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Budgets Return Tuesday
To Colchester Voters

By Toriana Williams
Colchester voters will have a third opportu-

nity to decide the town and Board of Education 
budgets next Tuesday, Sept. 1, after officials vot-
ed on Wednesday, Aug. 19 to move both bud-
gets forward to referendum.

The proposed 2026-27 town budget is $19.06 
million, a 3.16% increase from last year’s bud-
get, while the BOE budget is $48.79 million, a 
5.38% increase. Both budgets were passed at 
a special town budget meeting, each with one 
‘no’ vote. Combined, the budget proposals total 
$67.85 million, a 3.77% increase from the ad-
opted 2025-26 budgets. The proposed mill rate 
is 30.43, an increase of about 1.7%.

Voting will take place from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Town Hall.

Since last month’s referendum in July, officials 
have cut a combined $870,543 from the pro-
posed budget increases. The BOE budget was 
reduced by $577,010, while town departments 
were reduced by $293,533. 

Still, not everyone believes the budgets should 
move forward.

Board of Selectman member Tim Vaillan-
court, a Republican, was the only ‘no’ vote on 
both budgets last Wednesday night. He said this 
week that he plans to continue opposing the 
spending plan because he believes the school 
budget is still too high.

“I will continue to vote ‘no’ and encourage 
others to do the same until the Board of Edu-
cation spending is brought under control,” said 
Vaillancourt.

Vaillancourt also raised concerns about state 
money being used to help pay for the school 
budget.

The Board of Education “used extra money 
from the state to offset their spending, other-
wise it would be worse,” Vaillancourt said. “And 

they have no guarantee to get that money next 
year from the state.”

He warned that losing that money could cre-
ate financial problems in the future.

“That will cause a fiscal cliff folks won’t be 
able to recover from,” said Vaillancourt.

‘Significant’ Reductions to 
School Spending

Interim Superintendent of Schools Judy 
O’Meara – who said this has been an “incred-
ibly difficult” year for both the schools and the 
town – noted this week that the Board of Edu-
cation has already made some “significant” cuts 
as officials have worked to lower the proposed 
budget increase. 

“The reductions that have been made are sig-
nificant, and we recognize their impact will be 
felt across our schools for years to come,” she 
said.

At the same time, O’Meara said the district 
needed to address a large increase in employee 
health insurance costs.

“Addressing the more than $3.2 million in-
crease in employee-related health insurance 
funding was necessary,” she said. “Ensuring that 
the obligations are appropriately funded was a 
necessary priority and an important step toward 
greater financial stability for the district.”

The school district has outlined several areas 
that have already been affected by the cuts.

According to graphics shared by the BOE on 
its website, 26 positions have not been back-

Howdy, Pardner… Woody from the Toy Story films made a special appearance at 
Marlborough Day last weekend to say hello to fans and passersby. He even cheered 
for participants during the pie-eating contest! For more on Marlborough Day, see 
the story and additional photos on page 29.

AHM Set to Dance with the Stars
By Toriana Williams

For one night in September, the stars of An-
dover, Hebron, Marlborough and Columbia will 
trade their usual jobs for dancing shoes, cos-
tumes and a little stage fright.

AHM Youth & Family Services will bring its 
first ever “Dancing With the Stars” fundraiser 
to the RHAM High School auditorium Sept. 19, 
giving seven local “celebrities” a chance to show 
off dance moves they have been practicing all 
summer.

The event will begin at 6 p.m. at RHAM 
High School, 85 Wall St. Tickets are $12 
when purchased in advance online at tinyurl.
com/4t36576c and $15 at the door. The event 
is family-friendly, and AHM hopes to pack the 
auditorium’s roughly 800 seats.

This idea has been several years in the mak-
ing. AHM Executive Director Tressa Giordano 

said the organization wanted to create some-
thing that would bring people from all four 
communities together for a fun night out.

“We, as a team, wanted to offer our four com-
munities an event that was fun, exciting and for 
all ages,” said Giordano.

The idea first came to AHM about seven years 
ago, before the COVID-19 pandemic. However, 
this year was when the organization finally de-
cided the time was right.

“We just felt that this year, let’s go for it,” she 
said.

The event will pair local community figures 
with professional dancers from five studios 
around the area: Dance Express in Tolland, 
Studio E Dance and Acro in Colchester, Dance 
Dynamics in Hebron, CT Dance Hub in Ando-
ver, and Mansfield Academy of Dance in Wil-

limantic.
Rather than asking one studio to coach ev-

ery contestant, AHM decided to spread the fun 
around.

“We didn’t want to overwhelm one dance stu-
dio with all seven dancers,” said Giordano. “Just 
being able to give a number of dance studios the 
exposure, we kind of wanted to spread around 
the fun.”

The participating studios are helping the con-
testants choreograph individual routines. The 
audience can expect a mix of dance styles, in-
cluding hip-hop, tap, swing dancing and musi-
cal theater.

The seven familiar faces taking the stage are 
Mary Rose Meade, RHAM director of curricu-
lum and instruction; Tom Topolis, Hebron El-
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-DARYL HALL

“Eliot is a musician 
who can do it all, 

great singer,
songwriter and

guitarist. 
He rocks and
he’s got soul.
No one does it
quite like him” 

Multi-instrumentalist and solo
artist, Eliot Lewis has a career 
most musicians could only dream 
about. He has performed with 
many of the biggest names in the 
music business including Daryl 
Hall & John Oates, Billy Gibbons 
(ZZ Top), Joe Walsh,Todd Rund-
gren, Train, Cheap Trick, Grace 
Potter, Ben Folds, Sammy Hagar, 
Squeeze and many others.

Eliot has appeared on every epi-
sode of Daryl Hall’s incredibly
popular, “Live From Daryl’s 
House” show all while keeping
his own solo career going at a 
seemingly impossible pace. 

As a multi-instrumentalist, Eliot’s 
energetic and unique shows will 
find him moving from one instru-
ment to another using live looping 
to seamlessly construct songs and 
arrangements on the spot and in the 
moment. If Eliot plays a cover song, 
it’s typically a song he’s performed 
with that artist.

Equally at home in front of 100 or 
15,000, Eliot has performed on the 
worlds most legendary stages, 
including Madison Square Garden, 
Japan’s Budokan, Red Rocks, The 
Hollywood Bowl, Carnegie Hall 
as well as Late Night with Jimmy 
Fallon, Conan O’Brien, The Today 
Show, Jimmy Kimmel Live and many 
others.

RE 8-28-26

(860) 228-8512 • www.countrysiderealtyct.com
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

With Four generations of experience, Our Family has been proudly helping your Family 
with all of your real estate needs. Whether you’re buying your first home, selling your 

current one, or investing in real estate, our Family is here to guide you through the process 
with honesty, dedication, and attention to your unique needs.

Contact us today for a FREE Market Analysis
and discover the difference a

Family tradition of service can make.
105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
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Design Build

Maintain

Big enough to be professional – Small enough to be personal

A trusted 
landscape 

company serving 
Glastonbury and 

surrounding towns
since 1979.

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.comMember

of BBB
CT Lic

#555660
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Farmers MarketFarmers Market
Hosted by Zina’s CucinaHosted by Zina’s Cucina

Every Wednesday through October 14, Every Wednesday through October 14, 
from 4-7from 4-7pmpm.  Located on the .  Located on the 
Marlborough Town GreenMarlborough Town Green

SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.

Wednesdays:Wednesdays:
1/2 price1/2 price

bottles of winebottles of wine
at Zina’s!at Zina’s!

Cookbook Club
All are invited to join the Andover Public Li-

brary Cookbook Club. The club’s next session 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m., and focus 
on dishes found in cookbooks written by San-
dra Lee (Semi-Homemade). 

The library has a small supply of cookbooks 
by this author that you can borrow.  Make one of 
the dishes you find and bring it to the library on 
Sept. 22, to share in a “themed potluck.” 

If planning to attend, or for more informa-
tion, call the library at 860-742-7428.

Paint Night with Kim
The Andover Community & Senior Center 

will hold Paint Night with Kim, a community 
event for ages 12 and up, on Friday, Sept. 25, 
from 6-8 p.m. Ages 12-16 should be accompa-
nied by an adult.

You will paint a bittersweet wreath, to welcome 
the colors of fall. No experience os necessary, and 
step by step instruction will be provided. 

Cost is $20/person. Register by Monday, Sept. 
21, by calling the center at 860-742-7305 ext. 
4510.
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Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

After helping homeowners through the selling process, there are a few things I consis-
tently hear people say they wish they had known earlier.
The first is how much preparation matters.
Small repairs, decluttering, landscaping, paint, and proper presentation can make a 
meaningful difference—but they’re much easier to address months before listing than 
days before photography.
Second, pricing isn’t about leaving room to negotiate.
Sellers sometimes want to start high because they can always reduce the price later. The 
problem is that your greatest exposure typically comes when the home first hits the 
market. Starting too high can mean missing buyers who may have competed for the 
property at the right price.
Third, the highest offer isn’t always the best offer.
Financing, inspections, appraisal risk, closing date, contingencies, and the buyer’s over-
all strength can sometimes be more important than a few thousand dollars in price.
Finally, many sellers underestimate everything that happens after accepting an offer. 
Inspections, negotiations, appraisals, financing, attorneys, deadlines, and coordinating 
your next move are all part of the process.
My biggest advice? Start planning earlier than you think you need to.
A good selling strategy isn’t created the day your home hits the market. The more 
decisions you make beforehand, the more options—and fewer surprises—you’ll have 
when it’s time to sell.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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What Most Sellers Wish They Knew Sooner

Single-Family Homes
• 11 homes sold

• Average sale price: $420,781
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 106%

• Average days on market: 12 days
• Median days on market: 6 days Results vary by price point,

condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
• 3 sold

• Average sale price: $388,300
• Sale-to-list ratio: 103%

• Average days on market: 13 days

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 9/15/26 08
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

Vacancy for PZC Alternate
There is a vacancy for an Alternate Planning 

and Zoning Commission member. Any quali-
fied Andover elector interested in serving as a 
member of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for a term ending Nov. 20, 2029, is encour-
aged to apply.

The deadline for submission of letters of in-
terest is Thursday, Sept 3.

Letters of interest should be sent to: Town of 
Andover Building Department 17 School Rd., 
Andover, CT 06232. Alternatively, submissions 
may be emailed to: zoning@andoverct.org.

Barbecue and Car Show
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will hold a Barbecue and Car Show on Friday, 
Sept. 11, from 4-7 p.m. It doesn’t matter if your 
car is a show queen or daily driver. 

There is no entry fee to show your car. Ad-
mission is $15 and includes hamburgers and hot 
dogs with all the fixin’s. 

Fund Now Accepting Grant Applications
The Andover Community Fund at the Great-

er Hartford Gives Foundation announced today 
that it is now accepting grant applications for 
projects that strengthen the wellbeing, vibrancy, 
and resilience of the Andover community. Ap-
plications are due Oct. 1.

Full details of the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) – including funding priorities, eligibil-
ity guidelines, and how to apply are available at 
greaterhartfordgives.org/andovercf.

To explore eligibility guidelines, review ex-
amples of past funded projects, or learn more 
about the application process, visit the Andover 
Community Fund page at the Greater Hartford 
Gives Foundation at greaterhartfordgives.org/
andovercf.

For organizations interested in learning more 
about the new application, you can sign up for 
an online information session on either Sept. 8 
or Sept. 15 by emailing the committee at ando-
ver@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

The Andover Community Fund Committee 
is a group of volunteer residents who help iden-
tify local needs, shape grant priorities, and re-
view proposals for projects that enhance quality 
of life in Andover. The committee makes grant 
recommendations to the Greater Hartford Gives 
Foundation. In the most recent grant cycle, the 
fund awarded over $45,000 to seven local orga-
nizations, with individual grants ranging from 
$1,000 to $10,000. 

The Andover Community Fund is funded by 
the Greater Hartford Gives Foundation (for-
merly known as the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving). For more information on the 
fund, the volunteer committee, the foundation, 
and the grant application process, please visit 
greaterhartfordgives.org/about-the-communi-
ty-funds. 

General inquiries may also be sent to Ando-
ver@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

From the State Senator’s Desk
Happy August! I hope your summer has been relaxing and you’ve 

managed to stay cool in the constant heat. As we get ready for schools 
to start back up and for autumn traditions to arrive – I’m excited for this 
October’s Glastonbury Apple Festival – I wanted to share a few highlights 
about Connecticut. Our state is continually being recognized as a na-
tional leader in a number of fields.

For instance, many of us know how great Connecticut school systems 
are, especially when you look at our local schools. It’s not just us noticing, 
however. According to Consumer Affairs, which recently ranked the Best 
States for Public Education, Connecticut ranked third in the country, be-
hind only Massachusetts and New York.

Our state’s accolades pushed us to the top of the rankings through sev-
eral successes – Connecticut students achieved the highest average stan-
dardized test score in the country and one of the highest high school graduation rates tracked 
in the United States.

The state’s education spending was also a highlight, as Connecticut ranked fifth in the na-
tion in spending per student and placed top-5 in the country for teacher pay. On top of that, 
Connecticut is also reviewing its K-12 funding processes, with potential to further improve on 
current practices.

On top of that, Connecticut officials aren’t stopping – the state recently made its first invest-
ments in administering extra special education funding to towns and cities and unveiled a new 
training course meant to support paraeducators, helping close a workforce shortage impacting 
education.

In addition to those strong marks, U.S. News and World Report and CNBC recently rec-
ognized Connecticut’s successes in several fields. U.S. News and World Report placed Con-
necticut third in the country when it comes to health care accessibility and quality, while the 
Nutmeg State ranked sixth nationally when it comes to low crime rates.

For healthcare, the state saw high marks for its public health response and low rate of resi-
dents without health insurance; for crime, Connecticut has a violent crime rate more than 60% 
below the national average, with a crime impacting 136 of every 100,000 residents, compared 
to a national average of 359 per 100,000.

As well, CNBC reported Connecticut placed fourth nationally in its education metrics and 
fifth in quality of life among residents, meaning these high marks are continually replicating 
themselves in a number of different publications.

This is great news for our state, indicating we’re getting national recognition for the hard 
work we accomplish every day. It’s inspiring to me to see Connecticut receive these accolades; 
let’s keep working until we reach the #1 spot. Enjoy the rest of the summer and your Labor Day 
weekend!

State Sen. MD Rahman
D-Fourth District

Andover, Bolton, Glastonbury and Manchester

WAIM Fall Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon, 
at 866 Main St.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market 
experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items range 
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check. 
WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry) 

is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover 
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon, 
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham, and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

Annual Steak Dinner
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department’s 

annual steak dinner will be Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 5-7 p.m., at the firehouse on School Road. 

This meal includes all you can eat sirloin steak, 
served with a baked potato, salad, fresh baked 
bread, beverages and ice cream. Eat in or take out.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors (age 
62+) and $10 for children ages 6-12.

Tickets can be purchased from any fire de-
partment member, on Wednesday evenings at 
the firehouse, or by calling Mindy at 860-706-
3074, Karen at 860-377-1599, or Chief Ron 
Mike at 860-335-0264. A limited number of 
tickets will be available at the door.

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Stretch 
& Strength fitness classes, Chair Massage and 
more, see the monthly newsletter, “Community 
Connections.” Transportation is available.

Monthly Veterans Coffee House: Monday, 
9/14, 9:30 a.m. This is a free opportunity to con-
nect with fellow veterans, share stories, build 
friendships, and enjoy a cup of coffee in a re-
laxed setting. All veterans are welcome.

Thrift Shopping: Thursday, 9/3, 9 a.m. All are 
invited on a trip exploring local thrift stores. 

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Wil-
limantic 9/8, 9/22. Shop in Manchester on 9/1, 
9/15, 9/29. Transportation is available. And on 
Thursday, 9/17, 8:30 a.m., shop Trader Joe’s & 
Michael’s.

Lunch Bunch: Friday, 9/18, 11 a.m., to Main 
Moose, Columbia. Enjoy lunch with friends at a 
local restaurant. The center will provide trans-
portation to and from the restaurant. Partici-
pants are responsible for the cost of their own 
meal. Registration is required; call the center. 
For a ride, call 860-498-2326.

Breakfast Bunch: Friday, Sept. 25, 9:30 a.m., 
at Rein’s Deli in Vernon. Participants pay for 
their own meal. Registration required; call the 
center. For transportation, call 860-498-2326.

Trip to the Hebron Harvest Fair: Friday, 
Sept. 11, noon. Admission is free for seniors.

Trip to the Yale Peabody Museum: Thursday, 
Sept. 24, at 10:30 a.m. Admission is free. Pay for 
your own lunch at Wood-N-Tap in Newington. 
Call the center to register.

Playtime with Munchkins: Tuesdays, 9/1 
and 9/15, 10-11 a.m. Bring your littles and con-
nect with other young parents in the area. Cof-
fee will be provided for parents.

Intro to Tai Chi: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Tai Chi & Chair Tai Chi. This 
class is designed for all fitness levels. Learn the 
basic principles and flowing movements of Tai 
Chi. Call the center to sign up.

Quilting Workshop: Mondays, Sept. 21 and 
28, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost is $10 per class. Learn 
the technique to make a 60-degree triangle table 
runner. Bring your sewing supplies. Call the 
center for fabric requirements and to sign up.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 9/23 
and 9/30, 3 p.m. Theme: Jelly Fish. This class is 
geared toward kids grade 4-8 and is for all skill 
levels. Supplies provided. Discount for siblings. To 
register, call the center at 860-742-7305 ext. 4510.

Congregational 
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

America250 Songwriter 
Program at Library

Andover Public Library invites all to cel-
ebrate both America250 and some of Con-
necticut’s contributions to the American 
Revolution with Connecticut songwriter 
and performer, Kent Besocke. 

This rescheduled program takes place on 
Wednesday, September 16th at 6PM. The 
evening features an hour’s worth of music 
and stories, revealing Connecticut’s hidden 
history, folklore, and legendary figures.

RSVP is not required but is requested, by 
calling 860-742-7428.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

11/13 Pickering St. • Portland • 860-342-0612
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For All Your 
Outdoor 

Needs!
• Carhartt Clothing
• Shorts & Tee Shirts
• Camping Supplies
• Pocket Knives

• Timex Watches
• American Flags
• Rain Gear
...and so much more!
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News copy deadline for The Rivereast News Bulletin is Tuesday at noon. Please 
address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O. Box 373, 
Glastonbury, CT 06033
Letter Writers: Letters must be 400 words or less, and must be submitted by Tuesday at noon. 
Email is preferred; send to bulletin@glcitizen.com. All letters must include the writer’s town 
of residence and daytime contact phone number. Letters focused solely on national issues or 
national public figures will not be published. Anonymous letters will not be published. All 
letters are subject to editing for grammar, spelling and clarity, and are also subject to fact-
checking. No bullying or name-calling will be tolerated. There is no guarantee that all letters 
will be published.  

(860) 633-4691 — bulletin@glcitizen.com

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         

located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via 

email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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By the Numbers
To the Editor:

It’s been a long drawn-out budget season for 
Colchester. There have been two referendums. 
The first, a total budget of $70,390,467, or about 
a 7% increase over the last adopted budget, 
was turned down; back to the drawing board. 
The second referendum, with a total budget of 
$68,722,577, or about a 5% increase over the last 
adopted budget, also failed.

 Now a proposed town budget of $19,060,237 
(a $595,570 or 3.2% increase over the last ad-
opted budget) and a Board of Education budget 
of $48,791,797 (a $1,494,645 or 3.15% increase 
over the last adopted budget), with a total bud-
get of $67,852,034 (a $2,089,645 or 3.17% in-
crease over the last adopted budget), is being 
presented for a third referendum. 

 All those involved (and there were many 
committees, volunteers, and boards) in getting 
to these numbers made what I think were well-
thought-out decisions, but I believe it would 
benefit us all if it could be shown what exact 
items were reduced or eliminated so we can 
have a better understanding of those choices 
and the impact they may have. As the song says, 
three is a magic number and I hope the magic 
and good reasoning is enough so there is no 
fourth referendum. 

Ralph Bianco – Colchester

Let’s Be Realistic 
To the Editor:

As consumers, we are all aware that everything 
has become much more expensive, whether it’s 
groceries, gasoline, fuel, clothing, or household 
maintenance items. Unfortunately, our general 
cost of living has increased. So, how can we ex-
pect the town and the school system to function 
at last year’s budget. The town’s electricity, fuel 
oil, road repairs and landscaping have all in-
creased in price. The same is true for the school 
supplies and maintenance of the buildings.

The Board of Selectmen and the Board of Ed-
ucation have already made drastic cuts in their 
budgets. We need our roads and recreation areas 
to be properly cared for. Our children deserve 
a school to provide a safe environment and a 
good education. Our senior center and the li-
brary should be open on a full regular schedule. 
Nobody likes to pay taxes but I believe that we 
all would want our town to be well maintained 
and to provide services for all residents. We ex-
pect our schools to provide a good education.

So let’s be realistic. Services must be paid for. 
Please go to the Town Hall on Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
and vote ‘yes’ for both budgets. The polls will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Goldie Liverant – Colchester
Note: Liverant is a member of the Colchester 

Commission on Aging, but is speaking as an in-
dividual.

From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 15

Bulletin Board
It pains me to report that I realized the other day that my wife suffers from Limbphobia. 
I am now considering establishing a Go Fund Me page in hopes that a massive infusion of 

free money may help me to cope with this traumatic situation. But first let me explain just 
what is going on here.

Limbphobia, which you have probably never heard of, since I just made up the name this 
morning, is a fear of falling tree limbs. Sufferers are absolutely certain that a tree limb – or the 
entire tree – could come crashing down on their head at any moment.  You don’t even have to 
be in the woods. You could be almost anywhere and a tree limb could come plummeting down 
out of nowhere to bash you in the head and spread your brains all over the ground like week-
old tapioca pudding. 

(Limbphobia, by the way, should not be confused with Limbsallova, a distinctly separate 
phobia common among people who are afraid to go near railroad tracks.) 

While I only diagnosed my wife’s case of Limbphobia this week, it is clearly in an advanced 
stage and something I probably should have noticed years ago. I blame myself for not nipping 
this thing in the bud, but as my wife says, I don’t listen (along with a bunch of other stuff I 
don’t recall, but which apparently included the phrase “tree limb” at some point or another).

Since I am too lazy and self-absorbed with my own issues to organize a golf tournament or 
hold a chainsaw raffle to raise funds to combat the perils of Limbphobia, I will confine my ef-
forts to publicizing some of the symptoms of this horrible affliction in this column. 

Your loved one may have Limbphobia if:
- They refuse to go into the woods. While this seems like a simple diagnosis, it is not, in and 

of itself, necessarily a clear indication of Limbphobia. The patient may simply be from New 
York City or some similar urban wasteland. An aversion to forests can also result from other 
afflictions such as Possumphobia or the dreaded Theresnoshoppingtherephobia. 

- People suffering from advanced cases of Limbphobia take an unholy delight in reciting 
every fatality involving a tree or tree limb that has occurred over the past 40 years in any part 
of the United States. These include homeowners struck down by tree limbs while walking out 
to the mailbox in Seattle; motorists crushed by falling trees while on their way to grandma’s 
house in the Deep South; people dispatched by tree limbs that came crashing trough the roof 
while they were asleep in bed in Dogpatch, New Hampshire; folks that were impaled by falling 
limbs while leaf-peeping in Vermont, and so on and so forth. No tragedy involving a tree limb 
is too minor to relate…but the more randomly gruesome, the better.  

- Victims of Limbphobia see tree limbs as having some sort of malevolent intelligence 
directed at human beings in general and toward them in particular. This suspicion extends to 
saplings and bushes, which, the Limbphobia sufferer contends, are merely biding their time to 
grow high enough to drop a log on your cranium. 

- Sufferers repeatedly point out potentially threatening tree limbs in your yard – including 
limbs that are 200 feet away, but apparently could somehow fly over to smash your skull – and 
they think you should pay thousands of dollars to a trained arborist to take precautionary 
action. They will belabor these concerns to the point that you wish a tree would actually fall 
on you so you wouldn’t have to listen to them anymore – and if you suggest that calling in a 
exorcist might be a more practical solution to the problem, they get all huffy and annoyed.

- They spend an inordinate amount of time online, checking housing availability in desert 
communities and similar treeless  locales preferred by scorpions and venomous toads. 

Oh, and one last word of advice. If you meet someone in a bar and they confess to you that 
they are a Limbphomaniac, ask them to repeat themselves very slowly in order to avoid any 
possible confusion. The limbs you save may be your own.

Jim Hallas

Adulting Got Me Like… When you’re grown up, you can do whatever you want to, 
and these grown-ups decided to go to Marlborough Day and shove their face into 
pie. While Alexis Tosado (left) didn’t win, she tried her best! Congratulations to 
winner Frederick Rosenberger (right). For more on Marlborough Day, see page 29.

For most towns, school is either already 
back in session or will begin early next week. 
There’s a slight crispness in the evening air. 
Pumpkin-flavored everything is on the menu 
boards at Dunkin’ and Starbucks.

September is almost here. The month will 
bring many things. The final weeks of the 
baseball season, and, on the flip side, opening 
week for football. County fairs galore – from 
The Big E to The Big H (a.k.a. the Hebron 
Harvest Fair). The changing of the leaves. The 
first day of autumn.

And, in nearby East Haddam, it also brings 
the annual Venture Smith Day Connecticut 
Freedom Trail Celebration.

This year, the 30th annual celebration will 
be Saturday, Sept. 12, from 1-4 p.m., at the 
First Church Cemetery, 499 Town St. (Route 
151) in East Haddam. Venture Smith (1729-
1805) is buried in this cemetery. Bring a chair 
or blanket to sit on and umbrella for shade if 
sunny. If raining the event will be held inside 
of the First Church of Christ Congregational. 
Exhibits and refreshments will be served fol-
lowing the event in the church’s Fellowship 
Hall. 

Who is Venture Smith? The son of an Af-
rican king, he became the first Black man to 
document his capture from Africa and life as 
an enslaved person, living in colonial Rhode 
Island, New York and Connecticut, and as a 
successful free man in living in Connecticut. 

Venture Smith spent most of his freedom 
years in Haddam Neck and East Haddam. In 
1798, he dictated his autobiography to teacher 
Elisha Niles; it was then published in pam-
phlet form by Charles Holt, editor of the New 
London Bee. It is the only slave narrative of the 
18th century that recounts life in Africa. 

Venture Smith died on Sept. 19, 1805, and 
his grave is one of the original sites on the 
Connecticut Freedom Trail.

The Sept. 12 Venture Smith Day celebration 

will feature several speakers, on a variety of 
historical topics. Also, “The Sisters in Stitches 
Joined by the Cloth” of eastern Massachu-
setts will return with their African American 
quilts. Venture Smith’s family genealogy and 
family photos and artifacts from their trip 
to Ghana will be on display. A Town of East 
Haddam proclamation will be presented. A 
wreath-laying ceremony by the descendants 
of Venture Smith and the annual Venture 
family reunion photograph will take place in 
the cemetery by Venture’s grave. 

Adults and children who are interested in 
learning more about Connecticut history in 
the 1700s and 1800s, are encouraged to at-
tend. For more information, call 860-873-
9375. And to review the original Venture 
Smith autobiography, go to www.docsouth.
unc.edu/neh/venture2/menu.html.

* * *
We lost a big one this week, folks. Dolly 

Parton passed away Tuesday at the age of 80, 
after a brief battle with cancer. I’m 47 years 
old, and Dolly has been an American insti-
tution for as long as I can remember. A su-
premely talented singer-songwriter of course, 
but also an actress, author, philanthropist (she 
supported numerous charitable causes), and 
even had her own theme park: Dollywood, 
near her hometown in Tennessee.

She was also incredibly, incredibly wise, 
and her words have inspired countless people 
for generations. I recently came across a list of 
some of her more memorable quotes – about 
life, love, the music business, and more – and 
I thought I’d end this week’s column by shar-
ing a few of them. Let’s all remember and cele-
brate the life of someone who, by all accounts, 
was just a wonderful person. 

“The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, 
you gotta put up with the rain.”

“You have to work at being happy. Some 
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See Letters, page 6

Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com

2252 Main Street, Glastonbury • 42 High Street, East Hampton

State in Disarray
To the Editor:

The 10 worst cities in Connecticut are gov-
erned by Democrats. If awards were to be given 
out for the worst Hartford would win and yet 
both LAMONT and BRONIN win their pri-
maries. Lamont’s solution to the crime in Hart-
ford is to force the outlying towns to absorb the 
worst of the worst, so it appears he is on top of 
this problem. Bronin, the Newsom of the East, 
wins the primary for Congress based on his dis-
mal term as mayor of Hartford.

There is no way out of this because it’s a Dem-
ocrat replacing another Democrat or the same 
Democrat back in office. My take on this is that 
the people of Connecticut, not having to think 
on their own, keep putting in the same old, 
same old back in office and nothing changes.

Frank Grande – Colchester

History of the Senior Center
To the Editor:

Marlborough Senior Center’s birthday cel-
ebration will be held on Sept. 19 from 1-4 
p.m. The Marlborough Senior Center on 17 
School Drive was opened on Sept. 21, 2001. Vi 
Schwarzmann was director. Before the center 
was opened, the seniors met in various places. 
Among them were the American Legion and 
the Moose Club. 

At that time, Marlborough had approximately 
400 seniors over 65. Since then that number has 
increased to about 1,100. 

Under the leadership of Vi the center served 
meals five days a week, supplied by CRT in 
Hartford. Vi and her husband Russell were both 
certified to prepare meals and on special occa-
sions they treated the seniors. 

Many fun and interesting programs included 
art classes, quilling classes, card games, 8 ball 
pool, bocci ball, and bingo. Trips to local restau-
rants for lunch including Aqua Turf club for se-
nior entertainment events. Other trips include 
going to the Hartford gardens and medical trips 
5 days a week. Rham high school band and el-
ementary school alongside political guests visit-
ed the center and there were other activities that 
took place in the evening. Senior support ser-
vices including tax assistance and blood drives. 

The senior center was well attended until CO-
VID. Vi retired in 2025 and since then the se-
nior center has been gradually returning under 
the current director. 

Barbara P. Armfield 
Marlborough Commission on Aging 

Defend the Land
To the Editor:

Recently, the oldest newspaper in “The Land 
of Pure Imagination” printed a header that read 
“Don’t Want Explosive Diarrhea? Shop Local-
and Regulate Big Food” (Portsmouth Gazette). 
Meanwhile, Ry Cooder sang, “taxes on the 
farmer feeds us all.” Sadly, without a coalition of 
residents to defend farmers our smart and per-
fect culture will continue to vilify, and violate, 
open land. 

Big business and politicians continually claim 
they will make life easier and save us money. 
They remind me of people who chronically diet 
only to gain more weight. As kids we lived in 
a time when open criticism was welcomed. We 
happily wore buttons featuring counter-culture 
slogans. One pair had a cow thinking, “No 
Nukes!”, the other, a nuclear power plant think-
ing, “No Cows!” Our Jones Generation also col-
lected Wacky Packs. Insulting stickers the size of 
baseball cards. Mom’s favorite was for a popular 
antacid. “Dums for the dummies, instant relief 
from thinking and using your brain.” These slo-
gans pretty much sum up today’s headlines and 
the more politicians promise savings, the more 
costly our lives become … financially and envi-
ronmentally. 

 According to the Hartford Business Journal 
April 2026, “CT [alone] has lost nearly 1,000 
farms and 65,000 acres of farmland in a decade.” 
Why?

-Enormous corporate warehouses ready, will-
ing and able to provide same day delivery, free. 

Vote ‘Yes’ This Tuesday
To the Editor:

Voters clearly spoke at the second referendum 
and said loud and clear that those proposed 
budgets were too expensive. Since then, elected 
officials have responded and cut $577,010 and 
$293,533 from the BOE and Town, respective-
ly, effectively reducing the tax burden in half. 
This equates to a proposed 30.43 mil rate- an 
increase of 0.51 – roughly equating to $8.70 a 
month for the average homeowner, or 1.7%. In 
a world where everything is more expensive, a 
tax increase at half the rate of inflation to keep 
our town and schools running is worth it. One 
move that I am particularly pleased with is the 
consolidation of the town and BOE finance of-
fices. Not only does this save money, but it also 
increases oversight and ensures that the two 
sides are on the same page.

In the meantime, the entire town has been af-
fected by the budget freeze imposed by entering 
a new fiscal year without an operating budget. 
Cragin, the transfer station, the senior center, 
and the town clerk’s office are temporarily func-
tioning at reduced capacity and service levels 
until we know what we can pay for. Passing the 
town budget will restore services.

School has opened in the midst of chaotic un-

Golfers, Prize Donors
Welcome 

To the Editor:
Hebron American Legion Post 95 is seeking 

golfers for our Annual Golf Scholarship event.
Foursome golf parties are preferred although 

many are paired if acceptable. Door prizes are 
welcomed, as after the final rounds there is a 
luncheon for the golfers. If a door prize donor 
wishes to bid on other items, go to the Chanti-
clair Golf facility near lunchtime; just note there 
are no lunches available for non participants. 

Thank everyone who has participated in the 
previous events, and are certainly welcomed to 
participate on Saturday, Sept. 12.

To all, be well, stay safe. 
Respectfully submitted, 

R.A. Bob Mangillo, Adjutant
Hebron American Legion Post 95

Dementia Talks No. 70 
To the Editor:

I sit here on the side of your bed at 3:30 a.m. 
You are sitting beside me, nestled into my neck. 
You could easily go back to sleep, but I know 
that can’t happen as we have personal care to at-
tend to.

Pause. Thoughts swirling in my head.
Alzheimer’s is no longer a devastating disease 

to me. It is an unwelcome companion, that is 
true. It is outside what I can control. This is the 
fact that I accept.

From Mom’s diagnosis in 2017 to the mo-
ment at 3:30 a.m. today, there have been learn-
ings that I never knew were possible.

We have an invisible net around us, so that 
in those challenging times when I am not sure 
what to do, we can bounce back. We might have 
some scratches and bruises (metaphorically 
speaking), but we find solutions that work for 
us. That could be smaller bowls at mealtime in-
stead of an intimidating plate of food. It could 
be hands on mobility because the brain tells 
you that your left arm and leg are weak so use 
your right instead. That saying look into my 
eyes makes more sense that saying look at me, 
because looking at my foot is looking at me in 
your mind.

There are so many people that have also 
taught me along the way, and I know I will con-
tinue to learn and perhaps teach others what I 
have been taught. It’s time to give back.

Mom is back sleeping comfortably. Today is 
her last day on vacation #2. I am sad because 
she brings us much joy and will be missed when 
I wake up in the morning. Admittedly I am also 
looking forward to a full night’s sleep. It is bit-
tersweet.

To all those reading that don’t feel you have 
relief, you’re are seen. To all those out there 
partnering with a loved one that has been diag-
nosed, you are seen and know you will adapt to 
meet the moment. 

May we all lead first with empathy, followed 
by kindness, wrapped in love.

