
POSTAL CUSTOMER
LOCAL

News Bulletin
Serving Amston, Andover, Cobalt, Colchester, East Hampton, Hebron, Marlborough, Middle Haddam and Portland

PRESORTED STANDARD

$$$$$

US. POSTAGE
PAID

GLASTONBURY CITIZEN, INC.

Volume 47, Number 27                                                    Published by The Glastonbury Citizen                                           	 August 21, 2026

RIVEREAST
P.O. BOX 373, GLASTONBURY, CT, 06033

Crossword Puzzle...Pg 29
Sponsored by

Carl Guild & Associates

Inside...
 Andover
Ed Program Ready to SOAR................. pg 2
Colchester
School Year Starts Sans Budget..........pg 10

Hebron
New School Year Brings Changes......... pg 13

 Marlborough
New Superintendent Named...............pg 22

    Regional
Obituaries................................pgs 28 & 29  

 East Hampton
 Budget Vote Next Week.......................pg 16

See RHAM Schools, page 14

See Portland Schools, page 10

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  R E A L  E S T A T E

LEA PORESKY
860-368-9437

LEAPORESKY@GMAIL.COM

   ARRINGTON
REAL ESTATE

UNDER UNDER 
CONTRACT! 
CONTRACT! 

 45 HEWITT RD., A1, MYSTIC 10 MILLER AVE., WATERFORD 33 TANGLEWOOD DR., COLCHESTER 26 GREGORY RD., LEBANON

SOLD!SOLD!

WelcomeWelcome
OME!

a calm, collaborative 
approach to real estate! Lea PoreskyLea Poresky,,  realtor®

Jim HarringtonJim Harrington,,  broker

RE8-21-26

End of an Era
For Portland Schools

By Anne Lilburn
Portland is gearing up for a new school year 

– which will also mark the end of an era for its 
elementary schools.

When classes begin Aug. 26 for students in 
the district this year, it will mark the beginning 
of a final “goodbye” year before the district be-
gins making the big changes laid out in its voter-
approved school consolidation plan. That plan 
will eventually result in two brand new elemen-
tary school buildings and the decommission-
ing of the historic Brownstone School building, 
which will no longer be used as a school by the 
town.

Under the plan, this will be the last year that 
Valley View Elementary, which currently serves 
grades Pre-K through one, will operate in its 
current form. The school will shut down at the 
end of the school year to allow construction of 
a new building to proceed on the property, but 
every elementary school in the district will also 
shift the way it operates next year. 

Beginning with the 2027-28 school year, Val-
ley View’s pre-K through grade 1 students will 
join second graders at Gildersleeve School, 
which currently serves grades 2-4, until the new 
Valley View is completed. Third through fifth 
graders will attend Brownstone School, which 
currently serves grades 5-6, while sixth grade 
students will shift over to the middle school.

That means that this last year is a somewhat 
bittersweet one for many educators in the dis-
trict, who will be leaving behind classrooms, 
traditions and sometimes colleagues as things 
shift around just a year from now. And while it 

may seem like nothing is happening yet, all the 
elementary school principals that the Rivereast 
talked to said they were anticipating a year filled 
with planning, packing and cleaning — along 
with a lot of business as usual, as well.

Valley View Interim Principal Mallory Em-
mons, who is taking over from former princi-
pal Ryan Walstrom, is new to Portland schools, 
having last served as an assistant principal in 
Ansonia. Emmons said she has made this year’s 
motto “Be where your feet are,” and has been fo-
cusing on encouraging her staff to embrace the 
moment and remember that, for their young 
students, school is still school.

“The kindergartners will still have only one 
kindergarten year and first graders will still have 
only one first grade year,” she said. “As adults, 
it’s going to be really hard to say, ‘Okay, I’m 
still going to come in and do my job and make 
sure that this would be like any other year,’ but 
also acknowledge that this is also going to be 
the last of certain things, so celebrating certain 
moments and milestones and pieces, and [also 
making] that attempt to be super present.”

Emmons said it’s natural to always say 
“What’s the next step?” but it’s also important 
to remember what’s happening now. Emmons 
said that while she might be a new principal, she 
wasn’t planning any big changes this year for the 
school, as she knows next year will have plenty.

When Emmons’ Valley View students move 
over to Gildersleeve for two years in the fall 

Portland in Bloom… Awards and ribbons have been given out to all of the par-
ticipants in this year’s Portland Street Garden Project. The Blooming Together 
Award was presented to Savvy Swap Consignment and Highland Sol Flower Farm, 
represented by Kerianne Burchardt and Michelle Engel; Dog Tales Grooming and 
Pet Care, represented by Mike and Louise Walsh; SilTec Labs, represented by Leigh 
Radziwon (not shown); and Fabian’s Pizza, represented by Clemente Fabian. Port-
land River Valley Garden Club, which presents the annual street garden project, 
says the award recognizes neighboring businesses whose collective participation 
and plantings helped beautify their block. See additional photos on page 27.

RHAM Schools Expand Courses, Opportunities
By Toriana Williams

Don’t forget to sharpen your pencils because 
it’s already back to school season!

Regional School District 8 (RHAM) is pre-
paring to welcome students back next Thursday, 
Aug. 27, with new courses and more opportuni-
ties to help students shape their future.

The district expects about 1,000 students this 
year. Enrollment figures show 343 students at 
the middle school and 639 students at the high 
school. High school enrollment is down by 
about 35 students, and the middle school count 
is roughly unchanged. Also, 22 high school stu-
dents will be attending from Columbia through 
the district partnership program.

Superintendent of Schools Colin McNamara 
recently sat down with the Rivereast, where he 
shared there are no major changes that students 
and families will immediately notice when they 
return.

“We always have facility projects going on 
during the context of the summer months,” said 
McNamara.

This summer’s work has included a new load-
ing dock and the repainting of parking lot lines. 
The district has also enjoyed using their track 
field after a major improvement made last year.

“It’s been great,” he said. “The community is 
really appreciative of it.”

McNamara said he has seen community 
members using the track even in the evenings 
before Board of Education meetings.

The track is one part of a larger effort to im-
prove the district’s athletic facilities. Recently, 
RHAM has worked on drainage around the 
competition field, improved turf quality and 
completed other projects to keep athletic spaces 
safe and in good condition.

“We’ve just been slowly chipping away at the 
athletic facilities,” said McNamara, with a long-
term goal of keeping them “high quality and 
safe for our student athletes.”

While there may not be a major building 
project for students to see this year, there are 

several new academic opportunities for them 
to explore. One of the biggest additions is a 
firefighter course at the high school. Taught by 
Scott Scorso, the course will give students an in-
troduction to the skills and knowledge needed 
to work in the field.

The district already offers a popular EMT 
program where students can earn certifications 
and go on to serve as EMTs in the community. 
McNamara said Scorso is the same teacher who 
helps lead that effort, and that he’s a firefighter 
and paramedic.

Teaching kids how to save lives is an unusual 
course to find in any catalog, but that’s exactly 
what this new course aims to do. It will give 
students practical experience with firefighting 
concepts, safety, equipment and emergency re-
sponse.

Another course returning to the district is cu-
linary arts. RHAM previously offered culinary 
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Special Education Program Ready to SOAR
By Toriana Williams

Do you hear the school bell ringing? No? 
Well, you will soon!

Andover Elementary School will welcome 
students back on Aug. 27 for a new year of 
learning, new programs and a strong focus on 
building upon the academic progress that was 
made last year.

The school expects to begin the year with 
about 253 students, which Superintendent Val-
erie Bruneau said is pretty much the same as last 
year’s count. The number could still change as 
families continue to move into town and enroll 
their children.

While enrollment is expected to remain steady, 
students will notice several changes when they 
shuffle back into school. One of the most notice-
able will be the completion of a long-awaited 
bathroom project. Bruneau said the bathroom 
should be fully completed or nearly finished, 
with only a few final touch-ups needed.

“That will be exciting,” she said, noting that 
the project was often discussed during town 
meetings and other public meetings.

Students and staff will also notice new light-
ing throughout the hallways. The school is com-
pleting an Eversource rebate lighting project 
that replaces older lighting with energy-efficient 
LED fixtures.

Bruneau said teachers who have already re-
turned to the building have noticed the differ-
ence. “They’re like, wow, the halls are so bright,” 
she laughed. She joked that the brighter hall-
ways could be a sign of what is ahead.

“I tell them that’s a good sign of bright things 
to come,” she said.

The school will also welcome a new director 
of special education, Darona Hersh. She will re-
place retiring special education director Holly 
Maiorano. Bruneau said she is looking forward 
to Hersh joining the team.

“We look forward to her expertise and per-
spective. It’ll be nice to have her aboard,” she 
said.

Another new effort this year will focus on 
students with higher special education needs. 
The school is launching a pilot program called 

SOAR, which stands for Supporting Opportuni-
ties, Access and Relationships.

The program will be led by special education 
teacher Kathy Hartnett and is designed to pro-
vide additional support while keeping students 
connected to their classmates and regular class-
room experiences. The program is similar to the 
traditional resource room model but is designed 
to give students more flexibility.

“It’s kind of a new spin on an old model,” said 
Bruneau.

Rather than spending the entire school day in 
a separate resource room, students will receive 
additional help while still having opportunities 
to participate in the classroom with their peers. 
Bruneau said many of the students who need 
this level of support are younger children, in-
cluding students below third grade.

“You want them with their classmates,” she 
said.

The program is being developed as an in-
house support system, with Hartnett working 
throughout the summer with Principal Taylor 
Parker to prepare for its launch. The school re-
cently received a high-quality incentive grant 
to help support the program financially, which 
totaled $225,000.

The school also plans to build on what Bru-
neau described as a successful academic year.

“After a successful year last year with our new 
curriculum and our research-based instruction 
strategies, this year we look forward to continu-
ing with this successful curriculum and instruc-
tion strategies that we utilized last year,” she said.

Bruneau said the staff ’s work to improve stu-
dent learning has been impressive. 

“I’m so proud of [Parker],” Bruneau said, add-
ing with a laugh, “Sometimes I kind of feel like 
her mom.”

Bruneau credited staff members for working 
hard to meet the needs of every learner and said 
the school’s academic strategies appear to be 
making a difference.

“It’s working,” Bruneau said. “What they’re 
doing is fantastic, and I can’t wait.”

The school will also continue its four-house 

model, which brings students from different 
grade levels together and gives older students 
opportunities to take on leadership roles. Bru-
neau said the program has helped students de-
velop relationships throughout the school.

“It’s done so much to connect every grade to-
gether within the school community,” she said.

This year, Parker is also focusing on five 
character traits: critical thinking, communica-
tion, collaboration, motivation and integrity. 
Bruneau explained that the goal is to introduce 
those traits to younger students so they can con-
tinue developing them as they move through 
the upper grades and into RHAM.

While the school is starting the year with 
plenty of excitement and optimism, the effect of 
the recent budget process will still be felt. An-
dover will begin the year with several staff po-
sitions reduced or unfilled. That includes fewer 
paraeducators in the building, and the school 
will not offer Spanish this year. Bruneau said the 
loss of Spanish means the school will look for 
other ways to provide enrichment, particularly 
through after-school activities.

The library will also operate differently. The 
library itself will remain open, but the school 
will not have a full-time library media specialist 
available throughout the day. Bruneau said the 
school spent the summer developing a schedule 
so students can continue using the library with 
their classroom teachers. Other teachers will also 
use the space for projects, including research.

“We will make it work this year,” she said. 
“This is a temporary situation for us.” Bruneau 
said the school hopes to bring back the librarian 
position in the future.

Despite those challenges, the academic goal 

for the coming year is pretty straightforward: 
keep doing what works. Bruneau compared the 
school’s recent approach to a recipe.

“We actually want to try to take the, I’ll call it, 
recipe that we’ve utilized in the last 18 months 
and keep it as similar as possible,” she said.

“We finally know that what it is they’re doing 
is working,” said Bruneau. “So I don’t want to 
rock the boat.”

Her goal for the year, she said, is to “rinse and 
repeat.”

Before school begins, families will have a 
chance to visit the school during a family meet-
and-greet on Aug. 26. Students and families can 
see classrooms, make friends and enjoy an ice 
cream truck.

Then, on Sept. 22, the school will hold its 
larger fall back-to-school event. Bruneau said 
the event usually attracts between 300 to 400 
people.

When asked for one thing she would tell 
students before they return, she replied, “We 
missed them.”

The summer may have held camps and sched-
uled services for some students, but Bruneau 
said it’s not the same without the usual school-
day energy. She said staff members especially 
look forward to seeing how much students have 
grown during the summer.

“You see how much they’ve grown and they’re 
like, ‘Look miss, I’m as tall as you,’” she said. 
“And you’re like, ‘How is it possible they grew 
that much in only 12 weeks?’”

For Bruneau, the excited chatter of the stu-
dents is what makes the beginning of the school 
year exciting.

“We can’t wait to have them back,” she said.

Annual Steak Dinner

WAIM Fall Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon, 
at 866 Main St.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market 
experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items range 
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check. 

WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry) 
is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover 
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon, 
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham, and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

The Andover Volunteer Fire Department’s 
annual steak dinner will be Saturday, Sept. 
26, from 5-7 p.m., at the firehouse on School 
Road. 

This meal includes all you can eat sirloin 
steak, served with a baked potato, salad, fresh 
baked bread, beverages and ice cream. Eat in 
or take out.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors 
(age 62+) and $10 for children ages 6-12.

Tickets can be purchased from any fire de-
partment member, on Wednesday evenings at 
the firehouse, or by calling Mindy at 860-706-
3074, Karen at 860-377-1599, or Chief Ron 
Mike at 860-335-0264. A limited number of 
tickets will be available at the door.
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Bingo & Basket Raffle
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle 
night on Friday, Aug. 21, starting with dinner at 
5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo. No reservations required. 

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 with questions.

Vacancy for PZC Alternate
There is a vacancy for an Alternate Planning 

and Zoning Commission member. Any quali-
fied Andover elector interested in serving as a 
member of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for a term ending Nov. 20, 2029, is encour-
aged to apply.

The deadline for submission of letters of in-
terest is Thursday, Sept 3.

Letters of interest should be sent to: Town of 
Andover Building Department 17 School Rd., 
Andover, CT 06232. Alternatively, submissions 
may be emailed to: zoning@andoverct.org.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 

a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

The Andover Community and Senior Center 
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. Transportation 
to town events, voting, and ACSC activities to 
Andover seniors, veterans, and disabled are wel-
come. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Stretch 
& Strength fitness classes, Chair Massage and 
more, see the monthly newsletter, “Community 
Connections.” Transportation is available.

Special Upcoming Events: The Summer 
MOVEment Celebration is winding down, and 
has featured the “Our Future is So Bright, We 
Have To Wear Shades” theme, wearing sun-
glasses, capturing fun photos, and sharaing 
the spirit of MOVEment and connection. The 
center welcomes new assistant. Kate McCarthy 
Cox. All are invited to stop by and give her a 
warm welcome. 

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Wil-
limantic 8/25, 9/8, 9/22. Shop in Manchester on 
9/1, 9/15, 9/29. Transportation is available. And 
on Thursday, 9/17, 8:30 a.m., shop Trader Joe’s 

& Michael’s.
Fun with Fondu: Wednesday, 8/26, 3 p.m. 

Theme: Chocolate with Marshmallows and 
Toppings. Fee is $3. 

Disappearing 4-Patch Quilting Workshop: 
Mondays, 8/24, 8/31, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Fee is 
$10 per class. In this sewing workshop, students 
learn the technique to make a disappearing 
4-patch quilt, 64”x80”. First session is required. 
Bring your sewing supplies. Fabric requirement 
provided at time of sign-up. Call the center to 
join.

Foot Care with Sue: Thursday, 8/27, $42. Call 
the center for an appointment. Transportation 
is available.

Haircare with Helen – Free for Andover 
Veterans: Monday, 8/31, 10:30 a.m. As a thank 
you for your service, Andover veterans are in-
vited to receive free haircuts during this special 
Veterans Haircut Program. Appointments re-
quired. Contact the center for availability and 
scheduling.

Thrift Shopping: Thursday, 9/3, 9 a.m. All 
are invited on a trip exploring local thrift stores. 
Whether you’re shopping for clothing, home 
décor, books, or collectibles, this trip is a great 
way to enjoy time with friends while hunting for 
amazing deals.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice 
Cream: Friday, 9/4, Grand Finale Celebration 
at the center. The summer-long ice cream jour-
ney has come to an end. Passport participants 
are invited to an Ice Cream Sunday Celebration. 
Participants must use Andover Transportation. 
Call the center to register and pick up your pass-
port.

Monthly Veterans Coffee Hour: Monday, 
9/14, 9:30 a.m. All veterans are invited to a free 
coffee hour every first Monday of the month. 
Connect with fellow veterans, share stories, 
build friendships, and enjoy a cup of coffee in 
a relaxed setting.

Lunch Bunch: Friday, Sept. 18, 11 a.m., to 
Main Moose, Columbia. Enjoy lunch with 
friends at a local restaurant. The center will pro-
vide transportation to and from the restaurant. 
Participants are responsible for the cost of their 
own meal. Registration is required; call the cen-
ter. For a ride, call 860-498-2326.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 9/23 
and 9/30, 3 p.m. Theme: Jelly Fish. This class is 
geared toward kids grade 4-8 and is for all skill 
levels. Supplies provided. Discount for siblings. 
To register, call the center at 860-742-7305 ext. 
4510.

Barbecue and Car Show
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will hold a Barbecue and Car Show on Friday, 
Sept. 11, from 4-7 p.m. It doesn’t matter if your 
car is a show queen or daily driver. 

There is no entry fee to show your car. Ad-
mission is $15 and includes hamburgers and hot 
dogs with all the fixin’s. 
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Funds for New Uniforms… Dave Gilbert (left) and Jamie Leonard (right) of the 
Portland Exchange Club recently presented a check to Jen Morales, track coach at 
Portland High School, for a donation of $2,000 towards new track team uniforms.  The 
proceeds were from the Exchange Club’s Charity Golf Tournament earlier this year.

News copy deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday at noon. Please 
address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O. Box 373, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Bulletin Board
I was puttering around behind the garage one afternoon this past weekend when my wife 

stopped to update me on her Let’s Clean Up America (Right Now!) campaign. 
This campaign is based on the premise that God erred in not including “cluttering things 

up” among the Seven Deadly Sins, maintaining that cluttering should rank somewhere after 
sloth but before gluttony in the ranks of objectionable behaviors. 

Since our sons have left the nest, the primary offender in the “cluttering” department these 
days is, as you might have guessed, that most important of persons (me) – who is also (if I do 
say so myself) an unabashed contender for high honors in the sloth department.

The irony is that I seem capable of creating clutter even when I am being slothful, which 
is not as hard as it may sound when the perpetrator is lying on his back on the couch gnaw-
ing on  over-stuffed tacos and clicking through the TV channels in search of something that 
doesn’t involve people shrieking at each other over politics or somber speculation by “ancient 
alien theorists” that hemorrhoids were introduced to mankind by malicious space travelers 
from beyond the Pleiades.

In any case, there I was out behind the garage getting a few minutes of fresh air and proudly 
surveying my collection of potentially useful odds and ends salvaged over several years of 
successful and not-so-successful home improvement projects when my wife wandered over, 
completely unsolicited.

“It looks like Dogpatch back here,” she observed. “It’s a mess. You should take all this stuff to 
the dump.”

“The dump?!” I said brightly. “I love the dump!”
“I know,” she remarked. “That’s where most of this stuff probably came from in the first 

place. You go to the dump with a bag of trash and come back with five bags.”
“This is all useful stuff,” I protested. “See that pile of vintage bricks? Do you know what you 

pay for vintage bricks these days? And see over there? No, over there underneath all those 
matted vines near the roll of rusty chicken wire. Those are pressure-treated four-by-fours from 
the old garden fence. Fantastic stuff. Lasts practically forever. I bet those have been lying there 
for 20 years and they’re still almost as good as new.”

That impressed her. “Twenty years,” she said under her breath. “Twenty (bleeping) years.”
“Yep. Easily.”
“What are those…those square things?” she said, pointing to a tumbled pile of concrete 

blocks.
“Cinder blocks. Can you believe someone threw those out?”
“Seriously,” she said. “What would you ever use those for?”
“Oh, I don’t know. Maybe build some steps or a retaining wall. Maybe someday I’ll want to 

sink a dead body in deep water. Who knows?”
Unconvinced, she went over and tugged at one of the cinder blocks. “God,” she said. “What 

are all these vines, anyway?” They’re all over the place.”
“Um. Looks sort of like poison ivy.”
The next day it became clear, even to her, that when it comes to clutter, sometimes sloth is 

safer than industry. Particularly if you’re not wearing gloves.	
Jim Hallas

First off, a hearty “welcome back to 
Rivereast-land” for Paul Smith.

Smith, as longtime readers may recall, was 
the superintendent of schools in East Hamp-
ton from 2016 to 2024. Well, he’s back – not in 
East Hampton this time, but in Marlborough.

The Marlborough school board tapped 
Smith last week to be the town’s new super-
intendent of schools. Well, school in this case, 
as it’s just the one: Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall 
School, a.k.a. Marlborough Elementary.

East Hampton was Smith’s last full-time 
gig as a superintendent; Marlborough’s is a 
part-time role. Since leaving East Hampton 
in 2024, Smith has worked for different Con-
necticut school districts in various capacities, 
including educational consultant, executive 
coach, and accreditation leader. He most re-
cently served as interim superintendent for 
Region 17 Public Schools in Higganum.

* * *
Speaking of schools, this week marks our 

annual back-to-school issue, with various 
stories previewing the upcoming school year. 
You’ve already seen two of them on the cover 
(unless you turn straight to page 4 each week 
to read my column – in which case, thank 
you, thank you, you’re far too kind), and there 
are more inside.

Summer, as it always does, flew by. To quote 
the great poet Taylor Swift, “August slipped 
away into a moment in time, ‘Cause it was 
never mine.” But the new school year is al-
ways exciting. Good luck to all students and 
teachers.

* * *
Schooling isn’t just for kids, of course. 

You’re never too old to stop learning – and 
to quote another poet, Arthur Fonzarelli, 
“Learning is cool.”  

On Wednesday, Sept. 16, from 4:30-6 p.m., 
Presidents’ College, the adult lifelong learning 
program at the University of Hartford, will 
hold its Fall Kickoff.

 This “Get to Know Us” event features re-
freshments and jazz. Also, attendees will hear 

fall course instructors describe what inspired 
their upcoming sessions. See if the program’s 
lectures, discussions, or 2-3 session mini-
courses are a fit for you! All courses are held 
at the UHart campus.

Offerings this year will deal with such top-
ics as Iranian history & culture, AI & Market-
ing, cold case investigations and forensic sci-
ence, the Supreme Court, how immunology is 
revolutionizing medicine, Bach, world myths 
of return from the underworld, Jane Eyre, 
French film, national and global politics, and 
much more. 

People can also elevate their theater expe-
rience by attending discussions of the Hart-
ford Stage production of Dracula – and then 
catching a performance of the show. 

There’s no charge for the Fall Kickoff event, 
but you need to reserve a seat at hartford.edu/
pc. For more information, email pcollege@
hartford.edu or call 860-768-4495.

* * * 
In keeping with the education theme, 

Goodwin University will host its 21st annual 
Golf Tournament on Monday, Oct. 5, at the 
Hartford Golf Club in West Hartford. 

Registration is at 9:30 a.m., followed by a 
shotgun start at 11 a.m. The day includes golf, 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, complimentary bev-
erages, raffles, and on-course contests. This 
year, WFSB-TV Channel 3’s Scot Haney re-
turns as honorary event chair.

The golf tournament supports the Good-
win Foundation Scholarship Fund, which 
assists students with demonstrated financial 
need as they work toward certificates and de-
grees in career-focused fields.

Several Rivereast-area residents attend 
Goodwin each year, so one of those scholar-
ships you’ll be supporting just might help 
someone you know. 

For more information on the tournament – 
and if interested in participating as a sponsor 
– visit www.goodwin.edu/foundation/golf.

 * * *
See you next week.

Thanks Poll Workers
To the Editor:

Here in Marlborough, we are fortunate to 
have a dedicated group of residents willing 
to staff the early voting polls. This year, they 
worked through some of the most beautiful 
days of summer. Led by our Registrars, Sandy 
Cameron-Adams and Michele Ann Kacy, the 
team was committed to giving residents the op-
portunity to vote for seven full days before the 
Aug. 11 primary. Many thanks to everyone who 
works so hard to ensure we all have the oppor-
tunity to cast a vote.

Lauren Griffin
Marlborough Town Clerk

It’s Okay to Say No
To the Editor:

 It’s okay to say no and no and no again until 
they get it right. Keep in mind that those push-
ing for the Colchester budgets approvals have 
a stake in the game and need your money to 
push their agenda. We found out the hard way 
what happens when they get their hands on our 
money: like kids in a candy store, spend, spend, 
spend. They are now in a quandary, don’t know 
how or what to do, because they never account-
ed for that rainy day when you know what hit 
the fan, and we don’t want that to happen to us.

 Frank Grande – Colchester

Four Shocking Points
To the Editor:

East Hampton voters, last week’s Town Coun-
cil meeting revealed four shocking issues with 
the proposed budget. We can still vote ‘no’ on 
the 26th. Why? Because somebody is still not 
listening.

 One: the BOF has elected not to make fur-
ther changes to the BOE budget and has sub-
mitted the same budget that was just defeated! 
Either they are not capable of finding additional 
savings as demanded by the voters, or unwilling 
to take a stand against the BOE. Either way, this 
is an insult to the voters.

 Two: If the referendum fails, state law says 
the budget must revert to prior year levels. So, 
voters, we have the opportunity to achieve a 
zero-based BOE budget as was originally de-
manded (and ignored by our town leaders).

 Three: Apparently the state has provided 
some dollars in funding that been allocated to 
the Smart Start program, and private funds have 
been collected to support middle school sports. 
At the meeting, it was pointed out that the ex-
penses listed on the budget were not reduced 
based on receiving the monies, but instead left 
intact, thus inflating the budget. It is not clear 
if this is an accepted accounting practice or yet 
another BOE effort to grab more of your tax 
dollars.

 Four: State law decrees that education bud-
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Please Vote ‘Yes’
To the Editor:

I was so disappointed to hear our East Hamp-
ton school budget failed to pass on our 3rd ref-
erendum. Having taught in our schools for over 
20 years, and having served on our school board 
both in the seventies and after retirement, I felt 
the need to write.

These are challenging times. We’re all fighting 
steadily increasing costs, but our school system 
is fighting inflation too. In addition, many ex-
penses are fixed. Contracts have been negoti-
ated; programs have been mandated. There is 
little flexibility. The programs remaining are 
carefully considered ones serving specific needs

I am often amazed by the accomplishments of 
former students. East Hampton is blessed with 
an amazing student body; some needing sup-
port, some needing challenge. Exposure to mu-
sic, art, drama, sports can enrich, even change, 
lives. These additional programs strive to serve 
a diverse student population with various needs.

As a teacher, I have found incredible en-
couragement and cooperation for our mission. 
I have always thought of our community as a 
team. Our students deserve and need your sup-
port. Please vote “yes” on Aug. 26th.

Carol Lane – East Hampton

The Definition of Insanity
To the Editor:

Can someone explain why the BoE, BoF, TC 
are spending your tax dollars on a fourth ref-
erendum with no changes from the third go-
around?

A definition of insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over and expecting a different 
result. For the life of me, I cannot come up with 
any reason why we are throwing away money 
and time voting on the same numbers, a second 
time around. Elections/referendums cost mon-
ey and time for elections workers.

I will be voting ‘no’ again to the BoE budget.
Get out and vote. Wednesday, Aug. 26, at the 

Town Hall, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. It’s easy and 
only takes a few minutes. Or you can stop into 
the town hall Town Clerk’s office during regular 
hours to vote absentee. This is the most impor-
tant vote as it directly affects your “pocketbook” 
and your quality of life in our lovely town.

Lori Wilcox – East Hampton

Recognition and Appreciation
To the Editor:

Our grateful thanks to those Town of 
East Hampton employees and civic-minded 
resident(s) whom assisted in the completion 
of the needed maintenance repairs to the Jim 
Wild memorial fountain within Sears Park. This 
fountain had been sadly vandalized and sat dor-
mant and non-functioning unfortunately for 
quite some time. Many friends and folks had 
generously donated having this monument ded-
icated years ago serving those who frequented 
our park. 

Our town residents should continue to re-
spect and recognize the care necessary for all 
monuments and sites as well as our lake. Up-
keeping Sears and the lake provides all attend-
ees, residents and park program participants a 
valuable enjoyable site. Let all townsfolk con-
tinue to greatly appreciate Sears and those re-
sponsible for its care and continuing existence. 

