laurie Robinson, Chair

2TB 8/7,8/14

first day after this publication (September 4, 2026) unless over-
ruled as provided in Section 405 of the Hebron Town Charter.

Donna Lanza
Interim Town Manager

1TB 8/14
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

ACROSS

1 Hot springs

5 Biblical spy
10 Sailor’s dir.
13 Motion picture
14 Give a sermon
15 Chow follower
16 Stressed
18 Mass schedule
19 Tiny bits
20 They come first
22 More erotic
24 “Let's Make _"
25Become a couple
26 Ottoman Turks
29Being
33 Memorable ship
34 Scottish resort town
35 Fistfights
37 Meditative sect
38 Gums up
41 Shady
44 Busy buzzer
46 The 50 sts.
47 ___ out: discontinue
48 Swift, for one

61

64

53 Capri and Bermuda
54 More strict

55 Safe haven

56 Self-control

59___ many words

60 Former Kuwait ruler:

sp?
61 Gumshoes
62 Pigskin prop
63 Swallows
64 Love child?

DOWN

1 Slimy films
2 __ noir
3 Steffi's mate
4 Goes to and fro
5 Clashed
6 Greet the day
7 Connected
computers: acron.
8 Paris season
9 Total chaos
10 Soap producers do
this
11 Takes out of action

By Neil Manausa

12 Slaughter of
Cooperstown

15 Northern ltaly city

17 Convened again

21 First father

23 The Continental
Divide

27 Spots

28 In the mail

29 Apiece

30 Percussion
instrument

31 Nickname for Gehrig

32 Nylons shade

36 Sun blockers

39 Make suitable for

40 Part of CBS

42 Wicker willow

43 Describe

45 Outdid

49 Resort of 23 Down

50 Central

51 Wall painting

52 Lock

53 Fire leader

57 Comic Philips

58 Litter sound
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MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE
The Marlb h Planning C isSi ill hold the followi
oublic hearing on August 25. 2026, at 7o in the Town Hall 26 MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
No Main Street NOTICE OF ACTION

#P-03-26 Jones Hollow Associates, LLC (Applicant/Prop-

NEWS BULLETIN + August 14, 2026

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF ACTION

erty Owner) 382 Jones Hollow Rd, One lot Resubdivision
MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR
2TB 8/14, 8/21

The Marlborough Planning Commission at their meeting of July
28, 2026, at 7pm in the Town Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION APPROVED:

#P-02-26 Marlborough Lakeside Village, LLC. (Applicant/
Property Owner) 156+ No Main Street, three lot Residential
Subdivision with conditions

MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

1TB 8/14

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026 - 7:00PM

TOWN HALL COMMUNITY ROOM TOWN OF PORTLAND
IN PERSON and VIA WEB-BASED PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PLATFORM (ZOOM) LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Planning & Zoning
Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, August
20th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Portland Public Library, 20
Freestone Avenue, to consider the following:

PZC Application #26-01: 920 Glastonbury Turnpike across
from Isinglass Hill Road. Request for a Special Permit Renewal
of a Sand and Gravel Excavation Permit to Excavate and
Remove 470,624 Cubic Yards of Earth Material. Application
and property of the Portland Aggregates LLC. Map 119, Lot 2
and 3. Zone R-25.

PZC Application #25-23: 252 Main Street. Request for a Spe-
cial Permit to modify existing office space on second flood into
anew residential unit. Application of Peter Filanda and property
of 250-252 Main Street, LLC. Map 28, Lot 45. Zone B-3/TCVD.
At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 3rd day of August 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission

The Andover Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a
public hearing on the evening of AUGUST 18, 2026, to allow
the public the opportunity to ask questions and provide input
on the following application:

Application #26-1ZC: The Andover Planning and Zoning
Commission is proposing to modify existing regulations and
add new regulations as required by Special Session Public
Act 25-1 AN ACT CONCERNING HOUSING GROWTH. The
proposal provides for Middle Housing development of between
2 and 9 dwelling units in commercial and mixed-use zones.
The full text of the proposed amendment is available on the
Town of Andover website and in the Town Clerk’s office or from
the Building and Land Use department.

Interested parties may ask questions and/or offer comments,
either verbally or in writing. Public access

will, upon request, be arranged for individuals without access
to a computer. Please contact the

Building and Land Use Office a minimum of 24 hours prior to
the hearing date @860.742.7305, X - 4220.
Patrick Ira Dougherty

Planning and Zoning Commission Chairperson

2TB 8/7,8/14 2TB 8/7,8/14

At its Regular Meeting held at 6:30 pm on August 10, 2026 at the

East Hampton Town Hall - 1 Community Drive, the Zoning Board

of Appeals acted on the following variance request:
ZBA-26-006: Kevin Reed. Requesting a variance to Section
4.1.E Area & Dimensional Standards to reduce the require side
yard setback from the existing 10" to 3.95" and to increase Max-
imum Lot Coverage from 44.00% to 44.14% for construction of
a deck over the existing patio area on 5 Hawthorne Drive in the
R-1 District, Map 10A/ Block 82/ Lot 34A. — Approved.
ZBA-26-007: Michael Scranton. Requesting a variance to
Sections 8.3.1 (Accessory Structures to be subordinate) and
8.3.1.5.b (Max aggregate sq. ft of Accessory Structures) to
permit the construction of a 720sf addition to the existing
garage (for a total size of 4,584sf) and to allow the maximum
aggregate square footage of all Accessory Structures to be
4,588sf. On 15 Schoolhouse Ln. in the R-2 District, Map 02C/