You are not alone.
With peace and kindness, 

Tonya Maurer – Amston
Alzheimer’s Hotline 1-800-272-3900

‘No’ Means Change the Budget
To the Editor:

After two failed referendums, Colchester’s 
elected officials are still not listening. They made 
additional reductions, but the latest proposal 
still leaves combined town and school spending 
more than $8.2 million higher than it was three 
years ago. That is a 13.8% increase. Trimming 
around the edges does not address what voters 
have repeatedly said about affordability.

Supporters will advertise this budget as cost-
ing the average homeowner “only $9 a month.” 
That number is possible only because one-time 
money is being used to temporarily suppress the 
mill rate.

Without that temporary subsidy, the average 
homeowner’s increase would be approximately 
$275 per year, or nearly $23 a month. More than 
double! And that does not include the increase 
in your motor vehicle taxes.

That higher spending becomes the starting 
point for next year’s budget, but the one-time 
money may not be there to soften the tax impact 
again. Now add Colchester’s Oct. 1 property re-
valuation. Homeowners are being asked to ap-
prove higher spending before they even know 
what revaluation will do to their next tax bill.

A family can withdraw money from savings 
to make this month’s electric bill appear smaller. 
That does not make electricity cheaper. When 
the savings are gone, the full bill remains. Col-
chester cannot use temporary money to make 
permanent spending affordable.

During the budget meetings, residents of-
fered specific ways to reduce costs while pre-
serving vital services. Their proposals were 
largely ignored.

This budget asks families to pay more while 
funding a $25,000 raise for an elected position 
and a nearly $500,000 golden parachute for a 
former superintendent under whose watch this 

Colchester, Please Vote
Colchester Friends:

By now, hopefully everyone understands 
this process has not been about scare tactics 
but about how best to spend the limited money 
available responsibly to support the critical ser-
vices and programs funded by our school and 
town budgets.

It had been a terribly difficult year for budgets 
and the ramifications of these cuts are real and 
will be felt for years to come.

We must vote ‘yes’ to support crucial services 
provided by the town, and giving the resources 
necessary to maintain excellence in our schools,

Please make time to vote in favor of both 
budgets at Town Hall Tuesday, Sept. 1. 

Your vote is needed to minimize any further 
cuts to both schools and the town.

It is time to do our part. Please vote ‘yes’ Tues-
day.

Respectfully,
Vincent Rose – Colchester

Please Vote ‘Yes’
Colchester: 

Please vote ‘yes’ for both budgets on Sept. 
1, 2026. Our community needs your support. 
We cannot do without road maintenance; our 
Youth and Social Services director; our Parks 
and Recreation director; or our Senior Center 
director. These are all on the chopping block if 
this budget fails. Please join me in keeping Col-
chester alive.

Noreen Bibee – Colchester

certainty. Teachers are leaving because they face 
job insecurity. Open positions cannot be hired 
for. Published bus schedules are “estimates,” 
class schedules and sizes are subject to change, 
supplies are not ordered, and the list goes on. 
We owe it to our teachers and students to get 
the academic year on track as soon as possible.

In the last referendum, only 1 in every 4 eli-
gible people voted. Sadly, this was higher than 
typical turnout. It is time for our entire com-
munity to pull together so that we can move 
forward. Please make a plan to vote on Tuesday, 
Sept. 1st. And after you do, remind your family 
and friends to vote. Then remind them all again 
and again until they’ve made it to the polls. All 
voting is at Town Hall from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Ab-
sentee ballots are available in the town clerk’s 
office on Monday if you won’t be available on 
Referendum Day. Detailed info for those look-
ing is available on the town and BOE webpages.

We love our town because our schools are 
strong, our services meet the needs of our cit-
izens, and we are all there to support one an-
other and enjoy the community we have built. 
Let’s make sure that continues. We are all in this 
together. 

Sincerely,
Monica Swyden, Chair

Colchester Democratic Town Committee 

-(ctinsider.com 8/14/26)
-New housing. Not necessarily because there 

aren’t enough brick-and-mortar buildings, but 
because, primarily, businesses, in The Land of 
Pure Imagination, don’t pay a living wage (nli-
hc.org July 23, 2026), while rents remain high. 

-Solar fields. (American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration 8/8/24 Solar Energy Expansion and its 
Impact on Rural Communities.)

-AI data centers cover huge swaths of land 
and consume massive amounts of electricity 
and water for cooling. AI, like Dums, provides 
relief from using our brains. But what about that 
unwanted bacteria flushed into wastewater in 
Cheyene, Wyoming? 

Solar fields, data centers, warehouses and 
housing, like small modular reactors, (world-
nuclear.org) are making big promises while 
robbing us of land, water, money and peace of 
mind. Who’s really winning here…. healthcare? 
Certainly not our farmers and not you. So how 
did the colonists build homes that lasted hun-
dreds of years while composing the greatest 
Declaration of Independence the world has ever 
seen? They shopped locally. Went to bed early, 
ate good food and defended the land. #save17

Jean Tulimieri – Amston
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05
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Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in BerlinYou Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

financial mess developed. Those are choices, not 
vital services. A ‘yes’ vote tells elected officials 
those choices are acceptable and taxpayers will 
pick up the tab.

I will vote ‘no.’
Voting ‘no’ does not mean abandoning vital 

services. It means demanding that elected of-
ficials prioritize them instead of using them to 
shield the rest of the budget from scrutiny.

After two failed referendums, it is time for 
elected officials to listen to residents and make 
meaningful changes. 

Michael Dubreuil – Colchester
Note: Dubreuil is a member of the Colchester 

Republican Town Committee but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

The Belt Is Out of Holes
To the Editor:

I’m voting ‘yes’ on the budget.
The argument against it is always that there 

must be fat in there somewhere. I spent about 
six months looking for it. Eighteen years of bud-
get books, board meeting minutes, the raw ac-
counting reports, the state’s own datasets. It isn’t 
there.

Adjusted for inflation and population, the 
town spends 13% less per resident today than it 
did in 2007. Here is another test. Take the town 
we have, the same staff and the same programs, 
nothing new, and just pay everyone a normal 
annual raise. For more than a decade, the bud-
get has come in below even that. Last year it 
was $62.7 million against a standing-still cost 
of $65 to $70 million. We have not been buying 
anything new. We have been paying less than it 
costs to keep what we had.

The belt-tightening people are asking for is 
not a proposal. It is what Colchester has already 
done, every year, going back more than ten bud-
gets.

The usual suspect is administration. I checked 
that too. The schools have nine building admin-
istrators today; they had ten in 2008, and this 
budget cuts one more, an assistant principal at 
Bacon Academy. Central office has the same five 
positions it had eighteen years ago. Administra-
tor pay has grown 38% against 48% inflation. It 
isn’t there either.

A good share of this year’s increase is employ-
ee health insurance. No money went missing. 
For three years we budgeted less for medical 
claims than the claims actually cost, and cov-
ered the gap out of reserve. The reserve is now 
spent, so the budget has to carry the real num-
ber. That is a correction, not new spending.

The increase on the table is 0.51 mills. On 
a median Colchester home that works out to 
about $8 a month.

I know $8 a month is real money in some 
households. But there is no longer a version of 
‘no’ that trims waste. We have been cutting for a 
decade and there is nothing left to cut but teach-
ers and programs.

Please vote ‘yes.’
John Farrell – Colchester

What’s At Stake
To the Editor:

Informed voters need to know what’s at stake 
for our town and educational system if we don’t 
pass both the town and Board of Education 
(BOE) budgets on Sept. 1st. The answer is sim-
ple- town services that everyone uses and edu-
cational programs that we value for our kids. A 
‘yes’ vote on these affordable budgets, with an 
average monthly impact of $8.70, will move us 
out of the temporary town budget freeze and 
allow our schools to move forward. The town 
budget has been reduced by $461,423 and the 
BOE budget by $3,123,245 totaling $3,584,668 
in cuts since this process started.

On the Town side, we’re in a temporary bud-
get freeze because the town must spend at the 
2025-26 budget levels while meeting our con-
tractual and required costs (insurance, elec-
tricity, fuel, telephone, etc.). In order not to 
overspend, resources must come from different 
departments. Unlike the federal government 
that shuts down when they cannot pass a bud-
get, our first selectman established a temporary 
budget freeze to keep the town functioning by 
freezing discretionary spending which includes 
items not required by state statute. A hiring 
freeze and backfilling open positions with em-
ployees from the transfer station to do the work 
that would have been done by new employees 
are examples. This is why the transfer station is 
temporarily closed on Tuesdays. Additionally, 
temporary changes include shortened library 
hours, suspending senior center evening Well-
ness Nights, and pausing onboarding new Fire/
EMS volunteers, to name a few examples of ser-
vices that will return if this referendum passes.

The BOE is opening a school year without 

Bus Stop Success!!
To the Editor:

We wanted to share an update from the op-
ed that we recently submitted titled “Students 
Deserve Safer Way” and the corresponding pic-
ture that was published on the front page of the 
Rivereast titled “Collecting Signatures.” 

We’re excited to share that the superintendent 
and M&J bus company have worked together to 
meet our demands. The school bus stop at the 
corner of Apple Tree Lane and Route 17 has 
been eliminated! The school bus will now travel 
up Apple Tree Lane! 

We had dozens of petition signers and people 
from the neighborhood and from the Portland 
community who emailed and called the super-
intendent and M&J bus company to support us. 
And who saw the Rivereast and wrote in want-
ing to help. 

What we saw over these last four weeks was a 
true example of the community coming togeth-
er for a good cause; to support Portland’s most 
precious cargo. 

Katie Terlalis Bordonaro and Erica Jarzabek
Portland

Time for a Change
To the Editor:	

Over the past few weeks, I have seen several 
letters commenting about Steve Weir, both posi-
tive and negative. I applaud these letters as this 
is what our constitution guarantees: freedom of 
political choice and voice.

At the start of this political season, I reviewed 
Steve Weir’s record and was truly surprised. His 
voting record, which is available to all and has 
been discussed in depth in several letters, shows 
a complete lack of support for our district. One 
of his supporters stated that Steve has a 100% 
voting record (as does about 40% of our elected 
representatives), that he always listens and stud-
ies what is in front of him, so he understands 
what he is voting on. My thought was this po-
sition statement is unfinished as it should have 
ended with “and then he votes ‘no’ anyway.”

But what astounded me is the absolute lack of 
any bills sponsored by Steve Weir. Our district 
is facing several significant challenges: lack of 
housing for our young people resulting in many 
having to move out of state; rising educational 
costs, especially when it comes to our special 
needs students; bonding issues for upkeep of 
our infrastructure; funding to help the less for-
tunate in our society who are being thrown off 
food and medical support by the current na-
tional administration.

And Steve’s reaction: nothing but crickets.
Join me in voting for Ellen Paul this Novem-

ber, a candidate who has the experience and 
network in Hartford to help our district navi-
gate our growing challenges.

Davis Howell – Hebron 
Note: Howell is a member of the Hebron Dem-

ocratic Town Committee but said he is writing as 
a concerned citizen.

Why Not Run Again?
To the Editor:

Since 2018, I have watched firsthand the shift 
in our state House – from a nearly evenly di-
vided chamber where compromise and com-
mon-sense guided decisions, to the current 
lopsided, left-leaning governance. With an ex-
panded supermajority and political appointees 
filling key roles, government often seems to run 
on autopilot. What many suspect is happening 
is, in fact, happening: backroom deals without 
proper vetting or robust debate in committee, 
politicians who appear to believe their constitu-
ents are not paying attention, a troubling lack of 
urgency on clear problems, and, most painfully, 
a callous approach to spending other people’s 
hard-earned money. Seeing the process up close 
– first as a legislator and now as legislative staff 
– has been truly eye-opening.

One of the most effective ways I can shine a 
light on these issues and help restore account-
ability in Hartford is to serve once again as a 
state legislator. In January 2013 I walked into 
our beautiful Capitol as an elected official de-
termined to fight for fairness, insist that gov-
ernment live within its means, and protect our 
treasured natural resources. I was also, in many 
ways, naïve about how the system truly works.

I want to walk back into the Capitol in Janu-
ary 2027 as a seasoned, homegrown legislator, 
someone with the experience and the courage to 
stand up to the bureaucrats who so often control 
the purse strings. I know I can help shake things 
up in Hartford for the right reasons. With the 

Flock Cameras
To the Editor:

People are very upset about the incoming 
Flock cameras to many towns in the state of 
Connecticut. I feel we as drivers have set our-
selves up to have cities warrant these Flock cam-
eras. If people would stop speeding, stop texting 
while driving, and were driving without being 
distracted, I feel we would not be in this Flock 
camera situation. Further, if people weren’t 
speeding by school buses while the school bus 
lights were on and the arm was down on the 
school bus, we wouldn’t be in this situation. 

I do agree with people that are upset about 
losing their privacy, but why are we no longer 
able to follow the rules of the road?

S.L. Heise – Amston

a budget, so reductions were made to stabilize 
the opening of the school year for our students. 
New teachers cannot be hired with the risk of 
having to lay them off in the next round of bud-
get cuts- leaving students without programming 
or teachers as school opens. Permanently, al-
ready 26 positions are not being backfilled, and 
five administrative positions are eliminated or 
reduced for good. WJJMS sports is already gone 
and WJJMS band will probably be next if this 
budget doesn’t pass.

The current proposal is a 0.51 mil rate in-
crease and equates to an average impact of 
$8.70/month. Please support these affordable 
budgets to bring stability to the Town and our 
schools on Tuesday.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Coyle – Colchester

Note: Coyle is a member of the Colchester 
Board of Selectmen but said she is speaking as an 
individual.

retirement of our current representative, the 
timing feels right. Why not run again?

I am running because I believe we must al-
ways put our small-town values first. We live 
in a special part of Connecticut – communi-
ties built on volunteers, scenic vistas and spe-
cial places, and quiet pride in the places we call 
home. We do not need another Hartford “yes” 
person who is still getting to know our three 
towns and who doesn’t pay her fair share. My 
ability to go to Hartford and remain a truly in-
dependent voice – while deeply understanding 
our communities is unmatched. I will focus on 
protecting our scenic vistas and special places, 
bringing radical transparency to our state bud-
get process, helping seniors, and keeping educa-
tion decisions local are all things I care deeply 
about.

Over the coming weeks I hope to earn your 
trust and vote once more, to listen carefully to 
your concerns and learn about what matters 
most to you and your family. Please reach out 
with any questions or concerns. 860-470-6662 
or melissa@melissaziobron.com

Melissa Ziobron – East Haddam
Note: Ziobron, a Republican, is running for 

the 34th District in the state House of Represen-
tatives. The district covers East Hampton, East 
Haddam and Salem.
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43 Hayward Ave.
Colchester, CT

Our authentic & artisan
original barbeque 
recipes, are made

fresh from scratch.

@oznbonesbbq
(860) 537-3355 

oznbonesbbq.com

Find out jut just how kick-ass BBQ can be!!

Book Your 

Private Event 

Upstairs 

Now!

Dine In • Take Out • Lunch • Dinner • Catering

R
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Patio Seating!

Live Music &
Drink Specials

Every Thursday
5 - 8 p.m.

9/3 Dave Sadloski 
9/10 Matt Sperzel 
9/17 Ben Arnold 
9/24 Matt Sperzel

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com

R
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$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 9/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 9/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE8-28-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Fri., Aug. 28th “K. Caruso and
the Elegant Vagabonds

Fri., Sept. 4th “All Mixed Up”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE8-14-26

Family owned & operated

Grilled Shrimp
w/house salad & chips

of your choice
$30.95

Call or stop in for a menu today!

END OF SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Clearing Things Up
To the Editor:	

I am looking to clear up some info that’s been 
brought up this budget season.

I keep hearing a lot of misinformation about 
“the first selectman’s raise” that seems like its re-
ally just designed to hurt the budget process.

Some people are framing this like it’s a budget 
proposal but it’s not. The first selectman is not 
“taking a raise” as part of the new budget. The 
first selectman’s pay was set before he took the 
oath of office for a second term nine months ago 
in November. That’s what this is about.

It all goes back to 2021 when First Selectman 
Andreas Bisbikos unilaterally cut the pay for the 
position without approval from his board. That 
decision broke policy but no one could stop it. 
It left the first selectman’s position making less 
than most of the positions it oversees.

When First Selectman Bernie Dennler got 
elected in 2023 people asked what he was going 
to do about the pay cut. Every time he said it 
wasn’t right for elected officials to decide their 
own pay and he would leave it up to others to 
decide what was right. He never asked for a 
raise.

Last November, it was Republican Art Shi-
losky who moved to restore the salary to the 
same level that it was always supposed to be 
at. That’s what was voted on, and First Select-
man Dennler wasn’t even part of the vote. That 
change was set to take effect for the new term 
of office on Nov. 17, 2025. This was a correction 
that put things back the way they were always 
intended by the board.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler began receiv-
ing the corrected rate of pay the day he took 
the oath of office in November 2025. This is 
not about the 2026 budget. This was all decided 
nine months ago. Those who are making an is-
sue about it now aren’t trying to get the first se-
lectman to decline a raise. They want to force 
him to take a pay cut that would leave him mak-
ing less than some of our secretarial office staff. 
How does that make sense?

This isn’t about Bernie Dennler. He didn’t 
ask for this or vote on it. This is about a policy 
decision made by others that took place nearly 
a year ago. It’s not accurate to say he’s taking a 
raise now, and it’s not fair to tell a person they 

Support Both Budgets 
To the Editor:

 Colchester residents – I strongly encourage 
you to vote ‘yes’ on Sept. 1st on both the town 
budget and the education budget. We need to 
fund our town and our schools! 

The boards have been beyond transparent for 
each referendum. Costs, cuts and impacts to 
the town should come as no surprise to anyone. 
There are no secret agendas. The board mem-
bers aren’t punishing people for not voting for 
the budgets. They are town taxpayers (that we 
elected) as well and are equally impacted by cuts 
to programs and services. 

Choices by our elected officials at the state, na-
tional and international level are having a direct 
impact on affordability. Gas, groceries, heating 
oil, and the cost of goods and services have all 
increased faster than our paychecks. Taking out 
that anger and frustration at the town level only 
hurts us more. Instead, vote ‘yes’ at the referen-
dum next week and then start focusing on how 
we can get our legislators and elected officials at 
the state level to start providing relief for small 
towns. 

Be informed to make the right choices for 
you, your family, and our town when going to 
the ballot box in November. 

Suzanne Salemi – Colchester

Cringeworthy
To the Editor:

Yes, I’ll own up to it. I’m a curmudgeon. But 
I think this might be cringeworthy to others as 
well.

Portland HS is now on “You Got This” Street. 
I’m wondering if soaring student performance 
data follow the name change, could the same 
sloganeering approach have other applications?

For example, our medical center could be on 
“You’re All Better” Drive. A nursing home on 
“You’re Still Young” Lane. A counseling cen-
ter on “You’re So Happy” Court. A prison on 
“You’re Really Law Abiding” Avenue.

Catchy slogans could be a much more cost-
effective approach to better results than actually 
investing more money in the process.

Stephen Markson – Portland
Editor’s Note: Portland High School’s access 

drive has indeed been named “You Got This” 
Street, for this year only. According to the high 
school, every spring the access drive’s naming 
rights for the following school year are auctioned 
off at the PHS sophomore class auction. 

Why I’m Seeking Reelection
To the Editor:

I am seeking another two-year term as state 
representative of the 55th District because I 
believe experience, preparation, integrity and 
a deep understanding of the communities you 
represent matter.

My connection to this area goes back a life-
time. I grew up in Glastonbury, have lived in 
Hebron with my family for 26 years, and have 
spent more than three decades working, volun-
teering and serving in our communities. Before 
entering the legislature, I have served as a police 
officer, business owner, employer, volunteer and 
community leader. Those experiences shape 
how I approach this job every day.

Serving effectively requires much more than 
showing up, although I am proud to have main-
tained 100% attendance for every House and 
committee vote during my four years in office.

It requires doing the work before the vote. It 
also requires building relationships with legisla-
tors on both sides of the aisle, listening to differ-
ent perspectives and finding common ground 
whenever possible.

Legislation is rarely as simple as a title or a 
political talking point. Bills can contain hun-
dreds or thousands of lines, and good ideas are 
sometimes accompanied by provisions with 
unintended consequences. I take seriously my 
responsibility to read legislation, research the 
issues, ask questions and listen to people on all 
sides before deciding how to vote.

I don’t believe one party has all the right an-
swers all of the time. I have supported good 
ideas regardless of where they originated and 
opposed proposals when I believed the details 
would hurt the people I represent. My obliga-

Hebron’s Road to the Future?
To the Editor:

At the special town meeting on Aug. 18th, 
the voters of Hebron approved the purchase of 9 
Pendleton Drive. This strategic property offers a 
significant new access point to the town-owned 
property at 17 Kinney Rd., also called the Hor-
ton Property. Posted at the side of the room was 
a large aerial photograph titled “Concept Plan” 
that featured diagrams for a new road leading 
from Pendleton Drive to the 17 Kinney Rd. 
property. However, the question remains, will 
this be a road to the future or a road to destruc-

Our Children Deserve the Best
To the Editor:

The Colchester Board of Education is a sev-
en-member unpaid volunteer elected board. 
The BOE delegates the administration and day-
to-day operations of the district to the superin-
tendent and other members of the administra-
tive team. This team is referred to as the board 
and ‘Central Office.’

Together we work arduously with other 
school staff to create a budget that will provide 
a quality education for Colchester’s young citi-
zens so that they will have the tools necessary 
for success. We strive for efficiency because we 
know that affordability is an important consid-
eration. For the sake of transparency, we discuss 
and make all off our decisions in meetings open 
to the public. These meetings are recorded and 
minutes are posted on our website. For those 
who are not available to attend or listen to hours 
of meetings, there is a section ’Budget’ on the 
Colchester BOE site with summary presenta-
tions and graphics. Nothing is done in secret!

should take a significant cut nine months after 
the fact because of politics. This is all political 
which is why the town has a policy in the first 
place and why it should have never been broken 
by First Selectman Bisbikos five years ago.

This is no doubt a difficult budget season. This 
post is to clarify how the salary was determined.

Michelle Millington – Colchester
Note: Millington is a member of the Colchester 

Board of Education, but said she is writing as an 
individual.

tion isn’t to a political party. It is to the residents 
of Andover, Bolton, Glastonbury, Hebron and 
Marlborough.

I also believe balance matters in government. 
Connecticut’s legislature is currently controlled 
by the Democratic Party by roughly a two-to-
one margin, with veto-proof majorities. Regard-
less of which party holds power, government 
benefits from strong voices asking questions, 
challenging assumptions and ensuring that dif-
ferent perspectives are represented.

Over four years, I’ve worked to earn your 
trust by being accessible, listening, showing up 
and treating people respectfully whether they 
agree with me or not.

I know these communities. I’ve raised my 
family here, built businesses here, volunteered 
here and served here for decades.

I’m asking for the opportunity to continue 
that service – with the same preparation, in-
dependence, integrity and commitment I’ve 
brought to the job every day.

State Rep. Steve Weir
R-55th District

Proudly Serving Andover, Bolton, 
Glastonbury, Hebron and Marlborough

Every time the bottom line of our budget is 
reduced by the Board of Finance, potential cuts 
are studied in depth to find reductions with the 
least impact to students. Materials and projects 
are ideally cancelled or adjusted first. There 
will be no technology upgrade this year, for ex-
ample, and professional development has been 
dramatically decreased. When positions must 
be eliminated or shifted academic areas not 
required by law are affected; twenty-six teach-
ing and support staff positions have not been 
backfilled since Jan. 1st. This year, we examined 
every leadership position and eliminated five. 
This reorganization will be carefully evaluated 
throughout the school year.

We can assure voters that we have come to 
a point where additional cuts would hurt the 
education of the students. This is not a threat 
but reality as more money is cut with each ref-
erendum so must more services to our youth be 
eliminated. Our town has always prided itself as 
a place where students are taken care of by dedi-
cated teachers at a reasonable cost to taxpayers. 
So many families move here for that reason; it 
is why our property values stay high. Our chil-
dren deserve the best education possible, for 
they are our future.

Please vote ‘yes’ for our town and schools on 
Sept. 1st! Polls will be open from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
at Town Hall.

Nancy Nelson and Gussie Gilberti
Colchester 

Note: Nelson and Gilberti are members of the 
Colchester Board of Education but said they are 
speaking as concerned citizens.
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tion? At the southern end of the new roadway 
there is a small arrow pointing south with the 
notation, “Future Extension to John E. Horton 
Boulevard.” This simple comment raises signifi-
cant concerns over the potential uses of the 17 
Kinney Rd. property and how a roadway will 
impact this historic and environmentally vital 
watershed.

With careful consideration and responsible 
vision, the Town of Hebron can move towards 
a robust and sustainable future. On Aug. 18th, 
ironically the same day as the town meeting, the 
lead story in The Hartford Courant was titled, 
“State tourism bucks national trends / Visitors 
spend $12.B in 2025, data show.” The first para-
graph reads, “Connecticut has become one of 
New England’s top destinations...” and contin-
ues on to report that 72 million people visited 
the state in 2025, spending $12.3 billion with an 
economic impact of $20.1 billion. 

Quoted in the article was Morgan Nyerick, 
director of the Connecticut Office of Statewide 
Marketing and Tourism: “We have worked to 
introduce Connecticut in unexpected and high-
ly memorable ways – creating cultural moments 
around the people, places and experiences that 
make this state distinctive.” The property at 17 
Kinney Rd. features a wide variety of distinctive 
and “highly memorable” people, places and ex-
periences just waiting to be shared.

It is time Hebron’s town leaders embrace the 
value of this historic and environmental trea-
sure. Our community is uniquely positioned 
to capitalize on the trend towards tourism and 
enhance the local economy by creating a living 
museum and outdoor classroom at 17 Kinney 
Rd. After just one visit to the property, the noted 
history professor John Demos of Yale University 
stated, “There are so many different parts: geol-
ogy, environment, Indigenous people, colonists, 
enslavement, even the present. It could well be a 
history park, an outdoor museum.” 

For more information, please visit Save He-
bron Center on Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Kind, Accessible, Committed
To the Editor:

Four years ago, I became friends with Steve 
Weir, and over those four years, I’ve gotten to 
know not just the State Representative, but the 
person behind the title.

Our daughters went to RHAM High School 
together and are now roommates at FGCU. 
Along the way, our families have become family, 
our home is their daughter’s home, and theirs is 
our daughter’s home.

Steve is level-headed, kind, accessible, and 
genuinely committed to serving the people of 
Connecticut. One thing I appreciate most is that 
he does his homework. He reads the bills before 
voting, asks questions, and uses common sense 
to think about what legislation actually means 
for Connecticut families, businesses, and com-
munities.

When I hear constituents raising concerns 
about an upcoming bill, I’ll often read it myself 
and then call Steve and ask, “What do I need 
to know? Is there something I should be con-
cerned about?” He is always willing to make the 
time to explain the details and help me under-
stand what’s really in the legislation.

Steve doesn’t vote blindly or simply follow a 
party line. He has had to make difficult deci-
sions and vote ‘no’ on bills when he believes 
they are not right for Connecticut. He looks 
beyond the headline, pays attention to the de-
tails, and works to make sure the “hidden stuff ” 
doesn’t slip through.

He has shown up for every vote during his 
four years in the legislature, and to me, that says 
a lot about his commitment.

I’m proud to call Steve a friend, and I’m grate-
ful our families have become so close. Most 
importantly, I know that when Steve says he is 
working for the people of Connecticut, he takes 
that responsibility seriously.

Jessica Stewart – Hebron

Vote ‘Yes’ for Colchester
To the Editor:

Recently, a writer cited relative numbers of 
Colchester citizens to justify town education 
spending … or not spending. A valid point, to 
a degree. Let’s add some further perspective to 
that point. Only about 16% of Colchester is 65 
or older (including me). Why spend town mon-
ey on a senior center and related expenses for 
this small number? Less than 20% are adoles-
cents and teenagers. Why support recreational 
fields and a teen center for this minority? More 
than 40% have annual income over $100,000, 
and about 75% are over $50,000. Only about 
25% earn less than $50,000. It would seem that 
three quarters of our households should be able 
to afford to pay their taxes, yet many cry afford-
ability and cost of living to lament taxes. Should 
that minority dictate spending? Over 60% have 
at least some college education. Presumably, 
those citizens appreciate the value of education. 
That is unless some of that cohort selfishly holds 
that their kids are no longer in school, so why 
continue to pay for education. None of these 
numbers carry any real logic! 

We should support town services and edu-
cation with our tax dollars. Personally, I am 
already disturbed by the apparent lack of educa-
tion around me. Education is one of the foun-
dational elements of a competent citizenry. 
Yes, we expect our town leaders to propose 
efficient budgets, but they are balancing many 
needs, considering 100% of our citizens. Carp-
ing about line items just because of individual 
wants and needs is narrow-minded and short-
sighted. Pass the already-decimated Colchester 
town and education budgets! 

John Barnowski – Colchester
Note: Barnowski is a member of the Demo-

cratic Town Committee but said he is writing as 
a private citizen.

Before We Cut,
Let’s Look Again

To the Editor:
In my last two letters, I wrote about trust and 

the importance of protecting the opportunities 
that help our children discover their passions. 
Now I have another question: Have we really 
looked everywhere before asking our students 
to sacrifice?

At the recent Board of Education discussion, 
one member raised an idea that caught my at-
tention: Could administrative positions and 
responsibilities be reexamined before cutting 
programs that directly affect our children?

That seems like a reasonable question.
The current vacancy at Bacon Academy pres-

ents an opportunity to review how administra-
tive responsibilities are distributed throughout 
the district. Bacon unquestionably needs suf-
ficient day-to-day leadership and support, but 
must every position be filled exactly as it was 
before? Could existing administrative resources 
be reorganized, responsibilities reassigned, or 
the broader administrative structure adjusted 
to meet Bacon’s needs more efficiently? Have all 
reasonable options been explored?

That review should also include the assistant 
superintendent position. The district operated 
without an assistant superintendent in the past, 
so why shouldn’t the responsibilities and cost 
associated with that position be examined as 
part of the effort to find savings?

These aren’t unreasonable questions. They are 
the kind of questions taxpayers should expect 

Know Your Senior Center
And Vote for It

To the Editor:
A staff of three qualified, knowledgeable indi-

viduals and a great group of volunteers keep the 
Colchester Senior Center going.

A one-of-a-kind chef and his volunteer serv-
ers serve TVCCA meals every day. Coffee and 
snacks are available.

Three seasoned, qualified bus drivers offer 
medical, groceries, bank and pharmacy trans-
portation.

Some programs offered: art, craft and Mak-
ing Memories classes, wellness and computer 
classes, pool (not the water kind, cards, bingo, 
Mah Jong and many more.

If age 55-plus you can receive free Colches-
ter Senior Center membership if a Colchester 
resident, or $15 for out-of-town resident. Col-
chester members can use our gym that has new 
equipment, and Silver Sneakers insurance and 
other insurance might pay. We have at the cen-
ter some older seniors, one 104 years old, who 
come to socialize and make new friends and 
lunch.

We are in a budget freeze right now and pos-
sible jobs will be lost. The senior center is fund-
ed by the town budget.

You have a privilege to vote; please consider 
voting ‘yes’ to get funding for your center.

Kaye Chamberland – Colchester 

Jazz Band Coming
To the Editor:

The amazing Silk City Jazz Band will bring 
the spirit of the Swing era – and more – to Marl-
borough on Sept. 19 at the Marlborough Senior 
Center on School Street.

The 19-piece band’s performance will be part 
of the Senior Center’s 25th Birthday Celebra-
tion. Its repertoire includes favorites such as 
“Blue Skies,” “That’s Why the Lady Is a Tramp,” 
“Taking a Chance on Love,” “Somewhere” and 
“Misty.” A vocalist will also perform with the 
band.

The entire community is invited to join in 
the festivities. Come to listen. Come to dance. 
Come enjoy an afternoon of celebration with 
our seniors!

The festivities will begin at 1 p.m. with carica-
tures, vintage cars, cake and a brief welcoming 
ceremony highlighting the history of the Senior 
Center. The Jazz Band will play outdoors under 
a tent beginning at 2 p.m. 

Sept. 19 will be quite a day in Marlborough, 
as the Fife and Drum Corps will also be holding 
its parade and muster earlier in the day.

Marlborough is a happening place!
Dianne Dunn, Member

Marlborough Commission on Aging
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Real Affordability
for Colchester

To the Editor:
As chair of the Colchester Board of Finance, 

I often hear residents ask why building a budget 
can be so difficult. The answer is simple: our job 
is to balance affordability for taxpayers with the 
services, schools, programs, and infrastructure 
that make Colchester a great place to live.

Everyone wants taxes to be affordable. So 
do we. But every budget involves choices and 
trade-offs. In a small town like ours, both Town 
departments and our schools already operate 
with limited staffing and resources. That means 
every reduction has a real impact.

When people talk about deeper budget cuts, 
it is important to understand what is available 
to cut. Much of our spending is required by 
law, contract, or state mandate. What remains 
are the services or maintenance residents find 
value in…senior services, youth programs, li-
brary hours, transfer station hours, road main-
tenance, building repairs, and school programs 
and staffing.

The challenge is that what appears ‘cut-able’ 
today can often cost more tomorrow.

For example, maintaining roads/buildings 
regularly helps avoid costly reconstruction proj-
ects and major repairs later, funding school staff 
who support students with special education 
needs in Colchester is less expensive than send-
ing students to specialized programs outside 
town, and maintaining skilled in-house main-
tenance teams allow repairs to be completed by 
employees instead of higher cost outside con-
tractors.

Real affordability is not simply spending less 
this year. It means making smart investments 
that reduce long-term costs. Just as a homeown-
er fixes a small roof leak before it causes exten-
sive damage, towns must address needs before 
they become much more expensive problems. 
In addition, who isn’t paying more for things 
like groceries or home repairs now than a year 
or more ago? The same problem exists for our 
town and schools, we can’t do the same things 
with the same budget.

As Colchester voters head to the polls on 
Sept. 1 for Budget Referendum #3, I encourage 
everyone to think beyond the immediate cost 
of the budget and consider the cost of deeper 
reductions. For the average Colchester property 
owner, the impact of this budget is about $9 per 
month. The proposed Town and Board of Edu-
cation budgets reflect months of careful review 
and are designed to balance affordability with 
the needs of our community. I believe a ‘yes’ 
vote is the most responsible path forward.

Karen A. Belding, Chair
Colchester Board of Finance

Vote ‘Yes’ for Both Budgets
To the Editor:

Hello Colchester voters! You will be read-
ing competing narratives about the town and 
school budgets. You may have attended Board 
of Finance, Board of Selectman and/or Board 
of Education meetings over many months to 
review the needs of the school system and town. 
These meetings have offered opportunities for 
citizens’ comments and citizens’ questions. The 
information regarding the town and school sys-
tem (Board of Education) budgets is available 
to you. Both budgets (and the budget process) 
have been fully transparent. 

If you have not been able to participate in 
these meetings or access budget information, 
please know this: we are on budget referendum 
vote #3. Since the second referendum vote, an 
additional $577,010 has been cut from the BOE 
budget and $293,533 from the town budget. 
This referendum is a proposed 30.43 mil rate – 
an increase of 0.51, approximately $8.70/month 
for the average homeowner. This is a 1.7% in-
crease (much lower than the rate of inflation). 