Our thanks for the efforts made in finally re-
storing this monument’s functionality.

The Jim Wild Family
East Hampton

gets cannot be reduced from the current year. 
Zero increase is allowed, but reduction is not. 
The BOE budget is created taking into account 
potential state funding. Any funding that the 
state provides this year is in no way guaranteed 
for the next year. So if the state decides not to 
provide funding for next year, equal to this year, 
the taxpayers of EH will have to make up the 
deficit, because the education budget cannot be 
reduced. That means more money out of your 
pocket, because the BOE won’t cut spending.

 The BOE referendum failed because officials 
again failed to listen to the majority of voters in 
EH. When voters speak clearly at the ballot box, 
they expect meaningful corrections, not small 
changes, token cost reductions, or worse yet, no 
changes at all. Voters of EH, be prepared for the 
onslaught of emotional extortion using the kids 
as cannon fodder, alleged voter ignorance, lame 
excuses, finger-pointing, name-calling, weak 
solutions, political double-talk, and self-serving 
justifications as to why a reduced BOE budget is 
not possible. 

 We can still vote ‘no’ until you listen.
Regards,

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton
Voting ‘No’ Again

To the Editor:
Voters have said ‘no’ to the education budget 

three times.
Lasting reductions have still not been made. 

We are being asked to vote on the same dollar 
amount!

Accepting generous donations to keep pro-
grams alive for THIS year will still need to paid 
for next year – on top of contractual and utility 
obligations. This is not the reduction in spending 
that voters asked for.

Join me in voting ‘no’ again on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, at Town Hall.

Sincerely,
Melissa H. Engel – East Hampton

Note: Engel is chair of the East Hampton Repub-
lican Town Committee.

Gratitude Amidst the 
Budget Mess

To the Editor:
East Hampton’s budget season has been es-

pecially chaotic this year, resulting in a fourth 
referendum set for Wednesday. Every time, 
writers like me tried to influence the vote. Face-
book gets flooded with opinions and varying 
amounts of accurate information. Lawns and 
public spaces become a sign stand-off.

It’s debatable whether any of these strategies 
influence residents in either direction. Most 
people have likely made up their mind well be-
fore heading to the polls. If anything, the mes-
saging is more a reminder to go vote and less a 
battle of persuasion. (But if I’m wrong, please 
vote yes on Wednesday).

Amidst all the mess and uncertainty, the start 
of the school year is now less than a week away. 
With it are questions about an unsettled budget 
and concerns over beloved programs. Yet we’ve 
found a steady group of people who have dedi-
cated themselves to preparing East Hampton 
for the year ahead and finding ways to engage 
the community in creative ways. These people 
may not ask for the credit, but they deserve our 
gratitude.

First, thank you to our educators and school 
leaders. Despite a muddled budget picture, 
classes have been assigned, teachers are already 
back, and East Hampton will be ready for the 
first day on Thursday. This was a tremendous 
accomplishment requiring hard work by many, 
much of which goes unseen and unappreciated. 

Next, thank you to everyone doing the tasks 
that may go unnoticed but are equally impor-
tant. This includes the facilities staff getting the 
buildings in order, the technology team prep-
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in BerlinYou Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Historical Hebron
To the Editor:

It was exciting to read two articles in last 
week’s Rivereast featuring the Hebron Histori-
cal Society and our remarkable history. Thank 
you to Mary-Ellen and Bob Gonci for represent-
ing Hebron at Fort Ticonderoga and answering 
the roll call for our brave Revolutionary War 
patriots. Men like Captain Abijah Rowlee, Cap-
tain Elisha Beach and Lieutenant Samuel Filer 
acted with courage and sacrifice, gaining a no-
table place in the pivotal events of 1776. The 
capturing of the cannon at Fort Ticonderoga 
was a critical moment during the early days of 
the Revolutionary War. Led by Colonel Henry 
Knox, a group of 59 cannon were then dragged 
300 miles over ice and snow to be placed on 
Dorchester Heights, leading directly to the 
evacuation of the British from Boston.

You can learn about our Revolutionary War 
heroes and so much more at the groundbreak-
ing new exhibition at the Hebron Historical 
Society. Opening on September 6th at the Old 
Town Hall, located on Route 66, will be “Defin-
ing a Sense of Place in an Age of Cyberspace.” 
If you haven’t been to the Historical Society in 
while, I strongly encourage you to stop by, the 
transformation has been remarkable. A multi-
year effort to restore the historic 1838 building 
and re-imagine the gallery space has resulted 
in the opportunity to directly engage with 
thousands of years of dynamic history. Special 
thanks to historian John Baron, President Sue 
Porter, Board member Geoff Kirkham and all 
the members of the Historical Society’s Board 
of Directors for a job well done.

We are so fortunate to have such a compel-
ling, diverse and unique history that truly offers 
a vital sense of place. As we embrace our living 
history and gather at a town meeting on Tues-
day, Aug. 18th, to vote to acquire the property at 
9 Pendleton Drive, I hope our town leaders and 
residents will continue to embrace the history 
that surrounds us. One of the few places left in 
Hebron that would be recognizable to Captain 
Abijah Rowlee, Captain Elisha Beach and Lieu-
tenant Samuel Filer is the historic property at 
17 Kinney Rd. The acquisition of 9 Pendleton 
Drive will allow access from this historic site to 
the very center of town. The engagement with 
historic tourism and outdoor recreation offers 
our community the opportunity to participate 
in a sustainable multimillion dollar a year in-
dustry. For more information please visit Save 
Hebron Center on Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Passion Is Not the Problem
To the Editor:

A resident quoted in last week’s Rivereast said, 
“The politics of this town are terrible.” I agree 
that Colchester’s political climate has become 
unhealthy. But this did not suddenly happen 
during the current budget debate. It has been 
developing for years.

Colchester residents are passionate about 
their town, its schools, its services and the cost 
of sustaining them. That passion is not the prob-
lem. Disagreement is a necessary part of repre-
sentative government.

The problem begins when legitimate ques-
tions about policy, spending and procedure are 
answered by questioning the character or mo-
tives of the people asking them.

A current example is the nearly $25,000 in-
crease in the First Selectman’s salary reflected 
in the latest budget proposal. But my question 
concerns what happened last November: What 
legal authority permitted the Board of Select-
men to raise that salary during the fiscal year 
without action by Town Meeting?

Connecticut General Statutes §7-460 says 
municipal compensation is fixed through the 
municipality’s legislative body. In Colchester, 
that is Town Meeting, and the budget receives 
final approval through a successful referendum.

Instead of receiving a citation to a different 
state statute or town policy, I get attacks on my 
character and motives. Is that who we are? Re-
ally?

The word “misinformation” has also become 
a frequently used smear. Too often, the person 
using it never identifies the allegedly incorrect 
statement or offers facts correcting it. A label is 
not a rebuttal.

The same standard should apply following 
two failed budget referendums. Citizens who 
voted ‘no’ should not be dismissed as misin-
formed, selfish or opposed to education. Their 
votes represent a legitimate demand for greater 
affordability and accountability.

If someone questions a budget, answer with 
numbers. If someone questions legal author-
ity, identify that authority. If someone ques-
tions why a position exists, identify the essential 
function it performs and explain why those re-
sponsibilities cannot be absorbed elsewhere. If 
a claim is incorrect, correct it with facts rather 
than insulting the person who made it.

We do not need to agree with one another to 

ping computers and accounts, the nutrition 
staff setting food menus and programs, and the 
transportation employees getting routes set.

Finally, thank you to the groups and indi-
viduals who have stepped up as sponsors for the 
middle school sports programs that would have 
otherwise been lost. Through the generosity of 
several in the community, sports like soccer, 
cross country, and cheerleading have already 
been added back to EHMS. I hope this year is 
the exception and not the rule, and that we can 
restore athletics funding back to the budget. For 
now, you have provided a respite that will allow 
these programs to move forward, and we are 
grateful.

There are many more who deserve thanks 
and I apologize for all omissions. Just know that 
your efforts are appreciated, and regardless of 
the budget mess, this will be a great school year.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt – East Hampton 

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East 
Hampton Board of Education and the East 
Hampton Democratic Town Committee, but said 
he is writing independently of both.

Route 2 Construction
To the Editor:

The active construction zones on Route 2 in 
Colchester have crossed the line from a tempo-
rary inconvenience to an unacceptable public 
safety crisis. Over the last few months, we have 
witnessed a series of catastrophic accidents, 
including a tragic fatality in May and multiple 
tractor-trailer rollouts down highway embank-
ments.

This infrastructure overhaul spans two major 
state projects totaling over $74 million, man-
aged by contractors American Roma JV and 
Empire Paving. While these road repairs are 
necessary, the execution of the active lane pat-
terns, narrow shifts, and poor nighttime visibil-
ity is a dangerous debacle. It is only a matter of 
time before another life is lost.

When Route 2 shuts down due to these crash-
es, the burden falls entirely on Colchester. Our 
local roads clog with gridlock, and our local first 
responders are stretched thin managing hazard-
ous fuel spills and secondary collisions.

Because Route 2 is a state highway, individual 
resident complaints are easily brushed aside by 
the CTDOT bureau in Hartford. We need our 
local leadership to step in. I am publicly urging 
First Selectman Bernie Dennler and the Board 
of Selectmen to use the full weight of their of-
fices to formally demand that CTDOT conduct 
an immediate emergency safety audit of both 
work zones.

The state and its contractors must re-evaluate 
these hazardous lane configurations, improve 
reflective marking visibility, and protect the mo-
torists traveling through our town before more 
people are injured or killed.

Denis Cardell – Colchester 

You Showed Great Openness
To the Editor:

I took the opportunity to read the following 
at the RHAM BOE meeting of Aug. 17:

Madame Chair, board members, Superinten-
dent,

The first meeting of the new educational year, 
everyone stretching, rubbing their eyes, feeling 
the touch of any possible sunburn obtained. 
And now you begin.

I wanted to take a moment under public 
comment of this board meeting to express my 
sincere and huge appreciation for the experi-
ment in public communications that you have 
embarked on. Such a course is risky and poten-
tially acrimonious, but you listened over the last 
seven months to the difficulties encountered 
by institutions and individuals voiced during 
the budget discussions. And you showed great 
openness during that process.

And now you move to broaden this philoso-
phy.

I hope this experiment will help us weather 
the coming challenges that will beset your insti-
tution, those of the hosting town, all communi-
ties of your district and all citizens living there.

Terry McManus – Hebron

No Better Choice Than Weir
To the Editor:

I am writing in strong support of Steve Weir’s 
re-election to the Connecticut House of Repre-
sentatives for the 55th District. I have known 
Steve for nearly 30 years and cannot think of 
anyone who has worked harder for the people 
he represents.

As a retired Glastonbury police officer, I 
worked with Steve directly and later took over 
his role as Crime Prevention and Community 
Outreach Officer. His impact on Glastonbury’s 
seniors and the Riverfront Community Center 
was lasting. For more than a year, people still 
accidentally called me “Steve” because of the 
impression he had made. He cared deeply about 
people, brought forward-thinking ideas to the 
department, and got things done.

One of Steve’s greatest strengths is his abil-
ity to listen. At the Glastonbury Apple Fest, he 
always remembered my wife’s and daughters’ 
names and took a real interest in our conversa-
tions. He listens to Democrats and Republicans 
alike, and when a concern is valid, he fights for 
that person regardless of party affiliation. That is 
exactly the kind of representative we need.

I have watched Steve serve this community 
as a small business owner, police officer, realtor, 
and founder of American Integrity Restoration. 
His career reflects a consistent commitment to 
service, and his deep Glastonbury roots make 
him well suited to represent us.

Steve is also a devoted family man and a fa-
miliar presence far beyond his district. Years 
ago, at a lake gathering in Columbia, a small he-
licopter flew overhead and people immediately 
said, “There goes Steve Weir.” He knew we were 
there and flew by to say hello. That moment cap-
tured how connected he is to the people around 
him.

I am not usually active in politics, but after 
knowing Steve for so long, I am confident he is 
the right person for the job. His 100% voting 
record shows that he shows up, stays informed, 
and takes his responsibilities seriously.

To me, there is no better choice. I would 
rather be represented by someone with deep 
hometown roots and a real understanding of 
our community. I urge everyone to vote for 
Steve Weir. He is an impressive person and a 
good friend.

James Kennedy
Retired Glastonbury Police Officer

treat one another with respect. If we truly want 
a kinder Colchester, honesty and facts must re-
main at the center of our public debate.

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.
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See Letters, page 9

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 8/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 8/31/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE8-14-26

Family owned & operated

Grilled Shrimp
w/house salad & chips

of your choice
$30.95

Call or stop in for a menu today!

END OF SUMMER
SPECIAL!

East Hampton BOE Budget
To the Editor:

 I am an East Hampton resident and I am 
writing to express my disappointment with the 
failed Board of Education budgets for 2026-
2027. I believe, as I think all parents do, that our 
children’s education is paramount to their suc-
cess in the future. 

This past week, we had two distinctly differ-
ent letters in the Rivereast regarding the BOE 
budget’s failure to pass. One letter speaks of the 
importance of our children’s education, and its 
impact on their lives and their future, while the 
other says the BOE should cut spending and lis-
ten to the “majority” of the voters. That writer 
spoke of the ratio of school staff numbers to the 
student numbers versus the ratio of the town 
employees numbers to the population of the 
whole town of East Hampton, calling the differ-
ence “out of balance.” 

Using the ratio numbers provided in that let-
ter, there is 1 town employee per 53 residents vs 
1 school employee for 8 students. Indeed, a big 

Stay Informed
To the Editor:

As chair of the Colchester Board of Finance 
(BOF), I want to provide residents with an up-
date as we continue working toward adoption 
of both a town and Board of Education (BOE) 
budget.

Budget development is rarely a straight line. It 
is an iterative process that moves through mul-
tiple stages as elected officials work to find the 
right balance between affordability for taxpay-
ers and the programs and services our commu-
nity expects and values.

Following the outcome of Referendum 2, 
the Board of Finance carefully discussed next 
steps as we reacted to the message sent by vot-
ers. Over the past several weeks, BOF members 
have participated in multiple meetings with rep-
resentatives from the BOE/schools, town, and 
citizens and this resulted in bipartisan align-
ment on the reductions applied at our Aug 10 
meeting. Our focus was on responding to com-
munity concerns while seeking to preserve es-
sential services even as some had to be removed 
or slimmed down.

The revised town and Board of Education 
budgets that will be voted on at Referendum 3 
on Sept. 1 reflect those efforts. Together, these 
budgets result in a proposed mill rate increase 
of 0.51 mills. For the average residential prop-
erty in Colchester, that equates to approxi-
mately $9 per month, or about $108 per year, 
in additional property taxes. The proposed town 
budget is $19,060,237 (a reduction of $293,533 

We Already Voted 
This Budget Down

To the Editor:
The Board of Education (BoE) claimed the 

only budget reductions possible were to the pre-
school program and school sports. After voters 
rejected the budget in the last referendum, the 
district found funding for both programs. Now 
it is asking taxpayers to approve essentially the 
same budget they already rejected.

Credit goes to the mom who secured pre-
school funding when the BoE didn’t even try. 
That effort shows the BoE had not exhausted 
every option to ease the burden on taxpayers or 
to protect services so many voters wanted pre-
served. A private citizen had to step in to save 
the day.

Voters wanted lower spending, not simply 
different tax sources. The preschool money still 
comes from taxes, just at the state level. What 
happens next year when one-time grants and 
donations run out? Passing this budget only de-
lays the problem. Is the BoE counting on anoth-
er mom to save the day, or will it simply demand 
more from local taxpayers?

I’m told the combined town and BoE bud-
get relies on roughly a combined $1 million in 
one-time state aid this year. Officials appear pre-
pared to shift that full amount to local taxpayers 
next year on top of any additional increases they 
will undoubtedly seek.

If the budget passes, the previous referendum 
will have accomplished little beyond exposing 
the BoE’s failure.

A third-party audit of school staffing is 
needed to identify genuine efficiencies, protect 
the programs residents value, and reduce the 
burden on taxpayers. Until we get that level of 
transparency, taxpayers must vote ‘no,’ especial-
ly to a budget they already squashed in a previ-
ous referendum.

Bryon Turner – East Hampton

I Cannot Support 
the BOE Budget

To the Editor:
I commend the parents who fought to preserve 

programs important to their children. Unfortu-
nately, they are doing what the Board of Educa-
tion and Superintendent should have done: cut 
costs, secure grants, or find outside funding.

Because the Board of Finance did not perma-
nently restore these programs, they received a 
one-year stay. We will be right back here next year.

Whenever the BOE does not receive exactly 
what it requests, programs valued by parents and 
students seem to be the first threatened. Taxpay-
ers are tired of the shell games and threats. We 
want accountability.

With declining enrollment, has the BOE seri-
ously examined staffing? Consider:

· High school counselors: EHHS has approxi-
mately 500 students and three counselors – about 
165 students per counselor. ASCA recommends 
250:1. Two counselors would put EHHS at ap-
proximately that ratio. Eliminating one position 
could save an estimated $150,000–$200,000 in 
salary and benefits – potentially enough to fund 
both programs parents just fought to preserve.

· Memorial School nurses: Approximately 502 
students have two nurses. Historically, national 
guidance has referenced staffing benchmarks 
around one nurse per 750 healthy students. If spe-
cific student medical needs justify two positions, 
taxpayers should be shown the data supporting 
that staffing level.

· Math and reading intervention: Why are certi-
fied teachers being used for students who simply 
need extra help? Put those teachers back in class-

A Tremendous Success
To the Editor:

We would like to extend our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to everyone who helped make 
this year’s National Night Out and Fireworks 
celebration in Colchester such a tremendous 
success.

The event brought together families, friends, 
neighbors, first responders, community orga-
nizations, and local leaders in a way that truly 
showcased the spirit of our town. National Night 
Out is an important opportunity to strengthen 
relationships between residents and the police 
and public safety personnel who work tirelessly 
to keep our community safe. It was wonderful 
to see so many people enjoying the evening and 
connecting with one another.

The fireworks display was a spectacular fi-
nale and provided a memorable experience for 
attendees of all ages. Events like these do not 
happen without countless hours of planning, 
coordination, and volunteer support. A special 
thank you goes to our sponsor Colchester Pizza, 
town staff, public safety personnel, volunteers, 
and vendors who contributed their time and ef-
fort to make the evening so enjoyable.

Colchester is fortunate to have such dedi-
cated individuals and organizations committed 
to building a strong sense of community. The 
success of this event reflects the pride and team-
work that make our town a special place to live.

Thank you for another outstanding National 
Night Out and Fireworks celebration. We look 
forward to many more years of this cherished 
community tradition.

Sincerely,
Tiffany Quinn, Director

Colchester Parks and Recreation

Weir Is a Nice Guy;
That’s Not Enough

To the Editor:
Recent letters have praised Steve Weir as a 

kind, accessible, hard-working man. I believe 
every word. If we were choosing a neighbor of 
the year, he would get my vote.

But we are choosing a legislator, and a leg-
islator’s job is not proclamations and ribbon 
cuttings. It is votes. His admirers point to his 
perfect attendance. Perfect attendance is fine, 
but only if those votes support our community. 
Consider what four years of showing up has 
produced.

This May the House passed the budget ad-
justment, SB 1, by 127-21. It carries roughly 
$630,000 in new aid for the five towns of the 
55th: about $98,000 for Andover, $270,000 for 
Hebron, $149,000 for Marlborough, plus more 
for Bolton and eastern Glastonbury. Of the 49 
Republicans voting, 28 said ‘yes.’ Weir voted ‘no,’ 
on money for his own towns.

After the Concierge Apartments disaster in 
Rocky Hill, where an out-of-state owner let a 
complex rot until thousands of tenants had to 
be relocated and the Attorney General had to 
extract over $5 million, the legislature answered 
with SB 274. It passed the Senate and cleared 
committee unanimously. On the session’s last 
night, Weir and a few allies threatened to run 
out the clock, and the bill died without a vote. 
Weir sits on the board of the Connecticut 
Apartment Association, whose president testi-
fied against the bill. Whose side was he on that 

difference, if you believe that 1 school employee 
is enough for 53 students. Of course we don’t 
know who would manage the school office, what 
teacher would be able to handle all of the differ-
ent course curriculums, who would serve lunch, 
sweep the floors and coach the athletic teams. 
I’m not familiar with any teacher, in my life, 
capable of all that. Yes, the budget for all those 
school employees and the physical schools, cost 
a lot more than the other 243 town employees, 
but both are important and very, very different. 

 Nonetheless, all proposed budgets require 
consideration and examination. I understand 
that increased budget amounts, every year, are 
not desirable to those who struggle to keep up, 
especially in addition to the incredible increase 
in the valuations of everyone’s homes in our 
little town. But I fear our town won’t be will-
ing to keep up with the needs of our future gen-
erations if they continue to vote down this BOE 
budget.

 Some say the BOE is not getting the message. 
I think it’s the other way around.

 Get out and vote ‘yes’ for our kids’ future,
Terry Sprankle – East Hampton

from round 2) and the proposed BOE budget 
is $48,791,797 (a reduction of $577,010 from 
round 2).

No budget will perfectly satisfy every resi-
dent. However, our goal remains the same: to 
develop a fiscally responsible budget that main-
tains critical services, supports our schools, and 
respects the financial realities facing Colchester 
taxpayers. These budget numbers will result in 
reductions in services and programs, and details 
around those impacts were also laid out and dis-
cussed for the public to understand.

I encourage all residents to stay informed and 
review the budget information that has been 
made available – see the BOF meeting record-
ings or the first selectman’s newsletter for a 
summary as a good place to start. And please 
be sure to vote in Referendum 3 on Sept. 1. Your 
engagement is an important part of the process, 
and your vote helps shape the future of our 
community.

Karen A. Belding, Chair
Colchester Board of Finance

rooms and, where additional support is needed, 
use trained paraprofessionals under appropriate 
supervision at significantly lower cost.

· Middle school library: A certified teacher 
staffs a position traditionally handled by a para-
professional. What measurable benefit justifies 
the additional cost?

These are the questions that should be asked 
before threatening programs affecting large num-
bers of students.

Many residents have suggested an independent 
review of the BOE budget. I don’t know whether 
state requirements would allow it, but if there 
truly isn’t a wasted dollar, an independent review 
should be welcomed, not feared.

Three failed referendums sent a message: 
taxpayers want accountability and sustainable 
changes – not temporary fixes.

I cannot support a BOE budget that continues 
this cycle. Stop threatening valued programs and 
start examining staffing, spending, and where the 
money is actually going.

Ted Hintz Jr.
Member, East Hampton Town Council

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE8-21-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Fri., Aug. 21st “Katmanduo”
Fri., Aug. 28th “K. Caruso and

the Elegant Vagabonds
Fri., Sept. 4th “All Mixed Up”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Amish Paradise… Valerie LaVake and Lou Pavan recently spent a few fun days in 
Bird-in-Hand, Pa., enjoying the beautiful Amish countryside.

The News in Norway… Donna Marsden of East Hampton recently visited Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark. She’s shown here at The Fjords in Norway with the Rivereast 
News Bulletin. 

Greetings, Gus!... Kathy and David Norkeveck of Colchester were recently in Seeley 
Lake, Montana, for their nephew’s wedding, and they went to visit Gus, America’s 
largest larch tree. It was a beautiful forest, they said!

Camping with the Rivereast… Sadie Wong of Hebron went camping at Rocky Neck 
State Park, with her grandmother, Nancy of Colchester, and her great-grandmother, 
Judy of Madison.
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

For years, building a new home often came at a significant premium compared with 
buying an existing one. Today, that decision has become more complicated.
One reason is the limited supply of existing homes. Many homeowners have low 
mortgage rates and aren’t eager to move, which has kept inventory tight and prices 
elevated.
At the same time, building isn’t inexpensive. Land, site work, septic systems, wells, 
permitting, labor, and materials can add significantly to the final cost—sometimes 
before construction of the house even begins.
But new construction offers something many buyers value: choice.
Building allows buyers to select the layout, finishes, energy-efficient systems, and 
features they want without immediately budgeting for renovations. Newer homes may 
also require less maintenance during the first several years.
Existing homes have advantages too. They’re typically available sooner, are located in 
established neighborhoods, and may already include landscaping, finished basements, 
decks, sheds, or other improvements that can be expensive to add later.
So which is better?
It depends on your budget, timeline, desired location, and willingness to manage the 
building process.
As existing home prices have risen, building deserves a closer look than it may have in 
the past. The important comparison isn’t simply the purchase price—it’s what you’re 
getting for your money and what you’ll need to spend after moving in.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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Building Versus Buying: What’s Changing?

Single-Family Homes
• 11 homes sold

• Average sale price: $435,954
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 98%

• Average days on market: 49 days
• Median days on market: 27 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 0 sold

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 9/15/26 08
06
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

night?
The pattern runs deeper. He voted no on re-

quiring safety fences around swimming pools; 
it passed 102-45. He voted ‘no’ on ending child 
marriage in Connecticut; it passed 98-45. He 
was one of five ‘no’ votes on approving the State 
Police union contract, one of four against giv-
ing small businesses a single point of contact 
in state government, one of three against reap-
pointing Judge Elizabeth Bozzuto, and the lone 
Republican ‘no’ on enforcing our boating laws.

This is not moderate versus conservative. 
When a bill passes 143-5 and your representa-
tive is one of the five, again and again, that is not 
independence. It is reflex.

A thousand ribbon cuttings do not make up 
for a no vote on your own towns’ aid. A hun-
dred proclamations will not shelter a tenant or 
fence a pool. Steve Weir is a nice guy. That is not 
enough.

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet – Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and is a member of the 
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing 
as an individual.

We Can’t Afford 
A Third Weir Term

To the Editor:
I went looking for evidence that Steve Weir 

has delivered results for the 55th District. I vis-
ited his own campaign website, steveweirforct.
com, expecting to find a bill he authored, a dol-
lar figure he brought back to our towns, or a law 
that eased the cost of living here. I found none. 
What’s there is attendance, community involve-
ment, and general values language — no legisla-
tive accomplishments, no funding secured, no 
results claimed.

Then I looked at Ellen Paul’s site, ellen-
forstaterep.com, which lays out Weir’s actual 
voting record with bill numbers attached. Ac-
cording to her published account: he voted ‘no’ 
on early-childhood education funding, ‘no’ 
on property tax relief tied to modernizing the 
state’s school funding formula, ‘no’ on renew-
able energy and community solar projects that 
could lower our electric bills, and ‘no’ on paid 
sick days and paid family leave — this despite 
serving as Ranking Member of the Labor Com-
mittee. Her site also states he voted the Republi-
can party line 96% of the time on contested bills.

Meanwhile, our bills keep climbing. Prop-
erty taxes are up. Gas, groceries, heating oil, 
and electricity cost more every month. Health 
insurance premiums have gotten so high that 
families are dropping coverage they can’t afford. 
This is precisely the moment a state representa-
tive should be delivering relief — not compiling 
a perfect attendance record while voting no on 
the bills meant to address it.

Ellen Paul is a librarian, nonprofit leader, and 
mother who has spent her career building co-
alitions and getting things done. Her platform 
speaks directly to what’s hurting us: property 
tax relief, affordable housing, and accountable 
energy policy that puts ratepayers first.

This November, or during early voting Oct. 
19th through Nov. 1st, I’ll be voting for Ellen 
Paul.

Sincerely,
Karen Wilkinson – Marlborough

Note: Wilkinson is a member of the Marlbor-
ough Democratic Town Committee, but said she 
is speaking as an individual.
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Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is host-

ing the following upcoming events. All are 
invited. Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all 
details on upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s proper-
ties each month to fight invasives, maintain 
meadows, and other needed stewardship 
tasks. This event is led by board member and 
stewardship chair Kevin Byrne, and he can 
be reached at: kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail 

crew work parties are held the third Sunday 
of every month usually from 1 p.m. until no 
later than 3 p.m. (Volunteers can stay for all 
or part of the hours.) Details of each month’s 
plan will be emailed to you. Sign up at col-
chesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Market: The CLT Booth 
will be at the Colchester Farmers Market on 
the Green on Sundays, Aug. 23 and Sept. 
27. All are invited to stop by and learn more 
about the land trust.

St. Andrew Church Cemetery Notice
Members of Guardian Angels Parish are 

working to clear St. Andrew New Cemetery 
and to help us preserve the beauty and dignity 
of this sacred place, we are working to clear the 
cemetery of items that interfere with mowing, 
routine maintenance, and the overall appear-
ance of the grounds.

Families are asked to visit their loved one’s 
gravesite and remove any glass lights, rocks, ce-
ramic pots, shepherd’s hooks, planted flowers, 
shrubs, trees, or other decorative items that are 
not permitted under the cemetery’s Rules and 
Regulations.