Block 21/ Lot 35. — Approved.
1TB 8/14

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026

The Colchester Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing on August 19, 2026, beginning at 7:00 PM in
the Colchester Town Hall Meeting Room at 127 Norwich Ave,
Colchester, CT and online via Zoom to hear and consider the
following application(s):

PZC2026-012 Jeffrey Naples (Applicant/Owner) Special
Permit Application for a dog day care per Section 8.8.20 of the
Land Development (Zoning) Regulations at 155 Westchester
Road (MBL 05-14-016-000). Zoning District: Rural Use (RU)
and Arterial Commercial (AC).

At this hearing, interested persons may be heard and written
communications received. A copy of these applications is
located in the Land Use Department and Town Clerk’s Office,
Town Hall, 127 Norwich Avenue, and may be inspected during
regular business hours (8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday through
Friday). Application materials are also available on the Col-
chester Planning & Zoning Commission webpage at https:/
www.colchesterct.gov/planning-zoning-commission.

Planning & Zoning Commission

Joseph Mathieu, Chair
2TB 8/7, 8/14

TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH, CONNECTICUT
Invitation to Bid
3 Wilhenger Drive Exterior Painting

The electors of the Town of East Hampton and those entitled to
vote at town meetings are hereby notified that an Annual Town
Budget Meeting will be held in the East Hampton Town Hall Coun-
cil Chambers Room #107 at 1 Community Drive in said Town of
East Hampton on Wednesday, August 19, 2026, at 3:30 p.m.
Pursuant to Section 7 - 7 of the Connecticut General Statutes and
Section 4.1 of the Town of East Hampton Charter, said meeting
shall be immediately adjourned to a referendum on Wednesday,
August 26, 2026 from 6:00am to 8:00pm at the East Hampton
Town Hall, 1 Community Drive, for a vote on voting machines for
the approval or disapproval of the Annual Budget for the Board

of Education for fiscal year 2026 - 2027 as recommended by the
Town Council.

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast News Bulletin will make every
effort to see that all advertising copy is correctly printed. The publisher
assumes no liability or financial responsibility for typographical errors
in advertising, but will reprint, without charge, that part of an adver-
tisement in which an error may occur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of the publisher on account
of errors in or omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed
the amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in error,
and then only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the publisher takes
no responsibility for statements or claims made in any advertisement,
and will upon request, reveal the name and address of the person or

Sealed Bids for the 3 Wilhenger Drive Exterior Painting Project will be received by the Town of Marlborough at the Town
Clerk’s Office until 10:00 AM local time on Thursday, August 27, 2026. Received Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at
this time.
Bids shall be Lump Sum.
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents on-line at marlboroughct.net or CT DAS CT Source website and may obtain
copies of the Bidding Documents from the Building Land Use/Building Department by calling 860 295 6202 or e-mail Building@marlbor-
oughct.net.
To receive the documents via package services, send a completed pre-paid pickup label from either UPS or FEDEX to the Issuing Of-
fice. PDF copies are available upon request after receipt of the non-refundable fee.
The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office will be considered as the Bidder’s date of receipt of the
Bidding Documents. Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will be
responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, August 19 2026, at 3 Wilhenger Drive Marlborough, CT. Attendance
at the pre-bid meeting is highly encouraged but is not mandatory.
The successful Bidder will be required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the Contract Price.
The Owner is exempt from payment of Sales and Use Taxes on all materials and equipment to be permanently incorporated in the
Work. These taxes shall not be included in the Bid.
Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirement for all contractors and subcontractors to provide affirmative action to ensure
equal opportunity employment as noted in the Governor's Executive Orders 3 and 17.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be good, capable of being accepted, and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty [60] days, Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays excluded, after the opening of bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive any technical defects in the bids; to reject bids which do not conform to the terms and conditions
described in the specifications; to reject any, any part of, or all bids; to waive informalities or irregularities in the bidding process; and to
accept that bid which the Town deems to be in its best interest, whether or not it is the lowest dollar proposed.
All work to be performed in connection with the proposed project will be subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordi-
nances, and regulations.
If the Town determines, in its sole discretion, to proceed with the work, the successful bidder must execute and deliver an Agreement
and furnish valid Certificates of Insurance with full policies, a Performance Bond, and to the Town prior to the start of any work.
Itis the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that it has received all addendums to this Invitation to Bid prior to submitting a bid.
This Invitation to Bid is not binding in the Town.
The Town reserves the right to revise or amend the plans and specifications from time to time as it deems necessary.
This Invitation to Bid has been prepared solely to solicit bids and does not constitute a contract offer.
The Town reserves the right to amend, cancel, postpone, withdraw, or resubmit this Invitation for Bid at any time if it is in the best inter-
est of the Town to do so.
The Town is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women Business Enterprises are encouraged to apply.