Please do your civic duty and vote on Tues-
day, Sept. 1st. All voting is at Town Hall. Ab-
sentee ballots are available. Please check with 
the town clerk at Town Hall regarding absentee 
voting. Only 25% of eligible voters voted in the 
last referendum. Don’t let other people speak for 
you! I am confidently voting ‘yes’ for both the 
town and BOE budgets. 

Even if these budgets pass, we are already los-

Empathy?
To the Editor:

With yet another referendum approaching, 
we are unable to free ourselves from debating 
over the town and school budgets. This time, I 
am not going to tell anyone how I think they 
should vote. By now, anyone who reads these 
letters probably knows where I stand.

What I do want to address is the carefully 
constructed narrative surrounding these bud-
gets and what our votes supposedly say about 
us.

For months, we have been told these budgets 
represent more than dollars. They represent 
compassion, empathy, and caring about our stu-
dents, employees, neighbors, and community.

But is that actually true?
I am not an old man. I’m not even 45. Yet 

lately I feel like I come from a different era, one 
where saying we should “care about our neigh-
bors” actually meant caring about all of them.

We didn’t call spending millions on central 
office administration “caring about students” 
while classroom teachers struggle to pay for ba-
sic supplies. We didn’t call it “shared sacrifice” 
when leaders took more money for themselves 
while asking employees to accept less, take un-
paid days, or lose their jobs entirely.

And we certainly didn’t blame struggling 
families for those job losses simply because they 
literally do not have any more money to give.

Reelect Melissa Ziobron
To the Editor:

Melissa Ziobron gives a new meaning to 
dedication and hard work. In addition to a 
perfect 100% attendance in her six years at our 
state representative, she constantly attended 
functions throughout the 34th District to get 
feedback from her constituents about their con-
cerns. What impresses me the most is her abil-
ity to effectively work across party lines in the 
Democratic-controlled House to accomplish 
objectives that will benefit her constituents.

Melissa understands that the state has a 
spending problem and the answer is not to con-
tinue to raise taxes. She will continue to fight for 
a common sense budget that will eliminate tax 
burdens on small businesses, help create jobs 
and lower the cost of living so that individuals 
can afford to stay in Connecticut.

Please join me in reelecting Melissa Ziobron 
to the office of state representative. She works 
tirelessly for us and understands that it is our 
money that is being spent in Hartford.

Linda Ursin – East Hampton

ing teachers, instructional coaches and inter-
ventionists, sports at the middle school, most 
of World Language at the middle school, and a 
number of special education paraprofessionals. 
This is the impact of being on our third referen-
dum. If this does not pass, we have the potential 
to lose the JJIS band teacher and band stipend. 
We have already seen how a budget freeze is 
impacting our town transfer station and other 
town services. Please exercise your voting rights 
and vote ‘yes’ for both the town and Board of 
Education budgets.

Thank you,
Joanne Rose – Colchester

That is the part of this debate I am simply 
done with.

Somehow, we’ve reached a point where peo-
ple already struggling to stay afloat are lectured 
about compassion by people far more financially 
comfortable than they are. They’re told to suck it 
up, pay more, and accept a worsening financial 
position because supposedly it is in everyone’s 
best interest. If they say they cannot afford it, 
they’re accused of not caring about teachers, 
children, employees, or their town.

I grew up believing we were supposed to re-
ject that kind of attitude, not dress it up as em-
pathy.

Your vote belongs to you. You should vote for 
what you genuinely believe is best for yourself, 
your family, and this community. I will not fault 
anyone for voting differently than I do, and nei-
ther should anyone else.

But please don’t fall into the trap of believing 
your vote means you care more about Colches-
ter than the person voting differently. Someone 
telling you they cannot afford one more dollar 
isn’t telling you they don’t care. Sometimes, they 
simply don’t have one more dollar to give.

We should care about them too.
Jason LaChapelle – Colchester

See Letters, page 30



NEWS BULLETIN • August 28, 2026	 Page 9

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

R
E7

-3
1-

26

With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 8/31/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

We Accept Approved 
Personal Checks

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks 
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly 
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal. 

Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 8/31/26.

Includes: Engine oil replacement 
up to 6 qts. • New Mopar oil 

filter • Complete chassis lube • 
Fluid levels check • Inspect front 

suspension components

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Aug. 31: 9 a.m., Making Memories, 
Exercise w/ Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Flamingo 
Felting Class; 11 a.m., Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-
noon, Fitness Orientation; 12:30 p.m., Mah 
Jongg, Bridge, Setback.

Tuesday, Sept. 1: 9 a.m., Making Memories; 
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., 
Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Sept. 2: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology; 
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card 
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video, Mackinac Island Trip 
Presentation; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming. 

Thursday, Sept. 3: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne; 10 
a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga; noon, 
Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair Mas-
sage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes, Needlework Club.  

Friday, Sept. 4: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours, 
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30 
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 p.m., 
Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

National Senior Center Month: “Stayin’ 
Alive” – Happier Birthdays Happen Here: This 
September, the center is celebrating National Se-
nior Center Month with a 1970s “Stayin’ Alive” 
disco theme, which is paired with the national 
theme of “Happier Birthdays Happen Here,” 
celebrating the role that senior centers play in 
fostering creativity, connection, purpose, and 
resilience in later life.

A New Chapter: Presentation With the 
Barrs: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10:30 a.m. Mem-
bers Susan and Lincoln Barr have started a new 
chapter in their life as first-time author and il-
lustrator of a series of children’s books about a 
squirrel named Stanley. Susan writes the books 
and Lincoln illustrates them using AI tools on 
the computer. They have started their own busi-
ness, Popi Press, to market and self-publish the 
books that they sell through Amazon.

Movie Time – Forrest Gump: Tuesday, Sept. 
15, 9:30 a.m. The center said it has received 
several requests to show this movie again. The 
movie is two and a half hours long. This is a free 
program and popcorn will be served. 

Another Year Older Is a Bushel of Fun 
Luncheon: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m. All 
are invited to this this apple-themed luncheon. 
Colchester guitarist and vocalist Bobby C. will 
perform some favorites from the ‘70s. After the 
performance, enjoy a lunch of stuffed pork loin 
with cornbread stuffing, apple sauce, seasoned 

rice, broccoli, multigrain rolls and apple pie. 
Cost is $10 per person (60 years old and over). 
Space is limited.

Emergency Services Presentation: Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, 11 a.m. Members of the Colchester 
Fire and EMS Services will present information 
about the department’s services, organizational 
structure, and work it does to support and pro-
tect the community. They will also discuss how 
the department partners with other local stake-
holders and prepares for emergencies that may 
impact the community. This program is free and 
open to all.

Celebrate Colchester Volunteers Needed: 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 1-5 P.M. The center is look-
ing for volunteers to man its booth at Celebrate 
Colchester on the town green. At the booth, 
there will be information about the senior 
center, as well as a scavenger hunt that attend-
ees can participate in to win a small prize. The 
center is looking for volunteers who can work 
12:30-2:30 p.m. and 2:30-5 p.m. Call the office 
to sign up if you can help.

AARP Driver Safety Course: Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. You’ll learn the 
rules of the road, defensive driving techniques 
and how to operate your vehicle more safely, 
and you may qualify for a discount from your 
insurance provider. Open to anyone age 50 and 
over. Cost is $20 for AARP members and $25 
for non-members. Register by Sept. 18.

1970s Name That Tune: Monday, Sept. 28, 
10:30 a.m. Picture it: you jump in your car (may-
be a Firebird or a Datsun), head to McDonald’s 
for the new Quarter Pounder, and the Bee Gees 
are on the radio as Casey Kasem counts down; 
life is good. All are invited to come test your 
knowledge of ‘70s music (all genres – not just 
disco). This is a free program. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Groovy Birthday Party Finale: Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, 11 a.m. Celebrate birthdays (past, pres-
ent and those yet to come) and the end of senior 
center month with a giant ‘70s-inspired birth-
day cake. Bring a picture and/or story to share 
from one of your favorite birthday parties and 
play some nostalgic party games. The center will 
also draw the names of the disco ball scratch-off 
raffle winners. This is a free program. 

Birthday Cake Project: Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
2 p.m. Some families do not have the financial 
means to buy a birthday cake or the items to bake 
one. In honor of National Senior Center Month, 
the senior center will collect boxed cake mix, 
canned frosting, canned Sprite or other lemon-
lime flavored soda, 9x13 aluminum pans with 
plastic lids, and packaged birthday candles. On 
Sept. 30, gather together to make Birthday Cake 
kits for the Colchester Food Bank. If you are a se-
nior center member and would like to volunteer 
to make the kits, register with the office.

CCT to Hold Auditions for Frozen
Colchester Community Theatre has sched-

uled auditions for its February 2027 production 
of Disney’s Frozen through special arrangement 
with MTI. 

In the beautiful mountainous kingdom of Ar-
endelle, Princesses Anna and Elsa grow up shel-
tered inside their castle, isolated from the world 
and increasingly distant from each other. When 
Elsa is crowned queen, the magical powers she’s 
desperately tried to conceal from her sister take 
control, and she flees into the mountains. As a 
ferocious winter descends on Arendelle, Anna 
sets off on an epic journey to find Elsa and bring 
her home – with the help of hardworking ice 
harvester Kristoff, his loyal reindeer Sven, and 
a happy-go-lucky snowman named Olaf. Full 
of magic, humor, and a stunning musical score, 
Frozen is a powerful tale of sisterhood, accep-
tance, and finding the real meaning of true love.

Auditions will be held Sunday, Oct. 4, from 
2:30-4:30 p.m., and Monday, Oct. 5, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at the Congregation Ahavath Achim 
(Colchester Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave. 

Please prepare 32 bars of a song that showcases 
your voice. An accompanist will be provided. 
No a cappella or backing tracks, please. Sides 
from the show will be available at auditions. All 
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please 
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief 
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addi-
tional information regarding the musical, please 
visit www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. 
CCT is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 
16 and up. Young Anna and Young Elsa are open 
to performers in Grade 6 and up, while Olaf is 
open to performers in Grade 6 through adult. 
Please refer to the character breakdown on the 
website. 

For more information, email info@colches-
tercommunitytheatre.com.

Show dates for this production are Feb. 12, 
13 and 14. Anyone who is unable to attend the 
auditions on the above dates must contact us be-
fore Oct. 4 to make other arrangements.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 

the church’s Facebook page.
Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 

kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Market: The CLT Booth 
will be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the 
Green on Sundays, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. All are 
invited to stop by and learn more about the land 
trust.

Bobcats Football Continues to Build Foundation

Junior Colton LaFlash returns to help 
solidify the trenches as the Bobcats will 
lean on their offensive and defensive lines 
early and often this season. 

By Josh Howard
After posting a 5-5 record in the first year of 

a new regime, Bacon Academy/Lyman Memo-
rial football enters season two under head coach 
Sean Ladyga. 

The key for Ladyga in his second year at the 
helm will be replacing 17 players that exited the 
program following graduation. 

“It’s a big loss, but we’ve brought in a lot of 
new players to the program,” stated Ladyga. 
“We’ve got some new kids in the building that 
are working hard and it’s exciting to see what 
might transpire this year.”

With a slew of new faces at backs and receiv-
ers, the biggest task will be replacing nearly 98% 
of the team’s yardage production from a season 
ago.    

Quarterback Riddick Burroughs graduated 
after totaling 18 touchdowns (nine pass, nine 
rush), including a memorable six touchdown 
performance in his final game at the high school 
as the Bobcats beat rival RHAM to retain the 
“The Rail” trophy for the third straight season. 

Ladyga noted that this year’s team will lean 
on the guys in the trenches in the hopes of con-
trolling the line of scrimmage and grinding out 
wins. 

Returning starters Mason Steele (senior) and 
James Wissler (junior) return to anchor an of-
fensive line that has both skill and size advan-
tages over most opponents.  

Senior Landon Roderick (6’5”) and junior 
Colton LaFlash (6’1”) are expected to play ma-
jor roles on both sides of the line of scrimmage. 
Newcomer Miles Viggiani, a 6’1” senior, and 
Simon Parra, a 6’2” senior recovering from an 
injury, are also expected to be key cogs this fall.

Additionally, Kai Ruitto, a 6’6” tight end, will 
help pave the way in the run game and double 
as a receiver. 

Ladyga called his group up front the “heart 

and soul” of the team.
“We’ll be anchored by our offensive line,” ex-

pressed Ladyga. “They’ll be the heartbeat of our 
team.”

The second-year coach added that controlling 
the clock and playing field position will be es-
sential this season.

Thankfully, all-state kicker Mason Howard 
returns after connecting on five of seven field 
goals (including a program-record 42-yarder) 
and making 87% of his extra points as a sopho-
more. Ladyga said that Howard’s ability to split 
the uprights and pin opposing teams deep on 
kickoffs should allow the team to carry out their 
strategy.   

Howard, who started as a defensive back and 
played receiver a season ago, is again expected 
to be a factor in all three phases of the game.  

The plan is to lean on the running game early 
and often in the season, using a single-wing of-
fense that will hopefully wear down opposing 
teams. 

Vincenzo Arrigoni, who made an impact as a 
defensive back as a freshman, is part of a stable 
of backs that will help power the Bobcats run-
oriented offense this fall. 

Ladyga was previously an assistant coach at 
Bacon Academy in 2023 and prior to taking 
over the head coaching job, he was in charge 
of the football program at Thames River (pre-
viously St. Bernard/Norwich Tech) from 2013-
2016. 

Following his first official offseason at Bacon 
Academy, Ladyga said the returning players are 
better prepared and have hit the ground run-
ning this fall. 

“They understand my expectations and the 
guys that are returning are helping the new 
players understand where I‘m coming from as 
a coach and as a coaching staff,” stated Ladyga.  

The program is also entering its third season 

as a co-op as Bacon Academy joined forces with 
Lyman Memorial in 2024, welcoming in addi-
tional players from the surrounding areas.

Two Lyman players are back from a year ago 
and four more have entered the program this 
fall. 

The Bobcats will kick off the season on the 
road, visiting the Valley Panthers (Plainfield/
Quinebaug Valley co-op) two weeks from today.

The two teams battled late in the season a year 
ago, with the Panthers edging the Bobcats 27-24 
on Nov. 8. 

In the rematch this season, the Eastern Con-
necticut Conference (ECC) Division III foes 
will clash at Plainfield High School on Friday, 
Sept. 11 at 6 p.m.

“It’s a great division game for us to open up 
the season,” noted Ladyga, “We’re looking to 
run our base offense and grind things out. If 
we could execute and come away with a victory 
in that one it would be a great way to start the 
season.”

Following two straight games on the road, the 
team will host East Lyme for their home opener 
on Friday, Sept. 25 at 6 p.m. 

It will be the first game for the Bobcats on 
the recently installed turf field and under the 
improved lighting at the team’s facilities at the 
high school. 

Ladyga said his players are excited to break in 
the new turf, which is slated to be completed by 
Labor Day, and noted that the entire coaching 
staff is preaching “execution” and “accountabil-

ity” this fall.  
“It’s a great group of kids that are very coach-

able,” expressed Ladyga “We’re very excited to 
see what these guys can do and it’s exciting to 
see what kind of product we put on the field.”
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Free, Reduced-Price Lunch Info

Colchester Public Schools has announced its policy for determining eligibility of children who 
may receive free or reduced-price meals served under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 
and School Breakfast Program (SBP).

Local school officials have adopted the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Income Eligibil-
ity Guidelines (IEGs) for family size and income criteria for determining eligibility. The following 
income guidelines will be used in Connecticut from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027, for determining 
participant’s eligibility for free and reduced-price school meals in the Child Nutrition Programs 
(CNP).

Income Guidelines for Child Nutrition Programs:
July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027

Free Meals

Reduced-Price Meals

The income calculations above are based on the following formulas:
· monthly income is calculated by dividing the annual income by 12;
· twice monthly income is computed by dividing annual income by 24;
· income received every two weeks is calculated by dividing annual income by 26; and
· weekly income is computed by dividing annual income by 52.
All numbers are rounded upward to the next whole dollar.
Students residing in households with income at or below the levels shown in the chart above are 

eligible for free or reduced-price school meals or free milk through the SMP. Free/reduced-meal ap-
plication packets will be sent home with each student on the first day of school. This packet will also 
be available on the Colchester Public Schools website and hard copies will be available in the main 
office at each of our schools. To apply for free or reduced-price school meals, households should 
fill out the application and return it to the school. Only one application is required per household 
and an application for free or reduced-price school meals cannot be approved unless it contains 
complete eligibility information as indicated on the application and instructions.

The information provided on the application is confidential and will be used only for the pur-
poses of determining eligibility and for administration and enforcement of the lunch, breakfast 
programs. Additionally, all school-aged students in income-eligible households can receive school 
meal benefits regardless of a student’s immigration status and the district/school does not release 
information for immigration-related purposes in the usual course of operating the CNPs. Note that 
the district may share your eligibility information with education, health, social service, and nutri-
tion programs to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their programs, auditors for 
program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help them look into violations of program rules. 
This information may also be verified at any time during the school year by school or other program 
officials. Applications may be submitted at any time during the year.

No application is required if the district directly certifies a student based on a household member 
receiving assistance from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or the Tempo-
rary Family Assistance (TFA) program. All students in these households are eligible for free school 
meals or free milk through the SMP. The school district will notify households receiving assistance 
under the SNAP/TFA programs of their eligibility and all enrolled students residing in the house-
hold will be offered free school meals or free milk through the SMP unless the household notifies 
the determining official that it chooses to decline benefits. If any students were not listed on the 
eligibility notice, the household should contact the district or school to have free meal benefits 
extended to those students. Households receiving SNAP or TFA benefits for their children should 
only submit an application if they are not notified of their eligibility by Sept. 15, 2026.

Some students may be directly certified for free or reduced-price meals based on HUSKY A 
(Medicaid). No application is required if the district directly certifies a student based on participa-
tion in HUSKY A (Medicaid). Students in these households are likely eligible for free or reduced-
priced meal and will be notified of their eligibility and their children will be offered free or reduced-
price school meals, unless the household notifies the determining official that it chooses to decline 
benefits. If any students were not listed on the eligibility notice, the household should contact the 
district or school to have free or reduced-price school meals benefits extended to those students.

Additionally, some students may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals or free milk through 
the SMP if the students were determined to be eligible for Summer Electronic Benefits (S-EBT). No 

Household Size Annual gross 
income

Monthly gross 
income

Twice per month Every two weeks 
gross income

Weekly gross 
income

1 29,526 2,461 1,231 1,136 568
2 40,034 3,337 1,669 1,540 770
3 50,542 4,212 2,106 1,944 972
4 61,050 5,088 2,544 2,349 1,175
5 71,558 5,964 2,982 2,753 1,377
6 82,066 6,839 3,420 3,157 1,579
7 92,574 7,715 3,858 3,561 1,781
8 103,082 8,591 4,296 3,965 1,983

Each additional 
family member

10,508 876 438 405 203

Household Size Annual gross 
income

Monthly gross 
income

Twice per month Every two weeks 
gross income

Weekly gross 
income

1 20,748 1,729 865 798 399
2 28,132 2,345 1,173 1,082 541
3 35,516 2,960 1,480 1,366 683
4 42,900 3,575 1,788 1,650 825
5 50,284 4,191 2,096 1,934 967
6 57,668 4,806 2,403 2,218 1,109
7 65,052 5,421 2,711 2,502 1,251
8 72,436 6,037 3,019 2,786 1,393

Each additional 
family member

7,384 616 308 284 142

application is required if the district determines that a student is eligible for free or reduced-price 
meals or free milk due to participation in S-EBT. Students in these households are likely eligible for 
free or reduced-priced meal benefits and will be notified of their eligibility and their children will 
be offered free or reduced-price school meals or free milk accordingly, unless the household noti-
fies the determining official that it chooses to decline benefits. If any students were not listed on the 
eligibility notice, the household should contact the district or school to have free or reduced-price 
school meals or milk benefits extended to those students.

If a student is not directly certified, the household should complete and submit a free and re-
duced-price meal application form. The application for households receiving SNAP or TFA benefits 
require the SNAP or TFA client ID number and the households may be asked to provide proof of 
the SNAP or TFA client ID number. The signature of an adult household member is also required.

Students in households participating in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) may be eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. Please com-
plete and submit a free and reduced-price meal application or contact the determining official 
for more information. For a tutorial on how to complete the application, see the video at vimeo.
com/777367788.

When known to the district/school, households will be notified of any student’s eligibility for free 
school meals if the individual student is “Other Source Categorically Eligible” because the student 
is categorized as either: homeless; runaway as defined by law and determined by the district’s or 
school’s homeless liaison; or enrolled in an eligible Head Start or pre-kindergarten class as defined 
by law. Households with students who are categorically eligible under Other Source Categorically 
Eligible Programs should complete and submit a free and reduced-price meal application and check 
off the relevant box. Questions should be directed to the determining official. For any student not 
listed on the eligibility notice, the households should contact the school or determining official 
about any student also eligible under one of these programs or should submit an income application 
for the other students.

Households notified of their children’s eligibility must contact the determining official or school 
if it chooses to decline the free school meal benefits. If households/students are not notified by the 
district/school of their free meal benefits and they receive benefits under qualifying public assis-
tance programs or under Other Source Categorically Eligible Programs, the parent/guardian should 
contact the determining official for their school.

Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, are cat-
egorically eligible for free school meals. A foster parent does not have to complete a free/reduced-
price school meal application if they can submit a copy of the legal document or legal court order 
showing that the student is a foster child. Additionally, a foster child may be included as a member 
of the foster family if the foster family chooses to also apply for benefits. If the foster family is not 
eligible for free or reduced-price school meal benefits, it does not prevent a foster child from receiv-
ing free school meals. A foster child’s eligibility for free school meals does not automatically extend 
to all students in the household.

Free and reduced-price school meals application forms for all other households require a state-
ment of total household income, household size, and names of all household members. The last four 
digits of the social security number of an adult household member must be included or a statement 
that the household member does not have one. The adult household member must also sign the 
application certifying that the information provided is correct.

Under the provisions of the policy for determining eligibility for free and reduced-price school 
meals, the District Nutrition Program Coordinator, 860-537-9421 or email lranheim@colchesterct.
org will review applications and determine students’ eligibility for free or reduced-price school 
meals. If a parent/guardian is dissatisfied with the ruling of the determining official, they may wish 
to discuss the decision with the determining official on an informal basis. If they wish to make a 
formal appeal, a request either orally or in writing, may be made to Jessica Kuckel, Assistant Su-
perintendent, 860-537-7267, 127 Norwich Avenue, Suite 202, Colchester CT 06415 for a hearing to 
appeal the decision.

The policy contains an outline of the hearing procedure. Each school and the central office of the 
school district have a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by an interested party.

If a household member becomes unemployed or if household size changes at any time, the 
household should contact the school to file a new free and reduced-price school meals application. 
Such changes may make the students of the household eligible for reduced-price school meals, free 
school meals, or free milk, if the household income falls at or below the levels shown in the Income 
Eligibility Guidelines.

Questions regarding the free and reduced-price school meals application process may be di-
rected to the determining official at 860-537-9421. A video tutorial on how to complete a free and 
reduced-price school meals application can be viewed at vimeo.com/777367788.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or 
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.
usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-
9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, ad-
dress, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an 
alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 3. email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 9/30/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


Celebrate Colchester Returns Sept. 19
Celebrate Colchester, a family-friendly 

community festival that brings together resi-
dents, local businesses, organizations, arti-
sans and performers, will return next month. 

The event will be held Saturday, Sept. 19, 
from 1-5 p.m., on the Town Green.

Visitors can enjoy a variety of activities 
throughout the day, including: Local arti-
san and community vendors, Interactive ac-
tivities for children and families, live DJ and 
concert with Sister Funk, food vendors and 
sweet treats, community organization exhib-
its, games, giveaways and raffle opportuni-
ties, bounce house, face-painting and Touch 
A Truck.

Celebrate Colchester emphasizes com-
munity involvement by featuring local busi-
nesses, nonprofits, schools, clubs, and civic 
organizations. Vendors are encouraged to 

create engaging, family-friendly experiences 
by offering an activity at their booth, helping 
to make the event interactive for attendees of 
all ages.

Proceeds from vendor raffle basket dona-
tions benefit the Colchester Parks & Recre-
ation Day Camp Scholarship Fund, helping 
ensure that local children have the opportu-
nity to participate in summer camp regardless 
of financial circumstances.

Celebrate Colchester is presented by Col-
chester Parks & Recreation. For current event 
information, visit www.colchesterct.gov/rec-
reation-department.

Local vendors, businesses and organiza-
tions are welcome to participate in the event; 
if interested, email parksandrec@colchesterct.
gov or call the office at 860-537-7297.



NEWS BULLETIN • August 28, 2026	 Page 11

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

YOU 
LIST...

WE SELL!

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance 

to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details. R
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232 S. Main St.
Clean, 1 bed includes 
utilities, trash, snow removal, 
landscape, washer & dryer. 
Close to shopping and  bus 
line. Lease and credit check  
required.

COLCHESTER	 $1675/mo

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

1/1 HEAT/HOT WATER INCL.

168 Waterhole Rd. Beautiful 
3 bed Gambrel. Newer 
windows, kitchen and flooring. 
5-car heated garage. Beautifully 
landscaped property. Don’t 

COLCHESTER	 $524,900

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

wait! Move-in ready!

BEAUTIFUL GAMBREL

Call Nick for details
860-334-2868

65 Falls Bashan Rd. Clean 3 
bed, 2 bath ranch with 2 car 
garage close to 4 nearby lakes 
and pond. See this one soon!

EAST	HADDAM	 $389,900

CLOSEDCLOSED
$587,000!$587,000!

3 BED, 3 BATH 14 ACRE DOME

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

104 Music Vale One of only 7 
dome homes in CT. Situated on 
a flat 14 acre lot with a 28’x36’ 
barn. Possible future equestrian 
use with open pastures or farming 
on agriculturally significant land. 
Ready to occupy, just bring your livestock.

SALEM	 $599,500

CLOSEDCLOSED

UNDERUNDER
CONTRACTCONTRACT

ABOVE LISTABOVE LIST

Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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History Museum 
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of 
December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s 
Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can also 
experience histories of people and places in the 
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester 
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or 860-537-3240.

Zumba Classes
Colchester Parks and Recreation is offering a 

pair of Zumba classes on Sundays, Aug. 23 and 
30, at the Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis 
Lane.

Zumba + Lift, a music-driven fitness pro-
gram, meets Sundays from 11 a.m.-noon, and 
fee is $12. 

Zumba Gold, a low-impact, modified version 
of the standard Zumba fitness program, meets 
Sundays from 10-10:50 a.m. Fee is $12. Mini-
mum number of participants needed is five, and 
maximum is 20.

For more information, visit www.colchester-
ct.gov/recreation-department or call 860-537-
7297.

St. Andrew Church Cemetery Notice
Members of Guardian Angels Parish are 

working to clear St. Andrew New Cemetery 
and to help us preserve the beauty and dignity 
of this sacred place, we are working to clear the 
cemetery of items that interfere with mowing, 
routine maintenance, and the overall appear-
ance of the grounds.

Families are asked to visit their loved one’s 
gravesite and remove any glass lights, rocks, ce-
ramic pots, shepherd’s hooks, planted flowers, 
shrubs, trees, or other decorative items that are 
not permitted under the cemetery’s Rules and 
Regulations.

Please note the following:
Decorations are limited to one display per lot 

in a portable plastic or metal rectangular box 

placed no more than 10 inches from the monu-
ment.

As stated in the cemetery Rules and Regula-
tions, trees, shrubs, flowers, bric-a-brac, light-
ing, and other plantings placed in the ground 
are not permitted and may be removed without 
notice.

Any non-permitted items remaining in the 
cemetery may be removed as part of this clean-
up effort to ensure the cemetery can be main-
tained safely and respectfully.

If you have any questions, please refer to the 
Rules and Regulations that accompany your 
cemetery deed, or call the Guardian Angels Par-
ish Office at 860-537-2355.

Setback League
Starting Up

The St. Joseph’s Polish Club setback league 
starts Thursday, Sept. 3, at 6:45 p.m. Teams of 
two play seven games Thursday evenings for 28 
weeks, followed by playoffs and a league ban-
quet. 

For more information or to sign up call Deb 
Crider at 860-204-1555 or Cindy Hardy at 860-
823-9278.

Resident Produces 
9/11-Inspired Tribute 

Colchester resident Robert Carley has a new 
photo exhibit, which will go on display at Slater 
Memorial Museum in Norwich on Sept. 12 and 
run through early December. 

About 150 photos from all over the country 
will be displayed, with stories about how Car-
ley located them. For 25 years, Carley has been 
chronicling 9/11-inspired flag tributes with his 
camera, and has traveled to 46 states. 

Garden Club
‘Plants and More Sale’
Colchester Garden Club is having its 

fourth annual “Plants and More Sale” on 
Sunday, Sept. 20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at 35 
Hayward Ave. 

There will be locally grown perennials, 
houseplants, garden tools, handmade gifts, 
flower pots, and more. Purchases help the 
Colchester Garden Club with its programs 
including community beautification, senior 
center activities, youth gardening, and pub-
lic educational programs.

AARP Meets Sept. 8
The September meeting of the Colchester-ar-

ea chapter of AARP will be held Tuesday, Sept. 
8, t the Colchester Senior Center. The board will 
meet in the conference room at noon. Members 
will meet in the senior center at 12:30 p.m., and 
are asked to bring refreshments to share.

As the chapter renews its meetings in Sep-
tember, the topic will be “Building Bonds: A 
Fun Start to Our Year” presented by member 
Noreen Bibee. This will be a casual meeting to 
learn a little more about each other. 

All seniors in Colchester and surrounding 
towns are invited to attend.

Christian Life 
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor. All are welcome. 

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
Kids learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Bible Baptist Church News
Colchester Bible Baptist Church holds Sun-

day School at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Sunday 
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. There 
is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd., 
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. Pastor 
Scott Rosen can be emailed at pastor@colches-
terbible.org, and the church website is www.col-
chesterbible.org.

Ukrainian Catholic 
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St. 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood 
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
the Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-
ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

Deadline Soon for Golf Classic
The Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire 

Company (CHVFC) annual Golf Classic 
will be held Monday, Sept. 21, at Blackledge 
Country Club in Hebron – and the deadline 
to register is fast approaching. 

The CHVFC is a nonprofit organization 
that has been providing service to the Town 
of Colchester and its neighboring commu-
nities since 1854. The tournament is held to 

raise funds to support our school scholarship 
fund, recruitment, retention and maintain the 
fire company’s Schuster Park training facility 
and event venue. 

If you are interested in being a sponsor 
or player, email CHFD28golftournament@
gmail.com, or visit the CHVFC Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/ColchesterFD.

Golfers must register by Sept. 12.
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 9/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 9/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and 
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays 
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone 
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both 
groups are on hiatus for the summer months. 
All rehearsals take place at CHF from 7-8:30 
p.m. and will resume Tuesday, Sept. 22, for the 
Choir and Thursday, Sept. 24, for the Praise 
Band. New voices and instruments are always 
welcome.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA): Meetings for this ministry will start 
Sunday, Sept. 27 in the CHF Parish House, af-
ter the 10 a.m. Mass. The sessions will run 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. and are open to adults who wish to 
join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults who 

have not yet completed the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn 
more about their faith. Email ocia@goodshep-
herdct.org for more information and to register.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Sept. 13. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day. 
The next due date is Sept. 22. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Faith Formation: Teachers are needed for the 
2026-27 faith formation classes. Classes meet 
on Sunday mornings at CHF. Call Nina Rome-
ro-Caron at 860-228-3727 ext. 108 or email her 
at parishdre@goodshepherdct.org to sign up or 
for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community 
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s 
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working 
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, 
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. 
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment 
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side 
garage door). Donations can also be brought to 
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in 
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through 
September.

Parish Picnic: The second annual parish 
picnic will be held Sunday, Sept. 20, at Colum-
bia Recreation Park. See the parish bulletin for 
more information.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.

Spruced-Up Sanctuary… The members of Christ Lutheran Church recently 
celebrated their first worship service after they successfully completed a major 
renovation/upgrade of the sanctuary, which included installation of all new Carpet 
and fresh paint on all walls and the ceilings. Members supported the project with a 
capital fund drive and then provided a lot of the labor to move all furniture as well 
as remove and re-install all the pews once the contracts finished the painting and 
rug work.  All are welcome worship Sundays at 9 a.m. in the upgraded sanctuary.

Local Solar Project Under State Review
By Toriana Williams

A large solar project is being proposed on 
Meeting House Road, and the Hebron Town 
Council is getting ready to take a closer look 
before deciding how the town should respond.

Hebron Solar One, LLC, and Verogy Hold-
ings, LLC, have asked the Connecticut Siting 
Council to approve a 3-megawatt solar project 
at 52 Meeting House Road. The companies say 
the project would provide clean energy while 
having little effect on the environment.

The Town Council held a special meeting 
on Thursday, Aug. 27, to decide whether the 
town should seek party or intervener status in 
the state review. Town Council Chair Tiffany 
Thiele, a Democrat, said the town will take time 
to study the proposal.

“The town will examine all documentation 
provided to the Connecticut Siting Council and 
will look at other projects this developer has 
worked on,” said Thiele.

The project would be built on roughly 20 
acres of a larger roughly 63-acre property at 52 
Meeting House Road. The property is currently 
undeveloped, includes farm fields, wooded ar-
eas and is privately owned, according to Hebron 
Solar One’s petition filing.

The proposed solar array would include thou-
sands of solar panels mounted on metal racks. 
The project plans call for 4,770 First Solar Pan-
els and 2,625 Phono Solar panels. The panels 
would use a tracking system that allows them to 
follow the sun during the day.

The project is expected to produce about 5.86 
million kilowatt-hours of electricity during its 
first year, and the company said that would be 
enough electricity to power about 820 homes.

The solar field would be connected to the 
existing electric system along Meeting House 
Road, a new gravel driveway would be added 
to the property and the solar equipment would 

be surrounded by a seven-foot-high chain-link 
fence.

The project would also have a controlled gate, 
in which Hebron emergency workers would be 
given access to the site. The company said the 
facility could be shut down remotely during an 
emergency.

State Has Final Say
One of the biggest potential issues for the 

town is how much control Hebron will ulti-
mately have over the project. Thiele stressed that 
the project is not being built on town property.

“First and foremost, this is a private property 
transaction - no town land is being used for this 
project,” she said. She also pointed out that the 
Connecticut Siting Council has the power to 
make the final decision.

“Second, the Connecticut Siting Council pre-
empts local control - including the Town Coun-
cil and the Planning and Zoning Commission,” 
said Thiele.

The developers have asked the Siting Council 
for a declaratory ruling saying that the project 
does not need a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need. State law allows 
the Siting Council to approve certain energy 
projects of up to 65 megawatts if they meet state 
air and water quality rules and do not cause a 
major environmental problem.

Thiele said the town still plans to gather in-
formation and help residents understand how 
they can take part in the state process.

“The town will pursue all avenues of gather-
ing all relevant information for residents, in-
cluding sharing when folks can provide public 
comment to the Siting Council,” she said.

Noise and Neighbor Concerns
Noise is one potential issue the town plans to 

examine.
Verogy said the project has been designed so 

that noise from the equipment should not be 
heard outside the solar array.