Please note the following:
Decorations are limited to one display per lot 

in a portable plastic or metal rectangular box 

placed no more than 10 inches from the monu-
ment.

As stated in the cemetery Rules and Regula-
tions, trees, shrubs, flowers, bric-a-brac, light-
ing, and other plantings placed in the ground 
are not permitted and may be removed without 
notice.

Any non-permitted items remaining in the 
cemetery may be removed as part of this clean-
up effort to ensure the cemetery can be main-
tained safely and respectfully.

If you have any questions, please refer to the 
Rules and Regulations that accompany your 
cemetery deed, or call the Guardian Angels Par-
ish Office at 860-537-2355.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Aug. 24: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Haircuts 
with Deborah; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign, Senior 
Spotlight; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness Orientation; 
12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Aug. 25: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m., Healthy Food Se-
ries; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle, In the Know; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Aug. 26: 9 a.m., Making Memo-

ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming. 

Thursday, Aug. 27: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; 
noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair 
Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes, Needlework 
Club; 12:30 p.m., Seasonal Crafts.  

Friday, Aug. 28: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group, Lunch Bunch – Lenny 
& Joe’s; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 p.m., Open Ping 
Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Flamingo Felting Class: Monday, Aug. 31, 10 
a.m. Needle felting is the art of sculpting wool. 
All are invited to come learn the process of cre-
ating a felt pink flamingo ornament. The cost of 
this program is $10 per person and includes all 
the materials needed to complete one flamingo. 
Space is limited.

Zumba Classes
Colchester Parks and Recreation is offering a 

pair of Zumba classes on Sundays in August at 
the Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane.

Zumba + Lift, a music-driven fitness pro-
gram, meets Sundays from 11 a.m.-noon, Aug. 
23 and 30. Fee per week is $12.

Zumba Gold, a low-impact, modified version 
of the standard Zumba fitness program, meets 
Sundays from 10-10:50 a.m., Aug. 23 and 30. 
Fee per week is $12. Minimum number of par-
ticipants needed is five, and maximum is 20.

For more information, visit www.colchesterct.
gov/recreation-department or call 860-537-7297.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor.  

  Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
Kids learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Free Community Clothing Swap: Saturday, 
Aug. 22, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring your gently used 
clothes and accessories and swap them for other 
fun fashions.

Bible Baptist Church News
Colchester Bible Baptist Church holds Sun-

day School at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Sunday 
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. There 
is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd., 
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. Pastor 
Scott Rosen can be emailed at pastor@colches-
terbible.org, and the church website is www.col-
chesterbible.org.

Setback League
Starting Up

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club setback league 
starts Thursday, Sept. 3, at 6:45 p.m. Teams of 
two play seven games Thursday evenings for 28 
weeks, followed by playoffs and a league ban-
quet. 

For more information or to sign up call Deb 
Crider at 860-204-1555 or Cindy Hardy at 860-
823-9278.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 

occupancy).
Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 

N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

Troop 72
Recycling Project

Boy Scout Troop 72 continues to accept re-
cyclable containers from residents or businesses 
at the Colchester Transfer Station or St. Joseph’s 
Polish Club.

You can drop bags of recyclable containers in 
the scout shed at the transfer station or on the 
lefthand side of the pavilion at the Polish Club 
at 395 South Main St. 

If you wish to schedule a pick-up, email leten-
drej@sbcglobal.net or text or call 860-917-8391.

Your donations will help scouts go to summer 
camp and experience trips and other camping 
activities they might otherwise have to miss due 
to a family’s ability to afford the event.
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Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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Celebrate Colchester Returns Sept. 19
Celebrate Colchester, a family-friendly com-

munity festival that brings together residents, 
local businesses, organizations, artisans and 
performers, will return next month. 

The event will be held Saturday, Sept. 19, 
from 1-5 p.m., on the Town Green.

Visitors can enjoy a variety of activities 
throughout the day, including: Local artisan 
and community vendors, Interactive activities 
for children and families, live DJ and concert 
with Sister Funk, food vendors and sweet treats, 
community organization exhibits, games, give-
aways and raffle opportunities, bounce house, 
face-painting and Touch A Truck.

Celebrate Colchester emphasizes community 
involvement by featuring local businesses, non-
profits, schools, clubs, and civic organizations. 
Vendors are encouraged to create engaging, 

family-friendly experiences by offering an ac-
tivity at their booth, helping to make the event 
interactive for attendees of all ages.

Proceeds from vendor raffle basket donations 
benefit the Colchester Parks & Recreation Day 
Camp Scholarship Fund, helping ensure that lo-
cal children have the opportunity to participate 
in summer camp regardless of financial circum-
stances.

Celebrate Colchester is presented by Colches-
ter Parks & Recreation. For current event infor-
mation, visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-
department.

Local vendors, businesses and organizations 
are welcome to participate in the event; if inter-
ested, email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov or 
call the office at 860-537-7297.
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$Portland Schools, cont. from page 1
of 2027, along with the district’s second grad-
ers, current Brownstone Intermediate School 
Principal Joe Santavenere will be making a big 
shift, trading the oldest elementary students for 
the youngest when he takes over kindergarten 
through second grade at Gildersleeve a year 
from now. For the former fifth grade teacher 
and current fifth and sixth grade principal, it’ll 
be a big change.

Santavenere said he’s excited for the coming 
year, which will be an interesting one in which 
all his students will graduate to middle school, 
with the fifth graders only spending one year at 
Brownstone before moving up along with the 
graduating sixth graders. While it will be a big 
difference, Santavenere said he doesn’t think the 
kids are terribly fazed.

“I’ve been talking to a few kids about it,” over 
the summer, he said, “but you know, kids are re-
silient, so…they’re probably not thinking about 
it as much as the adults are, you know? I think 
the kids are just like, ‘Okay, we’ll go wherever,’ 
and [they know] you’re going to have the same 
teachers and we’ll give you a great learning ex-
perience wherever, whatever building you’re in.”

While Santavenere said the kids are taking it 
is stride, he also said he knows that the start of 
the school year will mean the clock is ticking 
on his time at Brownstone School, which will 
convert to grades 3-5 in 2027-28 before being 
decommissioned once Valley View and Gilder-

sleeve are fully rebuilt in fall of 2031. Santave-
nere, who has taught and served as principal at 
Brownstone for 18 years now, will move to the 
current Gildersleeve building in fall of 2027. 
He said that makes this year, and his remaining 
time in the building, special.

“[Brownstone is] an important part of the his-
tory of this town and it’s gone through basically 
everything,” he said. “It’s been a middle school. 
It’s been high school. When you see people in 
the community and families who walk through 
here, they’re like, ‘I went to school here. This is 
where I had Mr. Carroll,’ um, or whatever that 
teacher is, and they have memories here too. I 
think everyone knows [the schools plan] needs 
to happen, but it still is a bittersweet thing, just 
because this is a big part of the history of the 
town.”

At Gildersleeve, Principal Tracey Graf is also 
gearing up for big changes, as she prepares to 
move her third and fourth grade classrooms 
and teachers over to Brownstone, where they 
will join the fifth grade classes next year be-
fore eventually returning to a newly renovated 
school in 2031.

“We have all these wonderful changes on the 
horizon that we are excited about, but we also 
want to make sure we are just here and enjoying 
this year too,” she said, “because these little loves 
that are walking through the door, you know, 
for them, they don’t care about 365 days from 
now. It’s right now.

“So I think we’re kind of caught between those 
two worlds,” she added, “being very thoughtful 
and planning and spending time [figuring out] 
what is this move going to look like, but also just 
realizing like this is just a school year right now 
for our grades two, three and four in the build-
ing and we’re excited about that.”

She said it’ll be a big change for some of her 
staff members, who will be missing their second 
grade colleagues when they move next year. She 
also said they’ve been planning for the future 
in both expected and unexpected ways.   She 
mentioned their butterfly garden at the current 
Gildersleeve location and said that third grade 
teacher Colleen Brede was looking to get a grant 
to cover a new butterfly garden at the Brown-
stone location when they move next year. 

 “It’s going to be a change for everybody, but 
an exciting one for sure,” said Graf – and with 
a full year to go, there’s plenty of time for both 
educators and students to live in the moment 
“where their feet are” this year.

Schools Ready to Open Despite Difficult Budget Season

No budget? No problem. The four schools in the Colchester Public Schools system 
are ready to welcome students back on Aug. 27. Photo by Colchester Public Schools.

By Toriana Williams
Alright kids, grab your backpacks! It’s almost 

time for school.
Colchester Public Schools are getting ready to 

welcome students back for another year, all with 
familiar traditions, a new elementary school 
leadership structure and some changes shaped 
by the ongoing budget process.

The first day of school is Thursday, Aug. 27. 
Before students turn those empty hallways back 
into bustling ones, families will have several 
chances to visit the schools, meet teachers and 
get ready for the year ahead.

Colchester Elementary School and Jack Jack-
ter Intermediate School will hold meet-and-
greet events on Wednesday, Aug. 26. CES will 
host its event at 2 p.m., followed by JJIS at 3 
p.m. Interim Superintendent of Schools Judy 
O’Meara said the events give the students a 
chance to get comfortable before the first morn-
ing.

“During that meet-and-greet time, they get 
to visit with the teachers and they get to walk 
around the school and just become familiar, “ 
said O’Meara. She added that students are usu-
ally eager to see their classmates and teachers 
again.

“The kids are very excited,” she said. “Some-
times they’re a little shy, but they’re very excited 
when they get there and they see each other.”

For incoming kindergarteners at CES, the 
meet-and-greet includes a special part of the 
whole school experience: a bus ride.

The goal is to help children become familiar 
with riding the school bus before the first day. 
For some young students, just climbing the bus 
steps and finding a seat can be a whole new 
experience. O’Meara said the bus ride is “very 
popular” with students and helps make the first 
morning less intimidating.

The district expects to start the year with at 
least 2,122 fully enrolled students. O’Meara said 
around 90 additional children were still in the 
process of completing their enrollment paper-
work as well. Last year, the district had 2,057 
students, showing an increase in enrollment for 
this year.

One of the biggest changes families will no-
tice is at the elementary schools. Stacy Ewing 
will serve as principal of both CES and JJIS this 
year.

“She’s very excited to do both,” said O’Meara. 
Ewing has been working with assistant prin-
cipals at both schools to prepare for the new 
school year. O’Meara said the leadership team is 
familiar with the schools and their staff, which 
should help with the transition.

“She’s ready for this big change and ready to 
take this on,” said O’Meara.

While there are some new developments, the 
district is also entering the school year amid a 
challenging budget process. O’Meara shared 
that the lack of an accepted budget is the dis-
trict’s biggest challenge heading into the year.

“Definitely not having a budget, that has been 
very stressful,” she admitted.

The ongoing budget discussions have af-
fected scheduling and planning. At one point, 
world language was among the areas considered 
for cuts. That led William J. Johnston Middle 
School and Bacon Academy to make several 
schedule changes.

The schedules were changed and later 
changed back, which has created uncertainty 
for students, families and teachers. “There were 
many, many changes,” said O’Meara. “So their 
scheduling is not done yet.”

The budget challenges also limited the num-
ber of new programs the district could add this 
year. One new course that is moving forward 
is a guitar program in the music department at 
Bacon Academy. The district will also continue 
working toward its existing academic goals, and 
one major goal involves the New England As-
sociation of Schools and Colleges, or NEASC.

Colchester is working with NEASC as the 
district evaluates its pre-k through 12 education 
program and seeks accreditation. The process 
will look at areas including the quality of learn-
ing, safety and continued instructional growth.

O’Meara described the work as a chance for 
the district to take a close look at what it offers 
students. “It’s very exciting to be able to do this 
work together,” she said.

Another program O’Meara said she is excited 
to watch continue growing is the East of the 
River Transition Academy, a collaboration with 
East Haddam. The program provides opportu-
nities for adult special needs students and has 
continued to expand.

“That work has just offered so many opportu-
nities for our students,” said O’Meara. “And so 
that program just seems to keep growing.”

The district is also focused on supporting 
teachers. While Colchester does not have a ma-
jor influx of new teachers this year, it will hold 
a new teacher academy on Monday, Aug. 24. 
The full-day program is designed to help new 
teachers learn about Colchester Public Schools 
and help them feel supported as they begin their 
work.

“We host this day … where we have teach-
ers come in, and we spend an entire day with 
them,” said O’Meara. She said teacher retention 
remains an important goal, particularly because 
the budget process can make the work environ-
ment more difficult.

“It’s important to us to make sure that we take 
care of our teachers,” shared O’Meara. “One of 

our goals is to make sure we retain the teachers 
that we have.”

Once the school year gets underway, fami-
lies and community members will have more 
chances to visit the schools during open houses. 
JJIS’s open house will be Sept. 1 at 5:30 p.m. Ba-
con Academy’s will be Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m. CES 
will hold its open house on Sept. 24 at 5:30 p.m. 
and William J. Johnston Middle School will host 
its event Oct. 1 at 5 p.m.

O’Meara said the district welcomes not only 
families but also members of the whole commu-
nity to visit the schools and see what students 
are learning.

“We do welcome, not just families, but people 
of the community to be able to come out and 
visit our schools and see all of the great learning 
opportunities that our kids are able to experi-
ence,” she said.

As students lace up their shoes to walk 
through the school’s doors, O’Meara offered one 
last message for the year ahead.

“Be kind to others, be open to making new 
friends and have a growth mindset,” she said.
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35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415
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Charming farmhouse living just minutes from 
town and schools. This 3 BR, 2-BA home 

offers first-floor laundry and the potential to 
create a first-floor bedroom or have a living 
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Radhee Sheth, left, opened Colchester Family Dental in January with the help of her team, 
which includes assistant Barbara Weaver, right, who Sheth lovingly calls her “backbone.” Photo 
contributed by Radhee Sheth.

New Dental Practice Puts Down Roots in Colchester
By Toriana Williams

Radhee Sheth, the owner of Colchester Fam-
ily Dental, believes that dentistry encapsulates 
more than just teeth, fillings and cleanings. She 
opened her office on Hayward Avenue in Col-
chester in January after spending four years 
working in Connecticut. She said her goal is 
to build a practice where patients feel known, 
cared for and comfortable.

“I went into dentistry because I loved the 
art and science of dentistry,” said Sheth. “I love 
working with my hands, I love the ability to 
change someone’s smile and oral health and I 
really love the relationships that come with be-
ing a healthcare provider.”

Her focus on relationships is clearly one of 
the most noticeable things about Sheth. She’s 
energetic, warm and quick to laugh, bringing 
an enthusiasm to conversations about dentistry 
that can be surprising considering many associ-
ate the profession with anxiety.

Sheth explained that anxiety is something she 
wants to address directly.

Her office, originally built in or around the 
1800s, was purposely designed to feel more like 
a comfortable home than a traditional dental 
clinic. She said she worked with a color special-
ist and researched colors that could help create 
a calming environment. Around the office were 
weighted blankets, stuffed animals, fidget toys 
and more, for adult and child patients alike.

Every detail, she said, was chosen with the 
patient in mind.

“I just want my patients to feel like we have 
thought about every single thing,” said Sheth.

Her caring approach stems from her own 
experience in dentistry. Earlier in her career, 
Sheth worked in offices where she felt insur-
ance, billing codes and corporate expectations 
could sometimes take priority over the patient.

“I didn’t want to feel like I was rushing from 
patient to patient or making treatment decisions 
based on a transaction,” she said. “I didn’t want my 
relationship with a patient to be reduced to a pro-
cedure, a code or what their insurance covered.”

Those experiences helped shape the kind of 
practice Sheth dreamed of.

“I want my patients to feel like they’re more 
than a number,” she said. “I want to know them, 
know their families, understand their concerns 
and be someone they can trust.”

Sheth shared that her philosophy is also re-
flected in the practice’s name. Colchester Family 

Dental is here to serve patients of all ages, Sheth 
said, and her patients have ranged from about 
one year old to nearly 100.

She enjoys seeing families come through the 
office together, including multiple generations.

“It’s so sweet,” she said as she described fami-
lies who come in and use their visits as a chance 
to catch up with one another.

Sheth’s interest in dentistry began with both 
the artistic and scientific sides of the profession 
and has continued her education since she grad-
uated from dental school. She has completed 
advanced training, including education through 
the Kois Center, which focuses on evidence-
based dentistry, diagnosis, risk assessment and 
individualized treatment planning.

“I strongly believe in continuing education,” 
said Sheth. “I continuously take courses since 
graduating because I never want to stop learn-
ing or become complacent.”

She said dentistry is constantly changing, and 
that continuing education allows her to keep 
up with new research, technology and clinical 
knowledge.

Sheth shared that she always tells her patients, 
“My signature is in your mouth.” Her practice 
offers a wide range of services, including pre-
ventative care, filings, clear aligners and cos-
metic treatments such as veneers and bonding, 
plus so much more. But Sheth doesn’t believe 
she has to perform every procedure herself.

“If there are things that I’m not good at or 
things that I know someone else can do better, I 
prefer to refer them out,” she explained. “At the 
end of the day, it’s my signature, and my patient 
deserves the best care possible.”

Sheth also views dental health through a 
broader lens. She believes dentists have a re-
sponsibility to try to find and identify potential 
problems because patients often see their den-
tists regularly, sometimes more often than they 
see other health care providers.

Her office uses advanced 3D CBCT imaging 
when there is a clinical reason for it. Sheth said 
the technology can provide information that 
traditional two-dimensional dental X-rays can’t 
show, including details involving the teeth, jaw, 
portions of the sinuses and airway.

She described a recent patient who came to 
the office with significant sinus problems. After 
an exam and imaging, they found an infection 
associated with a tooth that had previously gone 
unnoticed.

“The patient wasn’t simply experiencing a 
tooth problem or a sinus problem. We needed 
to look at the bigger picture to understand what 
was actually happening,” said Sheth.

At the same time, Sheth said technology 
should never replace the relationship between a 
doctor and their patient.

“I think that is what modern dentistry should 
be: using technology and science to give us bet-
ter information, but combining that with clini-
cal experience, careful listening and a relation-
ship with the patient,” she said.

That combination of modern dentistry and a 
welcoming, comfortable atmosphere was part 
of the reason Sheth chose to build the prac-
tice from the ground up. She never expected to 
open a startup dental practice while also raising 
a young child with her husband. But building 
the office herself gave her the chance to design it 
around her own philosophy.

“One of the most rewarding parts is I got to 
custom design everything based on what I want 
my patients to feel,” she said. “So they walk in 
and they feel at home.”

Opening the practice came with plenty of 
work, including coordinating contractors, 
plumbers and equipment. Sheth described her 
phone becoming overloaded with messages in 
a matter of minutes as she tried to keep every-
thing moving.

“Looking back, I would do it the same way all 
over again,” she smiled.

She also emphasized that she did not build 
the practice alone. She credited her team, in-
cluding assistant Barbara Weaver, hygienist 
Daniella, receptionist Alayna and insurance co-
ordinator Lisa.

Sheth described Weaver, who worked with 
her at her previous practices, as “my backbone.”

She also said her team shares her desire to 
serve the community. When Sheth floated the 
idea for a future pro-bono dental day for veter-
ans, she said none of them asked whether they 
would be paid.

“They’re like. ‘No, we volunteer,’” said Sheth. 
“That melts my heart.”

Giving back is an important part of Sheth’s 
plans for Colchester Family Dental. She hopes to 
hold a free dental day for active-duty and former 
service members and their families around Veter-
ans Day. She also wants to work with the local li-
brary on children’s health education and connect 
with the senior center and local parent groups.

Her first open house showed her that the 

community was interested in what she was 
building. More than 80 people attended, ac-
cording to Sheth.

“Patients are literally helping us build this 
practice,” she said. “I tell my team, it’s not me 
who’s building it – we are building it.”

The community is even reflected in the prac-
tice’s logo. The design includes a family, a molar 
shaped like the trunk of a tree, and roots.

The family represents Sheth’s belief that pa-
tients should be treated like family. The molar 
trunk represents strength, growth and longev-
ity, while the roots represent both getting to 
the root of a dental problem and Sheth putting 
down her own roots in Colchester.

For Sheth, her logo is a promise about what 
she hopes her practice will become.

“This community is not simply where I 
opened a dental practice,” she said. “It’s where I 
hope to grow, build relationships, give back and 
become a lasting part of the community.”

That hope is the root of Sheth’s approach.
“At the end of the day, I’m not interested in 

building a drill-and-fill practice where someone 
comes in, gets a procedure and leaves,” she said. 
“I want to build relationships. I want to earn 
trust, not simply earn a patient.”

Sheth also said she wants patients to see the 
person behind the white coat and know that she 
genuinely cares about them.

“Being a doctor isn’t always about fixing 
something,” she said. “Sometimes it’s about 
showing up, listening, being present and caring 
for the person in front of you.”

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St. The church office is open Mon-
day-Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached 
at 860-537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is 
also broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship 
videos are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.
org under the Worship tab. Updated informa-

tion is on the church’s Facebook page.
Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Fri-
day at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and 
at 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the 
Jerusalem Room and AA meets in the Stage 
Room.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Ahavath Achim Schedule
Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Lebanon 

Ave., has announced the following schedule: 
Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and on 

Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on Zoom. 
Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Talmud 

at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 p.m., and 
Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of 
December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s 
Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can also 
experience histories of people and places in the 
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester 
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or 860-537-3240.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the 
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.
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179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT
860-537-6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues–Thur 11:00am–9:30pm • Fri–Sun 11:00am–10:00pm • Closed Monday

www.ichibancolchester.com

15% OFF
ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out
Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 9/3/2026.
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QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out

Catering • Gift Certificates

CCT to Hold Auditions for Frozen
Colchester Community Theatre has sched-

uled auditions for its February 2027 production 
of Disney’s Frozen through special arrangement 
with MTI. 

In the beautiful mountainous kingdom of Ar-
endelle, Princesses Anna and Elsa grow up shel-
tered inside their castle, isolated from the world 
and increasingly distant from each other. When 
Elsa is crowned queen, the magical powers she’s 
desperately tried to conceal from her sister take 
control, and she flees into the mountains. As a 
ferocious winter descends on Arendelle, Anna 
sets off on an epic journey to find Elsa and bring 
her home – with the help of hardworking ice 
harvester Kristoff, his loyal reindeer Sven, and 
a happy-go-lucky snowman named Olaf. Full 
of magic, humor, and a stunning musical score, 
Frozen is a powerful tale of sisterhood, accep-
tance, and finding the real meaning of true love.

Auditions will be held Sunday, Oct. 4, from 
2:30-4:30 p.m., and Monday, Oct. 5, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at the Congregation Ahavath Achim 
(Colchester Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave. 

Please prepare 32 bars of a song that showcases 
your voice. An accompanist will be provided. 
No a cappella or backing tracks, please. Sides 
from the show will be available at auditions. All 
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please 
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief 
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addition-
al information regarding the musical, please vis-
it www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. CCT 
is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 16 
and up. Young Anna and Young Elsa are open 
to performers in Grade 6 and up, while Olaf is 
open to performers in Grade 6 through adult. 
Please refer to the character breakdown on the 
website. 

For more information, email info@colches-
tercommunitytheatre.com.

Show dates for this production are Feb. 12, 13 
and 14. Anyone who is unable to attend the au-
ditions on the above dates must contact us be-
fore Oct. 4 to make other arrangements.

CIT6-18-26

STOVES & FIREPLACES - GAS, WOOD, OR PELLET  • GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

COME TO THE COUNTRY AND SAVE!

SALES, SERVICE, & INSTALLATION OF YOUR  
HEARTH & OVERHEAD DOOR NEEDS SINCE 1992

www firesidesupply.net
CT License #HTG.0398151-HPG1 | CT License #HIC.0550849

FIRESIDE SUPPLY, INC.
33B EAST STREET, HEBRON, CT

860.228.1383 

ENTERING 

OUR 

36TH YEAR!

PELLETS, BIOBRICKS, & PALLETIZED FIREWOOD
CARPORTS, METAL STRUCTURES, GARAGES, ETC.

CHIMNEY, STOVE, & FIREPLACE CLEANINGS

9/11-Inspired Tribute… Colchester resident Robert Carley has a new photo exhibit, 
which will go on display at Slater Memorial Museum in Norwich on Sept. 12 and run 
through early December. About 150 photos from all over the country will be displayed, 
with stories about how Carley located them. For 25 years, Carley has been chronicling 
9/11-inspired flag tributes with his camera, and has traveled to 46 states. One of the 
photos, of a house in Lewiston, Maine, is shown here.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, lo-

cated at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sun-
days at 10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The 
church choir always welcomes new members. 
Services are also available on Zoom; visit 
www.westchestercongchurch.org for login in-
formation. Sunday School for children meets 
during the worship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets 
in Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting 
America Troop 109.  During the school year, 
Troop 109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 

knitted, crocheted, and quilted items  have 
been sent to Native American  reservations, 
hospitals for babies, and other places to help 
those in need. The Blessings Box is at the end 
of the church parking lot and contains dona-
tions of non-perishable food, personal care, 
and other items for those in need. Take what 
you need; donate what you can. Also, the 
church sponsors the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, a donation opportunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchester-
congchurch.org, email westcongchurch@
gmail.com or call the church at 860-267-
6711. Pastor Ron Lake can be reached at 860-
428-3460.

Having a Tag Sale?
Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $19
A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through September 15, 2026)

A $45 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to 
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & 

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to 
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to 
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/

Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough, 
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.

Just e-mail us at  
classifieds@rarereminder.com or  

call 860-563-9386.
Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am  

for that week’s papers.

08
06

26

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Personal Property Tax Bills Due
The town’s acting revenue collector reminds 

taxpayers personal property bills were mailed 
July 15, are due Aug. 1, and may be paid without 
penalty by Sept. 1. The bills are for taxes levied 
on the Grand List of Oct. 1, 2025. 

Personal property bills shall be due in a single 
installment on Aug. 1. The personal property 
bills will be based on the mill rate of 36.96, as 
approved by the Board of Finance on June 23. 

This August collection for personal property 
bills is not to be confused with the real estate 
(first installment) and motor vehicle tax bills 
that were due July 1 and delinquent after Aug. 3. 

If you feel you should have received a bill and 
have not received it, contact the acting revenue 
collector’s office at 860-228-5971 to obtain a 
copy.  State statutes dictate that failure to receive 
a bill does not invalidate the amount due or 
when it will be considered delinquent.

Personal property tax bills may be paid 
through Sept. 1 without penalty.  Payments re-
ceived/postmarked Sept. 2 or later will be sub-
ject to interest retroactively to the Aug. 1 due 
date in accordance with Connecticut General 

Statutes.  Initial interest starting Sept. 2 is 3% 
of the principle due, with a minimum of $2 per 
tax account.  

Checks are made payable to: Town of Hebron.  
Payments may be mailed to our lockbox collec-
tion service: Town of Hebron CT Tax, P.O. Box 
843137, Boston, MA 02284-3137.  A drop-off 
box is located on the lower level, south side of 
the Hebron Town Hall building (15 Gilead St, 
Hebron) for payments. See www.hebronct.com 
for online payment options and instructions 
and note that credit/debit card and e-check 
transactions must be made online and cannot 
be processed at Town Hall. Town Hall payments 
can only be accepted as cash, check, bank check 
or money order.   

The collector’s office is located in the lower 
level of the Town Hall at 15 Gilead St. Hours are 
Monday to Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday, 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Friday 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Addi-
tionally, the tax and assessor’s offices are closed 
for lunch Monday through Thursday from 
12:30-1:15 p.m.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing 
of weekly events and more information, call 
the library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglasli-
brary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 
1 p.m. 8/21: Project Hail Mary (rated PG-13); 
8/28: Tuner (rated R).

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. 
Register to learn how to use the library’s 
new Bambu printers every Monday evening. 
All ages and experience levels welcome, but 
children under 12 must be accompanied by a 
parent. Register on the library website or by 

calling the library.
Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your 

knitting or crochet project and join our infor-
mal group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill 
levels to drop in and play a game or improve 
their skills

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Mon-
days, 4-5 p.m. Get creative and build some 
Lego creations.

Historical Society to Open Monthly
On Sundays, Sept. 6, Oct. 7 and Nov. 8, from 

11 a.m.-2 p.m., the Hebron Historical Society, 
located at 26 Main St., will open its doors and 
welcome visitors to see its America 250 exhibit, 
which traces Hebron’s development from 10,000 
years ago to modern suburb. 

“Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of Cy-
berspace” is an exhibit organized around the 
theme that the land in Hebron has been shaped 
by the people and events that occurred in its 
past and will continue to be reshaped it in the 
future. Diving into the town’s past, viewers can 
gain an understanding that Indigenous people 
managed forests for better hunting by burning 
the undergrowth encouraging a habitat for spe-
cific plants and animals upon which their lives 
depended.  