Town of Marlborough, Connecticut

By: David R. Porter, Town Manager

Date: June 30, 2026 2TB 8/7, 8/14

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairman
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairman

persons responsible for placing any display advertisement, political or
otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. The Glastonbury Citizen Inc.
reserves the right to reject advertisements which it deems unsuitable

ng tg)iln't:; %%.e' for its publications. Every effort will be made to verify the legitimacy and
Richard Knotek propriety of all ads for the protection of our readers. The Citizen will
Joelyn Leon take requests for specific placement of ads and will try to accommodate
Karen Wanat everyone’s requests. The Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING -August 19, 2026
REFERENDUM - September 1, 2026
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The legal voters of the Town of Colchester and those qualified to vote at Town Meetings in said town are hereby warned to meet
for the Special Budget Meeting to be held at William J. Johnston Middle School Cafeteria, 360 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT on
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 at 7:00pm for the following purposes:

1. To consider and act upon the 2026-2027 fiscal year budget of the Board of Selectmen in the amount of $19,060,237 as recom-

mended by the Board of Finance.

2. To consider and act upon the 2026-2027 fiscal year budget of the Board of Education in the amount of $48,791,797 as recom-

mended by the Board of Finance.

3. To adjourn said Special Budget Meeting, pursuant to Section 7-344 of the Connecticut State Statutes and the Colchester Town

Charter Section C-1105a.E, for a Referendum vote on Tuesday, September 1, 2026 between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to

be held at the Colchester Town Hall, 127 Norwich Ave., Colchester, CT.

Dated at Colchester, CT this 12th day of August 2026. Gayle Furman, Town Clerk.
Bernard Dennler, 1st Selectman
Rosemary Coyle, Selectman
Arthur Shilosky, Selectman
Tim Vaillancourt, Selectman
Denise Turner, Selectman

Budget Summary

FY 2023-2024 FY 2024-2025 FY 2025-2026 FY 2025-2026 FY 2026-2027

Revenues Actual Actual Adopted Projected* Proposed
Property Taxes 43,820,629 47,824,787 48,542,878 49,327,979 49,987,277
Intergovernmental - Town 875,374 478,934 491,504 486,880 613,655
Intergovernmental - Education 12,554,372 13,118,139 12,490,218 12,499,652 13,021,826
Charges for Services 2,218,097 2,153,717 2,188,920 2,175,611 2,305,292
Revenues from Use of Money 1,381,015 1,334,851 1,100,000 1,100,000 1,100,000
Other Revenues 69,555 147,296 71,000 111,098 74,000
Other Financing Sources 1,171,634 567,000 500,000 410,589 750,000
Total Revenues 62,090,676 65,624,724 65,384,520 66,111,809 67,852,034
Expenditures
General Government 4,320,274 4,549,863 4,746,006 4,817,699 5,343,893
Public Safety 3,542,115 3,755,898 3,928,006 4,081,224 4,075,645
Public Works 3,159,714 4,307,164 4,632,265 4,611,916 4,798,867
Community & Human Services 1,764,866 1,894,980 2,040,957 1,952,763 2,074,966
Debt Service 1,839,164 2,031,008 2,075,164 2,075,164 2,144,966
Transfers to Other Funds 1,427,386 933,400 664,400 925,901 621,900
Total Town Expenditures 16,053,520 17,472,313 18,086,798 18,464,667 19,060,237
Education Expenditures 44,188,202 45,776,013 47,297,722 47,297,722 48,791,797
Total Expenditures 60,241,722 63,248,326 65,384,520 65,762,389 67,852,034
Mill Rate Calculation
Debt Transfers/
Education Town Service Capital Total
Appropriations 48,791,797 16,278,173 2,160,164 621,900 67,852,034
Estimated Revenue 12,693,090 5,602,202 0 750,000 19,045,292
Amount to be Raised by Taxation 36,098,707 10,675,971 2,160,164 (128,100) 48,806,742
Mills 22.24 6.58 1.33 (0.08) 30.07
Dollars Mills

Amount to be Raised by Taxation 48,806,742 30.07
Reserve for Uncollected Revenue (estimated 98.8% collection rate) 585,681 0.36
Total Tax Warrant 49,392,423 30.43
Grand List 1,617,312,300 2026-27 Proposed Mill Rate 30.43
Estimated Prorates 2,500,000
M. V. Supplement 22,600,000 2025-26 Mill Rate 29.92
Less Estimated BAA & adjustments (4,500,000)

Increase in Mill Rate 0.51

List Net 1,637,912,300

Less Bloom Energy assessment (14,700,000) *Includes supplemental appropriations authorized

after budget adoption

List Net for Mill Rate calculation 1,623,212,300

1TB 8/14
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LEGALS

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

At the August 6, 2026 meeting, the following actions were taken:
Approved Application #25-22: Proposed Amendment to the
Portland Zoning Regulations. Changes to sections 5.1, removal
of retail motor fueling stations as an allowed use. Application of
the Town of Portland.