“The design and technology used in the He-
bron Solar One project are engineered so that 
no noise will be audible beyond the array area’s 
boundaries,” said the company.

Verogy said it has conducted more than a 
dozen noise studies at similar solar projects and 
that the same design is being used in Hebron. It 
also pointed to the distance between the solar 
array and nearby homes.

“The array’s location, 1,000 feet from the 
nearest residence, further mitigates any poten-
tial noise impact,” said Verogy. 

“That said, Verogy stands behind every proj-
ect it develops, builds and operates and is com-
mitted to addressing any issue that does arise,” 
said the company.

The Town Council also plans to discuss 
whether Hebron could create “good neighbor” 
zoning rules that deal with noise.

“The Town Council will discuss the feasibility 
of ‘good neighbor’ zoning regulations that ad-
dress noise concerns from any source, not just 
a specific business using private land in a lawful 
manner,” said Thiele.

What Would Change?
The solar project would change part of the 

property from farmland and woodland to a so-
lar facility and grass-covered area.

About 12 acres of existing meadow would be 
reseeded, about 4.5 acres of woodland would 
be cleared and reseeded and some trees would 
also need to be removed so they do not shade 
the solar panels. The developers said most of the 
project would be built in an existing meadow 
that has been used for farming.

The company said the project would not af-
fect core forest areas. It also received a state re-
view that said the project is not likely to harm 
known threatened or endangered species.

Construction Could Begin in 2027
If the project is approved, construction is ex-

pected to begin in spring 2027 and estimated to 
take about seven months. Work would include 
installing the solar panels, metal racks, electri-
cal equipment, fencing and utility connections.

Once the project is running, the company 

said the site would be mostly unmanned. Work-
ers would visit for inspections and maintenance 
as needed.

Possible Benefits
The developers shared that the project would 

provide benefits beyond producing electricity.
The project was selected for Connecticut’s 

Shared Clean Energy Facility (SCEF) program. 
Under that program, some low and moderate-
income customers, small businesses and other 
customers can receive credits on their electric 
bills from the power produced by the project.

Verogy estimated that the Hebron project 
could provide about $146,000 in yearly electric 
savings for low and moderate-income house-
holds and other utility customers for 20 years.

The company also expects the project to be-
come a new taxpayer in Hebron, paying about 
$30,000 each year in personal property taxes.

“Through SCEF, Connecticut low and mod-
erate-income energy customers are selected to 
enroll as ‘subscribers,’” said the Verogy.

The company said those customers would re-
ceive a credit on their monthly electric bills for 
part of the power produced by the project, at no 
cost to them.

Next Steps
For now, the project remains under review by 

the Connecticut Siting Council. The town is de-
ciding how closely it wants to take part in that 
process.

The project developers said the solar array 
will have limited visibility from nearby areas be-
cause of the land’s shape and existing trees. They 
plan to keep much of the vegetation along Meet-
ing House Road to help hide the panels.

“The project has been designed to preserve 
as much of the existing vegetated buffer along 
Meeting House Road as possible,” said Verogy. 
“Given the preservation of the vegetated buffer 
and this setback, offsite views of the project are 
expected to be very limited.”

For the Town Council, the next step is learn-
ing more.

“We welcome the opportunity to work with 
our colleagues on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission on this matter,” said Thiele.

Historical Society
to Open Monthly

On Sundays, Sept. 6, Oct. 7 and Nov. 8, from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m., the Hebron Historical Society, 
located at 26 Main St., will open its doors and 
welcome visitors to see its America 250 exhibit, 
which traces Hebron’s development from 10,000 
years ago to modern suburb. 

“Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of Cyber-
space” is an exhibit organized around the theme 
that the land in Hebron has been shaped by the 
people and events that occurred in its past and 
will continue to be reshaped it in the future. 

Changes in the land due to global, national 
and regional events have all affected Hebron.  
The goal of the exhibit “Defining a Sense of Place 
in an Age of Cyberspace” is to allow visitors an 
opportunity to understand how a small town 
became interconnected with a wider world.
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St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services 
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the 
parish hall. Rite 1 will be celebrated through La-
bor Day weekend. The service is streamed live 
on Facebook; visit www.stpetershebron.com to 
join. St. Peter’s will return to two Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. on Sept. 13. 

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m., via Zoom. Call the office at 860-228-
3244 for Zoom information.

Sunday School Registration: Registration 
will begin in early September. Contact the office 
for information.

Roast Turkey Community Dinner: Satur-
day, Sept. 19 beginning at 4 p.m. All meals will 
be takeout. A portion of proceeds will be direct-
ed to Tara Farm Rescue, a local nonprofit ani-
mal sanctuary for abused or neglected animals. 

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect: 
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden 
Group: Mondays at 4 p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s 
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday 
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St. 
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  All 
are welcome.

Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The weekly bulletin is at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church.

Worship – Summer Hours in Effect: Sun-
day worship is at 9:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. The church will return to 
fall hours on Sunday, Sept. 20, with worship at 
10 a.m. and coffee hour at 11 a.m.

This Week: Saturday, Aug. 29, 9:30 a.m., 
Wise Warrior Yoga in Garden; Sunday, Aug. 30, 
9:30 a.m., Worship Service with August Youth 
Birthday Celebration; Sunday, Aug. 30, 11 a.m., 
Church World Service Kit Assembly in Fellow-
ship Hall; Monday, Aug. 31, 9:30 a.m., Online 

Bible Study via Zoom; Tuesday, Sept. 1, 7:30 
p.m., AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day, Sept. 2, 9:30 a.m., Wise Warrior Yoga in the 
Garden; Wednesday, Sept. 2, 10:45 a.m., Book 
Group in the Social Hall; Thursday, Sept. 3, 7 
p.m., Deacons Meeting in Parish House Confer-
ence Room.

Upcoming Events: Church World Services 
Hygiene Kit Assembly: Sunday, Aug. 30, 11 
a.m. Help pack essential supplies for those in 
need.

Card-Making with Gayle: Create one-of-a-
kind seasonal cards Thursday, Sept. 24, at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $15 per class with a portion of proceeds 
benefitting the Connecticut Food Bank.

Sunday School Kickoff: Celebrate the fall 
kickoff of Gilead’s Sunday School and Youth 
Group programs during worship on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, at 10 a.m. Registration is now open; 
contact the church office to have your kid in-
cluded.
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New Treasure Trove Opens in Hebron

Kim Latshaw (left) and Jennifer Barber (right) are the co-owners of a new “antique, 
vintage and new” store in Hebron: The Weathered Roost.

By Toriana Williams
On a busy day at The Weathered Roost, cus-

tomers might stop by the shop looking for an 
antique, leave with a vase and walk away al-
ready planning their next visit. That’s just the 
shopping experience co-owners Kim Latshaw 
and Jennifer Barber hoped to create when they 
opened their curated vintage, antique and new-
finds shop on 30 Main St. in June.

The two friends have filled the store with fur-
niture, decorations, knick-knacks, clothing and 
plenty of pieces meant to bring back memories, 
and they have just as much fun finding those 
treasures as their customers are when buying 
them.

“The shopping is the fun part,” Latshaw 
smiled.

The Weathered Roost opened on June 17, just 
one month after the women signed the lease. 
The quick turnaround was a little surprising, 
even for the owners.

“It was a very short time,” said Barber. “We 
walked in, we painted a little bit. We spruced it 
up a little bit, and made it our own.”

The store grew out of a friendship that’s barely 
a year old now and significantly newer when the 
two started talking about their shared dream of 
having a store of their own.

“We started talking about what we’d always 
wanted to do, and it was to have our own shop,” 
said Barber.

Their first possibility was a smaller location 
in Colchester. Then, Latshaw happened to drive 
through Hebron during the Harvest Fair and 
noticed a “For Lease” sign.

“I was like, ‘Ooh,’” she recalled. “So the next 
day, Jen and I came and looked at it and went 
from there.”

The Hebron location had more room for the 
kind of variety the women wanted to offer. The 
Weathered Roost is not meant to be a tradi-
tional antique store. Instead, the owners choose 
pieces that fit their vision, mixing old and new.

“It’s antique, vintage and new,” said Latshaw.
Barber shared that the goal is to have some-

thing for everyone, even if “something” is as 
simple as a greeting card.

“It’s something for everyone,” she said. “The 
new, the old.”

The pair have already learned that their cus-
tomers very much appreciate that variety.

“People come in and buy cards and say, ‘Oh, 
thank God, I don’t have to go to CVS now,’” Bar-
ber said with a laugh.

During their conversations, there’s a friendly 
kind of banter between the two owners. They’ve 
quickly developed a rhythm despite knowing 
each other for such a short time.

Running a business, even with a friend, is ex-
pected to be a difficult task for anyone. 

Their biggest challenge, however, may not be 
running the business at all. It may be stopping 
themselves from buying up all the merchandise 
before customers get a chance.

Barber recalled walking into the store one day 
and seeing a piece Latshaw had placed on top of 
a green cabinet.

“I go over there, and I’m like, ‘I want to buy 
that,” Barber chuckled.

Then there was the rooster.
Near the beginning of the store’s opening, 

the women found a metal rooster they thought 
could become their mascot. There was no price 
on it, but eventually a customer asked about 
buying it.

“We kind of looked at each other like, ‘Am I 
really going to sell it?’” Barber said. She did.

“It’s got a good home,” Latshaw said, reassur-
ing her friend. But Barber has, happily, regretted 
the decision ever since.

“We won’t find another rooster like that,” she 
said.

The women find their merchandise, such as 
this magnificent metal rooster, at auctions, es-
tate sales, flea markets and vintage shows. Their 
backgrounds have helped prepare them for the 
hunt.

Latshaw spent more than 40 years in corpo-
rate retail and said she was ready for something 
different. “I was so done,” she said.

Her connection to antiques and vintage items 
goes back even further. Her mother owned a 
shop for many years, and Latshaw had dreamed 
of one day working alongside her.

“I’ve always thought of this, always, since I 
was probably in my 30s,” she said.

That dream never happened with her mother, 
who passed away, but The Weathered Roost 
gave Latshaw a chance to create something of 
her own.

“I wanted to work for myself and have my 
own store. Now it’s our store,” she smiled.

Barber brings her own history to the busi-
ness. Before moving to Connecticut, she had 
several antique booths in Pennsylvania and 
spent around 20 years doing that work. Her love 
for antiques started young.

“My parents had antiques, so I, at a young 

age, really appreciated their style,” said Barber.
After moving to Connecticut, Barber found 

herself at a crossroads following the passing of 
her parents. “It was just like, what am I going 
to do after that?” she asked. “Because I’ve been 
taking care of them.”

Opening the store came at a difficult time, but 
it also gave her something new to focus on.

“The timing was right, but yet difficult, so a 
good distraction,” she decided.

The community’s response has made the de-
cision even more rewarding.

Customers have traveled from surrounding 
towns, and even states, after seeing the store on 
social media. Some return again and again, and 
others bring friends and family.

Latshaw said one customer came back three 
times in a single Saturday after thinking about 
an item she wanted.

“It’s been an amazing welcome,” said Latshaw.
The owners have also been surprised by how 

many younger shoppers have embraced vintage 
pieces.

“This generation is definitely a vintage gen-
eration,” said Barber. Latshaw agreed, saying in-
terest in vintage items is “coming back.”

For older customers, those same pieces can 
bring back memories.

“They’re like, ‘My grandfather had this,’ or, 
‘My mother had this,’” said Latshaw. “I’ve had 
customers cry.”

The store’s success has also created a strong 
connection between the owners and their cus-
tomers. The women keep a notebook where shop-
pers can suggest things they would like to see.

One customer, for example, wanted donkey-
themed items. That led Latshaw down a new 
rabbit hole after she learned about Hebron’s 
donkey museum.

“Now our hunt, when we’re out there buying, 
is anything donkeys,” she said.

The owners even buy items from customers, 
although they currently do not operate on a 

consignment model.
The Weathered Roost is also becoming part 

of the larger Hebron community. The owners 
held a vintage marker outside the store that they 
described as their best day so far. Now, they’re 
already thinking about future events, such as 
another market, a customer appreciation night 
and events around the holidays.

For Latshaw and Barber, the store isn’t a suc-
cess because of how many pieces they sell or the 
money they make. It’s a success because of who 
comes in through the doors.

“If it wasn’t for the community, we wouldn’t 
be where we are right now. The community is as 
important to us as we are to them,” said Barber.

Latshaw echoed that feeling. “I definitely 
want to thank the customers, the community,” 
she said.

After years of working in retail and collect-
ing antiques, Latshaw has finally built the kind 
of store she always imagined. Barber has found 
a new chapter after moving to Connecticut. And 
somehow, two women who had known each oth-
er for less than a year managed to turn a shared 
dream into a storefront in a matter of months.

Barber admitted that, at first, the speed of it 
all was a little overwhelming. But now, the two 
seem right at home. Their next big excitement 
is easy to guess. When asked what she was most 
looking forward to, Latshaw answered without a 
moment’s hesitation.

“Christmas.”

Monthly Herb Circle
All new and experienced herbalists, tea drink-

ers, plant lovers, gardeners and more are invited 
to the next Monthly Herb Circle Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, at 6 p.m., at Wildcraft Herb Shoppe, 70 
Main St., Unit B.

September’s topic is “Herbs for a Robust Im-
mune System.” Meet the herbs, drink tea, and 
have herby fellowship.

Cost is $10 to Wildcraft for herbs.
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A Helping Hand… JoAnn Osmond, right, the outreach coordinator at St Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Hebron, presents a donation check to Joan Soucy, left, director 
of Andover Food Pantry. St. Peter’s shared a portion of the proceeds from their 
monthly community dinners to another nonprofit in and around the surrounding 
communities, this one from their recent sold-out lasagna dinner. The Andover Food 
Pantry accepts contributions of non-perishable foods or monetary to help keep the 
pantry stocked for those needing help.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Hebron Day: Saturday, Aug. 29, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at Veterans Parks and St. Peter’s Pickleball 
Courts.

Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m., from 
Sept. 3-Oct. 15, at Gilead Hill School. This is a 
low-impact form of exercise focusing on a series 
of slow, graceful, and continuous movements.

Take Great Photos with Your Smartphone: 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 6-9 p.m., at the Parks and 
Recreation Office. For both iPhones and An-
droids.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, Sept. 
12, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is a 

class for boys and girls ages 8-13 who are left 
home alone. This interactive course will cover 
safety concerns parents have when their chil-
dren are by themselves.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is an 
entry-level course intended to teach age-ap-
propriate skills necessary to care for children of 
all ages using team babysitting, mother’s helper 
and individual babysitting concepts. The course 
focuses on safety with emphasis on prevention. 
Basic first aid, including adult and child CPR 
(requires passing written and skills testing to 
receive a two-year certificate) included. Book-
let, handouts and Babysitter Safety Certificate of 
completion included. Please bring lunch. Regis-
tration deadline: Thursday, Oct. 1, 5 p.m.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
worshipcenter.church and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on social media. Connect 
with the library at www.facebook.com/Wor-
shipCenterCT, youtube.com/@worshipcenterct 
and instagram.com/theworshipcenterct.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Sept. 3.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-

sons, dinner, dessert, and community. 
Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 

Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

2026 Women’s Retreat: From 5 p.m. Aug. 
28 through 1 p.m. Aug. 30, at Enders Island in 
Mystic. Sign-ups still available.

Youth Ministry, End of Summer + Back-To-
School Party: Friday, Aug. 28, 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. A new 12-week 
class starts Sept. 5. Training sessions meet at the 
church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m., culminat-
ing with a 5k in late November/early December.

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
see the online senior newsletter at hebronct.
com/town-departments/senior-center, or call 
the center at 860-228-1700. Registration is re-
quired for all programs, unless noted, by call-
ing the center or stopping in. If the program 
has a fee you must pay at the time of registration 
with cash or check. Register at the programs/
transportation office window.

Special Events: All About Tomatoes Cook-
ing Demo: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. This 
month, Ruth Reinwald, senior services program 
coordinator, will demonstrate how to make 
fresh salsa and bruschetta using fresh garden 
tomatoes. Samples will be available. Register by 
Sept. 3. 

Lunch and Legislative Update with State 
Rep. Steve Weir: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 12:30 
p.m. Join state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55th District) 
for lunch and a legislative update. A light lunch 
will be provided for free.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 8:50 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost is $20 for AARP 
members/$25 for non-AARP members, pay-
able by cash or check. You could be eligible for 
a multi-year discount on your auto insurance. 
Arrive at 8:45 a.m. to fill out paperwork. Bring 
AARP card/number for discounted price. Bring 
the exact amount for payment as no change will 
be available. No bills over $20 will be accepted 
for payment.

Trips: Lenny and Joe’s Lunch Trip: Tuesday, 
Sept. 8, 11 a.m. Cost is $2 per person. Catch the 
bus to savor the last of summer at Lenny and 
Joe’s in Westbrook. Register by Sept. 3.

The Big E: Wednesday, Sept. 23. Cost $5 per 
person; tickets can be purchased online or at 
the gate. It’s Connecticut day at the Big E! Leave 
the driving to the center and skip the parking 
hassle.

Leaf Peeping Kayak Trip with Wanderlust 

EcoTours: Friday, Oct. 16, 8:15 a.m. Cost is $65 
per person. Enjoy a relaxed, guided kayaking 
trip designed for beginners and nature lovers 
alike. Paddle the Mattabesset River in Crom-
well at an easy pace, taking in the brilliant col-
ors of fall reflected in the water. All equipment 
included. The event is beginner-friendly; mini-
mum physical requirements required to be able 
to paddle and enter and exit a sit-inside kayak.

Annie at the Goodspeed Opera House with 
Lunch at the Gelston House: Thursday, Dec. 3. 
Cost is $112 per person (includes transporta-
tion, ticket, and lunch). Space is limited; pur-
chase tickets by Oct. 3.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10 
a.m.

Tuesdays: Tech Connect Appointments, 9-11 
a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-reg-
istration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Weekly Shopping Trip (locations 
vary), 8:15 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are welcome. 
Also, there is a once-a-month Once-a-Month 
Men’s Bible Study: The next date is Saturday, 
Sept. 5, at 8 a.m. Topic: The Bible on Trial.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 
childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all children, regardless of 
faith. For more information, call director Jenni-
fer Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application forms 
are at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
There are open food pantry days held to distrib-
ute food staples, household and hygiene items 
as well as Bibles and prayers.  For more infor-
mation about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, invites all to welcome in the Jewish 
New Year by participating in High Holiday ser-
vices. 

Rosh Hashanah begins on the evening of 
Friday, Sept. 11, at 6:30 p.m., with a Zoom ser-
vice. On Saturday morning, Sept. 12, meet to 
worship in person beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the 
synagogue.  A special children’s service will be 
held first, at 9 a.m.  At the end of the morning 
service, all are invited to come for apples, honey 
and cake to welcome in a sweet new year.

Yom Kippur begins with an evening Kol 
Nidre service at 6:30 p.m. at the synagogue on 
Sunday, Sept. 20. The next morning, Monday, 
Sept. 21, Yom Kippur services start at 9 a.m. 
with a children’s service.  Then, services for all 
ages begin at 9:30 a.m. with the additional Yiz-
kor service held at approximately 11 a.m. and 
the closing service beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The 
closing service will also be on Zoom. A break-
fast potluck dinner will be held around 6 p.m. at 
the synagogue.  

There is no charge to attend services.  All are 
welcome.

In keeping with the holiday season, the syna-
gogue asks those who attend services to bring 

a bag of food for the Hebron Interfaith Human 
Services (HIHS) food bank, or to make a mon-
etary donation to HIHS.

The synagogue thanks the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern Connecticut for its grant to fund se-
curity during the High Holidays. This grant is 
made possible by funding from the Jewish Fed-
erations of North America’s 2026 Emergency 
Security Fund in partnership with The Tepper 
Foundation.

The historic synagogue building needs a new 
roof and other major renovations, and United 
Brethren asked all to consider donating to its 
capital campaign. To learn more, go to the Go-
FundMe site at www.gofundme.com/f/support-
united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples. 

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member or would like to learn more 
about the synagogue, call 860-337-3618, email 
ubofhebron@gmail.com or visit www.ubofh-
ebron.org.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
weekly events and more information, call the 
library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.
org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1 
p.m. 8/28: Tuner (rated R); 9/4: The Sheep Detec-
tives (rated PG).

Access Health Assistance: Monday, 8/31, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Get in-person help and review your 
health coverage options and make changes that 
best fit your needs. To make this process easier, 
Access Health CT offers free one-on-one ses-
sions with trained professionals who can guide 
you through your choices, answer your ques-
tions, and help you enroll in the right plan for 
you and your family.

Medicare Information Session: Tuesday, 
9/2, 2 p.m. or 6 p.m. Learn the ins and outs of 
Medicare and the differences between original 
Medicare and Medicare Advantage with Mark 
Macrina, a local insurance agent with an office 
in Colchester. This is strictly an informational 
seminar, and no individual health will be dis-
cussed.

Medicare GLP-1 Bridge Info: Tuesday, 9/2, 3 
or 5 p.m. Have questions about the new Medi-
care coverage for GLP-1s? Come and meet with 
Mark Macrina to get answers.

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Regis-
ter to learn how to use the library’s new Bambu 

printers every Monday evening. All ages and 
experience levels welcome, but children under 
12 must be accompanied by a parent. Register 
on the library website or by calling the library.

Knit Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join our informal 
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in 
and play Mahjong no matter what your skill 
level is.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. The Chess 
Club welcomes players of all ages and skill lev-
els to drop in and play a game or improve their 
skills

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Mondays, 
4-5 p.m. Get creative and build some Lego cre-
ations.

Storytime is Back!: Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m., 
for Toddler Storytime and Thursdays at 10:15 
a.m., for PreK storytime.

Board Game Play: Wednesday, 9/2, 3:30 p.m. 
Come and play different board games. If you 
like them, you can then check them out to bring 
them home.

Ice Cream Social: Friday, 9/4, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Come and have some free ice cream to finish the 
first week back to school.

Saturday Lego Club: Saturday, 9/5, noon-1 
p.m. All builders are invited to come build some 
Lego creations.
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Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“August slipped away into
a moment in time,

‘cause it was never mine.”
—Taylor Swift

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

HOF Association Accepting Nominations
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 

Association is accepting nominations through 
Aug. 26. 

If you know of who you feel is a worthy 
candidate – which could be an athlete, coach, 
team, or contributor – email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net for a nomination packet or go to the Hall 
of Fame website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bell-
ringer for information.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, 

Oct. 30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.
The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize 

exceptional local athletes and achievements.  
Also, the association’s membership and 

committee are very small and new mem-
bers are sought, preferably those who have a 
knowledge of history of sports in East Hamp-
ton to join our team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.
net if interested.

Lions Club Scholarship Raffle
The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-

ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship 
program. The club each year offers four $1,500 
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this 
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third 
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the 

first, second and third prizes are reentered for 
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total 
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24, 
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N. 
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion 
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951. 

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Beatles Tribute Band & Lunch: Thursday, 
Oct. 15. See Studio Two, a Beatles tribute band, 
and have lunch at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132 and includes coach bus transporta-
tion. Depart from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St., 

at 10:30 a.m. 
Joshua in Lancaster, Pa.: Nov. 13-15. Fea-

turing two shows: Joshua at the Sight & Sound 
Theater and the Holly Jolly Holiday show at the 
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater. Cost is $745 per 
person double/triple occupancy.   

Christmas in Newport: Tuesday, Dec. 8, fea-
turing a visit to the Breakers and Marble House 
mansions and lunch at the Wyndham Atlantic 
Resort. Cost is $152. Depart from Stop & Shop, 
11 East High St., at 8:45 a.m.

Lake Friends Wine-Tasting Fundraiser
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug (FOLP) 

will hold its annual Wine-Tasting Fundraiser 
on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 1-4 p.m., on Laurel 
Island. Proceeds from the event will support 
FOLP’s projects and ongoing efforts to preserve 
and improve Lake Pocotopaug.

Tickets are $50 per person and include 
round-trip boat transportation to Laurel Island, 
wine tasting, limited beer tasting, a souvenir 
glass and a light snack. Soda will also be avail-
able for non-drinkers.

Guests are invited to relax and explore the 
island. A teacup raffle will feature a variety of 
prizes. Jack Solomon will be available to answer 
questions about the history of Laurel Island, and 
a representative from the Lake Commission will 
be on hand to discuss Lake Pocotopaug and an-

swer questions.
Boat transportation will run continuously 

from 1-4 p.m., departing from Ace Marine East 
LLC at 70 North Main St. Event parking will be 
available at Sears Park.

Outside food and alcohol are not permitted. 
Smoking is prohibited, and private boats will 
not be allowed to dock on the island. The event 
will be held rain or shine.

A limited number of tickets are available and 
may be purchased in advance or at the dock, 
subject to availability. Tickets are also available 
from any FOLP member.

For tickets, contact Kevin Kuhr at 860-395-
7548. For additional information, visit Friends 
of Lake Pocotopaug on Facebook.

Brennen Van Cott, Nevaeh Van Cott, Mariah Cecilio, Gavin Lynch and Gordon 
Gingras take a corn hole break from a planning session for the new youth group at 
Christ Episcopal Church in Middle Haddam.

Christ Church Forming New Youth Group 
By Linda Napoletano

An exciting new chapter is about to begin at 
Christ Episcopal Church in Middle Haddam; 
they are beginning a youth group open to any-
one 13 years of age or older. One thing making 
this group unique is that it will not be restricted 
to members of Christ Church; in fact, young 
people from any town and of any faith are invit-
ed to join and share their beliefs and goals in a 
setting of mutual respect, support, exploration, 
fellowship and fun!

The group will be primarily run by two 
members of the congregation: Mariah Cecilio 
and Gordon Gingras. Cecilio currently works 
at Two Brothers Café in East Hampton, and 
Gingras is an engineer who tests cars and tires. 
When they were teens, they both went to Camp 
Washington in Lakeside, and found it to be a 
seminal experience. 

“I loved Camp Washington when I attended 
it,” said Cecilio. “I’d love to bring some of that 
experience to kids in East Hampton.  I think 
that kids need a reason to stop looking at their 
phones for a minute and get involved in some-
thing that gets them to look at each other, in-
stead.”  

Gingras concurred, and said he looks forward 
to sharing his experience. 

“I hope members of the youth group are able 
to make or strengthen friendships that will 
hopefully be lifelong,” he said.

Both Cecilio and Gingras love outdoor ac-
tivities and said they hope to sponsor several. 
Gingras has a boat and said he hopes that at 
some point, members of the group will want to 
learn to fish with him. He added, “I believe that 
kids are lacking avenues to spend time with and 
meet other kids who share similar interests and 
values outside of a school/sports setting.”

Parishioners who will be supporting the 
group include Linda Napoletano, Jim Van Cott, 
Patty Kloo and the Rev. Jessie Akerson, a dea-

con at the church. 
“I love youth groups,” said Akerson. “They are 

one of my favorite things, and the fact that we 
have youth here asking for the group is fantas-
tic! There’s a vibrancy and excitement. I’ve had 
the opportunity to be a chaplain at Camp Wash-
ington, and I think that bringing that energy to 
East Hampton is a great idea. I love that it’s faith 
and fun and service all together. I love seeing 
where this will go and what will bring joy to the 
hearts of the kids we will be serving.”

Nevaeh Van Cott, a high school student in 
town, has provided the impetus for this group.  
In a conversation with Napoletano last fall, Van 
Cott spoke of how much she loved her Camp 
Washington experience and how great it would 
be to bring some of that back home. Van Cott 
said she wants to “do activities, give more to 
the community, share the love of God, and give 
back.” 

Cecilio and Gingras are planning to have the 
group meet twice a month from September to 
June, starting Sept. 16. Some meetings will take 
place in the parish hall next to the church on 
Route 151, and others will be conducted on site 
for an activity.  The two plan cookouts, game 
nights, bowling, visitations to Cobalt Lodge, 
fund raisers, a trip to St. John the Divine Cathe-
dral’s Night Watch in New York City, and sev-
eral other activities.

Priest-in-Charge the Rev. Diana Rogers add-
ed, “In a time when children and adults can feel 
isolated and alone, Christ Church is choosing to 
offer youth a safe place to belong, to have fun, 
and to make lasting friendships. Come, check it 
out.”

Anyone seeking more information or looking 
to register someone 13 or over to join the group 
should contact Gingras and Cecilio at ccmhy-
outhgroup@gmail.com.

Note: Linda Napoletano is choir director of 
Christ Episcopal Church.

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
people work at being miserable. If I wake up 
in the morning and don’t feel great or things 
are not great, I try to think about what I can 
do to make things work better, rather than 
just falling into that deep hole, because then 
you just go deeper and deeper.”

“If you see someone without a smile today, 
give ’em yours.”

“If you’re feeling low, don’t despair. The sun 
has a sinking spell every night, but it comes 
back up every morning.”

“A positive attitude and a sense of humor go 
together like biscuits and gravy.”

“Don’t get so busy making a living that you 
forget to make a life.”

“You’ll never do a whole lot unless you’re 
brave enough to try.”

“I never tried quitting, and I never quit try-
ing.”

“Love is like a butterfly: as soft and gentle 
as a feather, many-colored and full of cheer.”

“Happiness is your commitment to appre-
ciating all that is good in life.”

* * *
See you next week.

Recreation News
 East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call 
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Golf Tournament: Thursday, Sept. 3, at 
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. The event 
will feature a 10 a.m. shotgun start. This is a 
four-person scramble format. Lunch/dinner 
and two drink tickets are included for every 
golfer. Not a golfer? Register just for dinner 
($50). Sponsorship options available as well. 
A highlight of this year’s tournament will be a 
Hole-in-One contest, where golfers will have a 
chance to win a 2026 Nissan Rogue SV. There 
will also be a raffle contest and prizes. The tour-
nament benefits East Hampton Sears Park Play-
ground equipment. Cost is $145 per golfer.

Sweater Weather Pumpkin Wreath: Friday, 
Sept. 18, 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Create a 
sweater-inspired pumpkin wreath, beginner-
friendly. Hot apple cider included. Cost: $45. 

Basic Car Care & Vehicle Safety Mainte-
nance Workshop: Saturday, Oct. 3, 8-9:30 a.m., 
at East Hampton High School, with Tracey Gar-
diner, owner of Tag Rally Sport. Cost: $30.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School 
(Grade K- 3): Beginner Spanish: Thursdays, 
Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and Oct. 8, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Stu-
dents will explore greetings, colors, and num-
bers. Cost: $60 for all 3 classes. Pinecone Bird 
Feeders: Tuesday, Oct. 6, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids will 
create their own pinecone bird feeders to take 
home. Cost: $20. Build-A-Bird House: Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids will build and deco-
rate their very own bird house. Cost: $25.

‘Driving for Drafts’ Charity Golf Tournament 
The 12th annual Driving for Drafts fundrais-

ing event to benefit Connecticut Draft Horse 
Rescue (CDHR) will he held Saturday, Sept. 12, 
at Portland Golf Course, 169 Bartlett St., Port-
land.

There is a shotgun start at 1 p.m., with check-
in beginning at noon. Enjoy a grilled lunch and 
a buffet dinner along with raffles and prizes. 
Cost is $175 per person. Sponsorships are also 
available.  Registration closes on Sept. 5.

To sign up as a participant or become a spon-

sor, forms are available at www.ctdraftrescue.
org/2026-golf-registration-and-sponsorship, or 
send an email to cdhr.golf@gmail.com.

CDHR is a nonprofit organization in East 
Hampton dedicated to saving the lives of ne-
glected or abused draft horses as well as draft 
horses headed to slaughter.  For more informa-
tion, volunteer opportunities, or to donate, visit 
www.ctdraftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/
ctdraftrescue.
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www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Breakfast Bible 
Study will meet at the church on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around 
what the Bible says about being a man at home, 
at work and in life. There will be coffee, pastries 
and conversation.

Ladies’ Fellowship: Will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 10, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s house.

Chicken Barbecue: All are invited to join the 
church at the Haddam Neck Fair, Sept. 4-7, for 
HNCC’s famous barbecued chicken. 

Children’s Coat Drive: Foster children who 
enter the foster care system need warm winter 
coats. The church is collecting new winter coats 
for babies through teenagers up to Sunday, Sept. 

27, for the Norwich office of the Department of 
Children and Families. 

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 
children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals will resume in the 
fall, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members 
welcome.  

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

Featured Artist for August: Karen Piazza of 
Portland. Piazza is a watercolor artist and pot-
ter. Her favorite subjects to paint are café and 
market scenes, representing her years of living 
in France. Piazza also creates functional pottery 
with a decorative flair. All are invited to stop by 
and see her work during regular library hours.

250th Celebration: All are invited to the li-

brary’s celebration of the nation’s 250th year on 
Sunday, Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living 
History Collective, will offer a variety of mari-
time-related demonstrations, talks and exhibits. 
Refreshments will be served on the library’s new 
porch.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Congregational Church News
The Congregational Church of East Hamp-

ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to worship Sun-
day, Aug. 30, at 10 a.m., with Pastor Robin 
Blundon. The scripture reading for this Sunday’s 
service is Matthew 16:21-28. Coffee hour will 
follow the service. 

Save the Date: Welcome Sunday, Sept. 13: 
More information will be coming soon; all are 
welcome. 

AA Weekly Meeting: Sundays at 7 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.

East Hampton Food Bank: A weekly collec-
tion is held for the Food Bank.

Aluminum Food & Soda Can Tabs: On-
going collection which will be donated to the 

Shriners Children’s New England hospital in 
Springfield, Mass. Proceeds support childhood 
surgeries performed there, where no patient is 
charged a fee.

Church World Service School Supply Kits: 
The church is collecting school supplies for chil-
dren throughout the world. A donation box is 
available.

Women’s Fellowship Dignity Drive: This is 
an ongoing collection to support women and 
girls in need, both globally and right here in our 
community. Collecting feminine hygiene prod-
ucts for our local food bank and schools, as well 
as Church World Service.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
the office at 860-267-4959. Office hours are 
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

EHHS Class of ‘67
Reunion

Members of the East Hampton High School 
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will 
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m., 
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and 
pay as you go. 

Call or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your 
spot.

Tennis Program for Adults
The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-

gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-10:30 a.m. Now that 
school is session, the program will meet at the 
Sears Park courts.

Play time is flexible; come and go as you 
please. 

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome. 
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires 
no partners and is open to all levels of adult 
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up. 

For more information, call or text Natalie 
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Class of ’59 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1967 

will celebrate its 59th reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at The Dublin, 42 East High St., from 2-5 
p.m.

 Order off the menu, and pay as you go. Text 
860-682-2067 to reserve a spot. 

Volunteers Needed 
to Place Flags

Volunteers are needed to help place over 
400 flags to honor the men and women 
who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001. 

Volunteers will place flags on the prop-
erty of Tom DiStefano on the corner of 
Route 66 and Main Street in East Hampton 
on Saturday, Sept. 5, at 9 a.m. 

For more information, or if you can help, 
call Ann McLaughlin at 860-965-8701.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9 
a.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

Concert Save the Date
Save the date for a concert for organ and 

strings coming up Sunday, Sept. 20, at 4 p.m., on 
the historic Appleton Organ at Second Congre-
gational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 Middle 
Haddam Road, Middle Haddam. 