Farming was introduced about 1,000 years 
ago.  Requiring cleared land, various types of 
agriculture have reshaped Hebron until the late 
20th century when former fields became sub-
urban developments. Stonewalls throughout 
town resulted from clearing the forest allowing 
the topsoil of millennia to erode exposing gla-
cial rocks below.  Lumber, livestock and crops 
became local commodities that linked He-
bron in to a vibrant trade with the West Indies 
that brought sugar, rum and slaves in return. 
Manufactories using waterpower required the 
construction of mill ponds and raceways pre-
venting salmon and other fish from spawning.  
Cotton mills processed Southern cotton into us-
able cloth shipped back South to provide slave 

clothing.  Local wool was turned into fabric.
In the late 19th century, silk manufactur-

ing became an important industry in Amston.  
Papermaking, distilling, tools for farming and 
woodworking, even an attempt to manufacture 
an automobile were at various points attempted 
in town. National events like the advent of rail-
roads created stiff competition for farmers in 
New England. In the late 1800s and into the lat-
ter 20th century, Hebron farms focused on rais-
ing poultry and dairy herds. 

As World War I and World War II brought 
the nation into a more global world, rural life in 
Hebron changed. The Industrial Revolution al-
lowed for a greater number of luxury and fash-
ionable goods. Fossil fuels provided domestic 
lighting in the 19th century and allowed for the 
development of gasoline powered automobiles 
in the 20th century.  The war effort, particularly 
during World War II, created opportunities for 
women to enter the work force and for many 
in Hebron, factory work replaced farming as a 
way to earn a living.  The development of better 
roads and inexpensive automobiles allowed for 
the development of suburbs rechanneling rain 
runoff and fostering monocultural green lawns.  

Changes in the land due to global, national 
and regional events have all affected Hebron.  
The goal of the exhibit “Defining a Sense of Place 
in an Age of Cyberspace” is to allow visitors an 
opportunity to understand how a small town 
became interconnected with a wider world.

Hebron Schools Usher in New Year with Changes 

Superintendent of Schools Thomas Baird says roof replacement at Gilead Hill School 
nears completion and is “ahead of schedule.” Photo contributed by Hebron Public 
Schools.

By Toriana Williams
Pack the lunches and add a snack – students 

will need all the fuel they can get for back to 
school!

Hebron Public Schools is getting ready to wel-
come about 700 students back to school, with 
new leadership, expanded special education 
services and major building projects among the 
changes awaiting students and families.

Students will start on Tuesday, Sept. 1. This is 
indeed a few days later than the district’s usual 
start time. Superintendent of Schools Thomas 
Baird said the later opening will give staff more 
time to prepare the buildings, especially Gilead 
Hill School, where roof replacement and safety 
work have been underway.

“We want to allow for some additional time to 
make sure that our building was ready to open,” 
said Baird.

The extra time is important because the 
school has spent much of the summer complet-
ing construction. At Gilead Hill, crews com-
pleted asbestos abatement and removed the last 
asbestos ceiling tiles. Air testing connected to 
that has also been finished.

Other fire and smoke safety work will con-
tinue during the fall, said Baird. He added that 
the work will take place after school hours so 
students and staff can use the building during 
the school day.

The roof replacement at Gilead Hill has also 
moved along well. Baird said about half to two-
thirds of the roof is being replaced, and the proj-
ect is almost complete.

“It’s definitely progressed ahead of schedule,” 
he said.

At Hebron Elementary School, the district has 
been finishing work on a new fire panel, which 
serves as part of the school’s fire alarm system. 
Because of the construction at Gilead Hill, sum-
mer special education programs and Parks and 
Recreation programs were moved to HES.

The construction projects have meant a lot of 
additional work behind the scenes. Classrooms 
had to be emptied so crews could complete the 
asbestos work. Baird said even moving the con-
tents of a single first-grade classroom can be a 
major task.

“It’s such an undertaking to disassemble a 

classroom you might have been in for 20 years 
and have to reassemble it,” he said.

The district’s facility needs will remain an im-
portant topic of discussion even after students 
return. School officials are working on a facil-
ity study that will examine three possible ap-
proaches for the two school buildings: continu-
ing with individual capital plans, renovating the 
schools as new or building one new facility.

The study is expected to be completed around 
October. It will also look at the possibility for 
additional preschool space if Connecticut 
moves toward universal preschool.

While construction is one major focus, aca-
demics will also bring changes this year.

The district is expanding its use of Illustra-
tive Mathematics, a hands-on math program. 
The program has already been used in fourth 
through sixth grade, and students in third grade 
began using it last year. This fall, kindergarten, 
first and second grade students will begin using 
the program as well.

Baird, who has a background as a math teach-
er, said the district saw strong results during the 
program’s pilot period.

“As teachers were piloting it, they quickly 
identified that students were able to engage in 
math at a higher level,” he said.

The program focused on problem-solving 
activities and applied skills instead of relying 
heavily on technology. Baird said teachers have 
also responded positively to the planning tools 
included in the program.

In turn, the schools have seen their math per-
formance improve recently. The district has tra-
ditionally been strong in reading and writing, 
while math tended to lag behind, according to 
Baird. He said the gap is now becoming much 
smaller.

“We’re finding ourselves getting very close to 
our level for reading and writing in mathemat-
ics, and we’re really excited about that,” said 
Baird. Math will be one of the district’s biggest 
academic priorities for this year, particularly 
from kindergarten through fourth grade.

Students will also have access to a new in-
district special education program for students 
who have greater social, emotional and behav-
ioral needs. The program will serve students in 

grades three through six at HES.
Baird shared that the district has seen an in-

crease in students with these needs. He wants to 
provide more support within the district rather 
than relying on out-of-district placements.

The new program is receiving major support 
from the state as well. Hebron was awarded 
$350,000 through Connecticut’s new High-
Quality Special Education Incentive Grant Pro-
gram. The award includes $275,000 for program 
costs and $75,000 for capital improvements.

The program is designed to help schools build 
stronger in-district special education services 
and reduce the need for out-of-district place-
ments. Baird said the grant will help the district 
launch the program and could even eventu-
ally allow Hebron to accept students from other 
communities if space is available.

“All of this is great for kids,” he said. “But it’s 
also great for taxpayers because it is going to 
result in an offsetting of some of our costs for 
special education.”

Families will also notice some changes in 
school leadership.

The district has moved from having a prin-

cipal and dean of students at each school to a 
structure with one principal overseeing both 
schools. Katie Uriano, who previously served 
as principal at Gilead Hill and Hebron Elemen-
tary, will now serve as principal of schools. Each 
school will also have an assistant principal.

At Gilead Hill, Sarah Haynes will serve as the 
assistant principal, with Melissa Flaherty as as-
sistant principal at HES.

The district is also welcoming Melissa Syz-
manski as its new fourth and fifth grade band 
teacher at HES. Szymanski has 13 years of 
teaching experience and will continue to teach 
part time in Glastonbury while spending two 
days a week in Hebron.

The district will hold back to school meet-and-
greet events for students and families on Mon-
day, Aug. 31. The event at HES is scheduled for 
1:45 p.m., followed by Gilead Hill at 2:30 p.m.

After months of planning, construction and 
preparation, Baird said they’re excited for stu-
dents to come back. “We’re ready to go,” he said.

Baird also shared a message for the kids: “We 
miss them, and we can’t wait to see them again.”

Solomon, 4mths,  is the biggest of his litter, but don’t 
let his size fool you—he is still 100% kitten and 100% 
adorable. He even has a little beauty mark on his nose, 
because apparently being the handsome one wasn’t 
enough.

This is Olive! She is a 4 year old French Bulldog and weighs 
a solid 28lbs - his girl is a muscular dense pack with the most 
luxurious brindle coloring. Olive ADORES people and wants 
to make friends with every human she meets. Her Likes? 
Snuggles and cuddles, any food, snacks, or treats (there will 
never be another crumb on your floor!), walkies, playing with 
toys, and lounging on the couch amongst the pillows and 
blankets. Cats or other dogs? Not Olive’s cup of tea - she is 
perfectly content to be an only furchild!

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG
A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 

rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
worshipcenter.church and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on social media. Connect 
with the library at www.facebook.com/Wor-
shipCenterCT, youtube.com/@worshipcenterct 
and instagram.com/theworshipcenterct.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Sept. 3.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-

ing: Aug. 21.
Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 

Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

2026 Women’s Retreat: From 5 p.m. Aug. 
28 through 1 p.m. Aug. 30, at Enders Island in 
Mystic. Sign-ups still available.

Youth Ministry, End of Summer + Back-To-
School Party: Friday, Aug. 28, 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. A new 12-week 
class starts Sept. 5. Training sessions meet at the 
church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m., culminat-
ing with a 5k in late November/early December.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
see the online senior newsletter at hebronct.
com/town-departments/senior-center, or call 
the center at 860-228-1700. Registration is re-
quired for all programs, unless noted, by call-
ing the center or stopping in. If the program 
has a fee you must pay at the time of registration 
with cash or check. Register at the programs/
transportation office window.

Special Events: End-of-Summer Cookout: 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 12:30 p.m. Menu will con-
sist of cheeseburgers, beans, pasta salad, water-
melon, and cake. Games will also be offered. 

Beginner’s Paint Along: Monday, Aug. 31, 1 
p.m. You’ll be led step by step through a beach 
scene painting, using gouache paint (similar to 
watercolors) on paper. All materials will be pro-
vided; no experience necessary.

Trips: UConn Dairy Bar: Thursday, Aug. 27, 
1 p.m. Cost is $2 plus money for your ice cream.

The Big E: Wednesday, Sept. 23. Cost $5 per 
person; tickets can be purchased online or at the 
gate. It’s Connecticut day at the Big E! Sign-up 
begins Aug. 24 for Hebron residents and Sept. 8 
for non-residents.

Annie at the Goodspeed Opera House with 
Lunch at the Gelston House: Thursday, Dec. 3. 
Cost is $112 per person (includes transporta-
tion, ticket, and lunch). Space is limited; pur-

chase tickets by Oct. 3.
Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 

programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10 
a.m.

Tuesdays: Tech Connect Appointments, 9-11 
a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-reg-
istration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Weekly Shopping Trip (locations 
vary), 8:15 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

WAIM Fall Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry 

(WAIM) will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth 
Floor Treasures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 
a.m.-noon, at 866 Main St., Willimantic.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea mar-
ket experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items 
range from snow shoes to microscopes, and 
everything in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check. 

WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Minis-
try) is a social-service nonprofit that serves 
Andover and Hebron, as well as Ashford, 
Bolton, Chaplin, Columbia, Coventry, Hamp-
ton, Lebanon, Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, 
Willington, Windham and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 
ext. 104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Hebron Day: Aug. 29, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Vet-
erans Parks and St. Peter’s Pickleball Courts.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m., from 
Sept. 3-Oct. 15, at Gilead Hill School. This is a 
low-impact form of exercise focusing on a series 
of slow, graceful, and continuous movements.

Take Great Photos with Your Smartphone: 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Parks and 
Recreation Office. For both iPhones and An-
droids.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, Sept. 
12, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is a 

class for boys and girls ages 8-13 who are left 
home alone. This interactive course will cover 
safety concerns parents have when their chil-
dren are by themselves.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is an 
entry-level course intended to teach age-ap-
propriate skills necessary to care for children of 
all ages using team babysitting, mother’s helper 
and individual babysitting concepts. The course 
focuses on safety with emphasis on prevention. 
Basic first aid, including adult and child CPR 
(requires passing written and skills testing to 
receive a two-year certificate) included. Book-
let, handouts and Babysitter Safety Certificate of 
completion included. Please bring lunch. Regis-
tration deadline: Thursday, Oct. 1, 5 p.m.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The weekly bulletin is at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church.

Worship – Summer Hours in Effect: Sun-
day worship is at 9:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. 

This Week: Saturday, Aug. 22, 9:30 a.m. – 
Wise Warrior Yoga in Garden; Sunday, Aug. 
23, 9:30 a.m. – Outdoor Worship Service in 
Garden, weather permitting (in person and 
livestreamed); Sunday, Aug. 23, 11 a.m. – Card-

Making with Gayle in Fellowship Hall Class-
room; Monday, Aug. 24, 9:30 a.m. – Online Bi-
ble Study via Zoom; Tuesday, Aug. 25, 7:30 p.m. 
– AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, 9:30 a.m. – Wise Warrior Yoga in the 
Garden; Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10:45 a.m. – Book 
Group in the Social Hall.

Upcoming Events: Outdoor Garden Sum-
mer Worship: This Sunday, Aug. 23, at 9:30 
a.m. All are invited for worship in Gilead’s Gar-
den. Bring a lawn chair, water, and dress for the 
weather.

Card-Making with Gayle: This Sunday, Aug. 
23, 11 a.m. Create one-of-a-kind seasonal cards. 
Cost is $15 per class with a portion of proceeds 
benefitting the CT Food Bank.

Church World Services Hygiene Kit Assem-
bly: Sunday, Aug. 30, 11 a.m. Help pack essen-
tial supplies for those in need.
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classes but lost the ability to continue the pro-
gram when its certified teacher left. However, a 
teacher already working in the district has since 
earned certification to teach the course, allow-
ing the program to return. The kids will need to 
sharpen not only their pencils but their knives 
too this year.

McNamara said the district is excited to bring 
back opportunities that teach students practical 
skills. “Having those types of practical classes, 
where students learn real life skills, is really ben-
eficial to them,” he said.

The high school will also introduce Marine 
Science, Music Sampler, AP Business with Per-
sonal Finance and AP Cybersecurity. For Mc-
Namara, these new courses are part of a larg-
er goal to prepare students for life after high 
school. The district has also continued to ex-
pand opportunities for students to earn college 
credits while still in high school.

McNamara recalled meeting a former student 
who had earned enough college credits through 
RHAM to finish college in three years. He said 
the opportunity can save families a significant 
amount of money.

“When you think about it, a family is saving 
anywhere from $25,000 to $50,000 on a year’s 
worth of college tuition,” said McNamara.

Academically, the district will continue work-
ing to improve instruction and student achieve-
ment. McNamara praised RHAM’s staff and 
said teachers will continue their professional 
development based on an instructional frame-
work developed several years ago.

The framework focuses on “core competen-
cies and core attributes” that the district wants 
to see consistently across classrooms at both 
schools, according to McNamara. However, 
some of the district’s biggest work this year will 
happen outside the classroom.

RHAM is beginning discussions about major 
facility needs at both schools. The high school is 
more than 20 years old, while the middle school 
has undergone a major renovation. McNamara 
said both buildings need significant work, in-
cluding roof replacements and new heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning systems.

The district is also looking at replacing the 
high school’s tennis courts, which are used by 
both the school teams and by community mem-
bers. “We’ve got some facility needs that are 
pretty significant,” said McNamara.

The goal is to plan ahead rather than wait for 
major systems to fail. McNamara compared the 
process to maintaining a home.

“I don’t want to get hit with all the huge costly 

repair bills,” he said. “It’s probably a better idea 
to put a new roof on the home instead of con-
stantly repairing and patching your old one.”

RHAM will spend time during the year fig-
uring out which projects should come first and 
educate residents about the needs. A special 
BOE meeting is scheduled for Sept. 10 at 6:30 
p.m. to discuss the facility projects and help de-
termine priorities. McNamara said the biggest 
challenge will be deciding which projects need 
to be addressed first because RHAM has a long 
list of needs.

“We have a long list of things that need to be 
done, and we have to prioritize those things,” he 
said.

McNamara shared that the district also ex-
pects to face some of the financial challenges 
that affected last year’s budget process. The dis-
trict’s budget went to referendum three times 
before it finally passed. He said rising costs for 
materials, equipment and personnel, along with 
limited financial resources, will continue to af-
fect RHAM and its three member towns.

“I anticipate some similar challenges this year 
because I think that our three member towns 
are all dealing with the same things that we’re 
dealing with,” said McNamara. He added that 
the district plans to be careful about spending 
while also communicating openly with resi-
dents.

School officials hope more communication 
will help residents understand why certain deci-
sions are being made and what the schools need.

As students begin to shuffle back into class-
rooms, however, McNamara’s focus remains on 
getting them involved in school life.

His message to students is to take advantage 
of the opportunities available to them. “We have 
so many clubs, we have so many athletic oppor-
tunities,” he said. Students can participate in e-
sports, music, bands, chorus, skiing and skate-
boarding, among a plethora of other activities.

“Don’t just come to school and then go home 
at the end of the school day,” he said. “There’s so 
much going on here.”

RHAM will hold its high school open house 
on Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 6 p.m. The middle 
school open house will be held Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, at 6 p.m.

For McNamara, the start of a new school year 
is just as much about bringing students and staff 
back together as it is about supplies and curricu-
lum.

“I’m excited for the start of another school 
year,” he said. “I look forward to having our stu-
dents and staff back.”

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and 
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays 
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone 
ext. 110).

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA): Meetings for this ministry will start 
Sunday, Sept. 27 in the CHF Parish House, af-
ter the 10 a.m. Mass. The sessions will run 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. and are open to adults who wish to 
join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults who 
have not yet completed the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn 
more about their faith. Email ocia@goodshep-
herdct.org for more information and to register.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Sept. 13. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 

also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day. 
The next due date is Aug. 25. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Flowers for Statue of Blessed Mother: Pa-
rishioners are always welcome to donate fresh-
cut flowers from their gardens or a store to place 
at CHF’s statue of Mary. Email parishhands@
goodshepherdct.org for details if you wish to 
donate.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community 
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s 
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working 
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, 
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. 
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment 
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side 
garage door). Donations can also be brought to 
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in 
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through 
September.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.



NEWS BULLETIN • August 21, 2026	 Page 15

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron

R
E8

-2
1-

26

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221  • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Whether you are looking for warmth in the 
winter, or Alaska in the summer, or Mississippi 

and European Rivers are beckoning you...

...NOW is the time 
to start planning 

your cruise!

Call Hebron Travel 
Today!10-B Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

www.loboinsurance.com
loboinsurance@snet.net

Lobo Insurance Agency, LTD
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(860) 228-1025

HoMe • LIfe • AuTo • BuSIneSS

30 YRS
Est. 1988

Over

Low Rates for Good Drivers

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services 
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the 
parish hall. Rite 1 will be celebrated through La-
bor Day weekend. The service is streamed live 
on Facebook; visit www.stpetershebron.com to 
join.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m., via Zoom. Call the office at 860-228-
3244 for Zoom information.

Women’s Club Gathering: Sunday, Aug. 23, 
at 1:30 p.m., in Phelps Hall.  Women of all ages 
are invited for afternoon of crafting and fellow-
ship.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
1-6 p.m., in Phelps Hall.  Reservations may be 
made at RedCrossblood.org.

Meditation Class: Wednesday, Aug. 26, 
4:30-5 p.m. Carissa Johnson will lead a “Loving 
Kindness” meditation class in the church sanc-

tuary. All are welcome to attend. 
Outreach: Food donations support the lo-

cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden 
Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s 
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday 
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St. 
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  All 
are welcome.

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, invites all to welcome in the Jewish 
New Year by participating in High Holiday ser-
vices. 

Rosh Hashanah begins on the evening of 
Friday, Sept. 11, at 6:30 p.m., with a Zoom ser-
vice.   On Saturday morning, Sept. 12, meet to 
worship in person beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the 
synagogue.  A special children’s service will be 
held first, at 9 a.m.  At the end of the morning 
service, all are invited to come for apples, honey 
and cake to welcome in a sweet new year.

Yom Kippur begins with an evening Kol 
Nidre service at 6:30 p.m. at the synagogue on 
Sunday, Sept. 20. The next morning, Monday, 
Sept. 21, Yom Kippur services start at 9 a.m. 
with a children’s service.  Then services for all 
ages begin at 9:30 a.m. with the additional Yiz-
kor service held at approximately 11 a.m. and 
the closing service beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The 
closing service will also be on Zoom. A break-
fast potluck dinner will be held around 6 p.m. at 

the synagogue.  
There is no charge to attend services.  All are 

welcome.
In keeping with the holiday season, the syna-

gogue asks those who attend services to bring 
a bag of food for the Hebron Interfaith Human 
Services (HIHS) food bank, or to make a mon-
etary donation to HIHS.

Also, the historic synagogue building needs 
a new roof and other major renovations, and 
United Brethren asked all to consider donat-
ing to its capital campaign. To learn more, go 
to the GoFundMe site at www.gofundme.com/f/
support-united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples. 

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member or would like to learn more 
about the synagogue, visit www.ubofhebron.org 
or email ubofhebron@gmail.com.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Child-

hood Center (daycare) is located at  330 
Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Mat-
thew Hardaway:  9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are 
welcome. People unable to attend services in 
person can participate online at www.face-
book.com/clchebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowing service and fellowship time. All are 
welcome. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s 
Bible Study. The current series is: “Seven 
Christian Rules Christians Should Break as 

Often as Possible.” 
Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all faiths. For more in-
formation, call director Jennifer Johnson at 
860-228-5134. Application forms are at www.
clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
There are open food pantry days held to dis-
tribute food staples, household and hygiene 
items as well as Bibles and prayers.  For more 
information about donating or participating 
in food pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Tree-Trimming Injury
Sends One to Hospital

By Anne Lilburn
A tree worker on the job in East Hampton 

was injured on Monday, Aug. 17 when they 
were struck in the face by a falling branch and 
experienced “severe bleeding.”

According to the East Hampton Police De-
partment, the incident happened at approxi-
mately 8:49 a.m. at a residential property on 
Wopowog Road. 

According to a police department press 
release, the incident happened when a crew 
from Asplundh Tree Service was utilizing a 

bucket truck to cut or trim trees. One em-
ployee, who was using the bucket truck, cut a 
large branch, which fell and struck the other 
employee in the face. 

The injured employee suffered “severe 
bleeding” and was transported to Hartford 
Hospital by East Hampton Ambulance Asso-
ciation. Police also said that the federal Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA), which regulates workplace safety, 
was also contacted and responded to the scene.
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Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; reg-
ister at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the 
center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@east-
hamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are Mon-
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-hamp-
ton-senior-center for more information and 
a list of regular weekly and monthly activities, 
including games, quilting, the Trailblazers walk-
ing group, Bible study, tap dance, and more.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Save the Date for Senior Picnic: The picnic 
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 23 at Sears Park, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This annual event fea-
tures food, live music, games, nature presenta-
tions and more. Cost is $3. Sign up in person.

Ready to Respond – What to Do When 
Someone is Choking: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 10:30 
a.m. The East Hampton Ambulance Association 
will provide a hands-on demonstration on how 
to respond during a choking emergency. Par-
ticipants will learn the signs of choking, when 
to act, and the proper steps for performing the 
frontal thrust maneuver safely and confidently.

Café Conversations with Holly: Tuesday, 
Aug. 25, at 12:15 p.m. Share your thoughts and 
suggestions with senior center director Holly 
Marrero every fourth Tuesday. Sign up for 
lunch or bring your own. Ask for a FORM 5 if 
you have never had lunch with the center previ-
ously.

East Hampton Senior Center Talent Show: 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 a.m. Singers, dancers, 
poets, musicians and comedians welcome – or 
just come and enjoy. See a staff member to sign 
up.

Wednesday Film Fun: Wednesday, Aug. 26, 1 
p.m., featuring The Peanut Butter Falcon, about 
a young man with intellectual disabilities who 
escapes from an assisted living facility and be-
friends a wayward fisherman on the run.

The Pretend Cooking Show: Thursday, Aug. 
27, 2 p.m. Join center director Holly Marrero 
for a hands-on cooking class featuring Mexican 
street corn. Cost is $5.

The Script Society: Thursday, Aug. 27, 2 p.m. 
Actor, singer and director Val Bozzi leads this 
interactive program where participants read 
plays together.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, Aug. 28, 10 
a.m. Sponsored by AirLine Cycles. For ages 55 
and older. This week’s ride is Hope River; meet 
at the Bolton Notch State Park Lot. Call the cen-
ter to register.

Trip: Thimble Island Cruise: Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, departing at 9:30 a.m. Sail on the Vol-
sunga IV for a narrated tour of the Thimble 
Islands. Bring your own lunch, drink and des-
sert provided. Cost is $20. Register and pay in 
person.

Bingo at VFW Post
All are invited to bingo every Thursday at 

VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North 
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird 
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game 
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks. 

VFW Lobster Fest
Fowler-Dix-Park VFW 5095 will hold 

its 20th annual Lobster Fest Saturday, Sept. 
26, at the Post Home, located at 20 North 
Maple St. 

Tickets cost $60 per person and offer 
the holder a choice of 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 pound 
lobster or 3/4” prime ribeye steak, a baked 
potato, an ear of local corn and a cup of 
Chowder.   A pound of steamers are avail-
able for an additional $20.

Tickets can be purchased by contacting 
VFW Post 5095 at 860-267-8837.

EHMS Soccer, Cross-
Country Registration

East Hampton Middle School student/ath-
letes who are interested in trying out for boys 
soccer, girls soccer or boys/girls cross-country 
teams can register online at arbitersports.com.

Athletes must have all the proper paperwork 
submitted online and have an updated physical 
in order to try-out. Registration should be com-
pleted by Sunday, Aug. 23. 

For more information, call EHMS athletic di-
rector Michael Mercaldi at 860-463-6837.

Police News
8/4: Peter Girard, 30, of Hebron was issued 

a summons for misuse of plates and operating 
under suspension, East Hampton Police said.

8/15: Julio Monet, 58, of East Hampton, was 
arrested and charged with failure to drive right 
and driving under the influence, police said.

From Aug. 3-16, officers responded to 25 
medical calls, eight motor vehicle accidents and 
16 alarms, and made 42 traffic stops.
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com

2252 Main Street, Glastonbury • 42 High Street, East Hampton
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BROTHERS OIL COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com
41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424

•	 Personalized	Dental	Care
•	 Implants,	Porcelain	Crowns	&
	 Bridges,	White	Fillings	
•	 Cosmetic	Dentistry,	Teeth	Whitening,
	 Extractions,	Dentures
•	 Modern	Technology	(Digital	X-rays,
	 Intraoral	Cameras)
•	 Preventive	&	Conservative	Treatment
•	 Open	Evenings	for	Convenience
•	 Emergency	Same	Day	Appointments
•	 Flexible	Payment	Options

Schedule your
appointment at: 860-267-9904 R
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Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for August: Karen Piazza of 
Portland. Piazza is a watercolor artist and pot-
ter. Her favorite subjects to paint are café and 
market scenes, representing her years of living 
in France. Karen also creates functional pottery 
with a decorative flair. All are invited to stop by 
and see her work during regular library hours.

Open Mic Night: Friday, Aug. 21, 6-8 p.m. 
This event might be held outdoors on the lawn, 
weather permitting, so plan to bring your lawn 
chairs. Come and share your talent or just listen 

and enjoy. Performers, call the library to sign 
up, at 860-267-9093.

Save the Date: All are invited to the library’s 
celebration of the nation’s 250th year on Sunday, 
Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living History 
Collective, will offer a variety of maritime-relat-
ed demonstrations, talks and exhibits. Refresh-
ments will be served on the library’s new porch.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Breakfast Bible 
Study will meet at the church on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around 
what the Bible says about being a man at home, 
at work and in life. There will be coffee, pastries 
and conversation.

Ladies’ Fellowship: Will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 9, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s house.

Chicken Barbecue: All are invited to join the 
church at the Haddam Neck Fair, Sept. 4-7, for 
HNCC’s famous barbecued chicken. 

Children’s Coat Drive: Foster children who 
enter the foster care system need warm winter 
coats. The church is collecting new winter coats 
for babies through teenagers up to Sunday, Sept. 

27, for the Norwich office of the Department of 
Children and Families. 

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals will resume in the 
fall, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members 
welcome.  

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Congregational Church News
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to worship Sun-
day, Aug. 23, at 10 a.m., with Pastor Robin 
Blundon. The Scripture reading for this Sun-
day’s service is Romans 12:1-8. Coffee hour will 
follow the service. 

Save the Date: Welcome Sunday, Sept. 13: 
More information will be coming soon; all are 
welcome. 

AA Weekly Meeting: Sundays at 7 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.

East Hampton Food Bank: A weekly collec-
tion is held for the Food Bank. This year, the 
church has donated over 758 pounds.

Aluminum Food & Soda Can Tabs: On-
going collection which will be donated to the 
Shriners Children’s New England hospital in 
Springfield, Mass. Proceeds support childhood 

surgeries performed there, where no patient is 
charged a fee.

Church World Service School Supply Kits: 
The church is collecting school supplies for chil-
dren throughout the world. A donation box is 
available.