Dated at Portland, CT this 7th day of August 2026

Robert Ellsworth, Chairman

Planning & Zoning Commission 17B 8/14

LEGAL NOTICE
Global Freestone LLC
244 Middletown Ave.
East Hampton, CT
860.267.6623
Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on
Saturday August 29th, 2026 at 8:00 AM

Property previously owned by:
C Funk

2TB 8/14, 8/21

MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

The Marlborough Zoning Commission at their Special Public
Hearing Thursday, June 25, 2026, took the following action:
APPLICATIONS APPROVED:
#Z-04-26-Zoning commission, Zoning Amendments

1. Article Four Definition

2. Article Five D Summary Review and Middle

Transit Housing Development

3. Article Ten E Off Street Parking
#7-05-26 — Marlborough Mini Mart (Applicant) 394 No Main
St, Install (1) 36-count BBQ propane exchange cage with (2)
crash barriers with conditions

Legal Notice
Andover CT Board of Assessment Appeals

Notice is herby given that the Board of Assessment Appeals of the
Town of Andover will be in session in the Community Room of the
Town Office Building 17 School Road, Andover Connecticut on the
dates below. The purpose of the hearing is to appeal Assessments
placed on the October 1st 2025 Grand List for Motor Vehicles.
Dates For Sessions are as follow

Monday September 14th at 5:00pm

Saturday September 19th at 9:00 am

All appeals are on a first-come, first, served walk in basis. There is no
application due date, simply appear at the scheduled date and time.
Andover Board of Assessment Appeals

Alan Roy Chairman

ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

1TB 8/14

Linda Armstrong
Emily Timreck

1TB 8/14

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED

TO BUY

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer,
Gas Station), Zippos,
License Plates, Jewelry,
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text
860-817-4350

T A K I N G
CONSIGNMENTS: Art,
jewelry, collectibles, dé-
cor, vintage & antique
clothing and items. Cash
buys also available. Call
Mercantile on Main to
learn more, 860-305-
9400.

WANTED GRANITE
STONES: mill stones,
tether stones, entry
steps, fence posts, feed-
ing troughs, well covers,
sinks, posts, curbing,
stone boot scrapers,
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

Business Opportunities
ESTABLISHED
WOODWORKING
SHOP FOR SALE:
in Glastonbury rented
space. Fully Equipped.
20 x 52 plus storage
space. 860-633-5530.

CILDCARE

PORTLAND
LICENSED HOME
DAYCARE: has infant
opening. Call or text for
information. 860-301-
5972.

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

$

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed
ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

EMPLOYMENT

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

FOR LEASE
COLCHESTER: 2-story
cold storage barn includ-
ing one garage. 780
sqft each level. Near
Route 2. Close to enter.
To view property or in-
formation call Harold at
860-662-2700. Available
immediately.

The early stages
of communication
disorders are easier
to spot when you
know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of
life. For more information
visit |dentifyTheSigns.org.

AMERICAN
SPECCH-LANGUAGE-
HEARING
ASSOCIATION

4

N URSERY
ASSISTANT,
GLASTONBURY: St.
James’ Episcopal Church
is looking for a nurtur-
ing, dependable per-
son to provide child care
for parishioners’ chil-
dren. Sundays 9:45am-
11:45am in the Nursery.
Will be responsible for
providing age-appropri-
ate and child-centered
care while maintaining a
safe environment. Must
be 18 years old and
have completed Amer-
ican Red Cross training
(Church can help facilit-
ate training). $50 Stipend
provided. Contact Dawn,
in Church office, 860-
633-8333 or parishad-
min@stjamesgl.org.

WESTCHESTER
MARKETPLACE:
Now hiring all shifts for
the Deli Department.
Experience not required.
Please inquire at the
store or call 860-365-
0071.

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
& Rivereast
News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your line
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

New Beginnings for Life isa smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

RE3-15-24
—

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

120723

i~ YOUR AD
'SHOULD BE HERE!

Sadlers is currently hiring
full and part time servers and dishwashers.
Must have experience and flexibility.

We are looking for some day and night
availability as well as weekends.
Dishwashers: school nights and weekends.
Good pay and great food comes with the job.
Year round availability preferred.
Applicants may apply between 3:00 & 5:00 daily.
61 North Main Street, Marlborough
We are closed on Mondays.

RE 8-7-26

- ' 4
Join the Woofie's pack!
Are you passionate about pets?
We're looking for reliable and caring pet sitters,
dog walkers, pet groomers, and a
part-time admin to join our team!

@ woofie’s

Glastonbury-Marlborough

WESTSIDE MANOR IS HIRING!
Full-Time & Part-Time Housekeeper
Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM-4:00 PM
Duties: General housekeeping and maintaining a
clean, safe, and comfortable environment.
Benefits are available for full-time employees.
If you are dependable, hardworking, and take pride in your work,
we encourage you to apply!
Part-Time 2nd Shift Attendant
Hours: 3:00 PM-11:00 PM, $18.00/hour
Responsibilities: Housekeeping, meal preparation, and medication
administration. Employees will be cross-trained, and duties
will vary based on the scheduled assignment.
Medication administration training will be provided
and is mandatory for this position.
Every other weekend is required and is a mandatory part of the position.
Full job responsibilities for both positions
will be discussed during the interview.
Walk-In Interviews: Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM
9 WEST HIGH STREET, EAST HAMPTON

VAN DRIVER FOR SENIOR SERVICES
Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Deadline: until filled