The show will be performed by Jan Ulanowitz 
and June Ingram. Goodwill donations will be 
gratefully accepted. Refreshments will follow in 
the church community room. 

Call 203-232-7387 for information. 

Dean’s List
East Hampton resident Charlotte Rosalynn 

Minnick and Middle Haddam resident Ben 
Campbell Resor made the spring 2026 Dean’s 
List at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.

Minnick is a junior, majoring in French & 
Francophone studies and environmental sci-
ence. A graduate of East Hampton High School, 
Minnick is the daughter of Scott and Lynn Min-
nick of East Hampton.

Resor is a sophomore, whose major is unde-
clared. A graduate of Watkinson School, Resor 
is the child of Phil and Catie Resor of Middle 
Haddam.

VFW Lobster Fest
Fowler-Dix-Park VFW 5095 will hold its 20th 

annual Lobster Fest Saturday, Sept. 26, at the 
Post Home, located at 20 North Maple St. 

Tickets cost $60 per person and offer the 
holder a choice of 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 pound lobster or 
3/4” prime ribeye steak, a baked potato, an ear 
of local corn and a cup of Chowder.  A pound of 
steamers is available for an additional $20.

Tickets can be purchased by contacting VFW 
Post 5095 at 860-267-8837.

Class of ’56 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1956 

will celebrate its 70th Class Reunion on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, from 12:30-4 p.m., at The Dublin, 
at 42 East High St.

As usual, order off the menu and pay as you 
go.

Call Joan {Avery} Measimer at 860-788-7198 
for more information or to make reservations.

Dean’s List
East Hampton residents Kim Dumond, Ga-

briela Negron, Shane Proxee and Bella Searles 
made the spring 2026 Dean’s List at Eastern 
Connecticut State University.

Police News
8/18: Drew Royer, 24, of Plainfield was arrest-

ed and charged with traveling unreasonably fast 
and driving under the influence, East Hampton 
Police said.

From Aug. 17-23, officers responded to 22 
medical calls, seven motor vehicle crashes and 
seven alarms, and made six traffic stops, police 
said. Vaccine Clinic at Church

On Saturday, Sept. 26, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, located at 1 East 
High St., Walgreens will offer a vaccine clinic 
open to the public. 

The clinic will include flu vaccines, RSV, and 
possibly others. 

For more information, call Walgreens in 
Cromwell at 860-613-2324.

First Draft of POCD Now Available
The first draft of the East Hampton 2026 

Plan of Conservation and Development is com-
plete and will be available for public review on 
Sept. 2 at www.easthamptonct.gov/1434/Docu-
mentsReports. 

The document details the community’s objec-
tives for land use, the means for implementing 
those objectives, and a statement of policies and 
recommendations designed to realize the plan’s 
vision. 

The community engagement process (seven 
neighborhood meetings, six focused discus-
sions, town data presentation, townwide survey, 
and visioning session) captured the primary 
themes addressed in the plan: protecting what 
makes East Hampton special, addressing struc-
tural challenges honestly, and rebuilding trust 
by making deliberate choices through transpar-
ent processes. 

Below is the timeline for the public presenta-
tion of the draft plan:

Sept. 2: The POCD working draft will be 
presented for informal review at the Planning 
and Zoning Commission meeting at Town Hall, 
Room 107, at 6:30 p.m. The document will be 
made public on this date, but the meeting will 
not be a Public Hearing. 

Sept. 8: The POCD working draft will be pre-
sented for review to the Town Council at the 
Town Hall, Council Chambers, at 6:30 p.m., but 
not yet open for public comment.

Sept. 22: Discussion of the POCD working 
draft by the Town Council and open for public 
comment. 

The whole month of October is the formal 
public comment period. The POCD is also re-
viewed by the Southeastern CT, Lower River 
Valley, and Capital Region Councils of Govern-
ments. Comments may be submitted in writing 
at any time during the month for consideration 
by the POCD Steering Committee and PZC.  
The POCD is then formally reviewed by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, who is the 
body that adopts the plan. 

Nov. 4: Informal discussion with PZC to re-
view comments received to date and decide what 
to incorporate. This is not a public hearing.

Dec. 2: Formal public hearing on final draft 
prior to adoption.  If the PZC feels the public 
hearing should be continued, a Special Meeting 
will be scheduled.

The hope, the town said, is to have the POCD 
adopted by the end of the year. 

For more information, email Juliet Hodge at 
jhodge@easthamptonct.gov.

Red McKinney Golf Tournament Oct. 7
The 33rd annual East Hampton Rotary Red 

McKinney Golf Tournament will take place 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at Blackledge Country 
Club in Hebron, with a 10 a.m. shotgun start.

This year marks the sixth year the tourna-
ment has been held in honor of longtime Ro-
tarian Red McKinney, whose generosity, kind-
ness and dedication to service made a lasting 
impact on the community, the Rotary said.

The entry fee is $135 per golfer. Golfers 
may choose between Blackledge Country 
Club’s two courses when registering, until 
each course is filled. Foursomes traditionally 
fill quickly, so early registration is encouraged.

Registration includes 18 holes of golf with 
cart, complimentary range balls, full-service 
bag drop, custom scorecards and cart signs, 
a putting contest, on-course contests, a sand-

wich at the turn, and dinner following the 
tournament. Golfers will also have opportuni-
ties to participate in contests including Closest 
to the Pin, Longest Drive and Closest to the 
Line.

Following golf, participants will gather for 
dinner featuring an auction, Tee-Cup Raffle 
and raffle drawings.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available 
for businesses and community partners inter-
ested in supporting the event.

Registration Golfers can register online at 
easthamptonrotary.org or through the tourna-
ment registration page at tinyurl.com/rotary-
golftourney.

For sponsorship information or questions, 
contact Pam at easthamptonctrotary@gmail.
com.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com
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80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

1. Check Your Brakes
One of the first things we’ll do is check your brakes. Over the summer months, your brakes may 
have taken a bit of a beating from long road trips, the stop-and-go of highway construction, or 
increased driving. We’ll check your brake pads, rotors, drums and other brake components.

2. Wash Your Car
A clean vehicle is a happy vehicle—and it’s also less likely to have problems. Over the summer, 
your vehicle may have gotten dirty from all the outdoor activities and road trips. Washing your 
vehicle will not only make it look better but also help to extend its lifespan – run it through the 
car wash and pay attention to the undercarriage as well.

3. Equip Your Windshield
Your windshield is your best friend when it comes to driving, so you want to ensure it’s in tip-
top shape for maximum visibility. Visit us at Belltown for help with new wiper blades when you 
come in for any service!

4. Check the Cooling System
Your cooling system keeps your engine from overheating, so keeping it in good working order 
is essential. At Belltown, we’ll check your radiator, thermostat and cooling fans as well.

5. Change Your Oil
Your engine oil keeps all the moving parts of your engine lubricated and running smoothly, 
preventing overheating and mechanical damage. Over time, however, your oil can get dirty and 
break down, so it’s good practice to change it regularly. Call us at Belltown to schedule your oil 
change and we’ll make sure your family vehicle is in tip-top shape for the coming year.

Get your family car ready 
for BACK TO SCHOOL!
The summer is coming to an end, so let us get 

your family vehicle ready for the school year and 
the new seasons ahead. Here are some ways we’ll 

help get your car ready for back to school
(and some that you can do at home):

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., 

announces the following. Advance registra-
tion is required for all programs unless noted; 
register at myactivecenter.com or by contacting 
the center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@
easthamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center for more information 
and a full list of regular weekly and monthly ac-
tivities, including games, quilting, Bible study, 
tap dance, and more. To join the senior center, 
just stop by and fill out some paperwork. Join-
ing is free for East Hampton residents.

Holiday Closing: The senior center will be 
closed Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of Labor 
Day.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Canasta: Tuesdays and Fridays at 1 p.m., 
come learn the game and play the game with 
new friends.

Simply Social Women’s Group: Meets ev-
ery first and third Monday at 10 a.m. Meet new 
people and help plan fun activities.

Meditation: Every Wednesday through Sep-
tember at 10 a.m. led by Eileen Higgins. No ex-
perience needed; just come and relax with new 

friends. 
Meet the Beekeeper: Tuesday, Sept. 1, 10:30 

a.m., with beekeeper Mark Ceneri. Discover the 
tools of the trade, learn how a hive functions, 
find out why bees are essential to the environ-
ment and food supply, and enjoy a taste of fresh, 
raw honey.

Design & Create: Thursday, Sept. 3, 1:30 p.m. 
Join staff member Cindy Houle for a hands-on 
session of creating.

AARP Safe Driving Class: Friday, Sept. 4, 
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Course is designed for 
drivers 50 and older. Cost for AARP members is 
$20, and for non-members is $25; make checks 
payable to AARP. Register at Myactivecenter.
com or at the East Hampton Senior Center. Ex-
act cash payment is requested day of the class.

Save the Date for Senior Picnic: The picnic 
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 23 at Sears Park, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This annual event fea-
tures food, live music, games, nature presenta-
tions and more. Cost is $3. Sign up in person.

Trips: Lunch Bunch Outing: Friday, Sept. 11, 
11:30 a.m., to Po’s Rice and Spice. Senior menu 
available. Walk to the nearby restaurant togeth-
er from the senior center or take the Xtramile 
Bus from home; driving yourself is also an op-
tion. Sign up in advance.

Hebron Mini Golf and Lunch: Sept. 14 leav-
ing the senior center at 10 a.m. Enjoy a round 
of mini golf at the Hebron Miniature Golf, fol-
lowed by lunch on your own at Wicked Slice. 
Cost is $16 and includes golf and bus transpor-
tation. Sign up in advance.

EHHS 40th Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 

1986 will hold its 40th reunion Saturday, Oct. 
17, from 6-9 p.m., at Lakeside Bar & Grill, 81 
North Main St.

Tickets are $40 per person and include 
hors d’oeuvres, one drink coupon, music and 
games. A cash bar will be available.

Deadline to respond is Sept. 1. Send your 
payment to Jay or Michele via Venmo: @

jszym, or PayPal: j_szymaszek@hotmail.com. 
A check, made payable to Michele Koss, can 
be sent to: Michele Koss, 147 Bartlett St., Port-
land, CT 06480.

If you are in contact with anyone who is not 
on Facebook, you are asked to reach out to 
them and have them send their contact infor-
mation to RLGhezzi@gmail.com.

EHHS Class of ‘76 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1976 

will hold its 50th Class Reunion Saturday, Sept. 
19, from 5-10 p.m., at Campagna Restaurant, 
151 Marlborough St. in Portland. This is the old 
Brownstone Restaurant where the Class of ‘76 
celebrated Senior Class Night!

Cost is $45 per person and includes a buffet 
dinner and dessert. There is a cash bar. Guests 
are welcome; however, payment cannot be re-

ceived at the door the night of the event. 
Send your RSVP to Cheryl (Edwards) Ran-

dino at ehhs1976@gmail.com. Payments must 
be received by Sept. 9. PayPal or Venmo are 
accepted to the above email address, or send a 
check payable to Cheryl E. Randino, 56 Garnet 
Ridge Drive, Tolland, CT 06084.

Also, all attendees are asked to notify Ran-
dino of any dietary restrictions.

Women Bowlers Needed
The Tuesday Night Women’s League (One 

Night Out) at Kickback ‘N Bowl in East Hamp-
ton is looking for bowlers.

The league needs nine full-time bowlers. 
There is one full-time team needed, of at least 
five but up to seven; one team is looking for 
three full-time bowlers; and one team needs one 
full-time bowler. There are also several teams 
looking for subs. 

Bowling starts on Sept. 8 and runs for 28 
weeks.  Practice starts at 6:20 p.m. with bowling 

starting at 6:30 p.m. 
As One Night Out is a sanctioned league, ev-

ery bowler needs to pay the $28 sanction fee. 
Also, weekly dues are $20, which covers the cost 
of three games and the prizes and banquet at the 
end of the year.

For more information, email kickbackn-
bowlinfo@gmail.com or call 860-267-4800.  
This is a league with cash prizes, and all experi-
ences are welcome.  

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Summer Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 
a.m.- 8 p.m.; Thursday - Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Adult Programs: The Great Potato Cookoff 
– A Cookbook Club Event: Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
6:30 p.m. Bring 12 copies of your favorite po-
tato recipe to share and a prepared dish. Food 
should arrive ready to eat; the library will pro-
vide the plates and forks. Register or drop in.

Library Yoga with Amie Meacham: Tues-
day, Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m. Join Yoga 200 Certified 

instructor Amie Meacham for an hour of all-
levels yoga. Bring a mat and wear comfy clothes.

Teen Programs: Chapter Chat with Keri & 
Friends: Grades 7-10: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m. 
Read and discuss a new book every month.

Teen TCG Club: Grades 8-12: Saturday, 
Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m. Players of Magic: The Gather-
ing, Pokémon, Yu-Gi-Oh! and more are invited 
to an afternoon of friendly competition. Magic: 
The Gathering decks will be available for new 
players to use.

Children’s Program: Lego at the Library: 
Grades K-6: Tuesday, Sept. 1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Each month features a new challenge or theme 
for you to work solo or with friends on. All Lego 
bricks provided.

Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 

Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in 
good condition for the Tag Sale. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Parish Hall entrance dur-
ing the week; call Dick Napolitano at 860-490-
8006. Pick-up is available.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish 
members are need to donate money to cover the 
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the 
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can 
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you 
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Praise Worship at the Fair
Haddam Neck Covenant Church will host 

Sunday morning contemporary praise worship 
at the bandstand at the Haddam Neck Fair on 
Sept. 6 at 11 a.m. Music will be provided by the 
HNCC choir, accompanied by Jan Ulanowicz 
on keyboard, Wayne Visintainer on bass guitar, 
Frank Natter on guitar and Matt Seymour on 
drums.

Also, at the fair, all are invited to the HNCC 
barbecue pit for the church’s famous barbecue 
chicken with fresh locally-grown corn on the 
cob. A portion of the proceeds support charities 
and mission work. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located 
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to the Fair-
grounds. For more information, visit www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Volunteer Sought
The new East Hampton-based organization 

The Commissions on Aging in Connecticut. 
(COACT) is looking for a volunteer with office 
computer skills to spend 4 to 8 hours per week 
helping to grow and administer the group.

The new organization is encouraging sharing 
of ideas, plans and best practices among town 
Commissions on Aging (COAs) and similar 
groups, in the hopes of improving the lives of 
older adults.

The volunteer would with outreach to expand 
COACT’s database of contact information for 
leaders of town COAs, and would also be a con-
tact person for newly interested people. Other 
desirable help would be note-taking and distri-
bution for monthly meetings, creation of flyers, 
and updating a calendar of task due dates. 

If interested, contact organizer Eric Rosen-
berg, MD, at COAchair@EastHamptonCT.gov 
for more information.

Epoch Arts Six-Day Tag Sale
In September, Epoch Arts is holding its annu-

al six-day, two-weekend, indoor, rain or shine, 
tag sale.

Shop the Christmas and Holiday Room, or 
check out areas like books, arts and crafts, lin-
ens, clothing, kitchen, toys, bath and beauty, 
and music. There will be furniture, electronics, 
sports, tools and more. All proceeds directly 
fund Epoch’s youth programs for the year. 

The tag sale runs Friday, Sept. 11, from 2-5 
p.m., and Friday, Sept. 18, from noon-5 p.m. On 

Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20, 
hours will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The first day of the sale on Sept. 11 will also 
feature an early bird special from noon-2 p.m. 
with an entrance fee of $25, pay at the door, for 
those who wish to have a sneak preview of avail-
able items. 

The tag sale will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner 
St. For more information, visit www.epocharts.
org.



Page 18	 NEWS BULLETIN • August 28, 2026

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

Enjoying the Beach… Tom and Annette Okonuk brought the Rivereast with them 
on a recent trip to Old Orchard Beach, Maine!

You’re Doin’ Fine, Oklahoma!... Julie Einsiedel and her grandniece, Hallie, are shown 
with the Rivereast in Catoosa, Okla. The picture was taken in front of the Blue Whale 
on historic Route 66. Diana Loller took the picture.  

On Top of Old Smoky… Emily and William Archer brought the Rivereast along on 
their recent family trip to the Great Smoky Mountains in Tennessee. 

Peace With the Rivereast… In July, Barbara Hahn of East Hampton traveled almost 
2,000 miles from Vancouver to Seattle through the Canadian Rockies and Glacier 
National Park. She says Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park was one of her 
favorite stops. It is the world’s first international peace park, uniting Watertown Lakes 
National Park in Alberta, Canada and Glacier National Park in Montana, U.S.A. It 
was established in 1932 to symbolize peace and cooperation between the two nations. 
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OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM OPEN MON. - SAT. 8 AM - 9PM 
 OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

4 MAIN ST, PUTNAM BRIDGE PLAZA II
EAST HARTFORD/GLASTONBURY LINE

860-568-3659
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

           @PUTNAMPLAZASUPERLIQUORS

    Putnam Plaza      Shoreline      Valley Fine WineSUPERLIQUORSCT.COM 
•on-line ordering •local 

delivery or pick up at store

MeiomiMeiomi
Pinot Pinot 
NoirNoir
750 ml750 ml

plus dep.plus dep.

Grey Grey 
Goose Goose 
VodkaVodka
750 ml750 ml

Bulleit Bulleit 
BourbonBourbon
1.75 Liter1.75 Liter
or Ryeor Rye

$$21219999

$$10109999
WoodbridgeWoodbridge
WinesWines
AssortedAssorted
1.5 Liter1.5 Liter

Sarti RosaSarti Rosa
AperitivoAperitivo
750 ml750 ml

$$550000
Barefoot WinesBarefoot Wines
AssortedAssorted
750 ml 750 ml 
Available 9/1Available 9/1

$$10107979
CavitCavit
Pinot GrigioPinot Grigio
1.5 Liter1.5 Liter
Available 9/1Available 9/1

$$999999

 PRICES GOOD Friday, Aug. 28th thru Saturday, Sept. 26th, 2026.

PatrónPatrón
SilverSilver
TequilaTequila
750 ml750 ml

Sun Cruiser Sun Cruiser 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans
AssortedAssorted

$$26269999
CoronaCorona
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans
AssortedAssorted

$$15159999 $$999999
LunazulLunazul
Tequila BlancoTequila Blanco
or Reposadoor Reposado
1 Liter1 Liter

$$21219999
On The Rocks On The Rocks 
AssortedAssorted
CocktailsCocktails
750 ml750 ml

$$19199999$$28289999
Michelob Michelob 
Ultra Ultra 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans 12 oz. Cans 

High Noon High Noon 
Vodka Seltzers Vodka Seltzers 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans • Asst.12 oz. Cans • Asst.

$$27279999 $$12129999
CK Mondavi CK Mondavi 
AssortedAssorted
WinesWines
750 ml750 ml

$$559999

$$24249999

$$39399999
Busch or Busch or 
Busch Light Busch Light 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$19199999plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

Gran DucaGran Duca
ProseccoProsecco
750 ml750 ml

$$11777676

Michelob Ultra Zero Michelob Ultra Zero 
Non-AlcoholicNon-Alcoholic
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$12129999plus dep.plus dep.

plus dep.plus dep.

Lawson’sLawson’s
Sip of Sunshine Sip of Sunshine 
IPA 4 PackIPA 4 Pack
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

plus dep.plus dep.
$$49499999

Athletic Assorted Athletic Assorted 
Non-AlcoholicNon-Alcoholic
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$16169999plus dep.plus dep.
$$449999
Fever TreeFever Tree
Premium MixersPremium Mixers
4 Packs4 Packs
12 oz. Btls.12 oz. Btls.

plus dep.plus dep.

Coors Light or Coors Light or 
Miller Lite Miller Lite 
30 Packs30 Packs
12 oz. Cans12 oz. Cans

$$25259999plus dep.plus dep.

AperolAperol
AperitivoAperitivo
750 ml750 ml

$$25259999

Chateau Ste. Chateau Ste. 
Michelle Michelle 
ChardonnayChardonnay
750 ml750 ml

$$10109999

Hop the Wave orHop the Wave or
Dia Del ElevadoDia Del Elevado
4 Packs4 Packs
THC DrinksTHC Drinks

Samuel Adams Samuel Adams 
Assorted Assorted 
12 Packs12 Packs
12 oz. Cans or 12 oz. Cans or Btls.Btls.

$$15159999

CIT8-27-26

860-652-8889
363 New London Turnpike

Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

sliceworksct.com

Big Mac Pizza

C
IT

8-
27

-2
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We Deliver!

Full Menu
Available

When routine FALLS back into place!
10+ Slice Options Daily!

$5.00 OFF
Any order over $25.00

with this coupon • expires 9-30-2026

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

R
E1

-3
1-

25

4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 

William St. All are invited to participate in 
worship. Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday wor-
ship each week at 9 a.m. Zion holds worship 
service outside once each month, weather 
permitting. The next outdoor services are 
scheduled for Aug. 30 and Sept. 27. Bring a 
comfortable chair. All are welcome.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 
3 through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the 
summer and resume in the fall.  

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 
projects and service projects around town. 
Call Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more 

details.
Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected 

year-round and donated to the Ronald Mc-
Donald “House that Love Built,” supporting 
families with seriously ill children. Zion recy-
cles computer ink cartridges to support office 
supplies for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. 
Pull tabs and used ink cartridges may be 
dropped off at the church on Sunday morn-
ing, or by calling the church office.

For more information about any church 
activities, or if you are in need of pastoral 
assistance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lu-
theran@snet.net, or visit zionlutheranport-
land.org.

Residents Sought for Charter Commission
The Portland Board of Selectmen is seeking 

residents to serve on a Charter Revision Com-
mission – and the deadline to apply to serve is 
Monday. 

The municipal charter serves as the local con-
stitution, defining the structure, powers, and 
duties of the local government. The commission 
will review the current charter, identify areas 
for operational improvement, and recommend 
amendments to better serve the community.

Commission members will review public 
feedback, research governance models, and 
draft recommendations for the Board of Select-
men. Final approved changes will eventually be 
placed on a public ballot for voter approval.

Requirements for service: 

· Applicants must be registered voters and 
full-time residents of Portland; 

· Members must attend regularly scheduled 
meetings, and public hearings over the course 
of 16-months (from date of appointment);

· The commission must consist of five to fif-
teen electors (registered voters), not more than 
1/3 of whom may hold another public office in 
the municipality, and with no more than a bare 
majority from the same political party.

If interested in joining the commission, sub-
mit a letter of interest and a brief resume or bio 
to the first selectman’s office at mceppaglia@
portlandct.org. Deadline for submissions is 
Aug. 31.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy: Sterling Silver Flatware

Sterling Serving Pieces, Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins, Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

1100 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108
Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015

Open: Monday-Friday 10:30am-5:30pm  • Saturday’s 9am-4pm

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

Buying Used Jewelry, Sterling Flatware and Coins 
Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

Need Extra Cash 
for Back-to-School 
Supplies!

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Chip Sealing to Start
The Portland Department of Public Works 

expects to begin chip sealing the following 
roads the first week of September and continu-
ing throughout the month:

Cornwall Street, East Cotton Hill Road, 
Isinglass Hill Road, West Cotton Hill Road, 
Appletree Lane, Cedar Terrace, Hartfield Road, 
Mountain Laurel Way, Paley Farm Road, Rock-
wood Drive, Rustic Terrace, Blackberry Ridge 
Road, Grace Lane, Karen Drive, Thompson Hill 
Road, Michele Drive and Old County Way.

Parking on the road during working hours (7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.) will be banned starting August 
31st through the completion of the chip seal 
project. Any cars left in the road during work-
ing hours will be towed at the owner’s expense.

The chip seal process consists of distributing 

a liquid asphalt emulsion on the roadway and 
covering the liquid asphalt with crushed stone 
to provide a new wearing surface. Chip seal-
ing extends the life of a roadway by protecting 
it from moisture, ultra-violet degradation and 
any other exposures that could damage a road-
way. Drivers should exercise caution as loose 
stone will be present on the roadway. It is rec-
ommended when travelling on a recently chip 
sealed road to slow down and allow additional 
space between vehicles.

The department apologizes for any incon-
veniences and urges residents to use alternate 
routes where possible. The department also 
reminds motorists to use caution and consider 
worker safety when driving through a work 
zone.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes
Portland Parks and Recreation offers various 

programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or 
to register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 
860-342-6757. Advanced registration is re-
quired for all programs.

Come on Over 5K: Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 
a.m., at Riverfront Park.

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Fall (Grades 
1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 
20, at the Portland High School tennis courts. 
Grades 1-2 meet from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 6:30-
7:30 p.m. All players in their first session receive 
and keep a new age-appropriate racquet and 
ball.

Junior Golf (Grades K-8): Grades K-2 and 
3-5 clinics are held Mondays, Sept. 7-28, from 
4-5 p.m. and 5:15-6:15 p.m. Grades 6-8 clin-
ics are held Tuesdays, Sept 8-29, from 4-5 p.m. 
Clinics held at Portland West Golf Course.

Ladies Golf: Tuesdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 6, 5:15-
6:15 p.m., at Portland West Golf Course.

First Aid, CPR & AED Certification Course: 
Monday, Sept. 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m., at Buck-Fore-

man Community Center.
Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.) 

childcare program available to students enrolled 
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the 
2026-27 school year.

Kids’ Blast Jr.: Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays at 9 a.m. at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. Kids’ Blast Jr. is a school readiness 
program open to children ages 3 to 5 1/2 (or 
entering kindergarten). Led by Summer Quest 
Kiddie Camp Director Darcy Parmelee, kids 
will enjoy mornings of themed games, crafts, 
and age-appropriate activities. 

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at 
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks 
and Recreation is accepting donations for 
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational 
Complex. If you’re interested in dedicating a 
bench or tree, call Andy for more information 
at 860-342-6757.
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Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote today

Paul Catalano, Agent

87 Lebanon Ave
Colchester, CT 06415-1211

Bus: 860-537-3338
       
www.catalanoins.com
 

Catalano Ins And Fin Svcs 

RE3-29-24
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single. 

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on 

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • 

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1971 will 

hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet 
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag 
(Smithwick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT 
06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com. 

Bereavement 
Support Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group.  The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the 
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3 
p.m. – both in the church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1971 will 

hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet 
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag 
(Smithwick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT 
06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com. 

Nominations for Sprit of 
Portland Award

Nominations are being accepted for the 16th 
annual Ralph Paley Spirit of Portland Award.

The award was initiated to honor Portland’s 
unsung heroes. It was developed to show grati-
tude for that giving spirit in the Portland com-
munity, and in honor of Ralph Paley, who orga-
nizers say gave so much of himself to the town.

The deadline for nominations is noon Tues-
day, Sept. 1. Pick up and drop off the nomina-
tion form at the Waverly Senior Center, 7 Wa-
verly Ave.

Trinity Church News
Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main St., in-

vites the community to worship each week. 
Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and Bi-
ble Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The 
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org. 

Trinity is open for prayer and meditation and 
the church office is open from 2-4 p.m. each Fri-
day. All are invited to join the Anglican Prayer 
beading sessions at this time as well. 

Check out www.trinitychurchportlandct.org 
for more information. If you have any prayer re-
quests to lift up, email the church office at trini-
tychurchportlandct@gmail.com.

Dates Changed for Lancaster Trip
Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-

day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 2-6; 
please note the trip dates have changed.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight 
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience 
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder 
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacob’s Choice at 
the F/X theater. Also included is a guided tour 
of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancaster; and 
a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped motorcoach with restroom, four din-
ners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodging in 
a single hotel. 

Cost of this trip is $765 per person double oc-
cupancy ($934 pp  single or $745 pp triple oc-
cupancy). A $75 deposit is due by Aug. 31; with 
the balance due by Sept. 21.

For details & reservations, please contact Bar-
bara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Portland Remembers Sept. 11
This September marks the 25th anniver-

sary of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
To mark this significant anniversary, mem-
bers of the community are invited to attend 
A Service of Prayer, Remembrance, and Hope 
at First Congregational Church of Portland, 
located at 554 Main St., at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
11.

This multifaith service will include prayers 
and readings from several religious tradi-
tions, inspiring music, moments of silence, 
and reflections from community leaders. To-
gether, participants will remember those who 
died, acknowledge the sacrifices made by so 
many in the aftermath of the attacks, and of-
fer prayers for healing and hope.

Portland Fair Planning Underway
Planning is underway for this year’s Portland 

Fair, which will return to Chris Cote’s Driving 
Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. 

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the 
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme 
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into 
celebrating America’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night. 
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of 
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford 

and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson 
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover 
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project 
which will culminate in a banner  for the tent.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always 
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Volunteers Needed for Wellness Expo
The Portland Waverly Senior Center is look-

ing for volunteers to help at its upcoming Well-
ness Expo, which will be held Wednesday, Oct. 
21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the center.

Volunteers will serve as greeters at entrances, 
welcome attendees, and help make sure every-
one signs in as they arrive.

You will not need to volunteer for the entire 

event. Organizers plan to break the day into 
shorter shifts so that volunteers will also have 
plenty of time to walk around, visit the vendors, 
and enjoy everything the Wellness Expo has to 
offer.

If you would like to volunteer for a shift, call 
the senior center at 860-342-6761 to sign up or 
stop in the office, at 7 Waverly Ave.

Public School Preschool Screening 
Connecticut public schools are responsible 

for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View 
School in Portland will conduct a preschool 
screening on 

Friday, Sept. 11, for children ages 3 to 4 years. 
The screening is designed to answer any ques-

tions or concerns about a child’s development as 
well as identifying children who may be eligible 
for  the preschool selection process. 

During the screening your child will meet 
with members from our preschool team and 
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-
ing cognition, communication, fine and gross 
motor skills, and social interaction. During this 
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s 
adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening, you will receive a 
letter stating your child’s result. 

In order for your child to attend Valley View 
preschool program, they must participate in the 
screening process. Peer role models are deter-
mined on a year-to-year basis. 

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131. 

Little League
Golf Tournament

Portland Little League will hold its annual 
Golf Tournament Friday, Sept. 25, at Port-
land Golf Course.

Sponsorships are available and raffle prize 
donations are welcome.

For more details, visit tinyurl.com/pllgolf.
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

Crafters, Vendors Wanted
Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-

ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity 
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20 
for each event. 

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show 
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next 
to the church. The second event is a Holiday 
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will 
be held inside the church. 

Space is limited for both events.  For ad-
ditional information and a registration form, 
email carol.hill@comcast.net.

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 29838880

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/25/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.25
4.05
3.95

24-Month

12-Month

6-Month

Jeanne Nuhfer
Financial Advisor
205 E High St Ste 2
East Hampton, CT 06424
860-342-2486
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advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
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CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Jeanne Nuhfer
Financial Advisor
205 E High St Ste 2
East Hampton, CT 06424
860-342-2486
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%

THE BEST TIME OF YEAR
F O R  O U T D O O R  D I N I N G

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food and live entertainment

throughout the week on The Patio at Sadler's.
Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

and Patio!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TUES-THURS, & SUNDAY EVENINGS
(weather permitting)

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm
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THE BEST TIME OF YEAR
F O R  O U T D O O R  D I N I N G

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food and live entertainment

throughout the week on The Patio at Sadler's.
Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

and Patio!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TUES-THURS, & SUNDAY EVENINGS
(weather permitting)

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

20% OFF your whole check Tuesdays after 4pm.
Half OFF Your second meal Wednesdays after 4pm.

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

Hurry in!
Sale ends September 30,2026

Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED
1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeColonial
w/Ramp IN STOCK!!
Reg $6,429

SALE $5,143

CarefreeDormerCottage
w/Ramp
Reg $8,270

SALE $6,995

CarefreeCottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $9,331

SALE $7,895

CarefreeVinyl Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $10,164

SALE $8,131

CarefreeHorse Barns
SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $8,102

SALE $6,482

CarefreeVinyl Dutch
Garage w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $17,798

SALE $14,239

12x16 10x1210x12

14x24 10x16 10x16Stock #21125
Shown with
optional cupola

Example
10x16 Run In

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM
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HURRYIN – SALE ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH!!

0%
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For 12
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CAREFREE’S HARVEST SAVINGS SALEthe
SAVE UP TO 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!

CIT8-20-26

Hurry in!
Sale ends September 30,2026

Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED
1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeColonial
w/Ramp IN STOCK!!
Reg $6,429

SALE $5,143

CarefreeDormerCottage
w/Ramp
Reg $8,270

SALE $6,995

CarefreeCottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $9,331

SALE $7,895

CarefreeVinyl Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $10,164

SALE $8,131

CarefreeHorse Barns
SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $8,102

SALE $6,482

CarefreeVinyl Dutch
Garage w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $17,798

SALE $14,239
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Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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SAVE UP TO 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!

Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland • Portland

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding kindergarten 

registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  

Vocal Chords Seek New Members
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) are searching for men and women to 
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions. 

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals start Tuesday, Aug. 25, from 
6:45-9 p.m., at St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox 
Parish Hall, 10 Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC 
prepares for its holiday concert on Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at Portland High School. New 

members may join until Sept. 8.
This community-focused group’s repertoire 

includes hits from past and present, along with 
classical and patriotic selections. The group cur-
rently has around 90 members; you do not need 
any affiliation with Middlesex Health to become 
a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s 
annual Patron Drive go back to the community 
through scholarships awarded to Middlesex 
County seniors who plan to study nursing or 
music. For more information, visit vocalcho-
rds20.org or call 860-342-3120. You can also 
find the Vocal Chords on YouTube and Face-
book. 

Exchange Club Touch-a-Truck
The Exchange Club of Portland will hold 

its annual Touch A Truck event on Sunday, 
Aug. 30, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Portland 
Exchange Grounds. The Exchange will have 
trucks and vehicles of all types for children to 
come and sit in.  The event will be horn-free 
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Proceeds from this year’s event will support 
the creation of a “Championship” sign honor-
ing Portland High School’s state champion-

ship teams. Over the past decade – and in ear-
lier years – PHS has earned many state titles. 
This sign will celebrate those achievements.  

Admission $5 per person and can be pur-
chased at the gate.  Hot dogs, ice cream and 
refreshments will be available for purchase.  
Parking is free.

If you have a vehicle of any type for the 
Touch A Truck event, contact Jamie Leonard 
at 860-301-6998.   
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Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Stop in today for your
Free Brake Check and overall
vehicle readiness inspection!

Time to make sure your car and 
your child's car are safe to drive and in 

proper working order!

IT'S 
BACK TO 
SCHOOL!

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 9/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Schedule your appointment online today
at www.portlandautomotive.com

Portland Broadens Special Education Opportunities
By Anne Lilburn	

Portland Public Schools is starting the school 
year with two new big developments related to 
special education.

The first involves the Portland Pathways to 
Transition Program (PPTP), which was former-
ly housed at both the high school and Brown-
stone Intermediate School, moving into a new 
community-based space in a house located on 
Main Street that the district will rent. The tran-
sition program helps the town meet its require-
ment to educate students with significant dis-
abilities through age 22. 

The other involves a lease agreement with a 
private educational services company called 
Saybrook Reading, which will rent space at the 
high school that has been vacated now that the 
transition program is moving into its new home. 
The district says that, while only one will imme-
diately bring revenue into the district, both have 
the potential to do so in the long term.