Women’s Fellowship Dignity Drive: This is 
an ongoing collection to support women and 
girls in need, both globally and right here in our 
community. Collecting feminine hygiene prod-
ucts for our local food bank and schools, as well 
as Church World Service.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
the office at 860-267-4959. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

EHHS 40th Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1986 

will hold its 40th reunion Saturday, Oct. 17, 
from 6-9 p.m., at Lakeside Bar & Grill, 81 North 
Main St.

Tickets are $40 per person and include hors 
d’oeuvres, one drink coupon, music and games. 
A cash bar will be available.

Deadline to respond is Sept. 1. Send your 
payment to Jay or Michele via Venmo: @jszym, 
or PayPal: j_szymaszek@hotmail.com. A check, 
made payable to Michele Koss, can be sent to: 
Michele Koss, 147 Bartlett St., Portland, CT 
06480.

If you are in contact with anyone who is not 
on Facebook, you are asked to reach out to them 
and have them send their contact information 
to RLGhezzi@gmail.com.

School Budget Heads to a Fourth Referendum
By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton residents will return to the 
polls yet again on Wednesday, Aug. 26, where 
they will have another chance to weigh in on the 
town’s education budget.

This marks the fourth attempt to pass an 
education budget, and comes on the eve of the 
new school year – literally. East Hampton public 
schools will open the very next day, on Thurs-
day, Aug. 27. 

Those who do cast a vote, either via absen-
tee ballot or at the polls on the 26th, will see a 
familiar number before them. At $39,500,937, 
this is the same number that voters considered 
at the previous budget referendum on Aug. 5, 
where the town’s general government budget 
of $19,358,960 passed on its third try by a nar-
row margin. While that education number re-
mains unchanged from the prior referendum, 
the board had previously cut $600,000 from the 
Board of Education’s initially proposed 2026-27 
budget, which was first voted on in June.

While that education budget number may 
not have changed, the Board of Education’s cir-
cumstances certainly have. Since that last refer-

endum, at least two programs that were marked 
for cuts have gotten reprieves via alternate fund-
ing sources. The town’s Smart Start preschool 
program was saved via an emergency stabi-
lization grant from the state’s Office of Early 
Childhood, while several middle school sports 
programs, including soccer, cross country and 
cheerleading, have been rescued via outside 
community donations. 			 

The reduction of both the Smart Start pre-
school (which provides free pre-school to area 
children and has always partially funded via a 
state grant) and the middle school sports pro-
grams had been met with anger and frustration 
among many in the community, who argued for 
the importance of these programs and decried 
the low voter turnout at local elections.

At the same time, many in the community 
found themselves stunned this year by results 
of the town’s recent property revaluation, which 
left many homeowners, particularly those in the 
low-to-mid tier of housing values, seeing large 
property tax increases. Some of those voters 
continued to express outrage over high educa-

tion costs.
Still, given the narrow margin of the last ref-

erendum vote (the education budget failed by 
only 32 votes) and given that there had been 
community outcry over the planned cuts to 
those programs (which had been announced 
prior to the last referendum), the Board of Fi-
nance opted to put forward the same dollar 
value for residents to vote on. 

At the Aug. 10 Board of Finance meeting 
where the board set the most recent budget 
number, Chair A.J. Spagnoletti said he hoped 
that the budget would pass this round, particu-
larly considering the added revenue that the 
district has now received via grants and outside 
contributions. It had been speculated that some 
in the community had voted against the last 
budget in reaction to those proposed cuts. 

“This [budget] would bring us back to effec-
tively maintaining the teacher base that we had 
after the last set of cuts going into the referen-
dum,” Spagnoletti said at the last Board of Fi-
nance meeting, while also noting that the Board 
of Finance does not itself specify what the mon-
ey will be spent on, as that is left to the Board of 
Education to consider and decide.

When the Town Council sent the newest it-
eration of the education budget to referendum 
at its Aug. 11 meeting, only Republican town 

council member Ted Hintz voted against it, 
with all six remaining members voting in favor 
of sending it to referendum.

The referendum will be held on Aug. 26, with 
in person voting happening at Town Hall be-
tween the hours of 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. The town 
of East Hampton provided the following infor-
mation regarding absentee ballots:

“Absentee ballots for the East Hampton 
Board of Education budget referendum are cur-
rently available at the Town Clerk’s office, lo-
cated at 1 Community Drive. Office hours are 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tuesday 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. All registered voters and individual 
property owners with an assessment of not less 
than $1000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible 
to obtain an absentee ballot for this referendum.

As this referendum is being held with less 
than three weeks’ notice, CGS 9-369c, only 
permits ballots to be picked up in person at the 
Town Clerk’s Office. Voters who are not able to 
appear in person are allowed under this statute 
to designate a family member or caregiver to de-
liver and/or return their ballot.  Both the voter 
and designee’s signatures are required to be on 
the application when submitted. For more in-
formation, please call 860 267-2519.”

Absentee Ballots for Budget Referendum
Absentee ballots for next week’s Board of Edu-

cation budget referendum are currently available 
at the town clerk’s office, located at 1 Commu-
nity Drive. Office hours are Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30 
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

All registered voters and individual proper-
ty owners with an assessment of not less than 
$1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to 
obtain an absentee ballot for this referendum.

As this referendum is being held with less 
than three weeks’ notice, CGS 9-369c, only 

permits ballots to be picked up in person at the 
town clerk’s office. Voters who are not able to 
appear in person are allowed under this statute 
to designate a family member or caregiver to de-
liver and/or return their ballot. Both the voter 
and designee’s signatures are required to be on 
the application when submitted. For more in-
formation, please call 860 267-2519.

The East Hampton Board of Education bud-
get referendum will be held at Town Hall, 1 
Community Drive, between the hours of 6 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 26.
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Can you imagine a perfectly preserved, nostalgic ranch-style home located on a lovely tree-lined and dead-end 
street in Colchester. This must see 3-bedroom, 2-bath ranch style home offers a single-level home filled with 
natural light, and easy, one-level living. The heart of  the home features a spacious kitchen and dining room layout 
with breakfast bar, Corian counter tops, hardwood cabinets and all appliances. Another lovely feature of  this 
home is that it has two laundry rooms, one in the basement and one tucked away in a closet in the family room. 
All the wooden floors are hardwood, and/or genuine parquet. (The floor under the carpet in the family room is 
genuine parquet and the floor under the carpet in the primary bedroom is hardwood.) Sliding glass doors lead 
from the spacious but cozy family room featuring one of  two wood-burning fireplaces in the home, onto a lovely 
hard wood deck and a large back yard perfect for backyard barbecues with friends and family. 

36 Park Road, Colchester, CT • $439,900

OPEN HOUSE
Aug. 23rd 12:00-3:00; Sept. 6th 12-4; and Sept. 20th 12-4

4 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06254 
860-228-9451

RE 8-21-26

(860) 928-2341 

697 Pomfret Street,  
Pomfret Center, CT 06259

392-A Merrow Road,  
Tolland, CT 06084

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Dave’s story

Holistic
Truly

Dave

WHZ,  
I’ve been able to navigate career 
moves and balance competing 
priorities while always feeling 
comfortable that my family’s  
plan remains on track.

Thank you!

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

This statement was provided 3/14/2024 by David Farnum who is a client. The image 
shown is a model and not the actual client. This statement may not be representative of 
the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For 
additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed. 
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.

CIT8-20-26

CIT9-18-25

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

Registration for Shrek Jr. Ends Soon
Registration for the fall production of Shrek 

The Musical Jr., for students in grades 3–6, 
closes soon.

The 13-week program will run Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Sept. 1 through Nov. 21, from 
3:05–5 p.m., at Center School. Students will 
participate in a full musical production while 
building skills in acting, singing and choreog-
raphy.

Principal roles will be selected through 
video auditions due Aug. 24, with opportu-
nities for all registered students to be part of 

the cast. Three performances will be held Nov. 
19–21.

Program tuition includes costume costs 
and two performance tickets. A limited num-
ber of full and partial scholarships are avail-
able for families needing financial assistance. 
Transportation is available for Memorial 
School and East Hampton Middle School stu-
dents. 

Registration, audition materials and ad-
ditional information are available at Cha-
thamTheaterCompany.org.

EHHS Class of ‘76 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1976 

will hold its 50th Class Reunion Saturday, Sept. 
19, from 5-10 p.m., at Campagna Restaurant, 
151 Marlborough St. in Portland. This is the old 
Brownstone Restaurant where the Class of ‘76 
celebrated Senior Class Night!

Cost is $45 per person and includes a buffet 
dinner and dessert. There is a cash bar. Guests 
are welcome; however, payment cannot be re-

ceived at the door the night of the event. 
Send your RSVP to Cheryl (Edwards) Ran-

dino at ehhs1976@gmail.com. Payments must 
be received by Sept. 9. PayPal or Venmo are 
accepted to the above email address, or send a 
check payable to Cheryl E. Randino, 56 Garnet 
Ridge Drive, Tolland, CT 06084.

Also, all attendees are asked to notify Ran-
dino of any dietary restrictions.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in 
good condition for the Tag Sale. Donations can 

be dropped off at the Parish Hall entrance dur-
ing the week; call Dick Napolitano at 860-490-
8006. Pick-up is available.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish 
members are need to donate money to cover the 
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the 
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can 
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you 
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9 
a.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

EHHS Class of ‘67
Reunion

Members of the East Hampton High School 
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will 
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m., 
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and 
pay as you go. 

Call or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your 
spot.

Back-to-School ‘Unshop’ 
Clothing Event

Buy Nothing East Hampton is holding its an-
nual Back-to-School ‘Unshop’ Clothing Event 
this weekend. 

Parents and children can come and “unshop” 
on Saturday, Aug. 22, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 20 
Oak Knoll Rd. A variety of donated clothes will 
be available, as well as school supplies. All items 
are free. 
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single. 

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on 

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • 

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

RETAIL MARKET HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm;

Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday

RESTAURANT HOURS
Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm;
Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

CIT8-20-26

884 Silas Deane Highway, 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

860.522.3129  WWW.CFISHCT.COM

Get Ready for
BACK-TO-SCHOOL

with Healthy, Quick,
and Family-Friendly

Seafood Meals!

FRESH COD
Perfect for home-
made fish sticks

SHRIMP
Quick to cook & 

loved by kids

FLOUNDER
Mild & easy
to prepare

SALMON
A versatile & heart-

healthy favorite

SOME GREAT OPTIONS INCLUDE:

The basic fact is we are committed to 
supplying you with only the very best 

quality seafood!  Please visit our store to 
see our large variety of fresh seafood. 

 Get hooked on Seafood, 
Get Hooked on City Fish!
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2644 Amston Road, Route 85, Colchester, CT
Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK860-537-4325

Single
Wash
$15

Single
Wash
$12EXTERIOR 

WASH & DRY

BASIC

Gift Cards Available!

Summer Special!Summer Special!
Sign up for ANY 
package for 30 

days for the price 
of a wash.

(see attendant for details)

Single
Wash
$24

Single
Wash
$19

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full pro-
gram descriptions or to register for a program, 
call 860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubli-
clibrary.org.

Summer Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 
10 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Thursday - Friday, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Adult Programs: Tech Help: Thursday, Aug. 
27, 2-4 p.m. Basic technology help for phones, 
laptops, tablets, and e-readers. No registration 
required; just bring your device with you.

The Great Potato Cookoff – A Cookbook 
Club Event: Tuesday, Sept. 1, 6:30 p.m. Bring 
12 copies of your favorite potato recipe to 
share and a prepared dish. Food should arrive 
ready to eat; the library will provide the plates 
and forks. Register or drop in.

Library Yoga with Amie Meacham: Tues-
day, Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m. Join Yoga 200 Certi-
fied instructor Amie Meacham for an hour of 
all-levels yoga. Bring a mat and wear comfy 
clothes.

Teen Programs: Crochet (and more!) 
with Keri: Grades 6-12: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 6 
p.m. Meet up in the Teen Space for a casual 
evening of crochet and other crafts. Please 
register.

Chapter Chat with Keri & Friends: 
Grades 7-10: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m. Read 
and discuss a new book every month.

Children’s Program: Lego at the Library: 
Grades K-6: Tuesday, Sept. 1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Each month features a new challenge or 
theme for you to work solo or with friends 
on. All Lego bricks provided.

Lake Friends Wine-Tasting Fundraiser
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug (FOLP) 

will hold its annual Wine-Tasting Fundraiser 
on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 1-4 p.m., on Laurel 
Island. Proceeds from the event will support 
FOLP’s projects and ongoing efforts to preserve 
and improve Lake Pocotopaug.

Tickets are $50 per person and include 
round-trip boat transportation to Laurel Island, 
wine tasting, limited beer tasting, a souvenir 
glass and a light snack. Soda will also be avail-
able for non-drinkers.

Guests are invited to relax and explore the 
island. A teacup raffle will feature a variety of 
prizes. Jack Solomon will be available to answer 
questions about the history of Laurel Island, and 
a representative from the Lake Commission will 
be on hand to discuss Lake Pocotopaug and an-
swer questions.

Boat transportation will run continuously 
from 1-4 p.m., departing from Ace Marine East 
LLC at 70 North Main St. Event parking will be 
available at Sears Park.

Outside food and alcohol are not permitted. 
Smoking is prohibited, and private boats will 
not be allowed to dock on the island. The event 
will be held rain or shine.

A limited number of tickets are available and 
may be purchased in advance or at the dock, 
subject to availability. Tickets are also available 
from any FOLP member.

For tickets, contact Kevin Kuhr at 860-395-
7548. For additional information, visit Friends 
of Lake Pocotopaug on Facebook.

Class of ’59 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1967 

will celebrate its 59th reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at The Dublin, 42 East High St., from 2-5 
p.m.

 Order off the menu, and pay as you go. Text 
860-682-2067 to reserve a spot. 



NEWS BULLETIN • August 21, 2026	 Page 19

East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton • East Hampton

860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.

F
R

E
E
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E
SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

With Four generations of experience, Our Family has been proudly helping your Family 
with all of your real estate needs. Whether you’re buying your first home, selling your 

current one, or investing in real estate, our Family is here to guide you through the process 
with honesty, dedication, and attention to your unique needs.

Contact us today for a FREE Market Analysis
and discover the difference a

Family tradition of service can make.
105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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www.ironchris.com 860-530-1781

Print Donated to Library… Middle Haddam Public Library thanks Judy Hensel 
and her son Harry Neumann III for their gift of a framed numbered print to the li-
brary.  The print came from the home of former governor Bill O’Neill and his wife Nik-
ki, and had a handwritten note from the artist, Richard L. Brooks, to the O’Neills.  It 
depicts the sailing vessels Chancellor and Falcon in 1823, on the Connecticut River 
near the village of Middle Haddam, preparing to set sail for Middletown.  Middle 
Haddam was a ship building center in the 1700s and 1800s.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

 Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student 
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a 
lunch of twin lobsters or prime rib at this res-
taurant in the heart of downtown Springfield 
and a show with Freddie Marion performing 
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at 
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149. 

Beatles Tribute Band & Lunch: Thursday, 

Oct. 15. See Studio Two, a Beatles tribute band, 
and have lunch at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132 and includes coach bus transporta-
tion. Depart from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St., 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Joshua in Lancaster, Pa.: Nov. 13-15. Fea-
turing two shows: Joshua at the Sight & Sound 
Theater and the Holly Jolly Holiday show at the 
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater. Cost is $745 per 
person double/triple occupancy.   

Christmas in Newport: Tuesday, Dec. 8, fea-
turing a visit to the Breakers and Marble House 
mansions and lunch at the Wyndham Atlantic 
Resort. Cost is $152. Depart from Stop & Shop, 
11 East High St., at 8:45 a.m.
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Hurry in!
Sale ends September 30,2026

Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED
1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeColonial
w/Ramp IN STOCK!!
Reg $6,429

SALE $5,143

CarefreeDormerCottage
w/Ramp
Reg $8,270

SALE $6,995

CarefreeCottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $9,331

SALE $7,895

CarefreeVinyl Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $10,164

SALE $8,131

CarefreeHorse Barns
SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $8,102

SALE $6,482

CarefreeVinyl Dutch
Garage w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $17,798

SALE $14,239

12x16 10x1210x12

14x24 10x16 10x16Stock #21125
Shown with
optional cupola

Example
10x16 Run In

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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CAREFREE’S HARVEST SAVINGS SALEthe
SAVE UP TO 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Your Home. Our Expertise. Life Upgraded.
F U L L  S E RV I C E   |   D E S I G N   |   B U I L D   |   OV E R  3 5  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

Christino Kitchens LLC is a locally owned business with over 35 years of experience in the
industry, providing remodeling services in Greater Hartford and Middlesex Counties and beyond.

Work with our experienced professionals to renovate your kitchen or bathroom – we can help
you navigate the trends and make the most of your space. 

160 Oak St., Unit 210
Glastonbury, CT 06033 CHRISTINOKITCHENS.COM 860.430.2661 

We Listen. We Draw. We Create.
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HOF Association Accepting Nominations
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 

Association is accepting nominations through 
Aug. 26. 

If you know of who you feel is a worthy can-
didate – which could be an athlete, coach, team, 
or contributor – email seidlt@sbcglobal.net for 
a nomination packet or go to the Hall of Fame 
website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer for in-
formation.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct. 
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize 
exceptional local athletes and achievements.  

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are 
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge 
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our 
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.

Recreation News
 East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call 
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The event 
will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a 
four-person scramble format. Lunch/dinner 

and two drink tickets are included for every 
golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for dinner 
($50). Sponsorship options available as well. 
A highlight of this year’s tournament will be a 
Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will have a 
chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There 
will also be a raffle contest and prizes. The tour-
nament benefits East Hampton Sears Park Play-
ground equipment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

Class of ’56 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1956 

will celebrate its 70th Class Reunion on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, from 12:30-4 p.m., at The Dublin, 
at 42 East High St.

As usual, order off the menu and pay as you go.
Call Joan {Avery} Measimer at 860-788-7198 

for more information or to make reservations.

Epoch Arts Six-Day Tag Sale
In September, Epoch Arts is holding its annu-

al six-day, two-weekend, indoor, rain or shine, 
tag sale.

Shop the Christmas and Holiday Room, or 
check out areas like books, arts and crafts, lin-
ens, clothing, kitchen, toys, bath and beauty, 
and music. There will be furniture, electronics, 
sports, tools and more. All proceeds directly 
fund Epoch’s youth programs for the year. 

The tag sale runs Friday, Sept. 11, from 2-5 
p.m., and Friday, Sept. 18, from noon-5 p.m. On 
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20, 
hours will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The first day of the sale on Sept. 11 will also 

feature an early bird special from noon-2 p.m. 
with an entrance fee of $25, pay at the door, for 
those who wish to have a sneak preview of avail-
able items. 

The tag sale will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner 
St. For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“Respect your parents. 
They passed school without 

Google.” —Unknown

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

RE 8-21-26

Collision & Auto Body Repair
3 Generations of Service in East Hampton
We work directly with your insurance company.

Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 or 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT

StARR Auto
InC.

RE11-6-20

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

Tennis Program for Adults
The East Hampton Recreation tennis program 

for adults is held every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 8-10:30 a.m., at East Hampton 
High School. The program will meet at the Sears 
Park courts when school is in session. Play time 
is flexible; come and go as you please. 

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome. 
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires 
no partners and is open to all levels of adult 
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up. 

For more information, call or text Natalie 
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Lions Club 
Scholarship Raffle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-
ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship 
program. The club each year offers four $1,500 
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this 
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third 
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the 
first, second and third prizes are reentered for 
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total 
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24, 
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N. 
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion 
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951. 

Resident Releases Book, Reflects on Perfection 
By Josh Howard

East Hampton resident Kate Brownell has 
recently released a children’s book about her 
real-life Little League baseball experience that 
earned her a spot in the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame.  

Brownell is the author and main character in 
The Perfect-Perfect Game: A True Story About 
Being Brave Enough to Be Yourself When Others 
Say You Don’t Belong.

It’s a true tale of Brownell’s extraordinary feat 
that took place in 2005 when she was 11 years 
old. On May 15 of that year, she pitched the first 
perfect-perfect game, striking out all 18 batters 
during a little league game at Elroy Parkins Me-
morial Town Park in her hometown of Oakville, 
New York. 

“Even after the game was over, I didn’t really 
realize what I had done and I didn’t realize how 
big of a deal it was,” stated Brownell.

Story Behind the Story
Prior to the historic outing, Brownell was 

originally slated to pitch only a few innings that 
day, but the scorebook keeper noticed she was 
pitching a flawless game and advised the coach 
to keep her on the mound.

“I just did whatever coach said,” joked Bron-
well, who recalled her mom coming over be-
tween innings to give her a Gatorade and a pep 
talk. “She called me Bug and she said, ‘Bug, 
you’re pitching a perfect game’ – so I took a 
drink and went back out there.”  

It was a history-making performance for 

Brownell, who became the first female player to 
achieve the feat as she silences all the doubters 
in a sport where she was one of the only girls 
playing baseball at the time. 

Following her legendary little league perfor-
mance, Brownell’s life quickly became a wild 
ride that included a media circuit that garnered 
national attention where she was featured on 
ESPN, Good Morning America, World News To-
night, and other major news outlets. 

She even got a photo with then-President 
George W. Bush, who commended her on the 
accomplishment.  

Her jersey from the game is now displayed in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. 
– located about three hours from her home-
town. Her glove, cleats, and a ball from that 
game are also on display at the Little League 
Baseball Hall of Fame.

Brownell stated that she was shy as a child 
and used baseball as a way to “express myself ”, 
adding, “I’ve always loved writing and used it as 
an outlet as well.” 

A little over two decades following the life-
changing day, Brownell put the finishing touch-
es on the retelling of the events and the book 
was released on June 22, her 33rd birthday. 

“I started in college and did a lot of the text, 
but it sat in Google Drive for the past 10 years,” 
she noted. “This past Christmas I decided it was 
time to get the story out there.”

Brownell added that her mission in spreading 
the story has “always been to inspire as many 
people as possible.”

The book, complete with illustrations, is 
available on Amazon for $12.99.

Journey to Connecticut
Following her time in the national spotlight, 

Brownell continued playing baseball before 
eventually shifting over to softball because her 
high school didn’t allow girls to play on the 
baseball team. 

She continued to shine on the diamond where 
she became a four-year starter on the softball 
fields at Buffalo State University, earning ECAC 
First-Team and All-SUNYAC First Team acco-
lades, as well as All-Academic team honors all 
four years.

In Buffalo, Brownell earned her degree in 
sports communications and met her mentor 
Tim O’Shei, who helped her tell the story and 
construct the children’s book.  

Following college, Brownell was an assistant 
softball coach at Amherst College where she 
helped guide the program to their first ever 
Women’s College World Series (WCWS) ap-
pearance as the Mammoths finished fifth overall 
in the country. She was also a Sports Informa-
tion Associate at the school in Massachusetts.

After earning her personal training certifica-
tion, Brownell relocated to Connecticut where 
she worked at Edge Fitness in Manchester be-
fore eventually moving to Belltown and start-
ing her own business, Results Based Fitness in 
Glastonbury. 

Brownell now helps people of all ages achieve 
their fitness goals, while also continuing to 

coach and monitor aspiring, young girls who 
want to achieve their dreams on the diamonds. 

Assisting others to become more physically 
and mentally fit is similar to her goal in writing 
and releasing the book.

“I wanted to help kids understand that they 
don’t have to fit someone else’s mold to suc-
ceed. It’s a true story about courage, resilience, 
and just being brave enough to be yourself no 
matter what someone says to you,” she added. 
“Whether they are being bullied, feeling left out, 
struggling with confidence or chasing a dream 
that seems impossible – I wanted them to know 
they belong and that they are capable.”

Kate Brownell, a resident of East Hamp-
ton, has released a book about her real 
life experience called The Perfect-Perfect 
Game. 

When Brownell was 11-years-old she 
pitched a flawless baseball game, striking 
out all 18 batters to earn national recog-
nition as the first female athlete in a male 
dominated sport to achieve the feat. She is 
pictured at the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame with the commemorative No. 3 Los 
Angeles Dodgers jersey she was presented.   
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Board of Education Names Next Superintendent
The Marlborough 

Board of Education last 
week unanimously ap-
pointed  Paul K. Smith  as 
the next superinten-
dent of the Marlborough 
school system.

Smith – who previously 
served as East Hampton’s 
schools chief for nearly a 
decade – was appointed at 
the Board of Education’s 
Aug. 13 meeting. He will 
begin serving in the role immediately.

Smith replaces Holly Hageman, who de-
parted Marlborough in June to become super-
intdent of schools in Barrington, R.I. Smith’s 
annual salary is set at $105,000, an increase of 
$5,000 from what Hageman was paid, accord-
ing to the Board of Education office. However, 
the office added, had Hageman not departed for 
Rhode Island, she would have likely received a 
raise, bringing her salary to $103,000.

The Marlborough superintendent of schools 
is a part-time position.

Smith served as superintendent of schools in 
East Hampton from 2016-24; in Griswold from 
2012-16; and in Bolton from 2008-12. Since re-
tiring from full-time superintendent service in 
2024, Smith has worked for Connecticut school 
districts as an educational consultant, executive 
coach, and accreditation leader, helping school 
systems strengthen strategic planning, instruc-
tional improvement, and organizational effec-
tiveness. He most recently served as interim 
superintendent for Region 17 Public Schools in 
Higganum.

“We are delighted to welcome Paul Smith to 
the Marlborough family,” said Raymond “Chip” 
Morris, chair of the Marlborough Board of Edu-
cation. “Throughout the search process, Paul 
demonstrated a deep commitment to student 
learning, thoughtful leadership, fiscal respon-
sibility, and meaningful community engage-
ment. His extensive experience, collaborative 
approach, and passion for public education, and 

communication expertise make him exception-
ally well suited to lead our district as we build 
upon Marlborough’s tradition of excellence.”

During Smith’s tenure in East Hampton, he 
led the development of a district-wide strate-
gic plan, strengthened school safety and mental 
health supports, expanded academic opportu-
nities, increased family engagement, and guided 
significant operational and financial improve-
ments. Smith has also been recognized for his 
leadership in strategic planning, governance, 
educational communications, and school ac-
creditation.

“I am deeply honored and grateful for the con-
fidence the Marlborough Board of Education 
has placed in me,” said Smith. “Marlborough 
is a remarkable school community with a clear 
commitment to academic excellence, caring 
educators, engaged families, and extraordinary 
students. I look forward to listening, learning, 
and working alongside the Board of Education, 
faculty, staff, students, parents, and the entire 

community to ensure every child continues to 
thrive. Together, we will build upon the district’s 
many strengths while preparing students for a 
future filled with opportunity.”

Smith received his bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation and music from Boston University; his 
master’s, also in education and music, from the 
Eastman School at University of Rochester; and 
his sixth year and superintendent certificate 
from the University of Connecticut.

The board expressed its appreciation to ev-
eryone who participated in the superintendent 
search process, including parents, teachers and 
staff members, students, and the community. 
Their participation in a survey and focus groups 
led to the development of a leadership profile 
that helped the board identify the qualities most 
desired in the next district leader. The superin-
tendent search was conducted in partnership 
with CABE Search Services consultant Mary 
Broderick.

Paul K. Smith

Reflective Number 
Signs Available

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has drive-
way reflective number signs available for pur-
chase. 

Signs cost $50. The vertical sign is double-sid-
ed, 8” x 24”, with 4” numbers on blue highway 
reflective metal. The signs help first responders 
find your home in the event of an emergency.

Order forms are online at www.marlbor-
oughct.gov and at Town Hall.

250th Celebrations Continue 
As the town continues to celebrate the 

250th anniversary of the founding of the 
United States, there will be a family-friendly 
event open to everyone at St. John Fisher 
Church on Jones Hollow Road on Sunday, 
Aug. 30, from 1-2:30 p.m.

All are invited to “continue to grow to-
gether” with various stations set up at the 
Community Giving Garden (which supports 
the local food bank), the Pollinator’s Garden 
(supporting our environment), the church’s 
outdoor Meditation area (to offer up inten-

tions for the community and country), fun 
with chalk and bubbles, and a sweet treat. 
Families with children aged 3-10 may find this 
the most enjoyable, the church said, while all 
are welcome to come and have fun.

Keeping with the theme of supporting the 
community, a non-perishable food item for 
the Marlborough Food Bank is greatly appre-
ciated. 

Call the church at 860-295-0001 if you have 
questions.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure 
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Chair Yoga: Seated in a chair, explore gentle 
movement, practiced breathing and peaceful 
mindfulness. Next session: 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29. 
Fee: $35/Marlborough residents, $40/non-resi-
dents. RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better 
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement 
and exercises are drawn from body building, 
yoga, ballet and more. Instructor Hilary Celen-
tano. Next session: 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28; 10:45-
11:45. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 
RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

Senior Living Options: 8/25, 10:30 a.m. All 
are invited to this informative session on the 
spectrum of senior living options: Indepen-
dent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, 
and when Skilled Nursing may be appropriate. 
Learn how to compare care types, understand 
typical costs, explore financing options, and 
how to ask the right questions. 