Part-time Senior Center Van Driver needed, flexible/on-call basis,
$24.16 per hour, non-union, State PA11-52 Sick Leave. Qualifica-
tions: High School diploma or GED; valid CT Driver’s License
with Passenger Endorsement, “F” Classification. No restrictions,
no motor vehicle violations on DMV record; experience operating
handicapped accessible passenger vehicle desired. Must have
ability to work with the general public, Town Officials; works
under supervision of Senior Services Administrator.; experience
operating handicapped accessible passenger vehicle desired.
Subject to a DOT Physical, DMV driving record background
check, and pre-employment drug testing. Send application to:
First Selectwoman'’s Office, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-
0071. All qualified applicants will be considered for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

Mail General Employment application to: First Selectman’s Of-
fice, P.O. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071

A ' f
ALL POSITIONS ARE OPEN!

Hiring for a part-time General Admin with potential for full-time position with
benefits. Mobile spa groomers with flexible schedules. Must have a good driving
record and able to pass background check. Pet sitters and dog walkers. Great
Pay! May apply on the website www.woofies.com/glastonbury-marlborough

CIT8-13-26

1TB 8/14
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,
competitive rates. 30
years of experience.
Call Thomas 860-267-
7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND
WEEDING: pest plants
and vines removed
from trees, walls, and
gardens/land clear-
ing. NO CHEMICALS
EVER. Call Mike 860-
398-0500. Portland.

Cottage Grove Landscaping, LLC

Site Work ® Demolition
Septic Installation & Repair
City Water & Sewer Installation
Chris Reichardt

860-895-3913

DMCR # 003584 * PLM # 0282599-P7
SSSI # 005555 ¢ HIC # 0563995

Spring/Fall Clean-ups * Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Prunlng * Brush Clearing
Patios,* Retalnlng Walls ¢ Paver Walkways
Mulch ¢ Stones
Sldewalk Edging
N &

30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

CALL CHRIS
‘Wl 860-644-2595

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup
Customers

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

RYANS TREE SERVICE

We Climb or Bucket
Hazardous Tree Removal ™ senvice

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SUMMER RATES!

e Lot Clearlng & Yard Expansmns

DelLeo Fence
Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link

FENCE REPAIR

Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

FULLY INSURED « HIC #0657705

CIT1-18-24

Quality Work

Same Day
LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning + Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones - Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jbelandscaping.com

RE3-13-26
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Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding ¢ Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage ¢ Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
_ including roots

SENIOR
|ZEN Toper’s
D?QEOUNT _:_'. n Lawncare

L~ HIC.0600529

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

@ Summer Is Here!
J

BUDGET LAWNCARE

SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS
WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY

LAWN MOWINGS -

DAMIAN TREMONT

OWNER
860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7
Hebron, CT

Lower impact to your prope.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lot & Brush Clearing

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards  Fully Insured
C & C Lawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE3-27-26

Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED * VETERAN DISCOUNTS
 Stump Grinding / Removal

« Brush Cutting

* Yard Expansions & Restoration

» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement
Reliable « Affordable « Quality Work You Can Trust.

SERVICES
* Tree & Land Clearing
 Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal * Stump Removal
« Property & Hardscape
« Grading & Drainage * Concrete * Shed Pads
» Walls/Walkways & Patios G
« Gravel Driveways & Extensions
* Cleanup & Pre|

For more info call or text

* Demo & Debris Removal
860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

RES 29-26

Schedule Your Cleanups Today
We're into summer and it's time to start thinking about cutting
that overgrowth area back and don't forget your drains.
SERVICESINCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling * Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

RE6-26-26

—| 86 JONESHOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

Patios/Walkways

Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Mulch
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCARING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 |y

Dorsey Construction

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

LAWNS-N-STUFF

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING WEEKLY MOWING

*MULCHING * WALLS/WALKWAYS
* SHRUB TRIMMING * DUMP RUNS/HAULING
*TREE WORK /PLANTING «MINI-EXCAVATING
¥ «FERTILIZING * DRAINAGE
. * GARDEN INSTALLS *BOBCAT WORK

860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT

NDSCAPING SERY)
- SINCE 1990 -

RE7-5-24

(es B

I.imited spots huailable this season—reach out today!

PATIOS - WALKWAYS - FIREPITS

Summer’s too short not to enjoy your
outdoor space. We'll build you the perfect
spot to relax, entertain, and make memories.

Let’s GeT OuTsipE
Custom patios, walls, beautiful walkways,
and cozy Firepits designed For your backyard.

860-295-9692

Mariborough, CT

RE4-24-26
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

MULCH
& STONE
LOT

It's Time To Fix Your Driveway!

Great products for repairing driveways including:
3/4” Driveway MiX (aka process)
3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!
LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

(_ OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )
93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

\ Certified Arborists
A of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts | ;
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

~ B
SANDY'S 100, Inc..~ oS
i S too, %}

RE3-18-22

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24
—

FULLY INSURED

ShoRts i FREE ESTIMATES
Landscaplng-
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing
Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls A
Light Excavation & Drainage

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Storm Clean Up
& Tree Removal

e Mulching and Planting
e Lawn Installation
* Land Clearing
e Tree, Brush and
Stump Removal
e Patios, Walkways
and Retaining Walls
e Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)
Junk Removal and Demolition

860-716-0661

tsminorenterprises.com

RE7-17-26

FULLY
INSURED

HIC#
0653158

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing

Mulching ¢ Pruning

Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. « Free Estimates 860-342-0352

g

RE3-23-23

Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= [arden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Soil
Amendment = Fertilize ® Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

RnR Garden Angels

[all today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

ACCREDITED &
BUSINESS

Visa @D B, e

Portland, CT

out all your
garden
woes.”

WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.

SERVICES

Page 33

JIM’S TREE
STUMP REMOVAL { )

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

RE4-2-21

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-9-23

HOWES Landscaping

& Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion, Skidsteer Service
and Much More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates * Fully Insured

Howes your yard?

RE4-3-26

NO TREE TOO TOUGH...

Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts  Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Lot Clearing
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

Ryan Krajewski
60-573-1244
GLASTONBURY, CT

Licensed & Insured
Visa@D B =

CIT7-9-26

All calls returned with 24 hours!

CARPET CLEANING:
Have your carpets deep
dry cleaned. Eliminate
problems associated
with water (mold, mil-
dew). Best method avail-
able for removal of pet
stains, etc. Removes al-
lergens. Immediate use.
Upholstery cleaning.
Completely safe. Wood
floors restored without
sanding. Experienced,
references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support
Small Business.

DEE’S ANTIQUES,
PAYS $$ CASH
MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING :
Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. In/out, Out-
side only special. Text
Marc at 860-508-0447.

FRED’S HANDY MAN
SOLUTION: Licensed
& Insured. Carpentry,
painting, flooring, bath-
rooms, items repaired
or replaced, doors,
locks, shades, switches,
plugs, garbage disposal,
faucets, fans, lighting,
860-904-0158.

GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR: Let us re-
invent your home. We
specialize in bathroom,
kitchen, basement
renovations. Painting,
window installation,
decks & patio. Free es-
timate, Licensed & In-
sured. RK Home Repair
LLC 860-331-1791.

PLUMBING AND
HOME REPAIR
SPECIALIST: Com-
plete plumbing services
and repairs from leaky
pipes and drains, hot
water heaters, toilets,
garbage disposals, kit-
chen sinks and faucets,
tub and shower valves,
and more! Fully licensed
and insured. Discounts
available for seniors. Call
or text Justin at 203-440-
5496 for a free estimate!

ABLE MASON &
RESTORATION LLC:
Chimney built, liner &
wood stove installation,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. pavers, patio, tile
and bathroom remodel,
all masonry repairs. Li-
censed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947.

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and
out. Call 860-883-6775.
Mr. Squeegee.

JOSH'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY
LLC: Built on Craft.
Driven By Quality. Spe-
cializing in all types of
Masonary Work-Inside
and Out. Licensed &
Insured. 432-423-5521
OR 860-888-9763.

CT Lic S1388447

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS: Dry
wall repairs, sheet rock-
ing, water damage, in-
terior/exterior painting,
6” gutter installation and
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew &
Your Pavement
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 ucins

CIT3-!

RADIANT
HEATING
Quality You Can See. Comfort You Can Feel.
Simple, efficient, long-lasting,
comfortable heating
Serving Eastern CT and Rhode Island

860-500-6915

e

FLOOR

RE7-31-26

RI Lic 0008848

Licensed & Insured « LIC #0408372

MIDDLESEX

MECHANICAL
SERVICES LLC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call for Seasonal Furnace

Service and Maintenance!

We Offer Oil Tank
Replacements

Schedule Today!

860.949.5711
www.midmechct.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

RE1-2-26

We offer
ﬁnancing,l

energize "
CONNE%TICUT ﬁT
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SERVICES

N
-
Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & §
FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 %Z

M

TLUTHIL L

Modern Electrical
Services LLC
Repairs * Panels « EV Chargers
Lighting = Outlets « Upgrades
[B60]949-1632

RE 8.7-26 mes-ct.com ~ ELEC.0211087-E1

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—
—_— =

—— —— — ampavingct.com

Over 25
years in
business

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor ¢ CT Lic. #579594
Commercial & Residential * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ 7 days a week

[
CIT8-13-26

JOHN LACY PAINTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
=N Quality Craftsmanship
N | Walls -$159 :
Freénssut’iﬂrendates 18’ x 16’ avg. room ﬁ

sovears  860-416-8354
EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com

"PLUMBING & HEATINGT
?@) from dripping faucets @f

to all your major :l
plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters
Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements
Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Lic. # P204015H389727

FULLER |

Insured

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming ¢« Residential « Commercial

Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.

FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

equipmentcompany inc.