Transition Program on the Move
The transition program moving out of the 

school and into a community setting is a natural 
fit for the type of education it provides, said Sara 
McLaughlin, Director of Student Services for 
Portland Public Schools, as the program pro-
vides skills that are less about meeting academic 
standards and more about learning skills that 
help young adults be more independent.

“Typically we see graduation as an end – you 
know, they graduate, they go on,” said McLaugh-
lin. “But for students who have disabilities, they 
require more supports, more services to transi-
tion to adulthood, so what we have is our tran-
sition program that was started about five years 
ago and serves students [ages] 18 to 22 who 
have met graduation requirements, but require 
additional services in the areas of daily living, 
vocational [skills], self-care, things like that.”

The goal of the program, said McLaughlin 
and Superintendent of Schools Charles Britton, 

was to set up these students, who have “neuro-
developmental disabilities with high needs,” to 
be employable and capable of being as indepen-
dent as possible. 

Students participating in the program spend 
a portion of their day on vocational training, 
volunteering in the community at local busi-
nesses. The remainder of their time is spent 
on life skills training. McLaughlin said that 
the house-based location will allow students to 
practice skills such as doing laundry or prepar-
ing food in a kitchen. 

It will also have an area devoted to leisure and 
social skills, where students can, for example, 
practice playing board games, and will also in-
clude an “adult-focused sensory space” with a 
swing, trampoline and a calm down area.

“It’s important for them to be young adults, 
right? They are young adults. They have gradu-
ated from the high school,” said McLaughlin. 
“It’s really a best practice for these programs 
to be in the community, because they’re about 
adulthood. You know, you’re not a high school 
student; you’re not an elementary student. So, 
not only does it let us offer more services and do 
more with them, it’s also really meaningful for 
them to be in the community as adults and be 
taking that next step.”

The PPTP program may also eventually pro-
vide a source of revenue to the district, said both 
McLaughlin and Britton, since other area towns 
are also required by the state to provide eligible 
students with transition services, but may not 
offer comparable programs of their own.

“We’re looking to market to other surround-
ing communities,” McLaughlin said. “So for 
other communities that might not have a com-
munity space or might not have as robust of a 
community space, we are hoping to offer those 
students the opportunity to tuition in.”

McLaughlin said she was happy to be able to 

offer a program like this in Portland, and noted 
that transition services often get overlooked 
when people talk about special education.

“There’s a lot of emphasis” put on early inter-
vention or college readiness, McLaughlin said, 
“and this is something that often doesn’t get as 
much attention, but it’s so important because 
our goal is for kids is to be independent and 
successful in their lives. And for some of our 
students, they really need that robust amount of 
support.”

Private Company Leases Space at PHS
At Portland High School, there will be some 

changes as well, as private company Saybrook 
Reading opens its Orton-Gillingham Learning 
Lab in several unused classrooms. The company 
will lease the space as a private entity, thus pro-
viding revenue to the district, and will also pro-
vide some Portland educators with professional 
development as well.

Saybrook Reading is an education services 
company that currently operates a location in 
Old Saybrook, where they provide a range of 
services to parents and school districts seek-
ing services for children dealing with dyslexia 
and language-based learning differences. The 
company focuses on a structured, sequential 
approach known as the Orton-Gillingham 
method, which McLaughlin described as “a 
phonics-based, very research-based approach 
primarily for students with dyslexia [and] dys-
graphia.”

Beginning this school year, the company’s 
Portland Orton-Gilingham Learning Lab will 
provide specialized outplacement half-day pro-
gramming for students who require significant 
interventions and intensive instruction, said 
Saybrook Reading founder Sarah Fudge. 

The program will serve both elementary and 
middle school-age students and will have the 
capacity to be able to serve 18 total students, she 
said (nine elementary students and nine middle 
school students). They are beginning this year 
with four in each age group, with the plan to fill 
the remaining spots as the year progresses. The 

program is a private one and does not currently 
have any Portland students enrolled.

Students at the learning lab will arrive for a 
portion of their school day to receive specialized 
instruction, with much of it happening in either 
a one on one or small group environment. For 
the remaining part of the day, these students will 
attend classes in their home district, where they 
can maintain social connections with peers. The 
goal, said Fudge, was to “close the reading gap” 
as quickly as possible for students.

“We’re very different in the sense that typi-
cally, when you do an outplacement for special 
ed, the district will not have the student within 
their walls for three years,” said Fudge. “So they 
basically say goodbye to a kid. They don’t get 
them back maybe for three years. We’re very 
different. We’re very collaborative. We don’t in-
tend on keeping kids for years and years. Our 
goal is to close the gap as quickly as possible, 
so they can go back into the school to be with 
their peers.” 

As part of the lease agreement, Saybrook 
Reading will also provide professional devel-
opment opportunities for Portland educators 
to receive training in Orton-Gillingham meth-
odology that could be helpful in both special 
education and general education environments, 
McLaughlin and Fudge said.

“The model that we’re offering for profession-
al development, is kind of like a co-op style,” 
said Fudge. “So the teachers come into our lab, 
there’s a dedicated space for the professional de-
velopment space. We’re teaching different types 
of instruction and different types of techniques 
that we use, and then they can actually go into 
the classroom and observe those techniques be-
ing used in action — and then they go back into 
their co-op room to try it out.”

“We’re excited not only to just be a part of a 
new vision of what that type of programming 
could look like, but also [to receive] some train-
ing to our staff in that area of structured litera-
cy,” said McLaughlin.
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$Dance with the Stars, cont. from page 1
ementary School Resource Officer; Bernadette 
Derring, director of senior and human services 
at Columbia’s Beckish Senior Center; Megan 
Albridge, AHM’s clinical director; Jenna Cooke, 
an APRN with Screening and Preventative Ser-
vices at MidState Radiology; Scot Kauffman, di-
rector at Colebrook Village; and Wendy Kopp, 
owner of Over AndOver Barntique.

The contestants began practicing around 
mid-July, and some used AHM space for re-
hearsals.

For Kopp, the experience has meant stepping 
outside of her comfort zone.

“I do not,” Kopp laughed when asked if she 
had any prior dancing experience. “Besides the 
ballerina class that my mom threw me in at sev-
en? No, I do not.”

Kopp admitted she was nervous when she 
was first asked to participate, but being able to 
raise money for AHM made the decision easier.

“When I was first asked, I was very nervous, 
but of course intrigued. I said to myself, ‘Well, 
it’s for charity, why not?’” she said. Kopp is 
dancing hip hop with CT Dance Hub. She even 
took an adult hip hop class over the summer to 
prepare herself for the challenge.

“I just love that music so much,” said Kopp. 
“It just really motivates me.”

Her rehearsals have been challenging, but she 
said she has enjoyed the experience and meet-
ing new people.

“It’s been very fun, and I’ve met a lot of new 
people,” she said.

Kopp is also grateful to CT Dance Hub owner 
Stephanie McHugh, who has been helping with 
the choreography.

“She has said yes and has spent so much time 
with us, like professional time,” said Kopp. “The 
way that she’s teaching us and curating the cho-
reography, it’s just amazing.”

As Giordano explained it, the dancers won’t 
just be performing routines. The event is de-
signed to recreate some of the excitement of 
the popular TV show, complete with costumes, 
lighting, sound and a panel of community judg-
es.

As of right now, AHM is keeping a tight lid 
on the judges’ identities. “We’ve got celebrity 
judges, those in the community that are influ-
ential, and I think everybody will know them,” 
said Giordano.

The judges will score the performances dur-
ing the show, with the winning couple receiving 
a Mirrorball-style trophy.

There will also be a “Fan Favorite” award. Be-
ginning Sept. 1, each contestant will have a fun-

draising page where supporters can donate to 
their favorite dancer. Voting will remain open 
through Sept. 17, and the contestant whose 
team raises the most money will receive the Fan 
Favorite award.

That gives the community a chance to get in-
volved before the dancers even take the stage.

Giordano shared that AHM intentionally 
chose contestants who already have strong con-
nections throughout the four towns.

“We really just kind of dug into those that 
are historically supporters of AHM and have 
shown partnership and collaboration with us,” 
she said.

AHM Youth & Family Services provides pro-
grams and services across Andover, Hebron, 
Marlborough and Columbia, including mental 
health services, clinical therapy, family sup-
port, school-based positions and community 
programs. Money raised through events like 
“Dancing with the Stars” helps support that 
work.

Giordano said the fundraiser is another way 
for AHM to connect with the communities it 
serves. “We want to try to fill those 800 seats 
that evening,” she said.

Kopp said AHM’s local focus is one of the 
reasons she wanted to participate.

“I love how they are so connected to the tri-
town area,” she said. “I really loved how they 
always created programs to support children 
and families in those three particular towns and 
stay very local to helping this area.”

The night is also a chance for people who 
may not know much about AHM to learn more 
about the organization while having fun.

“We want to try to recreate as much of the 
magic on the televised show as we can in person, 
which I think will be really fun,” said Giordano. 
Guests are even encouraged to dress up and 
make the night feel like a real television event.

With costumes, choreography, music, judges 
and local stars taking the stage, Giordano hopes 
the evening will leave people with a favorite 
performance and a full heart.

“We want to make sure that we put on a good 
show for people, bring the community together 
in a positive way and just continue to spread the 
word about AHM’s programs and services,” she 
said.

For Kopp, who began this adventure with 
little dance experience and plenty of nerves, the 
challenge has already been worth it.

“It’s a way to exercise, it’s a way to think with 
another side of my brain and I’m really chal-
lenged by it in a good way,” said Kopp. “It’s very 
challenging … but we’re having so much fun.”
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Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Saturday, Sept. 5, and Monday, Sept. 
7, for Labor Day.

Children’s Programs: Fall Storytimes: Start 
the week of Sept. 7. Registration opens Mon-
day, Aug. 31, and space is limited. Preschool 
Storytimes (ages 3-5): Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 8-Oct. 27. Toddlers and Tots Storytime 
– Mother Goose on the Loose (ages 0-2): 
Wednesdays at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. Sept. 
9-Oct. 28. 

Here There Be Dragons!: Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m. Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, for grades 3-5. Dive 
into a world of dragons in this three-week pro-
gram. Create your own dragon eyeballs and 
eggs, forge your own weapons to battle some 
ferocious dragons in the library, and work to-
gether to escape a dragon’s lair escape room. 
Registration is required and opens on Monday, 
Aug. 31, at 10 a.m.

Teen Advisory Board: Monday, Sept. 21: 
3:30 p.m., for students in grades six and up. Are 
you interested in helping plan programs and 
pick out materials for the library? Come for an 
introductory meeting and let staff know what 
you want to see at the library. No registration 
required. Snacks will be provided.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception 
– “Portland x Portland”: Saturday, Sept, 12, 1 
p.m. In this special exhibit, 12 Portland photog-
raphers – Susan Anderson, Gabriela Andrew, 
Michael Beck, Dan Castelli, Beau Doherty, 
Chris Edie, Terry Grady, Chris Graham, Janet 
Lopes, Cara Mac, Lucinda Patrick and Sarah 
Weeden – will offer their perspectives of their 

hometown. This reception is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Portland Library. This exhibit will 
run from Sept. 8 through Oct. 8.

Songs From the Bend in the River: An Un-
told Story of American Music: Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m. After 30 years of traveling the 
world as a musician and songwriter, Portland 
native Joe Flood discovered that he shared a 
musical lineage with three important 19th cen-
tury songwriters from Middletown: Henry Clay 
Work (1832-1884), composer of “Marching 
Through Georgia” and “Grandfather’s Clock,” 
once the most popular song in America; Regi-
nald Dekoven (1859-1920), the first success-
ful American operetta composer; and Edward 
Barrett (1817-1914), an Irish immigrant black-
smith and broadside poet who wrote lyrics to 
traditional airs. Touching as it does on blackface 
minstrelsy as well as the beginnings of Ameri-
can musical theater and the roots of American 
folk music, this musical era – largely before the 
dawn of recorded music – is little spoken of or 
understood today, the library said. In this pre-
sentation, Flood will sing the songs and explain 
the context. Registration is requested.

Adult Craft Night: Paint Party: Wednes-
day, Sept. 23, 6 p.m., led by resident and artist 
Brigette Roy. Each participant will leave with a 
completed painting. Registration opens Mon-
day, Aug. 31, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Movie: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. Devil 
Wears Prada 2 (2026; rated PG-13) will be 
shown. Run time is 120 minutes.

Book Clubs: Talk About Books: Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, 1 p.m. Anxious People by Fredrik Back-
man will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night 
Book Club: Thursday, Sept. 3, 6:30 p.m. What’s 
Mine and Yours by Naima Coster will be dis-
cussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tuesday, 
Sept. 15, 1 p.m. The Maid by Nita Prose will be 
discussed. Book Club for Solidarity and Com-
munity: Saturday, Sept. 26, 1 p.m. This Book Is 
Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell will be discussed.
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Library Friends’ Ongoing Book Sale
The Friends of the Portland Library invites 

the community to peruse the book, DVD, and 
puzzle bargains that can be found at its ongoing 
book sale, held at Portland Library, 20 Freestone 
Ave., during normal library hours.

Recently released fiction hardcovers, a wide 
selection of trade and paperback titles as well 
as many children’s and young adult books are 
available for summertime reading. Also, there is 
an array of DVDs and puzzles to keep everyone 

busy these last few weeks of summer vacation. 
Inventory is refreshed weekly, so the Friends 

encourage a visit to the on-going book sale 
whenever patrons stop in at the library. The sale 
area is in the windowed corridor leading to the 
Mary Flood meeting room. All proceeds from 
the book sale support the programs offered by 
the library for children, adults and families as 
well as adding to the library’s media collection.

St. Mary Church News & Notes
 St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located at 

45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its servic-
es and events. For more information, visit www.
stmaryportlandct.org. 

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and 
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and 4:45 
p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrangements. 
Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-342-2308 to 

make arrangements. Marriages: Contact the of-
fice at 860-342-2328 to make an appointment 
with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of every 
month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Carpino, Needleman Announce Grant
State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32nd District) 

and state Sen. Norman Needleman (D-33rd 
District) recently announced that Portland has 
been named a recipient for the High-Quality 
Special Education Incentive Grant Program, re-
ceiving $112,310.  

This grant program is administered through 
the Connecticut Department of Education and 
helps to provide in-district or regional special 
education services that support students with 
disabilities.  

“This funding is dedicated to helping our 

students that learn differently,” said Carpino. 
“This is a great opportunity for our schools to 
broaden learning programs and reduce out-of-
district placements so that kids can learn along-
side their neighbors.”  

“This grant means a great deal, as it will help 
manage the costs of special education and sup-
port the needs of our local students and school 
systems,” said Needleman. “I’m grateful to Gov-
ernor Lamont and state leaders for their sup-
port.” 

State Sen. Norman Needleman and state Rep. Christie Carpino.

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday. 
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This week’s ser-
mon title is “Barefoot and Brave.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: Sunday School for children 
ages K-8th grade is provided. This week, the 
topic is “Birdhouses.” Come and decorate your 

own birdhouse.
 Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need 

collects donations for the Portland Food Bank. 
Items needed are oatmeal packets, peanut but-
ter, peanut butter crackers, canned proteins, in-
dividual snacks, and juice boxes.

For more information about church services 
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or 
call 860-342-3244.

Community Stroke Education Class
There will be a Community Stroke Education 

Class, presented by Middlesex Health in part-
nership with the Portland Fire Department, on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m., at Portland Fire 
Department Company No. 2, 594 Main St.

Join Ryan Snow, Middlesex Health Commu-
nity Stroke Educator, along with Portland Fire 
Department members, for an informational ses-
sion on what you need to know about strokes. 
Learn signs and symptoms, risk factors and 

preventative measures, and learn background 
on emergency medical services, the emergency 
department and in-patient care.

This informational session will be followed 
by a Q&A session with both Snow and the fire 
department personnel. 

The class is open to the public, and no RSVP 
is needed. 

For more information, email Snow at ryan.
snow@midhosp.org.

Melilli’s Portland Location Closes Permanently
By Anne Lilburn

Portland will be saying goodbye to longtime 
local establishment Mellili Caffe and Grill, 
which announced it would be closing its doors 
in an Aug. 24 Facebook post. Melilli’s Portland 
location had been temporarily closed since late 
July, when they announced a “two- to three-
week break.”

“It is with very heavy hearts that we have 
made the extremely difficult decision to perma-
nently close our Portland location,” restaurant 
management posted to its Facebook page. “This 
was not an easy decision for our family or our 
business. After much thought and consider-
ation, due to the owner’s ongoing health issues 
and struggles with his back, we have decided 
that it is best for us to bring everyone together 
under one roof and focus on moving forward 
at our Newfield Street location in Middletown.”

The post continued, “We want to take a mo-

ment to thank the Portland community from 
the bottom of our hearts for the incredible love 
and support you have shown us throughout the 
past 13 years. You welcomed us, supported our 
small business, shared meals and memories 
with us, and became so much more than cus-
tomers – you became friends and family. We 
will truly miss seeing all of our wonderful Port-
land regulars, and saying goodbye to that chap-
ter is incredibly hard.”

At the Middletown location, co-owner Nikki 
Milardo, whose father Sebastian “Seby” Milardo 
originally founded and ran the Portland loca-
tion, said that the family had to make the tough 
decision in order to protect “our family’s health 
and longevity.”

Her father fell and broke his back last No-
vember, she said, and the recovery had been 
challenging, involving surgery, rehabilitation 

and additional procedures. She said he had pro-
gressed from initially using a walker to now be-
ing able to walk, but that he suffered from spinal 
stenosis and was often in pain. Managing two 
restaurants, she said, “just became too much.”

She said that the other Melilli’s location in 
Middletown was still very much open for busi-
ness, and that her father would still be involved 
in that restaurant’s operations.

Portland First Selectman Mike Pelton said he 
had been sad to hear the news, but that he un-
derstood.

“I know Seby really well, and he needs to rest 
and recover as much as possible. … His health 
is too important,” said Pelton. “As a town we’re 

really going to miss Sebby, but he contributes so 
much to the town in other ways.”

In the comments to that Facebook post, the 
reactions were disappointed, though many said 
they understood the challenging decision and 
that the Milardo family faced and noted that 
they would be supporting the Middletown lo-
cation. 

After one customer commented on how great 
the pancakes were, Seby Milardo weighed in in 
the comments to reassure customers that they 
would find the same recipes, from pancakes to 
pizza, at the Middletown location.

“Same food, same people – just a different lo-
cation!” he reassured one commenter.

Fun Run in the Sun… Pictured are the trophy winners for Fun Run Series in 
Portland. The series runs for five week and there were eight different age categories 
of runners. Top row (from left): Steve Habino, Deb Rooth, Declan Kelly, Brianna 
Rooth, Tim Dickerson, and Becky Burke. Front Row: Gianna Croteau, Sylvia Sal-
amone, Mason Croteau, Romeo Freeman, Scarlett Solak, Liam Xiao, and Martin 
Solak. Missing: Mike O’Rourke and Karen Harding.
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Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Avenue, 

announces the following. Registration is re-
quired for all programs unless noted; for more 
information or to register, call 860-342-6761. Se-
nior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Visit www.
portlandct.org/senior-services for more infor-
mation, including a calendar of events.

Food Bank: Open at the senior center on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Donations welcome, but please only leave dona-
tions during Food Bank hours.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next date is Sept. 21. 

Weekly Programs: Monday, 8/31: Light 
Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/1: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 a.m. 
– help make fleece teddy bears for cancer patients. 
Also, donations of light fleece (one yard or more) 
are sought for making teddy bears for cancer pa-
tients throughout Connecticut. To donate, call 
860-342-0809; No Congregate Meal Today; Cou-
pons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; Syn-
coCize II, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor. 

Wednesday, 9/2: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 p.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Fiber Arts 
Group, noon; Bridge, 12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 9/3: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 a.m.; 
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, noon 
– $3 suggested donation (must fill out form). 
Menu: chicken and veggie pot pie, mashed po-
tatoes, banana bread slice, orange cup, string 
cheese; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 9/4: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m., fee is a 
$5 donation to instructor.

 Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 
all programs are free.

Note: There will be no blood pressure clinic 
or health chat in September.

Tuesday, Sept. 1: Health Benefits of Tea, 
12:45-1:45 p.m. All are invited for a “Par-Tea!” 
with For All Ages. Discover the health ben-
efits of tea. Enjoy complimentary tea and sweet 
treats. Also, learn about Tea@3, For All Ages’ 
free program connecting generations over tea. 
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online 
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Wednesday, Sept. 9: Shoreline Trolley Muse-
um, 9 a.m.-noon. Ride on the historic Portland 
Car 2350, view Osprey nest, and travel along the 
shoreline. Lunch (pizza) will be delivered. Cost 
(including lunch) is $13, plus a $5 ride fee.

Thursday, Sept. 10: The Wall That Heals, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Visit The Wall That Heals, a three-
quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Leave the Senior 

Center at 10 a.m. to visit the memorial, followed 
by lunch at The Broken Crust. Cost is a $5 ride 
fee. Pay for your own lunch. Rain date: Sept. 11.

Thursday, Sept. 10: Community Quilters’ 
Group, 7-9 p.m. This is a group dedicated to the 
art of quilting and passing on the knowledge of 
this art. All skill levels and ages welcome. No 
registration required, but must fill out senior 
center membership form before joining group. 

Friday, Sept. 11: Ken Doney Family History 
Research, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Ken Doney is back to 
show you how to research your own family history. 

Monday, Sept. 14: Cooking for One with 
Chef Marilyn McGrath, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. En-
hance your cooking skills, enjoy social interac-
tion, learn how to maximize food budget and 
learn how to reduce food waste. Don’t forget to 
bring a take-home container. Space is limited. 
Class cost: $10. Call 860-342-6761 to sign up or 
go to MyActiveCenter.com.

Monday, Sept. 14: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 
& Nature Program – Herbal Salts Workshop, 1 
p.m. Registration required.

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Watercolor Painting 
Classes with Bivenne Staiger, 9:30 a.m.-noon. 
A new six-week session starts. Make payment 
to instructor. Contact bivenne@yahoo.com for 
more information.

Wednesday, Sept. 16: 2026 Southeast 
Healthy Living Expo, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at Dodd 
Stadium in Norwich. Sponsored by Senior Re-
sources Agency on Aging. There is a $5 ride fee. 
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online 
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides, 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The fee is $5/
person, round trip. Please give at least a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call 
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration for the Rec Season is open. 
Players will be grouped according to birth-

days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids 
born up to July 31 of the following year. When 
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for 
your player’s information, including birthdate. 

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 

an additional practice on Wednesdays.
Players will be groups by birthdate: U4: 

8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to 
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to 
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019 
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; 
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Senior Mixed Golf League
The six-week 2026 Fall Tuesday Morning Se-

nior Mixed Golf League starts Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
at Portland West Golf Course. All skill levels, 
and all seniors from the Rivereast towns, are 
welcome to join.

Email Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com 
for more information.
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480
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BROTHERS OIL COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-4

Portland Home 
& Hardware

CALL TODAY!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

9/11 Morning Service of Remembrance
Zion Lutheran Church invites the commu-

nity to attend an outdoor service of remem-
brance on the morning of Friday, Sept. 11, to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

The lowering of the American flag to half-
staff, prayers, readings, bell-tolling, candle-
lighting and classic rock songs will follow the 
timeline of the attacks.

The service begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 

10:10 a.m., with one intermission.  Chairs and 
water will be provided.  In the case of rain, the 
service will be held inside in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

After the service, the church sanctuary will 
be open for prayer and reflection through 
11:00 a.m.

The church is located at 183 William St. All 
are asked to park in the front parking lot.

Selectmen Catch Up on Routine Business
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen met for a very 
brief regular meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 19 
where town leaders received updates and cov-
ered the basics of keeping things going as the 
summer began to wind down. 

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican, 
started off the meeting by updating the board 
with a regular monthly report from the City of 
Middletown’s Central Communications Cen-
ter, which provides 911 service to both towns. 
Things were pretty typical, Pelton said, with the 
center reporting that in July, there were 391 in-
cident calls originating from Portland, which 
was close to the monthly year-long average of 
402 per month. Calls involving fire and police 
numbered 243, slightly higher than the year-
long monthly average of 221, with Pelton noting 
that “the numbers fall into the [normal] range,” 

Pelton also provided an update on the town’s 
plans for a new well that would serve as the 
source for a new municipal water supply. He 
said that the town was working with a firm to 
finish the modeling and finalize what they will 
send to the state’s Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP). The town is 
still on track, he said, to finalize their yield es-

timates and modeling by the end of September 
in order to continue with the state regulatory 
process, with Snyder Engineering continuing to 
work on the design of the pump house at the 
same time. 

“We are fully in line with our initial plan,” 
said Pelton. “We should be all set by the end of 
next year with a functioning pump house and 
have permits done.”

Pelton also said that the town was exploring 
potential USDA funding for alternate water 
supplies that might be used for “getting our old 
reservoir up and running.”

“It’s a big deal for us to be water independent,” 
said Pelton.

Selectman Jim Tripp, a Democrat, provided 
an update from the school building committee, 
which recently launched, saying that they were 
working on getting an RFP together for an ar-
chitect for the project, which will keep them on 
track with their scheduled timeline. 

Pelton also provided some community up-
dates that tied into economic development in 
the town. 

He indicated that he had recently visited 
Birdon Marina and Shipyard, and said that the 

company was “renovating and fixing up the 
47-foot boats that they give back to the Coast 
Guard.” He noted that the company was “look-
ing at maybe assembling boats or building boats 
in the near future” as well.

He also noted that the town had selected 
Portland Dental Care, or “Dr. Pete,” a.k.a Peter 
Gietzakos, as the Business of the Quarter, and 
noted that he had been serving Portland resi-
dents for 40 years. He noted that Dr. Pete was 
his dentist, with others on the council indicat-
ing the same. Pelton also pointed out that Gi-
etzakos and his staff “keep their property really, 
really neat and organized and that makes a dif-
ference in the town.” He said that should serve 
as a model for “the ones on the street that could 
probably do better.”

On the note of businesses that Pelton clear-
ly thought could do better, at the meeting, he 
also promised an update on local smoke shop 
King Smokers. Roughly a week later, on Aug. 
25, he did, posting on Facebook that “the Com-
missioner of the Department of Consumer 
Protection has revoked the business license of 
King Smokers as of last week and they will be 
served with a notice to close in the next couple 
days. Our town and our Police Department has 
worked very closely with the Attorney General’s 
office over the last 9 months to make this hap-

pen and I’m still amazed at how hard it was to 
shut down a shop that was busted four times for 
selling illegal drugs.  But those days are almost 
over!”

During discussion towards the end of the 
meeting, Selectman John Dillon, a Democrat, 
asked if anyone at the town level had received 
information about some low-flying military 
planes that had recently been seen (and heard) 
in the area.

“The C-17 or whatever, those cargo planes,” 
Dillon said, “they flew by so low, they were I 
guess over the river. I was looking from my 
front porch and I swear I could see the guy’s 
head in the cockpit. And they did that a couple 
weeks ago…right over the town hall and I actu-
ally stood there and watched because I thought 
that thing was coming down.”

“I’ve been told unofficially,” said Pelton, “that 
it may have to do with Pratt & Whitney, maybe 
they’re working their way there for some train-
ing exercises, but I have not been notified and I 
don’t believe any town around here [has].”

Pelton noted finally that the town was still 
looking for additional people to apply to serve 
on the town’s charter commission, and encour-
aged those interested to apply. The Board of Se-
lectmen will hold its next regularly scheduled 
meeting on Sept. 2.
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Mike and Katie Cannata of Precise Grading & Earthworks LLC received the Crafted 
with Care Award for the business’s entry. 

And the Winners Also Are….
Here are some more of the winners and runners-up from this year’s Portland Street Garden 

Project.

Donna Grabek of Winchester Café received the Pretty Palette Award for the busi-
ness’s colorful display. 

Kerianne Burchardt of Savvy Swap Consignment and Michelle Engel of Highland Sol 
Flower Farm received the 2026 Portland’s Choice Award, selected by community vote.

Sarah and Billy Caratasios of Tommy’s Pizza received third place in the special 
America’s 250 Award category, celebrating the nation’s 250th birthday through a 
patriotic garden display.

Leigh Radziwon of SilTec Labs received the Marvelous Mix Award, recognizing the 
variety of plants used in the display. 

Jessica Blancato Roche of Your Health Solutions LLC received a Green Thumb 
Tribute, in recognition of the business’s contribution to beautifying Portland

Matthew Pegolo and Kaylee Rugar of PegArch Architecture and Design and Dominic 
DiMauro of Tropical CT received second place overall. 
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APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron

860-228-3952

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round

Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

Discovery Zone Learning Center

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough

860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

School Board Appoints New Superintendent
By Toriana Williams

Marlborough’s new superintendent of 
schools, with several decades of experience, is 
excited to return to classrooms and the chal-
lenges that come with leading a community.

Paul K. Smith, who began serving as super-
intendent of Marlborough Public Schools just 
two weeks ago, brings more than 40 years of 
experience in education. He has spent time as 
a music teacher, assistant principal, principal, 
superintendent, consultant and interim super-
intendent. Now, he’s returning to the day-to-day 
life of a school district because he missed the 
people who make schools special.

“I miss the day-to-day interaction with stu-
dents, families, teachers and … really missed 
the dynamic environment that a school is,” said 
Smith.

The Marlborough Board of Education unani-
mously appointed Smith to the position at its 
Aug. 13 meeting. He succeeded Holly Hage-
man, who left Marlborough to become superin-
tendent of schools in Barrington, R.I.

Smith said he was immediately impressed by 
what he found in Marlborough.

“The school is an excellent school, and I’m re-
ally impressed with the teachers and the staff,” 
he said. “I’m really impressed with the really 
personal approach to education that this com-
munity commits to.” 

That personal approach, he said, is something 
he doesn’t want to disrupt.

“When people say, ‘What are you going to 
do?’, I’m not going to do anything to get in the 
way of the excellence that’s already present,” said 
Smith.

Instead, he wants to build on what Marlbor-
ough is already doing well while making sure 
students and staff feel supported.

Leading With Compassion
Smith emphasized compassion as one of the 

more important aspects of his leadership phi-
losophy.

“I believe that compassion is the cornerstone 
of education,” he said.

For Smith, that means looking beyond test 
scores and instead making sure the people in-
side the school feel valued. He wants students 
to feel cared for, and he also wants teachers and 
staff to know that their well-being truly matters.

“It’s important that, as much as we are con-
cerned about our students’ mental health and 
wellness, that we also remain concerned about 
the mental health and wellness of our teachers 
and staff,” said Smith.

He believes the two are ultimately connected.
“Teachers that are cared for are going to en-

sure that students are cared for,” he said.
During his tenure, Smith hopes to build a 

positive school culture through everyday inter-

actions between students, teachers and admin-
istrators. He said his goal is not just to maintain 
a high-performing school, but to make sure it is 
also a place where people enjoy coming to learn 
and work.

He also wants the community to have a voice 
in deciding where the district goes next.

“It’s not just a superintendent who says, ‘Hey, 
here’s what we’re going to do,’” said Smith. “It’s 
listening to people, and then saying, ‘I’ll help 
you get there.’”

Looking Toward 2039
Even though he’s only been on the job for 

barely two weeks, Smith is already looking far 
ahead.

One of his goals is to work with the commu-
nity to create a strategic plan looking 10 years 
into the future. He referred to the kindergarten 
students entering school now as an example. 
Those students, he said, will be the Class of 
2039.

The question Smith asked is what are the 
skills those children will need by then.

“We’re going to prepare students for a future 
that, right now, we can only imagine,” he said.

Technology and AI are changing the job mar-
ket, and Smith believes schools need to prepare 
students for that changing world. But he also 
believes there are human skills that technology 
cannot replace.

“We also know there’s … certain human skills 
that AI will never be able to master in our life-
time,” he said.

Smith wants the community to help decide 
which skills should be emphasized, from criti-
cal thinking and creativity to other transferable 
and life skills. That includes listening to students 
and parents.

“I think the student voice is really important, 
and I think the parent voice is really impor-
tant,” said Smith. He also wants to hear from lo-
cal business leaders and other members of the 
community before making major decisions.

Academic Excellence and Good Humans
Smith explained he does not view academic 

achievement and personal growth as compet-
ing goals. Marlborough already has strong test 
scores, he said, but that shouldn’t be the end of 
the conversation.

“Every school’s mission is to keep improving 
what they do academically,” said Smith. “So a 
district like Marlborough that has very good test 
scores says, ‘Okay, we’ve met that bar. Now let’s 
raise the bar a little.’”

He added that test scores are only one part of 
the equation of what makes a student successful.

“We don’t just look at achieving good scores. 
We want to achieve good students, and I believe 
you can do both,” he shared.

Smith wants students to become “compas-
sionate and caring, and curious and creative” 
while also making academic progress. He is 
particularly interested in opportunities involv-
ing science, technology, engineering, arts and 
math, otherwise known as STEAM.

He said he would like to see more after-school 
coding and robotics opportunities, along with 
other programs that encourage students to ex-
periment and solve problems.

“I’m very supportive of STEAM activities. I’d 
love to really promote that alongside reading 
and literacy,” he said. He also strongly believes 
in the arts, as his own career began with music.

Music Runs in the Family
Smith grew up in Massachusetts and attended 

Boston University, where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in education and music. He later earned 
a master’s degree in education and music from 
the Eastman School at the University of Roch-
ester, followed by his sixth-year degree and su-

perintendent certification from the University 
of Connecticut.

His father was a music educator, and both his 
brother and sister became teachers. “It’s defi-
nitely in the blood,” he agreed.

Smith began his own career as a music teach-
er in Bedford, Mass., teaching everything from 
beginning music to high school band. After 
moving to Connecticut with his wife, he taught 
music at Killingly High School before mov-
ing into administration. He then served as as-
sistant principal, principal and superintendent 
in Bolton, Griswold and East Hampton, and 
retired from full-time superintendent work in 
2024.

His time away from full-time district lead-
ership helped him realize that he wasn’t quite 
ready to leave schools behind. When the Marl-
borough position opened, he applied.

A Marathon Lesson
Smith’s approach to education is also shaped 

by his life outside of school. He enjoys walking 
and spending time outside with his dog, Pearl, a 
small rescue terrier. The pair walk three to five 
miles a day.

He also enjoys visiting Cape Cod and Boston 
and is a big Boston Red Sox fan. That much is 
evident from the Red Sox merch that lines the 
walls in his office.

In the past, Smith was an avid runner. He 
completed 10 full marathons and over 50 half 
marathons. Running, he said, taught him some-
thing important about education: the value of a 
growth mindset.

Smith recalled once telling someone he could 
never run a marathon. Then he thought about 
what the message would mean coming from an 
educator who constantly encourages students to 
challenge themselves.

“How can I, as an educator, say I could never 
do it?” Smith recalled thinking. So he changed 
his mind.

“I said, ‘Okay, I’ve got to put my money where 
my mouth is, and I’m going to run a marathon,” 
said Smith. Then, he eventually ran 10.

Now he jokes that his knees have made three 
to five miles a more reasonable goal, but the les-
son remains.

“We always tell our students, you can have a 
growth mindset, and here I was saying I’d never 
do a marathon,” said Smith. “Finally, I said, I 
need a growth mindset.”