State of Primary Care: 8/26, 1-2 p.m. With 
Professor Howard Selinger.

Loaded Baked Potato and Trivia Night: Will 
be rescheduled to a later date.

Rightsizing Today for More Choices To-
morrow: Making Room for What Matters 
Most – and Preparing for What’s Next: 9/1, 
10:30 a.m. Discover how downsizing on pur-
pose can help you create a safer, more comfort-
able home today while preparing for whatever 
tomorrow may bring.

Free Sound Bath: 9/2, 2-3 p.m. In sound 
baths, sounds and vibrations from instruments 
such as singing bowls, chimes and gongs help 
promote calm, relaxation, and a sense of well-
being. Jeremy Tucker, the resident engagement 
director at The Residence at Glastonbury will 
lead this experience.

Legislative Update with State Rep. Steve 
Weir: 9/9, 1 p.m. Weir (R-55) serves as the state 
representative for Marlborough, Andover, He-
bron and portions of Bolton and Glastonbury.

Thin Blue Line: 9/17, 10 a.m. Author Greg 
Dillon will share his story-turned-book, about 
a former FBI agent who discovers FBI miscon-
duct, and is subsequently demoted, harassed at 
home and threatened with termination. Even 
after a major courtroom victory and landmark 
decision, the agent realizes retaliation has only 
just begun.

Senior Center 25th Anniversary Party: Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, 1-4:30 p.m. The party will fea-

ture a live swing band, ice cream truck, photo 
booth, games, car show and more. All are wel-
come. The event will be held rain or shine.

Birthday Club: 9/22, 1-2 p.m. September 
birthdays will be celebrated with cake! Open 
to all friends and family. It does not have to be 
your birthday month to celebrate; however, if it 
is please RSVP.

Open Discussion on Open AI: 9/30, 1-2 p.m. 
Paul A. Kriksciun has dedicated his career to 
helping organizations navigate complex tech-
nology and now focuses on making artificial 
intelligence accessible and understandable for 
everyone. All are invited to come learn and ask 
questions.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East 
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: Oct. 8. Enjoy a 
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen 
to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-
piece Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s 
flagship store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is 
$158/person. More information available at se-
nior center. 

Social Services: Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program: Electronic benefit card, 
preloaded with $40. For use at participating 
farmers markets to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables, eggs, honey, and fresh cut herbs. 
Use at the Marlborough Farmers Market every 
Wednesday. For Marlborough residents only. 
Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/month, 
Household 2 - $3,337.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive, 
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is 
an open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and 
4-6 p.m. The food bank is open to qualified resi-
dents in need.

Eversource: There are low-income discount 
rates available for electric bills. Proof required; 
by appointment only.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For ap-
plication assistance, call the senior center. Rent-
er’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy.

Former State 
Troubador to Perform

Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday @ The 
Arts Café will present Kala Farnham, Connecti-
cut’s 18th State Troubadour, in concert on Fri-
day, Aug. 28, at 7:30 p.m., at the center, 231 N. 
Main St. 

Farnham’s vocals and mystical folk harp, pia-
no and guitar, draws audiences into a transcen-
dent journey, the arts center said. 

Tickets are $15 and available at the door. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-

ish fellowship. For details, see the church calen-
dar available on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is actively pro-
ducing fresh produce and meets Mondays at 5 
p.m. The garden yields fresh produce delivered 
weekly to the Marlborough Food Bank. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the 
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the 
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Learn to Play Mah Jongg
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., is offering American Mah Jongg class-
es this fall for teens and adults. 

This six-week session is for beginners and 
advanced beginners. The instructor, Barbara 
Hahn, has been teaching for 15 years at local 
senior centers and libraries.  

Classes will be Thursdays 6-8:30 p.m., from 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 29; or Fridays, 2-4:30 p.m., from 

Sept. 18 to Oct. 30. There will be no classes Oct. 
8 and 9.

Fee is a $60 donation to the Marlborough 
Arts Center, plus a $15 fee for the 2026 NMJL 
Card, which is yours to keep.

For more information and to register, go to 
MarlboroughArts.org. For questions, call 860-
467-6353 or text 860-926-7500.

Local Art at Town Hall
Marlborough Arts Center has announced a 

new solo art exhibit of local artist Arlene S. Cav-
alieri. Her paintings will be displayed at Town 
Hall from August through October.

Cavalieri’s work includes oils and acrylic. 
Her compositions often feature ocean and pond 
scenes as well as landscape, animal and floral 
subjects. Her ocean paintings have won Dean 
Waite and First Place awards.

Cavalieri’s paintings can be seen in fine art 

shows in Connecticut and her work has been 
showcased in Connecticut corporate events. 
While Cavalieri will occasionally paint Plein Air 
in the warm weather, she mostly enjoys painting 
in her studio year-round.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in 
the Marlborough Town Hall’s hallway. For in-
quiries regarding Cavalieri’s paintings, contact 
Barbara Lazzari in Town Hall’s tax collector’s of-
fice or contact Marlborough Arts Center at 860-
467-6353 or info@marlborougharts.org.

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission
The Duly Authorized Agent of the Andover Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Commission APPROVED the following applica-
tion on August 19, 2026:
 Application #IWWC 26-5W: Gary McCullough, 3 Lakeside 

Drive. Placement of 200 SF of Patio Pavers within the 200-foot 
Upland Review Area of Andover Lake at 3 Lakeside Drive. 

Work is to be completed in accordance with the Wetlands Agent 
approval dated 8/19/2026.

Petitions/Appeals Process:
The above decision may be appealed to the Andover Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission pursuant to Section 
12.2 of the Town of Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Regulations, available at www.andoverconnecticut.org.
Questions: If you have any questions regarding the above 
notice, please contact the Andover Wetlands Agent at 860-742-
7305 x4221 or email wetlands@andoverct.org, or buildingad-
min@andoverct.org 1TB  8/21

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting 
on Wednesday, September 2, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East 
Hampton Town Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via 
ZOOM to consider
PZC-26-010: Town of East Hampton PZC, Text Amendment 
to Section 8.4.M (Accessory Dwelling Units) of the Zoning 
Regulations.
Applications and Plans are on file in the Land Use Office 860-
267-7450.
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 2TB 8/21, 8/28
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RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

R
E6

-6
-2

5Numismatist over 25 years
In business since 2008

Served over 15,000 customers

No 
Appointment 

Necessary

NEW HOURS:
Sat. 8:30-12 • Wed. 9-6

Thurs. & Fri. 9-5
Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

School Changes Leadership Structure, Welcomes New Teachers

Marlborough Elementary School Principal Paula Graef promises the upcoming school year 
will be “outstanding.” Photo contributed by Marlborough Public Schools.

By Toriana Williams
Sorry kids: summer vacation is almost over. 

It’s time to get back to school!
Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary School, 

also known as Marlborough Elementary School 
(MES), will welcome students on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, where there will be a few new faces, 
new leadership and several new programs.

For MES Assistant Principal Jennier Renkie-
wicz, this new school year will mark her first in 
Marlborough. She joined the school after spend-
ing 14 years at Odyssey Community School in 
Manchester. She explained her move was due to 
looking for a chance to grow in her administra-
tive career, and she was drawn to Marlborough’s 
strong sense of community.

“I was really drawn to the importance of com-
munity and the support from the families and 
the staff,” said Renkiewicz. “The school kind of 
feels like a hub of the community.”

That community feeling will certainly be part 
of the school’s focus as students pitter patter 
back in through the halls. The school also has 
a new leadership structure this year. In the past, 
the school had two co-principals. This year, 
Renkiewicz will serve as the assistant principal 
alongside Principal Paula Graef.

Graef said the change was made while look-
ing closely at the school’s budget and trying to 
protect the resources that students need.

“We remember really looking at the budget-
ary constraints and making sure that we could 
still provide the support for our students and … 
the wonderful resources we have for them, with 
as little impact as possible,” said Graef.

The school expects to begin the year with 
about 463 students, the same enrollment it had 
last year.

Academically, students will see an updated 
version of a familiar math program. The school 
has used Envision math and will now move to 
the program’s revised 2027 version. Graef said 
the school chose to stay with the program be-

cause students have performed well with it.
“We found that it’s very successful, with all of 

our test scores and things,” she said. “Our chil-
dren do really well with it.”

MES is also making changes to encourage 
more opportunities to work together, particu-
larly in literacy. The master schedule has been 
adjusted to create protected time for literacy 
specialists and classroom teachers to collabo-
rate. Renkiewicz said teachers and specialists 
will meet regularly to look at student needs and 
make changes when necessary.

“They’re going to be specifically working with 
grade levels,” she said. “It’s time for them to talk 
about how they can best work together to sup-
port the curriculum and the students.”

The meetings will allow for teachers to look 
at student data in real time and decide what ad-
justments might help students most. Graef said 
the school already had a deep pool of knowl-
edge among its teachers.

“We have a wealth of knowledge within our 
building. We have a lot of veteran teachers and 
some newer teachers,” she said. “They all have 
just great ideas and experiences, and anything 
we can learn from one another, it really benefits 
our students.”

The school’s biggest academic goal this year is 
student growth. Graef and Renkiewicz said they 
want every student to make meaningful prog-
ress whether that student is already perform-
ing at a high level or needs additional support. 
Graef explained that the focus is on the indi-
vidual child, rather than just looking at overall 
test scores.

“We’re looking at the individual student 
growth and to make sure that all of our stu-
dents, whether they are high achieving or ones 
that need a little extra support, are continuing to 
grow,” she said.

That work will include taking a close look at 
classroom data and adjusting instruction when 
it’s deemed necessary. Renkiewicz said academ-

ic progress can also be connected to a student’s 
social and emotional needs.

“Sometimes academic needs or academic 
growth needs to be supported with social-emo-
tional support or behavior support,” she said.

Several new staff members will help support 
the school and students in those goals.

Mariah Johnston is joining the school as a 
new special education teacher, who has experi-
ence in applied behavior analysis (ABA). Angela 
Egan is also joining the staff as a new literacy 
specialist. The school will also welcome Maria 
Sanhueza as its new Spanish teacher.

There have also been some changes around 
campus too. A greenhouse was installed on the 
property this summer after the school received 
a grant. It’s not quite ready for students yet, but 
Graef said a grand opening is planned once ev-
erything is in place.

Other summer work included construction 
at one of the building’s entrances. That project 
is expected to be completed before students ar-

rive. Work to address water coming through a 
wall into the community room has also been 
completed.

A larger building project remains part of 
the long-term picture for Marlborough, with a 
five- to seven-year plan previously discussed. 
For now, though, the focus is on the much more 
immediate task of getting the building ready for 
the first day.

As for events, MES has a meet-and-greet 
planned for Tuesday, Aug. 25 at 8:15 a.m. and 
an open house planned for Thursday, Oct. 1, at 
6 p.m.

For Renkiewicz, the first day will be about 
getting to know the students she has heard so 
much about. “I’m just very excited to get to meet 
them,” she shared. “I’ve heard so many great 
things about the students.”

Graef is just as hopeful about the future that 
lies in wait. “They’re going to have an outstand-
ing year. We have the best students, staff and 
community,” she said.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. in the air-conditioned sanctuary. 
The service is also broadcast live every Sunday 
at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for 
later viewing. Church pastor is the Rev. Val-
erie Seaver. There is no nursery care or Sunday 
School in August; they will resume in mid-
September. Children are always welcome at the 
worship service. The deacons have provided 
quiet activity bags, found in the narthex, for the 
youngest children to borrow and enjoy at sum-
mer services and bulletins with word games, 
mazes, and picture finds for Sunday school-age 
children.

Aug. 23: The service will be led by Seaver.  Af-
ter worship all are invited to Coffee Hour in the 
Thienes Lounge for snacks and refreshments.  

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 

next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27. August and 
September mission-giving will go to Commu-
nity Partners in Action Resettlement Program 
that provides comprehensive reentry services 
from basic needs to medical care, for women re-
entering society from York Correctional.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop  is closed in 
August and will reopen Friday, Sept. 11, and 
Saturday, Sept. 12. Follow the shop through 
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, Marl-
borough for summer updates. The eBay shop is 
open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Congre-
gational Church is an Open and Affirming faith 
community and all are welcome.   The church 
does not pass a collection plate, but free-will 
giving boxes are found by the doors in the sanc-
tuary. Donations can also be made through the 
church website, or mailed to the church at P.O. 
Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more in-
formation on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her 
at pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact 
the church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

	 Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Sat-
urdays, Aug. 29-Oct. 31, at West Road upper 
field. No sessions 9/5 or 10/10. Mini, for age 2, 
will be held 3-3:30 p.m., and Classic, for ages 
3-5, will be 4-4:45 p.m. Fee for Mini: $105/resi-
dents, $110/non-resident. Fee for Classic: $113/
resident, $118/non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Kickball: For grades 5 & 
6. Wednesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Sept. 16-Oct. 21, 
at MES. Registration fee is $30.

Sparkling Spinners: Dance class for ages 3-5. 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5 p.m., Sept. 16-Nov. 18, at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers: Dance class for ages 2-3. 
Tuesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., Sept. 15-Nov. 17, or Sat-
urdays, 9:30-10 a.m., Sept. 19-Nov. 21. Classes 
held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Tots: Wednesdays, 
Sept. 23-Oct. 28, at MES. Ages 2-3.5 meet 5-5:45 
p.m., and ages 3.5-4 meet 6-6:45 p.m. Parent 
participation required for ages 2-3.5. Fee: $102/
resident, $107/non-resident.

Mad Science – Fall Crazy Chemworks: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 15-
Nov. 19, at MES. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-

residents. 
Crayola Imagine Arts Academy – Epic 

Landmarks Throughout History!: For grades 
K-6, at Marlborough Elementary School. Tues-
days, 3:15-4:15 p.m., from Oct. 13-Nov. 24. Fee: 
$144/residents, $149/non-residents. No class on 
11/3.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Nov. 7, 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Designed to prepare students in grades 6-8 
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Tap:  For ages 18 and 
over.  Thursdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 8-8:45 p.m., 
at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee: $200/resi-
dent.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident, 
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class 
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Marlborough
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m., on the Town Green. 

Attendees can expect live music and artisanal 
goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, baked goods, a variety of crafts and 
more.

The first 100 shoppers will receive a free 
Marlborough Farmers tote bag. Produce farms 
selling at the market will also be accepting WIC 
and senior vouchers.

Town-Wide 
Tag Sale Coming

Marlborough Parks & Recreation is or-
ganizing the annual Town-Wide Tag Sale, 
coming up Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. Registration forms are avail-
able in Town Hall or online at www.marl-
boroughct.gov.

Fee is $25 with a deadline of Oct. 1; no 
exceptions.
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HEALTHCARE SERVICES

AVOIDING AN ABSCESSED TOOTH
     A tooth abscess is a swollen pocket of pus caused by a bacterial infection in 
the tooth’s root. An abscess can occur at the bottom of the root or in the gums to 
the side of the root. Bacteria enters the root through an untreated cavity, chip, 
or crack in the tooth, causing swelling and inflammation. An abscess requires 
treatment and won’t resolve on its own. A dentist will drain the abscess and treat 
the infection. A root canal or tooth extraction may also be required. The best way 
to avoid a tooth abscess is to prevent tooth decay through daily brushing and 
flossing, healthy eating habits that limit sugar and snacks, and regular cleanings 
by a dental professional. 
 One of our fundamental philosophies is teaching our patients the importance 
of taking charge of their dental health and doing what is necessary to control their 
own dental conditions, from prevention to maintenance.  We work together as a 
team with our patients to achieve the long-term benefits that quality dentistry 
affords. From sound advice about healthy gums and periodontal care to routine 
well visits to major dental reconstructions, we’ve got your dental needs covered.
 P.S. If left undrained, the bacteria from a tooth  abscess can spread to the head 
and neck and may even spread throughout the body as a life-threatening infection 
known as sepsis. 
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TV Weatherman Involved
in Arrigoni Bridge Crash

By Anne Lilburn
WTNH-TV co-chief meteorologist Joe 

Furey was involved in a rollover crash near 
Portland’s Arrigoni Bridge last week, accord-
ing to multiple reports.

The accident happened on Aug. 13, around 
9:45 a.m., and caused traffic on the bridge to 
briefly be shut down in both directions. Ac-
cording to WTNH, the weatherman was driv-
ing the company SUV when he “was hit by 
another car, and his SUV then flipped over 
several times. He was wearing his seatbelt.”

The station reported that Furey was okay 
following the incident, and he was seen in 

photos walking just following the incident.
The Hartford Courant said a police report 

did not indicate who was at fault in the crash, 
but said that one person was detained follow-
ing the crash. The Courant also reported that, 
according to police, “one person complained 
of neck pain following the crash, though it 
was not immediately clear if that individual 
was Furey.”

The Rivereast reached out to Portland Police 
for an update, but was told there was no addi-
tional information available at this time.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Saturday, Sept. 5, and Monday, Sept. 
7, for Labor Day.

Children’s Programs: Cook Up an Adven-
ture Summer Reading Program: The last day 
to share your reading logs and pick up your 
prizes is Wednesday, Aug. 26. Each day you 
read 20 minutes or more counts towards your 
summer reading goal. Earn prizes each time you 
reach five days. 

Fall Storytimes: Start the week of Sept. 7. 
Registration opens Monday, Aug. 31, and space 
is limited. Preschool Storytimes (ages 3-5): 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. Sept. 8-Oct. 27. Tod-
dlers and Tots Storytime – Mother Goose on 
the Loose (ages 0-2): Wednesdays at 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m. Sept. 9-Oct. 28. 

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception 
– “Portland x Portland”: Saturday, Sept, 12, 1 
p.m. In this special exhibit, 12 Portland photog-
raphers – Susan Anderson, Gabriela Andrew, 
Michael Beck, Dan Castelli, Beau Doherty, 
Chris Edie, Terry Grady, Chris Graham, Janet 
Lopes, Cara Mac, Lucinda Patrick and Sarah 
Weeden – will offer their perspectives of their 
hometown. This reception is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Portland Library. This exhibit will 
run from Sept. 8 through Oct. 8.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up 
an Adventure: The last day to log the pages you 
read and receive a coupon for a free book/books 
(up to $2 in value) from the Friends of Portland 
Library’s Ongoing Book Sale is Wednesday, 
Aug. 26. For every adult who reads and logs at 
least one book this summer (including audio-
books and graphic novels) the Friends owill do-
nate $3 towards two musical instrument rental 
scholarships for the 2026-27 school year for two 
students at Brownstone Intermediate School.

Songs From the Bend in the River: An Un-
told Story of American Music: Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m. After 30 years of traveling the 
world as a musician and songwriter, Portland 
native Joe Flood discovered that he shared a 

musical lineage with three important 19th cen-
tury songwriters from Middletown: Henry Clay 
Work (1832-1884), composer of “Marching 
Through Georgia” and “Grandfather’s Clock,” 
once the most popular song in America; Regi-
nald Dekoven (1859-1920), the first success-
ful American operetta composer; and Edward 
Barrett (1817-1914), an Irish immigrant black-
smith and broadside poet who wrote lyrics to 
traditional airs. Touching as it does on blackface 
minstrelsy as well as the beginnings of Ameri-
can musical theater and the roots of American 
folk music, this musical era – largely before the 
dawn of recorded music – is little spoken of or 
understood today, the library said. In this pre-
sentation, Flood will sing the songs and explain 
the context. Registration is requested.

Adult Craft Night: Paint Party: Wednes-
day, Sept. 23, 6 p.m., led by resident and artist 
Brigette Roy. Each participant will leave with a 
completed painting. Registration opens Mon-
day, Aug. 31, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Adults of all experience 
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get 
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who 
enjoy knitting and crocheting. Note: There is no 
meeting on Sept. 5, because the library will be 
closed.

Movie: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. Devil 
Wears Prada 2 (2026; rated PG-13) will be 
shown. Run time is 120 minutes.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, 1 p.m. Anxious People by Fredrik Back-
man will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Sept. 3, 6:30 p.m. What’s 
Mine and Yours by Naima Coster will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 
Sept. 15, 1 p.m. The Maid by Nita Prose will be 
discussed. Book Club for Solidarity and Com-
munity: Saturday, Sept. 26, 1 p.m. This Book Is 
Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell will be discussed.

Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Portland 

Fair, which will return to Chris Cote’s Driving 
Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. 

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the 
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme 
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into 
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night. 
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of 
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford 

and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson 
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover 
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project 
which will culminate in a banner  for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Vocal Chords Seek New Members
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) are searching for men and women to 
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions. 

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals start Tuesday, Aug. 25, from 
6:45-9 p.m., at St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox 
Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC 
prepares for its holiday concert on Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School. New 
members may join until Sept. 8.

This community-focused group’s repertoire 
includes hits from past and present, along with 
classical and patriotic selections. The group’s 90 

current members come from central and south-
ern Connecticut and represent diverse back-
grounds. You do not need any affiliation with 
Middlesex Health to become a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s 
annual Patron Drive go back to the commu-
nity through scholarships awarded to Middle-
sex County seniors who plan to study nursing 
or music. So far, the Vocal Chords have con-
tributed $94,000 to local students, thanks to 
our dedicated supporters and members. For 
more information, visit vocalchords20.org or 
call 860-342-3120. You can also find the Vocal 
Chords on YouTube and Facebook. 

Residents Sought for Charter Commission
The Portland Board of Selectmen is seeking 

residents to serve on a Charter Revision Com-
mission.

The municipal charter serves as the local con-
stitution, defining the structure, powers, and 
duties of the local government. The commission 
will review the current charter, identify areas 
for operational improvement, and recommend 
amendments to better serve the community.

Commission members will review public 
feedback, research governance models, and 
draft recommendations for the Board of Select-
men. Final approved changes will eventually be 
placed on a public ballot for voter approval.

Requirements for service: 

· Applicants must be registered voters and 
full-time residents of Portland; 

· Members must attend regularly scheduled 
meetings, and public hearings over the course 
of 16-months (from date of appointment);

· The commission must consist of five to fif-
teen electors (registered voters), not more than 
1/3 of whom may hold another public office in 
the municipality, and with no more than a bare 
majority from the same political party.

If interested in joining the commission, sub-
mit a letter of interest and a brief resume or bio 
to the first selectman’s office at mceppaglia@
portlandct.org. Deadline for submissions is 
Aug. 31.

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday. 
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This week’s ser-
mon title is “Basket Case.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: Sunday School for children 
ages K-8th grade is provided. This week’s topic 
is “Anchored in Hope.”

 Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need 
collects donations for the Portland Food Bank. 
Items needed are oatmeal packets, peanut but-
ter, peanut butter crackers, canned proteins, in-
dividual snacks, and juice boxes.

For more information about church services 
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or 
call 860-342-3244.

Chip Sealing to Start
The Portland Department of Public Works 

expects to begin chip sealing the following 
roads the first week of September and continu-
ing throughout the month:

Cornwall Street, East Cotton Hill Road, 
Isinglass Hill Road, West Cotton Hill Road, 
Appletree Lane, Cedar Terrace, Hartfield Road, 
Mountain Laurel Way, Paley Farm Road, Rock-
wood Drive, Rustic Terrace, Blackberry Ridge 
Road, Grace Lane, Karen Drive, Thompson Hill 
Road, Michele Drive and Old County Way.

Parking on the road during working hours (7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.) will be banned starting August 
31st through the completion of the chip seal 
project. Any cars left in the road during work-
ing hours will be towed at the owner’s expense.

The chip seal process consists of distributing 

a liquid asphalt emulsion on the roadway and 
covering the liquid asphalt with crushed stone 
to provide a new wearing surface. Chip seal-
ing extends the life of a roadway by protecting 
it from moisture, ultra-violet degradation and 
any other exposures that could damage a road-
way. Drivers should exercise caution as loose 
stone will be present on the roadway. It is rec-
ommended when travelling on a recently chip 
sealed road to slow down and allow additional 
space between vehicles.

The department apologizes for any incon-
veniences and urges residents to use alternate 
routes where possible. The department also 
reminds motorists to use caution and consider 
worker safety when driving through a work 
zone.

Community Stroke Education Class
There will be a Community Stroke Education 

Class, presented by Middlesex Health in part-
nership with the Portland Fire Department, on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m., at Portland Fire 
Department Company No. 2, 594 Main St.

Join Ryan Snow, Middlesex Health Commu-
nity Stroke Educator, along with Portland Fire 
Department members, for an informational ses-
sion on what you need to know about strokes. 
Learn signs and symptoms, risk factors and 

preventative measures, and learn background 
on emergency medical services, the emergency 
department and in-patient care.

This informational session will be followed 
by a Q&A session with both Snow and the fire 
department personnel. 

The class is open to the public, and no RSVP 
is needed. 

For more information, email Snow at ryan.
snow@midhosp.org.

Volunteers Needed for Wellness Expo
The Portland Waverly Senior Center is look-

ing for volunteers to help at its upcoming Well-
ness Expo, which will be held Wednesday, Oct. 
21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the center.

Volunteers will serve as greeters at entrances, 
welcome attendees, and help make sure every-
one signs in as they arrive.

You will not need to volunteer for the entire 

event. Organizers plan to break the day into 
shorter shifts so that volunteers will also have 
plenty of time to walk around, visit the vendors, 
and enjoy everything the Wellness Expo has to 
offer.

If you would like to volunteer for a shift, call 
the senior center at 860-342-6761 to sign up or 
stop in the office, at 7 Waverly Ave.

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the 
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3 
p.m. – both in the church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.
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Resident Killed in
Motorcycle Crash 

By Anne Lilburn
A motor vehicle crash on Aug. 12 involving 

two cars and one motorcycle claimed the life 
of a Portland man, who was thrown from his 
motorcycle near the entrance to Portland Golf 
West on Route 17 in Portland.

The collision occurred at approximately 
5:30 p.m., according to Portland Police, when 
the motorcycle, which was traveling north on 
Route 17/Gospel Lane, “struck the side of an 
SUV turning left into Portland Golf West.” 
The motorcycle rider was ejected from his ve-
hicle, according to police,  and landed in the 
southbound lane, where he was struck by a 

southbound vehicle. 
The motorcyclist, 36-year-old David Gar-

neau, of Portland, was transported to Middle-
sex Hospital via ambulance and then flown to 
Hartford Hospital via Life Star helicopter, but 
later died of his injuries. 

“My heart breaks for the family and friends 
of David Garneau,” posted First Selectman 
Mike Pelton on Facebook. 

Portland Police said the accident was still 
under investigation and declined to provide 
any further updates as of press time. 

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; 
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services 
for more information, including a calendar of 
events.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is Sept. 7.

Weekly Programs: Monday, 8/24: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 8/25: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one 
yard or more) are sought for making teddy bears 
for cancer patients throughout Connecticut. To 
donate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate Meal, 
noon – $3 suggested donation (must fill out 
form). Menu: chicken & sausage gumbo, herbed 
rice, green beans, milk, orange cup; Coupons 
for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; Synco-
Cize II, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 8/26: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 p.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Fiber Arts 
Group, noon; Rug Hooking, noon; Bridge, 
12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 8/27: No Stretch & Tone in Au-
gust; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon – $3 suggested donation (must fill out 
form). Menu: chicken parmesan sandwich on 
a bun, coleslaw, Italian pasta salad, milk, apple 
and peanut butter; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; 
Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 8/28: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

 Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 

required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free.

Monday, Aug. 24: Digital Legacy Training 
Tips Workshop with Dave Audette, 11 a.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Senior Resources Lunch 
& Learn – GLP-1 Basics, Noon; Live Well, Age 
Well Diabetes Support Group, 1 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 26: Portland Senior Center 
End-of-Summer Cookout, noon-2 p.m. 

Thursday, Aug. 27: Drumming Circle, 2-3 
p.m. No experience needed and instruments 
will be provided. Donation is $5, which goes to 
the food bank. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1: Health Benefits of Tea, 
12:45-1:45 p.m. All are invited for a “Par-Tea!” 
with For All Ages. Discover the health ben-
efits of tea. Enjoy complimentary tea and sweet 
treats. Also, learn about Tea@3, For All Ages’ 
free program connecting generations over tea. 
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online 
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Tuesday, Sept. 1: Annual Luau at Portland 
Care & Rehab, 12:15-2 p.m. Featuring a buffet 
and a performance by Yale Spizzwinks. Register 
by Tuesday, Aug. 25, for a ride to the event; cost 
for ride is $5.

Wednesday, Sept. 16: 2026 Southeast 
Healthy Living Expo, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at Dodd 
Stadium in Norwich. Sponsored by Senior Re-
sources Agency on Aging. There is a $5 ride fee. 
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online 
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides, 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The fee is $5/
person, round trip. Please give at least a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call 
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Dates Changed for Lancaster Trip
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 2-6; 
please note the trip dates have changed.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder 
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at 
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour 
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and 
a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging in 
a single hotel. 