Providing safe clean water
dince 19567

Phone: 860-267-0110
WWW. h20eqU|pment com

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20
he—

RE3-13-20

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE » REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS -« UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

www.hydro-pure.com

w info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢» Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Owner Pricing ™
&2,

PpEL "
;J # == All Work Guaranteed ‘ S
0/ Local & State Specs ©

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442 3

NEWS BULLETIN + August 14, 2026

AIRSERHFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

S

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace * Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters ® Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAII.ABLE —
CT Lic

#9304 §60-989-5079

\ > Asphalt -

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

* MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

DIAMDND'/%’

CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

Solutions

Sealcoating IO 0Y%034
Crack Filling SPECIAL!
Paving :

$100 OFF

CIT6-25-26

Free Estimates

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

' House Washing,
! Roof Cleaning,

| & More!
|
|

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

SU(‘S & SﬂnSllme 1LC JeeTiiees
1 860-942-3913 coare o s2sus

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

|
|
|
HIC. 0654618 - Insured
|
(|
l
|

State of the Art
Equipment

Free
Estimates

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

RE3-7-25

IMMEDIATE Driveways « Parking Lots
RESPONSE Gas Station - Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating « Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

Lic# 00548924
“All Work Guaranteed”

——— FULLY INSURED =—
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

Excavation & Drainage

Pavers ¢ Firepits

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Patios ® Carpentry ¢ Firepits

_ ARKER ’9
DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR Patios « Walkways K . AINTING (£
HOT CRACK SEALING Outdoor Kitchens ¢ Decks atelﬂe %‘ Interior/ E?(terior ¢ Powerwashing
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING Carpentry ¢ Bathrooms 860-633-5206 * Calling & Shevbort Repair

AAA
ctrician Serviees

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Reszdentzal && Commercial Wzrmg

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!

Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

Neeb A PLUMBER?

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

Ele

RE10-4-24

ELC. 0209770-E1

e Water Heaters e Disposals e Additions

e Sump Pumps ¢ Water Filtration e Well Pumps

* Toilets ® New Construction e Gas Lines

* Faucets ® Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL -
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

RE2-2-24
—

860-965-8084 - cell

We Always Call You Back
Free Estimates ® License #552540

CIT3-5-20

Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —

860-305- 1 823 RE3:20:26] Don’t See it - Call www Katelinellc.com 8IZIICI\’1£$NUS§£D 860- 3 3 8-0 I 5 6
I, Rogers Home Services
N Call
/ fgl r f(: ::ERrE g” Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs l. Swa n S O n

Carpentry, Interior Painting

PAINTING

ELEVATE =™

EARTH & WATER WERKSLLC  Licensed & Insured

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

Michael Swanson, owner

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES
WATER & SEWER MAINS

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

RE4-11-25

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

860-983-9537

FULLY INSURED - CT #574467

T

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CALL: 219-575-0370

CIT2-6-25

&\/ )\

oA

Uy

4

IRe12-20-23
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STARKEY HOME
REMODELING: Call
today for a free estim-
ate on all your Interior
and Exterior needs.
Roofing, decks, sheds,
windows/doors, gut-
ters, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry,
siding, kitchens/baths,
basements, flooring
(tile, hardwood, lamin-
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can't be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 25
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS,
DECKS, ROOFS &
DOORS: to finished
basements, siding, &
floors. Licensed/insured.
Give us a call for free
estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,

]

Exceptional Service My

CiALL /r;TEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof moss,
stains? LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

Classifieds

Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen
& Rivereast
News Bulletin

1

1

1

1

1 Call

1 860-633-4691
1 or

1 email your line
1 ad to admin@
1 glcitizen.com
k

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It ALL
o Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

© — All Floors, Tile, etc. — Ceilings — Sheetrock ©
—Painting — Bathrooms - Basements —Doors
—Windows - Kitchens - Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

Michelangelo’s Home Painting

Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured — Free Estimates — Interior/Exterior

SHAW DRYWALL

HANGING & TAPING
First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

FULLY INSURED

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479

michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com

RE7-17-26

CT. LIC. #0623063

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks

Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

oveR 20 ADNMasonry :

EXPERIENGE = Finished Basements Free Estimates o CT Lic. #06096-1701 « Insured
= Structural Repair & Remodels L — GLASTONBURY BASED —
; P Cell 860.368.9486 Y
860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro A=
HIC #0650133 « CT Licensed & Insured

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

=Decks = Windows & Doors
= Interior & Exterior Carpentry

CIT4-2-26

Office 860.657.9185 H3tLIl:

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 1L1c «
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting

Private Master Carpenters

860-498-1060 cHIc. 56724

www.myallwoodflooring.com

glede21s

PAQUETTE
ROOFING*

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years

— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

E CHARTER
— p PAINTING &
since # 1969

RESTORATION

56" ANNIVERSARY

Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Restoration — Int & Ext

Aluminum Sided
Homes Repainted

[El= Carpentry Services
=l Water Damage

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
[=l= Home/Church/Historic [&lm Preparation Specialist —

Menu Format Proposals

[Elm Since 1973 Over 2300 &l Textured Ceilings/Removal

of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair

&l Hardwood Floor Finishing
[l Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25

"ASELLA

QNSTRUCTION,LLC

FULLY INSURED — HIC #0647145

Remodels *« Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman * Windows ® Doors
Flooring ¢ Concrete * Walls
Patios * Sidewalks
Painting * Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

RE3-26-21
A

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
$10,000 * $117 MONTH

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
BUILDER

ADDITIONS « KITCHENS
BATHROOMS ¢ TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build/
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

89 Main St.

East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

860-267-8330

ullaboutblindsct.com ]

c.15.06

Spemahzmg in Chlmney
Repairs & Hardscapes

Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

We Service all of Central Connecticut ¢ Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048 rully Licensed & Insured, Lic. 0640485