Getting to Know Marlborough
Smith currently lives in West Hartford with 

his wife, Jacqueline, who he met in college. She’s 
also a music educator and is a professor of mu-
sic education at Boston University. The couple 
has two grown children and a young grand-
daughter.

Smith said his granddaughter gives him an-
other way to see education. “I love seeing educa-
tion through her eyes,” he said.

He also hopes to bring some of his interna-

Superintendent Paul K. Smith
tional education connections to Marlborough, 
and vice versa. Smith has traveled to China six 
or seven times and has developed relationships 
with educators and administrators there. He 
hopes to create opportunities for educators in 
Marlborough to connect with schools in China.

For right now, however, Smith’s focus is much 
closer to home. He wants to meet the people 
of Marlborough where they are, listen to their 
ideas and become part of the community.

He plans to attend PTO meetings, Board 
of Finance meetings and Board of Selectmen 
meetings. Beginning in September, he also 
plans to host “coffee opportunities with the su-
perintendent” for parents and general commu-
nity members.

“If parents can’t make it during those, they’re 
welcome to schedule a time with me. Morn-
ings or evenings, I would love to sit down,” said 
Smith.

Smith explained that, to him, leadership 
is not about arriving with all the answers, but 
instead about taking the time to listen before 
making decisions.

“I learned early on in leadership that the 
worst thing you can do is act too quickly,” he 
admitted.

Instead, he believes leaders should study a 
situation, listen to different opinions, look at the 
facts and then make a thoughtful decision.

“The best decisions are made with groups of 
people based on facts, and not just based on 
feelings or quick thoughts.”Reflective Number 

Signs Available
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has 

driveway reflective number signs available 
for purchase. 

Signs cost $50. The vertical sign is dou-
ble-sided, 8” x 24”, with 4” numbers on blue 
highway reflective metal. The signs help first 
responders find your home in the event of 
an emergency.

Order forms are online at www.marlbor-
oughct.gov and at Town Hall.

Former State
 Troubador to Perform

Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday @ The 
Arts Café will present Kala Farnham, Connecti-
cut’s 18th State Troubadour, in concert on Fri-
day, Aug. 28, at 7:30 p.m., at the center, 231 N. 
Main St. 

Farnham’s vocals and mystical folk harp, pia-
no and guitar, draws audiences into a transcen-
dent journey, the arts center said. 

Tickets are $15 and available at the door. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.

Marlborough
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m., on the Town Green. 

Attendees can expect live music and artisanal 
goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, baked goods, a variety of crafts and 
more.

The first 100 shoppers will receive a free 
Marlborough Farmers tote bag. Produce farms 
selling at the market will also be accepting WIC 
and senior vouchers.
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Local Art at Town Hall
Marlborough Arts Center has announced a 

new solo art exhibit of local artist Arlene S. 
Cavalieri. Her paintings will be displayed at 
Town Hall from August through October.

Cavalieri’s work includes oils and acrylic. 
Her compositions often feature ocean and 
pond scenes as well as landscape, animal and 
floral subjects. Her ocean paintings have won 
Dean Waite and First Place awards.

Cavalieri’s paintings can be seen in fine art 
shows in Connecticut and her work has been 
showcased in Connecticut corporate events. 

While Cavalieri will occasionally paint Plein 
Air in the warm weather, she mostly enjoys 
painting in her studio year-round.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists 
in the Marlborough Town Hall’s hallway. For 
inquiries regarding Cavalieri’s paintings, con-
tact Barbara Lazzari in Town Hall’s tax col-
lector’s office or contact Marlborough Arts 
Center at 860-467-6353 or info@marlbor-
ougharts.org.

Town-Wide
Tag Sale Coming

Marlborough Parks & Recreation is organiz-
ing the annual Town-Wide Tag Sale, coming up 
Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Registra-
tion forms are available in Town Hall or online 
at www.marlboroughct.gov.

Fee is $25 with a deadline of Oct. 1; no excep-
tions.

Singer to Perform
Marlborough Arts Center’s 4th Friday @ The 

Arts Café will present Kala Farnham, Connecti-
cut’s 18th State Troubadour, in concert on Fri-
day, Aug. 28, at 7:30 p.m., at the center, 231 N. 
Main St. 

Farnham’s vocals and mystical folk harp, pia-
no and guitar, draws audiences into a transcen-
dent journey, the arts center said. 

Tickets are $15 and available at the door. 
Doors open at 7 p.m.

250th Celebrations Continue 
As the town continues to celebrate the 250th 

anniversary of the founding of the United States, 
there will be a family-friendly event open to ev-
eryone at St. John Fisher Church on Jones Hol-
low Road on Sunday, Aug. 30, from 1-2:30 p.m.

All are invited to “continue to grow together” 
with various stations set up at the Community 
Giving Garden (which supports the local food 
bank), the Pollinator’s Garden (supporting our 
environment), the church’s outdoor Meditation 
area (to offer up intentions for the community 

and country), fun with chalk and bubbles, and 
a sweet treat. Families with children aged 3-10 
may find this the most enjoyable, the church 
said, while all are welcome to come and have 
fun.

Keeping with the theme of supporting the 
community, a non-perishable food item for the 
Marlborough Food Bank is greatly appreciated. 

Call the church at 860-295-0001 if you have 
questions.

Country Line Dancing 
Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing fun-
draiser Friday, Sept. 11, from 6-9 p.m., at the 
Marlborough American Legion, 128 East 
Hampton Rd.

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will DJ 
and lead country line dancing. Cost is $10.  Feel 
free to bring your own snacks. There is a cash 
bar. The event is open to the public.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays, 
Aug. 29-Oct. 31, at West Road upper field. No 
sessions 9/5 or 10/10. Mini, for age 2, will be 
held 3-3:30 p.m., and Classic, for ages 3-5, will 
be 4-4:45 p.m. Fee for Mini: $105/residents, 
$110/non-resident. Fee for Classic: $113/resi-
dent, $118/non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Kickball: For grades 5 & 
6. Wednesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Sept. 16-Oct. 21, 
at MES. Registration fee is $30.

Sparkling Spinners: Dance class for ages 3-5. 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5 p.m., Sept. 16-Nov. 18, at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers: Dance class for ages 2-3. 
Tuesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., Sept. 15-Nov. 17, or Sat-
urdays, 9:30-10 a.m., Sept. 19-Nov. 21. Classes 
held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Tots: Wednesdays, 
Sept. 23-Oct. 28, at Marlborough Elementary 
School. Ages 2-3.5 meet 5-5:45 p.m., and ages 
3.5-4 meet 6-6:45 p.m. Parent participation re-
quired for ages 2-3.5. Fee: $102/resident, $107/
non-resident.

Mad Science – Fall Crazy Chemworks: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 15-
Nov. 19, at MES. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-

residents. 
Crayola Imagine Arts Academy – Epic 

Landmarks Throughout History!: For grades 
K-6, at Marlborough Elementary School. Tues-
days, 3:15-4:15 p.m., from Oct. 13-Nov. 24. Fee: 
$144/residents, $149/non-residents. No class on 
11/3.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Nov. 7, 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Designed to prepare students in grades 6-8 
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Tap:  For ages 18 and 
over.  Thursdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 8-8:45 p.m., 
at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee: $200/resi-
dent.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m., at Marlborough 
Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-
resident.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is $5 per 
week. Session begins Oct. 5,

Zumba Class – Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is 
$60/resident, $65/non-resident, or a $10 drop-
in fee. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. in the air-conditioned sanctuary. 
The service is also broadcast live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing. Church pastor is the Rev. Valerie Seav-
er. There is no nursery care or Sunday School in 
August; they will resume Sept. 20. Children are 
always welcome at the worship service. The dea-
cons have provided quiet activity bags, found in 
the narthex, for the youngest children to borrow 
and enjoy at summer services and bulletins with 
word games, mazes, and picture finds for Sun-
day school-age children.

Aug. 30: The service will be led by Seaver. 
Her sermon title is “Just Another Day,” based on 
Exodus 3:1-15. After worship, all are invited to 
Coffee Hour in the Thienes Lounge for snacks 
and refreshments

Weekly Program: Senior Stretch and 
Strengthen meets Fridays from 9:45-10:45 a.m., 
upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. Cost is $25 per 
class. Try it for free on Sept. 4. All are welcome.

Community Sing, led by Seat of Our Pants 
member Carolyn Brodginski, is Saturday, Sept. 
5, at 7 p.m., in the Thienes Lounge. All who en-
joy singing including musicians are welcome. 
Music is provided. 

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA 

meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27. Mission-giv-
ing through September will go to Community 
Partners in Action Resettlement Program that 
provides comprehensive reentry services from 
basic needs to medical care, for women reenter-
ing society from York Correctional.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop  is closed in 
August and will reopen Friday, Sept. 11, and 
Saturday, Sept. 12. Follow the shop through 
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, Marl-
borough for summer updates. The eBay shop is 
open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure 
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Chair Yoga: Seated in a chair, explore gentle 
movement, practiced breathing and peaceful 
mindfulness. Next session: 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29. 
Fee: $35/Marlborough residents, $40/non-resi-
dents. RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better 
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement 
and exercises are drawn from body building, 
yoga, ballet and more. Instructor Hilary Celen-
tano. Next session: 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28; 10:45-
11:45. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents. 
RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

Rightsizing Today for More Choices To-
morrow: Making Room for What Matters 
Most – and Preparing for What’s Next: 9/1, 
10:30 a.m. Discover how downsizing on pur-
pose can help you create a safer, more comfort-
able home today while preparing for whatever 
tomorrow may bring.

Free Sound Bath: 9/2, 2-3 p.m. In sound 
baths, sounds and vibrations from instruments 
such as singing bowls, chimes and gongs help 
promote calm, relaxation, and a sense of well-
being. Jeremy Tucker, the resident engagement 
director at The Residence at Glastonbury will 
lead this experience.

Legislative Update with State Rep. Steve 
Weir: 9/9, 1 p.m. Weir (R-55) serves as the state 
representative for Marlborough, Andover, He-
bron and portions of Bolton and Glastonbury.

Thin Blue Line: 9/17, 10 a.m. Author Greg 
Dillon will share his story-turned-book, about 
a former FBI agent who discovers FBI miscon-
duct, and is subsequently demoted, harassed at 
home and threatened with termination. Even 
after a major courtroom victory and landmark 
decision, the agent realizes retaliation has only 
just begun.

Senior Center 25th Anniversary Party: Sat-
urday, 9/19, 1-4:30 p.m. The party will feature a 
live swing band, ice cream truck, photo booth, 
games, car show and more. All are welcome. 
The event will be held rain or shine.

Birthday Club: 9/22, 1-2 p.m. September 
birthdays will be celebrated with cake! Open 
to all friends and family. It does not have to be 

your birthday month to celebrate; however, if it 
is please RSVP.

Open Discussion on Open AI: 9/30, 1-2 p.m. 
Paul A. Kriksciun has dedicated his career to help-
ing organizations navigate complex technology 
and now focuses on making artificial intelligence 
accessible and understandable for everyone. All 
are invited to come learn and ask questions.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East 
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: 10/8. Enjoy a 
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen 
to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-
piece Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s 
flagship store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is 
$158/person. More information available at se-
nior center. 

Social Services: Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program: Electronic benefit card, 
preloaded with $40. For use at participating 
farmers markets to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables, eggs, honey, and fresh cut herbs. 
Use at the Marlborough Farmers Market every 
Wednesday. For Marlborough residents only. 
Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/month, 
Household 2 - $3,337.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive, 
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is 
an open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and 
4-6 p.m. The food bank is open to qualified resi-
dents in need.

Eversource: There are low-income discount 
rates available for electric bills. Proof required; 
by appointment only.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For 
application assistance, call the senior center. 
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes 
St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-

cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev. 
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini 
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to 
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is 
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4 
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community 
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s 
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl 
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club 
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned 
throughout the year to provide additional par-

ish fellowship. For details, see the church calen-
dar available on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: The 
Community Giving Garden is actively pro-
ducing fresh produce and meets Mondays at 5 
p.m. The garden yields fresh produce delivered 
weekly to the Marlborough Food Bank. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the 
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the 
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific 
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last 
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For 
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA, 
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call 
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for 
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Learn to Play Mah Jongg
Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231 N. 

Main St., is offering American Mah Jongg class-
es this fall for teens and adults. 

This six-week session is for beginners and 
advanced beginners. The instructor, Barbara 
Hahn, has been teaching for 15 years at local 
senior centers and libraries.  

Classes will be Thursdays 6-8:30 p.m., from 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 29; or Fridays, 2-4:30 p.m., from 

Sept. 18 to Oct. 30. There will be no classes Oct. 
8 and 9.

Fee is a $60 donation to the Marlborough 
Arts Center, plus a $15 fee for the 2026 NMJL 
Card, which is yours to keep.

For more information and to register, go to 
MarlboroughArts.org. For questions, call 860-
467-6353 or text 860-926-7500.



NEWS BULLETIN • August 28, 2026	 Page 29

R
E8

-2
1-

26

61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221  • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Whether you are looking for warmth in the 
winter, or Alaska in the summer, or Mississippi 

and European Rivers are beckoning you...

...NOW is the time 
to start planning 

your cruise!

Call Hebron Travel 
Today!

Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough •  Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough • Marlborough

C
IT

 4
-2

-2
6

Marlborough Day Brings Community Together, Rain or Shine

Larry Gormick (left) brought his 19-year-old blue and gold male macaw Mickey to Marlborough Day to get some sun, socialize and chow down on hot dogs. The day also 
featured – among many other things – a pie-eating contest and, in the photo at right, is Marlborough resident Frederick Rosenberger, who won the contest for his age bracket 
of 18 to 99. 
By Toriana Williams

The rain may have arrived early, but it didn’t 
stop Marlborough Day from celebrating like it 
does every year.

Held on Sunday, Aug. 23, at Blish Park, the 
annual celebration was filled with laughter, 
food, music, games, dancing and plenty of fami-
ly-friendly fun. Even with wet weather threaten-
ing to put a damper on the festivities, residents 
and visitors still made their way to the park.

The event featured several familiar aspects, 
such as the roaming railroad, a performance 
by the Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife and Drum 
Corps, vendor booths and organizations around 
the park to say hello.

There were also a few new attractions, like a 
pie-eating contest and a Brooms Friends Fun 
events broom dance. Characters including Stu-
art from Minions and Woody from Toy Story 
also made an appearance.

And then there were the bubbles.
The beloved bubble wands are a simple but 

enticing attraction, bringing out the inner child 
in everyone as they wave the wands through the 
air and watch enormous bubbles float across the 
park. For a few moments, the gray skies and wet 
grass seemed less intrusive as people chased and 
admired the shimmering and floating orbs.

There was also the comforting smell of fresh 
cinnamon buns mixed with the earthy scent 
that the rain left behind. For many, however, 
Marlborough Day is less about activities and 
food and more about being together.

Margaret Smith of Colchester brought her 
16-month-old son, Charlie, to the event with her 
friend Kat King, who brought her 17-month-
old daughter, Sophie.

“It’s our first time here,” said Smith. She shared 
that she appreciated the chance for people to 
gather and learn more about their community.

“I just think gathering people in the commu-

nity to meet new people and to learn about the 
businesses or the different programs like the li-
brary offers, I just think it’s important to know 
your community,” she said.

King, who lives in East Hampton, agreed that 
community events are important for families.

“Having regional events to go to I think is re-
ally important for kids and parents together,” 
said King. “We’ve seen a lot of people we know 
from the library around here. It’s been nice.”

The day also offered visitors a chance to meet 
some unusual guests.

Larry Gormick came from New London with 
Mickey, his 19-year-old male blue and gold ma-
caw. Gormick has had Mickey for 17 years and 
said the bird loves to meet new people.

“We go to all kinds of events. He likes to so-
cialize and hang out,” said Gormick.

Gormick explained that he had been visiting 
his son in Manchester when the rain stopped 
and he noticed Marlborough Day was taking 
place.

“I saw you guys were having an event and 
[Mickey] wanted a hot dog,” he laughed. Mickey 
squawked in agreement. He was not interested 
in letting a little rain ruin his day.

“He always has fun. Kids get to hold him, he 
gets to socialize and he gets to eat,” said Gor-
mick. “He poses with everybody.”

Mickey has even posed with American sing-
er-songwriter Mac McAnally, Gormick said.

While Mickey was certainly one of the day’s 
most colorful sights, the pie-eating contest pro-
vided plenty of its own entertainment.

Frederick Rosenberger, who lives in Marlbor-
ough, entered the 18 to 99 age group and walked 
away stuffed and as the winner. Rosenberger 
said he and his fiancee, Ciara Jarmain, had a 
plan going into the competition.

“We had a game plan going into it,” said 
Rosenberger. “Eat the whole center for weight, 

then the crust. The bottom was tough.”
Rosenberger laughed when asked whether he 

expected to win. “I thought I had a good crack 
at it. I’ve been known to consume pie,” he joked.

Jarmain served as Rosenberger’s “game time 
coordinator,” he called her, keeping watch from 
the sidelines and making sure he stayed on pace.

“She was there on the sidelines, making sure I 
wasn’t getting behind,” said Rosenberger.

The victory was especially meaningful be-
cause he and Jarmain have only lived in Marl-
borough for about a year.

“We’ve only been here for a year, so this is our 
first [Marlborough Day],” he said.

After winning, Rosenberger said it was, “awe-
some,” and that he “can’t want to come back next 
year.”

He also appreciated what an event like Marl-
borough Day can mean for someone new to 
town.

“I think it’s important to meet other people 
you may not see on the regular,” said Rosen-
berger. “And also as a new resident, it’s nice to 
be able to see what is in the area, what the town 
has to offer, so I really appreciate the outing.”

His only request for next year’s competition? 
“Hopefully they do strawberry rhubarb next 
year,” he smiled.

The pie-eating contest included competitors 
in three age groups. River Burns won in the 6 to 
8 age group, while Dylan Mahowski won in the 
12 to 15 group.

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55) was also at the 
celebration and helped make the event happen. 
Weir shared that he has been attending Marl-
borough Day since it returned after the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Weir, a member of the Connecticut River 
Valley Chamber of Commerce that organizes 
the event, also helped prepare the park for the 
event. He said he had been there the day before 

painting parking lines for cars, trucks and ven-
dors before coming back on Sunday morning to 
help with loading and parking.

“It was a little messy. I got a little wet,” said 
Weir. But he didn’t believe the rain ruined the 
celebration.

“I don’t think the festivities were dampened. 
I just think maybe a little bit delayed,” he said.

Weir also found himself with a new respon-
sibility this year: judging the pie-eating contest.

“That is the first time I have judged a pie-
eating contest,” he said. “I was afraid, a little bit, 
about the pressure. I didn’t want to get it wrong.”

Luckily, he said the winners were obvious. 
As for his qualifications as a pie-eating contest 
judge? “Probably a lack of other volunteers to be 
a pie-eating judge,” he joked.

The pie contest was just one part of what 
makes Marlborough Day special to Weir.

“It’s nice to find these family type events here. 
They’re free, they’re fun to bring the kids to and 
there’s something for everybody,” he said.

That sentiment really captured the spirit of 
the day. Families gathered around activities, 
adults joined in on the fun and enormous bub-
bles floated above the park while pie-bespeck-
led-faces smiled brightly. The rain became less 
of an obstacle and more of a backdrop to a day 
centered on community.

Weir said the smaller size of Marlborough is 
part of what gives events like this their charm.

“I think the small towns in particular, we 
don’t have big venues so a lot of the events that 
we have tend to be on the smaller, more inti-
mate side,” he said.

By the end of the day, it was obvious that 
Marlborough Day was not going to be washed 
away.

“We’ll be back next year – and it’s clear that it’s 
rain or shine,” said Weir.
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$Budgets Return, cont. from page 1

Household Size Annual gross 
income

Monthly gross 
income

Twice per month Every two weeks 
gross income

Weekly gross 
income

1 29,526 2,461 1,231 1,136 568
2 40,034 3,337 1,669 1,540 770
3 50,542 4,212 2,106 1,944 972
4 61,050 5,088 2,544 2,349 1,175
5 71,558 5,964 2,982 2,753 1,377
6 82,066 6,839 3,420 3,157 1,579
7 92,574 7,715 3,858 3,561 1,781
8 103,082 8,591 4,296 3,965 1,983

Each additional 
family member

10,508 876 438 405 203

Household Size Annual gross 
income

Monthly gross 
income

Twice per month Every two weeks 
gross income

Weekly gross 
income

1 20,748 1,729 865 798 399
2 28,132 2,345 1,173 1,082 541
3 35,516 2,960 1,480 1,366 683
4 42,900 3,575 1,788 1,650 825
5 50,284 4,191 2,096 1,934 967
6 57,668 4,806 2,403 2,218 1,109
7 65,052 5,421 2,711 2,502 1,251
8 72,436 6,037 3,019 2,786 1,393

Each additional 
family member

7,384 616 308 284 142

Free, Reduced-Price Lunch Info
The RHAM middle and high schools and Marlborough Elementary School have announced their 

policy for determining eligibility of children who may receive free or reduced-price meals served 
under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP), or free 
milk served under the Special Milk Program (SMP). For school year (SY) 2026-27, breakfast is free 
of charge for all students enrolled in schools participating in the School Breakfast Program

Local school officials have adopted the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Income Eligibil-
ity Guidelines (IEGs) for family size and income criteria for determining eligibility. The following 
income guidelines will be used in Connecticut from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027, for determining 
participant’s eligibility for free and reduced-price school meals and free milk in the Child Nutrition 
Programs (CNP).

Income Guidelines for Child Nutrition Programs: July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027
Free Meals

Reduced Meals

The income calculations above are based on the following formulas:
· monthly income is calculated by dividing the annual income by 12;
· twice monthly income is computed by dividing annual income by 24;
· income received every two weeks is calculated by dividing annual income by 26; and
· weekly income is computed by dividing annual income by 52.
All numbers are rounded upward to the next whole dollar.
Students residing in households with income at or below the levels shown in the chart above are 

eligible for free or reduced-price school meals or free milk. To apply for free or reduced-price school 
meals or free milk households should fill out the application and return it to your child’s school or 
by emailing it to jen.choma@rhamschools.org. Only one application is required per household and 
an application for free or reduced-price school meals cannot be approved unless it contains com-
plete eligibility information as indicated on the application and instructions. 

For questions or more information, call Jennifer Choma at 860-228-9474 ext. 3401.

AHM Fall
Brochure Released

Registration is now open for AHM Youth and 
Family Services’ fall programs.

AHM said it has many activities lined up 
for all ages, including theater, macrame, messy 
hands, and more. The fall brochure also has 
information about QPR, Drug Take Back, and 
special events. 

Visit ahmyouth.org to view the program list-
ing and to sign up.

Dancing with the Stars
AHM Youth and Family Services will present 

a “Dancing with the Stars” fundraiser Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at the RHAM High School auditorium, 
85 Wall St., Hebron.

This community-centered event pairs local 
“celebrities” with dance studios to learn and 
perform a choreographed routine on stage.

Teams will have individual fundraising pag-
es to earn “fan votes” before the event. Voting 
will be open Sept. 1-17. A panel of judges will 
choose an overall winner the night of the event.

Tickets are $12/person when purchased in 
advance online, and $15 at the door on Sept. 19.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

Submissions Accepted for 
‘Fall Into Art’

AHM Youth and Family Services is hold-
ing the second “Fall Into Art” autumn-themed 
community art show on Saturday, Oct. 24. 
Enjoy local art, craft projects, and a visit from 
AHM’s mascot, Pendelton the Owl!

Local artists and community members of all 
ages are invited to participate in this autumn-
themed day of fun. To submit your artwork for 
display, use the form at ahmyouth.org/fall-into-
art-registration.

This free event is held during Hebron Har-
vest Moon Festival, in collaboration with the 
Hebron Creative Collective.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

filled since Jan. 1, which has resulted in more 
than $1 million in savings. Those positions in-
clude instruction coaches and interventionists, 
paraeducators, classroom teachers, a speech-
language pathologist and nurses.

The district also listed two and a half teacher 
furlough days among the impacts.

Administration and leadership have also 
been reduced. More than five positions have 
been affected, including a Bacon Academy as-
sistant principal, two special education team 
development leaders, a finance director, a CES 
principal and an administrator. The central of-
fice also has a wage freeze.

Students could also see changes in other ar-
eas.

At William J. Johnston Middle School, two 
world language teachers have been affected, 
with high school staff helping to support the 
program. The district said world language op-
portunities at the middle school are now more 
limited.

School safety and security have also been im-
pacted. A safety officer and an access control 
attendant have been reduced, and the district 
said those changes could cause delays when the 
students and families arrive at or leave school 
buildings.

There will also be no technology upgrades 
during the 2026-27 school year. That includes 
student Chromebooks, teacher laptops and 
computer lab upgrades. Professional develop-
ment has also been reduced, with only contrac-
tually required funds that remain.

Other proposed cuts include math and sci-
ence instruction coaching, a math coach sti-
pend, a special education team development 
leader, sports supplies and fees, a student suc-
cess intervention position, special education 
paraeducators and some safety positions.

The district also proposed reducing instruc-
tion supplies by $5,000 at each school, for a total 
of $20,000. Other reductions include certified 
substitute salaries, paper at WJJMS, graphing 
calculators at Bacon Academy, and Lego robot-
ics at Jack Jackter Intermediate School.

O’Meara said the district now needs to focus 
on moving ahead.

“As difficult as this year has been, our focus 

now must be on moving forward together,” she 
said. She shared that school officials will con-
tinue to watch spending and look for ways to 
rebuild programs and staffing when money al-
lows.

“Through every decision, our students re-
main at the forefront,” said O’Meara. “Our goal 
is to protect the quality of their educational ex-
perience, support the staff who serve them each 
day and begin rebuilding from a more finan-
cially sustainable foundation.”

Defeat Would Mean More Cuts
As for the town government budget, Dennler 

warned this week that, if the spending proposal 
were rejected at Tuesday’s referendum, Parks 
and Recreation, the Senior Center, Colchester 
Youth & Social Services and Cragin Library 
may all face additional cuts. 

“This could mean reduced hours, activities, 
events, and other community programming,” 
Dennler said. “Public-facing staff in these de-
partments would likely be cut and departments 
may need to be restructured. We would not be 
able to offer the same level of services or hours 
that we do today.”

Dennler said Public Works services could also 
be impacted, potentially affecting roads and the 
town transfer station, among other areas.

“I would never recommend any of that by 
choice but there’s just not anywhere else to go 
within the town budget,” he said. “We have 
tried to avoid touching those areas so far.”

Dennler said that while some town services 
are already being impacted by the temporary 
budget freeze, “we can still restore them if this 
budget passes on Sept. 1. If it fails, then some 
changes could become permanent, depending 
on what the Board of Finance actually cuts.”

And none of those reductions, Dennler 
stressed, would help people in town in the long 
run.

“I don’t think any of these cuts would make 
life more affordable in Colchester,” he said. 
“Kicking the can on maintenance or cutting 
direct services, means people pay more in the 
long run.”

Dennler added, “I think we get a pretty good 
value out of our town, and I’d like us to keep it 
strong.“
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A ‘No’ Vote Is Still
Costing You

Colchester Residents:
Instead of just barreling ahead after two failed 

budget referendums, I think it is important that 
we pause and recognize what has happened.

Colchester voters have made their concerns 
clear. The original FY2026-27 budget proposals 
were not accepted, and after each referendum, 
the Board of Finance went back to work to iden-
tify additional reductions.

The result is a budget proposal that looks very 
different from where this process began.

Since the July referendum alone, another 

JT is Impressed 
To the Editor:

For the BOF, it seemed like the meeting on 
Aug. 10th regarding further cuts to the town 
and BOE budget was a turning point in bipar-
tisan consensus. After a presentation of previ-
ous reductions from BOF Chair Karen Belding, 
robust discussions with the BOE chair, acting 
superintendent Judy O’Meara and First Select-
man Bernie Dennler, the BOF member John 
Thomas (R) took to the microphone and began 
speaking starting with “I would like to begin by 
saying thank you.”

John Thomas has been on the BOF for five 
years and has been on the BOF the longest out 
of the current elected officials. He proceeded to 
praise the BOE chair and acting Superintendent 
Judy O’Meara, “you rolled up your sleeves and 
I am very impressed!” John Thomas also had 
praise for First Selectman Bernie Dennler and 
BOF Chair Karen Belding. John ended by say-
ing “Let’s get a budget passed!” This was very 

when difficult budget decisions are being made.
What concerns me is how quickly the idea of 

looking at administrative structure seemed to 
be dismissed before it could be fully explored. 
The conversation quickly shifted back toward 
student programs and athletics.

As a taxpayer and a parent, I found myself 
asking: Why?

I am not suggesting that anyone is doing 
anything wrong. I am asking why we appear so 
willing to consider reductions that directly af-
fect students while administrative positions and 
structure do not seem to receive the same level 
of scrutiny.

If we are truly facing difficult financial cir-
cumstances, shouldn’t every position, every de-
partment, and every layer of administration be 
evaluated?

Being creative with a budget takes work. It means 
challenging assumptions, asking uncomfortable 
questions, and being willing to consider solutions 
that may not have been considered before.

Our Board of Education has a responsibility 
to our teachers and our children. It also has a 
responsibility to the taxpayers who fund our 
schools.

We have been told that difficult choices must 
be made. I agree. But before we ask our children 
to give something up, let’s make sure we have 
looked everywhere else first.

Again, that’s how we begin rebuilding trust.
Olivia Duksa, Chair

Colchester Republican Town Committee

$870,543 has been removed from the combined 
town and Board of Education budgets ($577,010 
from the schools and $293,533 from town de-
partments), amounting to over $3.5 million in 
reductions overall.

On paper, the current proposal represents a 
projected 0.51-mill, or 1.7%, increase, with an 
estimated monthly impact of less than $9 for the 
average Colchester household. Tangibly, howev-
er, this proposal represents maintenance delays, 
service and program reductions, middle school 
sports’ removal, and more.

While everyone won’t agree that these bud-
gets are perfect (because they aren’t), I believe 
we have a responsibility to our children and 
community to distinguish between the budgets 
that were originally proposed and the budgets 
before voters now.

The latest budgets reflect over six months 
of scrutiny, public feedback and reductions. 
At some point, the question must become not 
simply, “Can we cut more?” but “What are all 
of these cuts costing us and what is necessary 
to responsibly operate our town and schools?”

There is no budget that will make everyone 
happy. There are only budgets that reflect the 
priorities of Colchester community members 
and taxpayers.

Less spending on town services? Prioritized. 
Leaner school administration and operations? 
Prioritized. Cost savings in delayed mainte-
nance and no new projects? Prioritized.

This is our current reality.
Referendum 3 is on Sept. 1. Voting will take 

place in Town Hall (6 a.m. to 8 p.m.) and absen-
tee ballots are available already. Before you vote, 
I implore you to look beyond AI-generated 
graphics and Facebook posts designed to incite 
anger. The cuts in front of us are real and your 
‘no’ or ‘yes’ vote isn’t going to change them, but 
a ‘yes’ vote will prevent further damage to our 
district and community.

Voters have spoken and been listened to. Sig-
nificant changes and reductions have been made. 
Now it’s time to move Colchester forward.

Please join me in voting ‘yes’ on Sept. 1st.
Stefanie Tracey-Calash – Colchester 

Note: Tracey-Calash is chair of the Colchester 
Board of Education but said she is speaking as an 
individual.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •

well received by the entire BOF. 
Well, the RTC decided their endorsed BOF 

elected official and endorsed candidate to run 
for first selectman in 2025 did not have a valu-
able view on the presented budget, as they met 
and took a vote and decided not to support the 
current budget.

The official position of the Republican Town 
Committee is to vote ‘no’ on the budget. They 
don’t believe the budgets have been adequately 
reduced and that the BOF and BOE have failed 
to listen. What? This is an absolute 180-degree 
difference in position from the person who 
represents the RTC on the BOE and is so well 
thought of they voted to make him a candi-
date for first selectman, John Thomas! So why? 
Great question, you as voters should ask why? 
Our town and schools should not be pawns in 
a political game. John Thomas and I differ on 
many things but I do agree, “Let’s get a budget 
passed!” 

Krista Kardys, Member
Colchester Board of Finance

$Letters, cont. from page 8
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SUNDAY:
9:30 am Sunday School - all ages 

10:45 am Morning Worship
6:30 pm Evening Worship

WEDNESDAY:
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

www.middletownbiblechurch.org
Independent • Bible Centered • Christ Exalting

For information or spiritual help, please call or write.
“A friendly church where you’re a stranger only once!”
BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day. 

BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 860-344-1103

God Sees, God Cares!
“He (GOD) appointeth the number of THE STARS; He calleth them all by
their names. GREAT IS OUR LORD, and of great power: His understanding
is infinite” Psalm 147:4-5

There Really Is God After All!
He is an AWESOME GOD who finds His galaxies a very small 

expression of His great Person.  God is beyond and bigger than His finite universe. 
Yet GOD CAN HEAR your cry, your whisper, your silent thought. GOD CAN 
SEE so small a tear. GOD CAN TACKLE so big a problem. “Behold, the eye 
of the LORD is upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy” 
(Psalm 33:18)

O Wonder of Wonders!
GOD IS HERE right now to reach each and every believing heart: “For 

God so loved the world, that HE GAVE His only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER 
BELIEVETH IN HIM should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 
“There i s no other God apart from Me; a  just God and a  Saviour; there i s none 
beside Me. Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45 :21-22). “Thus saith the LORD...I am the 
first, and I am the last, and beside ME there is no GOD...FEAR NOT, neither be 
afraid” (Isaiah 44:6,8).

God Really Is After All
He is OVER ALL, He is FOR ALL. God is not absent. God is only a 

step away. Believe and receive Christ Jesus  with all your heart today, without 
delay. “But as many as RECEIVED HIM, to them gave HE power to become the 
children of God, even to them that BELIEVE ON HIS NAME” (John 1: 12). “HE 
THAT HATH THE SON HATH LIFE; and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son 
of God; that ye may KNOW that ye have ETERNAL LIFE” (1 John 5:12-13). 
“And this is LIFE ETERNAL, that they might KNOW THEE the only true God, 
and Jesus  Christ, whom Thou hast sent” (John 17:3).

Middletown Bible Church • 860-346-0907
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457

Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372

CIT7-30-26

Police Cadets
Seek Members

Teens considering a job in law enforcement 
or the military, or just want to serve the com-
munity, are invited to join the Connecticut State 
Police Cadet program.

The program meets twice a month on 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. at the State Police 
barracks in Colchester, and males and females 
ages 13-20 are invited to join. The Cadet pro-
gram focuses on building confidence, improv-
ing physical fitness and leadership training.

If interested in attending a meeting or for 
more information, call 860-465-5468 or email 
troopkcadets028@gmail.com.

Benefit Concert for CVC Volunteers Wanted for Stream Assessments
The Salmon and Eightmile River watershed 

organizations are hosting a training program 
for volunteers in September to assist with bio-
logical stream assessments. 

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrates (water 
bugs) are good indicators of water quality and 
stream health. Learn how to collect and iden-
tify stream macroinvertebrates in this training 
program which will include an indoor work-
shop followed by field training at selected 
sites.