Cost of this trip is $765 per person double oc-
cupancy ($934 pp  single or $745 pp triple oc-
cupancy). A $75 deposit is due by Aug. 31; with 
the balance due by Sept. 21.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m. Zion holds worship service 
outside once each month, weather permitting. 
The next outdoor services are scheduled for 
Aug. 30 and Sept. 27. Bring a comfortable chair. 
All are welcome.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.  

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. Call 

Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.
Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 

year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families 
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies 
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs 
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at 
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling 
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Trinity Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites the community to worship each week. 
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org. 

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation and 
the church office is open from 2-4 p.m. each Fri-
day. All are invited to join the Anglican Prayer 
beading sessions at this time as well. 

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or 
to register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 
860-342-6757. Advanced registration is re-
quired for all programs.

Come on Over 5K: Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 
a.m., at Riverfront Park.

2026 Summer Concert Series (Make-Up 
Show): Tuesday, Aug. 25, 6 p.m., at Riverfront 
Park. Great Hill Mountain Band will perform.

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Fall (Grades 
1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 
20, at the Portland High School tennis courts. 
Grades 1-2 meet from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 6:30-
7:30 p.m. All players in their first session receive 
and keep a new age-appropriate racquet and 
ball.

Junior Golf (Grades K-8): Grades K-2 and 
3-5 clinics are held Mondays, Sept. 7-28, from 
4-5 p.m. and 5:15-6:15 p.m. Grades 6-8 clin-
ics are held Tuesdays, Sept 8-29, from 4-5 p.m. 
Clinics held at Portland West Golf Course.

Ladies Golf: Tuesdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 6, 5:15-
6:15 p.m., at Portland West Golf Course.

First Aid, CPR & AED Certification Course: 
Monday, Sept. 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m., at Buck-Fore-

man Community Center.
Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 

childcare program available to students enrolled 
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the 
2026-27 school year.

Kids’ Blast Jr.: Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays at 9 a.m. at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. Kids’ Blast Jr. is a school readiness 
program open to children ages 3 to 5 1/2 (or 
entering kindergarten). Led by Summer Quest 
Kiddie Camp Director Darcy Parmelee, kids 
will enjoy mornings of themed games, crafts, 
and age-appropriate activities. 

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Recreation is accepting donations for 
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational 
Complex. If you’re interested in dedicating a 
bench or tree, call Andy for more information 
at 860-342-6757.

Portland Remembers 
Sept. 11

This September marks the 25th anni-
versary of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001. To mark this significant anniversary, 
members of the community are invited to 
attend A Service of Prayer, Remembrance, 
and Hope at First Congregational Church of 
Portland, located at 554 Main St., at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 11.

This multifaith service will include prayers 
and readings from several religious tradi-
tions, inspiring music, moments of silence, 
and reflections from community leaders. 
Together, participants will remember those 
who died, acknowledge the sacrifices made 
by so many in the aftermath of the attacks, 
and offer prayers for healing and hope.

Nominations for Sprit of 
Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th 
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s 
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in the Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

Little League
Golf Tournament

Portland Little League will hold its annual 
Golf Tournament Friday, Sept. 25, at Portland 
Golf Course.

Sponsorships are available and raffle prize do-
nations are welcome.

For more details, visit tinyurl.com/pllgolf.

Senior Mixed Golf League
The six-week 2026 Fall Tuesday Morning Se-

nior Mixed Golf League starts Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
at Portland West Golf Course. All skill levels, 
and all seniors from the Rivereast towns, are 
welcome to join.

Email Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com 
for more information.
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Crafters, Vendors Wanted
Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-

ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity 
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20 
for each event. 

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show 
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next 
to the church. The second event is a Holiday 
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will 
be held inside the church. 

Space is limited for both events.  For ad-
ditional information and a registration form, 
email carol.hill@comcast.net.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding kindergarten 

registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  

Resident Completes 
Intensive Research Project

Portland resident Jamison Cooke, a mem-
ber of the class of 2027 majoring in computer 
science at Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
Worcester, Mass., was a member of a student 
team that recently completed a professional-
level research-driven project titled “Relations 
between people, music, and mathematics.”

Library Friends’ Ongoing Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library invites 

the community to peruse the book, DVD, and 
puzzle bargains that can be found at its ongoing 
book sale, held at Portland Library, 20 Freestone 
Ave., during normal library hours.

Recently released fiction hardcovers, a wide 
selection of trade and paperback titles as well 
as many children’s and young adult books are 
available for summertime reading. Also, there is 
an array of DVDs and puzzles to keep everyone 

busy these last few weeks of summer vacation. 
Inventory is refreshed weekly, so the Friends 

encourage a visit to the on-going book sale 
whenever patrons stop in at the library. The sale 
area is in the windowed corridor leading to the 
Mary Flood meeting room. All proceeds from 
the book sale support the programs offered by 
the library for children, adults and families as 
well as adding to the library’s media collection.

Exchange Club Touch-a-Truck
The Exchange Club of Portland will hold its 

annual Touch A Truck event on Sunday, Aug. 
30, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Portland Ex-
change Grounds. The Exchange will have trucks 
and vehicles of all types for children to come 
and sit in.  The event will be horn-free from 11 
a.m. to noon.

Proceeds from this year’s event will support 
the creation of a “Championship” sign honor-
ing Portland High School’s state championship 

teams. Over the past decade – and in earlier 
years – PHS has earned many state titles. This 
sign will celebrate those achievements.  

Admission $5 per person and can be pur-
chased at the gate.  Hot dogs, ice cream and re-
freshments will be available for purchase.  Park-
ing is free.

If you have a vehicle of any type for the Touch 
A Truck event, contact Jamie Leonard at 860-
301-6998.   

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration for the Rec Season is open. 
Players will be grouped according to birth-

days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids 
born up to July 31 of the following year. When 
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for 
your player’s information, including birthdate. 

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 
an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Players will be groups by birthdate: U4: 
8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to 
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to 

7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019 
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; 
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located 

at 45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its 
services and events. For more information, 
visit www.stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments. Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-

342-2308 to make arrangements. Marriages: 
Contact the office at 860-342-2328 to make 
an appointment with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of 
every month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of ev-
ery month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Volunteers Wanted for Stream Assessments
The Salmon and Eightmile River watershed 

organizations are hosting a training program 
for volunteers in September to assist with bio-
logical stream assessments. 

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrates (water 
bugs) are good indicators of water quality and 
stream health. Learn how to collect and identify 
stream macroinvertebrates in this training pro-
gram which will include an indoor workshop 
followed by field training at selected sites.

The training program will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and 
includes field time. The indoor workshop will 
be held at Burnham Brook Preserve, 2 Dolbia 
Hill Road-East, East Haddam, starting at 9 a.m. 

After the classroom portion, we will head to 
Devil’s Hopyard State Park, East Haddam.

Registration is limited to 20 participants. This 
program is appropriate for high school age and 
above, however a parent/guardian must accom-
pany a minor. To register or for any questions, 
contact Pat Young at salmonriverct@att.net or 
info@eightmileriver.org.

Collectively, the Salmon and Eightmile River 
watersheds cover over 200 square miles and in-
clude the towns of Bolton, Colchester, Colum-
bia, East Haddam, East Hampton, East Lyme, 
Glastonbury, Haddam, Hebron, Lebanon, 
Lyme, Marlborough and Salem.

Benefit Concert for CVC
There will be a benefit concert for the Com-

munity Voice Channel – the public access chan-
nel for Andover, Hebron and Marlborough – 
coming up in Ellington in September.

Rock This Town will host a benefit show for 
Community Voice Channel (CVC) entitled 
“Rock This Town presents A CVC Benefit 
Show” on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
at Market Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington. 

This immersive music event will bring to-
gether top artists, emerging talents, engaging 
activities, food trucks, vendors, and music en-
thusiasts to celebrate the future of CVC. 

According to CVC, public access television in 
Connecticut is facing a funding crisis driven by the 

ongoing shift to streaming. As audiences abandon 
traditional cable television for modern streaming 
platforms like Netflix, Roku and YouTube, the to-
tal revenue CVC receives has plummeted.

CVC said this loss has left it struggling to 
keep its doors open and maintain its equipment. 
CVC relies on these cable TV subscriber fees for 
operating costs; even though CVC is on Roku 
and YouTube, it does not receive internet sub-
scriber fees.

Tickets to the concert are $10 for ages 16 and 
over, $5 for ages 5-15, and admission is free for 
ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.
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KinderRHAMa Preschool Openings
AHM Youth and Family Services has lim-

ited openings in the Tuesday/Thursday Kinder-
RHAMa Preschool class at RHAM High School 
for the 2026-27 school year.

There are full-day and part-day slots avail-
able. Parents can choose from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. or 
8:30 a.m.-noon. Cost per year for is $2,490 for 
the partial day, and $3,600 for the full day. Fees 
can be paid in monthly installments. There may 
be financial aid available to families who qualify. 

KinderRHAMa offers structured and un-
structured theme-based activities, as well as 
many enrichment activities. Regular activities 

include circle/story time, outside play, literacy, 
science and math-based activities, and daily 
arts and crafts projects. The class is led by two 
trained teachers, and RHAM students also assist 
in the program.

More information is at ahmyouth.org/pro-
grams-services/kinderrhama-preschool-pro-
gram. Children must be fully toilet-trained to 
participate. 

If you are interested or have further ques-
tions, contact Becky Murray at beckym@ahmy-
outh.org or 860-573-1260.

Needleman Endorsed by 314 Action Fund 
State Sen. Norm 

Needleman (D-33) was 
recently endorsed by the 
314 Action Fund, an orga-
nization focused on sup-
porting candidates with 
experience in science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics, as he 
works toward re-election 
to a fifth term in the 33rd 
Senate District. 

Needleman received 
this recognition both for his support of STEM 
employment and education in Connecticut and 
due to his own career and skills.

“The STEM field plays a vital role in our 
economy and our schools, and in a state with 
incredible health care quality, the new devel-
opments discovered at Electric Boat and other 
major employers and organizations and some of 
the best colleges and universities in the country, 
its importance resonates everywhere you look,” 
said Needleman. “I’m grateful for this support 
and look forward to continuing my advocacy 
for quality education in our state.

In the 2026 legislative session, Needleman 
voted in support of hundreds of millions of dol-
lars of state support for Connecticut schools. 
He has also supported higher education invest-
ments and other initiatives intended to spur 
increased support for STEM education and 
employment in Connecticut, and serves as the 
Senate Chair of the Energy and Technology 
Committee.

Needleman was unanimously renominated 
this spring by the Democratic Party to repre-
sent the towns of Colchester, Chester, Clinton, 
Deep River, East Haddam, East Hampton, Es-
sex, Haddam, Lyme, Old Saybrook, Portland 
and Westbrook.

In addition to working as Senate Chair of the 
Energy and Technology Committee, Needle-
man also works as vice chair of the Planning 
and Development Committee and a member of 
the Finance, Revenue and Bonding, Transporta-
tion and Commerce committees.

Needleman founded and runs a manufactur-
ing company, Tower Laboratories in Center-
brook, and is currently serving his eighth term 
as the first selectman of Essex.

Needleman
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And the Winners Are….
Here are some of the winners and runners-up from this year’s Portland Street Garden Project.

Amy Estabrook of Bud’s Café was named runner-up for the 2026 Portland’s Choice 
Award, selected by community vote.

Mike and Louise Walsh of Dog Tales Grooming and Pet Care received first place 
in the special America’s 250 Award category, celebrating the nation’s 250th birthday 
through a patriotic garden display. They also won third place overall.

Debby Carle of Magic Mirror Unisex Salon received the Most Creative Garden 
Award and the Whimsy in Bloom Award for the business’s playful garden display.

Connecticut Valley School of Music and Dance received second place in the Amer-
ica’s 250 Award category.

Dana Hughes (left) and Madison Godwin (right) of Scissor Happy received the First 
Time Planter Award for the business’s debut participation in the project.

Zachary Olson of Portland Ale House received the Wow Factor Award for the busi-
ness’s eye-catching entry.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 7/31/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Advertisers
The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast 
News Bulletin will make every effort to see 
that all advertising copy is correctly printed. 
The publisher assumes no liability or financial 
responsibility for typographical errors in 
advertising, but will reprint, without charge, 
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may occur, provided that a claim is made 
within 5 days of publication. The liability of 
the publisher on account of errors in or 
omissions from any advertisement will in no 
way exceed the amount of the charge for the 
space occupied by the item in error, and then 
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the 
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement, 
and will upon request, reveal the name and 
address of the person or persons responsible 
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads. 
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the 
right to reject advertisements which it 
deems unsuitable for its publications. Every 
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy 
and propriety of all ads for the protection of 
our readers. The Citizen will take requests 
for specific placement of ads and will try 
to accommodate everyone’s requests. The 
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.

Moodus
Francis Edward Rogers Jr.

Francis Edward Rogers 
Jr. 83, of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., formerly of Connect-
icut, passed away peace-
fully Monday, Aug. 17, at 
Chestelm Health and Re-
hab in Moodus. Born Feb. 
8, 1943, in Middletown, 
he was the son of the 
late Francis and Eleanor 
(Alquist) Rogers. 

Francis worked as a 
truck driver for most of his career, before retir-
ing to Florida. He is survived by his daughter 
and son-in-law, Corinne and Walter Farren of 
East Hampton; a brother, John Rogers (Dot-
tie) of South Carolina; sisters, Pat Palau of Es-
sex, Catherine Boiko of California; and his six 
grandchildren, Jeremy, Korey, Tarryne Rogers, 
Jaimie, Patrick and Kiley Farren.

He was predeceased by his sons, Francis and 
Courtland, and his daughter, Jaqueline. 

There will be a private burial in the family 
plot in St. Bridget Cemetery in Moodus. 

To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Andover
Sue Ellen Sylvain

Sue Ellen Sylvain, a 
devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend, 
passed away peacefully at 
her home Tuesday, July 
21, following a long ill-
ness. Her life was defined 
by her deep faith, her cre-
ative talents, and her im-
mense love for her family.

Born in Hartford and 
raised in Granby, Sue 
pursued her early passion for creativity at A.I. 
Prince Technical School in Hartford, where 
she graduated with a degree in fashion design. 
Demonstrating a strong intellect and varied 
talents, she later earned an associate’s degree in 
accounting. Sue brought her sharp mind and 
strong work ethic to several notable organiza-
tions throughout her career, including Dun & 
Bradstreet and the Hartford Insurance Com-
pany. Prior to her retirement, she was employed 
at RHAM High School in Hebron.

Sue was a remarkably talented woman who 
poured her heart into her passions. She was 
highly proficient in sewing, knitting, and deco-
rating, creating beauty in the world around her. 
She also possessed a special warmth that ani-
mals instinctively recognized; a true “dog mag-
net,” Sue loved every dog she ever met, and she 
leaves behind her cherished miniature poodle, 
Abby.

Sue was especially passionate about her love 
for Andover Lake, where she lived. She and her 
husband Dave would spend many evenings 
on their dock enjoying the sunset and natural 
beauty of the lake.

A devout Christian raised in the Congrega-
tional church, Sue lived her faith daily. She did 
not just practice her beliefs, she embodied them, 
earning a reputation as the sweetest, kindest 
person to her family, friends, and everyone for-
tunate enough to cross her path.

Above all, her life was centered on her fam-
ily, whom she loved “to the moon and back.” Her 
deepest devotions were as a wife, mother, and 
grandmother, always holding the well-being of 
her son and grandchildren foremost in her heart.

She is survived by her loving husband of 55 
years, Dave Sylvain; her son, Bryan Sylvain of 
Portland, Ore.; and her two adored grandchil-
dren, Ella Frances Sylvain and Theodore Aloy-
sius Sylvain. She also leaves behind her brother, 
David Hollis of Westminster, Vt., and her niece, 
Trina Hollis of Valdosta, Ga.

In accordance with her wishes, there will be no 
services or celebration of life at this time. For those 
wishing to honor her memory, donations may be 
made in her name to the Andover Lake Associa-
tion: https://www.andoverlakect.com/product-
page/donation-to-the-andover-lake-fund

Portland
Jacqueline Etheridge

Jacqueline Elizabeth 
Etheridge, “Jacqui,” 63, 
passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Aug. 5, with 
her beloved husband, 
Donn Etheridge, by her 
side. Born in Boston to 
her mother, Regina Rob-
erge and her father, John 
“Jack” Mock, Jacqui lived 
a life filled with love, fam-
ily, friendship, and a re-
markable dedication to the things that brought 
her joy.

At the center of Jacqui’s world was her hus-
band, Donn, who affectionately called her 
“Kiddo.” Their love and devotion to one another 
were at the heart of her life. She treasured her 
children, Megan and Matt, and was happiest 
surrounded by the people she loved.

Jacqui is also survived by her brother, Mi-
chael Vingris, and his girlfriend, Vikki Broth-
ers, as well as her extended family, including 
Joann Ginn and other beloved family members. 
She was preceded in death by her brother, Roger 
Vingris, whose memory remained an important 
part of her family and her life.

Jacqui had many passions throughout her life. 
She enjoyed working out, quilting, crafting, and 
especially karate. Over more than 30 years of 
practicing karate, she earned the rank of third-
degree black belt, a testament to her determi-
nation, discipline, perseverance, and strength 
of character. A special place in Jacqui’s heart 
was held by her dear friend Marilyn Gattinella, 
with whom she shared many years of friendship, 
laughter and a love of quilting.

Jacqui also had a special love for animals. 
They brought her great joy and were another re-
flection of the caring heart she shared so freely.

Those who knew Jacqui will remember a 
strong, loving woman who devoted herself to 
her family, embraced life with enthusiasm, and 
made lasting impressions on the people around 
her. Her love for her family, her many passions, 
and her joyful spirit will be remembered and 
cherished by all who knew her.

Though she is deeply missed, Jacqui’s memo-

Moodus
George Neudecker Jr.

George Leon Neudeck-
er, Jr., of Moodus, passed 
away peacefully at home 
due to a long and debili-
tating illness Wednesday, 
Aug. 12. His beloved wife 
was attentively by his side. 
George was 63 years old. 

He was born in Middle-
town July 12, 1963, to the 
late George and Patricia 
(Gates) Neudecker. Grow-
ing up in East Haddam, he graduated from Hale 
Ray High School. George retired after a 21-year 
career with the East Haddam Highway Depart-
ment. He married Marisa (Redford) McCarthy 
on April 28, 2013.  The couple enjoyed spending 
countless hours on their deep-sea fishing boat 
called “Blind Justice.” He also loved hunting and 
vegetable gardening at their home in Moodus.

George was talented at fixing anything and 
everything but most importantly, he will be 
sadly missed but always remembered with love 
by all who knew him, especially his wife, Marisa 
McCarthy; a daughter, Stephanie Neudecker 
of Florida; a stepson, John and his wife Jenny 
Blaschik and their daughter, Vivian of New 
Hampshire; a brother, Robert Neudecker of 
Moodus; and many extended family members 
and friends. 

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
Donations in his memory may be made to 

the Sons of the American Legion at 35 Neptune 
Ave., Moodus, CT 06469. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share 
a story of George, please visit  www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Frederick Palmer Brown

Frederick Palmer 
Brown, of Colchester, on 
Saturday, Aug. 15, passed 
away peacefully at the 
home of his daughter, 
where he had been visit-
ing. He was 91 years old. 

Fred was born in Hart-
ford to the late Harold 
and Dorothy (Palmer) 
Brown. He grew up in 
Colchester on the family 
dairy farm on South Main Street. He graduated 
from Bacon Academy. On Oct. 16, 1954, Fred 
married his high school sweetheart and best 
friend, Patricia Dawson. The couple built their 
home in Colchester where they raised six chil-
dren and were actively involved in many areas 
of the town. 

Fred was a founding member of the Colches-
ter Bible Baptist Church where he remained 
an active participant throughout his lifetime. 
He was also a life member of the Colchester 
Hayward Volunteer Fire Department where he 
served as Deputy Chief for fifteen years. Fred 
retired several years ago after a long career as 
the superintendent for the Colchester Water 
Company. 

Fred and Pat were widely known for their 
beautifully handmade “Creative Clocks.” After 
65 years of marriage, Pat predeceased him on 
May 6, 2019. 

Fred will be remembered fondly as a hard-
working family man who devoted his life, love, 
and service to God, family, and community. 
He will be sadly missed but remembered with 
love by all who knew him, especially his chil-
dren and their spouses, Jonathan Brown, Karen 
(Thomas) Hutchins, Kevin (Christina) Brown, 
all of Colchester, Debbi (David) Hockman of 
Spring Grove, Pa.; daughters-in-law, Heidi 
Brown of Windsor Locks and Donna Brown of 
Colchester; 10 grandchildren; 14 great-grand-
children; and many extended family members 
and friends.

In addition to his wife and parents, he was 
predeceased by two sons, Jeffery Brown and 
Robert Brown, and his sister, Janice Adams. 

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to his wishes. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences or to share 
a story of Fred, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating 
to: Salem Vol. Fire Company, 424 Hartford Rd. 
Salem, CT 06420; VNA of Hanover & Spring 
Grove Hospice, 440 North Madison St. Hanover, 
PA. 17331; Colchester Hayward Fire Museum, 
c/o Colchester Hayward Vol. Fire Company, 52 
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 06415.

Colchester
Virginia Colonna 

Virginia Colonna (née 
Moore), 82, of Colchester, 
passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, after 
a brief battle with cancer. 
Born Jan. 6, 1944, in New 
London, Conn., Virginia, 
known as Ginger, was the 
cherished daughter of the 
late Garland Eugene and 
Eldora Maxine (née Lee-
dom) Moore. 

She grew up on the east coast, as a Navy brat, 
but ultimately settled in Connecticut once her 
father retired. She had a lifelong passion for 
reading, crochet, sewing, travel and many other 
hobbies.

Virginia was a devoted wife to Joseph Colon-
na. Together, they built a life filled with laugh-
ter, love, devotion to family, and a love of travel-
ing. As a mother, grandmother, and friend, she 
was known for her generous spirit, unwavering 
kindness, and sharp wit. 

She dedicated many years to her work in 
banking at New London Federal, Norwich Sav-
ings Society, and ultimately retiring from Char-
ter Oak Federal Credit Union. She also volun-
teered her expertise and time to many places, 
but most notably as a Girl Scout leader and 
chairperson in Montville.

She is survived by her loving husband, Joseph 
Colonna; her brother, Edmund Moore; her chil-
dren, Kristi (née Maynard) and Robert Koval, 
Charles and Janice (née Jones) Maynard; her 
loving husband Joe’s children: Joanne Colonna 
and Lisa Peipul; her adored grandchildren, Col-
lin Maynard, Luke Maynard, Alexis Koval, Kyle 
Koval, Ashley Peipul, Chace Peipul. She was 
preceded in death by her parents.

Per her request there will be no funeral ser-
vices. The family will plan a Celebration of Life 
at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
Virginia’s memory to The American Cancer So-
ciety.

Haddam Neck
Mary Margaret Cleveland

Mary Margaret Cleve-
land, 81, of Fairfield, 
Ohio, passed away Satur-
day, Aug. 8. She was born 
March 20, 1945, to the late 
E. George Carlson and 
Elizabeth (Wilkes) Carl-
son in Middletown. 

Mary loved her career 
as a librarian, she en-
joyed gardening, loved 
to travel, and was an 
avid reader. Mary is survived by her children, 
Heather Cleveland, Kevin (Casey) Cleveland 
and Ian Cleveland; grandson, Joshua Cleve-
land; her brother-in-law, Jack Harris; and many 
other family members, including her nieces and 
nephews. 

Mary was also preceded in death by her sister, 
Chris Harris, and brother, Clinton Carlson.

Friends and family are invited to a luncheon 
to celebrate Mary’s life at Haddam Neck Con-
gregational Church, 408 Quarry Hill Rd., Had-
dam Neck, on Saturday, Oct. 10, from noon to 
2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for dona-
tions to be made to the following: www.ct-
draftrescue.org and bigfluffydogs.com. 

The Webster Funeral Home in Fairfield is 
serving the family.

ry lives on in Donn, Megan, Matt, her extended 
family, friends, and all those whose lives she 
touched.

There will be no calling hours.The family will 
remember Jacqui privately and with gratitude 
for the love, laughter and memories she shared 
with those closest to her.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
VITAS Community Connection of Connecticut 
in Jacqui’s memory or at VITAS Hospice Care 
199 Park Road, ext 102 Middlebury CT 06762.

The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland, is in charge of arrangements.

TOWN OF ANDOVER –
Recreation Commission

Andover electors are hereby advised that there is a vacancy on 
the Recreation Commission. Any qualified Andover elector inter-
ested in serving as a member of the Recreation Commission for 
a term ending June 30, 2027, is encouraged to apply.
Letters of interest should be emailed to Townclerk@andoverct.
org by September 7, 2026. 1TB 8/21



NEWS BULLETIN • August 21, 2026	 Page 29

$Answers on page 30

THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD IS SPONSORED BY:

R
E1

-3
1-

25

4 Local Offices | 100+ Real Estate Agents | Invested in the Community

www.carlguild.com • (860) 474-3500

Buy or sell 
with me...

Use my truck 
for free!

Obituaries
Portland

Patricia Shanahan Aresco
Patricia Shanahan 

Aresco, 84, of Portland, 
died suddenly Friday, 
Aug. 14, surrounded by 
her family. Born in Ben-
nington, Vt., on June 13, 
1942, she was the daugh-
ter of William T. and 
Anna Mae Shanahan. 

In 1969, she married 
Louis Aresco and togeth-
er they settled in Port-
land, where they raised their family and became 
active members of the community.

A proud Vermonter through and through, 
Pat graduated from Bennington Catholic High 
School and received her B.A. degree from the 
University of Vermont. She later earned her 
M.A.L.S. Degree from Wesleyan University. Pat 
spent her career in education, first as a teacher 
in Meriden, then as a substitute teacher in Port-
land, and finally as a data manager for Middle-
town Adult Education for many years.

Pat was very active in the Portland communi-
ty, serving as a selectwoman, a founding mem-
ber and past president of the Portland Histori-
cal Society, a justice of the peace, and on many 
local boards and committees. Her faith was an 
important part of her life. You could often find 
Pat at the Church of St. Mary in Portland where 
she was an active parishioner and volunteer. She 
lived her Christianity by example, always put-
ting others needs before hers.

An avid golfer who played in local women’s 
and couples’ leagues, Pat introduced the sport 
to her children and though she could no longer 
play, was delighted that her children and grand-
children took up the game she loved so much. 
She and Lou traveled extensively across Ameri-
ca, and after his death, she ventured abroad with 
good friends. 

In recent years, she was happy with a good 
book, a crossword, a puzzle on her computer, a 
card game with friends, or a game of cribbage. 
She enjoyed a shared meal or evening together 
with friends, especially her dear friends of over 
50 years, Barbara Novak and Pat Alsup (de-
ceased). Above all, she cherished time with her 
family and watching her children, grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews grow.

She is survived by her son, Joseph D. Aresco 
and his wife Angela of Portland, and her daugh-
ter, Jennifer Brennan and her husband Peter 
of Marblehead, Mass. She also leaves behind 
her beloved grandchildren, Alysha Haber and 
her husband Joshua of Merritt Island, Fla., and 
their children Elias and Odeliah, Devin Aresco 

of Cromwell, Joshua Aresco of Portland, and 
Caroline and Patrick Brennan of Marblehead, 
Mass.; as well as many nieces and nephews.

As a woman of strong faith, Pat is now reunit-
ed with her many loved ones who predeceased 
her, especially her beloved husband of 44 years, 
Lou; her sister, Jeanne Cullinan; and her niece, 
Christina Cullinan.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Mon-
day, Aug. 24, at 10 a.m., at the Church of St. 
Mary on 51 Freestone Ave., Portland. Relatives 
and friends may call Sunday, Aug. 23, from 5-7 
p.m., at Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 
Main St., Portland. Burial will be in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Portland.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 
that donations be made to Mercy High School, 
1740 Randolph Rd., Middletown, CT 06457, or 
Xavier High School, 181 Randolph Rd., Middle-
town, CT 06457.