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding

* Staining, Powerwashing

¢ Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
 Free Estimates, Insured

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS + BASEMENTS ¢ DECKS
* DORMERS  + BATHROOMS ¢ SIDING
* KITCHENS * ROOFING
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com * Insured ¢ CT 607510

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry — Roofing
Windows — Doors

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995

N
W

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland

* GARAGES

860.550.0932

kimsadlon@cox.net

CIT3-5-20

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion

— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —
Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

N Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

~\.CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

*1000 OFF

with this ad

860-381-9336

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

License #609553
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL e

RE6-21-24

FULLY INSURED

or FREE Gutters with
Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

Financein
Available

christopherimprovement.com

/A BEST
GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

2,
= 5

CIT7-30-26
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ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS | DOORS | DECKS | CARPENTRY

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

GAF Master Elite Certified « Platinum ProVia Dealer

Glastonbury-Based «

Family-Owned -

Industry Leading Warranties

A jamily tradition. since 1955.

CIT2-22-24

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

D AV 'S PRO PAINTING w.c

Power Washing
860~-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

CIT3-20-25

—

Davispropaintinglic@yahoco.com

=

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 « Insured

Call 860.377.0380

Reliable

ROMASONRY

Stonewalls « Brick Walls ¢ Bluestone * Steps
Fireplaces * Chimneys ¢ Patios « Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

e o ooosmis KEN (203) 558-4951

Quallty Workmanshlp

CIT3-5-20

-7

RN * Roofing, Gutters
¥~ N . Decks, Sheds, Porches
h A « Windows/Doors
| ?  Landscape Services, Patios
| 4 * Additions, Framing
* Siding
« Kitchens, Baths
» Basements
* Flooring (tile, hardwood, laminate & vinyl)
JAMES « Painting, Staining
860-573-3597 - Insulation, Trim, etc.

Locally owned. Licensed/Insured. Lic. #0632872

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL

. STARKEY

HOME REMODELING, LLC

Call Today for a Free Estimate on all your Interior and Exterior needs.

CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING:
Need some help to get
your home clean? I'd
be happy to help. | have
10+ years of experience,
| offer reliable service.
reasonable rates and |
do an amazing job. Re-
ferences upon request.
Please call or text for
free estimates. ARIANE’
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
&Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. E

860-798-7961:

FOR SALE

COBBLE STONES
FOR SALE: 2,000+
pieces, $2,000. Boat &
Motor & Trailer, $500-
$1,500. Call 860-966-
9364. If no one answers,
please leave a mes-
sage.

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

DURAFLAME SPACE
HEATERS: Four avail-
able. Mint condition.
860-652-9234.

FREE

FREE MED-MIZER
ACTIVE CARE
DELUXE ROTATING
BED: Never used. New
condition. Very heavy!
Trailer needed for trans-
port. Owner will help
load trailer. Located in
East Hampton. Call 860-
209-9254.

our used

ishing line

: save_t_hemgmafee.org = 800-432-JOIN (5646)

TAG SALES

ESTATE SALE: 9 Mark
Twain Dr, East Hamp-
ton. Aug 8-16. Week-
ends 9-3, Weekdays
call for appointment.
860-638-9340. Power
tools, garden tools, of-
fice furniture, vintage
household items. So-
mething for everyone.

MOVING SALE: 13
Peach Tree Lane, Gla-
stonbury, Saturday
8/15, 9am-1pm. Kitchen
items, home decor,
games, puzzles and
more!

Photo ©Sawe thé Manatee Club,

MOVING SALE: Sat/
Sun, 8/15-8/16, 8am-
2pm. 59 North Main
Street, East Hampton.
Dining room table &
chairs, electric recliner,
many tools, misc fur-
niture, and more.

TAG SALE SAT AUG
15TH: 8am-1pm. 466
Neipsic Road, Glaston-
bury. Household items,
name brand clothes and
bags, holiday, a few vin-
tage items.

SUMMER

\S HERE /
STAY
COOLI

CaII for all of your
air cgndltlonlng needs.

M_J. Emonds

= \|ECHANICAL
=) CONTRACTORS .c

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554

www.emonds.com

Driveway Replacement
Specialist

* Fast Dependable Service
* Experienced Staff
» Competitive Pricing

* Driveways
 Parking Lots
* Roadways

New England

INC.
860-633-4554

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com

Satlsfym
All of Your Pavmg

Needs in Glastonbury'
Celebratlng
53 YEARS o
Quality Servnce'
—=SINCE 1973 —

CIT4-2-26

Locally Owned &
Operated

SEI_LVV\II_LSEI EER=l=

Sign up for ANY (%
package for 30 %
days for the price
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

MULTI-FAMILY TAG
SALE: Saturday, August
15, 8:30am-2:00pm. 40
Brainard Road, Col-
chester. Great prices on
home goods, furniture,
clothing, kids items,
vintage treasures and
more! Early birds wel-
come. Accepting cash
and Venmo. Rain date
Saturday August 22.

Single

' BASIC %

EXTERIOR
WASH & DRY

/ . -
44 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT

RE8-14-26

Open 7:00am-7:00pm
7 DAYS A WEEK

860-537-4325