The training program will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and 
includes field time. The indoor workshop will 
be held at Burnham Brook Preserve, 2 Dolbia 

Hill Road-East, East Haddam, starting at 9 
a.m. After the classroom portion, we will head 
to Devil’s Hopyard State Park, East Haddam.

Registration is limited to 20 participants. 
This program is appropriate for high school 
age and above, however a parent/guardian 
must accompany a minor. To register or for 
any questions, contact Pat Young at salmon-
riverct@att.net or info@eightmileriver.org.

Collectively, the Salmon and Eightmile 
River watersheds cover over 200 square miles 
and include the towns of Bolton, Colchester, 
Columbia, East Haddam, East Hampton, East 
Lyme, Glastonbury, Haddam, Hebron, Leba-
non, Lyme, Marlborough and Salem.

There will be a benefit concert for the Com-
munity Voice Channel – the public access chan-
nel for Andover, Hebron and Marlborough – 
coming up in Ellington in September.

Rock This Town will host a benefit show for 
Community Voice Channel (CVC) entitled 
“Rock This Town presents A CVC Benefit 
Show” on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
at Market Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington. 

This immersive music event will bring to-
gether top artists, emerging talents, engaging 
activities, food trucks, vendors, and music en-
thusiasts to celebrate the future of CVC. 

According to CVC, public access television 

in Connecticut is facing a funding crisis driven 
by the ongoing shift to streaming. As audiences 
abandon traditional cable television for modern 
streaming platforms like Netflix, Roku and You-
Tube, the total revenue CVC receives has plum-
meted.

CVC said this loss has left it struggling to 
keep its doors open and maintain its equipment. 
CVC relies on these cable TV subscriber fees for 
operating costs; even though CVC is on Roku 
and YouTube, it does not receive internet sub-
scriber fees.

Tickets to the concert are $10 for ages 16 and 
over, $5 for ages 5-15, and admission is free for 
ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.
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TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting 
on Wednesday, September 2, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East 
Hampton Town Hall – 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via 
ZOOM to consider
PZC-26-010: Town of East Hampton PZC, Text Amendment 
to Section 8.4.M (Accessory Dwelling Units) of the Zoning 
Regulations.
Applications and Plans are on file in the Land Use Office 860-
267-7450.
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 2TB 8/21, 8/28

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

Call:
860-569-0722

Visit:
www.poainc.org
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 7/31/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658
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Colchester
Kenneth Christian Johnson

Kenneth Christian 
Johnson, of Colchester 
and formerly of Wethers-
field, passed away Mon-
day, Aug. 24, at his home. 
He was 91 years old. 

Kenneth was born 
April 16, 1935, in Hart-
ford, to the late Roy and 
Doris (Tilton) Johnson.  
He married Jacqueline 
Lowe Pierson in 1956.  
The couple settled in Wethersfield, where they 
made their home and raised their family.  Jac-
queline predeceased him in 1997.

 Kenneth retired several years ago after a long 
career, or “labor of love,” commuting to Fishers 
Island daily to work at the Island grocery store.  
Kenneth was a soft-spoken man who led a quiet 
life.  He loved to tinker in his workshop and was 
a talented craftsman.  

He will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by his children and their spous-
es, Kenneth C. Johnson Jr. and spouse, Tammie 
of Bellingham, Wash.; Mark Johnson of Corpus 
Christi, Texas; Wynne and spouse, Julian Goglia 
of Chandler, Ariz.; his adoring granddaughter, 
whom he held dear to his heart, Heather Goglia 
and spouse, Jennifer Barber of Berlin.

Funeral services will be held privately, ac-
cording to his wishes. 

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements.  For online condolences or to share 
a memory story of Kenneth, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Francis John Brady

Francis John “Beaver” 
Brady, 68, of East Hamp-
ton, passed away peace-
fully at home on Sunday, 
Aug. 23.

Beaver was truly one of 
a kind – full of life, witty, 
kind, hardworking, and 
always ready for a laugh. 
He lived by the words, 
“Life is for the Living,” 
and he embraced that phi-
losophy every day. He loved his family deeply, 
found joy in nature and the outdoors, and was 
an amazing cook who took great pleasure in 
bringing people together.

A skilled craftsman and woodsman his entire 
life, Beaver took great pride in his work and in 
creating things with his own hands. His creativ-
ity, craftsmanship, and love for his work were a 
defining part of who he was.

Above all, Beaver was a devoted father and 
grandfather. He was immensely proud of his 
three daughters, Erin Colagiovanni and her hus-
band Nick, Lauren Coleman and her husband 
Kurt, and Audrey Quintiliani and her husband 
Anthony. He cherished his four grandchildren, 
Brooklyn and Reeve Colagiovanni and Riley 
and Kade Coleman, who lovingly knew him as 
Pop Pop. The memories they made together will 
be treasured forever.

He leaves behind his longtime fiancée of 20 
years, Kathy Fisher; his three daughters and 
their families; his mother, Theresa Brady; and 
his brothers, Ken Brady and his wife Annie, 
Robert Brady and his wife Jennifer, and Jeff 
Brady and his wife Sandy. He also leaves behind 
Judy Kachinsky, the mother of his children, 
along with many beloved nephews, nieces, ex-
tended family members, and dear friends.

He was predeceased by his father, Kenneth 
Brady, on Oct. 23, 2025.

Beaver will be remembered for his humor, his 
incredible work ethic, his generosity, his love of 
family, and his ability to bring energy and fun 
wherever he went. He leaves behind a lifetime of 
laughter, stories, craftsmanship, and memories 

Colchester
Flora Marvin Gustafson

Flora Marvin Gus-
tafson, 87, of Columbia, 
passed away peacefully at 
her home Monday eve-
ning, Aug. 17. She was 
born in Colchester on Jan. 
15, 1939, a daughter of the 
late Dwight and Cecilia 
Marvin.

Flora graduated from 
Bacon Academy in 1956 
and married her beloved 
husband in 1957 at the Colchester Federated 
Church. The couple made their home in Col-
chester, where they raised their family. Flora 
worked with her husband as a bookkeeper at 
various companies, most recently at Carefree 
Building Company. 

In 1958, Flora joined 18 other women in 
founding the Colchester Hayward Volunteer 
Fire Department Auxiliary. She was its last re-
maining Charter Member, with 67 years of 
membership.

As a member of the Auxiliary, Flora helped 
plan and attended countless fundraisers and 
events for the Colchester Hayward Volunteer 
Fire Department over the years. 

Her passions included decorating her home, 
her poodles, who were her pride and joy, going 
to bingo in her younger years, and watching her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren grow.

Flora will be sadly missed but always fondly 
remembered by her children, Donna (Ken) Tar-
dif of Bozrah, Tracy (Mark) Fergione of Cov-
entry, and Todd (Susan) Gustafson of Colum-
bia; her siblings, Reynold Marvin, and Francis 
Brown; her grandchildren, Matthew, Courtney, 
Paul, Britta, Kersten, and Jonathan; her great-

Salem
Jacquiline Sabolesky

Jacquiline Alice Sabo-
lesky, of Danielson and 
formerly of Salem, passed 
away Thursday, Aug. 21.   
She was 94 years old. Jack-
ie was born Jan. 12, 1932, 
in Montville, to the late 
Claude Everett and Alice 
Cecilia (LaPanne) Pierce. 

She married John Sabo-
lesky on June 21, 1950, at 
St. John Church in Mont-
ville. The couple settled in Salem where they 
made their home and raised five children. John 
predeceased her on Feb. 8, 1980. 

Jackie retired several years ago after a long 
caregiving career as a certified nurse aide at 
Harrington Court Convalescent Home in Col-
chester.  In her free time, she loved doing nee-
dlepoint crafts or tending to the flower gardens 
in her own backyard.  She will be remembered 
for her kind manner, unique sense of humor, 
and devotion to her family. 

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by all who knew her, especially 
her children, Jonalyn Belliveau of Taftville, Mi-
chael Sabolesky of Salem, Kevin Sabolesky of 
Sterling, Joseph Sabolesky of Griswold; a broth-
er, Mark Pierce of Fitchville; a sister, Donalyn 
Dufour of Canterbury; 10 grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; and many extended family 
members and friends. 

In addition to her husband and parents, she 
was predeceased by a daughter, Janice Goodman, 
and two brothers, Claude and George Pierce. 

Funeral services will be held privately accord-
ing to her wishes.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements.  For online condolences or to share 
a story or memory of Jackie, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Marlborough
Kathleen Falvey

Kathleen Falvey, of Marlborough, passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday, Aug. 19, at the 
age of 76. She was born May 28, 1950, in Gro-
ton, to the late John and Helen Falvey. 

After graduating from St. Bernard High 
School, Kathleen continued her education and 
earned her degree in Nursing. She married the 
love of her life, Glen Ervick, in 1988, and to-
gether they built a beautiful life in Marlborough.

Kathleen was a natural caregiver throughout 
her life. Nursing was not simply a career for 
her, but a true passion and a way in which she 
touched the lives of many. Over the years, she 
dedicated herself to caring for others at several 
facilities, including Harrington Court in Col-
chester and Hartford Hospital.

Above all, Kathleen cherished her family and 
the time she spent with the people she loved 
most. She was warm, caring, and devoted to 
those around her, creating memories that will 
be treasured for years to come. One of her fa-
vorite pastimes was riding the Harley with her 
beloved husband, Glen, enjoying the freedom 
and companionship of the open road.

Kathleen will be deeply missed and lovingly 
remembered by her husband, Glen Ervick; as 
well as numerous extended family members 
and dear friends. She was predeceased by her 
parents, John and Helen Falvey, and her sisters, 
Marrian and Maurine.

Care of private arrangements has been en-

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Got Garlic?
We Do!

Our Homegrown Garlic • Garlic Products  
And much, much more!

Opens Tuesday, Sept. 1st

Hours: Weekdays 5-7pm 

CASH ONLY 
PLEASE

OUR 7TH 
SEASON!
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HEBRON SPORTSMAN’S CLUB
109 Rte 207, (Lebanon Rd), Amston, CT

Introducing the all new Hebron Garlic Institute
Free presentations, 6pm, at the Club House

Sept 16th and 30th
“In Search of the Stinking Rose, Growing Garlic”

By Len Giddix, Plantsman and
Co-Host of “Garden Talk”

Oct 7th and 14th
“Creating dishes with Garlic”

By Chef Drew Gibson, Culinarian and radio host

trusted to Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home of 
Colchester. For online condolences or to share a 
memory or story of Kathleen, please visit www.
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

that will live on in all who knew him.
Calling hours will be held Monday, Aug. 31, 

from 5-7 p.m., at Spencer Funeral Home, 112 
Main St., East Hampton. A funeral Mass will be 
held Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m., at St. Patrick 
Church, 47 West High St., East Hampton. 

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly asks that 
you consider planting a tree in Beaver’s memo-
ry, honoring his lifelong love of nature and the 
outdoors.

“Life is for the living.” And Beaver certainly 
lived. To leave online condolences, please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Obituaries

Salem
Joyce A. Miller

Joyce A. (Schaal) Mill-
er, 77, of Salem, passed 
away peacefully Thursday, 
Aug. 13. She was the be-
loved widow of David A. 
Miller.

Born in Hartford, Joyce 
was the daughter of the 
late William and Helen 
(Kozak) Schaal. She grad-
uated from Northwest 
Catholic High School and 
went on to earn a scholarship to the renowned 
Mount Sinai School of Nursing, where she re-
ceived her nursing degree.

Joyce devoted her professional life to nursing, 
beginning her career in 1970, and serving for 
decades as a registered nurse at Hartford Hos-
pital. Her long career was marked by extraor-
dinary dedication, skill, compassion, and heart. 
Over the years, she formed countless connec-
tions with colleagues, patients, and families who 
were touched by her care.

Joyce was not only a skilled and compassion-
ate nurse, but also a fearless advocate for patient 
care. She spoke up without hesitation when it 
came to their care and dignity, often remind-
ing those around her that  “the patient comes 
first.” That guiding belief defined her career and 
earned her the deep respect of those who had 
the privilege of working alongside her and being 
cared for by her.

To know Joyce was to know laughter, friend-
ship, and a life lived with boundless joy. She was 
vibrant, hilarious, and her humor was fearless, 
quick, and unforgettable. Her personality could 
fill a room, often leaving people laughing “in 
stitches.” She was a firecracker, wonderfully so-
cial, and blessed with the rare ability to make 
people feel immediately at ease in her presence.

Joyce and her beloved husband David for-
merly lived in Glastonbury, where they built a 
life filled with love, laughter, and lasting friend-
ships. She remained deeply connected to the 
many friends she made there, as well as those 
she gathered throughout her life. Joyce collected 
people easily and those friendships became one 
of the great treasures of her life.

Joyce loved fishing and the ocean, especially 
the time she spent there with David. Summer 
vacations in Rhode Island held a special place 
in her heart, beginning with family trips during 
her childhood and continuing through the years 
with her own children and grandsons. Those 
days by the water were filled with sunshine, sil-
liness, snacks, and the kind of memories that 
become family stories for generations.

Above all, her greatest love was her fam-
ily. Joyce was the devoted mother of her twin 
daughters, Allyson Nadeau (fiancé William 
Stamm) and Rebecca Delaney, with whom she 
shared an especially close and loving bond. She 
was also a devoted stepmother to Bethany and 
David Miller and shared a particularly close 
bond with her stepson Stephen Miller (Court-
ney Miller).

She was the adored grandmother, known lov-
ingly as “Meema,” to her twin grandsons Colby 
and Sawyer, as well as Jordan, Colton, Sloane, 
and Callan, with another grandchild on the way. 
Her grandchildren were a tremendous source of 
joy and pride.

Joyce is also survived by her brother, William 
Schaal Jr. and his wife, Diane, along with many 
extended family members, nieces, nephews, 
neighbors, and dear friends. She was prede-
ceased by her brother Daniel Schaal.

There will never be another Joyce. Her fam-
ily and friends will miss her humor, her sto-

Colchester
Roger David Olson

Roger David Olson, 
of Sanford, Maine, and 
formerly of Colchester, 
passed into the arms of 
the Lord Jesus on Thurs-
day, Aug. 20. He was 91 
years old. 

Roger was born Aug. 
14, 1935, in Brockton, 
Mass., to the late Albert 
and Elsie (Bohlin) Olson. 
After high school, Roger 
enlisted with the U.S. Army, serving honorably 
as a combat engineer. On Jan. 17, 1960, he mar-
ried his beloved wife, Judith Hey. The couple 
enjoyed 59 years together, filled with blessings 
of faith and family. 

After his retirement as a lithographer, Roger 
became an evangelist and an author, doing mis-
sionary work and traveling the eastern seaboard 
to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ for over 23 
years. He went on to be co-founder of “Fish-
ers of Men International.” Later, Roger lived in 
Sanford, Maine, and was a member of Calvary 
Baptist Church.

Roger will be remembered as a hardworking 
family man who devoted his life to God, fam-
ily, and country. He will be sadly missed but 
always remembered with love by all who knew 
him, especially his children and their spouses, 
son and daughter-in-law, Carl and Kathy Olson 
of Buxton, Maine; son and daughter-in-law, Da-
vid and Lisa Olson of Chesterton, Ind.; daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Karin and Wade Shepard of 
Marlborough; grandchildren, Zachary Olson of 
Buxton, Maine, Sarah Olson of Urbana, Ohio, 
Bradley Shepard and his wife Kait of Fountain 
Inn, S.C., John Olson of Chesterton, Ind., and 
Ethan Olson and his wife Samantha of Water-
boro, Maine, and Deborah Olson of Greenville, 
S.C.; Jackson Shepard of Marlborough; and 
brother John Olson of Seattle, Wash. 

In addition to his wife Judy and parents, he 
was preceded in death by his grandson Samuel 
Shepard of Marlborough; a brother, Richard Ol-
son of Colchester; and brother, Robert Olson of 
Hull, Mass..

Calling hours will be held at the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford 
Rd., Colchester, on Wednesday, Sept. 2, from 
4-6 p.m. Funeral services will be held on Sept. 
3, at 3 p.m. at Lakes Pond Baptist Church, 1144 
Hartford Tpke., in Waterford. A burial will be 
held in the State Veterans Cemetery, Bow Lane, 
Middletown, on Friday, Sept. 4, at noon, with 
full military honors. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Roger’s mem-
ory may be made to Fishers of Men Interna-
tional, “FOMI,” 9587 East 131st St., Fishers, IN 
46038, or FishersBaptist.org. 

For online condolences or to share a story or 
memory of Roger, please visit www.auroramc-
carthyfuneralhome.com.

grandchildren, Leighton, Georgia, Walker, and 
Henry; and numerous extended family mem-
bers and friends. 

In addition to her husband Norman Gus-
tafson and parents, she was predeceased by her 
son, Norman Reed Gustafson; her brothers, 
Loren, Dwight, and Clarence Marvin; sisters, 
Edith Congdon, Cecilia Rogers, and Carolyn 
Marvin.

A graveside funeral service will be held Sun-
day, Aug. 30, at 1 p.m., at Linwood Cemetery, 
Linwood Avenue, Colchester. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Flora’s mem-
ory may be made to the Colchester Hayward 
Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary, 52 Old 
Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 06415. 

For online condolences or to share a story or 
memory with the family, please visit www.auro-
ramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to extend their heart-
felt thanks to Sparrow Commons Family Prac-
tice and Hartford HealthCare Hospice for their 
compassion and support during her recent ill-
ness, and to Dr. Calabrese for her many years of 
dedicated and compassionate care.

ries, her warmth, and the unmistakable spark 
she brought into every room she entered. But a 
woman so deeply loved does not leave the world 
quietly. She lives on in the laughter she sparked, 
the friendships she nurtured, the family she 
adored, and the countless lives she touched 
through a lifetime of care, courage, compassion, 
and humor.

Joyce’s family extends their heartfelt gratitude 
to the extraordinary staff at Manchester Manor 
and the Hartford HealthCare Hospice team 
for the kindness, compassion, and loving care 
they gave Joyce. Their tenderness and support 
brought comfort not only to Joyce, but also to 
her family, and will always be remembered with 
profound gratitude.

A funeral Mass will be celebrated at a later 
date at Guardian Angels Parish/St. Andrew 
Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester. There 
are no calling hours. 

For online condolences, please visit  www.
mulryanfh.com.

In her honor, her family hopes Joyce will be 
remembered as she would surely prefer – with 
love, with gratitude for a life well-lived, and, 
most of all, with laughter.

As Joyce herself would always say,  “Ya gotta 
laugh!” 

ARRINGTON REAL ESTATE
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O N O RA MAN OF 
MY WORD.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

Jim Harrington, 
broker
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TOWN OF COLCHESTER
NOTICE OF DECISION 

ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION

26-33ZP Baldi Applicant/Owner 2-YR Renewal of SE#06-237 
& SE#07-262 Excavation & EMPAR activities at property 
located on the North side of Miller Road. Assessors Map 06-08 
Lot 016-000. APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS
Respectfully submitted, 
Isabelle Kisluk 
Assistant Planner & Zoning Enforcement Officer 1TB  8/28

Moo , 3mths, is an 
adorable black & white 
kitty with a heart shape 
on her shoulder. She is 
quite athletic and not 
afraid of a gravity defying 
leap from one piece of 
furniture to another. She 
loves pets and cuddles 
and can often be found 
either making blanket 
biscuits or curled up with 
another cat. She is very 
sweet and will follow you around and ask you for attention. 
She will easily win you over with those soft, brown eyes. 
She loves both cats and dogs but would really love to have 
another kitty in her new home to play with.

 I’m a happy, affectionate 2 year 
old boy named Waffles, with big 
brown eyes, super-soft brindle 
fur, and a heart that is absolutely 
overflowing with love.  I love 
going for walks, snuggling with 
my people, and meeting new 
friends—whether they have two 
legs or four..So, if your life could 
use a little more happiness, a lot 
more cuddles, and an adorable 
brindle boy who will wiggle his 
way right into your heart, I might 
be your boy!

“PET OF THE WEEK”

WWW.POAINC.ORG
A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 

rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED – Call: 860-569-0722
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

CILDCARE

LEGALS

Wanted to Buy
B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
S igns/Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Station), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

T A K I N G 
C O N S I G N M E N T S : 
Art, jewelry, collectibles, 
décor, vintage & an
tique clothing and items. 
Cash buys also avail
able. Call Mercantile 
on Main to learn more, 
860-305-9400.

DOG OBEDIENCE 
CLASSES :  starting 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

P O R T L A N D 
L I C E N S E D  H O M E 
DAYCARE: has infant 
opening. Call or text for 
information. 860-301-
5972.

FREE HP DESKJET 
P R I N T E R :  M o d e l 
2752E. 860-267-8648.

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

FREE

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

Having a Tag Sale?
Reach more than 75,000 Homes

For Just $19
A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through September 15, 2026)

A $45 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to 
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & 

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to 
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

-Rivereast News Bulletin, mailed Fridays to 
27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/

Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough, 
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.

Just e-mail us at  
classifieds@rarereminder.com or  

call 860-563-9386.
Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am  

for that week’s papers.

08
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CLASSIFIED
Email your Classified Line Ad to admin@glcitizen.com & call with your credit card no.

CLASSIFIEDS PAY
 $16.00 per week for 25 words or less in The Glastonbury Citizen;30¢ for each additional word.
 $15.00 per week for 25 words or less in the Rivereast News Bulletin;30¢ for each additional word.
 $24.00 per week combination rate, 30¢ for each additional word for insertion in both the Citizen 
and the Bulletin.
 $35.00 per week combination rate;30¢ for each additional word for insertion in the Citizen, Bulletin 
and The Rare Reminder.

Please make checks payable to: The Glastonbury Citizen

in The Glastonbury Citizen, Rivereast News Bulletin and The Rare Reminder

2TB  8/28, 9/4

LEGAL NOTICE FOR BOARD
OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS

SEPTEMBER MOTOR VEHICLE APPEALS
In accordance with Connecticut General Statute Sec. 12-110, 
the Board of Assessment Appeals shall meet at least once 
during the month of September for the sole purpose of hear-
ing only appeals for motor vehicles that appear on the prior 
October 1 Grand List.
The Hebron Board of Assessment Appeals will meet at 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 and Thursday, September 10, 
2026 to hear appeals for October 1, 2025 Grand List Motor 
Vehicle assessments ONLY.  Such appeal shall be made in 
person to the Board at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 
Gilead Street, Lower Level, Hebron CT.  Appeals will be heard 
on a first-come, first-served basis. It is recommended that ap-
pellants bring the vehicle to the hearing along with any docu-
mentation that will support your appeal. Agents representing 
the appellant must have a letter of authorization to represent 
the property owner at the appeal. Per CT State Statute 12-
71d(b), appeals can only consider the MSRP (Manufacturers 
Suggested Retail Price). The Board cannot hear appeals 
based on mileage and/or condition of the vehicle. 

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At its Regular Meeting of August 19, 2026, the Colchester Plan-
ning & Zoning Commission made the following decision (s): 
PZC2026-010 Eat Drink & Be Merry (Applicant/Owner) Spe-
cial Permit and Site Plan Application for a retail sales/service 
development at 79 Middletown Road (MBL 06-00-003-000). 
Zoning District: Suburban Use (SU) and Aquifer Protection 
Overlay Zone (APOZ). APPROVED, with conditions. 
PZC2026-012 Jeffrey Naples (Applicant/Owner) Special 
Permit Application for a dog day care per Section 8.8.20 of the 
Land Development (Zoning) Regulations at 155 Westchester 
Road (MBL 05-14-016-000). Zoning District: Rural Use (RU) 
and Arterial Commercial (AC). Approved.
PZC2026-014 Robert Komoroski (Applicant/Owner) Site 
Plan Application to construct a 40’ x 52’ (2,080 SF) accessory 
building at 259 Middletown Road (MBL 4W-05/001-011) that 
exceeds the size permittable by the Zoning Enforcement Of-
ficer pursuant to Section 15.4 of the Town of Colchester Land 
Development (Zoning) Regulations. Zoning District: Rural Use 
(RU). Approved. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB  8/28

If you’re thinking of fi nishing your high school diploma, you have 

more support than you realize. Find teachers and free adult 

education classes near you at  FinishYourDiploma.org.

NO 
ONE
GETS A
DIPLOMA
ALONE.
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

RENTALS

Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty

EMPLOYMENT

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

TREE & LANDSCAPING

If anyone refused to 
rent to you because 
of your source of 
income, race, color, 
national origin, 
sexual orientation, 
gender, religion, 
marital status, 
age, disability or 
because you have 
children, you may 
have been the victim 
of illegal housing 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
Contact the 
Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center.

HOUSING  
DISCRIMINATION
IS  ILLEGAL For 

Help Call  
888-247-4401

LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hear-
ing at a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 1, 2026, 
at 7:30 PM, at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 Gilead 
Street, Hebron, CT, concerning the following:

1. Petition 2026-01 -  Request of Frank & Elizabeth F. 
Cianci for a variance of Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zon-
ing Regulations, to allow a 24’ x 24’ accessory structure 
(detached two-car garage) to be located 16’ from the front 
property line where the minimum front yard setback is 50’, 
on premise located at 114 Cone Road, R-1 District.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 11th day of August 
2026.
Interested persons may appear and all written communi-
cations will be received.
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 

at https://hebronct.com/agendas/ 2TB 8/21, 8/28

Legal Notice
Andover Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Commission
The Duly Authorized Agent of the Andover Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commission APPROVED the following 
application on August 25, 2026:
 Application #IWWC 26-6W: Paul Surdel, 332 Lake Road 
– Installation of 135LF of 4-foot tall black aluminum fence at 
the edge of lawn above retaining wall for safety purposes. 
Measurement includes a 5-foot gate above the stairs.

The above decision may be appealed to the Andover Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Commission pursuant to Section 
12.2 of the Town of Andover Inland Wetlands and Watercours-
es Regulations, available at www.andoverconnecticut.org.

1TB 8/28

LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS
HEBRON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

15 GILEAD STREET, HEBRON CT
At its August 20, 2026 meeting, the Hebron Conservation Com-
mission took the following action:
Petition 2026-09 – 309 Jones Street, Amston, Walas, Stan-
ley & Natalie, Removal of silt build-up from a pond bank and 
dispersal of materials in a field to the east outside of the Upland 
Review Area. Approved, with conditions:
Petition 2026-08 – Meadowbrook Road, Parcels 334, 335 
& 336, Amston, Parlin, Leslie A. & Kathryn S., Construction 
of a Single-family Residence within the Upland Review Area.  
Approved, with conditions:
Petition 2026-10 – 21 Bass Lake Road, Parcels 331 & 332, 
Amston, Refined Living, LLC, Construction of a Single-family 
Residence within the Upland Review Area.  Approved, with 
conditions:
Petition 2026-11 – 28 School House Road, Lot 22, Amston, 
Douglass, Brett, Construction of a Single-family Residence 
within the Upland Review Area.  Approved, with conditions:
James P. Cordier, Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agent
For: Thomas Loto, Chairman, Conservation and Inland Wet-
lands Commission
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/a2c3078619db563bb9f-
386b27a50f44158375b0f39dfe88a11f589edcff46ae3 1TB 8/28

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND 
WEEDING: pest plants 
and vines removed 
from trees, walls, and 
gardens/land clear
ing. NO CHEMICALS 
EVER. Call Mike 860-
398-0500. Portland.

T R E E  S E R V I C E S : 
Beech leaf  d is ease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

E A S T  H A M P T O N 
HOUSE FOR RENT 
NEAR LAKE:  With 
large yard, walking dis
tance to down town.For 
more informaton call 
860-250-2167.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1,000-
1,400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.
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You’ll have the opportunity to serve our
valued customers, and be part of a
friendly, community minded team. 

You’ll learn to prepare the best Organic
coffee, muffins, breads, and cookies.

You’ll learn how to care for plants and
Organic produce, and  blend some of the

finest Organic Olive Oils.
 The Good Earth Gift & Garden 
Located at 582 Norwich Ave. 

Colchester, CT. 06415
860-537-4798

Call or stop by and obtain an application
and possible interview time.

Are you a morning
person looking for a 
job in a new, small
mom & pop store?
We are seeking an
Opening Associate.

DRIVER/ASSISTANT 
W A N T E D :  D r i v e r 
needed to take me 
from Colchester home 
to Aquatic Therapy in 
New Britain, early af
ternoons. SUV or semi-
SUV needed. May need 
assistance in walker 
or wheelchair entering 
pool building. Will need 
assistance getting in 
pool chairlift. $25/hr, 4 
hours. Call 860-537-
4657.

N U R S E R Y 
A S S I S T A N T , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
St. James’ Episcopal 
Church is looking for 
a nurturing, depend
able person to provide 
child care for parishion
ers’ children. Sundays 
9:45am-11:45am in the 
Nursery. Will be re
sponsible for provid
ing age-appropri ate 
and child-centered care 
while maintaining a safe 
environment. Must be 
18 years old and have 
completed American 
Red Cross t ra ining 
(Church can help facil
itate training). $50 Sti
pend provided. Contact 
Dawn, in Church offi ce, 
860-633-8333 or par
ishadmin@stjamesgl.
org.

72 Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR? 

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT

C
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Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com

RE3-29-24

Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

Call 860-209-5772

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SUMMER RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

R
E6
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Summer Is Here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

H (860) 295-1479 • C (860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Schedule Your Cleanups Today 
We’re into summer and it’s time to start thinking about cutting

that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains. 

TREE & LANDSCAPING

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Storm Clean Up
& Tree Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush and
 Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways
 and Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459

R
E3
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

C
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Lot Clearing

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

All calls returned with 24 hours!

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C

IT
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R
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Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2
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PANTONE 357C
C=88
M=45
Y=98
K=16
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C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t. 860-205-3266

DB STUMP
LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

R
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Need a Trim?

Want to Regain 
your lawn composure?

We can help!!! 860-295-9692
Marlborough, CT

lawns-n-stuff
“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • FULLY INSURED

NOW SCHEDULING WEEKLY MOWING
• MULCHING
• SHRUB TRIMMING
• TREE WORK /PLANTING
• FERTILIZING
• GARDEN INSTALLS

• WALLS/WALKWAYS
• DUMP RUNS/HAULING
• MINI-EXCAVATING
• DRAINAGE
• BOBCAT WORK

R
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SERVICES
Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins

C
it
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

TEMPORARILY 
SOLD OUT!

FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
E3
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

R
E1
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

Serving Eastern CT and Rhode Island

CT Lic S1388447
860-500-6915

Simple, efficient, long-lasting,
comfortable heating

 RI Lic 0008848

R
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RADIANT FLOOR 
HEATING

Quality You Can See. Comfort You Can Feel.

RE 8-7-26

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C O N C R E T E  R E
PA I R S:  S idewalks, 
patios, refacing. Ask 
about Resin Rock and 
10% off your job. Pool 
repairs/closing. Curtain 
drains, etc. 860-347-
0509.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ive ly  for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es
timate, Licensed & In
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING : 
T h e m a r c o f c l e a n
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.

TREE & LANDSCAPING

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

Michelangelo’s Home Painting
Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured – Free Estimates – Interior/Exterior

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479
michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com R

E7
-1

7-
26

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Specializing in Chimney 
Repairs & Hardscapes

Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways – Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces
We Service all of Central Connecticut • Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048 Fully Licensed & Insured, Lic. 0640485
www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

CIT7-30-26

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995

C
IT

6-
4-

26

860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

Providing safe clean water 
since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

SERVICES

R
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

04
30

26

FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor  • CT Lic. #579594 
 Commercial & Residential • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 days a week

(860)-632-PAVE(7283)

ASPHALTASPHALT
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLCPAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC
DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • DRAINAGE

ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK 
BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Over 25 
years in 
business

ampavingct.com
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Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

KATE 202602 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Better Call Kateline.

KATE 202606 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Patios • Carpentry • Firepits

KATE 202603 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

We Are Here to Help You

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202604 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202607 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

Kitchens • Decks 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 
Carpentry 

Don’t See it - Call

Patios • Walkways 
Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 

Carpentry • Bathrooms 
Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KATE 202605 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
April 2026  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

Handiwork? Call Kateline.
Patios • Walkways 

Outdoor Kitchens • Decks 
Carpentry • Bathrooms 

Pavers • Firepits 

Don’t See it - Call

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell
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S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947.

P L U M B I N G  A N D 
H O M E  R E P A I R 
SPECIALIST: Com
plete plumbing services 
and repairs from leaky 
pipes and drains, hot 
water heaters, toilets, 
garbage disposals, kit
chen sinks and faucets, 
tub and shower valves, 
and more! Fully licensed 
and insured. Discounts 
available for seniors. 
Call or text Justin at 
203-440-5496 for a free 
estimate! 

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly insured. Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
& FLOORING, LLC. 
Local ly  owned/ op
e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 25 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G U T T E R & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof moss, 
s t a i n s ?   L O C A L . 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text/Call 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

R
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 

R
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Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1
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PAINTING
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

FOR SALE
TAG SALES

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

ESTATE SALE: August 
29th,  9am-1pm. 77 
Woodland Street, S. 
Glastonbury. Come lov
ers of bees, old books, 
music, vintage items/fur
niture, household goods, 
sports, holidays.

M O V I N G  S A L E 
SUNDAY, 8/30: 99 Fox 
Ridge Drive, Colchester. 
9am-2pm. Furniture, 
dinnerware, seasonal 
décor, tools, yard equip
ment and more.

F I R E W O O D 
SEASONED/SPLIT : 
hard wood. Full cord 
$300. Half cord $200. 
Delivery included to 
local area. Quick deliv
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

F O R S A L E:  Hutch 
$125, 2 dressers $25 
each, small kitchen table  
with 2 chairs $25 and a 
Mahogany table $75. 
Contact 860-771-0043.

M O V I N G  S A L E  & 
MUCH MORE: Cus
tom-made Italian three-
piece couch set plus 
two end tables and one 
large table. Six pieces 
total, $4,500 (originally 
$16,000). Six foot rose 
medallion vase, $1,200 
(originally $3,000). Silky 
Persian Rug 13ft by 20ft, 
huge size, almost new 
in beautiful pink tones. 
Used twice, $5,000 (ori
ginally $20,000) Call 
Lisa 860-966-3655.

T W O  L . L . B E A N 
KAYAKS FOR SALE: 
Pungo 100 Blue 10ft, 
Dagger Red 9ft. Paddles 
included. $500. Car 
Rooftop Carrier, $50. 
Text 860-306-7683.

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great 
for art projects , wrap
ping and packing, table 
coverings for public din
ners, etc. THE GLA
STONBURY CITIZEN. 
87 Nutmeg Lane (off 
Oak Street) 860-633-
4691.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.
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REASONABLE RATES 
WEEKLY, BI-WEEKLY, 

MONTHLY OR 
WHEN NEEDED

CLEANING

Moving in or out. We also include 
products, sanitizing. Run errands, 

shop and rides to doctor appts.
CALL OR 

TEXT 860-849-2768

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin

Your Ad 
Here!

CAll us At:

860-633-4691
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860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.
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SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –

STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597

17 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury

860-657-4554 
www.emonds.com 

Call for all of your
air conditioning needs. 

Lic. #392776

C
IT

6-
20

-2
4

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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