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
TOWN COUNCIL APPROVED BUDGET - AUGUST 26, 2026 REFERENDUM
July 1, 2026 - June  30, 2027 

Town Council 2026 to 2027
ACTUAL Approved Approved INCREASE/ Percent Change

2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027 (DECREASE) From Original Bud.
EXPENDITURES
EDUCATION 38,272,708$           38,762,951$           39,550,937$  787,986$             2.03%

TOWN OPERATIONS
  ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 5,112,948  5,499,703               6,007,809 508,106               9.24%
  PUBLIC SAFETY 3,236,287  3,656,589               3,651,982 (4,607) -0.13%
  HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 508,305 592,486 612,483 19,997 3.38%
  CULTURE & RECREATION 1,026,437  1,146,735               1,137,846 (8,889) -0.78%
  REGULATORY 500,250 561,112 572,306 11,194 1.99%
  PUBLIC WORKS 2,654,087  2,737,319               2,632,248 (105,071)              -3.84%

TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS
  OTHER FUNDS 202,500 42,500 42,500 - 0.00%
   CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 1,716,456  1,667,700               807,800 (859,900)              -51.56%
DEBT SERVICE 3,904,325  3,892,636               3,893,986 1,350 0.03%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 57,134,303$    58,559,731$           58,909,897$  350,166$             0.60%

REVENUES
FEDERAL REVENUES 3,831$  2,000$  2,000$  -$  0.00%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT  (EDUCATION) 6,925,379  6,980,295               6,983,110 2,815 0.04%
GRANTS - STATE OF CT (OTHER) 1,279,070  1,697,192               1,918,029 220,837               13.01%
LICENSES, PERMITS AND FEES 877,052 696,725 719,430 22,705 3.26%
OTHER REVENUE 179,279 86,529 91,639 5,110 5.91%
INVESTMENT INCOME 349,063 150,000 175,000 25,000 16.67%
PROPERTY TAX REVENUE (PRIOR YEARS) 1,252,717  926,750 951,750 25,000 2.70%
TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS 30,785 31,710 32,661 951 3.00%

TOTAL REVENUES (Before taxes & fund balance) 10,897,176$    10,571,201$           10,873,619$  302,418$             2.86%

USE OF FUND BALANCE - - 

PROPERTY TAXES (Motor Vehicle) Capped at 32.46 mills 4,608,670$    4,046,098$             3,642,274$ (403,824)$            -9.98%
PROPERTY TAXES (Real Estate and Personal Property) 41,986,102$    43,942,432$           44,394,004$  451,572$             1.03%

TOTAL REVENUES 57,491,948$    58,559,731$           58,909,897$  350,166$             0.60%

NET GRAND LIST (REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY) 1,114,325,954$     1,123,554,906$      1,620,321,010$               496,766,104$    44.21%
NET GRAND LIST (MOTOR VEHICLE) 150,039,328$    126,546,950$         132,938,060$  6,391,110$          5.05%

VALUE OF MILL (REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY) 1,097,611$             1,106,702$             1,596,016$
VALUE OF MILL (MOTOR VEHICLE) 130,944$
ESTIMATED COLLECTION RATE 98.50% 98.50% 98.50%

MILL RATE 38.04 39.71 27.82 (11.89) -29.94%

EAST HAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL
Dean Markham, Chairperson
Jack Solomon, Vice Chairperson
Tim Feegel
Ted Hintz
Richard Knotek
Joelyn Leon
Karen Wanat
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026

1TB  8/21

Colchester
William Gerard McLoughlin

William Gerard 
McLoughlin, known as 
Liam, Dad, and Granda 
to those closest to him, 
passed away peacefully 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, at the 
age of 94. He is survived 
by his wife, Grace, whom 
he married 64 years ago, 
and with whom he built a 
life and family grounded 
in faith, love, and hard 
work. 

Liam also leaves behind his four children, 
Laurence (Sharon), Mairead (Paul), Jane (Rory), 
and Caroline (Joe); his 11 grandchildren, Liam 
(Carolyn, fiancée), Molly, Aidan, Owen, Mat-
thew (Alasia), Corinne, Brigid, Caitlin, Brittany 
(Daniel), Rory (Yazmin), and Grace; and his six 
great-grandchildren, Ava, Lila, Lucas, Hugh, 
Norin, and Camila.

Liam was born Aug. 6, 1932, in Carnlough, 
Northern Ireland, to Patrick and Margaret (née 
Graham) McLoughlin, the youngest of their 
nine children. He grew up on a working farm 
and went on to become a mechanic, a trade that 
would define much of his working life. In the 
1950s, young and on his own, he left Northern 
Ireland for New York City, where he immediate-
ly went to work, holding several jobs including 
that of NYC bus driver and messenger. Not long 
after, Liam proudly served his adopted country 
in the United States Army, completing training 
at Fort Bragg in North Carolina and serving in 
Berlin, Germany.

It was back home in Northern Ireland, 
though, that Liam married Grace, née Gib-

bons, and began their family, welcoming four 
children. For a time, they built a life there, op-
erating a gas station, garage, and small shop of 
their own. But Liam’s future remained tied to 
America, and he crossed the Atlantic once more 
to reestablish himself as a mechanic, working to 
build a home for his growing family. In 1974, 
the family of six was reunited in the States, 
where they would remain.

Throughout his life, Liam was no stranger 
to hard work, often holding multiple jobs and 
taking on weekend work. He eventually built a 
long-term career as a mechanic for Connecti-
cut Light & Power Company (later Northeast 
Utilities) and retired from a managerial role. He 
knew both the pride of a job well done and the 
exhaustion of a hard day’s work.

Above all, Liam was a man of deep faith, un-
wavering integrity, and quiet selflessness, always 
putting the needs of others, especially his fam-
ily, before his own. He was a longtime member 
of the Knights of Columbus, where he lived 

out that faith through service to his parish and 
community. He treated everyone he met with 
the respect and dignity due one created in God’s 
image, regardless of their own faith. His quiet 
example left a lasting impact on the many lives 
he touched. 

A loyal son, brother, and friend, as well as 
a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather, Liam will be greatly missed 
and fondly remembered by all who knew him.

A public viewing will be held Monday, Aug. 
24, from 9-10:45 a.m., at Aurora McCarthy Fu-
neral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, 
followed by a Catholic funeral Mass at 11 a.m. at 
St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave., also in 
Colchester. A graveside burial will immediately 
follow at the Connecticut Veterans Cemetery, 
317 Bow Lane, Middletown. 

For online condolences or to share a memory 
of Liam, please visit www.auroramccarthyfu-
neralhome.com.  
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REAL ESTATE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C
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RENTALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07

23

Century 21 Allpoints Realty

CILDCARE

LEGALS

TOWN OF HEBRON
TAX COLLECTOR’S LEGAL NOTICE

Personal Property Taxes levied on the Grand List of October 1, 
2025 become due and payable on August 1, 2026.  Personal 
Property tax bills shall be due in a single installment on August 1, 
2026.  The Personal Property tax bill will utilize a mill rate of 36.96 
mill, as approved by the Board of Finance on June 23, 2026.  
Personal Property Taxes received/postmarked by September 1, 
2026, will be considered timely.  Payments received/postmarked 
September 2nd or later will be subject to interest of 1.5% per 
month or 18 % annually from the due date in accordance with 
Connecticut General Statutes.  Initial interest starting September 
2nd is 3% of outstanding taxes with a minimum of $2.00 per tax 
account.  State Statutes dictate that failure to receive a bill 
does not invalidate amount due.
Please make checks payable to: Town of Hebron.  Payments 
may be mailed to our lockbox collection service: Town of Hebron 
CT Tax, PO Box 843137, Boston MA 02284-3137.  A secured 
drop-off box is located on the lower level, south side of the Town 
Hall building at 15 Gilead St, Hebron, CT 06248 for payments. 
Please see the town’s website www.hebronct.com for on-line 
payment options. Credit/Debit cards and e-checks cannot be pro-
cessed at Town Hall. Only Cash and Checks can be processed at 
Town Hall in the Tax Office. 
The Collector’s office is located in the lower level of the Town 
Hall at 15 Gilead Street.  Our hours are Monday to Wednesday 
8:00am to 4:00pm, Thursday 8:00am to 6:00pm, and Friday 
8:00am to 1:00pm.  The Tax and Assessor’s Offices will close 
from 12:30 to 1:15 Monday – Thursday for lunch to accommodate 
a reduction in staff.  
Respectfully,  
Brigit M Tanganelli
Hebron Acting Revenue Collector 3TB  7/31, 8/7, 8/21

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Marlborough Planning Commission will hold the following 
public hearing on August 25, 2026, at 7pm in the Town Hall, 26 
No Main Street
#P-03-26 Jones Hollow Associates, LLC (Applicant/Prop-
erty Owner) 382 Jones Hollow Rd, One lot Resubdivision 
MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR 

2TB  8/14, 8/21

LEGAL NOTICE
Global Freestone LLC
244 Middletown Ave.

East Hampton, CT
860.267.6623

Will sell or otherwise dispose of such personal property on 
Saturday August 29th, 2026 at 8:00 AM 
Property previously owned by:
C Funk 2TB 8/14, 8/21

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Water Pollution Control Authority

Town of East Hampton
September 1, 2026

The Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority 
does hereby establish a Public Hearing in accordance with 
Chapter 103, Section 7-255 of the Connecticut General Statues, 
at 6:00 P.M. on September 1, 2026. The purpose of the hearing 
is to allow property owners to which charges will be levied for 
use of the sewer system to be heard regarding the proposed 
annual sewer use rates and the EDU water value effective on 
October 1, 2026. A copy of the charges is on file in the Town 
Clerk’s office and is available for inspection by the public.

Effective October 1, 2026 the Water Pollution Control Authority 
of the Town of East Hampton does hereby establish the gravity 
sewer user rate at $605.00 per EDU unit and an additional 
$600.00 for properties with grinder pumps maintained by the 
WPCA.
For applicable commercial properties utilizing the EDU deter-
mination that are billed on water consumption, the EDU Flow 
value will be reduced from 200 gallons per unit to 180 gallons 
per unit for FY 2027. Water consumption data and wastewater 
flow throughout the system indicate that the actual EDU water 
value is approximately 160 gallons per unit.
Sewer Use charges shall be made on the basis of an October 
1 through September 30 year, payable in one payment in 
advance on October 1 or in two equal payments on October 1 
and April 1 of each year.

Affected property owners, electors and citizens qualified to vote 
in town meetings of the Town of East Hampton, Connecticut, are 
invited to attend and participate in such public hearing.
Information to log into the meeting will be available on the Town 
of East Hampton webpage at www.easthamptonct.gov. Agenda 
& Minutes/Water Pollution Control Authority
Dated at East Hampton, Connecticut, this 4th day of August 
2026.

The East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority 1T
B 
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LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
  
The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the following 
actions at a Regular Meeting, which was held on Wednesday, 
August 12, 2026 at 7:00pm on the following: 
Petition 2026-10 – Petition of the Town of Hebron Planning and 
Zoning Commission to amend the Hebron Zoning Regulations 
to comply with Special Session CT Public Act 25-1 An Act Con-
cerning Housing Growth.  Approved, with modifications.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link: 
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/595e1603202e9fbcab84
dd077de1decf81be150cd1d8d3787687325c80c29835	                       

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION

Notice is hereby given that at its Regular Meeting on August 
12, 2026, the Colchester Conservation Commission made the 
following decision:
W2026-3143 - Usher Swamp Rd (Abandoned roadway); 
William Ashburn - Applicant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID 02-14/010-
000; Roadway and drainage improvements within a wetland 
and watercourse for property access.  - APPROVED WITH 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 
Dated August 13, 2026
Conservation Commission
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 

1TB  8/21

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

REGULAR  MEETING
THURSDAY,  August 27, 2026

6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

 
Public hearing will be held to consider the following: 
Application 627 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for David 
Parks of 3 Knowles Road, Middle Haddam, to replace existing 
roof shingles with cedar shingles and to install copper gutters. Ad-
ditionally, to construct a shed/barn of post and beam construction.
Application 628 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Jordan 
Hunt and Bill Aitken of 9 Long Hill Road, Middle Haddam, for the 
alteration of an entrance. The work includes replacing a non-
historic door with a wooden door containing two windowpanes 
at the top and fitted with black forged or bronze door hardware, 
adding a salvaged 2-over-2 glazed window to the side of the door, 
and installing a canopy with cedar shingles over the doorway and 
window. Two non-functioning shutters on either side of the existing 
door will be removed and replaced by beaded tongue-and-groove 
wood siding.
Application 629 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Cathy Ann 
Clark of 72 Middle Haddam Road, Middle Haddam, to install black 
aluminum railings with decorative curl at ends around three sides 
of a patio with a gate. 
The foregoing applications are available for public review at the 
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons may 
be heard and written communications will be received. 1TB  8/21

LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hear-
ing at a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 1, 2026, 
at 7:30 PM, at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead 
Street, Hebron, CT, concerning the following:

1. Petition 2026-01 -  Request of Frank & Elizabeth F. 
Cianci for a variance of Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zon-
ing Regulations, to allow a 24’ x 24’ accessory structure 
(detached two-car garage) to be located 16’ from the front 
property line where the minimum front yard setback is 50’, 
on premise located at 114 Cone Road, R-1 District.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 11th day of August 
2026.
Interested persons may appear and all written communi-
cations will be received.
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 

at https://hebronct.com/agendas/ 2TB 8/21, 8/28

TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
At its August 18, 2026, Regular Meeting the Andover Planning 
and Zoning Commission approved application #26-1ZC as 
amended. The approved regulations effective September 1, 
2026, provide for Middle Housing developments of between 2 
and 9 dwelling units in the Business Zone.
The full text of the approved regulations are available online on 
the town’s website or from the building and land use department.
Patrick Dougherty – PZ&C Chairperson 1TB  8/21

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
Signs/Cans (Soda, Beer, 
Gas Station), Zippos, 
License Plates, Jewelry, 
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text 
860-817-4350

T A K I N G 
CONSIGNMENTS: Art, 
jewelry, collectibles, dé
cor, vintage & antique 
clothing and items. Cash 
buys also available. Call 
Mercantile on Main to 
learn more, 860-305-
9400.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

DOG OBEDIENCE 
CLASSES : starting 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel  DTC, 
860-267-6040. paws-
n-heeldogtraining.com.

P O R T L A N D 
L I C E N S E D  H O M E 
DAYCARE: has infant 
opening. Call or text for 
information. 860-301-
5972.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

If anyone refused to 
rent to you because 
of your source of 
income, race, color, 
national origin, 
sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, 
marital status, 
age, disability or 
because you have 
children, you may 
have been the victim 
of illegal housing 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING  
DISCRIMINATION
IS  ILLEGAL For 

Help Call  
888-247-4401

Stephanie Starr
(860) 214-4385

RE
8-
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stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com
2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 633-3674
2025 An independently operated member of 
BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

Join the Woofie’s pack!
Are you passionate about pets?
We’re looking for reliable and caring pet sitters, 
dog walkers, pet groomers, and a 
part-time admin to join our team!

We're Hiring!
ALL POSITIONS ARE OPEN!

Hiring for a part-time General Admin with potential for full-time position with 
benefits. Mobile spa groomers with flexible schedules. Must have a good driving 
record and able to pass background check. Pet sitters and dog walkers. Great 

Pay! May apply on the website www.woofies.com/glastonbury-marlborough

C
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TOWN OF HEBRON
TRUCK DRIVER / MAINTAINER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Town of Hebron is seeking a candidate for the position 
of Truck Driver/Maintainer in the Public Works Department. 
Applicant must have a CDL Class A or B license. Must have 
a minimum of a High School Diploma or GED.  Three years 
of truck driving experience including snow plowing and public 
works operations or an equivalent combination required. Expe-
rience should also include working with heavy trucks and heavy 
equipment. Applicant must be available nights and weekends 
during winter months. Must be able to pass a complete physical 
examination and pre-employment drug test. This is a bargain-
ing unit position. The hourly rate is $30.70, with a generous 
benefit package including medical, retirement and paid time off.
Letters of interest or resumes should be mailed along with a 
Town of Hebron employment application to Town Manager, 
Town of Hebron, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, CT 06248 by Sep-
tember 11, 2026.  Hebron is an equal opportunity employer.

1TB  8/21
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Storm Clean Up
& Tree Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush and
 Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways
 and Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 
— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Lot Clearing

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

All calls returned with 24 hours!

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R
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Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
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Chris Reichardt

860-895-3913

Cottage Grove Landscaping, LLCCottage Grove Landscaping, LLC

Site Work  Demolition
Septic Installation & Repair

City Water & Sewer Installation

DMCR # 003584  PLM # 0282599-P7
SSSI # 005555  HIC # 0563995

RE 7-11-25

TREE & LANDSCAPING
L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING: pest plants 
and vines removed 
from trees, walls, and 
gardens/land clear
ing. NO CHEMICALS 
EVER. Call Mike 860-
398-0500. Portland.

TREE & LAND
N U R S E R Y 
A S S I S T A N T , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
St. James’ Episcopal 
Church is looking for 
a nurturing, depend
able person to provide 
child care for parishion
ers’ children. Sundays 
9:45am-11:45am in the 
Nursery. Will be re
sponsible for provid
ing age-appropri ate 
and child-centered care 
while maintaining a safe 
environment. Must be 
18 years old and have 
completed American 
Red Cross t ra ining 
(Church can help facil
itate training). $50 Sti
pend provided. Contact 
Dawn, in Church offi ce, 
860-633-8333 or par
ishadmin@stjamesgl.
org.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT

C
IT

4-
23

-2
6

Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns

R
E3

-1
3-

26

LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
IT

3-
12

-2
6

DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

Call 860-209-5772

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
E7

-3
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SUMMER RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
E6
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26

Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

R
E

4-
24
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6

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

R
E3
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Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat

Call for Topsoil Delivery
 All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Now Scheduling 
Weekly Mowing
& Spring Cleanup

 Customers
Colchester & Surrounding Towns

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

R
E6

-2
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Summer Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Schedule Your Cleanups Today 
We’re into summer and it’s time to start thinking about cutting

that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains. 

Need a Trim?

Want to Regain 
your lawn composure?

We can help!!! 860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING WEEKLY MOWING
• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI-EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• BOBCAT WORK

R
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
MULCH

& STONE
LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
E3
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM
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SERVICES

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
C

it
3-

5-
20

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
E4
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Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
E8
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

TEMPORARILY 
SOLD OUT!

FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
E3

-7
-2

5

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

R
E1

0-
4-
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

C
IT
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191

R
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949
R

E3
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24Walls – $159

18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Serving Eastern CT and Rhode Island

CT Lic S1388447
860-500-6915

Simple, efficient, long-lasting,
comfortable heating

 RI Lic 0008848

R
E7
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RADIANT FLOOR 
HEATING

Quality You Can See. Comfort You Can Feel.

(860) 267-5851CT Lic#
S1 394141

Caso’s HVAC, llc
Heating • Cooling • Installation • Service

Natural Gas Conversions
We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment

(HIGH EffICIENCy burNS lESS fuEl)
Specializing in boiler repair, Central Air,

Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts

residential & Commercial • Over 20 years Experience

Insured

R
E3

-1
3-

20

 Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
 Water Softeners & Filtration
 Rust & Iron Removal
 PH Correction
 Odors Eliminated
 Radon & Uranium Mitigation
 Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

860.342.0432
clearbluews@yahoo.com

www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 • PLM-0284625 • HIC-0627753 R
E1

1-
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-2
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RE8-7-25

C O N C R E T E  R E
PAIRS:  Sidewalks, 
patios, refacing. Ask 
about Resin Rock and 
10% off your job. Pool 
repairs/closing. Curtain 
drains, etc. 860-347-
0509.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$: Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l ry  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ively for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
H O M E  R E P A I R 
SPECIALIST: Com
plete plumbing services 
and repairs from leaky 
pipes and drains, hot 
water heaters, toilets, 
garbage disposals, kit
chen sinks and faucets, 
tub and shower valves, 
and more! Fully licensed 
and insured. Discounts 
available for seniors. 
Call or text Justin at 
203-440-5496 for a free 
estimate! 

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es
timate, Licensed & In
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

INTERIOR PAINTING, 
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex
pert textured ceiling 
repairs, f looring in
stallation, kitchen and 
bathroom updates/re
modelling. Handyman 
services. Over 35 years 
experience in all phases 
of remodelling. Reason
able prices/low hourly 
rates, licensed and in
sured. Call or text Mark 
at 860-805-8122.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

WINDOW CLEANING/
P O W E R WA S H I N G 
:   Themarcofclean
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

W O O D  F L O O R S : 
Questioning whether 
your wood floors really 
need sanding? Have 
existing surface finish 
deep cleaned, revital
ized, with a durable ac
rylic/urethane floor fin
ish. The best alternative 
to the mess, expense 
of sanding. A great af
fordable appearance 
booster for home sellers. 
Car pets  sa fe ly  dry 
cleaned.  Experienced, 
references, insured. 
William Agostinelli 860-
704-8486 Calls Only. 
Support Small Business.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

Your Ad
Should Be Here!

CAll uS At:

860-633-4691
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

C
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

RE
5-
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

Michelangelo’s Home Painting
Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured – Free Estimates – Interior/Exterior

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479
michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com R
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from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Specializing in Chimney 
Repairs & Hardscapes

Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways – Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces
We Service all of Central Connecticut • Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048 Fully Licensed & Insured, Lic. 0640485
www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

CIT7-30-26

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
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860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C

IT
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R

E5
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Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

C
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SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

SERVICES

R
E8

-7
-2

6

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com

C
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C

IT
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable

C
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured

R
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Deart Associates llc

860-295-6475 • 860-916-7939

• Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
• Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair

• Deck Repairs • Carpentry
• Ceiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

FREE ESTIMATES – LICENSED & INSURED R
E8

-3
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(860) 267-1496
starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net

Free Estimates

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to 
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

R
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Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

]
u
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6Your Neighborhood Painters

877-646-7774 

Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

Frank, Owner
Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS 
INTERIORS:  Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
     Scan 

for an 
appointment

S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

CARPENTRY, WILL 
REPAIR & REPLACE: 
all types of woodwork.  
Kitchen remodelling. 
Replacement windows, 
interior/exterior trim, 
and siding.  Small jobs 
welcome. Licensed/In
sured. Glastonbury res
ident since 1985. Call 
Tracy 860-922-9036.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 25 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

G E N E R A L H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
sand ing ,  s ta i n i ng , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
men tc t . com,  www.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof moss, 
s t a i n s ?   L O C A L . 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
E2

-1
5-

24

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement

C
IT
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6

-2
1-

24

CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
IT
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 

C
IT

9-
25
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
29

-2
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PAINTING

C
IT
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
IT

9-
26

-2
4

LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

R
E 

3-
7-

25

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

FOR SALE
TAG SALES

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380

R
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STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 
www.emonds.com 

Call for all of your
air conditioning needs. 

Lic. #392776

C
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CLEANING SERVICES

C
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

C
IT
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

TAG SALE SAT 8/22: 
146 Bear Swamp Road, 
East Hampton. 8am-
2pm. Various items, 
misc. household, books, 
something for everyone.

TAG SALE: 68 Liberty 
St, Newington. Fri. Aug 
21 & Sat.  Aug 22. 9am-
2pm.

TAG SALE: Aug 22, 
8am-1pm. 1 Bellaire 
M a n o r,  C r o m w e l l . 
Household items, hol
iday decor, furniture, 
games, books, vintage 
items.

TA G  S A L E :  S a t
urday 8-22, 9am-3pm. 
70 Crystal St, Weth
ersfield. Rain date 8-23. 
NO EARLY BIRDS. 
Everything priced to sell.

M O V I N G  S A L E  & 
MUCH MORE: Cus
tom-made Italian three-
piece couch set plus 
two end tables and one 
large table. Six pieces 
total, $4,500 (originally 
$16,000). Six foot rose 
medallion vase, $1,200 
(originally $3,000). Silky 
Persian Rug 13ft by 20ft, 
huge size, almost new 
in beautiful pink tones. 
Used twice, $5,000 (ori
ginally $20,000) Call 
Lisa 860-966-3655.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

Like us on 
Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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PRICES EFFECTIVE AUGUST 20TH - AUGUST 27TH, 2026

20 21 22 23 24 25
THURS FRI SAT SUN MON TUES          WED

26
THURS

27

$968
lb.lb.

Whole Boneless
Angus Rib Eyes
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

$148

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Breast
Fresh Grade A All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

15 To 20 Lb Avg.15 To 20 Lb Avg.
15 - 18 1” Steaks15 - 18 1” Steaks

Whole Sirloin
Steak Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$288
lb.lb.

Whole Genuine
Pork Spareribs
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

10 To 12 Lb Avg.10 To 12 Lb Avg.
2 Racks of 13 Ribs2 Racks of 13 Ribs

422 WINDHAM RD. RT 32 WILLIMANTIC, CT 06226
(860) 423-3056 - OPEN 8 AM to 8 PM 7 Days A Week

$498
lb.lb.

90% Extra Lean
Ground Beef
Sold In 9 To 10 Lb Bag
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

All Sales Are While Supplies Last • We Will Custom Cut & Bulk Wrap All Primals

SCAN THE 
QR CODE

 TO RECIEVE 
OUR

DIGITAL 
FLYER

Connect with us:

9 To 10 Lb Avg.9 To 10 Lb Avg.
Makes 36 Makes 36 

To 40 PattiesTo 40 Patties

lb.lb.

$1188

Whole Beef
Tenderloins
100% Pure Beef100% Pure Beef
No AdditivesNo Additives

4 To 6 Lb Avg.4 To 6 Lb Avg.
8-10 1-1.5” Steaks8-10 1-1.5” Steaks

Whole Boneless
Chucks
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

Whole Bone In
Angus Prime Ribs
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

18 To 22 Lb Avg.18 To 22 Lb Avg.
14-18 1” Steaks14-18 1” Steaks

$868
lb.lb.

Whole Boneless
New York Strips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$978
lb.lb.

14 To 17 Lb Avg.14 To 17 Lb Avg.
12-16 1” Steaks12-16 1” Steaks

$1098
lb.lb.

14 To 16 Lb Avg.14 To 16 Lb Avg.
48-60 1” Steaks48-60 1” Steaks

$198
lb.lb.

Whole Boneless
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.
15-18 1” Chops15-18 1” Chops

Whole Beef
Eye Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.
$598 6 To 9 Lb Avg.6 To 9 Lb Avg.

Roast, Sandwich SteaksRoast, Sandwich Steaks

Fresh Pork
Shoulders
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.
$188

9 To 12 Lb Avg.9 To 12 Lb Avg.

Whole Boneless
Top Sirloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

14 To 19 Lb Avg.14 To 19 Lb Avg.
8-10 1” Steaks8-10 1” Steaks

$648
lb.lb.

12 To 18 Lb Avg.12 To 18 Lb Avg.

$598
lb.lb.

Whole
Beef Briskets
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

$298

Whole Pork
Tenderloins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

2 To 2.5 Lb Avg.2 To 2.5 Lb Avg.

78¢
lb.lb. lb.lb.

$138

40 Lb Bone-In
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A
All Natural 
Sold In 40 Lb Box

lb.lb.

$198

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A
All Natural 
Sold In 40 Lb Box

lb.lb.78¢

40 Lb Chicken
Leg Quarters
Sold In 40 Lb Box

lb.lb.

$188

40 Lb Party
Chicken Wings
Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

50-80 Drumsticks Avg.50-80 Drumsticks Avg. 90 To 100 Thighs Avg.90 To 100 Thighs Avg. A Lot Of WingsA Lot Of Wings 45 To 60 Legs Avg.45 To 60 Legs Avg.

Whole Porterhouse
Short Loins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

20 To 25 Lb Avg.20 To 25 Lb Avg.
$898

lb.lb.

Whole Bone-In
Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.
14 To 16 Lb Avg.14 To 16 Lb Avg.
18-22 1” Chops18-22 1” Chops

Cape Covelle
EZ Peel Shrimp
16 To 20 Ct
2 Lb Bag

ea.ea.

$1398

$178

Fresh Whole Boneless 
Pork Belly
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

lb.lb.

$398
8 To 12 Lb Avg.8 To 12 Lb Avg.

$668

Whole Beef
Sirloin Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

10 Lb Avg.10 Lb Avg.
Roasts & StewRoasts & Stewlb.lb.

Whole Beef
Top Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

lb.lb.

$588
20 To 5 Lb Avg.20 To 5 Lb Avg.

10-14 Steaks • 2 Roasts10-14 Steaks • 2 Roasts lb.lb.

Whole Beef  Shoulder 
Hearts For London Broil
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

$568
8 To 10 Lb Avg.8 To 10 Lb Avg.

6-8 1” Steaks Or Stew6-8 1” Steaks Or Stew

Deutschmacher 
2.5 Lb Natural Casing
Franks

2.5 lb. Box

$1498
ea.ea.

40 Lb Chicken
Drumsticks
Fresh Grade A
All Natural 
Sold In 40 Lb Box

TRUCKLOAD SALE

$598
lb.lb.

25 Lb Avg.25 Lb Avg.
Roasts, Steaks Or StewRoasts, Steaks Or Stew

45 To 70 Thighs Avg.45 To 70 Thighs Avg.
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